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Superdome rally features Bush, Graham
By Charlie Warren

Vice-president George Bush, speaking 
to more than 40,000 people at an 
evangelistic rally in the New Orleans 
Superdome June 13, strongly defended 
the activity of the religious right, calling 
it a “healthy development” in politics.

The Sunday night crowd also heard 
secular and gospel music sung by 
Johnny Cash and June Carter Cash of 
Hendersonville and watched an 
estimated 2,000 people respond with 
spiritual decisions to the simple

Fighting in Lebanon 
curtails Baptist work

BEIRUT, Lebanon - Although a con
tingency evacuation plan had been de
vised, Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Lebanon reported last week they felt 
safe and saw no need to leave, even dur
ing the heaviest fighting between Israeli 
troops and Palestinean forces.

Three missionaries, David King, Nan
cy Wingo, and James Ragland, talked 
with Foreign Mission Board officials last 
week concerning the war’s effect on Bap
tist work.

The Beirut Baptist School, near the 
end of a term, closed early due to 
fighting in the area. The Arab Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Beirut can
celed a board meeting and postponed 
graduation exercises that were sched
uled for June 11.

In a conversation with the Foreign 
Mission Board June 11, King reported 
that although a cease-fire had been 
declared, artillery battles were continu
ing in Beirut.

Most of the missionaries who lived in 
the western part of Beirut had evacuated 
to east Beirut, but the three who re
mained reported they felt no personal 
danger, although they were exercising 
extreme caution.

Miss Wingo reported June 10 that 
telephone service in private homes, in
cluding missionary homes, had been 
temporarily discontinued.

Missionary Frances Fuller left 
Lebanon last week on a previously 
scheduled trip to the United States. The 
Kings reported they were packing for a 
scheduled leave of absence, but were 
prepared to stay on if they were needed. 
Other missionaries were planning to 
stay.

Ragland, with the aid of a local doctor 
who is a graduate of Beirut Baptist 
School, was opening a medical clinic to 
assist with emergency needs of local 
residents. Violet Popp, a missionary 
nurse to Jordan who was in Beirut on a 
study leave, was helping with medical 
needs in Beirut’s American hospital.

The tension and uncertainty of mission 
efforts during crisis times were evident in 
a telephone interview with Ragland, con

evangelistic preaching of Evangelist 
Billy Graham.

“Part of America is wary of what it 
calls the ‘religious right,’ ” Bush said, 
adding they “fear that this religious 
right wants to impose its moral values on 
American society as a whole.”

Bush said he does not believe such 
charges are justified. “I embrace the 
constructive contributions it can make to 
strengthening the United States as one 
nation under God.”

He said there is nothing un-American 
or unprecedented about organizing 

ducted by Bill Webb, a staff writer for 
the board’s news operation.

In the interview June 7, the fourth day 
after the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, 
Webb reported that Ragland’s voice was 
calm and steady - despite the sounds of 
bombs exploding and anti-aircraft ar
tillery firing in the background.

Minutes before the telephone inter
view, Ragland heard the ominous sounds 
of jets streaking overhead, then anti
aircraft fire, planes screaming in, and 
three big explosions, all about a mile 
from his office.

Children from the Baptist school live in 
the area where the bombing has been 
concentrated, he said. “As far as we 
know, none of them have been injured or 
killed.” The parents of many of his 
students have already begun moving 
their families to the mountains for safe
ty.

As the background noise grew louder, 
he interrupted one of his own sentences: 
“They’re coming in again.” Acknowl
edging the approach of more jets, he 
added, “I hope we can finish the conver
sation.” Then he continued calmly.

“We hope Southern Baptists will be in
formed in regard to the root of the prob
lems here,” he said. “We have a people 
who have been uprooted from their 
homes; they’ve been trying to find 
themselves and a place to live for 30 or 40 
years.”

Missionaries need wisdom, he said. 
There are 16 Southern Baptist mis
sionaries in Beirut. Often faced with 
pressure from home to leave Lebanon, 
they have to weigh their personal situa
tions and needs for continued service, 
then determine whether to leave or stay.

“At this point, the missionaries need to 
be held up in prayer, with love and con
cern,” said Ragland.

Asked about his own immediate safety 
as the sounds of war intensified in the 
background, Ragland said matter-of- 
factly, “If the bombing gets too close, I 
can run downstairs.”

A few seconds later, phone contact was 
lost.

politically, speaking out, or supporting 
principles and policies of a particular 
religious viewpoint. The religious right. 
Bush added, is an inevitable reaction to 
complicated issues such as abortion, the 
use of drugs, and sexual permissiveness.

“It would be very dangerous for socie
ty to condemn, or to resist unthinkingly, 
the fundamental impulse represented by 
this point of view,” Bush concluded.

Graham preached an evangelistic 
message that is typical of those which 
have made him famous around the world 

Using John 3:16 as his text, Graham 
called the familiar passage God’s plan of 
salvation summed up in this verse of 25 
words.

Graham spoke of God’s judgment,

Billy Graham — rally speaker

Belmont trustees approve budget, 
banquet room for student center

Holding its first meeting with Presi
dent William E. Troutt, the Board of 
Trustees of Belmont College, Nashville, 
approved a record budget for the next 
academic year and voted to add a ban
quet room to Gabhart Student Center.

In making his first report to the 
trustees since becoming president June 
1, Troutt thanked the trustees for their 
prayers and their patience, and asked 
that both continue. “I am in a hurry to

man’s sin, God’s love for man, death as 
the penalty of sin, hell as eternal separa
tion from God, and Christ as the only 
way to heaven. He preached concerning 
the crucifixion, the resurrection, and 
Christ’s future return. He explained 
repentance and faith as the only way to 
receive Christ and be spiritually reborn.

Purposely avoiding political state
ments, Graham alluded to press 
coverage of his recent statements about 
religious freedom in the Soviet Union by 
simply saying he is convinced his trip to 
Russia was “within the will of God.”

Bailey Smith, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, welcomed 
the crowd to the Pastors’ Conference, the 
rally, and the convention which meets 
June 15-17 in the Superdome.

Smith spoke of the need for spiritual 
awakening and urged Southern Baptists 
“to work, to give, to love, to share, and to 
pay whatever they must pay that the 
world may know that in Christ there is 
new life, in Christ there is hope, in Christ 
there is peace, in Christ there is love, and 
in Christ there is joy.”

On Sunday afternoon approximately 
400 people participated in an evangelistic 
project by sharing Christian faith in the 
inner city of New Orleans.

Although the number was far short of 
the 5,000 anticipated, Earl Nobles, 
logistics coordinator for the event, said 
the group visited about 4,000 households.

make Belmont College the best Baptist 
school possible.”

The budget for the 1982-83 academic 
year was set at $7,090,000. a 14.5 percent 
increase over the 1981-82 budget. Begin
ning with the fall semester, tuition and 
meals will be increased 8.2 percent and 
housing 12 percent. It was reported that 
these increases were in line with other 
Nashville-area colleges and with the 
other two Tennessee Baptist Convention 
colleges.

The trustees voted to add a 40 x 100-foot 
banquet room to the Gabhart Student 
Center and to name the room in honor of 
the college’s first president, R. Kelly 
White, who served 1951-1959.

Morris Early, trustee chairman, re
ported that a portrait of Herbert Gabhart 
has been hung in the lobby of Massey 
Auditorium. Gabhart served as presi
dent from 1959 until he became 
chancellor on June 1.

In other action, the trustees elected 
five to the faculty : James D. Jamieson, 
Edward Lewis, and Jerry Mungle to the 
school of business; Elizabeth Jacka 
Lund, department of nursing; and Har
riette Gwyn, behavoral sciences.

The next scheduled meeting of the 
board will be Aug. 13-14, at which time 
the trustees will finalize the college’s 
long range plans.
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Six SBC agencies join 
in world hunger drive
NASHVILLE (BP)- Six Southern 

Baptist agencies have joined forces in a 
project to help 13.8-million Southern 
Baptists combat world hunger.

Supported by the Foreign Mission 
Board, Home Mission Board, Sunday 
School Board, Woman’s Missionary 
Union, and Brotherhood Commission, 
and coordinated by the Christian Life 
Commission, the project includes the 
distribution of 40,000 world hunger 
packets for the denominational obser
vance of World Hunger Day, Oct. 10.

Packets will be sent to Southern Bap
tist pastors, ministers of education. Bap
tist Student Union leaders, directors of 
missions, and other denominational 
leaders.

Foy Valentine, executive director of 
the Christian Life Commission, said the 
packet is to help Southern Baptists make 
a concerted and unified response to 
world hunger.

“Inside and outside our convention,” 
Valentine said, “several organizations 
are pressing their conviction that hunger

Devotional

Father’s Day 
By Gladys Farmer 

Presidents Wilson and Coolidge ap-
proved the idea of predecessors, in 
various parts of our country, to set aside 
a day for honoring fathers.

By some, the dandelion was the chosen 
flower, symbolizing “the more it is 
tramped on the more it grows!” I am 
glad this was not a national slogan - 
upright fathers need not be tramped 
upon.
Many of the chil- 

dren with whom I 
have worked in the B^^K^B
inner cities do not B
know their fathers.

I recall little * z Jr 
Frankie’s answer. ' 2
when a Bible teach- ?
er asked him what 
he would like to do jRB 
when he grew up. Miss Farmer

“I’d like to ‘stealded’ like ‘Q’ did.” 
“Q,” the common law husband of 

Frankie’s mother, would steal cookies 
and candy, trying to buy Frankie’s love. 
What a confused little lad! He liked the 
cookies and candy, but continued to 
knock on the Baptist Center door, crying 
“band-aid, band-aid” for his self- 
inflicted wounds. He was really crying 
out for love.

Oh, what a contrast this type of man is 
to my dad who earned his bread by the 
sweat of his face (Genesis 3:19), sharing 
that bread, character, and love with his 
family!

On interviewing a few fathers of today, 
I gleaned the following quotations:

“The family unit, in marriage, is God’s 
plan, with parents and children sharing 
respect and love.”

“Yes, I like Father’s Day! Those let
ters from my kids far away makes life 
worth living.”

“Oh! Being a father is a great ex
perience. Father’s Day reminds me of 
the responsibility in the spiritual leader
ship of my family.”

What a challenge for every father to be 
committed to the Lordship of Christ, that 
his sons and daughters might rightly 
honor him daily.
—Miss Farmer is director of Christian 
social ministries for Springfield Baptist 
Church, Springfield. 

is the most critical moral issue of our 
time. Bread for the World works to shape 
public policy related to hunger. The 
SEEDS enterprise sponsored by 
Atlanta’s Oakhurst Baptist Church seeks 
to raise consciousness and deepen com
mitment to alleviate hunger. Agricul
tural mission enterprises such as World 
Hunger Relief, Inc., and Global 
Outreach help to alleviate hunger by im
proving food production. Interdenomina
tional enterprises such as World Vision 
raise money to feed the hungry.

“This compilation of materials 
represents the combined commitment of 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s own 
agencies, however, to deal with the 
grave moral issue of world hunger.”

Southern Baptist gifts for alleviating 
world hunger through the Home and 
Foreign Mission boards have increased 
dramatically since the 1970s. Gifts to 
world hunger jumped from $81,000 in 
1971 to $4.9-million in 1981. Of that sum, 
$4.76-million went to the Foreign Mission 
Board, and $145,800 went to the Home 
Mission Board.

“But the hunger crisis has not abated 
and millions are still desperately 
hungry,” Valentine said. “Our progress 
has been infinitesimal in the face of the 
awesome challenge of world hunger.”

The world hunger packet includes 
resources to help plan and conduct a 
world hunger emphasis in a local church 
and gives suggestions on how churches 
and individuals can support world

causes year.

STEADY SUPPORT — Anchored by his father John's strong finger, young Michael 
Poe takes his first spring walk in Albertville, Ala., where the Poe family lives and 
attends Central Baptist Church. They will join Southern Baptists across the nation 
in celebrating Father's Day, June 20. HMB photo by Paul Obregon.

C-N drive tops $4-million; 
$5-million victory goal set
JEFFERSON CITY - Carson-New

man College’s Vision ’80 campaign has 
exceeded its $4-million goal.

Designed to be a 30-month campaign, 
the effort was launched in December 
1980. In just 17 months, $4,374,800 in 
pledges and gifts have been secured for 
the Baptist college.

These funds have been secured strictly 
from the private sector since Carson- 
Newman does not seek nor accept 
federal or state funds. Also not included 
in this total are any deferred gifts such 
as wills and trusts.

President Cordell Maddox cited 
several events which pushed the cam
paign beyond the $4-million mark. “The 
blistering pace set by our trustees- 
former trustees in the early days of the 
campaign set the tone for the entire ef
fort,” Maddox said, explaining that 
more than $l-million was pledged by this 
group.

Maddox also lauded the response from 
faculty and staff, the advisory board, 
home county, friends in Morristown- 
Hamblen County and upper east Ten
nessee, and alumni.

“The tremendous success of the alum
ni campaign in raising $1,280,000 con
tinued the momentum of this historic 
campaign,” Maddox continued.

Maddox announced that the campaign, 
which will conclude in June 1983, will 
now attempt to reach a $5-million victory 
goal.

While citing the success of the cam
paign, Maddox pointed out that Vision ’80 

He pointed out that the result of careful 
planning indicated $7-million would be 
required for the 1980s.

The $l-millidn to be sought in the vic
tory goal will be allocated as follows: 
$500,000 - student scholarships, $300,000 
- recreational facilities, $200,000 - two 
endowed professorships of $100,000 each.

