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Historians evaluate 
chance of SBC split

By Marv Knox
NASHVILLE (BP)- “If the Southern 

Baptist Convention splits, I’m going with 
the side that gets the Annuity Board. Ha. 
Ha.”

The little joke about the future of the 
convention has lost its punch for many 
Southern Baptists. They ask the question 
at the heart of the barb: Will the SBC 
really split?

The question grows out of theological- 
political controversy within the denomi­
nation. One group, which has captured 
the convention’s powerful presidency for 
eight straight years, seeks to turn the 
SBC in a more conservative direction. 
Another group sees no major doctrinal 
problems within the SBC and its institu­
tions and wants them like they were.

With its control of the president’s ap- 
pointive powers, the more conservative 
group has moved steadily toward control 
of SBC agency boards of trust. Following 
each annual meeting, the questions have 
grown more intense: What is the future 
of the SBC?

Three historians and a sociologist - 
all lifelong Southern Baptists - offer 
divergent views:

- “It will most certainly fragment,” 
predicted Bill J. Leonard, associate pro­
fessor of church history at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky.

Former Tennessee president, 
Russell Bradley Jones, dies

Russell Bradley Jones, former presi­
dent of the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, died July 17 in Spartanburg, S.C. He 
was 91 years old. 
Burial was in Kirk­
wood, Mo.

A prominent Ten­
nessee Baptist pas­
tor, he also taught at 
Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Jefferson City, 
from 1951-1960, serv­
ing as head of the 
Bible department.

Jones was elected Jon«» 
as first vice-president by the 1949 state 
convention. He assumed the office of 
president and presided over the 1950 
TBC, when the elected president, James 
L. Sullivan, moved from the state.

Active in denominational life, Jones 
was on the TBC Executive Board and 
served on the study committee which 
recommended that the state convention 
purchase the facilities of Ward-Belmont 
College in Nashville and establish a TBC 
college in middle Tennessee.

He was pastor of Island Home Baptist 
Church, Knoxville; First Baptist Church, 
Jefferson City; and Central Baptist 
Church, Chattanooga, in addition to

- “I certainly don’t foresee a formal 
split,” said Richard Land, vice-president 
for academic affairs at Criswell Center 
for Biblical Studies in Dallas.

- “For the short term, I don’t antici­
pate much change in participation in the 
denomination,” but it is too early to say 
what will happen in the long run, noted 
Nancy Ammerman, assistant professor 
of sociology of religion at Emory Univer­
sity’s Candler School of Theology in 
Atlanta.

- “There will be individual churches 
and pastors who drop their cooperation. 
But I was much encouraged by the last 
convention,” said Robert Baker, profes­
sor of church history emeritus at South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Leonard noted he prefers the term 
“fragment” over the term “split.” point­
ing out, “Our polity is too precarious: 
we’re too loosely organized to say a split 
can take place.”

He also stressed he has built his con­
clusion on observation of structural, 
organizational, and historical issues 
rather than spiritual or theological di­
mensions. “I’m looking at the example 
of other Protestant denominations,” he 
said. “The Congregationalists, Presby­
terians, and the American Baptists have 
all experienced this kind of tur- 

(Continued on page 2) 

pastorates in Kentucky, Maryland, and 
Georgia. He also served as summer 
pulpit supply at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle 
in London.

Jones was a missionary to the Philip­
pine Islands, serving as pastor of First 
Baptist Church in Manila and teaching in

(Continued on page 2)

Congress to reconcile tax plans
WASHINGTON (BP)- Senate and House of Representatives conferees 

began work July 17 in an attempt to reconcile differences in the two bodies’ ver­
sions of tax reform.

The conference committee is expected to take at least a month to complete its 
work. Should a compromise be reached, the conference report then would have 
to be approved by both houses and signed by the president.

Differences in provisions that would affect churches and their agencies and 
employees are among those to be worked out by the conferees. A major dif­
ference concerns the tax-exempt status of church pension groups - including 
the Southern Baptist Annuity Board.

While the Senate tax reform plan would retain current law allowing federal 
tax exemption for non-profit organizations offering “commercial-type in­
surance,” the House version would repeal that exemption. Specifying “annuity 
contracts shall be treated as providing insurance,” the House legislation would 
strip the Annuity Board and other similar church pension and welfare groups of 
their federal tax exemption.

OVER THE GOAL — Leaders of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Gerald Stow 
(left), executive director-treasurer, and Ed Jennings, trustee, rejoice as the chart 
indicates that the $680,000 goal for the 1986 Mother's Day Offering has been 
passed. As of July 21, $700,888 had been received. The offering period ends July 31.

Tennessean writes music 
to point children to God

By Charles Willis
CULLEOKA (BP)- “Music has re­

vealed so much of who God is in my life 
and has given me so many points of wor­
ship as I have grown up,” said Teresa 
Gilbreath, a writer for the June, July, 
August issue of The Music Leader.

“As I think about the children I’ve 
worked with over the years, especially 
those who have accepted Christ through 
the choir, it has given me incentive,” she 
said of her contributions to Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board church 
music publications.

Gilbreath, her husband, Clinton, and 
their 4-year-old son, Andrew, live on a 
farm in the quiet community of Culleoka. 
She is a volunteer children’s choir coor­
dinator at First Baptist Church of Co­

lumbia, and is preschool director for 
Pleasant Heights Baptist Church, also in 
Columbia. Clinton is a deacon at First 
Baptist Church.

Gilbreath talked about her work with 
children during the Sunday School Board 
report at the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion in Atlanta.

A longtime writer for Southern Bap- 
(Continued on page 2)

CHILDREN'S WRITER AND SON —
Teresa Gilbreath and her 4-year-old 
son, Andrew, look for fish In a creek on 
their farm in Culleoka.
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Baptist hospital, university 
begin joint nursing courses

Possiblity of SBC split?.

MEMPHIS- Baptist Memorial Hospi­
tal, Memphis, and Union University in 
Jackson have announced the formation 
of a cooperative nursing education pro­
gram.

The program will be conducted at the 
Memphis hospital’s campus. Fall regis­
tration will be Sept. 9.

The two-phased cooperative effort will 
provide instruction which may lead to 
the baccalaureate of science degree in 
nursing (BSN).

Phase one is designed for those RNs 
currently employed who wish to pursue 
their BSN. Union University, which cur­
rently maintains a BSN program accred­
ited by the National League for Nursing 
on its Jackson campus, will provide in­
struction for the degree which may be 
obtained in one year of full-time study.

Phase two, which wall begin in the fall 
of 1987, is a four-year program for the 
student wishing to pursue both the diplo­
ma program and the BSN. In the first 
year of this program, students will re­
ceive academic instruction from Union 
University professors.

During their second and third years, 
students are enrolled in the Baptist 
Memorial Hospital school of nursing 
diploma program. After the successful 
completion of the state board examina­
tion, students may enter die fourth year 
of Union University instruction to com­
plete the BSN degree.

Baptist Memorial Hospital is the larg­
est privately-owned nospital in the nation 
and is operated by the Southern Baptist 
conventions of Tennessee, Arkansas, and

Belmont to offer 
nursing degree

Belmont College s department of nurs­
ing became a school of nursing on June 1, 
and has added a four-year degree pro­
gram, according to James Stamper, 
vice-president foi 
academic affairs.

Anna Hite, nurs­
ing department chair 
person since 1983, 
was named dean of 
the new school. Hite 
received the bache­
lor of science in 
nursing and master 
of education degrees 
from the University Hit* 
of Alabama in Birmingham.

Prior to her Belmont appointment, 
Hite was director of the clinical major in 
the master of nursing program at the Uni­
versity of South Carolina.

Belmont’s newly established four-year 
degree, the bachelor of science in nurs­
ing, includes an associate degree option. 
The option allows nursing students to 
write the State Board of Nursing for 
licensure as registered nurses (RN) 
after earning the two-year associate of 
science in nuring degree.

“Students can become registered 
nurses in two years, and then work part 
time while on their way to earning the 
four-year degree.” said Hite.

“Registered nurses with associate de­
grees coming back to school also find our 
program beneficial because they, too, 
can complete their baccalaureate degree 
in an additional two years,” she said.

Belmont has offered the associate of 
science in nursing degree since 1972. 
Research shows that 90 percent of Bel­
mont’s nursing graduates have re­
mained in Tennessee, according to Hite. 

Mississippi. Union University is the 
oldest Southern Baptist college.

For further information, contact the 
Baptist Memorial Hospital recruitment 
office at (901) 522-6103 or the Union Univer­
sity Shelby County office at (901) 363-6044.

Music writer. . .

(Continued from page one) 
tist music curriculum and leadership 
publications, Gilbreath described herself 
as “a product of one of the first attempts 
at graded children’s choirs in the South­
ern Baptist Convention.” Her love of 
music goes back to early childhood, she 
said.

“I can remember getting a spanking 
for staying after church without permis­
sion to hear the organ being played,” she 
laughed.

Today, her son is using materials in his 
preschool choir that she wrote while he 
was an infant.

Being a composer of published 
preschool music, as well as a writer of 
teaching materials and inspirational ar­
ticles, has given Gilbreath somewhat a 
celebrity status among children she 
teaches at church.

“You mean these composers aren’t all 
dead?” the children asked in amazement 
upon seeing her name in print.

While Gilbreath characterizes her 
writing and composing as fun and chal­
lenging, her personal goal is to provide a 
means for children “to dream — to reach 
out and open some doors that they might 
not have thought were possible.”

“I think in terms of children rather 
than leadership,” she said. While she 
receives phone calls and letters seeking 
advice on teaching techniques, the most 
meaningful contact with readers in­
cludes references to young singers.

“I recently got a letter with a photo­
graph of a group of children using a 
learning activity I had written,” she 
said. “I got kind of a lump in my throat 
just looking at those children and know­
ing that even if I don’t know their names, 
the Father could use something I 
dreamed up in my head to touch those 
tiny lives.”

While Gilbreath acknowledged that not 
all children who participate in church 
choirs will become adults who are 
musically talented, her personal 
philosophy is that “hopefully they will 
sing a hymn or hum a tune” because of 
their early exposure to Christian values 
through music.

Gilbreath dismissed any references to 
her seemingly endless creative talents or 
her tireless work to provide children, in 
person and through Southern Baptist lit­
erature. with a love for music.

“I do it for the sake of the children,” 
she said, “and for the Father.”

Former TBC president dies...
(Continued from page one) 

the Philippine Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Baguio.

A native of Kentucky, Jones was a 
graduate of Georgetown College, 
Georgetown, Ky., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
He also studied at Johns Hopkins Univer­
sity, Baltimore, Md. He received an 
honorary doctorate from Georgetown

(Continued from page one) 
bulence.... You can look at specific his­
torical evidence for what has happened 
to other denominations. We arb on the 
same course.”

He cited several factors to support his 
case for denominational fragmentation.

“If you force the denomination to go 
too far to the left or the right, you break 
down that common consensus around 
which a denomination is organized. Then 
some fragmentation has to occur, be­
cause denominations are not made to 
move outside the center,” he explained.

“The genius of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is that it has had specific doc­
trines around which it united, but it 
chose in most cases not to define those 
doctrines narrowly. The present move­
ment (toward a more conservative 
stance) is not an effort at correcting. It is 
a much more narrow definition of doc­
trine in general than Southern Baptists 
have ever approved,” he added.

“The forces are already in motion to 
move the denomination far enough away 
from the center that I don’t think there’s 
any way to avoid some sort of fragmen­
tation.”

Leonard, whose specialty is American 
church history, also noted Southern Bap­
tists are suffering an identity crisis 
stemming from theological confusion: 
“The crisis is not due to liberalism or 
fundamentalism exclusively. All types of 
churches in the SBC are experiencing 
problems regarding Baptist identity. 
The things that have held us together in 
the past — strong denominationalism, 
strong denominational programs, and 
Southern culture - have become more 
and more pluralistic. Therefore, we have 
turned to theology as a way of defining 
ourselves, and we have discovered what 
we always should have known, that our 
theology has been extremely diverse.

In addition, Southern Baptists are be­
ing shaped by two strong outside forces, 
he said.

