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Former SBC presidents 
endorse Pat Robertson

By Kathy Palen
WASHINGTON (BP)- Supported by 

statements from two former Southern 
Baptist Convention presidents, religious 
broadcaster Marion G. (Pat) Robertson 
announced he will seek the presidency of 
the United States if enough registered 
voters pledge their support.

During a three-hour extravaganza that 
combined elements of a political rally, 
patriotic pageant, and tent revival, Rob­
ertson told about 3,000 supporters at Con­
stitution Hall in Washington, “Deep in 
my heart I know God’s will for me in this 
crucial decision.’’

He said he will seek the 1988 Republi­
can presidential nomination if during the 
next year 3-million registered voters will 
sign petitions pledging their prayers, 
work, and donations toward his election.

Prior to Robertson’s appearance, fig­
ures from the fields of entertainment, 
sports, and religion voiced their support 
for Robertson’s candidacy during the 
Sept. 17 program. Among those support - 
era were two former Southern Baptist 
Convention presidents, James T. Draper 
Jr. and Charles Stanley.

Draper said his “fellow Southern Bap­
tist’’ is “uniquely qualified to protect us 
from the threats that we face today.’’ 
Among the threats listed by Draper, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of Euless,

CLC trustees reject move 
to narrow abortion stance

By David Wilkinson
NASHVILLE (BP) - By the margin of 

a single vote Sept. 17, trustees of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion rejected an attempt to tie the agen­
cy’s literature on abortion to specific 
SBC resolutions.

Commission members meeting in an­
nual session turned aside a recommen­
dation which would have instructed the 
staff of the national ethics agency to pro­
duce materials allowing for the possibili­
ty of abortion only when the physical life 
of the mother is endangered.

After lengthy discussion, trustees voted 
14-13, with two abstentions, to encourage 
the agency’s staff to continue to produce 
materials “vigorously opposing abortion 
on demand.” The vote was in support of 
an amendment which deleted language 
requiring the agency to produce materi­
als more in line with resolutions on abor­
tion passed by messengers to the 1980, 
1982, and 1984 Southern Baptist conven­
tions.

The reference to the SBC resolutions 
had been added earlier to a staff recom­
mendation outlining plans to produce 
special materials about what Southern 
Baptists are doing throughout the coun­
try to provide alternatives to abortion. 

Texas, were social and political irre­
sponsibility, destruction of the free en­
terprise system, a growing national 
debt, and a weakened national defense 
system.

“His commitment to God and his un­
derstanding of the historical base of our 
nation which is grounded and rooted in 
Biblical truth,” Draper said, “will 
enable him to protect us from the threat 
of the dangerous notion that religious 
and moral convictions are inappropriate 
in the political and public arena.” He 
added Robertson’s legal background 
would equip him to protect the nation 
from the threats of reducing law to a 
state’s precedent instead of basing it on 
eternal principles.

“His entire life and experience has 
prepared him to understand the relation­
ship between the state and the church,” 
Draper continued. “He understands that 
separation of church and state does not 
mean separation of God and govern­
ment.”

Draper, who Raid he spoke “witH and 
for many Southern Baptists,” then read 
a letter from Stanley, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Atlanta, who was un­
able to attend the meeting.

In his letter, Stanley said, “I encour­
age you to pursue the course to which 

(Continued on page 2)

The commission’s program committee 
had voted 6-4 to add the wording after an 
appeal by Atlanta Pastor James Wood 
that a pamphlet drafted by CLC Execu­
tive Director Foy Valentine does not ade­
quately reflect the sentiments in the 
three convention resolutions.

While the amended version approved 
by the full commission omitted refer­
ence to the specific resolutions, it added 
that materials should take “into serious 
account resolutions and actions made in

(Continued on page 2)

Upper east churches Invite pastors Nov.9
Tennessee pastors who arrive in the Johnson City area on Sunday before the 

Nov. 11-13 Tennessee Baptist Convention will have the opportunity to preach in 
churches in the area, according to Edward Futrell, pastor of Southside Baptist 
Church, Johnson City.

Futrell is coordinating the invitations for churches in Holston, Sullivan, and 
Watauga Baptist associations in cooperation with Ron Phillips, pastor of Cen­
tral Baptist Church of Hixson and president of the TBC Pastors’ Conference.

“We want to make it possible for our area churches to hear some of our Ten­
nessee pastors preach, and for the pastors to become acquainted with some of 
the Baptist church members in this part of the state,” Futrell said.

Pastors who are interested in preaching in an upper east Tennessee church 
on Nov. 9 should write to Futrell at Holston Baptist Association, 207 University 
Parkway, Johnson City, TN 37601.

DEDICATION CEREMONY — Tennessee Gov. Lamar Alexander (left) joins (left to 
right) George West III, chairman of Belmont College's trustees; Nashville entre­
preneur Jack C. Massey: and Wayne Brown, dean of the Jack C. Massey Graduate 
School of Business, during Sept. 17 dedication ceremonies for Belmont's new 
graduate school of business.

Gov. Alexander addresses 
graduate school dedication

NASHVILLE - The Jack C. Massey 
Graduate School of Business, the first 
graduate school established at any of 
Tennessee’s Baptist colleges, was for­
mally dedicated in ceremonies at Bel­
mont College last week featuring Gov. 
Lamar Alexander.

In the Sept. 17 dedication ceremony in 
Massey Auditorium, Alexander gave 
Massey an “A+” for his efforts in estab­
lishing a unique graduate school of 
business at Belmont.

Massey, a prominent Nashville entre­
preneur, was a founder of both Kentucky 
Fried Chicken and Hospital Corporation 
of America. A longtime supporter of Bel­
mont. the Baptist businessman was also 
a leader in the formation of the under­
graduate business school.

“It looks to me like Jack’s done it 
again, this time with an educational in­
stitution,” Alexander said, congratulat­
ing Massey for his vision and strategy.

“He (Massey) sees a real need, he de­
velops a strategy to meet that need, he 
explains it in plain English, and then he 

wears everybody out until it happens,” 
the governor said.

Alexander also outlined and com­
mented on each of the Massey school’s 
five purposes: (1) to provide graduate 
degrees characterized by quality and 
practicality; (2) to teach the themes of 
private enterprise, entrepreneurship, in­
novation, and leadership; (3) to stress 
basic verbal, writing, and analytical 
skills; (4) to emphasize moral and ethi­
cal business issues; and (5) to accom­
plish these purposes through a faculty 
with proven as well as continuing aca­
demic and practical preparation in spe­
cific business fields.

“This is a special and historical mo­
ment in the life of Belmont College,” 
said President William E. Troutt during 
the Sept. 17 convocation. “Today we are 
honoring the graduate program in the 
School of Business, a program we expect 
to emerge in the next few years as one of 
the finest in the country.

“It is also a day for paying tribute to a 
leader - a leader whose vision and gen­
erosity has ushered Belmont College into 
a new era of academic quality,” Troutt 
continued.

In a videotaped interview presented 
Sept. 16, preceding a lecture by “Wall 
Street Week” host Louis Rukeyser in 
honor of the occasion, Massey said he 
felt “obligated to Nashville” and hoped 
to repay the city in some way.

“It seemed to me that education was 
the most needed thing. It was the one 
thing that could go on forevef,” said 
Massey. “If a person had an education, 
you couldn’t take that away from him. 
Therefore. I felt if I could give something 
to education in Nashville, it would be a 
continuing and profitable thing for peo- 

(Continued on page 2)
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Harmon resigns HMB^ost
ATLANTA (BP)- Richard W. Har­

mon, associate director of the interfaith 
witness department of the Southern Bap­
tist Home Mission Board, resigned Sept. 
15, saying his resignation “is best for all 
persons concerned.”

“I’ve come to the conclusion that I can 
no longer function well within the cli­
mate that I perceive enveloping the 
Home Mission Board,” said Harmon in 
his letter of resignation.

Harmon, who specializes in helping 
Southern Baptists better understand 
other denominations and Christian 
groups, has been on the board staff since

Blanche Groves 
dies in Dallas

DALLAS (BP)- Blanche Groves, a 
Southern Baptist missionary educator 
and evangelist who spent 39 years work­
ing in China, Hong Kong, and Hawaii, 
died Sept. 13 in Dallas. She was 97 years 
old.

The subject of the 1982 book, Blanche 
Groves of China: Indomitable Lady, by 
Jean Faulkner Bond, Groves went to 
China in 1920. She taught at two schools 
in Soochow and briefly was interned by 
Japanese occupation forces early in 
World War II before being repatriated to 
the United States. After returning to 
Soochow in 1946, she led a church while 
supervising extensive relief work at 
three nutrition centers and a hostel.

She left China in 1950 after the begin­
ning of the communist era and taught 
briefly at a Hawaiian Baptist academy. 
She transferred to Hong Kong in 1954 and 
began a Bible study in the Mandarin- 
speaking North Point area. By 1983 the 
North Point Baptist Church, the result of 
that small Bible study, had grown to 
nearly 1,500 members.

Groves retired from missionary ser­
vice in 1959 but continued to travel and 
speak about missions as long as she was 
physically able. She worked in church 
camps until 1980.

Born in Bridgeport, Texas, Groves was 
a graduate of Baylor University in Waco, 
Texas, and Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. 
She taught school in Texas and Oklaho­
ma before missionary appointment.

She is survived by six nieces, three 
nephews, and their families.

FMB adds details 
on mission robbery

OWERRI, Nigeria (BP) - About $5,000 
was taken from Southern Baptist Mis­
sionaries Urban and Loretta Green in a 
robbery reported earlier this month.

The loss is among additional details 
that John Mills, Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board director for West 
Africa, has learned of the incident in 
which the veteran missionaries from 
Tulsa, Okla., were tied, beaten, and 
robbed in their home in the rural Ni­
gerian town of Owerri.

The missionaries lost $1,000 in person­
al money, mostly in U.S. travelers 
checks. They were able to notify authori­
ties in time to stop payment on the 
checks.

However, robbers took about $4,000 in 
local currency that belonged to the local 
organization of missionaries and this 
probably will not be recovered, Mills 
said. He did not know if the robbers were 
armed. The Greens had only minor in­
juries and were not hospitalized. Local 
police reportedly were working on the 
case^

1981, having previously been an editor 
and curriculum development coordina­
tor at the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville.

He did not announce any immediate 
plans for the future but said he is explor­
ing several possible areas of future min­
istry and will announce those plans at an 
appropriate time in the future. “I feel I 
will be better able to fulfill my calling 
from God in other areas,” he said.

Harmon said his resignation is “a per­
sonal decision I have reached on my 
own. I want to make it clear that I was 
not asked to resign. I believe this is best 
for all persons concerned. For me it is a 
matter of personal integrity.”

In his letter of resignation, Harmon ex­
pressed gratitude “to the people of the 
Home Mission Board who supported me 
from my first day here. I could not have 
worked in a better or more competent 
department than interfaith witness or 
with finer people than my department 
colleagues. My life is fuller for having 
been here. I leave with much sadness but 
with hope for the future.”

Harmon declined to amplify on his rea­
sons for resigning, saying he did not 
think it would serve any purpose to say 
more than what he said in his letter of 
resignation.

A native of Texas, Harmon is a former 
pastor in Olney, Texas, and former youth 
director for churches in Dallas and Hous­
ton. He is a graduate of Hardin-Simmons 
University in Abilene, Texas, and South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas.

Three other longtime HMB staff mem­
bers in key positions resigned recently to 
pursue personal business opportunities 
(see Sept. 10 Baptist and Reflector, page 
7).

Alexander. .
(Continued from page 1) 

pie who had the opportunity to get this 
education.”

Massey gave Chancellor Herbert C. 
Gabhart, his longtime friend, much of 
the credit for making the graduate 
school a reality, and added that Presi­
dent Troutt had done a good job in contin­
uing what Gabhart had begun.

Massey Auditorium was filled to ca­
pacity with students, faculty, adminis­
tration, members of Belmont’s board of 
trustees and the Massey school advisory 
board, and many of Massey’s personal 
friends, business associates, and other 
noted businessmen.

The Massey School Master of Business 
Administration program is designed for 
working adults, with an “after six” eve­
ning curriculum. Fifty students are en­
rolled in two levels of intensity, depend­
ing on the educational and business ex­
periences.

In November, the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention voted to update the missions 
statement of its three Baptist colleges to 
allow graduate level programs in busi­
ness and education to be offered. In May, 
it approved Belmont’s plan for an 
M.B.A. program.

Samuel Boyd moves 
to Smyrna pastorate

Samuel H. Boyd recently began serving 
as pastor of Smyrna Baptist Church in 
Evensville.

A native of Pikeville, Boyd previously 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Selby, S.D. He was pastor of that church 
for 5^ years.

CLC abortion stance. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

recent Southern Baptist Conventions.” 
The vote on the abortion recommenda­

tion was one of three narrow votes re­
flecting the division between so-called 
moderate-conservatives and fundament­
al-conservatives within the SBC in the 
last eight years.