“With campaigns scheduled for Chat
tanooga and Knoxville later this year 
and the continuing hard work of our 
alumni, I am confident that our new goal 
of $5-million will be not only reached but 
exceeded,” Maddox concluded.
Stanford accepts call 
of Huron congregation

Greg Stanford accepted a call from 
Huron Baptist Church, Huron, to come 
as pastor, a ministry he began April 11.

Stanford, a native of Lexington, is a 
former pastor of New Chapel Baptist 
Church, Decaturville, and a former 
minister of youth at Mount Gilead Bap
tist Church, Cedar Grove.

Citizen’s Corner
4. By Jerry M. Self
J Public affairs and Christian life
J consultant

In less than 50 words the First Amend
ment to the Constitution blueprints the 
load-carrying freedoms of our demo
cracy. That amendment announces:

“Congress shall make no law respect
ing an establishment of religion, or pro
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
press ; or of the right 
of the people peace
ably to assemble 
and to petition 
government for a 
redress of griev
ances.”
The freedoms of 

religion, speech, 
press, assembly.
and presenting 
grievances to gov- Self
vernment are each separately valuable 
to the American citizen. But they are 
also significantly interrelated.

It is my opinion that the president’s 
proposed prayer amendment is an in
fringement of the prohibition against 
government establishment of religion. 
My freedom of speech allows me room to 
state the opinion as does that constitu
tional protection allow those who 
disagree with me to state their position.

My opinion and the opinions of others 
have been reflected in this paper as well 
as other religious and secular media 
across the nation.

The prayer amendment is one of 
several political issues with religious or 
moral overtones that have been dis
cussed in a variety of assemblies across 
our nation. In fact, any worship meeting 
where God’s will is sought or His name 
honored is in some sense a political ac
tion. Every time you go to church you 
testify to the fact that you have that right 
in a free and open democracy.

Those who feel that their rights have 
been denied them have the privilege and 
responsibility to go to court to protect or 
retrieve their rights.

Most of us have never known it other
wise. We have grown up so free that we 
are casual about our freedoms. Surely it 
is possible for us to recapture the sense 
of preciousness of our freedoms without 
first having to lose them.
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Taped B&R planned for sight impaired
The state missions committee of the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s Ex

ecutive Board has approved the audio recording of the Baptist and Reflector on 
cassette tapes for the sight impaired. The service will begin as soon as 
necessary equipment is received.

The cassette and return mailer would be sent free to those who are con
sidered legally blind. After listening to the cassette tape, the person would 
return it to the missions department in the provided special mailer. The tape 
would be re-recorded for the next issue of the Baptist and Reflector.

If anyone has a sight-impaired friend who would like to receive these tapes, 
they should write to Jarvis Hearn, Tennessee Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 347, 
Brentwood, TN 37027.

Tennessee becomes the fifth Baptist state convention to provide this service. 
Others are Florida, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Texas.

Upper Volta hunger project 
volunteer needs announced

Brotherhood appoints Tennessean 
to committee on lay involvement

MEMPHIS - One Tennessean was 
among the 15 Baptist laymen named to a 
Brotherhood Commission advisory com
mittee to study ways Southern Baptist 
laymen can be more involved in mis
sions.

CIA seeks to stop 
missionary agents

WASHINGTON (BP)- CIA adminis
trators declared they would take correc
tive action if anyone presents “hard 
evidence” that CIA agents are posing*as" 
missionaries or involving them in in
telligence gathering.

CIA director William Casey met June 8 
with Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board President R. Keith Parks and Ex
ecutive Vice-president William R. 
O’Brien to discuss the agency’s position 
concerning missionary involvement. 
Casey strongly affirmed the board’s 
position that to involve missionaries in 
intelligence activities violates the First 
Amendment to the Constitution regard
ing separation of church and state.।

During the 30-minute meeting with 
Casey and Director of External Affairs 
Billy Doswell, Parks also said any CIA 
use of missionaries “jeopardizes not only 
the work of missionaries but has the 
potential of putting them in a dangerous 
situation and even jeopardizes their lives 
as well as our being able to stay and 
work in various countries.”

Casey also told Parks and O’Brien that 
he “personally has strong objections to 
any utilization of missionaries by the 
CIA.” He said the use of missionaries as 
agents is not wise and that the CIA “had 
not and would not use missionaries.” He 
also affirmed that agents would not pose 
as missionaries or use mission activities 
as front organizations.

Since late 1975 when former President 
Gerald Ford acknowledged that the CIA 
had used missionaries in the past and 
may again, the Foreign Mission Board 
has urged that legislation bfe enacted to 
prohibit missionary involvement in in
telligence activities.
Widow of SBC leader, 
Mrs. J.W. Storer, dies

NASHVILLE (BP)- Nora Isabell 
Storer, wife of J.W. Storer, Southern 
Baptist Convention president in 1954-55, 
died May 31 after a brief illness. She was 
94.

She moved with her husband to Nash
ville in 1956 when he became executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Southeni Bap
tist Foundation, which he led until 1967, 
He was pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Tulsa, Okla., for 25 years before that. He 
died in 1970.

Mrs. Storer is survived by two 
brothers, Paul Wilbanks, Coweta, Okla., 
and Tom Wilbanks, Texarkana, Tex.

Malcolm Barrett, a Nashville real 
estate broker and a member of Glen
wood Baptist Church, will serve on the 
committee.

The committee will meet with Brother
hood Commis'sion staff, commission 
trustees, and state Brotherhood leaders 
twice a year for input on lay involve
ment. The committee will also suggest 
ways to implement a Fellowship of Bap
tist Men which the Brotherhood Commis
sion recently approved.

The advisory committee will work 
from guidelines for the Fellowship ap
proved by the Brotherhood Commission. 
The objective of the Fellowship will be to 
promote witnessing and mission involve
ment among Southern Baptist men, to 
help churches involve more men in 
witnessing and missions, to work with 
Southern Baptist Convention agencies 
and state organizations in involving 
more men in witnessing and missions, 
and to encourage greater financial sup
port in witnessing and missions by men 
through the Cooperative Program and 
other Southern Baptist channels.

The Fellowship will also encourage the 
organization of fellowships of Baptist 
Men on the basis of vocation, interest, 
and skills. The fellowships will meet to 
share ways of using their skills in 
witnessing.

Others named to the advisory commit
tee were: Bill Beshears of Stone Moun
tain, Ga.; Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, 
Miss.; Charles Crabb of Booneville. 
Miss.; Jack Deligans of Livermore, 
Calif.; John Farris of Laurens, S.C.; Don 
Gent of Evansville, Ind.; Joe Herndon of 
Duncan, Okla.; C. J. Humphrey of 
Amarillo, Tex.; George McGuffee of 
Monroe, La.; C. E. Price of Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; William Rhodes of Atlanta, Ga.; 
Fred Roach of Dallas, Tex.; Matt Sugg 
of Morganfield, Ky.; and J. T. Williams 
of Tallahassee, Fla.

AS World’s Fair 

prayer requests
This week pray for. ..

—God's anrtointing on campground ministries by Scenic Hills Baptist 
Church, Memphis; Southland Baptist Church, Memphis; Whitehall Baptist 
Church, Columbus, Ohio; and Hillmon Grove Baptist Church, Cameron, N.C.

—missions groups from Highland Baptist Church, Meridian, Miss., and 
First Baptist Church, Greensboro, N.C. who are involved in service and 
evangelistic ministries.

—the off-site concert ministry of Highland Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
Ala.; Reidland Baptist Church, Paducah, Ky.; and First Baptist Church, 
Gainesville, Ga.

— these choirs that will be sharing at the Baptist Pavilion: June 19, 
Parkway Village Baptist Church, Memphis; June 20, First Baptist Church, 
Greensboro, N.C.; June 21, Reidland Baptist Church, Paducah, Ky.; June 22, 
Yates Baptist Church, Durham, N.C.; June 23, First Baptist Church, Lubbock, 
Tex.; June 24, Calvary Baptist Church, Alexandria, La.; June 25, Boone's 
Creek Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky.

The convention ministries division of
fice of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
has released immediate and upcoming 
volunteer needs for the Upper Volta 
Hunger and Relief Project, sponsored 
jointly by Tennessee Baptists and the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Needed immediately are a host and 
hostess for the “Tennessee House” in 
Ouagadougou. The house is the tem
porary home for volunteers when they 
first arrive in or prepare to leave Upper 
Volta. The host and hostess will meet 
volunteers at the airport, and be respon
sible for meals, shopping trips, and 
relaxation while the Tennesseans are at 
the house. These positions need to be 
filled as soon as possible; length of ser
vice will be for one year.

Other extended term volunteers are 
needed to serve beginning in late August. 
These include a public health nurse, who

Gibson resigns 
FBC, Cleveland

Marvin Gibson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Cleveland since April 1973, has 
resigned that position to accept the 
pastorate of First Baptist Church, Tam
pa. Fla.

The resignation, which will be effec
tive July 11, was submitted to the 
Cleveland congregation May 30. Gibson 
will assume his duties in Florida on 
July 12.

Gibson is a former pastor of Niles 
Ferry Baptist Church, Greenback; Bea
ty Baptist Church. Pauls Valley, Okla.; 
and Highland Baptist Church, Arlington, 
Tex. He is presently a member of the 
board of trustees for Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, and is a former 
member of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention Committee on Audits. He has 
addressed the TBC and the Tennessee 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference during their 
annual sessions, and is a scheduled pro
gram participant at the Southern Baptist 
Convention this week in New Orleans, 
La.

Gibson served the Bradley County 
Baptist Association as a chairman of its 
evangelism committee, and currently 
serves the association as a member of 
the program committee and as chair
man of the Bradley County areawide 
crusade committee.

A native of Maryville, Gibson is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman and South
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Tex.

speaks French and has public health ex
perience, to serve for one year; a cook, 
with experience in cooking for large 
groups, for nine months’ service; and a 
maintenance director, with experience 
as a mechanic, handyman, welder, 
plumber, and electrician, also to serve 
for nine months.

Additionally, an agriculturalist is 
needed for an extended term of 3-6 
months, beginning in January. This 
volunteer would preferably be an 
agricultural student, with knowledge of 
French, serving for one semester.

Short term volunteers needed monthly 
to serve a minimum of 30 days each are

From Sept. 1 through May - Literacy 
workers (6-8 weeks’ service is 
preferred), assistant cooks, main
tenance workers, nurses, and assistant 
nurses.

From Oct. 15 through Dec. 15 - Con
struction foremen, with experience in 
directing a construction project, and 
construction workers.

Beginning in January - Doctors, with 
experience in public health and vaccina
tion programs; truck drivers; bulldozer 
and tractor operators; and nutritionists.

Beginning in February - Dentists.
The goal of the project, which was 

begun in January 1981, is to help relieve 
the hunger situation in the Sanwabo, Up
per Volta area. The program includes 
the building of a dam to catch rainy- 
season water for dry-season use. the 
teaching of farming and livestock rais
ing techniques, evangelism and church 
growth, literacy work, nutrition, and 
health care

Those interested in volunteering for 
service should contact Carroll Owen. 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. P.O. Box 
347, Brentwood. TN 37027.

SWBTS names Miller 
to recruitment post

FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- David W. 
Miller has been named director of col
lege relations at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’.

Miller had been interim director since 
February’ w hile completing his doctor of 
philosophy degree at Southwestern.

He will be responsible for all activities 
related to student recruitment and will 
work with Baptist Student Union direc
tors and professors of religion and 
related fields in student recruitment. He 
also will host student groups and in
dividuals visiting Southwestern’s cam
pus.

Miller is a graduate of Hardin- 
Simmons University, Abilene. Tex., and 
currently is pastor of Gibtown Baptist 
Church near Jacksboro. Tex.

Joan Yarborough named 
Belmont PR director

Joan Yarborough of Nashville has 
been named director of public relations 
for Belmont College, according to 
William E. Troutt, president. She will 
assume the position on June 21.

Mrs. Yarborough is a graduate of Tift 
College, Forsyth, Ga., and later served 
as public relations director for that 
Georgia Baptist college.

She has held positions in public rela
tions and in advertising at the Baptist 
Sunday School Board and with Robert G. 
Fields Advertising Agency and Typeset
ting Service, Nashville.

Her husband, James Yarborough, is 
manager of the Baptist Book Store in 
Nashville.
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No unsigned let 
sufficient reason.

Retarded ministry group
Dear editor :

I am writing in behalf of our group, 
BFRC Homes (Baptists for Retarded 
Citizens’ Homes).

A steering committee for this group 
has been appointed, composed of 
members from several Baptist churches 
in the Knoxville area. We are meeting 
regularly to put forth every effort toward 
getting some Christian group homes for 
retarded adults (18 years and older) 
started in Tennessee. We are talking 
with various members and committees 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention to 
involve them in our efforts.

When the TBC has its annual conven
tion at Leawood Baptist Church in Mem
phis on Nov. 16-18, our group would like 
to meet others from across our state in 
Memphis at the same time, to share our 
information and ideas on beginning 
homes for adult retardates.

Anyone who would like to meet us in 
Memphis for a conference or any group 
of interested persons who would like to 
meet us, can write to me and we can ar
range for a meeting place.

Mrs. Estine Bush
725 Columbia Ave.

- Knoxville, TN 37917

Criticism of Reagan
Dear editor :

It has become commonplace to read in 
the Baptist and Reflector each week 
criticism of our president and his 
policies. This constant bombardment 
worries me.

