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New Orleans SBC messengers vote^
record Cooperative Program goal

By Al Shackleford
With a near-record registration, 

messengers to the 125th session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in New 
Orleans last week approved its first 
$100-million Cooperative Program 
budget-goal; elected James T. Draper 
Jr. of Texas as its new president; and 
defeated a proposed amendment to the 
Constitution which would have required 
that a layperson be elected as president 
or one of the vice-presidents.

As of Thursday afternoon, registration 
for the June 15-17 meeting in the Super- 
dome had reached 20,437 — second only 
to the 22,872 messengers who registered 
at the 1978 SBC in Atlanta.

In other action the messengers ap
proved a resolution supporting an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution to 
permit voluntary prayer in public 
schools; elected 230 trustees to various 
SBC agencies and institutions; and voted 
to refer five proposed amendments to the 
Constitution and bylaws to the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee for study.

The messengers approved a $106-mil- 
lion Cooperative Program goal for the 
October 1982-September 1983 fiscal year 
- passing the $100-million plateau for 
the first time. The goal is 14 percent 
higher than the $93-million goal for the 
current fiscal year.

. MK dies in Kenya 
after bus accident

NAIROBI, Kenya(BP) — Sheri Lynn 
Richardson, 9-year-old daughter of 
Southern Baptist Missionaries Jim and 
Marcia Jones Richardson, died June 15 
after a freak school bus accident in 
Nairobi.

Returning home on the last day of 
school, Sheri had stepped off the bus 
when her dress got caught in the closing 
bus door. As the bus drove away, she was 
dragged 20 yards before her dress tore 
and she was released. She died two hours 
later without regaining consciousness.

The bus driver apparently was not 
aware of the girl’s plight until the dress 
tore. Her father, waiting for her, wit
nessed the accident and immediately 
took her to a Nairobi hospital.

The accident occurred at the Nairobi 
Baptist Centre, where her father is a 
school administrator and the family 
home is located. Sheri was a student at 
Rosslyn Academy, an interdenomina
tional school attended by many of the 
missionary children.

The Richardsons were appointed mis
sionaries in March 1976. Other survivors 
include a younger sister, Amy Luck, six, 
a brother, James three, both of Nairobi; 
paternal grandmother, Hazel Richard
son of Roanoke, Va.; and maternal 
grandparents, Mr. an Mrs. Dwight L. 
Jones of Eldon, Mo.

Burial was in Kenya.

The goal would be divided this way: 
$96,635,000 for basic operating budget, 
$3,365,000 for capital needs, and 
$6-million for a Bold Mission challenge 
section.

James T. Draper Jr., pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Euless, Tex., was 
elected SBC president, succeeding 
Bailey Smith, pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church, Del City, Okla., who had 
served two consecutive one-year terms 
and was not eligible for re-election.

John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Shreveport, La., was 
elected first vice-president, and Gene 
Garrison, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Oklahoma City, Okla., was elected sec
ond vice-president.

The messengers defeated a proposed 
amendment to the Constitution which 
would have required that one of the three 
top posts (president, first vice-president, 
or second vice-president) must be oc
cupied by a layperson.

The proposal was approved by the 
necessary two-thirds majority at the 1981 
SBC, but failed to receive the necessary 
vote the second year, as required to 
amend the Constitution.

The messengers also defeated on sec
ond reading a Constitutional amendment 
which would have specified that boards 
of trustees could delegate to subcommit
tees “such authority as the governing 
group deems appropriate.”

However, the messengers did approve 
on second reading an amendment which 
declares that 50 percent of the trustees 
would constitute a quorum for transact
ing business.

During the report of the Resolutions 
Committee, the messengers approved a 
resolution endorsing the proposed 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
which would permit voluntary prayer in 
public schools. Other resolutions op
posed “abortion on demand,” tuition tax 
credits for parents of parochial school 
pupils, teaching of “scientific crea
tionism” in public schools, and sup
ported nuclear disarmament, efforts to 
alleviate world hunger, and family 
ministry (See article on resolutions on 
page 3).

The large number of resolutions in
troduced also resulted in the messengers 
voting to approve a recommendation of 
the Resolutions Committee that the SBC 

Executive Committee be asked to study 
the entire process of introducing, report
ing, and voting on resolutions.

The messengers also referred four pro
posed bylaw amendments and one Con
stitutional amendment to the Executive 
Committee.

Two of the bylaw amendments were 
presented by Tennesseans and dealt with 
the pre-convention announcement of 
names of appointments and nomina
tions.

Nobel Brown of Maryville asked that 
the bylaws be changed to require that the 
Committee on Boards announce its 
nominees through Baptist Press at least 
30 days prior to the annual conventions.

(Continued on page 3)

SBC messengers elect
Draper as president

NEW ORLEANS - James T. Draper 
Jr., pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Euless, Tex., was elected president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention last 
week in a runoff against Duke K. McCall, 
former president of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

In the runoff, Draper drew 8.331 votes, 
56.9 percent of the votes cast, to McCall’s 
6,292 (43.03 percent).

Perry Sanders, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lafayette. La., and John Sulli
van, pastor of Broadmoor Baptist 
Church. Shreveport, La., were elim
inated on the first ballot.

Sullivan was later elected as first vice- 
president of the 13.7-million-member 
denomination. The newly-elected second 
vice-president is Gene Garrison, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.

Draper led all nominees on the first 
ballot for president with 46.03 percent 
(8,081) of the votes to McCall’s 34.88 per
cent (6,124).

Draper was nominated by Morris 
Chapman, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Wichita Falls, Tex., who em
phasized Draper’s “great Southern Bap
tist heritage.”

“He knows who we (Southern Bap

SBC OFFICERS — Elected at the 125th 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Con
vention in New Orleans were (from 
left) Gene Garrison, second vice- 
president: James T. Draper Jr., presi
dent; and John Sullivan, first vice- 
president.

tists) are, and we know who he is," Chap
man said. He also said Draper “believes 
the Word of God firmly and yet with a 
spirit of love.”

Chapman also noted the missions giv
ing and numerical growth of Draper's 
church.

Grady Cothen, president of the 
Nashville-based Baptist Sunday School 
Board, placed McCall’s name in nomina
tion, claiming he had been “harangued, 
pressured, and threatened” since an
nouncing he would nominate McCall. 
McCall had been promoted as the 
“moderate” candidate.

Cothen quoted a statement by McCall 
affirming the authority of the Bible and 
also reaffirmed the nominee’s support of 
the Cooperative Program.

A native of Arkansas, Draper is a 
graduate of Baylor University, Waco. 
Tex., and Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
He is a trustee of Baylor University: 
Baylor Medical Center. Dallas: and the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

Pastor of the Euless church since 1975. 
Draper has also served other churches in 
Texas. Missouri, and Oklahoma.

In the race for first vice-president, 
Sullivan defeated U.S. Representative 
Albert Lee Smith Jr. of Alabama in a 
runoff election.

Sullivan, who was nominated by War
ren Hultgren, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tulsa, Okla., took 68.27 percent 
of the runoff votes to Smith’s 31.73 per
cent. Smith, the Moral Majority-backed 
candidate who defeated longtime 
Representative John Buchanan for the 
Alabama congressional seat, was 
nominated by Fred Wolfe, pastor of Cot
tage Hill Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala.

Two other candidates for first vice- 
president, eliminated on the first ballot, 

(Continued on page 2)
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Colorado editor resigns 
over censorship threat

DENVER (BP)- James Lee Young 
resigned effective June 25 as editor of the 
Rocky Mountain Baptist, saying he can 
no longer effectively function under the 
Colorado Baptist Convention Executive 
Board because of what he termed “cen
sorship.”

“The issue of censorship is not 
negotiable with me,” he said in a state
ment read to Baptist Press, news service 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. “I 
will not compromise my convictions and 
principles and will not allow a paper of 
which I am editor to be censored by 
anyone.”

Young claimed that following the 
board’s administrative committee 
meeting on June 9, he was ordered not to 
print any advance story on plans for a 
“closed” session of the Executive Board, 
or any story concerning a special com
mittee study of the relationship between 
the Executive Board and the conven
tion’s Foundation/Church Loans Corp., 
without first clearing it with the chair
man of the Executive Board, Davis 
Cooper.

Cooper, pastor of University Hills Bap
tist Church, Denver, and chairman of 
both the Executive Board and ad
ministrative committee, was on a cruise 
ship leading a conference for singles and 
was not available for comment.

Glen E. Braswell, executive director
treasurer of the convention, denied cen
sorship has taken place. “It may seem to 
be censorship to him, but I have had no 
conflict with Jim Young.”

Braswell said the real issue is a con
flict between the bylaws and articles of 
incorporation of the Foundation/Church 
Loans Corp, and those of the convention 
and its Executive Board.

“This is a very complex, involved 
issue,” Braswell said, adding that the 
administrative committee had simply

Six missionaries evacuate;
10 stay in troubled Lebanon
BEIRUT, Lebanon (BP)- Six South

ern Baptist missionaries and four 
children left this war-torn city during the 
latter part of last week, according to 
Missionary Pete Dunn, who talked to the 
Foreign Mission Board from Beirut on 
June 21.

Dunn reported that 10 SBC mis
sionaries remained in Beirut, hoping to 
continue their current assignments or to 
assist in relief work among the 
thousands of refugees who have been 
pouring into the city since Israel invaded 
Lebanon June 4.

Some of those leaving will return to the 
United States and begin previously 
scheduled furloughs and personal leave. 
Others may consider temporary reloca
tion, in other countries, said Isam 
Ballenger, FMB director for Europe and 
the Middle East.

The six missionaries who left Beirut 
last week were Mr. and Mrs. Mack Sacco 
and their four children; Mrs. Jim 
Ragland; Ruth Spence; James Wilson, 
missionary journeyman; and Violet 
Popp, missionary to Jordan who was on 
study leave in Beirut at the time the con
flict started.

At press time, word has been received 
of the safe arrival of only Mrs. Ragland, 
who arrived June 20 in Duncan, Okla.

One other Southern Baptist missionary 
left Lebanon earlier this month on a per
sonal leave. Mrs. Wayne Fuller had 

asked Young to check any story he might 
write about this with the chairman of the 
Executive Board “for accuracy.” He 
added: “We don’t want to censor any 
story ; we just want to make sure it is ac
curate.”

“If they have the right, as the chair
man of the Executive Board and other 
committee members are maintaining, to 
say the editor can or can not run 
something in the paper, I have the right 
and obligation to take a stand, to refuse 
to accept the order, and resign,” Young 
said in his statement. “That is the direc
tion I have chosen.”

In a meeting June 10, Young said 
Cooper told him the Rocky Mountain 
Baptist could not print any story an
nouncing plans for a closed session of the 
Executive Board scheduled June 29 but 
said he could cover the meeting.

Young said he had never objected to 
“checking” a story for accuracy, only 
being told he could not print a story.

Young said the situation in Colorado 
points to the need for a separate board of 
directors for Baptist state papers to give 
the editor freedom, yet accountability to 
an elected board, rather than to a con
vention’s Executive Board and executive 
director.

Young came to the Rocky Mountain 
Baptist five years ago after four years as 
feature editor for Baptist Press, news 
service of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. Previously he was director of news 
and information services for Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, 
where he earned the master of religious 
education degree. Young is a former 
reporter for the San Diego Tribune and 
Navy photo journalist in Vietnam.

Young did not immediately announce 
plans for the future, saying he is con
sidering “several options” in business 
and journalism.

planned to leave Beirut June 8 by 
airplane to attend the graduation of her 
daughter’s graduation from California 
Polytechnic State University at San Luis 
Obispo, Calif. However, the Israeli inva
sion disrupted her plans, and she took a 
Greek freighter to Cyprus and then flew 
to the United States.

Dunn reported that the 10 remaining 
SBC missionaries in Beirut are 
“relatively safe” despite continued 
fighting.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, acting at the request of the 
Lebanon Baptist Mission (the organiza
tion of missionaries in Lebanon), re
leased $15,000 in hunger relief funds and 
$15,000 in general relief funds on June 15.

