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TBC program, theme 
to view servanthood

News journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention

Men in Mexico City 
murder Jim Philpot

Tennessee Baptists will hold their 
111th annual state convention Nov. 19-21 
at First Baptist Church in Memphis, us­
ing the theme, “Servants ... Always 
and in AU Ways.”

Nearly 2,000 messengers and visitors 
are expected to attend the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and related meetings.

Featured speakers selected by the 
Committee on Arrangements will be
Dorothy Sample, Flint, Mich., president ecutive Board’s recommendation is 
of Woman's Missionary Union of the printed on page 13.)
Southern Baptist Convention; Gordon 
Kingsley, president of William Jewell 
College, Liberty, Mo.; Jacobo Garcia, 
executive secretary of the Venezuela 
Baptist Convention; and Adrian Rogers, 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Mem­
phis.

Two other speakers at next month’s 
TBC were chosen by messengers to the 
1984 state convention. The convention 
sermon will be preached by Charles Sul­
livan, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Lenoir City, and the president’s address 
will be delivered by Jack May, pastor of 
Memphis’ Broadmoor Baptist Church, 
TBC president.

Named by the Committee on Arrange­
ments to bring devotionals at each of the 
seven sessions were James Best, pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Greeneville; 
H. D. Hudson, pastor of Henry Baptist 
Church, Henry; Lloyd Hansen, a mem­
ber of Broadmoor Baptist Church, Mem­
phis; Ora Lee Love, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Memphis; Howard Cock­
rum, a member of Cumberland Baptist 
Church, Knoxville; Paul Wong, pastor of 
Chinese mission, First Baptist Church, 
Memphis; and Earl Davis, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Memphis.

Invocations and benedictions will be 
led by Tennessee directors of missions.

Between the inspirational messages 
and devotionals, the messengers will 
consider nominations from the conven­
tion’s Committee on Boards and Com-

namemittee on Committees, which will
Tennesseans to serve in positions related 
to the state convention and its institu­
tions. (These nominations are printed on 
pages 12-13.)

Another major business item will be 
consideration of a recommended $21- 
million Cooperative Program budget­
goal for the November 1985-October 1986 
convention year. (A summary of the Ex-

The convention will open at 9 a.m. CST 
on Nov. 19, when President May calls the 
messengers to order. That Tuesday 
morning session will deal with reports 
from the Committee on Credentials, the 
Committee on Arrangements, and the 
Committee on Audits; the treasurer’s re­
port, which will include the presentation 
of the proposed 1985-86 Cooperative Pro­
gram budget-goal; and Sullivan’s con­
vention sermon.

At the 2:00 Tuesday afternoon session, 
new pastors and church staff members 
who have come to Tennessee since the 
last convention will be recognized. There 
will be reports from the Constitution and 

(Continued on page 6)

Stanley cancels appearances
ATLANTA (BP) - Southern Baptist Convention President Charles F. Stanley 

has cancelled appearances outside regular church responsibilities until Jan. 1 
because of doctor’s orders.

Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church of Atlanta, told Baptist Press he 
“picked up a little something” when he drank river water during a hunting trip 
to Alaska,

“I am feeling fine, but the doctor suggested strongly that I curtail my ac­
tivities until the end of the year,” Stanley said, adding the cancellations in­
cluded “two or three" state convention sermons.

He indicated he will continue to preach at the church and to conduct his tele­
vision ministries until the end of the year.

“I plan to fulfill my obligations at evangelism conferences in January and 
February,” he added.

By Mary Jane Welch and Erich Bridges
MEXICO CITY, Mexico (BP) - South­

ern Baptist representative to Mexico 
James Philpot was shot and killed in his 
car Oct. 11 by two men in another car 
which had sideswiped his car in Mexico 
City traffic.

Philpot, who was shot in the head, died 
immediately. An electrician who was in 
the car with him was hospitalized with 
gunshot wounds in the abdomen. As of 
Oct. 14 no arrests had been made.

Philpot, a native of Polk County, Ark., 
was chairman of the organization of 102 
Southern Baptist representatives in 
Mexico. He and his wife, the former 
Jurhee Sheffield of Childress, Tex., had 
been in Mexico since 1967. He was 46 
years old.

Southern Baptist Representative Guy 
Williamson, who arrived at the scene 
soon after the shooting, said witnesses 
told police they saw a gray or light blue 
Volkswagen attempt to pass Philpot on 
the right at high speed. There was not 
enough room between the right curb and 
the car Philpot was driving, so the two 
cars scraped. Molding torn from the left 
side of the Volkswagen was lying on the 
ground when he arrived, Williamson 
said.

Police reports said the two cars 
stopped and the two men in the Volks­
wagen got out. One of them approached 
the right side of the car Philpot was driv­
ing and fired through the window. The 
Mexican electrician was struck twice in 
the stomach. A single bullet entered 
Philpot’s jaw and came out through his 
neck.

Medical personnel said Philpot “died 
immediately,’’ according to Williamson, 
and “perhaps never knew what hap­
pened.” Empty shell casings and bullet 
holes in the car roof indicated five or 
more shots were fired. The two men in 
the Volkswagen left before police ar­
rived.

The electrician remained in a Mexico 
City hospital Oct. 14, but Williamson did 
not know his condition. Mexican Baptist 
leaders had visited the man during the 

weekend and were staying in touch with 
his situation, he said.

A police investigation is proceeding, 
Williamson reported, and authorities are 
looking into several “incidents” sur­
rounding the case, including the tamper­
ing with the ignition system on Philpot’s 
own car.

But neither Southern Baptist officials 
nor the police were prepared to suggest 
any motive for the killing beyond anger 
surrounding the car accident. Shootings 
following traffic accidents are common 
in Mexico. “As far as we know right now 
it was not premeditated,” Williamson 
said.

According to Sarah Beth Short, a South­
ern Baptist representative who was 
working at the mission office with Phil­
pot that afternoon, he left the office to go 
to the home of a HAM radio operator to 
make a call, but discovered his car door 
lock bad been removed and the ignition 
tampered with.

He returned to the office to get keys for 
the car assigned to Jean Poe. a Southern 
Baptist volunteer, and went to get an 
electrician to fix his ignition.

Ten or 15 minutes later, said Short, she 
and Poe heard noises down the street. 
She went out to investigate and saw 
police cars and a gathering crowd about 
a block away around a car that resem­
bled Poe’s.

As she approached, Short confirmed 
that it was Poe’s car and saw two bodies 
lying in the street, one covered. Recog­
nizing Philpot’s clothes, she identified 
the body for police and went with a police 
officer to notify Mrs. Philpot.

Short said it appeared Philpot had got­
ten the electrician and was returning to 
the shop for a part when the attack oc­
curred.

Southern Baptist Representative Lee 
Baggett, arrived at the condominium 
complex where the Philpots and several 
other Baptist representatives live just as 
Short and the police arrived to tell Mrs. 
Philpot. He accompanied her to the site 
of the shooting.

Philpot was the ninth Southern Baptist 
missionary^ murdered on the mission 
field. The last missionary murdered was 
Archie G. Dunaway Jr., who was killed 
by guerrillas in 1978 during Zimbabwe’s 
war for independence. The Foreign Mis­
sion Board has more than 3,500 mission­
aries assigned around the world.

Philpot had been chairman of the 
organization of Southern Baptist repre­
sentatives in Mexico since 1977. Before 
that he was an agricultural consultant 
and coordinator in Oaxaca.

He was a graduate of Oklahoma State 
University, Stillwater, and attended 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, Mill Valley, Calif. Before his ap­
pointment, he was assistant agricultural

(Continued on page 3)
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SBC Peace Committee discusses 'diversity'
By Dan Martin

NASHVILLE (BP)- The question of 
how theologically diverse the Southern 
Baptist Convention can be and still main­
tain itself as a cooperative fellowship 
was tackled by the SBC Peace Commit­
tee during its second meeting Oct. 8-9.

The 22-member committee, created 
during the 1985 annual meeting of the 
SBC, was assigned the task to “seek to 
determine the sources of the controver­
sies in our convention and make findings 
and recommendations regarding these 
controversies.”

During the first meeting in August, the 
committee determined it would begin its 
work by focusing on theological issues 
and differences, and, during the second 
session, began to narrow its aim to deal 
with diversity in regard to the Scrip­
tures.

Chairman Charles Fuller, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Va., 
told Baptist Press: “That Southern Bap­
tists have been, and are, theologically 
diverse is undebatable. That we will con­
tinue to be diverse is predictable, and no 
Biblically-sound, thinking Southern Bap­
tist would attempt to prohibit that diver­
sity. It is simply consistent with the 
nature of personal conversion and the in­
dividual indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

“The issue is not, ‘Shall Southern Bap­
tists be theologically diverse?’ it is 
rather, ‘How diverse can we be and 
maintain a legitimate denominational 
fellowship and a trustworthy base upon 
which to combine our support for mutual 
ministries?’ ”

Fuller added: “Southern Baptists 
must decide in how much accountability 
can a Christian be held for ministry’s 
sake and not violate the liberty of the 
Holy Spirit within that Christian.”

In keeping with policies adopted by the 
committee during its first meeting, Ful­
ler made a statement to Baptist Press 
following the two-day closed meeting, 
which he said was more “intense” than 
the first “by virtue of the fact that we 
tackled some items of substance.”

He commented the “mix” of the com­
mittee was complete in the second meet­
ing. Five members - including leading

Nursing fellowship 
to meet in Memphis

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A love for mis­
sions combined with similar professional 
interests will be the major attraction 
drawing Baptist nurses from around the 
country together for their third annual 
Baptist Nursing Fellowship (BNF) meet­
ing this fall in Memphis.

The BNF meeting will be held at the 
Peabody Hotel in conjunction with the 
Oct. 31 through Nov. 3 Baptist Medical- 
Dental Fellowship meeting. “Labourers 
Together with God” will be the meeting 
theme.

Baptist Nursing Fellowship is spon­
sored by the Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union. The BNF executive 
director, June Whitlow, is associate ex­
ecutive director for WMU.

This year’s BNF meeting activities 
will begin Oct. 31 with a soup and salad 
supper featuring “The Volunteer Nurse 
in Missions Today.” Mary Saunders, 
guest speaker for the supper, will share 
about her experiences during five 
months as a volunteer in Ethiopia.

The BNF will meet Nov. 1 to elect na­
tional officers and hold a forum with 
missionary nurses from at least five 
countries.

spokesmen for the inerrancy position - 
were present.

The five - Adrian Rogers of Mem­
phis; SBC President Charles F. Stanley 
of Atlanta; Ed Young of Houston; Jim 
Henry of Orlando, Fla.; and Bill Crews 
of Riverside, Calif. — had missed the 
August meeting.

For the October meeting, 21 of the 22 
members were present. Jerry Vines of 
Jacksonville, Fla., was unable to attend, 
Fuller said, because of “a long-standing 
commitment.”

The meeting, he added, “intensified 
the diversity, but did not create any 
disintegration. It accentuated the diver­
sity, but also accentuated the realization 
that we can differ - and differ strongly 
- and yet have a continuing and relent­
less commitment ... that we are here to

Home Mission Board adopts 
$67.3-million 1986 budget

ATLANTA (BP)- After pledging 
commitment to Southern Baptists’ Bold 
Mission Thrust, directors of the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board adopted a 
$67,324,354 budget for 1986 and appointed 
18 new missionaries.

The 1986 budget represents an increase 
of $3.6-million (5.4 percent) over the 1985 
budget of $63,635,082.

In discussing the budget, several 
board members questioned why salaries 
for the board’s 214 national staff and 
3,811 field missions personnel were in­
creased by only 3 percent in the 1986 
budget, when the cost of living rose be­
tween 4 and 5 percent. Directors voted to 
ask the administrative committee to 
study staff and missionaries’ salaries 
and report to the board at the next 
meeting in March.

In his annual report to the board, HMB 
President William G. Tanner said the 
4,125 Home Mission Board staff, mission­
aries, and chaplains reported a total of 
103,014 decisions for Christ last year, in­
cluding 59,498 first-time professions of 
faith in Jesus Christ.

Citing data from the board’s research 
division, Tanner said reliable statistics 
indicate there are 156-million people in 
the United States “without a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ,” compared to 
the nation’s total population of 239- 
million.

“We are dangerously near losing 
America,” Tanner warned. He pointed 
out only two countries (India and In­
donesia) where the SBC has foreign mis­
sionaries “have a total population 
greater than the number of unsaved peo­
ple in our land. Seventy-five of the 106 
nations where we have foreign mission­
aries have populations less than the 
number of lost people in the state of 
California,” Tanner added.

Both Tanner and Richard Harris, di­
rector of the board’s mass evangelism 
department, told board members about 
plans for 1986 simultaneous revivals, 
saying it now appears 90 percent of the 
denomination’s 35,000 congregations will 
participate in next spring’s “Good News 
America, God Loves You” revivals.

Harris said it will be the most com­
prehensive, coordinated mass evangel­
ism effort in the denomination’s history, 
much more than just another series of 
revivals. Harris said he expected more 
than 10-million Bibles and Scripture por­
tions would be distributed through the 
campaign.

do a job and that we believe it can be 
done.”

Fuller said the committee heard a re­
port on the Baptist Faith and Message 
statement from Herschel H. Hobbs, pas­
tor emeritus of First Baptist Church of 
Oklahoma City and SBC President 
1962-63. Hobbs, as SBC president, was 
chairman of the committee which 
drafted the statement at the 1963 SBC an­
nual meeting.

“The Baptist Faith and Message state­
ment is a central item in our assign­
ment,” Fuller said, noting the convention 
directed the committee “to follow the 
Baptist Faith and Message in theological 
matters.”

Fuller added Hobbs discussed “the 
background, the formulation, the 
writing, and the presentation” of the

In major business, the board created a 
new information services division in the 
services section to include word and data 
processing services and records man­
agements services.

William E. Daniel, previously director 
of data processing for the board, was 
elected director of the new division. 
Daniel, an Atlanta native with 16 years 
experience in secular data processing, 
has directed the board’s data processing 
services since 1978.

Responsibilities of three other national 
staff members were shifted in the 
board’s church loans division: W. C. 
Dudley, associate director for the cen­
tral region of the nation, becomes 
associate director of the church loans 
division. Paul Montgomery, vice-presi­
dent of the H.M.B. Service Corp., was 
named to Dudley’s post in the central 
region. William F. Reed, assistant direc­
tor of the loan servicing department, was 
promoted to executive vice-president- 
treasurer, H.M.B. Service Corp.

Directors voted to appoint 10 new mis­
sionaries, six missionary associates, and 
two church planter apprentices and ap­
proved financial assistance to 43 mission 
pastors and their wives.

Directors also attended a joint com­
missioning service at First Baptist 
Church, Decatur, Ga., for 97 home mis­
sionaries and 51 chaplains and spouses. 
It was the largest joint commissioning 
service for missionaries and chaplains in 
the board’s history.

VOLUNTEERS — Tony and Diane Landers 
(at left) of First Baptist Church, Friends­
ville, talk with Mission Service Corps 
coordinator David Bunch during MSC 
orientation in Atlanta, Ga. The Landers 
will do volunteer mission work in 
American Samoa.

statement, which followed on the heels of 
a theological controversy over the his­
toricity of the Genesis account. Fuller 
added Hobbs “put a lot of emphasis” on 
what is generally referred to as “the pre­
amble” to the statement.

“He (Hobbs) said that section is very 
important because it is there that you get 
the clear explanation that this is not a 
creed. He called the preamble ‘the dis­
claimer’ to the idea that the statement is 
a creed,” Fuller said.

Fuller added he believes if the group is 
to use the statement as a point of 
reference in theological matters “and to 
determine if there has been a drift,” the 
committee “must understand what was 
done, why it was done, what preceded it, 
and what caused it to come about.”

Much of the discussion during the Oc­
tober meeting, he said, centered on Arti­
cle I of the statement which concerns the 
Scriptures.

“Group discussions focused not just on 
whether there is a diversity of ideas 
about the origin of the Scriptures, but on 
what the impact such diversity would 
have” in such places as seminary class­
rooms, preparation of lessons, and 
places of denominational leadership.

He added: “We are all aware that as 
Baptists we firmly believe that every­
body has a right to their own inter­
pretation. What is at issue is how much 
diversity of interpretation can we have 
and still work together in denomina­
tional undertakings.”

Each member was requested to pre­
pare a 350-word statement defining the 
major theological matters which are at 
issue among Southern Baptists. Fuller 
said 20 of the 22 members prepared such 
a statement. Each, he said, agreed there 
is diversity of belief concerning the 
Scriptures and said questions about the 
origin, authenticity, and authority of the 
Scriptures “is the primary source of the 
conflict among us.”

He said such efforts to define the limits 
of diversity are not aimed at Southern 
Baptists in general, but at those who are 
employed by denominational agencies 
and institutions. “This is not a matter of 
a dual standard, but it is a recognition of 
the fact that when someone works for 
Southern Baptists, they in a sense do rep­
resent them.”

He added he believes the committee 
“can find some wording which will re­
flect” a balance between the accounta­
bility an employee owes to his employer 
and the accountability a believer owes to 
God and be acceptible to the convention.

The Peace Committee, Fuller said, is 
“the convention in miniature,” but added 
members are “fully aware” the conven­
tion in annual session “will make the 
decisions regarding “how accurate they 
think our findings are” and “how to ef­
fect the recommendations we make.”

Fuller added a four-man agenda com­
mittee composed of the chairman; 
Charles Pickering of Laurel, Miss.; 
Daniel Vestal of Midland, Tex., and John 
Sullivan of Shreveport, La., will meet 
Oct. 29-30 to synthesize ttie discussions of 
the October meeting and to plan the 
agenda for the third meeting, scheduled 
in Atlanta Dec. 10-11.

“The agenda committee will take the 
results and deliberations of this meeting 
and plan an appropriate agenda for the 
next meeting,” Fuller said. “This way, 
we believe we will be moving from 
strength to strength.*’
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Five Tennessee couples fake missionary posts
RICHMOND, Va. - Five couples with 

Tennessee connections were among 40 
people appointed as missionaries by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
Oct. 8 at Derbyshire Baptist Church, 
Richmond.

Mr. and Mrs. Steven B. Babcock will 
work in Sierra Leone, where he will be a 
business manager and she will be a 
church and home worker. Now attending 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, Fort Worth, Tex., he is an account­
ant in Fort Worth.

Born in Flint, Mich., Babcock grew up 
in Mount Morris, Mich., and also lived in 
Milan, where he was a member of North- 
side Baptist Church. A graduate of Union 
University, Jackson, he has served as a 
Tennessee Baptist Convention volunteer 
to Burkina Faso.