I make reference to your May 12 issue 
in which you carried the article en
titled, “Dunn opposes Reagan on prayer

James Heflin joins 
faculty at NOBTS

NEW ORLEANS (BP)- James L. 
Heflin, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Greenville, Miss., has been named 
associate professor of preaching at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

Heflin is a graduate of the University 
of Arkansas in his native Monticello, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.
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amendment.” In the article, James 
Dunn, executive director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, is 
quoted as saying, “It is despicable 
demagoguery for the president to play 
petty politics with prayer.”

I ask, since when do leaders of the SBC 
use language such as that? I was 
shocked and embarrassed to hear 
statements like those coming from our 
leaders. This is not meant to be a letter of 
defense for President Reagan or his 
politics, for I too have disagreements 
with him on many issues. But for a man 
of God to lambast the president of our 
country as Dunn did, does a disservice to 
the office of the presidency. I have no
ticed that many of the top men in the con
vention are taking shots at the president.

Dunn also states that the Supreme 
Court has “encouraged studies about 
religion in public school classrooms.” 
Since when? Creation is certainly not 
allowed, copies of the Ten Command
ments have been ordered out of public 
schools in Kentucky, references to the 
Bible are forbidden. Dunn needs to get 
his facts straight.

The main objection I make though is - 
the leaders of our convention should 
show some respect to the office of an 
elected official. If not the man, at least 
the office; for it is ordained of God to be 
so. I hope our leaders will be more mind
ful of 1 Timothy 2:1-3.

Dennis Vest
287 Jefferson
Ripley, TN 38063

Spiritual dimension
Dear editor:

In your May 26 issue you had an article 
on_^“Openness, spontaneity character
ized Lolley.” This article by Rodney V. 
Byard gives us a personal insight into the 
character of one of our Southern Baptist 
seminary leaders. It was a very good ar
ticle and gave us a warm, personal in
sight into the man. We appreciate so 
much getting to know some of our 
leaders in the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

It does seem to be, however, that we 
could major more on something of the 
spiritual dimensions and directions of 
the man and his ministry other than just 
the warm, personal humanism of the

Steve Higdon 
Assistant Editor

Martha Buster 
Production Assistant

be

man. So much of what we do seems to 
leave the Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings out of our conversation.

I think what I am interested in, more 
as a Southern Baptist, is something of 
the dynamic of the man’s ministry as 
well as his personal, warm humanism.

Please, if you will, keep Christ first, 
even in reporting human interest stories.

Allen Bartlett
Seventh and Court St.
Fulton, MO 65251

Love, pray, witness
Dear editor :

Paul says in Philippians 2:2-3, “Fulfil 
ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having 
the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind. Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves.”

I am not the graduate of one of our fine 
Southern Baptist seminaries, but I did 
learn enough about the Word of God 
through classes at Union University and 
in my own personal Bible study to 
understand this statement by Paul.

And, I think we can learn something 
from the Lord here, especially as per
tains to your “letters to the editor.”

First of all, why do we persist in run
ning each other down?"So what if Adrian 
Rogers does not agree with some of the 
SBC programs? At least he is not out cry
ing, “Off with their heads!” as some of 
our people are.

Why can’t we get together as brothers 
and sisters in Christ and love one another 
in the way God loves, JUST AS WE 
ARE?

The programs are not important; the 
convention’s money is not important; 
what is important is reaching souls with 
the love of God and introducing them to 
the Lord Jesus.

Let’s quit playing games and get down 
to business! Let’s swallow our own 
selfish pride, lift up one another in 
edification and prayer, and spread God’s 
good news everywhere! Let Jesus only 
be #1, and let’s go to work for His glory! 
Amen.

Leo Percer
4221 Crump Rd.
Memphis, TN 38115

SBC conservative trend
Dear editor:

Interest is mounting as the date for the 
annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in New Orleans nears.

The big concern is the election of the 
convention president. The question is be
ing asked: “Will we elect a conservative 
or a liberal?” The election of the presi
dent will certainly be an indication as to 
the future theological position of our con
vention.

With the election of Adrian Rogers and 
Bailey Smith we have been moving in the 
conservative direction, and a new en
thusiasm has been noticed for SBC 
causes. The churches that had left the 
convention in recent years because of 
liberalism are now starting to return to 
participate in associational and conven
tion programs.

I attended a recent Pastors’ Con
ference conducted by Jack Hyles, a well 
known leader of the independent 
fellowship, and he acknowledged that 
since the election of Rogers and Smith, 
the independent movement had been los
ing churches to the SBC. Former SBC 
pastors and churches are returning

I Personal
II perspective I
II By TOM MADDEN V 
] [ TBC executive secretary Q

Paul states in Philippians 3:7, “But 
what things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ.” I have been 
thinking about some of the losses that 
Paul accepted for his new relationship 
with Christ. -
It is obvious he lost z 

his status in the ec- / IB
clesiastical system t J®
of his day. Appar-
ently he had at- - if 
tained a high position 
in Judaism. When 
he accepted Christ
as Saviour and Lord, g ;
he renounced that.
More than likely he Madden 

lost whatever material wealth he had. 
There are some indications that Paul 
had come from a family of considerable 
means. His “loss of all things” would in
clude not only the loss of material 
possessions from his family, but prob
ably also a denunciation by his family. 
Surely it included a loss of many social 
opportunities that would have been af
forded him had he not accepted the 
Christ as Saviour.

However, there are considerable 
gains. He states that he considered the 
loss of all things as but refuse as he hap
pily acknowledges the relationship of his 
faith in Christ.

One of the gains was a new set of 
values. That which he had placed a high 
value on, he now considered refuse.

He lost an old righteousness under the 
law, but he gained a new kind of 
righteousness through faith in Christ.

He gained a new kind of power. In 
Philippians 3:10, he talks about “the 
power of his resurrection.” The kind of 
power it took to raise Christ from the 
dead is important to Paul. This power is 
evidenced in many of the experiences of 
Paul’s ministries.

Also, Paul gained a new goal. His goal 
now is “the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” His goal is now to do that which 
is pleasing to Christ, where before his 
goal might have been to please himself, 
his peers, and others.

He states that his conversation is in 
heaven, which underlines a new relation
ship and a new citizenship.

In the last verse of the third chapter he 
talks about needing a new body. “Who 
shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious 
body...

It is not any wonder that Paul would 
state in light of so many things he had ex
perienced, and surely there are many 
more than mentioned here, that when he 
surveyed that which he lost over against 
what he had gained, he counted his losses 
as refuse.

because of the growing conservative 
position of the convention. These men 
and congregations can participate in our 
SBC programs with less conflict.

We are glad to welcome these return
ing congregations, and we must en
courage others to return by electing 
conservative leadership for our conven
tion. I have never been more excited 
about the future of our convention, but I 
believe we are entering a new day of 
cooperation and fellowship as we reaf
firm our commitment to the Scriptures 
and evangelism.

E. E. Carrier
421 Main St.
Mountain City, TN 37682
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SBC President's Address...
Editor's Note: Printed below are excerpts from the President’s Address which 
was to be preached June 15 at the Southern Baptist Convention in New Orleans 

by Bailey E. Smith, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church, Dei City. Okla.

Southern Baptists' Most Serious Question
By Bailey E. Smith

Let me ask you a question that you will 
not be able to answer. Not even all the 
demons of hell or the devil himself could 
answer this one. The cherubim, the 
seraphim of heaven or any other angel 
could not answer it either. It is a question 
of which not even God Himself has given 
us an answer.

In actuality, the Bible poses many 
questions. In Genesis 3 :9, “The Lord God 
called unto Adam, and said unto him, 
Where art thou?’’ A little later the Bible 
records Cain asking, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). Job asked, “If a 
man die, shall he live again?” (14:14). 
Mark 8:37 records yet another question 
that ought to be asked. “What shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul?” The 
previous verse says, “For what shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul?” Simon 
Peter asks in 1 Peter 4:17, “What shall 
be the end of them that obey not the 
gospel of God?”

We can ponder all of these questions. 
In fact, most of them can be answered 
because the Bible answers them.

Let us examine Hebrews 2:3. Here we 
find a question for which there is no 
answer. However, it is a question that we 
must ask. “How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?” This is an 
unanswerable question.

Remember that these words were 
spoken to a body of Christians who were 
majoring on something besides that 
“great salvation.” God was unhappy 
with their losing the priority of 
evangelism and He is unhappy with us as 
we do so.
1. PROPOSITION THAT IS IMPOS
SIBLE ... “How can we escape!”

What will we not be able to escape as a 
people, a group of churches, or a 
denomination? We know one thing for 
sure and that is, there is absolutely no 
escape. This question cannot be 
answered by a brilliant scholar, the 
clever attorneys, the philosophers of the 
ages, the crafty clairvoyant, or the 
studious theologian, the demons of hell, 
Jesus, or the Jehovah God. How shall we 
escape - Southern Baptists we shall 
not!!

And what is it we will definitely not be 
able to escape? If Southern Baptists ever 
try to escape the absolute priority of 
evangelism and the authority of the in
fallible, inerrant Word of God, we will 
not be able to escape the mediocrity of 
other mainline denominations. I asked a 
forAier preacher who had graduated 
from seminary what his non-Baptist 
seminary did for him. He said to me, “It 
made me an atheist.” Many of their 
edifices are no longer churches to pro
claim the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
They are country clubs with steeples on 
top. They are conservatories of culture 
instead of lighthouses of gospel truth.

We will not escape the deadness of the 
so-called social gospel that has done very 
little good for society and has no gospel. 
They speak of race relations, world 
hunger, temperance, and human ethics, 
but it has always been the evangelistic 
Bible-honoring church that has opened 
its doors to all races and put food on the 
table of the hungry.

The third thing that we will not be able 
to escape is the shame of allowing 
millions of souls to plunge into the lake of 
fire. A person without Jesus Christ is one 
heart-beat from an eternal hell. That be
ing the case, it behooves us to quit

Bailey Smith — SBC president 
wasting our Sunday mornings on 
Deutero-Isaiah dr Darwin idiocy and 
preach the joyful Word of Jesus Christ. 
There is abundant life and everlasting 
life, for Jesus will not only add years to 
your life, but life to your years. No one in 
hell is glad that he went to a liberal 
church.
2. PEOPLE THAT ARE INEX
CUSABLE ... “We”

This passage was not written to the 
lost, it was written primarily to Hebrew 
Christians and generally to all Christians 
of all generations. The pronoun “we” 
refers to those who are bom again - 
those who ought to know better.

How easily “we” — “how shall we 
escape” — can be applied to Southern 
Baptists. If any group of people on earth 
should not escape the responsibility to 
share this great salvation, it is the 
denomination that God has allowed to be 
the greatest evangelizing force on earth. 
For other mainline denominations who 
have lost the candlestick, it might at 
least be understandable, but not for the 
world’s largest protestant denomination. 
We ought to know better. We are a people 
of the Book.

It is inexcusable for a Southern Baptist 
to say he is a humanist and be proud of it. 
It is inexcusable for Southern Baptists to 
pray for the opening of a brewery. It is 
inexcusable for a Southern Baptist to say 
Genesis is poetical rhetoric and not 
historical fact. It is inexcusable for a 
Southern Baptist to teach evolution in 
our schools. It is inexcusable that any 
Southern Baptist would social drink and 
have no shame about it.

How shall WE, how shall WE, how 
shall We Southern Baptists escape. WE 
WILL NOT.

We of Bold Mission Thrust commit
ment need to understand that there are 
some marriages that will not work. We 
cannot wed missions to liberalism; 
evangelism to liturgical worship; 
Spiritual power to high church music; 
Holy Ghost unction to sleepy sermons ; or 
transformed lives to skeptical 
preachers. We must not be bland, 
benign, bickering Baptists, but Bold, 
Believing, Bible Baptists.
3. PROBLEM THAT IS INCONCEIV
ABLE ... If we neglect.”

It is inconceivable, indeed, that people 
like Southern Baptists, who know better

WORLD’S FAIR 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

Room for 50 persons, lodge type 
facilities. 50 miles from World's 
Fair. Call First Baptist Church, 

.Morristown, TN Phone615-586-0522 

would neglect evangelism, bringing men 
and women and boys and girls to saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We would 
never reject, but just neglect, by being 
involved in lesser activities.

How is this great salvation neglected 
among Southern Baptists today? Let me 
just mention five areas where we need to 
be concerned. These are not guesses, but 
truthful observations as I have preached 
in 47 states since being your president 
and observed those phenomena.

First of all - far too many see money 
as synonymous with missions. When in 
Africa last year, I saw a little church 
built by a church here that would not 
allow black members. That is the height 
of hypocrisy. Money like that is not given 
to get people saved; it is to sooth a guilty 
heart of prejudice.

Secondly, we must be aware when pro
grams become more important than peo
ple. If the program is not reaching 
people for Jesus, we need to chuck it.

Thirdly, worldliness is being confused 
for worship. We have got our music 
bland; our order, stiff; our invitations 
like a funeral dirge; and we call it wor
shipful. That is not worship, that is 
death. It is a carnal disease for worldly 
culture without spiritual power.

Fourthly, we are neglecting so great a 
salvation by preaching that is more 
proper than powerful. My files are filled 
with letters from heart-broken members 
saying, “Oh, pray that our pastor will be 
a real spiritual leader with a burden for 
souls.”

Fifthly, soul-winning has become 
secondary. We have preachers that are 
not soul-winners. In one church where I 
preached this year for a state Evan
gelism Conference, the state director of 
evangelism told me that that particular 
church had not had a baptism in three 
years, and yet the same pastor had been 
there all that time. I need to be a better 
soul-winner, our executive directors, our 
executive committees, our deacons - 
we need to ask God’s forgiveness of 
neglecting so great a salvation.

