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Baptist team faces 
close call in Beirut

By Bill Webb
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- Two Foreign 

Mission Board staff members and a mis
sionary were perilously close to machine 
gun fire during the assassination of 
Lebanon’s Bashir Gemayel. Unknowing
ly the three had driven to within one 
block of the site where minutes earlier 
the assassination had occurred.

Missionary Ed Nicholas was driving 
John Cheyne, senior consultant for 
human needs ministry, and special 
assignment photographer Don Rutledge 
to an appointment when they thought 
they heard firecrackers being set off by 
children celebrating a religious holiday.

“The firecrackers got a little more in
tense, and suddenly we realized we were 
not hearing firecrackers,” Cheyne said. 
“We were right in the middle of machine 
gun fire (about a block from the blast) 
and it was all around us.”

It was not until hours later that they 
learned of the assassination, however.

The mood that immediately swept 
over the country was in stark contrast to 
the optimism Cheyne and Rutledge 
sensed when they arrived in Lebanon 
earlier in the day.

“The country had been through all this 
turmoil; the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organization) was gone. There was a 
high sense of hope and anticipation that 
now we have this young, articulate 
leader who is a strong man and he is go
ing to lead us back into a strong sense of 
nation,” Cheyne reflected.

“The missionaries had this same sort 
of electric excitement about them.”

As expected, Cheyne and Rutledge 
found West Beirut badly bombed, but the 
streets were being cleared, some of the 
shops had already reopened, and the 
traffic was already “abominable” again, 
Cheyne said. “It was just like there had 
not been a war there.”

Then suddenly, the president-elect was 
dead.

“The sense of depression we felt ... 
the people were literally stunned,” 
Cheyne said. “We went down to the Arab 
Baptist Theological Seminary the next 
day and they could not even talk to us, 
they were overcome by such a deep 
sense of grief and bewilderment.”

Cheyne and Rutledge stayed with Ed 
and Anne Nicholas in Mansouriye, a 
village overlooking Beirut, during their 
four days in Lebanon.

The Nicholases and Mabel Summers, 
all with long years of experience in the 
Middle East, are the only Southern Bap
tist missionaries who have remained in 
Lebanon since Israel launched its inva
sion in early June.

They took responsibility for the semi
nary and for the refugees who lived there 
during the earlier fighting. Miss Sum
mers, stationed at Beirut Baptist School 
until the war began, has been interim 
mission treasurer.

Jim and Leola Ragland, who were in 

the United States for about a month to at
tend their son’s wedding, were the only 
other Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Lebanon during Cheyne and Rutledge’s 
visit. They were preparing for the open
ing of Beirut Baptist School, in the heart 
of West Beirut.

Earlier in the conflict bombs tore holes 
in the roof, caused light structural 
damage to the front of the school, and 
broke several windows. In the aftermath 
of the bombing, looters stripped the 
facility of supplies and furnishings.

Release of $25,000 in Southern Baptist 
relief funds will repair the school and 
replace whatever was taken in the 
looting.

Cheyne, missionaries, and the ad hoc 
committee of the Lebanese Baptist Con
vention discussed various other ways the 
mission might utilize relief funds.

Though no definite plans were made 
they discussed conducting a survey to 
determine who among the members of 
nearby Mouseitbeh Baptist Church and 
the parents of Beirut Baptist schoolchil
dren might need assistance in repairing 
or rebuilding their homes.

They also discussed aiding people 
whose businesses were bombed. Such aid 
would help them reopen and restock 
enough to get started, Cheyne said.

Cheyne urged the missionaries and 
Baptists alike to consider not only con
struction aid to individuals but projects 
like helping the village of Ashiya restore 
its water service.

bomb slammed into Beirut Baptist 
School several weeks ago, creating 
this ominous crack. Surveying the 
damage are (left to right) John Cheyne, 
Ed Nicholas, and Jim Ragland.

News journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention

NEW EVANGELISM DIRECTOR — Woody Watkins, new director of evangelism for 
Tennessee Baptists, addressed a meeting of the associational directors of missions 
recently at Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City.

At Executive Committee meeting

Committee chairmen 
appointed by Draper

By Dan Martin
NASHVILLE (BP)- A Texas pastor 

and an Ohio denominational executive 
have been named to chair two key com
mittees for the 1983 annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention in Pitts
burgh.

SBC President James T. Draper Jr. 
announced the appointments during the 
September meeting of the Executive 
Committee, following through on a post- 

Arkansas names 
top executive

LITTLE ROCK. Ark.(BP)- Don 
Moore, a Fort Smith pastor, has been 
elected executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention.

Moore, pastor of Grand Avenue Bap
tist Church, replaces Huber Drum- 
wright, who died Nov. 2, 1981. L. L. 
Collins, associate executive secretary, 
has been interim executive secretary.

The Fort Smith pastor, who was 
elected unanimously in an open vote at a 
called meeting of the 92-member state 
Executive Board, Sept. 23. said he plans 
to assume responsibilities in Little Rock 
Oct. 18.

Moore has been pastor of the Fort 
Smith congregation for 12 years. During 
his tenure, church membership has in
creased 59 percent, growing from 1,910 to 
more than 3,000, and Sunday School 
enrollment has grown 70 percent, rising 
from 1,583 in 1970 to 2,697 in 1981.

According to the Arkansas convention 
annual, Moore’s church was second in 
the state in 1981 in Cooperative Program 
giving. The annual reports the church 
gave $288,127 to rqissions. including 
$197,778, through the’Cooperative Pro-

(Continued on page 3) 

election pledge for “openness” and that 
he will be a peacemaker in the strife- 
ridden denomination.

Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Euless, Tex., also named seven other 
denominational leaders to committee 
posts and promised that he will name the 
other members of the key committees by 
Jan. 1, far in advance of the June 
meeting of the 13.8-million-member 
denomination.

The president also said he has re
quested that the Committee on Boards 
report be released 60 days in advance of 
the June annual session, and has re
ceived an affirmative answer from the 
committee chairman. Charles Stanley of 
Atlanta.

Ralph Smith, pastor of Hyde Park 
Baptist Church of Austin. Tex., was 
named to chair the Committee on Com
mittees, and Tai Bonham, executive 
secretary’ of the State Convention of Bap
tists in Ohio, wras named as chairman of 
the Resolutions Committee.

Draper also named three members of 
the Executive Committee to serve on the 
Resolutions Committee, as required by 
the Constitution and bylaws. They are 
LeRay Fowler, pastor of West Universi
ty Baptist Church of Houston; Thurmond 
George, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Gilroy, Calif.; and Lois Wenger, a 
member of First Baptist Church of 
Orlando, Fla.

Jere Mitchell, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Fayetteville, Ark., was named 
to chair the Credentials Committee, and 
James H. Landes, retiring executive 
secretary of the Baptist General Conven
tion of Texas, Dallas, will be chairman of 
the Tellers Committee.

Draper named tw’o parliamentarians 
for the 1983 annual meeting in Pitts-

(Continued on page 3)
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Diverse group of Baptists 
to visit Israel together

NASHVILLE (BP) - James T. Draper 
Jr., president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, has invited 17 Southern Bap
tist leaders representing the full spec
trum of the current SBC political scene 
to travel to Israel together in late 
November.

“I don’t think anyone who looks at the 
list of those going can deny that it is a 
diverse group - and I tried to make it 
even more diverse,” Draper said. Anoth
er 17 Baptist leaders were invited but 
were unable to participate.

The Baptists are going on a joint study 
tour sponsored by the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nai B’rith. “There will be 
seven or eight people for the ADL and 
our agenda will include meetings with all 
the top government and religious offi
cials in Israel,” Draper said.

The ADL is “interested in continuing 
to have dialogue with Southern Baptists 
and, quite frankly, they want to en
courage Southern Baptist support for 
Israel,” he explained. “From my view
point I would also like to continue 
dialogue between Southern Baptists and 
the Jewish community but more than 
that I want these men from the diverse 
groups within the SBC to have a chance 
to develop friendships and relationships.

“Too many of us only know' each other 
through the press and have only seen 
each other across convention halls - this 
will be an opportunity to get to know 
each other personally.”

The group will spend time with Baptist 
missionaries and Israeli Baptist leader
ship on the trip and current plans are for 
some of them, probably Draper and the 
first and second vice-presidents of the 
convention (John Sullivan, pastor of 
Broadmoor Baptist Church in Shreve
port, La., and Gene Garrison, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City) to 
visit with SBC missionaries in Beirut.

Draper also has been in close contact

WMU dedicates property 
for headquarters building

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.(BP)- In a rare 
called meeting, the Executive Board of 
Woman’s Missionary Union dedicated 
property and approved plans for a new 
national headquarters building to be 
built on “Missionary Ridge,’’ south of 
Birmingham.

The new national offices for the 
Southern Baptist auxiliary will stand on 
a mountain about 12 miles south of its 
current location in downtown Birming
ham. The 25-acre site is in one of the 
newest and fastest growing business and 
residential areas in the state.

WMU officials also said work on the 
site development has begun with the par
tial grading of one-half mile of road. The 
new building will be occupied by April of 
1984. Land and site development costs 
will exceed $l-million.

Citing Biblical examples of the 
significance of mountains, Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive director of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, called the 
new site of the national WMU’s head
quarters, which will be built on New 
Hope Mountain, a “signal of God’s love 
to the waiting w'orld.”

Miss Weatherford called the relocation 
of the 1.1-million-member Southern Bap
tist auxiliary a venture of faith.

Quoting from Isaiah 54:2-3, Miss 
Weatherford said that WMU/SBC, is “in
deed lengthening its cords and strength- 

with Keith Parks, president of the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board and the FMB will 
provide each of the 17 Baptists with in
formation on mission w'ork in the Middle 
East so each will be sensitive to the 
situation there.

“We certainly want to express our 
friendship and love to Israel, but we also 
want to express our friendship and love 
for all the peoples of the Middle East,” 
Draper said.

During the trip Draper hopes the men 
will talk together. “It’s not so significant 
what we talk about but that we talk to 
each other,” he explained. He does not 
think the convention necessarily needs to 
debate theology, “though we do need to 
talk about our theological differences.”

Those going to Israel with Draper and 
the two vice-presidents include: Morris 
Chapman, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Wichita Falls, Tex.; Milton 
Cunningham, pastor of Westbury Baptist 
Church, Houston; Paige Patterson, 
president of Criswell Institute for 
Biblical Studies in Dallas; Seth Macon, a 
layman from First Baptist Church, 
Greensboro, N.C.; Glenn Iglehart, direc
tor of the interfaith witness department 
of the SBC’s Home Mission Board in At
lanta; Welton Gaddy, pastor of Broad
way Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Tex.; 
Bailey Stone, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Odessa, Tex.; Kenneth Ma- 
hanes, pastor of Far Hills Baptist 
Church. Dayton, Ohio; Dan Martin, news 
editor of Baptist Press, Nashville; Jay 
Strack, pastor of Riverside Baptist 
Church, Ft. Myers, Fla.; Frank Minton, 
pastor of Red Hills Baptist Church, 
Tustin, Calif.; Earl Davis, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Memphis; Bob 
Eden, a layman from First Baptist 
Church, Euless, Tex.; and Joe Trull, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, El Paso, 
Tex. Dale Thorn, SBC missionary to 
Israel, will join the group in Israel.

ening its stakes.” She noted this text was 
used by William Carey in 1792 when he 
launched the modern day missionary 
movement in England.

Standing in a cleared area on which 
the 140,000-square-foot structure will 
stand, 21 state WMU presidents who 
serve on WMU’s Executive Board drove 
in brass stakes. Miss Weatherford called 
the stakes symbolic of the faith and sup
port of Baptists in state conventions.

The first phase of building construc
tion will consist of at least 100,000 square 
feet. A two- or three-story circular lime
stone office and meeting center will 
overlook the highway. Two wings of an 
operations center will adjoin to the rear. 
The building will be expandable to ac
commodate future growth.

WMU hopes to occupy the new facility 
in 1984 with 130 employees. The building 
will house programming, publishing, 
consulting, conferences, and distribu
tion. An earth station for satellite receiv
ing and transmitting will be part of the 
project.

The Shelby County site is part of the 
greater Birmingham area and has a Bir
mingham postal zip code. Miss Weather
ford said postal considerations were of 
prime importance to WMU which mails 
periodicals with circulation beyond 
900,000.

PROPOSED SBC BUILDING — The artists' drawing above shows tentative plans for 
a new building in Nashville which will house eight Southern Baptist Convention 
agencies.

Agencies' approvals clear
plans for new

NASHVILLE (BP) - Plans for a new 
building to house eight Southern Baptist 
Convention agencies moved ahead dur
ing the September meeting of the SBC 
Executive Committee with the approval, 
in principle, of an agreement between 
the agencies which would jointly occupy 
the building.