Also bom in Flint, Mrs. Babcock, the 
former Dartha (Dottie) Crocker, also 
grew up in Mount Morris, lived in Milan, 
and was a member of Northside Baptist 
Church. A graduate of Union, she also at­
tended the University of Michigan, Flint,

Overseas force reaches high of 3,587
RICHMOND, Va.(BP) — Southern Bap­

tists’ overseas missionary force reached 
a record 3,587 as the Foreign Mission 
Board named 40 new missionaries and 
reappointed eight former missionaries 
at its October meeting.

The additions brought the total new 
personnel added so far this year to 378, or 
80 more than had been named at this 
time in 1984.

“It’s a strong year.” said Louis Cobbs, 
director of the board’s personnel selec­
tion department. “It could be a banner 
year in naming overseas personnel.”

With more than 40 missionary can­
didates projected for appointment in 
December, Cobbs said the year’s total 
could be as high as 415 or 420. That would

Philpot...
(Continued from page 1) 

agent in Independence County, Ark., and 
Ellis County, Tex.

More than 500 people crowded into a 
small Mexico City funeral home chapel 
the evening of Oct. 12 for funeral ser­
vices. Both Mexican Baptist leaders and 
Southern Baptist representatives par­
ticipated.

The reaction of the Mexican Baptists 
was “overwhelming,” Williamson said. 
“(They) gave testimony of how Jim had 
given so unselfishly, given his life here, 
and given his blood on Mexican soil.”

Burial was Oct. 13 in Guadalajara, at 
Mrs. Philpot’s wish.

“Jurhee said that Jim loved Mexico so 
much and he’d lived here and worked 
here and given his life and it would be in­
consistent that he should be taken back 
to the United States to be buried,” Wil­
liamson said.

The Philpots earlier had buried a son 
in Guadalajara who died shortly after 
birth.

“Nobody can replace Jim. Pray for 
us,” Williamson said.

Besides his wife, Philpot is survived by 
three daughters: Jill, who lived at home, 
Jodi of Fort Worth, Tex., and Jennifer, a 
senior at Baylor University, Waco, Tex; 
his mother, Mrs. Odis Philpot of Mena, 
Ark.; two brothers, Nelson Philpot of 
Homer, La., and Larry Philpot of Heidel­
berg, Germany; and a sister, Odessa 
Dann of Livermore, Calif.

Mr. and Mrs. Babcock

and has been a piano teacher, a kinder­
garten teacher, and an elementary school 
teacher in Milan.

The couple served together to direct 
youth and children’s work at Northside 
Baptist Church. The Babcocks have two 
children: Dartha Dee, bom in 1975, and 
Rebecca Jane, 1977.

Mr. and Mrs. L. Stephen Cate will 
work in Uruguay, where he will be the 
mission business manager and she will 

top the record 406 new missionary per­
sonnel named in 1982.

Southern Baptists, with the largest 
U.S.-based career foreign missionary 
force in the world, have a goal of 5,000 
missionaries by the year 2000.

To support work in 106 countries, the 
board approved a record $162.3-million 
budget for 1986, earmarked $6-million in 
current funds to help provide for mis­
sionary housing and other urgent capital 
needs overseas, and continued to 
sharpen the focus of its home staff.

Johnni Johnson Scofield, vice-presi­
dent for communications, was named to 
a new position as assistant to the presi­
dent. The office of communications, 
which she has headed since 1980, will be­
come the office of communications and 
public relations. The new office will have 
broader functions and will be added to 
responsibilities of William R. O’Brien, 
executive vice-president, effective Jan. 1.

In approving the change for Scofield, 
the board defeated a motion by Kenny 
Lewis of Brownsville, Tex., to table ac­
tion until December. Lewis said he felt 
the board needed more information 
about lines of authority under the reor­
ganization before taking action.

O’Brien will be assisted by an ad­
ministrative team of Sam Pittman, who 
will be associate executive vice- 
president; Bob Shoemake, assistant to 
the executive vice-president; and Bob 
Desbien, assistant vice-president. Their 
expanded roles will include previous 
responsibilities.

Pittman has been executive assistant 
for denominational relations since 1980. 
Shoemake, has been assistant to Scofield 
since that same year. Desbien came to 
the board in 1982 as coordinator for 
printed and audio-visual materials.

A boardwide public relations steering 
committee of about a dozen members 
also will be created as the new office 
seeks to “amplify the message of foreign 
missions and seek more ways to inform 
and involve Southern Baptists in meeting 
the challenges and opportunities of Bold 
Mission Thrust,” O’Brien said.

The new office also will provide closer 
coordination with the board’s develop­
ment and intercessory prayer ministries.

Scofield’s new assignment will allow 
her to concentrate on consultation with 
Southern Baptist agencies involved in 
strengthening missions education in the 

be a church and home worker. Current­
ly, he attends Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Bom in Knoxville, Cate considers Straw­
berry Plains his hometown and New 
Market Baptist Church, New Market, his 
home church. He is a graduate of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He 
has been a marketing consultant for 
South Central Bell Telephone Co., Knox­
ville.

churches. She also will assist R. Keith 
Parks, board president, in follow-up to 
the global evangelization strategy con­
sultation attended by Baptist leaders 
from 21 nations at Ridgecrest, N.C., last 
June.

The new office of communications and 
public relations will include news and in­
formation services, The Commission 
magazine, and two new departments, 
audio-visual and print, to be formed 
from what is now the product develop­
ment department. Bob Ethridge, media 
designer in project coordination, will 
direct audio-visuals. The print director 
has not been named.

Ken Lawson, formerly director of pro­
duct development, will take on office­
wide responsibilities as research and 
production consultant in an executive 
producer-type role.

Resource coordination, distribution 
coordination, the photographer group, 
and conference coordination also will 
become off ice wide.

In other personnel changes, the board 
named Jerry Juergens, a missionary 
teacher at Hong Kong Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, as field associate to East 
Asia director-elect Samuel M. James. 
From a base in Hong Kong. Juergens 
will work as a liaison between the board 
and the 224 missionaries and other 
workers assigned to Hong Kong, Macao, 
and South Korea.

Missionary Robert Hardy, formerly 
field associate in East Asia for Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macao, will now relate to 
the 296 missionaries and workers in Tai­
wan and Japan. He will continue to live 
in Taipei, Taiwan.

The board accepted the resignation of 
Missionary Milton Womack, formerly 
field associate in East Asia for Japan 
and South Korea. Womack has accepted 
a position as psychologist and counselor 
at the Baylor University Health and 
Counseling Center in Waco, Tex.

The board also decided all receipts 
from the estate of the late Cecil B. Day 
Sr. will be used toward paying the 
operating expenses of the Cauthen Mis­
sionary Learning Center near Rich­
mond. In 1982 the board had said the first 
$6-million in funds from the estate would 
go for this purpose. Ultimately, the 
board expects to receive about $13- 
million from this estate.

Mrs. Cate, the former Sharon Stall­
ings, also was bom in Knoxville and con­
siders Strawberry Plains her hometown 
and New Market Baptist Church her 
home church. A graduate of Walters 
State Community College, Morristown, 
she has been a salesclerk and an office 
worker in Knoxville. The Cates have 
three children: Stephanie Cheyenne, 
born in 1980; Matthew Stephen Lee. 1981; 
and Amy Elizabeth, 1984.

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Dickey will work 
in Macao, where he will be a general 
evangelist and she will be a church and 
home worker. Currently, he is pastor of 
Alfalfa Baptist Church, Carnegie, Okla.

Dickey, a native of Oklahoma, has 
lived in Nashville, where he was a dis­
trict sales manager. He is a graduate of 
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater; 
and Southwestern seminary.

Also an Oklahoma native, Mrs. 
Dickey, the former Mary Drennan, is a 
registered nurse. She is a graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma, Norman; and 
the University of Texas, Austin. The 
Dickeys have two children: Matthew 
Glenn, bom in 1982; and Amv Kathryn. 
1984.

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Meilstnip will 
work in Argentina, where he will be a 
music consultant and she will be a 
church and home worker. Both have 
served as Home Mission Board summer 
missionaries in Tennessee.

Bom in Indiana, Meilstrup currently is 
associate pastor of music and youth at 
Superior Avenue Baptist Church, Boga­
lusa, La. He is a graduate of Mississippi 
College, Clinton ; and Southwestern sem­
inary.

A native of Mississippi, Mrs. Meil­
strup, the former Sherrie Walker, is a 
graduate of Mississippi College. The 
Meilstrups have three children: Duane 
Shannon, born in 1972; Devin James. 
1975; and Deron Kyle, 1979.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Smith will 
work in Mali, where he will be an 
engineer and she will be a church and 
home worker. He now attends Midwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. Kan­
sas City, Mo.

A native of Missouri, Smith has been a 
missionary journeyman in Zimbabwe 
and an environmental engineer in Kan­
sas City. He is a graduate of the Univer­
sity of Missouri, Rolla.

Mrs. Smith, the former Jeannette 
Meredith, is a graduate of Belmont Col­
lege, Nashville. A native of Missouri, she 
has taught school in New Mexico and 
Texas, served as a summer missionary 
in Missouri and Arizona, and was a mis­
sionary journeyman in Guatemala. The 
Smiths have two children: Matthew 
Clyde, born in 1980; and Andrew Linn, 
1982.

Each of the new missionary families 
will go to Rockville, Va., in January for 
an eight-week orientation before leaving 
for the field.
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EDITORIAL

Electing messengers for the state convention
Five weeks from this time, the 111th annual session of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention will be in session at First Baptist Church, Memphis. 
The convention will begin on the morning of Nov. 19 and will adjourn at 
noon on Nov. 21.

No one can predict how many messengers will attend the 1985 TBC, but 
some estimate that the number may pass the record registration of 1,738 
at the 1984 TBC at Belmont Heights Baptist Church in Nashville.

During the business sessions, these messengers will discuss and vote on 
amendments to the TBC Constitution and Bylaws; a recommended 
record Cooperative Program budget-goal for the 1985-86 convention year; 
nominations to TBC boards and committees; recommendations from the 
Committee on Resolutions; and many other important items. There will 
also be the election of president, vice-president, and second vice- 
president.

Because there are some differences from procedures for local associa­
tions and the Southern Baptist Convention, each year questions arise con­
cerning the registration and certification of messengers to the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. Perhaps it would be well to review the registration 
procedure for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, as provided in the TBC 
Constitution.

The convention in session is composed of messengers elected by and 
certified by churches which cooperate with the state convention. A 
cooperating church is defined by the Constitution as “such churches as 
contribute financially to the Convention or its agencies and subscribe to 
and support the principles, programs, and policies of the Convention.”

Each cooperating church - regardless of the number of church 
members — is entitled to two messengers.

Then, a church is allowed an additional messenger “for each one hun­
dred members or fraction thereof beyond the first one hundred.”

Applying this provision, churches are entitled to have the following 
number of messengers:

100 or less members - two messengers.
101 to 200 members - three messengers.
201 to 300 members - four messengers.
301 to 400 members — five messengers.

401 to 500 members — six messengers.
501 to 600 members — seven messengers.
601 to 700 members - eight messengers.
701 to 800 members - nine messengers.
More than 800 members - 10 messengers.

No church can have more than 10 messengers, regardless of the size of 
church membership.

However, there is no limit to the number of non-messenger visitors who 
may attend from any church. Visitors are encouraged to register as 
“visitors” but these, of course, are not allowed to vote.

Registration cards for messengers are available upon request without 
cost from the Tennessee Baptist Convention office in Brentwood or from 
associational offices. This year’s cards are white with black printing. 
Other registration cards - even cards from previous years — will not be
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accepted at the registration tables.
Messengers seeking to register without white-registration cards 

automatically will be referred to the Credentials Committee for verifica­
tion.

Messengers to the Tennessee Baptist Convention must be elected by the 
church of which they are members at a regular or called business 
meeting of that church.

A pastor is not automatically considered a messenger and should be 
voted on by the church along with other messengers. He must be counted 
in the number of messengers to which that church is entitled.

The registration card must contain the name of the church-elected 
messenger and the name of the church which elected the messenger.

The registration card must be signed by the moderator or clerk of that 
church.

Registration cards should contain the name of only one messenger, 
even if the church should elect a husband and wife as messengers.

The TBC Constitution does not make any provision for “alternate 
messengers.”

—So, elect your church messengers at a regular or called business 
meeting.

—Secure registration cards for each messenger from the TBC office or 
your associational office.

-Make sure that the registration cards are completely filled out - and 
signed by the church’s moderator or clerk.

-Present your registration card at one of the registration tables at 
First Baptist Church in Memphis. Registration will begin at 2 p.m. CST 
on Monday, Nov. 18, and will continue throughout the convention.

The price of commitment
The tragic murder of James Philpot in Mexico City last Friday should 

remind us once again of the constant threat our missionaries face. 
Philpot was shot to death on a Mexico City street after his automobile was 
involved in a minor accident.

As strangers in a foreign land, our missionaries are the outsiders who 
are often under suspicion. And yet, they never shirk their ministry to tell, 
to show, and to live the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Philpot apparently has become the ninth Southern Baptist missionary 
to be murdered on a mission field during our denomination’s 140-year 
history. As startling as this is, the number could be considered relatively 
small when you realize that in recent years our missionaries have 
labored in some of the world’s foremost trouble spots — Vietnam, 
Lebanon, Nicaragua, and many of the developing countries in Africa and 
in South America:

One of the early missionaries of the Southern Baptist Convention was 
killed in 1861 during China’s Taiping Revolution.

Another SBC missionary was slain in Mexico in 1880.
Then, Bill Wallace, a missionary physician from Knoxville, was ex­

ecuted in a Chinese Communist prison in 1951. His physical remains were 
returned to Tennessee earlier this year.

During a 20-month period, four SBC missionaries met violent deaths.
-On July 7,1971, Paul and Nancy Potter were brutally slain in their 

Dominican Republic home as they slept.
-On Jan. 16, 1972, missionary nurse Mavis Pate was shot to death in 

Gaza when the car in which she was riding was ambushed by Arab 
guerillas.

—On March 11, 1973, Gladys Hopewell, a Carson-Newman College 
graduate, was murdered in her Taiwan apartment.

Six years later, Archie Dunaway was stabbed to death by terrorists on 
June 15,1979, at the Baptist hospital grounds in Sanyati, Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe). He is buried in Nashville.

Now, the name of James Philpot is added to our honored list of mar­
tyred missionaries.

Such tragedies are far from pleasant to consider. Yet these remind us 
of the price of full commitment to God. We doubt that any missionary will 
resign because of Philpot’s death. Southern Baptist mission work will 
continue in Mexico - as it has in Zimbabwe, Taiwan, Gaza, and the 
Dominican Republic.

As we pay tribute to Philpot’s dedication, let us also resolve to be more 
faithful in our prayers for those who serve our Lord in distant lands.

We support them financially; we must also support them with diligent 
prayers that God’s protective hand will sustain their lives and their 
ministry for Him.
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LettefS-to the Editor----
Letters on any religion-related subject are 
welcomed. Letters of over 300 words will not 
be used. Other letters may be shortened at 
the discretion of the editor. No unsigned let­
ters will be printed, but writer’s name will be 
withheld for sufficient reason. Letters must 
contain complete address and telephone 
number. Letters must not make personal at­
tacks on the character or integrity of in­
dividuals.

Hurt for pastor's family
Dear editor:

This is in response to your Oct. 2 edito­
rial concerning the pastor/church rela­
tionship. Your insight to this problem 
was to the point.

This occurred in my family a year ago. 
My father was asked to resign from his 
church with no charges placed against 
him. He decided not to resign, saying 
that God had led him to the church and 
that God would lead him from the 
church. No consideration was given to 
what the Lord had done through him. He 
established a senior adult program, be­
gan a MasterLife program, preached ex- 
positionally from the Scriptures, and 
saw steady growth in the church.

But when Satan begins his work and 
Christians sit back and hope it will go 
away, only terrible hurt can occur. 
Through secret meetings and a strong 
telephone campaign, enough people 
were either swayed or brought in (inac­
tive members) to vote — 112 to 100. 
Ironically, seven of the nine deacons 
were behind the pastor, and since that 
time all but one of those men and their 
families have left the church.

No one can know the heartache that 
has occurred. First, the church was 
divided. Second, our family has experi­
enced a spiritual hurt that is not easily 
healed. Not once, as you stated, were the 
feelings or future of my parents’ con­
sidered. Through all of this, my father 
has not retaliated or spoken harshly to 
any of these who betrayed him.

In my humanness, I have felt much an­
ger and hurt. The Lord promises, how­
ever, “All things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are 
called according to His purpose” (Ro­
mans 8:28).I hope that the Lord will soon 
show us the good that will come from this 
and that He will open a position of ser­
vice for my father.

Name withheld by editor
I have taken the liberty of withholding 

the writer’s name. I am not sure that any 
"good” for the future ministry of the 
church or your father would be accom­
plished by using a name. This is indeed a 
tragic situation. 1 pray that this letter 
will cause all of us to seriously examine 
the spiritual implications of the pastor/ 
church relationship, (editor)

RECOGNIZED FOR 125 YEARS — Island 
Home Baptist Church in Knoxville ob­
served its 125th anniversary Aug. 25. 
Above, Ted Huckaby (right), director of 
missions for Knox County Association 
of Baptists, presents a plaque of 
recognition from the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention to Ken Vogts, chairman of 
the deacons. Ray Kitts is the pastor.

Lawsuit Is absurd
Dear editor:

My comments, please, on the threat­
ened suit against the SBC by the Crowders 
of Alabama.

It is absurd that anyone would even 
consider such action! Don’t they know 
the Bible teaching on such subjects? In 1 
Corinthians 6:1 Paul teaches, "Dare any 
of you, having a matter against his 
brother, go to law before the unjust ... 
It would be difficult to find error in so 
short a verse. It simply means that 
Christians are not go to court in civil suit 
because nearly all participants would be 
non-Christians.

Are the rules of the SBC that impor­
tant; to set us at law against one 
another? God’s Word means more than 
that. Let’s abide by that first.

If we take anyone to court, let it be 
someone like Madalyn Murray O’Hair 
for her ungodly and uninvited intrusions 
into our religious liberty, but those with 
money to throw away on such trivia as 
this seem not to be concerned about the 
actions of those who would take away our 
religious freedom, and I, for one, though 
I was not present, do not believe any of 
our people lost any religious freedom in 
Dallas.

It seems to me this whole matter arose 
over the re-election of Charles Stanley to 
the presidency. Should he be something 
besides a fundamental. Bible-believing 
Baptist to be president of the SBC? If 
that day is here, we are all deceived and 
the truth is not in us.