Commission members voted 16-13 in 
favor of a recommendation from its exe­
cutive committee that the agency’s Dis­
tinguished Service Award for 1987 be 
presented to Carolyn Weatherford, exe­
cutive director of the Southern Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union in Birming­
ham, Ala.

It was the first time in the history of 
the award that a nominee has been chosen 
by a split vote. The award, begun in 1965, 
honors persons who have provided ex­
ceptional leadership in Christian ethics. 
The vote followed discussion in which 
two new trustees indicated they did not 
know who Weatherford was and other 
members questioned the criteria for her 
selection.

In the meeting’s final action, Louisi­
ana Baptist state paper Editor Lynn P. 
Clayton was elected chairman, defeating 
Coy Privette of Kannapolis, N.C., in a 
secret ballot vote, 15 to 13.

Although nominated as vice-chairman 
by the commission’s nominating com­
mittee, Privette was nominated as chair­
man from the floor by Fred Lackey, a 
pastor from Athens, Ala. Following the 
vote for chairman, Privette was elected 
vice-chairman and Roy Rhodes of Talla­
hassee, Fla., was re-elected secretary, 
both without opposition.

In other actions, commission mem­
bers:

-Adopted a record $1,006,000 budget 
for 1986-87, including a 6 percent cost of 
living adjustment for the agency’s staff. 
The staff did not receive a cost of living 
adjustment last year.

-Approved plans to broaden the agen­
cy’s work in the areas of sanctity of hu­
man life and world hunger through new 
resource materials and special confer­
ences. To help finance new initiatives re­
lated to the sanctity of human life, 
trustees voted to request a $50,000 alloca­
tion from the convention through the 
SBC Executive Committee.

-Heard a report from the commis­
sion’s search committee indicating that 
while “several excellent prospects” had 
been identified and some had been inter­
viewed for the position of executive di­
rector, the committee was “not ready to 
make a recommendation at this time.” 
Search committee chairman Charles 
Wade of Arlington, Texas, said he hopes 
a special called meeting of the commis­
sion to consider a nominee can take 
place “as early as December.”

Valentine, citing a health problem re­
lated to blockages in his heart, requested 
in April that a search committee be ap­
pointed to begin the process of finding his 
successor.

-Approved a recommendation com­
mitting the agency “to a course of action 
leading to the establishment of a sub­
stantially enlarged presence in Washing­
ton.” To facilitate the request, the 
commission voted to ask the SBC Execu­
tive Committee to recommend to the 
convention a $200,000 increase in the bud­
get allocation for the agency “to make 
possible a permanent staff presence” in 
the nation’s capital beginning with the 
1987-88 budget year.

The action follows growing discussion 
in recent years calling for a Southern 
Baptist office in Washington to address 
social issues beyond the program assign­
ment of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, which deals exclusively 

with issues related to religious liberty 
and separation "of church and state.

-Approved plans for a CLC-sponsored 
task force of Baptist leaders to formulate 
strategies for education and action on 
AIDS and plans for development of re­
sources dealing with ethical and pastoral 
issues associated with the dread disease.

-Heard a report about all-time high 
distribution of ethics resources to South­
ern Baptist churches, up more than 50 
percent over last year.

In the meeting’s closing session, the 
vote on the abortion recommendation 
culminated a running debate in which a 
group of commissioners pressed Valentine 
on his views on abortion and criticized 
the agency’s literature on abortion as in­
adequate and ambiguous.

In the final debate, Wood argued that 
“more restrictive” language providing 
instruction to the agency’s staff was re­
quired because “without it we’re not nec­
essarily calling for any change in the 
material distributed by the commis­
sion.”

In response, Valentine said he was 
willing to work with any commission 
members “who would like to improve” 
the agency’s literature on abortion. One 
of the pamphlets in question, he pointed 
out, already has been revised several 
times.

Valentine said he believes he and the 
trustees “are more agreed than dis­
agreed on the sanctity of human life” 
and urged the commission to focus on 
“those things we all can agree on.”

David George, pastor of Nashville’s 
Immanuel Baptist Church, concurred, 
saying, “I hate to see us have a shootout 
when we are growing toward a moral 
consensus.”

Robertson...
(Continued from page 1) 

God has called you. Remember that God 
always honors our obedience.” The let­
ter closed with the statement, “Be sure 
of my prayers and support.”

During his speech, Robertson addressed 
issues ranging from the national debt to 
education to world trade to military sup­
port. Much of his speech, however, dealt 
with the role of religion in various as­
pects of American life.

“There can be no education without 
morality, and there can be no lasting mo­
rality without religion,” Robertson said. 
“For the sake of our children, we must 
bring God back to the classrooms of 
America.”

Citing a poll he said shows only 6 per­
cent of Americans to be atheists, Robert­
son said while he believes those atheists 
should have every right of citizenship, he 
does not believe “the 94 percent of us 
who believe in God have any duty what­
soever to dismantle our entire public af­
firmation of faith in God just to please a 
tiny minority who don’t believe in any­
thing.”

Robertson said the nation has permit­
ted an assault on its faith and values dur­
ing the past 25 years. He placed blame on 
“a small elite of lawyers, judges, and ed­
ucators” whom he said have produced a 
“tortured view of the establishment of 
religion clause of the First Amendment 
to our Constitution.”

He also pointed to today’s motion pic­
tures, television, and radio as replacing 
God with casual sex, infidelity, easy di­
vorce, drug use, and radical lifestyles.

In addition to asking supporters to sign 
petitions, Robertson also asked each one 
to donate at least $100 toward his possi­
ble campaign. That money is to be handled 
by a new exploratory organization, Amer­
icans for Robertson.



Page 3
September 24, 1986 Baptist and Reflector

Texans urge laypersons to fight controversy
By Toby Druin

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)- De­
scribing themselves as “Mainstream 
Conservative Southern Baptists,” four 
Texas Baptist laymen have called on lay­
persons across the Southern Baptist Con­
vention to “get involved - now” to end 
the controversy that has plagued the de­
nomination the last seven years.

Speaking to a crowd estimated by host 
pastor James Carter at “700 to 800” at 
University Baptist Church in Fort Worth, 
Sept. 11, the laymen, all deacons, urged a 
restoration of trust, integrity, and unity 

I among Southern Baptists. At the same 
time they called for an end to the 
fundamental-conservative publication. 
The Southern Baptist Advocate, and 
criticized “liberalism” they said exists 
in the footnotes of the Criswell Study 
Bible.

The four - John Baugh, president of 
Sysco Food Systems Inc. and a member 
of Second Baptist Church of Houston ; W. 
Dewey Presley, retired president of In- 
terfirst Corp, and a member of Park 
Cities Baptist Church of Dallas; Connal­
ly McKay, retired appeals court judge 
and a member-of Green Acres Baptist 
Church of Tyler; and Maston Courtney, 
attorney and a member of First Baptist 
Church of Amarillo - said the Fort 
Worth meeting was the first of several 
they plan across Texas.

No dates were announced, but the next 
“prayer and information” meetings, 
they said, will be in Abilene, San Angelo, 
and Amarillo. Others will follow in the 

| Dallas-Fort Worth area, Houston, and 
I other areas. All will be open to the pub- 
| lie. They called for an end to secret 

meetings in the convention, especially 
। meetings of the SBC Peace Committee. 
I The laymen said they represented no 

denominational agencies and were 
financing the meetings out of their own 
pockets because of “deep, heartfelt con­
cern” for the convention. They believe in 

* the fundamental of the faith but are not 
“fundamentalists,” they said.

All four have been active in the denom-

Aubry Jones earns 
highest RA award

Aubry Jones, a Royal Ambassador at 
Bluegrass Baptist Church in Henderson­
ville, has earned the National Ambassa­
dor Service Award, the highest award in 
the RA program.

Jones will be eligi­
ble to receive a $1,200 
scholarship to a par- 

I ticipating Baptist 
college.

He completed 750 
hours of service in 
the areas of applica­
tion, education, and 
ministry for the
award through the Jones 
tlA program, a missions organization for 
joys in grades 1-12 through Baptist 
lurches.

He will receive the award from the 
Brotherhood Commission in Memphis.

Jones is the son of Wayne and Lynda 
rones, who are also members of the Hen- 
iersonville church. He is involved in the 
hurch’s puppet ministry and is a mem­
ber of the audiovisual committee.
Jones, a graduate of Hendersonville 

ligh School, worked during the past sum- 
ler as equipment manager for Tennes- 
ee RA camps.
He plans to attend Volunteer State 

ommunity College in Gallatin and pur- 
ie a graphic arts career. 

ination. Baugh currently is a trustee of 
the Texas Baptist Foundation, although 
he said the next meeting of the board 
would be his last. His term expires this 
year. Courtney is also on the foundation 
board. Presley is a trustee of Baylor Uni­
versity, a member of the administrative 
committee of the state convention, and is 
a member and immediate past chairman 
of the SBC Executive Committee. McKay 
has been a Baylor trustee.

The four said they had informed SBC 
President Adrian Rogers of Memphis 
and Peace Committee Chairman Charles 
Fuller of Roanoke, Va., of their meeting 
plans and offered to send Fuller a video­
tape of the meeting if he would share it 
with the Peace Committee.

The four laymen said they also had in­
vited the last four presidents of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and Pastor 
W. A. Criswell of First Baptist Church of 
Dallas, to join in their effort. "If just one 
v ould (join),” said Courtney, “trust and 
integrity could be restored. Pray for that 
man.”

Th< four charged that political maneu­
vering a “spirit of McCarthyism,” “Nor- 
risism and deceit have placed a 
“creeping unsettling chill” over the de­
nomination. They asked laymen to seek 
the dismantling of political frameworks 
so that integrity could be restored. They 
urged laymen to keep records of “wrong­
doings - violations of Proverbs 6:16-19.”

They distributed forms to be used by 
concerned laypersons “to keep a simple 
record of issues about which you read or 
hear in order to be fully informed.” The 
form carried the name “Laity for ... the 
Baptist Faith and Message” with the ad­
dress P.O. Box 742904, Dallas. TX 75374- 
2904.

Another form asked for persons to 
identify themselves with “Laity for ... 
the Baptist Faith and Message” express­
ing love for “our missionaries Home and 
Foreign, giving generously to the Coop­
erative Program,” and “encouraging” 
the seminaries and other SBC endeav­
ors.

The laymen, speaking alternately, un­
derscored their faith in Texas Baptist 
and Southern Baptist Convention institu­
tions, particularly Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth and 
its president, Russell H. Dilday Jr. They 
affirmed their support of stands the 
Texas convention has taken on abortion, 
infanticide, pornography, gambling, and 
state-mandated prayer in the public 
schools.

Presley said the paramount question 
today is "Will the Southern Baptist Con­
vention split?”

Paige Patterson denies liberalism'
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) - Paige Patterson, manag­

ing editor of the Criswell Study Bible, denied Sept. 12 that a 
footnote in the Criswell Study Bible is an example of 
liberalism.

Patterson, president of the Criswell Center for Biblical 
Studies in Dallas, responded to criticism of the footnote 
sounded by Texas Baptist laymen John Baugh, W. Dewey 
Presley, Connally McKay, and Maston Courtney.

"The note raises a question about the nature of what kind 
of blood it was, exactly what the author meant by that, but it 
does not deny the occurrence of an actual miracle,” Patter­
son said.

“However,” he said, "the note certainly could have been 
clearer and could have been written in such a way, with 
greater care, so as to dispel anybody’s idea that an actual 
miracle of great significance did not in fact occur.”

He said "quite a number of corrections” are planned for

"It is divided now and some are deter­
mined to reach absolute political con­
trol,” he said. "The convention will be 
split end to end unless we free ourselves 
of these political tentacles and begin 
walking together in the freedom of Jesus 
Christ.”

The Dallas layman said the gi uup will 
do four things in their meetings - give 
factual information, speak the truth, re­
quest information when charges are 
made, and provide opportunities for per­
sons to speak to charges.

They called for the elimination of The 
Southern Baptist Advocate, labeling the 
independent publication as undeserving 
of the “Southern Baptist” name and “the 
real peacebreaker” in the convention.

Meetings of the Peace Committee, 
Baugh said, have been carried out in a 
“clandestine atmosphere” and minutes 
of the meeting have been sealed for 10 
years to deny Southern Baptists access 
to the deliberations The committee was 
appointed by the "political hierarchy.” 
he said and includes 15 “fundamental­
ists" among its 22 members.

Also criticized were comments in the 
Criswell Study Bible. Baugh singled out 
one footnote on the seventh chapter of 
Exodus where God turned the river to 
blood. The CSB explanatory note on the 
passage, Baugh said states "... which 
suggests that the ‘blood’ was filtered out 
by the sandy soil. This is not possible 
with literal blood. Thus the word may 
suggest merely a change in color." They 
distributed a sheet citing other examples 
of "liberalism” in the Criswell Study 
Bible.