The Executive Committee, which will 
either own or be trustee of the proposed 
new building, authorized its long-range 
study committee to proceed, obtaining 
detailed plans, engineering studies, 
square footage requirements, and cost 
estimates.

Rodney Landes, a layman from El 
Dorado, Ark., who is chairman of the 
committee, pointed out much of the work 
on the agreement was done by work 
teams from each of the agencies, as well 
as the executives, who have met regular
ly to work out details of the joint oc
cupancy.

Harold C. Bennett, executive secre
tary-treasurer of the Executive Commit
tee, told members that the “several 
agencies ... believe that good steward
ship calls for them to occupy a building 
together. This calls for an agreement 
between them, since none of these en
tities has control over another.”

Currently, seven of the eight agencies 
are housed in the SBC building at 460 
James Robertson Parkway in downtown 
Nashville, a 19-year-old facility. They 
are the Christian Life Commission, 
Education Commission, Executive Com
mittee, Seminary External Education 
Division of the six SBC seminaries, 
Southern Baptist Commission on the 
American Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Southern Baptist Foundation, 
and the Stewardship Commission.

The eighth, the SBC Historical Com
mission, currently is housed in the Bap
tist Sunday School Board building at 127 
Ninth Avenue North in Nashville, but 
plans to move to an SBC building, if it is 
built.

Under the agreement, the Executive 
Committee would accept the gift of a 
tract of land at Ninth and Commerce - 
adjacent to the BSSB building - from 
the Sunday School Board, and would con
tract for the planning and construction of 
a building.

The agreement specifies “recognition 
of the importance of preserving and 
maintaining the integrity of the in
dividual entities occupying the building. 
Each is separately incorporated, con
trolled, and directed by its respective 
directors or trustees. The single excep-

SBC building
tion is the Seminary External Education 
Division, a unit of the six seminaries ... 
each of which is an institution of the 
SBC.”

The 10-point agreement sets out the 
responsibilities of the agencies which 
would occupy the building, and a nine- 
point agreement specifies the respon
sibilities of the Executive Committee, 
which would manage the building. It also 
sets out grievance and review pro
cedures.

Members of the Executive Committee 
also heard a progress report on 
preliminary planning of the new 
building, presented by Earl Swensson 
Associates Inc., a Nashville architec
tural firm, retained for $25,000.

Landes told members the agencies had 
prepared detailed information outlining 
their space needs currently and for the 
next “25 or 30 years.” From this infor
mation, the preliminary plans were 
drawn, he added, noting the plans do not 
include final square footage, engineering 
estimates, or projected costs. Such data 
will be included in a report at the 
February 1983 Executive Committee ses
sion, he said.

Bennett told the committee of a 
meeting he had with Mayor Richard 
Fulton of Nashville, in which the city of
ficial agreed to widen and beautify Com
merce Street between Eighth and Ninth 
Avenue if the SBC builds the structure at 
the proposed site.

The widening will go along with a proj
ect to widen Commerce from Second to 
Eighth Avenue.

Current plans call for the building to be 
financed through capital needs funds in 
the SBC budget, 1984-88, with interim 
financing during construction.

Walter Hill Baptists 
call Bunch to pulpit

First Baptist Church, Walter Hill,
called Roy Bunch as pastor, a ministry 
he began Sept. 1.

Bunch was previously pastor of Patter
son Baptist Church, Rockvale, and 
Green Hill Baptist Church, Murfrees
boro. He is also a former pastor of 
churches in Arkansas, where he was ac
tive in associational work.

A native of Little Rock, Ark.. Bunch at
tended Ouachita Baptist University, 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and is a graduate of 
Arkansas State University. State Univer
sity, Ark.; Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. Fort Worth, Tex. , and 
Memphis State University, Memphis.
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Executive Committee suggests bylaw change
NASHVILLE (BP)- A bylaw change 

•ecommending release of the Southern 
baptist Convention Committee on 
3oards report prior to the annual con- 
/ention has been recommended by the 
SBC Executive Committee.

The change in Bylaw 16 would require 
iction by messengers at the 1983 annual 
neeting in Pittsburgh. While Constitu- 
:ional changes require action by two 
subsequent conventions, the bylaws can 
je amended by a two-thirds vote at a 
single convention.

The recommendation requires that the 
'eport of the Committee on Boards, 
Commissions, and Standing Committees 
3e released to Baptist Press, the 
denominational news service, “no later 
:han 45 days prior to the annual meeting 
)f the convention.”

Currently, the bylaw requires that the 
I report of the committee on boards be 
I published in the first day’s convention 

Bulletin, but does not preclude early 
I release.

A decision by the 1982 Committee on 
Boards to withhold early publication of 
the report set off a storm of controversy, 
and resulted in a motion at the annual 
meeting requiring release of the body’s 

Draper appointments. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

burgh: James Semple, pastor of First 
j Baptist Church of Paris, Tex., and Jack 
I Johnson, executive secretary of the

Arizona Baptist Convention.
Draper said all of the appointees 

“represent a very strong commitment to 
the Southern Baptist Convention,” and 
included background information con
taining the level of giving to the 
denomination’s unified giving plan, the 

I Cooperative Program, in his announce- 
| ment of the appointments.

He said Smith is a former president of 
J the Baptist General Convention of Texas 

and has led the Austin church to give 
more than $275,000 to Cooperative Pro
gram causes this year. Bonham, he 
noted, is a former secretary of

• evangelism for the Baptist General Con
vention of Oklahoma, former president 
of the Arkansas Baptist Convention, and

.led his last pastorate, First Baptist 
Church of Pine Bluff, to be in the top 25

' churches of the Arkansas convention in
- Cooperative Program giving.

He said the remainder of his appoint
ments - including 51 persons to the 

♦ I Committee on Committees and six to the 
Resolutions Committee - will be “made 

‘by Jan. 1. I am doing this because I 
believe there is no reason not to do it. I do 
not expect you to applaud all of them but 
you will know who they are and I am do
ing it as quickly as I can.”

“The reason it will take until then 
(Jan. 1) is that I am calling all of them 
myself. I am also checking with associa- 
tional missionaries and state executive 
directors because I do not want to ap
point any ringers ... people who do-not 
qualify as cooperating Southern Bap
tists,” he said.

Draper’s early release of the nomina-^ 
tions is in contrast to the practice fol
lowed last year by Bailey E. Smith, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist Church 
of Del City, Okla., who declined to make 
his nominations known until the opening 
day of the New Orleans convention.

SBC bylaws specify only that a presi
dent must announce the appointments on 
the opening day, but do not preclude ear
ly release of the information.

Draper said in making the selections, 
he received recommendations from

report at least 30 days in advance of the 
annual meeting.

In presenting the recommendation, 
Welton Gaddy, chairman of the Ex
ecutive Committee’s bylaws workgroup 
and pastor of Broadway Baptist Church 
of Fort Worth, Tex., said the committee 
revised the suggestion to the 45-day 
release date which he said would give the 
news service and denominational 
publications 15 days in which to prepare 
it for publication.

“We believe we are staying within the 
spirit of the motion by adding 15 days in 
order to get it to the people,” Gaddy said.

The committee turned down an effort 
by Tommy Hinson, a member from West 
Memphis, Ark., which would have re
ferred the recommendation back to the 
bylaws workgroup, instructing them to 
make an addition which would require 
that “substitute nominees offered in 
challenge to the report ... be provided to 
Baptist Press at least 30 days in advance 
(of the meeting) and published in the 
first day’s Bulletin."

In the past two conventions, successful 
challenges have been mounted to the 
committee report. In Los Angeles, five 
nominees were replaced, and in New 
Orleans, substitutes were elected for 

state convention executive secretaries 
and presidents, individual Baptists, and 
from the two vice-presidents who serve 
with him, but specified that the “decision 
is ultimately mine. I will not be bound by 
any of these procedures, but all of these 
steps have been made prayerfully and 
each suggestion has received and will 
continue to receive careful considera
tion.”

He noted the two vice-presidents - 
John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoor Bap
tist Church of Shreveport, La., and Gene 
Garrison, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Oklahoma City - have “given up to 
this point approval of the appoint
ments...

Draper said he has requested that 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Atlanta, release the report of the Com
mittee on Boards 60 days in advance of 
the 1983 annual meeting, so any ex
pressed “concerns and unhappiness” 
about any nominee can be brought back 
to the committee members for recon
sideration.

He noted the past two conventions in 
which nominees suggested by the com
mittee have been challenged from the 
floor and replaced. Draper noted Stanley 
“has given me an affirmative response.”

In another far-reaching suggestion. 
Draper recommended a six-point pro
gram to improve the resolutions process 
at the annual meeting, which last year 
saw 47 resolutions presented and 21 
adopted during the three-day session.

The proposals are that the Resolutions 
Committee meet prior to the annual 
meeting to “get acquainted,” to study all 
resolutions adopted in the past 10 years, 
to review anticipated resolutions in ad
vance, and to hear presentations by 
agency and commission heads; that 
denominational news media request 
resolutions be sent to the committee 
chairman at least 30 days in advance of 
the convention; and that the resolutions 
be considered “first come, first served” 
to encourage people to submit the resolu
tions early.

At the convention, Draper said he 
estimated “45 minutes to an hour and 
one-half” could be saved by having 
resolutions simply brought to the plat
form without having each presenter take 
time at the microphone. 

three persons named by the Committee 
on Boards. The bylaw provides that the 
committee report “may be amended on 
the floor by a majority vote of those 
voting.”

Attorney Ed Drake, a member of 
Dallas’ First Baptist Church, supported 
Hinson’s effort, calling the substitution 
of nominees from the convention floor “a 
pr.oblem.” He noted such substitution 
does not give messengers “ample time 
to evaluate the person.”

“There is something inherently bad 
about that situation,” he said, adding 
that he does not “know what the solution 
is, but we have to have some safe
guard....”

In response, Gaddy said he believes 
the convention “can instruct committees 
on the process they should follow,” but 
does not believe “we can instruct 
messengers and bind them to 30 days 
notice” if they wish to challenge a 
nominee.

The Executive Committee also recom
mended that Bylaw 16 be revised to re
quire that persons who serve on the Com
mittee on Boards “shall have resided 
within the state from which they are 
elected at least one year prior to elec
tion.”

Gaddy commented the revision also 
was in response to a motion from the 
New Orleans convention, and that it ap
plied only to the Committee on Boards 
and not to persons it nominates. “It was 
felt the people who do the nominating 
need to know the people from the state 
they will be nominating,” he said.

A similar change will be recommend
ed to the Pittsburgh convention concern

OUTREACH MONTH — A part of T.H. 
Darden's outreach ministry is to make 
people like Eric and Lisa Wesley 
welcome on Sunday morning at Brent
wood Baptist Church, Brentwood. Oc
tober is outreach month in Southern 
Baptist Sunday Schools.

Moore named. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

gram. The total church budget was 
$1,819,735.

Moore attended the University of 
Arkansas and is a graduate of Ouachita 
Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Ark., 
and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth. Tex. He has been 
pastor of churches in Smackover, 
Camden, and Jonesboro, Ark.; Corum, 
Okla.; and New Orleans.

He was president of the Arkansas con
vention, 1974-75; state pastors’ con
ference, 1972; and co-chairman of the 
1976 statewide evangelistic campaign. 
He has been a trustee of Ouachita Bap
tist University and president of the Bap
tist Student Union Advisory Committee. 

ing Bylaw 21 on the Committee on 
Committees, which nominates the Com
mittee on Boards.

The change in Bylaw 21 also specifies 
names of persons nominated to serve on 
that committee by the SBC president 
“shall be released to Baptist Press no 
later than 45 days prior to the annual 
meeting....”

Gaddy said the bylaws workgroup re
jected a suggestion from Russell Ben
nett. director of missions of the Long 
Run Baptist Association, Louisville, Ky., 
that would strip the president of appoin
tive powers, and give it to state conven
tions.

Draper recently rejected a proposal by 
a group of “moderates” that he 
depoliticize the convention by supporting 
a similar plan, under which he would 
receive nominations from state conven
tions and would be bound by them in 
making his appointments.

In another action on the bylaws, the 
Executive Committee declined to 
change the responsibilities of the first 
vice-president, to include that he or she 
be responsible for prayer support at the 
annual convention.

Gaddy noted Bailey E. Smith of Del 
City, Okla., former SBC president, 
started the practice by asking 1980 first 
vice-president Jack Taylor of Fort 
Worth, Tex., to set up prayer rooms at 
the convention.