Fighting and subsequent injuries, 
disruption of daily life because of heavy 
shelling and bombardment, and the in
flux of refugees have caused hospitals to 
overflow and medical and food supplies 
to dwindle, particularly in the embattled 
Palestinian section of west Beirut.

Missionaries said electricity had been 
severely rationed in Beirut and many of 
the telephone lines were dead.

Southern Baptist missionaries are all 
safe, they reported. One Baptist church 
in the village of Ain Dara, in the moun
tains near Beka’a, suffered a direct hit 
and was badly damaged as was the near
by home of the Baptist pastor. No one 
was injured.

NEWS CONFERENCE — Newly-elected SBC Presdident James Draper meets with 
news media to discuss his views of Southern Baptist life and his goals for his term 
as president. Draper tells the media he wants to get Baptists talking to each other 
rather than about each other.

At first press conference

Draper says Baptists 
need to communicate

NEW ORLEANS - Jimmy Draper, new 
president of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, rejected implications of his 
alliance with a control-seeking faction of 
the 13.7-million-member denomination 
and declared a goal of his presidency will 
be denominational unity.

Draper, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Tex., told reporters at 
his first news conference that he wants to 
“get Southern Baptists talking to each 
other instead of about each other.”

Asked if he would disavow any move to 
take over the convention by “stacking” 
boards and agencies with people who 
believe the Bible is literally true, Draper 
replied: “I don’t have to disavow some
thing I’ve never avowed. I have never 
embraced that (technique) as a 
philosophy.”

Draper acknowledged the trustees are 
“influential” and that the boards, agen
cies, and institutidns need “conservative 
trustees.” But he promised not to make 
belief in Biblical inerrancy a sole 
criterion for appointments open to him. 
“We ought to (elect) people who love our 
denomination but first love the Lord and 
the purposes of the Southern Baptist con
vention,” he said.

Draper defined such people as those 
who participate in the work of Southern 
Baptist associations, state conventions, 
and denominational agencies, and who 
support the Cooperative Program both 
personally and financially.

In response to recent criticism of the 
Cooperative Program, he called the con
vention’s method of funding its pro
grams “the finest thing we’ve ever 
done.”

He said he has never been pastor of a 
church that did not annually increase its 
contribution to the Cooperative Pro
gram.

Last year, Draper said the Euless 
church gave $200,000 through the 
Cooperative Program and another 
$100,000 to special mission offerings, 
association, and state causes. (The 1981 
Texas convention annual indicates First 
Baptist Church of Euless gave $120,532 to 
the Cooperative Program during last 
year out of total mission expenditures of 
$236,690.)

Asked about his views on three con
troversial church-state issues, Draper 

restated his support for a Constitutional 
amendment on school prayer but avoided 
strong stands on tuition tax credits and 
the teaching of scientific creationism.

He emphasized that while the U.S. 
Supreme Court had not forbidden volun
tary school prayer in its 1962 and 1963 rul
ings, those decisions had been inter
preted in a way to prevent the practice.

Draper said what is necessary is for 
the judiciary to step in and declare that 
voluntary prayer is permitted or for a 
Constitutional amendment accomplish
ing the same purpose.

Draper did not endorse any legislative 
proposals requiring the teaching of crea
tionism in the public schools but did state 
his belief that vertical evolution is theory 
and that schools “ought to teach 
science” but not theory.

Concerning committee appointments 
Draper said he would “never appoint 
someone who denied portions of Scrip
ture,” but otherwise said he would name 
“people who are committed Southern 
Baptists and love the Lord.”

Draper said while he understands 
“final decisions rest with me,” he plans 
to work in very close consultation with 
the vice-presidents and make decisions 
“in conjunction with them.”

SBC elections. ..
(Continued from page 1) 

were John G. Alley, pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Alexandria, La., and 
Brian Shoemaker, a student at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky.

Messengers elected Garrison as sec
ond vice-president out of a slate of eight 
nominees. Garrison wron in a runoff elec
tion against Norris Sydnor Jr., bivoca- 
tional pastor of the Riverside Baptist 
Mission in Baltimore, Md.; and Ann 
Cravens, a lay person and wife the direc
tor of missions of the Greater Pittsburgh 
(Pa.) Baptist Association.

Other nominees included Robert L. 
Craig, president of Union University. 
Jackson; Maylen Morley, a layman from 
Kansas; Gene Watterson, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Shelby, N.C.; Dwayne 
Martin, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Texas City, Tex.; and Joe Lovelady, 
pastor of Edgewater Baptist Church, 
New Orleans, La.
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SBC resolution supports public school prayers
Resolutions passed by messengers to 

last week’s Southern Baptist Convention 
in New Orleans supported an amend
ment 4o the U.S, Constitution to permit 
voluntary prayer in public schools, ef
forts for “mutual verifiable nuclear 
disarmament,” and the release of ap
pointments by the SBC president and 
nominees by the Committee on Boards 30 
days before the annual conventions.

Other resolutions opposed the teaching 
of scientific creationism in public 
schools, tuition tax credits for parents of 
parochial school students, and enlist
ment activities of the Ku Klux Klan.

In all, the messengers expressed their 
stands on 21 resolutions. Forty-six 
resolutions were introduced by messen
gers (one was later declared a motion 
and referred to the SBC Executive Com
mittee), nearing the record 50 which 
were introducted at the 1980 SBC in St. 
Louis, Mo.

Recognizing the burden which this pro
cedure places on the Resolutions Com
mittee, the committee asked that the 
Executive Committee study the present 
process and bring recommendations to 
next year’s SBC in Pittsburgh, Pa.

SBC elects 23 
as trustees of

Twenty-three Tennesseans were 
elected as trustees, directors or commis
sioners of Southern Baptist Convention 
agencies and institutions during the SBC 
in New Orleans last week.

These elections came last Wednesday 
when the messengers approved the 
report of the Committee on Boards.

The nominations of the committee 
became one of the major pre-convention 
and during-the-convention business mat
ters when the 1982 committee voted not 
to announce its nominees before the con
vention session, as had been done by the 
1981 committee. However, as the names 
became known, the names were shared 
by some denominational politicians and 
were printed in several Baptist state 
papers.

The discussion led to a proposed 
amendment to the bylaws by Nobel 
Brown of Maryville which would require 
that the Committee on Boards nomina
tions “be released to the Baptist Press at 
least 30 days prior” to the annual con
vention. The messengers voted to refer 
this motion to the SBC Executive Com
mittee for study.

Also, a resolution was introduced and 
endorsed by the Resolutions Committee 
which was critical of those who released 
and printed the report. However, the 
messengers passed a substitute resolu
tion which would “request” the commit
tee to announce these names 30 days 
before the convention.

When the Committee on Boards made 
its report last Wednesday, amendments 
from the floor were approved which 
substituted three names for the commit
tee’s nominees. Don Dilday and J. C. 
Hatfield, both of Texas, replaced two 
other Texans who were nominated by the 
committee for the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, because the two committee 
nominees were from churches which did 
not use Sunday School Board literature.

Mrs. Christine Gregory of Virginia 
was substituted by the messengers as a 
local trustee for Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. The amendment 
maker noted that all local trustees were 
from North Carolina, even though the 
seminary’s charter permits local 
trustees from a 300-mile radius.

At this point Wayne Allen of Memphis

In publicly supporting an amendment 
to permit voluntary prayers in public 
schools, the convention in essence re
versed its historic stand on this matter. 
Those discussing the emotion-laden issue 
seemed to agree that the Supreme 
Court’s 1962 and 1963 rulings did not pro
hibit voluntary prayers, but it had been 
so interpreted by lower courts and local 
school boards.

Before passing the resolution by a 3-1 
vote, the messengers defeated a 
substitute motion which would reaffirm 
a 1980 SBC resolution which expressed 
“opposition to attempts, either by law or 
other means, to circumvent the Supreme 
Court’s decisions forbidding government 
authored or sponsored religious exer
cises in public schools.”

The resolution which will “request” 
the announcement of appointments and 
nominations 30 days ahead of the annual 
conventions was passed as a substitute 
offered by former SBC President Owen 
Cooper. The Resolutions Committee’s 
recommendation would have had the 
convention “express its disappointment 
with those who unethically released” the

Tennesseans 
agencies

made a motion to refer the committee’s 
report back to the*committee. This mo
tion to refer was opposed by several, in
cluding Earl Davis of Memphis, when it 
was stated that the Committee on Boards 
would not be bound by the three substitu
tions already approved by the messen
gers. The motion was defeated 4.687 to 
4,351.

After this vote was announced at the 
Wednesday afternoon business session, 
the messengers voted to cut off debate on 
the committee’s report and then ap
proved the slate of nominations as 
previously amended.

Those elected from Tennessee were:
SBC Executive Committee: Richard 

D. Patton of Portland,
Foreign Mission Board: Fred 

Steelman of Chattanooga,
Home Mission Board: Jerry Glisson of 

Memphis,
Sunday School Board: Winford L. 

Hendrix of Chattanooga. Ralph C. Harris 
of Donelson, Harold D. Smith of Colum
bia, and Raymond Langlois of Nashville,

Annuity Board: Ronald E. Earl, Hix
son,

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary: Steve Anderson of Memphis 
and John Lee Taylor of Jackson,

American Baptist Seminary Commis
sion: Marshall Gupton of Camden, Troy 
D. Woodbury of Nashville, and Norman 
C. Herron of Nashville,

Education Commission: Tom Madden 
of Brentwood,

Brotherhood Commission: Kenneth H. 
Rose of Maryville and Richard H. Em
mert of Morristown,

Historical Commission: Carolyn 
Blevins of Jefferson City and Stan 
Rushing of Newport,

Southern Baptist Foundation: Osta 
Underwood, G. Warren Gregory, Ed
ward M. Smith, and John P. Gifford Sr., 
all of Nashville, and Clarence Edmonds 
of Brentwood.

On nomination by the Committee of 
Committees, two Tennesseans were 
elected to the 1983 Committee on Boards: 
Robert Mowrey, pastor of Park Avenue 
Baptist Church, Nashville, and W. L. 
Franks, a layman of Woodland Baptist 
Church, Jackson.

Committee on Boards’ nominations 
before this year’s session.

It was pointed out in the discussion 
that the resolution is simply a “request” 
and is not binding on future SBC 
presidents or Committee on Boards.

A resolution on abortion presented by 
the Resolutions Committee was first 
tabled, and later passed by the 
messengers. The motion to table was 
passed after it was stated that the con
vention had acted on this matter many 
times in the past.

The vote to remove the resolution from 
the table and approve it noted that the 
motion to table might be interpreted by 
some as a reversal of the convention’s 
previous stands against “abortion on de
mand” and because this year’s resolu
tion also included infanticide.

Other resolutions approved by the 
messengers favored concern for the

SUPERDOME DECISIONS — About 2,000 people crowded the Superdome floor to 
moke commitments following a sermon by Evangelist Billy Graham at the opening 
session of the SBC Pastors' Conference.

New Orleans SBC. . .
(Continued from page 1)

Bill Bruster of Knoxville presented a 
bylaw amendment which would require 
that the SBC president announce his 
committee appointments at least 30 days 
prior to the annual convention.

Another bylaw amendment, presented 
by Russell Bennett of Kentucky, would 
have a state convention electing its two 
members to the Committee on Commit
tees. Presently, this committee is ap
pointed by the SBC president.

Lavonn Brown of Oklahoma offered an 
amendment to the bylaws which would 
instruct the Committee on Boards to 
limit their nominees to persons who have 
resided in their respective states at least 
one year before being nominated.

The proposed amendment to the Con
stitution would designate that the first 
vice-president would be in charge of 
prayer support for the convention ses
sion. Jack R. Taylor, 1981 first vice- 
president, has organized this prayer 
support for the last two conventions.

In referring these five proposals to the 
Executive Committee, the messengers 
asked for study and report at next year’s 
convention.

