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Board sets $550,000 state offering goal
Trustee orientation created; 
FMB commissioning invited

By Al Shackleford
At its May 4 meeting, the Executive 

Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion voted to set the goal for the 1982 
Golden State Mission Offering at 
$550,000; created an annual orientation 
for trustees of TBC agencies and institu
tions; and voted to invite the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board to hold its April 
1985 missionary commissioning service 
in Nashville.

The mid-year meeting of the board 
was held at the Tennessee Baptist Ex
ecutive Board Building in Brentwood.

In other actions, the board elected four 
Tennesseans as trustees of TBC institu
tions; established the range of the 1982-83 
Cooperative Program budget-goal be
tween $16- and $17-million; and passed a 
strong resolution in opposition to pari
mutuel gambling in Tennessee.

On recommendation of its state mis
sions committee and the Tennessee 
WMU Executive Board, the goal for the 
1982 Golden State Missions Offering was 
set at $550,000 - up 10 percent from the 
1981 goal of $500,000. In voting its ap
proval of the recommendation, the TBC 
Executive Board also established the 
allocations for distribution of the 1982 of
fering.

The creation of an orientation for TBC- 
elected trustees came as a recommenda- 
tion from the administrative 
committee’s trustee relations subcom
mittee. The study of the relationship of 
the Executive Board and the trustees of 
the various TBC institutions and agen
cies was authorized by the board at its 
December 1980 meeting.

The first orientation would take place 
within three weeks after the 1983 state 
convention and would involve all 
trustees. Thereafter, the orientation 
would be limited to newly-elected 
trustees.

In a related action, the board voted to 
prepare an orientation manual for new 
trustees.

The administrative committee’s 
report did not bring any recommenda
tions concerning the possibility of per
mitting Executive Board members to 
serve as agency and institution trustees, 
a limitation which was approved by the 
1975 state convention.

The findings of the committee noted 
the need for increased communications 
between the board and other trustees. A 
return to “cross-pollination” could be an 
answer to this need, the report indicated.

After the committee’s report, the Ex
ecutive Board approved a motion by 
Earl Wilson of Knoxville that the 
subcommittee be continued in order to 
complete its study and to bring a recom
mendation on cross-pollination.

Noting that for several years the 
Foreign Mission Board has held its April 

meeting and the missionary commis
sioning service at various sites, the Ex
ecutive Board voted to invite the FMB to 
hold its 1985 meeting in Nashville.

On recommendation of the TBC Com
mittee on Boards, the Executive Board 
elected four trustees for various TBC in
stitutions to fill unexpired terms: James 
McSween Jr. of Newport, Carson-New
man College; J. H. Patrick, Union 
University; Hoyt Wilson, Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation; and Bob Segrest, 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes.

The board approved a recommenda
tion of its program committee that the 
Cooperative Program basic budget-goal 
for the 1982-83 convention year be be
tween $16- and $17-million. This guideline 
will be used by the program committee 
as it receives the budget requests from 
the various TBC agencies and institu
tions. The program committee will bring 
its budget recommendation to the 
Sept. 14 Executive Board meeting, which 
will determine its recommendation to 
the 1982 state convention.

In other action the Executive Board 
approved a strongly-worded resolution 
expressing its opposition to pari-mutuel 
gambling in Tennessee and called on all 
Tennessee Baptists to openly express 
their opposition.

Noting that a bill to legalize pari
mutuel gambling passed the Tennessee 
House of Representatives this spring 
50-46 and was rejected by the Senate 
16-17, the resolution urged Tennessee 
Baptists to search out and circulate the 
facts on gambling; to participate in 
public opinion polls on the subject; to 
work with other groups of like convic
tions; and to raise the issue with can
didates for the governorship and General 
Assembly in 1982 elections.

Also, the Executive Board voted to 
recommend to the TBC Constitution and 
Bylaws Committee that it make a 
recommendation to the 1982 TBC for the 

(Continued on page 3)

Bogus tale gets churches' funds
A man has contacted several Tennessee churches with a bogus story 

soliciting financial help to fly to his wife who has supposedly been involved in an 
automobile accident in another state.

Although his fictitious story has varied slightly, it seems to follow this pat
tern. The man, who has used names such as Steve Thomas and James Weber, 
visits a church service with a woman he identifies as his wife. At the close of the 
service, she asks the pastor to pray for a relative who is seriously ill in a 
faraway state, such as Ohio.

Later the man, who falsely claims to be a cable splicer for South Central Bell 
working in the area, returns to the church with the tearful story that his wife 
has gone to visit her relative and has been involved in a serious automobile ac
cident. Because he is from “out of town” or the banks are closed, he asks for 
financial help to fly to her side.

Thus far, it is known that the man has contacted First Baptist Church, 
Clarksville; Third Baptist Church, Murfreesboro; First Baptist Church, Wood
bury; and East Main Church of Christ, Murfreesboro.

SERVICE PINS AWARDED — At last week's meeting, the Executive Board presented 
service pins on work anniversaries to (from left) Eura Lannom, leoma Sherrill, 
Dorise Haynes, Evelyn Vaughn, and David McDonald.

TBC employees recognized
Five employees of the Executive 

Board of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion were recognized during the board’s 
meeting May 4, for their years of ser
vice.

Service pins are given by the Ex
ecutive Board to employees for each five 
years of service on the board’s staff.

Eura Lannom, advertising-subscrip
tion manager for the Baptist and Reflec
tor, was recognized for 40 years of 
service.

Mrs. Lannom joined the Baptist and 
Reflector staff Feb. 1, 1942. She has 
served in various positions with the 
publication, including acting editor from 
August 1974 to November 1976.

Leoma Sherrill has been housekeeper 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
since Jan. 1, 1952. She received a service 
pin for 30 years of service. She has an
nounced plans to retire July 31.

Dorise Haynes, secretary in the Sunday 
School department, received a pin for 10 
years of service. She began employment 
with the convention April 1, 1972.

David McDonald, data processing 
specialist in the accounting department, 
and Evelyn Vaughn, secretary in the ac
counting department, each received 
five-year service pins.

McDonald joined the convention staff 
March 1, 1976. He left the accounting 
department for about a year to work with 
a business firm in Nashville, and then 
returned to the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention.

Mrs. Vaughn joined the staff Jan. 12. 
1977.

CP giving exceeds 
budget projections

NASHVILLE (BP)- April mission 
gifts through Southern Baptists’ national 
Cooperative Program continued a fiscal
year trend that surpasses all budget pro
jections.

April’s undesignated total of $7,847,634 
surpasses April 1981 by $1.5-million, a 
23.1 percent increase. Receipts for the 
first seven months of the fiscal year are 
$54,839,170, nearly $7.5-million or 15.8 
percent ahead of the same period last 
year.

The rate of increase is twice that of the 
current inflation rate.

Designated giving also continued 
strongly. In April, Southern Baptists 
designated $6,139,375 for national con
vention causes, an increase of 11.2 per
cent over April 1981. For the year, 
designated gifts are $58,189,661, or 13.8 
percent ahead of the same period last 
year.

Total designated and undesignated 
gifts forwarded by 34 Baptist state con
ventions to the national work of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in the first 
seven months of the 1981-82 fiscal year 
are $113,028,831, an increase of 
$14.5-million, or 14.8 percent.
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Historians trace SBC growth 
from earliest church site

Dunn opposes Reagan
CHARLESTON, S.C.(BP)- Southern 

Baptist historians traced the denomina
tion’s rapid expansion from its earliest 
origins, meeting in the city where its 
oldest congregation is celebrating its 
300th birthday.

South Carolina Baptists and 
Charleston’s First Baptist Church must 
be given an important place in those 
beginnings, Robert A. Baker told the 
joint annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission and 
Society.

Baker, retired chairman of the church 
history department at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, was 
awarded the Historical Commission’s 
first Distinguished Service Award for 
longtime contributions to Southern Bap
tist history.

Baker said First Baptist “was busy 
with domestic missions before there was 
another Baptist church in the South.”

He noted that William Screven 
“organized a Baptist church in Kittery, 
Maine, on Sept. 25,1682, and that he and 
his church migrated to South Carolina in 
1696. The best evidence reveals that 
Screven brought his church to Charles
ton in the fall of 1696 where, after a brief 
period, the older group of Baptists 
around Charleston united with this 
church.”

The South Carolinians established 
preaching points and missions, in
novated the “associational missionary 
movement,” and made strides in Chris
tian and ministerial education. In fact, 
the Charleston Association “became the 
distinctive archetype for the organiza
tion of the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1845,” Baker noted.

J. Glen Clayton, curator of the South 
Carolina Baptist Historical Collection, 
said it is not likely that Southern Baptists 
today would rally around one man, 
“even if we had another Richard Fur
man or William B. Johnson,” two early 
leaders in South Carolina Baptist 
history.

Southern Baptists have capable 
leaders today, Clayton noted, but the 
situation is vastly different from the 
days of Furman and Johnson when 
cultural unity marked Southern Bap
tists.

“We are now diverse,” Clayton said, 
and a once strong denominational loyal
ty is “now being strained on many 
fronts.” Clayton attributed the “crack
ing” of the SBC synthesis, to stresses in 
the cultural, denominational loyalty, 
financial, creedal, and theological 
realms. The greatest threat, he added, 
was in what he called “ecumenical fun
damentalism.”

In the area of Southern Baptist expan
sion, growth in the South from 1800-1914 
can be attributed to several factors, in
cluding racism, according to the chair
man of Auburn University’s history 
department.

J. Wayne Flynt, who won the commis
sion’s annual Norman W. Cox Award for 
the best article published by the agency 
in the past year, said Southern Baptists 
took the cultural position on critical 
issues such as race.

“They were no better or worse than the 
Presbyterians, Methodists, village 
atheists, Unitarians, and secular 
southern intellectuals,” Flynt said. 
“They both drew strength from their 
culture and by their endorsement rein
forced and deepened its racism.”

Other factors contributing to SBC 
growth, Flynt noted, included in
dividualism, an appeal to the common 
man, and revivalism. Beyond their

cultural endorsements, Flynt noted, 
Southern Baptists worked hard to win 
converts, with effective results.

More recently, G. Thomas Halbrooks 
pointed to a 1942 decision at the annual 
SBC meeting in San Antonio, Tex., to ad
mit to membership the Southern Baptist 
Convention of California as the point 
where Southern Baptist expansion of
ficially began.

“California was different,” said 
Halbrooks, history professor from 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. “Southern Baptists had 
migrated there and started new 
churches that were Southern Baptist 
from their inception.”

In 1951, the national convention met in 
San Francisco, Calif., and “reaffirmed 
the removal of territorial limits and 
asserted that the Home Mission Board 
and all other convention boards and 
agencies were ‘free to serve as a source 
of blessing to any community or any peo
ple anywhere in the United States,’ ” 
Halbrooks said.

Rapid expansion came with the com
mitment and 15 new state conventions af
filiated with the SBC between 1941 and 
1978, the professor noted.

Bringing the cause and effect of 
growth and expansion to the present, 
Leon McBeth, chairman of the commis
sion and of the Southwestern seminary 
church history department declared that 
present controversies within the 
denomination are related to geographic 
expansion.

Florida Baptists celebrate 
support of world missions

TAMPA, Fla.(BP)- Florida Baptists 
brought the world to their door in a two- 
day celebration of missions April 29-30.

Twenty executives from all four 
boards, five of six seminaries, five of 
seven commissions, and three related 
organizations attended the rally to 
celebrate Florida Baptist history and the 
work of the Cooperative Program, 
Southern Baptists’ unified mission sup
port channel.

“This has helped people to see how all 
our agencies and state conventions work 
together,” said Gerald Palmer, vice- 
president of the Home Mission Board.

“The Southern Baptist Convention is 
not just agency and board oriented, but 
need oriented. The reason for its ex
istence is to help the churches meet the 
needs in their communities. Out of this 
kind of experience we can have an explo
sion of missions involvement.”

About 4,BOO Florida Southern Baptists 
attended the gala at the Curtis Hixon 
Convention Center in Tampa. Visitors 
viewed exhibits representing all phases 
of Southern Baptist life, and discovered 
the far reaching use of Cooperative Pro
gram resources.

In a significantly related event, about 
200 pastors had full access to nine agency 
executives in a free wheeling and far 
ranging panel discussion.

Asked about doctrinal purity in 
Southern Baptist seminaries, Landrum 
Lea veil, president of New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, said if he 
discovered a professor who did not 
believe in the virgin birth of Jesus, he 
would fire the professor.

Both Lea veil and Roy Honeycutt, 
president of Southern seminary, 
reiterated their requirement that incom-

on prayer amendment
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP)- Baptists’chief 
church-state spokesman has condemned 
President Reagan’s call for a Constitu
tional amendment on public school 
prayer as “despicable demagoguery.”

James M. Dunn, executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs in Washington, reacted to 
Reagan’s May 6 announcement asking 
Congress to pass the amendment. The 
president’s appeal for the measure came 
during a Rose Garden ceremony held on 
this year’s National Day of Prayer.