He said the bylaws workgroup was 
“reticent to institutionalize such respon
sibilities for the first vice-president,” 
and recommended that the Executive 
Committee “encourage the convention 
officers to call the convention to prayer 
rather than amend” the Constitution.

Gaddy told the committee the bylaws 
workgroup is continuing to study possi
ble revisions on bylaws regarding the 
Resolutions Committee and the rules 
which govern recognition and represen
tation of new states and territories.

Draper announced to the Executive 
Committee extensive new procedures in 
handling the resolutions, which in recent 
years have grown to such proportions 
that it required 25 hours of work by the 
10-person Resolutions Committee in New 
Orleans to prepare its report.

The Executive Committee adopted a 
revision of its own bylaws, containing 
what was described as “cosmetic 
changes” in language, but will eliminate 
the “annual call" of the committee’s ex
ecutive secretary-treasurer.

Union enrollment 
shows slight drop

JACKSON - A $350,000 housing addi
tion at Union University has enabled the 
college to avoid a serious enrollment 
drop this semester and maintain last 
year’s enrollment of nearly 1,400 
students.

The college’s fall enrollment of full- 
time students is up by nine students over 
last year, though the school’s total head
court has dipped by eight students. 
President Robert Craig credited the 
summer housing project with helping 
Union avert the loss of up to 60 students 
through the sale of overflow housing 
when the former campus was purchased 
by Madison County.

“Though our headcount is down by less 
than one percent to 1,374 from last year’s 
record of 1,382, we are grateful that our 
full-time student load has established a 
new record.” Craig said. “Without the 60 
additional spaces wre have recently add
ed, we could hot have maintained last 
year’s student population.”
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EDITORIAL

Draper’s openness: first step toward unity
At a press conference on the day following his elec

tion as president of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
James Draper Jr. stated that one of his priorities 
would be communications — “to get Southern Bap
tists talking to each other, instead of about each 
other.”

Then, in “An open letter to Southern Baptists 
(Baptist and Reflector, July 7, page 4), Draper said 
that his appointments would be individuals with “im
peccable credentials both as Christians and as South
ern Baptists.” He pledged an early release of these 
names - but no one expected him to name any of 
these nine months before the Pittsburgh SBC!

In a move to help restore confidence in SBC leader
ship, Draper announced nine of his key appointments 
as he spoke to the SBC Executive Committee on Mon
day of last week. Ths unprecedented move certainly 
gives credence to Draper’s pledge to be open and 
honest with his constituency

Although some of these nine appointees have 
already been criticized, no one should fault his pro
cess. On his own, he wrote to executive secretaries 
and presidents of the state conventions, asking for 
names of individuals who are cooperating - and par
ticipating - Southern Baptists in their churches, 
associations, state conventions, and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. He has consulted several times 
with the two vice-presidents — John Sullivan and 
Gene Garrison.

As Draper announced his first nine appointments, 
he listed supporting information that indeed these in
dividuals are pastors or members of churches which 
are deeply involved in Southern Baptist work and give 
strong financial support to the denomination.

There are many other nominations forthcoming - 
51 to the Committee on Committees and six to the 
Resolutions Committee, as well as to the Credentials 
Committee and the Tellers Committee. Draper has 
promised to be just as diligent in these appointments, 
seeking references from associational directors of 
missions and state executive secretaries on every 
person being considered. And, he promised to com
plete these appointments and make announcements 
before Jan. 1, 1983.
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President Draper is to be commended for his open 
approach to fulfilling his responsibility of appointing 
committees.

We would also commend Draper for his announced 
plans to help the hectic process of submitting, con
sidering, and adopting resolutions at the 1983 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Stating that his plans do not in any way violate the 
SBC bylaws on resolutions, Draper will ask the 
Resolutions Committee to meet prior to the SBC to get 
to know each other, to organize, to review all resolu
tions passed by the last 10 SBCs, and to make specific 
assignments to committee members to secure back
ground information on subjects which are likely to be 
covered in resolutions presented by messengers.

Also, Draper is asking messengers to mail in copies 
of their proposed resolutions at least 30 days prior to 
the convention.

At the convention itself. Draper would have 
messengers who wish to introduce resolutions to 
come to the platform, present a written copy of their 
resolution to the recording secretary, and fill out a 
form which lists the presenter’s name, church, and a 
brief statement of the resolution’s subject. This form 
would then be read to the convention by one of the 
SBC officers - thereby avoiding the parade of pre
senters to the microphone.

Although the SBC president has no power over the 
Committee on Boards, Draper is suggesting that this 
committee release its report through the Baptist state 
papers 60 days prior to the convention. Any “concerns 
or unhappiness about any nominee” could be brought 
back to the committee and reconsidered before the 
committee’s report is presented to the convention. 
Hopefully, any questions could be answered 
BEFORE the messengers get to Pittsburgh.

The wounds and controversy within our denomina
tion are too deep to be healed by nine early appoint
ments by an SBC president or plans to streamline the 
resolutions process.

However, Draper’s commendable announcements 
last week are indeed a first step toward denomina
tional unity. Certainly it will take many more “steps” 
over several years before Southern Baptists reach the 
point of not questioning the motives of every action of 
our leadership.

But it is our opinion that the openness exemplified 
by Draper last week is a strong beginning toward that 
desired denominational unity.

Cicero’s 
comment

He Took the Thorns and Left a Garden

i By the editor ।
“Cicero, I would like to submit an ar

ticle about our race event at Cross 
Country Baptist Church,’’ announced 
Mary Thon, recreation director.

“Oh, did you vote to accept blacks in
to the membership?” I asked.

“Not that kind of race,” Mary cor
rected. “Our church has taken advan
tage of the current interest in jogging 
and marathons and had its first Elijah 
Memorial Race.”

Cicero puzzled, “Elijah?”
Mary Thon explained that her church 

decided on that name and held a 
100-mile road race - approximately the 
same distance that Elijah ran to escape 
King Ahab after the encounter on Mt. 
Carmel (1 Kings 18:46).

“That is an unusual church event,” 
Cicero commented.

“True, true,” Mary agreed. “I got 
the idea when I observed how fast our 
members dash from church after the 
benediction’s Amen.”

Cicero wondered about the response.
“It was great!” Thon thundered.

“Our people really joined in. Bea Gunn 
served as the official starter and got 
everybody ‘off and running’ at a fast 
pace - especially since she forgot to 
use blank cartridges in the starter’s 
gun! ” Mary assured me that no one 
was injured at the start, since most of 
the contestants outran the bullets.

She added that Finney Lyons was the 
judge at the end of the race. The prizes 
were presented by Laurel A. Ward.

“Who won the Elijah Memorial 
Race?” I asked.

“The champion was Wynne A. Lott, 
who practiced up for the event by run
ning from BOTH the church 
Nominating Committee and the Budget 
Solicitation Committee,” Mary ex
plained. “Downey Rhodes was a close 
second.”

Cicero wondered if they had a shorter 
race for those who did not want to at
tempt the 100-mile marathon.

“Right,” responded my caller. “We 
had the Bethany Blast, which is 15 
furlongs, according to John 11:18. 
That’s about two miles,” she added.

I asked who won that event. Mary 
reported that Ronny Dash was the 
champion, closely followed by Ray C. 
Long. “It was a great day, in spite of 
several injuries,” Mary Thon thought. 
Those sustaining injuries were:

—Lee Gaye Mennt experienced a 
strained leg.

—C. N. Yew had a pulled muscle.
—N. E. Capps fell down and skinned 

both knees.
—N. A. Huff had to drop out because 

of shortness of breath.
t “Did the pastor. Miles D. Hines, par
ticipate?” Cicero inquired.

“Yes, he did.” Mary Thon stated, 
“and led for a while because he kept 
shouting, ‘I am your leader.’ But, even
tually everybody passed him. I hope he 
finishes in time to preach on Sunday.

Mary Thon observed that the Elijah 
Memorial Race and the Bethany Blast 
could be termed as successes. “At first, 
everyone kept their distance from the 
idea, but by race time the entire 
membership took it in stride.”
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$125-million budget goal set 
for SBC Cooperative Program

NASHVILLE (BP)- A $125-million 
goal has been established for the 1983-84 
Cooperative Program budget of the 
Southern Baptist Convention,

The goal, from which the detailed 
budget will be prepared, includes an 
operating budget of $114,500,000, com
pared to the 1982-83 figure of $96,635,000.

Included in the overall goal is a 
$3,340,385 capital needs budget and a 
Bold Mission Thrust Challenge goal of 
$7,159,615.

A detailed budget will be prepared

Personal I !
perspective ;;
By TOM MADDEN ' '

। TBC executive secretary 11
In Luke 17:17 our Lord asked two ques

tions, “Were there not ten cleansed? But 
where are the nine?”

Our Lord had healed 10 lepers, but only 
one of them had returned to thank Him 
for the cleansing.

I do not believe 
these are just rhetor- 
ical questions asked /
by our Lord. These C
were questions for 
which He really 
sought an answer. If 
the lepers had been 
asked in advance, 
"If you are cleansed. & 
would you return to 
thank the cleanser?” Madden 
I am confident everyone of them would 
have been sincere in pledging he would.

Now that they had been healed, how
ever, where did the nine go? I do not 
know.

Perhaps one of them might have 
recognized that now he would be able to 
return home. It had been years since he 
had seen his wife and children and sat at 
his own table, and now he wants to return 
home. I am sure he thought within 
himself, “Once I get home, then I will 
quickly return and thank Jesus for 
cleansing me.”

Perhaps some of the others thought of 
how long it had been since they had been 
able to enter the shops in the market
place. The people of that day thought 
leprosy was contagious and lepers were 
not permitted to enter the city. They 
were forced to live off the scraps flung to 
them from a safe distance. Now the 
scrounging was over. There would be no 
more scavenging for garbage and no 
more gnawing on scraps.

Perhaps two or three of the others had 
often talked about how they missed their 
old friends. Being cleansed, they could 
now renew old friendships so they hur
riedly returned to their old neighbor
hoods. They were overlooking the fact, of 
course, that in renewing old friendships 
they missed the one friend who was 
above all others.

Perhaps one or more of them were just 
ungrateful. They might have felt bitterly 
about contracting leprosy in the first 
place. Maybe they thought they deserved 
cleansing and were not beholden to 
anyone.

I do not really know why the nine did 
not return to Jesus. One question bothers 
me that I cannot really answer. “Where 
would I have been in this ancient story?” 
Would I have been with the nine who 
forgot to thank Him or with the one 
returning leper, on his knees at Jesus’ 
feet? It might be well if each of us 
pondered the question. 

following budget hearings in January, 
and will be presented at the February 
session of the Executive Committee. 
Final action will be at the 1983 annual 
session of the SBC in Pittsburgh.

During the September session, repre
sentatives of the 20 Southern Baptist 
Convention agencies presented prelimi
nary budget requests, which asked for 
increases ranging from 12 to 92 percent.

During their session, members of the 
Executive Committee also established 
an expense policy for the convention 
president, providing funds for the 
elected leader to travel within the United 
States during his term of office. Also, it 
provides travel expenses for the spouse, 
when appropriate, and for the first and 
second vice-presidents, when requested 
by the president.

The committee also approved revised 
convention site and housing guidelines, 
which will be presented at the 1983 an
nual meeting for consideration and ac
tion. The revision eliminates block room 
reservations, expands requirements for 
exhibit space, and requires the host city 
to provide a list of hotels in addition to 
those participating in the housing 
bureau.

Also, members were told New Orle
ans, Los Angeles, and Chicago are being 
considered for the 1989 or 1990 annual 
meeting. A final report and recommen
dation on the site will come during the 
February meeting.

In other business, the committee:
-Was told the bylaws workgroup is 

continuing its study of Article III of the 
SBC Constitution concerning member
ship in the convention, noting all sugges
tions will be welcomed, but saying no 
change will be recommended to the 
Pittsburgh meeting.

-Requested the presidents of the six 
seminaries to consider the need for a 
study on the utilization of trained 
ministers. The action is in response to a 
motion presented at the 1982 annual 
meeting.

-Reported it considers that the 1963 
Baptist Faith and Message Statement 
“sufficiently speaks” on the matter of a 
“Bill of Rights for Churches.” The 
response was to a motion calling for a 
study of a “Bill of Rights for Churches," 
presented at the 1982 annual meeting.

-Expressed appreciation to the 
churches, associations, and state con
ventions for the work done on providing 
special ministries to persons and 
families experiencing severe stress 
related to unemployment, noting the 
local church can best help persons in 
such situations. The action was in 
response to a motion in New Orleans 
calling for the formation of a task force 
to study ways churches can assist 
unemployed persons.