Three other matters were also re
ferred to the Executive Committee: a 
study for “the best possible utilization bf 
those trained for Southern Baptist 
ministry;” a study to examine the ques
tion of a Bill of Rights for cooperating 
churches; and a way that churches can 
respond to the current unemployment 
crisis.

economic condition of the nation, jail and 
prison ministry, programs that em
phasize world hunger problems, and 
more involvement by our schools in new 
work areas of the convention.

Resolutions were also passed which 
opposed a convention to alter the U.S. 
Constitution, efforts to interfere with 
religious programming on radio and 
television, and expanded use of beverage 
alcohol and drugs.

A resolution which would have sup
ported the nation of Israel was con
sidered to be a detriment to Southern 
Baptist mission work in other Middle 
Eastern countries, and a motion was 
passed to delay consideration until the 
1983 SBC.

Another proposed resolution which 
would have repudiated the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs for its com
ments on President Ronald Reagan was 
tabled by the messengers.

Although the messengers did refer to 
the Executive Committee the two 
proposed bylaw’ amendments related to 
pre-convention announcement of ap
pointments and nominations, they did 
pass a resolution which would “request” 
that the SBC president and the Commit
tee on Boards make these public 30 days 
before each convention.

During the Committee on Boards 
report on Wednesday, the messengers 
substituted three nominees for those 
nominated by the committee before ap
proving its report (See article on age 2).

In other action, the messengers ap
proved a motion from the Credentials 
Committee which requested four 
churches, which registered more than 
the maximum of 10 messengers, to 
return the credentials and ballots of 
those above 10. The committee noted 
that these churches had apologized for 
the oversight. One of the four churches 
involved was from .Tennessee, Second 
Baptist Church of Memphis, which 
registered 13 messengers.

Under the theme “Affirming Christ’s 
Bold Commands,” the convention heard 
reports from its various agencies, high
lighted by the Tuesday night Home Mis
sion Board report and the Wednesday 
night Foreign Mission Board report.

Major speeches at the convention were 
made by Bailey Smith in his president ’s 
address and the convention sermon, 
preached by William Hull, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Shreveport, La.

The 1983 Southern Baptist Convention 
will meet June 14-16 in Pittsburgh, Pa.
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EDITORIAL

SBC party politics threatens our denomination
For several years Southern Baptists have recognized that there were 

two groups which were politically active in our convention — generally 
referred to as the “conservatives” and the “moderates” or “denomina
tional loyalists.”

Most of us believed that these two groups represented about 10 percent of 
our constituency — with the rest of us in the uncommitted middle.

However, it is now obvious from the activity at last week’s Southern 
Baptist Convention in New Orleans that the middle is shrinking percent
agewise. The growing pressures applied by these two groups are forcing 
the uncommitted middle to side with either of the political factions.

It is now evident that our convention has evolved into two political par
ties, which could be called the “Conservative Party” and the “Moderate 
Party.” It was distressing last week to see that on almost every issue 
faced, the votes - and the debaters - were predictable, right down the 
party line.

No longer is the battle of the SBC on theology. If you had any lingering 
doubts, you should note that the Conservative Party publication, the 
Southern Baptist Advocate, labeled Landrum Leavell, president of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; John Sullivan, pastor of Broad
moor Baptist Church, Shreveport, La.; and Perry Sanders, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Lafayette, La., as “liberals” or those who have “struck a 
deal” with the liberals. The only way these three can be considered 
“liberals” is that they dared to oppose the Conservative Party's nominee 
for SBC president.

Another indication that the SBC controversy is not based on theology is 
that there were no motions presented last week concerning the inspiration 
or the authority of the Bible.

The Conservative Party is more organized in its approach. A pre
convention caucus determined who would be their candidates - one for 
each of the top three offices. The obvious advantage would be to avoid 
splitting the votes of their supporters.

Although the Conservative Party candidate (James Draper) did win the 
presidency, their choices for the vice-presidents — Congressman Albert 
Lee Smith Jr. and Norris Sydnor Jr. — were defeated.

Thus far, the Moderate Party has not been successful in presenting only 
one candidate. Although Duke McCall received the strong backing of that 
group’s leaders, they were not powerful enough to persuade other can
didates not to be nominated. Sullivan and Sanders were both nominated, 
and each received nine percent of the votes on the first ballot, forcing a 
runoff between McCall and Draper.

Doubtless, the Moderate Party will now seek to hold its own pre
convention caucus in the future, believing that IF McCall had received 80 
percent of the Sullivan-Sanders ballots, he would have won on the first 
ballot.

The Moderate Party leaders did circulate letters among their friends 
before the convention, endorsing McCall and indicating their displeasure 
with some of the nominees to be made by the Committee on Boards.

The struggle within the Southern Baptist Convention is control - just as
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it is in U.S. government politics. The political plums in the SBC are the con
trol of the trustees of the SBC agencies and institutions.

This was confirmed by one of the Conservative Party leaders, Paige Pat
terson, at an impromptu press conference held on Tuesday night after 
Draper’s election. Patterson stated that his group was not interested in 
creating a “brouhaha” on the floor of the convention, but rather to work 
within the system by naming the trustees.

The key to that system is to control the presidency and its power to name 
the Committee on Committees which nominates the Committee on Boards 
which nominates the trustees.

Last week was a good illustration of how - and how well — this plan is 
working.

When elected in 1980, Bailey Smith stated he would appoint to commit
tees “a cross-section of Southern Baptists who have believed traditionally 
what Southern Baptists believe.” His appointments to the 1981 committees 
appeared to be an attempt to live up to that promise.

But this year was another story. His appointments to the 1982 Committee 
on Committees were dominated by those who have had a longstanding in
volvement with the Conservative Party. This committee, in turn, 
nominated a Committee on Boards - which also is dominated by Conser
vative Party faithfuls.

Should the Committee on Boards follow through by nominating a 
preponderance of Conservative Party supporters as trustees next year, 
the 1983 SBC is in for a bitter struggle when these nominations are 
presented.

What does all of this mean for the future of our denomination?
The next logical step would seem to be the organization of the Moderate 

Party along the same lines as the Conservative Party - perhaps having its 
own pre-convention caucus to select one candidate for each of the top three 
offices.

This would evolve into making SBC elections follow the pattern of our na
tional elections, with two major parties presenting their slates of officers.

And, in the convention sessions, voting on every issue would be along 
party lines — much like we are accustomed to in the Congress and our 
state legislatures.

One would also wonder how long it would be before these two political 
parties became active in state convention activities, elections, and voting 
- seeking to control state convention agencies and institutions.

At this point, it would appear from votes cast at last week’s convention 
that the two Baptist political parties are fairly even in strength. The Con
servative Party elected their president, but not their two nominees for 
vice-presidents. The Moderate Party was successful in all three of its at
tempts to replace nominees of the Committee on Boards. A Conservative 
Party attempt to refer the Committee on Boards’ report back to that com
mittee lost on a 51.9 to 48.1 percent vote.

Should this two-party system intensify, we see two possible results - 
both of which are tragic.

If the two parties remain relatively equal, our future conventions will be 
dominated by bitter debates with close ballot decisions. This certainly will 
intensify our internal political in-fighting, and consequently diminish our 
external interests in missions and evangelism.

On the other hand, if one party should gain sufficient strength to 
dominate the convention in session, that party could make it so intolerable 
for the minority that our beloved Southern Baptist Convention would face 
the likely possibility of a split.

What is the alternative to this perilous path of party politics?
We must learn to trust God - and to trust each other.
We must pray that God will shift our attention from “our kingdoms” to 

His Kingdom. If the Southern Baptist Convention can be salvaged through 
the efforts of either the Conservative Party or the Moderate Party, it is not 
worthy of surviving.

We must pray that God will convict us of the sin of selfishness. As you 
are aware, forgiveness comes after sincere repentance.

We must pray that God will give us a new set of leaders, which He will 
endow with His vision to challenge rank-and-file Southern Baptists to pick 
up the task of Bold Mission Thrust. Sometimes God has to remove some 
leaders from power in order for revival to occur.

Yes, we are pessimistic about the future usefulness of our denomination 
— unless some Divine drastics occur quickly. And, we are optimistic, 
believing that God is anxious to bring healing, reform, and opportunities to 
serve Him to individuals, to churches, and even to conventions which will 
place their lives completely in His hands.
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Personal 2 
perspective |
By TOM MADDEN 0 

TBC executive secretary v
Recently as I re-read Psalm 8, the 

words in verse 3. “the work of thy 
fingers” impressed themselves upon me. 
I began to think about the uniqueness of 
fingerprints, where we normally leave 
ours, and where God leaves His.
We can see the 

fingerprints of God 
in this marvelous 
world. David could 
see God’s finger
prints on the heav
ens, “When I con
sider Thy heavens, 
the work of Thy 
fingers.” The sun, 
the moon, the earth, 
the planets, the Madden 
stars, all in their orbits, and the 
universes, who else but God could 
create, sustain, and regulate them?

God has impressed His fingerprints on 
man. He has made us in His Likeness and 
His image. The major distinction be
tween man and all other creatures on 
earth is that only man is fashioned in the 
likeness of God. A human life is of in
finite value and his soul is of supreme 
worth.

We can see God’s fingerprints in the 
Bible. The whole Bible bears God’s im
pression upon it. “All Scripture is in
spired by God.” The power of His Holy 
Word to transform, to lift up the fallen, to 
change death to life, sorrow to joy, to 
comfort, strengthen, sustain, and make 
useful His people underlines that the 
Bible is the work of God, bearing upon its 
every word the fingerprints of God.

We can see God’s fingerprints upon His 
church. The church is made up of 
redeemed people, renewed in heart, 
changed in character, extending His 
Kingdom, expressing His love in 
myriads of ways, showing the impres
sion of God’s hands upon them.

Since we see God’s fingerprints in 
every area of life, reminding us of His 
love, goodness, and manifold grace, I 
want to join you in giving the praise, 
honor, and service due His Holy Name.

Craig Bird joins
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)- Craig Bird has 
been named feature editor of Baptist
Press, effective June 21, succeeding Nor
man Jameson who recently resigned to 
enter Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.
Bird was elected 

by the administra
tive subcommittee 
of the SBC Execu
tive Committee dur
ing a meeting in 
New Orleans last 
week.

A native of Cam
den, Ark., Bird is a 
graduate of the Bird 
University of Texas, and a candidate for 
a master’s degree from Hardin-Sim
mons University, Abilene, Tex., where 
he is director of news and information. 
Previously he served as director of com
munications at South Texas Children’s 
Home in Beeville, editor of the Beeville 
Bee-Picayune, and on the staffs of the 
Corpus Christi Caller Times and the 
Lawton, Okla., Constitution Press.

He has won more than 30 writing 
awards.

Campus groups 
look to future

NEW ORLEANS - The Association of 
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers took 
an introspective gaze into the future dur
ing its sixth annual meeting which at
tracted about 60 persons.

Bill Clohan, former undersecretary of 
the U.S. Department of Education, 
discussed the recent Supreme Court case 
Widmar vs. Vincent, involving the 
University of Missouri at Kansas City 
and the religious group Cornerstone, 
composed of students, The university 
sought to deny students access to cam
pus facilities, citing the First Amend
ment, which says government entities 
cannot establish religion as its support.

The students, backed by the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs, con
tended that the amendment’s guarantee 
of free exercise of religion protected 
their right to meet on campus, he said.

Clohan noted the justices’ 8-1 decision 
in favor of the students, based on the U.S. 
Constitution’s guarantee of freedom of 
speech, bodes well for campus ministries 
in the future.

In an informal dialogue with Clohan, 
the majority of campus ministers in
dicated that they meet at least part time 
on state university campuses.

Clohan said the “gray area” of the 
issue to be examined in the future will be 
to what extent they will be able to have 
offices on campus and receive services 
through their colleges and universities.

New officers elected at the meeting 
were Fred S. Witty Jr. of East Tennessee 
State University, Johnson City, presi
dent; and the following vice-presidents: 
Bobby Waddail of Baltimore, Md., ad
ministration; Yvonne Keefer of Law
rence, Kan., programs; Ircel Harrison of 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, 
publication; and Bill Stroup of Jackson
ville, Fla., membership.

