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SBC presidential 'candidates' emerge
By Dan Martin and Norman Jameson 
LOUISVILLE, Ky.(BP) — Duke K. 

McCall, retired president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, will be 
nominated for the presidency of the 
Southern Baptist Convention at the an
nual meeting in New Orleans.

Edwin Perry, spokesman for a “group 
of Louisville pastors and laymen” said: 
“Duke is not a candidate in the sense of 
running for office, but if his name is 
presented, he will not withdraw; if 
elected, he will serve.”

McCall, who became chancellor of the 
seminary with his retirement in 
February, was in eastern Europe with a 
Baptist World Alliance tour and 
unavailable for comment. He is presi
dent of BWA, which represents 
30-million Baptists around the world, un- 
til 1985.

Others prominently mentioned as 
potential nominees are Jimmy Draper, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, 
Tex.; Edwin Young, pastor of Second 
Baptist Church of Houston and current 
president of the SBC Pastors’ Con
ference; John Sullivan, pastor of Broad
moor Baptist Church of Shreveport, La.; 
and Perry Sanders, pastor of First Bap
tist Church of Lafayette, La.

Also mentioned are Richard Jackson, 
pastor of North Phoenix (Ariz.) Baptist 
Church, and Adrian Rogers, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis and 
immediate past president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Also, a Louisville pastor, Leslie Hollon 
of Finchville Baptist Church, has mailed

Missionaries in Argentina 
report increasing tension
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- Southern Bap

tist missionaries in Argentina are feeling 
increased tensions as the result of the 
British landings on the Falkland Islands 
(Malvinas), a Foreign Mission Board of
ficial just back from Buenos Aires 
reports.

Thurmon Bryant, the board’s area di
rector for eastern South America, said 
the missionaries began to experience 
greater anxiety after major British land
ing operations began May 21. “But 
insofar as missionary activities are con
cerned,” Bryant said, “things are con
tinuing as normal.”

A three-man steering committee has 
been elected to act for the missionaries 
in case immediate decisions need to be 
made. These include Leon White, named 
president of the missionary organization 
after the former president, J. Robert 
Burtis, died of a heart attack May 15; 
Mell R. Plunk, vice-president; and 
Barney Hutson, treasurer.

Bryant said a citywide crusade 
planned in Cordoba this fall has been 
canceled. He said he expects to advise 
Mississippi Baptist leaders not to send 
volunteers to Argentina at this time. 

“prayer covenants” to 1,000 Southern 
Baptist churches, asking members to 
sign the petitions in an effort to draft 
Evangelist Billy Graham for the 
denominational presidency. Hollon says 
he has not talked with-Graham, who ap
parently is not even aware of the effort, 
but said he hopes the evangelist would be 
“open to God’s will....” In announcing 
McCall’s nomination, Perry said: “He 
(McCall) is a world statesman. We need 
him. Many of us have been waiting for 
someone to emerge. If someone else with 
a sense of the historic integrity and 
worldwide vision of the denomination 
had emerged, he would not have allowed 
his name to be presented.”

Perry referred to efforts by a “take
over group” within the denomination to 
control the presidency, and with it ap
pointment to several powerful commit
tees, and said: “We feel another heavy 
victory by the takeover group... will 
hamper, hinder, and alter the character 
of our institutions and agencies, 
especially our cooperative missions ef
fort at home and abroad. That is why we 
are so concerned.”

Perry, who took part in an effort in 
1981 to thwart the movement, said the 
SBC “is, in effect, a house divided,” and 
said that “many of us fear” the conven
tion is “facing radical character 
change... disintegration. We cannot go 
on very much longer divided without 
separation beginning.”

Draper said his final decision on 
whether to allow nomination “will be 
made after we get to New Orleans. I am

Mississippi Baptists have been working 
with Baptists in Argentina, Paraguay, 
and Uruguay in partnership convention 
efforts.

Bryant accompanied Mrs. Burtis and 
her son May 21 as they brought Burtis’ 
body back to Madisonville, Tex., for ser
vices and burial May 23. The Burtises’ 
daughter was already in Texas.

Bryant said many of the 52 mission
aries remaining in Argentina had gone to 
Rosario, about a four-hour drive from 
Buenos Aires, for the annual meeting of 
the Argentine Evangelical Baptist Con
vention.

Missionaries are not curtailing their 
normal church-related activities, Bryant 
reported, but are trying to avoid “bunch
ing up” as they travel in order to make 
their American presence less conspic
uous in this time of tension and increas
ing anti-American feelings among the 
general Argentine public.

Meanwhile, a U.S. Embassy spokes
man in Buenos Aires said May 22 that the 
evacuation of non-essential embassy 
personnel to Montevideo, Uruguay, had 
been stepped up “until all this blows 
over.”

an idealist, and I want to feel I am need
ed to be nominated.

He commented he believes Young “to 
be the most electable man” because 
Young will receive high visibility as 
president of the Pastors’ Conference. “I 
would not want to compete with him for 
it (the presidency). I am not saying for

Texas Baptists elect 
Pinson as executive

DALLAS (BP)- William M. Pinson
Jr., president of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary, has been 
unanimously elected executive director 
of the 2.2-million member Baptist 
General Convention of Texas.

Pinson will succeed James H. Landes, 
who retires this year after having been 
Texas Baptists’ highest administrative 
leader since 1974. Pinson will be ex
ecutive director-elect until Jan. 1. He 
will join the BGCT July 1.

In presenting Pinson’s name, search 
committee chairman Dewey Presley 
said each of the 14 members of the com
mittee “was furnished information on 
more than 100 individuals.” The list was 
narrowed to 33 then to 16, later to seven. 
“We then moved on and the list was 
reduced to four, which the committee 
unanimously agreed should be invited 
for visit.”

Presley, of Dallas, said three of the 
four agreed to visit, and on April 23, after 
the interviews were completed, the com
mittee “came together with hopes of 
ranking the three.”

Reading from the minutes taken by 
Bailey Stone, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Odessa, Presley said: “Words 
are simply powerless to describe what 
happened. .. Remarkably, one person, 
Bill Pinson, was on the heart and mind of 
each committee member. It was a deep 
spiritual experience for us to sense the 
unity of the committee. It was not a 
reluctant unity; it was an overwhelming 
spiritual oneness.”

Committee member Jimmy Draper, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Euless, 
said the action is “not casual ... but en
thusiastic. Although Pinson and I have 
not always agreed in the past, I have 
always known him to be kind, con
siderate, and fair; a visionary man who 
can lead us on.”

Pinson said he accepted the post 
because it is “a continuation of my call to 
missions.” He said among his goals for 
Texas Baptists is “the need to major on 
new church starts for reaching the 
cities.” He also noted there is a need to 
reach out to all language groups and 
pledged that “in all things, I will stress 
the unity of the convention.”

As executive, Pinson will be coor
dinator and liaison between the Ex
ecutive Board and 23 colleges, hospitals, 
and children’s homes, plus state, home, 

sure I wouldn’t; my feeling is that I 
would not want to,” Draper said.

Young said his “primary concern” is 
the Pastors’ Conference and the evangel
istic rally in the Louisiana Superdome. 
“I haven’t given any serious considera
tion to the presidency. I want to do the 

(Continued on page 2) 

William M. Pinson Jr.

and foreign mission programs supported 
by the 4,500 Southern Baptist churches 
and missions through the Cooperative 
Program. The 1982 Texas Cooperative 
Program budget is $45.4-million.

Pinson was named president of Golden 
Gate seminary’ in 1977, after two years as 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Wichita 
Falls, Tex. From 1963 to 1977, he was pro
fessor of Christian ethics at South
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Tex., and was associate 
secretary of the Texas Baptist Christian 
Life Commission from 1957 to 1963.

He is a graduate of North Texas State 
University, Denton, and Southwestern 
seminary.

At Golden Gate, Pinson led in estab
lishing the Baker James Cauthen Chair 
of Missions and the E. Hermond 
JVestmoreland Chair of Evangelism. He 
also was instrumental in founding the 
Church Growth Institute, the World Mis
sions Center, and a multi-ethnic pro
gram of language studies that includes 
Spanish, Korean, and Chinese.

He is author of 17 books and other 
publications and with Clyde E. Fant Jr., 
now president of Ruschlikon Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Switzerland, 
Pinson, in 1971, produced 13 volumes en
titled Twenty Centuries of Great 
Preaching.
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HOLMAN DISPLAY — The Baptist Sunday School Board's Holman Bible display is on 
exhibit in the Baptist Pavilion at the 1982 World's Fair. Pictured are (left to right) 
Jimmy Edwards, the board's vice-president for publishing and distribution; James 
Clark, executive vice-president, Odell Crowe, director of the Holman division, and 
David Peach, executive director of Baptist Ministries for the 1982 World's Fair.

Senate panel considers 
church pension benefits

SBC presidential
(Continued from page 1) 

job with the Pastors’ Conference, to set 
the tone of evangelism and missions for 
the convention. I don’t have any sense of 
leadership or guidance about this thing 
(the presidency),” he added.

The Houston pastor said he “does not 
plan to be nominated,” and said if he 
were to use the pastors’ meeting as an 
“overt stepping stone” it would take 
away from what “God wants to do in the 
meeting....”

Sullivan said he will be nominated but 
did not yet know who will do it. He said 
he was “surprised” by McCall’s decision 
to be nominated, adding he is the only 
publicly-announced nominee McCall’s 
candidacy would hurt because no votes 
for McCall would go to an announced 
“conservative” candidate, but may go to 
him.

“I’ve said all along I think the issue is 
convention control,” Sullivan said. “The 
group that announced its intentions to 
take control of the convention boards and 
agencies is using theology as an in. I do 
not see the great problem of the 
denomination right now as theological.”

Sullivan believes the SBC president 
“must work from the middle of the con
stituency and not from either end,” and 
said he represents the mainstream of the 
denomination because he is “right in the 
middle.”

“The denomination is a broad-based 
cooperative organization to do the work 
of Christ,” Sullivan said.

“I see myself as a conservative who’s 
not angry about it,” Sullivan said.

Sanders, mentioned early as a likely 
candidate, said he will not “run” for the 
office but is undecided on whether he will 
allow himself to be nominated. He is a 
close personal friend of Sullivan, but said 
Sullivan’s candidacy will not affect his 
decision.

Sanders has been active on the evan
gelism circuit the past year, preaching 
in Texas, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Alabama. At the 1981 SBC meeting in Los 
Angeles, Sanders delivered the closing 
address and was interrupted by applause 
12 times, mostly, he says, after making 
strong theological points.

He considers the presiding functions of 
the SBC president an enormous part of

'candidates'...
the presidential responsibility. For such, 
he feels experience beyond presiding 
over church business meetings is impor
tant.

“I’m going to make my decision ex
clusively on the basis of what the Lord 
would have me do at this time in my 
life,” Sanders said. He said people who 
may vote for him would be people con
cerned about denominational total sup
port, and cooperative missions. But he 
said, the same people could vote com
fortably for Sullivan or McCall for the 
same reasons.

An observer of denominational politics 
said the trio of Sullivan, Sanders, and 
McCall could so split their votes that 
none would make a strong showing on 
the first ballot. But, combined the three 
could likely prevent a first-ballot victory 
by the “conservative” candidate, assur
ing a run-off vote. The “most likely” can
didate would then face the “conser
vative” nominee, if there is, indeed, a 
united “conservative” nominee as most 
observers feel there will be.

Jackson, nominated in 1980, said he 
will not be a nominee, and expressed 
disappointment in the excessive energy 
expended in electing a president. “I have 
only one desire in my heart,” Jackson 
said. “That is that Southern Baptists 
return to having messengers who vote 
the convictions of their hearts at the time 
of the convention, and not delegates who 
vote by ’ manipulation of politicians 
beforehand.”

Rogers, who bowed out after serving 
only one term, said he has “no desire... 
no ambition to be nominated,” but 
declined to definitely rule himself out. 
“However, I can’t imagine cir
cumstances which would precipitate that 
(a nomination).”
Cummings accepts call 
of West View Church

Robert Cummings accepted a call to 
the pastorate of West View Baptist 
Church, Rogersville, a ministry he 
began April 11.

Cummings is a former pastor of Valley 
View Baptist Church, Mooresburg, and 
the Macedonia and Parkway Baptist 
churches in Morristown, of which he is a 
native.

WASHINGTON (BP)- Legislation 
providing more equitable treatment for 
denominational pension plans received a 
boost during consideration by a Sedate 
panel.

Backed by virtually every U.S. 
denomination - including the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board — S. 
1910 drew favorable comments from a 
treasury department spokesman as well 
as Sen. John H. Chafee, chairman of the 
Senate Subcommittee on Savings, Pen
sions, and Investment.

Chafee, who said he is attracted to any 
piece of legislation which had such 
uniform support from the nation’s 
church groups, signed on as a co-sponsor 
of the measure following the hearing.