We don’t have a problem when com­
pared to a world lost in sin and on its way 
to a devil’s hell. That’s the problem and 
we can do something about that! The 
convention is over, the people have 
spoken, now let’s get busy and serve the 
Lord together.

Herbert 0. Myhan
2834 Old Harrison Pike 
Chattanooga, TN 37421

Wayne Jamison accepts 
call to Lincoln Avenue

Lincoln Avenue Baptist Church in New­
port extended a call to Wayne Jamison to 
serve as pastor. He 
accepted and began 
his ministry Aug. 26. JJr1 , 
He comes to New- f

port from Clarks- 
ville, where he was *
associate pastor of 
the Hilldale Baptist 
Church. Other Ten- M
nessee pastorates in- B
elude the Hillcrest HHM W ■■ 
Baptist Church, Leb- Jamison 
anon; First Baptist Church, Woodlawn; 
Brush Creek Baptist Church, Brush Creek; 
and Parkview Baptist Church, Clarks­
ville.

Jamison is a graduate of Belmont Col­
lege in Nashville and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

J. Pennington leads 
Etowah congregation

First Baptist Church in Etowah called 
John E. Pennington as pastor. His pas­
torate became effective Aug. 4.

A native of Madisonville, Pennington 
is a graduate of the University of Ten­
nessee in Knoxville and Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N. C.

He comes to the Etowah church from 
Park Road Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
N.C., where he was senior minister.

WRITERS CONFERENCE — Alta Marsh (left), a free-lance writer from Nashville, 
and John Kramp, minister of discipleship at First Baptist Church, Garland, Tex., 
participated in a recent conference on writing self-instructional materials for 
courses in the Lay Institute for Equipping (LIFE).

BSSB develops new concept
for equipping

NASHVILLE - A new training con­
cept, Lay Institute for Equipping (LIFE), 
will be introduced in October 1986 as part 
of the Southern Baptist church training 
program.

LIFE courses will be 13 weeks long and 
will require daily individual study as 
well as weekly participation in a small 
group, according to Jerry Pounds, de­
sign editor in the leadership develop­
ment section of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s church training depart­
ment.

Comparing LIFE to a seminary for 
laypeople. Pounds said courses will be 
planned at an advanced level and will in­
clude a variety of topics.

When LIFE is launched, it will include 
four courses: MasterLife discipleship 
training for adults; MasterBuilder, mul­
tiplying leaders; MasterDesign, how to 
do inductive Bible study based on a study 
of Ephesians; and Parenting by Grace.

In October 1987, DecisionTime, a 
course on developing a commitment 
counseling ministry, will be introduced. 
In January 1988, a course titled Prayer- 
Life will be released.

Pounds said additional courses will be 
developed in conjunction with other Sun­
day School Board programs and SBC 
agencies.

Ministers' wives plan 
luncheon during TBC

The Ministers’ Wives Luncheon during 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention is 
scheduled for noon Nov. 20 at Memphis’ 
Peabody Hotel, according to Virginia 
Bailey, president of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Ministers’ Wives Fellowship.

The price of the luncheon is $10.50 (in­
cluding gratuity). Because hotel finan­
cial requirements necessitate early pay­
ment, advanced paid reservations are 
needed, Bailey said. Checks or money 
orders should be made payable to Shelby 
Baptist Ministers’ Wives Fellowship and 
mailed to Mrs. Gordon Crocker, Shelby 
County Baptist Association, 202 South 
Cooper, Memphis TN 38104.

Transportation will be provided from 
First Baptist Church to the hotel.

The meeting is open not only to minis­
ters’ wives, but also to all church and 
denominational personnel and their 
friends.

Baptist laity
In addition to the course materials. 

Pounds said an optional feature will be 
BTN messages proriding additional in­
formation, usually by the authors of the 
course.

In preparing LIFE courses, Pounds 
said a person who is an expert in the con­
tent area will be paired with someone 
who has been trained in writing self- 
instructional materials. In a recent 
wrriters’ conference, 20 persons were 
trained tn this type of educational 
writing, he said.

All LIFE courses will be tested in 
church settings, evaluated, and revised 
before general release, he said.

Avery Willis, supervisor of the church 
training leadership development section, 
called LIFE “a total systems approach 
to learning.” He said course participants 
will need to commit to 30-60 minutes of 
daily individual study and one to two 
hours per week participation in a small 
group.

TBC sets retreat 
for older adults

A senior adult retreat will be held at 
Camp Carson in Newport Nov. 1-2. It is 
led by the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Bob Cook, senior adult consultant of 
the Florida Baptist Convention, David 
Ward, senior adult minister at First Bap­
tist Church in Knoxville, and Charles L. 
Norton, retired church training depart­
ment director at the TBC, will lead the 
program.

Limited ro 100 persons, the retreat be­
gins at 3 p.m. and ends the next day at 
2:30 p.m. The cost of $18 covers in­
surance, lodging, and meals. To register 
send $5 to Donald E. Mauldin. P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN 37027.
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FMB includes hunger funds 
in $162-million '86 budget

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)— The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board adopted a 
record $162.3-million budget for 1986 at 
its Oct. 7-9 meeting to finance the work of 
its more than 3,500 missionaries world­
wide.

For the first time, the overall budget 
includes funds Southern Baptists are ex­
pected to give for overseas hunger and 
relief efforts. In the past these have been 
counted apart from other receipts. Hun­
ger and relief contributions for 1986 are 
projected to total $12-million, about 7.4 
percent of the budget.

The hunger-relief projections are be­
ing included to give “a complete picture 
of the board’s total income, even though 
it is designated,” said Carl Johnson, 
vice-president for finance.

Johnson emphasized that the change 
will not affect the way hunger funds are 
spent. “One hundred percent will still be 
sent to the mission field,” he stressed. 
“Everything that’s given for hunger and 
relief will be spent for hunger and relief. 
Not one penny will be spent for adminis­
tration or promotion.”

Counting hunger and relief projections 
for both years, the 1986 budget repre­
sents about a $4-million increase, or 2.5 
percent jump, over 1985. Excluding hun­
ger-relief, the increase totals about 
$6-million. or 4.2 percent. Either way, 
the percentage increase continues a 
downward trend in recent years. The 
1985 budget reflected a 5.5 percent in­
crease. The 1984 and 1983 budgets 
marked 8.5 percent and 20.15 percent 
jumps, respectively.

If the 1985 Lottie Moon Christmas Of­
fering goal of $70-million is met, it will 
fund more than 43 percent of the 1986 
budget. The Cooperative Program is ex­
pected to provide $60.3-million, about 37 
percent of the total.

Additional revenue sources will in­
clude an estimated $3.6-million in

HMB commissions 
123 during service

DECATUR, Ga. (BP) - The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board commis­
sioned 97 missionaries and 26 chaplains 
- including the director of the board’s 
chaplaincy division - in the largest ever 
joint commissioning service.

Carl Hart, director of the HMB chap­
laincy division who retires in January, 
presented the certificates to the chap­
lains, and in a surprise move, was com­
missioned himself. After retirement, he 
will become an industrial chaplain for 
Motor Convoy Inc., in Decatur, Ga., a 
suburb of Atlanta. The firm is headed by 
Guy Rutland, an active member of First 
Baptist Church, Decatur, where the com­
missioning service was held.

Gerald Palmer, vice-president for 
missions at the HMB, presented Hart 
with a certificate of endorsement before 
Hart stood to present the new chaplains 
with their certificates.

Chaplains were commissioned to work 
in 17 different states and missionaries to 
24 different states plus Puerto Rico and 
Canada. All the 97 missionaries and 26 
chaplains already are working in their 
positions, having been appointed or en­
dorsed earlier this year by the board. 
Most of the missionaries are joint em­
ployees with Baptist state conventions 
and/or associations. 

various designated contributions, pri­
marily for missionary support, and a 
projected $ll-million in investment in­
come.

More than 87 cents of every mission 
dollar will be spent for overseas minis­
tries or directly related expenses, with 
$90.1-million reserved for supporting 
missionaries and their families. Another 
$36.8-million is earmarked for mission 
field operating expenses, and $15-million 
will go to capital projects such as mis­
sionary housing, churches, Baptist 
schools, and other institutions.

The Richmond home office budget for 
administration and promotion totals 
about $19.3-million, approximately 11.9 
percent of the overall budget. That re­
flects a growth of about $1.5-million over 
the 1985 home budget. Much of the in­
crease will fund staff and equipment for 
the new Data Systems Development De­
partment, created by the board in De­
cember 1984 to meet the need for 
increased computer operations.

The $15-million budgeted for overseas 
capital projects and needs reflects some 
serious belt-tightening in field mission 
budgets worldwide. Directors of the 
board’s eight geographic areas worked 
with missionaries on all fields to redirect 
more than $8.5-million from projected 
operating funds to capital needs. Cou­
pled with $6.5-million budgeted from the 
1985 Lottie Moon offering, the funds will 
enable missionaries to take advantage of 
the strong American dollar before it 
loses value.

Financial experts have been predict­
ing the dollar will decline in value 
overseas and some devaluation is now 
being encouraged by the U.S. govern­
ment to help the American balance of 
trade. No one can predict when or how 
much the dollar will fall. Meanwhile, the 
Foreign Mission Board is making more 
money available at this “opportune mo­
ment’’ to finance needed capital items, 
said FMB President R. Keith Parks.

“If the dollar drops 10 percent in value, 
we wouldn’t have those extra funds to 
use,” Parks said. “If it drops 20 percent, 
we’re in trouble.”

Union association 
holds annual meet

The annual meeting of Union Baptist 
Association at Pistole Baptist Church in 
Sparta on Oct. 3 had representatives 
from each church or mission in the asso­
ciation. They also had a note-burning for 
their debt-free new building.

The meeting had visitors from the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention office and 
United Tennessee League. A special 
memorial service was held for deceased 
members.

All of the officers were re-elected and 
include Don Baker, who is pastor of 
Pistole Baptist Church , in Sparta, as 
moderator; Marion Arbuckle Jr., who is 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Spen­
cer as assistant moderator; Greg Bos­
ton, who is a layperson of First Baptist 
Church of Sparta, as treasurer; and 
Douglas Benningfield, who is pastor of 
Hickory Valley Baptist Church in Spar­
ta, as clerk.

The 1986 meeting will be Oct. 9 at 
Greenwood Baptist Church in Doyle.

Baptist and Reflector

NEW CHILDREN'S BOOK — Five-year-old Emily Fisher of Brentwood Baptist Church, 
Brentwood, works with The Birth of Jesus, a new Broadman Press children s book 
with 55 movable stickers and a read-along story.

TBC to meet in November.
(Continued from page 1)

Bylaws Committee and the Minister’s 
Aid Committee, before the session is con­
cluded by Sample’s message.

The Tuesday night session, which will 
begin at 6:45 p.m., will hear various re­
ports and will conclude with the presi­
dent’s address by May.

The election of officers and the adop­
tion of the convention’s Cooperative Pro­
gram budget-goal will highlight the 9 
a.m. Wednesday (Nov. 20) session. 
There will also be a report from the 
Trustee/Executive Board Interrelation­
ship Study Committee which was au­
thorized by the 1982 TBC. The session 
will close with Kingsley’s message.

At the 2:00 Wednesday afternoon ses­
sion, the messengers will vote on nomi­
nations from the Committee on Boards

James Clegg assumes 
Tennessee pastorate

James Clegg assumed his pastorate 
with Pleasant View Baptist Church in 
Clarksville Sept. 22.

He comes to the Clarksville church 
from Lewis Avenue Baptist Church in 
Waukegan, Hl.

As a graduate of Northwestern State 
College in Natchitoches, La., he attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, Fort Worth. Tex.

J. Milton Knox assumes 
Shelbyville pastorate

J. Milton Knox assumed the pastorate 
of First Baptist Church in Shelbyville on 
Aug. 25.

Coming to Shelby­
ville from Fairview, 
where he was pastor 
of the First Baptist 
Church, Knox previ­
ously served as asso­
ciate pastor of First 
Baptist Church in 
Joelton.

He is a graduate 
of Belmont College Knox
in Nashville and Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky. 

and the Committee on Committees, and 
on recommendations from the Constitu­
tion and Bylaws Committee. The mes­
sengers will hear the first of two reports 
from the Committee on Resolutions.

During the 6:45 Wednesday night ses­
sion, the convention will hear reports on 
the Tennessee-Michigan Sister State Re­
lationship, the conclusion of the Burkina 
Faso hunger and relief project, and the 
launching of the partnership mission re­
lationship with Venezuelan Baptists. The 
session will end with a message by 
Garcia.

The Committee on Resolutions will 
bring its final report to the 9:00 Tuesday 
morning (Nov. 21) session. There will 
also be a report from the TBC Commit­
tee on the Journal, and the convention 
will conclude with Rogers’ message.

Three miscellaneous business periods 
are scheduled during the convention — 
Tuesday morning, Tuesday afternoon, 
and Wednesday afternoon.

In addition to President May, other 
convention officers are vice-president, 
Robert Armour, director of missions for 
Beulah Baptist Association; second vice- 
president, Marshall Gupton, pastor of 
Una Baptist Church, Nashville; record­
ing and statistical secretary, Wallace 
Anderson, Nashville; registration secre­
tary, Pat Porter, Brentwood; and treas­
urer, Tom Madden, Brentwood.

Julian Suggs, director of the TBC 
church music department, will be in 
charge of music for the 1985 convention.

May has appointed Wayne Allen, pas­
tor of Briarcrest Baptist Church, Mem­
phis, to serve as parliamentarian.

L. Edwards accepts 
Bruceton pastorate

First Baptist Church, Bruceton^ 
recently called Leon Edwards as pastor. 
He comes to the Bruceton church from 
Ashland City, where he was pastor of 
First Baptist Church.

Other pastorates include Calvary Bap­
tist Church in Nashville and several 
Texas churches.

Edwards is a graduate of Belmont Col­
lege in Nashville and Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

He is a native of Smyrna.
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Disaster efforts in Mexico 
open doors for Baptist work

Laity abroad coordinator seeks 
persons visiting other countries

By Joe Westbury
MEXICO CITY - Baptist work here 

has received official recognition from 
government leaders due to the presence 
of Baptist Men disaster response units 
from four states.

In a historic meeting between repre­
sentatives of the city government, local 
Baptists, and the Baptist Men, the validi­
ty of the Mexican National Baptist Con­
vention was elevated from a virtually 
non-existent entity to that of co-workers 
with the government in meeting the needs 
of victims of the Sept. 19-20 earthquakes.

Previously Baptist work has been se­
verely limited due to government policy 
toward Christian organizations, explained 
Larry Gay, regional disaster coordinator 
for Baptists and a Southern Baptist rep­
resentative in Mexico.

However, the tide for Baptist work 
began to change when the convention re­
ceived government approval for a disas­
ter response van from Texas to set up a 
feeding operation in Mexico City, Gay 
explained. Texas has an on-going part­
nership with the convention and is famil­
iar with the people and their customs.

Carlos Plancarte, director of social 
protection for the city of 18-million 
residents, was so impressed with the 
unit’s ability to mass feed thousands of

TBC sets seminar 
to help refugees

A seminar on the steps of sponsoring 
refugees will be held at First Baptist 
Church in Cookeville on Thursday, Oct. 
24, at 7 p.m.

James Redding, of the missions de­
partment at the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention, is leading the seminar. He 
encouraged Tennessee churches to re­
spond to the many refugees who are still 
fleeing war, persecution, famine, and 
other life-threatening forces. Redding 
added, “Jesus was a refugee when as a 
young child His family had to flee to 
Egypt.”

The church is located at 18 South Wal­
nut Avenue in Cookeville.

Union to dedicate 
new chapel organ

JACKSON — Union University will 
dedicate its new pipe organ for G. M. 
Savage Memorial Chapel, Oct. 21 in two 
services.

At 10 a.m., the college family, student 
body, alumni, and friends of the college 
will gather for a formal worship and 
dedication ceremony.

The 50-minute program will feature or­
gan instructor Scott Bennett, the Union 
University Singers, music instructor 
Tim Gale, tenor, and a brass ensemble. 
Brief dedicatory speeches will be made 
by Robert Orr, chairman of the organ 
committee; Hyran Barefoot, vice-pres­
ident for academic affairs; and Pieter 
Visser, designer and builder of the 
organ.

At 8 p.m., a formal dedication recital 
will be presented by Bennett. He will be 
assisted by the Third Avenue Vocal Con­
sort of Atlanta, Ga. A reception will im­
mediately follow the concert in the main 
lobby.

The public is invited to, attend both ser­
vices.

homeless individuals that he began to in­
quire about the ministry.

As the second and third quakes rocked 
the city, Baptist units from Oklahoma, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi, under re­
quest from the convention, rolled to the 
Mexican border to await instructions. 
When Plancarte was told additional units 
were waiting to further help the city’s 
growing number of homeless residents, 
he gave the green light for the Baptist 
Men to cross the border.

The three units received a military 
escort from the Mexican-U.S. border and 
began feeding operations in other parts 
of the city.

“The four units have been serving 
10,000 meals a day since Oct. 1. Under 
cooperation with the Mexico City govern­
ment, the Baptist Men are being utilized 
in the hardest hit sections of the city,’’ 
said Brotherhood Commission Disaster 
Response Coordinator Cameron Byler.

The success of the Baptist response 
has led the Mexican government to ask 
the Mexican Baptist Convention to form 
a national disaster response unit. Mex­
ican Baptists will man it. Texas Baptist 
Men and the Southern Baptist Brother­
hood Commission have been asked to 
serve as consultants in setting up the 
new unit.

Byler reports that tents, cooking units, 
and utensils are currently being pur­
chased. He hopes the new response unit 
will be operational this month. At that 
time it will take over much of the relief 
work Southern Baptist volunteers are 
currently doing.

Local Baptist leaders are optimistic 
the contacts with government officials 
have opened the door to a more coopera­
tive relationship which could lead to 
heightened visibility of Baptist work.

A House committee to study pari­
mutuel gambling is now being organized. 
You can bet that two arguments will be 
dusted off and pranced before the public. 
“We’re just letting the people vote’’ is a 
cop-out. “It will boost the economy” is 
a deception.

The people already have the right to 
vote. Any county can call a referendum 
on most issues. But they cannot vote on 
pari-mutuel gambling because betting 
on races in Tennessee is illegal. For that 
to change, the General Assembly will 
have to legalize it. The elections which 
would follow would simply determine 
where the betting could take place. The 
bogus argwnent, “We’re just letting the 
people decide,” misinterprets the facts.