CAMPUS MINISTER OFFICERS — New officers of the Association of Southern Baptist 
Campus Ministers include (from left) Fred S. Witty Jr., East Tennessee State 
University, president; Bobby Waddail, vice-president of administration; Ircel Har
rison, Carson-Newman College, vice-president of publications; Yvonne Keefer, 
vice-president of programs; and Bill Stroup, vice-president of membership.

St. Louis, San Antonio to host SBC
Messengers to the 1982 Southern Baptist Convention last week voted to accept 

invitations to hold its 1987 meeting in St. Louis, Mo., and its 1990 meeting in San 
Antonio, Tex. The selection motion noted that the San Antonio site could be 
shifted to 1989 or 1988, if arrangements can be finalized.

Previous conventions had already selected these meeting sites: 1983, Pitts
burgh, Pa.; 1984, Kansas City, Mo.; 1985, Dallas, Tex.; and 1986, Atlanta, Ga.

In other action related to future conventions, James L. Pleitz was named to 
preach the convention sermon at the 1983 SBC. He is pastor of Park Cities Bap
tist Church, Dallas. The alternate for next year’s convention sermon will be 
James C. Wideman, pastor of Screven Memorial Baptist Church, Portsmouth, 
N.H.

William J. Reynolds, professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., was named as music director for the 1983 SBC.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICERS — New Southern Baptist Religious Education 
Association officers are (from left, front row) Elaine Dickson, Sunday School Board, 
president; Gary Ellis, Germantown Baptist Church, Germantown, first vice- 
president; Lucian Coleman, second vice-president; (back row) Paul Thompson, 
third vice-president; Clyde Hall, Sunday School Board, secretary-treasurer; and 
Cecil Roenfeldt, assistant secretary-treasurer.

Religious Education group 
approves plans to expand

NEW ORLEANS - Plans to expand 
the Southern Baptist Religious Educa
tion Association into a professional 
national organization with increased ser
vices and visibility gained approval at 
the group’s annual two-day meeting 
here.

Most of the approved changes — in
cluding the creation of an executive com
mittee, a board of directors, and a new 
position of executive director, as well as 
a restructuring of officers and fees - 

were contained in a new constitution 
adopted by a near unanimous vote of 
SBREA.

A study committee, chaired by 
William E. Young, supervisor of the 
preschool section, church training 
department. Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, brought the recom
mendation based primarily on a survey 
of Southern Baptist religious educators. 
Elaine Dickson, manager of the Sunday 
School Board’s direct sales department, 
was elected president of SBREA for 
1982-83 and will work with the newly- 
created board of directors and other 
committees to implement the new con
stitution.

Young indicated that hiring of an ex
ecutive director of SBREA is contingent 
on securing funding for the position but 
hopes that a search committee for the 
slot will be appointed at the group’s 1983 
meeting in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Besides Miss Dickson, other officers 
elected include: Gary Ellis, minister of 
education, Germantown Baptist Church, 
Germantown, as first vice-president and 
president-elect; Lucian Coleman, pro
fessor of religious education. Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminar}’. Louis
ville, Ky., as second vice-president; Paul 
W. Thompson, Missouri Baptist Conven
tion, as third vice-president; Clyde Hall, 
church training department, Baptist 
Sunday School Board, as secretary- 
treasurer; Cecil Roenfeldt, Florida Bap
tist Convention, as assistant secretary- 
treasurer.

Harris begins ministry 
in Oakdale pastorate

Ronald L. Harris assumed duties 
April 11 as pastor of Pine Orchard Bap
tist Church, Oakdale, in response to a 
call from the congregation.

Harris came to the church from the 
pastorate of Memorial Baptist Church, 
Livingston. He was previously pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Allardt; Pleasant 
Hill Baptist Church, Sparta; and Isoline 
Baptist Church, Crossville.

Harris has served the Riverside Bap
tist Association as moderator, assistant 
clerk, and chairman of the evangelism 
committee. A native of Morristown, he 
has been enrolled in seminary extension 
courses.
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Pastors focus on missions, evangelism, Bible
By Charlie Warren

NEW ORLEANS - Following an in
spiring and enthusiastic kickoff during 
an evangelistic rally in the Superdome 
June 13 (see Baptist and Reflector, June 
16, page one), the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference moved on to hear 12 
sermons on “great texts” of the Bible. 
Speakers echoed the themes of 
fellowship and love, missions and 
evangelism, and an emphasis on the 
Word of God.

While there were a few brief 
references from several speakers to con
troversies over the tension between 
“conservatives” and “moderates” in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, the em
phasis of the conference focused on 
powerful preaching.

Tennessean Adrian Rogers, the center 
of much pre-convention discussion, 
preached on the beatitudes from Mat
thew 5. Alluding to “actions” in the con
vention, Rogers said, “Somehow the 
word has gotten out that either we have 
to be denominational slaves or rebels. 
We ought not to be either. We ought to be 
men of God.”

He said the beatitudes are guidelines 
on how to become “the King’s men.”

“You will never enter the kingdom or 
enjoy the kingdom unless you become 
poor in spirit.” said Rogers, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, and 
the past president of the SBC. “Some will 
never enter the kingdom because 
they refuse to declare spiritual 
bankruptcy.

“I’m convinced most people in 
America are egomaniacs strutting their 
way to hell thinking they are too good to 
be damned. The worst form of bad
ness is human goodness, when that 
human goodness becomes a substitute 
for the new birth. Until I admit I am 
nothing, God can’t make anything out of 
me.”

Rogers warned the pastors to be ready 
for spiritual warfare. “Start living ac
cording to the beatitudes and you are go
ing to have a head-on collision with hell. 
All the forces of Satan are going to be 
upon you.”

Challenging them to be evangelistic, 
Rogers also warned, “If you’re not out 
there winning souls, you’re not right with 
God.”

Another central figure in recent Bap
tist politics, James Draper, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Euless, Tex., who 
was elected SBC president later in the 
week, continued the theme of 
evangelism and missions. “Bold mis
sions is not Southern Baptists’ job,” he 
said, “it’s the Holy Spirit’s job.” He said 
only with the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit can Southern Baptists hope to 
carry out the Bold Mission goal of 
reaching the world by the year 2000.

Speaking on Pentecost Draper said he 
wished a “heavenly hurricane” would 
rip through the Superdome like the 
“heavenly tornado” roared down on the 
day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
came down in power.

The main function of Christians, 
Draper said, is to witness of the redemp
tive message of salvation, and the only 
hope for us to be good witnesses is for us 
to tap the power of God through the Holy 
Spirit.

Franklin Paschall, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Nashville, preached on the 
prophecy in Isaiah 53 of Christ as the 
sacrificial Lamb and the suffering Ser
vant.

The sacrifice God made through Christ 
is necessary to any theology of the 
gospel, according to Paschall. “One has 
the right to reject the report of the gospel 

- the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ - but he doesn’t have the 
right to modify the gospel,” he said. 
“The Bible is clear in saying that Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb of God, the suffering 
Servant, the Messiah, died for us, was 
buried, and rose again bodily on the third 
day.”

He said we utter poor theology when 
we sing “I lay my sins on Jesus, the 
spotless Lamb of God.”

“Impossible,” Paschall shouted. “I do 
not have the right to lay my sins on 
Jesus. No one has that right except 
God.”

He said the sacrifice of the Lamb was 
necessary because doing the best we 
can. living a good life, trying to do more 
good than bad, being a good citizen, be
ing baptized, or joining a church, cannot 
be seen as an equivalent of the penalty of 
sin.

Stephen Olford, president of En
counter Ministries in Wheaton, UI., 
spoke on the Great Commission in Mat
thew 28. He said Christ gave us a com
mand to go and promised us all authority 
in heaven and on earth.

In going, he said, we are to bring men 
and women to believe in Christ, to belong 
to Christ, and to become like Christ.

He drew applause when he spoke of the 
“absolute authority” of the Bible, refer
ring to it as inerrant, absolutely infalli
ble, and binding to the end of time.

Echoing the authority of the Bible. 
Barry Landrum, pastor of First Baptist 
Chruch, Bossier City, La., urged the 
pastors to stand firm on the Biblical ac
count of creation.

To doubt the account of creation in 
Genesis will lead a person to “throw out 
the entire New Testament teaching of 
redemption.’’ He said the theory of 
evolution is filled with error, weakness, 
and contradiction.

“I’m convinced God spoke it (the 
world) into existence,” he concluded.

William Tolar, professor at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex., speaking on 
the promise of the return of Christ, told 
the pastors that Biblical interpretation 
would never be the criterion for Chris
tian fellowship.

He told of hearing two seminary

Pastors elect
Fred Wolfe

NEW ORLEANS - Fred Wolfe, 
pastor of the 7,500-member Cottage 
Hill Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala., 
was elected president of the 
Southern Baptist Pastors’ Con
ference last week.

Wolfe succeeds Ed Young, pastor 
of Second Baptist Church, Houston, 
Tex., as leader of the ministerial 
group that meets annually just 
prior to the Southern Baptist Con
vention.

Adrian Rogers, pastor of Mem
phis’ Bellevue Baptist Church, 
nominated Wolfe, who was vice- 
president of the conference during 
the past year.

Wolfe defeated Alton McEachern, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Greensboro, N.C., for the top of
fice.

Ron Herrod, pastor of First Bap
tist Church, Kenner, La., was 
elected vice-president, and Steve 
Brumbelow, pastor of Cross Lanes 
Baptist Church, Cross Lanes, W. 
Va., was elected secretary
treasurer.

ROGERS ADDRESSES PASTORS — Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, and a past president of the Southern Baptist Convention, urged 
those attending the Pastors' Conference to live by the beatitudes.
students arguing about the second com
ing, one shouting, “you don’t believe the 
Bible!”

“What he meant was ‘if you don’t in
terpret the Bible like I do, then you don’t 
believe the Bible,’ ” Tolar said.

Another speaker. Bob Werner, pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Ferguson, St. 
Louis, Mo., continued the spirit of 
fellowship and love.

“Why is it that those of us who preach 
love seem to have so much trouble prac
ticing it?” Werner asked, adding that the 
lost world judges Christianity by Chris
tians and how they show love.

Preaching on 1 Corinthians 13, Werner 
said it is impossible for the lost mind to 
comprehend love because God is love.

“It goes against everything that salva
tion represents for us to say we know 
Christ and then have bitterness, hatred, 
and resentment in our hearts toward 
other Christians.”

0. S. Hawkins, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said he 
wants the world to see us as brothers, but 

PASTORS OFFICERS — Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference officers for 1982-83 in
clude (from left) Steve Brumbelow, Cross Lanes Baptist Church, Cross Lanes, W. 
va; secretary-treasurer; Ron Herrod, First Baptist Church, Kenner, La., vice- 
president; and Fred Wolfe, Cottage Hill Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala., president.

they cannot tell we are brothers by the 
way we treat each other.

“We are so busy fighting one another 
we have forgotten who the real enemy 
is,” he said. “We wrestle not against 
flesh and blood.”

Speaking on the command of Jesus to 
love the Lord with all our hearts and our 
neighbor as ourselves. Hawkins said, 
“The greatest commandment is not to be 
orthodox. The greatest commandment is 
not to hold to the infallible Word of God. 
The greatest commandment is not to 
have fellowship with those who agree on 
eschatology. The greatest command
ment is to love God.”

Rounding out the conference were 
Charles Carter, pastor of Shades Moun
tain Baptist Church, Birmingham, Ala., 
who spoke on John 3:16; Zig Ziglar, a 
motivationalist from Dallas, Tex., who 
spoke on Ephesians 4; Tai Bonham, ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer of Ohio Bap
tists, who spoke on Matthew 16; and Ron 
Dunn, president of Lifestyle Ministry. 
Irving, Tex., who spoke on Matthew 6.
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At 94th meeting. . .

WMU discusses issues in witnessing, ministry
By Steve Higdon

NEW ORLEANS - Issues facing 
women in Christian witnessing, theo
logical education, and ministry were the 
focus of the 94th annual Woman’s Mis
sionary Union meeting, held June 13-14 
prior to the Southern Baptist Convention.