Prospective students 
to visit Union campus

JACKSON - Prospective Union Uni
versity students will get a firsthand view 
of college life when the school presents 
its annual Campus Day Oct. 16.

The day’s activities will include dis
cussions with faculty members, a tour of 
the facilities, drama presentation. Stage 
Band concert, two red-white basketball 
games, and an introduction to frater
nities, sororities, and scholastic or
ganizations. All high school students 
interested in learning more about Union 
are invited to attend.

Registration will begin at 9:33 a.m. 
and the day’s festivities will conclude by 
3:30 p.m.

Senate drops prayer rider; 
Helms vows to try again

By Larry Chesser
WASHINGTON (BP)- A month-long 

Senate floor battle waged by New Right 
conservatives to take away the Supreme 
Court’s authority to decide school prayer 
cases failed after four unsuccessful ef
forts to end a filibuster against the 
measure.

Facing an early October adjournment 
as well as a Sept. 30 expiration of the cur
rent debt ceiling extension, the Senate 
voted to remove all amendments from 
the debt ceiling bill - including the 
school prayer rider sponsored by Sen. 
Jesse Helms - and then passed the bill.

The action apparently ended prospects 
for passage of school prayer legislation 
in this Congress, but Helms vowed to 
press his case in the next session of Con
gress which begins in January. In addi
tion, President Ronald Reagan’s pro
posed Constitutional amendment on 
school prayer is pending in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, but chances of 
floor action appear to be increasingly 
unlikely as Congress nears adjournment.

Helms’ school prayer and abortion 
amendments to the debt ceiling bill had 
tied up the Senate since mid-August. The 
floor situation had become what Majori
ty Leader Howard H. Baker Jr. des
cribed as a “legislative deadlock” with 
Helms never coming close to the 60 votes 
necessary to cut off debate and his op
ponents falling short on a vote to kill the 
prayer language as they had done earlier 
when the Senate voted to table Helms’ 
abortion rider.

After the final cloture vote failed by 
seven votes. Helms made a last try to 
preserve his language by asking the

Radio-TV commissioners approve 
$5.5-million budget, hear Draper

FORT WORTH. Tex.(BP)- Calling 
the ministry of the Radio and Television 
Commission “truly futuristic,” SBC 
President James T. Draper Jr. outlined 
his views on religious broadcasting for 
the agency’s trustees who met here to 
approve a record budget.

“The Radio and Television Commis
sion, for Southern Baptists, is our agenda 
for the future,” he said. "You are deal
ing with tomorrow today.”

During the meeting, trustees 
unanimously adopted a base budget of 
$5.5-million for fiscal 1982-83, which in
cludes $4.2-million from the Cooperative 
Program operating budget. A budget ad
dendum of $2.5-million in anticipated 
income will be used to develop TV pro
grams and finance satellite transmission 
of the programs for the American Chris-

World’s Fair 
prayer requests

This week pray . . .
—for the spiritual and physical 

health of PowerSource, as they 
perform daily at the Baptist 
Pavilion and elsewhere.

—for the Baptist Ministries 
workers as they share their faith 
with other World's Fair employees.

—for these choirs who will 
witness in song at the Baptist 
Pavilion: Oct. 2, First Baptist 
Church, Paducah, Ky.; and Oct. 4, 
Greenland Baptist Church, Corbin, 
Ky.

Senate to send the full bill back to com
mittee with instructions to bring it back 
to the floor with his language intact. But 
a motion by Sen. Barry Goldwater to kill 
Helms* motion prevailed 51-48. Then the 
Senate voted 79-16 to send the measure 
back to the Finance Committee with in
structions to remove all amendments, 
and passed a “clean” debt ceiling bill, 
50-41.

It was the “court-stripping” aspect of 
the Helms proposal that drew the 
strongest opposition from senators.

Sen. Paul Tsongas expressed concern 
over the precedent that would be 
established in such a removal of court 
jurisdiction.

“What next?” Tsongas asked during 
the debate. “Tomorrow why not 
preclude the Supreme Court from 
deciding freedom of speech cases, and 
maybe freedom of the press, or the right 
of people to peaceful assembly?”

On the subject of school prayer. Sen. 
Lowell P. Weicker charged that any time 
a school board or other civil authority’ 
“steps onto the field,” a merger between 
religion and government has begun. It is 
because such a merger has not occurred 
in the U.S., he said, that “religions have 
thrived here where they had no place to 
grow anywhere else in the world.”

For his part, Helms insisted Congress 
is within its bounds to limit or restrict 
jurisdiction of federal courts.

“It is quite all right with me for 
senators to oppose prayer in school,” he 
said, “but let them not pretend that there 
is any nefarious scheme afoot in trying to 
limit a runaway judiciary. I thought that 
is what we were elected to do.’’ 

tian Television Systems (ACTSI.
RTVC President Jimmy R. Allen told 

the trustees the additional income will 
come from commitments already made 
to the commission. The RTVC also is 
scheduled to receive 20 percent of the 
1982 Cooperative Program advance 
budget, the money given to the 
Cooperative Program in excess of its 
operating budget.

Another action by the board clarified 
that ACTS is an independent entity. The 
RTVC trustees agreed to offer ACTS up 
to 12 hours of daily programming at no 
cost to ACTS.

A new committee authorized by the 
board will determine if the RTVC needs 
to establish policies for handling con
troversies. Trustees suggested the in
creased exposure of the ACTS network 
might necessitate such guidelines.

“This is no restriction of the ad
ministration and no grievance with the 
administration,” explained South 
Carolina trustee John E. Roberts, who 
proposed the study. “We need to con
sider (the policy) now and not after a 
controversy comes about.”

Draper told the trustees the strength of 
RTVC broadcasting efforts is the em
phasis on local churches and absence of 
on-air appeals for money. But he said he 
had little argument with television 
evangelism.

“Personally, I do not think they are 
hurting any church that is doing 
anything,” he declared. But he predicted 
the pressure of television sports sensa
tionalism will soon lead many of the 
evangelists to extremes. “They are turn
ing to some things that we as Baptists 
can not accept,” he said.
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CLC to initiate emphases
alcohol educationon peace,

NASHVILLE (BP)- Development of 
initiatives on alcohol education and ac
tion, peace with justice, and improving 
the status of women in Southern Baptist 
life were approved by the Southern Bap
tist Christian Life Commission at its an
nual meeting in September.

Alcohol education and action in
itiatives include a workshop on drunk 
driving to press for action at local, state, 
and national levels; a 1984 conference at 
Glorieta, N.M., on alcohol education and 
action; and materials and programs de
signed to enlist associations and local 
churches in anti-drunk driving activities.

The commission asked the denomina
tional calendar committee to recom
mend to the Southern Baptist Convention 
a “Peace With Justice” Sunday, au
thorized the development of peace with 
justice resource materials for use by 
local churches, and approved plans for a 
1983 conference at Ridgecrest, N.C., on 
the theme.

The formation of a task force, which 
will include both men and women, will 
explore ways to extend women’s rights 
and responsibilities in local churches 
and throughout Southern Baptist life.

In other action, the commission ap
proved in principle a recommendation 
and a document of agreement concern
ing a proposed new Southern Baptist 
Convention building now under construc
tion and authorized the purchase of

* Citizen’s Corner *
By Jerry M. Self

Public affairs and Christian life 
consultant

In some parts of our nation, infants run 
a greater risk of death than the children 
of developing nations of Africa and the 
Far East.

According to Bread for the World, a 
hunger information organization, this 
problem is directly 
related to nutrition.
This year their “of
fering of letters” 
program is aimed at 
preventing hunger 
at home.
Every year Bread 

for the World en
courages an offer
ing of letters to go 
to Congress about
Thanksgiving time. The focus this year 
will be a resolution to be introduced in 
the new Congress after the first of the 
year. The “Preventing Hunger at 
Home” resolution calls for Congress to 
protect poor and hungry families from 
further cuts in programs which help pro
vide nutrition for their families.

The programs concerned are food 
stamps, the school lunch and breakfast 
program, summer food program, child 
care food, and elderly nutrition pro
gram.

The resolution will also ask that the 
Special Supplemental Food Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) be 
strengthened.

A group may organize a letter writing 
campaign which would have a signifi
cant impact on preventing hunger here 
in our own country. Short, to-the-point 
letters are the best. They should be ad
dressed to Tennessee’s senators in 
Washington, D.C. 20510, and your repre
sentative, Washington, D.C. 20515.

For more information write Bread for 
the World, 6411 Chillum Place, N.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20012. 

automated word processing and book
keeping equipment.

The trustees recommended the equip
ment be utilized to provide new and ex
panded research services in applied 
Christianity to Southern Baptist state 
editors and other denominational editors 
and leaders.

The members also approved a special 
one-day workshop on race relations; a 
1984 conference at Ridgecrest, N.C., on 
race relations; and the development of 
new materials on how Southern Baptists 
can relate to refugees and deal with im
migration problems. The go-ahead was 
also given for the development of audio
visual materials and additional printed 
resources on world hunger to be made 
available to local churches and for a 1983 
conference on world hunger concerns at 
Glorieta, N.M.

The members also voted to incor
porate the commission’s Moral Alert 
publication into Light, a journal of moral 
concerns, and approved a seven percent 
cost of living adjustment for the staff. In 
addition, they authorized the expansion 
of Light to a monthly publication which 
would include sections on world hunger, 
peace with justice, citizenship, and 
alcohol education and action.

Trustees adopted a $738,000 budget for 
1982-83, and elected David Matthews, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Green
ville, S.C., as chairman. Re-elected were 
Patsy Ayers of Sewanee, Tenn., vice
chairperson and David George, pastor of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, Nashville, 
secretary.

Texas Executive Board approves 
record $ ISO-million CP budget
DALLAS (BP)- A record $50-million 

Cooperative Program budget for mission 
causes in 1983 has been approved by the 
Executive Board of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, a 10.1 percent in
crease over the current 1982 budget of 
$45.4-million.

The largest allocation is $17.9-million 
for worldwide causes to support 
Southern Baptist home and foreign mis
sionaries, six seminaries, and several 
commissions. The $17.9-million repre
sents 35.9 percent of the budget, an in- 
crease of two tenths of a percent over the

Steve Davis ordained, 
called to Center Point

Center Point Baptist Church, 
Charleston, called Steve Davis to his 
first pastorate, a ministry he began in 
July.

At the request of the Center Point con
gregation, Davis was ordained Aug. 18 at 
Four Point Baptist Church, Cleveland, of 
which he is a former member. John Un
derwood, pastor of Hilltop Baptist 
Church in Ooltewah, spoke during the or
dination service.

Davis is a native of Cleveland.

Herman Jordan accepts 
West End pastorate

Herman Jordan accepted a call from 
West End Baptist Church, Athens, to 
come as its pastor.

Jordan, who began the position Aug. 
15, is a former pastor of Double Springs 
Baptist Church, Athens, and Hiwassee 
Union Baptist Church, Reliance.

A native of Grainger County, Jordan 
has served on a number of associational 
committees.

CAMP COUNSELORS — Eighty-six members of Green Hill Baptist Church, Mount 
Juliet, recently conducted day camps and concerts in eight Gatlinburg-area camp
grounds. The team worked with puppets, games, crafts, and music to present the 
Christian message in the resort area.

Cothen decries political tactics, 
reminds Baptists of other issues

By Norman Jameson
FORT WORTH, Tex.(BP)- Grady 

Cothen, president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, delivered a personal 
emancipation proclamation and political 
statement to the president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention at dedica
tion services for the newest Baptist Book 
Store Sept. 14.

While theological orthodoxy is “in
finitely important” there is more to it 
than believing the Bible, Cothen told 200 
people at the dedication banquet on the

35.7 percent in this year’s budget.
The second largest is more than 

$15.8-million for the eight Texas Baptist 
colleges and universities and one 
academy.

The proposed budget, which will be 
considered in November at the BGCT an
nual meeting in Corpus Christi, Tex., 
allocates more than $6-million for Texas 
mission causes and $4.9-million for eight 
Baptist hospitals, four children’s homes, 
and five homes for the aging.

The remainder covers general opera
tion of the convention and Executive 
Board areas which service programs 
throughout Southern Baptist churches 
and agencies in Texas. Since 1975 the 
BGCT Cooperative Program budget has 
more than doubled from $20- to 
$50-million. The board also went on 
record supporting Proposition 2 for the 
upcoming Texas November election 
which would raise the amount of funds 
available for Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children. Phil Strickland, 
director of the Texas Baptist Christian 
Life Commission, said the ceiling has not 
been raised in Texas since 1969 and the 
state is 49th in the nation in the amount of 
funds provided AFDC recipients.