“Ministers and denominational em
ployees will be greatly benefited by the 
increased economic security which S. 
1910’s enactment will make available,” 
Annuity Board general counsel Gary S. 
Nash told the panel.

Among other things, the bill would per
mit participants in denominational 
retirement programs who traditionally 
have been poorly compensated during 
their early working years to make 
greater-than-normal tax deferred annui
ty payments in later years. This would 
be partly accomplished by allowing 
church plan participants the same op
tions for overriding the normal annual 
contribution limits that current law pro
vides for teachers, hospital workers, and 
employees of home health service agen
cies.

The bill also would treat a person’s ser-

Barry Gregg earns 
RA service awards

Barry K. Gregg, of Newport, recently 
completed five service aide awards 
under the Royal Ambassador program of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.
The awards, com- 

pleted in the areas 
of witness, ministry, 
and education, re- 
quired a minimum 
of 750 hours of ser- ▼ II
vice and work with $ jM
the RA program. JU
Gregg will receive ,
the Ambassador
Service Aide award MM YSr MM 
from the SBC Broth- Gregg 
erhood Commission and is eligible to 
receive a $1,200 scholarship from a 
Southern Baptist college.

Gregg is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Randy Gregg, and attends Cocke County 
High School in Newport and Walters 
State Community College in Morristown. 
He is a member of Northport Baptist 
Church, also in Newport, where he is a 
member of the puppet ministry, youth 
choir, and singing ensembles.

Rutherford FBC calls 
Herschel R. Lindsey

First Baptist Church, Rutherford, has 
called Herschel R. Lindsey as pastor, a 
ministry he began April 21.

Lindsey came to the church from the 
pastorate of Salem Baptist Church, 
Trenton. He is a former pastor of Friend
ship Baptist Church, Millington, and Gib
son Baptist Church, Gibson, and was 
previously director of missions for the 
Weakley County Baptist Association.

A native of Waldo, Ark., Lindsey is a 
diploma graduate of Southwestern Bap
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

vice to any Baptist congregation, agen
cy, or institution as service to a single 
employer. This , change is important 
because the years of service in the pres
ent job is one factor in determining the 
annual limit on payments to a penison 
plan.

The bill also would clarify - in the 
face of a recent Internal Revenue Ser
vice ruling that only insurance com
panies can issue tax sheltered annuities 
- that church pension boards are 
authorized to do so under federal tax 
law.

Nash, secretary of a 27-denomination 
coalition to secure fair treatment of 
church pension programs, said that with 
the support of the two initial Senate spon
sors, Sen. Lloyd Bentsen and Sen. Robert 
J. Dole, as well as Chafee, he expects 
“quick passage.”

An identical bill, H.R. 5067, has been 
introduced in the House by Rep. James 
C. Wright and Rep. Barber B. Conable 
where it is pending in Ways and Means 
Committee.

Baumgartner elected 
evangelism interim

The state missions committee of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention elected 
Leslie R. Baumgartner to serve as in
terim evangelism director, a respon
sibility he is assuming in addition to his 
duties as director of the TBC missions 
department.

The committee, which is acting as a 
search committee to find a new director 
for the state evangelism department, 
elected Baumgartner to the position at a 
meeting May 20. Malcolm McDow, for
mer director, resigned recently to 
become a professor of evangelism at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.

According to Carroll Owen, TBC con
vention ministries director, Baumgart
ner was elected to the post because the 
missions and evangelism departments 
“have something in common in that they 
both work with the Home Mission Board 
and are accustomed to working with 
directors of missions. His length of ex
perience with the TBC (over 21 years) 
was also a factor.”

Baumgartner assumed the additional 
position May 24.

Thomas begins ministry 
in Old Salem pastorate

Benny Thomas recently began duties 
as pastor of Old Salem Baptist Church, 
Delano, in response to a call from the 
church.

Thomas is a former pastor of Holly 
Springs Baptist Church, Tellico Plains; 
Antioch Baptist Church, Benton; Shiloh 
Baptist Church, Ocoee; and Chestuee 
Baptist Church, Calhoun.

A native of California, Thomas has 
served as an associational moderator 
and on several associational commit
tees.

Talbott congregation 
calls Steve Turner

Magna View Baptist Church, Talbott, 
called Steve Turner as pastor, a position 
he began May 2.

A native of Gainesville, Fla., Turner 
was previously a pastor in Christoval, 
Tex.; and Syracuse and Buffalo, N.Y. He 
is a graduate of Howard Payne College, 
Brownwood, Tex.; and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, New 
Orleans, La.
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WEST TENNESSEE PASTORS’ OFFICERS — Newly-elected officers of the West Ten
nessee Baptist Pastors' Conference are (left to right) Darrell Clarke, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Humboldt, president; Doyle Neal, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Parsons, vice-president; James Humphreys, director of missions for the Carroll- 
Benton Baptist Association, secretary-treasurer; and John Norvell, minister of 
music at Southside Baptist Church, Martin, music director.

Southern Baptist leaders 
differ on prayer amendment

Argentina missionary 
dies of heart attack

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP)- President 

Reagan’s call for a constitutional 
amendment on public school prayer 
brought mixed reactions from some 

| Southern Baptist pastors and executives.
Reagan announced May 6 - the Na- 

| tional Day of Prayer - that he intended 
f to keep a campaign pledge to support 

such an amendment. On May 17, he sent 
his proposal to Capitol Hill.

j His proposed amendment reads: 
I “Nothing in this Constitution shall be 
I construed to prohibit individual or group 
I prayer in public schools or other public 
I institutions. No person shall be required 
I by the United States or by any state to 
I participate in prayer.”

Among those opposing the president’s 
call in a narrow Baptist Press sampling, 

j were Harold C. Bennett, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the SBC Ex- 

* ecutive Committee, and Grady C. 
Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

| Bennett said he is happy with resolu- 
| tions on school prayer passed at annual 

meetings of the Southern Baptist Con- 
‘ vention during the past 20 years since the 
Supreme Court struck down state- 
required prayer and Bible reading.

In 1980, the last time messengers ad- 
l dressed the issue, they “rightly resolved 

to support truly voluntary prayer while 
opposing ‘attempts, either by law or 
other means, to circumvent the Supreme 
Court’s decisions forbidding government 
authored or sponsored religious exer
cises in public schools,’ ” Bennett said.

Cothen, who heads the world’s largest 
religious publishing house, said the pro
posed amendment is unnecessary be
cause it “makes no provision for 
anything not now possible.”

, Allen Farris ordained, 
called to Conasauga

Conasauga Baptist Church, Etowah, 
called Allen Farris to his first pastorate, 
a position he began in March.

At the request of the church, Farris 
was ordained April 4 by Clear Springs 
Baptist Church, Athens, where Frank 

I Hicks is the pastor. Jack Nunley 
[ delivered the ordination sermon.

A native of Athens, Farris attends 
I Cleveland State Community College, 
I Cleveland.

“As desirable as prayer in public 
schools may be, mandatory or super
vised prayer is antithetical to our Baptist 
free faith,” he added. “To make public 
prayer a political football is to deny the 
meaning of real prayer. To give this 
issue to each local community is to 
guarantee political confusion over a 
sacred, personal, religious act.

James M. Dunn, executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, said of Reagan’s proposal: 
“Nothing in the Bill of Rights is more 
fundamental than freedom from any 
coercion, manipulation, or pressure 
regarding religion. Little children in 
public schools should not be required to 
defend their particular spiritual 
heritage.

“Compulsory school attendance laws 
make group prayer unfair and imprac
tical. The proposed constitutional 
amendment would itself be a reversal of 
the First Amendment, impossible to im
plement, contradictory in content, and 
contrary to our Baptist input into the Bill 
of Rights.”

Jimmy Draper, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Tex., favors passage. “I 
would not be unhappy with the wording 
of the president’s amendment,” he told 
Baptist Press.

Said Draper, a likely nominee for 
Southern Baptist Convention president in 
June, “I do not agree with those who sud
denly say we cannot acknowledgte God 
in the classroom. We acknowledge Him 
in the Constitution itself and in other na
tional documents.”

Saying he favors time for silent prayer 
and meditation, Draper emphasized he 
does not favor mandatory, recited 
prayer. “A student should not be com
pelled to pray,” he said, “but under the 
President’s proposal, he would at least 
have the opportunity.”

Ron Herrod, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Kenner, La., appreciates 
Reagan’s “courage for taking a stand.”

“I think it’s positive and I agree with it 
completely,” said Herrod, chairman of 
the Bold Mission New Orleans Commit
tee that is planning evangelistic events 
for messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting June 15-17. “I think 
there has been a decline in public moral 
stance since the Supreme Court rulings 
on prayer. I agree that no one should be 
forced to pray, but they should be al
lowed to pray.”

BUENOS AIRES (BP)- J. Robert 
Burtis, Southern Baptist missionary to 
Argentina, died May 15 at his home in 
Buenos Aires after suffering a heart at
tack.

The 44-year-old Texan, appointed a 
missionary in 1967, was chairman of the 
organization of Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in Argentina. In that capacity 
he had been working closely with mis
sionaries and Argentine Baptist leaders 
to minimize the impact of the Falkland 
Islands (Malvinas) dispute on the mis
sionaries’ work with Argentine Baptists.

Fellow Missionary Mell R. Plunk call
ed the death “completely unexpected.” 
Burtis reportedly had no history of heart 
problems.

At a May 16 memorial service held at 
San Antonio de Padua Baptist Church, 
near Buenos Aires, hundreds crowded 
the pews, aisles, and the sidewalk out
side the church as Argentine evangelical 
Baptist Convention President Miguel 
Bollatti paid tribute to Burtis for his love 
of Argentina and its people.

Bollatti called Burtis “un tipo 
gaucho,” a term reserved for foreigners

Preachers' school 
to hear Stanton

JEFFERSON CITY - The 53rd annual 
session of the East Tennessee Baptist 
Preachers’ School is scheduled at 
Carson-Newman College, June 21-25. The 
school is jointly sponsored by the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention through the 
Golden State Missions Offering and 
Carson-Newman.

Jack Stanton, professor of evangelism, 
Southwest Baptist College, Bolivar, Mo., 
will be the preacher of the week. 
“Discipleship Training” will be taught 
by Larry E. Roberts, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church. St. Mathews, S.C. Mrs. 
A. Harrison Gregory will speak on 
“God’s Mission — Our Opportunity for 
Abundant Life.” “The First Epistle of 
Peter” will be taught by John H. Mc
Clanahan, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Pine Bluff, Ark.

J. Donald Mitchell, C-N director of 
church relations and director of the 
Preachers’ School, said registration will 
begin at 1 p.m., June 21, on the ground 
floor of Henderson Humanities Building. 
The first general session is scheduled for 
4 p.m. in Gentry Auditorium of Hender
son Hall.

Participants will be housed in college 
residence halls and meals will be served 
in Stokely Memorial Cafeteria.

For additional information on the East 
Tennessee Baptist Preachers’ School, 
contact J. Donald Mitchell, Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, TN 
37760.

Former missionary 
to lead Greenbrier

Larry Baker, a former Southern Bap
tist missionary to Ecuador, accepted a 
call to lead First Baptist Church, Green
brier, as its pastor.

Baker, who began the ministry April 
25. served as a seminary extension pro
fessor in Guayaquil, Ecuador. He was 
previously a pastor of Pleasant Hill Bap
tist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., and 
Barataria Baptist Church, Lafitte, La.

A native of Hopkinsville. Ky., Baker is 
a graduate of Vanderbilt University, 
Nashville; New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Murray 
State University, Murray, Ky. 

whom Argentines have come to consider 
fellow countrymen.

Plunk said the service was “one of the 
greatest expressions of love by the na
tionals that I’ve ever heard.”

Another memorial service was sche
duled for May 18 at International Baptist 
Church, Buenos Aires, to be attended by 
all Southern Baptist missionaries in the 
country.

Burtis coordinated the work of West 
Grand Buenos Aires Baptist Association, 
a group of some 25 churches and 10 mis
sion points, including San Antonio de 
Padua Church, where he was pastor. The 
association serves several of the largest 
municipalities in Argentina, with popula
tion exceeding three-million people.

His work included starting and 
developing new churches, training 
pastors, Bible teaching and seminary ex
tension programs, youth CEMP leader
ship, and interim pastoral work.

Born in Madisonville, Tex., Burtis 
graduated from Howard Payne College 
(now Howard Payne University), 
Brownwood, Tex., and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Tex.

He led churches in San Saba, 
Singleton, Bryan, Brady, and Hemp
stead, Texas. After missionary appoint
ment he worked as an evangelist in San
ta Fe, Argentina, before transferring to 
Buenos Aires in 1976.

Burtis is survived by his wife, the 
former Betty Alien of Shattuck, Okla.; 
two children, Sharon Beth Burtis of Lub
bock, Tex., and John Allen; a sister, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Richardson of Duncan
ville, Tex.; and his mother, Mrs. Reba V. 
Burtis of Madisonville, Tex.

