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Baptists resolve to evangelize world
By Connie R. Davis

About 1,600 Tennessee Baptists ap­
plauded and shouted “amens,” and sev­
eral hundred recommitted their lives in 
response to messages and music at the 
Tennessee Baptist Evangelism Con­
ference in Nashville last week.

A special emphasis was the Good News 
America, God Loves You simultaneous 
nationwide revivals April 6-27.

The annual two-day meeting at Bel­
mont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Jan. 20-21 ended on Tuesday evening 
with a session emphasizing laypersons.

Frank Pollard, the Bible study leader, 
announced he will leave Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif, where he is president, to 
return to the pastorate of First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Miss., effective March 
1. (See separate story on this page.)

Bible'studies
Leading four studies during the con­

ference, Pollard proclaimed that “the 
future of the SBC” may depend on the 
Good News America, God Loves You re­
vivals.

Pollard noted that the words “iner­
rant” and “infallible” brought cheers at 
the SBC annual meeting, but the world 
“Lord” brought no cheers,

“The Bible is the Word of God ... , but

TBCH to open 
Burrville home

BURRVILLE - Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes Inc. will begin opera­
tion of its second satellite group care 
home on Feb. 1, when the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention institution assumes 
the management of a Burrville facility.

The operation of the leased facility was 
approved by the TBCH trustees at their 
meeting in December, according to 
Gerald Stow, TBCH executive director­
treasurer.

The building and 13-acre site is being 
leased from Keeping Them AU at Home 
Inc., a non-profit corporation which 
formerly operated the home. The facility 
can accommodate up to 10 children.

Stow said the sateUite home will be 
operated under the supervision of East 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home in 
Chattanooga, where Burl McMillan is su­
perintendent.

TBCH has employed Richard Schum- 
pert as field social worker, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Jones wiU serve as house­
parents. First Baptist Church of Sun­
bright is providing office space for the 
satelUte home.

The sateUite home at Burrville will 
provide emergency shelter and group 
care for chUdren in Morgan County and 
adjoining areas.

TBCH operates a sateUite home in 
Johnson City, as well as its three homes 
in Hamilton, Shelby, and Williamson 
counties and a home for unwed mothers 
in Greeneville.

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE — Nearly 1,600 attended the Jan. 20-21 Tennessee 
Evangelism Conference at Belmont Heights Baptist Church in Nashville. Good 
weather brought the largest attendance in several years.

it is not God,” Pollard said.
He admonished Southern Baptists to 

be of one accord like the Christians at the 
day of Pentecost. Citing the 25,000 drop 
in baptisms last year, Pollard said, “Pol­
itics is our problem.

“God likes to take small people and do 
big things. He uses people like you and 
me” to witness to potential world­
changers like D. L. Moody and Billy 
Graham, Pollard told the crowd.

He encouraged conference partici­
pants to say like Paul in Romans 1:13-16: 
“I am debtor,” “I am not ashamed,” 
and “I am ready.”

Pollard also suggested that if Jesus 
lived in our day, he would have had a 
parable about football. He cautioned 

(Continued on page 3)

DECISIONS — At the closing service of 
the Evangelism Conference, nearly 200 
people came to the front of Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church to recommit 
themselves to the lordship of Jesus 
Christ.

Missionaries evacuate Beirut
NICOSIA, Cyprus (BP) - Five Southern Baptist missionaries evacuated east 

Beirut Jan. 18 after several days of intense fighting in that sector.
Fourteen other Southern Baptist missionaries remain in the Beirut area.
Leaders of the Southern Baptist mission in Lebanon recommended the evacu­

ation for famiUes with children and others with potential mobHity problems.
Temporarily relocating in Cyprus are Mac and Linda Sacco and two of their 

five chUdren; Gary and Jeree White and their two children; and Vivian Trim­
ble. The Saccos’ other chUdren are attending school outside Lebanon.

The group will remain in Cyprus two or more weeks before deciding about 
returning, said EUse Bridges, Foreign Mission Board associate area director 
for Europe and the Middle East. “They want to return,” Mrs. Bridges said.

The Saccos have been assigned to Lebanon aU but two of the last 15 years. He 
is the mission’s business manager. The Whites moved to Beirut last year to be 
involved in educational work. Mrs. Trimble is an EngUsh-language teacher at 
the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, where her husband, BUI, is dean of stu­
dents. The Trimbles have been assigned to Beirut aU but two of the last 25 
years.

The seminary and other Baptist evangelistic and educational ministries in 
the Beirut area remain open.

Pollard resigns presidency, 
returns to former pastorate

MILL VALLEY, CaUf.(BP) - Franklin 
D. Pollard, president of Golden Gate 
Theological Seminary since May of 1983, 
has resigned to return to the pastorate of 
First Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., ef­
fective March 1.

He was unanimously selected in a busi­
ness meeting of the church Jan. 19. Pol­
lard was interim pastor for the church’s 
Sund^services and previously had been 
pastoi^f the 7,000-member church from 
1974-1980.

“I have had to face the fact that I’m 
simply a Baptist preacher,” Pollard ex­
plained. “After my God and my famUy, I 

love the ministry of a Baptist preacher. 
How thankful I am our Lord is letting us 
return to a congregation we love deeply.”

The pulpit of the Jackson congregation 
has been vacant since October foUowing 
the unexpected resignation of H. Earl 
Craig, wrho moved to DaUas. PoUard al­
most immediately became interim preach­
er, traveling from California each 
weekend.

In his statement of resignation, Pol­
lard said he and his wife, Jane, announced 
the decision to leave “reluctantly” be­
cause of their love for Golden Gate semi­
nary, its ministry, and its people. They 
are’thankful for the opportunity to expe­
rience firsthand the challenge of South­
ern Baptist work on the West Coast.

Golden Gate seminary’ is a fully ac­
credited institution of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention established in 1944. 
PoUard is the seminary’s fifth president.

PoUard came to the seminary from 
San Antonio. Texas, where he was pastor 
of First Baptist Church for two years. He 
has been host and Bible teacher for “At 
Home With The Bible,” a program spon­
sored by the SBC Sunday School Board 
and the convention’s Radio and Televi­
sion Commission.

Additionally, PoUard has been preach­
er for the worldwide “Baptist Hour” 
radio program and has written three 
books. In 1979 he was selected by Time 
magazine as one of the “seven most 
outstanding Protestant preachers in 
America.”

The seminary’s board of trustees will 
follow the appropriate process to fill the 
vacancy.
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SBC Peace Committee 
probes political issues

By Dan Martin
DALLAS (BP)- Politics in the South­

ern Baptist Convention occupied the 
attention of the convention’s Peace Com­
mittee as the 22-member group held its 
fourth session Jan. 20-21.

“Our agenda was focused almost en­
tirely - although not exclusively - on 
political matters in our convention,” 
said Charles Fuller of Roanoke, Va., 
committee chairman.

Fuller said the first three meetings 
had considered the theological dimen­
sion of the controversy which has rocked 
the denomination for more than seven 
years. At the inception of the convention- 
elected committee, Fuller said the group 
would concentrate on theological mat­
ters first, because members believe 
other problems stem from a “theological 
root.”

Following the Dallas meeting, Fuller 
said he is “encouraged” by the progress 
toward a solution to the controversy 
which threatens to split the 14.4-million- 
member SBC, although he did not speci­
fy what shape any possible solution 
would take.

“We have not reached a breakthrough,” 
Fuller said, “but I am encouraged about 
the potential for one. We may be ap­
proaching some significant areas where 
all sides can come together and honor 
our diversity while not dishonoring our 
convictions.”

During its two-day session, the com­
mittee declined to take official action 
concerning possible candidates for the 
SBC presidency. Two men widely con­
sidered as the frontrunners to become 
SBC president - Adrian Rogers of Mem­
phis and Winfred Moore of Amarillo, 
Texas - are members of the Peace 
Committee. A third member - Ed 
Young of Houston — has been mentioned 
in past years as a potential president.

Prior to the meeting, it was widely 
speculated the committee would ask the 
two key candidates - Rogers and Moore 
- to withdraw their names from con­
sideration, and that the body would seek 
to find a compromise or peace candidate 
to lead the convention.

The body, however, decided it is “not 
our role to determine who should or 
should not be president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention,” Fuller said. “We 
did not feel we should be involved in that 
politicization.”

The committee also discussed the in­
volvement of other Peace Committee 
members in the political process, in­
cluding addressing partisan rallies and 
writing articles. Many persons have 
questioned the propriety of committee 
members being so actively involved, 
Fuller said.

He added: “We reaffirmed the state­
ment we adopted during the first meet­
ing in August and in reaffirming that, we 
addressed the fact Peace Committee 
members should not be dealt with in any 
other way than any other Southern Bap­
tist is, with the exception that we have 
the responsibilities of leadership and 
example.”

Fuller said the committee “admon­
ished each other” about overt political 
activities “but was hesitant about adopt­
ing any action which would appear to be

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR 
IS FOR YOU.

muzzling a Peace Committee member 
from his or her natural involvement 
which someone with convictions and 
ideas has the right to have. We just asked 
the members to take part in the political 
activity with judgment and with a sense 
of responsibility.”

The August statement quotes the of­
ficial action taken by the SBC when the 
committee was created. That action 
calls on Southern Baptists “to exercise 
restraint, to refrain from divisive action 
and comments, and to reflect Christian 
love ...

The committee also appointed a sub­
committee to consider establishing 
guidelines for the appointment of a par­
liamentarian or parliamentarians for 
the annual sessions.

“Southern Baptists have no Constitu­
tional provision for a parliamentarian,” 
Fuller said. “Nor do we have guidelines 
for the selection of a parliamentarian or 
parliamentarians. Historically, it has 
been the option of the president if and 
when he used a parliamentarian.

“In dealing with this issue, the Peace 
Committee is not placing its focus on the 
past, but upon what shall be our course in 
the future. 'We feel there is a need for 
some definite guidelines in the selection 
of convention parliamentarians, al­
though there have been none.”

Fuller appointed William Poe, an at­
torney from Charlotte, N.C., to chair 
a subcommittee to devise guidelines 
relating to the appointment of an “im­
partial, qualified parliamentarian or 
parliamentarians” at the annual meet­
ing of the convention. Also named to the 
subcommittee are Jerry Vines of Jack­
sonville, Fla., and Christine Gregory of 
Danville, Va.

The issue of the parliamentarian arose 
during the 1985 annual meeting of the 
convention, when SBC President Charles 
F. Stanley ruled out of order efforts to 
amend the report of the Committee on 
Committees which named members of 
the 1986 Committee on Boards, Commis­
sions, and Standing Committees, which 
nominates trustees to serve on the 20 na­
tional SBC agencies.

A suit has been filed in federal court in 
Atlanta against the SBC and its Execu­
tive Committee by three laypersons 
seeking to have the ruling and election 
set aside.

The committee also heard preliminary 
reports from the five subcommittees ap­
pointed in December to visit 11 SBC 
agencies: the six seminaries, the Home 
Mission Board, Foreign Mission Board, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Historical 
Commission, and Christian Life Com­
mission.

The subcommittees are in the process 
of making the visits, Fuller said. The 
committee will hear final reports from 
the five subcommittees on the visits 
during their next meeting in Atlanta, 
Feb. 24-25.

Fuller said he is encouraged by the 
progress of the committee. “It is very 
difficult to communicate to the conven­
tion at large the progress this committee 
has made in its development. It has 
taken this long and this many meetings 
to come to the point where a dynamic has 
emerged. We’re now at the point where 
we are attempting to find some ways to 
maintain our convictions while at the 
same time honoring our diversity. This 
meeting has ended on a higher note than 
the others,” he said.