Baugh said such commentaries by 
others have been deemed examples of 
liberalism by “fundamentalists.”

In a brief question-and-answer session 
capping the two-hour meeting, one man, 
who said he was a member of First Bap­
tist Church of Dallas, asked the laymen 
why they felt the “more conservative” 
movement began in 1979.

Baugh answered that in 1979 there may 
have been "some cause for concern” 
about some institutions, but it could have 
been handled better than through politi­
cal maneuvering. The concern "got off 
track” into a desire for more and more 
control, he said.

Also, Baugh was asked about his rela­
tionship to Edwin Young, his pastor at 
Second Baptist Church of Houston, who 
is considered one of the leaders of the 
fundamental-conservative group.

Baugh said he loved his pastor and his 
family and praised his ability as a com­
municator.

He said Young has stated he is on 
neither side of the controversy. He cited 

subsequent publication of the study Bible and expressed his 
gratitude "for anybody who helps us out,” regardless of 
their intentions.

He said what is already out in the market place cannot be 
changed, "but we certainly never said the notes to the 
Criswell Study Bible were infallible and inerrant - only the 
text of Scripture.”

"We are deeply grateful, whatever the motives may be. 
for anyone who points out weaknesses in the Criswell Study 
Bible, or for that matter anything else we do that could be 
construed as a denial of anything the Bible says."

He added he hopes John Baugh will apply the same stan­
dards "by which he is judging our work to that of Roy Lee 
Honeycutt (president of Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville, Ky.) and the Broadman Bible Commen­
tary and others.”

a sermon Young preached on "Side 
Streets” at the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion in 1980 as evidence he had not chosen 
sides. Baugh said he would “find it incon­
ceivable that Dr. Young would be any­
thing other than consistent in applauding 
the expectation that our conduct will 
reflect the expectations of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ ... .”

Contras murder
Baptist worker

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (BP)- First 
Baptist Church in Managua. Nicaragua, 
held a memorial service Sept. 11 for Bap­
tist health worker Nestor Antonio Castil- 
blanco and three other men reportedly 
killed by contra guerrillas.

Surviving family members told repre­
sentatives of Provadenic. the medical 
relief agency of the Baptist Convention 
of Nicaragua, that about 100 armed men 
came into San Jose de la Mula. an iso­
lated mountain area in the province of 
Matagalpa, late on the night of July 31.

The men abducted Castilblanco. his 
brothers Daniel and Filemon. and a 
brother-in-law, Jesus Barrera. Reports 
said the armed band also took clothing 
and valuables from each of the four 
men’s homes and burned one home to the 
ground. One account added that the band 
ransacked a small Baptist clinic oper­
ated by Castilblanco.

A search party found the bodies of the 
four abducted men the next morning. 
The bodies had multiple stab wounds and 
bore evidence of torture, witnesses said.

Provadenic officials in Managua. Nic­
aragua’s capital, said they did not learn 
of the killings for nearly two weeks be­
cause of the isolation of the region. A 
Provadenic delegation later visited San 
Jose de la Mula to confirm the killings. 
One report said about 400 villagers fled 
the area after the killings.

Castilblanco had worked in the Mata­
galpa region since 1981, according to 
Provadenic, helping improve health 
standards for children and families and 
promoting better food production. His 
two slain brothers worked with CEP AD, 
the Nicaraguan evangelical relief agen­
cy. Barrera was identified by Church 
World Service as a Roman Catholic so­
cial organizer.

Motives for the killings remain un­
clear. Contra guerrilla spokesmen con­
sistently have denied charges that they 
kill or torture civilians. But they often 
accuse CEPAD officials and other relig 
ious workers of pro-government activi­
ties.
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EDITORIAL

The ‘Word Games’ Baptist people play
This attitude is even creeping into our churches.Southern Baptists have raised up a generation of 

“word-watchers.” Their overwhelming purpose in 
life seems to be to watch words - not their own, but 
rather the words of others.

This emphasis on word-watching has led to some 
changes in our denomination.

Once we read books to receive ideas, inspiration, 
and instruction - now we read to find some passage 
or view that can be ridiculed.

Once we went to the classroom to learn the truths 
which a professor has found in his lifelong study of the 
Scriptures - now we go to seek some words or sen­
tences which might be said to deviate from a pre-de­
termined “norm.”

Once we went to church to apply the pulpit message 
to our own Christian pilgrimage - now it is to try to 
find something we can use to criticize the pastor.

Once we used lesson quarterlies to prepare us to 
teach or to participate in a Sunday School class - now 
we scan such materials, hoping to find some words 
that can be questioned.

In recent days, we have been contacted by those 
who object to Clyde Tilley’s reference to “the writer” 
of Genesis and to Paige Patterson’s reference to “the 
author” of Exodus. The critics apparently see some­
thing sinister in the words “writer” and “author” 
when used by these two Bible-believing professors.

Another word game involves certain pet designa­
tions for the Scriptures - authoritative, infallible, in­
errant, inspired by God’s Holy Spirit.

As Baptists, we should realize that ONLY the Bible 
is totally “truth without any mixture of error” - that 
no book nor quarterly, no sermon nor lecture is infalli­
ble, inerrant, nor authoritative.

As Baptists, we also believe in the “priesthood of 
the believer” — that every believer is accountable 
ONLY to God to interpret God’s Scripture and God’s 
will as that believer is led by the Holy Spirit.

But what happens when someone’s “priesthood” 
leads them to use words which are not approved by 
the word-watchers?

This question is even more critical when this some­
one is supported by the denomination. Should one who 
does not use the right words receive salary from the 
Cooperative Program coffers?
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Since the pastor is paid out of the church budget, 
what happens when the pastor does not agree totally 
with the deacons, the church council, or some power­
ful group within the church? Some would answer that 
the pastor who exercises his “priesthood” should be 
pulpitless.”

Meanwhile, the word games continue — with word­
watchers from both factions in our denomination 
claiming that the words used by the “other side” are 
worse than the words used by “our side.”

Hopefully, in the near future we can learn to once 
again trust our fellow Baptists — even when they do 
not say every word the way “our group” demands.

We must learn to again respect the truth pro­
claimed in books, quarterlies, classrooms, and pul­
pits - rather than focusing attacks on a word, phrase, 
or sentence which we might consider to be “false.”

And we all must seek to be “word-watchers” of our 
own critical, caustic, and condemning words - in 
describing those whose words we are watching.

comment

Baptist associations
With the coming of fall this week, thoughts turn to 

the annual meetings of the 68 associations affiliated 
with the Tennessee Baptist Convention. Actually, two 
of these have already met, but the other 66 will hold 
their sessions during the next six weeks.

There is no set pattern for associational meetings. 
Some meet on three days; others only on one day. 
Some meet in one church; others in several churches. 
Their length varies from one to six sessions.

Associations are as different and as distinctive as 
their schedules. Yet, one thing binds each of them 
together - their mutual concern for Baptist work and 
missions in the immediate geographic area.

As early as 164243, Baptist “associations” were con­
vening among English Baptists for mutual counsel. 
By 1655, several such groups had been formed in Eng­
land, and the “association” title was well recognized.

The first association in the United States came in 
1707 with the formation of the Philadelphia Associa­
tion by five churches in that area. Their stated pur­
pose was to be “an association of messengers 
authorized by their respective churches to mediate 
and execute designs for the public good.”

Historians note that messengers to these associa­
tions often sat in a circle - so there would be equality.

Churches were autonomous, and the association 
had no authority over the churches, except that fel­
lowship might be withdrawn from churches for defec­
tions in doctrine and practice. This led those early 
associations to adopt a confession of faith - a prac­
tice which continues today.

A Baptist association determines its own member­
ship, its own organizational plan, and its own pro­
grams. It provides opportunities for training and for 
local ministries and missions. And it elects its own of­
ficers and determines its own budget - financed 
mainly by voluntary contributions from its churches.

Because these 68 Tennessee associations meet 
locally, the total number of Baptists who attend these 
meetings will far exceed the number who will ever at­
tend a session of the Tennessee Baptist Convention or 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

For this reason, Baptist associations are our fore­
most grass-roots organizations. The spirit, attitudes, 
and actions of Southern Baptists in their associations 
have far more influence over Southern Baptist life in 
the churches than what happens in our state and na­
tional meetings.

We salute these associations and pray that God will 
guide their deliberations and their fellowship. .

By the editor
“Cicero, we’ve got a great new 

pastor,” exclaimed C. A. Dollar when 
he came by my office.

“I’m glad for you and Pennypinch 
Baptist Church,” I responded, knowing 
that the pulpit committee has been 
searching for a pastor for two years.

“Well, you can’t be too careful,” C. 
A. advised. “And when you get the 
right man, it’s worth the trouble.”

Cicero wanted information to put in 
the Baptist and Reflector. “Who is he 
and where is he serving now?” I asked.

“His name is Rev. Hugh Mility. And, 
uh, he’s not pastoring a church right 
now. That’s why we were able to get 
him so cheap — ah, I mean quick,” 
Dollar sounded. “Just say, ‘He’s be­
tween pastorates.’ ”

“Where has he served?” I inquired.
“Talk about experience!” Dollar add­

ed boastfully. “Brother Mility has been 
pastor of 10 churches in six different 
states - and he’s only been in the 
ministry for 14 years.”

Cicero asked why he moved so much.
“We did ask Brother Mility about 

that,” Dollar countered. “You wouldn’t 
believe the string of rascally congrega­
tions he’s run into! He’s adapted well, 
living in a house trailer — which in­
cidentally will SAVE us providing a 
parsonage or a housing allowance!”

Dollar continued to add up the new 
pastor’s benefits (to the church). “He 
has been supporting himself by working 
as an automobile mechanic and a 
carpenter. His experience will mean he 
can keep his old car running - so we 
can cut back on ‘Car Expense Allow­
ance’ and ‘Church Bus Maintenance’ — 
and we need lots of building repairs.

Cicero interrupted, “But won’t that 
take a lot of his time?”

"That’s all right,” Dollar calculated. 
“He’s got a stack of old sermons he has 
accumulated over 14 years, so he won’t 
need time to study.”

Cicero next inquired about the new 
pastor’s educational background.

“Another bonus!” Dollar offered. 
“He didn’t go to college or seminary. 
This probably means that he doesn’t 
plan to send his kids to college - so, 
because he won’t have that expense, we 
can pay him less! And since he’s not 
much on education and studying, we 
can cut the ‘Pastor’s Book Allowance’ 
out of the church budget.”

Cicero asked about Hugh’s family.
Dollar recounted Mrs. Mility’s talents 

as pianist, Sunday School teacher, nurs­
ery worker, WMU president, VBS hand­
work leader, Acteen director, and 
church hostess. “She can take the load 
off several of our members, so we can 
relax for awhile.”

Cicero thought for a moment. “C. A., 
you haven’t mentioned anything about 
his doctrinal beliefs.”

Dollar hestitated — but not very long. 
“I don’t know much about that - but 
he believes in FAIRNESS. He’s paying 
his own moving expense to Tennessee.”

Cicero paused, “I’m sure you and the 
church members have prayed about the 
call of Hugh Mility, haven’t you?”

Dollar jumped, “Really now, Cicero. 
You don’t need to pray when things 
work out so perfectly! ”
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Letters to the Editor
Letters on any religion-related subject are 
welcomed. Letters of over 300 words will not 
be used. Other letters may be shortened at 
the discretion of the editor. No unsigned let­
ters will be printed, but writer's name will be 
withheld for sufficient reason. Letters must 
contain complete address and telephone 
number. Letters must not make personal at­
tacks on the character or integrity of in­
dividuals.

Prose, poetry different
Dear editor:

Concerning your comment about my 
letter (Sept. 17), I should like to point out 
that the prose and the poetry of the Holy 
Spirit are both equally inerrant. How­
ever, in Psalm 91:4 the Holy Spirit 
speaks of the Lord covering us with “His 
feathers.” We do not take this literally 
because the form is clearly poetic.

In my opinion, I do not think that there 
are any “feathers” or such like in Gene-

IBC announces 
team openings

Tennessee volunteers currently are 
needed to comprise six Tennessee/Vene- 
zuela partnership teams, announced 
Clarence Stewart, foreign mission minis­
tries consultant and partnership coordina­
tor for the Tennessee Baptist Convention.

On Oct. 20-31, 10-12 people are needed 
to help the Primera Iglesia Bautista of 
San Antonio de los Altos. The church 
members there need to remodel a newly 
purchased church building in one of the 
fastest growing areas of Venezuela. It is 
a commuter community made up of 
about 300,000 people who work in Caracas.

Two teams are needed for Nov. 1-13 
and Nov. 15-27 to continue work of other 
teams in construction of a fourth floor on 
a building at the Baptist theological sem­
inary. The seminary is in Los Teques, a 
population of about 150,000.