4. PROMISE THAT IS INVALUABLE 
... “So great a salvation.”
Why is it a great salvation? Here are five 
reasons.

(1) First, it is great because of its 
donor. The almighty God, the omnipo
tent God of heaven is the donor. Salva
tion was created in the councils of 
heaven. It is a great salvation because of 
the fact that God gave it.

(2) It is great because of its doctrine. I 
am so glad it is not a salvation of works 
because no one would make it. I am so 
grateful that we are not under the old 
legal system anymore, and that we do 
not have to die on a cross ourselves! It is 
a great salvation because it is not by 
works of righteousness which we have 
done, but by the precious blood of Jesus. 
He has washed us clean. It is a salvation 
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by grace. It is not what we do, but what 
God has done for us. We only receive it. 
What a beautiful doctrine!

(3)It is great because of its duration. 
An eternal God has an eternal salvation. 
God has saved us forever.

(4) It is great because it is distinctive. 
Distinctive means unique; one of a kind. 
It is the great one because it is the only 
one. It is not the only religion, but it is the 
only salvation.

(5) It is great because of its donation. I 
can imagine a planning meeting where 
God was planning man’s salvation. The 
angels said, “We’ll bring the message.” 
The prophets said, “We’ll donate the 
preaching.” John the Baptist said, “I’ll 
prepare the way.” And God the Father 
said, “I’ll give My Son.” Jesus Christ 
was donated by God in our behalf. 
Because of the donation of Christ, man 
can be saved.

Is the work of God in creation the 
greatest thing God ever did? I think not. 
The greatest thing is not creation, but re
creation. It is not generation, but 
regeneration. It was a great salvation, 
because it had a great Saviour.

The greatest man that ever lived was 
Jesus,

The greatest love ever shown came 
from the heart of Jesus;

The greatest wisdom ever spoken 
came from the mouth of Jesus;

The greatest forgiveness ever be
stowed flowed from the power of Jesus;

The greatest humility ever ex
emplified was bom in the will of Jesus;

The greatest and most profound think
ing ever acquired came from the mind of 
Jesus;

The greatest and most cherished 
teaching ever taught was exhibited in the 
knowledge of Jesus;

The greatest service and cost of 
discipleship ever tendered was 
ministered in the name of Jesus;

The greatest strength ever portrayed 
rose from the power of God in Jesus;

The greatest words ever proclaimed 
sprung out of the abundance of the heart 
of Jesus;

The greatest obedience ever exercised 
to the Heavenly Father was in the will of 
Jesus;

The greatest commitment ever 
dedicated to God was in the spirit of 
Jesus;

The greatest acceptance ever felt was 
opened in the heart of Jesus;

The greatest healing ever ad
ministered was shown in the compassion 
of Jesus;

The greatest model ever imagined to 
pattern our lives after was shown in the 
image of Jesus;

The greatest man that ever lived was 
JESUS.

World's Fair Travelers
New country home, 20 miles from Fair, 
complete kitchen, A/C, TV, 2 decks, 2’i 
baths, 3 bedrooms, living room, sleep 8. 
Children under 12 free. Call C. V. Terry 
(615)457-9808 after 6 p.m.

1982 WORLD S FAIR
Rent a Mountain Chalet or apart

ment convenient to the Fair — Baptist 
discount rates, less than motel.

Church groups welcome. 
Free brochure.

Chamberlains
4305 McCampbell Ln. Knoxville, TN 37918 

615-688-5506
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HMB's Tanner lives life of zest, enthusiasm
EDITOR S NOTE: This is the last of a 
series of feature stories on the ex
ecutive heads of Southern Baptist 
agencies, boards, and institutions. 
Each article has been written by a 
public relations person within the 
agency.

By Jim Newton
ATLANTA (BP)- Watching a church 

league softball game, Bill Tanner 
demonstrates the intensity of his love for 
family and for life itself.

The president of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board does not just 
watch, he gets involved personally, 
boisterously roaring his enthusiasm.

When the shortstop fields a grounder, 
zipping the ball to first base just as the 
batter sprints across the bag, the umpire 
declares the runner “safe.” Tanner 
bounds to his feet, roaring disagreement. 
“She’s out by a mile,” he rages.

The pert little blonde playing first base 
is dismayed at the call, but smiles when 
she hears the familiar voice from the 
stands. Kim Tanner, 16, knows her dad is 
behind her all the way, just as he “cor
rected” umpires on behalf of her three 
brothers.

Harking back to the early 1950s when 
he was a baseball pitcher and yell leader 
at Baylor University, Tanner is a 
vociferous sports fan, especially when 
one of his kids is playing.

Every day he attacks life with the 
same enthusiasm he demonstrates at 
ball games, with zest and a hearty sense 
of humor.

Like their father, all three Tanner boys 
- Bill Jr., Keith, and Mark - were foot
ball and baseball players. Ellen Tanner 
is almost as vocal a fan as her husband. 
“We both love sports, and love watching 
games together,” she says.

But for the Tanners, it is not just 
sports, it is family that is important. 
“The family is right after the Lord on our 
priority list,” says Ellen. “W’e’re a hug
ging family,” Tanner confides. Last 
November when Tanner visited his 
oldest son Bill, 28, in graduate school at 
Baylor. Bill was so glad to see his dad he 
picked him off the floor like a feed sack, 
and squeezed so hard he cracked his 
dad’s rib.

Tanner laughs about it as he does 
many of his experiences in life, believing 
every leader should be able to laugh at 
himself.

DAD PLAYS COACH — Home Mission Board President Bill Tanner shows his 
daughter, Kim, how to grip the bat. Kim plays first base in a church softball league. 
Tanner, a vociferous sports fan, cheers her on from the stands.

Last September, he kept members of 
the SBC Executive Committee in stitches 
with his jokes and quips, prompting Foy 
Valentine, executive director of the 
Christian Life Commission to describe 
Tanner as “the Bob Hope of the SBC.”

Often he laces his sermons with stories 
and jokes about himself, sometimes tell
ing how he was once thrown out of a Lit
tle League ball game for harrassing the 
umpire while his son, Keith, was pitch
ing. The umpire ordered Tanner to leave 
the stands, saying, “Preacher, I’m not 
going to continue the game ’till you leave 
the ballpark.”

With three sons in sports, the Tanners 
went to a lot of games while he was 
pastor of churches in Houston and 
Cleburne, Tex., and Gulfport. Miss. 
“We’d go to six games a week in 
Gulfport,” recalls Ellen.

While in Gulfport, Tanner coached a 
PeeWee football team for 80 third-grade 
boys. Once, after church, one tyke looked 
at Tanner and said, “For a coach, you’re 
sure a good preacher.”

Tanner preaches with the same en
thusiasm he demonstrates at ball games, 
for he loves preaching even more than 
sports. In preaching he finds his greatest 
fulfillment and joy. “I think he would dry 
up if he were cut off from preaching 
nearly every Sunday,” says Ellen, add
ing he is gone about 75 percent of the Sun
days each year.

Last year Tanner was out of the office 
113 days, but says he is trying to cut back 
on travel to spend more time in the office 
and at home with his wife and daughter.

Because he is people oriented, learn
ing to live with tough and sometimes un
popular decisions has been his hardest 
lesson, but 10 years as president of Mary- 
Hardin Baylor College and Oklahoma 
Baptist University taught him a lot.

At OBU, he faced 400 demonstrating 
students who threatened to violate 
curfew regulations, until Tanner called 
their bluff, threatened to expel them all, 
and set up a committee process for 
review of the regulations.

Leaving OBU for the Home Mission 
Board was a tough decision, especially 
for Ellen who knew she would be leaving 
her three sons if she moved to Atlanta in 
1976.

Teaching the 1976 home mission study 
book, Tomorrow Starts Today, by the 
late Arthur B. Rutledge, whom Tanner 
succeeded as head of the Home Mission 

Board, plus realization of a childhood 
call to missions, helped Ellen work 
through the decision to accept the move.

Ellen, the daughter of the late Kyle 
Yates, professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and head of the 
religion department at Baylor, wanted 
as a child to be a missionary to China like 
her great uncle. Her father had felt the 
call to missions, but the late William R. 
Sampey convinced him he could do more 
for missions by teaching and preparing 
others.

When they were courting at Baylor, 
Bill and Ellen were discussing the 
possibility of being missionaries, and 
Tanner asked, “Would you be willing to 
go to China or anywhere as a missionary 
with me?” Assuming that was a proposal 
for marriage, Ellen said “yes.”

Tanner says he never really felt the 
call to missions, but deeply wanted to be 
a Navy chaplain. Now he is head of the 
SBC agency which commissions chap
lains for military service.

Although the responsibility is heavy. 
Tanner seems relaxed and secure. He 
handles the tensions and pressure by go
ing home, relaxing, reading espionage 
thrillers, painting and fixing around the 
house, mowing grass, doing things with

PLANNING FOR GROWTH — David Moore, pastor of First Baptist Church, Good- 
lettsville, led his church to set a 1982-83 Sunday School enrollment goal of 1,111.

Goodlettsville church pilots 
BSSB goal-setting program

NASHVILLE - First Baptist Church, 
Goodlettsville, became the first church 
in the Southern Baptist Convention to do 
what all churches will be invited to do in 
September.

The 1.200-member church was asked in 
March to take a hard look at its current 
Sunday School program with its enroll
ment of 978 and develop an enrollment 
increase goal for 1982-83 and plans to 
reach the goal.

The church has set a goal of 1,111.
The goal-setting and reporting process 

is a key part of 8.5 by ’85, an effort to in
crease the SBC Sunday School enroll
ment to 8.5-million by 1985. The other 
more than 36,000 churches in the conven
tion will be asked to set goals and report 
them to the board in September.

This is the first time a nationwide 
reporting system has been attempted.

The goal set by the Goodlettsville 
church represents a 13.6 percent in
crease. The church’s enrollment has 
fluctuated between 793 and 1,006 since 
1970.

Ellen, enjoying his family, watching 
sports, playing golf occasionally, and 
preaching.

Perhaps one reason he loves life so 
deeply is because he came so close to los
ing it 11 years ago. He was flying home to 
Mary-Hardin Baylor College when the 
Rio Air Ways twin-engine turbojet 
crashed in a dense fog at the Temple 
(Tex.) airport. The plane hit the ground 
a mile from the runway, skipping three 
times like a rock on a pond, spinning in a 
ground loop that sheered off the wing and 
tail section. No one was killed, but 10 of 
the 22 on board suffered broken backs, 
including Tanner with a fractured 
vertebra.

When a Federal Aviation Agency of
ficial investigating the crash asked Tan
ner how many passengers were on 
board. Tanner said 21. When the official 
pointed out his records showed only 20 
passengers. Tanner responded, “Well, 
God was there.” The FAA official said he 
was amazed anyone had lived through 
the crash.

Tanner is convinced his life was 
spared to finish the work God had for 
him. “There’s never been any doubt in 
my mind since that my role is to be in the 
active ministry.”

Pastor David Moore said the goal was 
proposed by a committee appointed by 
the Sunday School council to analyze 
enrollment figures and the total Sunday 
School program.

To achieve the goal, three priorities 
have been set: (1) start a pastor’s class 
aimed primarily at the 300 church 
members not enrolled in Sunday School; 
(2) begin a Cradle Roll; and (3) start a 
Sunday School ministry with homebound 
persons.

“We tried to look at what is happening 
and set a goal that is reachable.” said 
Moore.

Because the church normally loses 
about 150 Sunday School members each 
year through attrition, about 300 persons 
will have to be enrolled to reach the goal.

“One of the things I feel we have to do 
is work on the strengths we already have 

our people,” said Moore. “Then we 
have to develop a mindset for growth. 
We’re in a location where we can draw 
persons from a wide area, so growth can 
happen here.”



Reports from Southern Baptist agencies
(Foreign Mission Board

An aMime high of 355 missionaries 
were appointed during 1981, bringing the 
total force to 3,136 at the year’s end. 
Through these and 4,646 mission 
volunteers, Southern Baptists worked 
alongside national Baptists in nearly 

* 26,000 overseas churches, chapels, and 
preaching points in a far-reaching pro
gram that includes evangelism and 
church development, schools and stu
dent work, medical ministries, publica
tion and media work, and benevolent 

। ministries.
In May, the board approved beginning 

work in a 96th country, Gambia in 
western Africa, and announced the total 
missionary force had reached 3,171.

The board’s benevolent programs con
tinued to focus on effective utilization of 
hunger and relief funds. The board 
allocated $3,528,058 for projects in 37 
countries in 1981 while Southern Baptists 
gave $4,760,266.

Home Mission Board
Summarized accomplishments by the 

3,074 missionaries and 13 programs of 
- work include the following:

-Appointed 499 mission personnel in 
? 1981 as missionaries or mission pastors 

serving in 50 states, Puerto Rico, and 
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa.

-Assigned 543 Mission Service Corps 
volunteers since the beginning of this 
program to enlist volunteers for two 
years' service.

-Enlisted and supervised the work of 
more than 34,200 volunteers in short
term mission efforts.

-Assisted sponsors to resettle 2,024 
refugees from 10 countries and provided 
ministry in three refugee detention 
centers.

Historical Commission
The agency completed preparation of 

the content of Volume IV of the Encyclo
pedia of Southern Baptists containing 
1,272 monographs by 822 writers. Re- 

l leased by Broadman Press on June 1, the 
volume contains more articles on mis
sions than any other subject. The agency 

, also completed an Index to all four 
volumes of the Encyclopedia.

The commission initiated the develop- 
■ ment of six videotapes on Baptist 

heritage and polity for the Southern Bap
tist Video Tape Service.