In a statement released to the press, 
Dunn declared: “It is despicable 
demagoguery for the president to play 
petty politics with prayer. He knows that 
the Supreme Court has never banned 
prayer in schools. It can’t. Real prayer is 
always free.”

Dunn said in spite of public misunder
standing of what the high court decided 
in its landmark 1962 and 1963 rulings 
outlawing state-sponsored devotional ex
ercises in public schools, Reagan knows 
better. “He knows that the court in those 
prayer rulings affirmed and encouraged 
studies about religion in public school 
classrooms,” Dunn said. “What the 
court has done is protect religious liber
ty.”

Noting that most religious bodies 
“have steadfastly supported” the rul
ings, Dunn said the Baptist Joint Com
mittee, which works for 27-million U.S. 
Baptists; the National Council of 

ing professors sign the Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement that has been reaf
firmed at the past several Southern Bap
tist Convention annual meetings.

In response to a question, Palmer ex
plained that sister state relationships 
blossoming between well-established 
state Baptist conventions and states in 
areas where there islittle Southern Bap
tist work are “supplemental” to the total 
missions task. But he said such relation
ships “are meeting our expectations in 
every respect.”

Both Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director of Woman’s Missionary Union, 
and James Smith, executive director of 
the Brotherhood Commission, responded 
to the pastors’ apparent concern over 
lack of mission education in Southern 
Baptist youth.

In both agencies, said the executives, 
the fastest growing enrollment is among 
young people. In WMU it is Baptist 
Young Women, ages 18-30, and in 
Brotherhood, it is grades one to six.

Responding to concern about the 
Foreign Mission Board’s ability to sup
port an increasing number of mis
sionaries, Board President R. Keith 
Parks said the board makes a life com
mitment to the missionaries when it 
sends them. If funds fall short, Parks 
said, cutbacks would be made elsewhere 
to keep the missionaries on the field.

Noting that over 10,000 persons are 
now enrolled in the six Southern Baptist 
seminaries, the pastors asked if there 
were places for them all to serve. 
Leavell said that shortly after gradua
tion, 97 percent of New Orleans 
graduates had church-related positions 
last year. Honeycutt cited similarly high 
statistics.

Churches, encompassing 40-million 
mainline Christians; and every national 
Jewish organization have consistently 
opposed “compelled ritual.”

Increasing religious pluralism all over 
the nation, Dunn added, argues against a 
Constitutional amendment which would 
have the effect of placing decision
making power on prayer in schools in 
state legislatures and local school 
districts.

“Do we really want to turn the regula
tion of religious exercise over to state 
houses and school boards in diverse 
places such as Utah, Hawaii, Alabama, 
and New York?” Dunn asked. “I say 
‘Never!’ ”

Although repeated efforts have been 
made for the past two decades to reverse 
the effect of the school prayer rulings 
through a Constitutional amendment, all 
have thus far failed. The closest op
ponents of the decisions came was in 
1971, when the Senate passed an amend
ment but the House of Representatives 
narrowly defeated it.

Since that close call, efforts to amend 
the Constitution on the issue have been 
bottled up in committees on both sides of 
Capitol Hill.

Just the same, chances for passage of 
such a measure have never seemed 
better to Supreme Court opponents, par
ticularly since the Senate is now con
trolled by Republicans. In the House, the 
amendment is likely to be delayed by 
Rep. Peter W. Rodino Jr.’s judiciary 
committee. But its proponents could suc
ceed in bringing it directly to the floor for 
an up-or-down vote if they convince 218 
members to sign a petition discharging 
the measure from Rodino’s panel.

In the meantime, Dunn pledged, the 
Baptist Joint Committee will help lead 
the battle against the amendment.

Fire devastates 
Georgia church

THOMASVILLE, Ga.(BP)- Fire 
destroyed the sanctuary and gutted the 
educational building of First Baptist 
Church, Thomasville, Ga., May 3.

There were no injuries, though 44 
kindergarten children were in class in 
the education building when the fire 
broke out at 11:30 a.m. The children 
escaped when a dentist across the street 
saw smoke, alerted the church, and 
called the fire department.

Damage to the 2,000-member church 
was estimated at $3-million, most of 
which is covered by insurance. Officials, 
though unsure immediately after the 
blaze, believed the fire may have been 
caused by faulty wiring in the attic.

FMB sends $3,000 
to Brazilian victims

MACEIO, Brazil (BP) - Southern Bap
tists are sending aid to victims of a 
mudslide which killed 10 people and left 
another 500 homeless in the Brazilian 
city of Maceio April 22.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Misson 
Board released $3,000 in relief funds 
April 23 to buy staple foods and blankets 
as requested by Boyd O’Neal, Southern 
Baptist missionary in Maceio. The 
government housed residents of the 40 
homes destroyed in the slides in local 
community centers, but appealed for 
food, said Don Turner, Southern Baptist 
missionary in Recife.
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Choirs from 23 TBC churches
to sing at Baptist Pavilion

Thirty-two choirs from 23 Tennessee -Concord Baptist Church, Chat-

Baptist Hospital breaks ground 
for longest pedestrian crossover

NASHVILLE — Baptist Hospital of
ficials broke ground last week for the 
pedestrian connector project, an en
closed crossover walkway which will 
span Church Street and connect several 
buildings in the health care complex.

The 580-foot structure will be the 
longest elevated pedestrian walkway in 
the world which is completely enclosed 
and environmentally controlled.

The connector is seen by architects 
and planners as an innovative way of 
dealing with pedestrian traffic which 
consistantly must cross a busy city 
street.

Construction will begin immediately 
on the walkway which will cross Church 
Street near 20th Avenue North and con
nect buildings on each side of the street.

“A hospital is a logical institution to be 
the first in the community to launch a 
connector project of this magnitude,” 
said Franklin Paschall, chairman of the 
hospital’s trustees.

Patients currently being transported 
between buildings on either side of the 
street must be moved via hospital am
bulance. This requires brief exposure to 
temperature extremes during the sum
mer and winter months.

Southern seminary trustees 
approve budget, campaign

LOUISVILLE, Ky.(BP)— Two install
ments of a $50-million endowment and 
capital-needs program and a record 
budget of almost $10-million were ap
proved by trustees of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary during their an
nual spring meeting.

Together, the first portions of the new 
endowment and capital-needs program 
total $7.5-million and reflect priority 
needs designated by the seminary’s 
master plan, said President Roy L. 
Honeycutt._________________________  

Board sets goal...
(Continued from page 1) 

creation of a History Committee as a 
standing TBC committee.

In other action, the board approved 
position descriptions for five program 
assistants who are employed by the Ex
ecutive Board. Previously, all program 
assistants had the same position descrip
tion, but there was a need for specific 
responsibilities. It was pointed out that 
no new positions were being recreated, 
but action was to clarify the present 
employees’ assignments.

Noting the April 13 death of long-time 
TBC leader E. E. Deusner, the board 
voted to officially express its apprecia
tion to his family and the First Baptist 
Church of Lexington, where Deusner 
served as pastor for 32 years.

The next scheduled meeting of the Ex
ecutive Board will be Sept. 14 at Brent
wood. All meetings of the board are open 
to visitors.

‘‘So the connector is being built with 
the patient’s comfort in mind as well as 
the convenience of our employees and 
medical staff,” said Paschall, pastor of 
Nashville’s First Baptist Church.

By means of the connector, the facili
ty’s South Building will be linked with 
the Mid-State Medical Center. The 
walkway then will cross the street and 
connect the Office Building South and the 
Progressive Care Center.

This project will also serve to accom
modate future residents of Office 
Building South which is slated for 
development as a physicians’ office com
plex in the future.

Architects have designed the connec
tor to stand between 30 and 40 feet above 
street level, supported by a column 
system. On the inside, the walkway will 
be 10 feet wide and be equipped with air 
conditioning and heating equipment to 
moderate the effects of the outside 
temperature.

Hart, Freeland, and Roberts are the 
architects for the $1.3-million project, 
and Culbert Construction Company is the 
general contractor.

The pedestrian walkway will be com
pleted by the end of 1982.

Approved were solicitation goals of 
$1.5-million for an addition to the school 
of church music facilities and $6-million 
for a student/family ministry center 
which will include expansion of present 
physical fitness facilities.

The $50-million program which these 
two solicitation goals help launch was 
approved by the trustees in February at 
the initiative of Honeycutt upon his elec
tion as president of the seminary.

‘‘This expansion of the music school is 
part of our response to the heavy de
mand for our graduates by the churches 
and to the steady increase in enrollment 
which indicates that more and more 
young people are being called into the 
ministry of music,” Honeycutt said.

Current music school facilities are 
designed to accommodate 170 majors, 
and last fall the enrollment was 260, 
reported Milbum Price, dean of the 
school of church music. The new facili
ties would allow the school to efficiently 
train up to 300 majors, the ‘‘maximum 
number” of students the school expects 
to receive, he added.

The proposed student/family center, 
said Honeycutt, ‘‘will focus on the 
development of the minister’s own fami
ly life, something we think is an essential 
ingredient for fulfillment in the ministry, 
and a model for what the church should 
be about in its own caring for families.”

The record budget also approved by 
the trustees includes allocations of 
$9,565,313 for operating expenses and 
$346,180 for capital needs for the fiscal 
year beginning Aug. 1,1982.

Baptist churches and one association 
will perform at the Baptist Pavilion dur
ing the six-month run of the World’s Fair 
in Knoxville. The names of the churches 
and the association were announced last 
week by Baptist Ministries for the 1982 
World’s Fair office, but the dates of these 
performances have not been finalized.

In addition, four musical groups from 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
are also featured. Three of these - A 
Cappella Choir, Women’s Chorus, and 
‘‘Something Special” - performed dur
ing the first week of the fair, and the 
Men’s Chorus will sing later.

Since more than one choir will come 
from six churches, there will be 36 Ten
nessee choirs among the 145 choirs which 
will perform at the Baptist Pavilion dur
ing the May-October period.

Invited choirs will come from 12 Knox 
County Baptist Association churches. 
These are Calvary Baptist Church, Cen
tral Baptist Church of Bearden, Central 
Baptist Church of Fountain City, 
Eastwood Baptist Church, First Baptist 
Church of Concord, First Baptist Church 
of Powell, McCalla Avenue Baptist 
Church, Salem Baptist Church, Second 
Baptist Church, Sharon Baptist Church, 
Smithwood Baptist Church, and South 
Knoxville Baptist Church.

Also participating will be choirs from 
these Tennessee churches:

-Ardmore Baptist Church, Memphis;
-Central Baptist Church. Oak Ridge;
-Chinquapin Grove Baptist Church, 

Bluff City ;

Michigan sees 500 baptisms 
from Tennesseans' revivals

Southern Baptist leaders in Michigan 
predict more than 500 baptisms will 
result from simultaneous revivals led in 
that state last month by over 200 Ten
nessee pastors, denominational workers, 
ministers of music, and church leaders.

Jim Coldiron, director of evangelism 
for the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan, made the prediction based on 
figures already received from churches 
that participated in the April 18-25 state
wide revival services. As of May 10, the 
convention reported 445 additions to its 
churches by baptism, 68 other additions, 
793 rededications, and six commitments 
to Christian vocational service.

‘‘The results from churches in all 
areas of the state have been very 
positive,” Coldiron said. ‘‘The revivals 
were a blessing and a real shot in the 
arm for our churches in this time of 
economic recession.”

The idea for the simultaneous revivals 
evolved from the sister-state relation
ship the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
entered into with Michigan in 1980. 
Malcolm McDow, until recently TBC 
director of evangelism, worked with 
Coldiron, Michigan directors of mis
sions, and 13 regional coordinators from 
Tennessee to match revival leaders with 
churches.

Although they had been told of the 
many problems in Michigan, the Tennes
seans still were surprised by what they 
discovered.

James Glisson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Alexandria, saw a contrast be
tween the economic status of the church 
in which he preached and a church 50 
miles away in which Albert Jewell, 
pastor of Saulsbury Baptist Church, 
Watertown, preached.

‘‘I was in the strongest Southern Bap

tanooga;
-First Baptist Church, Cleveland;
-First Baptist Church. Paris;
-First Baptist Church, Sweetwater;
-First Baptist Church, Tullahoma;
-North Etowah Baptist Church, 

Etowah;
-Parkway Baptist Church, Memphis;
-Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 

Coalfield.
There will also be a choir from 

Chilhowee Baptist Association.
According to the announced schedule, 

these choirs will present two 20-minute 
concerts at the Baptist Pavilion at 11:45 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on the day they are 
featured.

In addition, youth choirs from four 
Tennessee Baptist churches will par
ticipate in two Choral Festivals which 
will be held at Carson-Newman College 
this summer and will sing at the World’s 
Fair as part of a mass choir.

A choir from First Baptist Church, 
Lewisburg, has been invited to the June 
17-19 festival and will join in the mass 
choir concert on June 19.

Three other Tennessee high school-age 
choirs will participate in the July 8-10 
festival on the Carson-Newman College 
campus and will join in the mass choir 
concert July 8. Invited are choirs from 
Knoxville’s Central Baptist Church of 
Bearden; Crievewood Baptist Church. 
Nashville; and First Baptist Church. 
Hendersonville.