“We have to say we are a part of a 
much larger movement taking place 
throughout American culture,” he ex­
plained. “That is anseffort to create a 
new religious establishment, and to bring 
to bear into the public arena certain 
evangelical Christian political agendas 
that then define the nature of religion in 
America ... Efforts to bring the SBC into 
that broader coalition illustrate the 
point.

“Also, history develops a life of its 
own. You reach points in the life of an in­
stitution or organizational structure 
where it develops a momentum and it be­
comes impossible for it to swing back to 
the center without a major crisis and tur­
moil.”

Land, however, sees it differently: “I 
certainly don’t foresee a formal split - 
some agencies and institutions that go 
with one group and some with another, 
or that some group of churches will split 
off and form another denomination. 
Given the residual loyalty that Southern 
Baptists have demonstrated over the 
years, I don’t see that as a feasible

College.
During his ministry, Jones served as a 

trustee of the Southern Baptist Educa­
tion Commission and was the author of 14 
books.

The family has requested that memo­
rial gifts be sent to the Georgia Baptist 
Foundation or the Philippine Baptist 
Theological Seminary through the SBC 
Foreign Mission Board.

scenario.
“My experience with Southern Bap­

tists is that they have a loyalty to their 
denomination that is the envy of the theo­
logical world,” he added.

“Twenty years from now, the SBC, in 
terms of its institutions and agencies, 
will be essentially as it is now,” Land 
predicted. “The only difference I see is 
that there will be far more Southern Bap­
tists. I think we will see sustained growth 
across the board.”

He agreed Southern Baptists increas­
ingly have grown diverse but contended 
this in not new. “I don’t think anyone 
who has been a Southern Baptist or 
observed Southern Baptists since World 
War n could deny we have become more 
diverse,” he said. “The question is, how 
do we respond?” He hopes the SBC 
Peace Committee “can help us address 
things as part of the same family” and 
that “there’s going to be a more in­
clusive response by the (SBC) institu­
tions and agencies.”

“I remain very hopeful that those peo­
ple who are Baptists by conviction rather 
than heritage will remain in Southern 
Baptist work and strive to contribute 
their gifts to that work,” he said. “Most 
Baptists I know, if they were to leave, 
where would they go?” Ammerman, 
who has conducted scientific studies of 
Southern Baptist opinions, reported: 
“The most interesting thing about this 
controversy is that the people who are 
losing - the moderates - are the most 
loyal to the denomination. But after this 
year’s convention, more and more mod­
erates are talking, not about leaving the 
convention but, ‘How do we survive in 
the exile?’

“This means moderates have to think 
about alternate organizational strate­
gies,” she added. “They may not be the 
same sort of straight-line givers to the 
Cooperative Program and denomina­
tional programs as they have in the past. 
Yet it is likely at least that whatever 
deficit there is to the convention will be 
made up probably by some fundamental­
ists deciding they can support the de­
nomination more wholeheartedly.

“The bottom line for the moderates is 
they’re committed to historic traditions 
and programs. An attitude of ‘Grit your 
teeth and stay committed’ will mitigate 
any splitting off,” she said. “If the battle 
went the other way, we’ve seen in survey 
data, there is enormous readiness for 
fundamentalists to leave the convention. 
Something like 60 percent of self-iden­
tified fundamentalists would leave. 
There’s just no equivalent feeling on the 
side of the moderates.”

Baker said : “I’m sure there will be in­
dividual churches and pastors who want 
to drop their cooperation, but I was much 
encouraged by the last convention. The 
so-called fundamental-conservatives 
have said, ‘All we want is for the 1963 
Kansas City Confession (Baptist Faith 
and Message Statement) to be observed. 
Well, all six seminaries have voluntarily 
and spontaneously said they will abide 
by the confession. There is ground for 
agreement here.

“I’m encouraged to think that maybe 
we will see dimensions of our huge task 
of winning the world to Christ and come 
together,” he noted. “That’s not to say 
some won’t drop out, but with each 
church being totally autonomous, you 
can’t help that.

“And the controversy touches many 
other aspects, involves many other vari­
ables,” he concluded. “There are many 
institutions which are not embroiled in 
the controversy and no one would divide. 
After all, who wants to go against the An­
nuity Board?”
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Florida woman's aerobics 
sparks witness in Spain

MADRID, Spain (BP) - She dropped a 
few pounds in Florida. Then in Spain, she 
helped some missionaries drop a few 
pounds. In the process, they picked up a 
witness.

Frankie Cook, a member of First Bap­
tist Church of Panama City, Fla., joined 
a women’s aerobics class when the exer­
cise first became a popular addition to 
church recreation programs.

In signing up for a mission trip to Spain 
in 1983. Cook decided to take her aerobics 
tapes and exercise suit just in case some 
of the 30 missionary wives attending the 
week-long mission meeting wanted to 
catch the physical fitness ‘bug.” She got 
lots of takers, both at 6:30 a.m. and after 
supper.

“Exercising that week was the begin­
ning of a physical fitness program for 
many missionary' wives that was to have 
long-lasting and even eternal results,” 
notes Karen Quimby, one of the wives 
and Southern Baptist press represen­
tative in Spain.

One participant. Phyllis Baker, never 
had been very athletic and was tempted 
to dismiss the idea, but at the last minute 
she tried the class and got hooked.

Baker and Mary Simmons, who also 
had joined the class, are neighbors in a 
suburban Madrid apartment complex. 
Aerobics gave the two missionaries an 
avenue for building relationships with 
other neighbors and introducing them to 
the gospel.

Baker and Simmons* first aerobics 
session in,the apartments grew out of a 
conversation in the parking lot when a 
neighbor heard them talk about getting 
together to exercise. The missionaries 
invited the woman to meet them in 
Baker’s living room, and before long, 
five other Spanish women were attend­
ing the weekday sessions

At first, the missionaries simply 
started the time with prayer. Even so, 
the neighbors were suspicious of the mis­
sionaries’ motives One admitted asking 
herself, “What does Mary want of me?” 
She later concluded. “She just wants to 
be my friend.”

The chance for companionship appeals 
to the women because they are at home 
all day while their husbands work long, 
hard hours. Two of the men own their 
own businesses. One is a doctor. Another 
works for Spain’s major television net­
work. For most of them, church atten­
dance is a rarity.

Oldham accepts 
call to Martin

Roger S. Oldham has accepted the call 
as pastor of First Baptist Church in Mar­
tin and began serving July 13.

Previously Old­
ham was a profes­
sor at Mid-Continent 
Baptist Bible Col­
lege in Mayfield, Ky. 
He also has served 
on the staff on North 
Frayser Baptist 
Church in Memphis, 
and churches in Ar­
kansas and Kentuc­
ky.

A graduate of Western Kentucky Uni­
versity in Bowling Green and Mid­
America Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Memphis, Oldham has served as an 
associational Sunday School director and 
on associational committees.

The exercise class has given Baker 
and Simmons other opportunities to in­
teract with the women, such as shopping 
trips and special luncheons.

Trust between the missionaries and 
women has been another result of the ex­
ercise sessions When Baker and Sim­
mons asked them to share prayer concerns, 
the women initially were hesitant. But 
their attitudes changed when one 
woman’s husband suffered a slipped 
disc. The group prayed for him and 
visited him in the hospital

Before long, the women freely were 
sharing a variety of concerns, from 
family illnesses to one wife’s anxiety 
before a driving test The woman later 
told of her surprise at passing the test, 
but others reminded her, “Well, we 
prayed for you. didn’t we? The women 
also have let their children attend 
various children’s church activities, and 
several of them excelled in memorizing 
Vacation Bible School verses

The music for aerobics also has been a 
point of witness. The women remarked 
that it was soothing, even though they 
did not understand the words sung in 
English. The missionaries said the words 
were about Jesus.

The usefulness of that initial week of 
aerobics instruction continues to astound 
some of those involved. Karen Quimby, 
for example, wonders, “Would Frankie 
Cook ever have imagined what packing 
that exercise suit and those aerobics 
tapes for her trip to Spain would mean?”

Missouri leader 
plans to retire

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)- Mis­
souri Baptist Convention Executive Di­
rector Rheubin L. South has announced 
his retirement effective Dec. 31, 1986.

In a written report to the convention’s 
Executive Board July 15, South noted he 
will celebrate his 65th birthday on Dec. 
16. In December 1985, the Executive 
Board asked South to continue beyond 
his 65th birthday, through 1988.

“I appreciate the Executive Board 
granting the two-year extension of my 
service as executive director. However, 
we believe we sense the Lord’s will of 
what is best for us and Missouri Bap 
tists,” he said.

South, who was diagnosed as suffering 
from leukemia in April, thanked board 
members for their support during his re­
cent hospitalization. He said doctors 
were delighted and surprised at his prog­
ress, adding, “the answer is in the hun­
dreds of prayers of Missouri Baptists 
and others around the world.”

South told board members he had suf­
fered no side effects or complications 
from chemotherapy treatment. He said 
he had experienced a period of high 
temperature which ended as his body be­
gan producing white blood cells. He add­
ed his blood count continues to improve 
and that bone marrow tests conducted 
just before dismissal from the hospital 
“were most encouraging.” All intrave­
nous antibiotics also have been discon­
tinued.

To implement his decision to retire. 
South wrote convention President Wal­
lace E. Jones formally announcing the 
retirement decision. In the letter of June 
30, South said, “The extent to which my 
illness affects my ability to serve as ex­
ecutive direcotr has been much in my 
thoughts and prayers.”

FOUND MISSIONS NEEDS IN THE SOUTH — Greg and Jan Smith, who are serving 
as music missionaries for two years in Georgia shared their experiences during 
Church Music Leadership Conference at Ridgecrest N.C.

Music missionaries find
Bible Belt mission needs
RIDGECREST, N.C.(BP)— Jan and 

Greg Smith had not seriously considered 
music missions as a career option and 
they certainly never thought such a need 
existed in the Bible Belt, they told partic­
ipants in a Church Music Leadership 
Conference at Ridgecrest (N.C ) Con­
ference Center

But when Greg encountered his former 
Baptist Student Union director during a 
weeklong seminar at William Jewell Col­
lege in Liberty. Mo . the missions need in 
Georgia became a compelling call to ser­
vice.

Now in the last months of a two-year 
Mission Service Corps assignment, the 
Smiths can look back and see just how 
quickly the call came.

Greg was minister of music at South­
west Baptist Church in St. Louis when he 
renewed acquaintance with Bennie 
Clark, whom he had not seen for wars. 
When Clark told him he was doing mis­
sions work outside Atlanta, Greg laughed 
and said, “There aren’t missionaries in 
Atlanta!” When Clark explained he had 
become pastor of a new church in a high- 
growth neighborhood and the church 
needed a music minister, Greg’s well- 
ordered life began to change.

“Within a few minutes of talking with 
him, I realized God was calling me to 
this new church,” Greg said.

Jan’s sense of calling came more slow­
ly. “I really thought he was kidding,” 
she recalled. “We had an infant son and 
stable work. I really thought he must be 
crazy. It took me a few months to come 
to the realization of calling.”

To gain the needed financial and 
prayer support for their mission venture, 
the Smiths talked of their calling to family 
and friends.

Since Trinity Baptist Church in Con­
yers, Ga., their new mission field, could 
afford to provide one-third of their sup­
port, they were able to supplement the 
necessary funds with two part-time jobs 
and missions gifts from individuals.

The 190-member church meets in two 
double wide trailers in the rapidly grow­
ing Atlanta suburb. Some 80 persons, 
many of them children who are not 
church members, are enrolled in the 
music program.

“Children’s music activities have been 
a meaningful outreach ministry,” Greg 
said. In addition to “a good all-around 
children’s program” provided by the 

church, the Smiths have supplied three 
children’s choirs and a children’s and 
youth hand-chime group.

Other music programs include occa­
sional youth music specials, an adult 
choir, and a brass ensemble.

Providing music literature for a grow­
ing program has not been the struggle 
that some persons experience in new- 
work areas of the United States, they ad­
mit “We are fortunate to be in an area 
with strong Baptist work where we can 
borrow materials,’’ Jan said. “And the 
(Southern Baptist) Sunday School Board 
has been good to provide us with issues of 
literature from the previous ordering cy­
cle,” Greg added.

