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Terrorism document 
urges precautions
RIDGECREST, N.C.(BP)- A new 

document being prepared by the South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board sug­
gests precautions missionaries can take 
as safeguards against terrorism.

The “Awareness Document on Field 
Dangers,” presented in draft form to the 
board's trustees at their June meeting, 
points out that the likelihood of a mis­
sionary becoming a terrorist victim is 
far less than the danger from automobile 
accidents or common crime.

But it identifies steps missionaries can 
take if they do find themselves in dan­
gerous situations and also outlines ways 
the board will seek to ensure their safety.

Among other advice, the document 
urges missionaries to be alert to local 
situations and potential danger, main­
tain simple lifestyles, vary their daily 
schedules and travel patterns, avoid pro­
vocative political statements, and be 
such dedicated, contributing members of 
their communities that this would dis­
courage attack from any terrorist seek­
ing popular support.

The statement reaffirms that the 
board would not pay ransom in a hostage 
situation because doing so would expose 
all missionaries as possible targets for 
such crimes.

Despite all precautions, the document 
says, missionaries should be aware that 
risks and dangers may be a part of their 
service. It points out that cases in which 
missionaries have been targets of guer­
rilla or terrorist activity have been 
“remarkably few.” But it also acknowl­

Madden says gifts ahead of 1985,
below goal after eight months

After two-thirds of the convention’s 
budget year, mission gifts to the Cooper­
ative Program from Tennessee Baptist 
churches are ahead of last year, but be­
low the convention-approved goal, ac­
cording to Tom Madden, executive 
secretary-treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

When the books closed on Monday, June 
30, Madden reported that $13,319,061.56 
had been received for the Cooperative 
Program during the first nine months of 
the November 1985-October 1986 conven­
tion year. This amount is 6.51 percent

Texas disaster unit 
aids storm victims

DALLAS (BP)- The Texas Baptist 
Disaster Relief Mobile Unit and a team 
of eight volunteers fed victims of Hur­
ricane Bonnie in Port Arthur, Texas, on 
June 26.

By the following day, emergency relief 
services no longer were required and the 
unit left the disaster site. 

edges God’s servants “are not always 
spared difficulty and suffering."

“Since a missionary goes to the field in 
obedience to God's call, the Foreign Mis­
sion Board should be seen as enabling 
the fulfilling of the missionary’s call 
rather than being seen as sending the 
missionary into dangerous situations.” it 
says. But it emphasizes the board will do 
all it can to seek “the well-being and per­
sonal and family security of its mission­
aries.”

As part of its study, the board has con­
sulted experts in this field and U.S. of­
ficials responsible for all Americans 
abroad.

“Awareness of the realities we face is 
helpful,” the report concludes. “It en­
ables us to live by informed faith. Giving 
in to the paralysis of fear is not helpful. 
Accepting God’s call involves being will­
ing to accept the risks inherent in that 
call and being willing to give a consistent 
witness in face of difficulty and danger.’’

The document, when completed in Sep­
tember, will go to all active mission­
aries, candidates for missionary service 
before their appointment, and volun­
teers. More discussion on ways to work 
safely overseas will occur during orien­
tation before missionaries leave for field 
assignments.

Of more than 8,800 Southern Baptist 
missionaries who have served in the 
141-year history of the Foreign Mission 
Board, nine have been murdered. Four 
of these killings were directly related to 
political turmoil.

higher (or $814,384.59 more) than the 
$12,504,676.97 given during the same 
period of the previous budget year.

However, Madden noted that the goal 
for eight months would be $14,000,000 - 
eight-twelfths of the $21-million Coopera­
tive Program budget-goal approved by 
messengers to the 1985 state convention. 
The $13,319,061.56 received during the 
past eight months is 4.86 percent below 
the eight-month goal.

June’s Cooperative Program gifts - 
like the year-to-date receipts - were 
larger than June of 1985, but less than the 
monthly goal. Madden said that last 
month’s mission gifts of $1,367,418.56 
were 15.22 percent higher than the 
$1,186,819.15 given in June 1985, but 21.86 
percent lower than the $1,750,000 month­
ly goal for the current convention year.

Madden said that the month’s books 
closing on Monday, meant that some 
church gifts from June’s five Sundays 
did not reach his office in time to be 
counted for June. For this reason, he ex­
pects July to be one of Tennessee Bap­
tists’ highest months in mission gifts 
through the Cooperative Program.

HAPPY WINNER — David Gainey of Troy, Ala., winner of the 1986 Royal Ambassa­
dor Missions Speak Out National Jerry Clower Award, is lifted to the shoulders of 
his fellow Royal Ambassadors in Atlanta, where the trophy was presented at the 
Brotherhood Commission breakfast during the Southern Baptist Convention.

Lloyd Elder issues plea 
for talking, trusting

By Linda Lawson
NASHVILLE (BP)- A plea to South­

ern Baptists to stop labeling one another, 
to talk to each other instead of about 
each other, and to learn to trust each 
other again was sounded by the presi­
dent of the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board.

Speaking in a chapel service where 10 
new trustees were welcomed during two 
days of orientation, Lloyd Elder reported 
his perceptions of the status of the South­
ern Baptist Convention after the annual 
meeting in Atlanta June 10-12.

“I believe there is a great call across 
the convention for us to stop labeling one 
another and go back to that more realis­
tic time when we called each other broth­
ers and sisters in the family,” said 
Elder.

He commended the presiding of presi­
dent Charles Stanley and the five par-

Youth conference 
set for March 6-7

Baptist youth from across Ten­
nessee will meet March 6-7, 1987, 
for the State Youth Evangelism 
Conference, according to Woody 
Watkins, evangelism director for 
Tennessee Baptists.

Nashville’s Vanderbilt Memorial 
Gymnasium, which seats about 
16,000, will serve as the primary 
meeting facility for the conference. 

liamentarians. noting their job was 
made more difficult by an increasingly 
low trust level which Baptists have for 
each other.

“Some things were challenged as par­
liamentary procedure, as points of 
order, that should not have been chal­
lenged,” said Elder. “We will not change 
things by rewriting the bylaw s or follow­
ing strictly the order of process. We will 
change things when we get the trust level 
back up where it belongs in the family."

On both sides of the current controver­
sy in the convention are people who are 
“good and godly people. We do not have 
to try to discredit them. Instead, we 
must try to tell the truth and do right, as 
my mother taught me. We need to trust 
our brothers and sisters across the con­
vention as the Holy Spirit guides their 
lives and the Bible falls open on their 
spirits. We have every reason to trust 
our people and not to label them," Elder 
continued.

He said he was discouraged by the 
thousands of messengers who left the 
hall in Atlanta after voting for second 
vice-president and just as the report of 
the Sunday School Board was beginning.

“For the first eight to 10 minutes of our 
report I could hardly hear myself. We 
were excited about our report. It is a 
Bible report. It has to do with the king­
dom work,” he said. “Let us do every­
thing we can as a part of this Sunday 
School Board and let us do everything we 
can as Southern Baptists to depoliticize 

(Continued on page 3)



July 2, 1986

Page 2
Baptist and Reflector

Tax reform bills include items of Baptist interest
By Kathy Palen

WASHINGTON (BP) - By a 97-3 mar­
gin, the U.S. Senate has passed its ver­
sion of the tax reform bill, H.R. 3838.

During a roll-call vote June 24, senator 
after senator - with the exception of 
Senators Carl Levin, John Melcher, and 
Paul Simon - affirmed passage of the 
dramatic tax overhaul crafted by Sen. 
Bob Packwood and his Senate Finance 
Committee.

Senate and House of Representatives 
conferees, who are yet to be named, next 
will attempt to reconcile the just-passed 
Senate bill with the one approved by the 
House last December. Conference work 
is expected to begin in mid-July, follow­
ing Congress’ Fourth of July recess.

Should a compromise be reached by 
the conferees, the conference report 
would have to be approved by both 
houses and signed by President Ronald 
Reagan.

Among the differences to be worked 
out is one concerning the tax-exempt 
status of church pension groups - in­
cluding the Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board. While the Senate tax reform plan 
would retain the current law allowing 
federal tax exemption for non-profit or­
ganizations offering “commerical-type 
insurance,” the House version would 
repeal that exemption.

Specifying "annuity contracts shall be 
treated as providing insurance,” the 
House legislation would strip the Annuity 
Board and other similar church pension 
and welfare groups of their federal tax 
exemption.

Another difference the conferees will 
face is over the eligibility of non- 
itemizing taxpayers to claim deductions 
for charitable contributions.

By rejecting an amendment sponsored 
by Senators Robert W. Kasten Jr. and 
Daniel K. Inouye to make such deduc­
tions permanent, the Senate agreed to 
allow a current provision for such deduc-

Baptist Hospital in Paraguay adds 
$550,000 wing, increases capacity

ASUNCION, Paraguay (BP)- A new 
$550,000 wing is being added to Baptist 
Hospital in Asuncion, Paraguay, an in­
stitution which has won much respect for 
Baptists in the country.

The hospital is financing expansion 
through a $437,535 interest-free loan and 
a $112,464 gift from the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. The loan is to be 
paid back within 10 years.

Much of the money for the new wing 
came from Southern Baptists’ Bold Mis­
sion Thrust capital funds; other funds 
were provided through gifts to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering.

The expansion will help improve the 
hospital’s financial base because the new 
wing will result in higher patient oc­
cupancy, especially in private rooms.

Most of the doctors, nurses, and staff 
at the hospital are Baptist Christians. 
The message of Christ is shared with pa­
tients at every opportunity, said Bill 
Damon, the Foreign Mission Board’s 
associate director for eastern South 
America. A chaplaincy program is 
maintained at the hospital, and services 
are conducted daily in the chapel.

“People have an excellent concept of 
who Baptists are as a result of the 
hospital’s work,” Damon said.

Veteran Missionary William Skinner, 
a doctor and one of several Southern 

tions to expire as scheduled at the end of 
1986.

The House version includes a perma­
nent provision for non-itemizers annual­
ly to deduct all charitable contributions 
in excess of $100.

The two plans also differ in regard to 
provisions for 403(b) tax-sheltered an­
nuity contracts - such as those offered 
by the Annuity Board.

The House bill would distinguish be­
tween employer and employee contribu­
tions to 403(b) plans and place a $7,000 
cap on annual employee contributions. 
The House plan also would override a 
current provision that allows a partici­
pant to designate a portion of his salary 
as a "catch-up” device for years in 
which he was able to put little or nothing 
into a retirement plan.

By retaining current law regarding 
403(b) plans, the Senate version differs 
with each of those provisions. The Senate 
bill, however, would restrict individuals 
covered by a tax-favored retirement 
plan - such as a 403(b) plan — from 
deducting their contributions to In­
dividual Retirement Accounts.

Both versions would reinstate clergy 
housing benefits. Under current tax law, 
only ministers who occupied their resi­
dence or had a contract to purchase one 
by Jan. 1, 1983, are eligible to deciare 
mortgage interest and property tax de­
ductions in addition to tax-exempt hous­
ing allowances. Even that limited 
eligibility is scheduled to extend only 
through tax year 1986.

Under both bills, the reinstatement 
would be retroactive, meaning ministers 
unable to claim mortgage interest and 
property tax deductions for tax years 
1983 and 1984 would be eligible to file 
amended returns to seek refunds.

In addition, both versions would allow 
churches that elected to claim exemp­
tion from paying Social Security taxes 
for their non-ministerial employees to 
revoke that election.

Baptist missionaries working at the 
hospital, operates a mobile clinic. The 
clinic travels to remote areas and 
ministers to the physical needs of people. 
“They also present the claims of Christ,” 
Damon explained.

Dedication of the new hospital wing is 
scheduled for early September.

Proposed bill imposes penalties 
for religious violence, vandalism

WASHINGTON (BP)- A bill recently 
introduced before the U.S. House of Rep­
resentatives would impose criminal pen­
alties for damage to religious property 
and for injury to persons in the free exer­
cise of religious beliefs.

Rep. Dan Glickman introduced the bill 
on behalf of himself and 31 co-sponsors, 
representing a diversity of political, 
religious, and geographic interests.

The bill (H.R. 4980) would amend the 
U.S. Code to impose federal penalties - 
including fines up to $15,000 and prison 
sentences up to life - on persons who 
"deface, damage, or destroy any relig­
ious real property, because of the relig­
ious character of that property” or 
"obstruct, by force or threat of force,

churches - including conventions, asso­
ciations, church schools, and church- 
controlled organizations — a one-time 
election not to participate “for religious 
reasons” in Social Security on behalf of 
their non-ministerial employees.

By law, ministers will continue to par-

A 1983 change in Social Security laws 
forced churches — and all other non­
profit organizations — to participate in 
the nation’s retirement system by pay­
ing the employer’s share of Social 
Security taxes and withholding the 
employee’s portion for all non-mims- „ . .. -
terial employees. In 1984, Congress ticipate in Social Security as self­
approved a compromise permitting employed persons.

Dunn asks Congress to back 
pension boards' exemption

By Kathy Palen
WASHINGTON (BP)- While mem­

bers of the House of Representatives 
waited for news of final Senate action on 
the current tax reform bill, they received 
a separate, yet related, message.