TELECONFERENCE — SBC leaders, pictured during last year's Home Missions Tele­
conference, are planning for this year's teleconference on Feb. 8. Left to right are 
Bill Tanner, president of the Home Mission Board; Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director of Woman's Missionary Union; James Smith, president of the Brotherhood 
Commission; and J. C. Durham Jr., director of the HMB media department.

ACTS plans broadcast on Feb. 8 
of Home Missions Teleconference

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. An additional 
3-million people will be able to view the 
1986 Home Missions Teleconference 
from 12 to 1:30 p.m. (CST) Feb. 8 when it 
is broadcast for the first time by the 
American Christian Television System.

This live teleconference will allow 
viewers to hear current missions infor­
mation from missionaries and Southern 
Baptist missions agency leaders, and to 
talk personally with these missions ex­
perts.

In addition to being carried on ACTS, 
the Home Missions Teleconference will 
be broadcast by the Baptist Telecom­
munication Network (BTN).

Missionaries to Uganda report 
on conditions after takeover

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)- Southern 
Baptist missionaries in Uganda reported 
they were safe and staying indoors Jan. 
27 as the rebel National Resistance 
Army consolidated control of Kampala, 
the Ugandan capital.

Missionaries in Kenya monitored a 
shortwave radio broadcast Jan. 27 from 
Missionary Jim Rice in Kampala, who 
said the 12 missionaries in the capital 
were unharmed and violence had sub­
sided. The fighting has reportedly moved 
toward Jinja, the country’s second 
largest city, where rebel forces pursued 
government troops and the head of state, 
Gen. Tito Okello.

Missionary Jimmie Hooten in Jinja re­
ported by shortwave radio Jan. 26 that 
his family and Journeyman John Dina 
were safe. A well-drilling vehicle be­
longing to the missionaries was stolen, 
rammed into a pole, and abandoned, but 
Hooten and Dina recovered the vehicle 
and returned it to the mission compound 
in Jinja.

The missionaries are “just staying 
quietly at home and not attracting any 
attention,” said Davis Saunders, the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s director for eastern and south­
ern Africa. Saunders said the mission­
aries may remain in Uganda if the

More than 300 central viewing sites 
across the country are expected for the 
teleconference. Southern Baptists will 
gather in churches, associational build­
ings, and private homes to participate.

Viewers will have the opportunity to 
call in questions for the missionaries and 
agency leaders in the studio. Mission­
aries from Wyoming, Virginia, Illinois, 
and Alabama will be on the program.

Dorothy Sample, national president of 
Woman’s Missionary Union, will also 
field questions, along with Home Mission 
Board President William Tanner and 
Brotherhood Commission President 
James Smith.

fighting ends, or possibly go to neighbor­
ing Kenya and return when conditions 
permit.

“They have been through so much with 
(former Ugandan dictator) Idi Amin and 
the changing of governments that have 
followed that they know pretty well when 
it becomes imperative for them to leave 
if they can get out,” Saunders said.

The U.S. State Department and rebel 
leader Yoweri Museveni discussed an 
airlift for embassy personnel and other 
Americans, possibly on Jan. 28 or 29. But 
roads and the airports at Jinja and En­
tebbe remained closed Jan. 27.

Thirty-one Southern Baptist mission­
aries and journeymen are assigned to 
Uganda, but about half of them are cur­
rently in Kenya or in the United States on 
furlough.

Huckaby leaves hospital
KNOXVILLE - Ted Huckaby, direc- 

tor of missions for Knox County Baptist 
Association, was released from St. 
Mary’s Hospital of Knoxville on Jan. 27. 
He had been in the hospital since experi­
encing heart problems on Jan. 18.

According to the associational office, 
tests indicated that Huckaby evidently 
did have a “minor” heart attack and 
there was some heart damage.



Baptist and Reflector Page 3
January 29. 1986

Tennessee Baptist Evangelism Conference.
(Continued from page 1) 

against living lives like the Super Bowl, 
which is five hours long, but includes 
only seven and a half minutes when the 
football is actually in play.

“You get into the huddle to get the 
assignment. The next thing you're sup­
posed to do is to run the play,” he con­
cluded.

Foreign missions speaker
Wayne Bristow, associate enlistment 

director of the Foreign Mission Board, 
Richmond, stressed that there is “no 
mass evangelism without personal evan­
gelism,” which often must be done at 
unscheduled times. He described the 
work of an evangelist as a divine ap­
pointment, grand responsibility, ade­
quate answer, and as making a world of 
difference.

Bristow detailed the desire of people in 
other countries for God and decried our 
insensitivity to it. Our great needs in our 
world are not moral, social, political, or 
economic, but for transformation from 
God, he added.

Bristow charged that if Southern Bap­
tists continue as in the past to reach the 
nearly 5-billion people in the world, the 
number of lost persons will total 5-billion 
by A.D. 2000.

“Where you spend you time and your 
money is your god.” said Bristow, re­
porting that each Southern Baptist gave 
an average of $39 to missions last year.

He encouraged more to serve in short­
term missions opportunities, maintain­
ing that missions involvement always 
increases the local support of volunteers.

Even though the world is “hedging its 
bets” and becoming “more isolationist,” 
Bristow called for “aggressive” mis­
sions involvement, because some coun­
tries are open to missions that have 
never been before.

Home missions speaker
“Evangelism is more of a commit­

ment than anything,” contended Ken 
Carter, director of the associational 
evangelism department of the Home 
Mission Board, Atlanta.

Carter called the crowd to practice 
holiness, pray continuously, present 
Jesus Christ daily, and preach repen­
tance, even though preachers shouting 
“Repent” are ridiculed

Carter alleged that church members 
can “do anything and stiU be a member 
in good standing in our churches.” Re­
pent is “a word of action and resolution.”

He explained that Jesus told the rich 
young ruler to repent by giving his 
wealth to the poor, “not to a radio 
preacher, and not to a building program. 
Anything a person can’t live without, 
that’s their god,” he thundered.

NYC pastor
Clarence Williams, pastor of Southern 

Baptist Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., said, 
“Maybe the reason we baptize less and 
less is because we believe less and less 
and so the world does not see the dif­
ference.” *

The audience laughed after Williams 
said, “I’m not sure whether they (church 
members) get better or worse.”

Pastors should remind their members 
that instead of being “no-good,” they

David Rogers returns 
to Memphis pastorate

David Rogers has accepted the call of 
Summer Avenue Baptist Church in 
Memphis to serve as pastor.

Rogers, who had previously served as 
pastor of the church, returns to Memphis 
after serving as a pastor in Mississippi.

SHARING STATISTICS — “I doubt if we have 10 churches that have got 1,000 in 
(each of) them on a Sunday morning,’’ cited Clarence Williams concerning New 
York City, where he is a pastor, which has 18-million people in the metropolitan
area.

“are the righteousness of God,” said Wil­
liams.

Referencing Ephesians 6:10, he called 
the participants to “be strong in the 
Lord. You are not going to get the ability 
of God when you get to heaven. You don’t 
need it in heaven,” he said.

Representing laypersons
The president of the Brotherhood Com­

mission in Memphis, James Smith, called 
participants to confess their sins and 
heal bad relationships, warning them 
against feeling immune to sin.

“The energy of the flesh” is not enough 
to Live the Christian life, he said. “If you 
want to know what you’re filled with, see 
what comes out when you’re shaken," he 
declared “He (God) cleanses us and 
changes our nature.

“As long as our formula is addition, we 
will be losing,” said Smith, promoting in­
stead evangelization through multiplica­
tion, as new converts are trained to 
become soul winners.

Fred Roach, president of Centennial 
Homes Inc., Dallas, Texas, called lay­
persons to community involvement 
because others are looking for the Chris­
tian influence. He declared that “voca­
tion” means “calling” in Latin.

“My life isn’t to be compartmental­
ized. Sometimes I sense God working 
more at Centennial Homes than at my 
church. I’m a priest to the King. God’s 
Word says so,” he shared.

He warned against “horizontal holy 
spirits,” people who try to tell others 
what God wants them to do.

PERSONAL EVANGELISM — The in­
dividual’s response to witnessing was 
highlighted in two Evangelism Con­
ference sermons by Wayne Bristow of 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board.

Speakers from Tennessee
Tom Madden, TBC executive secre­

tary, suggested the following reasons 
people do not witness: it is easier to do 
other good things, not realizing the serious 
condition of the lost, fearing an unwel­
come reception, and feeling unworthy. 
These diversions are from Satan, ac­
cording to Madden.

TBC President James McCluskey 
noted laypersons, not the apostles, 
spread the gospel and in 300 years 
stopped the spread of the Roman empire.

The pastor of Wallace Memorial Bap­
tist Church, Knoxville, said. “Those of us 
who talk ‘priesthood of believer’ are as 
guilty as the rest of Christendom.”

He said the biggest evangelistic need 
of the state is for church staff members 
to equip the saints.

Even though pastors are rarely criti­
cized for not witnessing, they should not 
be busy doing what people want rather 
than what God wants.

Earl Taylor, an evangelist from Mary­
ville, said during his message on the life 
of Christ, “The precious babies that are 
aborted will rise” from their graves 
when Christ comes back.

Baptist church shelters families 
after blaze in Philippine city

MANILA, Philippines (BP) - About 500 
families found shelter in a Baptist 
church after they watched a massive 
New Year’s Eve blaze destroy their 
homes in the greater Manila area.

The fire raged through a squatters’ 
district in Pasay City, killing six people 
and leaving 800 families homeless. It 
burned to the walls of Pasay City Baptist 
Church. The church building, only slight­
ly damaged, became a makeshift relief 
center.

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board released $10,000 in hunger and 
relief funds to provide two daily meals 
for a week and gospel tracts for each of 
the 800 families who fled their homes in 
the blaze. Six of the refugee families 
were members of the church.

Southern Baptist Missionaries Gerald 
Davis, Will Gopffarth , and Jim Critten- 
don worked with the church in oversee­
ing use of the funds.

All except about 100 of the families 
housed in the church moved after three 
days into tents provided by the Philip­
pine Air Force.

Mike Mendoza, pastor of the Pasay 
City church, led the relief work. He and 
the church’s young people distributed

Partner representatives
Representing Michigan, Tennessee’s 

sister-state, Ray Babb, pastor of Merri­
man Road Baptist Church, Garden City, 
thanked the 1,000 Tennesseans who came 
last year to do missions work.

The former Tennessee pastor criti­
cized churches that promote what they 
can do for potential members, teaching 
members to be “consumers of love.” and 
charged churches to “change our world.”

Charging that religion is a tranquilizer 
for some, he said, “The church should be 
the object of our service rather than our 
commitment.”

Representing the three-year partner­
ship with Venezuela which began in No­
vember 1985 was Ludwing A. Villamizar, 
a student at Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky., who 
previously was a pastor and a dean at the 
Baptist seminary in Venezuela.

Villamizar asked Tennesseans to help 
him convert the 17-million people in 
Venezuela, of which only 14,000 are Bap­
tists. Many are becoming Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses and Mormons, he announced.

“WiU you share with me my vision, my 
dream? Will you take the challenge ... 
to help us have a new future?” he asked.

Reports and testimonies
Representatives from churches re­

ported on “Planned Growth in Giving- 
Evangelism,” evangelism council. “Lay 
Evangelism School.” and “Continuing 
Witness Training.”

Mrs. Lee Ann Curtis of First Baptist 
Church. Smithville, and Jim Dikes of 
Waterville Baptist Church, Cleveland, 
gave their testimonies during the session 
emphasizing laypersons.

Special music
The Tennessee Baptist Chorale, made 

up of ministers of music; Ken and Lois 
Holland, music evangelists of Nashville; 
the choir of Dalewood Baptist Church, 
Nashville; and Trent Hall, music evan­
gelist of Memphis, provided special 
music.