While some might question the concept 
of missions in the Baptist stronghold of 
Georgia, Greg said, “Wlien I see the bull­
dozers working toward a subdivision of 
500 homes nearby. I feel I am in a mis­
sion field.”

He also cites a Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board study from 1983 which re­
vealed 70 percent of the population within 
a four-and-one-half-mile radius of then- 
church does not have a church prefer­
ence. “These people need to be reached,” 
he concluded.

Jan said the experience had “made me 
appreciate churches that have at hand 
all the resources they need. We have 
learned to be flexible. You can do the 
work without all the resources so many 
others have.”

And Greg added, “Worshiping in a 
trailer is not unusual for us now. You can 
worship anywhere. To have a vital com­
munity of faith is not dependent on hav­
ing a particular kind of building.

“It has strengthened my faith, my 
recognition that God who was trusted to 
take care of us in the past can be trusted 
in the future,” he said.

While their two-year assignment will 
soon end, the Smiths agree they have 
seen “God take a few people and help 
them grow. Most people don’t get to see 
dreams begin to unfold this quickly.”

Baptist and Reflector 
brings you news first!
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EDITORIAL

Do ‘all things’ work for our good?
When disappointments, crises, and distress come 

into a person’s life, we often glibly repeat, “All things 
work together for good.”

This tremendous promise of God, however, must 
not be taken from the total context of that glorious 
verse (Romans 8:28) or from the verses that surroimd 
it. The phrase taken alone almost makes it sound like 
“evil” is “good” and that “bad things” are really 
“good things.”

The reason that God can work all things for our 
good is found in the two preceding verses (Romans 
8:26-27). God’s Holy Spirit helps our weaknesses by 
interceding for us at the throne of God.

When difficulties come, Paul indicates that we do 
not even know how we should pray concerning these 
problems. Since we seldom understand the relation­
ship between these difficulties and the will of God, it is 
hard for us to know exactly how to pray for these 
problems to be solved.

Because we have the Holy Spirit properly inter­
preting our petitions to God, we can be assured that 
our prayers concerning “all things” are presented to 
God in correct terms.

The conditions under which this promise applies 
are twofold.

(1) All things work together for good to them who 
love God. If we love God with all our heart, soul, 
strength, and mind (Luke 10:27), we will glorify God 
regardless of the problems - which is certainly 
“good” for us to do!

(2) To them who are called according to His pur­
pose. If we are committed to God’s purpose and plan, 
we can accept the truth that God can use any difficul­
ty to advance His will. Paul had experienced this 
firsthand, as many of his problems had resulted in 
victories for God.

Paul here looks beyond the immediate to the 
ultimate.

We should also link this promise to the two verses 
which follow. Here we see God’s ultimate purpose in 
our lives. The process of redemption does not end with 
a soul’s salvation - as important as this is.

God has foreknowledge of our lives and has chosen 
us for a supreme, ultimate purpose - to conform to 
the image of His Son.
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We will be changed into the pattern of Jesus Christ. 
A clue to how God intends to accomplish this is seen in 
the next verse (Romans 8:30).

God has determined that this complete change will 
occur in us (He did predestinate).

He then seeks us out, convicts us of our sins, and 
gives the ability to believe (He called).

Next, as we repond to God’s offer of forgiveness and 
salvation, we are saved (He justified).

Finally, having redeemed us from our sin, He will 
ultimately and eternally glorify us in Christ.

When we can completely see our daily lives - with 
the problems and difficulties - as a part of God’s 
great process for us and have committed ourselves to 
that, then — and only then — will every moment of 
our lives and every experience we have move us 
closer to what God will eventually make us to be.

To become all that God wants us to be is the true 
“good” that comes from God’s use of “all things.”

The non-residents
According to statistics compiled in the July- 

September 1986 issue of The Quarterly Review, there 
are 14,486,403 members of churches which cooperate 
with and support the Southern Baptist Convention. 
This represents a consistent, continuing growth of our 
convention churches during the past four decades.

It is a tribute to our emphases on missions and 
evangelism that church membership has grown to 
this point from 6-million in 1946.

However, the 1985 statistics indicate that 4,188,296 
of our current church members are classified by 
these churches as “non-resident members.”

While Tennessee’s report is not quite as poor as the 
total SBC (25.72 percent non-resident in Tennessee as 
compared to the SBC’s 28.91 percent), we still have a 
tragic picture in our state. Of Tennessee’s 1,055,245 
Baptist church members, 271,405 are designated by 
their churches as “non-resident.”

And the non-resident member proportion of church 
membership is increasing. Ten years ago, 24.4 per­
cent of Tennessee’s church members and 27.6 percent 
of all Southern Baptist church members were con­
sidered as “non-resident.”

It is doubtful that any of these 271,405 Tennessee 
Baptist non-resident church members ever attend a 
service, teach a Sunday School class, or contribute 
financially to the church budget. Just imagine how 
tremendous it would be IF these could be enlisted and 
activated in another church!

Perhaps the first step would be for a church to con­
tact these non-resident members - if a current ad­
dress is available. These could be encouraged to join 
a church where they could participate. At the same 
time, the name and address of the non-resident 
member could be sent directly to a church near their 
present residence.

It is likely that churches do not have an accurate 
address on some non-resident members.

If all contact has been lost, the honest approach 
would be for a church to stop counting these as 
members. If a church has no way of communicating 
with these “members”; if a church does not know 
whether or not these “members” have joined another 
church; if a church does not know whether these 
“members” are dead or alive - then there would 
seem to be little value in counting them as church 
members (either resident or non-resident).

It might be embarrassing to report fewer members 
this year than last year, but otherwise it would seem 
advisable (1) to encourage those non-resident 
members you can find to join a nearby church, and 
(2) to stop counting members who cannot be located 
by your church.

Cicero was invited to meet with the 
History Committee of Eventful Baptist 
Church, who is in the process of plan­
ning for the 100th anniversary of the 
congregation.

Ben Long, committee chairman, said 
that the group was having some trouble 
planning appropriate events. “We 
thought of inviting former pastors for a 
special day, but they all are afraid to 
come back,” Ben noted. “And we can­
not open the cornerstone as some 
churches do on anniversaries, since we 
don’t have one.”

Cicero wondered what else they were 
considering for their centennial obser­
vance.

“We decided to write a history of our 
church, but the committee is getting a 
lot of advice and having some prob­
lems,” Long offered.

“What problems?” I asked.
“Well, first of all, Ada Lyons, our 

church clerk, has all the minutes 
books,” Long stated, “and she won’t let 
us use them - unless we promise to 
mention her and her family on every 
page!”

A member of the committee, X. 
Pressley, interrupted to say that he had 
solved that problem. “We would just 
have a one-page history - oh Winch we 
could mention Ada - and then have 120 
pages of footnotes.”

Another member of the committee, 
“Skip” E. Vents, was concerned that 
some people wanted the book to be fac­
tual - even to the reporting of all the 
gory church business meetings, pastor 
firings, and church splits. He also wor­
ried that some histories had such 
chapter headings as “Years of Crises" 
and “Decade of Despair, ” but he had a 
solution. “We could use dates as titles 
for each chapter; like this. Chapter One 
1886-1900; Chapter Two 1901-1915; 
Chapter Three 1916-1930; Chapter Four 
1931-1940; and Epilogue 1941-1946.”

Cicero wondered why the book would 
end with 1946.

“We have some members who have 
been here since 1946 and would 
remember what really happened!” Skip 
said.

“What other problems have you 
had?” inquired Cicero.

“One church member, Roe Mantic, 
who loves romantic-historical novels, 
wants us to use that style approach in 
our church history,” Long shared. 
“Then there is C. Faltz who feels the 
book should deal ONLY with the church 
squabbles.”

And the committee said that some of 
their helpers had proven to be handi­
caps - especially Miss Taken, who is 
doing the typing of the manuscript, and 
Kent Spell, who is the volunteer proof­
reader.

Before I left the meeting, the com­
mittee had compromised on a solution 
that might make everyone happy. Each 
of the 100 families in the church would 
be assigned one year of the 100 years of 
the church’s existence to write a one- 
page history of that particular year. 
Then, these would be compiled into a 
100-page book.

I can hardly wait to read it.
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Letters to the Editor
letters on any religion-related subject are 
welcomed. letters of over 300 words will not 
be used. Other letters may be shortened at 
the discretion of the editor. No unsigned let­
ters will be printed, but writer's name will be 
withheld for sufficient reason. Letters must 
contain complete address and telephone 
number. Letters must not make personal at­
tacks on the character or integrity of in­
dividuals.

Honor the Convention
Dear editor,

Thanks for your editorial on the nation­
al celebration of liberty (July 9).

On July 4, our family enjoyed cooking 
out, eating watermelon, watching the 
New York gala on TV, and viewing a 
nearby fireworks display. But this year 
there was a patriotic “plus.”

I took time out for a quiet hour of 
reading the entire U.S. Constitution. 
That is one way to honor a pledge all 
Americans can make as we approach 
next year’s bicentennial of our Constitu­
tion:

“I pledge allegiance to the Constitution 
of the United States of America and to 
the republic which it created.

“I pledge to protect, preserve, and pro­
mote the U.S. Constitution as long as I 
live.

“I pledge to read the Constitution at 
least once a year.”

The statue in New York is a symbol of 
our liberty; the Constitution is the 
substance of our liberty.

Dick Jensen
P. O. Box 12857
Memphis, TN 38182

Explains SBC motion
Dear editor:

My Baptist Joint Committee motion, 
given to me by the Holy Spirit and drawn 
up solely by me, is for us to have an ex­
clusive Southern Baptist presence in Wash­
ington. D.C. and not one in conjuntion 
with the eight other Baptist denomina- 

! tions. The amount of funding will remain 
• the same but allotted to the Southern 

Baptist Public Affairs Committee in­
stead of the Joint Committee which in- 

} eludes more liberal Baptist bodies.
The problem isn’t that we confuse the 

BJCPA with the Christian Life Commis- 
• sion. Both organizations have made state­

ments and published material contrary 
to the views of most Southern Baptists; 
example, the Christian Life Commission 
pamphlets named in another motion of 
mine at the 1984 Kansas City convention. 
The one on abortion is now being replaced.

Positions taken by the BJCPA include 
the one on church-state relations. It is 
the extremely liberal one. It is the same 
as that of the U.S. Supreme Court. It is 
not the position of the U.S. Constitution, 
the First Amendment, our forefathers, 
or the vast majority of Southern Bap­
tists.

The motion was not rejected as stated, 
[t was not voted on, but as accurately 
stated, was referred to the Executive 
Committee.

It is my belief that the committee will 
♦ecommend to the 1987 convention that 
he motion be adopted.

Also, it is my belief that had it been 
lealt with on the first day of business 
zhen twice as many messengers were 
•resent, it would have been adopted 
without referral and the subsequent de- 
*y-
In addition, many conservatives who 

ivored the motion wanted it channeled 
irough the Executive Committee first; 
ditto” for messengers unfamiliar with 
ie issue.
The thrust is to lovingly correct rather 

than condemn, to convert rather than 
hang, to advance the truth of God rather 
than the lies of Satan!

M. G. “Dan” Daniels
5550 Government, #10
Mobile, AL 36609

Estimate was wrong
Dear editor:

My apologies to the Baptist and Reflec­
tor. I have erred. I have been wrong.

In a previous letter to the Baptist and 
Reflector (April 23) estimating that in 
my opinion - 80 percent of Southern 
Baptists lean to the conservative iner- 
rantist view was inaccurate. More re­
cently one of SBC’s great spiritual 
leaders opined that 90 percent of all 
Southern Baptists support his view on 
Bible inerrancy.

Also, Wayne Allen disclosed in a guest 
editorial in the Memphis Commerical- 
Appeal that a recent national indepen­
dent poll declared 92 percent of Southern 
Baptists hold inerrant Bible-believing 
views. Evidently I was looking more 
closely at some of the liberal-led con­
gregations where 80 percent would more 
accurately apply.

So, to those who harbor anxiety over 
division resulting from diversity or con­
troversy in SBC, the above statistics 
should disquiet those fears. If 92 percent 
are conservative, there is not much to 
divide.

I like what one wise theologian recent­
ly said, “On the essentials we should 
agree. .. On non-essentials allow liber­
ty and tolerance.” However, there re­
mains some corrections to be made, 
especially in some seminaries.