The board also heard a report concern
ing the financial condition of Dallas Bap
tist College, which received a $500,000 
gift and a $2.5-million, 10-year loan from 
the BGCT after meeting a requirement 
to raise $3-million in pledges for endow
ment.

By using the BGCT funds and other 
cash accumulations for debt retirement, 
the long range effect on available cash 
reserves indicate an increase in 
available cash funds through 1987 of 
$1 8-million for the university. 

campus of Southwestern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. Belief in the Bible is 
“paramount” but there are issues on the 
other side of orthodoxy, including soul 
competency of the believer, free exer
cise of democracy, and equal participa
tion in a free church in a free state, he 
pointed out.

Soul competency includes freedom 
from coercion, Cothen said. Looking at 
Southern Baptist Convention President 
James T. Draper Jr. seated beside him, 
Cothen said he suspected Draper has 
been subjected to intense persuasion ef
forts since he was elected in June.

Evidently still upset over hardball 
political tactics appearing in Southern 
Baptist life for the first time. Cothen said 
at the New Orleans meeting of the SBC 
last summer, “We almost gave up the 
idea of having messengers in favor of 
delegates - the instructed ones.”

Criticized with other SBC executives 
by one publication for voting “against 
the majority” on a number of resolutions 
that reversed long-standing Baptist posi
tions, Cothen said, “My bones trembled 
inside me and I thought if the direction of 
the SBC changes with every resolution 
we will have total and abysmal chaos in 
five years.”

In effect declaring himself free from 
the restraints denominational office 
places on personal expression. Cothen 
said, “I’m about to retire so I say what I 
think. If they want to retire me early, 
that’s all right too.”

If there is not equal participation in a 
church, if the pastor is a ruling autocrat, 
the membership dies for lack of spiritual 
exercise. Cothen said. “Autocracy may 
get things done, but it won’t grow 
saints,” he said.

Cothen emphasized the importance of 
a free church in a free state and said 
Southern Baptists “may be the last bas
tion of hope” to keep the church and 
religion in their proper spheres. “It 
frightens the daylights out of me” that a 
White House staff person admitted try
ing to influence the resolution process at 
the New Orleans annual meeting, he 
said.

“I distrust religious decisions by politi
cians as much as I distrust political deci
sions by religious professionals,” Cothen 
added.

Cothen referred to the bookstore by 
saying: “Let there never come a day in 
Baptist life when we try to tell one 
another what to read; or come a day 
when we pile books together and burn 
them because we’re afraid of error.”
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Draper says SBC president 
needs appointive power

Brown, Fowler to write lessons

NASHVILLE (BP) - The president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention should 
retaiir‘‘all of the discretion and initiative 
of the office.” current SBC President 
James T. Draper Jr. says.

Draper, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Euless, Tex., expressed his views of 
the use of presidential power at the 
September meeting of the SBC Ex
ecutive Committee.

After saying he believes “God wanted 
me to be president of the Southern Bap
tist Convention,” Draper commented on 
a plan to “depoliticize” the convention, 
which was presented to him in August. 
The plan, devised by a group of conven
tion “moderates,” would have required 
the president to give up the only real 
power a convention president possesses: 
the power to appoint key denominational 
committees.

The Texas pastor noted that the pro
posal - which included a bylaw change 
- “would reduce and virtually eliminate 
the appointive and discretionary powers 
of the presidency. I felt I had to reject 
that proposal.

“I believe the discretionary power of 
the president is a safeguard for the SBC 
and it keeps us from becoming purely 
bureaucratic and parochial in attitude. It 
is a very vital and Baptistic part of our 
Southern Baptist life,” he said.

He added the “very cornerstone of 
Baptist heritage” is voluntary coopera
tion, which he believes “is good for 
everyone. I am going to do many things 
that have been suggested.... I’m going 
to do them because I choose to do them 
because I think they are best to do rather 
than because I have to do them. That is 
the approach I am going to take.”

The proposal was presented by a group 
headed by Cecil Sherman, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Asheville, N.C., and in
cluding Bill Sherman, pastor of Wood
mont Baptist Church of Nashville, and 
Ed Perry, pastor emeritus of Broadway 
Baptist Church of Louisville, Ky.

Draper said: “We did not agree, but I 
am glad we met. I respect them. They

Medical premiums 
to increase 25%

DALLAS (BP)- Southern Baptist 
ministers and church employees are fac
ing an increase in medical premiums 
next year according to officials of the 
Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

According to Annuity Board insurance 
advisors, premiums will be increased 25 
percent in order to maintain the present 
benefit package for participants in the 
church plan.

“Thus far we have paid $16.3-million in 
1982 medical claims, an increase of 
$4-million over 1981,” said John Dudley, 
director of the Annuity Board’s insur
ance services department. “When you 
add the inflation factor, the medical cost 
factor (which increased 12.5 percent last 
year) and the administrative cost factor 
- we do not feel a 25 percent increase in 
unreasonable.”

Dudley said the increase for partici
pants in the Southern Baptist package 
will not be as much as they might have 
been. He added some insurance com
panies are increasing premiums by 40, 
50, and 60 percent.

“We want to keep our cost as low as 
possible, but at the same time we cannot 
sustain big losses,” Dudley said. Church 
insurance program, disability, and life 
rates will remain the same for 1983. 
Medical increases will become effective 
Jan. 1.

are men of conviction. We happen to 
disagree. Because we disagree does not 
mean I’m right and they’re wrong. It just 
means that I am president and they are 
not.”

He said, however, that he does not care 
if he is re-elected at the 1983 annual 
meeting. “Nothing I do is going to be* 
geared to getting me votes in Pitts
burgh ; nothing I do is going to be geared 
to keep someone from running against 
me in Pittsburgh. That is not an issue.”

One of the reasons he says he feels the 
president should retain his power is that 
“more people elect the president than 
elect executive secretaries. The people 
do get involved in that process. Ex
ecutives of most state conventions and 
boards and agencies are elected by 
trustees rather than by direct election.

The appearance at the 67-member Ex
ecutive Committee marked Draper’s 
100th day in office, a post to which he was 
elected at the June meeting of the 
13.8-million-member denomination, an 
election marked by bitter factionalism 
between groups within the denomina
tion.

“These are very crucial times for 
Southern Baptists.” Draper said. “There 
have been lots of presidents who have 
been elected with no more margin than I 
was elected by, but there have been 
perhaps none that have been elected with 
that margin that had such hostility....”

The factionalism, he added, is deep, 
and noted “everyone thinks they are 
mainstream Southern Baptists.”

Draper told committee members he is 
concerned about the division, noting: 
“There is a growing spirit of concern 
across our convention and if we are not 
careful those of us who are in positions of 
leadership are going to kill the goose that 
laid the golden egg. There is a growing 
concern about unity; there is a growing 
concern about missions, and about evan
gelism.

“The laymen of the SBC are sick of the 
controversy. They view it as a preacher 
fight, as a power struggle and two groups 
who have polarized in this matter.”

He referred to the controversy as a 
“vicious cycle,” and noted, “Only a fool 
loves to fight and I do not believe any of 
us are that foolish.”

In his maiden address to the commit
tee, Draper said Southern Baptists are 
going to have to deal with some issues 
“we have not been willing to face. I think 
we are going to have to deal with world 
peace. I think somehow Southern Bap
tists are going to have to be a bigger part 
of the push toward peace in the world.”

He added he believes the denomination 
also should deal with issues of poverty 
and hunger.

Union alumni chapter 
to meet in Brentwood

Union University alumni and their 
spouses from middle Tennessee will 
gather in Brentwood, Oct. 5 for their fall 
chapter meeting.

The Dutch treat meal will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in the dining room of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention building.

Administrators from the Jackson col
lege and area alumni will participate on 
the program.

World's Fair Rental
One 2 bedrooms, kitchen, bath $30 per 
night; one 2 bedrooms, kitchen, living 
room, bath $40 per night. Each has 
A/C. T’/j miles from Fair; one-half 
block to city bus. Ron Hutchens, (615) 
922-8148.

Two new writers have been selected to 
write Sunday School lesson commen
taries for the Baptist and Reflector dur
ing the fall quarter.

Ronald K. Brown, associate pastor of 
First Baptist Church. Columbia, will 
write the Bible Book Series commentary 
and Ray E. Fowler, pastor of Highland 
Heights Baptist Church, Memphis, will 
write the Life and Work Series commen
tary. Commentaries by both writers

Religion faculties 
meet in Brentwood

At the first meeting of its kind, faculty 
members from the religion and philoso
phy departments of Tennessee Baptist 
colleges met in Brentwood Sept. 13-14 to 
discuss mutual concerns and share 
ideas.

Participants expressed a common con
cern that the schools work to build a 
healthy relationship with Tennessee 
Baptists, according to Jerry Self, public 
affairs and Christian life consultant for 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The 
faculty members also noted the religion 
departments of the TBC schools con
stitute a pool of Biblical expertise 
available to churches and institutions of 
the state.

The group also pointed out that 
students at the Baptist colleges need to 
be aware of what Baptists are doing to 
influence society in the area of ethical 
issues, according to Self, whose office 
helped sponsor the meeting.

Interest was expressed in making the 
meeting an annual event.

Participants included Paul Brewer. 
Bob Shurden. Carolyn Blevins, Clarence 
Watson, Don Gamer, Don Olive, and 
Ircel Harrison from Carson-Newman 
College. Jefferson City; and John 
Tullock, Bob Byrd. Ben Curtis, and 
Clyde Cutrer from Belmont College. 
Nashville. Faculty members from Union 
University. Jackson, had planned to at
tend but had to cancel due to conflicts.

Nathan Holloway called 
as pastor at Ramah

Nathan Holloway accepted his first 
pastorate at Ramah Baptist Church, 
Leoma, in response to a call from the 
congregation.

Holloway, who began the position in 
July, served as an evangelist and supply 
pastor before accepting the Ramah pul
pit.

A native of Maury County. Holloway 
has attended Columbia State Community 
College. Columbia.

The Congregation of 
First Baptist Church 

New Tazewell, Tennessee 
Invites

All Former Pastors, Former Members 
and Friends

to Attend Their
88th Anniversary and Homecoming 

October 10, 1982
11 a.m. Morning Worship, Rev. Willie Newman, Bryson City, NC.

12 Noon........ Dinner on the Grounds
Afternoon........... Inspirational Singing

2:30 p.m. Rev. Charles Earl, First Baptist Church, Loudon, Tenn. 
Rev. James R. Loy, Pastor Swann Whitaker, Minister of Music

begin in this issue of the Baptist and 
Reflector.

Brown, associate pastor in Columbia 
since 1979, was born in Monroe, Mich. 
Before accepting his present position, he 
was associate minister for education and 
administration at First Baptist Church, 
Madison. Earlier he had served as 
pastor of churches in Kentucky. 
Michigan, and Tennessee, and as assis
tant pastor of First Baptist Church. Win
chester.

Active in Tennessee Baptist life. 
Brown has served on the Resolutions 
Committee of the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention and as clerk of the Maury Bap
tist Association. A graduate of Eastern 
Michigan University, Ypsilanti, and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., he also attended Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City.

Fowler has been pastor of Highland 
Heights Baptist Church since 1980. 
Before that he was pastor of White Oak 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga, for 13 
years. Earlier he was pastor of Ivy 
Memorial Baptist Church, Nashville: 
North Springfield Baptist Church. 
Springfield; and Pioneer Baptist 
Church, Harrodsburg. Ky.

The Georgia native has served as vice- 
president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference, vice-president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Executive Board, 
and trustee chairman of the Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s Homes. He is a 
graduate of Georgetown College. 
Georgetown, Ky.; and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. Ky.

Fate Wilson returns 
to Gum Spring pulpit

Fate Wilson returned to the pastorate 
of Gum Spring Baptist Church. Walling, 
in response to a call from the congrega
tion.

Wilson, who previously led the church 
for 10 years, came Aug. 22 from the 
pastorate of Midway Baptist Church. 
Cookeville. He is a former pastor of Pond 
Grove Baptist Church. Rockwood; 
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. Sparta; 
and Quebeck Baptist Church, Quebeck.

A native of Sparta, Wilson is a former 
chairman of the missions committee and 
moderator of Union Baptist Association.
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McMinn-Meigs Baptists construct 
church building in South Dakota

Volunteers from McMinn-Meigs Bap
tist Association last month constructed a 
new facility for First Westside Baptist 
Church. Rapid City. S.D.

The church, which is led by a former 
McMinn-Meigs pastor, Ray Maynard, 
hosted 66 Tennesseans who completed 
most of the building in a two-week 
period. When finished, the church will 
have a sanctuary seating 220, several 
classrooms, and a fellowship hall.