These two World’s Fair concerts will 
be at 2:30 p.m. at the Court of the Flags.

tist church this side of Lansing,” Glisson 
said. ‘‘There were a lot of executives. 
They were getting ready to buy a new 
building, because the one they have now 
seats only 150. They were planning to 
start a day care and other community 
ministries. They have a mission in 
Mount Pleasant that has about 60 
members.

‘‘On the other hand. Brother Jewell 
went to a church near Clare where no one 
in the church had a job but the pastor's 
wife. The pastor is having to pay off the 
note he signed on the building.”

John Segree, pastor of North Spring
field Baptist Church in Springfield, also 
saw financial hardships in Manistee 
Baptist Church. ‘‘It was a middle-class 
area, but many people had been laid-off. 
The pastor was on medical disability 
because of a lung problem, but the 
government is going to take that away.

‘‘The church had 13 members - two 
families. We had up to 47 attending the 
revival. Two made professions of faith, 
but it will be hard to get them into the 
church because of their home back
ground. Catholicism is strong - one 
Catholic church has 300 families.

“I can really sympathize with the 
Michigan pastors,” said Duane High
lander, director of special ministries for 
Hamilton County Baptist Association, 
and leader of a revival in a Muskegon, 
Mich., church. ‘‘They are working with 
serious limitations. They are limited to 
drawing from people with little training, 
and limited on people to draw from to 
train.”

The Tennesseans were glad they went, 
and some expressed plans to return this 
summer with youth groups.

‘‘I am grateful for the participation o* 
the Tennessee people,” Co1**-"
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EDITORIAL

SBC-elected leaders choose secrecy
permitting messengers to make their judgments before getting to LosWe are disappointed in two recent decisions by elected leaders of our 

Southern Baptist Convention.
At a meeting in April, the SBC-elected Committee on Boards voted not 

to announce its nominations of various SBC trustees prior to the June 
1547 meeting of the convention in New Orleans (See Baptist and Reflec
tor, April 14, page 1).

Then, within recent days, SBC President Bailey Smith stated that he 
will not announce his appointments to the Committee on Committees and 
to the Resolutions Committee before the SBC convenes (See Baptist and 
Reflector, May 5, page 3).

Although neither is required by the SBC Constitution or Bylaws to make 
these pre-convention announcements, last year the Committee on Boards 
and Smith brought responsibility and creditability to their assignments 
by making these public revelations in April 1981.

According to Bylaw 16(8), the report of the Committee on Boards “shall 
be published in the first day’s Bulletin.” The reference is to a publication 
which is printed daily during the convention and distributed to attending 
messengers.

According to Bylaw 21, the SBC president, in conference with the vice- 
presidents, shall appoint the Committee on Committees. The appointees 
are to be notified in writing one month before the convention, and “their 
names shall be published in the first issue of the Convention Bulletin.”

According to Bylaw 22, at least 60 days before the convention, the SBC 
president, in conference with the vice-presidents, shall appoint a Com
mittee on Resolutions. There is no direction in this bylaw on how or when 
these appointments are to be announced, other than the implication that 
the chairman will be announced publicly, since this bylaw requests that 
“copies of proposed resolutions be submitted to the committee chairper
son 30 days before the convention in order to make possible more 
thorough consideration and to expedite the committee’s work.”

Based on these bylaws, certainly Smith and the Committee on Boards 
are within their rights to withhold the names of appointees and nominees.

Prior to 1981, such pre-SBC announcements were extremely rare. 
Messengers not knowing these names before the convention was normal 
procedure — but these are not normal times in our denomination. In the 
fall of 1980, Paul Pressler stated that his political faction intended to take 
control of the boards of trustees, when he blatantly declared that his 
group was going to elect “Bible-centered, Christ-honoring” trustees to 
replace the “dummies” then serving as trustees.

In view of Pressler’s brazen remark, Smith and the 1981 Committee on 
Boards performed a responsible act last year by announcing their choices 
in April 1981. Neither Smith nor the committee was required to do so, but 
their openness expressed a confidence in the Southern Baptists.

Granted: These early announcements did create a lot of discussion, 
questions, and examination.

But out of this courageous departure from tradition came a positive 
result. Messengers had the opportunity to thoroughly examine these 
nominations and appointments - and the discussion came BEFORE the 
convention, not during the convention.

In our opinion this act of pre-SBC announcing made a definite contribu
tion to the peaceful, positive convention session we had in Los Angeles 
last June. It signified a confidence in the messengers and the process,
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In a denomination which is based on the members’ right to know, 

perhaps we have come to a time when the secrecy of appointments and 
nominations has become outdated.

One solution to this secrecy would be for the messengers to amend 
Bylaws 16(8), 21, and 22 to require that appointments by the SBC presi
dent to the Committee on Committees and the Resolutions Committee 
and nominations of the Committee on Boards be announced through Bap
tist Press at least 30 days before the opening session of the annual conven
tion.

It would seem unlikely that such amendments would receive the 
necessary two-thirds majority vote this year, because some would inter
pret this as a condemnation of Smith’s otherwise commendable tenure. 
However, this is a matter which should be seriously considered by some 
future session of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Prayer amendment needed?
Proponents of religious liberty in our nation are greatly disturbed by 

President Reagan’s announcement last week of his support of a Constitu
tional amendment to permit “voluntary” prayer in public schools.

His statement, which came on the National Day of Prayer, adds further 
confusion to a two-decade discussion of what actually did the United 
States Supreme Court rule in 1962 and 1963.

Although those two historic rulings dealt only with government- 
sponsored prayer and with public schools having Bible reading and 
prayer as part of their curricula, the interpretation of these rulings have 
been outrageously applied. Some school boards have taken this to such an 
extreme as to forbid any meeting which includes an invocation from us
ing public school facilities.

The obvious question remains: Is there a need for an amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution to permit voluntary prayer or meditation in public 
schools?

It does not seem wise to go through the lengthy, emotional, and expen
sive process of passing such an amendment — if such an amendment is 
not necessary.

If the president does indeed want to solve this confusing matter, he 
could make a real contribution by calling for an interpretation of what is 
legal and illegal under present laws. He could call for the Justice Depart
ment to carefully analyze these Supreme Court rulings and announce its 
findings. Also, he could urge the Supreme Court to clarify the importance 
of these two rulings.

A lot of the confusion surrounding this volatile issue could be cleared 
with some kind df “official” interpretation of the Supreme Court’s 1962 
and 1963 decisions. This would be extremely helpful to local school 
boards, to state legislatures, and to local, state, and federal courts.

Depending on what this official interpretation would declare, the 
citizens of this nation can then determine if a Constitutional amendment 
is needed and, if so, what form it should take.

The Baptist association
Under the theme, “Your Baptist Association: A Base for Mission 

Strategy,” Southern Baptists throughout the nation will observe May 
17-23 as Associational Emphasis Week.

This year’s theme focuses upon the vital role the association fulfills in 
missions — including various aspects of ministry, evangelism, new work, 
and leadership development.

Because of its smaller geographic region, the local Baptist association 
has closer contact with the churches and the church members - and with 
the strategic needs of a local area -- than other multi-church organiza- 
tions. And because of its nearness to and familiarity with mission oppor
tunities, the Baptist association is able to respond quickly and completely 
to such challenges.

Obviously, there is no way the Southern Baptists can accomplish the 
worthy goals of Bold Mission Thrust without the dedicated involvement of 
the 1,100 Baptist associations.

The Baptist association provides fellowship and sharing among 
churches — and this results in a stronger testimony for Christ through 
cooperative witness and ministry.

An association’s activities can be as varied as the local leadership 
desires — based on the collective objective of presenting the call, care, 
challenge, and commitment to Jesus Christ.

Associational Emphasis Week is an annual observance in Southern 
Baptist life, designed to increase Baptists’ awareness of and appreciation 
for the association.
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; Personal s
II perspective II
I - By TOM MADDEN 11 
| | TBC executive secretary | •

Our Lord was constantly surprising 
people. Sometimes He surprised them by 
the things He did.

For example. His manner of birth was 
surprising. He apparently surprised 
Mary and Joseph when He tarried 
behind in the temple when He was 12 
years of age. I 
suspect He surprised /' Tk
the lepers when He I
touched them and 
cleansed them. He J
surprised many 
when He fed the 
multitudes by multi- 
plying the loaves 
and fishes of a little ■
boy. MM HLNHV
Obviously, He SUr- Madden 

prised the disciples when He returned in 
His resurrected body to visit with them. 
The Word of God indicates clearly He 
will surprise us when He returns again.

However, there are many other areas 
in the life of Christ that are surprising. 
One of those is how He surprises people 
by refusing to do some things they expect 
Him to do.

For example, He refuses to act on 
man’s schedule. His disciples were quite 
anxious that He restore the kingdom. He 
would not respond to their time frame. 
Mary and Martha were deeply con
cerned that our Lord tarried when their 
brother died. You and I may determine a 
schedule we think is best, but our Lord 
always has His own. which is far better.

He constantly refused to use physical 
force to achieve spiritual ends. Simon 
Peter drew his sword and attempted to 
defend Christ with it. Christ asked him to 
put it away. It is obvious our Lord could 
have used the angels to bring Him down 
from the cross. However, never did He 
use physical force to bring in His 
kingdom. His was a perfect example that 
it is not by might nor by power but by 
God’s Spirit.

He refused to avoid physical suffering. 
In Gethsemane, knowing more than 
anyone else what the cross held for Him, 
he prayed, if it be possible, for God to 
remove the cup from Him, but never
theless for God’s will to be done.

One other refusal I would like to em
phasize - He refused to answer some 
prayers the way some wanted them 
answered. Paul prayed three times for 
the thorn in his flesh to be removed, but 
the answer was that God’s grace was suf
ficient for him.

I am sure you join with me in being 
grateful for the many things our Lord did 
and for the things he refused to do.

Childs Memorial calls 
Huell Hooker as pastor

Childs Memorial Baptist Church, Har
riman, recently called Huell Hooker as 
its pastor.

Hooker came to the church from the 
pastorate of Central Baptist Church, 
Spring City. He was previously pastor of 
East View Baptist Church. Georgetown, 
and Pleasant Grove and Mountain View 
Baptist churches, both of Benton.

Hooker is a former moderator of Polk 
County Baptist Association, and a 
former chairman of the evangelism and 
personnel committees of the Tennessee 
Valley Baptist Association. He is a 
member of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention’s Committee on Committees.

Hooker is a native of Cleveland.

Yettem to t&c Sc&toi.,.
Letters on any religion-related subject are welcomed. Letters of over 300 words 
will not be used. Other letters may be shortened at the discretion of the editor. 
No unsigned letters will be printed, but writer’s name will be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Letters must contain complete address.

Revivals in Michigan
Dear editor:

During April 18-25, a group of pastors 
from the Holston and Watauga Baptist 
associations participated in a 
simultaneous revival in the Upper Penin
sula of Michigan.

Bill Powell, director of missions of 
Watauga association, and Frank 
Bullock, area missionary of the Upper 
Peninsula, coordinated the successful 
revival.

The Upper Peninsula Baptists rolled 
out the white carpet for the east Ten
nessee preachers. Fifteen inches of snow 
fell during the week. That would not have 
been so bad, but they had already re
ceived nine feet of snow this winter! On 
April 21, Marquette was the coldest place 
in the United States.

The work in Michigan is young. The 
convention will celebrate its 25th an
niversary this year. The pastors in 
Michigan are dedicated men with great 
abilities who are challenged by one of the 
great mission opportunities in the U.S. I 
am pleased that Tennessee Baptists are 
supporting our sister state.

Someone mentioned that Interstate 75 
has become the “Baptist Highway” as 
many churches will be going to Michigan 
this summer to participate in Vacation 
Bible Schools, construction projects, 
revivals, and backyard Bible clubs. 
Plans are now being made to invite 
Michigan pastors to come to Upper East 
Tennessee to share in a simultaneous 
revival effort next year.

E. E. Carrier
421 Main St.
Mountain City. TN 37683

Not want to go alone
Dear editor:

I grew up in a church that had the Bap
tist and Reflector in the budget. When I 
went to seminary, they continued send
ing it to me, even though I joined a 
church there.

C-N trustees set 
$9-million budget

JEFFERSON CITY - The Carson- 
Newman College Board of Trustees has 
approved a $9.5-million budget for fiscal 
year 1982-83. This represents an increase 
of $l-million over last year’s budget.

Cordell Maddox, president, attributed 
the budget increase to inflation, the addi
tion of a nursing program, capital outlay 
for a computer program, additional 
faculty, and salary increases.

In other action the board voted to ap
ply the net revenue from the housing of 
World’s Fair guests on campus to energy 
conservation programs and scholarship 
endowment. Through Bryan Tours of 
Jackson, Miss., the college has booked 
over 35,000 bed nights on campus.

Maddox told the board that while cur
rent national statistics reflect a 2 percent 
decrease in college applications across 
the nation, applications at Carson- 
Newman are currently 5 percent ahead 
of this time last year.