Thurmon Bryant, Foreign Mission 
Board area director for eastern South 
America, cut short an Argentina visit to 
accompany the Burtis body and family 
back to Texas May 21.

Swor, Wildmon set 
to speak at Union

JACKSON - Chester E. Swor. 
educator, and Donald E. Wildmon, 
founder of the National Federation for 
Decency, will address Union University 
graduates during this year’s commence
ment activities, May 29.

Swor, retired dean of men and assis
tant professor of English at Mississippi 
College, Clinton, will deliver the bac
calaureate sermon at 10:50 a.m. in G. M. 
Savage Memorial Chapel. The 6:00 p.m. 
commencement address will be deliv
ered outdoors by Wildmon.

The author of four books, Swor travels 
25,000 miles yearly as a Christian lec
turer on college campuses across the na
tion and around the world.

Wildmon was pastor of United Metho
dist churches for 17 years prior to 
organizing the National Federation for 
Decency, Tupelo, Miss., in 1977. As ex
ecutive director of the federaton and 
chairman of the Coalition for Better 
Television, he heads more that 1,400 
groups nationwide for constructive 
television programming. He is the 
author of 17 inspiriational books.

During the commencement ceremony 
two honorary doctorates will be 
awarded.

The honorary doctor of laws degree 
will be presented to O. P. Hammons, a 
farmer and educator from Forrest City, 
Ark., and the honorary doctor of divinity 
degree will be awarded to Dillard West, 
pastor of Enon Baptist Church, Halls.
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EDITORIAL

Commending SBC Committee on Boards Cicero’s
One of the most important business items during 

the annual sessions of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion is the election of trustees. Those elected are en
trusted with the operation of our SBC agencies and in
stitutions, within the opportunities and limitations of 
the convention-approved charter, program state
ment, and guidelines.

Trustees (sometimes called directors or commis
sioners) are responsible to the convention which has 
elected them for the performance of the ministries 
and services of that agency or institution.

Next month, 23 Tennessee Baptists will be 
nominated by the SBC Committee on Boards for elec
tion as trustees for various Southern Baptist Conven
tion agencies. The election of trustees is scheduled for 
Wednesday morning, June 16, during the convention 
in New Orleans.

Since there was considerable discussion about the 
1981 committee’s nominations, we would like to
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publicly commend the 1982 Committee on Boards for 
the excellent slate of Tennesseans which will be 
presented. The two Tennesseans on the Committee on 
Boards are Marvin Gibson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, and Steve Little, a member of 
Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville.

It is our opinion that the 23 Tennesseans who will be 
nominated are individuals who represent a good cross 
section of Tennessee Baptist life. Many of these 
nominees are involved in Tennessee Baptist ac
tivities, and all of them are active members of their 
local churches.

All of the Tennesseans who are eligible for a second 
term as a trustee will be nominated for re-election.

According to information we have received, these 
will be the nominees from Tennessee who will be 
recommended for election by the 1982 SBC 
messengers:

SBC Executive Committee — Richard D. Patton, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Portland (re-election).

Foreign Mission Board — Fred Steelman, pastor of 
Red Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga, and presi
dent of the TBC Executive Board.

Home Mission Board — Jerry L. Glisson, pastor of 
Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis, and a former 
TBC president.

Sunday School Board — Winford L. Hendrix, pastor 
of Brainerd Baptist Church, Chattanooga; (three 
local members) Ralph C. Harris, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Donelson; Harold D. Smith, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Columbia, and chairman of the 
TBC Committee on Committees; and Raymond 
Langlois, pastor of Judson Baptist Church, Nashville.

Annuity Board — Ronald E. Earl, a member of Cen
tral Baptist Church, Hixson.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary — Steve 
Anderson, a member of First Baptist Church, Mem
phis; and John Lee Taylor, pastor of West Jackson 
Baptist Church, Jackson.

American Baptist Seminary Commission — Mar
shall Gupton, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Camden; (two local members) Troy D. Woodbury, a 
member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville (re-election); and Norman C. Herron, a 
member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nash
ville (re-election).

Education Commission — Tom Madden, executive 
secretary of the TBC Executive Board. (The Commit
tee op Boards will also recommend that Madden 
represent this agency on the Southern Baptist Foun
dation trustees).

Brotherhood Commission — (two local members) 
Kenneth H. Rose, a member of First Baptist Church, 
Maryville (re-election); and Richard H. Emmert, 
pastor of Manley Baptist Church, Morristown.

Historical Commission — (two local members) 
Carolyn Blevins, professor at Carson-Newman Col
lege, Jefferson City (re-election); and Stan Rushing, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Newport (re-election).

Southern Baptist Foundation — In addition to Mad
den as representative of the Education Commission, 
five local members will be nominated: Osta Under
wood, a member of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and former president of the TBC Executive 
Board; G. Warren Gregory, a member of Judson Bap
tist Church, Nashville; Edward M. Smith, a member 
of Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville; John P. Gif
ford Sr., a member of Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Nashville; and Clarence Edmonds, a member of 
Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood.

The 1982 Committee on Boards has selected a 
balanced list of committed Tennessee Southern Bap
tists. We would urge the SBC messengers to elect all 
of these to represent Southern Baptists on these 
various boards and commissions.

comment

By the editor
“Cicero, I need your help in making 

an ‘unofficial’ announcement that I am 
available to be drafted as the next 
president of the Southern Baptist Con* 
vention, said my telephone caller who 
identified himself as Camp Payne, 
pastor of Big Deal Baptist Church.

Cicero reminded the caller that tradi
tionally Baptists did not campaign for 
such offices. “In fact, in the past it has 
almost been certain assurance of 
defeat, if a person gave any hint they 
might desire to be elected,” I added.

“Oh, I know,” Payne proclaimed. 
“Officially, I am issuing a statement 
that ‘If nominated, I will not run; if 
elected, I will not serve; if impeached, 
I will not resign.’ ”

Camp Payne took a humble deep 
breath and continued, “However, as a 
committed Southern Baptist, I cannot 
turn my back on the tide of public opin
ion.”

Cicero started several sentences that 
did not seem to have endings, and then 
stammered, “Tell me about this ‘tide of 
public opinion’ you are feeling.”

Payne broke with emotion. “It’s so 
unbelievable that I have a hard time 
believing it myself. If I were not known 
to be so humble and unassuming, it 
might appear that I planned it all.”

I wondered, “What all?”
Camp confided that he had been in 

telephone contact with a number of 
pastors throughout the country - he 
did not say who initiated the calls - 
and he had asked each one of them, 
"Don’t you think that either you or I 
ought to be elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention?”

Camp cleared his throat, “Would you 
believe that 78 percent of these 
answered ‘Yes.’ ”

Payne eased out the information that 
he had been writing a lot of letters late
ly - especially to those who are likely 
to show up in New Orleans - compli
menting them on their birthdays, Sun
day School attendance, anniversaries, 
grass on their church lawns, printing of 
the church newsletters, sermon titles, 
etc.

Camp cited that his name had ap
peared 17 times in the Baptist and 
Reflector during the past year, and that 
his name is becoming a "churchhold” 
word.

“I have asked - ah, I mean, 1 have 
been asked by — several prominent 
pastors to put my name in 
nomination,” Payne pulsed.

Cicero was cautious, but did manage 
to agree that a new SBC president 
would be elected in New Orleans, since 
Bailey Smith had served two con
secutive terms and was not eligible for 
re-election.

“You are right,” Camp commented. 
“And haven’t you editors often noted 
that any one of the 13-million Southern 
Baptists - except Bailey Smith - 
could be nominated in New Orleans 
next month?”

Cicero nodded.
“I’ll talk to you later, Cicero,” Camp 

concluded. “I need to make a few more 
phone calls to people about their plans 
to draft me.”
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I IPersonal 
perspective
By TOM MADDEN 

TBC executive secretary
Luke 12 records for us the coming of a 

man asking Christ to “speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with me.”

Our Lord answered to him, “beware of 
covetousness” (Luke 12:13, 15). Ap
parently the one making the appeal to 
Christ was not satisfied with the custo
mary way of divid
ing the inheritance.
Our Lord reminded 
him of the dangers 
of covetousness.
It is my under

standing that covet
ousness is not a sin 
if it is the desire to 
possess the worthy 
and the best gifts. 
Covetousness be- Madden 
comes a sin when we desire that which 
we cannot lawfully obtain and have no 
other right to it. An example of this is 
when Ahab coveted Naboth’s vineyard. 
He had no legal or moral right to it, but 
nevertheless he desired it.

Tragedies are caused by covetousness. 
Ananias and Sapphira did not want to 
give the total price of their farm to the 
disciples. The rich young ruler did not 
want to give up his possessions to follow 
Christ. David coveted Bathsheba, the 
wife of Uriah.

Covetousness is an inward sin. Usually 
it is a secret sin, but always a serious sin. 
I thought about some of the causes of 

I covetousness. When possessions become 
a major thrust in one’s life, then 

; covetousness creeps in. When one 
becomes blind to the true values of life 
and becomes obsessed by the physical 
and the temporal, covetousness can 
creep in.

The best cure I know for covetousness 
is to make Christ Saviour and Lord of our 
lives. Even then, we need to be constant
ly aware of covetousness. I think some 
ways we can practice awareness are by 

, using the Lord’s Day properly, by main
taining an active life in a local church, 
and by being sure that we honor the Lord 

. with the first fruits of our income.
I know you join with me in asking God 

’ to help us to covet the best gifts, and to 
, beware of coveting things that are not 
lawful and would eventually destroy us.

BSSB names Evette 
to consultant post

NASHVILLE - Ray F. Evette has 
been named consultant in weekday early 
education (WEE) in the church ad
ministration department at the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Evette, a native of South Carolina, 
moves to the Sunday School Board from 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
where he was director of preschool and 
children’s work for eight years.

Prior to that, he had served as 
minister of education and youth at Du- 

.nean Baptist Church, Greenville, S.C., 
and minister of education, youth, and 
music at First Baptist Church, Caddo 
Mills, Tex.

In his new position, Evette will provide 
help for churches with ministries in 
daycare, kindergarten, mothers’ day 
out, and Christian day schools.

Evette is a graduate of North Green
ville College, Tigerville, S.C.; Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City; and 

I Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Fort Worth, Tex.

BSSB unveils TelNet, names
Denney network manager

NASHVILLE (BP)- Baptist TelNet 
was unveiled as the name of the Sunday 
School Board’s satellite telecommunica
tions network by President Grady C. 
Cothen.

Cothen named Joe Denney, supervisor 
of the Broadman supplies and audio
visual section at the board, as manager 
of telecommunications to coordinate 
broadcast efforts.

Denney, a 19-year employee of the 
board, is a graduate of Auburn Universi
ty, Auburn, Ala. He joined the board in 
1962 as an analyst in the research ser
vices department and moved to Broad
man in 1970.

Baptist TelNet is expected to begin 
programming to Southern Baptist 
churches, associations, states, and other 
Baptist groups by mid-1984, according to 
Cothen. He said the goal is to assist 
churches in implementing up-to-date 
outreach and ministry efforts by tele
casting training and educational pro
grams.

“Satellite communications is a method 
God has given us to do our work in a bet
ter way to help churches do what God 
has commissioned them to do,” Cothen 
said. “We won’t dispense with the 
printed word, but we will add to it the 
visual word.”

The board will operate Baptist TelNet, 
and other SBC agencies are expected to 
produce programs for the network on 
missions, stewardship, and other topics. 
The first taping will be this summer at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Conference Center.

Earlier. Cothen told state Sunday 
School directors meeting in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., associations are the key to getting 
network programming to small churches 
unable to afford their own receiving 
equipment. Associations with equipment 
will be able to take programs as they are 
broadcast and make them available to 
churches not participating in Baptist 
TelNet.

“If we can get every association to 
purchase the equipment, every church in 
the Southern Baptist Convention will 
have access to help in training their 
workers,” he said.

Participating churches and associa
tions will need a television set or 
monitor,'videotape player/recorder, and

C-N names Schulz 
to nursing program

JEFFERSON CITY- Nancy P. Schulz 
has been named assistant professor of 
nursing at Carson-Newman College.

Mrs. Schulz has previously served as a 
nurse practitioner with the Primary 
Care Program of the Knox County 
Health Department and was a clinical in
structor in community health and funda
mental nursing at East Stroudsburg 
(Pa.) State College.

She has also worked as a district nurse 
with the Metropolitan Nashville Health 
Department and a staff nurse at the 
Henrietta Engleston Hospital for 
Children, Atlanta, Ga.

A graduate of the University of Ten
nessee and Vanderbilt University, she 
has been certified by the American 
Nurses Association as a family nurse 
practitioner.

The bachelor of science in nursing 
degree program is expected to be fully 
operational this fall at Carson-Newman. 
The college and East Tennessee Baptist 
Hospital are cooperating to make the 
program available. Students entering 
the nursing program will be jointly 
enrolled with C-N and the ETBH school 
of nursing.