The two-day meeting, attended by over 
3,000 women, also emphasized the mis
sions work and age-group organizations 
of the SBC auxiliary.

Addressing the meeting’s theme, 
“Witnessing Women,” WMU President 
Dorothy Sample challenged the women 
to heed the Gret Commission.

“Our inculturation in this society has 
created within us a very subtle feeling 
that perhaps women do not have as great 
of a responsibility in the Great Commis
sion as men do,” Mrs. Sample said. “The 
Great Commission is for women too.”

“God gave woman a partnership to be, 
with men, tenders of this created earth,” 
she continued. “We know that sin shat
tered much of the harmony and whole
ness of that original partnership, but it 
was God who brought us back to that 
wholeness and that partnership through 
Jesus Christ.”

Mrs. Sample explained that Christ 
“swept aside, in His person, the negative 
attitudes against women that were a part 
of culture. Many of those persist today, 
not because they are a part of Christ’s 
teachings, but because they are rem
nants of the sinful curse.”

Mrs. Sample, a psychologist from 
Flint, Mich., was elected to a second 
term as president prior to her address. 
Betty Gilreath of Charlotte, N.C., was re
elected as WMU recording secretary.

Ophelia Humphrey of Amarillo, Tex., 
author of a book entitled Witnessing 
Women, also spoke on that subject dur
ing each of the meeting’s four sessions.

Mrs. Humphrey stressed the impor
tance of being open to available witness
ing opportunities and of using the home 
as a center for opportunity.

“Techniques vary from individual to 
individual, from opportunity to oppor
tunity,” she told the women. “It is im
portant that we learn basic concepts that 
we can use in any situation.”

During the sessions, women from 
various backgrounds told of the oppor
tunities they have to be witnesses.

Julia T. Cadenhead, a chaplain sta
tioned at the Naval Training Center in 
Great Lakes, Ill., said that although some 
would establish barriers based on their 
traditional concept of a minister, she has 
found that “true need and desire for help 
cross the boundries of race, gender, and 
culture.

“When a service member is worried 
about losing family, it is not a matter of 
whether the chaplain is white or male,” 
she declared. “It is, can the chaplain 
help me?”

Tura Miller, an extended service 
Foreign Mission Board volunteer, also 
spoke of crossing barriers in her work 
with refugees.

“It is a must for us to look beyond the 
ordinary,” she insisted. “We must break 
out of the rut and move beyond our usual 
church program and go to the peo
ple of all ethnic groups. They need the 
Master just as you and I do.”

Sue Tatum, corporate secretary for a 
Yazoo City, Miss., chemical company, 
told of the challenges of witnessing in the 
business world.

“Business is people, industry is 
people,” she explained. “We’re people 
who spend more time together than most 
families.

“I feel no less responsible to be God’s

WMU LEADERS — Re-elected as officers of the Woman's Missionary Union were 
President Dorothy Sample (right) and Recording Secretary Betty Gilreath (left). 
With them is WMU Executive Secretary Carolyn Weatherford.

representative in my world than do those 
who are called to ‘full-time, vocational’ 
Christian service.”

In the Monday afternoon session, the 
women celebrated the 75th anniversary 
of the WMU Training School, the first in
stitution dedicated to religious education 
for Southern Baptist women. Begun in 
1907 in Louisville, Ky., it was later 
renamed the Carver School of Missions 
and Social Work before merging with 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in 1962.

As part of the celebration, graduates of 
the school told those at the meeting what 
their education had meant in their lives.

“From Carver School of Missions I 
learned that a witnessing woman is some
one who can stand up and be counted 
for Christ,” said Verlene Farmer, Bap
tist Student Union director at Langston 
(Okla.) University, and the first 
American black to graduate from the 
WMU school. She told the women that
the WMU had made is possible for “mis
sionaries like me to stand up and tell

man, an Acteens queen regent-in
service from First Baptist Church of 
Waverly, was presented at the WMU 
meeting as a member of the 1982 Na
tional Acteens Advisory Panel.

anybody - black, white, red, yellow - 
that needs to be saved that Jesus is the 
way.”

Sara Ann Hobbs, director of the 
Division of Missions for the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina, attri
buted the school in preparing her as a 
minister.

“After 25 years on a state convention 
staff. I’m still being prepared,” she said. 
"I hope it never stops.”

Helen Falls, senior professor of mis
sions at New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary, pointed to the

WMU conferences address 
15 'missions concerns'

NEW ORLEANS - The Woman’s Mis
sionary Union’s ability to meet the needs 
of women, the need to open doors for 
women in ministry, the home as a mis
sions base, and commitment to missions 
were among 15 “missions concern” ad
dressed during the WMU Convention .

The concerns, presented at the conven
tion’s final session June 14, were framed 
by women in small group conferences 
earlier that day.

One resolution, in praising the WMU 
program for meeting the personal needs 
of women, stated that the organization 
had developed female role models to 
help “others grow spiritually into 
mature Baptist Christian women,” had 
“helped women discover their gifts and 
abilities,” and challenged them “to 
strive for their potential in all areas of 
life with total commitment to God.”

Because WMU had met these needs, 
the resolution asked that women be able 
to contribute more to the accomplish
ment of Bold Mission Thrust, the 
Southern Baptist plan to reach the world 
by the year 2000. “We should not be on a 
women’s bandwagon,” the authors 
urged, “but we should be allowed to use 
the gifts God has given us to work 
alongside men. However, women should 
not give up their distinctive role as 
women as they branch into various areas 
of service.

Another concern statement asked that 
doors be open for women to serve in 
ministry, and expressed appreciation to 
the WMU for “giving visibility to women 
in ministry.”

“Women in. ministry will be recog
nized in the Southern Baptist Conven

change in theological education tor 
women since she was a student, in
cluding new curriculum requirements, 
the lack of traditions, and the difficulty 
in placement.

Because of fewer ministry positions 
being opened to women, Miss Falls said 
“young women completing their educa
tion are becoming frustrated and many 
are returning to secular positions.”

Recently retired Southern seminary 
President Duke K. McCall was honored 
by the WMU for “his cooperation in 
merging the WMU school with the 
seminary,” for “his consistent, 
courageous support of women that have 
sought to fulfill the call of God in 
ministry,” and his “special concern for 
the development of women in all 
cultures.”

Presenting the WMU annual report, 
Executive Director Carolyn Weather
ford reported the initiation of over 1,300 
new WMU programs, largely attributed 
to STARTEAM groups chosen to reach 
churches that do not have missions 
education programs.

Miss Weatherford also reported a total 
of $50.8-million for the 1981 Lottie Moon 
Foreign Missions Offering, the largest 
offering in Southern Baptist history.

In other business, the WMU heard 
greetings from Foreign Mission Board 
President R. Keith Parks and Home Mis
sion Board President William G. Tanner, 
recognized the 1982 Acteens National Ad
visory Panel, and adopted 15 “missions 
concern” statements as resolutions.

Other events at the meeting included a 
dinner for women in ministry, a Baptist 
Young Women luncheon, and seminary- 
hosted receptions.

tion,” the resolution stated, “when (1) 
some men in our convention are willing 
to have women as mentors; (2) women 
begin to work and talk in local churches 
to promote this role of women; and (3) 
women decide to minister within the SBC 
despite the cost.” While the women sup
ported the desire for an increased role in 
the convention, they also were concerned 
for their role in the family. "Baptist 
women feel agonizing concern,” they 
said about the startling facts on the rate 
of dissolving marriages, trends toward 
more non-marital arrangements, the 
escalating number of babies born out of 
wedlock, the promotion of homosex
uality as an alternative lifestyle, and the 
general breakdown of family life. Today 
some of the most conniving schemes of 
Satan, who would destroy our nation, are 
focused on the home.”

Five concern statements addressed 
the need for women to commit them
selves to missions as volunteers and 
career missionaries, and to provide sup
port to missionaries with prayer, 
finances, and friendship. The resolutions 
also challenged the WMU members to 
accept the task of keeping the SBC in
formed of needs on foreign and home 
mission fields.

Other “missions concerns” adopted by 
the WMU addressed the strengthening of 
the Cooperative Program, the need for 
starting new churches, leading women 
and girls to Christian commitments, 
helping women witness, WMU enlarge
ment and enlistment, the effectiveness of 
WMU to the church, and the reaffirma
tion of commitment to future weeks of 
prayer and special offerings.
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COUNTRY GOSPEL — Johnny Cash pro
vided his own brand of Christian music 
for the opening session of the Pastors' 
Conference.

Tennesseans visit New Orleans 
for 125th annual SBC meeting

ACTS TV — Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Boston of Dyersburg 
(right) hear about the American Christian Television System 
network for low-power television stations and cable 
systems from Bonita Sparrow of the SBC Radio and Televi
sion Commission.

WITNESSING — These Tennesseans participated in the 
June 13 visitation project in inner-city New Orleans. From 
left are Mark Buckner, Annette Buckner, John Adams of 
McKenzie, Luke Buckner, and Charlie Warren of Brent
wood. The Buckners are from Chattanooga.

KNOXVILLIANS — Charlotte and Carter 
Davis, missionaries to Grenada, told of 
their work during the Foreign Mission 
Board's report to the SBC on Wednes
day night.

BENEDICTION — Calvin Metcalf, pastor 
of Fountain City's Central Baptist 
Church in Knoxville, closed the Tues
day morning session with prayer.

VISITING — At the Union University booth in the SBC Exhibition Hall, George 
Capps of Nashville (right) chats with Mr. and Mrs. Paul Clark of Jackson.

Musicians take 
redemptive role

NEW ORLEANS - Southern Baptist 
music ministers were encouraged at a 
two-day meeting here to make church 
music the “redemptive connection” be
tween the secular and sacred.

The Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference brought together 450 music 
ministers, denominational music 
workers, and music educators.

Calling church music a “redemptive 
connection” between a secular world 
and the Christian gospel, Wesley Forbis, 
secretary of the church music depart
ment of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, said music should 
speak to the despair left in the world by 
secular humanism.

While music itself is amoral, Forbis 
declared, it can be used for both good 
and bad. “It is in the church that music 
and all its elements attain their real 
significance.”

CHURCH MUSIC OFFICERS — Southern Baptist Church Music Conference officers 
are (from left) Jack Coldiron, vice-president of the music education division; Mary 
June Tabor, secretary-treasurer; Al Washburn (front seated), outgoing president; 
Fes Robertson of the Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, president-elect; and 
Charles Story, vice-president.

Tennesseans join 
SBC participants

Tennesseans were actively involved in 
last week’s meeting of the Southern Bap
tist Convention in New Orleans.

Named by SBC President Bailey E. 
Smith to serve on the Credentials Com
mittee was James Pardue, pastor of 
Temple Baptist Church, Memphis, and 
Mrs. Marjorie McCullough of Memphis 
on the Tellers Committee. Mrs. Mc
Cullough is president of Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

The two Tennesseans named by Smith 
to the Committee on Committees were 
David Butler, pastor of Sevier Heights 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, and Gary 
Gober, a member of Park Avenue Bap
tist Church, Nashville.

Douglas Watterson, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, served as a 
member of the Order of Business Com
mittee.

Calvin Metcalf, pastor of Fountain 
City’s Central Baptist Church, Knox
ville, led the benediction at the close of 
Tuesday’s morning session.

Marvin Gibson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Cleveland, read Scripture 
passages at the beginning of the Wednes
day night session. Gibson will leave Ten
nessee at the end of June for a Tampa, 
Fla., pastorate.

A layman from Nashville, Jim Guen
ther, led in prayer at the opening of the 
Thursday afternoon session. He is a 
member of Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church.

Executives of SBC agencies located in 
Tennessee presented reports from these 
agencies during the convention.