The administrator also reported that 
gifts and pledges for Vision ’80: Carson- 
Newman’s Campaign for Greatness 
have reached $3.9-million. Currently the 
college is conducting a Vision ’80 Cam
paign in upper east Tennessee. Similar 
campaigns are planned for Chattanooga 
and Knoxville.

all school prayer

Soil

When I graduated, I came back to 
Knoxville, and the Baptist and Reflector 
came to the church.

Now I am moving to our sister state as 
pastor of Moravian Drive Baptist 
Church, Mt. Clemens, Mich. I don’t want 
to go alone. Please send the Baptist and 
Reflector to me there.

Jimmy Burkhardt 
21224 Danbury 
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043

* Citizen’s Corner *
I I
J By Jerry M. Self J
♦ Public affairs and Christian life ♦ 
* consultant J

The United States Congress is feeling 
pressure to vote for a “prayer in 
schools” bill. Two bills currently in the 
Senate, S 1742 and S 481, would strip the 
Supreme Court and the federal courts of 
any jurisdiction in 
cases.
These bills are an 

attack on the bal
ance of powers 
which are carefully 
written into our Con
stitution. The execu
tive, legislative, and 
judicial branches of 
the federal govern
ment each have their 
separate roles to 
play in keeping the ship of state on a 
smooth course. For the legislature to 
remove power from the courts would 
mean a dangerous precedent in shifting 
the balance.

A further problem in stripping the 
courts is the loss of our right to appeal 
unjust decisions. One day in the not too 
distant future, it is possible for some 
Tennessee school to enroll a majority 
who favor some religion other than 
Christian or Jewish. If some form of 
eastern ritual were imposed on the 
Christian minority attending that school, 
you can be sure they would want their 
right of appeal protected by a healthy, 
fully functioning judicial system.

Apart from the problems of tampering 
with the courts, these and other school 
prayer bills are unnecessary. Current 
Supreme Court rulings have stated that 
government may not compose or pre
scribe school prayers, nor may they 
mandate religious activities in the public 
schools. These rulings have affirmed the 
individual student’s right to voluntary 
private prayer or Bible reading.

It may be that people need to learn 
what is or is not allowed. If so, the Con
gress does not need to pass a law to tell 
us what our rights are.

World’s Fair 
prayer requests

This week pray for. . .
— the volunteers who serve as hosts and hostesses at the Baptist Pavilion 

each day, that they will be able to minister confidently as they adjust to 
unexpected situations.

— PowerSource, the singing team, and PuppetPeople, that witnessing 
opportunities outside the Baptist Pavilion will increase.

— these choirs that will perform at the Baptist Pavilion: May 15, Central 
Baptist Church Choir, Oak Ridge; May 18, Chowan College Touring Choir, 
Murfreesboro, N.C.

Halsell suffers 
heart attack

CHARLESTON, W. Va.(BP)- Thomas 
E. Halsell, executive secretary
treasurer of the West Virginia Conven
tion of Southern Baptists, is in serious 
but stable condition in a Charleston 
hospital after suffering a massive heart 
attack at home April 26.

Mrs. Halsell requested news of the in
cident be delayed until a daughter could 
finish final exams at Purdue Universtiy 
and a missionary son in Hong Kong could 
be notified.

Halsell, 60, preached April 24 in 
Calvary Baptist Church, Grafton, WT. 
Va., despite feeling chest pains during 
the day.

A temporary pacemaker was installed 
May 3 after medicine failed to regulate 
Halsell’s heart rate. Doctors have 
ordered three months of complete rest, 
and the family has requested no flowers 
be sent since Halsell is allergic to them.

Married young adults 
to hold May retreat

NASHVILLE - “Being Married 
Christianly” will be the theme for the 
Memorial Day Weekend retreat for mar
ried young adults to be held at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center 
May 28-31.

Michael Hester, director of the 
Pastoral Counseling and Enrichment 
Service, Asheville, N.C., will be the 
featured speaker at sessions which begin 
Friday night, May 28. and end Monday. 
May 31. at 11 a m.

In addition to large-group sessions and 
selective conferences for married young 
adults, sessions for leaders will be of
fered by personnel from the Sunday 
School Board’s Sunday School and fami
ly ministry departments.

No provisions for children have been 
made for the retreat. Cost of the 
weekend is $146 per couple. Registration 
and a deposit of $46 should be sent to 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center, 
Box 128, Ridgecrest, NC 28770.

Williams begins duties 
as Roan Creek pastor

Clifford Williams began duties as 
pastor of Roan Creek Baptist Church. 
Mountain City, on March 7, in response 
to a call from the church.

Williams came to the church from the 
pastorate of Big Springs Baptist Church, 
Elizabethton. He is also a former pastor 
of Broadview Baptist Church. Win
chester, and churches in North Carolina. 
He is president of the Watauga Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, and has served on 
several associational committees.

A native of Newton. N.C., Williams is a 
graduate of Catawba Valley Technical 
Institute. Morehead City, N.C., and has 
studied with Southern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky.
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Flying means freedom for Brotherhood head
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is part of a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By Mike Davis
MEMPHIS (BP)- Flying, to James 

H. Smith, is freedom.
Smith, executive director of the 

Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Brotherhood Commission, became in
terested in flying when a friend took him 
up shortly after World War H.

Though flying excited him immediate
ly, he did not pursue it because his wife, 
Nona, was more than a little afraid of 
anyone in her family flying.

So the flying flame was turned down to 
simmer until 1967 when Smith became 
executive secretary of the Illinois Bap
tist State Convention. Along with the job 
came travel demands that kept him on 
the road constantly.

“I was traveling 50,000 miles a year.” 
Smith says. “I thought there has got to 
be a better way than this, so why not 
learn to fly.”

Before Smith had a chance to mention 
the possibility to Nona, she suggested he 
learn to fly to help cover the miles more 
easily. She did not have to suggest twice 
and in two months Smith had completed 
his requirements.

He has logged 3,000 hours flying-time, 
holds an instrument rating, and can rev 
up his Cesna Cardinal RG on a second’s 
notice.

That is a decided advantage for some
one who spends 150 days on the road 
speaking in churches and participating 
in Brotherhood and other meetings. He 
has discovered that Delta really is not 
ready when he is. He can get to more 
places more conveniently for the same 
price as a commercial ticket, and he can

Love lift, prayers transport child 
to Germany for rare treatment

WEST COLUMBIA, S.C.(BP)- When 
17-month-old Sarah Ray left West Colum
bia for Frankfurt, West Germany, she 
literally flew away on a wing and a 
prayer.

The prayers were offered by 60 Bap
tists and friends at the airport as the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Ray 
flew for treatments at Vital Klinik.

The child suffers from an incurable 
disease called “Epidermolysis Bullosa,” 
and a disorder which causes her to break 
out in blisters and lesions whenever 
touched.

Vital Klinik, a medical facility 40 miles 
from Frankfurt, specializes in a new 
treatment for the girl’s rare disease.

Mrs. Ray described the treatment as 
an elaborate two-month process which 
involves regular cleansings, baths in 
special creams and emollients, and 
possible corrective surgery to help 
alleviate scarring.

Her send-off climaxed a sprawling 
humanitarian process which began 
several months ago when Dutch Fork 
Baptist Church’s “Love in Action” group 
in Ballentine began raising money to 
finance treatment for little Sarah.

The crowd that gave Sarah a lift-off of 
love was part of several groups that 
joined the “Missions Love Effort.” 
Eighteen Baptist churches and other 
churches and organizations joined Dutch

SOARING — James Smith, executive director of the Southern Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission, soars high as a pilot and as a Baptist leader.

take Nona with him.
On the ground, reading holds Smith’s 

interest. “I’m not much of a television 
fan” he says, “but I do catch the 
weather. And I look forward to reading 
the newspaper, except I usually read the 
morning paper after dinner.

Roses provide another diversion. 
Although Smith has not had time in 
Memphis to plant his usual 12 to 15 “very 
select” bushes, he does have half-a- 
dozen miniature bushes which he says 
will keep him busy for a while.

“I’m a radical pruner when it comes to 
roses. Pruning has a way of producing 
new growth,’’ he explains, emphasizing 
that the pruning principle is one of his 
personal philosophies.

“We have to constantly take inventory 
of our lives. Superfluous things attach 
themselves to us. Sometimes it takes a 
radical pruning to clean things up. When 
we are willing to cut some of those things 
in our lives, it is amazing how much new

Fork to raise more than $64,000 for the 
treatment.

Congressman Floyd Spence helped 
gain Sarah’s admission to the clinic. 
Pan-American Airlines flew the child 
and her mother to Frankfurt, where the 
clinic sent a chauffeur to meet them.

“I’ve never been involved in anything 
that has blessed me so,” said Gertrude 
Lowery, Acteens director for Columbia 
Metro Baptist Association.

An act of compassion 

Barefoot man receives shoes
NEW YORK (BP) - Barefoot and coatless on a chilly spring night, a young 

man entered the subway car with a group of Southern Baptist missions direc
tors.

Huddled in their overcoats, the directors noticed his feet, scratched and 
scarred from the pavement, were missing one toe.

In an impulsive act of compassion, Don Mulkey, state missions director for 
Nevada, sat beside the man, talked a few minutes, then gave his own shoes and 
socks to the man. Another group member shared a gospel tract.

Ray Gilleland, Christian social ministries director for the Metropolitan New 
York Baptist Association, had earlier that night told the mission leaders 
ministry in Manhattan that they must share the gospel in practical ways before 
it can be shared verbally.

“I don’t normally do that kind of thing, but it just seemed this was what I had 
to do,” Mulkey said later. Mulkey wore sneakers, the only other shoes he had, 
through the rest of the conference.

Dan Sanchez, director of missions for the Baptist Convention of New York, 
called it “the strongest sermon I’ve seen this year.”

by a corner grocery for hot-

can grow.”
Constant growth, learning to do new 

things seems to be a benchmark of 
Smith’s lifestyle. He is not timid about 
learning something new.

“I was in my middle 40s when I 
learned to water-ski, and I hadn’t snow- 
skied until last year,” says Smith, 61. “A 
person needs to learn new things, to try 
things they have never done before.”

Raising four children has provided 
plenty of growth opportunities for the 
Smiths.

A pastor for 20 years. Smith found the 
demands of a local congregation can 
stretch family ties to the limit. He han
dled it by making their personal in
terests his own.

“When my sons were interested in 
fishing, we fished. When they were in
terested in guns, I became interested in 
guns,” he says.

And when Smith’s son Mark became 
interested in motorcycles, Smith went 
halfers with him on a 177cc Benelli.

That personal interest accounts for 
what Smith sees as one of his greatest ac
complishments as a parent. He calls it 
family togetherness.

“What we learned to do was make 
something out of little things. In the sum
mer I would take my children with me to 
visit church members in the hospital. 
They would wait in the lobby, and when I 
finished the visits, we would make a stop 
by the zoo or go for ice-cream.”

The kids literally grew up at Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting trips 
Smith would turn into vacation jaunts 
where every stop would be as elaborate 
as a full course picnic or as casual as

dogs to grill.
And when there was time at home, 

Smith found ways to increase family 
ties.

“From the time my children were big 
enough to hold a screwdriver, I tried to 
teach them to take care of things around 
the house. We’d take the lawnmower 
engine apart and put it back together 
again. Instead of letting them watch. I’d 
hand one of them the screwwdriver and 
let him turn the screws. The neighbor
hood kids would get in on it too.”

In the Bartlett neighborhood where 
Smith lives, his interest in children still 
creates a pretty big gathering. His cor
ner lot is just right for after school 
ballgames, and Nona’s orange juice and 
cookies spark more than passing in
terest.

“We had talked about setting out some 
trees,” Smith says, “but that would just 
get in the way. The kids playing and hav
ing a good time is a lot more important 
than a couple of trees.”

Smith will not say if he has been in on 
any of the front yard free-for-alls, but 
considering he has mastered single 
engine flying, and he learned to ski at 60, 
some weekend soon you might just see a 
slightly greyed wide-receiver cut a blaz
ing Z-Out near the comer shrub.

Presbyterian urges 
Baptists to use TV

FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- Presby
terian Minister Ben Haden told Southern 
Baptist media workers that churches 
should accept the intrusion of television 
into their worship services because 
without it they cannot reach their com
munities.
“If you believe in home and foreign mis
sions, you’ve got to believe in 
television,” he said.

Haden, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Chattanooga, was keynote 
speaker for the second National Con
ference on Broadcast Ministries. The 
April 26-28 meeting drew more than 400 
participants and was sponsored jointly 
by the Radio and Television Commission 
(RTVC) and Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

Workshops were conducted in several 
interest areas to train pastors, media 
ministers and others in use of radio, TV, 
and cable. Participants also observed an 
actual videotaping of a television special 
for the American Christian Television 
System featuring comedian Jerry 
Clower and The Centurymen choral 
group.

Haden challenged churches that use 
TV in ministry to communicate their 
message clearly, avoiding theological, 
intellectual, and denominational com
plications.

Seminary in Malaysia 
meets expansion goal

PENANG, Malaysia - The Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Penang, 
Malaysia, reached the building fund goal 
the same morning ground-breaking ser
vices were held for a new building.

The goal was to raise $50,000 by the end 
of 1981 in order to begin expanding facul
ty housing at the seminary. The housing 
project is the first phase of an expansion 
project that will more than double the 
capacity of the seminary by 1985.