That message — delivered through let­
ters from Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs Executive Director James 
M. Dunn and copies of Southern Baptist 
Convention-approved resolutions - urged 
each congressman to help in eliminating 
a House tax reform provision that if in­
corporated into the House-Senate com­
promise on the tax reform legislation 
would tax church pension boards.

* ‘I am sure you do not want to allow the 
Congress to say, in effect, to the churches, 
‘We will tell you that caring for the el­
derly, ill, and widowed servants of the 
churches is not a part of your minis­
try.’ ” Dunn wrote. "Since it is a part of 
the ministry of the church, it should re­
tain exemption."

Dunn’s letter referred to language in 
the House bill specifying “annuity con­
tracts shall be treated as providing in­
surance.” Ct ipled with a provision to 
repeal federal tax exemption for non­
profit organizations offering “commer­
cial-type insurance,” that language 
would strip church pension and welfare 
groups - including the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board - of their tax-exempt 
status. *.

The Baptist Joint Committee head 
asked House members to express concern 
about the threat to church pension 
groups to colleagues on the House Ways 
and Means Committee. Selected mem­
bers of that committee will join Senate 
conferees in trying to reconcile the two 
versions of the tax reform bill, H.R. 3838.

Dunn also wrote separate letters to 
Ways and Means Committee members. 
Accompanying those letters were copies 
of two resolutions - one passed June 11 

any person in the enjoyment of that per­
son’s free exercise of religious beliefs.”

Glickman said such crimes endanger 
the ability of Americans freely and safe­
ly to practice their religions. He added 
while such crimes are serious in and of 
themselves, their infringements on the 
Constitutional right of free exercise of 
religion makes them even more grievous.

“There have been many reports of acts 
of vandalism tied to anti-Semitism in this 
country, but such attacks have not been 
limited to the Jewish faith,” Glickman 
said. “In fact, a whole range of faiths - 
including Baptist, Catholic, and Episco­
pal - have been the targets of such van­
dalism. It is, therefore, not a narrow, 
sectarian problem.” 

by the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Atlanta and another passed 
earlier by the SBC Executive Commit­
tee.

“For Congress to suggest it has the 
right to determine the mission and pur­
pose of the church raises serious Con­
stitutional questions,” Dunn warned. 
“The pension boards of the churches, 
along with other not-for-profit agencies, 
would be taxed on their ministry of car­
ing for their own retired, disabled minis­
ters. and their widows, unless this serious 
flaw is corrected.” Dunn asked the com­
mittee members to consider carefully 
the SBC resolutions, both of which voice 
vigorous opposition to taxation of church 
pension boards.

Meanwhile, Dunn also wrote to congrat­
ulate Senate members on their passage 
of tax reform legislation that leaves 
church pension boards’ federal tax ex­
emption in place. Dunn also offered the 
Baptist Joint Committee’s assistance 
during the conference process.

Conference work on the. tax reform bill 
is expected to begin in mid-July. Should 
a compromise be reached, the confer­
ence report would then have to be ap­
proved by both houses and signed by the 
president.

Burch Cooper dies 
in Etowah hospital

ETOWAH - J. Burch Cooper, long­
time pastor and Baptist leader, died 
June 21 in a hospital here. He was 81 
years old.

A funeral was held June 22 at North 
Etowah Baptist Church, with Don Phar­
ris. Oran Creasman. and Ted Davis of­
ficiating. A graveside service was held 
June 23 at Double Springs Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Athens.

A former pastor of Lonsdale Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, Cooper had served as 
vice-president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, moderator of the Knox 
County Baptist Association, and mod­
erator of the Gulf Stream Baptist Asso­
ciation, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. He also 
led churches in Tennessee, Kentucky, In­
diana, North Carolina, Florida, and 
Texas. At the time of his death, he was a 
member of Eastanallee Baptist Church, 
Riceville.

Cooper was a graduate of Harrison 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy, Seymour; 
Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City: 
and Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, Louisville, Ky.

Survivors include his wife, Leilia Ruth 
B. Cooper; three daughters; a son; a 
stepdaughter; a stepson; 10 grandchildren: 
three stepgrandchildren; a great-grand­
son; and several nieces and nephews.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Carson-Newman College scholar­
ship fund.



July 2. 1986 Baptist and Reflector Page 3

TENNESSEE PAGE — John Herron (left) of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nash­
ville, talks with David Lockard, director of organization at the Christian Life Com­
mission, during the Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta. Herron was one of 15 
Pioneer Royal Ambassadors and six Acteens from across the nation who were 
selected to serve as pages for the convention.

Elder issues plea. . .

Southern Baptist teacher 
wins high court verdict

(Continued from page 1)
I our convention sessions and put the focus 

on the work of the kingdom of God.
“We are a missionary, evangelistic 

convention. The reports are not just 
‘space fillers.’They are the heart of who 

I we are and why we have voluntarily de­
cided to cooperate together,” he said.

I Elder supported the messenger vote to 
refer to the SBC Executive Committee a 
motion on withdrawal from the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. The

I motion also recommended establish- 
Iment of an exclusively Southern Baptist 

presence in Washington. Elder is a mem­
ber of the Southern Baptist Public Af­
fairs Committee and, therefore, is on the

। board of the joint committee.
“For five decades the Baptist Joint 

; Committee has held tight and strong to 
- the separation of church and state and 

religious liberty. I take great pride in 
that,” said Elder. At the same time, he 

I said the time to study the motion in the 
Executive Committee is an opportunity 
“to listen to our constituency and see 

• what ought to be done to make it more ef­
fective.”

He affirmed the report of the SBC 
Peace Committee, including the request 
to represent conservative viewpoints in 
publications.

“I not only concur with that, but we’re 
going to reject a two-party system and 
continue ministering to the total consti­
tuency of Southern Baptists,” said 
Elder. “We have been and we will con­
tinue to give attention to what is con­
sidered the conservative viewpoint. It 
would be very unreasonable for us not to.

“At the Sunday School Board we will 
continue not labeling brothers and sis­
ters as liberals or moderates or conser­
vatives or fundamentalists. We are 

, Biblical conservatives. We have intend­
ed to be. That is our activity; that is our 
commitment,” he said.

He also expressed support for the 
Peace Committee request that Baptists 
dismantle political machinery and par­
tisan meetings.

“At the Sunday School Board we have 
said we will not be a part of those meet­
ings, not because we don’t have a right 
to,” said Elder. “But we want to make a 
disciplined effort to do our program of 
work and, therefore, contribute to the 
unity of the convention rather than to 
controversy.”

Finally, Elder urged adoption on the 

denominational level of a congregational 
model that emphasizes drawing all the 
people together under the lordship of 
Christ rather than emphasizing issues 
that polarize them.

“What we need is not the rhetoric of 
love but deeds of love,” said Elder. “No 
element in the convention has a comer 
on the kingdom of God. We can rise up to 
statesmanship when, in the midst of this 
family, we reach out and touch the lives, 
believe in the integrity, and respect the 
identity of all of our brothers and sisters.

“The congregational model would fo­
cus on the mission of the people of God to 
serve the total constituency, to accept 
only the Biblical foundation for our work, 
but on that foundation to understand the 
liberty and responsibility of each be­
liever who is part of the family,” he said.

Emphasizing unity in Christ also 
would help to challenge a growing per­
ception that Southern Baptists do not 
care about other people, that they only 
care about themselves and their battles. 
“We have to bear witness to the saving 
power of Jesus Christ when the percep­
tion is that we don’t care about other peo­
ple,” said Elder.

NEW ROOF FOR UTL — Members of Tom’s Creek Baptist Church, Linden, put a new 
roof on the office building of United Tennessee League in Nashville last Friday and 
Saturday. Working on the project were Randall Bray, Buster Dabbs, Garmon Hill, 
Rowan Hill, Ricky Marshall, Bill Potts, Benjie Wood, and Pastor Ben Wood. Also as­
sisting was Jim Growden, pastor of Hartsville's First Baptist Church.

By Stan Hastey
WASHINGTON (BP) - A Southern Bap­

tist schoolteacher who lost her job at a 
private Christian academy may chal­
lenge the dismissal in a state civil rights 
panel without violating the school’s First 
Amendment rights, the Supreme Court 
held June 27.

In a unanimous decision written by 
Justice William H Rehnquist, the high 
court rejected a claim by Dayton (Ohio) 
Christian Schools that proceedings by 
the Ohio Civil Rights Commission re­
lating to the firing of Linda Hoskinson 
amounted to an unconstitutional estab­
lishment of religion and violated the 
schools’ right to free exercise of religion

Hoskinson, a member of Far Hills 
Baptist Church in Dayton. taught in one 
of the schools operated by Dayton Chris­
tian Schools during the 1978-79 school 
year.

She had subscribed to the schools’ 
statement of faith which, aside from 
numerous doctrinal requirements, was 
interpreted by school officials to include 
the doctrine of the “Biblical chain of 
command.” This doctrine held in part 
that because the New Testament forbids 
Christians from taking one another be­
fore secular courts, teachers were re­
quired to take grievances only to their 
immediate supervisors. They were fur­
ther required to acquiesce in the final 
authority of the schools’ board of trus­
tees and not to initiate legal proceedings 
against the schools.

After Hoskinson informed her princi­
pal in January 1979 that she was preg­
nant, she was informed her teaching 
contract would not be renewed for the 
following year because of the schools' 
religiously held belief mothers should 
stay home with their preschool age chil­
dren. Instead of appealing internally, 
however, Hoskinson contacted an attor­
ney who threatened to take the schools to 
court for violating Ohio’s sex discrimina­
tion law.

When the schools’ board of trustees 
fired Hoskinson for taking her complaint 
to the attorney rather than seeking to re­
solve the matter within the school struc­
ture, the teacher filed a complaint with 
the Ohio Civil Rights Commission. The 

schools then countered by filing suit in a 
federal district court challenging the 
panel’s jurisdiction on church-state 
grounds and asking the court to enjoin 
the commission from proceeding to deal 
with Hoskinson’s complaint.

But the district court refused to issue 
the injunction, clearing the way for pro­
ceedings to continue within the state civil 
rights panel. On appeal, however, the 6th 
Circuit Court of Appeals reversed 
agreeing with Dayton Christian Schools 
that the religion clauses of the First 
Amendment forbade the commission 
from taking up the matter.

Rehnquist’s opinion, consistent with his 
view that federal courts should abstain 
from intervention in disputes involving 
state law except in unusual circum­
stances, sent the case back to the district 
court with instructions not to decide the 
dispute. On this technical point, the chief 
justice-designate wrote only for himself 
and four colleagues to form a five-justice 
majority. The other four disagreed, ar­
guing the schools should have access to a 
federal court to make their Constitu­
tional claims.

But all nine justices agreed with the 
basic thrust of Rehnquist's decision that 
the Civil Rights Commission has the au­
thority under Ohio law to consider Hos­
kinson’s complaint. “We have no doubt 
that the elimination of prohibited sex 
discrimination is a sufficiently impor­
tant state interest to bring the present 
case within the ambit of the cited au­
thorities.’’ Rehnquist wrote.

Despite Day ton Christian Schools’ 
claim any proceeding would violate the 
First Amendment. Rehnquist countered, 
“Even religious schools cannot claim to 
be wholly free from some state regula­
tion.”

He concluded, “The commission vio­
lates no Constitutional rights by merely 
investigating the circumstances of Hos­
kinson’s discharge in this case, if only to 
ascertain whether the ascribed religious­
based reason was in fact the reason for 
the discharge.”

Because the case hinged on the pro­
cedural question of whether the civil 
rights panel had jurisdiction, Rehnquist 
offered no opinion on the possible out­
come of the dispute were it to come be­
fore the high court again.

But three years ago. in the celebrated 
case of Bob Jones University vs. U.S., 
the court ruled 8-1 that the federal 
government’s objective of eradicating 
race discrimination was sufficiently 
compelling for the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice to strip the fundamentalist institu­
tion of its federal tax exemption for 
requiring all entering students to agree 
not to date or marry persons of another 
race.

In that case, it was Rehnquist alone 
who dissented, agreeing instead with 
Bob Jones University’s claim that its 
free exercise of religion superceded the 
claimed governmental interest.

In the Hoskinson sex discrimination 
dispute, the Ohio Civil Rights Commis­
sion presumably will issue a ruling once 
its investigation is complete. At that 
point, Day ton Christian Schools could 
file a new lawsuit, this time in a state 
court. Any decision by that tribunal 
would be subject to appeal by the losing 
party in higher state courts, including 
the Ohio Supreme Court. Were the losing 
party to challenge that ruling, the case 
then would come back to the nation’s 
high court to be decided on its merits.
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TENNESSEANS ANALYZE CONVENTION *14.

Pastors’ newsletter columns reveal opinions on Atlanta SBC
By AI Shackleford

How do Tennessee pastors view the re­
cent Southern Baptist Convention which 
met in Atlanta?

One indication of their opinions is what 
these pastors write in their columns in 
the newsletters of their churches. Printed 
on this page are excerpts from newslet­
ters which have been received in the 
Baptist and Reflector office.

“The 1986 SBC is history. As an­
ticipated, Dr. Adrian Rogers of Ten­
nessee was elected as president. Debate 
this time was as intense as last year, but 
the quantity was less. The statistical 
reports from boards and agencies in­
dicate we are experiencing strong 
growth. It appears we are blessed in 
spite of our differences.