Midwestern Seminary
A total of 692 students are engaged in 

the three major areas of learning ac
tivities at Midwestern seminary, of 
which 539 were enrolled in the regular 
degree and diploma programs. The other 
153 students either received degree 
credit in special workshops conducted on 
campus or were enrolled in evening 
classes in the seminary’s school of Chris
tian training.

The Child Development Center, a child 
care facility located on campus, was 
completed in the summer of 1980 and 
dedicated in October of that year.

Radio-TV Commission
It was early in 1980 that plans were an

nounced for a national Baptist TV net
work. based on satellite communication 
and the new low-power television ser
vice. ACTS has applied for 106 LPTV sta- 

i tions in 34 states, produced several pilot 
programs for the network, and leased a 
satellite transponder to deliver the pro- 

fgramming to ACTS stations when the 
I network becomes operational.
I The regular 11 radio and four TV pro- 
1 grams are aired 6,242 times each week

Editor’s Note: At every Southei 
to give an annual report to the 
written reports which are beinj

on 4,375 radio and TV stations nation
wide, plus an additional 2,214 airings 
weekly on cable systems and other 
outlets.

Last year more than 183,000 people 
responded by mail, with 10,635 asking for 
and receiving spiritual counseling. Of 
these, 1,795 wrote back to say they had 
made faith decisions, either to accept 
Christ or reaffirm a commitment to 
Him.

New Orleans Seminary
Two new extension center programs 

for the school of Christian training were 
opened this year in Shreveport, La., and 
in Puerto Rico. Two other newly- 
organized extension center programs of
fer master’s level work. One of these is 
located in Mobile, Ala., and the other at 
Louisiana College in Pineville, La.

In the last decade, New Orleans 
seminary has grown from 750 students to 
more than 1,850.

Seminary External Education
The presidents of the six SBC 

theological seminaries, who jointly spon
sor the Seminary Extension Depart
ment, upgraded this program to division 
status and added a parallel Seminary 
Studies Department. This new depart
ment will serve as a channel for 
establishing graduate-level study pro
grams in a number of selected cities 
around the country.

A pilot program in the spring of 1981 
combined the use of videotape with tele
phone conference connections to allow a 
professor in Louisville, Ky., to teach two 
classes simultaneously in New York City 
and Atlanta, Ga. The first telecourse 
based on this model will be introduced in 
the fall of 1982.

Ministry education meanwhile con
tinued unabated. During 1980-81, for the 
fourth consecutive year, the SED 
reported more than 10,000 persons ac
tively enrolled in pre-college and college 
level courses.

Christian Life Commission
The commission dealt with a wide 

range of moral issues during the past 
year; intensified its program to 
strengthen families; and showed a 100 
percent increase in printing and distribu
tion of literature.

In support of the SBC’s 1982-85 Bold 
Mission Thrust emphasis on family life, 
the commission prepared, produced, and 
began distribution of 15 new or newly- 
revised pamphlets in a series entitled, 
“Strengthening Families,” and 18 audio 
cassettes on the family.

The 1982 national seminar in Atlanta 
on “Strengthening Families” drew an 
all-time record attendance of 1,163 for 
the annual meeting.

The agency prepared a new series of 
pamphlets entitled “Critical Issues;” 
released 21 new or newly-re vised “Issues 
& Answers” pamphlets; and produced a 
total of 54 audio cassettes with 
transcripts and user guides on a wide 
variety of moral issues.

Annuity Board
Significant achievements cited for 1981 

include: a total of $24,298,521 was paid in 
retirement benefits while $22,177,886.29 
was paid to participants in the church, 
agency, and seminary insurance pro
grams; a 10 percent 13th check was sent 
to annuitants who retired before 1980;

»t Convention, the agencies are required 
ion. Here are a few highlights from the 
ted in New Orleans this week.

total assets administered by the board as 
of Dec. 31, 1981 were $896,535,999 com
pared with $806,518,757 Dec. 31, 1980; 
relief funds from the Cooperative Pro
gram totalled $357,200.

Membership records reveal that 19,299 
were enrolled in Plan A; 58,930 in Plan 
B; and 4,193 in Plan C.

On Jan. 1, 1982, the board introduced 
new programs and plans, which include 
Short Term Fund, the Voluntary Annuity 
Plan, and the Church Insurance Pro
gram.

Brotherhood Commission
Gearing up for the 75th anniversary of 

Brotherhood work and identifying new 
ways to involve Baptist laymen in mis
sions commanded attention of the com
mission during 1981.

Last year Brotherhood enjoyed a 3.5 
percent enrollment increase, topping the 
half-million enrollment mark.

The commission worked through 
several proposals from leading Southern 
Baptist laymen and authorized an ad
visory committee of laymen to work with 
the commission staff, trustees, and state 
Brotherhood leaders to identify ways 
laymen can become more involved in 
missions.

Public Affairs Committee
The program of government relations 

continued to inform government officials 
of Baptist concerns for religious liberty. 
It works with a wide range of other 
religious bodies to defend religious liber
ty and oppose government intrusion into 
the affairs of churches.

The program of research and office of 
general counsel filed friend-of-the-court 
briefs in major church-state cases pend
ing before the Supreme Court.

The program of denominational ser
vices maintained relationships with 
Southern Baptist pastors, agencies, 
denominational workers, and local 
churches. Through its monthly publica
tion, Report from the Capital, and other 
materials, the program kept Baptist in
formed on church-state and public policy 
issues.

Southeastern Seminary
During the 1981-82 academic year, the 

seminary granted 290 degrees, bringing 
to 4,684 the number of alumni since the 
first graduation in 1954.

The 1981 fall enrollment, as well as 
1982 spring enrollment, marked another 
steady increase, a trend extending over 
the past decade. Enrollment now stands 
at 1,132.

The seminary continues to modernize 
its facilities. A redecorating project for 
Appleby Hall has been completed, and 
construction is nearing completion to 
create five new classrooms in Binkley 
Chapel. Johnson Classroom Building, to 
be renovated, will re renamed Adams 
Hall in memory of the late Theodore F. 
Adams.

Southern Seminary
Looking to the past and to the future. 

Southern seminary reaffirmed its 
heritage and its hope during 1981-82. The 
most notable measure of this process 
was the election and inauguration of Roy 
L. Honeycutt as eighth president.

The seminary’s trustees provided 
tangible support for these ideals in 
February when they approved a 
$50-million endowment and capital needs 

program for the next 15 years. Then they 
set the program in motion in April with 
approval of solicitation goals totalling 
$7.5-million for an addition to school of 
church music facilities and a 
student/family ministry center.

Golden Gate Seminary
Enrollment for the year totalled 835, 

compared with 714 the previous year. A 
shortage of housing and classrooms 
makes further growth difficult.

The completion of a library building, 
the first major construction on campus 
in more than 20 years, and the renova
tion of former library space will provide 
additional classrooms. Student housing 
will be constructed this year.

Off-campus centers are operated in 
Portland, Salt Lake City, and Los 
Angeles.

Southern Baptist Foundation
New records in assets and income 

were reported to the Southern Baptist 
Convention messengers this week.

A net addition of $1,586,157 brought the 
total assets under management to 
$28,600,394.

Record income of $2,512,973 was pro
duced by foundation assets.

Southwestern Seminary
According to the institution’s annual 

report, a record 4,605 students were 
enrolled during the year, including 1,400 
first-time students. The total was a 4.4 
percent increase over the previous year 
and included 1,149 home and foreign mis
sion volunteers.

The seminary awarded 843 degrees 
during the year.

A total of $8.8-million has been re
ceived in gifts and pledges to the Vi
sion /85 capital needs and endowment 
fund-raising project. The project in
cludes construction of a new library 
center, scheduled for completion in 
August 1982, and $12-million in endow
ment.

Stewardship Commission
Southern Baptists have proven that 

poor economic conditions do not 
necessarily mean poor giving. Over 6,000 
foreign and home missionaries are feel
ing this strong support. Through 
September 1981, SBC Cooperative Pro
gram receipts were $81,685,873 - an in
crease of 13.8 percent over the same 
period of 1979-80. This is the largest 
percentage increase in recent years.

Other commission program have also 
experienced growth during the past 
year. Southern Baptists gave an 
estimated $2.7-billion in the area of 
stewardship development - an increase 
of nearly 19 percent.

Sunday School Board
Baptist TelNet, the board’s com

munications network, will begin by 
mid-1984 providing educational training 
to churches which have receiving equip
ment. TelNet would be operated for all 
Southern Baptists by the Sunday School 
Board by making it available to other 
SBC agencies to beam programming on 
missions, stewardship, and other topics.

In January 1981 the church training 
department launched Bold Growth in 
Discipleship, a five-year effort to train 
Southern Baptists in doctrine and disci
pleship. A year-long church training em
phasis on family and ministry will begin 
this fall.

Efforts to increase Sunday School 
enrollment to 8.5-million by Sept. 30. 
1985, are ahead of schedule.
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LEADERSHIP...
First Baptist Church, Goodlettsville, 

called Mike Peasall as summer minister 
of youth. Peasall is a junior at Belmont 
College, Nashville. David L. Moore is the 
church’s pastor.

William Treadway has resigned as 
pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Spring 
City.

Ronnie Keihm accepted a call from 
South Clinton Baptist Church, Clinton, to 
come as minister of education and youth, 
a position he began June 1. George Koon 
is the church’s pastor.

Church Pews, Inc. J
2250 Hwy 43 N

Grove Hill, Ala. 36451 
205-275-3101 J

Complete Line • Solid Wood 1

Church Organ for Sale 
2 manual Hammond Organ, 

good condition $2,500

LaBelle Place Baptist Church 
Memphis, TN 
901-332-6223

Knoxville World’s Fair Housing
Furnished 2 & 3 bedrooms, $40 
per night for 2, plus $10 addi
tional. Call J. M. Fielden

615-992-3417,9 till 12 p.m. EDT.

Quality World's Fair Housing 
for $12 Per Night

Sleeps up to 10 in comfort for $120 
per night, if reservations confirmed by 
June 30. Perfect for Church Groups. 
Family Reunions, Friends traveling 
together, or Single Families.

Mossy Creek Park is located in Jef
ferson City, home of Corson-Newman 
College, and is 28 miles from Fair on 
4-lane US-11 E. Park is owned and 
operated by local Chevrolet dealer.

Housing consists of 14 ft. X 60 ft. 
mobile homes, fully A/C, 2 large 
bedrooms with 2 double beds in each, 
large living room and kitchen with dou
ble sofa bed, 2 full baths. Home is com
partmentalized for privacy. Daily maid 
service, 5 restaurants within 2 blocks. 
Parking accommodates 20 buses. 
Transportation available hourly to and 
from Fair.

HIGH QUALITY COMBINED WITH 
LOW PRICE SELLS ANYTHING. The 
response to our previous ad has been 
tremendous, so we decided to continue 
our 10% discount off our regular low 
price of $150 until the Fair ends. AS AN 
ADDED INCENTIVE FOR EARLY 
REGISTRATIONS, WE ARE GIVING AN 
EXTRA 10% DISCOUNT FOR A TOTAL 
OF 20% DISCOUNT OFF OUR LOW 
REGULAR PRICE OF $150 AS LONG AS 
SPACE LASTS. THIS EXTRA 10% WILL BE 
FOR REGISTRATIONS AAADE AND CON
FIRMED WITH PAYMENT BY JUNE 30. 
REGISTRATIONS MAY BE FOR ANY 
MONTH THRU OCTOBER, BUT MUST BE 
PAYMENT CONFIRMED BY JUNE 30 TO 
GET 20% DISCOUNT. THIS OFFER 
GOOD ONLY SO LONG AS SPACE 
LASTS.

Call L. H. Tarr 615-475-3838 for reser
vations. P.O. Box 512, Jefferson City, 
TN 37760.

Carlin Crabtree has resigned the 
pastorate of Beech Springs Baptist 
Church, Old Fort.

Old Ocoee Baptist Church, Benton, ac
cepted the recent resignation of Pastor 
Lee Ingram.

George McCoy recently resigned as 
pastor of The Country Church, Morris
town.

Crievewood Baptist Church, Nashville, 
called Glen Adkins as minister of music, 
a position he will begin July 4. Adkins 
was previously minister of music at 
Christ United Methodist Church, 
Louisville, Ky.; First Baptist Church, 
Duncan, S.C.; and youth choir director 
at Fort Trail Baptist Church, Bassett, 
Va. A native of Virginia, he is a graduate 
of Furman University, Greenville, S.C., 
and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., where he was 
also a music instructor. Dwayne Cole is 
the pastor at Crievewood.

Concert Piano for Sale
Grand Kawai Piano, 9'1" long. 

Gloss ebony finish. 6 years old. 
Lists for $28,000, asking $15,000.

Kenneth Brewer, Rt. 5, Box 79
Portland, TN 615-325-2525

CHURCH PEW CUSHIONS
Padded seats or reversible cushions. 

Foam tilled, velvet or Herculcn. 
Call measurements collect tor estimate 

Mrs J.T. landrum, Owner
Telephone: (803) 277-1658 

CONSOLIDATED UPHOLSTERY 
26 Dolphin St.. Greenville. S.C. 29605

1982 World’s Fair
People who have stayed in our opts, 

and trailers, with kitchen, near the 
Fair, are extremely well pleased.