NEW TELNET MANAGER — Joe Denney 
(right), new manager of telecom
munications for the Sunday School 
Board, is congratulated by President 
Grady Cothen.
a commercial quality TVRO (television 
receive only unit). Broadman Press will 
market equipment through the CAVE 
Plan.

Cothen said the cost of TVROs con
tinues to drop and they should be 
available for $5,000-6,000 by 1983. Also, 
the board will charge program subscrip
tion fees to cover the cost of production. 
Fees will be set in 1983.

Cothen said a longer range benefit of 
Baptist TelNet is that churches will be 
able to build a library of videotapes on 
almost any topic of need to church 
workers.

Beller emphasizes 
good self-image

JEFFERSON CITY - Ronald E. 
Beller, president of East Tennessee 
State University, told 272 members of the 
1982 graduating class at Carson-Newman 
College May 7 to seek a positive self
image and personal identity.

“Few attributes a person may possess 
correlate more strongly with success in a 
wide range of human experience than 
does a solid sense of self, a strong and 
positive personal identity,” Beller said.

“This identity, the product of the ex
periences of your life, has been and will 
continue to be a powerful force affecting 
all of your undertakings,” Beller con
tinued, explaining that identity develops 
from experiences with family and peers, 
at school, and events in life.

“You have gained experiences from 
doing things, initiating actions, 
demonstrating competencies,” he said. 
“You have absorbed the many forces 
from your surroundings and have begun 
to carve your own personal niche.”

In closing, Beller told the graduating 
class that each possesses “a unique iden
tity in the eye of an all-seeing God.”

World’s Fair 
prayer requests

This week pray for...
— Knox County Baptists that they will be effective witnesses to the inter

national visitors with whom they come in contact.
— leaders of the offsite ministry groups as they train and prepare.
— visitors to the World’s Fair that their hearts will be open to the gospel.
— these choirs that will perform at the Baptist Pavilion: May 28, Alabama 

Singing Men of Hillsboro Heights Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala., and First 
Baptist Church, West Monroe, La.; May 29, Youth/College Choir, First Bap
tist Church, Auburn, Ala.; May 30, Walnut Street Baptist Church, Louisville, 
Ky.; May 31, First Baptist Church, Sweetwater, Tenn.; June 1, Youth Ensem
ble, First Baptist Church, Tuscumbia, Ala.; June 2, First Baptist Church, 
Mountain Home, Ark.; June 3, First Baptist Church, Huntsville, Ala.

Missions director 
dies in Georgia

COLUMBUS, Ga.(BP)- R. Bennard 
McCard, director of Baptist mission 
work in the Columbus, Ga., area, was 
found in Lake Hartwell May 15, three 
days after he disappeared from Georgia 
Baptist Assembly at Toccoa. He was 53 
years old.

McCard was missionary for four local 
associations - Columbus, Merritt, Pine 
Mountain, and Summerhill.

A diabetic, McCard was attending a 
missionaries’ workshop at the Baptist 
assembly in northeast Georgia. He com
plained of not feeling well May 12 and left 
the assembly that evening alone. He left 
his diabetes insulin kit in his room.

Searchers found his car the following 
day on the South Carolina side of Lake 
Hartwell, about 15 miles from the 
assembly. Two days later fishermen 
found his body on the Georgia side of 
Lake Hartwell. Early police reports did 
not indicate any foul play. The family 
believes the death was related to his 
diabetic condition.

McCard had been area missionary 
seven years. Earlier he was pastor in 
four Georgia cities. He was a native of 
Thomaston, Ga.; and a graduate of 
Mercer University, Macon, Ga. He at
tended New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theo
logical Seminary.

HCBA graduating class 
to hear Tanner, Buell

SEYMOUR - William G. Tanner, 
president of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board, and John Buell, pastor of 
Knoxville’s McCalla Avenue Baptist 
Church, are the key speakers at Har
rison Chilhowee Baptist Academy’s 
baccalaureate and commencement pro
grams, May 27-28.

Tanner will deliver the address at the 
baccalaureate service May 27 at 8 p.m. 
at First Baptist Church, Seymour. Buell, 
a longtime trustee of the academy, will 
speak at commencement exercises. May 
28 at 10 a.m. in the academy’s Woody 
Auditorium.

The school’s 1982 graduating senior 
class includes 45 members, including 11 
international students.

Ernest Pippin recovers 
after bypass surgery

Ernest Pippin, associate executive 
secretary and trust officer for the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, returned 
home May 20 after successful heart 
bypass surgery May 13 at Baptist 
Hospital, Nashville.

He remained in the hospital’s surgical 
intensive care unit after surgery’ until 
May 17, when he was transferred to a 
private room. Pippin will continue his 
convalescence at home until his doctor 
permits his return to work.
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Openness, spontaneity characterize Lolley
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is part of a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By Rodney V. Byard
WAKE FOREST, N.C.(BP) - Shortly af

ter becoming pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Winston-Salem, N.C., in 1962, W. 
Randall Lolley asked a staff member to 
accompany him to visit the family of a 
deceased member.

It was off the main highway, the staff 
member recalled. “Since we had not had 
lunch, Lolley pulled into one of those 
country stores where cases of empty soft 
drink bottles were stacked around the 
door.

“As we went in, he ‘howdy’d’ to the 
farmers gathered around the potbellied 
stove and made his way to the round of 
cheese on the counter. We sliced some 
wedges, got a box of crackers and an 
R.C., and ate lunch. It was one of my 
first impressions of a man who is at 
home with everyone. No pretensions, 
just a down-home sort of person.”

So, in July 1974, Lolley’s actions on his 
final Sunday as pastor came as no sur
prise.

“Because of his well-known leaning 
toward the theological insights of Charlie 
Brown,” a member recalls, “the teens of 
the church had decorated an over-sized 
pair of shorts with cut-out characters of 
the famous comic strip.”

As Lolley closed the service and said 
good-bye to a congregation close to 
tears, he took the shorts from the 
package, put them on over his suit, and 
walked out. “It was just like him,” the 
member said, “unpredictable, yet sen
sitive to our feelings.”

Lolley, now president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C., carries that reputation into 
his work of preparing men and women 
for leadership in the Christian ministry.

In downtown Wake Forest at 9:00 a.m. 
just about any day of the week, Randall 
and Lou Lolley can be found having a 
ham and biscuit at Hardee’s. He already 
has put in a couple of hours at the office 
and for about a half an hour, he and his 
wife of almost 30 years hold an open 
forum in the fast food emporium. 
Students, faculty, the mayor, the other 
townspeople come by to chat about 
seminary and community activities.

Among the variety of art and memen
tos in Lolley’s office is an old holes-in- 
the-sole shoe. It belongs to a transient 
who came by the office one day seeking 
help. Lolley, as he often did, took the 
guest to a restaurant for a meal and then 
to a store for a new pair of shoes.

Lolley earned local fame for baseball 
exploits in his home town of Samson, 
Ala., and at Howard College, now Sam- 
ford University, Birmingham, Ala. After 
starring on an assortment of church soft- 
ball teams, his playing days are a thing 
of the past. Now, come rain or shine, he 
and Lou are usually camped in Grove 
Stadium on autumn Saturdays pulling 
for Wake Forest University.

Lolley also is a die-hard fan of the 
Deacons’ basketball team, coached by 
close friend Carl Tacy. Lolley even has 
been known to call a prospective player 
to convince him that his round ball abili
ty could be put to better use at Wake 
Forest than with the rival Tarheels of 
North Carolina or another ACC team.

Lolley’s singing reputation lies more 

with his exuberance that with his 
musical ability. He is right at home at a 
concert on the seminary campus, but, 
ironically, the only recording he plays 
for guests is “The Great Speckled Bird” 
by Roy Acuff. “Now, that is what I call 
fine music,” he has said.

At Southeastern, Lolley’s office door is 
always open, with members of the semi
nary family free to drop in and discuss 
matters of mutual concern. “I can’t 
recall,” said one close associate, “more 
than two occasions when President 
Lolley had a closed door meeting and 
both those times someone else requested 
that he shut the door.”

Openness also is a hallmark of Lolley’s 
monthly President’s Forum for students. 
While some might say the free coffee and 
donuts attract the crowd, most agree it is 
the chance for everyone to voice their 
concerns and talk with the president 
heart to heart.

Everything gets on the agenda, from 
street lights to course loads, from 
playgrounds for children to trustee ac
tions. Lolley either deals with the ques
tions directly, asks a colleague to re
spond, or promises that “we’ll look into 
it.” Every leftover concern is re
searched and an official response is 
shared with the seminary family within 
a few days.

Lolley recognizes the uniqueness of 
each person, telling every entering stu
dent he does not believe “that God has 
any cookie cutters,” challenging them to 
study and develop along the pattern God 
has created for them.

Other than athletic events, Lolley finds 
relaxation in hunting and hiding away 
occasionally at the family home at West 
Pine Knoll Shores on Boque Bank, near 
Morehead City, N.C.

It is then that he breaks his regularly 
packed routine of early morning work,

Ian Walker accepts 
Morristown pulpit

Ian Walker, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Franklin since January 1981, 
became pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Morristown May 9.

Walker is a former pastor of First Bap
tist Church, West Palm Beach, Fla.; 
First Baptist Church, Hendersonville, 
N.C.; Lee Street Baptist Church, 
Valdosta, Ga.; and Siloam Baptist 
Church, Marion, Ala.

A native of Scotland, Walker is a 
graduate of Baylor University, Waco, 
Tex., and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Students sign statement on peace
WASHINGTON (BP) - Baptist ministerial students from 19 nations have 

joined in a “call for peacemaking” which emphasizes the Bible as a “profound 
peace treatise.”

The statement sprang from the concerns of doctoral students at Baylor 
University, Waco, Tex., who forwarded copies to friends on seminary cam
puses. In addition to graduate students at Baylor, more than 300 signatures 
have come in thus far from students at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.; and Baptist Theological Seminary, Ruschlikon, Switzerland.

“What is important about the call is not the number of signatures but the 
commitments the signers have made,” said Robert Parham, one of the Baylor 
ethics students involved in the effort.

Signers have committed themselves to “pray for peace” and to “study our 
Bibles for God’s word on peace.” Acknowledging that “peacemaking comes 
through evangelism” and that “changed people lead to changed nations,” they 
pledged to spread the gospel of peace.

In addition, they agreed to seek understanding of the roots of war; to urge 
denominational and governmental leaders to work for peace through mutual 
agreements with other nations; to preach peace sermons; and to maintain 
other peacemaking activity.

READY TO LISTEN — Students, faculty, and Wake Forest residents know they are 
welcome to join Randall Lolley (center) and his wife, LouTwhen they meet at 
Hardee's for a break. Lolley, president of Southeastern seminary, is known for an 
open and listening approach in leading the seminary.

daylong meetings, and frequent travel, 
to gather a few hours of renewal and 
family life. As he does at home, he dab
bles in the kitchen, helping Lou put 
together breakfasts of ham, eggs, and 
grits.

Lou is the family fisherman, having 
gained the respect of old-timers along 
Carolina’s outer banks.

Charlotte, the Lolleys’ 24-year-old 
daughter, who lives in Raleigh, N.C., still 
sees her Dad as a big kid at heart. “Only 
last fall,” she says, “he took me to the 
circus, where we ate peanuts and pop
corn and bought the biggest hot dogs we 
could find.”

Their other daughter, 23-year-old 
Pam, who lives in Charlotte, N.C., 
remembers her Dad as being supportive 
in all their activities, creating in her a

Necessity of new birth
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again" (John 3:7).

These words were spoken to 
Nicodemus who has been called one of 
the fairest flowers of Judaism. Yet his 
spiritual life was incomplete.

The word for “marvel” means to 
wonder without understanding. As a Jew 
and a Pharisee, he thought he was 

kind of “Gee, I’m glad he’s my Dad” 
feeling.

She recalls that whenever she leaves 
after a visit home, he still reminds her 
that “If you’ve been loved by one person 
in the world, you’ve lived well.”

Both Charlotte and Pam recall one of 
the earlier trips the family made during 
summers, while camping in all 50 states. 
“We’d been driving along on a hot July 
day and the two of us were sleeping in the 
back seat. Pretty soon, Dad called out 
‘Wake up, wake up, look out there. You’ll 
probably never see this part of the coun
try again.’ We’d wake up to a vast and 
desolate landscape with scrubby trees 
and howling winds.

“But that was typical of Dad, seeing 
good in everything and never wanting to 
miss a thing.” 

already in God’s kingdom. But Jesus told 
him this new birth was necessary if he 
was to see the kingdom of God (v. 3). The 
word rendered “again” (anothen) may 
mean that or from above.

Nicodemus understood it as re
entering his mother’s womb and ex
periencing a second natural birth - an 
impossibility (v. 4). Apparently Jesus 
deliberately used this word in order to 
lead His pupil from the earthly to the 
heavenly concept.