“Our convention will be best served by 
putting a lid on criticism. Those who 
favor positions unlike those of the pre­
sent leadership should work extra hard 
for dialogue. We will not serve the cause 
of Christ nor our convention by publicly 
attacking one another.”

Fred A. Steelman, Red Bank Bap­
tist Church, Chattanooga

“The convention was most interesting, 
inspiring, and enlightening. I was en­
couraged by the results of the messen­
gers’ decisions and votes.”

Jimmy Sartain, Graceland Baptist 
Church, Memphis

“Now that the Atlanta convention is 
over, many Southern Baptists are ask­
ing, ‘What lies ahead?"

“I believe the answer to that question 
can be found in the level of activity of our 
laity in association, state, and national 
convention efforts.

“In the conversations that I have had 
with Baptist laity, two themes continue 
to surface.

“First, many of our people are tired of 
the fuss. They are tried of both factions 
in the denomination creating such divi­
sion that the work of evangelism and 
missions is seriously hindered.

“Second, there is a strong perception 
that most of the problem is political 
rather than theological. It is my personal 
feeling that the impressions of our lay
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people will ultimately fashion our future. 
Keeping this in mind, all ‘sides’ should 
take warning. Our convention will never 
be any less than the character and de­
sires of the bulk of lay people who sup­
port it. They are the ones who have given 
sacrificially through the years, and they 
are the ones who will ultimately pre­
serve our Baptist doctrines and heritage.

“It will not be a group or groups of 
powerful preachers who will determine 
our future. Rather it will be the faithful 
family of all believers who will have the 
final say.”

Mike L. Adams, First Baptist 
Church, Union City

“It was a wonderful Southern Baptist 
Convention. I am excited about the future 
of our convention like never before. Giv­
ing is up. We are sending a record num­
ber of missionaries around the world. 
Baptisms have increased worldwide for 
Southern Baptists. The future potential of 
the Cooperative Program is tremendous.

“As Bible-believing pastors and churches 
become more confident of the continued 
conservative direction of our convention, 
I believe they will give like never before. 
I believe the positive note among South­
ern Baptists is a result of the fact that we 
are more committed to the authority of 
God’s inspired Word than since the early 
days of our convention.”

Mike McGinnis, Central Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga

“Some are declaring the SBC is finally 
being delivered from liberalism; others 
are announcing our convention has been 
destroyed. I personally believe the direc­
tion of the SBC is being set on a course 
that does not reflect our historic Baptist 
values, theology, and heritage. But to 
claim so-called deliverance or destruc­
tion is too much of an alarm for me right 
now.

“There is an agenda by those in ‘con­
trol’ of committee appointments and 
trustee nominations that includes only 
persons of a particular Biblical, theolog­
ical, and political persuasion. Southern 
Baptists have never made the doctrinal 
interpretation of one person or group the 
criteria for participation in denomina­
tional work. That is why we are Baptists! 
We have cherished the Holy Spirit-led
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freedom to interpret God’s Word and 
God’s will by each individual church 
member, pastor, professor, missionapr, 
denominational servant, and convention 
officer. We have been bound together in 
a covenant agreement for cooperation to 
reach a lost world for Christ. We do not 
need a creed nor control.

“Peace and renewed cooperation are 
possible. I will be looking for actions of 
peace in the ongoing process of appoint­
ments and nominations. Then public 
words of trust, fairness, and openness 
will ring true in the ears of this Southern 
Baptist.”

Ken Altom, First Baptist Church, 
Cookeville

“Despite all the predictions of a terribly 
divisive convention, none of those predic­
tions became a reality. The business of 
the convention was conducted in a fair 
and orderly fashion. The vote for presi­
dent did reflect the fact we all do not 
have a reputation for always agreeing.

“What pleased me most about this con­
vention was the change in spirit from 
Dallas. I sensed the comforting presence 
of the Holy Spirit as I entered the World 
Congress Center. There was also a con­
genial spirit among the messengers.”

Don T. Wilson, Kensington Baptist 
Church, Memphis

“The Southern Baptist Convention was 
a highlight, and I am very encouraged as 
a result of having gone. As a result of go­
ing, I am more encouraged about the 
direction of our convention than I have 
been for some time.”

Walter H. Davis, Parkway Baptist 
Church, Knoxville

“For the eighth consecutive year, the 
Bible-believing members of our denomi­
nation made it exceedingly clear that 
they want our seminaries, our boards, our 
agencies, and our colleges to stand by 
the Word of God as infallible and iner­
rant truth. I was never more proud to be 
a Southern Baptist than I was in Atlanta.

“When one looks at the presidential 
vote, ... it seems to say that the South­
ern Baptist Convention is split right 
down the middle, but remember this — it 
is a modern-day miracle that the conser­
vatives have regained control of our con­
vention for the past eight years.

“If God so wills for the Bible believers 
of our denomination to predominate in the 
years ahead, we’re going to see more 
and more of our liberal churches cutting 
back in their Cooperative Program giv­
ing. This means that those of us who be­
lieve the Word of God are going to have 
to step in and increase our giving. This 
we will conscientiously do as our denom­
ination moves in the right direction.

“Let us pray much for Dr. Rogers and 
for the leaders of our denomination that 
they will be responsive to what grass­
roots Southern Baptists are seeking to 
say. Also, several key positions in our 
denominational schools and agencies are 
coming open within the next few months. 
Let us pray much that these positions 
will be filled by Bible-believing people.”

Bob Mowrey, Park Avenue Bap­
tist Church, Nashville 

last year to the starboard (right).
“Some fear that the old ship will not 

make it. There’s talk of her rudder being 
fixed to the right causing the SBC to make 
ever tightening circles of rigid and legal­
istic fundamentalism. If that happens, 
those Baptists who have fixed themselves 
on the port (left) side of the vessel will be 
forced to man the lifeboats to escape.

“Others feel the flagship of Zion’s fleet 
will lie dead in the water while winds of 
equal intensity blow upon her sails from 
opposite directions.

“ ‘Water, water everywhere and none 
are given a drink. Water, water every­
where, our baptisms they will shrink!”

“Still others contend the ship is about 
to break up on the rocks of a controversy 
that will never be solved, Peace Commit­
tee or not!

“Of course those who control the good 
ship SBC, who fly the flag of the funda­
mental conservative party, proudly feel 
everything’s fine and that Southern Bap­
tists are making greater progress now 
than ever before. Last year’s statistics 
lend much support to that claim.

“Who knows? Maybe a starboard list 
is not that at all. There are those who 
contend we’ve been leaning to the left so 
long in our convention, we think upright 
is a severe lean to the right.

“All I know is that I’m getting some­
what SBC-sick!”

Bob Segrest, Concord Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga

“A conservative direction has been 
protected through the election of Adrian 
Rogers as president. Since 1979 conser­
vatives have reacted to a slow, subtle 
drift of theological belief reflected in 
some of our seminaries and convention 
employees.

“Many Southern Baptists believe that 
the time has come to regain the position 
where those teaching and serving South­
ern Baptists should reflect what the ma­
jority of Southern Baptists believe. The 
question is not a person’s right to believe 
something; the question is whether or 
not we should pay the bill for those who 
are employed by Southern Baptists and 
reflect different beliefs.

“Great days may still be ahead for 
Southern Baptists! Surely our strength 
will not be found in theological diversity 
but in a common bond of relief. Histori­
cally Southern Baptists have always held 
various interpretations of God’s Word, 
but there has always been the belief in an 
inerrant Scripture.”

Sam Simmons, Trinity Baptist 
Church, Memphis

“All of us should be grateful for what is 
happening in our convention in these 
days. We are seeing the hand of our Lord 
at work in the guiding of His work. The 
reports we received were stirring. The 
increase in mission funds, the report of 
our missionaries, the direction we are 
taking back to the Bible all seem to be 
positive signs of better days ahead.

“There is much to be proud of as a 
Southern Baptist.”

Guy M. Milam, North Knoxville 
Baptist Church, Knoxville

News journal of Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Tom Madden, Executive Secretary-Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Ansell Baker, chairman; Jerry Oakley, vice-chairman; Paul Bryant, David 
Drumel, Marshall Gupton, Calvin Harvell, Mrs. Richard Hawkins. George Hill, Bayion Hilliard, Fred 
Isaacs, James McCluskey, Calvin Metcalf, Perry Michel, Jere Plunk, Dennis Pulley, Lon Shoopman Jr., 
Fred Steelman, and Hoyt Wilson

“Despite the so-called ‘Battle of Atlan­
ta,’ our great convention is still afloat 
and, from what I can tell, still sailing on 
to accomplish Christ’s Great Commis­
sion among the lost millions on earth. 
However, she is listing even more than

“Damage is being done to all aspects 
of our denomination. We have lost much 
credibility among our fellow American 
Christians. We are very quietly destroy­
ing ourselves in the brother against 
brother war.”

Perry A. Michel, Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church, Nashville
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Personal
Perspective
Sy Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretory-T reasurer

The love of money may be a cruel mas­
ter. The news media has been saturated 
of late with the sad accounts of people 
wrecking their lives, strangling their 
homes, and decimating their influence 
for money. A trusted employee sells 
military secrets to Russia. A knowledg- 
able stock-broker selfishly capitalizes on 
confidential information to make dis­
honest thousands. Trusted people embez­
zle funds. A sheriff accepts money to 
protect drug trafficking

When we become slaves of materi­
alism. we deprive ourselves and our 
families of life’s best A spirit of love, 
giving generously, and securely trusting 
in God cannot be bought with money.

It is tragic when God gives a person 
the ability to make money, yet that per­
son becomes so busy making it, caring 
for it. and using it for pleasure that there 
is neither time nor place for God in that 
life. Our Lord said a man’s life consists 
not in the abundance of things he pos­
sesses.

I rejoiced when I read recently about 
the businessman who was offered a deal 
that would make him a large sum of 
money. He declined because the deal 
went against his Christian principles. 
When he was criticized for mixing reli­
gion and business, he answered, “I have 
discovered that it is only when we do mix 
religion and business that we can prove 
our religion and improve our business.”

Another person, when pressed to pur­
sue a questionable business practice, 
said. “I want you to know, gentlemen, 
that my merchandise is for sale, but not 
my character.”

I continue to believe when we worship 
God faithfully in His house on His day 
and cheerfully give at least a tithe of all 
that God has entrusted us, life’s priori­
ties are kept straight. God blesses us and 
through us. blesses others.

TENNESSEE

Anders accepts post 
at Baptist Hospital

NASHVILLE - Rod Anders, director 
of food service at Central Baptist Hos­
pital. Lexington. Ky.. has been named 
director of food service at Baptist 
Hospital. Nashville.

Anders will oversee daily meal prepa­
ration for patients, doctors, adminis­
trators. and visitors at the 750-bed 
hospital. He is a graduate of the Univer­
sity of Alabama, Tuscaloosa.

Tennessee/Venezuela
Prayer Net Partnership

—Pray for Missionaries William and Emllee Goff who are returning to 
Venezuela after their furlough In the United States. He teaches theology 
in Venezuela and she is a church and home worker.

—Pray for the final plans and preparation for the 40 evangelistic 
crusades to be held in Caracas and Valencia Aug. 15-26.

—Pray for the committee working to reorganize the literature ministry 
In Venezuela.

CHURCHES...
On May 18, New Hopewell Baptist 

Church, Knoxville, held special services 
to commemorate their 150th anniver­
sary. Ted Huckaby, director of missions 
for the Knox County Baptist Association, 
presented a plaque from the Tennessee 
Baptist Historical Society to the church’s 
pastor, Gary Swaggerty. Former pastor 
Felton Carter delivered the message 
during the worship service.

New Prospect Baptist Church, Del Rio. 
observed the church’s 100th anniversary 
on July 20. Arthur Willis is the pastor

The Christian activities center of 
Crievew'ood Baptist Church, Nashville, 
was dedicated on June 29. Terry Fish­
burn, a recent graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth. Texas, is serving as director of 
the center

LEADERSHIP...
Jim Burnett has resigned as minister 

of music at Woodlawn Baptist Church in 
Bristol. Burnett has accepted a similar 
position with Hominy Baptist Church in 
Candler, N.C.

Central Baptist Church, Johnson City 
has called Nancy Caidwell as interim 
youth minister. Ralph Norton, is serving 
as interim pastor.

Harry Moore is serving as interim 
pastor at Clifton View Baptist Church in 
Johnson City.

Bethel Baptist Church in Bristol has 
called Randy Kilgore as interim pastor.

BOOK REVIEW =.....
By Michael Davis

Parables in Luke's Gospel
A Kingdom of Surprises by Cecil E. 
Sherman; Broadman: 127 pages.

The author has the capacity to pick out 
that which is central in Luke’s parables 
and make it live in today’s idiom.

His readers will find that serious study 
of these parables will reveal some sur­
prises about Jesus. Jesus is like that. 
“When we are more American than 
kingdom of God, He has a word for us. 
When we are more establishment than 
kingdom of God,” writes Sherman, “He 
has a judgment for us. When we are 
more safe than chance. He has an exam 
pie for us. When we are more Pharisaic 
than open, He has a word for us.”

This book is composed of 13 sermons

Stephen Burcham is serving as interim 
pastor at Southwestern Baptist Church in 
Johnson City

Jimmy Sparks serves as interim pas­
tor of Charjean Baptist Church in Mem­
phis where he previously served as 
pastor

Jerry Soward is serving as interim 
minister of music at First Baptist 
Church, Collierville, where Gary Wat­
kins is pastor

Chuck Fowler resigned as pastor of 
Fairlawn Baptist Church in Memphis.