The conference was directed by For­
rest “Woody” Watkins, director of evan­
gelism, for Tennessee Baptists.

supplies and cleaned the church daily.
The following Sunday, Mendoza, who 

said he had been praying for a break­
through in the community, challenged 
his congregation to “get their hands dir­
ty and let the church get dirty” in order 
to minister and witness to the victims.

Children’s Sunday School was can­
celed that day because classrooms were 
packed with fire victims.

Eddie Olds dies
ATLANTA (BP)- Eddie Olds, South­

ern Baptist Home Mission Board nation­
al consultant for student ministry, died 
of cancer Jan. 23. He was 41 years old.

Olds has been with the HMB special 
mission ministries department since 
1984. He was earlier in church extension 
and student ministries for the Iowa 
Southern Baptist Fellowship.

In his 20-year career with students, the 
native San Franciscan served as a sum­
mer missionary, and a US-2 missionary, 
a campus minister, and a Baptist Stu­
dent Union director.

Surviving are his wife. Deborah Car- 
riger Olds, and two children.
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1986 
Evangelism 
Conference

TESTIMONY — Archie King (left), TBC Brotherhood director, 
introduces Mrs. Lee Ann Curtis of Smithville who gave her 
testimony of service during the Evangelism Conference.

SPECIAL MUSIC — Ken and Lois Holland, music evangelists 
from Nashville, presented special music, both vocal and in­
strumental, at each of the five sessions of last week’s 
Evangelism Conference.

PRESIDENT — Knoxville's James Mc­
Cluskey, president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, discussed "The Big­
gest Evangelism Need in Tennessee" at 
the Evangelism Conference.

FROM MICHIGAN — At the Evangelism 
Conference, Ray Babb of Garden City, 
Mich., asked in his sermon, "Can a 
church like yours reach a world like 
ours?"

CALL TO REPENT — Church members can "do anything and still be a member in 
good standing in our churches," alleged Ken Carter, director of the associational 
evangelism department, Home Mission Board, Atlanta.

VENEZUELAN — Ludwing A. Villamizar, 
pastor and educator from Venezuela, 
spoke of the dream of evangelizing 
that nation at the Evangelism Con­
ference. He is currently studying at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. .

BIBLE TEACHER — During the Evangel­
ism Conference, four Bible studies 
were presented by Frank Pollard, pres­
ident of Golden Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Mill Valley, Calif.

of ministers of music from Tennessee Baptist churches, sang at the Monday night 
session of last week's state Evangelism Conference. The chorale is directed by 
Julian Suggs, TBC church music department.

tion's Brotherhood Commission in Mem­
phis was the conference's closing 
speaker at the Tuesday night emphasis 
on laypeople.

LAY 
dent of the,

James Smith, presi- 
Baptist Conven- LAYAAAN ~ Fred Roach of Dallas. 

Texas, challenged laypeople to seek 
opportunities of service during his ad­
dress at the Evangelism Conference's 
Tuesday night session.
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Personal 
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer

"Thy statutes have been my songs in 
the house of my pilgrimage" (Psalm 
119:54).

As I focused on this verse, the thought 
gripped me that the psalmist was saying 
that as he walked through the experi­
ences of life, the statutes were sung and 
he was greatly strengthened thereby.

I recalled my mother's pilgrimage 
through life. She had certain hymns she 
would sing to help her through the trying 
experiences of rearing eight children.

No one ever has accused me of being 
able to sing. The nearest I ever got to 
studying music was as a freshman in 
high school. The choral teacher came to 
the study hall and picked several of us to 
enroll in a voice class. She kept me a 
week and sent me back to the study hall.

However, I do love the great hymns 
and I do try to sing them as I participate 
in worship. As worshipers, we must raise 
our hosannas, our songs of adoration, our 
psalms of praise.

Thus it is in God’s Word. The 150th 
psalm tells us how they worshiped in the 
Temple. A part of that psalm reads, 
“Praise Him with stringed instruments 
and organs ... .Let everything that hath 
breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the 
Lord.”

Job reminds us that as God created the 
world, the cornerstone was laid to music, 
“Where wast thou when I laid the foun­
dation of the earth? ... When the morn­
ing stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy” (Job 38:4, 7).

When the Israelites were delivered by 
God from Pharaoh beyond the Red Sea, 
they sang. “Sing ye to the Lord, for He 
hath triumphed gloriously” (Exodus 
15:21).

The birth of Jesus was surrounded 
with music. A friend of mine says that 
the angels followed Christ as far as they 
could and when they could go no further, 
they put a new star in the sky and hung 
out a new hymn in the air. The last sup­
per ended with a hymn. John in Revela­
tion talks about singing the songs of 
Moses in the New Jerusalem.

As long as God gives me breath I plan 
to sing the songs of Zion on this earth, off 
key. I’m sure, but in the New Jerusalem 
I plan to join with you and all the saints 
of all time to sing the songs of Zion - to 
sing them on key.

Belmont sponsors 
workshop on music

NASHVILLE - Nationally-known cli­
nician specialist Helen Kemp, known for 
her work with children’s voices, will con­
duct Belmont College’s annual Workshop 
in Music Education on Feb. 15.

The workshop, entitled “Singing With 
Children,” will be held from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in Gabhart Student Center.

A past professor of voice and church 
music at Westminster Choir College in 
Princeton, N.J., Kemp has lectured ex­
tensively on children’s choir methods 
and the development of young voices.

Cost.of the workshop is $5 for students 
and $10 for non-students. Registration 
will be held immediately preceding the 
workshop at 8:30 a.m. It is open to the 
public. For more information, contact 
Belmont’s School of Music.

Letters to the Editor
letters on any religion-related subject are 
welcomed. Letters of over 300 words will not 
be used. Other letters may be shortened at 
the discretion of the editor. No unsigned let­
ters will be printed, but writer's name will be 
withheld for sufficient reason. Letters must 
contain complete address and telephone 
number. Letters must not make personal at­
tacks on the character or integrity of in­
dividuals.

Pray for Burkina Faso
Dear editor:

I would like to take this occasion to ask 
Tennesseans to join the Burkina Faso 
Mission in prayer for the upcoming Bible 
distribution to the military. We have the 
opportunity to import and distribute 
20,000 Bibles to military personnel in ear­
ly 1986.

Needless to say, we are excited about 
the spiritual potential of such a program.

Please pray with us that God’s Spirit 
will be poured out on this country, and 
that thousands will turn to Christ in these 
next months. We will be seeking oppor­
tunity to preach and show evangelistic 
films in major military camps across 
this country. Every person receiving a 
Bible will be automatically invited to 
enroll in the Bible Way Correspondence 
course.

We want to invite you and others to 
pray with us for the spiritual success of 
this campaign. We are convinced that 
the Lord will greatly use this effort for 
His glory, if we pray.

Thank you in advance for your prayer 
support during these next few months of 
1986.

Al Hodges
B P 580
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

Al Hodges was missionary-in-residence 
for the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
from July 1983 through May 1984. 
(editor)

Church establishes 
Union scholarship

JACKSON - Englewood Baptist Church 
in Jackson has become the first to pledge 
the maximum participation amount in 
the Matching Church Scholarship Pro­
gram at Union University.

The local congregation has pledged 
$150,000 to be matched with $75,000 from 
Union.

Union’s matching gift funds come 
from a $l-million donation made by an 
anonymous Tennessee Baptist layman to 
the Baptist college’s endowment cam­
paign. The Englewood scholarship, es­
tablished with the combined funds, will 
provide financial assistance to members 
from Englewood attending the Jackson 
college.

Philip D. Jett, the church’s pastor, 
said of the new action, “I hope our com­
mitment will encourage other churches 
to join in this worthy endeavor. Our hope 
is that the scholarship fund will give 
many students the opportunity to attend 
Union University.”

Three other west Tennessee churches 
have already paid their pledges in full to 
the new' scholarship program. They are: 
First Baptist Church of Henning; First 
Baptist Church, Puryear ; and First Bap­
tist Church, Rutherford. Since their 
pledges have been paid in full, awards 
from their scholarships will be made 
beginning with the 1986 academic year.

Any Baptist church can establish a 
Matching Church Scholarship with a 
minimum contribution of $3,400, noted 
Paul Veazey, Union’s director of denom­
inational support. Union will match on a 
1 for 2 basis all contributions made 
through a maximum of $150,000.

Falwell's new movement
Dear editor:

Jerry Falwell’s recent strategic move 
expanding his Moral Majority political 
movement into a much larger target 
group of voters should alert all Ameri­
cans and especially all loyal Southern 
Baptists.

If the interdenominational fundamen­
talist Falwell succeeds in drawing “into 
our camp,” as he says, a large, well- 
meaning but uninformed bloc of voters 
under the banner of patriotism (“Liber­
ty”), he could go far toward electing U.S. 
congressmen, senators, and - a South­
ern Baptist Convention president who is 
aligned with him in the principles and 
methods of radical fundamentalism. We 
saw this alignment appear last year in 
Dallas when the interdenominational 
fundamentalist position and terminology 
on abortion was forced with zeal through 
the convention in its closing hours. This 
action was to the deliberate exclusion of 
our own Southern Baptist committee’s 
well-worded, decisive proposal.

Already the princes of fundamen­
talism are setting their new strategies in 
motion I Is Jerry Falwell the movement’s 
leader?

Rice A. Pierce
413 S. Main
Goodlettsville, TN 37072

Baylor sets enrollment ceiling
WACO, Texas (BP)- At a time when 

many colleges and universities across 
the nation are facing declining enroll­
ments, Baylor University trustees have 
approved an enrollment ceiling of 10,000 
full-time equivalent students, effective 
in the fall semester of 1986.

During the fall 1985 semester, 10,900 
full-time equivalent students were 
enrolled at the university owned by the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas.

The full-time equivalent enrollment 
reflects the ratio of the total number of 
class hours taken by students divided by 
12 hours, the minimum requirement for 
being considered full-time.

To implement the new policy, admis­
sions officials will begin a planned reduc­
tion over a three- to five-year period in 
the number of freshmen admitted to the 
university. In the past year, about 2,500
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Court to decide 
job bias case

WASHINGTON (BP) - For the second 
time in two years, the Supreme Court 
will decide if a worker is entitled, under 
the Constitution and federal law, to time 
off for religious observances.

The new case involves the claim of a 
public schoolteacher in Ansonia, Conn., 
that the local school board should pro­
vide him with paid leave to observe up to 
six religious holidays annually. The 
teacher is a member of the Sabbath­
observing Worldwide Church of God, a 
denomination founded by the late 
Herbert W. Armstrong

Only last year the court ruled invalid a 
Connecticut law requiring employers in 
the private rector to accommodate the 
religious needs of workers by giving 
them the day off of their choice each 
week for religious worship. The justices 
held, 8-1, that the statute had the effect of 
establishing religion in violation of the 
First Amendment.

The new dispute centers on the claim 
of Ronald Philbrook, who joined the 
Worldwide Church of God in 1968, that 
his religion conditions receiving eternal 
life on the observance of “designated 
holy days.”

Because the high court's schedule for 
oral arguments during the current term 
has now been filled, Philbrook’s case will 
not be heard until sometime after the 
1986-87 term opens next October.

freshmen were admitted. That number 
will be reduced to about 2,200 freshmen.

Trustees also reaffirmed Baylor’s de­
nominational identity by asking ad­
ministrators to continue seeking an 
enrollment in which Baptist students re­
main in the majority.

According to Dewey Presley, chair­
man of the trustee academic and student 
affairs committee, “The committee 
feels that this action will afford Baylor 
students the care and individual atten­
tion that they deserve, as well as the 
preparation they will need in order to 
meet the future with promise and as­
surance.

