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Shackleford accepts position in SBC
By Charlie Warren

Al Shackleford, editor of the Baptist 
md Reflector for more than 10 years, 
ias resigned his post to accept a new 
esponsibility as vice-president for 
>ublic relations for the Executive Com- 
nittee of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
ion, effective March 15.
Shackleford’s election on Feb. 17 came 

>y a 32-26 vote of the Executive Commit- 
ee during its regularly scheduled Febru- 
iry meeting in Nashville, after efforts to 
)ostpone the election failed.

On the morning following his election. 
Shackleford announced he would accept

Week of Prayer accents 
evangelism, March 1-8

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Evangelist 
Billy Graham warned Southern Baptists 
hey will never be successful in Bold Mis­
sion Thrust if they leave evangelism up 
:o their pastors, missionaries, and voca- 
:ional evangelists.

Saying he was pleased that the theme 
for the 1987 Home Mission Study is “All 
Are Called To Evangelism,” Graham 
wrote in the foreword to the adult mission 
study book that Baptists must put that 
theme into personal practice to reach the 
goals of Bold Mission Thrust.

Evangelism is also the focus on the 
March 1-8 Week of Prayer for Home Mis­
sions theme, “Who Will Win America?”.

“This task ... is too big for Southern 

sionaries reach across all barriers to all 
people, regardless of the circum­
stances. Tennessee Baptist churches 
will join churches across the Southern 
Baptist Convention next week in 
prayer for home missions.

the position, despite the split vote.
God knew about the 32-26 vote “long 

before He led me to allow my name to be 
placed in nomination,” Shackleford told 
the Executive Committee Feb. 18. “In 
fact, God knew about that 32-26 vote long 
before He saved me in 1941 and called me 
to serve Him in 1950 and led me into 
religious journalism in 1953.”

The position includes the directorship 
of Baptist Press, the denomination’s 
news service. Shackleford will succeed 
Wilmer C. Fields, who retires March 31 
after almost 28 years in the position.

“The issue is not Mr. Shackleford,”

Baptists to leave up to their pastors, mis­
sionaries, and evangelists,” Graham 
observed.

Graham said one reason he is a South­
ern Baptist is because most Baptists 
believe, as he does, that evangelism is 
the number one priority of the church.

“Yet all too often, Baptists, like other 
Christians around the world, are reluc­
tant to witness,” Graham said. “Many 
leave it up to their pastors and to evan­
gelists who lead their revivals.”

Graham’s comments came shortly 
after preliminary projections were 
released predicting an increase in bap­
tisms by Southern Baptist churches dur­
ing 1986 - the first such increase in four 
years.

Final statistics revealed that baptisms 
in 1986 reached 363,124, an increase of 3.4 
percent over the 351,071 baptisms report­
ed in 1985.

Robert Hamblin, Home Mission Board 
vice-president for evangelism, at- 

(Continued on page 2) 

Directors elect search committee
In a called meeting Feb. 20, the board of directors of the Baptist and Reflec­

tor elected a search committee to seek a replacement for Editor Al Shackleford 
who resigned to accept a position as vice-president for public relations for the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee. (See separate story on this page.)

The board of directors approved a five-member committee with three addi­
tional ex-officio members, which was named by Fred Isaacs of Cosby, chair­
man of the board.

Calvin Metcalf, pastor of Central Baptist Church of Fountain City, Knoxville, 
will chair the search committee.

Other members will be David Drumel, pastor of Union Avenue Baptist 
Church, Memphis; Ray Fowler, pastor of Highland Heights Baptist Church, 
Memphis: James Hutson, pastor of First Baptist Church, Rockwood; and 
Perry Michel, pastor of Belmont Heights Baptist Church, Nashville.

Ex-officio members are Marshall Gupton, pastor of Una Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and president of the TBC Executive Board; Jerry Oakley, pastor of 
Springfield Baptist Church, Springfield, and president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention; and Isaacs.

The board of directors also authorized Charlie Warren, associate editor, to 
supervise the office and oversee production of the Baptist and Reflector until an 
editor is elected.

observed Ed Drake, a committee mem 
ber and attorney from Dallas. Drake 
said he felt some other candidate might 
have been nominated who would have 
had the support of 75 to 80 percent of the 
Executive Committee.

The real issue, according to several 
committee members, is who will control 
the policies and day-to-day operations of 
Baptist Press and who can best maintain

Alvin C. Shackleford

SBC Executive Committee elects 
Mosley as executive vice-president

NASHVILLE - Ernest E. Mosley ex­
ecutive director of the Illinois Baptist 
State Association, was elected unani­
mously as executive vice-president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Ex­
ecutive Committee, effective April 15.