These were Harold Bennett, SBC Ex
ecutive Committee; Grady Cothen, Sun
day School Board; James H. Smith. 
Brotherhood Commission; A. R. Fagan. 
Stewardship Commission; Hollis John
son III, Southern Baptist Foundation; 
Lynn May Jr., Historical Commission; 
Foy Valentine, Christian Life Commis
sion; and Arthur Walker Jr., Education 
Commission.
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Children’s 
Homes “!so°

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER
EVANS B. BOWEN

Our Child Care 
Ministry is commit
ted to the preserva
tion of the family. It 
is our deep convic
tion that every child 
should live in a fam
ily. The child should 
live with his own 
family, but if that is 
not possible he 
should live in a fos- EVANS B. BOWEN 
ter home, adoptive home or in a group 
home.

On every campus we have a dedicated 
staff who works constantly to help re
establish homes that children in our care 
might return home. It is a cause for re
joicing when we are able to discharge a 
boy to return to his family. We have 
seen some make numerous attempts be
fore the home is sufficiently stable to 
hold together.

Some children are never able to 
return home. This is regrettable but 
true. A few find a new home by adop
tion. Others find a new foster home. 
Some remain with TBCH, living in a 
group home until they are graduated 
from high school. Your Child Core 
Ministry endeavors to meet the needs of 
each child.

We ore grateful for the splendid 
response to our Mother's Day Offering. 
It is much too early to know what the 
total response will be. Our books will re
main open until July 31. At this date, we 
are running ahead of last year. Our goal 
of $600,000.00 is needed to meet our 
operational budget. If your Church has 
not received an offering to date, it is not 
too late. Many Churches receive their of
fering in June or July. We encourage you 
to use the time that is best for your 
Church.

Please remember to pray for our 
children and staff.

ON THE LIGHT SIDE

MEMORIAL 
AND

HONOR GIFTS
Remembering a friend 

or a loved one with a 
memorial or honor gift 
can be a channel of bless
ing for a needy child. You 
can give a memorial gift 
to Tennessee Baptist Chil
dren's Homes, Inc. to 
commemorate the life of 
a friend or loved one who 
has passed on. But why 

wait until other loved ones and friends 
are dead. Wouldn't it be wonderful to do 
something to honor them while they yet 
live. Your gift, as it memorializes or 
honors a friend or loved one, will also 
make a lasting contribution in their 
names to the core of needy and depen
dent children.

The response to memorial and honor 
giving has been gratifying. Many of you 
have sought to aid in the care of depen
dent children by giving a generous dona
tion in memory or honor of a loved one 
or friend.

You, too, can make your memorial or 
honor contribution by simply filling out 
the memorial and honor form on this 
page, clipping the form from the page, 
and sending it along with your contribu
tion to Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, Inc., P.O. Box 347. Brentwood, 
Tennessee, 37027.
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MEMORIAL AND HONOR FORM—Please 
fill in and mail with your contribution

Date________________________________

Name of Deceased__________ ____________

Name of Honored_________________________

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name_______________________________

Street_________ ___________ _____________

City and State_____________________________

Donor is:

Name___________________________________

Street___________________________________

City and State_____________________________

Mail to
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc. 
P. O. Box 347
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

.. .Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid 
them not: for of such is the 
kingdom of God. (Mark 10:14)

MAGIC?
One dreamy-eyed little girl on one of 

our campuses made the statement some 
time ago, “It's magic here!" When asked 
why she thought the campus was magic, 
she answered, “I came here thinking I 
would not like it, and would have to do 
everything, and be ordered around, and 
no one would like me. But it is so dif
ferent from that. I was wrong. Everyone 
is happy and nice. You have someone to 
LOVE and CARE for you. That is why I 
think its magic here, because things 
turned out to be magic for me.” In the 
imaginative mind of a child such a con
trast, no doubt with her prior experience 
before coming to the campus, would 
seem as if a magic wand had been 
waved. It seemed like magic to her.

You and I know it really wasn't magic, 
but it was Tennessee Baptists involved in 
the great missions endeavor of child 
care for homeless and neglected chil
dren.

It all began in 1891, when on Novem
ber 16, the first Children's Home which is 
now the Franklin Home, was opened to 
receive children. Called the Tennessee 
Baptist Orphan's Home, it was located in 
the old Hotel Delaware building in West 
Nashville. On June 10, 1912 the home 
moved to its present location on Franklin 
Road. This work had been in the heart 
and mind of Mrs. Roger Eastman of the 
First Baptist Church of Nashville for a 
long time.

From these humble beginnings our 
Child Care Ministry has grown to 
become a multiple service institution 
expanding across the state with four 
campuses — Memphis, Franklin, Chat
tanooga (2) and a Central Office at 
Brentwood. Now a satellite Home will 
soon be opened in Johnson City. The 
Homes are owned and operated by a 
Board of Trustees comprised of twenty
seven dedicated Baptist men and 
women.

This year 531 children received ser
vices directly on our four campuses or 
through other related ministries. Of this 
group 27 received Christ as Saviour and 
Lord.

Magic? No, not magic, although it ap
peared to be to the mind of a little girl. 
You and I know better, it was not magic, 
but dedication, hard work, a missionary 
vision on the part of Tennessee Baptists, 
prayer, sacrifice, the monetary and mer
chandise gifts of many, and above all a 
mighty developing act of almighty God, 
that has brought that ministry thus far, 
and will continue It until Jesus comes. 
No, not magic, GOD’S WILL for Child 
Care is being realized.

ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
However harsh the 

circumstances a 
child does not want 
to leave home. The 
child keeps hoping v
things will change *
and he or she can * ' zK
go home again, 
These “orphans of^^H 
the living” os some- sgH
one has described *
them are a multiply- W. MATT TOMLIN 
ing tragedy for our times. Feeling un
wanted and unloved, given up by those 
who had cared for them, and in their 
child's mind fearing that the fault was 
their own — it is a heavy burden such 
children carry, and some wonder why 
they were born. They are anxious and 
troubled, they come to us filled with 
fears, resentments, hostilities, dreading 
the unknown, homesick, longing for a 
re-united family. There on the campus 
because of a broken marriage, a 
runaway mother, family illness or death, 
parent or parents wishing to be rid of 
the chilren, unwanted, rejected, needy, 
homeless, these are the children you 
care for.

They have been the victims of too little 
and too much: of too much tension, 
discord, and perhaps abuse. They have 
seen too much and heard too much and 
cannot comprehend it all. They have had 
enough of what is shabby and broken. 
They desperately need the best care we 
can give them. They need their bodies 
cared for, their minds and morals 
strengthened, and their spiritual lives 
brought into relationship with Christ the 
Lord.

We give them love and care. We can 
help rebuild his sense of security and 
personal worth. One of the brochures of 
several years ago concerning our 
Children's Homes expresses it this way: 
“In Jesus' name: To foster Christian at
titudes and values. To restore lost trust 
in others, self, and God. To give hope, 
meaning and direction to life. To build 
meaningful relationships with adults. To 
help find answers to perplexing ques
tions. To imbue each day with enriching 
experiences. To know well the inner 
condition of each child. To perceive their 
special needs and to meet them. To pro
vide the security of well-ordered living. 
To work for the uniting of the family. To 
return the child whole and strong. Thus 
to bear the burdens of widows and the 
fatherless and to mend broken lives — 
this is the ‘cup of cold water' we would 
offer in His name.”

That is our aim, to give the best child 
care possible in the name of Jesus 
Christ.

WITH SOME

OF OUR CHILDREN
Very few of our boys and girls have 

had the opportunity to attend a formal 
wedding, or any wedding for that mat
ter. One of the Houseparent's daughter 
planned her wedding in the Chapel on 
Campus and invited the children from 
her parent's cottage. The wedding was 
beautiful and the children sat wide-eyed 
and took it all in. The day after the wed
ding the children were discussing what 
they liked best about the ceremony and 
one little boy, age nine, said, “I liked the 
part where the Preacher asked Dan if he 
took Marilyn to be his "AWFULLY wed
ded wife."

Our children are given the opportunity to work and earn. 
Shown below are three of our children busily involved in work activities.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for June 27

David's census
By Dennis R. Plank, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Madison
Basic Passage: 2 Samuel 24:1-25 
Focal Passages: 2 Samuel 24:1, 10, 15-18, 22, 24-25

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for June 27

Judas: friend who betrayed
By W. Clyde Tilley, professor of religion 

Union University. Jackson ,

A parallel account of 2 Samuel 24 is 
found in 1 Chronicles 21. Even though 
Satan was allowed to work in the life of 
David, the purposes of the Lord were to 
be fulfilled. In all things, God was seen 
as working to the good for the king who 
loved the Lord and endeavored to ac
complish His will.
Probably the sin of 

pride caused the 
king to number the 
people (2 Samuel 
24:2) since he had 
won a number of 
victories (1 Chroni
cles 19-20). David 
found it difficult to 
cope with success 
after his repeated Plonk 
adversities. It is conceivable the census 
was undertaken to raise money as in Ex
odus 30:11-16. On other occasions a cen
sus had been used to assign the tribes for 
military service.

In any case, the king completed the 
project in a deliberate manner over a 
period of nearly ten months. Joab tried 
to discourage the king from beginning 
the task, but David was determined to 
complete the counting of people. His sin 
with Bathsheba was a sin of flesh and he 
and his family suffered the conse
quences. This sin of a proud spirit caused 
great sorrow to all Israel.

The prophet Gad spoke to the king 
about the sin. David confessed that his 
wrongdoing was great. From an earthly 
viewpoint, his evil appeared to be less 
than his earlier sins of adultery and 
murder. But God is most severe in His 
judgments against such inward sins of 
rebellion and pride. Jesus later forgave 
the tax collectors and immoral people 
but demonstrated little sympathy with 
the unrepenting pharisees and scribes. 
Persons must avoid sins of the “flesh and 
spirit” (2 Corinthians 7:1).

God permitted David to choose his 
punishment (2 Samuel 24:12). The choice 
was seven years of famine, three months 
of defeat by an enemy, or three days of 
pestilence. David permitted God to 
choose and the Lord sent a pestilence

WORLD’S FAIR 
ACCOMMODATIONS

Room for 50 persons, lodge type 
facilities. 50 miles from World's 
Fair. Call First Baptist Church, 
Morristown, TN Phone 615-586-0522

BUS FOR SALE
41-pass. '68 Ford Bluebird Bus. New 
engine, brakes, interior good cond., 
auto, trans., 72,000 mi. For inform./ 
inspection call (404) 874-5721,
Druid Hills Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.

World's Fair Camping
GRAND OAKS PARK, Knoxville 
The No. 1 camping park, 400 choice 
wooded sites, full hookups, 
showers, club house, recreation 
room, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, bus service, World's Fair 
tickets, laundromat, grocery store, 
security guard, all paved streets.

GRAND OAKS PARK
7819 Clinton Hwy, US 25W 

P. O. Box 7049 
Knoxville, TN 37921

Call 615-690-1321
or toll free (800)828-9286. 

which destroyed 70,000 Israelites. When 
David saw the judging angel, he en
treated that mercy be shown the people 
(2 Samuel 24:17).

The prophet Gad urged the king to go 
to Mount Moriah in Jerusalem, where a 
man named Araunah lived. There the 
king was to build an altar to the Lord. 
When David and his servants ap
proached Araunah, a descendant of the 
people who lived in the city prior to its 
capture by the Israelites, he asked what 
David was seeking. David told him he 
wanted to buy the land upon which he 
would build an altar. Araunah offered 
the land to the king without charge, but 
David said, “Nay, but I will surely buy it 
of thee at a price: neither will I offe~ 
burnt offerings unto the Lord my God o. 
that which doth cost me nothing” (2 
Samuel 24:24).

After the transaction was completed, 
David offered on the site burnt offerings, 
denoting consecration, and peace offer
ings, suggesting fellowship with God. 
Mount Moriah, the location of the altar 
where the offerings were made, was 
later to be the place where Solomon was 
to build the Temple (2 Chronicles 3:1). 
After David offered the sacrifices, God 
lovingly lifted the judgment and peace 
returned to Israel (2 Samuel 24:25).

Summary:
A man never outgrows temptation. 

David was a man of God, but even in his 
old age he yielded to the attacks of Satan. 
One must “watch and pray" in order to 
overcome evil.