The Malaysia Baptist Convention 
agreed to raise 25 percent of the funds for 
the first phase of the project. The 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
provided the remaining 75 percent.
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Curtis Wallin was called as minister of 

music and youth by First Baptist 
Church, Monterey. Wallin, who began 
the position April 12, came to the church 
from First Baptist Church, Oneida. Ger- 
rald Bland is the pastor of the church.

REVIVALS...
Elk River Baptist church, Butler, was 

led in revival March 14-20 by Richard 
Jones. Pastor Donnie Davenport 
reported five professions of faith and 
eight rededications.

Second Baptist Church of Union City 
reported five professions of faith, four 
new members by letter, one commit
ment to Christian vocational service, 
and over 100 other decisions during a re
cent revival. Steve Harbin was the 
evangelist for the meetings; Noel Ed
wards is the pastor.

Harold Queen, associate pastor of Kee
ble’s Chapel Baptist Church in Walland, 
led Cold Springs Baptist Church of that 
city in revival March 7-14. Cold Springs 
recorded seven professions of faith and 
several rededications. Clarence Evans is 
the pastor of the church.

Revival services at First Baptist 
Church, Decaturville. March 28 through 
April 2 resulted in two professions of 
faith and several rededications. Arthur 
Bain, pastor of Bath Springs Baptist 
Church, Bath Springs, was the evan
gelist; Don Franks is the pastor of the 
Decaturville church.

An April 11-16 revival at Indian Hills 
Baptist Church, Gallatin, was led by 
Evangelist David Walker of Seymour. 
Jack H. Goodwin, pastor of the church, 
reported 14 professions of faith, two new 
members by letter, and many rededica
tions.

Fred Steelman, pastor of Red Bank 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, led 
Eastwood Baptist Church, Ooltewah, in 
revival April 25-28. Eastwood recorded 
two new members by letter and several 
rededications. F. Ray Walker is the 
pastor of the Ooltewah church.

First Baptist Church, Jasper, reported 
eight professions of faith and several 
rededications and commitments during 
an April 25-30 revival. John C. Huffman, 
vice-president of development for Mid
Continent Baptist Bible College in 
Mayfield, Ky., was the evangelist; and 
Steve Merrell, minister of music at the 
church, directed the music for the ser
vices. Billy W. Ellison is the pastor of the 
church.

Center Point Baptist Church, Leoma, 
was led in revival March 15-19 by Ray 
Duvall. Pastor L. B. Voss reported six 
professions of faith and three new 
members.

An April 18-24 revival at O.K. Baptist 
Church in Lawrenceburg resulted in two 
professions of faith and several rededica
tions. Thomas Mattox was the evangelist 
for the services; W. F. Cox Jr. is the 
pastor of the church.

J. Arnold Porter, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Centerville, reported four 
professions of faith and one new member 
by letter as a result of the church’s re
cent revival. Leon Edwards, pastor of

World's Fair Rentals
Five miles from Fair — 3 blocks from 

City Transit and Shuttle buses. 
Restaurants and shopping areas near. 
Private home — Breakfast served by 
request. Reasonable rates.

Call Mrs. W. L. Payne 
 615 689-7007

First Baptist Church, Ashland City, was 
the evangelist for the services; and Bob 
Freeman, minister of music at the 
Centerville church, led the revival 
music.

Providence Baptist Church, Crockett 
Mills, was led in revival March 29 
through April 2 by Paul Bryant, pastor of 
Crossroads Baptist Church in Bells. Lee 
Austin, minister of music at Providence, 
led the music for the services. Pastor 
John Poor reported four professions of 
faith and several other decisions.

REVIVAL
PRAYER REQUESTS...

Ivy Memorial Baptist Church, Nash
ville, will have a youth-led revival 
May 12-16. Joe Brooks, pastor of Brother
ton Baptist Church, Cookeville, will lead 
the services, which are at 7 p.m. nightly, 
with an additional service at 11 a.m. May 
16. The pastor of Ivy Memorial is Harlan 
B. Williams.

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, Knox
ville, will be in revival May 26-30 with J. 
Harold Smith, Orlando, Fla., evangelist 
and Radio Bible Hour preacher, as the 
evangelist. Steve Taylor, a music 
evangelist from Greenville, S.C., will 
lead the music for the services. C. Dee 
Bridwell is the pastor of the Knoxville 
church.

LEADERSHIP...
Mike Caywood was recently called as 

minister of music by Covenant Baptist 
Church, Cleveland. Ray Womac is the 
church’s pastor.

Maurice Blanchard is serving as in
terim pastor of Cedar Hill Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga. Blanchard is a 
former missionary to India, where he 
was president of the Baptist seminary.

James Moore, Baptist Student Union 
director at the University of Tennessee 
at Chattanooga, is interim pastor of 
Mountain Creek Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga.

George Cline recently resigned the 
pastorate of Harrison Baptist Church, 
Harrison.

LaBelle Haven Baptist Church, Mem
phis, has called Kim McCarson as 
minister of education and outreach. Mc
Carson, a graduate of Transylvania 
University in Lexington, Ky., came to 
the church from First Baptist Church, 
Cushing, Okla., where he was minister of 
music and youth. A. Dennis Pledger is 
the pastor at LaBelle Haven.

David Wimpee submitted his resigna
tion as pastor of Friendship Baptist 
Church, Harrison.

। Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, 
tables, lighting, 

cnurdt stained glass, 
1^1 • % • J5J Carpet

Bill Vanwinkle 
Box 503, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

Phone (615) 890-7498 (collect)
Add-a-pad Specialists

First Baptist Church, Livingston, 
called Roger Dale Jennings of Red Bay, 
Ala., Cvme as minister of music and 
youth, a ministry he will begin this 
monm. Jennings is a former minister of 
music at Red Bay’s First Baptist 
Church. Km Jordan is the pastor of the 
Livingston church.

Norman Culpepper has announced his 
retirement from the pastorate of North 
Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson, which 
will be effective May 30. Culpepper is a 
former pastor of Parkview Baptist 
Church in Jackson, and associate pastor 
of the North Jackson church and West 
Jackson Baptist Church, also of that city. 
Culpepper will continue to reside in 
Jackson and plans to be involved in sup
ply and interim work.

Gum Stand Baptist Church, Sevier
ville, accepted the recent resignation of 
its pastor, Donald Rolen.

Ray Carr recently resigned the 
pastorate of Providence Baptist Church, 
Sevierville.

John Eldridge resigned as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Sale Creek, to ac
cept the pastorate of Center Point Bap
tist Church, LaFayette, Ga.

First Baptist Church, Memphis, called 
James C. Brown as 
discipleship and evangelism, a position 
he began May 9. Earl C. Davis is the 
pastor of the church.

Tommy Gerold recently resigned the 
pastorate of Lick Creek Baptist Mission, 
Decaturville.

David Joyner accepted a call from 
First Baptist Church, Ripley, to come as 
minister of music, a position he began 
May 1. Joyner came to the church from 
Zion Baptist Church, Brownsville. Dean 
Doster is the church’s pastor.

Maple Grove Baptist Church, Mary
ville, accepted the recent resignation of 
its pastor. Bill Reed.

Teddy Evans accepted a call from 
Stanton Baptist Church, Stanton, to 
come as interim pastor.

Liberty Baptist Church, Somerville, 
called Russell Joyner as its interim 
pastor.

June 14 HAWAII II Day
June 21 HOLY LAND 12 Day
June 26 CRUISE-W. Indies. So. America I Day 
July 1 HAWAII I Day
Sept. 7 CHINA II Day
Sept. 13 HOLY LAND II Day
Oct/Doc HOLYLAND/MIDOLE EAST/ALL ISRAEL
Also AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND and many other tours available
WORLD WIDE CHRISTIAN TOURS. P.O.Box 506 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701 (502) 769-5900

1.699.00 
1,429.00 
1.259 00 
3,229.00 
1,629.00

World's Fair Camping
GRAND OAKS PARK, Knoxville 
The No. 1 camping park, 400 choice 
wooded sites, full hookups, 
showers, club house, recreation 
room, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, bus service, World's Fair 
tickets, laundromat, grocery store, 
security guard, all paved streets.

GRAND OAKS PARK
7819 Clinton Hwy, US 25W 

P. O. Box 7049 
Knoxville, TN 37921 

Call 615-690-1321
or toll free (800)828-9286.

Broadmoor Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Mike Laughlin as minister of 
music and youth. A native of Jackson, 
Laughlin began the position April 12. The 
church’s pastor is B. L. Willis.

Gayion Shockley resigned as minister 
of music and youth of Madison Heights 
Baptist Church, Madison, and has moved 
to California. John L. Humphrey is the 
church’s pastor.

Westwood Baptist Church. Cleveland, 
has called Mike Day as minister of 
youth. The church’s pastor is Bob Bell.

CHURCHES...
A ground-breaking ceremony was held 

recently at Greenwood Baptist Church, 
Ooltewah, to initiate the building of a 
4,452-square-foot sanctuary and 11 
classrooms. Participating in the 
ceremony were church members Jim 
Robinson, J. C. Lee, Kenneth Woods, 
Charlie Rogers, Randy Richie, Richard 
Braley. Ronnie Hickman, Jim Griffeth, 
and Pastor James Vaughn.

Brace Baptist Church, Summertown, 
dedicated the new addition to its building 
during an April 26 service. Troy Gobble 
is the pastor of the church.

PEOPLE...
A minister and seven deacons were 

minister of ordained during a March 28 service at 
Emmanuel Baptist Church. Bristol. Or
dained to the ministry was Jack Bran-
don. and ordained as deacons were 
Haden E. “Buddy Stine, C. Allen Cross, 
Charles Robinson, Jerry Carrier, Ran
dall Rhea, James F. Deckard, and Jerry 
Russell. The service was conducted by 
Pastor L. F. Valley and Pastor Emeritus 
Howard Robinson.

First Baptist Church, Flintville, 
recently ordained J. B. Amason, Lyn 
Chiles, Mike Layman, and Charles 
Taylor as deacons. The pastor of the 
church is Glenn Hester.

World’s Fair Rental
Nice 3-bedroom. 2-bath air conditioned 

home, sleeps 7. fully furnished ond clean. 
3 miles from Fair in nice neighborhood. 
1 block to bus line. $100-145 per night.

Call Frank Stidham 
615-922-1677 of ter 3 p.m

75th Anniversary 
Homecoming

First Baptist Church 
Etowah, Tennessee

Sunday, June 6, 1982 
with a Welcome to All 
Former Members
Friends 
and Relatives

9:45 a.m.-Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.-Morning Worship 

12:00 -Church Luncheon 
with visitors as guests 

1:30 p.m.-Sanctuary Choir:
“The Old-Fashioned 

Singing”
A S/ucird HmiiXs fytd

Larry G. Bullard, Pastor 
Robert L. Spears, Associate
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Cleansing of the Temple
By Herschel H. Hobbs

"And when He had made a scourge of 
small cords, He drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and 
poured put the changers' money, and 
overthrew the tables” (John 2:15).

Jesus cleansed the Temple twice: on 
His first and last visits to Jerusalem dur
ing His ministry (see Matthew 21:12-13; 
Mark 11:15-17; Luke 19:45-46). Some in
terpreters see only one such, with either 
John or the other gospel writers 
mistaken as to the time. But there is no 
reason why He did not do it both times.

The event took place in the Court of the 
Gentiles. As a service to the worshipers, 
sacrificial animals were sold, and for a 
fee, coins were exchanged for the half- 
shekel with which to pay the Temple tax. 
Profits were to go into the Temple 
treasury. This service came to be called 
“the bazaars of Annas,” a former high 
priest but still the power behind the of
fice. In time this became a racket with 
much of the profits kept by those who ran 
it.

The result was that it took on the air of 
an oriental bazaar with its noise, smells, 
and haggling over prices. This was a ter
rible desecration of God’s temple. Gen
tiles seeking Him would be driven from, 
not drawn to, God.

So in righteous indignation. Jesus 
made a whip out of cords. With it He 
drove out the animals, overturned the 
money-changers’ tables, and drove out 
the ones involved in the entire mess. To 
those who sold doves (sacrifices of the

SPECIAL FOR MAY ONLY 
10% DISCOUNT OFF ABOVE PRICE

Address

World's Fair Visitors
Bedrooms for rent at $65 double, 
$35 twins. Call:

S, E, Long — Harriman, TN
615-882-9642

19 Years of Continued Success 
in Building Economical, Energy 

Efficient Church Facilities
CONTINENTAL CHURCH BUILDERS, INC. 

2811 Columbine Place 
Nashville, TN. 37204

Over 300 Stock Plans 
Ready to Meet Your Needs 

(615) 383-2313

World’s Fair Rental 
2-bedroom furnished apt. — sleeps 6. 
2 miles from bus, 5 miles from Fair. 

Phone — Carport — Kitchen with uten
sils. TV — A/C — Patio $90.83 night for 6. 