Three additional teams are requested 
for the seminary. Eight to 10 persons are 
needed Dec. 1-14 to do landscaping work. 
On Dec. 7-23, 10-12 persons are needed 
for general maintenance and seven vol­
unteers are requested for Jan. 12-23 to 
build cabinets, lay tile, and replace a 
small roof.

The mission trips are part of Tennes­
see’s three-year partnership with Vene­
zuela, which began in November 1985 
and is coordinated by the Southern Bap­
tist Foreign Mission Board.

Additional volunteers are needed for 
construction, crusades, training, evan­
gelism, camp work, and conferences in 
MasterLife, WMU work, and steward­
ship. Persons interested should contact 
Clarence Stewart, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, P. O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
TN 37027.

Ministers' wives group 
to meet in Jackson

JACKSON - The West Tennessee Min­
isters’ Wives Fellowship will meet Oct. 7 
at 10:50 a.m. in the President’s Dining 
Room at Union University.

Following the fellowship’s theme for 
the year, “Seasonings,” the program 
will be entitled, “Seasoned with Music.” 
Pat Brock, minister of music at First 
Baptist Church in Henderson, and Tere­
sa Wood, wife of Gerald Wood, associate 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Alamo, 
will be featured.

sis 1. And I doubt that you and Professor 
Tilley would disagree with me.

Changing prose into poetry - or vice 
versa - can make a big difference in the 
interpretation of a passage. And I think it 
is vitally important to recognize Genesis 
1 (and the following chapters) as a prose.

J. W. Gill
1233 Radmoor Dr.
Chattanooga, TN 37421

Baptist Alternative Home
Dear editor:

I am writing in regard to the Baptist 
Alternative Home in Greeneville. The 
opportunity to live there and await the 
arrival of her baby came at a crucial 
time for my daughter.

The homelike atmosphere; the loving, 
caring houseparents; the sponsors; and 
the friendly visitors helped her so much 
at a very difficult time. The church peo­
ple of Greeneville and surrounding towns 
gave generously and apparently non- 
judgmentally of their money and of 
themselves in support of the home.

My prayer is that any woman who 
finds herself with an unwanted pregnan­
cy can know about the Baptist Alterna­
tive Home.

Name withheld by editor

Lessons appreciated
Dear editor:

I have thoroughly enjoyed, used, and 
appreciated Cecil Sherman’s guidance in 
the July-September Adult Bible Teacher 
Life and Work Sunday School series.

K. Bennett moves 
to Murfreesboro

Powell’s Chapel Baptist Church in 
Murfreesboro has called Kevin W. Ben­
nett as pastor. He began July 30.

Formerly he led First Baptist Church 
in Pickerington, Ohio, as pastor.

He also has served churches in Mary­
land and Texas in various leadership 
positions and was a summer missionary 
in Virginia.

The native of North Carolina gradu­
ated from Bluefield College in Bluefield, 
Va.; Carson-Newman College in Jeffer­
son City; and Southwestern Baptist The­
ological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

Bennett and his wife, Kay, have one 
son.

Union association 
elects Maynard

Union Baptist Association named Ray 
Maynard as its director of missions. He 
began his duties Sept. 1.

The graduate of Carson-Newman Col­
lege in Jefferson City and Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas 
City, Mo., previously served as pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Tracy City.

A native of Loudon, Maynard also has 
served as pastor of a church in South 
Dakota, which he helped start; as direc­
tor of missions of Central Baptist Asso­
ciation; as pastor of East Niota Baptist 
Church in Niota; as interim pastor of 
Philadelphia Baptist Church in Philadel­
phia; and in pastoral roles in churches in 
Missouri.

Linda Maynard is his wife, and they 
have a son and two daughters.

His style of preliminary point and com­
ments before getting into the verse gui­
dance is terrific! He outdid himself in 
this area for the Sept. 14 lesson in the sec­
tion, “Hindrance to confessional prayer.” 
This is one great piece of writing, obser­
vation, and comment. I would hate to see 
the depths of truth contained therein “go 
to waste.” I hope and pray it does not.

I have often wondered about the near 
impossible task of who might replace 
Herschel Hobbs someday (may it be a 
long way into the future). This quarter’s 
study guidance by Dr. Sherman has 
shown me God always has a plan and a 
man being groomed for work of this na­
ture. Could this be the one?

Charles C. Herring
1705 George Thomas Circle 
Lavergne, TN 37086

An economic dream
Dear editor:

“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven.”

And it is a new morning, like none I’ve 
seen before! No one seems in a hurry. I 
observe a newly married couple order­
ing a home by producing a labor-time 
contribution card as collateral. The 
house contains a total of 4,608 expended 
labor hours to be charged against the 
husband’s contributed labor-time where 
he works!

I had said my prayers the night before 
and had gone to sleep. But is it really 
morning now? Or am I only dreaming it 
is a new morning while I sleep?

I could remember house mortgages of 
$60,000 at 10 percent interest for 30 years, 
which was $240,000 in house payments! 
Most often the husband, the wife, and 
even the eldest children all worked to

PRAYER FOR THE WORLD — Helen Jean 
Parks, wife of Foreign Mission Board 
President Keith Parks, leads wor­
shipers in guided prayer for mission 
work around the world. Participating 
at foreign missions week at Glorieta, 
Mrs. Parks is flanked by flags from the 
107 nations where FMB missionaries 
work and representations of faces to 
whom missionaries minister. Photo by 
Don Rutledge.

repay the profits, principal, and in­
terest! And half of the marriages had not 
survived to finish payments.

But now I had witnessed a couple ac­
quiring a home without money or profit 
or interest involved and without the wife 
even having to work.

I began speaking my thoughts aloud 
before I realized it, “I must be dream­
ing! If a house exchanges for 115 40-hour 
work weeks, how much would a car be?”

People waiting in the order center 
turned about and gawked at me.

I was afraid I would wake up and the 
new world would disappear and I’d never 
learn the answer, “Please! Please!” I 
begged. “How much time is in a car?”

“About 240 hours, including every­
thing,” said someone waiting.

“Cars were $16,000!” I screamed. “You 
work only six weeks for a car? Oh, My! 
Where am I?”

C. James Matuschka
108 Sherwood Ave.
Chattanooga, TN 37404

It may be a wonderful dream for your 
car buyers — who must be earning 
$2,666.67 per week or $138,666.84 per 
year. However, it is a nightmare for your 
home buyers — who are earning less 
($666.67 per week or $34,666.84 per year) 
and are being charged 13.06288 percent 
interest instead of the promised 10 per­
cent. (editor)

Consultation set 
on lay missions

Representatives of the Southern Bap­
tist Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, and 
the Nashville Baptist Association will 
lead a lay missions consultation for mid­
dle Tennessee.

It will be held Oct. 11 at Woodmont 
Baptist Church in Nashville.

Don Reed, David Coleman, and James 
Cecil, associate directors of the FMB 
volunteer enlistment department, and 
Joyce DeRidder, health care recruit­
ment consultant of the board’s medical 
services department, will represent the 
Foreign Mission Board.

Clarence Stewart of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and Director of Mis­
sions Elmer Crosby of Maury Baptist As­
sociation will lead a conference on the 
state’s partnerships with Venezuela and 
Michigan.

Clifford Horne of the Nashville Baptist 
Association and Pastor Bill Sherman of 
Woodmont Baptist Church will also lead 
conferences to equip church and associa- 
tional leaders.

The meeting, which will begin at 8 a m. 
and end at 2:30 p.m., is free of charge and 
includes lunch. Persons may register by 
contacting Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Mission Conference, 2100 Woodmont 
Blvd., Nashville, TN 37215.

Union enrollment 
hits record high

JACKSON - Union University’s fall en­
rollment reached a record high as the 
number of students registering for 
classes rose to 1,546. The freshman class 
became the largest in the school’s history 
with an enrollment of 390.

The school’s total headcount is up by 35 
students (2.3 percent), Interim Presi­
dent Hyran Barefoot announced. Enroll­
ment of full-time students (FTE) is up to 
1,323. FTE is the figure on which the col­
lege predicates its operating budget for 
the academic year, Barefoot noted.

The 1986-87 academic year marks the 
first time an incoming freshman class 
has had an average ACT score above 20. 
The average for the class is 20.13.
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CHURCHES...

Mary’s Chapel Baptist Church in 
Ripley held a ground-breaking ceremony 
Sept. 7 for a new building that will in­
clude a gymnasium, fellowship hall, edu­
cation rooms, and offices. Harry Birlew 
is pastor of the church.

Beaver Dam Baptist Church in Knox­
ville held its 200th anniversary celebra­
tion Sept. 21. Special guests included 
Gov. Lamar Alexander and former pas­
tors, Anderson McCulley and Charles 
Lemons.

West Haven Baptist Church, Knox­
ville, observed its 25th anniversary on 
Sept. 21. Pastor of the church, Jackie 
Carver, led the church in its celebration.

LEADERSHIP...
Dan Carter resigned from the staff of 

Bellevue Baptist Church of Memphis July 
6 to accept a call as pastor of Carolyn 
Baptist Church, Dalton, Ga. Carter 
worked in the area of pastoral ministries 
at the church where Adrian Rogers is 
pastor.

HOMECOMING '86
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

ATHENS, TN - September 28 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:

9:30 A.M. -Sunday School Rally 
10:45 A.M. - Homecoming Worship

Service
12:00 Noon -Dinner on the Grounds

1:30 P.M. - Presentation of “Liberty" 
by the Church Choir

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO HELP US 
CELEBRATE"

ANTIOCH FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
2601 Una-Antioch Pike

P. O. Box 38
Antioch, Tennessee 37013

INVITES YOUR 
INDICATION OF INTEREST 

IN THEIR

MORTGAGE BONDS
8%-10%

COMPOUNDED SEMIANNUALLY 
MATURING FROM 6’A TO 15 YEARS

Multiples of $5,000; $1,000; $500; $250
Kick-off September 28, 1986

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of on offer to buy. The 
offer is made by prospectus only.

1 CALL OR RETURN THIS TO:
Antioch First Baptist Church
2601 Una-Antioch Pike, P. O. Box 38
Antioch, TN 37013 Call: (615)832-7486
Please send me information on the bonds being issued by Antioch First Baptist 
Church, Antioch, Tennessee.

Name________________ ___________________________ ___ __________

Street __ ___________ ___________________________ __ _____________

City, State, Zip___ __________________ ____________________________

Michael Driver resigned as youth pas­
tor of First Baptist Church, Milan, to at­
tend Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Don 
Whitt is pastor of the Milan church.

Central Baptist Church of Crossville 
has called J. Michael Ballard as minister 
of youth and music. He began his minis­
try there July 20. Ballard comes to the 
Crossville church from First Baptist 
Church, Livingston. He attended Union 
University in Jackson. Roland Smith is 
pastor of the Crossville church.

Ray Hatton is now serving as minister 
of music at First Baptist Church, Mem­
phis, where Earl Davis is pastor.

REVIVALS...
Grace Baptist Church, Ripley, had two 

professions of faith and one addition to 
the church by letter during a recent revi­
val. Wesley Pitts, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in McKenzie, was the evangelist. 
W. Lamar Boothe is pastor of the Ripley 
church.

Evangelist John Humphrey led First 
Baptist Church, Sunbright in revival ser­
vices Sept. 7-12. There were nine profes­
sions of faith, two requests for baptism, 
and 16 rededications. Herbert Lee is the 
pastor.

REVIVAL PRAYER
REQUESTS...

Philadelphia Baptist Church in Chatta­
nooga will have revival services Sept. 28 
through Oct. 3. Tom Crews will be the 
evangelist with Harold Thrower leading 
the music. Billy Dean is pastor of the 
church.

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in 
Coalfield will have revival services Sept. 
29 through Oct. 2. Bill Edmonds is the 
pastor.

Spring Creek Baptist Church will have 
revival services Sept. 28 through Oct. 3. 
John Christian, pastor of Second Baptist 
Church in Hopkinsville, Ky., will bring 
the message each evening. Larry Davis 
will lead the music. Roy Mullens is pas­
tor of the Clarksville church.

Personal 
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer

Recently I have been focusing upon the 
meaningfulness of prayer. I am con­
vinced again that I do not pray enough 
and that the greatest source of power in 
the world is prayer.

In my meditating and reading, I came 
across the following illustration in 
response to a question someone asked 
Stephen Neil, an Anglican teacher and 
bishop.

The question was, “Why does God wait 
until we pray before He acts? Doesn’t He 
know already when a loved one is sick, or 
that the cupboard is bare? Doesn’t He al­
ready care? Why does He wait for us to 
pray?’’

Neil responded, “I can’t answer why 
God waits to act until we pray, but I can 
illustrate it.”