Two staff members submitted resigna­
tions at Two Rivers Baptist Church, 
Nashville, on June 8.Marian Seward has 
beer serving as minister of education 
and administration for the past 11 years.

Michigan church needs 
help or construction

A construction team is needed to
frame doors and windows at Waterford 
Baptist Church near Pontiac. Mich., ac­
cording to Carroll Owen, convention 
ministries division director for the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention.

Billy Whitt, missions director for 
Michigan Baptists, said that the church 
needs a framing team of six to eight 
workers around July 14. He said that 
volunteers from Tennessee have assisted 
this church before in construction work.

Owen said that anyone who could help 
the Waterford Baptist Church should 
contact Billy Whitt, Baptist State Con­
vention of Michigan, 15635 West 12 Mile 
Road. Southfield. MI 48976. The tele­
phone number is (313) 557-4200.

that are refreshing in their application. 
The central truth in each parable forms 
the Biblical basis for the applications 
which are put into contemporary lan­
guage. The parable of The Rich Fool 
(Luke 12:13-21) illustrates this point. 
Sherman writes: “When you have used 
your IRA’s to maximum advantage, 
when you have come to the time when 
you can pull out of Social Security all you 
have put in. when paid-up insurance be­
comes an annuity, when investments are 
called in - here is what you are sup­
posed to say: ‘Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years’ (Luke 
12:19, RSV). This is security.”

Sherman has identified with remark­
able clarity what many believe to be the 
source of their security. He goes on to 
confront his listeners, “Where is our 
security? Some think in greater arma­
ments and national strength. Some think 
in land and wealth. Jesus gives another 
word. God takes care of His own.”

Sherman presents the insights drawn 
from the parables in such a concrete way 
that readers will find themselves in the 
human predicament of evaluating their 
present style of living in light of a style of 
living that is centered in Biblical revela­
tion. Why is this so? One good reply is 
that these sermons illuminate the Scrip­
tures, interpret the experiences of 
modem man, issue a call for commit­
ment, and demonstrate the significance 
of God’s Word for our day.

Cecil E. Sherman is pastor of Broad­
way Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas. 

He has accepted the position of church 
training and growth consultant at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board in Nash­
ville. Steve L. Ware resigned after serv­
ing for two years as minister of youth to 
accept a similar position with Murray 
Hill Baptist Church, Jacksonville. Fla. 
T. Jerrell Sutton is pastor of the Two 
Rivers church.

Mark Hill has resigned as minister of 
music at Meridian Baptist Church to ac­
cept a position with Washington Pike 
Baptist Church. Both churches are in 
Knoxville.

Dary l Norton has resigned as pastor of 
Riverview Baptist Church in Newport, to 
attend Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

Steve White has resigned as associate 
pastor in music at Kirby Woods Baptist 
Church in Memphis to accept a similar 
position with Sherwood Baptist Church 
in Albany. Ga.

PEOPLE...
Allison and Ethel Keeble celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary on June 
19 at First Baptist Church. Maryville, 
with a reception in their honor. Nobel 
Brown is the pastor.

Howard Kolb celebrated his 25th an­
niversary as pastor of Audubon Park 
Baptist Church on June 29.

Robert and Lucile Cox were honored 
with a reception at Highland Heights 
Baptist Church in Memphis on June 15. 
noting their 50th wedding anniversary 
Ray Fowler is the pastor.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Burger
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP)- Chief Justice 
Warren E. Burger, who surprised the na­
tion by announcing his retirement June 
17, presided over the Supreme Court dur­
ing an era when more church-state dis­
putes were decided than in any other 
period of U.S. history. In many of the 
most important of these, he wrote the 
court’s opinion himself.

The 78-year-old Burger, appointed by 
Richard M. Nixon in 1969 as 15th Chief 
Justice of the United States, has been in 
that position longer than all but three 
others — John Marshall, Roger B. Tan­
ey, and Melvin W. Fuller. He succeeded 
Earl Warren, whose own 15-year tenure 
ranks just behind Burger’s.

His service has been marked not so 
much by brilliantly written opinions as 
by an unprecedented devotion to the 
often overlooked administrative side of 
the job. He has been aggressive as chair­
man of the Judicial Conference, which 
oversees the entire federal judiciary. In 
that role, he openly has lobbied Congress 
for more judges and higher pay.

In part because of his attention to ad­
ministrative duties. Burger never has 
led the judicial revolution many hard­
line conservatives hoped would ensue 
after Nixon nominated him and the Sen­
ate, in 1969, confirmed him. The Minne­
sota native, a night school graduate of 
the University of Minnesota and St. Paul 
College of Law, ironically has turned out 
to be too conservative in his approach to 
the law to lead the court on a drastically 
different course. He has been a firm ad­
vocate of “stare decisis.” the judicial 
principle that the court is bound by its 
own precedents.

Yet in the church-state field, Burger 
has made an impact that is likely to be 
permanent. At an informal news confer­
ence only hours after his appearance 
with President Ronald Reagan at the 
White House briefing room - along with 
newly nominated Chief Justice William 
H. Rehnquist and new associate justice 
designee Antonin Scalia - Burger un-

Hastey assesses church-state views of Rehnquist, Scalia
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) - While Chief Jus­
tice-designate William Hubbs Rehnquist’s 
views on church-state relations are well 
known as a result of 14 years’ service on 
the U.S. Supreme Court, those of Antonin 
Scalia — to be nominated by President 
Ronald Reagan as Rehnquist’s replace­
ment as an associate justice - are large­
ly unknown to the American people.

Both men personally are devoutly re­
ligious. Rehnquist and his wife are active 
members of Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
in Suburban Bethesda, Md., while Scalia 
and his family belong to a Roman 
Catholic parish in McLean, Va. Both hold 
strong views on many of the pressing 
moral issues of the day, including persis­
tent opposition to abortion.

On purely church-state issues, how­
ever, Scalia’s positions are unknown be­
cause during his four years as a federal 
judge he has yet to rule in an important 
church-state case. Altogether, he has 
written some 100 opinions.

Scalia (pronounced Sku-LEE-ah) is 
the only child of a Sicilian immigrant 
and the first Italian American to be 
nominated to the nation’s high court. He 
and his wife, the former Maureen Mc­
Carthy, have nine children. Scalia was 
bom March 11,1936, in Trenton, N.J.

A summa cum laude graduate of

era leaves
derscored his view that the principal ob­
jective of the Establishment Clause of 
the First Amendment was to prevent 
establishment of a national church.

Whether the nation’s founders in­
tended simply that or wished to forbid 
more generally governmental favor to­
ward religion Ues at the heart of a current 
debate among Supreme Court justices 
and Constitutional scholars. Burger, who 
in the last several years has made it 
plain he sides with Rehnquist in advo­
cating the former, told reporters at the 
news conference that in some areas of 
the law, the intent of those who framed 
the Constitution is “not only important, 
but absolutely dispositive” of cases 
before the court.

To illustrate, he referred to a 6-3 court 
opinion which he wrote in 1983 that up­
held the right of state legislatures to em­
ploy chaplains to serve their members’ 
spiritual needs. Noting that the first Con­
gress employed a chaplain at the sugges­
tion of the “not very religious,” Benjamin 
Franklin, Burger asked rhetorically, 
“How can you get a more persuasive 
piece of evidence?”

Noting also the Supreme Court itself 
opens its sessions with the brief invoca­
tion, “God save the United States and 
this honorable court,” he added, “To say 
(such practices) could lead to an estab­
lished church in this country is juvenile 
nonsense.” He said he wants to write a 
book on the subject in retirement.

Although he mentioned the state chap­
laincy case, Marsh vs. Chambers, Bur­
ger’s contributions to church-state law 
were forged in even more important 
cases.

In what was perhaps his most far- 
reaching opinion in the field, Burger led 
a unanimous court in 1971 in Lemon vs. 
Kurtzman to set down a three-part test 
since used to determine if laws or gov­
ernmental policies violate the First 
Amendment’s ban on an establishment 
of religion. That test holds that in order 
to pass Constitutional muster, the chal­
lenged law or policy must have a secular 
purpose, must have the primary effect of

Georgetown University and magna cum 
laude graduate of Harvard Law School, 
where he was editor of the Harvard Law 
Review, he is a former Justice Depart­
ment official and law school professor. 
From 1974 to 1977, he headed the Office of 
Legal Counsel at the Justice Depart­
ment. He taught in the law schools at the 
University of Chicago, Stanford Univer­
sity, Georgetown University, and the 
University of Virginia.

Appointed by Reagan in 1982 to the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia - considered second in impor­
tance only to the Supreme Court - Sca­
lia’s views on a wide variety of issues 
closely conform to those of the president 
and Rehnquist. He is an advocate of judi­
cial restraint, the view that federal 
courts should act reticently in reviewing 
laws passed by Congress or state legisla­
tures.

Rehnquist was bom in Milwaukee, 
Wis., Oct. 1, 1924. After growing up in a 
Milwaukee suburb, he enrolled at Stan­
ford University, where he earned bache­
lor’s and master’s degrees in political 
science and was Phi Beta Kappa. After 
earning a second master’s degree at 
Harvard, he returned to Stanford’s law 
school, where he graduated first in his 
class and was a classmate of Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor. He 

impact on n 
neither advancing nor inhibiting relig­
ion, and must not excessively entangle 
church and state.

In another key decision rendered in 
1971, Burger wrote the court’s 6-3 opinion 
in Tilton vs. Richardson that denomina­
tional colleges and universities are en­
titled to federal construction grants, 
provided the resultant buildings are used 
exclusively for secular educational pur­
poses. The decision, upholding Title I of 
the Higher Education Facilities Act of 
1963, represented a defeat for advocates 
of strict church-state separation.

One year earlier, in 1970, Burger held 
for an 8-1 majority in Walz vs. Tax Com­
mission that churches are entitled to 
property tax exemption, in part because 
they are not singled out for the benefit. 
He noted churches constitute but one 
segment of a large category of not-for- 
profit organizations similarly kept off 
municipal tax rolls. He also cited the 
potential of excessive entanglement be­
tween local officials and congregations if 
property tax exemption were removed. 
He argued from American history that 
the practice of exempting church proper­
ty dates to the nation’s beginnings.

In more recent years. Burger wrote for 
a 5-4 majority in the 1979 decision, Na­
tional Labor Relations Board vs. Cath­
olic Bishop of Chicago, that the federal 
agency had no jurisdiction over the 
bishop to enforce a federal law protect­
ing workers’ rights to form a union. At 
the center of the dispute was an effort by 
lay teachers in Chicago archdiocesan 
parochial schools to unionize in defiance 
of the archbishop’s refusal to go along.

Two years ago, in Lynch vs. Donnelly, 
Burger again wrote for a 5-4 majority 
that cities and towns do not violate the 
Establishment Clause by owning, main­
taining, and displaying Christmas nativi­
ty scenes wher they are part of a larger 
seasonal display that includes secular 
symbols as well. The decision angered 
Jewish groups and caused some Chris­
tians to question if the reasoning behind 
the decision was too high a price to pay 
for displaying the creche.

then was chosen as a law clerk at the 
Supreme Court by Justice Robert H. 
Jackson.

Rehnquist practiced law in Phoenix, 
Ariz., from 1953 to 1969, when he was 
named an assistant attorney general by 
Richard M. Nixon. Two years later, Nix­
on nominated him to the Supreme Court, 
fl was sworn in Jan. 7, 1972.

Considered the strongest advocate of 
judicial restraint among present jus­
tices, Rehnquist’s church-state views 
have been consistent. He favors public 
aid to parochial schools and generally 
takes the side of free exercise of religion 
when that right clashes with its First 
Amendment twin, the Establishment 
Clause. (The First Amendment reads in 
part, “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise there­
of ... .”)

Rehnquist spelled out his church-state 
philosophy most fully in his dissenting 
opinion last year in Wallace vs. Jaffree, 
a 6-3 decision striking down Alabama’s 
mandatory silent prayer statute. In that 
opinion, which Rehnquist hopes will be­
come the blueprint for a thoroughgoing 
reassessment of church-state law some­
time in the future, he urged his col­
leagues to scrap Thomas Jefferson’s 
famous metaphor of a wall of separation 

sligion
Burger equally was prolific in writing 

opinions for the court in free exercise of 
religion tests.

In what perhaps was the most signifi­
cant of these, he ruled for a 6-1 court in 
the 1972 case, Wisconsin vs. Yoder, that 
Old Order Amish have a Constitutional 
free exercise right to remove their chil­
dren from school after the eighth grade 
in order to prevent their secularization. 
The decision struck down a Wisconsin 
policy of enforcing state compulsory 
school attendance laws on the group.

But a decade later, in a case involving 
the same sect, he wrote a unanimous de­
cision maintaining Old Order Amish 
employers must pay their portion of 
employees’ Social Security taxes. The 
government has a compelling interest in 
preserving the integrity of the Social 
Security system, he wrote in U.S. vs. 
Lee, despite the Amish claim they pro­
vide for their own in accordance with 
Scriptural admonitions.