A high percentage of people in the rac­
ing industry lose money. Breeders, own­
ers of horses, owners of tracks lose 
money just like bettors do. If pari-mutuel 
gambling does anything to the agricul­
ture business of Tennessee, it will send 
millions of Tennessee dollars to Ken­
tucky. Racetrack betting may boost an 
economy, but that is more likely to be 
Lexington, Kentucky’s than ours.

The arguments for racetrack gam­
bling are hollow and treacherous.

By Connie Davis
Gwen Davis is glad to be involved in 

foreign missions again although her re­
sponsibilities keep her at home in Leb­
anon.

Davis is the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board’s first laity abroad coor­
dinator for Tennessee.

She was involved in foreign missions 
as a volunteer medical worker in Bur­
kina Faso (foi^nerly Upper Volta) as a 
part of Tennessee’s five-year hunger and 
relief project, which ended recently.

Explaining that many persons who 
travel to other countries “leave their 
witness at home,” Davis said Southern 
Baptists who are tourists, in the mili­
tary, in business, and in other countries 
for other reasons, “can be missionaries.”

Noting the many countries that will not 
accept SBC career missionaries, Davis 
added that other missionaries are unsure 
if they can go back or stay in their coun­
tries. The FMB’s laity abroad program 
might be called “a sneaky way” to do 
missions, said Davis.

“Many servicemen’s wives say, ‘We 
are so bored,’ ” said Davis. “They (peo­
ple in other countries) are begging for 
people to teach English. Then we can 
witness to them.” continued Davis.

The Foreign Mission Board helps the

Israeli commission counters plan 
to replace church in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM (BP)- Three years af­
ter the Narkis Street Baptist Church was 
destroyed by arsonists, the congregation 
has learned its rebuilding plans have 
been rejected by a regional development 
commission.

However, the commission reportedly 
will allow a 60-seat worship center - 
equivalent to the one gutted Oct. 7, 1982 
- and other improvements at the site.

The 300-member congregation had been 
seeking permission to build an up-to-date 
facility encompassing a 400-seat audito­
rium, several Sunday School rooms, and 
office space.

According to a statement issued by the 
church’s pastor, Robert Lindsey, “Mem­
bers of the district planning commission 
have privately reported that after a 
stormy session three members voted to 
grant the approval as requested (by the 
congregation) and six others voted to 
deny (it).”

Formal notice of the commission’s 
decision has not been received, said 
Lindsey, a Southern Baptist represen­
tative to Israel since 1944.

“We have to accept and forgive those 
who voted against the church’s (rebuild­
ing) plans,” Brad Young, a Southern 
Baptist living in Israel, exhorted fellow 
church members in an Oct. 5 service.

Young, referring to the arsonists, also 
said, “We have to love the people who 
persecute us.”

He urged a response to the commis­
sion’s decision be formulated, ex­
pressing the church’s opposition but 
maintaining the integrity of its Christian 
stance. He also expressed “confidence 
that God is working and all will work out 
for good.”

At the close of the service, worshipers 
moved from a tent-like structure, where 
services have been held since the fire, to 
the remains of the chapel. They read a 
section from the Old Testament, Haggai 
2:1-9. Lindsey said verse 9 is of par­

person going or already abroad by send­
ing them information on the culture, 
customs, Southern Baptist missionaries, 
and church programs there. They also 
request that a church commissioning 
service be held for the person.

Davis, who is available to speak in 
Tennessee churches and to provide infor­
mation on the laity abroad program, 
noted that the only requirement for a 
person to be involved is that he or she be 
a Christian and Southern Baptist.

Most workers receive more than they 
give, she said, recalling what a life­
changing experience she had in foreign 
missions. Even her work as one of the 
first women to serve on the Executive 
Committee for the SBC and the commis­
sioner of personnel for the state govern­
ment, “did not compare to Upper 
Volta,” Davis testified. “I’ll never be the 
same again. There are so many ways to 
serve.”

For persons interested in serving in 
the laity abroad ministry'. Davis directed 
them contact either Jackie Hollis, Laity 
Abroad, Foreign Mission Board, P.O. 
Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230 or Gwen 
Davis, Laity Abroad, 217 Cumberland 
Drive, Lebanon, TN 37087. They are also 
seeking the names of persons already in 
other countries.

ticular encouragement to the congrega­
tion, “The glory of this present house will 
be greater than the glory of the former 
house.”

“We feel God wants us to rebuild.” 
Lindsey said.

The church’s proposed replacement of 
its former chapel, which was built in 
1933, would have cost $l-million. Al­
ready. $500,000 has been contributed by 
groups, congregations, and individuals 
in numerous countries, including many 
in the United States.

Approval from the city of Jerusalem 
came last fall and “most of the officials 
were extremely helpful,” the pastor 
said. But the plans have been bogged 
down in the regional development com­
mission since November 1984.

Slowing down the process has been op­
position from Y’ad L’achim, a conser­
vative Jewish organization antagonistic 
toward Christianity. Prior to a commis­
sion hearing earlier this year, Y’ad 
L’achim organized a protest in front of 
the church Jan. 23, promoting it with 
posters throughout Jerusalem. About 100 
people, including women, children, and 
teen-agers, participated.

BSSB gives Testaments 
to earthquake victims

NASHVILLE - The Baptist Sunday 
School Board has given 15,000 copies of 
the Spanish Good News America New 
Testament to Texas Baptist volunteers 
for victims of the recent earthquakes in 
Mexico City.

The Good News America New Testa­
ments, published by Holman Bible Pub­
lishers to support Southern Baptist 
outreach efforts and the simultaneous 
revivals next spring, were donated by 
the Sunday School Board to support the 
denomination’s efforts to assist in 
disaster relief.
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Missions retirees note milestones, rewards
By Art Toalston

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Mail was car­
ried in a backpack to Stockwell and 
Darlyne Sears in remote Indonesia years 
ago. “We were at the ends of the earth 
... but we found God was there to greet 
us,” Sears recounted in a service honor­
ing 36 retiring Southern Baptist foreign 
missionaries.

The Searses, now of Rosenburg, Tex., 
were among the first missionaries who, 
in 1951, opened Southern Baptist evan­
gelistic work in Indonesia.

Numerous milestones, rewarding ex­
periences and humorous instances from 
the 36 missionaries’ 1,202 total years of 
work were mentioned during the Oct. 7 
service in Richmond.

Sears, for example, was a missionary 
to China, as was his aunt, Mary Sears 
Connely, and his grandfather, George 
Sears. Sears was among about 200 South­
ern Baptist missionaries who left the 
country when the Communist govern­
ment came to power. Other new retirees 
who also worked in China are Mildred 
Lovegren, now of Gaston, Ore., and 
Ruby Wheat of Wichita Falls, Tex.

Lovegren, who later did student and 
social work in Hong Kong and Macao, 
told of a return trip to China in June 1983 
and said, “Thousands of churches in 
China are open again. The Lord God Who 
opened those churches can also keep 
them open.”

Wheat, who later worked in Pusan. 
Korea, was made an honorary citizen of 
the city and given a solid gold key in 
January 1984 for her 30 years of nursing 
and administrative work at the Wallace 
Memorial Baptist Hospital there.

Another emeritus couple, Alvin and 
Doris Spencer, now of Charlotte, N.C., 
wrere the first Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries to begin evangelistic work in 
Okinawa in 1960. Juanita Harper, now of 
Corpus Christi, Tex., and her late hus­
band, Wimpy, were Southern Baptists’ 
first missionaries to Tanganyika, now 
Tanzania, in 1956. Her most recent place 
of service was Nairobi, Kenya.

Don and Vi Orr, who worked 34 years 
in Cali, Colombia, were the first music 
missionaries appointed by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Orr, of Midland, Tex., noted the “mir­
acles” that led to his missions service, 
such as his conversion to Christianity, 
surviving 203 bombing runs during 
World War H, and the sense of call that 
struck him and his wife when they were 
students at Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, Tex. 
“With this many miracles to get us to the 
mission field,” Orr said, “you can im­
agine how many it took to keep us there.”

“There were times,” said Bryant Dur­
ham, now of Lithonia, Ga., “in which I 
wondered if I would ever make it to a re­
tirement service.” During civil strife in 
Nigeria in the late 1960s, for example, 
the missionary evangelist remained in 
the country while his wife, Ina, and their 
family returned to the United States for 
two years. The Durhams later worked in 
Upper Volta, now called Burkina Faso.

“We witnessed the birth of several na­
tions as they moved from colonial status 
to independence” during their 34 years in 
Africa, Durham said. But more impor­
tant, he said, was “the rebirth of dozens 
and dozens of people” from paganism or 
Islam.

Three generations of missions work in 
Brazil are connected with Edward and 
Lois Berry, now of Benton, Ark. His par­
ents, William and Olga Anne Berry of 
Memphis, worked in Brazil 41 years and 
his daughter, Laura Anne Spiegel and 
her husband, David, are missionaries

LIKE EGGS? — Newly retired Missionaries Logan and Ginny Atnip (center and 
right) tell Minette Drumwright of the Foreign Mission Board staff about an ex­
perience in their first worship service in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) many years 
ago. "Do you like eggs?" the Atnips were asked. After answering affirmatively, 
they were given two live chickens. The Atnips were among 36 emeritus mis­
sionaries honored Oct. 7 in Richmond, Va.

there now. The new retirees worked in 
Brazil 32 years. He did mass media 
work, then religious education, while she 
was a teacher, mission treasurer, and 
historian.

Another missionary to Brazil, David 
Mein, now of Valdosta, Ga., succeeded 
his late father, John Mein, as president 
of the North Brazil Baptist Theological 
Seminary. David Mein also is a former 
president of the Brazilian Baptist Con­
vention.

Mein’s wife, Lou Demie, laughed in 
telling of a stray bullet that stung her 
three years ago and dropped into her 
open Bible while her husband was 
preaching on “How to Deal with Your 
Problems.” The incident occurred dur­
ing an outdoor meeting of a new con­
gregation. The bullet did not pierce her 
skin and must have flown a considerable 
distance.

Valentine urges Baptists 
to push for alcohol taxes

NASHVILLE (BP)- An Oct. 1 in­
crease in federal alcohol excise taxes is 
“grossly inadequate,” according to a 
Southern Baptist ethicist who has called 
for significant increases in alcohol taxes.

Foy Valentine, executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission, said the 19 percent increase 
solely on distilled spirits represents 
“only token action when dramatic in­
itiatives are required to deal with the 
unacceptable budget deficit and to help 
reduce our country’s epidemic problem 
of alcohol abuse.”

The National Alcohol Tax Coalition 
(NATC) has proposed major increases in 
the excise tax and the equalization of the 
tax rate for all forms of alcoholic bev­
erages, recommendations strongly en­
dorsed by Valentine, whose agency deals 
with alcohol-related issues.

With the 19 percent increase on dis­
tilled spirits, the liquor tax, adjusted for 
alcohol content, will be 17 times the tax 
on table wine and four times the tax on 
beer. Even doubling the tax on liquor 
would only restore federal liquor taxes 
approximately to their 1974 level, ac-

Virginia Wingo, missionary to Italy 
who now lives in Pineville, La., was 
honored during the service even though 
she retired in 1982. “It just took me a 
long time packing,” she quipped. The 
past three years, she has been associate 
pastor of a church near Turin, Italy. For 
20 years, she directed a girls’ school in 
Rome.

Other new retirees, their places of ser­
vice and current residences are Tom and 
Mary Gullatt, Japan, Fairburn, Ga.; 
Hugo and Doris Parkman, Philippines, 
Decatur, Ga.; Victor Davis, Brazil, 
Richmond, Va.; Fred and Mariruth 
Hawkins, Brazil, Columbia, Tenn.; John 
and Jean Poe, Brazil, Newton, N.C.; Jo 
Stover, Brazil, Green Acres, Fla.; John 
and Maurine McTyre, Chile, Tampa, 
Fla.; Antonina Canzoneri, Bahamas, 
Jackson, Miss.; E. V. and Frances May, 
Caribbean, Livingston, Tex; Morris and 

cording to a study by the NATC.
Until Oct. 1, the alcohol excise tax had 

not been increased since 1951. In the 
meantime, the report said, the value of 
the alcohol tax dollar has shrunk by 75 
percent, depriving the Treasury of bil­
lions of dollars.

Federal taxes now amount to less than 
three cents on a can of beer and less than 
a penny on a glass of wine. Increases 
proposed by NATC would raise the taxes 
to about 23 cents per serving.

Supporters of the proposals argue such 
actions could help cut the federal budget 
deficit by bringing in more than $10- 
billion a year in new revenue. They also 
believe the proposals would reduce 
drinking - and drinking-related prob­
lems - especially among teen-agers.

Valentine urged Southern Baptists to 
express their views to elected represen­
tatives on two key committees, the 
House Ways and Means Committee and 
the Senate Finance Committee. “Sup­
port of these measures can literally save 
lives as well as billions of dollars,” he 
said. “We must be diligent in our efforts 
to stem the tide of alcohol abuse.”

Joyce Wright, Caribbean Christian pub­
lications in El Paso, Tex., El Paso; 
Stella Austin, Nigeria, Lenoir, N.C.; and 
Logan and Ginny Atnip, Zimbabwe, 
Houston.

Several of the retiring missionaries 
have Tennessee connections.

Mrs. Berry, the former Lois Roberts, 
was bom in Maryville. She is a graduate 
of Maryville College, also attended the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and 
taught school in Walland and Maryville 
from 1942 to 1946.

Canzoneri is a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University School of Nursing, Nashville.

Hawkins, a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, was a draftsman 
with the Tennessee Valley Authority in 
Chattanooga prior to appointment in 
1955. Earlier he served as minister of 
music at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Knoxville (1944-45), and as minister of 
education and music at First Baptist 
Church, Clinton (1946-49).

Mrs. Hawkins, the former Mariruth 
Barker, was bora in Columbia. A grad­
uate of Carson-Newman, she also at­
tended UT Knoxville, taught school in 
Clinton, and did office work in Columbia 
and Nashville before appointment.

May was pastor of Flewellyn Baptist 
Church, Springfield (1953-54), and First 
Baptist Church, Trezevant (1954-56).

Mr. and Mrs. Poe are both Carson- 
Newman graduates. He was director of 
missions (then called associational mis­
sionary) for the Jefferson County Baptist 
Association (1947-48) and was pastor of 
several Tennessee churches from 1946 to 
1951. Mrs. Poe, the former Wilma Jean 
Howard, is a native of Knoxville.

Literacy workshop 
set for Jackson

Two Southern Baptists are teaching at 
a literacy workshop directed by Literacy 
Missions Volunteers Inc., a non-denomi- 
natiohal organization. It will be held on 
Nov. 8-9 in Jackson and is recommended 
by the missions department of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention.

Sue Stansell from Shelby County Bap­
tist Association and Nancy Tilley of 
Madison-Chester Association of Baptists 
are both active in literacy programs in 
their associations. They will teach the 
“English for Speakers of Other Lan­
guages” workshop for teachers.

The fee of $15 includes materials and 
$5 pre-registration fee which is due Nov. 
1. Contact office at 416 E. Lafayette St., 
Jackson, TN 38301.

Maddox reports 
on record gifts

JEFFERSON CITY - Carson-Newman 
College President J. Cordell Maddox, in 
his report to the executive committee of 
the board of trustees at their Oct. 4 
meeting on campus, noted a record year 
for gifts to the Tennessee Baptist college. 
Gifts from all sources were up 24.6 per­
cent and topped the $4.2-million mark.

Maddox also reported that the college 
ended the 1984-85 fiscal year with an ex­
cess of income over expenditures. This 
marks the ninth straight year that the 
college has ended the year in the black.

The Baptist college president also 
reported a slight decreased in enroll­
ment. Carson-Newman, in the process of 
tightening academic standards and rais­
ing admission requirements, had antici­
pated the drop in enrollment during this 
period of flux.
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Stanley urges students to focus on Jesus Christ
KANSAS CITY, Mo.(BP)- A minis- 

ter’s’main priority should be developing 
an intimate relationship with Jesus 
Christ, Southern Baptist Convention 
President Charles Stanley told students 
at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 10. 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Atlanta, was guest speaker during 
chapel at the seminary.

“The wisest thing you can do as a stu­
dent is to make your priority developing

Criswell's church 
gets $1.8-million

DALLAS (BP)- A record $1.85-million 
offering was given by members of First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, on Pastor W. A. 
Criswell’s 41st anniversary at the church 
Oct. 6, in what was thought to be the 
largest one-day cash offering ever col­
lected by a church.

Criswell had appealed to the congrega­
tion for a special $l-million offering to 
enable the church to meet its budget re­
quirements, noting that “we are behind 
in the payment of our local program.’’ 
The church’s recently adopted 1986 bud­
get totals about $11.2-million.

After receiving offerings during both 
morning worship services. First Baptist 
Church’s financial officers spent at least 
six hours counting $1.8-million in checks 
and cash. About $50,000 was collected at 
the evening worship service.

Of the total $1,857,453.44, undesignated 
budget offerings totalled $795,165.16. 
Oran Gentry, director of business and 
finance at First Baptist Church, would 
not release information concerning how 
the remaining $1,062,288.28 was desig­
nated.

In his weekly newsletter column, Cris­
well had urged church members to par­
ticipate in the “Day of Agreement” 
service by making a “sacrifice for the 
triumph of the day.” He reminded mem­
bers of expenses incurred in maintaining 
and operating the church’s multimillion­
dollar downtown complex.

“It pleased our Lord to create us earth- 
bound. Our hearts may be in heaven, but 
our feet are still on the earth,” he wrote. 
“There are bills that we must pay, and to 
be faithful to them is as much in the 
praise and service of God as it is to pray 
or to sing a song.”

Holston Valley holds 
annual '84-85 meeting

Holston Valley Baptist Association 
met for their annual meeting Oct. 3-4 at 
First Baptist Church in Church Hill and 
McKinney’s Chapel in Rogersville.

For the first time Gary Gerhardt, who 
is pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Church Hill, was elected as moderator 
replacing Floyd Looney, who is pastor of 
Big Creek Baptist Church in Rogersville. 
Also John Parrott Jr., who is pastor of 
Henard’s Chapel in Rogersville, is vice­
moderator for the first time.

Other officers that were re-elected 
were Linda D. Williams, who is a layper­
son of Choptack Baptist Church in 
Rogersville, as treasurer/clerk; Audrey 
Forgety, who is a layperson of East 
Rogersville Baptist Church in Rogers­
ville, as assistant treasurer ; and Wilma 
Bennett, who is a layperson of Howe’s 
Chapel in Rogersville, as assistant clerk.