“It is hoped that the university will 
continue to have the capacity to offer the 
kind of Christian education in the ‘fami­
ly’ environment that has come to charac­
terize Baylor University.” Presley said.
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BTN teleconference draws hundreds of youth ministers
NASHVILLE (BP)- Hundreds of 

youth ministers gathered in more than 70 
locations Monday, Jan. 13, for the first 
Youth Ministry Live Teleconference on 
BTN (Baptist Telecommunication Net­
work).

Richard Ross, youth ministry coor­
dinator in the church administration 
department at the Southern Baptist Sun­
day School Board, was host for the eve­
ning teleconference, which featured 
Merton Strommen, founder of Search In­
stitute, Minneapolis, Minn., and a 
leading researcher on the Christian be­
liefs of young people.

Strommen opened the program by pre­
senting some personal insights to the 
youth ministers regarding current social 
trends which should affect methods of 
ministering to youth.

After the initial remarks, about 40 
minutes of the one-hour teleconference 
was devoted to 32 questions called in 
from youth ministers viewing the pro­
gram.

Questions dealt with the age of youth 
ministers, stereotypes faced in their 
ministry, available resources, serious 
problems and confidentiality, the role of 
women, and strategies for dealing with 
drugs.

"" One of the most significant areas of 
discussion related to involving parents of
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youth in the work of youth ministers. 
Ross said many youth ministers in the 
denomination are expanding their minis­
tries to include parents because of evi­
dence of increased effectiveness.

At Greensboro, N.C., out of a group of 
about 100,40 were parents of youth in the 
church. Some of the discussion in the 
teleconference centered on what parents 
can do to help youth ministers work with 
youth. One of the options suggested was 
parent training sessions to increase sup­
port for youth ministry.

Ross said he believes the teleconfer­
ence represented one of the largest gath­
erings of youth ministers, although an 
exact number of participants is not 
known. He said several youth ministers 
wrote to him prior to the teleconference 
to indicate that they would have groups 
participating in the teleconference. From 
those letters. Ross said there would be at 
least 1,100 persons viewing the confer­
ence. When questions were called in. 
several other large groups were re­
ported.

The trends reported by Strommen in­
cluded an increased secularization of 
society, in which families rarely talk 
about God or religion in the home. He 
said except for Southern Baptists, there 
is a general decline in Sunday School at­
tendance by youth throughout the United 
States.

Strommen also addressed the problem 
of youth and the lifestyles they practice 
today, especially those related to drug 
and alcohol abuse. He said in the 60s and 
70s, drug abuse by young people de­
creased at least 20 times while mari­
juana use increased 30 times. In the last 

25 years, Strommen said suicides by 
young people have tripled.

Other trends Strommen discussed were 
the changing role of women, growth in 
minority populations, changes in the 
nature of the family, and an epidemic in­
crease in the number of hurting people.

Strommen closed by offering a trend of 
encouragement for the youth ministers. 
He said there was increasing evidence 
today of a growing interest in religion by 
youth. Strommen challenged the youth 
ministers by saying they did not “have 
the luxury of carrying on business as 
usual,” noting the trends he has dis­

REACHING PEOPLE — Johnny Hunt, pastor of Long Leaf Baptist Church, Wilming­
ton, N.C., greets new church members during a revival. Hunt believes the major 
reason the thurch has led North Carolina in baptisms lor two years is because of 
Continuing Witness Training (CWT), which trains laypeople to witness.

North Carolina church trains 
laypeople to shore gospel

By Sherri Anthony Brown
WILMINGTON, N.C.(BP)- The pas­

tor of the church that led North Carolina 
in baptisms the past two years believes 
Continuing Witness Training (CWT) is 
the best tool to equip Christians to share 
the gospel.

“If the gospel is true, we ought to be 
able to tell about it. And CWT is the 
greatest tool I know of to equip people to 
do that,” explained Johnny Hunt, pastor 
of Long Leaf Baptist Church, Wilming­
ton, N.C.

During the 1984-85 church year. Hunt 
baptized 211 people; the year before he 
baptized 189.

All church members, including new 
members are encouraged to participate 
in CWT, a continuous process for train­
ing personal witnesses. CWT apprentices 
who complete the initial 13-week training 
cycle, memorizing the presentation and

Ben Young leads 
Ardmore mission

Ben Young is serving as pastor of Ard­
more Baptist Mission in Memphis. He 
previously served in the pastorate of 
Lamar Terrace Baptist Church, Mem­
phis.

A native of Eads, Young attended Mid­
South Bible College in Memphis.

He has been active in serving on com­
mittees of the Shelby County Baptist 
Association. He also served as vice- 
president of the Shelby County Pastors’ 
Conference.

covered call for action from concerned 
adults and youth ministers.

At the end of the session, Ross said 
youth ministers have “a unique calling. 
A lot of adults have committed a signifi­
cant portion of their lives to ministering 
to youth. All of society is watching to see 
what will happen to today’s teen-agers.”

States which were represented by call­
ers included South Carolina, West Vir­
ginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Texas, 
Kentucky, Arkansas, Tennessee, Ala­
bama, Maryland, and Oklahoma. Ross 
said other states also had groups par­
ticipating in the teleconference.

witnessing principles, become equippers 
of others. Participants also spend part of 
the 13-week training sessions visiting 
non-Christian prospective members.

“I’ve never had the door slammed in 
my face,” said church member Deborah 
Joyner. “Most people are receptive in 
some manner,” but often are not ready 
for Christian commitment.

Joyner, who has been involved with 
CWT for two years, is now teaching her 
12-year-old daughter. “In church we talk 
about witnessing, but we don’t always 
have a one-on-one basis for witnessing. 
CWT helps you gain boldness for that 
one-on-one experience,” she explained.

However, Joyner does not believe that 
witnessing is one-sided. “If they have 
something to say, I listen. If I’m’not in­
terested in what they’ve got to say, why 
should they listen to me?”

She often warns her classes that wit­
nessing can become “mechanical if you 
don’t stay sensitive and care for the 
people.”

Recently converted Charlene White 
began CWT within weeks of her conver­
sion at Long Leaf Baptist Church. For 
her it became a form of discipleship, as 
well as witness training.

“I feel so full I could bust,” she said. 
“That’s why whenever there’s an oppor­
tunity (to witness) I feel compelled to do 
it.

“Learning CWT doesn’t make you a 
soul winner,” warned White. “Only go­
ing out and using it can do that.

“If God can use CWT through me to 
reach people, that’s what I want,” said 
White.
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State court accepts lawsuit against SBC
By Dan Martin

ATLANTA (BP)- A lawsuit has been 
iled in Superior Court of Fulton County, 
3a., against the Southern Baptist Con- 
zention and its Executive Committee by 
ive Southern Baptist laypersons from 
ive states.

The suit, filed Jan. 23 by the Atlanta 
.awfirm of Bondurant, Mixson, and El­
more on behalf of plaintiffs from Georgia, 
Louisiana, North Carolina, Kentucky, 
and Texas, is identical to one filed Dec. 5 
in Federal District Court for the North­
am District of Georgia by Robert S. and 
Julia Crowder of Birmingham, Ala., and 
Henry C. Cooper of Windsor, Mo.

Attorney Jane Vehko told Baptist 
Press the new suit “is a parallel action in 
state court. Both suits seek exactly the 
same relief.”

Bondurant, Mixson, and Elmore repre­
sent the Crowders and Cooper in the fed­
eral suit as well as the plaintiffs in the 
new suit in Fulton County Superior 
Court.

Both suits center on the election of the 
SBC Committee on Boards, Commis­
sions, and Standing Committees at the 
1985 annual meeting of the SBC in Dallas. 
Both seek to have that election declared 
invalid, to have the courts interpret con­
vention bylaws, and to “enjoin the defen­
dants from further violations” of the 
bylaws.

Plaintiffs in the new suit are Katherine 
F. White, of Atlanta, a member of Sec­
ond Ponce de Leon Baptist Church; Lucy 
Azlin, of Alexandria, La., a member of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church; Betty Ann 
L. Upshaw of Winston-Salem, N.C., a 
member of Knollwood Baptist Church; 
Terry Black of Louisville, Ky., a mem­
ber of Buechel Park Baptist Church; and 
Jim B. Black of Lewisville, Texas, a 
member of First Baptist Church.

Katherine White is the daughter of the 
late John D. Freeman, former editor of 
the Baptist and Reflector and former ex­
ecutive secretary of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention.

All five were messengers to the 1985 
annual meeting of the SBC.

Vehko said: “The defendants (the SBC 
and Executive Committee) have an­
nounced their intention to try to have the 
federal suit dismissed, contending the 
federal court does not have jurisdiction. 
While we definitely feel the federal court 
does have jurisdiction, we have taken the 
precaution of filing suit in state court 
here.

“We have taken this action because of 
the importance of this matter and also 
because we are trying to have it heard 
before the June meeting (the 1986 annual 

meeting of the SBC, scheduled June 10-12 
in Atlanta).”

The SBC was to file its answer to the 
federal lawsuit in Atlanta Monday (Jan. 
27). Representing the SBC are James P. 
Guenther of Guenther and Jordan, Nash­
ville, and former U.S. Attorney General 
Griffin Bell of King and Spalding, At­
lanta.

“We will seek to have the case dis­
missed on the basis the First Amend­
ment to the Constitution prevents the 
court from addressing this case,” Guen­
ther said. “Also, in the federal courts, 
the plaintiffs must show that they have 
suffered $10,000 in damages, and we do 
not believe they can do this.”

In the Georgia suit, the plaintiffs 
allege their action “involves civil rights 
and property rights. As duly certified 
and registered messengers ... and as 
members of Baptist churches coop­
erating with the convention, each of the 
plaintiffs has an interest in ensuring that 
the business of the convention is con­
ducted in accordance with the mutually 
agreed upon rules and procedures set 
forth in the convention’s Constitution and 
bylaws ... .”

Association asks 
suit withdrawal

MILTON, Fla.(BP)- Twenty-two 
churches of the Santa Rosa Baptist Asso­
ciation in Florida’s panhandle have 
asked the plaintiffs in the federal lawsuit 
pending against the Southern Baptist 
Convention to withdraw their suit from 
“worldly” courts of law.

By a unanimous vote Jan. 6. the associ­
ation approved a letter be sent to Robert 
and Julia Crowder of Birmingham, Ala., 
who, with Henry C. Cooper of Windsor, 
Mo., have filed suit to reverse last June’s 
election of the SBC Committee on Boards, 
Commissions, and Standing Committees.

Crowder told the Florida Baptist Wit­
ness that the action is the only opposition 
from a Baptist association of which he 
has received notification.

The letter expresses “dismay that you 
as Christian brethren would resort to 
‘worldly’ courts to resolve polity and pro­
cedural differences that occur among us 
Baptists from time to time.”

Citing 1 Corinthians 6:1-8, the letter 
charges the lawsuit is unscriptural.

The letter is signed by Earnest S. 
Owens Jr., the association’s director of 
missions; Joe Gwyn, pastor of Immanu­
el Baptist Church, Pace, Fla., and mod­
erator of the association; and Janet 
Alford, associational clerk.

It goes on to claim the “defendants 
have violated the rights of plaintiffs as 
messengers to the convention and as 
members of Baptist churches cooper­
ating with the convention by failing to 
observe the convention’s bylaws ...

Both suits spring from actions at the 
SBC June 12, during which the Commit­
tee on Committees nominated the 
52-member Committee on Boards, Com­
missions, and Standing Committees.

Belmont enrollment 
sets spring record

NASHVILLE - A record 2,044 students 
registered for spring semester courses 
at Belmont College, representing a 2.77 
percent increase over 1985‘s spring 
enrollment and marking the first time in 
Belmont’s history that more than 2,000 
students enrolled for the spring.

Belmont’s enrollment figures have 
more than doubled in the last nine years, 
with the largest jump occurring in the 
1985 fall semester which reflected a 7 
percent increase over 1984.