Kent Settlemyer, P.O. Box 11093 
Knoxville, TN 37919 

Phone 615-524-1106 or 966-4369

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided 
below — including your ZIP code

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and Reflector. If a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here:

Address all requests to:
Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 347

Brentwood, TN 37027 

Name
Pleas* Print

poor), He said, “Take these things 
hence: make not My Father’s house an 
house of merchandise” or an emporium 
(emporiou).

We should reverence God’s house, not 
desecrate it.

Speaker denounces 
'blind' prejudice

ATLANTA (BP) - Most Southern Bap
tists consider blind people socially in
ferior, professionally incompetent, and 
personally incapable, a blind Baptist col
lege professor charged during a national 
conference on blind ministry.

Charles Melton, professor of Bible and 
religious education at Clarke College, 
Newton, Miss., told about 85 participants 
in the conference, sponsored by the SBC 
Home Mission and Sunday School 
boards, that such views are distorted and 
there must be a change of attitude before 
blind ministries can be effective.

A recent survey, he said, disclosed 
only five blind persons employed by Bap
tist state and national agencies — two 
college professors, one state convention 
consultant, and two stenographers for 
the Sunday School and Home Mission 
boards. Since then, the blind secretary 
at the Home Mission Board has resigned 
but the board has commissioned a blind 
hospital chaplain.

Among local churches, so many Bap
tists feel blind persons are socially in
ferior that they fail to win blind persons 
to salvation in Jesus Christ, Melton said. 
Even those blind who do accept Christ 
are seldom accepted into full participa
tion in the congregation, he added.

Because of the attitudes of sighted 
Baptists toward them, few blind people 
show interest in spiritual matters or be
ing members of the church, Melton 
observed.

In a second address, Melton called for 
Baptists to develop a theology for 
ministry to more than 600,000 totally 
blind persons in the United States and 
5.8-million legally and functionally blind 
Americans.

1982 World's Fair Housing 
at Discount Rates

Sleeps up to 10 in comfort for $150 per 
night. Perfect for tour groups or church 
groups or friends traveling together. Mossy 
Creek Park is located in Jefferson City, 
Tennessee, Home of Carson-Newman Col
lege, is 28 miles from the Fair on 4-lane 
divided highway. Park is owned and 
operated by the local Chevrolet dealer. 
Housing consists of 14 ft. X 60 ft. brand new 
mobile homes. All homes meet state elec
trical fire and tie down regulations. Fully air 
conditioned with two full baths, two large 
bedrooms with two full size double beds in 
each, large living room and kitchen area 14 
ft. X32 ft. with double sofa bed. Home 
sleeps up to 10 in comfort. Daily maid ser
vice. All for only $150.00.3 restaurants and 
shopping mall within one block. Parking to 
accommodate 20 buses. Park is well- 
lighted with city police and fire protection. 
Transportation available to and from Fair 3 
times daily. Call L. H. Tarr at 615-475-3838 
for reservation.

Nashville hospital charges 
rank 'low/ survey shows

A recently-completed study by Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield of Tennessee revealed 
that average charges for health care ser
vices varied widely among hospitals in 
Nashville. As expected, the study in
dicated that Baptist Hospital has some of 
the lowest charges for any hospital in the 
area.

These statistics are especially signifi
cant because of the high level of 
technological and professional services 
provided at Baptist which is officially 
designated as a tertiary (Level 3) 
hospital by the Middle Tennessee Health 
Systems Agency.

“We are extremely proud of the find
ings of this report,” said David String- 
field, chief executive officer at Baptist 
Hospital.

“One of our primary goals is to provide 
top quality health care service at a 
reasonable cost to the patient. Since we 
are a not-for-profit institution and 
dedicated to Christian service through a 
healing ministry, we are especially 
pleased to be able to offer these low-cost,

Midwestern trustees focus 
on faculty, record budget

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (BP) - Faculty and 
financial matters dominated discussion 
during the annual meeting of Midwest
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
trustees April 19-20.

Trustees elected a new academic 
dean, approved one visiting professor, 
acknowledged the 20-plus years of ser
vice of three faculty members, and 
adopted a record 1982-83 budget.

N. Larry Baker, associate professor of 
Christian ethics since 1978, and acting 
academic dean, was unanimously 
elected academic dean, effective Aug. 1, 
1982, succeeding John Howell who re
quested to be released of his administra
tive responsibilities in February 1982, in 
order to return full time to the classroom 
and writing. *

A 1982-83 budget of $2,478,587, a 13.4 
percent increase, was adopted to provide 
for expanded programs of off-campus 
centers, staff and faculty salary in
creases, faculty additions, and the 
establishment of an office of institutional 
development.

During a special recognition dinner, 
seminary President Milton Ferguson 
presented 20-year plaques to three facul
ty members elected in 1960: Pierce Ma- 
theney, professor of Old Testament and 
Hebrew; William B. Coble, professor of 
New Testament and Greek; and Howell, 

top-quality services to the people of our 
area. The Blue Cross/Blue Shield Study 
has proved Baptist Hospital to be the 
real leader in hospital cost containment 
in middle Tennessee.

Stringfield pointed out that the 
hospital’s not-for-profit status was the 
single most significant factor in main
taining low patient charges.

“Our goal is to serve others, not to 
make money, as is the case with some 
hospitals. When you take away the profit 
motive, the cost of health care can be 
decreased considerably.” Stringfield 
also said that employee cooperation with 
the hospital’s conservation and purchas
ing programs has been an important fac
tor in the success of Baptist’s overall 
cost containment efforts.

“We want to emphasize that the con
scientious efforts of our administrative 
staff and department heads along with 
our other employees working together to 
keep the cost of hospitalization down 
have really paid off in a significant way 
for our patients,” said Stringfield.

professor of Christian ethics.
In other areas, trustees:
-Approved the change in nomencla

ture of the seminary diploma program to 
that of associate degrees - associate of 
divinity and associate of religious educa
tion;

-Acknowledged the appointment of 
John Havlik of the Home Mission Board 
as visiting professor of evangelism for 
1982-83;

-Approved the appointment of Sam T. 
Switzer, director of financial services 
at Midwestern since July 1981, as semi
nary business manager.

Memphian named 
VTS coordinator

FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- Douglas 
D. Day, minister of education and ad
ministration at First Baptist Church, 
Starkville, Miss., will become the first 
coordinator of the Southern Baptist 
Video Tape Service, effective June 8.

VTS is a conventionwide project to pro
duce teaching, training, and informa
tional materials on videotape for 
distribution to churches, associations, 
and state conventions.

Day will be employed by the ad hoc 
committee for the Video Tape Service, 
which administers the project. He will 
base his work at the Radio-Television 
Commission where the tapes are being 
produced.

Day will assist in production and plan
ning, develop promotional plans for VTS, 
and be liaison for the RTVC, agencies 
and participating state conventions.

A native of Memphis, Day is a 
graduate of Mississippi State University 
and attended Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

World's Fair Lodging
Deluxe new duplex units on lovely 

wooded scenic 20-acre site on 1-40 W, 
16 miles from Fair. Features separate 
spacious lots with adjacent parking, 
cable TV, phone, and daily maid ser
vice. Poolside restaurant, shuttle ser
vice available.

SEQUOYAH DAWN 
615*966*1200



Baptist and Reflector Page 9
May 12. 1982

Faith, unity, mission highlight 
meeting of religious educators

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- Faith, unity, 
and mission will be the focus of the an
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Religious Educators Association, June 
13-14, in the New Orleans Marriott Hotel, 
just prior to the Southern Baptist Con
vention, June 15-17.

“We will be focusing on the practical 
aspects of religious education,” said

Hunger concert 
set during SBC

NEW ORLEANS, La.(BP)— A world 
hunger benefit concert featuring Chris
tian humorist Grady Nutt and Dove 
Award winner Cynthia Clawson will be 
held after the evening session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in New 
Orleans June 15.

Billed as “a celebration of commit
ment,” the concert also will feature 
recording artist Gary Rand; Bob and 
Jan Salley, gospel duet and founders of 
World Hunger Relief Inc.; and Darrell 
Adams, composer and artist of “God! 
What a World.”

The concert, to be in the chapel at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
is sponsored by SEEDS, an Atlanta
based magazine and educational 
ministry by Southern Baptists concerned 
about hunger. Concert co-sponsors are 
St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church in 
New Orleans and the New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary Hunger Com
mittee.

Nutt, self-styled “prime minister of 
humor,” is a regular cast member of the 
syndicated television program “Hee 
Haw.’’ Miss Clawson, voted gospel 
music's top female vocalist at the 1981 
Dove Awards ceremony for the second 
consecutive year, also won a Grammy in 
February.

Ken Sehested, director of program for 
SEEDS, reported all donations from the 
concert will go to the hunger relief funds 
of the Home and Foreign Mission boards 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
artists have agreed to donate their time 
and travel expenses.

Free transportation from the Super- 
dome will be provided to the concert. 
Buses will shuttle back and forth approx
imately every 20 minutes.

New housing options 
open in New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- Two more 
housing opportunities are available for 
Southern Baptists planning to attend the 
annual meeting June 15-17 in New 
Orleans.

Although space among hotels cooper
ating with the convention housing bureau 
is long gone, three local universities and 
the YMCA have large-group space 
available. Also, there are four camp
grounds within 20 minutes of the Loui
siana Superdome, site of the meeting.

Persons still wishing accommodations 
for large groups should contact Blake 
Touchstone, Tulane University, phone 
504-865-5426; Monica McClure, Universi
ty of New Orleans, 504-286-6585; Manny 
Kinard, Loyola University, 504-865-3622; 
or Loraine Hofmann. YMCA. 800-568-9622.

There is no on-site overnight camping 
at the Superdome. Four nearby camp
grounds and reservation phone numbers 
are: Parc D’Orleans I, 504-241-3167; 
Parc D’Orleans II, 504-242-6176; New 
Orleans Travel Park, 504-242-7795; and 
New Orleans West KOA, 504-467-1792. A 
fifth campground, New Orleans East 
KOA, is within 35 minutes of the Super- 
dome, phone 504-643-3850.

Charles Gwaltney, SBREA president 
and minister of education at First Bap
tist Church of Baton Rouge, La.

“We have broken it down into separate 
sections on faith developrpent, staff uni
ty, and the continuing mission of 
religious educators,” he added.

The first session of SBREA will center 
on faith development and will deal with 
the growth of the faith of individual 
religious educators, Gwaltney said.

The second session will concern staff 
unity, because for a subordinate staff 
person “one of the greatest problems 
faced is that of staff unity,” Gwaltney 
said, adding that pressures from this 
direction are “extreme on the religious 
educator.”

“We are planning to have audience 
participation, and will have presenta
tions by professional guidance people, 
religious educators, and a pastor,” he 
added.

The concluding session will feature a 
“celebration of worship and inspira
tion,” in which ministers of education 
will give personal testimonies about 
God’s activities in their lives.

During the annual SBREA luncheon at 
noon Monday, the association will make 
distinguished leadership awards to 
retired educators who have made signifi
cant contributions to RE work.

Missions day camp 
plans set for SBC

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission, in 
cooperation with the Brotherhood 
department of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, and the New Orleans Baptist 
Association, will again sponsor a mis
sions day camp during day sessions of 
the SBC annual meeting in New Orleans.

Children who have been in grades one 
through six during the current school 
year may register for the camp, which 
will be at Audubon Parkland Zoo. about 
eight miles from the Louisiana Super- 
dome, site of the Southern Baptist Con
vention meeting June 15-17.

Camp registration opens Monday, 
June 14, at the Missions Day Camp booth 
in the registration lobby at the Super- 
dome. Parents may leave their children 
at a designated place in the Superdome 
beginning June 15. Parents are to 
retrieve the campers at the close of the 
morning session on Wednesday, June 16, 
and the close of the afternoon sessions 
June 15 and 17.

Camp cost is $5 per child per day. For 
two children in a family, the cost is $25 
for three days; for three children, $45. 
Cost covers insurance, two noon lunches, 
and transportation between the Super- 
dome and the camp site.

SBC offers child care discount
NEW ORLEANS (BP)- Janet Kemp, child care director for the annual 

meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans, is offering a dis
count to parents who pre-register their children.

Child care rates for the convention June 15-17 and its related meetings are 
discounted as much as $4 per day for children registered by May 31.

Miss Kemp, director of the preschool education center for New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary, will return a registration form to each parent who 
writes her at the seminary, 3939 Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, La., 70126. One 
form is required for each child and the request must be postmarked by May 31.

Rates vary session to session and day to day. Because of the special 
evangelism events this year, child care will be provided early, beginning with 
the Sunday afternoon witnessing blitz.

Child care facilities will open 30 minutes before each session and remain open 
for 30 minutes after the session closes. Miss Kemp emphasizes that no local 
children will be accepted for care.

Child care is limited to children who have not entered first grade. There will 
be no child care provided during sessions of the Pastors* Conference.

VBS SEASON — Adam Winingham 
holds his banner high for his group at 
Vacation Bible School at First Baptist 
Church, Cookville. More than 3-million 
children, youth, and adults are ex
pected to attend Southern Baptist 
Vacation Bible Schools this summer.

Mission directors 
to develop skills

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - Skills devel
opment and the sharing of key ideas will 
be featured in the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Conference of Direc
tors of Missions, June 13-14 at the 
Gateway Hotel in New Orleans.