The 1986 meeting will be Oct. 23 at East 
Rogersville Baptist Church and Oct. 24 
at First Baptist Church in Sneedville. 

a warm, personal relationship with 
Christ. Then you have something to 
give,” Stanley told the audience. Basing 
his message on Colossians 4:17, Stanley 
said Paul reminded his readers the call 
to ministry is an act of God’s grace.

Stanley warned students against enter­
ing the ministry grudgingly.

“Friends, you and I need to see God’s 
calling as an act of wonderful, match­
less, incomparable grace. It is an act of 
God’s love that He called you and when 
the going gets rough, that doesn’t mean 
that the grace has disappeared,” he said.

Stanley noted that Paul urged minis­
ters to be constant in their service. 
“Don’t take it (the ministry) for granted 
and don’t be careless about it,” he said.

Stanley said he believes when a person 
commits his or her life to full-time minis­
try, “Satan has beefed up his strategy 
and his attack on you. The more suc­
cessful you are in the ministry, the more 
Satan is going to work you over.”

He said Christian servants need each 
other’s prayers and support in battling 
Satan. “There’s no single one of us to 
reach any level of life where we don’t 
need one another,” he said, adding, to be 
an effective servant, a minister needs to
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be fruitful, fervent, fearless, and 
faithful.

Stanley related a time in his early 
ministry at First Baptist Church, Atlan­
ta. He and his wife spent a week’s vaca­
tion setting goals for and evaluating 
their lives and ministry. As they sought 
God’s guidance, Stanley said he kept 
notes on their decisions and goals. He 
said he still reads these every four 
months to evaluate himself.

The SBC president urged seminarians 
to take time for evaluation. He suggested 
they pray, “Show me the truth about me. 
What do You want me to do with my 
life?” pointing out, “It will put punch 
and excitement and fire and enthusiasm 
in your ministry where you may not be so 
excited.”

Stanley also said a desire to fervently 
know God deeply is the most important 
thing in a minister’s life. Through de­
pendence upon God, ministers should be 
fearless in their service, Stanley said. 
“Fear is devastating in the ministry. It 
can cause a man to compromise his con­
victions,” he noted.

He also urged ministers to be fearless 
in their preaching, but warned against 
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dogmatism. “There is only one thing we 
ought to be dogmatic about: the only way 
of salvation is the sacrificial, substitu­
tionary, all sufficient, atoning death of 
Jesus Christ - period,” Stanley stressed. 
The crowd applauded.

Stanley also noted ministers should be 
faithful in their service. He said a minis­
ter’s prayer life supersedes all other ac­
tivity. “Friend, when that’s right, 
there’s no limit to what God can do. 
When it’s not there, forget it.”

He reminded students of God’s faith­
fulness as they consider their future min­
istry, urging, “Quickly come to the place 
in your life where you are willing to say, 
‘Lord, I choose to obey You, no matter 
what,’ and God will place you where He 
wants you, no matter what.”

Stanley joined faculty, trustees, and 
staff for lunch and dialogue following 
chapel. He also spoke in an ethics class 
of C. W. Scudder, professor of Christian 
ethics. Stanley had Scudder as a profes­
sor while a student at Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Tex.

Midwestern has hosted every SBC 
president since the seminary began 
classes in 1958.
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Supreme Court returns; rejects religion cases
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP)- Returning to 
the bench Oct. 7 for what is expected to 
be another historic year in church-state 
law, the U.S. Supreme Court neverthe­
less rejected a dozen newly appealed 
disputes in religion cases from across 
the nation.

Already scheduled for argument and 
decision in the new term - which runs 
from October through June - are four 
church-state cases, including a key 
dispute over “equal access” to public 
school property for student-initiated 
religious clubs on secondary school 
campuses.

In disposing of some 1,000 cases 
overall on its first day back after the 
traditional summer recess, the high 
court without comment disposed of relig­
ion cases in several categories. By de­
clining to hear the disputes, the court left 
in place lower court rulings in the cases.

-The justices refused to review a deci­
sion of the Texas Supreme Court that the 
state’s requirement for a license to op­
erate a childcare facility did not violate 
the religious rights of the Corpus Christi 
People’s Baptist Church, an independent 
congregation. Appealing to the nation’s 
high court, attorneys for the church had 
argued the licensing law violated the 
free exercise of religion clause of the 
First Amendment.

-Likewise left standing was a decision 
of the Virginia Supreme Court invoking 
another independent Baptist congrega­
tion that objected to a state judge’s ap­
pointment of a commissioner to resolve 
an internal dispute over whether to dis-

miss the pastor. The commissioner was 
authorized to oversee a congregational 
meeting where the issue was to be de­
cided, accompanied at his discretion by 
a deputy sheriff. Although a faction of 
the New Calvary Baptist Church, Nor­
folk, Va., objected, the state’s high court 
ruled the judge was within Constitutional 
limits in appointing the commissioner.

—In two other internal church dis­
putes, the justices declined to disturb 
rulings by the Pennsylvania Supreme

BJCPA opposes removal 
of charitable deductions

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP)- Acting as con­

gressional debate heats up over Presi­
dent Ronald Reagan’s tax reform 
package, the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs went on record Oct. 7 op­
posing a provision that would remove 
deductibility for contributions made to 
charities by taxpayers who do not item­
ize deductions.

Responding to an urgent appeal from 
Executive Director James M. Dunn, the 
BJCPA Executive Committee adopted a 
resolution supporting continuation of in­
come tax deductions for all taxpayers 
who give to charities and opposing “any 
tax law change that would abolish such 
incentives for charitable giving.”

Current law allows taxpayers who 
itemize their deductions to deduct up to 
one-half of their adjusted gross income 
for gifts to charitable organizations, in­
cluding churches. Taxpayers who file the 
so-called “short form” and do not 
itemize deductions will be permitted to 
deduct 50 percent of their gifts to 
charities for tax year 1985 and 100 per­
cent in 1986. But the provision for non- 
itemizers expires after 1986.

In taking the action, the BJCPA Ex­
ecutive Committee made plain its appeal 
for deductions extends to deductibility 
for contributions to all charities, not 
churches alone. Dunn cited published 
projections that more than 80 percent of 
American taxpayers are expected to file 
the short form if President Reagan’s tax 
reform package becomes law.

In a related action, the 12-member 
committee - which meets semiannually 

Court and an Illinois appeals court that 
local Presbyterian congregations may 
retain their church property despite 
voting to withdraw from their mother 
denomination, the United Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). Under so-called “neu­
tral principles of law” regarding 
disputed property, both lower panels 
held, state courts may intervene in such 
disputes.

-The high court also refused to in­
tervene in a family dispute over the 

and acts for the full, 44-member BJCPA 
between the latter’s annual meetings - 
instructed its staff to develop an 
“apology” for charitable tax exemption 
to counter the notion set forth in recent 
Supreme Court decisions that such ex­
emption amounts to governmental sub­
sidy. The staff was asked to present its 
findings at the next meeting of the full 
BJCPA in March 1986.

Other actions taken by the Executive 
Committee included authorization of a 
panel to study BJCPA representation 
from its eight constituent bodies, estab­
lishment of a law library, and adoption of 
a budget for 1985-86.

The study panel is expected to recom­
mend streamlining representation to 
reflect more accurately the relative 
numerical strength of and financial con­
tributions by member bodies.

Action establishing the John W. Baker 
Memorial Law Library followed an­
nouncement that Mary Baker, widow of 
the late BJCPA general counsel, and her 
four sons have donated Baker’s collec­
tion of legal volumes to the agency he 
served for 15 years before his death last 
January.

Newly elected general counsel, Oliver 
S. (Buzz) Thomas, will seek donations in 
the form of additional volumes from 
other Baptist attorneys across the na­
tion. The agency also will use memorial 
funds honoring Baker to expand the spe­
cialized, church-state collection.

Executive Committee also adopted a 
$575,600 budget for the fiscal year that 
began Oct. 1,1985, a figure that includes 
$418,900 from the SBC Cooperative Pro­
gram.

religious upbringing of children. A 
Massachusetts woman whose former 
husband was awarded custody of the 
couple’s daughters sought review of the 
custody decision, claiming the judge 
discriminated against her because of her 
zeal as a “born-again” Christian. But the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court, 
the state’s highest tribunal, upheld the 
lower judge’s action.

-In an unusual copyright case, the 
high court upheld a jury’s award of 
$190,000 to a publisher of religious music 
for actual damages inflicted by unau­
thorized reproduction of music from 
hymnals and songsheets by Catholic 
parishes in and around Chicago, Ill. At 
the same time, the justices agreed with 
the trial court’s refusal to award the 
larger sum of $1.5-million sought by the 
music company, which claimed each of 
the Chicago archdiocese’s parishes could 
be sued as a separate legal entity.

—In a case involving a Jehovah’s Wit­
ness who died on the operating table af­
ter refusing a blood transfusion, the high 
court left standing a decision by the 
Washington Supreme Court upholding a 
jury’s award of limited damages for 
negligence on the part of the attending 
physician before the transfusion became 
necessary. The jury nevertheless deter­
mined that 75 percent of the fault for the 
woman’s death was attributable to her 
refusal to permit the transfusion.

-The justices also let stand a ruling by 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals up­
holding a classroom teacher who as­
signed a student to read an alternative 
book to Gordon Parks’ The Learning 
Tree after the student protested the 
volume’s alleged ridiculing of Jesus 
Christ. The student took the teacher and 
school district to court, claiming that 
despite the option to read another book, 
inclusion of Parks’ work on a required 
reading list enshrined secular humanism 
as a state religion.

-Likewise upheld was a decision by 
the Florida Supreme Court that ruled 
earlier in favor of a state law banning 
pari-mutuel betting on Sundays.

-And in three separate cases in which 
religious discrimination in employment 
was claimed by a Catholic, a Jew, and a 
Baptist, the justices upheld lower rulings 
disallowing the claims on grounds that 
none of the three demonstrated that re­
ligion was a relevant factor.

Invitation to the Feast challenges 
and stimulates the ordinary Christian 
in self-exploration. The Foreword 
states, “The reader will find these 
thoughts come from an unusual mind, 
and they indeed will become food for 
the soul."

It’s a book for all Christians who 
want to grow and become more effec­
tive with the practical application of 
their Christian faith. Creative subjects, 
a variety of stories, and quoted mate­
rials make it suitable for devotions and 
sermons and encouraging reading for 
adults and older youth.

Paper, $3.25

Danny E. Bush is associate minis­
ter and minister of education at First 
Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, Tennes­
see. He has served other churches in 
Tennessee, North Carolina, Maryland, 
Texas, and Virginia.

At your Baptist Book Store

BROADMAN

Go Ye Therefore...

Tennessee Woman's Missionary Union
97th Annual Session

Monday, November 18, 1985 

Second Baptist Church 
4680 Walnut Grove Rd.

Memphis Tennessee
Sessions: 9:30 a.m., 1:15 p.m., 6:45 p.m.

Lunch will be served at the church

Program personnel will include: 
Dr. Dorothy Sample, President, WMU, SBC
Dr. Keith Parks, President, Foreign Mission Board 
Charlotte Davis, Missionary to Grenada 
Esther Burroughs, Home Mission Board

Presentation of proposed changes in bylaws will be con­
sidered at the 1:15 p.m. afternoon session.
\_____ __  - _______ —__________________

HCBA announces dates 
for preachers' school

SEYMOUR - Harrison-Chilhowee Bap­
tist Academy will open its second session 
of the academy’s weekend preachers’ 
school on Oct. 19 at 8 a.m. in the Ogle 
Building.

The session will end Dec. 7.
Subjects offered include “Hebrews,” 

“New Testament Survey: Acts,” and 
“Evangelism 3: How To Build an Evan­
gelistic Church.” Raymond Smith, re­
tired pastor, will continue to teach.

Preachers who attend the classes are 
asked only to purchase their textbooks. A 
benefactor has provided funds to pay tui­
tion costs for properly certified minis­
terial students.

brochure; BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT
Xj/TOLL FREE 1-800*251-0679 
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

^3511 HIXSON P1KE«CHATTANOOGA.TN3741^
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LEADERSHIP...
Bob Elliot is serving as interim pastor 

of First Baptist Church, Newbern. He is 
business manager for Union University, 
Jackson.

Danny Davis, minister of music for 
Calvary Baptist Church in Alcoa, has 
moved to Pineville, Ky., where he is 
associate pastor and minister of educa­
tion and youth at First Baptist Church.

Pastor of Allegheny Baptist Church, 
Maryville, Dennis Robinson has re­
signed.

Rick Sparks has accepted the position 
of minister of media at First Baptist 
Church in Alcoa. He is a graduate of the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

Personal 
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretory-Treasurer

Recently as I read again the account 
about John the Baptist being in prison, I 
was impressed with his loneliness and 
doubt. “And John calling unto him two of 
his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, 
Art Thou He that should come? or look 
we for another?” (Luke 7:19). I have 
thought of some of the things that might 
have caused John the Baptist to doubt.

There was concern about being impris­
oned. There was a seeming failure of 
goodness. John was in jail, not for doing 
bad, but because he had preached the 
truth. Herod was living in sin and was 
very wicked, yet he was free and was en­
joying the luxurious life while John was 
imprisoned.

Another reason that might have caused 
him to doubt was the pressure of public 
opinion. People were beginning to turn 
away from Jesus. They were finally go­
ing to crucify Him and there were few 
who shared John’s convictions about 
righteous living.

Of course, there is always the fact of 
shared loneliness. He was shut in alone. 
He had been so active and now he was in­
active. He was a man of the desert. Now, 
he had a great deal of time on his hands.

There is also in the account some sug­
gestions for a cure for honest doubt. 
First of all, there was the honest search 
for truth. John really wanted to believe 
and his questions were sincere. Was 
Jesus the Christ or was he to look for 
another?

Another thing that helped John was his 
total willingness to accept evidence 
rather than to deny proof. Christ sent 
word about what He was doing.

“Tell John what things ye have seen 
and heard; how that the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the gospel is preached.” John drew 
his own conclusion.

Our Lord said, “And blessed is he, 
whosoever shall not be offended in Me” 
(Luke 7:23). John was not offended in 
Christ. His faithfulness to Christ cost 
him his life. Christ still cures honest 
doubt.

Arthur Ridge, pastor of Birchfield 
Baptist Church in Maryville, has re­
signed.

Oak Grove Baptist Church in Spring­
field has called Troy Birdwell as minis­
ter of music. Terry Lee Whiteside is the 
pastor.

Effective Sept. 15, John Norris re­
signed at Center Point Baptist Church, 
Springfield, as pastor.

Litz Manor Baptist Church in Kings­
port has called Nancy Lynn Sager as 
minister of music. A native of Big Stone 
Gap, Va., she is a graduate of Shenan­
doah College and Conservatory of Music, 
Winchester, Va. Johnny F. McKinney is 
the pastor.

On Sept. 29, J. Harold Stephens was 
called to serve as interim pastor of Trini­
ty Baptist Church, Manchester.

William D. Dockery and Rocky A. 
Hodge have joined the staff of McCalla 
Avenue Baptist Church in Knoxville. 
Dockery is associate pastor - adminis­
tration, education, and outreach. He is a 
graduate of Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex. 
Hodge is associate pastor - music and 
youth. He comes to the McCalla Avenue 
church from Arlington Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, where he was director of 
youth, young adults, and youth choirs.

REVIVALS...
There were 350 decisions with approxi­

mately 100 professions of faith at the 
revival at Radnor Baptist Church, Nash­
ville, Sept. 12-15. J. Harold Smith, from 
Orlando, Fla., was the evangelist for the 
week at the church where Paul Durham 
is pastor.

Gerald Stow, executive director-treas­
urer of Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes, recently led revival services at 
First Baptist Church, Lewisburg, where 
Paul W. Woodford is pastor. Julian 
Suggs, director of the church music 
department for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, led the music during the 
revival that led to three professions of 
faith and several other decisions.

Point Pleasant Baptist Church, Bu­
chanan, recently held revival services. 
Noel Edwards, pastor of First Baptist

Crockett County 
meets for '84-85

A layperson was elected for his first 
term as moderator at the annual meet­
ing of Crockett County Baptist Associa­
tion Oct. 7-8 at Three Way Baptist 
Church in Bells.

Jim Austin of First Baptist Church in 
Maury City replaces Bill Burks, who is 
pastor of Barker’s Chapel in Friendship, 
as moderator. Also elected for the first 
time was David Green, who is pastor of 
Cairo Baptist Church in Alamo, as vice­
moderator. Re-elected were Mrs. Jim 
Austin, who is a layperson of First Bap­
tist Church in Maury City, as treasurer; 
and Mrs. R. V. Via, who is a layperson at 
Cross Roads Baptist Church in Bells, as 
clerk.

The 1986 meeting will be Oct. 6-7 at 
Walnut Hill Baptist Church in Bells.

Church in Ridgely, was evangelist for 
the week at the church where Jimmy 
Allison is pastor. There were four addi­
tions to the church by baptism, four by 
letter, and five rededications.

Adriel Baptist Church in Bean Station 
had two additions by baptism at a recent 
revival led by Gary Beeler. Billy Carroll 
is pastor of the church.

There were three additions by baptism 
and two by letter to Barnard’s Grove 
Baptist Church during recent revival 
services. Otto Giles, director of missions 
for Grainger County Association of Bap­
tists, led the services at the Bean Station 
church where Marvin Phillips is pastor.

Mission Project...
A team from Mount Harmony Baptist 

Church in Knoxville assisted with Vaca­
tion Bible Schools in two churches in 
Berea, Ky. The group provided litera­
ture, crafts, and staff for the Blue Lick 
and Knob Lick Baptist churches. There 
were two professions of faith in the 
schools which enrolled 155. Jerry' Heflin 
is serving as interim pastor of the Knox­
ville church.

CHURCHES...
Point Pleasant Baptist Church of 

Buchanan held a dedication service for 
the new addition to the church on Oct. 6. 
Earl Wilson, president and treasurer of 
the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, was 
the featured speaker. Jimmy Allison is 
the pastor.

First Baptist Church of Lewisburg has 
voted to sponsor a mission church. Mem­
bers of the church have been working to 
renovate the Bethlehem Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church building where 
they will be meeting. The pastor of the 
Lewisburg church is Paul W. Woodford.

the James Group 
Church Management System 

a heavenly idea!
Integrated system 
modules include:
□ Membership
□ Attendance
□ Contributors
□ Resource File
□ Calendar/Facilities

Features and Benefits
• Interfaced Modules
• Church Designed Programs
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• Expandability
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PEOPLE...
Paul Childress, Phillip Dalton, and 

John Roberts were ordained as deacons 
at First Baptist Church, Lewisburg, on 
Sept. 29. Paul W. Woodford is the pastor.