In verse 5 Jesus spoke of being born of 
(ex, out of) both water and Spirit. Some 
see water as meaning baptismal regen
eration, but this hardly fits the context. 
Others see a reference to cleansing of 
sin. I see “water” as referring to the 
natural birth which is accompanied by 
water. “Spirit” denotes the spiritual or 
heavenly birth. One must be born 
naturally before he can be born spiritual
ly. In verse 6 Jesus speaks of being born 
of the flesh (natural) and of the Spirit 
(spiritual).

Verse 5 is like a piece of meat between 
two slices of bread - the natural birth 
(v. 4), the spiritual birth (v. 6). We are 
born naturally into earthly relation
ships; we are born from above into 
spiritual relationships. Only the latter 
enables us to enter the kingdom of God.

Jesus concludes, “Ye must be born 
from above.” “Must” (dei) expresses 
moral and spiritual necessity. There is 
no substitute for the birth from above.
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REVIVALS...

Jerry Eggenberger, pastor of 
Hawthorne Baptist Church in 
Dyersburg, led Bogota Baptist Church, 
Bogota, in revival services April 12-18. 
Bogota Pastor Gene Stafford reported 
one profession of faith and several 
rededications.

An April 23-25 revival at Finley Baptist 
Church, Finley, was led by a revival 
team from Union University, Jackson. 
Don Scott, pastor of the church, reported 
one decision for baptism.

Gates Baptist Church, Gates, was led 
in an April 4-10 revival by Joe Trybone, 
pastor of Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
Dyersburg. The Gates church recorded 
four new members by letter, nine deci
sions for baptism, and a number of 
rededications. Roy Stinson is the pastor 
of the church.

First Baptist Church, Halls, recorded 
three new members by letter and several 
rededications as a result of an April 12-18 
revival. David Miller was the evan
gelist; Truman Spurgin is the church’s 
pastor.

A March 22-28 revival at Hawthorne 
Baptist Church, Dyersburg, was led by 
Brancie Stephens. Jerry Eggenberger, 
pastor of the church, reported five pro
fessions of faith and several rededica
tions.

Steve Tudor ordained, 
accepts Kirkland call

Steve Tudor accepted his first 
pastorate in response to a call from Kirk
land Baptist Church, Taft.

A native of Petersburg, Tudor has at
tended Middle Tennessee State Universi
ty, Murfreesboro.

At the request of the church, Tudor 
was ordained by First Baptist Church, 
Petersburg. Joe Mayberry, William 
Carey Baptist Association director of 
missions, delivered the sermon for the 
ordination service; Don Schultz, pastor 
of Lincoln Baptist Church, Fayetteville, 
brought the charge to the church; and 
Aubrey L. Knois, pastor of the ordaining 
church, gave the charge to the can
didate.

World's Fair Rental
Nice 3-bedroom, 2-bath air conditioned 

home, sleeps 7, fully furnished and clean, 
3 miles from Fair in nice neighborhood, 
1 block to bus line. $100-145 per night.

Call Frank Stidham
615-922-1677 after 3 p.m.

World's Fair Lake House
New 3 bedroom house furnished on 

Douglas Lake, beautiful view, conve
nient to World's Fair and Gatlinburg. 
$500 per week. Available thru Oct. Call 
Richard Elliott 615-584-7839 after 5 p.m.

Come, Enjoy World’s Fair 
Knoxville

Baptist family has new charming 
apt. in exclusive neighborhood. 
Private entrance. All the comforts 
of home. Complete kitchen. Accom
modates 4. 15 minutes from Fair. 
Near shuttle bus. Continental 
breakfast, very reasonable.

Phone Mr. Henderson
615-588-0801 or 584-4682.
Christian people desired.

Raymond DeArmond led First Baptist 
Church, White Pine, in revival April 
11-18. Pastor Ken Richey reported 12 pro
fessions of faith, eight new members by 
letter, and several rededications.

Macedonia Baptist Church, Ripley, 
was led in an April 2-4 revival by a team 
from Union University v Jackson. The 
church recorded one new member by let
ter and numerous rededications. The 
church’s pastor is Jerrell Dawson.

Dennis Perkins, pastor of Southside 
Baptist Church in Dyersburg, led his 
church in revival April 11-16, which 
resulted in several rededications.

Westside Baptist Church, Dyersburg, 
recorded one profession of faith during 
revival services April 16-18, which were 
led by a team from Union University, 
Jackson. The pastor of the church is 
James Combs.

Notchey Creek Baptist Church, Mad
isonville, was led in a revival April 11-15 
by young preachers of the church. 
Pastor Normal M. Watson reported 22 
new members by baptism, 12 new mem
bers by letter, 96 rededications, and four 
commitments to Christian vocation.

Angie Dotson, Ray Frazier, Lynn 
Leach, and Jeff Taylor, students at 
Union University in Jackson, led a 
weekend revival at Mount Hermon Bap
tist Church, Clarksville. Steve Mur
phree, pastor of the church, reported one 
profession of faith.

First Baptist Church, Spring City, was 
led in a recent revival by Evangelist 
John P. S. Humphrey, of Dandridge. 
Barry Purser, minister of music and 
youth at the church, led the revival 
music. Pastor James H. Walker reported 
31 professions of faith, five other addi
tions to the church, and numerous 
rededications.

World's Fair Rental
Completely furnished 2 bedroom 

mobile home, 10 miles from Fair, clean 
and private, sleeps 6. $50 a couple per 
night or family rates for 2 or more 
nights.

Charles M. Sharits, 615-689-4128

WORLD S FAIR LODGING
You Can Afford To Be There!

Neat A/C 2 BR furnished house $50 per 
night. Sleeps 6. 2 blocks from shuttle bus; 
20 mins, to Fair and Smoky Mts; 40 mins, 
to Gatlinburg. $40 deposit. Call after 
4:30 p.m. Kenna Stephens 615-984-8487

ILliiicbdRicr
CHURCH FURNITURE 

& ANO STAINED GLASS
LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

• CHANCEL FURNITURE 
CHAIRS • PEWS 

CUSHIONS

Area Representative
DON SOWDER

115 Hardaway Drive 
Goodlettsville, Tenn. 37072 

615/865-1070
Call Toll Free 800-446-0945

PEOPLE...
Charles Pruneau was ordained recent

ly as a deacon of Bethel Baptist Church, 
McKenzie. Claude M. Prince is the 
church’s pastor.

East Hickman Baptist Church, Lyles, 
ordained Bob Gardener and Ross 
Hooberry as deacons April 25. Pastor 
Jack Taylor delivered the ordination ser
mon and Charles Livengood, Alpha Bap
tist Association director of missions, 
gave the charges to the church and 
deacons.

James Maroney was ordained into the 
deacon ministry of Clover Creek Baptist 
Church, Medon, in March. Harry 
Hargrove brought the ordination ser
mon; Ronnie Maddox is the church’s 
pastor.

Unity Baptist Church, Luray, licensed 
Chris Campbell to the ministry April 25. 
The pastor of the church is Fred J. Ward.

LEADERSHIP...
Temple Baptist Church, Memphis, 

called Riley George as minister of 
outreach and education. A Georgia 
native, George has served in pioneer 
mission work in Pennsylvania and Min
nesota. James Pardue is the church’s 
pastor.

Robert E. Lee accepted a call from

20 MINUTES FROM FAIR
Lakefront 2 bedroom apt. com

pletely furnished with kitchen. 
$100 for 4 people. $120 for 6.

Mrs. Keith Penny
615-483-8598

WORLD’S FAIR ACCOMMODATIONS
Two bedrooms $50 per night, 11 

miles from Fair.
B. J. Johnson

Rt. 8, Box 176B, Powell, TN 37849
Phone 615-945-2931

World's Fair Housing
Private accommodations for 2-5 per
sons in lower level of our new home. 
Four miles from Fair entrance. $55 per 
night. Contact Mr./Mrs. Gary Bowman, 
3909 Sullivan Rd., Knoxville, TN 37921. 

615-588-6708.

CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

June 5-6
First Baptist Church, Ridgely

Saturday, June 5
7:00 p.m. Rev. Bill Riley 

Rev. William George
Sunday, June 6

9:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:50 a.m. Dr. Ramsey Pollard, 

former pastor of Belle
vue Baptist Church, 
Memphis

12:00 noon Dinner on Ground
2:00 p.m. Rev. A. W. Clodfelter 

Rev. Thomas Pirtle
You are Invited to be a part of 

this 100th anniversary celebra
tion of First Baptist Church, 
Ridgely.

Nursery care provided.
James Chatham, Pastor

Johnson Baptist Church, Mr- 
come as interim pastor.

Randy Hyde resigned as pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Nashville, to 
accept the pastorate of Middle River 
Baptist Church, Baltimore, Md.

East Lake Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, called Lamar Frizzell as sum
mer minister of youth. Frizzell came to 
the church from the membership of Cen
tral Baptist Church, Hixson. John O. 
Yarbrough is the pastor of East Lake.

Aubrey Douglas resigned the 
pastorate of Saint Tide Baptist Church, 
Newport, which was effective in March.

Gary Taylor resigned as pastor of 
Dale wood Baptist Church, Nashville, ef
fective June 12, to accept the pastorate of 
Tower Grove Baptist Church, St. Louis 
Mo.

Marbledale Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
called Eddie Mathes as minister of 
youth. Mathes came to the church from 
Black Oak Heights Baptist Church, also 
of Knoxville. The pastor of Marbledale is 
Alfred Smith.

SURPLUS JEEPS $65, CARS $89.TRUCKS 
$100. Similar bargains available. Call for 
your directory on how to purchase. 
(602) 998-0575, Ext. 5214. Call refundable.

Surplus Information 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85251.

World's Fair Lodging
3 bedroom mobile home. A/C, kitch
en. 20 minutes from Knoxville.
Shuttle bus available. $75 per night.

G. Fawver 615-397-7751

Oh Lord. 
I’ve done it 
again!"
After You’ve Said I’m Sony is a 

thought-provoking study for young 
people and adults who know what 
It's like to sin against God. be truly 
sorry, yet repeat the sin again.

In this book, Dr. Pollard helps the 
reader grapple with sin, know how 
to combat it, discard the skeletons 
In our closet, and live victoriously.

Frank Pollard, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, San Antonio, Texas, Is 
host and Bible teacher for the na
tional TV series “At Home with the 
Bible.1* He Is author of Tho Bible 
and Your Life.

paper, S4.95

Al your Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN
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RTVC to broadcast during SBC 
to boost New Orleans witness

FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- Two 
broadcasting efforts before and during 
the Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
in New Orleans will support messengers’ 
evangelistic activities there.

The Southern Baptist Radio and Tele
vision Commission has produced TV spot 
announcements to be aired on all three 
network affiliate stations in New Orleans 
during the week prior to the June 15-17 
convention. The 30-second spots describe 
the meeting and promote the June 13 
evangelistic rally in the Louisiana Super- 
dome.

The commission also will be broad
casting for one hour during three con
vention nights on the New Orleans CBS 
station, WWL-TV. The agency will 
use the 11-12 p.m. time slot June 14-16 to 
preview several pilot programs for the 
American Christian Television System. 
Time will cost just under $3,000 per hour 
and will be paid for by the Radio
Television Commission.

The two efforts are to assist the 
evangelistic campaign planned by the 
Bold Mission New Orleans committee 
and to acquaint convention messengers 
with programming under development 
for ACTS, the proposed national Baptist 
TV network.

“Invitation to Life,” the RTVC’s new 
prime time preaching program will be 
shown June 14. “Sunshine Factory,” a

World's Fair Rental 
3-bedroom, 1 % baths, complete

ly furnished, A/C house, 8 miles 
from Fair. Sleeps 8.

$400 for 3 nights; $600 a week. 
Call A. L. LOVETT - 615-687.5315.

THE

Peter Rhee Jones

THE TEACHING OF THE PARA- 
BLES is a living laboratory of a 
scholar/minister at work com
bining the tools of biblical 
knowledge with the creative 
practicality of the Parables.

A unique resource, this com
prehensive volume provides 
Bible scholars and students 
many methods and tools for 
interpreting the parables of 
Jesus. $12.95

Peter Rhea Jones, a former 
seminary professor, is senior 
minister ar First
Baptist Church,
Decatur, Georgia. f 
He has written for * 
scholarly journals J 
and popular 
periodicals. Bid

At your Baptist Book Store

ffiROADMAN 

children’s show, and “Our World,” a 
news magazine, both are scheduled for 
June 15. The final hour will be a musical 
special, “Jerry Clower and the Cen
turymen.”

When “Invitation to Life” is aired. 
New Orleans churches will provide 
telephone counseling to people making 
spiritual decisions in response to the 
broadcast. The counselors, trained by 
the RTVC, will use the same counseling 
method employed in the test marketing 
of the “Invitation to Life” pilot.

Three different TV spots have been 
produced by the RTVC at the request of 
the Bold Mission New Orleans Commit
tee. They will air 74 times June 6-12, 
mostly during prime time and local 
newscasts. The spots feature people 
from the New Orleans area and will cost 
about $30,000, paid for through the 
budget of the Bold Mission New Orleans 
Committee.