“We’ve kept in touch with Ray.’’ Ted 
Davis, McMinn-Meigs director of mis
sions, said of the former East Niota Bap
tist Church pastor. “When he was ready 
to build, we told him we would help out. 
It is a missions project for us.”

When Maynard went to Rapid City in 
January 1980, there were already three 
Southern Baptist churches, but First 
Westside was to be the only one in the 
western part of the city. The congrega
tion originally met in a junior high school, 
but most recently shared facilities with a 
Seventh-Day Adventist Church.

Two years ago, the church purchased 
over two acres of land for a new building 
site. The $120,000 project is being fi-

Coleman assumes duties 
in Cambria pastorate

Larry Coleman assumed duties in July 
as pastor of Cambria Baptist Church, 
Etowah, in response to a call from the 
congregation.

Coleman, a native of Panama, is a 
former pastor of Valley Road Baptist 
Church, Athens, and Mount Harmony 
Baptist Church, Tellico Plains.

Enjoy 'Fair In Smokies
Quiet spacious 5-bedroom mountain 

lodge on river in Townsend, Tenn. 
Sleeps 12. reduced rates. 40 mins, to 
World's Fair. Call George Waters, 
615-983-0816. Also country cottage, 
sleeps 6. 8 mi. to Fair.

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and Reflector. If a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here: 
m 11 i i 11 rm

Address all requests to:
Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 347 

Brentwood, TN 37027

Nome____________________________________  
Please Print

Address__________________ ________________

City_____ _______ __ _______________________ _

Stole, _____________ Zip 

nanced through the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, and the McMinn- 
Meigs association is contributing $20,000.

When the Tennessee volunteers ar
rived, the basement foundation of the 
34-by-94-foot frame for the building was 
already laid. The men erected most of 
the building, but the placement of win
dows, siding, and Sheetrock remained 
uncompleted.

The group was comprised of ministers, 
carpenters, electricians, plumbers, and 
others willing to help. In addition to their 
number, eight women from the Athens
based association accompanied the men 
to conduct Rapid City training sessions 
for Bible study leaders in the Dakotas, 
Montana, and Wyoming.

Alton Prather accepts 
Liberty Hill pulpit

Alton Prather accepted a call to the 
pastorate of Liberty Hill Baptist Church, 
McKenzie, a ministry he began in 
August.

Prather was previously pastor of 
Union Grove Baptist Church, McKenzie; 
Spring Creek Baptist Church, Spring 
Creek; Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 
Greenfield; and Poplar Springs Baptist 
Church, Milan.

A native of Atwood, Prather has at
tended Union University, Jackson.

Correction
An article in the Sept. 15 edition 

of the Baptist and Reflector enti
tled “Hornsby Baptists call 
Thomason as pastor” contained 
some incorrect information. The 
article should have read that Joe 
Thomason is a former pastor of 
Delaplaine Baptist Church, Del
aplaine, Ark., and Robbs Chapel 
Baptist Church in Paragould, Ark., 
of which he is a native.

We regret any inconvenience 
caused by the error.

* Bluebird Bus for Sale
Bus has 63,000 miles, 5-speed 

new engine with less than 5,000 
miles. Michelin tires, A/C, AM/FM 
stereo cassette. Excellent condi
tion. New propane conversion kit. 
Can be seen at Nashville Metro 
Airport. Price $15,000.

Dale Cotten — 615-361-1111

FACULTY POSITION — COMPUTER SCIENCE
RESPONSIBILITIES: Supervision and coordination of the major and minor programs in 
Business Information Processing. Requires teaching a variety of program languages 
(COBOL, RPG, BASIC) and courses such as: Systems Analysis and Design, Computer 
Operations, Data Based Systems and other applications courses. Consultation and advise
ment regarding university computer operations.
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE: Master's Degree in Computer Science or related 
technical field and teaching and/or practical experience in Computer Science or Business 
Information Processing.
APPOINTMENT DATE: Negotiable
CLOSING DATE: December 1, 1982.
SALARY AND RANK: Salary competitive, dependent on qualifications and experience.
HOW TO APPLY: Dr. David Knight, Dean

College of Applied Arts and Sciences
Wayland Baptist University
Plainview, Texas 79072-6998

Phone: (806) 296-5521
An application or nomination should be in writing to be considered. It should contain a 
resume of personal, educational, denominational and professional background and ex
periences: evidences of participation in organizations and community involvement: record 
of both church and professional growth, activity, and leadership roles; official transcripts; 
a list of reference sources; and a reason for applying for this position.
Wayland Baptist University is a four year liberal arts, sciences, and selected professional 
and graduate studies institution related to the Southern Baptist Convention with a distinc
tive Christian Emphasis, located on the High Plains south of Amarillo and north of Lubbock.

CHURCHES...
Santa Fe Baptist Church, Santa Fe, 

celebrated the 100th year of its organiza
tion Sept. 23, one of several events the 
church has held this year in conjunction 
with the centennial. J. Lowell Knupp is 
the pastor of the church.

Midway Baptist Church, Dyer, is cur
rently involved in a building program, 
which includes the construction of a fel
lowship hall and the installation of a bap
tistry. The pastor of the church is Marlon 
Stephens.

REVIVAL
PRAYER REQUESTS...

Gillespie Avenue Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will be led in revival Oct. 3-8 
by F. M. Dowell, former director of 
evangelism for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. The pastor of the church is 
Robert R. Sharp.

Evangelist Jack Custer will lead 
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Lebanon, in 
revival services beginning Oct. 3. The 
revival schedule will include Sunday ser
vices and 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. daily ser
vices. James Hutchings is the pastor of 
the church.

Ivy Memorial Baptist Church, Nash
ville, will have a week of revival services 
Oct. 3-9. Hayden Center, pastor of 
Walker Memorial Baptist Church, 
Franklin, will be the evangelist for the 11 
a.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. daily 
services. Harlan B. Williams is the 
pastor of the church.

LEADERSHIP...
First Baptist Church, Obion, called 

Fred Murphy of Dyersburg as its 
minister of music and youth. The pastor 
of the church is Otis L. Hinton.

Richard H. “Rick” Sharp accepted a 
call from Leaclair Baptist Church, Mem
phis, to come as its minister of music and 
youth. Sharp is a former member of 
Broadmoor Baptist Church, Memphis, 
where he was ordained into the ministry 
Sept. 5. William George is the pastor at 
Leaclair.

Mount Harmony Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, called David Ferguson as 
minister of youth. Ferguson is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, and the University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville, where he is cur
rently enrolled in the doctoral program. 
The pastor of the church is John R. Lane.

David Burris resigned as pastor of 
Denton Baptist Church, Cosby. Burris’ 
last service at the church was Sept. 5.

Forest Hill Baptist Church, Parrotts
ville, accepted the recent resignation of 
its pastor, David Tabor.

Dennis R. Plank resigned as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Madison, to accept 
the pastorate of Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Henderson, Ky. Plank begins 
the Kentucky ministry Oct. 17.

Mannings Chapel Baptist Church, 
Newport, accepted the resignation of 
Pastor Jimmy Myers.

PEOPLE...
First Baptist Church, Crossville, or

dained Powell Garrison Jr., Doug 
Hoskins, Randy Moseley, and Craig 
Williams as deacons during a Sept. 19 
service. Gerald Naylor is the church’s in
terim pastor.

Joey Chappell, Mike Walton, and Jim 
Weaver were ordained Aug. 29 as 
deacons of Old Beverly Baptist Church, 
Knoxville. The pastor of the church is 
Bob Griffin.

East Commerce Baptist Church, 
Lewisburg, recently ordained Harvey 
Allison into its deacon ministry. Carl 
Price is the church’s pastor.

Ed Casteel accepts 
Riceville pulpit

Ed Casteel accepted a call from South 
Liberty Baptist Church, Riceville, a 
ministry he began Aug. 4.

Casteel was previously pastor of the 
West End, Rocky Mount, and New Hope- 
well Baptist churches, all of Athens; 
East View Baptist Church, Etowah; 
Calvary Baptist Church, Decatur; and 
Manilla Chapel Baptist Church, Engle
wood.

A native of McMinn County, Casteel 
has served as chairman of the finance 
committee and as a member of the ex
ecutive board for the McMinn-Meigs 
Baptist Association.

PEW CUSHIONS
Master J
Crafted \ // With

XC Loving Care

Call or write tor specifications 
and price list.

NASHVILLE UPHOLSTERING CO.
2301 12th Ave. So.. Nashville, Tn. 37204 

Phone 615-269-9628
also-pews upholstered or reupholstered
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TENNESSEE BAPTIST

Children’s
Homes bre^°d

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/TREASURER 
EVANS B. BOWEN

A LABOR OF LOVE
Tennessee Baptists Child Care Ministry through the Tennessee 

Baptist Children's Homes, Inc. is truly a labor of love. It is Tennessee 
Baptists responding to the commands of Christ by expressing love to 
dependent and neglected children in intangible and tangible ways. It 
is expressing that intangible love through the relationship between 
staff and children. Everytime a houseparent hugs a child, gives an 
encouraging word, a tender smile, sometimes just the touch of a 
hand. Sometimes just being there to listen, a Social Worker ex
presses love. A Superintendent in stopping to talk to a child on a 
walkway is expresing love.

But love is expressed in tangible ways also. Every article of 
clothing is an expression of love. The Buildings that house our 
children, the very campus that provides them with a place to live, the

We continue to 
give thanks for the 
support of Ten
nessee Baptists for 
their Child Care 
Ministry through 
Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes, 
Inc. This is truly an 
evidence of the 
blessings of God

food they eat, all are tangible expressions of love. All of these would be absent 
without the support of Tennessee Baptists. Support TBCH prayerfully and financially.

BRAINERD BAPTIST CHURCH' 
WMU GIVES PICNIC

FOR CHATTANOOGA HOME
upon our work. EVANS B. BOWEN

On our campuses across the state the 
children have started back to school and 
the full fall schedule is under way. It is a 
busy time indeed for our staff and for 
our children. We know that you will pray 
for each of our children that they might 
have a good and productive school year. 
We want each one of our boys and girls 
to do well.

HONOR AND 
MEMORIAL 

GIFTS
| MEMORIAL AND HONOR FORM—Please 
1 fill in and mail with your contribution

Date_____________________________

• Name of Deceased______________________

• Nome of Honored________________________  

| Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

। Full Name____________________________  

। Street ___________________________________  

। City and State_____________________________

| Donor is: 

| Name________ '__________________________  

| Street___________________________________

। City and State_____________________________  

Mail to
| Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
| P. O. Box 347
| Brentwood, Tennessee 37027

As I stated last month, a represen
tative of our Children's Homes will be at
tending Annual Associational Meetings, 
in those associations who have invited 
us. We look forward each year to this 
opportunity of sharing what we are do-
ing in ministering to children, with Ten
nessee Baptists across the state. When 
you see and hear a Children's Homes 
representative in your annual Associa
tional meeting, meet him, get ac
quainted with him, he will be happy to 
talk with you and answer any questions 
you might have.

If you desire to visit one of the cam
puses, telephone or write the super
intendent of that campus so that he 
might insure that someone is ready to 
show you around the campus. We have 
many groups visiting our campuses and 
Tennessee Baptists are always welcome 
to see what their Child Care Ministry is 
doing.

Continue to pray for Tennessee Bap
tist Children's Homes, Inc., continue to 
pray that God will continue to bless our 
ministry. Thank you for sharing your 
heart with children.

Pictured above are some of the ladies of the BRAINERD Church of Chattanooga 
WMU who gave the picnic for the children on the Chattanooga campus.

OUR CAMPUSES GIVE 
PERSONAL CHILD CARE

HEALTH
Good health for each child is a major 

priority. Well balanced meals, clean at
tractive housing, adequate clothing, ex
cellent medical and dental care, and 
programmed recreation are all a part of 
maturing a healthy personality.
SPIRITUAL

Children are nurtured in an environ
ment which promotes personal faith in 
Christ through regular church atten
dance, Bible reading, cottage family 
devotionals and staff modeling.
EDUCATION

Children attend the local public 
schools. They participate in extra
curricular activities, sometimes excel
ling both in academics and sports. Any 
necessary extra tutoring is provided.
TENURE

Children may remain on campus 
through High School. TBCH continues to 
support the children through College- 
Trade School-or until they are gainfully 
employed.

TBCH PURPOSE
The objective of TBCH is redemptive, 

seeking to restore the child's faith in 
himself, in others and primarily in God 
and to lead him to faith in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. In the Program state
ment of the Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes, Inc. the purpose is stated: "To 
provide homes for orphaned and home
less children, and to develop in the 
name of Jesus the physical, intellectual 
and spiritual growth of the child com
mitted to its care."