On another free exercise challenge. 
Burger led the court to a unanimous rul­
ing in 1978 that states may not forbid 
ministers from running for public office. 
In that test, McDaniel vs. Paty, the court 
struck down a provision of the Tennessee 
state Constitution dating to the 19th cen­
tury, thus allowing a Baptist pastor to 
run as a delegate to a Constitutional con­
vention called to draft a new document.

Burger also wrote the 1983 decision in 
Bob Jones University vs. U.S. that the 
fundamentalist Greenville, S.C., school 
was not entitled to keep its federal tax 
exemption because of admissions poli­
cies that discriminated against blacks. 
The 8-1 ruling held the Internal Revenue 
Service acted within Constitutional boun­
daries when it revoked the school’s tax 
exemption in the interest of the “fun­
damental public policy” of eradicating 
race discrimination.

Whatever his strengths and weaknesses 
as a jurist, what may be stated with cer­
tainty now is that no justice ever to sit on 
the Supreme Court made a larger impact 
on American religion than did Warren 
Burger.

between church and state.
“It is impossible to build sound Con­

stitutional doctrine upon a mistaken un­
derstanding of Constitutional history,” 
he wrote, “but unfortunately the Estab­
lishment Clause has been expressly 
freighted with Jefferson’s misleading 
metaphor for nearly 40 years.”

Jefferson coined the phrase in an 1801 
letter to the Danbury (Conn.) Baptist 
Association, writing, “I contemplate 
with sovereign reverence that act of the 
whole American people which declared 
that their legislature should ‘make no 
law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof,’ thus building a wall of separa­
tion of church and state.”

In his Jaffree dissent, Rehnquist en­
gaged in what critics have called 
historical revisionism by choosing parts 
of the debate in the first Congress 
leading up to adoption of the First 
Amendment to demonstrate that ,the 
Establishment Clause “did not require 
government neutrality between religion 
and irreligion nor did it prohibit the 
federal government from providing non- 
discriminatory aid to religion.”

He concluded, “There is simply no 
historical foundation for the proposition 
that the framers intended to build the 
‘wall of separation’....”
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APPRECIATION PLAQUES — Paul Hall, associate director of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention missions department, presents plaques of appreciation to two people 
who have retired from Christian social ministries. Willis "Chip" Reding (left photo) 
retired in June after 20 years as director of Military Oasis in Millington. Evelyn 
Epps (right photo) was honored for 19 years of service, first as director of Carroll 
Street Baptist Mission in Nashville, then as director of Friendship Baptist Center, 
Briceville.

'Letters of John' reap 
mission opportunity

Youth consultant at BSSB urges 
follow-up of summer decisions
GLORIETA, N.M.(BP) - Following an 

emotional week at Summer Youth Cele­
brations - where literally hundreds of 
teen-agers made some decision regard­
ing Christ — Baptist youth leaders face 
the challenge of seeing that their youth’s 
initial excitement does not subside.

“Churches need to treat this as a ma­
jor spiritual turning point in the lives of a 
lot of the youth,” said Curt Bradford,

F. Wood to write 
lesson comments

Fred M. Wood, full-time author, 
preacher, and teacher, has been selected 
to write the Bible Book Series lesson com­
mentary for the 
Baptist and Reflec­
tor, beginning in 
this issue.

Wood, a former 
; pastor of the Eudora 

Baptist Church in 
Memphis, resigned in 
1983 to devote full 
time to speaking, 
writing, and leading

I conferences. Wood
Active in Tennessee Baptist life, Wood 

i was president of the Tennessee Baptist 
I Convention in 1972-73 and has served on 

the TBC Executive Board. He also was a 
trustee for Union University and Tennes­
see Baptist Children’s Homes.

A graduate of Union University, Jack- 
son, and Southern Baptist Theological 

J Seminary, Louisville, Ky., Wood has 
written 12 books and numerous articles 
and curriculum for Baptist publications. 

Saveli encourages
WASHINGTON (BP) - Southern Baptists have been chal­

lenged to take seriously the responsibility of sharing their 
faith with people of other religious backgrounds and to be 
open to dialogue with persons of other religious groups.

Carl Saveli, interfaith witness director for the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board, outlined his dreams for the 
future during a national conference for Southern Baptist 
state and regional interfaith witness coordinators.

Saveli said he dreamed of the day when Southern Bap­
tists’ program of interfaith witness is elevated in visibility, 
structure, and relationship both within the denomination 
and within the pluralism of world religions. He said he also 
dreams of a day when “dialogue” is not a bad word among 
Southern Baptists.

“Dialogue,” said Saveli, “is not only an essential word, it

youth consultant in the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s church training 
department. “They need to say, ‘OK, 
what next?* ”

This summer, more than one-fourth of 
the 1,297 youth attending Youth Celebra­
tion week at Glorieta, N.M., and 2,087 at 
a similar conference at Ridgecrest, N.C.. 
made spiritual decisions, said Clyde 
Hall, supervisor of the youth section of 
the board’s church training department, 
which sponsors the celebrations.

At Glorieta, 256 made Christian faith 
rededications; 58, professions of faith in 
Christ; 113, church vocation decisions: 
and 17, various other decisions. At 
Ridgecrest, there were 426 rededica­
tions, 67 professions of faith, 42 church 
vocations, and 32 others.

It is extremely important youth lead­
ers know how to follow up on the deci­
sions youth make at the celebrations, 
Bradford said, adding, they must teach 
the youth that a daily quiet time and dai­
ly Bible study are needed for a continu­
ing Christian education.

Steve Ware, youth minister at Two 
Rivers Baptist Church in Nashville, said 
involving youth in the worship service 
can help “keep their excitement going.”

Hall said the church training depart­
ment youth section follows up all deci­
sions made at the celebrations by writing 
a letter “to every person recognizing and 
encouraging their decision.”

“We also suggest they make that deci­
sion public in their churches immediate­
ly when they get home and request the 
pastor to follow up as appropriate,” Hall 
added.

By Susan Coker
Letters to pen pals have opened up a 

whole new world to John Robinson.
The Belmont College senior from 

Waynesboro corresponds regularly with 
pen pals in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Poland, and Yugoslavia, and with Ro­
manian Baptists in the United States.

He taught himself Russian in high 
school and learned Romanian, his 
“best” language, in college. Recently, 
he was tutored in Serbo-Croatian, the 
main Yugoslavian language, by a Yu­
goslav whose name Robinson discovered 
in a telephone book.

Robinson can write in Polish. Hun­
garian, and Czechoslovakian. He owns 
Bibles in 11 languages.

This summer, Robinson will have the 
opportunity to meet at least one of his 
pen pals, a 17-year-old Yugoslavian girl, 
at the Baptist youth camp where he will 
be working. In late May, he left for Vien­
na, Austria, to work with Romanian refu­
gees and others who have escaped from 
eastern Europe. On June 23, he headed 
for Zagreb. Yugoslavia, to meet with 
John Hopper, a Southern Baptist foreign

Don Reed replaces 
W. Bristow at FMB

RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- Former Mis­
sionary Don Reed is joining the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board staff as 
associate director for evangelism and 
project management in the volunteer en­
listment department.

A native of Post, Texas. Reed will en­
list volunteers for overseas evangelism 
and partnership missions projects, pro­
mote volunteer opportunities, and 
develop volunteer information and en­
listment materials.

A Southern Baptist missionary to Peru 
from 1971 to 1975, Reed has been director 
of missions for the Union Baptist Associ­
ation in Oklahoma for the past eight 
years. He also has been pastor of churches 
in Oklahoma. Texas, and Arkansas.

He is a graduate of Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia. Ark. ; South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas; and Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley, Calif.

Reed succeeds Wayne Bristow, who 
recently resigned from the Foreign Mis­
sion Board staff to become director of 
evangelism for the Baptist General Con­
vention of Oklahoma. 

interfaith witness
is an essential process.”

He urged Baptists who have negative feelings about 
Southern Baptist dialogues with other religious groups to at­
tend such a dialogue and try it.

“Nobody,” said the former Mississippi pastor, “is more 
committed to witnessing than I am; but within the context of 
interfaith witness, without dialogue we are dead.”

Dialogue with others, he added, forces Baptists to ar­
ticulate more clearly their beliefs and theology. “The 
theology of most Baptists is a collection of preachments and 
doctrine from our hymn books,” he observed.

Saveli said he dreams of a day when “Southern Baptists 
will take seriously the responsibility to share Christ with all 
people, resulting in thousands, whose faith is not in Christ, 
coming to make Him the object of their faith.”

missionary and fraternal representative 
of Southern Baptists to the Baptist 
unions of Communist eastern Europe.

Then, it will be on to Cinja, the Baptist 
youth camp in Ugljan, Yugoslavia. He 
wall work on the staff there until mid­
July.

Presently on leave from his position as 
associate pastor at Valley View Baptist 
Church. Nashville, Robinson is a self­
appointed missionary. His trip was made 
possible through the support of Valley 
View Baptist Church, the Romanian 
Baptist Church of Los Angeles, and other 
middle Tennessee Southern Baptist 
churches.

This mission trip was not his first. He 
has been involved in student summer 
missions for the past three years. In 1985. 
he worked with Romanian Baptists in 
Los Angeles. During this trip, he learned 
to sing in Romanian and performed tra­
ditional folk hymns before about 1,500 
Romanians at the Congress of Romanian 
Baptists held prior to the 1985 Baptist 
World Alliance in Los Angeles.

Robinson met Hopper, who secured 
permission for him to visit eastern 
Europe, at Mission ’85 in Nashville. 
Robinson told Hopper of the burden he 
felt for the people of eastern Europe, and 
Hopper arranged for the Yugoslavian 
Baptist Union to invite Robinson to that 
country.

The Belmont senior's interest in Com­
munist eastern Europe began at Wayne 
County High School, shortly after he 
became a Christian. During his junior 
year, he felt called into the ministry’. 
After reading The Persecutor, by ex­
Soviet policeman Sergei Kuordakov, he 
discovered a specific group of people he 
would like to reach.

“The Persecutor really opened my 
eyes to the desperate situation in Com­
munist eastern Europe.” Robinson said. 
“I felt like Paul in the Macedonian call 
when the people said. “Come minister to 
us.’

“I taught myself enough Russian to 
write to brothers and sisters imprisoned 
for their faith in the Soviet Union.” he 
continued. “I still write to many pris­
oners.”

His letters to prisoners usually include 
a short Scripture passage and words of 
encouragement. Though he is not posi­
tive the prisoners receive his letters, he 
says it is “very probable” that they do.

“Depending on the severity of their 
punishment, they are usually given let­
ters sent through prison camp mail.” 
said Robinson, who has done much re­
search on the subject. “From published 
accounts. I have learned that often just 
seeing the letters is enough to keep them 
going.”

He had planned to visit Romania this 
summer but was not allowed to enter the 
country. He was not discouraged, how­
ever. because he still will work with 
Romanians in Austria and in the United
States.

“The Romanian Baptist church is one 
of the greatest New Testament churches 
I have ever seen,” he said. “It is the fast­
est growing Baptist church in Europe. 
The Romanians are persistent to witness 
to the people around them. The young 
people even hand out tracts to Amer­
icans on the beach.”

Robinson hopes to learn a lot from 
eastern European Christians this sum­
mer. He also may pick up a few new pen 
pals.
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LODGING INFORMATION
1986 Tennessee Baptist Convention

Nov. 11-13, Freedom Hall, Johnson City

Interpretations
The slain Lamb

(615) 282-4611 or 
1(800) 325-3535

Hotel/Motel Single Double

Buffalo Mountain Resort
Route 2, Box 100
Unicoi, TN 37692 
(615) 928-6531

$ 30.00 $ 40.00

Camara Inn
2312 Browns Mill Road 
Johnson City, TN 37601 
(615) 282-2211

30.00 40.00

11E Motor Court
U. S. Highway 11E 
Johnson City, TN 37601 
(615) 928-2131

35.00 35.00

Holiday Inn 
2406 North Roan Street 
Johnson City, TN 37601 
(615) 282-2161

32.00 42.00

Broadway Motel 
2608 North Roan Street 
Johnson City, TN 37601 
(615) 282-4011

30.00 40.00

Sheraton Plaza Hotel 55.00 55.00
101 West Springbrook Dr. 
Johnson City, TN 37601

$5.00 per additional person

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“The Lamb slain from the foundation 

of the world" (Revelation 13:8).
Four times. Revelation speaks of the 

Lamb that was slain (5:6. 9, 12; 13:8) 
Each time the reference is to Christ

“Slain’ means having one’s throat cut 
This was how lambs were slain for sac­
rifice Of course, Jesus did not have His 
throat cut. But this word is used to show 
that He is the sacrificial Lamb for our 
sin.

Revelation 13:8 says He “was slain 
from the foundation of the world’’

Interfaith leader 
warns of CAUSA

► In making your reservations, please state that you will be attend­
ing the TENNESSEE BAPTIST CONVENTION. The reservations are 
blocked in that name,
► Please make reservations DIRECTLY with the hotel/motel.

► Pastors' Conference will meet Monday, Nov. 10, at University 
Parkway Baptist Church, 209 University Parkway, Johnson City.
► Woman's Missionary Union will meet Monday, Nov. 10, at Central 
Baptist Church, 300 North Roan Street Johnson City.