“We are trying to make this a skills 
development time.” said Cline W. 
Borders, president of the conference. 
“We want this to be something the direc
tor of missions can participate in and go 
away with new ideas which will speak to 
some of the frustrations he is having.”

He added. “This is the first time we 
have featured the director of missions 
himself and given him the opportunity to 
share some key idea ... something 
which has worked in his association. We 
have asked 12 of them to share.”

The program includes such ideas as 
the abbreviated church letter, World 
Missions Conferences, establishment of 
a youth corps, saturation evangelism, 
new work, the format of the annual 
associational meeting, and training for 
pastors.

Bruce Grubbs, of the church adminis
tration department of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville, will address 
the conference three times. Other 
speakers include Cecil Ray, general 
secretary of the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina, and Jimmy R. Allen, 
president of the Southern Baptist Radio 
and Television Commission.

Church musicians 
meet June 13-14

NEW ORLEANS (BP) - A wide array 
of church music, much of it instrumen
tal, will greet participants in the annual 
Southern Baptist Church Music Con
ference June 13-14 at First Baptist 
Church in New Orleans.

The conference is one of several ad
junct meetings to the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting, held June 
15-17 at the Louisiana Superdome.

The meeting’s theme, “Reaching Peo
ple Through Instrumental Music,” is 
adopted from a similar theme of the Bap
tist Sunday School Board church music 
department. It will be played in New 
Orleans with organ, piano, and brass 
combinations.

Traditional voice concerts will also be 
in abundant supply with presentations by 
the Centurymen; Paducah Boys Choir; 
the youth choir of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis; Texas Baptist All 
State Band and Choir; Louisiana Baptist 
College Choir; William Carey College 
Choir; and others.

The annual commissioned work, this 
year "Sing Unto the Lord” by Jack 
Dean, retired professor from Hardin- 
Simmons University, will be performed 
at 1:45 p.m., June 14, by the Texas Bap
tist All State Band and Choir.

A pre-conference hymnody sym
posium at New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary begins at 10 a.m. June 
12 and continues until 4 p.m.

FMB names Philpot 
agricultural liaison

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)— The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board has 
named James Philpot. Southern Baptist 
representative to Mexico, as its first 
furlough missionary liaison for 
agriculture missions.

Creation of the new assignment, which 
will be filled by another furloughing mis
sionary when Philpot returns to Mexico 
in July, is part of a continuing effort to 
use all resources to combating world 
hunger, said John Cheyne, the board’s 
relief ministries consultant.

Philpot wall be liaison with agri
cultural mission fellowships, plan 
overseas agricultural projects, and 
develop contacts with agricultural 
schools to inform faculty and students 
about happenings in agricultural mis
sions.

From his Shreveport, La., residence. 
Philpot will work closely with the 
Agricultural Missions Fellowship based 
in Yazoo City, Miss. He and his suc
cessors will encourage the organization 
of new chapters of this and other 
agricultural missions fellowships. 
Agricultural Missions Fellowship is a 
non-profit organization that supports 
Southern Baptist agricultural evan
gelism work overseas.
Southwestern selects
Jameson for news post

NASHVILLE (BP)- Norman 
Jameson, Baptist Press feature editor 
since 1977, will become assistant director 
of news and information services at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, effective July 1.

Jameson will coordinate all news and 
information services at Southwestern. 
The newly created position is in the of
fice of public affairs, directed by John E. 
Seelig.

Jameson, a Wisconsin native, came to 
Baptist Press from Colorado Springs. 
Colo., where he was religion editor of the 
Gazette-Telegraph. He is a gradu^hwA 
Oklahoma Baptist Universe- "
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for May 16

David's sin judged Persecuted but triumphant
By Robert O. Byrd, professor of religion 

Belmont College, Nashville .By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 
First Baptist Church, Madison

Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 10:1 to 12:31 (1 Chronicles 19:1-19; 20:1-3) 
Focal Passages: 2 Samuel 11:1-5.15; 12:4-5, 7a, 10, 12

After the Ammonites had embar
rassed some of David’s people, the ten
sion between the Israelites and the 
Ammonites increased. The Syrians were 
asked to join the Ammonites in opposing 
David and his kingdom. Under the direc
tion of God, Israel defeated both the 
Ammonites and Syrians, and David’s 
kingdom increased.
Although David 

was a man after 
God’s heart, this did 
not mean he was sin
less. Chapter 11 
records the darkest 
hour in the king’s 
life. Although David 
had been on a peak 
of victory, now he 
was thrown to a val- Plonk 
ley of spiritual defeat.

For 20 years, David, a man about 50 
years old, had governed God’s people. 
While the soldiers of Israel were fighting 
around the city of Rabbah, David rose 
from his bed and walked on the roof of 
his palace in Jerusalem. Nearby he saw 
the beautiful Bathsheba bathing. 
Although David learned she was the wife 
of a soldier named Uriah, Bathsheba was 
called to the king’s palace where David 
committed adultery with her. In time, 
Bathsheba learned she had become preg
nant due to this illicit affair.

In an attempt to evade the conse
quences of his sin, David recalled Uriah 
the husband from battle so he might visit 
Bathsheba. Since Uriah was loyal to 
Israel, he refused to visit his wife but 
rather slept at David’s door. Subsequent
ly. Uriah was made drunk in hopes that 
he would sleep with his wife. When these 
plans failed, Uriah was sent back to bat
tle with instructions to Joab that the 
soldier be placed in the center of the 
fighting. Uriah was slain and David mar-
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ried Bathsheba.
Perhaps at least a year passed during 

which David attempted to cover his sin. 
Nathan the prophet then told the king a 
story with a message of conviction. How 
forceful were the words: “Thou art the 
man!” Judgment was said to come to 
David and his family because of the 
king’s evil ways. David’s sins were to be 
forgiven when he sought God’s pardon, 
but the king was to suffer the conse
quence of sin. Galatians 6:7 states a per
son shall reap whatever is sown. David 
sowed murder, and murder was reaped 
in his family. He sowed lust, and lust was 
reaped in his family.

David confessed his sin upon hearing 
God’s Word. Perhaps Psalms 51 and 32 
were written during this dark period of 
the king’s life.

From this week’s passages, the follow
ing truths can be learned:

It is at a time of spiritual victory that 
often Satan will work the hardest to 
bring spiritual defeat.

No person is immune from Satan’s at
tacks. Past triumphs for the Lord do not 
mean the enemy will not bother us. First 
Corinthians 10 :12 is a timely verse for all 
believers.

The role of prophet is not to bring only 
a message of comfort but also to deliver 
a message of conviction. Pray for the 
Nathans of our age that they will be 
faithful.

God’s grace is greater than our sin. 
There are no sins which God cannot 
forgive if we ask His cleansing (1 John 
1:9).

Past sin does not eliminate us from 
future service. With the Lord there is 
always today and tomorrow. Satan often 
causes individuals to believe past evils 
eliminate them from meaningful places 
in God’s kingdom. Forgiven David was 
going to be used by the Lord in future 
days. Isaiah 55:7 reads: “Let the wicked 
forsake his way, and the unrighteous- 
man his thoughts; and let him return 
unto the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He will 
abundantly pardon.”

WORLD S FAIR RENTAL 
Completely furnished campers, 
kitchen, bath, linens. $50 a couple per 
night. $8 for each additional adult. 

Mary Williams 
8705 Unicorn Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37919 6 J 5-693-2600

World’s Fair Rentals
All brick complex newly decorated 
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shuttle bus line. 10 — 2-bedroom units 
can accommodate up to 60 people. 
Rates negotiable. Call evenings.
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615-693-3049 693-1114

966-1140 689-6185
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100,000 lineal feet of pews over the past 
six years. We offer a 15 year warran
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on site for less cost than* loose 
cushions! Call us for a FREE estimate:

Call Toll Free: 1-800-334*8130

+
 Or write:

®!jurd| interiors, ^nc.
P.O.Box 5346 High Point, NC 27262

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for May 16

Basic Passage: Revelation 6:1 to 7:17 
Focal Passage: Revelation 7:9-17

This week’s focal passage opens with, 
“After these things” (ASV). Such a 
statement should call the reader’s atten
tion to what had preceded.

In particular, some attention needs to 
be given to the text 
starting at verse 1 of 
the sixth chapter, 
the point at which 
the Lion/Lamb be
gins to open the 
seven seals on the 
scrolls. This is the 
point at which the 
most significant 
variations in inter
pretation begin and Byrd 
none has achieved general acceptance 
among Southern Baptists.
God’s faithfulness and a troubled world

Revelation 6:1-8 recounts the opening 
of the first four seals. Each opening is ac
companied by the command “come” 
from one of the living creatures around 
the throne. Each time the order is given, 
a horse and its rider appear. This section 
affirms the troubled situation that exists 
in the world. It is clear that each force 
represented is under divine control.

It is equally clear that these forces 
represent tragedy which comes upon all 
humanity — even believers. Being a 
Christian would not exempt anyone from 
the consequences of their impact. The 
first horse and rider were representative 
of “conquering,” the second of taking 
“peace from the earth,” the third of 
“famine,” and the fourth of “death and 
Hades.”

In 6:9-11 there is a double intention. 
Honesty leads John to acknowledge that 
the world is a particularly troubled place 
for God’s people as they face hostile 
persecution. The passage also carries a 
heavenly dimension in that “those who 
had been slain for the Word of God and 
for the witness they had borne” are 
depicted “under t(ie altar.” (Note that a 
heavenly altar is indicated at 8:3, 5 and 
14:18.) These martyrs acknowledged the 
sovereignty of God and cried out for 
divine justice.

In 6:12-17 there appears to be a univer
sal calamity in which the forces of the

WORLD'S FAIR HOUSING
2 bedroom house, neat, clean. Com

fortably accommodates 4. Quiet 
neighborhood. 3 miles from Fair. 
Rollaway available. $90 night.
Frances Garrison 615-687-8765

includes Miwraj and wood construction. social area 
otlces classrooms, nursery choir robe rooms baotrslry 

steeple carpel, and Sanctuary with padded pews

FAMILY ACTIVITY CENTERS 
Steel or masonry from |22/aq. fl. 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL DESIGNS

4 deuroome and larger

Write or call for FREE information and brochures 
(803) 268-7297 (8031268-7090

ffoRTHWAY 
CONTRACTORS
1*1/^ P.O. Boi 591
IriV. Tamora. SC 29687
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universe and nature serve as expres
sions of and instruments of God’s judg
ment. The sevenfold listing of the chaos 
seems to declare that the entirety of the 
created order will be acting in conjunc
tion with God’s judgment. The sevenfold 
listing of those affected by the cataclysm 
probably implies completeness and 
means that no one is able to escape the 
consequence of God’s righteous vindica
tion. “For the great day of their wrath 
has come, and who can stand before it?”

The church would share the common 
troubles of the world. The church would 
endure persecution directed at its 
destruction. However, the church would 
see the consequences of sin come to its 
inevitable conclusion - judgment. 
Chapter 7 injects two interludes into the 
sequence of the opening of the seals. 
These two sections are significant for 
answering the question which occurs at 
the end of the sixth chapter, “Who can 
stand?”

God’s faithfulness 
and a triumphant church

In 7:1-8 a partial answer is given to the 
question “Who can stand?” God’s people 
can stand because destructive forces are 
restrained. This may be a way of saying 
that world calamaties and even the 
persecution of the church were not as 
bad as they might be without God’s 
restraining action. Some feel the four 
winds are synonymous with the four 
horsemen. At any rate, God’s people are 
protected from catastrophic forces held 
in check by divine authority. The idea of 
“sealing” expresses the notion of identi
fying and protecting God’s people.

In 7:9-17 the triumphant church is 
secure and Safe beyond judgment. A 
great deal of debate has taken place as to 
whether this chapter depicts two groups 
(Jewish Christians in 7:1-8 and Gentile 
Christians in 7:9-17 or one group which is 
depicted in two different locales (earth 
7:1 or heaven-“standing before the 
throne” 7:9).

The multitude of 7:9-17 are beyond the 
reach of the earlier depicted calamaties 
and distress. Notice several factors 
which describe this great multitude. It is 
a countless number. It is a cosmopolitan 
group. They were from “every nation” 
(7:9). They were in the presence of God, 
“standing before the throne” (7:9). They 
were “clothed in white robes with palm 
branches in their hands” (7:9), which 
symbolizes purity and victory.

They were praising God because the 
good work he had begun had been com
pleted. They overflowed with the praise 
of God. They had endured that great 
distress prior to the end (Mark 13). They 
had lived through tragedy to triumph 
because they had “washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
lamb” (7:14). God Himself would shelter 
them by His very glorious presence (7:15).

CHURCH FURNITURE
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World’s Fair Rentals
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for May 16

A ho/y people
By Larry M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: Deuteronomy 7:1 to 8:10
Focal Passages: Deuteronomy 7:6-9; 8:1-3

Chapter seven of Deuteronomy is 
another sermon on the First Command
ment’s prohibition of idol worship. The 
modem reader has to bear in mind how 
difficult it was for Israel to learn the 
lesson of the First Commandment.