As Abe Lincoln once said, “We cannot 
escape history.” When an extreme trend 
has reached a point to where it becomes 
intolerable, corrections must be made. 
We believe they will be. Many partici­
pants of the youth rebellion of the 1960s in 
retrospect view their folly as foolish. 
Some now popular liberal seminary pro­
fessors of today will appear ignorant - 
even stupid - some 25 years down the 
road.

Even so, while corrections are in order 
and will likely be made and lest we for­
get - the real enemy to defeat is not di­
versity but the devil.

W. T. Barner
3655 Rhodes #4
Memphis. TN 38111

Lynchburg church 
calls J. Norman

John H. Norman Jr. began serving 
First Baptist Church in Lynchburg as 
pastor May 25. Previously, he was pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Smith­
ville.

A native of Tulla­
homa, Norman also 
has served as pastor 
of Gum Springs Bap­
tist in Sparta, Rome 
Baptist Church in 
Lebanon, and Jar­
red Baptist Church,
Buffalo Valley. Norman

He is a graduate of Franklin County 
State Technological School in Winches­
ter and the Arnold Engineering Develop­
ment Center of Arnold Air Force Station 
in Tullahoma.

Norman is married to the former 
Micky Caplenor of Lebanon, and they 
have three children.

Tennessee/Venezuela
Prayer Net Partnership

—Pray for Venezuelan Baptists In evangelism training Aug. 11-15 as 
they prepare to help the Tennessee volunteers coming for the crusades 
Aug. 15-26.

—Pray for Missionary Tom Vassar who is the newly elected chairman 
of the Southern Baptist missionary organization In Venezuela. He and his 
wife, Margaret, live In San Cristobal.

—Pray for the search committee of the seminary who is seeking the 
right person to be the rector or director of the seminary.

BTN teleconference seminar set 
Aug. 23 at 30 Tennessee sites

NASHVILLE- A live nationwide 
teleconference launching Outreach Bible 
Study will be telecast Aug. 23 at 11 a.m.

Seward accepts 
post at BSSB

NASHVILLE - Marian F. Seward has 
joined the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board as a growth consultant in 
the church training department.

A Paducah, Ky. native, Seward came 
to the board in July after serving 11 
years as minister of education and ad­
ministration at Two Rivers Baptist 
Church in Nashville

Seward is a graduate of Bowling Green 
(Ky.) Business University and New Or­
leans (La.) Baptist Theological Semi­
nary.

Before becoming minister of education 
at Two Rivers, Seward was minister of 
education for six years at Alta Woods 
Baptist Church, Jackson, Miss., and, 
prior to that, minister of education at 
First Baptist Church, Clinton, for five 
years.

Hospital offers 
stress course

NASHVILLE - The Center for Health 
Promotion at Baptist Hospital here is of­
fering a six-day stress management 
seminar.

“Coping Creatively With Stress” is 
scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m., on Aug. 5,12, 
19, 26 and Sept. 2 and 9 at the Baptist 
Medical Plaza Outpatient Services 
Center.

Jim Florence, director of the Center 
for Health Promotion, said the program 
will be taught by a clinical psychologist.

“People who attend these classes will 
learn what stress does to their bodies, 
their emotions, and their relationships 
with other people,” Florence said.

“Participants will be taught how to 
manage their time, solve problems, 
avoid conflicts, and set goals for them­
selves,” he said. “In addition, they will 
be taught special techniques for relax­
ing," Florence added.

Registration fee for the six-session 
program is $65 per person with family 
discounts available.

To register or for more information, 
contact the hospital at 2000 Church Street, 
Nashville, TN 37236.

CDT on the Baptist Telecommunication 
Network.

A total of 30 viewing sites in Tennessee 
have been set for the one-hour seminar to 
provide information about the new evan­
gelistic Bible Study emphasis of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
Sunday School department.

Lloyd Elder, president of the board; 
Harry Piland, director of the Sunday 
School department and Robert Ham­
blin, vice-president for evangelism at the 
Home Mission Board, will be featured on 
the seminar.

Outreach Bible Study is an attempt to 
reach youth and adults not attending 
Bible study in any church through short­
term groups meeting in apartment com­
plexes, homes, and other locations.

Also included will be videotaped testi­
monies from persons who participated in 
a 1985 Outreach Bible Study pilot project 
in New England. Viewers will be able to 
call in questions which will be answered 
during the seminar.
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Metro Baptist Church proclaims 'liberty
By Joe Westbury

NEW YORK (BP)- As the huddled 
masses from around the world crowd in­
to New York City’s Battery Park this 
summer to catch a ferry ride to the 
Statue of Liberty, Southern Baptists are 
on hand to introduce them to Jesus 
Christ as the eternal symbol of liberty .

Coordinated through Metro Baptist 
Church, the campaign is assisted by 
seven Texas Baptist Student Union sum­
mer missionaries as well as volunteers 
from churches across the nation. The 
evangelistic effort is part of Metro’s on­
going participation in the Good News 
America crusades sponsored by the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission Board.

“As these visitors come to view this 
symbol of liberty, Metro is introducing

Personal
Perspective

I attended my first Southern Baptist 
Convention and Pastors’ Conference in 
1949 when it met in Oklahoma City.

The Pastors’ Conference met at First 
Baptist Church and the first message I 
heard was by Ramsey Pollard, who 
preached on “repentance.”

He began by telling us what repen­
tance is not and what repentance is. Two 
or three years before his death, while I 
was visiting with him, I asked him if he 
remembered the message and the occa­
sion. He said, in his usually forceful way, 
“Yes, I remember and I am still preach 
ing that same message.”

The force of what he was saying came 
home to me. Repentance was needed in 
1949 and repentance is needed in 1986. 
Times change, but God does not change 
nor do the spiritual needs of people 
change.
Among the principles of repentance are 

these. There must be a genuine Godly 
sorrow that results in a turning from sin. 
A person has been walking away from 
God towards an eternity in hell. He 
reverses direction and changes his 
destiny, and his master, and his whole 
nature. Repentance is not reformation or 
penance or penitence.

I have read in church history that 
when revival broke out in Wales in 1904, 
factories had to open whole departments 
to receive back stolen tools, miners quit 
swearing, and the ponies which pulled the 
mine trains came to a stand still because 
they could not understand the commands 
of their transformed drivers.

When sincere active repentance oc­
curs, God opens the windows of heaven 
and gives revival. This involves the 
restoration of the backslidden. Inevita­
bly this results in the conversion of the 
lost. Revival and evangelism are not 
separate but go hand in hand. When 
Christians come alive, sinners will be 
converted.

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

I am convinced that the sermon 
preached by John the Baptist, “Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand” (Matthew 3:2), is as needful today 
as it was in the first century.

By Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer

rrr

SUMMER MISSIONARIES AT BATTERY PARK— With the Statue of Liberty and near­
by Ellis Island as a backdrop, a team of Texas Baptist Student Union summer mis­
sionaries share their faith through song and testimony in New York's Battery 
Park. The students are (left to right) Elizabeth MacDonald, Darren Ellis, Shirley 
Ratcliffe, David Raines, Connie Jo Goodman, and Eddie Airheart.
them to the One Who said, ‘If the Son sets 
you free, you will be really free,’ ” says 
Pastor Gene Bolin.

In addition to conducting one-on-one 
evangelism, individuals are distributing 
25,000 gospel portions partially funded by 
the mission board. But long after the 
fireworks and the summer’s celebra­
tions have ended, Metro will continue to 
remind New Yorkers that God loves 
them and wants to be their liberator 
from life’s tribulations.

Through Metro’s presence, Southern 
Baptists today have one of their strong­
est inner city ministries a block from the 
seedy Times Square district and within a 
rock’s throw of the Empire State 
Building. Nearly 170,000 people pass the 
church each day as they commute to 
their jobs, many of them funneled 
through the world’s largest bus terminal, 
the Port Authority of New York, barely a 
block from the church.

Just as the city’s Statue of Liberty 
stands as a symbol of freedom and a bet­
ter life in America, Metro is viewed as a 
place of home and refuge by residents 
trying to make a go of life in the inner 
city.

Although the neighborhood’s crime 
rate is high, the area historically is rich 
in ministry for German Baptists, who 
pioneered the concept of social ministry 
there in the mid-1880s. During that time 
Walter Rauschenbush, pastor of Second 
German Baptist Church, launched the 
“social gospel” movement in America 
as he poured out his heart in ministry to 
the residents who lived in the shadow of 
his church.

Today, that evangelical tradition is be­
ing carried out by the Metro congrega­
tion, a small group of Southern Baptists 
who located in the tough neighborhood in 
1984. The church, 10 years old at the 
time, had only a dozen members and had 
been meeting in the local Baptist associ­
ational office for most of its life. Under 
Bolin’s leadership, the congregation has 
grown to 179 members.

“Social gospel is not liberal in its 
truest sense,” Bolin explains as he 
strives to combat stereotypes which 
have eroded the foundations of social 
ministry. “Rauschenbush spent the ear­
liest part of his mornings deep in prayer 
as he sought God’s direction in meeting 
the physical as well as spiritual needs of 
those individuals around him. He spawned 
the notion that the kingdom of God is 
nothing less than the Christian transfor­

mation of the total fabric of society.”
With that historical precedent, Metro 

today struggles to carry on the founda­
tions of that work since the German- 
speaking congregation disbanded several 
years ago. “We’re preaching and teach­
ing the gospel at the same time we’re 
taking care of the pressing social issues 
around us,” Bolin says.

Metro’s ministry operates on a 24-hour 
basis as it meets the needs of people who 
knock on its large double doors for help. 
Housed in a former Polish Catholic 
church constructed in 1913, the ministry 
offers a multifaceted program that min­
isters to the total individual.

The red-brick building houses a clothes 
closet and food pantry, provides a Satur­
day night soup kitchen, and serves as 
sanctuary for up to 12 abused women and 
their children. It also is sanctuary to a 
Czechoslovakian political refugee while 
he seeks to establish himself in a new 
life.

A Head Start program for 90 children 
offers early childhood education for resi­
dents of the neighborhood. And the

McDowell begins 
Algood pastorate

First Baptist Church in Algood called 
Jim McDowell as pastor June 1. He 
previously was pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Eagle
Pass, Texas.

A native of Nash­
ville and a graduate 
of Memphis State 
University and 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Sem­
inary in Louisville, 
Ky., McDowell has 
also pastored in 
churches in North McDowell
Carolina, Kentucky, and Indiana.

He has also worked as a Southern Bap­
tist home missionary in North Carolina, 
a director of a mission, a church consul­
tant, a teacher’s assistant at Southern 
seminary, and at institutions for mental­
ly retarded persons.

Algood has served as an associational 
moderator, researcher for the Home 
Mission Board, and on committees of the 
association and state convention.

He and his wife, Jan, have two 
children.

church’s involvement with Habitat for
Humanity is helping provide permanent 
housing for some of New York’s 40,000 
homeless residents.

“Metro is a diverse congregation com­
posed of 18 different nationalities, reflect­
ing the ethnic, racial, socio-economic, 
and political diversity of the nation’s 
largest city,” Bolin says. “We strive to 
keep the tension between evangelism 
and social action that enables us to min­
ister the whole gospel to the whole indi­
vidual.”

The son of a Baptist minister, Bolin 
held a variety of denominational posts 
prior to becoming Metro’s only staff 
member in 1980. He and his wife had long 
considered a ministry in New York City 
but were unsure of where they could 
serve. The longer they waited the more 
aware they became of the economic dis­
aster it would produce in their increas­
ingly comfortable lifestyle.

Bolin was 40 years old in 1979 when, 
during a sabbatical from the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland, he heard a 
chapel speaker who changed his per­
spective on the problem.

“As I was sitting there, this gentleman 
made three simple statements which di­
rectly spoke to our dilemma,” the 
Baltimore native explains. “He said, 
‘Some people never possess the kingdom 
of heaven because they sell out to the 
world. Others nibble at it because they 
sell some. But if you would be a part of 
the kingdom, you must sell all.’ It was as 
if that guy had been in our home all 
weekend listening to our discussion.”