He then told the story of a young man 
who approached a piece of paper lying on 
the ground. All morning the sun had been 
releasing its rays' of light, heat, and 
energy upon that paper. Now the boy 
held the magnifying glass over it. Those 
rays that had been descending all morn­
ing now were concentrated in a single 
focus. Suddenly the paper began to 
smoke, curled its edges, and burst into 
flame.

Neil explained that God is always 
thinking loving, healing, redemptive 
thoughts for His children. But it is when 
we respond to the Spirit in prayer that 
the thoughts of God and His people are 
joined in such a way that a new spiritual 
dynamic is released in the world.

I am going to do more intercessory 
praying and I ask you to join with me. As 
you pray, I would be grateful if you 
would pray for me.

PEOPLE...
Irene and Leon Franks recently 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniver­
sary. They were honored with a recep­
tion at Waterville Baptist Church in 
Cleveland. Roger Hobbs is the pastor.

Tyrone L. Crouch was ordained by 
Eastside Baptist Church in Burns on 
Aug. 24. Virgil Peters is pastor of the 
church.

Stephen Steiner, a student at Union Uni­
versity in Jackson, was licensed to the 
gospel ministry by West Paris Baptist 
Church on Aug. 24. His father, Clarence 
Steiner, is the pastor of the Paris church.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Puckett were hon­
ored with a reception recognizing their 
50th wedding anniversary on Aug. 24, at 
Spring Creek Baptist Church. Roy Mul­
lens is pastor of the Clarksville church.

HCBA celebrates 
student center

SEYMOUR - Harrison Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy in Seymour will cele­
brate the opening of the academy’s new 
McKinley Braden Student Life Center, 
Sept. 25.

The celebration will begin with a 6:30 
p.m. dinner in the academy’s Ashe Cafe­
teria, honoring McKinley Braden of 
Knoxville, chairman of the board of 
Braden’s Wholesale Furniture Co.

“It is our signal honor to bestow the 
name of McKinley Braden, longtime 
friend and supporter of Harrison Chil­
howee Baptist Academy, upon a building 
of such immense importance to our pro­
gram,’’ said William L. Palmer, presi­
dent of the academy.

Jane Ellison, chairman of HCBA’s 
trustees, and John Buell, former pastor 
of Knoxville’s McCalla Avenue Baptist 
Church, will address the dinner meeting.

The official opening of the new student 
life center will follow the dinner. There 
will be guided tours of the new facility 
and a reception honoring Braden.

Graves accepts position 
with Riverside church

Riverside Baptist Church in Nashville 
recently called Roy D. Graves as pastor. 
He accepted the position and began Sept. 
14.

The Springfield native is a graduate of 
Belmont College in Nashville, and South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, N.C.

Graves’ pastorates include Bear Cove 
Baptist Church, Sparta; Mt. Olive Bap­
tist Church, Franklinton, N.C.; First 
Baptist Church, Westmoreland; First 
Baptist Church, Monteagle; and Double 
Springs Baptist Church, Double Springs.

tenne^seT^^x Tennessee/Venezuela 

VO Prayer Net Partnership
— The following missionaries to Venezuela recently had birthdays: 
Richard Beal, a seminary extension teacher in Maracay; Barbara Clement, a 
church and home worker in Ciudad Ojeda; Norma Powell and Carol Busby, 
both church and home workers in Los Toques.
— The following missionaries have up-coming birthdays:
• Sept. 25 — Hugh Redmon, conference/camp director In Valencia
• Sept. 26 — Bill Goff, a seminary teacher in Los Toques
— The Baptist Theological Seminary staff Includes 17 missionaries and 33 
students that are enrolled for the fall semester.
— The Chinese congregation of the Bethel Baptist Church in Caracas needs 
a Cantonese-speaking pastor.
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Venezuela volunteers shgre wonder of tr-
** , ,  ............ , , , ,

Editor’s note: This is the second 
story of the two-part series which 
began in last week's Baptist and 
Reflector about a recent partner­
ship project in Venezuela.

By Connie Davis
The 153 volunteers from Tennessee 

who participated in the crusades Aug. 
15-26 as a part of the Tennessee/Venezue- 
la partnership reported 2,615 decisions - 
2,065 of those professions of faith.

They all worked in the 42 churches in 
Valencia and Caracas, visiting and wit­
nessing in the communities with the 
church members and interpreters dur­
ing the day and helping lead the revival 
services each evening.

The volunteers met Venezuelan Bap­
tist leaders and Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries in group meetings before and 
after the crusades. They celebrated new 
friendships and worshiped together in a 
closing rally on their last evening in 
Venezuela. The rally drew 900 persons 
involved in the crusades.

The individual experiences of Tennes­
see volunteers varied somewhat.

A pastor
Leonard Markham, pastor of First 

Baptist Church in Sweetwater, summed 
up his experience in the project by say­
ing,/ ‘I’ve had a heart transplant.' ’

“Without a doubt it is the highlight of 
my Christian experience,” he said.

In his 18 years as a pastor he has been 
“trying to get the church to be the 
church,” he explained. He believes he 
saw it in Venezuela.

“They are dedicated, sacrificing, lov­
ing, soul-winning people. That’s the kind 
of people we need to be here,” Markham 
proclaimed in his quiet manner.

He described witnessing with the bold 
Venezuelan Baptists to persons on buses, 
in taxis, and in all walks of life. He also 
was shocked at the openness of people to 
the Christian witness and at “seeing so 
many people saved.”

Markham, his wife, Debra, and two 
| church members, Hazel Register and 

Buddy Hicks, formed the team that 
worked with Primera Iglesia Bautista de 
Los Teques. They began planning and 
praying over a year ago.

Markham continued his praises as he 
shared that the church, which had about 
200 in attendance at services, had 30-35 
persons who went out visiting each 
morning and afternoon.

He described one 27-year-old single 
woman who was an orthodontist and 
owned her own business. She scheduled 
appointments around the visitation and 
revival schedule and led many persons 
to Christ.

Church members had been praying for 
the Tennessee team and had attended a 
training retreat on evangelism.

Markham noted that 110 people made 
’ professions of faith during the week. One 

man said his decision prevented him 
from committing suicide.

During the services, the church 
members enjoyed participating by play­
ing many different instruments. Mark­
ham preached through an interpreter, 
Ludwing Villamizar, currently a student 
at Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary who paid his own way to return 
home for the crusades.

Though his church gives 21 percent of 
its budget to the Cooperative Program, 
the experience has led him to a renewed 
support of our missionaries and missions 
work in foreign countries.

Markham praised the preparation pro-

PARTNERSHIP RESULTS — The youth and children meeting during the revival at the 
Los Teques church represent just one group that was reached during the revivals.

YOUTH LEADER — Gloria Cansalis was 
a partner with the Tennesseans from 
Sweetwater in her role as youth leader 
at Primera Iglesia Bautista de Los Te­
ques.

vided by the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion staff.

A layperson
“It cannot be explained how it 

worked,” exclaimed Helen Fisher from 
First Baptist Church in Humboldt.

At times she would be out witnessing to 
persons who only spoke Spanish with 
several young people who only spoke 
Spanish. Although they had printed her 
testimony in Spanish and the plan of sal­
vation in Spanish and English, she expe­
rienced real communication that she 
claims only the Holy Spirit could pro­
vide.

Mrs. Fisher, who owns a children’s 
shop in Humboldt, went with her hus­
band, who owns a construction company 
there. Another couple from Humboldt 
and Pastor Jerry Legg of First Baptist 
Church, Dyer, completed their team. 
They helped a church that was meeting 
in an apartment building in the Valencia 
area.

She explained that the church had about 
60 members, but an average attendance 
of 110. A first-year seminary student was 
directing the visitation program that 
was held during the day. It involved 
about 20 young people. Charles Hawkins, 
a 15-year-old son of a missionary, 
assisted them as a translator.

The young people had prearranged 
visits and were bold in their witnessing, 
she declared. They were also on their 
knees praying when we arrived around 8 
each morning.

“It was absolutely amazing how re­
sponsive the people were and how ready 
they were to accept Christ,” said Mrs. 
Fisher.

She described her husband’s first wit­
nessing experience as an example. A

cloth covered the opening into the shack. 
When he entered, he stepped onto a dirt 
floor. The young people introduced him 
in Spanish to a young woman. One of the 
young people took the children into an­
other room.

He sat down on the little stool offered 
to him and gave his testimony. The 
young woman never took her eyes off his 
face, even though he was speaking in 
English.

Before he realized it, she was praying 
to receive Christ.

Mrs. Fisher also shared that she has 
been praying for a young boy who lived 
next to the church. He could speak some 
English and explained that his mother 
was Catholic and would not let him at­
tend the services. He was one of 11 chil­
dren.

The church staff and many of the 
members were professional educated 
people though the church was in a poor 
area, she noted.

The Venezuelan practice of leading 
new Christians to attend a 12-week dis­
cipleship course before uniting with the 
church might be a consideration for our 
churches, she observed.

The accommodations in hotels also 
were superb, she added.

The Fishers set aside two weeks to one

PARTNER PASTOR — Pastor Hector 
Nunez of the Los Teques church and 
Pastor Leonard Markham of First Bap­
tist Church, Sweetwater, worked to­
gether despite cultural and language 
barriers. Their wives, Dina Nunez and 
Debra Markham, also worked as part­
ners.

month each year for volunteer mission 
work.

A director of missions
Charles Conley, director of missions of 

Sequatchie Valley Baptist Association, 
relates a dramatic story.

At the end of a long day of visiting, a 
little girl came running down the road, 
calling to him and the two teen-agers 
with him. Although he did not have an in­
terpreter, he knew the little girl wanted 
them to come with her.

The group needed to leave the area to 
prepare for the revival services, but 
when the little girl wrapped her arms 
around his leg and would not leave, Con­
ley decided to follow her.

The outcome of the visit was that the 
girl’s mother and two teen-age girls 
became Christians and later that week, 
two adults who the mother brought to the 
services also became Christians.

Conley’s story also has a special end­
ing. The girl’s mother brought him a gift 
that was carefully wrapped. It was a 
very pretty vase. The woman had noth­
ing as nice in her home in the poor com­
munity.

Conley explained that though they did 
not have an interpreter during visitation, 
they used pamphlets with their testi­
monies printed in Spanish and the plan of 
salvation printed in Spanish and English.

He said the people were never indif­
ferent, but always courteous. They al­
most always were invited into the home 
and served a cold drink, though the peo­
ple were poor.

Conley and his wife, Doris, worked 
with a mission which is meeting on a con­
crete slab that is an addition to a house in 
the small town of Palinegra.

The mission is being led by a layman 
who is retired from the telephone com­
pany and who represents the dedication 
of the Christians there, said Conley.

For him and his wife, who had made a 
commitment to foreign missions about 25 
years ago but were not able to go, this ex­
perience was a “dream come true.” He 
added that it was exhausting, but that 
they will sacrifice so they can return to 
Venezuela someday.

C-N revival sees 
33 commitments

JEFFERSON CITY - A campus-wide 
revival, held at Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Sept. 16-18, resulted in 33 spiritual 
decisions, including salvation, rededica­
tion, and other commitments.

Joe B. Brown, senior pastor at Hickory 
Grove Baptist Church in Charlotte, N.C., 
and evangelist for the week, spoke on 
finding salvation choosing a career, and 
building Christian relationships and 
marriages. Brown urged the students to 
set priorities early in life because it is 
easier to build a happy Christian life now 
than to start over later in life after mak­
ing many mistakes.

J. Robert Bradley, vocalist and former 
director of church music for the National 
Baptist Sunday School Publishing Board, 
led the music worship. Bradley received 
a standing ovation for his version of the 
song, “He Touched Me.”

Student testimonies, solos, and musi­
cal numbers by “Gospel Ensemble." a 
new singing group, also were featured.

Share Baptist and Reflector 
with a friend
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Appointees explain calling, struggles, leaving homeland
Rv Eric Miller an’s Missionary Union conference in Ten- morning, I felt God’s presence in my which hinders one’s ability to learn newBy Eric Miller

RICHMOND, Va.(BP) - A foreign 
missionary appointee from Nashville 
cried as he told an appointment service 
audience of the day when he could no 
longer use his two little girls as an ex­
cuse not to serve overseas.

Kenneth Collier and his wife. Ginger, 
were among 21 candidates appointed 
missionaries by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board Sept. 9 in Rich­
mond.

At a pastors’ conference and a Wom-

First Baptist Church 
Mt. Juliet

HOMECOMING
October 5

Morning Worship 10:30 
All former members and 

friends are Invited.

SPECIAL!!!
INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTO • HOME • CHURCH • LIFE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY

an’s Missionary Union conference in Ten­
nessee in 1980, Collier’s wife asked him, 
“Have you ever considered foreign mis­
sions?”

Collier minister of education and out­
reach at Nashville’s Dalewood Baptist 
Church, gave his wife an emphatic no, 
explaining, “That’s not God’s plan for 
my life.” But all week, he added, “I 
struggled with that question.”