In his new post, Mosley will be respon- 

balance and fairness in coverage of SBC 
controversies.

Earlier on Feb. 17, the Executive Com­
mittee’s administrative and convention 
arrangements subcommittee voted 13-6 
to recommend Shackleford for election 
by the full Executive Committte.

He was nominated by Harold C. Ben­
nett, president and treasurer of the 
Executive Committee, who noted Shack­
leford’s fairness. “This man has the 
ability and skill ... to help in the healing 
process within the convention,” Bennett 
said.

Immediately after Shackleford was 
recommended to the full Executive Com­
mittee, Charles Sullivan, pastor of First 
Baptist Church. Lenoir City, made a mo­
tion to postpone the election until the 
June 17 meeting of the Executive Com­
mittee during the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis.

Dotson Nelson, retired pastor from 
Birmingham, Ala., pointed out that the 
June 17 date would be one day after the 
SBC is scheduled to elect new members 
to the Executive Committee. He ques­
tioned whether the intent of the motion 
was to delay the vote until a new Ex­
ecutive Committee is installed.

John Sullivan, pastor of Broadmoor 
Baptist Church. Shreveport. La., and 
former SBC parliamentarian, said a mo­
tion to postpone to a specific time would 

(Continued on page 2) 

sible for program planning and inter­
agency cooperation. He replaces Regin­
ald McDonough, who resigned to take a 
position as executive director of the Bap­
tist General Association of Virginia.

Mosley has led Illinois Baptists for the 
past six years. Previously, he supervised 
the pastoral ministry program in the 
church administration department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School Board. 
Nashville, from 1971-80. Before that, he 
was pastoral ministry consultant in the 
BSSB’s church administration depart­
ment, 1967-71.

While at the Sunday School Board. 
Mosley developed and wrote The Deacon 
Family Ministry Plan, which was pub­
lished by the board and is used by 
churches across the SBC.

He has been pastor of churches in Syd­
ney, Australia: Honolulu and Kaneohe, 
Hawaii: and has served in other staff 
positions in churches in Shreveport, La., 
and Pine Bluff and Arkadelphia. Ark.

A native of Arkansas, he is a graduate 
of Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadel­
phia, and Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Fort Worth. Texas. He 
was pastor of six churches in Texas and 
Arkansas as a college and seminary stu­
dent.
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General Assembly faces
new pari-mutuel push

By Steve Higdon
Legalized gambling is once again an 

issue for Tennessee legislators. A bill 
that would allow pari-mutuel gambling 
at horse racing events was introduced 
into the General Assembly last week.

Known as the “Racing Control Act of 
1987.“ the bill would clear the way for 
horsetrack gambling in any Tennessee 
county or municipality permitting it by 
referendum.

A day prior to the measure's introduc­
tion, Gov. Ned McWhorter said he would 
sign into law a racing bill passed by the 
General Assemby, as long as commun­
ities were allowed to conduct such a 
referendum.

If enacted, the legislation would also 
establish the Tennessee Racing Commis­
sion, a five-member body appointed by 
the governor and approved by the Gener­
al Assembly. The commission would act 
as the state authority for the regulation 
of horse racing and pari-mutuel wager­
ing, grant racing licenses, and approve 
track locations.

While the bill would restrict the com­
mission to grant only one racing license

Shackleford accepts post. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

require a two-thirds margin of approval 
under Robert’s Rules of Order. John 
Sullivan added that a motion to postpone 
to no specific day would require only a 
simple majority.

A substitute motion by Alan E. Sears of 
Louisville, postponing consideration in­
definitely, received a 29-29 vote.

Executive Committee chairman David 
Maddox of Fullerton, Calif., ruled that 
because of the tie, the order of business 
should revert to the previous order, 
which was Charles Sullivan's motion to 
postpone to June 17. Sullivan then with­
drew his motion and Maddox ruled that 
the committee was back to the motion 
recommending Shackleford’s election.

Throughout the discussion that fol­
lowed. there was no public opposition 
voiced against Shackleford, and no 
arguments were presented against his 
election.

Most of the objections to Shackleford 
had been voiced earlier during the ad­
ministrative subcommittee meeting, 
which operates under rules prohibiting 
direct quotes and attribution by news 
media.

In a personal testimony and statement 
of his philosophy of Christian journal­
ism, Shackleford told the Executive 
Committee that the SBC system of oper­
ation is based on two Baptist principles 
— the priesthood of the believer and the 
autonomy of the local church.