Brentwood Baptist Church, Brent­
wood, ordained Gordon Fisher, Tom 
Street, and Ken Parker as deacons Sept. 
29. Bill Wilson is the pastor.

Glenn Schmitz was ordained as a dea­
con on Sept. 29 at South Gate Baptist 
Church, Nashville, where Forrest Jack- 
son is pastor.

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jack- 
son, recently ordained Lenny Ellis, W. 0. 
Herndon, and Jim Stephenson as dea­
cons. John Lee Taylor is the pastor.

Thrifty f*atur«* quality product* of th* N*w 
Chry*l*r Corporation

15-Passenger Vans 
for Rent

★ Luxury-equipped with stereo, cruise, 
dual air. carpeting, plush seating.

★ Low Doily or Weekly Rotes 
W7-Pas$enger Mini Vans Also Available

Call Now 
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Early1.
Thrifty .Irehta-car

Nashville: (615) 361-6050
Knoxville: (615) 970-2277
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FALL SPECIAL
Chrysler 15-Passenger 
Vans on SALE Now, At 
All Thrifty Locations.
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□ Payroll
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□ Word Processing
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• Increased Productivity
• Current Records
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOARDS 
FOR 1985-86

The Committee on Boards of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
presents the following nominations 
for terms expiring 1988 and for 
vacancies created by those who hove 
moved out of state, resigned, passed 
away, or moved from one grand divi­
sion to another.

Bold Face type indicates person 
nominated.

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Term Expiring 1988

EAST
1. John Holland, Knoxville
2. Fred Isaacs, Cosby
3. Elmer Allen, Greeneville
4. James E. Robertson, Knoxville
5. James R. McPherson, Clinton
6. Kenneth Richey, White Pine
7. Moncrief Jordan, Signal Moun­

tain
8. Ronald Hicks, Kingsport
9. Mrs. Jack McEwen, Chattanooga 

10. Clifford Williams, Mountain City 
11. Herschel Chevalller, Knoxville
12 Donald C. Pharris, Etowah 

MIDDLE
13. Carl Price, Donelson
14. William M. Madewell, Byrds­

town
15. Gerald Bland, Monterey 
16. Paul Durham, Nashville 
17. Perry Michel, Nashville 
18. J. Arnold Porter, Centerville 
19. Mn. James Kimbrough, Nashville 
20. Larry Gilmore, Gallatin 
21. Rick Robinson, Springfield 
22. G William Palmiter, Smithville 
23. John Lalda, Clarksville

WEST
24. Tom Atwood, Martin
25. Bayion Hilliard, Covington
26. Frank Kemper, Kenton
27. Calvin Harvell, Memphis
28. Lawrence E. Brown, Memphis
29. Paul Barkley, Puryear
30. Paul Bryant, Jackson
31. Wrex Hauth, Jr.. Memphis
32. Roy Fowler, Memphis
33. John Lee Taylor, Jackson

Term Expiring 1987
EAST

1. Grant Jones, Johnson City
2. Mrs. Munford Turner, Knoxville
3. James Sorrell, Johnson City
4. Clay Frazier, Mt. Carmel
5. Fred Pinckard, Cleveland
6. Bill Delaney, Chattanooga
7. Patterson Ellis, Dayton
8. Lon Shoopman, Jr., Madisonville 
9. E.V. Cullum, Knoxville

10. Earl McCosh, Jefferson City
11. Jim Hutson, Rockwood
12. Larry Reeves, Jacksboro
13. Elmer Sharp, Maryville 

MIDDLE
14. George Coaker, Milton
15. Mrs. Richard Hawkins, Nashville 
16. Lamar Moore, Leoma 
17. Jere Plunk, Carthage 
18. Clarence Stewart, Pulaski 
19. Charles Norton, Nashville 
20. Marshall Gupton, Nashville 
21. Guy Farris, Cookeville 
22. Robert Leonard, Nashville 
23. John D. Lambert, Lewisburg

WEST
24. George Hill, Huntingdon 
25.
26. Hoyt Wilson, Lexington
27. Earl E. Wells, Brownsville
28. Jerry Boswell, Camden
29. Irvin Hays, Memphis
30. Thomas Robinson, Henderson
31. Leon Bolton, Memphis
32. Otis Hinton, Paris

WB BROS. 1
MFG. CO.

Tel. (SOI) 675-2468 

Booneville, Arkansas 
72927 r

33. William Northcott, Bradford 

Term Expiring 1986 
EAST

1. Fred Steelman, Chattanooga
2. Billy Ellison, Jasper
3. Billy Edmonds, Coalfield
4. Hayward Highfill, Clinton
5. C. David Brown, Ducktown
6. Ansell Baker, Athens
7. Charles R. Wright, Cleveland
8. Theodore Swingle, Sr., Chatta­

nooga
9. Leslie Bruce, Elizabethton

10. James Walker, Spring City
11. Calvin Metcalf, Knoxville
12. Joe Wren, Sevierville 

MIDDLE
13. James Davis, Lebanon
14. James Harney, Goodlettsville
15. Jerry Oakley, Springfield
16. H. Dallas Sugg. Columbia
17. Roy Porter, Lewisburg
18. William E. Selecman, Crossville
19. Michael Bennett, Nashville
20. Murray Mathis, Murfreesboro
21. Emerson Wiles, Jr., Fayetteville
22. Lloyd Lawrence, Nashville 

WEST
23. Lynn Eagan, Moscow
24. Randy Isbell, Savannah
25. David Drumel, Memphis
26. Ariis Grice, Memphis
27. Adrian Knipper, Jackson
28. C.E. Whitman, Middleton
29. James Jones, Dyersburg
30. Hugh Laseter, Collierville
31. John May, Memphis
32. Dennis Hubbard, Friendship
33. James Strayhorn, Tiptonville

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION

Term Expiring 1988
1. Edwin E. Deusner, Selmer
2. Hallie Riner, Elizabethton
3. Fred Steelman, Chattanooga
4. Tom Jenson, Knoxville
5. Gene Taylor, Jackson

Term Expiring 1987
1. Howard Cockrum, Knoxville
2. Rudy Newby, Tullahoma
3. M.W. Egerton. Knoxville
4. Don Early, Brentwood
5. Paul Clark, Jackson

Term Expiring 1986
1. Stanley Brumfield. Nashville
2. Hoyt Wilson, Lexington
3. Joe Swaim, Covington
4. William Coles, Jr., Nashville
5. Marshall Gupton, Nashville

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC.

Term Expiring 1985
1. Anderson McCulley. Niota
2. Charles Gibbs, Jr., Athens
3. Edward L. Jennings, Nashville
4. Pat Landrum, Brighton
5. Bill Baird Griffith, Cookeville
6. Ronnie Batchelor, Greenfield
7. Ivan Raley, KnoxvIHe
8. James Henry, Knoxville
9. Mary Hutson, Knoxville

Term Expiring 1987
1. Bill Powell, Brownsville
2. Don T. Wilson, Jr..Memphis
3. Mrs. Gordon Crocker, Memphis
4. Norris Smith, Memphis
5. W. Clark Gross, Chattanooga
6. Mrs. M.K. Cobble, Knoxville
7. Mrs. Thomas E. Downey, Spring­

field

8. Lloyd Comer, Lawrenceburg
9. Mrs. Betty Suiter, Cookeville

Term Expiring 1986
1. William Blackwell, Brentwood
2. Robert W. Segrest, Chattanooga
3. W.D. Thomason, Smyrna
4. James Best, Greeneville
5. Kenneth Newman, Oakfield
6. E. Lowell Adams, Memphis
7. Don W. Bowman, Apison
8. Frank Ingraham, Franklin
9. Jack Land, Memphis

BELMONT COLLEGE
Term Expiring 1988

1. Norris Hite, Old Hickory
2. Mrs. Wilborn Strode, Nashville
3. Randall Baskin, Sr., Brentwood
4. Mrs. Hortense Medlin, Nashville
5. James R. Smith, Nashville
6. W. Criswell Freeman, Nashville
7. John C. Flynt, Nashville
8. Stove H. Harrell, Nashville
9. Mrs. Ted Jones, Greenbrier

10. Richard Patton, Portland
11. Bernard Barkley, Old Hickory
12. J. Milton Knox, Shelbyville
13. Joo L. Evans, Orlinda

Term Expiring 1987
1. Warren Johnson, Brentwood
2. John Harlin, Tullahoma
3. Jerry Heffei, Nashville
4. Ed Kennedy, Nashville
5. Frank Houston, Lewisburg
6. Charles A. Wheeler, Jr., Hen­

dersonville
7. William G. Wilson, Brentwood
8. William J. Gregg, Nashville
9. George L. Holmes III, Brent­

wood
10. Tom Drake, McEwen
11. Robert Wooddy, Hendersonville
12. Joseph C. Hutts, Jr., Nashville
13. William Looper, Columbia

Term Expiring 1986
1. Bob Earl Bell, Cleveland
2. Claude E. Blankenship. Nash­

ville
3. A.O. Buck, Nashville
4. Stephen Hewlett, Nashville
5. David Moore, Goodlettsville
6. Joel B. Spaulding, Nashville
7. Larry Thrailkill, Nashville
8. George A. West ill, Nashville
9. Clinton Swofford, Winchester

10. Clarence Edmonds, Nashville
11. Bill Sherman, Nashville
12. Dwayne Cole, Nashville
13. Donald B. McCoy, Dickson

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
Term Expiring 1988

1. William I. Powell, Jefferson City
2. Harry McNeeley, Kingsport
3. Maxfield Bahner, Chattanooga
4. Jodie H. Brown, Erwin
5. Sam Dean, Clinton
6. Amon Swanger, Chattanooga
7. R. Clyde Fox, Oliver Springs
8. Henry Blanc, Jefferson City
9. J. Reed Dixon, Sweetwater

10. Theron Hodges, Sevierville
11. Harlan Reynolds, LaFollette

Term Expiring 1987
1. Leroy Barclay, Morristown
2. Mrs. J. Kent Blazier, Kingsport
3. Mrs. W.H. Catlett, Jefferson City
4. Franklin Hawkins, Kingsport
5. Carl Nelson, Knoxville
6. A. Douglas Watterson, Knoxville
7. Lonas Tarr, Jefferson City
8. Fred Lawson, Maryville
9. Marion Cook, Cleveland

10. Clifton Ward, Chattanooga
11. Andrew J. Prince, Knoxville

Term Expiring 1986
1. Richard Cardin, Nashville
2. L.P. Gregory, Kingsport
3. Winford Hendrix, Chattanooga
4. Joseph Johnson, Knoxville
5. James McSween, Jr., Newport
6. Jack Stewart, Morristown
7. Truett Pierce, Sneedville
8. William D. Cloud, Knoxville
9. Richard Emmert, Morristown

10. James Bush, Knoxville
11. C.E. Harris, Knoxville

UNION UNIVERSITY
Term Expiring 1988

1. Wayman Jones, Medon
2. Judson Lambert, Tiptonville
3. Mrs. Mildred M. Kesterson, Paris
4. Maurice Coleman, Waverly

5. J. Edward North, Humboldt
6.
7. William Sewell, Memphis
8. Dale Treadway, Jackson
9. James H. Patrick, Memphis

10. James Wlthorlngton, Memphis
11. Jerry Glisson, Memphis
12. Philip D. Jett, Jackson
13.
14. Mrs. Thomas Frools, Memphis
15. Kenneth Leathers, Jackson
16. William Adcock, Newborn

Term Expiring 1987
1. Mrs. Jane Alderson, Jackson
2. Bill Cockroft, Memphis
3. Polk Glover, Obion
4. Bernard Blaslngame, Adamsville
5. John Pippin, Savannah
6. Wayne Allen, Memphis
7. Raymond W. Rhear, Jackson
8. James L. Thomas, Jackson
9. James Terry, Jackson

10. Mike Adams, Union City
11. H.K. Sorrell, Brownsville
12. Benny Fesmire, Jackson
13. William P. Oakley, Memphis
14. Kenneth Hawkins, Selmer
15. Bob Hensley, Memphis
16. Michael Garner, Paris

Term Expiring 1986
1. Robert Lemons, Jackson
2. Mack Forrester, Ridgely
3. John McRee, Memphis
4. Ray Newcomb, Millington
5. Charles Van Snider, Memphis
6. Donald Stephenson, Jackson
7. William H. Walker III, Browns­

ville
8. Ollie Holmes, Lexington
9. Hardy Graham, Union City

10. Mrs. Solon Freeman, Memphis
11. John Drinnon, Germantown
12. Walton West, Huntingdon
13. A.L. Hansard, Memphis
14. Don Whitt, Milan
15. E.T. Palmer, Dyersburg
16.

HARRISON CHILHOWEE 
BAPTIST ACADEMY
Term Expiring 1988

1. Kathryne Bible, Morristown
2. Roy Gllleland 111, Nashville
3. James W. McCammon, Seymour
4. A.C. Maslngill, Knoxville
5. Don Dills, Dyersburg
6. William Scandlyn, Harriman
7. Larry Ledbetter, Townsend

Term Expiring 1987
1. Mrs. Lanier Ferguson, Memphis
2. Morris Frank, Smyrna
3?Mrs. Breck Ellison, Knoxville
4. Robert Ward, Cookeville
5. Henry Guy Jackson, Jr., Kings­

port
6. Russ Dunham, LaFollette
7. D. Vance Martin, Knoxville

Term Expiring 1986
1. McKinley Braden, Knoxville
2. Michael Collins, Rutledge
3. Jim Niceley, Knoxville
4. Mrs. Roberto Dorr, Maryville
5. Wesley Goddard, Louisville
6. W.F. Hall, Seymour
7. Glenn Grubb. Alcoa

BAPTIST MEMORIAL HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM, INC.

Term Expiring 1988
1. Hugh Willson, Niota
2. Milton Magee, Dyersburg
3. William S. Cockroft, Memphis

Term Expiring 1987
1. J. Ralph McIntyre, Nashville
2. David Nunn, Halls
3. N. Bob Carpenter, Memphis

Term Expiring 1986
1. Robert Flowers, Memphis
2. Irvin Hays, Bartlett
3. Ralph Lawler, Trenton

BAPTIST HEALTH CARE 
SYSTEM, INC.

Term Expiring 1988
1. D. Ed Moody, Jr., Franklin
2. W. Fred Kendall, Sr., Nashville
3. Osta Underwood, Nashville
4. Edmond Tipton, Nashville
5. Joe Blstowlsh, Nashville
6. Gary Sisco, Nashville
7. Virgil H. Moore, Jr., Columbia

8. H. Franklin Paschall, Nashville
9. Guy Bates, Sr., Joolton

Term Expiring 1987
1. George Bennett. Nashville
2. William E. Crook, Old Hickory
3. Walton Smith, Clarksville
4. Richard D. White, Franklin
5. James L. Sullivan, Hermitage
6. DeVaughn Woods, Nashville
7. David Buchanan, Franklin
8. Willie K. Davis, Nashville
9. Harold Allen, Gallatin

Term Expiring 1986
1. Russell Birmingham, Nashville
2. William Fox, South Pittsburg
3. Tom Hitch, Columbia
4. Kenneth Ross, Nashville
5. H. David Smith, Nashville
6. J. Harold Stephens, Shelbyville
7. Courtney Wilson, Hendersonville
8. L. Bracey Campbell III, Nashville
9. Howard Butler, Nashville

EAST TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM. INC.

Term Expiring 1988
1. Joe McKenry, Sr., Concord
2. Aubrey Hay, Erwin
3. Mrs. Howard 8. Cockrum, Knox­

ville
4. John D. Wallace, Morristown
5. David R. Myers, Maryville
6. Jack Easterly, Knoxville
7. John Sample, Knoxville
8. Wayne Nicholson, Knoxville
9. Bruce Marston, Knoxville

Term Expiring 1987
1. M.L. White. Newport
2. William A. Fortune, Knoxville
3. Mrs. Lyle Moore, Jr., Newport
4. Mrs. Patricia Davis, Knoxville
5. James Temple, Sevierville
6. Paul E. Walker, Knoxville
7. Byrl Logan, Knoxville
8. Glenn Sullivan, Concord
9. Charles P. Crawford, Knoxville

Term Expiring 1986
1. Robert Calloway, Knoxville
2. Robert Hill. Knoxville
3. Lawrence Trivette, Jr., Knoxville
4. Robert McCray, Dandridge
5. Robert Johnson, Knoxville
6. J.C. Parrott, Powell
7. George Childs, Knoxville
8. William Cope, Pigeon Forge
9. Mrs. Jewell Rule, Knoxville

TENNESSEE BAPTIST 
ADULT HOMES, INC.

Term Expiring 1988
1. George Thompson, Nashville
2. William Shelton, Jr., Jackson
3. Charles LaFovor, Nashville
4. William Branyon, Memphis
5. Ron Phillips, Hixson
6. Lloyd Johnson, Nashville

Term Expiring 1987
1. M. Taylor Harris, Nashville
2. Kenneth Hubbard, Knoxville
3. Harold White, McMinnville
4. Joe Sanford, Jefferson City
5. Thomas Walker, Paris
6. Bill Bates, Jackson

Term Expiring 1986
1. Ron Lowrey, Nashville
2. Joe Hampton, Nashville
3. Mrs. Marvin Hughes, Nashville
4. John Langlois, Franklin
5. Jerry King. Harriman
6. Art Mason, Manchester

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES
Term Expiring 1988

1. Bill Roberts, Pikeville (E)
2. William Swafford, Elizabethton

(E) (Temporary Chairman)
3. James Clapp, Murfreesboro (M)
4. Charles Brown, Shelbyville (M)
5. Mrs. James Hadley, Humboldt (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. William Fox. South Pittsburg (E)
2. James McCluskey. Knoxville (E)
3. Robert E. Brown, Winchester (M)
4. J.T. Drace, Adamsville (W)
5. W.A. Farmer, Como (W)

Term Expiring 1986
1. Donald Strother. Johnson City (E)
2. Randy Sledge, Lebanon (M)
3. W. Thomas Moseley, Nashville (M)
4. (W)
5. Joseph Try bone, Dyersburg (W)



Page 13
October 16. 1985 Baptist and Reflector

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
ON COMMITTEES FOR 1985-86

The Committee on Committees of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
presents the following nominations 
for terms expiring 1988 and for 
vacancies created by those who 
have moved out of state, resigned, 
passed away, or moved from one 
grand division to another.

Bold Face type indicates person 
nominated.