After they re-evaluated their commit­
ment, the couple decided to sell their 
house, two cars, and giveup their jobs to 
seek God’s leading in the city. It was a 
difficult adjustment, Bolin readily ad­
mits, but eventually it led to the pas­
torate of 12-member Metro Baptist 
Church.

Now Bolin constantly is opening the 
church doors to people in need. He has 
gained a reputation with local social 
agencies as well as policemen on the 
street as an individual who ministers to 
the city’s spiritual as well as its physical 
needs.

“I never want us to get the reputation 
of being a sanctified social service agen­
cy, neither of being so heavenly minded 
that we’re of no earthly good to anyone,” 
he insists. “I want us to have the reputa­
tion of preaching and living the whole 
gospel of Jesus Christ - a gospel that 
transforms individual lives and trans­
forms society, a gospel that is committed 
to justice, mercy, and peace through 
Jesus Christ.”

Tennesseans earn 
degrees at SWBTS

FORT WORTH, Texas - Nine Tennes­
seans were among the 169 students who 
received degrees July 11 from South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary 
here.

Mark Bourque of Nashville received 
the master of arts in communication de­
gree.

Receiving master of divinity degrees 
were Ronald Kendall of Kingsport, Vann 
Kissell of Memphis, Thomas Shorter of 
Johnson City, John Holt Smith of Hum­
boldt, and Michael Tyson of Cleveland.

Robert Simmons of Chattanooga 
earned the master of arts in religious 
education degree.

Receiving master of music degrees 
were Randall King of Nashville and 
Charles McKnight of Murfreesboro.
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News analysis ..--------------- " ............

Court decides cases on procedural grounds
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) - In a Supreme 
Court term noted for continued interest 
in church-state disputes, the two cases 
that drew the most interest were decided 
on procedural grounds, leaving open the 
likelihood of future appeals before the 
issues they presented are finally settled. 
The nation’s highest court also decided 
three other church-state cases.

Despite these and other momentous 
actions in many areas of Constitutional 
law, the court’s work in the just-ended 
1985-86 term was overshadowed by the 
largely unexpected resignation of Chief 
Justice Warren E. Burger, who for 17 
years was the nation’s highest judicial 
officer. Burger announced he was leav­
ing the bench to devote full time to his 
duties as head of the Commission of the 
Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution, set 
up last year to lead the nation in observ­
ing the upcoming 200th anniversary of 
the Constitution. The observance will 
open officially Sept. 17, 1987, the day 
Burger turns 80.

Although rumors swirled about the 
capital in the days immediately after 
Burger’s resignation that at least one 
other justice would follow his lead, the 
term closed July 7 with no indication 
those reports were well-founded. Four 
other of the high court’s current justices 
range in age from 77 to 80.

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Strom Thur­
mond, chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, announced confirmation 
hearings for late July on President 
Ronald Reagan’s choice of Associate 
Justice William H. Rehnquist to succeed 
Burger and of District of Columbia Cir­
cuit Court of Appeals Judge Antonin 
Scalia to fill Rehnquist’s vacated spot on 
the high court.

Without question the most eagerly an­
ticipated church-state decision. Bender 
vs. Williamsport Area School District, 
also provided the biggest disappoint­
ment as the court declined to settle the 

- key question of whether groups of high 
school students who wish to conduct 
religious meetings during school hours 
possess a Constitutionally guaranteed 
right to use public school classrooms on 
an equal basis with other extracur- 

■ ricular, non-academic groups.
In a tight, 5-4 ruling, the court 

reinstated an earlier federal district 
court decision siding with students be- 

! longing to Petros, a group of evangelical 
students who unsuccessfully had sought 
permission to gather in a classroom dur­
ing a regularly scheduled, twice-weekly 
period designated for extracurricular 
activities. That early decision was 
agreed to by all but one member of the 
Williamsport (Pa.) school board, John C. 
Youngman Jr., who on his own appealed 
the ruling to the 3rd Circuit Court of Ap­
peals in Philadelphia.

There, a divided panel overturned the 
district court on a 2-1 vote, holding that 
to allow the religious meetings would 
violate the First Amendment’s ban on an 
establishment of religion. That decision 
then was appealed to the Supreme Court 
by parents of some of the students, in­
cluding the father of Lisa Bender, the 
original and since-graduated plaintiff in 
the case. Bender and other Petros mem­
bers argued throughout the proceedings 
they were denied freedom of speech sole­
ly because of its religious content.

The narrow high court majority held 
March 25 that Youngman had no legal 
standing to challenge the district court 

ruling. The Supreme Court decision had 
the effect of granting permission to the 
student group to conduct its meetings 
and came three years after the district 
court first ruled.

Because the high court decided the 
case procedurally rather than on the 
merits of equal access itself, a final 
determination of the Constitutionality of 
the concept must await another day. Two 
years ago. Congress passed and Reagan 
signed into law the Equal Access Act of 
1984. That law guarantees equal access 
to student religious groups that are formed 
voluntarily and without school spon­
sorship.

The legislation, supported by a broad 
coalition of religious groups headed by 
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, National Council of the Churches 
of Christ, and National Association of 
Evangelicals, was passed overwhelm­
ingly by both houses of Congress, a factor 
that eventually may sway the justices to 
uphold it.

In the term’s other headline church­
state case, the high court ruled unani­
mously June 27 that a Southern Baptist 
schoolteacher who lost her job at a 
private Christian academy may chal­
lenge her dismissal in a state civil rights 
commission without violating the 
school’s First Amendment rights.

Linda Hoskinson, a member of Far 
Hills Baptist Church in Dayton. Ohio, 
first was notified her teaching contract 
would not be renewed because she was 
pregnant. Hoskinson, who taught ele­
mentary-level pupils in one of the schools 
operated by Dayton Christian Schools 
during the 1978-79 school year, had not 
been notified of a school policy that all 
married female teachers with young 
children were required to stay at home 
with them, a policy the school later 
claimed was based on religious convic­
tion.

Although Hoskinson initially received 
assurances from her principal that the 
misunderstanding would be resolved in­
ternally and she would be able to retain 
her post, Dayton Christian Schools Su­
perintendent Claude Schindler issued a 
final order that her contract would not be 
renewed.

Believing she had made a good-faith 
effort to resolve the dispute within the 
school system, Hoskinson next consulted 
an attorney about options available to 
her. The attorney then notified Schindler 
that unless the contract was renewed the 

Court rejects church-state cases
WASHINGTON (BP) - In a pair of actions in church-state disputes, the U.S. 

Supreme Court has refused to review lower rulings that churches may choose 
not to employ women in pastoral positions without violating a federal anti­
discrimination law but that a private athletic club may not refuse to hire 
employees who are not “bom again.”

Acting on the last day of its current term, the high court left standing a ruling 
of the 4th Circuit Court of Appeals that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is not 
subject to the anti-discrimination provisions of the 1964 Civil Rights Act for 
refusing to hire a woman, Carole A. Raybum, to a pastoral position. The lower 
panel held earlier the church’s refusal was protected by the religion clauses of 
the First Amendment.

In the other rejected case, the high court left in place a ruling by the Min­
nesota Supreme Court that a chain of sports and health clubs was forbidden by 
the state’s Human Rights Act to hire and promote only “bom again” Chris­
tians to management positions.

Minnesota’s high tribunal ruled last year the state has an overriding and 
compelling interest in prohibiting discrimination in employment and public ac­
commodations, an interesFthat takes precedence over the club’s claimed free 
exercise right.

case would be taken to the Ohio Civil 
Rights Commission for review.

Schindler’s reaction was to fire 
Hoskinson outright, not even allowing 
her to finish the school year. Her offense, 
he announced, was taking the complaint 
to an outsider, an action Schindler said 
violated the Biblical “chain of com­
mand.” Subsequently, Dayton Christian 
Schools took the civil rights panel to 
court, claiming the Free Exercise and 
Establishment Clauses of the First 
Amendment deprived the commission of 
jurisdiction over its employment poli­
cies.

But in an opinion written by Rehnquist, 
the high court rejected that claim, clear­
ing the way for the commission to pro­
ceed with its inquiry. The case could well 
land at the Supreme Court again within 
the next two or three years.

Besides ruling in the two headliners, 
the high court also decided a trio of 
church disputes testing the limits of the 
Free Exercise Clause.

In the most publicized of these, a bare 
5-4 majority held March 25 that the Free 
Exercise Clause does not require the 
military to accommodate religious prac­
tices that in its judgment violate uniform 
dress-code regulations and thereby un­
dermine authority.

Writing for the majority, Rehnquist 
held Simcha Goldman, a former Air 
Force psychologist who also is an Or­
thodox Jewish rabbi, had no Constitu­
tionally guaranteed right to wear his 
yarmulke — or skull cap — while on duty 
inside the hospital where he worked in 
spite of his religion’s demand that his 
head be covered.

Interpretotions
The Word became flesh

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“And the Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us (and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14).

John wrote to refute Gnostic philoso­
phers and their teachings about Christ. 
Docetic Gnostics (from dokeo, I seem) 
taught that Christ did not have a real 
flesh and blood body; He only seemed to 
have one. Cerinthian Gnostics (from 
their leader Cerinthus) said that Christ 
was neither born nor did He die, but that

In a unanimous ruling Jan. 27, the high 
court sided with a blind ministerial stu­
dent who had sought state vocational 
assistance while he attended a Bible col­
lege. Larry Witters’ free exercise claim 
took precedence over the state of Wash­
ington’s claim that to grant the aid would 
violate the Establishment Clause, 
Justice Thurgood Marshall wrote for the 
court.

At the same time, the court’s opinion 
virtually invited the Washington Su­
preme Court to apply the state’s stricter 
ban on public aid to sectarian institutions 
in the Witters case if it chooses to do so. 
Several states have what amount to out­
right bans on such assistance, laws the 
high court has left undisturbed.

And in a case many observers felt bor­
dered on the insignificant, the court ruled 
June 11 that the federal government may 
require proof of issuance of a Socii 
Security number to qualify for certain 
public benefits, even if use of the number 
violates a sincerely held religious belief.

By an 8-1 vote, the court rejected the 
claim of Stephen J. Roy, a native Ameri­
can, that the government’s requirement 
of use of the number for his 4-year-old 
daughter as a condition of qualifying for 
food stamps and other benefits violated 
his right to free exercise. Burger held for 
the court that Roy’s free exercise claim 
was overridden by the government’s 
need to verify eligibility for the benefits. 
Roy contended use of the number, issued 
shortly after the birth of his daughter. 
Little Bird of the Snow, would prevent 
her from attaining a higher spiritual 
power.

He came upon Jesus at His baptism and 
left Him on the cross. In John 1:14 the 
apostle definitely has the Docetic 
Gnostics in mind.

Here again, John used the verb “to 
become” (was made). Christ became 
something He had never been previously 
- “flesh.” Literally, “The Word flesh 
(sarx) became.” Note the emphasis 
upon “flesh.”

“Dwelt” renders a verb related to 
“tent,” temporary’ dwelling. For 33 
years He lived among men in a tent of 
flesh.

“Beheld” renders a verb whence comes 
i “theater.” It means a long, steady gaze.

It spans the whole of Jesus’ public minis­
try, during which the apostles and other 
believers saw His glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father. (This was 
directed at the Cerinthian Gnostics.)

And He was “full of grace and truth.” 
“Fulness” was a favorite Gnostic word 
which John used against them.

We say that Jesus of Nazareth was 
God, and so He was. But a more thrilling 
truth to me is that God became Jesus of 
Nazareth for us.

John 1:17 reads, “For the law was 
i given by (dia, through) Moses, but grace 
I and truth came (came into being) by 

(dia, through) Jesus Christ.”
“Through Jesus Christ” is emphatic. 

Here John identifies the Word as Christ, 
whom he identifies with Jesus. When 
God revealed His law. He did so through 
a man, Moses. But when He revealed His 
grace and truth, He became a man, 
Jesus Christ.
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Graduates of Baptist colleges 
value academics, atmosphere

NASHVILLE (BP)- A recent survey 
sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Education Commission revealed gradu­
ates of Southern Baptist colleges place 
equal value on academics and Christian 
atmosphere.