The purpose is fulfilled through the 
ministry of our four campuses, the 
satellite home and the central office, as 
the services of group care, adoptive 
care, foster care, mother's aid, counsel
ing, continuing education, emergency 
shelter, crises intervention, referral, 
and maternity care are carried out.

The children and staff of our Chattanoga Home are pictured enjoying the good 
food at the annual picnic given for children and staff, by the ladies of the WMU of 
the Brainerd Baptist Church of Chattanooga.

YOU CAN MAKE
THE DIFFERENCE

When we look at the vastness of what 
God is doing, and see all around us so 
many needs, we have the tendency to 
feel that our contribution is so small and 
insignificant. But what we fail to realize 
is that our contribution, however large 
or small, added to those of others might 
just be the one that makes the diffe
rence in whether a ministry is fulfilling 
its ministry or not. Your gift might be the 
one that determines whether God's Will 
is done in the life of a child. Your gift 
might be the one to determine if a child 
is cared for or turned away.

There are so many ways you can give. 
You can give through ii dividual gifts. 
One can make a lasting contribution to 
the Child Care Ministry through a pro
perly administered Will including Ten
nessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc. in 
whole or part, as beneficiary. Assis
tance in giving this way is available 
through the TBCH Central Office or the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation. These 
are but a few.
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 3

Praise for God's comfort
By Ronald K. Brown, associate pastor 

First Baptist Church, Columbia
Basic Passage: 2 Corinthians 1:1-11
Focal Passage: 2 Corinthians 1:1-11

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 3

God reaffirms His promise
By Don H. Olive, associate professor of philosophy 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City

There is a story about two shoe 
salesmen who were sent by their respec
tive companies to a south sea island. 
Upon arriving, one salesman wired his 
impression: “There is no need wasting 
time here. These people don’t wear 
shoes.’’ The other 
salesman wired his 
employer: “Rush all 
the shoes you can 
lay your hands on. 
Every person on 
this island needs a 
pair.’’
There were two 

men. one situation, 
and two perspec
tives. The perspeC- Brown 
tive depended on how each man chose to 
view the situation. Each saw what he 
wanted to see.

Such is a parable of life. So much of 
what we do depends on how we perceive 
the circumstances that mesh together to 
make up life. Looking on the surface with 
eyes of flesh, we are confronted with 
some hopeless situations. However, look
ing deeply with eyes of faith, we discover 
hope and opportunity to share in the 
blessings of God.

In this letter to the Corinthian Chris
tians, Paul departed from his usual prac
tice of expressing thanksgiving to God 
for his readers. Instead Paul blesses God 
for the comfort he has provided in his 
own sufferings for Christ. In the verses 
that follow he dwells on the fact of com
fort more than on the fact of suffering, 
though both points of view are valid. For 
this moment Paul chose to emphasize 
the more positive perspective.

There is an interesting parallel in this 
passage between the reasons for suffer
ing and the causes of comfort.

Suffering resulted from the reaction by 
others to Paul’s faithful relationship to 
God in Jesus Christ. Comfort was found 
in Paul’s faithful relationship to God in 
Jesus Christ (v. 3).

Suffering resulted from Paul’s per
sonal commitment to fulfilling the com
mission of Christ in his own life. Comfort 
was found in Paul’s knowledge that he 
was being faithful to the commission of 
Christ in his own life (vv. 5-6).

Suffering resulted from Paul’s iden
tification with and ministry to the people 
of God. Comfort was found in the support 
which Paul felt from his partnership 
with other people of God (vv. 6-7, 11).

In each case the apostle could testify 
that the comfort he experienced was far 
more abundant than the suffering he en
dured. That perspective attested to the 
ability of God to provide in the time of 
need.

However, the passage offers some 
other insights on how all of life’s ex
periences can be positive and profitable, 
regardless of whether those experiences 
are good (comfort) or bad (suffering).

Life’s experiences can draw us 
c’oser to God

The Old Testament Hebrew mind-set 
made God the cause behind all things. 
Hence, God is credited not only with the 
good creation, but also with hardening 
the pharaoh’s heart and causing an evil 
spirit to torment Saul.

While we may oppose the notion that 
God caused a person to reject Him or 
sent an evil spirit to possess another, 

perhaps there is a valuable lesson to be 
learned from the Hebrew thought. God is 
to be sought in all things. Even if He is 
not the cause, He is the presence which is 
to be encountered.

There is a tendency on our part to cry 
out to God when we are “under great 
pressure, far beyond our ability to en
dure, so that we despair even of life” (v. 
8). And so we should. God is interested in 
what happens to us and with us. He offers 
His comfort and strength to encourage 
and support us. Thus, pressqre-filled ex
periences can draw us closer to Him.

God is also to be encountered on the 
happy, comfortable times of life. He is as 
much Lord when things are going well as 
when things are going badly. He is to be 
praised in the joyous and positive ex
periences as the God from whom all 
blessings flow.
Life’s experiences equip us for ministry

The apostle indicates that both the 
distressful experiences that flowed over 
into life and the comforting experiences 
that overflowed from his life were able to 
benefit others. Through them he became 
equipped to minister.

The sufferings of Paul were reflected 
to his commitment to Christ. These 
distressful experiences developed from 
his deeply rooted interest in the well
being of others. For that reason Paul did 
not begrudge the unpleasant experi
ences. Through them he grew as a ser
vant better prepared to render service to 
others.

By the same token, the comfort of God, 
which Paul knew, also had significance 
for others. The blessings he received 
would be productive and instructive to 
his fellow believers. He would become a 
source of encouragement to others in 
their growth in faith and hope. In turn, 
they could become channels of blessing 
to others.

Life’s experiences encourage 
partnerships of prayer

There is a special joy in knowing that 
you are included in someone else’s 
prayers. It is encouraging in times of suf
fering when others lift you and your 
burden up before the Lord, asking for His 
intervention. It also is encouraging when 
others offer thanksgiving because they 
are excited about the blessings that have 
entered your life.

Prayer has a way of bringing persons 
into a most intimate partnership. It is not 
always easy to share some of life’s dif
ficult experiences with others, asking for 
their intercession of prayer. When we 
feel the freedom to do so, it says we trust 
the people involved and have confidence 
in their ability to come before the Lord. 
On the other hand, our willingness to 
hear the concerns of others and include 
them in our conversations with God is an 
indication of compassion - a worthy 
characteristic of one in Christ.

The Corinthian Christians’ interces
sion contributed to Paul’s deliverance.

Where God has acted, where blessings 
have come, thanksgiving is to be ex
pressed. We may hesitate to share our 
blessings for fear of sounding boastful. 
However, others need to know that God 
is active and that He does respond to the 
prayers rendered. Praise and thanksgiv
ing for His “gracious favor granted us in 
answer to the prayers of many” (v. 11) is 
most appropriate.

Basic Passage: Exodus 3:1 to 6:13 
Focal Passages: Exodus 5:22 to 6:9, 13

At Joseph’s death the families of Jacob 
found themselves in a strange land. 
There arose a pharaoh who did not know 
Joseph. The people of Israel, promised a 
land and an identity, became a slave peo
ple.

Against this background, the book of 
Exodus began. Exodus is the “gospel” of 
the Old Testament, 
that is, it is the good 
news of God’s deliv
erance. It is the 
record of the salva
tion events of Israel, 
as Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John are 
in the New Testa
ment. And as the 
New Testament gos
pels record that God olive 
carried out His redemptive work in spite 
of the misgivings and shortcomings of 
the very people who were redeemed, so 
it is in the book of Exodus.

God’s actions in reaffirming His prom
ises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were 
understandably opposed by the pharaoh. 
He would lose an invaluable supply of 
cheap labor. To this day the greatest op
position comes when values and morals 
are pressed into the economic arena. 
This we can understand. We can under
stand pharaoh’s opposition.

What we do not understand so well, 
could not predict, and would never an
ticipate is the opposition on the part of 
the slaves. Love for chains is still a puz
zle, but it is the maddening reality of 
bondage and sin. Sin not only binds; it 
makes bondage desired. This double 
bondage is abundantly clear in the 
events of the Exodus deliverance and in 
the New Testament.

Moses’ opposition
Moses’ resistance to the call of God on 

the slopes of Sinai is strictly understand
able in terms of his own personal situa
tion. Fear of prosecution in Egypt, 
misplaced humility;, and satisfaction 
with his life as it was may all have been a 
part of Moses’ excuse making. But once 
the issue was forced and Moses was 
caught up in the flood of the events of 
deliverance, his continued opposition is 
not so easily understood, except as a part 
of mankind’s perverse resistance to be
ing set free.

When deliverance was not immediate, 
Moses complained and accused (5:22-23). 
He complained that God had “so evil 
entreated this people.” Certainly the 
process of deliverance had caused addi
tional suffering for the people of Israel. 
They had to collect their own straw for 
brickmaking. The burden was heavy; 
the task onerous. On behalf of the people, 
Moses was angry with God and wanted to 
resign the position of leader.

But whoever told Moses deliverance is 
painless? The pain of deliverance re
sides in the fact that God’s deliverance 
touches more areas of life than the slave 
really wants, for with the freeing comes 
a cutting loose. When God delivers from 
some burdensome aspect of life, he also 
touches other aspects - attitudes, pre
judices, and concerns. His liberation 
costs more than most are willing to bear. 
And so it seems it was with Moses.

The accusations made by Moses were 
equally unbecoming to him. for he ac
cused God of lying and being unable to 
deliver the people: “Neither hast thou 
delivered thy people at all” (v. 23).

Again, an attitude surfaced that reveals 
the essence of the love of bondage. Moses 
expressed his absolute impatience with 
God’s way and God’s timetable. The op
position to deliverance comes because 
the slave has to have his own way.

In the drama of deliverance in the New 
Testament, Judas was speaking for all 
men when he upbraided Christ over 
allowing the woman to waste the pre
cious ointment. Judas had a better way 
to do things, he thought. Sin always has 
been and always will be the substitution 
of human will for God’s will. There is a 
great pride that insists that we know bet
ter than God how our lives ought to be 
conducted, even when it comes to being 
delivered.

The people’s opposition
Only a slight reading between the lines 

and an awareness of later events are 
necessary to catch the people’s opposi
tion to God’s acts of deliverance.JJod’s 
response to Moses’ complaint was a reaf
firmation of the covenant with Abraham 
and a restatement of His intention to 
deliver Israel from bondage and give 
them the land of Canaan. He gave a 
message to Moses for Israel: “I will 
bring you out; I will take you' into the 
land; I will be your God; I am the Lord” 
(6:6-8).

But these were not words of encour
agement. When Israel heard them, “they 
hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of 
spirit, and for cruel bondage” (v. 9). 
After deliverance, the people would peti
tion to be allowed to return to Egypt, just 
as now, before they are freed, they want 
no part of the deliverance. The im
mediate problems of deliverance weighed 
so heavily that freedom did not seem 
worth the risk. Present troubles 
destroyed all willingness to adventure 
toward God’s future. So, the slave 
preferred not to hear the deliverer at all. 
The double bondage was complete.

The charge
In 6:13 God gave to Moses a charge to 

deliver to Pharaoh and to the people of 
Israel. The children of Israel would be 
brought out of the land of Egypt. Despite 
Moses, despite Pharaoh and his forces, 
and despite the people themselves, God 
would be faithful to His promises of 
deliverance.

The amazing thing about God is not 
that He acts in behalf of the slave, 
although the great of the world find this 
hard enough to accept. The amazing 
thing is that God will not allow the slave 
to cast the deciding vote as to whether he 
will be delivered or not. The insidi
ousness of sin is such that the slave 
always votes for bondage; but the 
marvel of grace is that he is delivered in 
spite of that vote.

Grace is not merely helping one do 
what he cannot do himself; it is still first 
and foremost liberation from the love of 
one’s bonds and the acts to keep them.

Carson-Newman notes 
small enrollment rise

JEFFERSON CITY - Carson-New- 
man College officials have reported an 
on campus enrollment of 1,731 students 
this fall.

In addition, there are 43 special 
students and 62 students in the Bible 
school for a total of 1,836, representing a 
slight increase over last year, according 
to President Cordell Maddox.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 3

Fellowship with God
By Ray E. Fowler, pastor 

Highland Heights Baptist Church, Memphis

positive benefits for the believer. It leads 
to that fellowship with other believers 
which is grounded upon our fellowship 
with the Father through Jesus Christ. 
Then, in a continuous and progressive* 
act, “the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin.” God has made provision 
to cleanse us from whatever sin which 
would otherwise mar our fellowship with 
Him and each other.