COMMITTEE
ON ARRANGEMENTS

Term Expiring 1988
1. Wayne Nicholson, Knoxville (E)
2. Vernon Fielden, Kingsport (E)
3. Walter Taylor, Jackson (W)
4. Joe Franklin, Bells (W)
5. Max Walker, Selmer (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. William E. Owens, Chattanooga (E) 
2. Edwin Hollis, Springfield (M) 
3.William H. Enoch, Watertown (M) 
4. John Humphrey, Madison (M) 
5. James A. Kinsey, Union City (W)

Term Expiring 1986
l. John Perkins, Elizabethton (E) 

(Temporary Chairman)
2. Carroll Golden, Seymour (E)
3. Larry Duke, Nashville (M)
4. (M)
5. Paul Clark, Jackson (W)

COMMITTEE ON BOARDS
Term Expiring 1988

l.E. W. Barnes, Johnson Chy (E) 
2. Mrs. Ruth Oleary, South Pitts­

burg (E)
3. Leonard Markham, Sweetwater (E) 
4. Carl Scarlett, Lavergne (M)

5. James Roberts, Memphis (W)
Term Expiring 1987

1. Merrill Moore, Jr., Alcoa (E)
2. Thomas L. Baines, Murfreesboro (M)
3. Emory Farmer, Springfield (M)
4. Pat Kough, Bemis (W)
5. William A. Foote, Memphis (W)

Term Expiring 1986
l. Gary Anderson. Dunlap (E)
2. H.D. Knight, Bumpas Mills (M)
3. Paul Woodford, Lewisburg (M) 

(Temporary Chairman)
4. Kenneth Story, Germantown (W)
5. Robert L. Orr, Dyersburg (W)

COMMITTEE ON AUDITS
Term Expiring 1988

l.Pat Fife, Delano (E)
2. Aubrey Parks, Knoxville (E)
3. Larry Haggard, Waynesboro (M)
4. Wayne Perkins, Greenfield (W)
5. Michael Owens, Munford (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. Richard Powell. Johnson City (E)
2. James M. Gregg. Nashville (M)
3. Charles L. Nail, Lawrenceburg (M)
4. John B. McCammon, Jackson (W)
5. Jerry Legg. Dyer (W)

Term Expiring 1986
1. Joe Ingram, Maryville (E) (Tem­

porary Chairman)
2. Ron Mouser, Knoxville (E)
3. John Lowrance, Fairview (M)
4. Roy Babb, Hendersonville (M)
5. Trevis Otey, Jackson (W)

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
Term Expiring 1988

1. Marcella Adams Knoxville (E)

2. Margaret Lewis, South Pittsburg (E)
3. J. D. May, Cowan (M)
4. Jerry Neely, Murfreesboro (M)
5. Roy Stinson, Gates (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. Haven Lowe, Johnson City (E)
2. Lloyd Johnson, Nashville (M)
3. James H. Youree III, Waynesboro (M)
4. Teddy H. Evans, Covington (W)
5- (W)

Term Expiring 1986
l.Roy Lillard, Cleveland (E)
2. John M. Toomey, New Market (E)
3. Fred Rolater, Murfreesboro (M)
4. George Webb, Jr., Paris (W)
5. William S. Bates, Jackson (W)

COMMITTEE
ON CREDENTIALS
Term Expiring 1988

1. Wayne Markham. Lake City (E)
2. Ted Taylor, Lenoir City (E)
3. Steve Merrill, Jasper (E)
4. Edward Crawley, Memphis (W)
5. Michael Agee, Kenton (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. Eugene Hattaway, Knoxville (E)
2. (E)
3. Don L. Peek, Lafayette (M)
4. James Daniel, Whiteville (W)
5. Truman Spurgin, Halls (W)

Term Expiring 1986
1. Robert A. Dowdy, Nashville (M)
2. Kenneth Collier, Nashville (M)
3. John Segree, Estill Springs (M)

(Temporary Chairman)
4. Ronald D. Lowrey. Antioch (M)
5. Joe Littlefield. Memphis (W)

CHURCH STAFF COMPEN­
SATION STUDY COMMITTEE

Term Expiring 1988
l.Wayno Heatherly, Concord (E)

2. Joe Little, Sweetwater (E)
3. (M)
4. Ron Cannon, Nashville (M)
5. Robert Jelki, Paris (W)

Term Expiring 1987
l.John C. Dotson, Kingsport (E)
2. Jerry N. Putman. Lawrenceburg (M)
3. Lawrence Cameron, Madison (M)
4. Jack Knox, Germantown (W)
5. William H. Walker III, Brownsville (W)

Term Expiring 1986
l.Mrs. Boyd Anderson, Maryville (E)
2. Paul Nolan, Signal Mountain (E)
3. James Yarborough, Nashville (M)
4. Howard Guthrie, Dyersburg (W)

(Temporary Chairman)
5. George B. Jones, Memphis (W)

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS
Term Expiring 1988

1. Karen Bibbins, Knoxville (E)
2. Robed E. Jones, Bluff City (E)
3. Charlie Boggan Nowpod (E)
4. Fred M. Wood, Memphis (W)
S.Jerroll White, Union City (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. Dwayne Sheumaker, Nashville (M)
2. David R. Wall, Tullahoma (M)
3. Jerry R. Smith, Mt. Juliet (M)
4. Ray Newcomb, Millington (W) 

(Temporary Chairman)
5. Ray Green, Covington (W)

Term Expiring 1986

3. Gaye McGIothlen, Nashville (M)
4. (M)
5. Wesley Pitts, McKenzie (W)

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS 
COMMITTEE

Term Expiring 1988
1. Michael Moore. Maryville (E)

2. Joe Chandler, Knoxville (E)
3. George Hodon, Nashville (E) 
4.M. J. Strickland, Lawrenceburg

(M)
5.Osta Underwood, Nashville (W)

Term Expiring 1987
1. Marvin G. Cameron, Gatlinburg 

(E)
2. Edward Futrell. Johnson City (E)
3. Michael M. Christian, Cookeville 

(M)
4. D. M. Renick, Memphis (W)
5. John Pippin. Savannah (W)

Term Expiring 1986
1. Robert L. Dalton, Hixson (E)
2. Harold Gregory, Madison (M)
3. Frank Ingraham, Franklin (M) 

(Temporary Chairman)
4. Mel Mason. South Fulton (W)
5. H.D. Hudson. Henry (W)

COMMITTEE 
ON THE JOURNAL 
Term Expiring 1988 

1. James Holloway, Vonore (E) 
2. Amos Jarman, Alexandria (M) 
3. (M)
4.Mike Boyd,Jr., Memphis (W) 
5.Charles Hallbudon, Finley (W) 

Term Expiring 1987 
1. Bruce A. Yates, Alcoa (E) 
2. Albert South, Jonesborough (E) 
3.Bobby G. Johnson. Lebanon (M) 
4. J. Milton Knox. Shelbyville (M) 
5. Jerry M. Lee, Paris (W)

Term Expiring 1986
1. Joyce Goodman, Harriman (E)
2. Ron Owens, Kingspod (E)
3. David Keel. Nashville (M) (Tem­

porary Chairman)
4. Thomas Pirtle. Martin (W)
5. David Bartholomew. Union City 

(W)

BUDGET RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE

Executive Board
TO THE

Tennessee Baptist Convention
1. We recommend that the basic Cooperative Program budget goal 

for 1985-86 be set at $21,000.000.
2. We recommend that 36.75 percent of the Cooperative Program 

budget receipts be distributed through the Southern Baptist Con­
vention and 63.25 percent be distributed through the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

3. We recommend that all subsidiary units live within their income 
and that in cose of declining receipts or financial depression, the 
Executive Board review budgets at midyear to make necessary 
adjustments.

4. We recommend that a challenge budget goal of $1,000,000 
beyond the basic budget be adopted and that it be divided 40 
percent for Southern Baptist Convention causes and 60 percent 
for Tennessee Baptist Convention causes.

5. We recommend that the 60 percent for Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention causes beyond the basic budget goal be distributed as 
follows: $175,655 for Tennessee Baptist educational institutions; 
$23,500 for Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes Inc.; $29,256 for 
the reserve and contingency funds in the Executive Board 
budget; and the remaining amount be used for Bold Mission 
Thrust (creative ministries).
We further recommend that the above items In the challenge 
budget be funded pro rata.

6. We recommend that, after reviewing budget requests submitted 
by the various Executive Board committees, the following 
Cooperative Program budget for 1985-86 be adopted:

BUDGET REQUESTS — OPERATING AND CAPITAL
Administration, Control Admin. Depts., and Agencies

Convention Services (Gen. TBC & Ex. Bd.) $ 374,200
Annuity Board Programs (Office).............  86,578
Executive Offices........................................... 365,133
Central Admin. Departments.................... 953,3011
Baptist and Reflector..................................... 735.675
Tennessee Baptist Foundation.................... 213,801
Contingency Fund ......................................... 21,810
Executive Board Reserve Fund.................... 25,000

Budget Proposed
1984-85 1985-86

$ 391,500
92.596

386.719 
1,039,103

738,548
228,980

16,422 
 0

Operating Funds - Administrative...........$ 2,775,498
Less refunds - outside sources:

Annuity Board SBC................................... (34,413)
BSSBfor Church-Min. info...................... (4,500)
BSSBforConv. Mln. Div. office.............  (4,500)
GSMO for Conv. Min. Div. office......... (0)’
BAR Anticipated Income........................ (520,000)
Earned Interest - Accounting office... (116,165)*
Earned Interest - Ex. Sec.-Treas. office (68,000)*
Total refunds-outside sources............. (747,578)

Total Operating - Administrative........... .$ 2,027,920
Capital Expense:

Office Equipment, Ex. Bd. Bldg...........$ 42,000
TOTAL Administrative.................................. .$ 2,069,920

$ 2,893,868

(34,418) 
(4,400) 
(4,400)

(0) 
(520,000) 
(122,135) 

(73,000) 
(758,353) 

$2,135,515

$ 42,000
$2,177,515

Convention Ministries Division
Departments Budget 

1984-85
Proposed 

1985-86
Brotherhood................................................... $ 159,234 $ 168,180
Media Ministries ........................................... 63,111’ 125,119
Church Music .............................. ................... 126,555 135,744
Church Training ... 235,755 248,242
Evangelism.......................................................... 151.406 159,214
Missions - Office .................... 202.545 213,889
PACL, Historical.......................... 62,096 65.447
Student - Office............................................. 112,099 118,778
Sunday School................................................. 251,500 263,828

TOTAL ...................................................... $ 1,364,303 $ 1,498,441

Statewide Ministries Budget 
1984-85

Proposed 
1985-86

Annuity Board Programs.............................. $ 1,088.190 $ 1,161,681
Camps.............................................................. 397,900 421,330
Church Building and Loan............................ 9,619 9,855
Mission Lot and Bldg. Fund.......................... 75,000 65.000
Missions - Program....................................... 697,720* 749,538
Student - Campus......................................... 647,348 680,279
Pastoral Counseling....................................... 2,500 2,500
Ministers Aid ................................................. 25,000 25,000
Properties-Maintenance Mgr. office......... 41,966 

$ 2,985,243
44,596

$ 3,159,779
Contingency Fund ......................................... $ 21,357 $ 16,422

Auxiliary (WMU) ........................................... $ 428,251 $ 435,995
Total Operating Funds...................

Capital Expense:
$ 4,799,154 $ 5,110,637

Camps................................................. . $ 206,000 $ 210,200
Student - Campus............................ 91,960 95,802
Total Capital Expense..................... . $ 297,960 $ 306,002

Total Operating and Capital................... .$ 5,097,114 $ 5.416,639

Less refunds - outside sources:
BSSB for State Mission Depts............ . $ (66,000) $ (74,800)
HMB for Mission Office..................... (36,312) (36.264)
HMB, GSMO, & Local for Mission Prog. (128,052)’ (143,916)
GSMO for Mission Lot & Bldg. Fund . (75,000) (65,000)
GSMO for Brotherhood Disaster Van (10,000) (10,000)
GSMO for Camps - Capital................. .. (168,000) (170,000)
Anticipated income - Camps............. . . (363,000) (387.000)
Self-liquidating, Church Bldg. & Loan (9.619) (9.855)
GSMO for Sunday School Dept........... (21,500) (22,000)
GSMO for Student Campus work ... (19,500) (19,500)
GSMO for WMU.................................... (93,000) (95.250)
HMB for Evangelism............................ (8,220) (10,716)
GSMO for Media Ministries............... ■ ■ (7,200)* ____ (6,200}

Total Refunds - Conv. Ministries Div. ... (1,005,403) (1,050,501)
TOTAL Convention Ministries................. . $ 4,091,711 $ 4,366,138

Educational Institutions
Operating Funds Budget

1984-85
Carson-Newman College...............................$ 1,486,871
Belmont College............................................. 1,098,728
Union University............................................. 1,098,728
Harrison Chilhowee Academy................... 316,489
CRV Scholarship Fund.................................. 79,860
Audits .............................................................. 37,840

Total Operating Fund?............$ 4,1)8,516

Proposed 
1985-86

$ 1,590.952 
1,175.639 
1,175,639

338,643 
79,860 
38,500

$ 4,399,233

Capitol Funds
Carson-Newman College .... ..................
Belmont College.............................................
Union University..............................................
Harrison Chilhowee Academy...........

Total Capitol Funds............................

$ 481.963 $ 506.061
268,452 281,875
268.452 281.875
93.730 98,417

S 1,112,597 $ 1,168,228
TOTAL Educational Institutions............... $ 5.231.113 $ 5,567,461

Banevolent Institutions
Operating Funds Budget

1984-85
Hospitals......................................  $ -0-
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes...............  109,586
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes . 850,000
Audits ................................................................... 34,545

Total Operating Funds....................... $ 994,131
Capital Funds 
Tennessee Boptist Children's Homes. $ 75,000

TOTAL Benevolent Institutions...................$ 1,069,131

GRAND TOTAL Cooperative Program

Proposed 
1985-86

$ -0-
109,586 •
926,500 
35,300

$ 1,071,386

$ 100,000

$ 1,171,386

$12,461,875 $13,282,500

RECAP OF REQUESTS, 1985-86
1984-85 1985-86

Administration, Adm. Depts. & Agencies $ 2,069,920 $2,177,515
Convention Ministries Division .................. 4.091.711 4,366,138
Educational Institutions................................. 5.231,113 5,567.461
Benevolent Institutions................................ 1,069,131 1,171,386
Total TBC.......................................................... $12,461,875 $13,282,500

1985-86 Cooperative Program Request: 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 63.25%........... $ 13,282,500
Southern Baptist Convention 36.75% ............. 7,717,500

TOTAL....................................................................... $ 21.000,000

‘This item in the 1984-85 budget was $959,301. The Executive Board 
transferred $6,000 from this Item to "Media Ministries'' under the 
Convention Ministries Division.

*This item in the 1984-85 budget was $6,000. The Executive Board 
transferred this amount to be Included in "GSMO for Media 
Ministries" under Convention Ministries Division's “refunds- 
outside sources."
’Through a typographical error, the figures for "Earned Interest -Ac­
counting office" and "Earned Interest - Ex. Sec.-Treas. office" were 
swapped in the budget approved by last year's convention. This 
Item should have read $68,000.

‘Through a typographical error, the figures for "Earned Interest -Ac­
counting office" and “Earned Interest - Ex. Sec.-Treas. office" were 
swapped in the budget approved by last year's convention. This 
item should have read $116,165.

‘This Item In the 1984-85 budget was $52,911. The Executive Board 
transferred $10,200 to this Item ($6,000 from “Central Ad­
ministrative Departments" under Administration, and $4,200 from 
“Mission • Program" under the Convention Ministries Division).

•This Item in the 1984-85 budget was $701,920. The Executive Board 
transferred $4,200 from this Item to "Media Ministries."
’This Item in the 1984-85 budget was $129,252. The Executive Board 
transferred $1,200 from this Item to "GSMO for Media Ministries." 

•This item was not listed here In the 1984-85 budget. The Executive 
Board transferred to this item $6,000 from “GSMO for Conv. Min. 
Div. office" In the Administration area of the budget and $1,200 
from "HMB, GSMO, & Local for Missions Program."
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--R1RLE BOOK SERIES!
Lesson for Oct. 20

False prophets
By Fred M. Wood 

full-time author, preacher, teacher 
Memphis

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES==
Lesson for Oct. 20

In conflict with culture
By David J. Irby, chairman 

department of religion and philosophy 
Union University, Jackson

Ezekiel 12:1 to 15:8
Ezekiel 12:22-28; 13:3-6, 9-10a

Basic Passage: 
Focal Passages:

The Israelites sought security from 
three sources: their Temple, their proph­
ets, and their king.

Ezekiel, in chapters 6-11, dealt mainly 
with the Temple. He showed the people 
they had abused it so greatly it ceased to 
be that which could give them confidence.

In chapters 12-19, which contain a series 
of warnings showing 
the moral necessity 
for Jerusalem’s de­
struction, he dealt 
with the prophets and 
kings.
In this lesson, we 

look at how those 
prophets sought to 
undercut Ezekiel and 
minimize his mes­
sage. Though the ex- Wood 
pression “false prophet” does not occur 
in the Old Testament, this is the term by 
which scholars have agreed to call those 
who continued to tell the nation their 
future was bright when the clouds of 
judgment were gathering and complete 
captivity was almost upon them.

Time is running out! (w.22-28)
In 12:1-20, Ezekiel dramatized a hur­

ried flight from a city, representing 
Jerusalem, and then intensified the 
warning by trembling and shaking when 
he ate and drank. Next, he attacked the 
false prophets who made light of his 
warning that Jerusalem was about to 
fall, using a formula he often employed, 
“the word of the Lord came to me” to 
emphasize the divine authority of his 
message.

Many times proverbs or spiritual mot­
tos arise in a land to express how people 
feel about a subject. Ezekiel attacked 
one such phrase in Israel, “The days are 
prolonged, and every vision faileth,” in­
dicating the people had become skeptical 
about the prophetic warnings which had 
been given to them about Jerusalem’s 
imminent fall. They preferred to believe 
only those prophets that said good things 
about them and failed to condemn their 
sins.

Speaking for God, Ezekiel said that 
such optimistic prophecies would cease 
from the land, for God would demon­
strate His holiness as He punished the 
people. Another group in Jerusalem con­
ceded that Ezekiel might be right about 
coming judgment, but they believed the 
time was way out in the distant future.

God declared He was through delaying 
His punishment. He would act soon. 
Though we do not know the exact date 
these words were delivered, we do know 
Ezekiel was called to preach in 592 B.C., 
and the city fell in 586 B.C. This means
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not much time could have remained for 
Jerusalem!
Condemnation of false prophets (13:3-6)

The entire 13th chapter deals with 
those who brought untrue messages. 
Verses 1-16 concern the prophets and 
verses 17-23, the prophetesses. Perhaps 
we have a play on words with the expres­
sion “foolish prophets” (v.3) since the 
Hebrew words are similar - nabal, na- 
bim. The “foolish” applies to moral 
judgment rather than intellectual defi­
ciency.