The research services department of 
the Southern Baptist Sunday Schoo Board 
was commissioned by the Education 
Commission to determine how graduate 
leaders of Baptist colleges perceived 
their schools and the impact the schools 
had on their lives

The study, conducted prior to the Na­
tional Congress on Leadership June 4-7, 
surveyed a sample of graduates from 
Baptist colleges who are identified as 
successful leaders.

Baptist colleges were asked to select 
about one-half of 1 percent of their 
graduates from 1940-1980, based on ca­
reer accomplishments, year of gradu­
ation, sex, and career areas.

A total of 2,373 prospective partici­
pants were submitted by 40 colleges. 
From this list a sample of 754 names, 
representing 37 colleges, systematically 
was selected for inclusion in the study.

Of the graduates identified the great­
est number (26 percent) had served or 
currently are serving in education. 
Business followed, with 19.5 percent.

The survey strengthened claims of 
Baptist colleges that they do more than 
prepare church leaders. Only 15.3 percent 
of the leaders identified by the colleges 
were serving in churches or denomi­
national positions.

Respondents to the survey had a favor-
/vy Memorial Baptist Church

425 East Trinity Lane. Nashville 
will have their annua!

homecoming day August 3
Sunday School, 9:45: Worship, 11:00.

Dinner on the ground followed by after 
afternoon service at 2:00.

Dr. Carl Duck, director of missions 
for the Nashville Baptist Association, 
will speak All former members are in­
vited.

Are you disappointed with 
current CD renewal rates?
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We offer mutual funds which invest in 
U.S. Government Securities.

Size of Investment
$1,OOG-$ 24,999 

$25,000-$ 49,999 
$50,000-$ 99.999 

$100,000 - $250,000
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Robert L York S,PC
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* The yield Is based upon the latest dividend (of which 2.63% Is attributable 
to short-term gains) annualized and divided by the offering price on 
6/30/86. Because both dividends and prices fluctuate, the return will vary 
from this yield.

able evaluation of the contribution of 
their college experience to their lives. 
Two-thirds (67.4 percent) indicated their 
“school experience was extremely help­
ful. resulting in vital personal and social 
growth.” Another 27.3 percent indicated 
the experience was helpful and in­
strumental in personal development. 
Less than 3 percent interpreted their col­
lege experience as having limited value 
or being a negative influence.

The items most frequently identified as 
being related to the institutional impact 
on the lives of the respondents included 
religious activities and emphases, Chris­
tian commitment of the faculty, small 
class size, and the formation of close 
relationships with classmates.

The second tier of high scores reflected 
appreciation for Christian lifestyles and 
values, but also emphasized the attitudes 
and competence of the faculty.

The primary conclusions of the re­
searchers was that the educational ex­
perience of a Baptist college/university 
should “rest upon the twin pillars of 
academic/learning skills and the Chris­
tian orientation/atmosphere.”

Leroy Davis accepts 
Bulls Gap pastorate

Leroy Davis is serving as pastor of 
Sunrise Baptist Church in Bulls Gap, ef­
fective June 8.

Previously, Davis served as pastor in 
the Holston Valley Baptist Association. 
His pastorates there included Tar-Pine 
Valley Baptist Church and Tunnell Hill 
Baptist Church, both in Rogersville.

Davis is a graduate of Walters State 
Community College in Morristown.

Current Yield*  
11.57% 
.11.64%

* BoptiM Joint Commmoo on Publtc Alton 
200 Maryland Avo . NE Washington. 0 C 20002

11.88%
11.97%

• May be reinvested
• Liquidity
• Affordability
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Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
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What is the 
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$6.00 
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City State Zip
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FACTORY DIRECT
XjxTOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

3511 HIXSON PIKE-CHATTANOOGA.TN37415.
NEW EDUCATIONAL BUILDING — Mike 
Rhodes (left), is pictured breaking 
ground at Calvary Baptist Church in 
Parsons, along with Johnny Maxwell 
and Thomas Carrington.

Mexico Baptists 
send missionaries

MEXICO CITY - The National Baptist 
Convention of Mexico has appointed Mr. 
and Mrs. Javier Valenzuela as mission­
aries to Honduras.

The action renews Mexican Baptists’ 
foreign mission program, which has 
been on hold since Missionaries Jose and 
Susana Guzman resigned from service in 
1983 because of financial support prob­
lems. The Guzmans also worked in Hon­
duras.

Southern Baptist representative Guy 
Williamson reported the convention’s 
mission program is now operating on a 
much sounder financial basis.
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Pastor Kenneth Hall is leading Friend­
ship Baptist Church in Culleoka to ex­
pand their meeting areas for Sunday 
School and fellowship.

REVIVAL ...

PEOPLE ...
Stan and Iva Stansell of First Baptist 

Church in Sweetwater were honored at a 
reception on their 50th wedding anniver­
sary July 20.

Terry Cothran, minister of music and 
youth at Dalewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville, was ordained on June 15. The 
ordination message was brought by Mike 
Dawson, pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Norcross, Ga. The pastor of the church 
is Ken Castleberry'.

LEADERSHIP ...
Jerry Pounds, minister of youth at 

First Baptist Church in Donelson, has ac­
cepted a teaching position at Carson- 
Newman College in Jefferson City. W. 
Roy Fisher is pastor of the church.

First Baptist Church in Bolivar called 
Steve Brown as minister of education

BAPTIST 
AND 

REFLECTOR 
brings you 
news first.

Force a church staff member to resign? 
It’s a problem more and more congrega­
tions are confronting today. That's why 
Forced Termination is so timely.

A guide for the minister as well as the 
church, this resource deals with this sen­
sitive issue with candor and even with 
some humor.

You will discover "Why Ministers Be­
come Expendable," “Why Churches Be­
come Dissatisfied with Ministers," and 
"What to Consider if an Impasse is 
Reached." There should also be a time 
for all parties to heal and that's why the 
chapters "After the Termination—The 
Minister" and "After the Termination— 
The Church" will be so helpful.

A thorough commentary for churches 
on this area of concern.

Paperback, $4.95

The author of Burnout in Ministry, Brooks 
R. Faulkner is a supervisor in the Church 
Administration Department at the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

A! youf Baptist Book Store

EBROADMAN 

and music to begin Aug. 3, of which Jerry 
L. Whitfield is pastor.

The interim minister of education of Bel­
mont Heights Baptist Church in Nash­
ville is Dennis Lyle, who is retired from 
his role as church development director 
at the Nashville Baptist Association. The 
church’s pastor is Perry Michel.

The staff of First Baptist Church in 
Nashville, where Charles Page is pastor, 
will be joined by Larry Roberts of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board in Nash­
ville Aug. 1. Roberts will be the church’s 
first minister of evangelism and 
discipleship. On July 1 Randall Cash, a 
staff member at Royal Haven Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas, was also added 
to the staff as minister of recrea- 
tion/senior adults.

When in Eureka Springs, Arkansas 
Visit

THE CASTLE & MUSEUM
at Inspiration Point, 5Vi mi. on 62 West, 
Ideal for family & bus tours, admission 

Rt. 2, Box 375, phone (501) 253-9462
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1. Under this plan, a FREE subscription 
to the Baptist and Reflector will be sent to 
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church for 60 days.

2. During that time your church is re­
quested to vote in business meeting 
whether or not to continue the Baptist and 
Reflector's Every Family Plan.

INTERESTED?

Baptist 
and 

Reflector
P.O. Box 728 

Brentwood, TN 37027 
Telephone: (615)373-2255 

Serving Tennessee Baptists 
since 1835

CHURCHES ...
Arthur Willis, pastor, led New Pros­

pect Baptist Church in Del Rio in its 
100th anniversary celebration.

Cross Bridges Baptist Church in Co­
lumbia where Billy Andrews is pastor 
has added Sunday School rooms and a 
fellowship hall to their facilities.

In the process of expanding their meet­
ing place is Swan Creek Baptist Church 
in Hampshire where Jack Taylor is 
pastor.

First Baptist Church 
Rockwood, Tennessee

announces
Homecoming '86
August 31, 1986

Sunday School — 9:45 am.
Worship Service — 10:45 am.
Dinner on the grounds begins 

after worship service.
All former members and 

friends are invited.

3. If your church decides to continue the 
subscriptions, Baptist and Reflector will bill 
the church on a monthly, quarterly, or 
yearly basis — whichever the church 
prefers.

4. Unless our office is notified to stop the 
Baptist and Reflector subscriptions at the 
end of the trial period, your church will be 
billed at the end of the next month.

For more information, phone us or fill out the form below and mail it today. 
This offer is available to ALL Tennessee Baptist churches, regardless of the 
number of members.

CHURCH NAME___________________________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________

CITY STATE_______ ZIP

Pastor's Name___________________________________________________
Mail to: Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37027

On July 27 through Aug. 1 Round Lick 
Baptist Church in Watertown will hold 
revival services. Tom Melzoni, pastor of 
Central Baptist Church in Oak Ridge, 
will lead the services. Bill Cox of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board in Nash­
ville will serve as the music leader. The 
church’s pastor is Nick Holman.

GALILEE RETREAT
Specializing in spiritual emphasis the 

Galilee Retreat is the premier Christian Re­
treat on the Gulf Coast.

located in Panama City Beach, directly on 
the Gulf of Mexico, the Galilee provides for 
all your needs including 3 great meals a day 
and all your linens and towels for your com­
fort.

For information and reservations call or 

wrHe: GALILEE RETREAT
17784 W. Alt. Hwy 98 W.

Panama City Beach, FL 32407 
(904) 234-5168 / 769-5088
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BIBLE BOOK SERIESE
Lesson for July 27

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES!
Lesson for July 27

Promised blessings
By Fred M. Wood 

author, preacher, teacher, Memphis
Basic Passage: Zephaniah 3:$-20
Focal Passages: Zephaniah 3: 9-13, 15-20
The Bible contains a beautiful 

characteristic which is sadly lacking in 
most modern literature. Even the most 
sombre and austere books of the Bible
are not without at 
least a ray of light, a 
note of hope.

God’s Word never 
glosses over life’s 
sin and suffering. It 
pays proper atten­
tion to all the sad­
nesses that come to 
us, attacking our se­
renity and tearing
apart our hopes for Wood 
quiet tranquility. The Divine Treasury of 
Resources, however, never ends there.

Turning of Gentiles to God (3:9-10)
From the beginning, God intended for 

His redemptive program to include all 
the world. He told the patriarch at His 
call, “in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

As Zephaniah spoke of a turning to the 
Lord, he mentioned first a trust which 
was almost unbelievable to Judah. The 
nations would be included in God’s con­
verted people

The “pure language” meant literally a 
“pure lip.” Zephaniah did not mean the 
Gentiles would speak “good Hebrew.” 
Rather, they would call upon God with 
lips that had been transformed as their 
lives had been morally and spiritually 
changed.

When an earlier prophet said he was a 
“man of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5), he 
meant his life suffered from sin’s corrup­
tion. When Zephaniah said the Gentiles 
would call with pure lips, he meant their 
lives had been made new because of a 
personal encounter with a holy God.

Purification of the Remnant (3:11-13)
Though we often think of Isaiah when 

we hear of “the remnant” in Judah’s 
history, Micah also believed and taught 
the doctrine. In fact, perhaps to an even 
greater extent than Isaiah, he empha­
sized the afflicted and poor as con­
stituting God’s special group. Like 
Isaiah, Micah saw pride as one of 
Judah’s greatest sins. When the great 
transformation came, all the people

would be humbled, having had their 
haughtiness purged.

This was, of course, implemented 
through the Babylonian captivity which, 
among other things, cured the people 
forever from idol worship. Those who 
returned after Cyrus decree in 538 B.C. 
had been stripped of all dependence upon 
self They knew that their future, even 
their present survival, depended on fol­
lowing God’s will for their lives. Only He 
could give them the security they needed 
and longed for so desperately Recogniz­
ing this, they settled down to build again 
the land that had been both exploited and 
virtually destroyed.

Restoration of God’s people
Having been purged of their dross, 

Judah would become a fit vessel for God 
to use in His redemptive program This 
thought caused the prophet to burst forth 
in praise. He loved the people even when 
they were disobedient to God.

Earnestly desiring the best for his 
country, he saw a day in the future when 
God would give the renewed remnant 
perfect security. He knew that wicked­
ness could do its worst, but God was 
stronger than all the evil that the forces 
of unrighteousness could summon.