The Tennessee Baptist college current­
ly enrolls more Nashville students than 
any other local university or senior col­
lege, with one-fourth of the student body 
comprised of working adults over 25 
years of age.

“One key to our growth is the con­
tinued qualitative development of our 
program here,” said President William 
E. Troutt. “The other is our commitment 
to keeping the college accessible.”
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— However, it takes 
more than money

An effort was made by James H. Slat­
ton, pastor of River Road Baptist Church 
of Richmond, Va., to introduce a substi­
tute slate of nominees. SBC President 
Charles F. Stanley of Atlanta, ruled the 
report could not be amended by an alter­
nate slate, but only one-by-one.

Messengers rejected Stanley’s inter­
pretation, but before action could be 
taken, the meeting adjourned. However, 
during the evening session, Stanley, on 
the advice of parliamentarian Wayne 
Allen of Memphis, ruled the report could 
not be amended at all. He then called for 
a vote and messengers by ballot vote 
elected the slate of nominees presented 
by the Committee on Committees.

The Georgia lawsuit maintains Stan­
ley’s “erroneous” rulings “violated the 
integrity of the bylaws ... were in ex­
cess of his authority as the presiding 
officer at the Dallas convention, and de­
prived the plaintiffs and other messen­
gers ... of the protection of fair and 
unbiased procedures which is guaran­
teed by the bylaws of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention.”

It also claims the report of the Com­
mittee on Committees “was not lawfully 
adopted” and therefore members of the 
1986 Committee on Boards “are without 
authority to serve.”

CHURCH VAN FOR SALE
1978 Dodge, 15-passenger, low mile­
age, like new, automatic, power, air, 
cruise, tinted glass. Regular gas.

Call Clarence Kirk
(615) 762-2729 or (615) 852-4313

The Cooperative Program 
is the
BEST 
and 

LEAST EXPENSIVE 
way known to support 

world missions.

Floridian joins SBC lawsuit
VERO BEACH, Fla.(BP) - A Vero Beach man has joined three other 

Southern Baptists in a federal lawsuit against the Southern Baptist Convention 
and its Executive Committee.

H. Allan McCartney, a retired Marine and deacon in First Baptist Church, 
Veto Beach, has filed a motion in the U.S. District Court in Atlanta to add his 
name as a plaintiff in a suit filed Dec. 5 by laypersons Robert S. and Julia 
Crowder of Birmingham, Ala., and Henry C. Cooper, of Windsor, Mo.

McCartney said he contacted Crowder and offered to become a plaintiff. With 
McCartney’s approval, Crowder’s attorney, Emmet J. Bondurant, filed the 
necessary court action, and early in January, McCartney was notified the court 
had accepted the motion.

“I’m not trying to stir up trouble,” McCartney told the Florida Baptist 
Witness, the newsjournal of the Florida Baptist Convention. “I got involved for 
the simple reason that slowly I had seen things happen (in the convention) that 
disturb me.

“My rights were violated in Dallas,” he said, referring to the 1985 annual 
meeting of the 14.4-million-member denomination in Dallas.

ADD
your prayers

to your money 
and you have
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Through Your 
Cooperative 
Program Gifts.
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Bible Puzzle Answers on page 10

ACROSS
1 “a young —” 

(John 12:14)
4 “by the —” (Acts 27:16)
8 Son of Caleb (1 Ch. 4:15)

12 Son: Irish
! 3 Hartebeeste
14 Salt tree. Tamarisk
15 “make ye this —” 

(Mark 5:39)
16 Luzon native
17 “cold and —” 

(Gen. 8:22)
18 “being----------- ” 

(Phil. 2:2)
21 Federal Aviation 

Agency: abbr.
22 Horizontal: abbr.
23 “Arad and —” 

(1 Ch. 8:15)
25 of his garment” 

(Matt. 9:20)
26 “— thousands of 

rivers” (Mic. 6:7)
29 “the son of —” 

G Ch. 26.28)

(Psa. 39:3)
35 America: abbr.
36 Aorist: abbr.
37 Chief ruler (2 Sa. 20:26)
38 “therewith----------- ” 

(Phil. 4:11)
43 Abraham’s wife 

(Heb. 11:11)
44 “nor any —” 

(Rev. 7:16)
45 “------- the good 

shepherd” (John 10:11)
47 Means “so be it” 

(Jude 25)
48 “Thin Man” dog
49 Aunt: Sp.
50 Lake, Blue Nile source
51 Bristle, comb, form
52 , the priest”

(1 Sa. 1:9)

CRYPTOVERSE
UR UY P QJJT RLUOQ RJ 
RLPOHY FORJ RLK CJAT
Today’s Cryptoverse clue: Q equals G

F'--------------------------------------------------

To change or correct 
your address...

Attach in this space your address 
label from the front page of your 
latest copy of the Baptist and 
Reflector. Please print your new 
address in the space provided 
below — including your ZIP code.

When changing your address, 
please give two weeks' advance 
notice.

Please send this information in 
written form, to insure accuracy.

All correspondence relating to your 
subscription should be accompanied 
by your address label from the Baptist 
and Reflector. If a label is not 
available, please write the 12-digit 
code from the top of your label here:

Address all requests to
Baptist and Reflector 
Post Office Box 728

Brentwood, TN 37027

Name__________ ________________________
Please Print

Address________________ _______________

City ;________________ ___________________

State___________________ Zip______________

DOWN
1 American Medical 

Association: abbr.
2 Carriage, Oriental
3 Will come in last days 

(2 Pe. 3:3)
4 Ahilud’s son (1 Ki. 4:12)
5 Greek for Hosea 

(Rom. 9:25)
6 Nick Charles’ dog
7 “— of lies” (Hab. 2:18)
8 “the God of —” 

(Gen. 31:53)
9 “children of —” 

(Neh. 7:21)
10 "There is-----here” 

(John 6:9)
11 “God — Baalam” 

(Num. 23:4)
19 “handle the —” 

(Ezek. 27:29)
20 “— unto me”

(Matt. 11:28)
23 Little insect (Prov. 6:6)
24 Goddess: Latin
25 “his heart is —”

(Deut. 19:6)
26 “Eliphaz the —” 

(Job 42:7)
27 Was beguiled 

(2 Cor. 11:3)
28 Abner’s father

(1 Ki. 2:5)
30 "a —latchet” 

(Gen 14:23)
31 "flaming —” (Nah. 2:3)
35 there any” 

(Jer. 14:22)
36 River (2 Ki. 5:12)
37 "she bare him —”

(1 Ch. 2:35)
38 Colombian Indian tribe
39 Son of Jerahmeel

(1 Ch. 2:25)
40 Platinum wire loop
41 Night, Norse
42 “his — drew”

(Rev. 12:4)
43 "— in darkness” 

(Matt. 4:16)
46 May: Fr.

QU WK

Rietdorf accepts post 
in Atlanta bookstore

NASHVILLE - Jud Rietdorf of Her- 
mitage, has been named a manager 
trainee for the 63-store Baptist Book 
Store chain. He is working in the Atlanta, 
Ga., store, under the director of manag­
er Greg Norton.

Rietdorf attended Volunteer State Com­
munity College, Gallatin, and earned a 
degree in marketing from Belmont Col­
lege, Nashville.

Prior to assuming his new position, he 
was a proofreader and telemarketing 
representative for Thomas Nelson Inc.

BROCHURE^’ BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
Xj/TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO 

^511 HIXSONPIKE«CHATTANOOGA,TN374l5j

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
VAN WINKLE carpet
CHURCH

FURNISHINGS 5 
PFW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

High court faces decisions 
on two church-state cases

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP)- After hearing 

oral arguments in two church-state 
cases, the U.S. Supreme Court appears 
ready to refine further the Constitutional 
balance between the free exercise of re­
ligion and the government’s need to 
regulate the military and the Social 
Security system.

In one dispute, an Air Force captain 
who is a practicing Orthodox Jew, tried 
to convince the high court justices in oral 
arguments Jan. 14 that his right to exer­
cise the longstanding Orthodox practice 
of wearing a yarmulke - or skull cap - 
while on duty as a psychologist in a mili­
tary hospital outweighs the military’s 
need to enforce its uniform regulations.

Simcha Goldman, who wore the skull 
cap on duty for four years before being 
instructed to remove it, argued through 
his attorney, Nathan Lewin, of Washing­
ton, that accommodation of religious 
freedom rights of military personnel 
should be protected in much the same 
way as are those of civilians. But Lewin 
ran into a barrage of pointed questions 
from several of the justices, including 
William H. Rehnquist, who lectured the 
attorney that previous cases testing free 
exercise applied only to civilians.

Lewin countered that in some previous 
cases on other claimed rights by military 
personnel, the court has ruled that the 
Bill of Rights protects them as well as 
civilians.

But Lewin also ran into tough question­
ing from William J. Brennan Jr., the 
court’s senior member whose libertarian 
views often contrast with those of the 
conservative Rehnquist. Brennan want­
ed to know if the military might have to 
make further exceptions to its uniform 
regulations if adherents of other sects 
whose headdress is more elaborate and 
conspicuous claimed the same right. 
Lewin admitted that much of his case 
was built on the fact that the yarmulke is 
a small and inconspicuous religious 
adornment.

Making the government’s case. Jus-

Tennessee 
baptist 
Foundation
By Earl Wilson ? /
President

Hurrah for Cicero
Cicero, bless his heart, made a coura­

geous confession (see “Cicero’s Com­
ments,” Baptist and Reflector, Jan. 15) 
when he admitted that because of lazi­
ness and apathy he had lived 53 years 
without a valid will. It wasn’t that he 
didn’t believe in the importance of a will, 
he just put it off ... and off ... and off!

Cicero, I’m proud of you. Not only for 
your confession, but more importantly 
for correcting it by signing your will on 
Dec. 12, 1985.

I hope others, who can identify with 
Cicero and who have been too busy to 
make a will, will follow Cicero’s example 
- quit making excuses and make a will. 
You’ll be glad you did and so will your 
family and loved ones.

For helpful information in preparing a 
Christian will, write the Tennessee Bap­
tist Foundation, P.O. Box 728, Brent­
wood, TN 37027.

tice Department Attorney Kathryn A. 
Oberly noted that the number of military 
personnel seeking exemptions from uni­
form regulations for religious purposes 
is “constantly growing.” She argued that 
while she was not suggesting that the 
court should “abdicate to (the mili­
tary’s) judgment” Pentagon officials 
nevertheless have the obligation to pre­
serve the discipline and morale of mili­
tary personnel.

Answering a separate question from 
Thurgood Marshall, Oberly acknowl­
edged that while “soldiers don’t lose 
their First Amendment rights in the 
military,” those rights “are applied dif­
ferently.” She then asked the justices not 
to “intervene precipitously” in an area 
she said the Constitution leaves to the 
legislative and executive branches of the 
government.

In the other case, the court heard Jus­
tice Department Deputy Solicitor Gen­
eral Kenneth S. Geller argue that the 
family of a 5-year-old American Indian 
girl is not entitled to the federal Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children pro­
gram or to food stamps because the 
child’s father refuses to allow her Social 
Security number to be used for iden­
tification purposes.

Geller said the “integrity” of the’ 
Social Security system would be at stake 
if individual citizens who claim religious 
exemptions are allowed not to partici­
pate.

Stephen J. Roy, father of the child, Lit­
tle Bird of the Snow, argued through at­
torney Gary S. Gildin, of Carlisle, Penn., 
that the government has not been able to 
prove that exempting his daughter would 
cripple the system. In the absence of 
such “compelling governmental in­
terest,” Gildin argued, the state must 
respect Roy’s free exercise of religion.