Call Rev. Gene Roberts 
615-573-5632 Roberts World Tours

Boyce Bible School. . . preparing 
ministers of the Gospel

Though he had previous 
experience as a lay pastor while 
in the Air Force, Al Claybrooks 
was 42 years old when he 
surrendered to preach. Since he 
had been out of school (or 25 
years, he followed his pastor's 
suggestion and visited Boyce 
Bible School. After talking with 
director David Q. Byrd, he 
"knew that Boyce was where the 
Lord wanted me."
At Boyce, Claybrooks "discovered that the professors and staff were truly 
interested in me personally. I was challenged to assess my calling and to 
understand it. I also found that I not only was receiving an outstanding 
education, but I was getting training in the practical aspects of being a 
pastor."
Clay brooks graduated from Boyce in 1981. He is now a student in the
advanced diploma program.

Leverne Douglas submitted his 
resignation as pastor of Charity Baptist 
Church, Fayetteville, which was effec
tive May 18.

PEOPLE...
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Greenwell were 

honored June 6 by Island Home Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, on the occasion of 
Greenwell’s 50th anniversary in the 
ministry. Greenwell, who served as in
terim pastor of the church before 
William Rosser came as pastor in May, 
is a former pastor of Sevier Heights Bap
tist Church, Knoxville, and First Baptist 
Church, Sevierville.

Highland Heights Baptist Church, 
Memphis, ordained Kasper L. Hines to 
the gospel ministry May 30. Hines, a 
former member of the church, is en
rolled at New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Ray E. Fowler is 
the church’s pastor.

An April 25 reception at Eureka Bap
tist Church, Rockwood, honored Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles McClendon on their 60th 
wedding anniversary. McClendon has 
been a member of the church for 70 
years; Mrs. McClendon has been a 
member for 62 years.

CHURCH FURNITURE 
From Factory to Church 

RAINSVILLE CHURCH PEW COMPANY 
220 Rainbow Ave., S.W.

Rainsville, Alo. 35986 
Phone( 205) 638-2467 or 638-3882 

We upholster existing pews

BUS FOR SALE
41-pass. '68 Ford Bluebird Bus. New 
engine, brakes, interior good cond., 
auto, trans., 72,000 mi. For inform./ 
inspection call (404) 874-5721,
Druid Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.

Al Claybrooks, pastor
Covington Baptist Church, Westport. KY

If you would like to learn more about Boyce, call 
toll-free (800) 626-5525 (outside Kentucky). Or 
write:
Boyce Bible School, 
2825 Lexington Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40280

Darrell Wright was recently ordained 
as a deacon of Charleston Baptist 
Church, Stanton, where Ronnie Wylie is 
the pastor.

Mr. and Mrs. James Delaney were 
honored June $ on the occasion of their 
50th wedding anniversary at First Bap
tist Church, McKenzie. The Delaneys are 
members of the church, where John 
Adams is the pastor.

REVIVALS...
Steve Playl, pastor of First Baptist 

Church in Sparta, led a recent revival at 
First Baptist Church, Algood. James Ed
die Haynes, pastor of the church, 
reported one profession of faith and 
several other commitments.

South Seminole Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, held revival services April 11-18 
with Henry Lingenfelter of Alcoa as 
evangelist and Dick Barrett of Breman, 
Ga., as music director. The church 
recorded 25 professions of faith, two new 
members by letter, and one commitment 
to Christian vocational service. Bill 
Delaney is the church’s pastor.

First Baptist Church, Allardt, was led 
in revival May 24-30 by Thurman Sever, 
pastor of Prosperity Baptist Church, 
Auburntown. Pastor Charles Olson 
reported one profession of faith and sev
eral rededications.

A May 23-30 revival at Taylor’s Chapel 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, resulted 
in 16 professions of faith, three new 
members by letter, and 13 rededications. 
The evangelist was John P. S. Humphrey. 
Randall Pulley is the pastor of the 
church.

CHURCHES...
Pocahontas Baptist Church, Pocahon

tas, held its first centennial celebration 
June 6. Tim Madison is the pastor of the 
church.

First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
celebrated its 130th anniversary in Maj. 
The church’s pastor is Peter McLeod.

First Baptist Church. Ridgely, 
celebrated its centennial anniversary 
June 5-6. James R. Chatham is the 
church’s pastor.

World's Fair Accommodations 
$35 double occupancy (room for 6). 
Free Continental Breakfast. 20 
minutes from Fair. Fran Addington, 
120 Parsons Rd., Oak Ridge, TN 
37830. 615-483-0671 after 5 p.m.

World's Fair Rental
3-bedroom, 1’/a baths, complete

ly furnished, A/C house, 8 miles 
from Fair. Sleeps 8.

$400 for 3 nights; $600 a week. 
Call A. L. LOVETT - 615-687-5315.

Economy Housing for FAIR
Furnished efficiency opts., 3 blocks 

from Fair, kitchen, A/C, park free, 
short walk, no pets. $40 per night (dou
ble), 2 nights minimum. Weekly rates.

Call Bill Lyday — (615) 584-5097

World's Fair Lodging
Deluxe new duplex units on wooded 

scenic 20-acre site on 1-40 W, 16 miles 
from Fair. Features separate lots with 
adjacent parking, TV, phone, and daily 
maid service. Poolside restaurant, 
shuttle service available. Senior 
Citizen discount during Sept, and Oct.

SEQUOYAH DAWN RESORT 
615*966-1200
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Editor’s Note: Printed here are excerpts from the Convention Sermon which 
was scheduled to be preached June 16 at the Southern Baptist Convention in 

New Orleans by William E. Hull, pastor of First Baptist Church, Shreveport, La.

SBC Convention Sermon..

Who Are Southern Baptists?
By William E. Hull

During most of our history, Southern 
Baptists suffered obscurity as the 
neglected stepchild, or even the un
wanted black sheep, of the American 
religious establishment. But more recent 
years have found us blinking from the 
unaccustomed glare of national publicity 
as our heartland, the once-blighted 
Sunbelt, became a pivotal region both 
economically and politically; as one of 
our preachers, Billy Graham, became 
the most famous evangelist in the world; 
as one of our laymen, Jimmy Carter, 
became president of the United States; 
and as our ranks swelled to make us the 
largest evangelical denomination in the 
country.

Suddenly, everybody wanted to know 
who Southern Baptists really were.

The most deliberate effort at self
definition for this image-conscious age 
came at our 1978 meeting in Atlanta 
when, for the first time, we adopted “a 
symbol for the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.” This now-familiar design depicted 
the Bible and the world held together by 
the cross. These three components were 
selected to identify the cardinal convic
tions which lie at the heart of our com
mon life.
I. Our Message: The Bible

That open book at the base of the SBC 
symbol represents Holy Scripture as the 
foundation of all that we seek to do. Bap
tists, are first and foremost,' a People of 
the Word. The Bible is given pride of 
place in our confessions of faith because 
it serves as a singular source of religious 
authority. We have no creeds or canon 
law or ecclesiastical hierarchy to com
pete with the Bible as our sole rule of 
faith and order. It is the fountainhead of 
all our preaching, the textbook of all our 
teaching, and the inspiration of all our 
devotions.

But why should we accord Scripture an 
utterly unique place at the very core of 
our collective being? Because it provides 
the only access to our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Negatively, I invite you to ransack every 
ancient source outside the Bible - 
whether Jewish, Greek, Roman, or 
Christian - in quest of authentic infor
mation and insight on the saving 
ministry of the Messiah. It is simply a 
fact that, apart from the Bible, we know 
nothing really important or trustworthy 
about that Life which is the sum and 
substance of our faith.

Positively, however, when we open the 
Bible we find an inexhaustible source for 

I understanding the revelation of God in 
| Christ. The Old Testament prepares us 

to grasp every facet of His person, 
I whether as Mosaic Prophet, Davidic 
| King, Isaianic Servant, or Danielic Son 
I of Man. The gospels provide a four- 
I dimensional portrait of His incarnate life 
I from the womb to the tomb. The epistles 

add an apostolic perspective on His en- 
I during significance for the believer, the 
: church, and ultimately, the entire 

universe. Anyone seeking to discover the 
I meaning of Christ has nowhere else to 

turn but to the Bible.
Because the Bible is our ultimate 

source for a God-given understanding of 
| Christ, its significance is inseparable 
; from the significance of its Lord. The 

Bible is unique because Christ is unique! 
It has no rivals because Christ has no 
rivals. When we call the Bible “authori- 

; tative,” it is because all authority has

been given unto Christ in heaven and 
earth (Matthew 28:18). When we call the 
Bible ‘‘the Word of God,” it is because 
Christ is that Word-made-flesh Who, 
from all eternity, was with God and was 
God (John 1:1). When we call the Bible 
“infallible” or “inerrant,” it is because 
Christ never fails to lead us unerringly to 
the Father (John 14:5-7).

Not only is the Bible the only book that 
enables us to interpret Christ correctly. 
It is, for that reason, the only book that 
Christ sends His spirit to help us inter
pret correctly. The promise of the Upper 
Room, that the Paraclete will guide us 
into all truth by taking what is Christ’s 
and declaring it to us (John 16:13-15), is a 
guarantee that our understanding of 
Scripture is meant to grow.

Symbolized, then, by that open book is 
our one and only message. We honor no 
other book because we have no other 
Saviour. We preach the Bible because, as 
Paul put it, “we preach not ourselves but 
Jesus Christ as Lord” (2 Corinthians 
4:5). We search the Scriptures, whether 
in Sunday School or in seminary, 
because they bear witness to Christ 
(John 5:39). It is our bedrock conviction 
that the Bible will not fail because Christ 
never fails! It will not lie because Christ 
never lies! It will not disappoint because 
Christ never disappoints! Its words will 
ever be on our lips because they are 
“wonderful words of life.”
II. Our Mission: The World

We turn now to the second component 
in our SBC symbol, a globe looming just 
above the open book. This design implies 
that the Bible exists not only for 
ourselves but for the world. It suggests 
that the gospel declared in Scripture is 
for every person on the face of the earth. 
Our logo announces for all to see that, if 
the Bible is our message, the world is our 
mission.

The original Charter of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, adopted in 1845, 
declared in its preamble that our pur
pose was “the propogation of the 
gospel.” This founding vision has been 
given fresh impetus in our day by the 
adoption of Bold Mission Thrust as the 
central imperative of our denomina
tional life. Launched in 1978, this 
massive enterprise commits us to share 
the gospel with every person in the world 
by the year 2000. It challenges every 
church and every agency to do every 
thing possible to win every person to 
Christ before the second millennium of 
the Christian era has run its course.

Why this overriding desire to win the 

world for Christ? Not because we are 
prepared for it either historically, 
organizationally, or temperamentally, 
but because we are commanded to do it 
Biblically. We are like those frightened 
first century peasants who had never 
been a hundred miles from Palestine but 
who heard the risen Lord say, “Go ye 
into all the world” (Mark 16:15), and 
who took Him at His word! Like the shoe 
cobbler, William Carey, who confounded 
his contemporaries with the audacious 
notion of a worldwide witness, we have 
decided that the Great Commission 
means exactly what it says!

Bold Mission Thrust, therefore, is not 
an expression of denominational im
perialism ; rather, it is a determined ef
fort to insure that the Word which God 
has entrusted to us will not return unto 
Him void (Isaiah 55:11). If Bold Mission 
Thrust succeeds, it will be a divine 
miracle, not a human achievement. We 
define our mission as extending to the 
ends of the earth. We resolve to 
penetrate every geographical region, 
every ethnic group, every socio
economic class, and every ideological 
persuasion with the good news of a 
universal Saviour Who transcends all of 
these cleavages and thus can unite our 
incredible differences.

We witness to people, not because they 
are conservative or moderate or liberal, 
but because they are lost! We welcome 
them, not because they are white or 
Southern or middle class, but because 
they believe! It is not our task to lead the 
Gallup Poll sweepstakes by appealing to 
some favored group in society, but to 
empty hell of its prospective tenants!
HI. Our Motive: The Cross

Turn for a final time to our SBC sym
bol and you will see that its third compo
nent is a cross superimposed upon the 
book and the globe, holding them 
together. This is a graphic way of saying 
that conflict arises when the Word of God 
confronts the world of man. So it was 
with Jesus. He was killed, not for 
teaching on the hillside, “Behold the 
lilies, how they grow” (Matthew 6:28), 
but for crying in the Temple, “Behold the 
thieves, how they steal” (Mark 11:17). 
For Him. the cross was that Gethsemane 
spirit of obedience in the face of utter 
jeopardy which prayed, “Not My will but 
Thine be done” (Mark 14:36). For us. the 
cross means that no price is too great, no 
sacrifice too costly, no suffering too pain
ful to accomplish our mission of proclaim
ing the whole Word to the whole world.

But why should a hideous instrument 
of death come to occupy so central a 
place in our SBC logo? Because Calvary 
reminds us that entrenched evil will not 
give up without a fight. Baptists first 
learned that truth when they were born 
on a cross. Persecuted for daring to ap
ply the New Testament to their own 
lives, hounded into jail for refusing to 
bow to religious conformity, their 
pilgrimage through history has indeed 
left a “trail of blood. ” Nor have we, after 
all these centuries, ceased to run the 
gauntlet of Christ’s enemies. Bill 
Wallace was martyred in China because 
he embodied spiritual commitments that 
were intolerable to his Communist op
pressors. All over the world Baptists 
have dared to pick a fight because, like 
Thomas Jefferson, we have “sworn upon 
the altar of God eternal hostility against 
every form of tyranny over the mind of 
man.”

We are not called, however, to fight 
God’s battles with the devil’s weapons. 
Instead, the cross further reminds us 
that we are to meet the furies of hell with 
a costly compassion:

“For not with swords’ loud clashing, 
Or roll of stirring drums;
With deeds of love and mercy 
The heav’nly kingdom comes.” 
Lest anyone misunderstand, let it be 

said that Southern Baptists are not a 
political action movement, or a religious 
lobby, or a single-issue pressure group, 
or an ideological voting bloc. We do not 
intend to coerce, intimidate, or 
manipulate the world to do our bidding. 
Instead, we have but one motive: to love 
the world into a saving relationship with 
Jesus Christ. For our friends, we have 
only gratitude; for our enemies, we have 
only forgiveness. If that be weakness, 
then, with Paul, we are persuaded that it 
is “the weakness of God which is 
stronger than man” (1 Corinthians 1:25).