CHURCH STEEPLES
• BAPTISTRIES
• WALL CROSSES

BAPTISTRY WATER HEATERS
COLOHiaL. CORTEmPaHARV. Ano 
RIOOERH OESIGRS
ERECTION WITH COMPLY 
CRAKES ARD CREWS AVAILABLE.
WRITE OR CALL FOR COLOR 
LITERATURE AHO PROPOSALS:
TOLL FREE
800-241-3152

r Iff GEORGIA CALL
COLLECT:

AM-993-99GQ
GLASSTECH PLASTICS. IRC.

P.O. BOX 910.
ROSWELL GA 30077

Is Your Church Considering
A New Organ?

Allen Organ is the choice of more 
churches than any other make. It is neither 
electronic nor pipe but a "Third Kind of

ALLEN ORGAN
I P.O. BOX 40894,
| NASHVILLE, TN 37204-0894
| NAME _______ _________________________
I CHURCH __ __________________ _
I ADDRESS ______________________________
I CITY ______________________ ZIP_________
[ PHONE ( ) .______________________

WOLFE BROS. & CO.
PINEY FLATS, TENN.

Manufacturers of DISTINCTIVE

CHURCH FURNITURE
Suv* t SR8 Write for free estimate.

HANDBELLS FOR SALE
If you are thinking about starting a handbell 
ministry, come to the people who know 
about handbells best.

Malmark Handbells, 
represented by Bert Coble, 

Lebanon, (615) 444-2842

BAPTISTRIESN
WATER HEATERS

STEEPLES
( • FACTORY DIRECT SALES • 
{ECONOMICAL • OUR 24 tn YEAR)
ECONOGLAS INDUSTRIES

<^55—-.? BOX 1321. ROSWELL. GA 30077
^[(1 -800-221 -4153 )

mus i i i:\rn in:
At a price 

Any Church Can Afford 
Write or call

wb ms.
MFG. (0.

Tel. (501) 675-2468 I
Booneville, Arkansas !

72927 [

ATLANTA - Southern Baptist pastors 
and other church leaders have been re­
ceiving visits from representatives of 
CAUSA, an anti-Communist organization 
established by Sun Myung Moon, accord­
ing to Norman Langston, associational 
interfaith witness representative for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

Although CAUSA officially is separate 
from Moon’s Unification Church, it is 
linked both financially and through its 
personnel to the sect, Langston warned. 
“Be aware that your participation in 
CAUSA may lend legitimacy to the Unifi­
cation Church,” he said.

Langston explained that one of the 
goals of the Unification Church is to 
unify all Christian denominations and 
ultimately all religions of the world. The 
“unification” will be based on revela­
tions Moon has claimed to have received, 
many of whicl. have been compiled in the 
book. Divine Principle, Langston noted.

Communism is seen by Unificationists 
as the Antichrist that must be defeated 
before God’s kingdom can be realized on 
earth. Therefore. Moon founded CAUSA 
in 1980, according to Langston.

For more information, contact the 
Home Mission Board’s interfaith witness 
department or James Redding, inter­
faith witness coordinator for the Tennes­
see Baptist Convention.

(kosmou, cosmos). This means this was 
true even before God created the uni­
verse and man. In His omniscience, God 
knew that man whom He would create 
would sin and be lost from Him. Since the 
wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), 
someone had to die for man’s sin. It had 
to be one who was sinless.

Imagine a council within the Godhead. 
God the Son (Christ) said He would be 
the Sacrifice. With that consent. He 
became the Lamb slain for man’s sin, 
slain before the foundation of the cos­
mos. Thus, forgiveness was in the heart 
of God before sin was in the heart of 
man.

However, this sacrifice must be 
wrought out in time in order that man 
might know, believe, and be saved. 
Hence the incarnation of God in the per­
son of Jesus Christ.

The Mosaic law had a system of ani­
mal sacrifice. But it only pointed toward 
the true sacrifice of Christ.

Hebrews 10:5-7 uses what then was an 
allowable combination of portions of 
Psalms to express it. God did not accept 
animal sacrifice. Animals are dumb 
brutes whose lives were taken, not given, 
with no understanding as to what was in­
volved.

Necessary was a Person, a divine Per­
son, Who would give His life with full 
understanding of what it involved. 
Hence, “a body thou hast prepared 
Me ... Then said I, Lo, I come (in the 
volume of the book it is written of Me) to 
do Tfiy will, O God’’ (Hebrews 13:5, 8).

Truly, He was the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world!

A FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRIES

WATER HEATERS
* V XOIAL TOLL FREE'S

s / „ < 1 800 231 6035

LITTLE GIANT MANUFACTURING CO.. INC. 
Dept. 61 / Box 518 / Orange, Texas 77630 

IN TEXAS: (409) 883-4246

Outdoor Drama of Jesus

14th Anniversary 
June 13-August 23, 1986 

Smoky ^Mountain 
^passion J>lay

and presenting

Damascus Road
The Story of Paul 

AT TOWNSEND, TENNESSEE
Special Church discount lor groups of 15 or 
more. For reservations and information 
write or call:

Smoky Mountain Passion Play 
Townsend, TN 37882

Telephone 615*448*2244 or 615-984-4111

Morton Rose accepts 
MWBTS teaching post

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Morton F. Rose, 
vice-president in the office of church pro­
grams and services at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, has been named visiting 
professor of church administration at 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary for the 1986-87 academic year.

Rose will retire from the Sunday 
School Board Oct. 1. In October he will 
assume teaching responsibilities in 
church administration and religious 
education at Midwestern.

CHURCH FURNITURE 11
Solid wood or uphoiatered pews, pulpit 
furniture, loose or fixed pew cushions.

Baptlatrlea-Staaplea-Carpet 
All Work Quaranteed 

For Moro Information Writs or Call 
VIRGINIA CHURCH FURNITURE lie. 

190 1 St Street N W . Pulaski. VA 24301 
Phon® toll free 1-800-523-3284

ORGAN FOR SALE
M-5 Hammond Spinet Organ 

$500
Call B. J. Fly 

(615) 794-5324 after 6 pm

CHURCH VAN FOR SALE 
1980 Dodge. 15-passenger, automatic, 
power, air, cruise, tinted glass all 
around, excellent van.

Call Clarence Kirk 
615-762-2729 or 852-4313

RAINSVILLE 
CHURCH PEW COMPANY

220 Rainbow Avenue. South Wesl 
Rainsville, Alabama 35986 

Phone (205) 638-2467 or 638-1910. collect 
We offer new pews or we can upholster, 
yeupholeler, and rellnlsh your existing



Baptist and Reflector (Advertisement) Page 9

s 
k 
d
e •

1.
»e 
le
i, 
s- 
rt 
)f

>e
D
i. i
r- j

i-
•d

m
of |
?t
tb 1 
n.
n-

ill 
d. 
?d 
be 
to

ie

■o- 
ay 
ng 
at 
li-

ay 
ill 
in 
us

July 2. 1986

CHATTANOOGA 
FRANKLIN

I MEMPH|S I Il Rjy I JOHNSON CITY
GREENEVILLE 
BURRVILLE

Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes

Centra! Office 
205 Franklin Road 

Brentwood, TN 37027
Gerald L. Stow

Executive Director-Treasurer

A Ministry of the
Tennessee Baptist Convention

Good Ole Summertime
This year’s receipts 

from the Mother's 
Day Offering contin- 
ue to arrive in the 
Central Office. This |y_ ’ 
is always a case for 
rejoicing and thanks- mH
giving. If your church 
has not mailed your
Mother's Day offering 4
contribution, please
do so before July 31 Dr. Gerald Stow 
when we close our books on the offer­
ing. We have received $578,641 to date 
toward our goal of $680,000.

Recently we received into our core an 
eight-month-old child that had been se- 
verly burned through neglect and abuse 
by the child's parents. I am so thankful 
that this tiny life can receive wonderful 
love and care through our foster care 
program.

We will be in the middle of our sum­
mer camp as you read these lines. So 
many of you have helped us to make the 
camp a meaningful experience for our 
children. This is truly the highlight of 
their summer. Thank you for your gener­
ous help.

Many of our churches are responding 
with work groups and other meaningful 
activities on the campuses. First Baptist 
Church, Columbia, is providing a bi­
monthly birthday party for all the chil­
dren who have birthdays in those two 
months. This wonderful gesture means 
so much to our children.

Friends of our home continue to bless 
us by remembering TBCH in their wills. 
Recently a dear lady from Dyersburg, 
Mrs. Rubye Waldron Campbell, left to 
our institution a donation in an amount 
equal to 10% of the sale price of her 
home. Gifts such as these enable us to 
do special things on the campuses that 
otherwise we could not accomplish. The 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation offers as­
sistance to anyone in will and estate 
preparation.

Thank you again for praying for our 
children and staff. Pray that God will 
send us Godly houseparents to parent 
our children.

FAMILY CRISIS?
Let us help — call 

1-800-624-8591
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.

Recreation Time
If it's physical, it's therapy. The struc­

ture provided by recreational activities 
enables each participant to experience 
cooperation, competition, increased 
self-esteem, and the release of energy 
and tension.

In a recent "Marvelous Monday” on 
the West Tennessee Campus, children 
and youth participated in an all-day 
competition. Activities for the day in­
cluded frisbee golf, free throw shooting, 
horseshoes, box hockey, and an obsta­
cle course. Prizes were awarded to the 
child finishing first in either the youth or 
children's division.

At left, Mark Vigus, recreation direc­
tor, tallies the scores prior to the dis­
tribution of trophies.

Giving
The staff at TBCH was so blessed by 

this child's letter that we wanted to 
share it.
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Davis is the 8-year-old son of Ed and 
Rose Ann Clark of Tazewell. He is an ac­
tive member of his Sunday School class 
at First Baptist Church. His Sunday 
School teacher, Susan Long, says that he 
is very eager to help his church and 
learn about giving from the heart.

TBCH says, "Thank you David for a lov­
ing spirit and a wonderful witness for 
the Lord."

Dr. Gerald Stow presents a copy of the 1977 IRS form 990 to attorney, Frank 
Ingraham. Dr. Tom Madden, Executive Secretary/Treasurer to the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention joins in a time of appreciation to Mr. Ingraham and others 
who assisted in the long fought court battle. The Tennessee Baptist Convention 
joined with the Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes in the lawsuit that ended 
in a favorable decision for TBCH both in the lower court and the appeals court. 
The court's decision along with a change in the revenue procedure guarantees 
exemption to TBCH and other religious institutions from filing form 990.

DAY CAMP '86 Meet Our Graduates
On June 16-20 all the elementary 

students on the Middle Tennessee Cam­
pus enjoyed a week of Day Camp. This is 
the sixth year of Day Camp for our cam­
pus. Each year Jr. High and Sr. High 
young people from Woodmont Baptist 
Church in Nashville have served as 
counselors. This year we used as our 
theme "American Heritage — Tennes­
see." We learned about famous people 
from Tennessee who have helped shape 
American History.

We are deeply indebted to these 
young people for their willingness to 
spend a week of their summer serving 
the Lord with gladness as camp coun­
selors. Already the young people and 
campers are looking forward to day 
camp next year.

“What God has done for me since I have 
been at the Baptist Children’s Home.”

This month the Jennings Ministry to 
Older Girls is one year old. "The Objec­
tive of the Jennings Ministry is to bring 
healing; spiritual, emotional, physical, 
and social; in Jesus' Name, to adoles­
cent girls and their families.” God has 
blessed this ministry in a marvelous 
way. Recently a young lady expressed 
her Christian experience in the follow­
ing testimony.

“He has made me realize that life 
is worth living. He’s given me hopes 
to look forward to. He’s helped me to 
accomplish goals. He’s helped me 
come out of my depression.

When I came to the home I really 
didn’t believe there was a God, be­
cause things were going every way 
but the right way. I realize now that 
there is one. When I don’t feel like 
things are going right, I know I can 
turn to Him, and without a doubt, 
He’ll do His best to help me, if He 
feels that it is right. He has given me 
a brand new life. And now I am look­
ing forward to the life He has planned 
for me. ”

Thank you, Baptist friends, for your 
strong support and shared ministry to 
this young lady and to many other chil­
dren who have problems and needs.

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes is 
happy to share about our 1986 high 
school graduates.

Michael Davis, 
Tyner High 
Chattanooga

Doug Scholz 
Brentwood High 
Brentwood

Mark Gibson
Brentwood High 
Brentwood

Cheryl Wainwright 
Brentwood High 
Brentwood

Michael Davis from the Chattanooga 
campus, graduated from Tyner High 
School in Chattanooga. Michael will be 
attending a vocational school this fall for 
some job skill training. Michael says that 
church plays an important role in his life. 
He is a member of the youth choir at his 
church and enjoys singing.

Mark Gibson is from the Franklin cam­
pus and graduated from Brentwood High 
School, Brentwood. Mark will be com­
pleting basic training for the Army 
Reserves this summer. He plans to at­
tend Middle Tennessee State University 
in the fall.

Doug Scholz, also from the Franklin 
campus graduated from Brentwood High 
School where he was sports editor for 
the school paper and co-captain of the 
track team. Doug plans to enter Ten­
nessee Technological University for the 
summer term and continue there in the 
fall.