Court rejects 
church dispute

WASHINGTON (BP) - Two elders in a 
local Church of Christ dispute over con­
trol of church property lost their final 
legal appeal Jan. 13, when the U.S. Su­
preme Court refused to hear arguments 
that they — not the entire congregation 
- have authority to decide who their 
minister and elders will be.

Mannie Black and Moses Williams, el­
ders of the Liberty City (Fla.) Church of 
Christ, argued throughout their two-year 
legal battle in state courts and in two ap­
peals to the nation’s high court that they 
possessed sole authority to hire and fire 
a minister and to control the congrega­
tion’s purse strings.

WTien they sought to dismiss their min­
ister, Freeman T. Wyche, the congrega­
tion rebelled, voting to retain him and to 
discharge the two trustees instead.

Black and Williams then sought relief 
at trial, contending Church of Christ doc­
trine vests such authority in the elders, 
not in the whole congregation. But 
Wyche disputed that claim, arguing 
church polity is congregational in 
nature, leaving final decisions to the en­
tire body.

After the trial court ordered a new vote 
to decide the dispute finally, the con­
gregation once more voted to retain 
Wyche and discharge the trustees. A 
Florida appeals panel affirmed the con­
gregational vote. Black and Williams un­
successfully appealed that ruling to the 
Supreme Court.
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ennessee Baptist
Children's Homes

Central Office 
205 Franklin Road 

Brentwood, TN 37027
Gerald L. Stow 

Executive Director-Treasurer
Ministry of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention

A CHILD DIES
jcently a child died 
Vanderbilt Hospi- 

I from head in- 
ries sustained by 
leged abuses. What 
tragedy! A great- 

tragedy is the 
lild that continues 
live in an abusive 

tuation. Many such 
lildren are deprived
: the basic needs Gerald Stow 

p life so that a parent can foster a life- 
yle of lust, alcohol and drugs. They live 

a hate filled, immoral world. What 
nd of citizens will these children make 

11 their adult life? What kind of horrible 
imes will they commit against society 
> they express their hurt and anger 
✓er their childhood?

I am thankful that Tennessee Baptists 
om Mountain City to Memphis are re­

ponding to the needs of such children. 
He do so by providing security, love, 
□pe, friendship, faith and basic needs, 
le most basic being a love for God, his 

5 ord and his church. This is because 
r iends like you care enough to give 
.‘gularly through your church to meet 
ur increasing financial needs.
February 1, we will assume the man- 

gement of our second satellite home in 
urrville, Tennessee, located in Morgan 
ounty. This will give us the privilege of 
erving a three to five county area in this 
sgion of our state. We can care for 10 
hildren at this location.
Our boys and girls are back in school 

fter a grand Christmas. Because of your 
reat love and help, the children en- 
jyed a splendid Christmas vacation, 
his gave our houseparents a much 
eeded and deserved Christmas leave 
s well.
Please continue to help us make our 

' eople aware of the services available 
3 the children and families of Ten- 
essee through the TBCH. We are here 
i order to serve our Lord and the Baptist 
•eople of Tennessee.

January is designated as make your 
'dll month. Why not consider leaving a 
•art of your estate to enable Tennessee 
baptists to care for children as a living 
estimony to your memory until Jesus re- 
urns. The Tennessee Baptist Foundation 
dll assist you without charge with this 
worthy endeavor. We are so dependent 
ipon your help for the future of our 
ministry. Call us at 1-800-624-8591 if we 
on be of service to you.

Baptist and Reflector (Advertisement)

TBCH Provides Multiple Services
The Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc., an institution owned and 

operated by the churches of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, has as its ob­
jective, ministry in the name of Jesus Christ to neglected, dependent and 
abused children and their families while leading them to become whole per­
sons in Christ.

GROUP CARE — As many as eight children are housed in a cottage with 
houseparents acting in mother and father roles. In the cottages the children 
and houseparents endeavor to function as a family, as nearly as possible. 
Responsibilities are shared, allowances are earned, allowing each person to 
assume a definite role. Daily devotions and regular church attendance are a 
normal part of cottage life. Activities are planned for each individual cottage 
on the campus. Also, activities are planned to include specific age groups as 
well as the entire campus.

FOSTER CARE — Some children function better in an individual home rather 
than as a part of our group care. In cases such as this we use foster care. 
Preschoolers are placed in foster care rather than group care except in rare 
circumstances.

RESPITE CARE — We are offering up to 72 hours of respite care for mentally 
and/or physically handicapped children — birth through 18 years of age. This 
gives parents of these children an opportunity for a brief respite from 24-hour 
care for their handicapped child. This is offered at the Middle Tennessee Cam­
pus.

TROUBLED TEENS — We are now prepared to give in-depth ministry to deep­
ly troubled teens. This service is offered at the West Tennessee Campus. We 
have added new staff with expertise in this area.

ADOPTIVE CARE — We are now prepared to help women with problem 
pregnancies by offering housing (foster care) prior to the birth of the child. 
Christian counseling is available for the birth mother. These services are pro­
vided regardless of the age or marital status. Financial assistance for pre-natal 
care is provided. The pre-natal care is rendered whether the mother chooses 
to place the child with us for adoption or not. Should the mother decide to 
place the child for adoption through the Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, 
financial assistance will be provided for medical care of the birth mother. 
Adoptive services are offered on all of our campuses.

WEST TENNESSEE CAMPUS
Dr. Gene Gafford, superintendent
Baptist Children's Home
6896 Highway 70
Memphis, Tennessee 38134 
901-386-3961

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CAMPUS
Mr. Jerry Blasingame, superintendent
Baptist Children's Home
P.O. Box 519, 1310 Franklin Road
Franklin, Tennessee 37065 
615-377-6551

EAST TENNESSEE CAMPUS
Rev. Burl McMillan, superintendent
Baptist Children's Home
6623 Lee Highway
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37421

Johnson City Cottage
Jane Stroud, social worker
615-929-8512
Alternative Home
Jane Stroud, social worker
615-638-1913
TBCH at Burrville
Richard Schumpert, social worker
615-628-5161

Secretarial work includes loving the children as well as typing and many other 
responsibilities.

Each cottage attends a local Baptist Church. They are always extended a warm 
welcome and treated in a thoughtful and gracious manner.

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES
Always busy, the young people of the 

Franklin Campus are forever looking for 
something to do. Among the multitude 
of activities available on campus is an 
afternoon of fun and games during a 
field day, or trying a hand at cooking as 
these elementary children are learning 
to make cookies, or learning a new craft 
such as Swedish weaving. We recognize 
the wisdom of keeping our young peo­
ple's minds and hands busy with con­
structive, enjoyable activities and fun.

Something Old, 
Something New

For years an old empty run down 
house has set in silence and solitude on 
the West Tennessee Campus. At one 
time, it housed a farm family. Later it 
was used as a bicycle shop. Then it be­
came a potato house. Having lost its 
usefulness and become an eye sore, a 
tentative decision was mode to tear the 

house down. But due to the expanding 
ministry of TBCH, a need arose for hous­
ing provision for Mr. John Oakes, the 
farm manager, and his family. Now in­
stead of decay and demolition, there is 
recovery and restoration. A staff work 
crew, headed by Mr. Oakes, is doing 
most of the construction work. Also, a 
Baptist layman and plumbing contractor, 
Mr. Glenn Terhume, has donated many 
of the plumbing fixtures and materials 
plus giving professional oversight to the 
work. He is a true friend and supporter 
of the Baptist Children’s Home. By the 
end of January, Mr. and Mrs. Oakes 
should be living in the brand new (once 
old) home. This project is an example of 
conservative utilization of all available 
resources provided by the generous giv­
ing and faithful support of Tennessee 
Baptists.
I--------------- - f 
| MEMORIAL AND HONOR FORM—Please--- |
| fill in and mail with your contribution |

Date ।

■ Name of Deceased____________________ ■

। Name of Honored .

| Letter of Acknowledgement to go to: |

| Full Name i

। Street  .

। City and State ’

| Donor is: |

| Name i

। Street________________________ ;_______ .

•, City and State . 

Mail to
| Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc. I 
| P. O. Box 728
। Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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===!BIBLE BOOK SER1ES======
Lesson for Feb. 2

Church relationships
By Ray Newcomb, pastor 

First Baptist Church, Millington
Basic Passage: 1 Timothy 5:1 to 6:2a 
Focal Passage: 1 Timothy 5:1 to 6:2a

The relationship between church leaders 
and church members should be charac­
terized by respect, integrity, and fair­
ness, according to Paul in his advice to 
Timothy.

Since a Christian church is a family, the 
pastor must respect the older members 
of the congregation as he respects his 
own father. It is quite natural for each 
new generation to be impatient with all 
that went before. It 
is also quite natural 
for each generation 
as it grows older 
to become strongly 
critical of that which 
follows.

The church must 
recognize the need 
of both youth and 
age.

Chapters 5-6 deal Newcomb 
with the church and its ministry to dif­
ferent kinds of people. We will look at 
several age groups in this study.

The treatment of older saints (5:1-2)
Timothy, being a young man, had to be 

careful not to “lord it over” the older 
believers in the church. The word “eld­
ers” here refers to age, not office. The 
pastor is not to rebuke older saints, but 
exhort and encourage them

“Look upon the older members like 
they were your mother and father,” Paul 
advises, “and the young members as 
your brothers and sisters ’’

There is a proper word of caution at 
the close of the second verse, calling the 
pastor to remember that his affection for 
the young women must be within the 
bounds of perfect propriety and purity.

The treatment of widows (3-16)
According to Acts 6, 9:36-43 and James 

1:28, the early church cared for needy 
widows. Because so many demands were 
made upon the early church. Paul gives 
the requirements of those who need as­
sistance.

The word “honor” in verse three 
means “to fix the value,” as in our word 
“honorarium.” Churches need to be 
careful not to misuse the church funds by 
giving money to unworthy widows.

According to verse four, the family has 
the first responsibility. The word “neph­
ews” should be translated “grandchil­
dren.” Children and grandchildren are to 
repay their parents and grandparents. 
Any Christian who does not take care of 
his own is worse than an unbeliever 
(v.8)! The pastor and deacons must in­
vestigate each case in light of the Scrip­
tures before offering assistance.

Paul lays down rigid regulations in 
verse 10. The “real widow” must have 
given herself faithfully to supplications 
and prayers night and day. She must be 
over 60 years of age and the wife of one 
husband. The widow must have had a 
reputation for good works, reared chil­
dren, and shown hospitality to strangers. 
The “real widow” must “have washed 
the saint’s feet” and be willing to do the 
work of a slave. She must also have 
cared for the sick and poor.

Her life, in brief, must have been full of

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits. Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Monttake Dr.
Call Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716 

every kind of good work. Only widows 
who met the foregoing requirements 
were “enrolled” (5:9). Verse 16 sum­
marizes the matter; let relatives take 
care of their own needy members, that 
the church be not burdened (charged).

The young widows (5:11-16)
Women under 60 years of age would 

technically be younger widows. They 
were to be refused, because they could 
be attracted to men and want to marry 
again. Three ideas were presented to 
these younger women. They could mar­
ry, bear children, and care for their 
households.

Young widows would be more prone to 
allow their visiting from house to house, 
in the name of the church, to become an 
occasion for becoming idle, gossips, and 
busybodies, peddling malicious gossip. 
Paul had in mind some specific instances 
where younger widows had brought 
scandal into the church by their miscon­
duct and had played into the hands of 
Satan, the adversary of the church 
(5:15).

The church officers (5:17-25)
Paul counseled Timothy in his rela­

tionship to the leaders by discussing 
three topics. First, the pay for elders 
(vv.17-18). Men devote themselves full- 
time to the work of the Lord, and deserve 
some kind of remuneration. Paul told 
Timothy to be sure the leaders were paid 
adequately, on the basis of their minis­
tries. He quoted an Old Testament law to 
prove his point (Deuteronomy 25:4).