God graciously gives us time to repent. 
God is a compassionate God, not willing 
that any perish. This is the day of salva
tion. and tomorrow may be too late to 
turn from sin.

Sins of the spirit are greatly displeas
ing to the Lord. Some feel that only a few 
outward deeds are serious in God’s sight. 
God is eager that our hearts be kept 
pure.

Personal sins have a way of involving 
others. Homes, churches, communities.
and nations often suffer because in
dividuals rebel against God’s will.

True repentance is not cheap. David 
paid for the land Araunah owned. Christ 
paid for our sins on Calvary. Let us be 
willing to follow Christ faithfully so as to 
demonstrate our gratitude for the salva
tion paid for us by Christ on Calvary.

When a person genuinely repents, 
forgiveness and blessing will follow. God 
is gracious in His dealings with every 
sinner. May we faithfully proclaim God’s 
love to all persons.

World s Fair Apt. Rental
New apt. 5 miles from Knoxville 

on Old Maryville Pk., desirable 
location, completely furnished with 
laundry, $50 per couple per night 
plus $8 for each additional. Sleeps 
4-6. C D. Wear 615-983-2138

Pews, pulpits, baptistries
Tennessee steeples, chairs, 

tables, lighting, 
(church stained glass, 

^1 • % • J&J Carpet

Bill Vanwinkle
Box 503, Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Phone (615) 890-7498 (collect)
Add a-pad Specialists

Basic Passages: Matthew 27:3-5; Mark 14 
Focal Passages: John 12:3-6; Mark 14:10-

Few, if any, Biblical characters are 
shrouded in as much mystery as is 
Judas. Unresolved questions and embat
tled controversies concerning him re
main unanswered 
and unresolved; 
after these many 
centuries. . i ^^B
All four of the | 

gospels portray 
Judas. From what
each tells us, it is ex- W^bB 
tremely difficult to 
form a very clear 
composite portrait. Ob m j
Therefore, it seems Tilley 
wise not to be dogmatic about some of his 
features and his misdeed.

Judas’ unholy resolution 
(John 12:3-6; Mark 14:10-11, 17-20)

The first hint of Judas’ disillusionment 
with Jesus is found at Mary’s house in 
Bethany in connection with her anoint
ment of Jesus. The ointment she used 
was very costly and Jesus made no at
tempt to restrain her actions. Only 
John’s Gospel centers the objection to 
this ceremonious event upon Judas. Mat
thew (26:8) says “when the disciples saw 
it they were indignant,” while Mark 
(14:4) simply refers the indignation to 
“some.” Thus Judas’ opposition may 
have been only a part of a wider disap
proval on the part of those present.

John’s Gospel proceeds to bestow 
several indignities upon Judas in this set
ting: (1) It was he who made the 
criticism. (2) He served as treasurer for 
the group. (3) His express concern for 
the poor was a cover-up. (4) His real 
desire was to have the money in the 
treasury so he could steal it.

Regardless of who or how many may 
have been included among the objectors, 
only Judas felt strongly enough about it 
to initiate negotiations with the priestly 
leaders which would lead to his betrayal 
of Jesus (Mark 14:10-11). Jesus’ refer
ence to His “burial” as a justification of 
Mary’s actions (John 12:7) may have 
combined with Judas’ greed to motivate 
his sudden move.

The passover meal of Jesus and His 
disciples the following evening provided 
the occasion for Judas’ decisive and final 
foray (Mark 14:17ff). After the state
ment of Jesus to all present that his 
traitor was among them, sufficient ap
prehension was created among the 
disciples to warrant their separate in
quiries, “Is it I?” (v. 19).

It is the Gospel of John that clarifies 
for us that Jesus made specific iden
tification of the traitor only to a certain 
beloved disciple, presumably John, the 
apostolic authority behind this gospel 
(John 13:23-29). This confidential iden
tification was made as Jesus handed a 
morsel of food to Judas without Judas be
ing aware of its significance.

Judas’ undiminished responsibility
Upon Judas’ being given the 

designated morsel of food and im
mediately prior to his departure, Satan 
entered into him according to John’s 
Gospel (13:27). John, unlike Matthew 
and Mark, does not mention his contact 
with the priests the night before. The im
pression is given that the entering of 
Satan is a prelude to the entire drama of 
betrayal.

How is this entering of Satan to be 
understood? However we understand it, 
it must not be in a way that rules out the 
need to find motivation from the human

1:10-11, 17-21, 43-46; John 12:3-6; 13:21-30 
11, 17-21, 43-46
side for this tragic deed. Temptation, 
then as now, comes as the tempter preys 
upon certain vulnerable traits in the life 
of the sinner. Was the betrayal prompted 
by Judas’ greed? Was it his disillusion
ment with Jesus’ refusal to express His 
Messiahship by setting up an earthly 
kingdom? Was it his desire to force 
Jesus’ hand to resist and lead a rebellion 
at the moment of His arrest? None of 
these are incompatible with the presence 
of Satan as a motivating force, and all of 
these views have had advocates through 
the ages.

Neither is the entering of Satan into 
Judas’ life at that moment to be con
strued in a way that would absolve Judas 
from any personal responsibility for 
what he did.

What is predetermined about this 
event is that Jesus must die. “The Son of 
Man indeed goeth, as it is written of 
Him.” Yet the self-chosen course of 
Judas in the betrayal is not a part of the 
predetermined scheme and does not in
terfere with Judas’ exercise of freedom. 
Thus, “woe to that man by whom the Son 
of Man is betrayed.” This is an example 
of that age-old paradox of freedom and 
determinism. God has often worked 
around the worst of human motives to 
accomplish His purposes.

Precisely what was it that Judas 
betrayed? For what service did he 
receive thirty pieces of silver? Was it in
formation concerning Jesus’ where
abouts in the dark hours of the night? 
Was it times and places and quotations 
where Jesus had made or acknowledged 
Messianic claims? This is a part of the 
mystery. Presumably the ultimate act of 
betrayal is seen in the garden where 
Judas identifies Jesus for the mob with a 
kiss (Mark 14:11b).

The word describing Judas’ kiss 
denotes a prolonged affectionate kiss. 
What are we to make of this? Does it 
mean that the pangs of remorse had 
already set in upon the traitor? Does it, 
on the other hand, merely add to the 
mockery of the act as Judas used an af
fectionate kiss as was commonly done of 
a disciple for his master? Does it add 
credence to the suggestion that Judas 
hoped Jesus would use the occasion of 
His arrest for a revolt? Any of these are 
possible, but again the kiss, understood 
in the most favorable light, does not 
diminish Judas’ responsibility.

Judas’ unacceptable remorse 
(Matthew 27:3-5)

The next morning, Judas repented and 
brought back the money to the chief 
priests and elders. In their smug sense of 
conquest, they callously flaunted their 
trophy in the face of one with whom they 
had so eagerly cooperated the day 
before. Brokenhearted, Judas left his 
money with them and died at his own 
hands.

Why was Judas’ repentance so unac
ceptable? <wd suggestions provide some 
light. First, the less favorable of two 
Greek words for “repent” is used to 
describe his action. Even though this 
word, metamellomai, is sometimes used 
to describe genuine repentance and 
change (see Matthew 21:29, 32), it is also 
capable of expressing the idea of simple 
remorse or hapless regret. Likely it is 
used this way in reference to Judas. 
Secondly, his repenbtance and acknowl
edgment of sin are addressed not to God 
but to man and it is from men th^t he 
received rejection.
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life and work series
Lesson for June 27 SBC directors of missions

Worship and renewal
By Larry M. Taylor, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Jefferson City
Basic Passages: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; 31:9-13
FocaFPassages: Deuteronomy 31:12-13a; 26:1-4, 9-1 la

Deuteronomy has its setting in a 
unique moment in Hebrew history.

It shows God’s people at a pause, just 
before embarking on a new life. The 
slavery in Egypt, the wilderness ex
perience, and the law at Sinai are behind 
them. The uncertainties and challenges 
of the land of promise are just in front of 
them.
At this special mo 

ment the peoph 
pause to hear God’.* 
Word. It is a wort 
about the relevance 
of the past to the 
future. There an 
things worth re 
membering.
Deuteronomy is a 

book of covenant
theology. The covenant between God and 
these people was very similar to certain 
ancient Near Eastern political treaties, 
known as Hittite suzerainty treaties. 
Deutronomy parallels these treaties both 
in form and content.

Apparently from time to time this 
covenant was read publicly for the pur
pose of renewing and reaffirming what 
had happened at Sinai (31:12-13). This 
covenant renewal ceremony included a 
repetition of the Ten Commandments. 
The ceremony was repeated every seven 
years during the year of release 
(15:1-11). This renewal ceremony was 
educational in purpose. As the in
dividuals who made up the nation 
changed, they needed to learn the law 
and have it held up as God’s expectation 
for the future.

If the past does not inform the future, 
then each generation must start all over. 
If the past binds the future too strictly, 
there is no freedom for a new life. What 
one does with the series of moments we 
call “now” shapes that relation between 
past and future.

The covenant renewal ceremony was 
scheduled each year as the third of the 
annual Jewish pilgrimages. It coincided 
with the fall Feast of Tabernacles. The 
ceremony was to be held under the 
guidance of the priests at the central 
sanctuary. Such a ceremony probably 
did take place each year at Shechem. It 
is uncertain whether it was ever held at 
Shiloh or Bethel.

Moses instructed the people that their 
worship of God in the new land was to be 
an expression of gratitude for the gift of 
the land (26:1-2). They were to make an 
offering of the first fruits of their pro
duce in the new land. The correct 
response to prosperity is gratitude to 
God.

The exact relation of the gift of first 
fruits to the tithe is not certain. The tithe 
may have been an expansion of the law 
of first fruits. At the time of presenting 
their gifts of first fruits at the central 
sanctuary, the worshipers were to repeat 
a confession of faith (26:5-9). This gift of 
first fruits was a different feast celebra
tion from the covenant renewal cere
mony in the fall. First fruits was the 
second of the three annual festivals. It 
was a testimony that the land had been

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montlake Dr.
Call Knoxville, TN 37920

Phono (615)577-8716 

claimed and its blessings were already 
being experienced (26:3).

It is striking that both of these cere
monies - covenant renewal and first 
fruits — were to take place in the new 
land as acts of worship. This is highly 
suggestive for what ought to charac
terize our worship. Worship for the 
Israelites during these two festivals was 
a time of remembering, a time to read 
the law, and a time to make an offering 
to God as a token of gratitude. Modern 
worship at its best contains these same 
three elements.

The festival of first fruits was also 
known as the “feast of harvest” (Exodus 
23:16) and “Pentecost” (Acts 2:1). It 
came in the summer, between Passover 
and the fall Feast of Tabernacles. The 
gift to God as thanks for the land was ac
companied by a statement of faith which 
recited God’s great acts in the past. 
What better criterion do we have for 
predicting God’s actions in the future 
than His actions in the past?

The Hebrew confession of faith re
called the nation’s humble origins (26:5). 
It recalled the bitter days of captivity in 
Egypt (20:5-6). It acknowledged that 
God had responded to the plight of His 
people (26:7) and delivered them from 
oppression (26:8). Finally, it was ac- 
knowleged that God had brought them 
into this new, rich land (26:9) and that 
the gift of first fruits was a thankful of
fering of gratitude.

Worship for the Hebrews was marked 
by joy and gratitude. In worship they 
acknowledged that God of history Who 
brought them out of slavery' was also the 
God of nature Who made the land fertile 
and abundant. In Israel’s worship, the 
mysteries of past events and of growth 
converged in the worship of the one God 
Who is Lord of all.
Executive Committee 
re-elects chairman

NEW ORLEANS - John T. Dunaway, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Corbin, 
Ky., was re-elected chairman of the SBC 
Executive Committee at its meeting last 
week.

Dunaway became chairman last 
September when Tennessee-native 
Howard Cobble, then chairman, moved 
from Georgia to Kentucky and could no 
longer represent Georgia on the commit
tee.

Dewey Presley, Dallas, Tex., banker, 
was elected vice-chairman, and Lois 
Wegner of Orlando, Fla., was re-elected 
recording secretary. Harold Bennett was 
re-elected executive secretary-trea
surer.