Even though corruption seemed to 
have poisoned completely the stream of 
morality, he believed and preached that 
God’s grace was greater than all our 
sins. Underneath all the world’s tragedy, 
he shared the conviction held by all the 
prophets. He expressed it earlier when 
he was condemning the nation’s sin, 
“The just Lord is in the midst every 
morning doth He bring His judgment to 
light, Hp faileth not” (3:5).

He was certain Judah still had a 
glorious future. Sing aloud and be glad! 
Rejoice with all the heart!

As always, in interpreting Old Testa­
ment prophecy, we must be cautious at 
this point. The promises to Israel and 
Judah were in order that God’s redemp­
tive program might become a reality in 
history. From the beginning, the Lord 
had all the world in mind ! He was patient 
with His people because He had chosen 
them for a great task. Many individuals 
fell along the way, but God’s chosen peo-

ADD-A PAD
PEW UPHOLSTERING
& REVERSIBLE CUSHIONS
Our installers have upholstered over 
125.000 lineal feet of pews. 15 year wear 
warranty. We can upholster your pews on 
site for less than loose cushions' Call us for a 
FREE estimate.

TOLL FREE 800-334-8130

ch Interiors Inc.
CHURCH FURNITURE 4 STAINED glass

2029 N Centennial Street

pie, as a group, continued.
Their supreme contribution to the 

world was when Jesus Christ entered his­
tory through a virgin’s womb in order to 
climax God’s great work by dying for our 
sins and rising again from the dead. All 
who receive Christ are the true Israel of 
God! (Galatians 3:29; 6:16). The bless­
ings promised to her are available today 
to those who will appropriate them!

BIBLE PUZZLE ANSWERS
P O Sox 5346 • High Point. NC 27262-5346
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A corrupt society
By Don Garner, assistant professor of religion 

Carson-Newman College, Jefferson. City
Basic Passage: Ezekiel 22
Focal Passages: Ezekiel 22:3-4, 23-31

As difficult as it may be, we must ap­
ply these strong words of Ezekiel to the 
church and to ourselves. As tempting as 
it may be. we must ? m n n t 
not let ourselves try I [J J [
to “escape” the real 
force of Ezekiel’s Ml aM 
message for us to- 
day by relating it U r
merely to U.S. soci-
ety at large. ZWWT J1&,

Ezekiel spoke to \
the people of God in l fS/ Jw 
ancient Israel speci-
fically in the light Gomer 
of their covenant relationship to God. To­
day the church, not the United States or 
Israel or any other single nation, is in 
that position of privilege and responsi­
bility as God’s “new Israel” through the 
“new covenant” in Christ (see my lesson 
comments in June 4 issue).

Apply these words of Ezekiel to the 
Christian church, to the SBC, and to your 
church. It will be a more painful but 
more beneficial interpretation of God’s 
Word.

God’s covenant of relationship
Because of her special relationship to 

God through His grace and election, 
Israel bore responsibility for maintain­
ing a high level of moral behavior. Israel 
“knew the Lord” in a special covenant 
relationship and she had agreed to live 
as God’s unique and distinct (“holy”) 
people. Yet Ezekiel concluded that Israel 
had “forgotten the Lord” (v. 12) after he 
inventoried instances of the grossest pos­
sible violations of the covenant (vv. 
6-12).

The people to whom much had been 
given in saving acts, from them much 
was expected in covenant faithfulness 
(cf. Luke 12:48). God legitimately ex­
pects His church today to live in lofty and 
loving response to His saving acts for us 
in Jesus Christ.

Jerusalem’s corruption in sin
By listing the wrongdoing found 

throughout Israelite society, Ezekiel em­
phasized the corruption of lifestyles (vv. 
6-12) and the corruption of leadership 
(vv. 23-29). Desire for power, lust, and 
greed led to terrible violations of cove­
nant life. Leaders victimized their fol­
lowers like wild predators (vv. 25,27; see 
34 riff). Priests were too passive con­
cerning the Scripture, ignoring its con­
tents and “looking the other way” rather 
than risk upsetting the people and jeop­
ardize their own security with Biblical 
confrontations (see Hosea 4:4-10).

Financial Manager
Position available immediately 

for sharp individual with heavy 
corporate accounting background, 
MBA, investment experience, and 
3 to 5 years' management and 
supervisory experience.

Send resume to:
Anne Terry
Woman's Missionary Union, SBC
P. O. Box C-10
Birmingham, AL 35283-0010
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“Whoso keepeth his mouth and his 
tongue keepeth his soul from troubles” 
(Proverbs 21:23).

False prophets (see June 29 lesson) 
“whitewashed” the status quo of sin 
structures rather than risk loss of sup­
port by preaching the truth (13riff). 
Common people turned on the weakest 
persons in society - sojourners, widows, 
and orphans.

We would like to believe that the fol­
lowers of christ are innocent of such sins. 
But we see too much social, sexual, and 
commerical sin throughout our ranks: 
greed for power in a church or denom­
ination that leads to slander of reputations 
and bribery of brokered power (Exodus 
23:8); sexual immorality among Chris­
tians; slackened seriousness about holy 
things ; willingness of leaders to put self 
above service; tendency of Bible inter­
preters to prefer whitewashed traditions 
to the bold truth of Scripture because it 
might offend.

Ezekiel’s confrontation in preaching
Ezekiel confronted such rampant 

wrong with powerful preaching. He in­
dicted them (v. 2) and declared in three 
ways God’s sentence: “You will be ridi­
culed by others (w. 4b-5; 5:5-8,14). You 
will lose your position and identity and 
become scattered exiles (v. 15). You will 
be consumed like impurities burned in a 
smelter’s fire (w. 17-22, 31).” Mixed so 
thoroughly with sin, God’s people had 
lost their uniquely pure identity as His 
distinctive people.

In the SBC, our once great and pure 
mission for Christ together as a denomi­
nation has become alloyed with divisive 
dross. Each June, the bronze and tin of 
pious power plays, along with the iron 
and lead of political perversions, become 
mixed with the silver of prayer and 
preaching. And throughout the year, the 
Great Commission suffers the dross of 
the great controversy.

God will judge us. The nations we 
claim to be evangelizing already mock 
our hypocritical behavior. Our only wit­
ness is the slag by-product of our heated 
infighting.

We must quickly return to a pure wit­
ness for Jesus founded only in His Lord­
ship. There will always be differences in 
personalities and even interpretations, 
all silver is not mined from the same 
vein. But all of us are committed to one 
Lord and led by one Spirit (Ephesians 
4:1-16).

Our courage in confession
Are you not glad Ezekiel is not alive to­

day to issue his blisteringly confrontive 
indictments against us in the new Israel? 
But then, maybe we just are not all that 
guilty of any sin before God - we are 
God’s elect, you know! Or maybe God 
just has not noticed our sinfulness.

We had better not count on it!
The real question is: Do we have the 

courage to read Ezekiel 22 as a commen­
tary on us and a warning of God’s judg­
ment? We need to open receptive ears 
and responsive hearts to hear our 
modern-day Ezekiels, even when their 
words burn us like fire. We need purifica­
tion from our dross through such pro­
phetic words. But, tragically, before we 
will let our prophets get close enough to 
so much as singe us, we too often “bum 
them at the stake” first.

As Ezekiel observed (v. 14), courage 
and the strength to withstand judgment 
are missing from God’s people who are 
contaminated with unconfessed wrong­
doing.

God’s call to faithfulness
The world desperately needs a group 

of God’s people in faithful covenant rela­
tionship with Him who will bear witness 
- in their spiritual lifestyles as well as in 
their pious words — to the God Who 
made us all and Who will make us whole 
again through His Son.

Some of us must become those who 
will “build up the wall and stand in the 
breach” (v. 30) in the spirit of the closing 
stanza of that classic prayer hymn of 
Harry Emerson Fosdick: "God of grace 
and God of glory. ... Set our feet on lofty 
places; gird our lives that they may be 
armored with all Christ-like graces in 
the fight to set men free. Grant us wis­
dom, grant us courage, that we fail not 
man nor Thee!”
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES—!—  SSL
Lesson for July 27

Natural resources
By Danny Bush, associate minister 
First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge

Basic Passages: Genesis 1: Psalms 8; 19:1-6; 24:1-2; 95:1-7; Luke 12:41-48 
Focal Passages: Genesis 1:28-31; Psalms 24:1; 95:3-5; Luke 12:42-46, 48b

“Danny, wake up, but be quiet. Come 
over to the window and you can see three 
deer in the backyard.” With these early 
morning remarks from my wife, I was a- 
wakened the other 
day.

We both enjoy 
watching the behav­
ior of animals in 
their natural habi­
tat. Behind our 
home is a greenbelt 
and beyond that a 
Girl Scout camp. 
This makes it possi­
ble for us to enjoy a Bush 
wide variety of God’s beautiful world — 
deer, opossums, all kinds of birds, a 
snake or two, squirrels, trees, many 
types of plants.

Seinan Jo Gakuin 
elects chancellor

KITAKYUSHU. Japan - Southern 
Baptist Missionary Vera Campbell was 
elected June 28 as chancellor of Seinan 
Jo Gakuin, the Baptist girls’ school in 
Kitakyushu.

Campbell, a native of Fairburn, Ga., 
had been vice-chancellor of the school, 
which educates girls from junior high 
school through junior college. Former 
chancellor Yoshimi Inoue died in March.

A missionary since 1950, Campbell was 
formally installed July 7.

DORMITORY SUPERVISORS 
(HOUSEPARENTS)

Teenagers in our Dormitories Need 
Loving, Caring, Sensitive Adult 
Leadership.
Supervisors must live in Dormitory 
and eat in Cafeteria.
Supervisors must be disciplined 
and be able to discipline.

Send Resume to:
Dr. William L. Palmer

President
Harrison-Chilhowee

Baptist Academy
Seymour, TN 37865

August 10, 1986 
You are cordially invited 

to the

45th Anniversary Celebration

of

Woodmont Baptist Church

Regular Morning Services Dinner on the Grounds at Noon
2:00 p.m. — Anniversary Service

Dr. G. Allen West, Former Pastor, Special Guest 
Dr. Bill Sherman, Pastor

East Tennessee Central and West Tennessee
Cal Elkins, Sales Manager Al Sutton. Soles Manager

591 Phyllis Cr. 1007 Murfreesboro Rd., Suite 101
Talbott, TN 37877 Nashville, TN 37217

(615) 587-4130 (615) 367-9157

I moved quietly to the window to peer 
out in the morning mist. Sure enough, 
there in a small clearing stood three 
young deer. To our delight they were 
joined by yet another deer.

They did not remain long. It seemed 
that they kept on a steady move, not fast, 
just a protective alert pace. We were 
amazed how quickly they disappeared 
into the foliage. The coloring and mark­
ing of their fur is such that they blend into 
the surroundings. In order to see them a 
few seconds longer, we had to give very 
close observance or it was impossible to 
locate these graceful, lovely animals.

Caring people are saddened to hear 
about the extinction or near extinction of 
different species of animals. God is the 
Creator of all that is or ever shall be. He 
has placed humanity in a most responsi­
ble position which is over ail living things 
in the air and on land (Genesis 1:28-31). 
It is an awesome and important obliga­
tion at which we both fail and succeed.

Reports from land management peo­
ple, environmentalists, naturalists, and 
those who study atmospheric conditions 
often inform us of short and long range 
problems concerning land, animal, and 
weather resources. From the standpoints

Outdoor Drama of Jesus

14th Anniversary 
June 13-August 23, 1986 

Smoky fountain 
passion Jplay

and presenting

Damascus Road
The Story of Paul 

AT TOWNSEND, TENNESSEE
Special Church discount for groups of IS or 
more. For reservations and information 
write or call:

Smoky Mountain Passion Ploy 
Townsend, TN 37882

Telephone 615-448*2244 or 615*984*4111 

of religion and common sense, it is in the 
best interest of current and future 
generations that protection of the world 
in which we exist is absolutely essential.

One example of positive change for the 
better in the environment is in east Ten­
nessee. Through careful water and land 
control with a system of dams, lakes, 
and rivers, many thousands of acres of 
the area have been converted from flood 
and soil erosion to safe water manage­
ment and more productive land useage.