At home at bedtime, she again raised 
the question and “very frustratedly I 
told her that I was not interested and 
concluded by saying, ‘I can’t imagine 
raising my two little girls in some God­
forsaken country.’

“Ginger turned over and went to sleep. 
But I couldn’t,” he said with a broken 
voice. He lay awake for hours.

“Somewhere in the early hours of the

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews, Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures • Free Estimates
Write 

or 
Coll:

R.G. Ketron Church Furniture 
3401 Montlake Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37920 

Phone (615)577-8716 

morning, I felt God’s presence in my 
room. I heard God say to me, ‘Ken, if
those two little girls that I gave you are 
in your way, I can take them back,’ ” 
Collier recalled with tears. “And I had to 
say, ‘Lord, here am I, send me.’ ” The 
Colliers will work in Brazil.

Graham Brown Walker Jr., whose 
wife, Mimi Damonte Walker, is a native 
of Nashville, had an unusual calling.

‘ ‘Coming back to the United States as a 
missionary kid, somewhere between that 
trans-Pacific travel, somewhere be­
tween the time lines, somewhere be­
tween the hemispheres, I began to 
realize the enormous need of one portion 
of the globe versus the enormous 
resources on another portion of the 
globe,” Walker said. The Walkers will 
work in the Philippines.

Another appointee on the brink of tears 
was Louis Harlow Jr., a Richmond, Va., 
native now living in Lexington Park, Md. 
A missionary asked Harlow to go back to 
Africa with him as a missionary.

Harlow said no, citing as obstacles a 
disabling hip problem and dyslexia,

TRAFALGER VILLAGE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, MEMPHIS

announces
Homecoming - Oct. 5, 1986 

Sunday School -9:30 a.m.
Worship Service -11:00 a.m. 
Covered Dish Dinner after 

Worship Service. An afternoon 
of singing and fellowship. 
All former members and 

friends are Invited. 

languages. Then Harlow tried to argue 
with God, but “it doesn’t work to argue 
with God,” he said.

He and his wife, Lee, submitted them­
selves to God. Through doctors, God 
gave him a new hip and the Harlows 
found a country, Swaziland, where they 
can use English.

With a shaky voice and teary eyes, 
Harlow recalled boyhood, college, and 
family years in Richmond and said, 
“This is hometown. Brothers and sisters, 
it hurts to leave. But it would hurt even 
more to try to stay ... because God has 
called us and we have to go.”

Charles England resigns, 
moves to Mt. Juliet church

Charles H. England resigned as pastor 
of Grandview Baptist Church in Mary­
ville at the end of July. He began his new 
pastorate with Green Hill Baptist 
Church, Mount Juliet, on Aug. 4.

A native Kentuckian, England was 
born in Middlesboro. He attended Camp­
bellsville (Ky.) College and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, Ky.

Previous Kentucky pastorates include 
Good Hope Baptist Church, Campbells­
ville; Hosman Baptist Church, Tinsley; 
and Dunlap Baptist Mission, Middles­
boro. He also served in Memorial Baptist 
Church in Brownsburg, Ind.

Active in all areas of associational ser­
vice, England has served as moderator, 
vice-moderator, and chairman of sever­
al committees.

For people who abstain from the use of alcoholic 
beverages, we would like the opportunity to show you 
one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, HOME, 
CHURCH AND AUTO INSURANCE.

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:

Chattanooga (615) 
Hiram Altman, A.M............... 894-3275
A & P Ins. Agency.................877-3561

Elizabethton (615) 
Elizabethton Ins. Agency ... 542-4983 
Hart Ins. Agency....................542-5648

Greenbrier (615)
Porter Rowls Ins. Agency .. .643-0102

Kingsport (615)
Clarence Huffman..................288-6711
Roy Strunk Agency................239-8683
Rogers Ins. Agency................247-1171

Knoxville (615)
Cal Elkins................................ 587-6226
Lloyd Burton............................ 524-1201
Mary Goodson........................525-6264

Lexington (901)
Pat Carnal Agency..................968-6649

Memphis (901)
Cairnes Ins. Agency............. 795-6559
Wilbur Milam..........................388-2904

Monterey (615) 
Cumberland Mtns.Ins............839-2131

Murfreesboro (615) 
Atlas Ins. Agency..................890-3445
Golden Rule Ins....................... 893-7853

Nashville (615) 
Al Sutton...................................367-9157
Richard Coleman....................865-7232
Tee insurance Agency........ 385-3700

Oak Ridge (615) 
Reichle Ins. Agency..............483-1040

Paris (901) 
H. D. Lax Ins. Agency......... 642-5281

Selmer (901) 
Stan Wheeler Ins. Agency . .645-9839

Tracey City (615) 
Hendrix Ins. Service............ 592-6721

This announcement Is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy 
any of these securities. The offering is made only by Prospectus.

$4,500,000
HOME MISSION BOARD OF THE

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
Church Loan Collateralized Bonds

SERIES B
Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available funds 
of Home Mission Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist 
churches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention for the financ­
ing of sites and the construction of buildings In keeping with the Bold 
Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Interest on the bonds will be payable semi-annually. The bonds will be 
offered with maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years 
and the interest rate will vary from 9 per cent to 11 per cent depending 
upon the maturity date as set forth in the Prospectus.

Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by calling or writing:
CITIZENS AND SOUTHERN SECURITIES CORPORATION

ATTN: COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT
33 North Avenue, N.E., 18th Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-0216
404/897-3200, ext. 3520

East Tennessee
Cal Elkins, Sales Manager 

591 Phyllis Cr.

Central and West Tennessee
Al Sutton, Sales Manager 

1007 Murfreesboro Rd., Suite 101
Talbott, TN 37877 

(615) 587-6226
Nashville, TN 37217 

(615) 367-9157

Please send me a copy of the Prospectus.

Name_________________ ._____________________ __________________

Address_________ ________________________ _______________

City __________________________________________________ ________________________

State _______________ zip_________ ______________________________________
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They Do Remember

CHATTANOOGA 
FRANKLIN 
MEMPHIS 
JOHNSON CITY 
GREENEVILLE 
BURRVILLE

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes

Central Office 
205 Franklin Road 

Brentwood, TN 37027
Gerald L. Stow 

Executive Director-Treasurer

A Ministry of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention

Our Brothers Keeper
One of the first 

questions God asked 
the first family was 
"where is your broth­
er?" This question is 
one of responsibili­
ty. At TBCH we take 
the question of re­
sponsibility serious­
ly. We believe we 
have a responsibility 
first to our Lord and Stow
then to Tennessee Baptist churches to 
assist them in meeting the specialized 
needs of children and youth. We want to 
provide responsible parenting to or­
phaned, abused, neglected and aban­
doned children.

Being responsible demands an ac­
countability to those who make our min­
istry possible. For this reason, we will 
again have a TBCH representative pres­
ent in each of our annual associations 
across the state. We will be there to re­
port to our churches the progress that 
has been made in the Children's Homes 
this year. In addition, our representa­
tives will be there to answer questions 
and share valuable information with the 
pastors and messengers from the 
churches. Next to our churches, our as­
sociations are the most vital level of 
Baptist life.

Recently Mrs. Mona Blanche Pickering 
of Greeneville, Tennessee passed away. 
Before she died, she prepared her will 
leaving a legacy to the First Baptist 
Church of Greeneville, The Cooperative 
Program of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion and the Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes. How we thank God for precious 
friends like Mrs. Pickering. Because of 
her generosity, many children will be 
blessed and helped. It is true that "She 
being dead yet speaketh."

Responsibility is truly our response to 
God’s ability. We want to be responsi­
ble, accountable, faithful and indeed 
grateful for the privilege of serving our 
Lord and His churches in this unique 
way.

Family Crisis?
Let us help — call

1-800-624-8591
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc.

A Social Worker received a call on Fri­
day afternoon after an especially hectic 
long week from a former resident who 
had spent over five years on one of our 
campuses. He has been gone for three 
years and has been serving in the 
military for some period of time.

”1 just wanted to call to say thank you 
for the advice you and Mr. B. gave me. I

The Reward of a
All of the ministry to children has a 

spiritual dimension. It is total child care 
motivated and empowered by Gods 
love. It also seeks to lead each child to a 
personal knowledge of Jesus Christ, as 
interest and inquiry are expressed. In 
the daily cottage logs under the ques­
tion, "what were the good things that 
happened?” a houseparent recorded the 
following. Only the names are changed.

Today John came to me and wanted 
to receive Jesus into his heart. So, I 
explained what that meant, and he 
chose to go through the sinner's

SCHOOL DAZE — Playful children pre­
pare to ride the bus to school. The West 
Tennessee Home is blessed by a caring 
and cooperative county school system. 
Children of all ages, abilities, and 
disabilities are provided with spe­
cialized and individualized learning pro­
grams. Each evening for an hour after 
supper, it is "study time.” Children with

"Helping Hands"
In recent weeks, the Franklin Campus 

has been immensely blessed by the ef­
forts of several groups. These groups 
have shown us their willingness to 
"Reach Out and Touch.”

First Baptist Church, St. Joseph, Ten­
nessee celebrated “Christmas in 
August” by gathering food and supplies 
for our campus.

Ten men from the Second Baptist 
Church, Union City came and painted 
one of our cottages. Pastor Jerrell White 
led Bible Study for our Junior and Senior 
High young people while they were on 
our campus. Men and women from the 
Trace Creek Baptist Church in New John­
sonville, came and painted another one 
of our cottages. We are grateful for Rev. 
Charles Gibbs and his large group who 
came to paint and the women who ac­
companied them.

We are reminded of 1 Thessalonians 
1:2-3 (NIV). We always thank God for all 
of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 
We continually remember before our 

did not think much of it at the time, but I 
have learned that it was correct. I also 
want to thank the houseparents and 
other staff for their encouragement 
while I was there. I did not show it at the 
time, but I really do appreciate it now.” 

The Social Worker hung up the tele­
phone and smiled, thinking this is one of 
those fringe benefits in child care.

Houseparent
prayer. He was very concerned about 
where he was going when he died.

James also told me that he received 
Christ last week while he was In bed, 
and he fold me that Jesus changed 
his life around. From what I can tell, 
he Is right. They want to be baptized. 
Jerry also wants to be baptized, but I 
told him "no," not until we talk with 
his father.
Through your prayers and gifts and 

a staff of devoted child care servants, 
God is doing His redeeming and 
restoring work in His world.

the help of their houseparents do their 
homework. Also volunteer tutors from 
the Baptist Student Union of Memphis 
State University come to each cottage 
and help children who have learning 
problems. TBCH is committed to helping 
every child achieve their fullest poten­
tial, intellectual and academic, as well 
as spiritual.

God and Father your work produced by 
faith, your labor prompted by love, and 
your endurance inspired by hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

MIRACLE OF LOVE
Self-worth can never be underesti­

mated in the life of an individual. A five- 
month-old child that had been beaten 
physically and abused emotionally was 
diagnosed as having lost the will to live. 
When he was first placed at the Ten­
nessee Baptist Children's Home, he 
would cringe in fear when an adult 
would touch him. This child has since 
developed into a rambunctious, mischie­
vous little boy of seven. This is indeed a 
miracle of God. It is a miracle of love.

This miracle took place on the campus 
of one of our Homes through much love, 
encouragement, and counseling by a 
dedicated staff. This little boy was asked 
if he and his brother were twins. Very 
quickly he replied, "No — Jim has a 
cowlick and I am perfect.”

The Worth of Work
Work is an essential part of life itself. 

At the West Tennessee Home, children 
are involved in the Trust-Responsibility- 
Freedom Levels. As children advance to 
Level II and above, wthey gain the 
privilege of entering the work program 
and earning money in addition to their 
weekly allowance. All work, other than 
the routine cottage chores, is considered 
to be a part of the work program. This 
includes cutting grass, gardening, haul­
ing hay, office cleaning, laundry, and 
care of farm animals. In addition to per­
forming needful tasks, children learn to 
be responsible and trustworthy individ­
uals.

URGENT 
HOUSEPARENTS 

RELIEF HOUSEPARENTS
Mature couple to work in 

church-related children’s home. 
Provide daily care for 8 children. 
Requires live-in arrangements.

CONTACT
Tennessee Baptist Children's Home 
Jerry Blasingame, Superintendent 

P. O. Box 519 
1310 Franklin Road 

Franklin, Tennessee 37064 
615/377-6551 

or 
1-800-624-8591

1 MEMORIAL AND HONOR FORM—Please 
fill in and mail with your contribution

Date_____________________________

■ Name of Deceased______________________

Name of Honored________________________ _

Letter of Acknowledgement to go to:

Full Name_______________________________

Street ___________________________________

City and State_____________________________

Donor Is:

Name___________________________________ _

Street________ __ _______________________

; City and State_________________________ __

Mail to
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. Inc. 
P. O. Box 728
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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......... ...... -JJ—BIBLE BOOK SERIES ============
Lesson for Sept. 28

Warning, encouragement
By Fred M. Wood 

author, preacher, teacher, Memphis
Basic Passage: Malachi 2:17 to 4:6
Focal Passages: Malachi 3 1-4, 7-12a; 4:5-6
Raymond Calkins pointed out in The 

Modern Message of the Minor Prophets 
that Malachi illustrated every form of 
prophecy to be found in the Old Testa­
ment.