Ezekiel compared them to foxes 
among ruins. The analogy may apply 
several ways. .When a person enters a 
breach in a ruined building, a fox flees 
and will not take a stand against him. So 
the prophets would not take a stand for 
that which was morally right in a con­
troversial matter. Another proposed in­
terpretation is that as a fox enters a 
vineyard and destroys the fruit, so the 
prophets added to the decay of the nation 
by leading astray the weak. Perhaps the 
application most generally accepted, 
however, is that foxes find their natural 
place among decaying conditions. They 
dig about as their instincts direct. They 
thus add to the decay and undermind 
anything that is still standing.

The prophets found, among the moral­
ly and spiritually bankrupt people, many 
who were anxious to latch on to anything 
that would give them any measure of se­
curity. They eagerly listened to anyone 
that gave them any kind of hope. Those 
prophets, by preaching like this, gave no 
reason for the people to repent.
Punishments of false prophets (13:9-10a)

Since these speakers for God had com­
promised their message, they had for­
feited their place of spiritual leadership 
in the nation. No longer could they coun­
sel the people. Their names would not 
even appear in the registry of genuine 
Jewish citizens. This latter punishment 
was a serious thing in Jewish life. To 
them, this concept was virtually equiva­
lent to the Christian concept of the Book 
of Life - a list of people who were ap­
proved by God.

Verse 10 shows us that the famous 
“peace, peace, when there is no peace” 
of Patrick Henry originated not with the 
American patriot but with a Hebrew 
prophet. We find great difficulty in 
believing he was not consciously quoting 
either Ezekiel (13:10) or Jeremiah (6:14, 
8:11).

The more familiar we become with the 
Bible, the more we realize John Green­
leaf Whittier was right when he said that, 
after our search for world wisdom, we 
come back from our quest “to find that 
all the sages said - is in the Book our 
mothers read!”
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CHURCH STEEPLES
BAPTISTRIES 

WALL CROSSES 
» BAPTISTRY WATER HEATERS 

Basic Passage: 1 Corinthians 8:1 to 11:1 
Focal Passages: 1 Corinthians 10:6-14, 31

Two words, conflict and culture, stand 
out in this week’s lesson and call for def­
inition and amplification. What is cul­
ture? What does conflict mean?

Culture is difficult to define. One dic­
tionary lists six possibilities. As used in 
this lesson it refers 
to “the ideas, cus­
toms, skills, arts, etc. 
of a given people in 
a given period.” It 
refers to the way 
these are reflected 
in the lifestyles of 
people.
The word “conflict” 

is defined as “a fight, 
or protracted strug- Irby 
gle; a sharp disagreement or opposition, 
as of interest, ideas, etc.”

The church’s conflict with culture
There was a conflict between the 

church and the kind of pagan, immoral, 
and godless culture in the city of Corinth. 
Two opposing sets of interests, values, 
and lifestyles are represented in such a 
conflict.

Culture seeks to infiltrate and in­
fluence the church and the church resists 
these efforts and seeks to keep itself 
“pure and unspotted” from the world. 
The conflict was real then and it is real 
now.

Many Scriptural admonitions call for 
Christians to “come apart and be sepa-

Church deaf ministry 
celebrates 40 years

First Baptist Church in Memphis has 
been providing a ministry to the deaf for 
40 years. Oct. 13 was designated Deaf 
Ministry Day in the church and special 
services were held.

Activities included an anniversary cel­
ebration for deaf members Oct. 12 and 
dinner on the grounds following the 
morning worship service Oct. 13. Silent 
Praising Hands, the church’s deaf choir, 
provided special music during the eve­
ning worship service.

Eighteen deaf people attended the first 
interpreted worship service and Sunday 
School class in 1945. Presently, the deaf 
ministry provides eight Sunday School 
classes for ages three to 80 with a total 
enrollment of 119.

The Southern Baptist Conference of 
the Deaf was founded at the church in 
1948. The church was also instrumental 
in establishing the Tennessee Baptist 
Conference of the Deaf almost 30 years 
ago.

The pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Memphis, is Earl C. Davis. Claude Bur­
gess has been serving as full-time minis­
ter with the deaf for the past three years.

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 
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to 11:1
rate” from a godless culture (see 2 Cor­
inthians 6:16-18), and to “love not the 
world, neither the things in the world” (1 
John 2:15-17).

Where there is no conflict between the 
church and a godless culture it can only 
mean that the, church has capitulated to 
its culture.

The church’s ministry to culture
Conflict alone, however, does not fully 

indicate the church’s stance regarding 
culture. The church has a mission to the 
world, Christians are called to be in the 
world (culture) but not of it. While stand­
ing apart from it, they live within it. But 
they are there for a purpose.

That purpose is to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ and to call people to 
forsake their evil ways and come to God 
for salvation. To be “saved” means to be 
rescued not only from sin but also from a 
culture that stands in opposition to God 
- a “crooked generation” as it is called 
by Peter in Acts 2:40.

The church’s witness to the world, 
however, involves more than mere proc­
lamation; it involves the Christian’s 
lifestyle while he is in the world. What a 
Christian does and does not do in the 
world validates or invalidates his wit­
ness for Christ. He, therefore, is called 
upon to “avoid immorality like the 
plague” (1 Corinthians 6:18, Phillips), 
and to do the same for idolatry (1 Corin­
thians 10:14).

But what about matters that are not 
clearly identified as being either right or 
wrong? What is the Christian to do in 
such cases? What about eating meat that 
had been offered to pagan idols? What 
about matters that may not be wrong or 
harmful to the individual but may have a 
harmful influence upon others?

Paul’s answer is that other considera­
tions are involved in how a Christian 
should live in the world. There is more 
involved than whether or not something 
is right or wrong for the individual. What 
about his witness to the world? How will 
his actions be interpreted by unbe­
lievers? What about his witness and in­
fluence within the church? Even though 
something may not in itself be wrong for 
the individual, if it causes a weaker 
brother to stumble, should he do it? Are 
we really our brother’s keeper?

Rockford Baptist Church 
calls Galyon as pastor

W. A. Galyon began his pastorate at 
Rockford Baptist Church in Rockford on 
Sept. 15. He comes to the church from 
Sevier County where he was pastor of 
Knob Creek Baptist Church.

A graduate of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Galyon has pastored 
churches in Blount, Jefferson, and Se­
vier counties.

William F. Hall has been serving as in­
terim pastor of the Rockford church.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES!
Lesson for Oct. 20

Praising God for solvation
By Paul Woodford, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Lewisburg
Basic Passage: Exodus 14:1 to 15:21
Focal Passages: Exodus 14:29 to 15:2; 15:11-13, 17-18

Did you ever play “Did you ever?” 
While driving, did you ever glance 

away from the road ahead to adjust the 
radio or air conditioner? Did you ever 
suddenly find your­
self almost colliding 
with a ditch, an abut- 
ment, or another ve- Bi 
hide? Did you ever F
make a sudden jerk /
of the wheel and find 
yourself safely re- 
stored on the right RnL 
road? Did you ever 
after such a happen- 
ing make the natural Woodford 
response of “Thank God, I am okay and 
no real harm has been done”?

If so, then you can identify with the 
way the Israelites experienced their de­
liverance from the pursuing Egyptians.

Though the circumstances vary in kind 
and seriousness, the emotional road 
traveled and the requirement of faith is 
much the same. Our chosen Scripture pas­
sages illustrate the emotional reaction 
elicited in this act of faithfulness on the 
part of God and manifested in the faith of 
the children of Israel in the God Who is 
reliable and Who keeps His promises.

The threat of the pursuing Egyptians 
coupled with the seeming insurmount­
able sea ahead most certainly filled the 
recently freed slaves with fear. But the 
very act of deliverance, the parted 
waters, the dried sea bed, the engulfing 
waters pouring over their enemies also 
filled them with strong emotions, a 
gamut of emotions. First there was fear 
bordering on terror, then a believing 
trust, and finally a joy that had to be ex­
pressed in knowing God better and prais­
ing Him more.

Seeing the mighty hand of God 
elicits the fear of the Lord (14:29-31) 
The children of God experienced a real 

event of deliverance. The Hebrews had 
left Egypt after years of bondage (recall 
last week’s prediction by God to Abra­
ham of a 400-year slavedom.)

Urged to leave by the Egyptian lead­
ers, they set forth. But the mood changed 
and the Egyptian army was sent to bring 
back this principal portion of Egypt’s 
labor force. Certainly Israel’s situation 
seemed hopeless as they were caught be­
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tween the sea and the advancing army of 
the enemy. But the God of hope acted 
visibly in a definite way and at a definite 
time in their history. Justice was not 
only done, it was seen to be done. “And 
Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
seashore.”

The very human emotion of fear ap­
proaching terror was turned into a 
reverential awe at “that great work 
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: 
and the people feared the Lord.” It is but 
a short step from such reverential awe to 
an active faith and truth.
Fear of the Lord leads to faith and trust 

(15:1-2)
“And the people feared the Lord, and 

believed the Lord, and His servant
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These students now at Carson-Newman are receiving scholarship aid from the money their churches con­
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Moses” is a description of the process of 
trusting faith. The basic meaning of be­
lief is to lean upon something or someone 
for support, or to depend upon.

Many years ago, a Bible translator 
was at a loss for the word to translate 
faith into a native African dialect. He 
reports that he observed a tired runner 
cast himself upon a bench and use the 
native dialect word for what he was do­
ing. Then the translator had his word to 
translate faith, “to lean one’s whole 
weight upon or rest one’s whole weight 
upon.”

There is an added dimension here also. 
The children of Israel had an increase of 
trust in their appointed leader, Moses. 
But the emotion that welled up and sus­
tained was expressed in the Song of 
Moses and of Miriam.

God’s deliverance evokes a great joy 
(15:1-2, 11-13, 17-18)

Slowly the shock of the experience 
began to wear off and the terror and awe 
were replaced by an overwhelming joy 
that wanted to know God better and to 
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Red Bank, Chattanooga 
Skipper Baldridge 
Jami Brummit 
Richard Seymour 
Allyson Steelman 
Barry Steelman 
Jana Sterchi 
Deborah Wyatt

Sevierville, First
Marc Robertson
Peter Shields

Signal Mountain
Marcie Burton

Swann's Chapel
Cathy Cody

White Pine, First
Paul Buckner
Sydney Buckner
Norman Gardner, Jr.

praise Him more. As one man has wisely 
observed, “The Red Sea was not an un­
fortunate barrier that somehow thwart­
ed them. It became the very center of 
deliverance.” How reminiscent of Paul’s 
observation in 2 Corinthians 2:16 is this 
statement. Their songs of praise and 
gratitude center on three major ideas: 
the affirmation that the deliverance was 
the result of God’s action, that there is a 
great hope and future for Israel, and that 
God’s nature is revealed to be glorious, 
fearful, wonderful, and eternal.

Someone has noted that the hymn in 
Exodus 15 is like the rainbow after the 
storm. Even so, reverential awe, trust­
ing faith, and songs of joy are the natural 
phenomena after a deliverance from 
danger. In other words, all of these are 
the natural result of salvation.

Truly Christianity is a faith that sings 
with joy. More pointedly, Christians bear 
their best and most effective testimony 
when their lives are lives of praise and 
joy to God and are lives which seek to 
know and serve Him better.

Be God’s joyful witness today!

Not Pictured:
Brainerd, Chattanooga

Beth Whitson
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Julie Brummett
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Church starter reveals
By Jim Lowry

KALISPELL, Mont.(BP)- Southern 
Baptists, in their enthusiasm to start 
churches in new work areas, may need to 
exercise patience or risk reflecting an 
image of a struggling, suffering denomi­
nation.

For Butch Adcock, pastor of East­
haven Baptist Church in Kalispell. 
Mont., there is a paradox of loneliness 
for more contact with other pastors 
while at the same time not favoring the 
location of a new church within a few 
miles of another small, struggling 
church.

“Our basic philosophy has been to 
establish churches in towns which have 
no Southern Baptist witness,’’ Adcock 
said. “Instead, we should establish area 
churches and let the church reach out 
where it can be strong, rather than 
spreading out the leadership.

“Missions efforts for the most part are 
ineffectual when there is one church with 
an average attendance of 14 and another 
church three miles away with about the 
same number,’’ he said.

“We have to exercise patience, even if 
it might mean not having a mission for 10 
years,” he explained. “In the Northwest, 
we need the strong Southern Baptist wit­
ness of good preaching, good teaching, 
and good training.

“I’m for starting churches with good 
possibilities,” explains Adcock, whose 
church members have been involved in 
helping with the construction of 14 
churches in the northwestern United 
States in the last nine years.

“A church needs to be running about 
200-250 in Sunday School before you can 
establish a mission by moving leaders to 

FRONTIER FOR SOUTHERN BAPTISTS — The Rocky Mountains, only 60 miles from 
the Canadian border, form a beautiful backdrop for Easthaven Baptist Church, 
Kalispell, Mont. Members of Easthaven have helped build 14 SBC churches in the 
last nine years in an area where Southern Baptists are rare. Photo by David 
Haywood.

the new church,” Adcock said. “You nur­
ture the mission church and keep a 
strong mother church. When the mission 
church gets strong, you establish an­
other mission.”

In the northwestern part of the U.S., 
many people are not oriented to attend­
ing church, according to Phil Turner, 
minister of education at First Baptist 
Church, Dishman, Wash., one of the 
churches constructed by workers from 
Easthaven Baptist Church.

“We have a generation or two where 
people moved here and church is not a 
part of their lives,” Turner said. “South­
ern Baptists who move here are shocked 
by the small Baptist churches and go to 
bigger churches.”

To point out the high mobility of people 
in the area, Turner said his church had 
enrolled 900 people in Sunday School in 
the last nine years while their Sunday 
School enrollment has grown to 261.

Some persons criticize churches for 
counting members and dollars, but to 
survive, a church must reach people to 
support ministries, according to Adcock. 
With the scarcity of church goers in the 
area, a fact of life is competition for 
members.

In Deer Park, Wash.. Pastor Charles 
Hargrove said his church, with an 
average attendance of just over 100, is 
the second largest church in the town of 
about 1,800. There are 12 churches in the 
immediate area.

Hargrove’s wife, who recently attended 
a conference at Glorieta Baptist Confer­
ence Center, said other wives of mission 
pastors in the conferences expressed 
loneliness because of the difficult cir­
cumstances in the Northwest.

paradox of new work

EXPERTS IN PATIENCE — Butch Adcock (right), pastor of Easthaven Baptist Church, 
Kalispell, Mont., and Charles Hargrove, pastor of Deer Park (Wash.) Baptist 
Church, agree that Southern Baptists should be patient in starting new churches.

“There is strength in numbers,” she 
said. “Numbers represent souls, but 
they also pay the bills. There is no 
strength in some churches here.”

Deer Park Baptist Church is one of the 
churches in the area which is making 
gains in enrollment and finances, with 
attendance increasing from 60 to the 
present average of 103 in two years.

According to Adcock, Southern Bap­
tists may be “forcing” their missions ef­
forts with a mentality of a church in 
every city. Area churches might reach

Professor teaches Kenyans about cows
ALEXANDRIA, La.(BP)- Seminary 

Professor Vance Kirkpatrick teaches 
Kenya Baptist seminary students how to 
raise milk cows.

“We are developing good breeding 
stock and will sell them a heifer at re­
duced rates when they graduate,” the 
Louisiana Baptist missionary-in-resi- 
dence said, noting the Kenyan pastors 
can raise a cow on one-third acre of land 
and double their income by selling the 
milk. “Also they have milk for the chil­
dren to improve nutrition.”

Raising dairy cattle in Kenya is not 
new but cattle that will produce four or 
five gallons per day are a rarity. “Most 
of their cattle produce one or two quarts. 
People sit around and watch us milk be­
cause of the quantity,” he said.

Kirkpatrick teaches pastors in the

Interpretations —
A good soldier

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“Thou therefore endure hardship, as a 

good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Timo­
thy 2:3).

Paul was fond of using military and 
athletic terms to express spiritual truth. 
He also used mixed metaphors for that 
purpose. These are amply illustrated in 2 
Timothy 2:3-6.

The Greek text reads “suffer hardship 
with me.” Climaxing all his hardships 
for Christ was Paul’s present predica­
ment - in a Roman dungeon facing death. 
He and Timothy are fellow-soldiers, so 
they should share sufferings as such. The 
life of a soldier at war is fraught with 
danger and difficulty. To be effective, 
the soldiers must share equally in it. To 
illustrate this Paul uses three metaphors.

First, he used the figure of a soldier 
(v.4). “Warreth” (KJV) means to serve 
as a soldier. The soldier must concen­

more people and have a greater impact 
on communities.

“Southern Baptists are known for be­
ing a strong, evangelical denomination, 
noted for Bible teaching and Christian 
growth,” Adcock said. “We’re not re­
flecting Southern Baptist work, however, 
when some of our churches are project­
ing an image of defeatism and struggle.”

“Christians are victorious,” Adcock 
concluded. “We need to project what we 
preach - a victorious life, a victorious 
Saviour, a victorious salvation.”

Baptist Theological Education by Exten­
sion program where he is director of the 
Kenya branch of the International Bap­
tist Theological Seminary of East Africa. 
Enrollment is about 725.

He and his wife, Cherry, are on fur­
lough until June.

Of course, Kirkpatrick’s main minis­
try is training Kenya national pastors for 
ministry. This is done by an extension 
program where students remain on their 
fields of ministry except for a periodical 
two-week study on a campus.

“Our philosophy of theological educa­
tion focuses on keeping pastors in their 
communities where they can minister 
and make a living for their families,” 
said Kirkpatrick. He said most of them 
remain in their communities even after 
seminary education is complete.

trate on military life, thus he does not 
become involved in civilian life, busi­
ness, and the like, to the point of giving 
Christ second place. Giving his all to be­
ing a good soldier, he endeavors to 
please those under whom he serves. 
Christians should do the same for Christ.

Second, Paul uses the figure of an 
athlete (v.5). “Strive” renders athlei, 
note athlete. He denies himself in train­
ing, and does his best to win the contest. 
Unless he plays by the rules of the game, 
he is not crowned as the victor. Serving 
Christ calls for self-sacrifice and diligent 
effort within God’s will.

Third, he uses the figure of a farmer 
(y.6). The one who tills the soil has the 
right to be the first in partaking of the 
harvest. Here is the note of reward for 
faithful Christian service.

All three metaphors call us to face the 
price we must pay if we are to be faithful 
servants of the Lord.