“I trust the system,” Shackleford 
stated. “I believe that Baptists, in­
dividually and collectively, can and will 
make the proper decisions when they 
have a fair, unbiased, objective presen­
tation of the issues involved. I have long 
held to the historic Baptist adage, ‘Tell 
the truth and trust the people ’

He also noted that Baptist journalists
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subscription to a friend 

in each grand division of the state, it 
would allow for the licensing of races to 
be held during county fairs.

The commission would be formed im­
mediately after the bill became law, and 
any county or municipality could con­
duct a referendum on the isssue at that 
point.

The measure is sponsored in the House 
of Representatives (HB 1068) by Jimmy 
Naifeh of Covington, and in the Senate 
(SB 1077) by Steve Cohen of Memphis. It 
is essentially similar to pari-mutuel 
gambling and horse racing legislation 
previously sponsored by Cohen, featur­
ing recommendations presented to the 
Senate in 1984 by a specially-commis­
sioned task force.

Gambling bills considered by the Gen­
eral Assembly in previous years fared 
well in committees or were passed by 
one house, but were never approved by 
both governing bodies in a General As­
sembly session as required.

The bill is set to go before the Govern­
ment Operations and the State and Local 
Government committees of each house 
for discussion and committee considera­
tion.

must exercise care in presenting a true, 
accurate, unbiased picture of what is go­
ing on in SBC life.

“Having an ultimate responsibility to 
all Baptists requires that Baptist jour­
nalists must be open to all opinions from 
all Baptists,” Shackleford said. “No 
opinion by any Baptist anywhere is un­
important.”

In accepting the position, Shackleford 
told the committee. “I am a Southern 
Baptist who trusts the process, and the 
process has opened the door of service in 
a position to which I feel God has led 
me.”

He said he felt God had given him the 
“gift of fairness” and that he wants Bap­
tist Press to be a part of the healing of 
our convention.

“Therefore, I plead with you to give 
me one year of ‘grace’ to see if I can ful­
fill your expectations of this office,” he 
said.

In an interview, Appellate Court Judge 
Paul Pressler of Houston said in 
response to Shackleford’s plea, “I will 
prayerfully support him and carefully 
observe him. ” Pressler, a member of the 
Executive, Committee who has been crit­
ical of Baptist Press, said he had opposed 
Shackleford’s nomination because of a 
“pattern of unfairness towards conser­
vatives” in the SBC during the past eight 
years.

Before becoming editor of the Baptist 
and Reflector in November 1976, Shack­
leford was editor of the Indiana Baptist 
and public relations director for Indiana 
Baptists for 11 years.

He is a former editor of The Beam, a 
magazine published by the SBC Radio 
and Television Commission, Fort Worth, 
Texas; former technical director in the 
public relations office for the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas; and a 
former sportswriter for the Fort Worth 
Star Telegram.

A native of Georgia, he is a graduate of 
Mercer University, Macon, Ga.; the Uni­
versity of Georgia in Athens ; and South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas. He was a pastor in 
Frapklin, Ga., during college. ,

APPRECIATION — Roy Gilleland (left), a member of Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, Nashville, and TBC Brotherhood director before he retired, receives a 
plaque of appreciation for his service on the Baptist Sunday School Board from 
Lloyd Batson, chairman of BSSB trustees. Gilleland's term ends in June.

HMB Week of Prayer. . .
(Continued from page 1 j 

tributed the increase in baptisms to 
response in the “Good News America: 
God Loves You” simultaneous revivals 
held in 27,000 Southern Baptist churches 
in the spring of 1985.

Historically, the number of baptisms 
reported by Southern Baptist churches 
has always increased during years of 
simultaneous revivals, according to 
Richard Harris, director of the Home 
Mission Board’s mass evangelism de­
partment.

Harris warned, however, that if the 
same historical patterns are followed, 
baptisms will probably be down in 1987. 
Baptisms the year after nationwide 
simultaneous revivals usually have de­
clined an average of about seven per­
cent, Harris said.

Therefore, it is especially significant 
that Woman’s Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood are leading local churches 
in a mission study and a Week of Prayer 
on evangelism during 1987,” Harris said.

The Week of Prayer for Home Mis­
sions also is the ingathering time for the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering which 
supports Southern Baptists’ mission ef­
forts in the United States.

The national goal for this year’s offer­
ing is $37.5-million. Tennessee’s goal this 
year is $1,750,888.

Southern Baptists, through the Annie 
Armstrong offering, are able to extend a 
helping hand to the almost 100 unwed 
mothers who walk through the doors of 
the Sellers Baptist Home and Adoption 
Center in New Orleans, La., each year.