Fellowship and forgiveness (1:8-10)
Christians are still susceptible to sin 

even though we have accepted Christ as 
Saviour. We should always be careful to 
distinguish between the root and the fruit 

of sin. The root of sin remains, liable to 
break into fruit at any time. The flesh, 
the old sinful nature, the root is always 
there.

That is why sinless perfection in this 
lifetime will not be achieved. Yet, we can 
alter the fruit by our new nature (2 Co
rinthians 5:17) and in the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:16-17). We 
should strive toward the goal of perfec
tion each day. (Matthew 5:48; Philip- 
pians 3:12ff).

What can a believer do about his sins? 
To deny our sins results in three things: 
(1) “we deceive ourselves” (v. 8b), 
meaning “we lead ourselves astray;” 
(2) “the truth is not in us” (v. 8c); and 
(3) “we make Him (God) a liar” (v.

WORLD S FAIR LODGING
Apts, with kitchens, cook your own 

meals, free parking, walking distance to 
Fair. Groups small or large. For special 
rates call: Rev. Gene Roberts
615-573-5632 Roberts World Tours

10b), because God’s entire plan for the 
redemption of men is based on the fact of 
human sin.

To “confess our sins” literally means 
“to agree with.” We say the same things 
about our sins that God says. When we 
confess our sin we receive forgiveness 
and cleansing from God. He is faithful 
and just to do so, but confession must 
come before forgiveness. The Judge of 
all the earth cannot remit sin lightly.

Pews, pulpits, baptistries

Cenncw steeples, chairs, 
tables, lighting, 

stained glass, 
J&J Carpet

Bill Vanwinkle
Box 503, Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Phone (615) 890-7498 (collect)
Add-a-pad Specialists

Basic Passage: 1 John 1:1-10 
Focal-Passage: 1 John 1:1-10

During the course of my ministry I 
have seen a few people who failed to 
grow physically. In most of those cases a 
doctor was consulted to determine what 
could be done to induce more growth.
Where can a Chris

tian, whose growth 
is stunted, go for 
help? How does he 
learn to mature in 
faith and expand his 
love? Where can he 
learn how to over
come the barriers to 
Christian growth?
The short epistle 

Of 1 John provides Fowler 
many of the answers to these questions.

Fellowship with God 
through Christ (1:1-4)

Christian growth is based upon fellow
ship with God and other believers. This 
two-dimensional relationship is men
tioned in the opening verses of 1 John, 
but the thrust is upon the one who made 
this fellowship possible, Jesus Christ. 
Thus, John makes a proclamation about 
Christ (vv. l-3a) and then states the pur
pose of the proclamation (v. 3b).

John makes three declarations about 
Christ. First, John refers to the Word of 
Life (Christ) in His pre-existent glory. 
“That which from the beginning ... ” 
suggests that Christ has always been, 
that He “was” before He “was mani
fested.” Secondly, Christ’s real humani
ty is proclaimed. By the use of such 
verbs as “heard,” “seen.” “beheld,” 
and “handled,” John affirms Christ’s 
humanity and asserts the reliable and 
authoritative witness of the truth he pro
claims. Thirdly, Christ’s manifested life 
is proclaimed (v. 2). This explains how it 
was possible for men to see. hear, and 
handle the eternal Word.

Then John states the purpose of the 
proclamation: “that you might have 
fellowship with us” (v. 3b). The word 
“declare” in this verse emphasizes the 
fundamental Christian obligation to tell 
our discovery to others. Vance Havner 
says: “As long as there are once born 
men in the world, there will always be 
work for twice born men to do.” When 
we come into fellowship with God 
through Christ, we have the responsibili
ty to share the good news with others not 
in fellowship with Him.

Our joy can be complete only when we 
are in fellowship with the Father and 
seek to bring others into fellowship with 
Him also (v. 4).

If you are a minister or a denominational employee, certain provisions in the 

new tax law can help you? Darold H. Morgan, president of the Annuity Board of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, led the interfaith effort to obtain these tax 
changes in the law that help you by

• allowing larger contributions to denominational retirement plans
• creating new ways to save taxes
• increasing the amount you can tax-shelter

The Annuity Board has prepared information about changes in the tax law for 
your 1982 year-end tax planning and 1983 church budgeting. To 
receive this information, return the form below to the Annuity Board, Southern 
Baptist Convention, 511 North Akard, Dallas, TX 75201.

HOW CAN THE 
NEW TAX LAW 
HELP YOU?

Maintaining fellowship (1:5-7)
When seated in the dentist’s chair 

some years ago in Harrodsburg, Ky., I 
saw an unsettling sight. Out the window I 
saw the word “SIN” in huge red letters. I 
soon discovered that it was part of a 
larger sign at the Sinclair station.

Before discovering the full meaning of 
the sign, a thought flashed into my mind. 
Sin is the Christian’s greatest barrier to 
fellowship with God and other believers.

John fought a bogus teaching in his day 
that sin in no way affects our fellowship 
with God. Thus, in verses 5-7, John says 
that God is Light and sin is darkness and 
believers must “walk in the light” if we 
expect to maintain our fellowship with 

I God. “Walk” is a common New Testa
ment metaphor that speaks of one’s life
style and emphasizes a habitual action.

I “Walking in the light” results in two

Please send me more information on how the new tax law helps ministers 
I and denominational employees.

I Name________________________________________________________

ADDRESS

STATE
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Baptists help Haitians edge toward better life
By Mike Creswell

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti (BP) - Jack 
Hancox digs deeper than most general 
evangelists.

Although he preaches and works with

Foundation

Foundation Month
By Jonas L. Stewart

September is designated in the 
denominational calendar as Foundation 
Month. This is set aside for reflection, in
spiration, and information about the 
Foundations of the various state conven
tions and the Southern Baptist Founda
tion.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
was founded in 1938 for the purpose of 
helping lay a financial foundation under 
the institutions, agencies, and other mis
sion causes supported and promoted by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. The 
Foundation is the trust agency of the con
vention and as such holds, in trust, funds 
committed to its care by individuals. 
These funds come by way of gifts, living 
trusts, and wills. As more of our people 
know of these services, the greater will 
be the response of our people.

The Foundation office is glad to pro
vide information for distribution to 
churches and associations and to provide 
speakers as far as time permits.

We provide legal services only upon 
written request. Many people are asking 
for help in preparing Christian wills and 
living trusts. We make no charge for any 
services provided by the Foundation.

For further information write the Ten
nessee Baptist Foundation, P. 0. Box 
347, Brentwood, TN 37027.

The shock treatment
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“Go, call thy husband, and come 
hither” (John 4:16).

In witnessing to lost people, methods 
must be adapted to the individual. If 
someone follows with interest, the ap
proach must be gradual and sympathet
ic. To crowd him may be to lose him.

With others you need to shock them 
into a recognition of need. In this case, 
failing to get a spiritual response, Jesus 
shocked the woman in order to let her see 
her need.

“Go, call thy husband.” Here was her 
real problem - her exceedingly sinful 
life. Like a skilled physician, Jesus 
lanced her moral boil. They had never 
met before. Yet Jesus knew the kind of 
life she lived. She had lived in sin so long 
that she had lost her consciousness of 
such.

She replied, “I have no husband” (v. 
17). But note that she did not tell the en
tire story. So Jesus told it to her. She had 
had five husbands. At the time she was 
living with a man out of wedlock. She had 
gone from man to man. Now her morals 
were so low that she did not even bother 
to go through a marriage ceremony. She 
just “shacked up” with him. Sounds 
rather modern, doesn’t it? The fact that 
she did not burst into tears of repentance 
shows how crusted her soul had become.

With other people the besetting sin 
may be something else. But whatever it 
is, the person must be brought face to 
face with his or her sin and its conse
quences.

many of the Baptist churches in Haiti, 
Hancox also drills a lot of water wells. A 
typical day will find him bumping along 
a rocky’, rural road to check on a project 
to cap a spring or to inspect a health 
clinic being built by volunteers.

Jack and Doris Hancox are the only 
career Southern Baptist missionaries in 
a country where most citizens earn less 
than $300 a year and the average life 
span is 45 years. They work through the 
Baptist Convention of Haiti and with mis
sionaries from another convention 
(American Baptist Churches in the 
U.S.A.), who have worked on the island 
for many years.

To increase output Hancox uses a 
steady stream of Southern Baptist 
volunteers from the United States for 
construction, spring capping, and other 
work.

“Work with volunteers is the hardest 
work I’ve ever done,” Hancox admitted, 
but he applauds the volunteers. He ex
pects and receives hard work from most 
of them. He appreciates their impact on 
their home churches and on the Haitians 
who are amazed to see Americans com
ing to help at their own expense and on 
vacation time.

Without volunteer help he could not 
have stretched his ministry to include 
water resource development, agricultur
al development, and other nutritional 
and educational programs.

Water is a scarce, precious commodity 
in Haiti, but providing pure water is 
necessary for all other programs, Han
cox explained. Over the past two years 
Hancox has helped drill about 50 wells; 
most are still working. Only three or four 
other Christian groups now have well
drilling operations in Haiti.

Southern Baptist hunger relief funds

Even this striking revelation did not 
pierce her heart. But it did lead her to a 
greater degree of respect for Jesus. She 
called Him a prophet (v. 19). How else 
could He have known about her personal 
life?

However, she must see Him as much 
more than a prophet, or else He could 
never become her saving Priest and 
King. For this reason Jesus did not give 
up on her.

Neither should we.

Brazil's president 
attends crusade

RIO DE JANERIO, Brazil(BP) - Some 
120,000 people, including Brazilian Presi
dent Joao Baptista de Figueiredo, heard 
Brazilian Baptist Evangelist Nilson 
Fanini preach Aug. 28 in Rio de Janerio.

The throng gathered at Maracana 
Stadium, the world’s largest soccer 
area, as 32 musical groups sang, the Na
tional Marine band performed, and 
white doves and balloons headed sky
ward.

Fanini, heard weekly on television and 
radio in Brazil and surrounding South 
American countries, preached on the 
crusade theme, “God Save the Family.” 
Figueiredo also spoke, declaring the 
family is the base of society, preparing 
children for adult life and productivity.

Often called the “Billy Graham of 
Brazil,” Fanini is pastor of 3,500-member 
First Baptist Church of Niteroi.

A SIMPLE FEAST — Children of the elementary school sponsored by Calvary Baptist 
Church in Petit Goave, Haiti, stand to eat a basic meal of rice and beans.

bought the Baptist well-drilling truck for 
just under $100,000 and three young 
Christian Haitians operate it. They drill 
wells much more cheaply than can com
mercial firms. Hancox majors on drill
ing wells in isolated villages where no 
other groups are working. But he helps 
other Christian groups who can repay 
him for materials. He also provides 
water through spring capping — at
taching a pump, covering the spring to 
keep it clean, and piping the water to an 
accessible area.

A $25,000 grant from the SBC Foreign 
Mission Board helped establish a poultry 
project on the Baptist convention’s 
36-acre agricultural station at Quartier 
Morin. The grant helped build three 
poultry sheds and technicians are being 
trained to go into villages within a 
25-mile radius to help families establish 
poultry operations.

But the poultry project is only part of 
the agricultural station’s work. Other 
workers experiment to find vegetables 
and animals which will adapt well in 
Haiti. Trees are grown to determine 
which are best for replacing the forests 
which have been stripped for lumber and 
charcoal. Through another relief agency 
Hancox will get 12,000 seedlings and 
Southern Baptist relief funds will allow 
him to lease a 15-acre site near Mire- 
balais for six years on which to grow 
them.

—Adapted from the August issue of The 
Commission magazine.

CHICKENS FOR HAITIANS — Missionary Jack Hancox (left) discusses the Baptist 
Convention of Haiti's poultry operation with Jon Anderson, a volunteer of the 
American Baptist Churches in the U.S.A.

Farmers will be brought to the nursery 
to see the possibilities of trees as bar
riers to wind erosion, as nitrogen sources 
for the soil, as cattle feed, and as income 
producers when sold for lumber or char
coal.

In another part of Haiti, Alexander 
Francolis, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Petit Goave, is trying to feed 
500 children who attend the elementary 
school the church sponsors in Croix 
Hiliare community. The noon meal in the 
school’s canteen program is about the 
only food most of them will get each day 
because food shipments from interna
tional relief agencies are irregular. 
Francolis must feed half the children one 
day, half the next.

Most convention churches have feed
ing programs, many using Southern 
Baptist relief funds. The funds help each 
school get bowls, cups, spoons and other 
utensils, and a storage locker. This nutri
tion program was part of a pilot project 
for Hancox but response from other 
churches was so great he is requesting 
increased funds to continue the effort.

The resulting program would include 
feeding as part of a holistic, church
centered approach to teach nutrition and 
other skills to help the congregation edge 
toward a better life.