All elections were without opposition.
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emphasize leadership role
NEW ORLEANS - Southern Baptist 

directors of missions were urged during 
a two-day meeting here to sharpen their 
leadership skills for working cooper
atively with churches in missions and 
evangelism.

Bruce Grubbs, church administration 
consultant at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, said effective leaders 
“must learn how to deal with conflict in 
redemptive, creative ways.”

In one of three addresses, Grubbs said 
Southern Baptists “are scared to death 
of conflict. We almost think it’s unchris
tian.”

One reason Baptists often experience 
conflict is “we’re together more than 
other groups,” Grubbs explained. “We 
meet more, share more space. We are 
more prone to have problems with each 
other.”

However, when groups can work 
through their conflicts and splve their 
problems, benefits are gained, he said.

Research fellowship 
elects Nashvillians

NEW ORLEANS - Martin Bradley 
was elected president of the Southern 
Baptist Research Fellowship during its 
meeting here June 12. He is director of 
the research services department at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

The organization also elected Kirk 
Hadaway of Nashville’s Center for Ur
ban Church Studies as newsletter editor.

In speaking to the fellowship’s fourth 
annual session, Albert McClellan of 
Nashville, retired associate to the ex
ecutive secretary and director of pro
gram planning at the SBC Executive 
Committee, questioned whether associa
tions today are the viable forums on doc
trine they have historically been.

“I see the Southern Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference as first and evangelism con
ferences second in establishing norms on 
doctrine,” McClellan said.

McClellan feels there is a “discipline 
by intimidation” because norms are not 
being fixed by groups but by individuals.

WORLD'S FAIR VISITORS — Apt. House 
1% blocks to Fair. Sleeps 2-7 people. 
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615-922-2041.

Uljneborger
CHURCH FURNITURE 

A AND STAINED GLASS
LYNCHBURG. VIRGINIA 24502

• CHANCEL FURNITURE 
CHAIRS • PEWS 

CUSHIONS

Area Representative

DON SOWDER 
115 Hardaway Drive 

Goodleltsville. Tenn. 37072 
615/865-1070

Call Toll Free 800-446-0945

“Conflict energizes people, overcomes 
apathy, and creates a sense of urgency.”

Other speakers included Jimmy Allen, 
president of the SBC Radio and Televi
sion Commission, Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Cline Borders, 1982 president of the 
Association of Directors of Missions, 
Shelby, N.C.; and Cecil Ray, executive 
secretary of the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention, Raleigh.

Allen said the role of the director of 
missions often is to “work with a shared 
vision, out of the spotlight.”

Describing the Bold Mission Thrust 
task of sharing the gospel with everyone 
in the world by the year 2000 as “tough 
but do-able,” Allen said, “Our concern 
must be in claiming the Promised Land, 
not who is riding in the front chariot.”

Officers elected for 1982-83 were: 
president. William R. Moyle of Tampa 
Bay, Fla.; president-elect, Bob Frank
lin, Montgomery, Ala.; secretary, 
Wayne Willcoxon, Chico, Calif.; 
treasurer, Hugh Durham, Conroe, Tex.; 
editor, Daniel F. Page, Greenville, S.C.; 
and host director, James Craven. Pitts
burgh, Pa.

Oren Bradley of Mt. Airy, N.C., was 
presented the 1982 Seminary’ Extension 
National Award by the SBC External 
Education Division.
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European-Americans find 'room' in SBC
By Patti Stephenson

CHICAGO (BP)—Unlike tum-of-the- 
century European immigrants, Mariana 
Grigore and her parents, John and Cati 
Podea, came to America from Romania 
by plane - passing unseen from above 
the statue with its flickering lamp which 
welcomed millions of their predecessors 
arriving aboard packed immigrant 
ships.

Still, their dreams were the same: To 
own a home, to earn a good living, to 
know the luxury of a well-stocked pantry 
and a peaceful night’s sleep. And, for

ROMANIAN WORSHIP — Pastor Alexa Popovici preaches in Romanian to a packed 
congregation built from immigrants who came to Chicago from their eastern Euro
pean homeland.

SBC president's wife
claims 'prayer' role

By David Wilkinson
NEW ORLEANS - Carol Ann Draper, 

new first lady of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, is a soft-spoken. Bible
quoting pastor’s wife who believes “the 
greatest thing I can do is to pray for my 
husband’’

Her husband, Jimmy Draper, pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, Euless, Tex., 
was elected president of the 13.7-million- 
member denomination.

While the new president was fielding 
questions from reporters at a Wednes
day morning news conference, Mrs. 
Draper spoke of her role in Draper’s new 
responsibility, which she described as 
“God’s assigned task.’’

Though aware that Draper would be 
nominated for the convention’s highest 
elected office, Mrs. Draper said the posi
tion was “not something we went out to 
seek.” Her initial response, in fact, was 
to pray that God would allow this cup to 
pass from us.”

“Jimmy,” she added, “already has 
more to do than he can say grace over.”

She described her husband as “24-hour 
Jimmy Draper. He is who he is. Both of 
us are just real people ; we don’t want to 
be anything other than who we are.”

Mrs Draper believes her husband’s 
qualifications for his new office include 
his “unique honesty, loyalty, and ability 
to hear what others are saying.”

A petite mother of three and a grand- 
mother-to-be, Mrs. Draper has been 
married to her teen-age sweetheart for 
almost 26 years. She met Draper as a 
high school student when the coUege-age 
evangelist led music for a revival in her 
church in Lake Jackson, Tex.

Mrs. Grigore’s family, the right to wor
ship freely as Baptists.

While European immigrants were 
flooding America’s shores from the late 
19th century until World War II, 
Southern Baptists had not yet ventured 
outside the Southern tier of states which 
incubated the Southern Baptist Conven
tion.

Not until 1942 had Southern Baptists 
moved westward when California Bap
tist churches affiliated with the SBC. 
Throughout the ’40s, Southern Baptists 
spread west and north with churches

“As teen-agers often do,” she fell in 
love with Draper’s glossy photograph 
before she ever met him.

When she did meet him during the 
revival, she fell in love with the real 
thing, and they were married a year 
later following her high school gradua
tion.

While on their honeymoon, a Texas 
congregation’s pulpit committee con
tacted Draper, and his new bride soon 
began an “exciting adventure” as a Bap
tist minister’s wife.

As Draper steps into his role as SBC 
president, his wife has “no special agen
da,” except “to be available wherever he 
needs me.”

But her most important contribution, 
she reiterated is prayer - “that Jimmy 
will be saturated with God’s wisdom and 
God’s will and that his life will be an ex
tension of what the Lord would do in the 
same situation.”

PRESIDENT AND WIFE — James Draper 
poses with his wife, Carol Ann, after his 
election as SBC president.

often spawned from a nucleus of 
transplanted southerners.

By the 1950s, work with persons of 
European heritage was the logical, 
albeit belated, consequence of SBC ex
pansion into northeast and north central 
states where 80 percent of these Euro
pean immigrants settled.

The Home Mission Board now minis
ters to 13 different European-language 
groups with more than 60 churches, in
cluding Germanic, Scandinavian Baltic, 
Slavic, and Latin nationalities.

One such church, Romanian Baptist in 
Chicago, offers comfort and security to 
Mrs. Grigore and her parents. Now 12 
years old, the church has 3,000 members, 
including recent newcomers as well as 
second-generation families. When im
migrants like the Podeas come, 
members often find and furnish an 
apartment, stock it with food and second
hand clothes, even pay the first month’s 
rent and deposits. Then, Mrs. Grigore 
explains, “They bring the family hope 
and say, ‘All this is yours in America.’ ”

The church also helped find jobs for 
John and Cati at Cast Products, a small, 
immigrant-owned factory which manu
factures parts for radios, televisions, 
and cars. The Podeas earn minimum 
wage and often work 12-hour days, six 
days a week.

Alexa Popovici, pastor of Romanian 
Baptist, came with his family in 1976 
after Romanian authorities forbade him 
to preach. He is now adept at untangling 
the bureaucratic red tape which ensnarls 
newcomers. He may stand in line all day 
at the immigration office to secure a visa 
or work permit for an anxious 
“greenhorn.”

Mrs. Grigore, who arrived four years 
before her parents, is a manicurist in the 
sleek, chrome-and-glass surroundings of 
a downtown hair salon. She scrimps to 
save $3,000 to open her own electrolysis 
shop - her plans for a music career 
buried in favor of a more profitable 
future.

Already that future is tinged with 
frustration as Mrs. Grigore feels torn 
between her Romanian heritage and her 
new American life. As other European 
immigrants like her and second- and 
third-generation European-Americans 
absorb American lifestyles and 
language, some join English-speaking 
congregations; others simply drop out of 
churches which worship in a mother 
tongue they cannot understand.

Oscar Romo, HMB director of 
language missions, thinks the challenge 
ahead is to reach not only European 
newcomers, but all “American ethnics” 
who identify with an ethnic culture, but 
not its homeland.

What must you do to be lost?
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“He that believeth on Him is not con
demned: but he that believeth not is con
demned already, because he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God" (John 3:18).

We are familiar with the Philippian 
jailor’s question, “What must I do to be 
saved?” (Acts 16:30). But what must you 
do to be lost? The answer is found in John 
3:18.

“Condemned” is too strong a word. 
The Greek verb is krino, to judge. “Con
demned” would be katakrino, to judge 
down. So Jesus said, “The one believing 
on Him is not judged.” He has already 
been judged in Christ in His death on the 
cross. And God regards such a believer 
as acquitted.

If European-Americans are to be 
drawn into the mainstream of denomina
tional life. Southern Baptists must 
cultivate those, like Mrs. Grigore who 
lead lives hyphenated between two 
cultures, Romo predicts.

For Mrs. Grigore, her evolving identi
ty is becoming clear. “I think like an 
American now,” she says firmly. “My 
life is here.”

Devotional

No exit?
By Steve Murphree

Jean Paul Sartre, French philosopher, 
includes a word picture in one of his 
plays.

He pictures a large banquet room, one 
that is elaborate beyond imagination. 
The furniture in the room is magnificent. 
The table is filled with food.
In this room are 

three people. There 
seems to be every
thing in the room to 
make the people 
happy, but instead 
their faces are long 
and sad. And as the 
title, “No Exit” im
plies, there is no 
way out of the room.
The three people are Murphree 
trapped, for there is no exit.

Sometimes we feel this way about life. 
Do you feel trapped, without an exit? 
Does life have you all closed in with no 
way out?

Jesus Christ stands before you as the 
open door. He says in John 10:9, “I am 
the door; if anyone enters through Me, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 
and find pasture.”

These are wonderful words of assur
ance. Jesus is saying that through Him, 
and Him alone, we find access to God. 
Jesus opens the way to God. He is the 
door allowing entrance to God for us.

Jesus said, we “shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.” We are able to come and 
go in a life that is absolutely safe and 
secure. We can enjoy perfect security. 
This does not mean that there will be no 
more heartaches, sorrows, hardships, or 
problems. It does mean, however, that 
we have a Saviour in Jesus Christ who is 
the door and provides security for us.

No exit? Sure there is. He is called 
Jesus. Try Him. Go through the door He 
has opened for you and you will find life, 
abundant and eternal.
—Steve Murphree is pastor of Mt. Her
mon Baptist Church, Clarksville.

“The one not believing is judged 
already.” Here “judged” translates a 
perfect tense expressing a finished work 
or state. He has been judged, and the 
judgment stands. Why? Because “he has 
not believed on the name of the ohly 
begotten Son of God.“

Here “has been judged” also renders a 
perfect tense. He has not believed and 
continues in that state. “Name” stands 
for the entire person of God’s Son. If one 
persists in unbelief, it will result in con
demnation. Unbelief with respect to 
Jesus is the only sin which will send your 
soul to hell.

What must you do to be lost? Nothing 
at all. For in unbelief you are lost 
already. Only through faith in God’s Son 
can you be saved (John 3:36; Acts 3:12).