Today, a mean spirit of religious in
tolerance and fanaticism is sweeping the 
globe, from Ireland to Iran, which 
threatens to engulf our land as well. 
Against this rising tide of frustration and 
hatred we lift, not a sword, but a cross.

Over and over again we have con
firmed the paradox of His cross in our 
own experience. When we are brash and 
arrogant. God does not bless; but, when 
we are broken and helpless, He comes to 
our rescue. It is the lesson Paul learned: 
“When I am weak (in my own strength!). 
then I am strong (in God’s strength!)’’ 
(2 Corinthians 12:10). To be sure, we 
yeam to share Christ’s victory over the 
forces of evil. But we remember that 
God vindicated Jesus because He was 
first willing to die. As individuals and as 
a denomination, we will never know the 
power of Christ’s resurrection until we 
also share the fellowship of His suffer
ings, “becoming like Him in His death” 
(Philippians 3:10).

How hard it is to understand Southern 
Baptists! For years now we have been 
told that the central drama of our destiny 
was to wage a fight to the finish between 
two warring factions, one called 
“liberal” and the other called “conser
vative.” But a look at our logo says that 
this scenario is not so. Deeper than all of 
our surface skirmishes, which are but 
symptomatic of these troubled times, 
lies an identity shaped, not by politics or 
ideology, but by an open book, a lost 
world, and a suffering Saviour. This 
identity calls us, not to be “liberal,” but 
to be loving; not to be “conservative,” 
but to be crucified! A broken world will 
not be won by any of the code words or 
catch phrases over which we sometimes 
squabble, but only by the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed and pre
served in Scripture.

Our symbol says it well, but the time 
has come to translate that symbol into 
reality. Therefore, let us stand united: 
with an open Bible in our hands with a 
lost world in our eyes, and with a cross of 
love in our hearts, saying to one another 
and to all who watch, “This is who we 
are! This is what it means to be a 
Southern Baptist!”

WORLD WIDE CHRISTIAN TOURS presents 
July-CARIBBEAN CRUISE: Sep-CHINA: Oct-ALL 
ISRAEL/MIDDLE EAST: Nov 1-EUROPE EUROPE 
with Holy Land; Nov 10-ALL ISRAEL; Dec- 
CHRISTMAS IN THE HOLY LAND Israel Egypt 
WRITE P.O. BOX 506, Elizabethtown, Ky. 
42701 (502)769-5900
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for June 20

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for June 20

David's praise
By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Madison
Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 21:1 to 23:39
Focal Passages: 2 Samuel 21:1, 3-4, 6, 9, 14; 22:2-3, 29-31

the Lord welcomes the praise of His peo
ple. The king was eager to give praise!

In 2 Samuel 22:2-4, David expressed 
confidence in the Lord. The next 
statements (vv. 5-20) recount God’s 
ability to deliver His people in time of 
trouble. The theme of verses 21-31 is that 
of the righteousness of God. Verses 32-46 
speak of the power God gives to those 
who trust Him. The last section (vv. 
47-51) is an expression of praise and 
blessing. The loving Lord has acted in 
history, giving security to all who trust 
Him.

The Lord is called the “horn” of salva
tion (v. 3). This might have reference to 
an animal’s horns which are its means of 
defense. David knew God would defen 
His people. The expression “running 
through a troop” (v. 30) might suggest 
that God will give speed or haste to the 
one who needs Him in times of crisis. 
The Lord will grant deliverance to the 
person in desperate need.

When David wrote of having “leaped 
over a wall” (v. 30), he might have been 
recalling how the Lord caused the 
Israelites to conquer the city of 
Jerusalem even when the Jebusites had 
a wall about it. In verse 31, God is called 
a “buckler.” A buckler was a small 
shield which the soldier wore on his arm. 
It was his last means of defense in a 
struggle. David was convinced God knew 
what was best for His people and would 
not forsake them in time of need.

The reader might consider the follow
ing thoughts from this lesson:

God is aware of what a person does 
upon this earth. Saul had broken Israel’s 
word to the Gibeonites. No one can 
escape the punishment for sin unless the 
grace and cleansing of God is sought 
(1 John 1:9; 1 Timothy 5:24).

To honor the memory and remains of 
the deceased is a godly characteristic. It 
also helps individuals to consider that 
one day they, too, shall stand before God 
(Hebrews 9:27).

There always will be battles for God’s 
people. The closer they draw to God, the 
more Satan will seek to hinder their 
faith.

When people love God, they will praise 
Him.

James, John: power seekers
By W. Clyde Tilley, professor of religion 

Union University, Jackson

A three-year famine plagued the na
tion of Israel. As David prayed about the 
matter, he was told it was because Saul 
had massacred the Gibeonites. The 
Gibeonites had been in the land when 
Israel entered it and were promised safe
ty. There is no clear reference in the 
Scriptures as to how or when Saul had 
punished these people.
When the Gibeon

ites were asked how 
this wrong could be 
repaid, they de
manded the death of 
seven of Saul’s de
scendants. Two sons 
and five grandsons 
of Saul were permit
ted to be hanged by 
the people of Gibeon. 
Mephibosheth, to Plank 
whom David had promised security, was 
spared.

Rizpah, the mother of Saul’s two ex
ecuted sons, saw the bodies of the seven 
remain on public display from about 
April until October and had sought to 
protect the corpses from animals and 
birds. When David was told this, he 
realized the need to bury these men and 
instructed that their bodies be placed 
with the bodies of Saul and Jonathan in 
Zelah of Benjamin. When the burial was 
completed, the Lord again was asked to 
bless the land (2 Samuel 21:14).

God’s people, however, still had bat
tles to fight. The Philistines had 
regrouped and opposed Israel with some 
of their strongest soldiers. God granted 
the Israelites the victory even though the 
enemy was strong and persistent. 
Through those days of adversity, God 
was controlling the destiny of His people 
and the happenings in King David’s life.

Since God loved David and David 
loved God, David’s words of praise in 
chapter 22 were appropriate. Psalm 18 is 
almost an exact repetition of the words 
found in chapter 22. Psalm 147:1 states

World’s Fair Lodging
2 bedroom mobile house, 15 
minutes from Fair. $50 per night. 
Call J. M. Brown 615-546-7803 
mornings; 577-0733 nights

CHURCH FURNITURE
; U3 4 LINDSEY

.< DIRECT FROM THE
’ yh&O FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT
• -Ui /fZ TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 
; U GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND — A CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429
LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

World's Fair Camping
GRAND OAKS PARK, Knoxville 
The No. 1 camping park, 400 choice 
wooded sites, full hookups, 
showers, club house, recreation 
room, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, bus service, World's Fair 
tickets, laundromat, grocery store, 
security guard, all paved streets.

GRAND OAKS PARK
7819 Clinton Hwy, US 25W 

P. O. Box 7049 
Knoxville, TN 37921 

Call 615-690-1321
or toll free (800)828-9286.

World's Fair Apt. Rental
New apt. 5 miles from Knoxville 

on Old Maryville Pk., desirable 
location, completely furnished with 
laundry, $50 per couple per night 
plus $8 for each additional. Sleeps 
4-6. * C D. Wear 615-983-2138

* % • J&J Carpet

Bill Vanwinkle
Box 503, Murfreesboro, TN 37130 

Phone (615) 890-7498 (collect)
Add-a-pad Specialists

World's Fair Rentals
Nice Trailers, completely furnished.

Only 5 miles from Fair.
Call or write for information:

Bobby or Betty Gervin
607 Ozark Circle Knoxville, TN 37912 

Phone (615) 687-5126

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
CniHCSSCC steeples, chairs, 

tables, lighting, 
l^hurch stained glass,

Basic Passages: Mark 1:16-20; 9:2-8; 10:35-45; Luke 9:51-56; Acts 4:13-21; 12:1-3 
Focal Passages: Mark 10:35-45; Luke 9:51-55

Being a Christian does not only stand 
in sharp contrast to being an evil person, 
it also stands in contrast to being a good 
person in accordance with the standards 
of the present world.

The standards of the kingdom of God 
clash radically with the very best stan
dards that this world has to offer. No two 
incidents illustrate 
this better than the
two pronouncement ■MSr 1
stories in today’s ■ |
focal passages. MgBgMga
James and John 

were not evil men. 
They were good ■■F-’W 
men, according to 
the standards of any > 
earthly kingdom. * fl 
They did not, like Tilley 
the Samaritans, want to reject innocent 
travellers from among them. They sim
ply wanted to retaliate against those who 
so treated them. They did not, like the 
Romans, want to oppress a nation that 
desired to be free. They only wanted 
prestigious appointments in the new 
liberating scheme.

Unlike evil men, they did not want to 
return good with evil. They, like “good 
men,” only wished to return evil with 
evil. Yet, unlike Christians, they did not 
want to return evil with good. It was on 
this score that the standards of the 
kingdom were violated and the censor
ship of the king was made.

The canceling of antagonism 
(Luke 9:51-56)

The first-century antagonism between 
Jew and Samaritan is a classic example 
of racial hatred. The passive anger that 
seethed in the bosoms of the disciples 
was ignited into active hostility when 
they were denied Samaritan lodging on 
their way to Jerusalem. No Public Ac
commodations Act forbade Samaritans 
to discriminate in their choice of guests 
and they used their property rights as an 
opportunity to violate someone else’s 
right to personhood. Exhausted after a 
long day of travel, the Jewish compan
ions of Jesus were in no mood to absorb 
the intolerance of these half-breeds.

None of the 12 were more vocal than 
James and John whose characteristic 
temper had merited for them the 
nickname, “sons of thunder” (Mark 
3:17). It was their suggestion that they 
call down fire from heaven upon these 
hot-headed innkeepers. After all, Elijah 
had set the precedent (1 Kings 18:38; 2 
Kings 1:10).

Jesus saw in their spirit something 
that was repugnant to the values of His 
kingdom. At least a part of their problem 
seemed to be ignorance: (1) They had 
made their suggestion in the form of a 
question about Jesus’ wishes for them. 
(2) Some manuscripts quote Jesus:

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY 
(May-Oct.) GROUPS: STAY & SAVE at 
KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM RESORT.

Rt. 1 - Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632
Tickets, lodging, meals 8 recreation 
just $17 ea — Phone (501) 253-3418

FIBER GLASS BAPTISTRIES
Repair Old and Build New

Cali me, home phone 615-373-0710 
A. M. ASHBAUGH or write

4614 Granny White, Nashville, Tenn. 37220

“You do not know what manner of spirit 
you are of” (v. 55).

As always the best corrective to them 
was Jesus’ own example - He came not 
“to destroy men’s lives, but to save 
them” (v. 56). The values of the kingdom 
are always life-affirming in their inten
tion.

The channeling of ambition 
(Mark 10:35-45)

Whereas James and John’s an
tagonism needed to be canceled, their 
ambition needed but to be channeled. 
Ambition was not inherently evil as was 
antagonism. Its evil lay in the matter of 
its directions.

The wrong direction of their ambition 
is discernible as they ask Jesus for the 
“political plums” when He makes the 
appointments for His kingdom.

Once again, the values reflected were 
repugnant to those of His kingdom. And 
once again, their problem in part, ap
peared to be ignorance: “You do not 
know what you are asking” (v. 38). They 
were thinking in terms of an earthly 
messiah with a territorial rule. Jesus 
spoke in terms of the servant of the Lord 
whose mission was that of suffering ser
vice. This is clear in His reference to the 
cup and the baptism, symbols of His 
death. He bids them share with Him in 
the powerful drama of the cross in which 
life comes through death and exaltation 
through humiliation.

The corrective for their mistaken 
aspiration comes not only from His own 
personal example in a “son of man” say
ing (v. 45) as was the case also in the 
story above, but in a teaching section 
about His kingdom values as they are 
reflected in His new standard for 
greatness. First, He rejects the values of 
the Gentiles, the kingdoms of this world 
(v. 42). For them (as too often for us), 
greatness is calculated in self-centered 
terms of rank, station, prestige, promo
tion, salary, benefits, seniority, chain of 
command, and the pyramid of authority.

For Jesus and His kingdom, greatness 
consists in rendering service to others; 
success means ministering to those in 
need (w. 43-44). The new standard is ex- 
trovertic rather than introvertic. The 
traditional “ladder of success” is turned 
upside down. Jesus uproots our oft-used 
adage “there’s always room at the top” 
and plants in its place “there’s always 
room at the bottom,” in lowly service 
and compassionate ministry.

To repeat, the problem is not with am
bition. Be as ambitious as you wish. 
Develop your gifts and talents as fully as 
you can. Set your goals as lofty as you 
may.

But be guided by the example of Jesus, 
“the Man for others,” as you do so. We 
are great only as we serve Him. We can 
serve Him only as we serve the needy 
about us.

Come, Enjoy World's Fair 
Knoxville

Baptist family has new charming 
apt. in exclusive neighborhood. 
Private entrance. All the comforts 
of home. Complete kitchen. Accom
modates 4. 15 minutes from Fair. 
Near shuttle bus. Continental 
breakfast, very reasonable.