We know that 
after Canaan was 
invaded, the Ca
naanites and their 
gods were not de
stroyed. Genera
tions of Israelites 
were led astray by 
Canaanite worship 
of other gods. Israel 
was literally cen
turies in freeing her- Taylor
self from Baal worship.

The reason for Israel’s seemingly 
favored status among the nations oc
cupied the writer in Deuteronomy 7:6-9. 
Israel was a “people holy to the Lord” 
because God had chosen to confer 
holiness on her. Only in this sense was 
there anything holy about Israel. Israel 
did understand herself as having a 
unique attachment to God enjoyed by no 
other nation. However, Israel never 
seemed to understand that she was 
chosen for service rather than privilege.

This passage is about as close as the 
Old Testament ever comes to giving a 
reason for Israel’s favored choice by 
God. These verses mention God’s love as 
the reason for Israel’s being chosen. It 
was not because of the nation’s numbers 
or strength. God had chosen the weak. 
No reason for Israel’s election is given 
other than God’s concern and promises 
to the old patriarchal fathers. This 
passage makes it clear that an act of 
grace, mysterious and beyond com
prehension. is the correct explanation of 
God’s choice of Israel. There was no 
possible reason for pride on Israel’s part 
in her selection.

Because of His love for Israel. God 
redeemed her from bondage. The 
Hebrew verb translated “redeemed” 
means “to ransom.” When God is the 
subject of this verb (v. 8), the meaning is 
not of a ransom paid for something, but 
rather the act of setting free. The em
phasis is upon the act of setting free from 
bondage rather than upon the price God 
paid for the freedom. This and other such 
passages are in the background of Jesus’ 
words in Mark 10:45.

Israel could safely trust the God who 
had chosen her. He is reliable and 
trustworthy, true to His covenant (v. 9). 
The term “mercy” is translated from 
the Hebrew word “hesedh,” which 
means “steadfast love.” It was a legal

SURPLUS JEEPS $65, CARS $89 .TRUCKS 
$100. Similar bargains available. Call for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
(602) 998-0575, Ext. 5214. Call refundable.

Surplus Information 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251.

World's Fair Rental
3-bedroom house, $150 per night, 

sleeps 6; also efficiency apt. $50 per 
night, sleeps 2; 15 miles from Fair; 
Swimming Pool and Playground. Bus 
Service.
Contact Carolyn Sue Cokor 

446 Campboll Sta. Rd.
Concord. TN 37922 
Phono 615-966 1427 

term referring to obligations in a cove
nant relationship. The remarkable thing 
about Israel’s God was that, although the 
nation violated the covenant again and 
again, God was always true to His side of 
the covenant.

The theme of the eighth chapter of 
Deuteronomy is, again, a sermon on the 
First Commandment. Notice the singu
lar, “the commandment” (8:1). This 
refers to the command aganist other 
gods.

Israel is instructed to “remember” 
God’s care and leadership in the past. 
They are to remember the hardships 
they have suffered. The verb “remem
ber” is important in Deuteronomy. It oc
curs 16 times, and 12 of them are calls to 
remember the historical events of salva
tion history, such as the exodus. Israel is 
called to remember her suffering (8:2). 
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The people are to remember both God’s 
providential care and their testing by 
hardship. God had humbled Israel in the 
wilderness as He tested her dependence 
on Him. God had removed everything 
else upon which Israel could depend so 
that she might know utter dependence on 
Him. Specifically, God humbled Israel in 
letting her suffer hunger so that He could 
then send manna in the wilderness as a 
reminder that the people are dependent 
on Him even for daily bread.

A classic verse of Scripture concludes 
this passage. The people are reminded 
that even daily bread is not the sum total 
of life. God’s people need every word 
from the mouth of God in order to live.

WORLD S FAIR-KNOXVILLE
$50.00 per night* up

“Beat the inflated housing prices” 
Groups up to 70 — families, individual 
accommodations. Special group rates 
— offering 1-4 bedroom houses in nice 
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Sunday School Board artists who are committed to the ministry

Their hunger was for the purpose of 
teaching them that the divine Word is as 
necessary to life as daily bread.

Again, the point being made is God’s 
grace. God had chosen Israel for reasons 
of His own. It was an act of grace. The 
nation was completely dependent on Him 
for even the basic bread of life. Israel 
must live from God’s grace.
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Creative financing helps churches build
By Charles Willis

NASHVILLE (BP)- An erratic na
tional money market is causing many 
churches to employ creative methods of 
financing buildings, not unlike the 
creative efforts of earlier generations, 
according to a Southern Baptist architec
tural Consultant.

Churches are looking toward fund rais
ing, church bonds, membership loans, 
and volunteer builders to escape high in
terest rates and unpredictable ad
justments in loan costs.

“Today, many churches that need to 
build find the financing situation 
frustrating and hopeless,” said George 
Fletcher, a consultant with the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s church 
architecture department. “Before the 
financial crunch, most churches could 
afford a debt of approximately 35 per
cent of their income. These same 
churches can now afford a debt of only 20 
to 25 percent of their income. In many 
situations, this is not enough money to 
construct the needed building.”

Recounting the history of church 
financing in light of today’s needs, Flet
cher pointed to a variety of financing 
methods.

“In the early years, churchmen cut the 
necessary number of trees, brought 
them to the building site, peeled off the 
bark, notched the logs, and erected the 
building,” he said. “The most skilled 
person in the congregation was elected 
construction supervisor.”

As “portable sawmills” became 
available, each landowner donated trees 
for the project, and a committee 
bartered for the trees to be sawed into 
lumber. Most often, the sawmill owner 
got one log for each two he sawed into 
lumber for the church. Shingles for the 
roof were also cut from the donated 
trees.

“About the only cash needed was for 
nails,” Fletcher observed, and a special 
offering wras taken for this. Men of the 
church donated most of the labor, in
cluding hand-planing the rough lumber.”

But after World War II, fewer land
owners had trees to donate, and sawmill 
owners wanted cash instead of lumber in

8UILD1N6 FUND

trade for their services. Cash was more 
plentiful than in earlier years, and bank 
loans to churches were obtainable at two 
or three percent interest. With money 
this easily available, most churches 
ceased raising money in advance or 
seeking donated building materials from 
members. A building loan could be paid 
off in equal monthly payments for 10 
years.

“The increasing cost of building was 
always relative to the local and national 
economy,” Fletcher said. “Buildings 
were costing more, but people were 
earning more money and could afford to 
pay higher building costs.”

By the 1960s, some churches became 
concerned about borrowing all money 
needed for building and began special 
fund-raising firms to do the job for them. 
To help these churches, the Stewardship 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, with support and cooperation of 
the BSSB’s church architecture depart
ment, had begun a fund-raising program 
of its own. By 1964, the title “Together 
We Build” was officially adopted to iden
tify the program.

“Churches that had become accus
tomed to simply borrowing funds for 
building were totally unprepared for the 
sudden change in the money market in 
1979 and 1980,” Fletcher observed. 
“When interest rates jumped dramat
ically from nine percent to nearly 20 per
cent, banks began to impose a ‘floating 
interest rate.’ ”

Churches soon found that even if they 
could borrow an amount of money on 
which monthly payments could be af
forded, an upward adjustment in the in
terest rate a few months later could raise 
payments beyond the church’s ability to 
pay.

But Fletcher notes that some churches 
are turning to sources and methods of 
financing that have built-in safeguards 
against fluctuating costs.

Fund Raising: Many churches are 
making all-out efforts to raise money 
through “Together We Build” and 
“Building for Today’s Challenge” pro
grams. Some churches are raising 50 to 
75 percent of the needed funds, and a few 
are raising the total amount.

“Every dollar the church raises saves 

between $2.50 and $3 in pay-back in
terest,” Fletcher said. “This method of 
financing is similar to the one used by 
our forefathers. Instead of giving trees, 
members give their dollars.”

Church Bonds: Bonds are coming to 
the forefront as a desirable method of 
financing because they can be offered at 
several percentage points below bank in
terest rates. Pay-back interest rates are 
fixed for the life of the bond.

“Even though bond interest rates are 
lower than bank loan rates, they are still 
high enough to be a good investment for 
church members and other interested 
persons,” said Fletcher.

The church loans division of the Home 
Mission Board is developing a church 
bond program that will be available to 
all Southern Baptist churches.

Membership Loans: Churches can 
determine the amount of money to bor
row and invite members to loan the 
money out of their savings. A legal con
tract and a pay-back schedule is drawn 
up for each member granting a loan.

“By this method,” Fletcher observed, 
“all members are given an opportunity 
to lend according to their abilities.”

Volunteer Builders: The trend toward 
volunteer building teams who donate 
time and labor to churches other than 
their own is gaining momentum. In 
many cases, large churches assist 
smaller churches.

“For most building projects the con
struction costs are 40 percent for 
materials and 60 percent for labor,” 
Fletcher said. “Therefore, these 
volunteer teams have, in effect, financed 
60 percent of the building project.”

While it is a discouraging reality that 
churches may never again obtain money 
easily for building projects, the fact re
mains that growing churches must have 
adequate space for persons they hope to 
reach, teach, win, and train.

“The financial dilemma is not all 
bad,” Fletcher said. “It will bring with it 
a renewed stewardship commitment on 
the part of church members. The end 
result will be churches that continue to 
meet their buillding needs with a more 
committed membership.”

FMB appoints daughter first, parents four months later
BIRMINGHAM, Ala.(BP)- Warren 

and Joanah Rush were about to call their 
daughter and son-in-law last summer 
when the phone rang.

It was Deborah, their daughter. “Dad- 
day, guess what happened,” she blurted 
excitedly. “Freddy and I have sur
rendered to missions and we want to go 
to Japan.”

“Oh, really?” Rush replied. “Guess 
what happened on this end of the line.” 
Already grandparents, the Rushes had 
just made the same decision - to 
become foreign missionaries.

Deborah, 26, and her husband, Freddy 
Davis, then pastor of Sabal Palm Baptist 
Church, Tallahassee, Fla., were ap
pointed missionaries to Japan in 
December by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. They arrived in 
Tokyo April 15. two days after her parents 
were named Southern Baptist mis
sionaries to Senegal, West Africa, at a 
service in Birmingham, Ala.

A 60-year-old Alabama native, Rush 
led Parkway Baptist Church in 
Tallahassee for 20 years as pastor before 
returning in 1978 to guide Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in Laurel, Miss., a con
gregation he had served in the mid-’50s.

Why mission service now? “We were 
thinking about what we wanted to do if 

the Lord let us retire,” Rush says. “The 
first thing we thought of was to take off 
and start traveling. But the Lord spoke 
to us and said, ‘That’s nothing but 
selfishness.’ With all the experience 
we’ve had in our ministry, why put it on 
the shelf? So we decided we’d be 
volunteer missionaries.”

Then they learned that the age limit 
for applying to the Foreign Mission 
Board’s missionary associate program 
had been extended by a year to 60, mak
ing Rush eligible. Candidates for the 
associate program, which employs mis
sionaries for renewable four-year terms, 
include applicants past the age of 45, the 
age limit for appointment as a career 
missionary.

The Rushes were the only grand
parents named missionaries in Birm
ingham; the 31 other new missionaries 
were closer to daughter Deborah’s age. 
But the senior couple’s energy and ex
citement left some of the younger crowd 
panting.

“People say I’m crazy, but don’t 
blame me,” states Rush. “We just put 
ourselves on the altar and said, ‘Lord, 
we’re here. We’re available.’ The Lord 
answers prayer, you know.”

The pair will leave Mississippi this fall 
for three months of orientation in Pine

GRANDPARENTS BOUND FOR AFRICA 
— Mr. and Mrs. Warren Rush are look
ing forward to mission service in 
Dakar, Senegal. Their daughter, 
Deborah, was appointed as a mis
sionary to Japan last December.

Mountain, Ga., before going to Senegal. 
He will lead the International Church of 
Dakar, an English-speaking congrega
tion in the capital city of 800,000. An 
estimated 12,000 to 15,000 English- 
speaking people live in Dakar, including 
members of the diplomatic and business 
communities and students.

Rush dreams of becoming “something 
of a chaplain to Dakar,” establishing 

relationships with diplomats, govern
ment officials, and business leaders.

He is no stranger to public officials. As 
pastor at Parkway church in Tallahas
see, Florida’s capital, he dealt regularly 
with state legislators and city leaders. 
For 18 years he was chaplain to the 
Florida Highway Patrol, and for 10 years 
chaplain to the Tallahassee Police 
Department, counseling both officers 
and offenders. “I was able to get down to 
the nitty-gritty with the police,” he says.

The Rushes got down “to the nitty- 
gritty” at home too, according to their 
missionary daughter. “They taught you 
to practice what you preach,” Deborah 
says. “Everything that my parents 
preached to others, they did at home. 
They stressed that no matter what I did 
in life or what I wanted in life, Christ was 
always to come first.”

Medical team heals, 
evangelizes in Korea

SOONCHUN, Korea - A Baptist 
medical evangelism team recently 
treated 154 people in a village north of 
Soonchun, Korea, and led 31 to Christ.

In the evenings, team members 
showed Christian films and held worship 
services at the church.