Then Paul added a statement from our 
Lord Jesus Christ: “The laborer de­
serves his wages” (Luke 10:7). If pastors 
are faithful in feeding and leading the 
people, the church should be faithful and 
pay them adequately. “Double honor” 
(v.17) can be translated, “generous 
pay.”

Second, he discusses the care for the 
pastor’s reputation. The church must 
guard the reputation of the pastor 
against loose, irresponsible criticism. 
Paul forbids a church to bring a minister 
to trial, unless the charges against him 
can be justified by two or three wit­
nesses.

“Those who persist in sin” gives impli­
cation that a pastor’s guilt has been es­
tablished, and he has been privately 
reprimanded, yet he continues in wrong­
doing. Jie must, therefore, be severely 
handled. His public rebuke will restrain 
others from following his moral failure.

Third, he discusses the charge to the 
pastor (vv.21-25). Timothy is charged be­
fore the court of heaven, God, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the elect angels which 
surround the throne of God, to observe 
Paul’s instructions in dealing with of­
fenders. Preference must not be shown 
to anyone.

Because disciplining is so exceedingly 
difficult in the workers of the church, 
great caution must be observed in select­
ing them (v.22). A pastor’s own purity is 
bound up in the careful selection of those 
who serve as leaders in the church.

A very practical and personal word is 
spoken to Timothy in verse 23. Wine was 
used medicinally in Timothy’s day. Paul 
said Timothy could use a little wine for 
“thy stomach’s sake and thine often in­
firmities.”

Paul closes the chapter by assuring 
Timothy, while it is not always easy to 
distinguish between good and evil, there 
is an eternal distinction between them.

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES .
Lesson for Feb. 2

Love your neighbor
By William L. Palmer, president

Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Seymour
Basic Passage: Luke 10:25-37
Focal Passage: Luke 10:25-37

What new and more exciting things 
can be said about the parable of the Good 
Samaritan?

Those of us who have been in Sunday 
School and church most of our lives have 
heard the story of 
the Good Samaritan 
again and again. We 
think we have satu­
rated our studies with 
thoughts of the good 
guy and the b ad guys 
(both bandits and 
hypocrites).
Our attitude toward 

the truths of this 
parable is like our Palmer 
attitude toward many other spiritual im­
peratives. We generally know much 
more than we apply'. We spend our time 
in meetings, in seminars, and in collo­
quiums adding knowledge to our ac­
cumulated knowledge. We already know 
much more than most of us use!

Who does not know that we are to help 
those who hurt? We all know that we 
have a responsibility to those who have 
been injured. We know that we are to use 
our resources to alleviate suffering. We 
know that we are to be involved per­
sonally with people in need. We know 
what we are supposed to be doing. Our 
problem is that we, too, find it easier just 
to pass by on the other side.

In his epistle, James reflected his 
awareness of this tendency when he as­
serted, “Therefore, to him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin” (4:17).

Hearing is not enough. We must heed. 
Believing is not enough. We must be­
have.

The newspapers are replete with 
stories of people who knew they ought to 
be doing good, but they “did not want to 
get involved.” They just stood there 
thinking or they passed by on the other 
side. The knowingly uninvolved are not 
necessarily bad guys. They are guilty of 
the age-old disease of apathy. They are 
indifferent and apparently unconcerned.

Jesus taught that this attitude is worse 
than most of us are willing to admit, even 
to ourselves.

The lawyer (Luke 10:25) who came to 
Jesus to test Him asked a spiritually- 
related question. He wanted to know' 
about inheriting eternal life. When the 
lawyer asked his question, his question 
was turned back on him by Jesus’ ques­
tions, “What is written in the law? How 
readest thou?” (v.26).

The lawyer immediately exhibited his 
knowledge of the law and answered 
Jesus with, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thy­
self” (v.27).

He knew from memory his part of the 
“Shema” about loving God from Deuter­
onomy 6:4-9 and God’s instruction to 
Moses in Leviticus 19:18, “but thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.”

Jesus commended the lawyer for his 
right answer. Jesus said to him, “this do, 
and thou shall live” (v.28). The lawyer 
was not satisfied. He had an uneasy 
spirit. He desired to justify himself, and 
he asked Jesus, “And who is my neigh­
bor?” (v.29). Jesus met that challenge 
with the parable of the Good Samaritan.

I have been from Jerusalem down to 
Jericho (v.30) and from Jericho up to 
Jerusalem, and that is desolate territory

I

even today. I would not want to be wan- r 
dering out there by myself. The remnant • 
of a building that is identified as the “Inn ‘ 
of the Good Shepherd” is not an inviting 
edifice. At least it continues as a re­
minder that one man cared and was will­
ing to be involved.

Being involved is risky business. Most 
of us are afraid of being hurt or incon­
venienced, and we are not willing to risk. 
Risking involves a commitment of faith 
to the truth that right prevails over 
wrong in God’s order. All too often 
“right” appears to be on the scaffold and 
“wrong” appears to be on the throne.

When Jesus was hanging on the cross. 
He appeared to be the loser. The fact is 
that in His crucifixion, He was the victor, 
and we shout today, “Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

When thieves come to strip and wound 
and depart (v.30), when religious people 
such as priests (v.31) and Levites (v.32) 
pass by on the other side, we can be 
thankful for people in our world like the 
Samaritan (v.33) who use their eyes to 
see and who have compassion.

The Samaritan saw. He had compas­
sion. He moved to action. He did not 
count the cost. He risked. He involved 
himself. He sacrificed personal comfort 
and personal means in behalf of a fellow 
traveler (vv.34, 35).

“Go, and do thou likewise” (v.37). a 
That is what Jesus said! I

Manchester church calls 
Ronald Harber as pastor

Ronald Harber’s first day as pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church, Manchester, was 
Jan. 19.

A native of Dyersburg, Harber is a 
graduate of Union University in Jackson, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-1 
nary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, and Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louis­
ville, Ky.
He comes to Man­

chester from Wood­
land Mills, where he 
was pastor of First 
Baptist Church. Prior 
to his pastorate with 
the Woodland Mills 
church, Harber was pastor of Point Pleas­
ant Baptist Church in Buchanan. While 
attending school he served as associate 
pastor of Woodland Baptist Church in 
Jackson.

Denominational activities include 
serving on the Audits Committee of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

"It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord" (Psalm 92:1).
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES!
Lesson for Feb. 2

Maintain your witness
By Thom H. Bartlett, youth and recreation minister 

Highland Heights Baptist Church, Memphis
.Basic Passage: Matthew 10:1-42
Focal Passage: Matthew 10:26-39

Fear can have more than one meaning 
and more than one effect on us. It can 
render us helpless and totally “out of it,” 
it can make us alert and wary of what is 
around us, or it can 
typify a healthy re­
spect for someone or 
something.
Jesus is trying to 

teach us to not fear 
(being controlled by, 
dominated by, or in­
timidated by those 
things or people that 
give us trouble in 
life) that which ulti- Bartlett
mately cannot harm us. Forces might 
harm or kill our bodies, but that is all! 
There is a lot more to our existence. 
While the body generally lasts less than 
100 years, the spirit/soul is eternal.

We are on a kick in the United States 
that says if we are in God’s will, hap­
piness, prosperity, success, and an 
absence of pain and problems will be 
showered upon us.

The situations and circumstances that 
are placed upon us are not the measure 
of our love for God or His love for us. 
How we deal with them is the measuring 
rod - attitude, outlook, integrity.

Being rich, healthy, and successful by 
worldly standards does not mean we 
have received God’s blessings. Consider 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh, John’s Patmos 
imprisonment, Peter’s death, Stephen’s 

TENNESSEE BAPTIST
Childrens Homes, Inc

ANNOUNCES
The location of its newest ministry, a group home 
for child care at Burrville, Tennessee, beginning 

February 1, 1986.
Mr. Richard Schumpert - Social Worker
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Jones - Houseparents
Rev. Burl McMillan - Superintendent, East Tennessee 

Baptist Children's Home

East Tennessee Baptist Children's Home meeting 
the needs of the:

•orphaned
• abused 
•abandoned 
• neglected

children of lower East Tennessee through group 
care, foster care and adoptive placement.

For more information, Contact:
Dr. Gerald L. Stow, Executive Director-Treasurer
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
Central Office - TBC Building, Brentwood

Telephone: (615) 373-5707 or 1-800-624-8591

stoning, not to mention the treatment of 
our Lord during His earthly ministry, 
culminating in His crucifixion.

Consider Christian examples in more 
recent history ~ Reinholt Neibu’s death 
in a Nazi concentration camp, Lottie 
Moon’s lonely death, the suffering Chris­
tians in Ethiopia, China, and many other 
countries due to political and religious 
repression, hunger, and malnutrition.

We in the United States have the bla­
tant, egotistical, hedonistic audacity to 
think in terms that life is supposed to be 
easy, happy, trouble-free, and comfort­
able. To sell the kind of message that 
says if God loves you and you please God 
by doing His will, you will have no troub­
les or cares is the sickest kind of perver­
sion even under a religious banner.

Jesus teaches us how to deal positively 
with the unfairness of this world, the 
unaccountable afflictions, the seemingly _ will I live for Christ?
mindless acts of violence, persecution, 
deprivation, and prejudice. We are vic­
torious in life through Jesus Christ in 
spite of the situation and circumstances.

“The gates of hell will not prevail 
against” the church means we should be 
on the offensive instead of the defensive. 
A military unit in war does not wait until 
the weather is perfect, the enemy is total­
ly outnumbered, rest is complete, bellies 
are full, and everything is perfect. If 
they did, they would never fight.

Pray about our needs, trials, and 
troubles, but let’s keep them in the 
............................ '—Xe 

perspective that God gives us. Suffering, 
unfairness, and problems are a part of 
life. We must learn to deal with life (with 
God’s help) in spite of troubles, without 
letting that problem or need totally 
dominate us.

We suffer unnecessarily at times be­
cause of what we bring on ourselves by 
ignorance, sin, and selfishness. Those 
myriad things we have no control over, 
we must not only expect, but learn to 
deal with (“deal with” not languidly ac­
cept and be shaped by).

Life is not fair to most people. Cir­
cumstances never become perfect. If 
they did we would not need faith, hope, 
and love.

“Jesus is Lord.” That is a true and 
simple statement, yet in the first century 
world, it meant death to the speaker. We 
do not relate to that kind of world, but 
nevertheless, we have the same choice to 
make today - confess Jesus as Lord or 
fail to do so.

The results of such a statement does 
not mean death, although it might mean 
ostracism, ridicule, or enmity. We might 
ask ourselves not will I die for Christ (a 
decision of the early Christians when 
they took a public stand for Christ) but

SPECIAL!!!
INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTO • HOME • CHURCH • LIFE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY

INSURANCE
COMPANY

For peopLe who abstain from the use of alcoholic
beverages, we would like the opportunity to show you
one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, HOME,
CHURCH AND AUTO INSURANCE.