Some while back, this wise statement 
came to my attention: “We are guests on 
this earth, not proprietors.”

The psalmist put this same concept in 
beautiful Biblical poetry in Psalm 24:1, 
which reminds us that we own nothing 
and God owns everything. Not only does 
our Father own everything but he is also 
the final authority over all and we are ex 
pected to properly care for His creation 
His marvelous handiwork (Psalm 95:3-5)

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits. Altars. Communion Tables 

Free Brochures • Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montiake Dr.
Coll Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

SPECIAL!!!
INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTO • HOME • CHURCH • LIFE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY

For people who abstain from the use of alcoholic 
beverages, we would like the opportunity to show you 
one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, HOME, 
CHURCH AND AUTO INSURANCE.

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:

Chattanooga (615)
Hiram Altman . 894-3275
A & P Ins. Agency 877-3561

Elizabethton (615)
Elizabethton Ins. Agency .. .542-4983
Hart Ins. Agency ..............542-5648

Greenbrier (615)
.Porter Rawls Ins. Agency . 643-0102

Kingsport (615)
Clarence Huffman...............288-6711
Roy Strunk Agency . . 239-8683
Rogers Ins. Agency .... 247-1171

Knoxville (615)
Lloyd Burton............................524-1201
Mary Goodson....................... 525-6264

Lexington (901)
Pat Carnal Agency 968-6649

Memphis (901)
RuthCairnes. .......... 795-6559
Wilbur Milam..................... 388-2904

Our Lord does not mince words in His 
teaching about our stewardship of abili­
ties and natural resources. The first con­
cern the people of God should have is 
humankind. We are to reach, teach, and 
^minister to all people.

People are the greatest resources and 
following humanity are the multi-varied 
resources which support and sustain all 
of us.

Much is given us and much is expected 
of us by the Almighty Maker of heaven 
and earth (Luke 12:42-48). May we be 
wise in our use of God-given gifts to care 
for one another and this good earth.

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
VAN WINKLE carpet.
CHURCH

FURNISHINGS & 
PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE '.-800-821-7263

Monterey (615)
Cumberland Mtns. Ins. .839-2131

Murfreesboro (615)
Atlas Ins. Agency . 890-3445
Golden Rule Ins. 893-7853

Nashville (615)
Don Brown...............  . .367-9157
Richard Coleman . 865-7232
Tee Insurance Agency . . 385-3700
Dick Wonders .885-1332

Oak Ridge (615)
Reichle Ins. Agency .483-1040

Paris (901)
H. D. Lax Ins. Agency . . 642-5281

Selmer (901)
Stan Wheeler Ins. Agency .645-9839

Tracy City (615)
Hendrix Ins. Service 592-6721
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Former NASA scientist becomes missionary
By Eric Miller

RICHMOND, Va.(BP) — A former 
NASA research analyst and science pro­
fessor has become a Southern Baptist 
missionary to Africa, and his scientific 
colleagues are ridiculing him.

But ridicule is something Wayne Wal­
ton Jr. has had to face even as a college 
professor because he believes in God, 
tithes in church, and tells his students 
the Biblical account of creation.

Walton and his wife, Linda, and two 
children, Philip, 12, and Susanne, 10, will 
live in Ouagaudougou, capital of the west 
African nation of Burkina Faso. After 
completing French language study, he 
will direct a Baptist student center near 
the University of Ouagadougou. She will 
be involved in a variety of outreach 
ministries.

Scientists at the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and college 
professors Walton worked with are ei­
ther atheists or agnostics, he says. When 
they learned of his missionary appoint­
ment last December, they wrote and told 
him he was “wasting” his life and educa­
tion.

“One of the professors I worked with,” 
Walton recalls, “on the opening day of 
class, would go in and tell these students, 
‘I imagine some of you guys in here are 
foolish enough to think there’s a God. 
Then you’re foolish enough to think this 
so-called God could create something. 
You can have your superstitions, but in 
here, we’re going to teach you the 
truth.’ ”

Despite criticism from other pro­
fessors, Walton would present students 
with the Biblical view of creation as an 
alternative to the evolution theory while 
teaching historical geology. Several 
“closet Christian” students thanked him 
for presenting the Biblical view.

Committed Christian scientists are 
rare, Walton says, and many scientists 
feel “unless you can put it into a test 
tube, unless you can put it into a machine

ROCK OF AGES — Wayne Walton Jr., a former NASA research analyst and science 
professor, photographs a rock. Walton once helped supervise the scientific study 
of moon rocks collected by Apollo astronauts. Now he will go to Burkina Faso to 
share the Rock of Ages.
and get some readout on it, then it really 
doesn’t exist.”

Colleagues have told Walton, “If you 
need a god, if you need a crutch and you 
want to call him Buddha or Mohammed, 
and you can envision in your own mind 
that he can do these things for you, that’s 
fine. But when it comes down to the nitty- 
gritty, it’s what you do for yourself that 
makes the difference.”

Yet many scientists are lonely and are 
searching for something, Walton says. 
They lack fulfillment and their degrees, 
positions, and awards “are vain,” he 
believes. Some abuse alcohol and have 
extramarital affairs and “try to find 
something in life that would give them 
the happiness that they’re not getting 
through their credentials.” Walton ad­
mits he was “very, very secular and 
career-oriented” in his teaching days 

before joining NASA. The NASA job 
“was going to be my steppingstone to get 
me to higher and better places.”

He dreamed of obtaining a large re­
search grant at a big university. Then, “I 
would retire in a nice cushy job and have 
lots of graduate students working under 
me, cranking out papers, with me get­
ting all of the credit for them.”

While employed at the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston, Walton coordinated 
distribution of moon rocks to scientists 
around the world to study. During that 
time, he noticed what was almost a wor­
ship of the rocks even though they were 
like earth rocks.

The moon rocks sat in stainless steel 
cans with gaskets. These were encased 
in nitrogen-filled cabinets in a “beefed 
up bank vault” which can sustain 200- 
mph winds for 48 hours without damage.

Having worked for NASA, Walton is at­
tractive to many universities. But he 
looks at the experience as a gift God 
gave him “as an opening to a door that 
perhaps would not be as readily open.”

Walton, who is from Springfield, Mo., 
says he became a Christian as a child. 
But he recommitted his life to Christ as a 
Southern Baptist just before joining 
NASA. “It was a period of growing for 
me and learning about Southern Baptists 
and what they believed,” he recalls.

He grew up believing missionaries 
were “preachers that went out and lived 
in little grass huts in the middle of 
nowhere and preached. I’d just never 
been around missionaries.” Then he 
married one.

He met a Tennessean, the former Lin­
da Porter of Orlinda, at Ohio State Uni­
versity. He went there to get a doctor of 
philosophy degree in mineralogy. She 
was working on a master’s degree in 
nursing. The government of Nigeria, 
where she had been serving as a single 
Southern Baptist missionary, had ruled 
the advanced nursing degree would be 
necessary for anyone teaching in the 
school of nursing where she was a facul­
ty member.

When they married, she resigned from 
missionary service. But “her hope was 
that maybe someday God would call me, 
too, and we could go back to the field as a 
couple,” he says. “It took nearly 15years 
for that to come about.”

A turning point in his life occurred 
when he started working with the Baptist 
Student Union while teaching at Mid­
western State University in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, in 1979.

College faculty members need minis­
try, he says. Many Christians who share 
their faith are intimidated by faculty 
members because of their multiple 
degrees and high level of conversation.

Walton, who has six degrees, is not 
intimidated. And he will be witnessing to 
students and professors in Burkina Faso.

SBC urban churches exceed average growth rate of SBC
NASHVILLE (BP) — A mid-decade 

report of Southern Baptist progress in 
the 45 largest American population cen­
ters shows a slow but definite trend of 
growth toward larger urban churches.

The growth, detailed in a new research 
project from the Center for Urban 
Church Studies at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, also points to sig­
nificantly higher resident membership 
growth in northern cities as compared to 
the South.

The Southern Baptist Convention, long 
comprised of a majority of churches with 
a membership of less than 300, is experi­
encing an increase in the average size of 
churches because of the growth in the ur­
ban areas, reported Kirk Hada way.

Hadaway, research director for the 
Center for Urban Church Studies, said 
the growth in the North is necessary if 
the denomination is to reach large cities, 
because the largest U.S. cities are lo­
cated outside the South.

Southern cities still rate above north­
ern cities in the survey when net in­
creases in resident membership are 
compared, because of the large mem­
bership base they have.

The only large city to break the top five 
in net change in membership and per­
centage change in membership for the 
past five years was Los Angeles, where 
26,212 new members, or 29.4 percent, 
placed third in net change and fourth in 

percentage change. The only Southern 
city to rank in the top 10 in percentage 
and net increase was San Antonio, 
Texas. Phoenix, Ariz., and San Fran­
cisco join Los Angeles to make three 
western cities in the top 10.

Houston ranked first in net change in 
resident members, with an increase of 
28,419, or 12 percent, which was 14th in 
percentage increase. Dallas, with an in­
crease of 27,588, or 8.7 percent, was sec­
ond in riet gain and 16th in percentage 
gain.

Hartford, Conn., which ranked number 
one under percentage increases with 123 
percent, was number 30 in net increase 
with 599. The Boston area ranked num­
ber two in percentage gain with a 109 
percent increase and 28th in net gain 
with a growth in resident members of 
911.

Two Tennessee cities, Nashville and 
Memphis, were among the 45 metropoli­
tan areas surveyed.

Nashville ranked 13th in net change in 
resident SBC church members with a 
gain of 4,844 in the five-year period. 
However, the percentage of change in 
resident members was 4.7, dropping 
Nashville to 28th in the standings. 
Nashville also ranked 33rd in net change 
of SBC churches with a gain of one.

Memphis was 27th in net change of 
SBC churches with a gain of three. The 
west Tennessee city was 33rd in net 

change in SBC resident church members 
with a gain of 286 and 37th in percentage 
change of resident members with a .3 
percent increase.

Growth of the urban population cen­
ters is projected to be faster during the 
current decade than will be experienced 
overall by Southern Baptist Convention 
churches.

The number of churches in the 45 
largest population centers in the U.S. 
registered a gain of 7.7 percent from 1970 
to 1980, compared to a 4.3 percent gain 
for the total number of churches in the 
convention. For 1980-85, churches in ur­
ban centers increased by 4.8 percent, 
compared to 3.2 percent for SBC 
churches. Projections for the decade 
predict an increase of 8.8 percent for ur­
ban churches and 6.4 percent for all SBC 
churches.

In resident members, the urban popu­
lation centers also are projected to out­
distance all SBC churches by 14.8 per­
cent to 11.4 percent during the ’80s, based 
on growth for the first half of the decade 
of 7.3 percent for urban churches over 5.4 
percent for all SBC churches.

Additionally, Southern Baptist churches 
in the top 45 population centers will rep­
resent more of the total number of 
churches in the denomination at the end 
of the ’80s. In 1970, churches in the urban 
centers represented 18.6 percent of the 

total, compared to a projected percent­
age of 19.6 in 1990.

Resident members of churches in the 
top 45 population centers will grow by 
almost 1 percent from 1970 to 1990, 
according to the projection in the new 
research project. In 1970, the 2.3-million 
resident members in urban areas repre­
sented 27.5 percent of the SBC resident 
membership. That total is projected to 
be 28.4 percent or just under 3.1-million 
resident members in urban areas by 
1990.

Resident membership growth in the 
largest cities in the South was 6.0 percent 
between 1980 and 1985. This compares to 
a 13.3 percent gain outside the South. The 
greatest growth was experienced in the 
West, with a 21.6 percent increase, and in 
the Northeast, with a 9.6 percent in­
crease.

Resident membership increased in 37 
of the 45 metropolitan areas, and most 
cities increased by more than 1,00. No 
western cities declined, while two dropped 
in the Northeast (Rochester, N.Y., and 
Pittsburgh). Four of the nine urban 
areas in the Midwest lost, including 
Detroit, Cleveland, Minneapolis, and 
Milwaukee. Also losing resident mem­
bers for the,five-year period were Balti­
more and St. Louis, which had the 
largest net loss among the urban popula­
tion centers.