Carson-Newman to host 
reception during SBC

JEFFERSON CITY - Carson-New
man College will host an alumni recep
tion during the Southern Baptist 
Convention in New Orleans.

The reception will be held in the Ram
part Room of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
New Orleans, at 9 p.m., June 15.

Cordell Maddox, Carson-Newman’s 
president, will be present to update 
alumni and friends on recent develop
ments at the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention-sponsored college.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures * Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Katron Church Furniture

or 3401 Mc^ntlake Dr.
Call. Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

World's Fair Housing
New 3 bedroom house furnished, 5 

miles from Fair, $100 per couple, $20 
extra per person per night. Also Win
nebago camper located on Fort Loudon 
Lake, sleeps 6, $58 per couple per 
night. Randy Oliver 615-579-0296

World's Fair Rentals
Houses, fully furnished 5 miles 

from Fair. Sleeps 4-6 persons per 
house, $80-110 per night. Reserva
tions required. Ralph W. Matlock 

615-584-5876 after 6 p.m.

75th Anniversary 
Homecoming 

First Baptist Church 
Etowah, Tennessee 

Sunday, June 6,1982 
with a Welcome to All
Former Members 
Friends

and Relatives
9:45 a.m.-Sunday School

11:00 a.m.-Morning Worship 
12:00 -Church Luncheon 

with visitors as guests
1:30 p.m.-Sanctuary Choir: 

“The Old-Fashioned
Singing” 

SfMZat rftuaOi tyud
Larry G. Bullard, Pastor
Robert L. Spears, Associate Pastor

Golden Gate luncheon 
set for New Orleans

MILL VALLEY, Calif.- The annual 
meeting and luncheon of the Golden Gate 
Seminary Alumni Association will be 
held in the Hyatt Regency Hotel, New 
Orleans, June 16, at 12:30 p.m.

Added to this year’s seminary ac
tivities at the SBC will be a reception 
honoring all women alumni and guests 
on June 13, from 4:30 to 5:45 p.m. in the 
Belle Chasse Room of the New Orleans 
Hilton Hotel. Guest speaker will be Mrs. 
A. Harrison Gregory, president of 
Woman’s Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

To order tickets for the annual meeting 
and luncheon or to make reservations for 
the alumnae reception, contact Larry C. 
Baker, vice-president for alumni rela
tions, Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, CA 94941.

Breakfast to feature
MasterLife program

NASHVILLE - A breakfast marking 
the original launch date of MasterLife, 
the discipleship program developed by 
the Sunday School Board’s church train
ing department, will be held June 15, at 7 
a.m. at First Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, La.

The 26-week in-depth discipleship 
course was originally scheduled for 
release this year, but because of the de
mand, the course was introduced in 1980.

The breakfast program will feature 
persons from the Foreign Mission, Home 
Mission, and Sunday School boards and 
will provide up-dated information on the 
use of MasterLife in these agencies.

Persons interested in attending can 
order tickets for $4.50 from MasterLife, 
MSN 150, 127 Ninth Avenue, North, 
Nashville, TN 37234. Tickets may either 
be mailed or picked up in the Southern 
Baptist Convention exhibit area Monday 
afternoon.

WORLD'S FAIR
Taking Reservations for 1 and 2 Bed
room apartments $80 and $100 per 
night. 3% miles from Fair.
Call C. J. Hulen 615-525-9468 days or 
615-522-4710 nights and weekends

World's Fair Rental 
2-bedroom furnished apt. — sleeps 6. 

2 miles from bus, 5 miles from Fair. 
Phone — Carport — Kitchen with uten

sils, TV — A/C — Patio $90.83 night for 6. 
Kent Settlemyer, P.O. Box 11093 

Knoxville, TN 37919 
Phone 615-524-1106 or 966-4369

Reception 

Missm^vice 

for all Volunteers and Interested 
Persons at New Orleans during the 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Wednesday, June 16,1982 

4:00—6:00PM 
Burgundy Room A 

Hyatt Regency Hotel

Please send mare bfminat ion about 
Mission Service Carps

name

address

cdy state zip 
Clip and Mail to:

Mission Service Corps 1350 Spring Street NW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30867

May 26, 1982

Southern to host 
luncheon at SBC

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - The annual re
union luncheon for alumni and friends of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
will be held June 16, during the Southern 
Baptist Convention in New Orleans.

The luncheon, which will include an 
address by new seminary president Roy 
L. Honeycutt, begins at 1 p.m. in the 
Grand Ballroom at the New Orleans 
Marriott Hotel.

Tickets may be ordered from the 
seminary by sending $15 per ticket with a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to 
Alumni Reunion Tickets, Southern 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 40280.

Free helps offered 
on religious liberty

Materials for the observance of 
Religious Liberty Sunday are being of
fered to Tennessee Baptist churches by 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs. The TBC calendar designates 
June 6 as Religious Liberty Sunday, 
although churches should feel free to 
observe it on any convenient Sunday.

The free materials include a poster 
denoting the event and a packet which 
contains artwork and suggested ac
tivities to be used in connection with the 
observance.

Churches wishing to receive the 
materials should write to the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, 200 
Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, DC 
20002.

Private housing 
available at SBC
NEW ORLEANS (BP)- There is 

another hope for persons who still need 
housing for the Southern Baptist Conven
tion meeting in New Orleans June 15-17.

Following convention action, a bureau 
has been set up through Gene Richards, 
pastor of Bridgedale Baptist Church, 
Metairie, La., to offer accommodations 
with individual families in New Orleans.

Persons wishing to stay with a Baptist 
family in New Orleans area during the 
convention should contact Richards at 
(504 ) 888-6164.

WORLD’S FAIR RENTAL 
Completely furnished campers, 
kitchen, bath, linens. $50 a couple per 
night. $8 for each additional adult. 

Mary Williams 
8705 Unicorn Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37919 615-693-2600

World's Fair Lodging
Entire 4 bedroom completely furnished 
house, 4% miles from Fair. $125 nightly 
family or group.

G. B. Downey, 514 Forest Hills Blvd., 
Knoxville, TN 37919, 

615-588-8355 or 687-5268.

PEW CUSHIONS

Call or write for specifications 
and price list.

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO.
2301 12th Ave. So., Nashville, Tn. 37204 

Phone 615-269-9628

also-pews upholstered or reupholstered
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST

Children’s
W JI P.O. Box 347nOmBS bresod

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER 
EVANS B. BOWEN

May is one of the 
most beautiful 
months of the year, 
it is beautiful with 
evidences of spring, 
the flowers are 
blooming, the grass 
is greener and the 
trees have taken on 
new life. May is also 
beautiful because
you as Tennessee EVANS B. BOWEN 
Baptists express your love and support 
for homeless and neglected children in a 
very special way through the Mother's 
Day Offering for our Child Care Ministry. 
We appreciate so much your support and 
your gifts through the Mother's Day Of
fering. As you have given, you have fed 
and clothed a little girl on the Memphis 
campus, provided shelter for a little boy 
on the Chattanooga campus, and helped 
find solutions to the problems of a 
teenager on the Franklin Campus trying 
to find her way through the difficult age 
of adolescence. You have shared in the 
education of many children, you have 
helped win some of them to saving faith 
in Jesus Christ. You have been a vital 
part of helping their families through 
our varied services. For some of our 
children you have helped them have a 
bed of their own and enough food for 
the first time. For others you have been 
a part of taking them out of impossible 
home situations and providing them 
with an atmosphere that will enable 
them to develop into productive citizens, 
physically, mentally, morally and 
spiritually. Because of your support 
through the Mother's Day Offering, we 
will be able to give quality Child Care in 
a Christian environment to many 
children again this year. Thank you, Ten
nessee Baptists, for your support.

Our work is progressing well, in every 
aspect. The Johnson City Cottage is 
nearing completion and will soon be 
ready to house children in upper East 
Tennessee. All of our campuses are do
ing well, and are fully staffed at this 
time with dedicated people.

Again, Thank You, Tennessee Bap
tists, for your continued support and 
particularly the Mother's Day Offering.

Questions and Answers 
About Our Children's Homes |

★ What is the purpose of the Children’s Homes?
The purpose is to provide a program of child care and related 
services to dependent and neglected children and their 
families throughout the state.

★ What is the objective of the Children's Homes?
The objective of TBCH is redemptive, seeking to restore the 
child's faith in himself, in others, and primarily in God and to 
lead him to faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.

★ What are the ages of the children in care at the Homes?
Any dependent and neglected child from birth through High 
School without regard to race, color, or national origin is eligi
ble for care. Generally speaking, the Homes care for children 

from six years through high school. Pre-schoolers are provided for in foster 
homes and by other means. There is a continuing education program for 
those finishing high school.

★ How are children cared for on a campus?
Children live in cottages with a set of houseparents. Usually eight to ten 
children live in a cottage, and the environment and atmosphere is that of a 
large family. The children attend the public school, local churches, and par
ticipate in local activities just like your children. In addition to the 
superintendent and other staff members on a campus, social workers are 
employed to work with the problems of the children and their families.

★ What services are offered by Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes?
Services offered are: Group Care, Foster Care, Adoptive Care, Mother's 
Aid, Counseling (children/families), Continuing Education, Emergency 
Shelter, Crisis Intervention, Referral, Maternity Care.

★ What is the procedure for admitting a child?
For fastest and best service, contact the Home in the section of the state in 
which the child resides, or the Central Office in Brentwood.

★ What is the cost?
The Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc. is the only truly benevolent in
stitution supported by Tennessee Baptists in that no fees are charged for 
services rendered (except adoptions). TBCH is funded by Tennessee Baptists 
through the Cooperative Program, the Mother's Day Offering, Church, In
dividuals, and other contributions.

FRANKLIN

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES
Below are some of our children who are graduating this year:

Marcia Nauman Barbara Grizzle
Belmont College Franklin High School

CHATTANOOGA

ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
To those churches

who have already 
received and to 
those in the process 
of receiving as well 
as to those who will 
receive the Moth
er’s Day Offering 
for the Children's. 
Homes, we are 
grateful for your
love, prayers, and W. MATT TOMLIN 
financial support. We keep the books 
open until July 31 because we recognize 
how difficult it is to schedule everything 
with a full church program. Some of our 
churches take the Children's Homes Of
fering on Father's Day, some have 
started promoting it on Mother's Day 
and continue it through Father's Day, 
others take the entire month of May to 
receive it. But however you do it, we 
want you to know that we appreciate so 
much your gifts to this ministry of Child 
Care in Tennessee. Over twenty-seven 
percent, almost one-third of what we do 
for homeless and neglected children 
through the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes is dependent on this 
annual offering. To all of you who are 
part of this every year, we express ap
preciation.

You can also contribute to the work of
TBCH through Wills, Honor and Memori
al gifts, Life Insurance, Gift Annuities,
Trust Funds, Stocks, Bonds, Mutual 
Funds, your gifts through the 
Cooperative Program, or a direct cash 
gift. No gift is too small, for each dollar 
counts in caring for homeless and 
neglected children.

PRAY FOR
ALL THREE OF 

OUR CAMPUSES. 
THE CHILDREN AND 

WORKERS

A CHILD
A child is a wonderful creature, full of 

energy, questions, developing person
ality, clumsiness, grace, and ex
uberance. A child is boy or girl, with a 
deep need to be loved, feel security, 
with limitless character and personality 
potential. A child is given to us by God 
as a sacred trust, created in God's image 
to teach, train, win to Christ, and allow 
Individual personality to develop. But 
perhaps most of all, a child is given to be 
loved. Tyner High School Tyner High School

HONOR 
AND 

MEMORIAL 
GIFTS

f MEMORIAL AND HONOR FORM—Please 

। fill in and mail with your contribution

Date_________________ _ 

। Name of Deceased__________________ ___ _ 

J Name of Honored___________________ __ —

। Letter of Acknowledgement to go to: 

। Full Name_______________________ —

। Street ................................................................ .......

। City and State____________________________ -

| Donor is:

| Name_________________________________ —

| Street___________________________________  

। City and State_________________________ ____

Mail to
| Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc.
| P. O. Box 347
| Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for May 30

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for May 30

Absalom's revolt All things made new
By Robert O. Byrd, professor of religion 

Belmont College, Nashville
By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Madison
Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 14:1 to 16:23

2 Samuel 14:21, 23-24; 15:2-6, 10, 13-14Focal Passages:
Second Samuel 14-20 relates the 

tragedies that came to David and his 
family.

The king had disobeyed the Lord in his 
relationship with Bathsheba, and now he 
seems to be suffering some of the conse
quences of his evil. God forgives sin, 
but often a person 
still must face the 
results of wrongdo
ing. Someone has 
noted that the 
greatest deception 
of sin is that 
although it invites 
people to discover 
happiness, it even
tually produces sor
row. Plank

Absalom had been living in Geshur 
after he killed Amnon, because he feared 
the punishment his father might inflict 
upon him. Sin had driven a wedge be
tween a father and son. David wanted his 
son to return to Jerusalem and Absalom 
wanted this opportunity.