Cheryl Wainwright graduated from 
Brentwood High School and is from the 
Franklin campus. Cheryl recently re­
ceived the Mike Grace Scholarship from 
the Apcom Company in Franklin. Cheryl 
will use the scholarship at Columbia 
State Community College in the fall.
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"■■RIRI E BOOK SERIES= -
Lesson for July 6

Judgment on Edom
By Fred M. Wood

author, preacher, teacher, Memphis
Basic Passage: Obadiah 1-21
Focal Passages: Obadiah 1-4, 8-10, 13-17
A man once said, “I have never killed 

anyone, but I read the obituaries regu­
larly and several times recently I have 
smiled.”

When Edom saw Jerusalem suffering 
from military plunder, she did more than 
smile. She laughed 
out loud and, worse 
than that, helped Is- gA
rael’s enemy. F —
Against this back- 4*

ground. Obadiah then '
spoke strongly con- —alW
ceming this age-long MH 
enemy of God's peo- HR

The Edomites were rOIp. 
descendants of Ja- Wood 
cob’s twin brother, Esau. They had set­
tled in a section of land south of the Dead 
Sea that was about 100 miles long and 
about 40 miles wide. Mountains and val­
leys characterized the land. Some farm­
ing took place, but revenue from trade 
caravans brought in most of Edom’s 
wealth She could plunder by-passers 
when she wished and retreat into the 
mountains where she was almost com­
pletely invulnerable. Pride and arro­
gance dominated her national life.

Edom’s pride and coming judgment 
(w.1-4)

The one-chapter message of Obadiah 
came from God. He had pronounced 
Edom’s doom because of her attitude 
through the centuries, culminating in 
this inexcusable behavior that took place 
when Israel was invaded by an enemy. 
Most scholars believe the historical 
event was when Nebuchadnezzar at­
tacked Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and 
brought final destruction to the city.

From the day their ancestors wrestled 
in Rebekah’s womb, these two nations 
had scorned and scourged each other. 
The relentlessness of their hatred knew 
no analogy. Though Israel was not with­
out fault. Edom had been more aggres­
sive in keeping up the blood feud. Feeling 
secure in their natural fortifications, 
they thought nothing could dislodge 
them. Thus they could oppress and ex­
ploit without ever being called upon to 
give an account for their greed.

Obadiah, however, spoke forcefully for 
God. He would drag them down from 
their heights of presumptuous godless­
ness.

A total destruction (vv.5-9)
Obadiah looked into the future and saw 

the plunderer’s final product. Ordinary 
thieves and robbers limit themselves to a 
practical amount of loot. They take only 
what they want or need. Not so with 
Edom’s future executioners! They would 
follow a ‘‘scorched earth” policy. Noth­
ing would be left!

Many scholars feel verse 7 refers to the 
Babylonians, who made temporary alli-

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 

lighting, stained glass, 
folding doors, 

VAN WINKLE carpet
CHURCH

FURNISHINGS &
PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263 

ance with Edom and then turned against 
her. Though we cannot be sure of that 
position, Obadiah’s words in the next two 
verses made it both plain and positive 
that God would visit Edom in judgment.

Reasons for Edom's punishment 
(vv.10-14)

Edom deserved what was coming! 
Their sin was twofold. First, they re­
fused to help their brother in his time of 
crisis. More than that, however, they had 
actually given assistance to the enemy.

Neutrality, when great issues are at 
stake, is bad enough. All that is nec­
essary for the triumph of evil is for good 
people to do nothing When those who 
should stand for godliness, however, sur­
render to the forces of evil, they com­
pound their crime. A preacher once said, 
“If you can’t support our church’s pro­
gram, in the name of our Lord, don’t 
fight it or help those who are opposing 
it.”

Universal day of wrath (w.15-16)
Obadiah saw more than punishment, 

for Edom. A dominant theme of the proph­
ets from Amos on was that the ‘‘Day of 
the Lord” would come to the entire 
world. Its thrust was twofold. God would 
punish the wicked and reward the right­
eous.

This vindication of God’s holy char­
acter would extend to all the nations. 
Verses 15 and 16 may contain a double 
metaphor, but the meaning is clear. 
Edom sinned and God would use other 
nations to judge her. As Israel had suf­
fered, all the nations would suffer also. 
God had the whole world in His hand. 
When He felt the time was right, He 
would punish sin and eliminate those 
who opposed Him.

An author recently asked the question 
in his book’s title,‘‘Why Do Bad Things 
Happen to Good People?” The answer is, 
“They don’t always, but when they do, 
the suffering is limited.”

On God’s day. He will act to justify His 
people and vindicate His name. Sin can­
not win permanently because God is both 
holy and powerful!

Israel’s day is coming (vv.17-21)
God called Abraham to be the channel 

through whom He would bring world­
wide redemption. Israel was His chosen 
people for a special mission. He refused 
to change His goal or forsake His people. 
Sometimes the nation sinned greatly, 
causing God to discipline her. He never, 
however, took His eye off her nor forgot 
His promise.

The greatest blessing to Israel would 
not be a restoration of her national boun­
daries nor geographical expansion. Her 
noblest asset was her spiritual contribu­
tion. Through her would come Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.

God would preserve a remnant after 
the Babylonian captivity. Through that 
small spared group, a nucleus would 
arise. That nucleus would form the king­
dom of God for the future. Israel would 
yet realize all God planned for her. Re­
demption for the world would come 
through the seed of Abraham. Paul said, 
“that seed was Christ” (Galatians 3:16).
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UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for July 6

Hope for the future
By Don Gamer, assistant professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City
Basic Passage: Jeremiah 31
Focal Passages: Jeremiah 31:2-6, 31-34

Jeremiah knew both extremes of the 
emotional spectrum in his personal ex­
perience of the faith walk with God. He 
experienced the de 
pressing depths of 
despair (see 15:15-18 
and 20:7-18 for exam­
ples), and he also 
knew the heartening 
heights of hope.

This lesson fo­
cuses upon the hope 
for the future which 
God gave Jeremiah 
to share with Judah Garner 
during her darkest days as a people. 
Chapters 29-32 comprise a section in 
Jeremiah’s book which records his hope 
messages, including his vision for a new 
covenant.

A letter to the exiles (29:1-23)
In 597 B.C., about 10,000 leaders of 

Judah were captured by Nebuchadnez­
zar’s army and taken to Babylon. Their 
removal was an effort on Babylon’s part 
to keep Judah under tight control.

Jeremiah wrote a letter of hope and en­
couragement to those exiles who were 
held so far from home.

The essence of Jeremiah’s counsel can 
be paraphrased, “Settle in for a long ex­
ile separated from your roots. But keep 
your chins up even though your hearts 
are heavy. Don’t succumb to a despair­
ing resignation which will produce inac­
tivity in you. Rather, stay active with life 
as usual as much as is possible. Grow 
and improve, don’t decline. Work to 
build up and improve the bad situation 
you find yourselves in and your own lives 
will experience a corresponding better­
ment. Don’t listen to the lies of the false 
prophets! But trust in God who has plans 
for your future that are positive and full 
of hope. Put your full hope and trust in 
God.”

A purchase of a field (32:Iff)
Nebuchadnezzar’s armies from Baby­

lon eventually overran the countryside of 
Judah in 587 B.C., devastating the entire 
land, the city of Jerusalem, and the Tem­
ple. Survivors were rounded up as POWs 
and marched off to Babylon to join the 
10,000 leaders held in exile there since 
597 B.C.

While those armies were seriously pos­
ing a threat to Judah in 587 B.C., Jere­
miah took an unusual and apparently 
foolish action - he made a long-term 
real estate investment in some of the

BMH promotes Tuttle
MEMPHIS - William Tuttle has been 

promoted to assistant vice-president of 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis. 
He was previously an administrative 
assistant.

His areas of responsibility will include 
environmental services, food and nutri­
tion services, laundry, professional 
buildings, and security. He is also the ad­
ministrative liaison for engineering.

Tuttle is a graduate of Memphis State 
University; Oklahoma Baptist Universi­
ty, Shawnee; and Washington Universi­
ty, St. Louis, Mo.

' SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY & 
STAY AT KELLER'S COUNTY DORM RESORT

(for Groups of 12 or more)!
NEW AIR CONDITIONING, IN-GROUND POOL, 

$7.50 TICKETS, lodging, and meals ALL 
FOR $21 EACH! Call 501/253-8418 today! 
Rt. 4, Box 554, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 

very territory threatened with capture.
In chapter 32 the details of the land 

transaction are given (vv 6-15), then a 
prayer from Jeremiah (vv. 16-25) and 
God’s reply (vv.26-44) are both recorded

The significance of this passage for 
this week’s lesson is that despite the dark 
defeat of Judah by Babylon, God prom­
ised one day to restore the nation and 
bring the people back to their homeland 
to dwell in safety. Once again, God de­
clared, fields will be bought, crops har­
vested, and fortunes restored to His own 
(see vv.36-44).

Jeremiah’s purchase of the deed to 
some of that land, in the dark days when 
it was being lost, was a witness of faith 
concerning the brighter days that were 
yet to dawn in God’s hopeful future for 
His people. Jeremiah “bought into” his 
heritage out of the past and found there 
his anchor for hope for the future.

A new covenant (chapters 30-31)
Jeremiah made it clear that, having 

been disciplined for their covenant­
breaking, the people of God one day 
would have the opportunity to respond to 
a new assurance of God’s grace. Pun­
ished and purified by exile, they may be 
receptive to a new depth of relationship 
with Him.

One day in the future, Jeremiah said, 
God will give us a relationship that is 
guaranteed by His action in grace rather 
than by man’s obedience to the Law, 

The “I will’s’’ of God’s successful ac­
tion win supercede the “Thou shalt 
not’s” of humankind’s failed behavior 
(31:33-34).

A God of hope
In his preaching of hope, Jeremiah an­

ticipated the promise that later was ful­
filled so completely when “in the fulness 
of time God sent forth His Son, born of 
woman” (Galatians 4:4). God’s good­
ness will break brightly in upon His peo­
ple, Jeremiah preached, even though 
dark days may cloud that ultimate pros­
pect from our immediate sight.

With sureness, “God is working all 
things together for good for those who 
love Him and are called according to His 
purpose” (Romans 8:28). God always 
has plans for His people - plans for good 
and not for evil, to give to His responsive 
and faithful people a future and a hope 
(Jeremiah 29:11).

Be assured that God’s goodness will 
break in upon those who expectantly 
await it in faith and uprightness of heart. 
If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely 
come (Habakkuk 2:3b). And know that 
the machinations of men ultimately will 
neither determine nor deter God’s pur­
poses for a positive prospect for His com­
mitted people!

There is hope in this promise for God’s 
covenant people in any age - hope for in­
dividuals, for families, for congrega­
tions, and for our denomination.

Couple honors son, 
endows SBTS chair

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) - Mr. and Mrs. 
Hill Williams of Fort Smith, Ark., have 
committed $500,000 to establish an en­
dowed professorship at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

The Donald L. Williams Chair of Old 
Testament Interpretations will recog­
nize the Williams’ son, who taught at 
Southern seminary from 1961 until his 
death in 1983 from cancer.
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life and work series— =
Lesson for July 6

Christians and government
By Danny Bush, associate minister 
First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge 

Matthew 22:15-22; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Acts 4:1-31; Romans 13:1-7 
Matthew 22:17-21; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Acts 4:18-20

Basic Passages: 
Focal Passages:

It was a beautiful Sunday evening. The 
Bible study and worship services had 
been uplifting throughout the day. I was 
to meet my wife and a friend at a restau­
rant for the celebration of our friend’s 
birthday.

There was really 
no hurry, so I unbut­
toned the top button 
of my shirt, loosened 
my tie, and was 
turning the radio 
tuning knob to find 
some quiet music 
while driving.

The only car in 
front of me was a 
short distance down the long open 
stretch of road leading out of town 
toward Knoxville. Everything seemed 
right with the world.

The silence of the evening was broken 
all of a sudden by a siren and the dark­
ness was pierced by flashing blue lights 
behind me. The driver in front and I eased 
over toward the side of the'road with the 
intention of letting the emergency vehi­
cle pass us. When it did not pass we were 
not certain what to do.

The operator of the police car knew 
what he was doing and he began flashing 
his headlights too. It was me he wanted 
to pull over and stop, so I did. I got out of 
my car and the officer and I met. Ac­
cording to radar, my car had exceeded 
the speed limit. He showed me the speed 
at which I had been clocked.

I told him that I had to fake him at his 
word and the radar report as accurate, 
for I did not really know how fast I was 
traveling. My eyes had not been looking 
at my speedometer.

Immediate Opening
with Home Mission Board

Please send me a copy of the Prospectus.

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________:_

City ________________________________________________________________________

State Z i p

SYSTEMS ANALYST
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: Preparation of system 
design and programming specifications; instructing 
programmers and operations personnel during 
systems programming and testing.

REQUIREMENTS: Four years experience in COBOL 
programming; formal training and/or experience 
in systems design; experience in micro-computer 
programming; undergraduate degree in Computer 
Science, Information Systems or related business 
degree; experience on HP3000/48 a plus.

Become part of an aggressive DP shop committed 
to excellence in service. Send resume to:

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
HOME MISSION BOARD SBC
1350 SPRING ST. N.W.
ATLANTA, GA 30367

I laughed and told him that my mother 
had always taught me not to argue with a 
man wearing a badge and carrying a 
gun. He was kind of startled by my re­
sponse and asked me where 1 lived, 
where I had been, and where was I going. 
Not really having anything to hide, I told 
him I had just been to church, was a resi­
dent of Oak Ridge, and was on my way to 
Knoxville to meet my wife and a friend 
at a restaurant to celebrate her birthday.