Phone Mr. Henderson
615-588-0801 or 584-4682.
Christian people desired.
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life and work series
Lesson for June 20

A caring society
By Larry M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City
Basic Passages: Deuteronomy 23:15-20; 24:1-22 
Focal Passages: Deuteronomy 24:6, 10-15, 17-22

Our culture today is fashioned in the 
image of Greece. This means, in part, 
that we think in highly individual terms. 
Reinforce this cultural tradition with 
rugged American frontier individualism 
and you have a people who customarily 
think in ways that are intensely personal 
and individual. Hence, we have failed to 
develop a strong corporate ethic.
The Hebrews 

thought in ways 
more group-oriented 
or corporate than 
we do. Their ethic 
was geared toward 
the welfare of soci
ety as a whole rather 
than toward individ
ual self-fulfillment. 
Israel’s economy, 
for instance, existed Taylor 
not for the special benefit of the strong, 
but rather for the protection of the weak, 
the powerless, and the defenseless.

Deuteronomy sets a very high stan
dard for meeting the physical needs of 
the poor. The reason for this unusual sen
sitivity to the needs of the weak was 
Israel’s history of slavery in Egypt. 
Israel was compassionate toward the 
weak because of her national ex
perience. Should our attitude as Chris
tians toward the poor and the weak be at 
least as compassionate as Israel’s?

Deuteronomy 24:6 was a law which 
placed limits on what a creditor could 
take in pledge from a borrower. The law 
assumes the need for credit. It is absurd 
to think a society can function without 
the use of credit. Only the rich, who have 
always been able to assume money, can 
afford to frown on the practice of borrow
ing. This ancient law forbade taking part 
of a man’s grindstone used daily in 
grinding meal for bread as a pledge or 
collateral against a debt. A poor family’s 
daily bread depended on the use of the 
grindstone.

It was legitimate for a lender to de
mand a pledge from a borrower. How
ever, there were definite laws restricting 
this demand. A lender could not barge in
to a poor man’s house and seize some 
possession for himself as a pledge for 
repayment (vv. 10-11). The law pro
tected the privacy of a man’s home. If 
the only pledge a poor man could offer 
was his own garment, which was used at 
night as a blanket, then that garment 
must be returned at night by the lender 

; (w. 12-13).
These laws all assume a very simple 

I village farming community with its 
। basically agricultural economy. It is a 
I challenge to the modern interpreter of 
I Scripture to translate these concepts into 

terms appropriate to today’s economy. 
We must first determine what the Bible 
meant in such passages as Deuter- 
nonomy, and then spell out what the 
Bible means. Very few people today lend 
or hold another person’s garments as 
collateral against a loan. We must look 
for the principle involved in such Biblical 
practices.

The Israelites were forbidden to op- 
: press hired servants. This is a continua
tion of humanitarian principles toward 
the poor (v. 14). The poor always live 
strictly from hand to mouth. Therefore, 
they are to be paid daily (v. 15). People 
with money do not understand the daily 
vulnerability of the poor to the ravages 
of basic subsistence needs. According to 
Deuteronomy, it is immoral to enrich 

oneself at the expense of such defense
less people. It is obvious what such a 
passage meant in Israel. What does it 
mean today?

Perhaps Deuteronomy 24 has some
thing to say about loan sharks, slum 
landlords, middle-class insensitivity to 
the poor, excessive interest rates, and 
lack of compassion toward people who 
cannot afford the luxury of deferred 
compensation.

The motive most often appealed to in 
Deuteronomy for obedient response to 
God’s laws protecting the poor was the 
remembrance of Israel’s own release 

Some kids would rather die
than bring home grades 
like these

^***^4^

In the next hour, 57 American 
kids will try to kill themselves. 
Many over problems that may 
seem small to adults. But to 
children, even little things 
can be matters of life 
and death.

Grades that weren't 
quite high enough. A 
broken date. A game 
that wasn't won. One 
more reason for feel
ing they've failed to
measure up. To 
others' expec
tations. Or 
their own.

Suicide is 
the second 
leading 
cause of 
death among 
young people.

But its 
preventable. If only 
someone recognizes 
the danger signals in time.

Sudden changes in eating 
and sleeping habits. Withdrawal from 
friends and activities. Becoming accident 
prone. Talking about being "gone" or "better 
off dead." The most dangerous sign of all is 
making final arrangements—giving away 
favorite records, books or other treasured 
possessions.

And don't think kids who talk about sui
cide won't try it. They will.

As a parent, the most important thing 
you can do is show you care.

Ask your children about their feelings. 
And listen to what they have to say. Without 
making judgments.

If you're concerned about self destruc
tive behavior, call your local suicide 
prevention, mental health or crisis center. 
Professional counseling can help suicidal

from slavery at God’s hands. Can a na
tion with humble origins forget its pres
ent day poor when the nation as a whole 
has become wealthy? That is the ques
tion in Deuteronomy 24. That is also the 
question in America in 1982.

God’s law strictly forbade unfair judg
ment toward the stranger (non-Israel- 
ite), the orphan, the widow (v. 17). In 
other words, the defenseless were to be 
cared for. What about the Mexican let
tuce gatherer, the alien Vietnamese in 
our midst, and the working woman who 
receives on the average 40 percent less 
pay than a working man for the same 
work? Do we dare update the ancient 
laws from God in Deuteronomy and take 
them seriously as Christians?

World's Fair Lodging
Reasonable Rates. I and 2 

bedroom furnished opts. Accom
modates 4-34. 8 miles from Fair.
Call John R. Staley 615-693-9406.

Ancient Israel’s poverty program 
preserved the dignity of the poor 
(vv. 19-22). It believed you help the poor 
overcome their poverty by helping them 
to help themselves. To fight poverty 
means to involve the poor in planning 
and implementing the program designed 
to help them. What we have in Deuter
onomy is the “Golden Rule” centuries 
before Jesus.

CHURCH STEEPLES
• BAPTISTRIES
• WALL GROSSIS 
ke BAPTISTRY WATER HEATERS
i colonial. contemporarv. mo
| MODERN DES18HS.
R ERECTION WITH COMPIN*
I CRANES IND CREWS AVAILABLE.
■ WRITE OR CALL FOR COLOR
I LITERATURE ANO PROPOSALS:
> TOLL FREE
F 800-241-3152 
' IN GEORGIA CALL 
COLLECT:

104-983-9960
F GLASSTECH PLASTICS. INC. 

P.O. 80X 910.
ROSWELL GA 30077

children, and 
their families, learn 

better ways of deal- 
ing with problems.

One of the tragedies of youth suicide 
is that children just don't always understand. 
That problems are temporary. And death 
is permanent. They're not experienced 
enough to realize their options. So some of 
them choose the way that should not be 
an option at all. And . some of them don't 
live to regret it.

LIBERTyInATIONAL
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

BIRMINGHAM. ALABAMA

For a free brochure on youth suicide and what you can 
do to prevent it, write Liberty National, Advertising 
Dept. RP, P.O. Box 2612, Birmingham, Alabama 35202.
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Philadelphi
By Patti Stephenson

PHILADELPHIA (BP)- When Trini
ty American Baptist Church was born on 
the Fourth of July, 1880, Philadelphia’s 
Bowery Town was booming.

The big brick brewery named the 
neighborhood and employed most of the 
people living in rowhouses that still 
march shoulder to shoulder along 
Bowery Town’s constricted streets. At 
its peak, when the gray stone sanctuary 
was built at the turn of the century, the

Share 
Baptist and Reflector 

with a friend

Medicare Supplement Information
TO: ALL MEDICARE MEMBERS

SUBJECT: NEW CHANGES IN MEDICARE THAT AFFECT YOU

Dear Medicare Member:

The Social Security Administration has recently announced certain changes that 
were made in the MEDICARE program — changes which will directly or Indirectly 
affect every MEDICARE member.

If you do not fully understand what benefits are payable under MEDICARE, please 
return the attached card at once so that we may furnish this vital Information about 
the changes in MEDICARE, along with a detailed description of a privately spon
sored MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT INSURANCE PLAN.

ARE YOU UNDER 
65?

□

Yes □
Yes □

Nome.

Address

.State.City.

UI

LU

5
Q 
Z

Ui 
w
LU

We willidso furnish you with information about a 
program designed to help relieve the MEDI
CARE member funeral expense. Do you know 
that Social Security can help pay funeral ex
pense? This important information will be fur
nished without cost or obligation.
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OPEN-DOOR POLICY — E. C. Sheridan, pastor of Philadelphia's Trinity Baptist 
Church, is often asked, “Is that church still open?" However, he explains, "A lot of 
people are finally getting the point that we're here to stay and won't be shutting 
our doors just because we're small."
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I would like further Information concerning a 
protection plan that helps cover the charges 
Medicare does not pay.
I would like further information on how Social 
Security can help pay funeral expense.
1 would like further information on $100.00 per 
day hospital expense plan.

____________________________ Date of Birth Is:.
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a church experiences rebirth
Trinity congregation swelled to 400 
members.

But the boom went bad when the 
brewery shut down. In the ’60s, when 
blacks drifted across Bowery Town’s 
boundaries, many whites fled to the 
suburbs.

Trinity, too, seemed afflicted with ter
minal blight. Membership dwindled to 
seven by 1980, mostly elderly women 
who still clung stubbornly to their home 
and church. The question of what to do 
with a down-at-the-heels, drafty old 
church and its century-old tenure in a 
community gnawed at their minds.

Gaynor Yancey found an answer. 
Yancey, Christian social ministries 
director for Delaware Valley Baptist 
Association, dug deep into the communi
ty, searching for signs of life. What she 
uncovered convinced her Southern Bap-

ALSOhavi
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HOSPITAL EXPENSE
PLAN 

tists could bring Trinity back to life 
again. •.

“This is one of those rare opportunities 
when we’ve been able to move into a 
community when it’s making a come
back instead of when it’s on the decline,” 
Yancey laughs. Bowery Town, which 
nudges a downtown park, the city art 
museum, and library, is being redis
covered and salvaged by Philadelphia’s 
middle class professionals. New 
townhomes selling for $90,000 have 
sprung up in empty lots around the 
brewery’s abandoned shell.

After a summer mission team held a 
successful Vacation Bible School at 
Trinity in August 1980, suburban Paoli 
Baptist Church purchased Trinity for 
$15,000. Reborn as a Southern Baptist 
mission, the small band has now grown 
to a “faithful 30,” according to Pastor 
E. C. Sheridan.

Since Trinity’s conversion, change has 
been subtle but strongly felt by Grace 
Ballentine, a member since her baptism 
in 1913. “We have to be honest,” she con
fesses, the feather in her navy felt hat 
enscribing exclamation marks in the air. 
“At Trinity, we weren’t always the 
warmest church. Before, if you were 
sick, people would say, ‘Well, that’s too 
bad, come back when you get better.’ 
But now there’s just so much more love 
here.”

That caring spirit has been carefully 
nurtured by Sheridan and Diane Griffin, 
weekday ministries director appointed 
by the Home Mission Board. Since com
ing to Trinity a year ago. Miss Griffin 
has averaged 60 visits in the community 
a week — inviting working mothers to an 
evening ceramics class, corralling 
children for “Big A” club, coaxing older 
women to leave their homes for a morn
ing outing.

One woman she visits often is Helen 
Green, who remembers walking by “the 
church at the top of Penock Street” as a 
child and hearing hearty singing wafting 
outside. Now, she watches other children 
trudge up the hill to Trinity. “I can’t 
believe there’s singing and hand
clapping again at the top of Penock 
Street,” Mrs. Green says happily.

Attendance at weekday activities has 
doubled and tripled in recent months, 
Miss Griffin says. “Ladies’ night out” 
evolved into coed ceramics because “the 
men were hurt they couldn’t come, too,” 
she laughs. Activities are drawing an as
sortment of racially-mixed, lower- and

upper-income families.
Some return on Sunday for Bibi 

study. Children’s classes cluster in 
corners of a large downstairs h 
upstairs, adults study under the sanc
tuary’s heavy wooden beams and 
cracked plaster ceiling. Cooking 
catch rainwater seeping through 
roof. “That roof’s always leaked, 
Miss Ballentine declares indignantly a: 
a steady drip pings above the class 
cussion.

Sheridan recently staggered the 
gregation by asking them to pray 
$18,000 to put on a new roof. Then “thev 
surprised me by coming up with 
money we needed,” he says. Their cor 
mitment has reinforced his own sense 
call to this community.

Sheridan first considered “how f 
Southern Baptist pastors seem to b 
called to the cities” while still a stud 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. After graduation, he and wife 
Lee Ann packed a rental truck and 
moved to Philadelphia, “determined to 
start a church.” He found a job as an in
surance underwriter and learned of 
Trinity’s need for a pastor through 
Delaware Valley association. “We just 
seemed right for each other,” he ; 
reflects.

“The work here is slow,” he admits. 
“We have a large Catholic community . 
and it takes time to win their trust. It’s a 
different climate, too. In the South, you 
can start a new church and people will 3 
show up the first Sunday. That doesn’t ■ 
happen here.”

One need is for more trained leaders. 
The church depends heavily on trans
planted Southern Baptists such as Grady 
Cox, a former Woman’s Missionary 
Union worker in Tennessee who moved i 
to Philadelphia to teach school and be in
volved in missions “where I can do the 
most good.”

Sheridan knows that Trinity might 
grow faster if he sought out more trans
plants. “That would be the easy way,” he 
acknowledges. “The hard way is to win 
the people who live here.”

Sheridan obviously intends for Trinity 
to grow the hard way. But grow it will. 
“Our slogan ‘the little church with the 
big heart’ is cute, but it implies we’re 
satisfied with small,” he explains. 
“Well, we want to reach a lot of people in 
this community. There’s nothing wrong 
with being a big church with a big 
heart.”
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