Joab, David’s military advisor, urged 
a wise woman from Tekoah to relate to 
the king a story of her two sons who had 
quarreled. One had killed the other and 
had escaped to safety. Since she claimed 
to be a widow, the woman pled for pro
tection for her son upon his return. David 
granted the suspension of any judgment 
upon the youth, whereupon the woman 
applied the story to David and his rela
tionship with Absalom.

David instructed Joab, whom the king 
thought was the initiator of the woman’s 
visit, to travel to Geshur to recall Ab
salom. For the next two years, although 
Absalom lived in Jerusalem, the stub
born father refused to see his son. This 
half-hearted reconciliation between the 
two family members proved to be a poor 
solution to a deep problem.

Finally, Absalom requested Joab to 
ask David to see him. Joab refused. In 
desperation, Absalom set fire to Joab’s 
land in order to get his attention. It was 
then that Joab visited David and asked 
him to greet Absalom. The request was 
agreeable to David, and finally the 
father and son were reunited. It seemed, 
however, to be a token reunion. The 
scars of distrust and anger apparently 
still rested within the hearts of the king 
and his handsome son.

Absalom began to seek opportunity to 
turn the people to himself. He appealed 
to the people on the terms that he gen
uinely was concerned for their welfare; 
whereas his father was not. Soon he had 
manipulated Israel into revolting 
against his father, their king. From 
Hebron, the message for rebellion was 
sent to all Israel. Ahithophel, a close

World's Fair Rental
3-bedroom house, $150 per night, 

sleeps 6; also efficiency apt. $50 per 
night, sleeps 2; 15 miles from Fair; 
Swimming Pool and Playground. Bus 
Service.
Contact Carolyn Suo Cokor

446 Campboll Sta. Rd.
Concord, TN 37922 
Phono 615-966-1427

friend of David, left the king to follow Ab
salom. Psalm 3 probably was written by 
David during this time as was Psalm 
55:12-15.

As Absalom began to reign in Hebron, 
David, along with a few people, hastily 
left Jerusalem fearing the wrath of his 
son. Some thought it wise to take the ark 
from the city, but David asked the 
priests Zadok and Abiathar to return to 
Jerusalem with it. David perhaps knew 
that God would cause him to return to 
reign again in peace within the city. 
Hushai also was sent back to Jerusalem 
with the hope that he would counteract 
the wisdom Ahithophel would provide for 
the insurgents.

A few Gentiles under Ittai the Gittite 
remained loyal to David as he escaped. 
During this time of shifting, Ziba lied to 
the king about Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 
19:24-30), and David too quickly passed 
judgment on this one who was 
Jonathan’s son.

Shimei openly taunted the king, as 
with deep sorrow and remorse David left 
the city from which he had reigned. Ab
salom shamed his father by having sex
ual relations with those in David’s 
harem. This was done to demonstrate 
that Absalom considered himself and not 
his father ruler over Israel.

Many practical themes are found in 
these verses.

David and Absalom were not close as 
father and son. David had been a success 
as a king, writer, and soldier. He seem
ingly had failed as a father to share with 
those in his own home the love he ex
perienced for God. One must never 
become so busy doing good things in our 
society that those in the home are 
spiritually neglected.

David and Absalom never completely 
trusted one another. Happy homes are 
ones where people do not play games of 
deception with each other.

Absalom immaturely burned the fields 
of Joab to get attention. Some adults still 
resort to childish ways to be noticed by 
their peers. Note 1 Corinthians 13, 
especially verse 11.

Absalom thought he could maneuver 
himself into a place of prestige. It is 
much better to allow God to direct our 
lives. “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart ; and lean not unto thine own under
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct thy paths” 
(Proverbs 3:5, 6).

As David was rejected by the people, 
so Christ is rejected today by many peo
ple. It took courage for some to remain 
loyal to theJting when others were oppos
ing him. It still is costly to follow King 
Jesus, but ultimately we shall be reward
ed for our devotion.

World's Fair Camping
GRAND OAKS PARK, Knoxville 
The No. 1 comping pork, 400 choice 
wooded sites, full hookups, 
showers, club house, recreation 
room, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, bus service, World's Fair 
tickets, laundromat, grocery store, 
security guard, all paved streets.

GRAND OAKS PARK
7819 Clinton Hwy, US 25W 

P. O. Box 7049 
Knoxville, TN 37921 

Call 615-690-1321
or toll free (800)828-9286.

Basic Passage: Revelation 21:1 to 22:21 
Focal Passage: Revelation 21:1-7, 22-27

The first Biblical confession concern
ing God acknowledges Him as Creator — 
the Creator of the universe.

The praise of God as the source of all 
existence continued in an upbroken 
stream throughout Scripture (see Isaiah 
40:28; Ephesians 3:9).

Just as clearly, God is depicted as will
ing to renew His relationship to His 
people. Some of the 
prophets expressed 
this idea in direct 
relation to the need 
of a new covenant 
(see Ezekiel 34:25; 
37:26; Jeremiah 
31:31). It is not sur
prising that after 
God made known 
His judgment upon 
evil and evil-doers, Byrd
He assured His followers of His intention 
to make all things new.

In the first portion of our focal 
passage, 21:1-7, three themes recur 
which affirm God’s grace toward those 
who follow Christ. These three ideas 
point to the total and final victory of 
Christ.

A cosmic renewal
There is a promise in Isaiah which an

ticipates the visions of John. The Old 
Testament prophet wrote, “I create new 
heavens and a new earth” (Isaiah 65:17; 
see also 66:22). Paul had already 
presented the notion of the passing of the 
old and the arrival of the new (see 2 Co
rinthians 5:17) as a description of the 
change that came to those “in Christ.” In 
Revelation, John understood the inten
tion of God to include heaven and earth. 
In 21:1, the security and order of the new 
earth is emphasized by the comment, 
“The sea was no more.”

To John’s first readers, the sea had at 
least two negative meanings. First it 
represents the disorder and chaos apart 
from God’s creative power (see Genesis 
1:2). Second, it represented mystery and 
danger beyond the limits of ancient peo
ple. They lacked navigational aids and 
too often saw the effects of its treacher
ous power. The absence of the sea was 
the symbol of the order and safety which 
only God could bring to them as He made 
“all things new” (21:5).

A new covenant
More than one of the prophets of old 

had given attention to the hope of the 
renewal of Jerusalem (see Exekiel 
40-48). The city represents the church. In 
21:9-10, an angel offered to show John 
the bride of the Lamb which is apparent
ly the same as the “holy city.” The 
description of the city (church) as 
“.. .out of heaven from God” asserts the 
divine origin of the church. The church 
could not be destroyed by its enemies 
because the ultimate source of the 
church is God. The ultimate community

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, 
tables, lighting, 

church stained glass, 
I • % * J&J Carpet

Bill Vanwinkle 
Box 503, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

Phone (615) 890-7498 (collect)
Add-a-pad Specialists 

is a community which responds in faith 
to the creative and redemptive grace of 
God.

In our society, we do not appreciate the 
importance of being linked to a city. In 
John’s day it would have been very im
portant to be a citizen - a member of a 
city. This would represent the structure 
in which individuals found their place.

One writer suggests that 21:2 gives a 
description of the New Jerusalem as 
John saw it from afar. The more detailed 
portrayal is given in 21:10-22:5.

A new fullness of God’s presence
The outstanding characteristic of the 

renewal depicted in these verses is the 
fullness of God’s presence with His peo
ple. The background of 21:3 is certainly 
to be found in the period of Exodus when 
the portable tabernacle represented 
God’s presence with His struggling, 
wandering people. The hope of a fuller 
personal relationship had been ex
pressed by Ezekiel, “My dwelling place 
shall be with them” (Ezekiel 37:27).

The personal contact of God with His 
people is expressed by the care with 
which He will deal with them. His care 
will eliminate sorrow, death, and pain 
(21:4). He will also provide for those who 
thirst for God with a longing that can on
ly be satisfied by divine power (see Mat
thew 5:6, John 4:14; 7:37).

A major purpose of the Revelation is to 
encourage believers to be victorious in 
Christ. To those, “He who sat upon the 
throne” promises the most intimate kind 
of relationship - “He shall be my Son” 
(21:7).

In 21:22-27, the vision returns to the 
new community. There are several 
things specifically designated as miss
ing. One of these is the Temple with its 
exclusive Holy of Holies. It does include 
evidence of the fulfillment of the ancient 
hope that Gentiles would respond to God, 
in addition to Jews (see the reference to 
nations in 21:24 and 21:26).

Golden Gate seminary 
to offer Ph.D. degree

MILL VALLEY, Calif.(BP)- Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary will 
begin offering a doctor of philosophy 
degree (Ph.D.) this fall.

W. Morgan Patterson, dean of 
academic affairs, said the new degree 
will be offered in Biblical studies and 
historical-theological studies.

According to William L. Hendricks, 
director of Ph.D. studies, the degree pro
gram will require the completion of 40 
hours of advanced study credits beyond 
a master of divinity or equivalent 
degree. A dissertation also will be re
quired.

The program has been accredited by 
the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges.

Limited teaching fellowships and re
search grants are available to qualified 
applicants. Assistance will be given to 
students in finding appropriate housing.

World's Fair Lodging
Deluxe new duplex units qn lovely 

wooded scenic 20-acre site on 1-40 W, 
16 miles from Fair. Features separate 
spacious lots with adjacent parking, 
cable TV, phone, and daily maid ser
vice. Poolside restaurant, shuttle ser
vice available.

SEQUOYAH DAWN 
615-966-1200
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for May 30

A faithful people
By Larry M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City 
Basic Passage: Deuteronomy 10:1 to 11:31
Foca| Passages: Deuteronomy 10:12-21;

The last half of Deuteronomy 10 is a 
positive sermon on the First Command
ment, climaxing in a series of sermons 
which begin in chapter six. This section 
is dominated by strong verbs as Moses 
alternates between historical remem
brance and spiritual encouragement.

Deuteronomy 10:12 sounds like Micah 
6:8, except that the latter verse is ad-
dressed to man, 
while the Deuteron
omy verse is ad
dressed to Israel. In 
their positive re
statement of the 
First Command
ment, verses 12 and 
13 say that what God 
requires is the 
peoples’ reverence 
of Him with their Tayloi
total being. They are to fear God and love 
Him. When one fears God, he is obedient 
to Him. When he loves God, he serves 
Him.

It is characteristic of Deuteronomy to 
find love and fear combined this way. 
Fear is not blind terror before God, but 
humble reverence. Love is connected 
here to service and refers to acts of wor
ship.

Verse 14 sounds like a hymn. In fact, it 
is similar to the psalms about Jeru
salem’s Temple. “Heaven” may refer to 
the sky, while “heaven of heavens” 
denotes the wider cosmic habitations of 
God beyond the visible sky. In any event 
the passage is hymn-like, that is, poetic. 
The people who wrote our Bible thought 
like poets, not like scientists or 
engineers. To understand what they 
wrote, we, too, must think and feel like 
poets.

Verse 15 connects the God of heavens 
to the God who chose Israel. The God of 
nature and the God of history are one and 
the same. General revelation and special 
revelation testify to a single reality. 
Creation (v. 14) and election (v. 15) 
adhere in one God. We are never told 
why God loved the patriarchs of Israel. 
God’s election is always fogged in 
mystery. He chooses whomever He will.

Therefore, the people should circum
cise their hearts (v. 10), a metaphor 
which means to open their hearts so they 
will be pliable to God’s directions. Cir
cumcision was the sign of the covenant 
between God and Israel. Spiritual cir
cumcision as a figure of speech gives 
fresh meaning to the old cultic custom.

There is a majestic accumulation of 
titles for God in verse 17. The purpose is 
to emphasize God’s uniqueness and ab
solute sovereignty. “God of gods” and 
“Lord of lords” are strong Hebrew super
latives, like “heaven of heavens” (v. 14). 
These experiences emphasize Yahweh’s 
sole lordship, before whom all other 
powers fade away. “A great God, a 
mighty and a terrible” all recall God’s 
powerful acts surrounding the exodus.

This God is not only awe-inspiring, but 
judges fairly and honorably (v. 18). God 
is-above showing partiality and cannot 
be bribed (v. 17). God’s justice, in other

World’s Fair Visitors
3 bedroom house — sleeps 6 to 8 

people — $65 a day — 30 minutes 
to Fair — 30 minutes to Gatlinburg.

Call WJ. Davis 615-982-9324

11:26
words, is beyond corruption. He is a 
great God not just because of His mighty 
acts, but also because He is fair and just.

The people are encouraged to love the 
stranger in their midst, remembering 
that they, too, once were strangers in 
Egypt. God’s concerns must also be 
Israel’s concerns. God is obviously con
cerned about justice and about the 
welfare of the sojourner.