He said that he regretted giving me a 
ticket and told me I should be more ob­
servant. I told him I really did not want a 
ticket (who does?) but I knew he was only 
doing his job. We talked and even laughed 
together as he wrote out the citation.

As I pulled away to proceed to my des­
tination I was more observant. This is as 
it should be. As the sign says, ‘Speed 
kills.” Automobiles are important to 
contemporary society but they are also 
dangerous pieces of equipment if not 
used properly. To help make certain cars 
are used as they should be, our country 
has laws and government officials to en­
force those laws. An advanced civiliza­
tion is something for which we can be 
thankful to God and intelligent-thinking 
people.

Getaway Vacation
2 days - 1 night

$ Q 050 A

• Tu • 1 dav passes to Six FLi
• Additional discount a. a ‘able 

Convenient^ located to all mterstates and attractions 
For reservations or more information, call ihe 

HARLEY HOTEL OF ATLANTA 
(404) 762-5154 or toll free 1-800-321-2323

Ask yourself these questions: As a 
Christian am I free to do as I please 
regardless of civil law and with dis­
regard for other people? How should my 
obedience to the laws of God and my 
grace relationship with Him through 
Christ affect my respect for govern­
ment? When my government and its 
laws are in direct opposition to my rela­
tionship to God and practice of freedom 
of worship, am I to be docile or construc­
tively involved within the system in 
order to bring about change? What is the 
Christian response to unfair or unequal 
treatment of persons within his own 
country and in other countries?

This lesson and the four which follow 
challenge us to study Biblical instruction 
about Critical National Issues.” These 
issues - Christians and government, 
hunger racism, natural resources, peace-

GAULEE RETREAT
Specializing in spiritual emphasis the 

Galilee Retreat is the premier Christian Re 
treat on the Gulf Coast.

Located in Panama City Beach directly on 
the Gulf of Mexico the Galilee provides for 
ali your needs including 3 great meals a day 
and all your linens and towels for your com 
fort.

For information and reservations call or 

wrl,*: GALILEE RETREAT
17784 W. Alt. Hwy 98 W.

Panama City Beach, FL 32407 
(904) 234-5168 / 769-5088
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$4,500,000

HOME MISSION BOARD OF THE
‘ SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Church Loan Collateralized Bonds
SERIES B

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available funds 
of Home Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist 
churches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention for the financ­
ing of sites and the construction of buildings in keeping with the Bold 
Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interest on the bonds will be payable semi-annually. The bonds will be 
offered with maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years 
and the interest rate will vary from 9 per cent to 11 per cent depending 
upon the maturity date as set forth in the Prospectus

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling ar writing:

CITIZENS AND SOUTHERN SECURITIES CORPORATION 
ATTN: COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT
33 North Avenue, N.E., 18th Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-0216 
404/897-3200, ext. 3520

makers - challenge us to take Chris­
tianity from the theoretical and comfort­
able religious complacency to reality 
and practical application.

From passages studied in this first 
lesson, it is plainly clear that Jesus and 
the Apostle Peter instruct followers to 
behave like true disciples in then alle­
giance to government (Matthew 22 17-21), 
in their obedience co God and govern­
ment (1 Peter 2:13-17), and in their inde­
pendence as believers who unashamedly 
proclaim the living Christ (Acts 4 18-20).

RECORDING TECHNICIAN
The Foreign Mission Board needs a 
Recording Technician to do original 
audio production recording, editing 
mixing and dubbing. Also location 
audio for video and motion picture pro­
duction. Studio single and multi-frack 
recording, editing and mixing experi­
ence necessary. Two to five years 
work experience required.
Send resume to Dorothy Murphy for­
eign Mission Board Box 6767. Rich­
mond. VA 23230. or cal^804) 254-9408.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Finest Construction 

Lowest Prices 
Free Estimates
Plain or Padded 

Refiiusmng. Upholstering 
Cushioning You 

Present Pews

CISCO
615 359-3075 Lewisburg, TN 37091
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Surgeon mends ;“s, strengthens families
By Terri Lackey

HOUSTON (BP)- Mending broken 
bodies is Bill Cole’s profession. Strength­
ening the family spirit is his dedication.

An orthopedic surgeon for nearly 15 
years, the Houston doctor has spent the 
main portion of his adult life revitalizing 
the sick.

When innovative, new medical proce­
dures come his way, Cole adapts them 
into his practice, much like he incor­
porates creative ideas into his church’s 
family ministry program.

Chairman of the Houston’s River Oaks 
Baptist Church family ministry task 
force, Cole is devoted to making church 
members feel like a family. He insists on 
doing it with flair.

“There are no pre-set ideas to minis­
tering to the family,” Cole says. “Wre 
develop ideas out of our own hearts and 
not out of textbooks.”

The family ministry program of River 
Oaks church was highlighted during 
Christian Home Emphasis, a six-week 
program conducted between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day in June, focusing 
on the family and developed by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
family ministry department.

About three years ago, River Oaks 
Pastor Doug Tipps asked Cole to con­
sider becoming a deacon.

“Well, I didn’t know what a deacon 
really did, so I went down to the nearest 
Christian book store and bought about 
eight books on the subject,” Cole recalls.

“One book, I remember very clearly, 
had a small section on the deacon’s fami­
ly ministry program, and it seemed like 
the words just jumped right out of the 
page like a great, big neon sign.

“It was then I knew our church needed

PLANNING — Houston's River Oaks Baptist Church family ministry task force 
members gather to discuss future church programs. From left are Sarah Bell,
Mayron Cole, and Bill Cole.
a family ministry program,” he says.

Cole adds he knew “at that moment” 
God was calling him to lead River Oaks’ 
family ministry program, and after a 
couple of months’ hesitation “and 
reading several more books,” he finally 
decided to plunge in.

Cole established an eight-member 
family ministry task force, and the first 
resolution was to lead the members of 
the church or “the church family” to un­
derstand “that they must live their 
Christian lives at home.’’

“We wanted to teach Christianity, not 
necessarily through sermons, but by ex­
ample,” Cole says. “We also wanted to 

emphasize the church family in our pro­
grams, and not the nuclear family.”

He says the task force is “very com­
mitted” to including children, seniors, 
and singles, as well as the traditional 
family in the family ministry program.

One of the main features of the River 
Oaks program is that it uses its members 
to lead seminars and programs.

“We had already reached a decision 
that we wanted to have lay people of our 
church involved in our family ministry 
program,” Cole explains. “The thing 
that makes a program work is lay in­
volvement.

“It is very mportant that we cultivate 

talent within our church, use our own 
people. Every church has talent.”

For example, Cole says a member 
stockbroker led a creative financing 
seminar, a former restaurateur led a 
creative cooking seminar, and Tipps led 
a creative living seminar.

Cole claims his wife, Mayron, was the 
brainchild behind a successful play, 
“Cleaning Out the Closet in Spring,” per­
formed by children of the church.

Although an outside playwright was 
hired actually to write the play, the task 
force used Mayron Cole’s idea of ridding 
oneself of fears by “cleaning out the 
closet.”

“Education is an important part of a 
family ministry program,” he stresses. 
“We need to teach people before the 
crises happen.”

Cole says adapting programs for par­
ticular areas is important.

Many of the people of Houston are ex­
periencing financial crises because of 
the oil crunch, he notes, so planning 
seminars to deal with that is an effective 
ministry in River Oaks. Outreach and 
counseling also are important factors in 
a successful family ministry program, 
he adds.

Cole emphasizes a church cannot be 
afraid to fail when presenting innovative 
family ministry programs.

“A church can’t be discouraged if a 
marriage enrichment retreat or a 
seminar doesn’t go over well,” he says. 
“If a program fails, it’s probably 
because the particular needs of the 
church aren’t being met.

“You can’t always take a pre-pack­
aged deal and shove it down the throat of 
a church,” Cole adds. “You might have 
to do some modifying and changing to 
get it to fit your church’s needs.”

Texas Baptist builders erect hospitality house
By Ken Camp

HUNTSVILLE, Texas (BP)- Some 
drove more than 500 miles just to be part 
of the building project. Others read 
about it in the local newspaper and came 
to help after work.

Some were preachers, most were lay­
men, and a few had no church affiliation 
at all. They ranged in age from 13 to 81. 
The one thing uniting the builders was a 
common commitment - to erect the 
Huntsville, Texas, Hospitality House in 
24 hours.

Preliminary work was begun weeks 
before as the site was leveled, a retain­
ing wall was built, a concrete slab was 
poured, and underground plumbing was 
installed. A few days prior to the May 
23-24 building date, Texas Baptist Men 
building committee chairman Olen 
Miles and his team of retiree builders 
began prefabricating walls and nailing 
together trusses.

On Thursday, most of the 55 retiree 
couples stayed at their campsite near 
Cook Springs Baptist Church in Hunts­
ville, playing dominoes, resting up for 
the big day on Friday, and, as one build­
er said, “chomping at the bit” waiting to 
get started.

At 7:30 a.m. Friday, about 70 volun­
teers lined up for breakfast in front of the 
building site at the Texas Baptist
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Disaster Relief unit and portable field 
kitchen. By 8:30, they had been joined by 
another 50 volunteers who gathered on 
the bare concrete slab for a devotional 
service conducted by Bob Dixon, Texas 
Baptist Men executive director.

After leading the building crew in a 
rousing chorus of “The Family of God” 
and introducing the lead carpenters, 
electricians, and plumbers. Miles gave 
the order at 9 a.m. to begin work.

Within the first hour, the crew raised 
all of the outside walls and inside parti­
tions. By 10 a.m. they were installing 
windows, and by 11 a.m., they began lift­
ing the trusses into place.

As the builders worked, other sup­
ported the effort in their own ways. Some 
members of the Texas Baptist Disaster 
Relief team began preparing the noon 
meal.

Members of the Texas Baptist Avia­
tion Fellowship also undergirded the proj­
ect, providing several needed flights.

Brick masons, standing by to begin 
work at midmoming, were dismayed 
when word arrived that one of the trucks 
delivering brick had broken down 
somewhere between San Antonio and 
Huntsville. However, by 3 p.m. two 
trucks rolled up to the building site, and 
masons were able to begin shortly 
thereafter.

Donated by U.S. Brick, the white brick 
were made especially for the Hospitality 
House. Since the massive, red Walls 
Prison Unit is just a couple of blocks 
from the Hospitality House, the minis­
try’s board of trustees had specifically 

requested red brick be avoided.
By midafternoon, the second shift of 

volunteer builders began arriving, though 
many who started work at 9 a.m. contin­
ued on the job.

Joining the crew was Chris Conrad of 
Sumner, Washington. Conrad, a roofer 
who had been working in Huntsville for 
about five months and whose son is serv­
ing time at the Wynne Unit, read about 
the Hospitality House building project in 
the local newspaper. When he got off 
work, he drove to the building site with 
hammer in hand, ready to begin roofing.

“With a son in prison I just naturally 
wanted to help. I mean, sometimes I 
wonder if anybody cares. To hear some 
people talk, it makes you wonder if peo­
ple down here resent having prisons. It’s 
kind of neat to see that somebody really 
does care,” Conrad said.

Before sundown, electricians began to 
string lights and install wiring and fix­
tures, many of which were donated by 
Watson Electric of Dallas.

Ron Chapman, an electrician and a 
member of Casa View Baptist Church in 
Dallas, said he had the opportunity to 
witness to 15 people as he gathered sup­
plies prior to the building date. “I told 
people in the stores what we were doing 
and why I was getting the materials, and 
it gave me a chance to share Christ with 
several of them,” he said.

As the sun set and crew members took 
a supper break, 80-year-old Miles con­
tinued to walk around the site, pointing 
to things that still needed to be com­

pleted and looking anxiously at the 
driveway, waiting for the night crew tc 
arrive.

At about 9:30 p.m., 42 workers from 
Smith Baptist Association arrived tc 
relieve the second-shift crew. The Tyler 
area men, most of whom had come tc 
Huntsville after a full day at their jobs 
worked through the night, allowing 
others a few hours of much-needed sleep

After Saturday breakfast, a refreshed 
crew surveyed the work that had been 
done during the night and then started tc 
work again. In a flurry of activity, 
builders raced the clock to complete as 
much as possible prior to the 10 a.m. 
dedication service.

During the dedication time, nearly all 
the workers stopped to enjoy the service 
though at Dixon’s request, brick masor. 
Bill Ward of First Baptist Church, Var 
Alstyne, Texas, and his helpers con 
tinued to lay brick.

William M. Pinson Jr., executive 
director of the Baptist General Conven 
tion of Texas, read an account of the las 
judgment from Matthew 25, centering oi 
the words, “I was in prison and you visit 
ed Me.”

Pinson joined Hugh Durham, director 
of missions for Tryon-Evergreen Baptist 
Association, in hanging a plaque on a 
front post of the Hospitality House 
dedicating the building “to the glory ol 
God.”

Miles, choked with emotion, offered s 
prayer of dedication. Ending the project 
as it began, he led the crew in a chorus oi 
“The Family of God.”