Calkins noted that in Malachi’s work, 
“we have ethics, the call to repentance, 
the summons to good works and to right­
eous living. Also, 
however, we have 
emphasis upon the 
meaning and impor­
tance of ritual, of 
ecclesiastical regu­
larity ... and cere­
monial propriety.

“Again we find ... 
the recognition of the 
speculative element 
in Hebrew thought, Wood 
the questioning skeptical attitude toward 
God and His detdings with His people. 
And, finally, there is the apocalyptical 
idea and the messianic hope.”

Thus we find in Malachi, a “resume” 
of all that the prophets had taught up un­
til his time. The basic elements of He­
brew' prophecy, however, remain the 
same. First, there was condemnation for 
sin and pronouncement of certain judg­
ment unless the people repent. Second, 
there was hope for the future as God 
made certain that His redemptive pur­
pose for the world would not fail.

This week’s lesson includes further 
words of Malachi concerning the peo­
ple’s stubbornness and a call for them to 
turn back to God. However, he closed 
with a promise that God would, in His 
time, send the Saviour Who would bring 
deliverance to those who trusted Him.
God’s messenger and coming judgment 

(2:17 to 3:5)
The feeling of many today that the 

wicked prosper and the righteous suffer 
goes far back in history. The people of 
Malachi’s day said it. He informed them 
that they wearied God with such state­
ments.

Insisting that God was not absent from 
human history, Malachi told of a herald 
who would prepare the way for God’s 
coming with His avenging hand. He 
pointed out the many results of that puri­
fying day. Because of its intensity, no 
one would be able to bear up under the 
disciplinary actions of the righteous 
Lord. Christians today identify that com­
ing messenger as John the Baptist, who 
preached repentance and has been called 
the forerunner of Jesus.
A plea to return to God and be blessed 

(3:6-12)
Because of God’s unchanging love, the 

prophet promised the people deliver­
ance. He then voiced a renewed com­
mand for obedience. When they inquired 
for specific proof of their need for re­
turning to God, he became definite, point­
ing out their deficiency in stewardship of 
material possessions.

The phrase “storehouse tithing,” 
which has been the theme of many bud­
get promotion campaigns among South­
ern Baptists, finds its source in the plea 
from Malachi to the people. Many Chris­
tians have combined 3:10 with Paul’s 
statement that each of us is to “lay by
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him in store as God hath prospered him” 
(1 Corinthians 16:1) to formulate this 
teaching.

Malachi followed the command with a 
great promise for those who would be 
faithful to his urgent appeal. God would 
prevent crop failure, and other nations 
would be made aware of the joy Israel 
would experience because of her obedi­
ence.

An answer for the discouraged 
(3:13 to 4:3)

In their frustration, the people had 
hurled verbal abuse against God and the 
prophet. When confronted with the 
charge, they denied, but Malachi pressed 
his point.

According to him, they had complained 
that serving God was useless and brought 
no reward. Claiming that the people 
filled with pride were happy, they had in­
sisted that wicked people tempted God 
with their evil conduct and “got away 
with it.”

One tremendous truth pervades this 
entire section. The people had become 
disenchanted with the institutionalism of 
their day. During the Babylonian Exile, 
they looked forward to rebuilding their 
Temple and reinstating their religious 
observances. They came back to Jerusa­
lem and fulfilled their aspirations. Ser­
vices had been resumed and a wall had 
been built around the city under Nehemi­
ah’s leadership. All of these things, how­
ever, had failed to bring them the joy 
they sought.

Every religious movement needs to 
learn this truth. We need institutional life 
to support, consolidate, and enlarge our 
work, but we need more. When a relig­
ious group’s institutional life becomes so 
demanding, competitive, and controver­
sial that it crushes spiritual fellow­
ship with God and one another, something 
is wrong! It needs to be re-examined as 
to both its motive and method!

Some of the people heeded the 
prophet’s message and the Lord acted 
favorably toward them. Malachi then 
gave his greatest message. After warning 
once more of disciplinary action toward 
the wicked, he told of God’s promise to 
send the Saviour. Though the coming 
Messiah was described many ways in the 
Old Testament, Malachi’s picture was 
one of the most meaningful. The Saviour 
will be a Healer.

How comforting this must have been 
for the people to whom he spoke. How 
much we, in our day, need the results of 
Christ’s work applied to our lives, both 
individually and as a society!

An exhortation and a promise 
(4:4-6)

Though Malachi based both his 
ministry and his appeal to the people on 
God’s love for them, he closed with a ref­
erence to the law of Moses. We need to 
serve God because of our love for Him 
rather than our fear of Him. If, however, 
we cannot serve from the highest motive, 
we need the safeguard of law and the 
fear of violating it. When all else fails, 
this often keeps us anchored to right 
moral choices.

God’s Word constantly warns us that 
sin produces misery and even death. For 
that reason, Malachi gave a concluding 
promise. God would send a great prophet 
before He sent the Avenging One, in 
order to warn the people a final time to 
repent and be delivered from His coming 
wrath.

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES! . 11 '=======
Lesson for Sept. 28

Making of a covenant
By W. Clyde Tilley, professor 

Department of religion and philosophy 
Union University, Jackson

Basic Passage: Exodus 19:1 to 20:26; 24:1-18
Focal Passages: Exodus 19:1-6; 24:3-8

This lesson and last week’s lesson con­
cern the covenant that God makes with 
His people.

A week ago, the covenant was with 
Abraham and provided, among other 
things, nations of descendents.

Having been faithful to that covenant, 
God now proceeds to enter into a cove­
nant relationship 
with one of these na­
tions, more than 500 
years later, after He 
has delivered the 
people from centu­
ries of bondage in 
Egypt.
Sojourning at Sinai 

(19:1-6)
The presence of 

Moses and the Isra­
elites at Mt. Sinai is 
promise that God ha 
when He called him there. God promised 
that Moses would later serve Him at the 
same place (Exodus 3:12).

The reference to “the third month” 
(v.l) is not conclusive in dating the lapse 
of time between the Exodus and Sinai. In 
Jewish reckoning, any part of a month 
(or day, or year) counts as a total month 
(or day, or year). The tradition later 
arose when Pentecost, 50 days after 
Passover and thus after the Exodus, 
commemorated the giving of the law at 
Sinai. Fifty days is thus consistent with 
the third month when that peculiarity of 
calculation is remembered.

When God speaks to Moses out of the 
mountain, the message Moses receives 
for Israel is threefold: (1) There is a 
reminder of God’s deliverance of them 
from the Egyptians (v.4). In holy com­
munion with God, He always initiates it 
with such an act of grace. (2) Conditions 
are laid down for the covenant promises 
He is about to give them: obedience and 
covenant-keeping (v.5a). (3) Two cove­
nant promises are made: they shall be 
God’s peculiar people and they shall be a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

The notion of holiness is that of being 
set apart by God for a special role. “A 
kingdom of priests” specifies what this 
role is to be. The idea of priesthood is 
that of a liaison or mediator between God 
and human beings. The New Testament 
applies this promise to the church, God’s 
new Israel (1 Peter 2:&).

Summarizing the covenant 
(20:1-17)

Ancient covenants in the Near East 
are of two sorts: those between equals 
and those between a superior and an in­
ferior. An example of the second kind 
would be that between a conquering king 
and his conquered subjects.

Obviously this covenant is of the sec­
ond sort and follows the same basic pat­
tern that other extant covenants of the 
same sort and period use.

First, there is a preamble in which the 
superior initiator of the covenant iden­
tifies himself. This happens in v.2a 
where God identifies Himself with the 
words: “I am the Lord (Yahweh) your 
God.”

Second, there is a prologue where the 
superior enumerates his benevolences to 
the people whom he is engaging in cove­
nant relationship. In v.2b, God reminds 
them that He is the One “Who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of bondage.” As always, what is 
characteristic of a vital religious faith is 
not what we do for God (as in the Ten 
Commandments) but what He does for 
us. The appeal for the former is made 
only upon the basis of the latter, the 
divine initiative of grace.

Third, there are the provisions which 
are laid upon those who are brought into 
the covenant relationship (vv.3-17). 
These ten are divided into two group­
ings: the first four (vv.3-11) dead with 
Israel’s vertical relationship to God, and 
the last six (vv.12-17) deal with the hori­
zontal relationship between fellow Isra­
elites.

The first grouping or table of the law 
contains commandments which require 
Israel’s religious practice to reflect a 
proper respect for God’s sovereignty 
(v.3), spirituality (vv.4-6), name (v.7), 
and day (w.8-11).

The second or horizontal table of 
human relationship begins with the 
earliest and most basic of group relation­
ships, the home (v.12). Commands are 
also given which require active respect 
for life (v. 13), marriage (v.14), property 
(v.15), and one’s good name (v.16). Only 
in the 10th commandment (v.17) do 
these laws move beyond the realm of 
conduct to the realm of attitude and 
spirit. It is not only wrong for one to ac­
tively appropriate that which belongs to 
another (life, wife, property, or good 
name); it is wrong to want to do so, to 
covet.

At this stage it is only toward one’s 
fellow Israelites that these six com­
mandments are binding, at least with the 
same vigor and high level. This is be­
cause Israelites shared a common bond 
due to their participation in this cove­
nant which they did not share with 
others.

Solemnizing the covenant 
(24:3-8)

What we appear to have here is an ac­
count of an informal agreement between 
Moses and the people that they will ratify 
the covenant (vv.3-4) and then a formal 
ratification of it in a solemn ceremony 
before God (w.5-8). It is important to 
observe the people’s deliberate compli­
ance and acceptance of the covenant in 
both the informal (v.3b) and the formal 
(v.7b) account.

Several elements may be noticed in 
the ceremonial account: (1) The words 
of the Lord now assume a written form 
(v.4a) in contrast to the spoken form at 
the earlier informal stage (v.3a). (2) 
Moses erected an altar at the foot of Mt. 
Sinai which had 12 pillars, each symbo­
lizing a tribe of Israel (v.4b). (3) Burnt 
offerings (Leviticus 1) and peace offer­
ings (Leviticus 3) of oxen are offered on 
the altar (v.5). (4) The covenant law is 
read (v.7a) and the people swear their 
allegiance to it (v.7b). (5) Moses 
sprinkles the blood of the sacrificial 
animals, half of it upon the altar (v.6) 
and the other half upon the people (v.8). 
This binding effect of a common blood 
signified that God, symbolized by the al­
tar, and the people are bound in a cove­
nant relation. (6) Moses speaks the 
words by which the covenant becomes 
effective (v.8b).

For us, the old covenant is replaced by 
a new. But it is good to be reminded that, 
now as well as then, covenant-breaking 
is always a grievous sin against God.
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES!
Lesson for Sept. 28

Prayer of thanksgiving
By Danny Bush, associate minister 
First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge

Basic Passages: Psalm 103; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Focal Passages: Psalm 103:1-5; 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 1 Timothy 1:12-14

Have you ever heard the statement, 
“Give it all you’ve got”? Athletes no 
doubt hear this or similar words as they 
get ready for competition.

This is similar to what the psalmist ex­
presses in Psalm 103:1 which could be 
paraphrased to say, “When it comes to 
blessing the name of God, give it all 
you’ve got!”

As Christians declare the blessedness, 
the hallowedness of their Leader, God, 
rattier than self and 
personal efforts, they 
can find greater joy 
in service and renew­
al of spirit. Far too 
often followers of 
the King of Kings 
consciously or out of 
habit seek to change 
their roles from hum­
ble servant to chair­
man of the board.

In verses 2-5, the psalmist openly 
recognizes specific gifts from God - for­
giveness for sins, cure from physical dis­
ease, escape from death, unending divine 
love, unmerited favor, and mercy.

Contemporary American life is hectic. 
When we squeeze in time for thanksgiv­
ing, there is a tendency to lump things 
together and tell our Lord things like, 
“Thank you God for everything.” While 
thankfulness is good anytime, there is a 
real need for you and me to be specific in 
listing things for which we are thankful.

It could be that we are too busy when 
we give the Creator and Redeemer brief 
snatches of our time rather than our 
whole beings. I have heard it said, 
“When you do not have time for God, you 
are too busy!” This is true.

The Apostle Paul provides an example 
of subtle instruction. In the letter to the 
church at Corinth, Paul obviously is urg­
ing those believers in the midpart of the 
first century to develop certain qualities 
which they did not really have but defi­
nitely needed.