The passage concludes by returning to 
the appeals of verse 12. The people are 
reminded again to fear and to serve God. 
They are also to swear by His name (v. 
20). The implication here is that they are 
to swear only by His name. The Ten 
Commandments emphasize the serious
ness of using God’s name lightly in an 
oath. Verses 20 and 21 summarize all 
Moses has said in this sermon. God ex
pects nothing less than the total concen
tration of one’s whole life upon Him. Do 
we have any reason to assume He ex
pects less of us?

Life finally reduces to two options; 
blessing or curse (Deuteronomy 11:26). 
We choose life or death, blessing or 
curse, God or less-than-God. We do not 
have the option not to choose. Neither 
will we be godless. We were made to 
adore something. All the frenzy of our 
lives, the sound and the fury, the worry 
and the anxiety, at last resolve them
selves into the two ways: the way of 
blessing, and the way of curse. How shall 
we choose?

World's Fair Rentals
New furnished apts. carpeted, 

color TV, kitchen, living room, 
bedroom. Sleeps 4. $50 double, $5 ad
ditional person. Call R. Wilburn collect 
615-986-2306 or 986-1441.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL f

Producing Literature for Your Church 
Requires More Than a Printing Press 

► Church literature publishing requires dedicated Christians 
with special skills.
Lucy Hoskins, author of "The Secretary's Corner" in Church 

Administration magazine, is a consultant to church secretaries.
She travels throughout the Southern Baptist Convention conducting 

seminars designed to help church secretaries perform their 
ministries more effectively. An adult department director in her 

own church, Lucy is typical of Sunday School Board consultants, 
committed to the ministry of the local church—your church 

and theirs.
YOUR sundayAAschool board 

AHA SERVING YOU 
/ ^SERVING CHRIST

Grady C Cothen President

Erwin congregation 
calls Rice as pastor

Central Baptist Church, Erwin, recent
ly called Steve Rice to come as its 
pastor.

A native of Erwin, Rice is a graduate 
of the University of South Carolina, Col
umbia, S.C. ।

SPECIAL INSURANCE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS
AUTO—HOME—CHURCH—LIFE 

for NON-DRINKERS ONLY
For people who abstain from the use of alcoholic beverages, we would like 
the opportunity to show you one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, SAV
INGS, FIRE, HOME, CHURCH. EDUCATION AND AUTO INSURANCE.

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:

Chattanooga (615)
A & P Ins. Agency................ 877-3561
Willie Crockett.................... 629-9487
Cornice Taber......................894-3275
Billy Parker .................. ...894-3275
Robert Howell...................... 899-5042

Cookeville (615) 
Judd Ins. Agency................ 526-6224

Elizabethton (615)
Cordell Ins. Agency ...... .542-4983
Hart Ins. Agency.................. 542-5648

Kingsport (615)
Roy Strunk Agency...............

Knoxville (615)
Hiram Altman...................
Dick Brookshire...............
Lloyd Burton.....................
Mike Lawson.....................

Lexington (901)
Pat Carnal Agency .......

239-8683

524-1201
584-5275
524-1201
577-8638

968-6649

Agency Opportunities Available, Career or Independent 

Ric Pickering, Tennessee Sales Manager
1007 Murfreesboro Road, Suite 101

Nashville, TN 37217 Phone 615-367-9157

World's Fair Rental
Accommodations for 2-16 persons, 

2 miles from Fair entrance.
Write or call S. B. Holbert

3500 Cunningham Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 37918 

615-922-8463

Memphis (901)
Skip Bridgeforth.............
Eugene Langham...........
Joe Skelton.....................
Mike Will.........................

Martin (901)
Leon Crider.....................

Monterey (615)
B.T. Shumpert...................

795-6872
323-2215
323-2215 
.795-6872

587-9642

839-2131

McMinnville (615)
McGIothin Ins. Agency ... .473-4113

Nashville (615)
Sherman Brown..................367-9157
Richard Colemon................ 367-9157
Nashville Ins. Agency........ 776-1414
Old South Ins. Agency..........228-1383
Tee Insurance Agency........385-3700
Dick Wonders..................... 883-0794

Paris (901) 
H.D. Lax Ins. Agency..........642-5281

Selmer (901)
Stan Wheeler Ins. Agency.. 645-9839

Tullahoma (615) 
Cliff Weddington................ 455-2658
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'Buckaroo' travels dusty trails of Africa
By. Robert O’Brien

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Oran Roberts
has ridden a lot of hard, dusty trails His toughest may be the hot, long, rut- 
since his teenage days as a horse trainer ted trails he traveled on a motorcycle in 
in Yuba City, Calif., and as a “buckaroo” Upper Volta as a volunteer missionary

learned a "new method" of plowing while he was in Upper Volta as an agricultural 
volunteer. Currently completing course work for a Ph.D. in agricultural education 
at Kansas State University, Roberts had never plowed behind oxen before.

Race track circuit offers
opportunity fc

By Mark Jeffcoat
DARLINGTON, S.C.(BP)- Mickey 

Lawson says the real race is for the souls 
of men.

That is why Lawson, who last year 
served as official starter at many Inter
national Hot Rod Associations races, 
believes race drivers, pit crews, and 
thousands of spectators who spend 
weekends around race tracks provide a 
tremendous mission opportunity.

“My idea of missions is to find a need 
and help meet it,” said Lawson, a mem
ber of Oakwood Baptist Church, Lex
ington.

The former race driver is helping meet 
the needs of thousands who attend races 
every weekend from March to October. 
His efforts are coordinated through the 
Christian Fellowship of Racers Inc., a 
group he helped organize at the end of 
the 1980 racing season.

“I’ve been spending weekends at race 
tracks since I was 16.1 know many fans, 
who go to the track regardless of the day 
of the week, need a Christian witness and 
the opportunity for worship.”

Lawson presides over a Sunday morn
ing worship service at races on the IHRA 
and World Karting Association circuit. 
He plans to lead services this year at 
almost 30 regional and national events, 
including races at Bristol; Norwalk, 
Ohio; Milan, Mich.; Rockingham, N.C.; 
and Darlington, S.C.

“For some people, a weekend at the 
race track is recreation, but for many, it 
is the way they eam a living,” he says.

Lawson believes he is following a 
Biblical example in his race track 
ministry: “Jesus didn’t just go into a 
building, set up a church, and say 
‘Everybody come.’ He went where the 
needs were. The worship service is our 
effort to meet some needs of thousands of 
people each weekend. But, the worship 
service is only part of the ministry of the 
Christian Fellowship of Racers.”

Thanks to the encouragement and 

on the T Lazy S cattle ranch in Battle 
Mountain, Nev.

r layman
cooperation of IHRA president Larry 
Carrier, Lawson is able to spend a great 
deal of time getting to know drivers and 
their support people.

Support for the Christian Fellowship of 
Racers has come from several sources. 
Lawson contributed his 1981 IHRA 
salary to provide the initial funding for 
the organization. Individual contribu
tions, IHRA gifts, and financial support 
from several race-related industries 
have kept the ministry in operation.

The fellowship has even been able to 
set up a small driver relief fund to assist 
when racers and their families have 
special needs.

Mickey Lawson enjoys a real advan
tage because he is at home in the racing 
atmosphere. He knows the racers, pit 
crews, officials, and many fans.

A used motor home was purchased 
before this racing season for track head
quarters for Lawson’s ministry. With 
awning and banner that identifies it as 
headquarters for the Christian Fellow
ship of Racers, the motor home also is 
the backdrop for worship services.

Lawson draws two conclusions from 
the popularity of the organization’s 
decals and emblem patches.

“People at the race track are anxious 
to be identified with their faith, and they 
are hungry for opportunities to witness,” 
he says.

Worship attendance varies from track 
to track but usually numbers between 75 
and 100. When special live music is pro
vided, that number swells to about 250.

Counseling opportunities provide 
Lawson a chance to share one-on-one 
with many at the tracks.

Lawson’s business - he is vice- 
president of Southern Wrecker Sales, a 
large wrecker distributor - also gives 
him continuous contacts with others 
related to racing and the automotive in
dustry.

Lawson competed previously in both 
sportsman and professional racing 
classes.

last summer, helping people in nine 
villages in agricultural and church 
development.

Six weeks in a place like that, where 
comforts are few and hardships abound, 
would be enough for most guys, but not 
Roberts. He is going back to Upper 
Volta, and this time he is taking his wife, 
Cathy, and their two preschool children.

“Everywhere I went last summer, 
people said, ‘come back and help us,’ ” 
Roberts recalled with emotion during his 
appointment as a career Southern Bap
tist missionary agricultural evangelist 
May 10 at Monument Heights Baptist 
Church, Richmond, Va.

One village chieftain, in particular, 
touched his heart, Roberts said. “Before 
I left, he gave me a young white goat - 
an expensive gift in that culture. He 
called me his son and asked me to come 
back.

“It’s not unusual for an Upper Voltaic 
man to call you his son, but there was 
something special in our relationship. He 
showed me so much hospitality I couldn’t 
believe it. I’ve never seen hospitality like 
that - even out west. He gave me more 
than I ever gave him.”

Roberts’ trip to Upper Volta seemed 
like a journey through time to the lean, 
red-haired, freckled-faced young man 
from California. His calendar said 1981, 
but his senses said otherwise.

He watched carefully as Ray Eitel- 
man, Southern Baptist agricultural mis
sionary, showed him how to yoke oxen 
and handle a plow and cultivator behind 
the animals.

“It was like going back in history,” ex
claimed Roberts, who comes from a 
mechanized agricultural background. “I 
thought of my grandfather who plowed 
with horses in Oklahoma before tractors 
became accepted.”

A former high school dropout from a 
broken home, Roberts has come a long 
way from the 18-year-old buckaroo with 
nowhere to go to this 28-year-old career 
missionary appointee only weeks away 
from completing course work for a doc
torate of philosophy in agricultural 
education from Kansas State University.

After a three-year U.S. Army hitch as 
a medical corpsman, Roberts began 
working his way through college, 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and graduate school. He made it with a 
lot of hard work and prayer and the help 
of his wife, Cathy Burris Roberts of San 
Mateo, Calif., who also came from a 
broken home.

He trained horses, worked as a car
penter’s apprentice, was an assistant 
apartment manager, did janitorial work, 
performed chaplaincy duties in the U.S. 
Army Reserve, did research and cur
riculum development as a graduate 
fellow, and served in interim pastorates, 
including periods at Liberty Baptist 
Church, Chico, Calif., and Fellowship 
Baptist Church, Belleville, Kans.

The hunger, malnutrition, and poverty 
Roberts saw in Upper Volta have moti
vated him to want to be the best agri
culturist he can, but this is only part of 
his motivation.

“Not only am I an agriculturist, but 
I’ve been called to be a minister of the 
gospel,” he declares. “If that were not 
the case, I’d go overseas with a donor 
agency, not with the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board.”

Oran and Cathy Roberts will have 
plenty of opportunities for ministry as 
missionaries in Upper Volta - and a lot 
to live up to.

One Upper Voltaic got so excited at the 
news missionaries would come that he 
decided to help them get an early start.

Luc Pare, a tall, slender man in his

’TRAIL’ BIKE — Oran Roberts (left) 
studies a map with Missionary Ray 
Eitelman as he prepares to visit a 
village to assist with agricultural 
techniques.

30s, rode 100 kilometers (about 66 miles) 
on his bicycle to tell Missionary Ray 
Eitelman that he had won 85 persons to 
Christ in 16 villages.

A month later, Pare came back to say 
10 villages wanted to start preaching ser
vices, including seven in which Christian 
converts, who could read and write, had 
agreed to serve as teachers.

Now, that ought to be enough to keep 
even a buckaroo busy for awhile.

NUCLEAR PARITY AND MAD — Rear 
Admiral (Ret.) Eugene Carroll, deputy 
director, Center for Defense Informa
tion, said recently: “I am going to give 
you a very simple working definition of 
nuclear parity. Both nations (United 
States, Soviet Union) have the unques
tioned ability to destroy the other nation, 
and there is no defense against that 
destruction. The fact that right now we 
have about 9,200 strategic weapons and 
the Soviets probably have something 
around 7,500 to 8,000 is immaterial since 
each side can destroy the other 10 times 
over. Casualties would number in the 
hundreds of millions, and the question 
arises whether life would even continue 
on the planet. So we are clearly in an era 
of nuclear parity in which the balance is 
reflected in the term, ‘mutual assured 
destruction.’ With the wonderful 
acronym, MAD, mutual assured destruc
tion does provide a measure of stability 
because neither side can use its weapons 
without, in fact, committing suicide.” 
(engage/social action, April 1982)
DRUCK DRIVERS COST ECONOMY— 
“Drunk drivers cost the nation more than 
$24-billion a year in economic losses, an 
insurance representative told a House 
subcommittee.... Eugene J. Meyung, 
executive vice-president of Government 
Employees Insurance Co., said state, 
local, and federal governments pay 
some losses not covered by private in
surers. A bill before the House would 
authorize a $125-niillion, three-year pro
gram for states which adopt effective 
programs to fight drunken driving.” 
(THE TENNESSEAN, 4/30/82)