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:

Chattanooga (615) Monterey (615)
Hiram Altman ... 894-3275 B. T. Shumpert . 839-2131
A & P Ins. Agency.............. .877-3561

Elizabethton (615) Murfreesboro (615)

Elizabethton Ins. Agency .542-4983 Atlas Ins. Agency.......... .890-3445

Hart Ins. Agency................ .542-5648 Nashville (615)
Greenbrier (615) Don Brown....................... . 367-9157
Porter Rawls Ins. Agency 643-0102 Richard Coleman.............. 865-7232

Kingsport (615) Tee Insurance Agency . . .385-3700

Clarence Huffman.............. .288-6711
Dick Wonders.................... .885-1332

Roy Strunk Agency ... 239-8683 Oak Ridge (615)
Rogers Ins. Agency.......... .247-1171

Reichle Ins. Agency.......... . 483-1040
Knoxville (615)
Lloyd Burton..................... .524-1201 Paris (901)
Mary Goodson........ . 524-1201 H. D. Lax Ins. Agency ... . .642-5281
Lexingtoii (901) Selmer (901)
Pat Carnal Agency .968 6649

Stan Wheeler Ins. Agency . .645-9839
Memphis (901)
Ruth Cairnes. .795-6872 Tracy City (615)
Wilbur Milam............... .388-2904 Hendrix Ins. Service 592-6721

East Tennessee
Cal Elkins, Sales Manager 

591 Phyllis Cr.
Talbott, TN 37877 

(615) 587-4130

Jesus gets down to the nuts and bolts of 
the issue when He declares that when we 
love someone (family or friends) more 
than Him, we are not worthy to be His 
child.

We condemn those in control in Com­
munist countries for squelching religious 
freedoms (worshiping, witnessing, teach­
ing), yet how do we compare with all of 
our freedoms and opportunities. We are 
very religious in the space we designate 
as “spiritual” (auditorium, sanctuary, 
education building) but what about the 
gym, work place, school, home, and so­
cial functions? Some countries legislate 
against religious freedom. Ours is self­
imposed not because we fear death, but 
because we fear the possibility of losing 
something “precious” to us in life: what 
will somebody think!

Bearing the cross 2,000 years ago 
meant death. Today it can mean the 
world is going to hassle you! It put Him 
to death! Should we expect to waltz 
through life?

Never forget a little phrase sand­
wiched in verse 38 - “followeth after 
Me.” We will never find ourselves in a 
situation or position that Jesus has not 
already faced and He will be with us as 
we face it.

Central and West Tennessee 
Al Sutton, Sales Manager

1007 Murfreesboro Rd., Suite 101 
Nashville, TN 37217 

(615) 367-9157
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Hobbs 'footprints' touch millions weekly
By Jim Lowry'

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP) - Sometimes 
the mark of a man should be measured 
by the number of footprints he leaves in­
stead of the depth of a few.

Herschel Hobbs is a theological giant 
among Southern Baptists who could 
number in the millions the lives he has 
touched through his ministry which 
spans nearly six decades.

As a preacher he holds the undivided 
attention of congregations in sermons 
sprinkled with illustrations, historical in­
sights, humor, and Greek interpreta­
tions. At 78, his handshake remains 
strong and his voice booms.

As a writer, his accomplishments are 
prolific. The former SBC president and 
chairman of the committee which wrote 
the Baptist Faith and Message, has writ­
ten 111 books, including 62 consecutive 
quarterly volumes of Studying Adult Life 
and Work Lessons.

These weekly Bible study helps were 
first written informally by Hobbs be­
cause of requests from church members 
and shared on mimeographed sheets 
with teachers in First Baptist Church, 
Oklahoma City, where he was pastor for 
nearly 24 years. On Wednesday nights, 
Hobbs taught the teachers and officers 
from the lesson helps.

Word of the Bible study helps quickly 
spread among Southern Baptist churches, 
and requests soon followed for copies of 
Hobbs’ materials. Hobbs and Wallace 
Parham, minister of education at First 
Baptist Church in 1968. contacted A. V. 
Washburn, head of the Sunday School de­
partment at the Sunday School Board 
and requested permission to share the 
mimeographed helps.

After permission was received, Hobbs 
said he expected 25 or 30 churches to ask 
for copies. Instead, copies were quickly 
being sent to some 250 churches to aid 
with the Bible study preparation of 
teachers using the then newly introduced 
Life and Work Series. One church was 
printing enough of the lesson helps to 
share with every church in the associa­
tion.

Hobbs said the large number of re­
quests necessitated stopping the mailing 
of the sheets because of copyright viola­
tions.

When this was done, James L. Sulli­
van, then president of the Sunday School 
Board, and a classmate of Hobbs at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
said he received a flood of letters asking

Sidney Maddox retires 
from Lockeland church

Sidney M. Maddox led his last service 
as pastor of Lockeland Baptist Church, 
Nashville, on Jan. 12. He retires as pas­
tor of the church after serving in that 
pastorate since Jan. 2, 1983.

Previous pastorates include Twelfth 
Street Baptist Church, Paducah, Ky.; First 
Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky.; First 
Baptist Church, Stillwater, Okla.; and 
Las Cruces Baptist Church, Las Cruces, 
N.M.

Denominational service includes terms 
as president of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, vice-president of the New 
Mexico and Oklahoma Baptist conven­
tions, and Executive Committee mem­
ber of the Southern Baptist Convention.

A native of California, Maddox is a 
graduate of the University of Redlands, 
Redlands, Calif., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

for permission to receive the lesson 
helps. Sullivan then asked Hobbs if he 
would begin a crash program of prepara­
tion to be available to churches the next 
quarter and Hobbs agreed.

Since then, the popularity of Studying 
Adult Life and Work Lessons has in­
creased until today quarterly sales of the 
132-page booklet are more than 78,000.

At the time of his retirement in 1972, 
Hobbs said he received many requests to 
continue writing the lesson helps. He 
said he knew of no other way he could 
help that many people each week, so he 
decided to continue.

Every week Hobbs spends about two 
days preparing and writing one of the 
lesson units. To stay on schedule, he says 
he must do one each week, which means 
many are written in hotels and on air­
planes as he travels around the country 
speaking to Southern Baptists.

All of Hobbs’ writing is done by hand. 
He does not use a typewriter or dictating 
machine, primarily because of the con­
venience of being able to write whenever 
or wherever he wants. He said many 
times he is up in the middle of the night 
because of a circulation problem in his 
leg, which is no real danger to his health, 
but interrupts his sleep. Frequently he 
sits down at the desk in his study when he 
is awakened and writes 30 or 45 minutes
BOOK REVIEW
By Michael Davis

Facing the prison issue
The Jail: Mission Field for Churches by 
Tom Adams; Broadman; 126 pages;
$4.95

The problem of overcrowding in Ten­
nessee prisons, the recent order by a 
federal judge prohibiting admissions to 
the prisons, and an early release pro­
gram for state prisoners gives added sig­
nificance to a book on jail ministry.

With the best of intentions and the 
most sincere motives, a pastor may see 
the need to begin a jail ministry without 
understanding the resources or cautions 
needed for this ministry. This book by 
Tom Adams will help ministers reflect 
on their motivations, qualifications, and 
preparation for ministry to those behind 
bars. He gives wise instruction on how to 
minister to inmates, their families, the 
jail staff, and those who are released.

The church may see an opportunity to 
get involved as changes in sentencing 
laws and early release programs be­
come a reality. “When they are released 
on parole or complete their sentence,” 
writes Adams, “the pastor and the 
church should take steps to help them in­
tegrate into society.” Those released will 
need to find a support group, housing, 
employment, and services just to sur­
vive.

A strong interest in a jail ministry does 
not mean that everyone will want to par­
ticipate in the same manner. Readers 
will feel they can express their commit­
ment to a jail ministry without working 
inside the jail: “Those who do not work 
inside the walls may still be of invaluable 
assistance to a releasee by using their 
talents and professions to help him in his 
adjustments to society. It must be real­
ized that he is coming out of a restricted 
environment, and that the adjustments 
are critical.”

The author has been a chaplain in a 
local jail and is pastor of New Hope Bap­
tist Church, Ambrose, Ga. He not only 
writes from experience, but makes effec­
tive use of studies in the area of jail and 

before returning to bed.
Even with the heavy writing schedule, 

Hobbs says, “It is a small price to pay to 
reach that many people every Sunday.”

It is estimated that teachers and lead­
ers who use Studying Adult Life and 
Work Lessons touch as many as 2-million 
people each week. Additionally, Hobbs 
writes a weekly column which is carried 
in several state Baptist newsmagazines, 
including the Baptist and Reflector. 
Hobbs said he receives comments of ap­
preciation everywhere he goes, especial­
ly for the lesson helps.

For 18 years Hobbs was widely heard 
on radio as the Baptist Hour preacher, a 
work for which he received no pay. Dur­
ing that time, he had an estimated au­
dience of as many as 50-million people 
every week.

Hobbs resigned from the Baptist Hour 
in 1976 to devote more time to his 
writing.

“I have a talent for writing and an 
obligation to develop and use it in the 
Lord’s work. We have no abilities or 
talents that we can’t take and serve the 
Lord.

“I spend more time on Studying Adult 
Life and Work Lessons now than on any 
other project,” he said. “I continue 
because the unsaved will only be saved 
through hearing and believing His re­

prison ministry and gives careful atten­
tion to some of the complex aspects of 
ministering to inmates. His emphasis 
upon what can be done outside the jail 
and the importance of follow-up can give 
positive direction to those searching for 
ways to deal with the early release issue.

This book serves well the church’s in­
terest of providing a Christian witness to 
those in jail, and indirectly, the public’s 
interest of relieving the strain being 
placed on the corrections system by the 
problems related to overcrowding. It 
should be widely read in Tennessee, for it 
is closely related to major concerns in 
our state.

Interpretations -------
Paul’s psychology

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“I thank my God, making mention of 

thee always in my prayers” (Philemon 4).
Paul was one of the most gifted of men. 

Among other things he was a master psy­
chologist. For instance, except in Gala­
tians, he always complimented before 
criticizing.

Here he pointed out Philemon’s noble 
qualities before asking him to do some­
thing (w.4-7). We speak of “buttering 
up” a person. He was not given to flat­
tery. What he said was true.

Paul began by thanking God for his 
friend, stating that he prayed for him at 
all times. “Making mention” may mean 
remembering, possibly praying for him 
by name.

He reminded Philemon of the good 
reports he had received about him, prob­
ably from Tychicus, even from Onesi- 
mus (v.5).

They had told Paul about Philemon’s 
“love” and “faith.” Each has the 
definite article, so are separate entities. 
Certainly he had these toward the Lord 

demption. I am not just willing but happy 
to be part of what has developed into a 
giant opportunity to teach people who 
teach others,” he said. “There is no way 
I could teach 1-million persons weekly, 
but I can help those who teach that 1- 
million.”

Since his retirement, Hobbs said the 
greatest number of requests have been 
for him to teach and preach about doc­
trine.

“People are starving for doctrine,” 
said Hobbs, who also is a member of the 
SBC Peace Committee. “Today, the av­
erage Baptist, especially a young per­
son, doesn’t know what Baptists are. We 
have reared a generation of Baptists who 
don’t know who they are.

“Many of our pastors either do not 
know Baptist doctrine or do not know 
how to teach it or preach it,” Hobbs said. 
“Our greatest need is for Southern Bap­
tists to know what they believe.”

SCRIBE — The handwritten notes of 
Herschel H. Hobbs, pastor emeritus of 
First Baptist Church, Oklahoma City, 
are published each quarter into a new 
volume of the 132-page Studying Adult 
Life and Work Lessons.

Jesus. But likewise, he had love and faith 
for every single one of the “saints” or 
Christians.

So often a Christian claims to have the 
former, but his actions do not show the 
latter. We should be careful at this point. 
For 1 John 3:14 says, “We know that we 
have passed from death unto life, be­
cause we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother (used in the sense 
of a Christian) abideth in death.”

“Communication” (v.6) renders koino- 
nia, fellowship or sharing. “Effectual” 
translates a word which describes a mill 
that is in good working order. Christian 
fellowship is possible only when Chris­
tians believe in and have faith in each 
other.

Because of his love and faith, Phile­
mon was a stabilizing force in the Colos- 
sian church (v.7). “Bowels” (splagchna) 
was used for the heart, lungs, and liver, 
the ancients’ term for the entire emo­
tional nature. This good Christian man 
had been a refreshing power in that 
fellowship. Every church and denomina­
tion needs people like that.