Some of the believers in that bustling 
city were living and serving honorably. 
However, there were many whose spiri­
tual lives revealed great lack in purity of 
mind and body.

To list the sins and/or problems of that

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors,

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH 
FURNISHINGS & 

PEW UPHOLSTERY

carpet

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

First Baptist Church 
Tullahoma 

Homecoming ’8b Celebration 
for Sunday, September 28 

We are planning to recognize for­
mer church members and former 
staff members during the morning 
worship service which will be 
followed by an old-fashioned din­
ner on the grounds.

Worship Service 11:00 a.m. 

ancient church is like making a list of 
churches in the 20th century. The names 
and cultures are different but the basic 
human predicament is the same - divi­
sion among the believers, immorality, 
quarrels being settled in civil court 
rather than within the loving fellowship 
of true believers, belief that the body is 
sinful anyway so why be upset over sin­
ful practices, observance of the Lord’s 
Supper from wrong motives and in pa­
gan ways, spectacular religious meet­
ings rather than humble worship of God, 
unsound teaching especially in regard to 
Christ’s resurrection.

As Christians acknowledge spiritual 
blessings and use them for the glory of 
God, they can overcome sin within their 
own lives and be channels through whom 
God can overcome sin within church fel­
lowships.

In writing to Timothy, Paul was clear 
to reveal the source of strength for Chris­
tian service. Paul knew he was a sinner 
being saved by the grace of God. He 
knew the kind of life he was being saved 
from and the life he was being urged to 
live. Once he had been a violent enemy of 
the purposes of God and now he was so 
very thankful to be actively engaged in 
proclaiming the saving love of Christ to

BROCHURE^ BAPTISTRIES j 
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
Mj/TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 
TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO
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The Church East Tennessee Colls Home

L

Sunday. October 5.10:50 AM
Speaker Dr Tom Melzonl. Pastor. Central
Baptist Church. Oak Ridge, TN
Music Central's Own sanctuary Choir and 
Orchestra, oak Ridge, tn

Sunday, October 5. 7:OO P M
Speaker Dr. Jack Graham, Pastor. First 
Baptist Church, west Palm Beach, fl 
Music Chapel Choir and Orchestra, central 
Baptist Church. Oak Ridge, TN

Monday. October 6, 7 OO P.M
Speaker Dr. Morris Chapman. Pastor, First
Baptist Church. Wichita Falls. TX
Music Sanctuary Choir, Central Baptist 
Church, Fountain City, Knoxville, TN

WELCOME ■WKgJ
Dinner 
served 
each 
evening 
5:00 to 615 
($3.00)

The Home 
Dedicated 
October 5-9

in

M!

DR. TOM MELZONI, PASTOR

Tuesday. October 7, 7:00 P.M.
Speaker Dr. w A. Criswell. Pastor, First
Baptist Church, Dallas. TX
Music Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra.
Central Baptist Church, oak Ridge, TN

Wednesday. October 8. 7:00 p.m
Speaker Dr James McCluskey, Pastor.
Wallace Memorial Baptist Church. Knoxville. TN 
(President of Tennessee Baptist Convention) 
Music Sanctuary Choir, Wallace Memorial 
Baptist Church, Knoxville. TN

Thursday. October 9. 7 00 P.M.
Speaker Dr. James Reimer, Pastor, second
Baptist Church. Springfield. MO
Music Sanctuary Choir. Central Baptist 
Church. Bearden, Knoxville, TN

Central Baptist Church
130 PROVIDENCE ROAD • OAK RIDGE. TENNESSEE • (Across from rhe High School) 

(615)463-7495

mankind. Like David in various psalms, 
Paul thrilled over the mercy of God to 
forgive sin and give him things to do in 
the kingdom.

Are you daily thankful to God for His 
tender mercy and blessings? As an old 
hymn says about God’s blessings, “name 
them one by one.” Is your thankfulness 
to God being revealed in increasing ef­
forts to serve, to use God’s gifts in your 
life and in your church fellowship? Are 
you about as good of a Christian now as 
you were last week or last year?

Thanksgiving is not to be a seasonal 
event. It is to be a Christian’s whole exis­
tence. The “Doxology” can become a 
worship ritual or an utterance of heart­
felt praise and adoration to the One 
“from Whom all blessings flow.”

1946 1886
You are cordially invited 

to attend the 
Fortieth Anniversary Celebration 

of the 
Brainerd Bills Baptist Church 

6611 East Brainerd Road 
Chattanooga, Tennessee 

Sunday, September 28,1986 
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.

Lunch 12 noon
Special Program 1:96 p.m.

Lunch will be provided for the guests

You Are Invited to Attend rhe

WORLD 
PREMIERE

of of 
GLODY

on Easter Musical by Mary McDonald & Linda Serina 
Saturday. October 25 

Second Boprisr Church
4660 Walnut Grove Rood. Memphis. Tennessee

Choral Reading Session • 7:00 p.m. Choral Premiere - 6:30 p.m.
Rresenred by rhe Adulr Choir of Second Boprisr Church. Memphis Tennessee 
under rhe direction of Wayne Randolph. A choral reading session led by John 
Purifoy and Mary McDonald will precede rhe premiere performance

Adrmsston to the premiere is free and you are invited to bring your chotf members 
Choral pockets for rhe reading session will be available or o cost of S10 ($30 value;
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Baptist pastor, mayor writes caustic columns
By Lisa M. Lee

CLARKESVILLE, Ga.(BP) - “You’re 
going to hell,’’ says the voice on the 
telephone.

“Who is this?” asks Bo Turner.
“It doesn’t matter,” responds the 

caller.
“But it matters to me,” Turner insists. 

“ ‘Cause the Bible says Peter holds the 
keys to hell, and if he’s lost ’em, I want to 
know who’s got ’em.”

Bo Turner does not look like a trouble­
maker, or a Southern Baptist pastor, or a 
small-town mayor.

But a lot of folks in northeast Georgia 
get mad at Turner, primarily because of 
his caustic columns written for the 
Gainesville Times and other area news­
papers.

Turner, in his columns, writes about 
economic injustice, religious fundamental­
ism, the Reagan administration, military 
defense, and dozens of other controver­
sial issues.

Sometimes his columns provoke heat­
ed letters from other Southern Baptists 
who disagree with Turner’s theology.

Turner, however, takes it all in stride. 
He feels there is no conflict between his 
four different roles, but each comple­
ments the other.

He is pastor of Tallulah Falls Baptist 
Church; mayor of Clarkesville, Ga.; a 
teacher and counselor of handicapped 
children at Habersham Central High 

School; and a syndicated newspaper 
columnist, author, and popular public 
speaker.

For Turner, a reaction from someone 
- whether positive or negative - is a 
sign of success. Scattered around his 
small office are numerous letters, photo­
graphs, and books sent to him by his 
diverse audiences.

“I write to get people to think,” he 
says. “It doesn’t matter if they agree or 
disagree as long as I get them to move 
beyond the passive, sit-in-the-pew, give- 
your-money Christianity. Some say I 
can’t do what I do and still be a Chris­
tian. I say I do what I do because I am a 
Christian.”

Turner fears Southern Baptists are not 
always taken seriously because they ap­
pear passive. At Tallulah Falls Baptist 
Church, Turner encourages his congre­
gation to be concerned for others’ wel­
fare.

Inspired by the writings and theology 
of Clarence Jordan, a Southern Baptist 
minister who began an integrated Chris­
tian community called Koinonia Farms 
near Americus, Ga., in the 1940s, Turner 
says he is committed to a “radical and 
revolutionary Jesus ... Who challenged 
people to follow Him.”

“People have the idea that Americans 
are the ‘chosen’ people of God. If God has 
chosen us for anything, it’s to share our 
wealth and resources with the poor and 
hungry,” he says.

Turner believes God is on the side of 
the poor and oppressed. “God’s in Ethio­
pia, where there is pain and suffering. If 
anything, we Americans are stenching 
His nostrils because our priorities are 
messed up,” he says. -

Turner is determined to make Chris­
tians aware of what their priorities 
should and should not be.

“The Bible doesn’t say ‘I was hungry, 
and you formed a committee,’ or ‘I need­
ed shelter, and you installed a new 
$100,000 pipe organ in your sanctuary,’ ” 
he points out. “It says love your neigh­
bor.”

Turner insists a neighbor is anyone in 
need. Turner and his wife, Em, are in­
volved in Habitat for Humanity, an inter­
denominational organization made 
famous by former U.S. President Jinimy 
Carter.

Habitat provides low-cost, interest- 
free housing for the economically 
depressed. Turner’s tiny church sup­
ports Habitat on a regular basis. He also 
donates his monthly pastor’s salary to 
the organization and often can be found 
working on project sites.

Believing Baptists “tend to forget 
those on a local level,” Turner and the 
small congregation also support Victory 
Home, a rehabilitation facility for alco­
holic men. Located down the road from 
the mountain church, the men are wel­
comed into the fellowship at Tallulah 
Falls.

“Three-fourths of those attending wor­
ship are from Victory Home,” says Bob 
Fawcett, chairman of the deacons at Tal­

Second group of Amity teachers
arrives in China,

NANJING, China (BP)- A second 
group of foreign teachers invited by the 
Amity Foundation, a service organiza­
tion established by Chinese Christians, 
has started a year or more of work in 
China.

The group, which includes seven 
Southern Baptists, swells the ranks of 
Amity-sponsored foreign teachers in 
China to 55. Along with teachers from the 
first group who are beginning a second 
year, the new group will be teaching 
English, German, and Japanese lan­
guage courses at 36 colleges and institu­
tions in Shanghai and the provinces of 
Jiangsu, Fujian, and Zhejiang.

Chinese Christians formed the Amity 
Foundation in 1985 to undertake health, 
education, and social services in China. 
It is an independent organization not for­
mally connected to Chinese churches. Its 
efforts, like the Amity Teachers Project, 
are open to Chinese and foreigners.

The new teachers attended a four-day 
orientation in late August at the newly 
opened conference center of Nanjing
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“There remaineth therefore a rest to the 
people of God" (Heb. 4:9).

lulah Falls. “We always have new faces 
in the congregation. They aren’t all Bap­
tists, but we don’t always act like Bap­
tists. To tell you the truth, I haven’t 
found out yet how Baptists are supposed 
to act.

“Our theology hasn’t changed in the 
seven years Bo has been here. Jesus 
Christ is Lord and Saviour,” he says.

Martha Handley, another member of 
the church, echoes Fawcett’s words, 
“Jesus Christ is Lord. That’s the whole 
key to it all.”

Handley, the first female deacon of the 
church, has known Turner for seven 
years. “We are proud of our church. 
There is definite ministry there. The 
Lord is within the walls with us,” she 
says. “Through Bo, I think He makes 
people sit up and listen.”

Both Fawcett and Handley admit 
Turner’s writings often meet with oppo­
sition. “But,” says Handley, “I always 
ask those who criticize, ‘Have you really 
listened to him? Really?* ”

Fawcett receives letters every week 
from irate readers, almost all of whom 
live outside of Clarkesville. They accuse 
Turner of being an unbeliever and ques­
tion the validity of his ministry.

But Turner is undaunted: “God has 
given me my little area of the world to 
worry about. He’ll do for Bo Turner 
what’s best for Bo Turner, and He’ll take 
care of the details.”

Then, typical of his good-natured hu­
mor, he laughingly tells Fawcett, “Tell 
’em you all can’t afford much, and I’m 
all you got.”

begins work
Union Theological Seminary. They 
heard presentations on the current situa­
tion in China, educational reform, lan­
guage teaching, the Amity Foundation’s 
work and Christianity in China.

“Now you have come to work with the 
Chinese people from within,” said Ting 
Yen Ren, Amity educational consultant. 
“In coming to China, many of you leave 
your families behind and you are pre­
pared to adjust to a simple, harsh life in 
a Third World country.” Amity staff 
members, he told the teachers, “really 
appreciate your spirit of self-sacrifice.”

The 55 Amity teachers now in China 
were recruited by 14 different church-re­
lated agencies in nine countries, accord­
ing to Philip Wickeri, the organization’s 
overseas coordinator. The seven South­
ern Baptists are related to Cooperative 
Services International, Southern Bap­
tists’ office for involvement in countries 
such as China where there is no mission­
ary presence.

Another developing Amity project, a 
printing press for Chinese Bibles and 
Christian literature, recently changed 
sites. Foundation officials will cooperate 
with the Jiangning Industrial Corpora­
tion near Nanjing in constructing a plant 
for the press. Nanjing Normal Universi­
ty, the original site, withdrew from the 
project because it was unable to meet the 
technical needs of the press operation.

The Amity Printing Press, jointly sup­
ported by the foundation and the United 
Bible Societies, also will print other 
materials “of service to society,” ac­
cording to Amity officials.

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
IS FOR YOU.