If the 1987 goal of $37.5-million is met, 
the Sellers Home will receive $190,000 to 
minister to the spiritual and physical 
needs of these young mothers.

Special projects supported by the 1987 
offering total $3.9-million and are wide 
and varied. For example, a total of

Robert Kitts ministers 
to Mosheim community

Robert Kitts now serves as pastor of 
Brown Springs Baptist Church in 
Mosheim.

Previous pastorates include Sunrise 
Baptist Church and Narrow Valley Bap­
tist Church, both in Rutledge: Cedar 
Creek Baptist Church, Russellville; and 
Phillippi Baptist Church, Mohawk.

Kitts is a native of Loraine, Ohio.
He has attended Walters State Com­

munity College in Morristown.,.

$30,000 will fund crusades in metro­
politan areas. A sum of $590,000 will fund 
summer missionaries who provide an ex­
tra helping hand to the missionaries on 
the field. An allocated $20,000 wall help 
overworked bivocational pastors move 
to another place of service.

With $25,000, the Home Mission Board 
is able to support a consultant on 
disaster and hunger relief who helps 
Southern Baptists become aware of the 
critical needs in these areas around the 
country.

The largest bulk of the $37.5-million 
goal is $25-million designated to support 
about 3,700 home missionaries and their 
field ministries.

A total of $5.36-million will be allocated 
to the church extension program to sup­
port mission pastors, church starters, 
and pastors whose churches cannot fully 
support them.

Although chaplains are not financially 
supported by the HMB, $252,000 will pro­
vide training and orientation to meet 
pastoral and personal needs for more 
than 1,600 chaplains serving in institu­
tions, hospitals, and the military.

In 1987, the offering will provide 
$50,000 for disaster relief. This money 
will allow churches to provide financial 
assistance during natural and man­
made disasters.

Another allocation of funds, $8.5- 
million, is for critical Bold Mission 
Thrust areas needed to expand Southern 
Baptist work. Three million dollars in 
this category are slated to increase the 
number of missionary personnel in the 
United States.

In 1987, 389 new projects, which in­
cludes 83 new missionary positions, will 
go unfunded due to lack of money.

Another $2-million of the Annie Arm­
strong offering will train personnel, iden­
tify needs, and establish pilot projects to 
implement new strategies to keep home 
missions work on the cutting edge.

In 1986, the directors of the HMB gave 
directives to the board staff to find new 
ways to reach the cities for Christ. Forty- 
six percent of the U.S. population lives in 
the 50 largest cities.

Annie Armstrong gifts of $1.9-million 
will respond to the challenge of reaching 
the cities through evangelism, church 
starting, and ministry to ethnic and 
language groups.

The 1986 offering fell short of its 
$31.5-million goal by 15 percent, but 
represented a 7 4 percent increase over 
the previous year’s offering.
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Daniel Vestal denounces political actions
By Dan Martin

NASHVILLE (BP)- Political coali­
tions in the 14.6-million-member 
Southern Baptist Convention are “inap­
propriate" and “immoral,” and will 
“destroy" the convention, Peace Com- 

* mittee member Daniel Vestal told a 
meeting of Baptist journalists.

Vestal, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Midland, Texas, told the journalists he 
was “speaking as an individual," and not 
as a member of the 22-member SBC Peace 
Committee.

The Texas pastor, whose church an­
nually leads the SBC in contributions to 
the SBC Cooperative Program, com­
mented after two journalists - Bob 
Terry, editor of Word and Way, the 
Missouri Baptist Convention news jour­
nal, and Jim Newton, BP bureau chief in 
Atlanta - had asked about political 
coalitions and the appropriateness of 
caucuses by members of boards of trust 
to set the political agenda for board 
meetings.

Terry said he had talked with two 
members of the SBC Executive Commit­
tee who told him of a caucus in which 
strategy was discussed about ways to 
block the election of Alvin C. Shackleford 
as vice-president for public relations and 
director of Baptist Press.

He also referred to “Firestorm 
Chats,” a tape-recorded interview with 
Paul Pressler, a Houston appeals court 
judge and member of the Executive 
Committee, which dealt with creation of 
a political coalition by fundamental - 
conservatives to change the SBC.

Terry said he “fears” the denomina­
tion has seen groups “committed to a 
common agenda" which have engaged in 
“almost purposeful disenfranchisement” 
of some segments of the denomination.

Newton asked what the Peace Com­
mittee’s attitude is toward that kind of 
political activity.

Vestal, who said he was not aware of 
the Executive Committee caucus, said 
he has listened to the recording, “Fire­
storm Chats,” in which Pressler report­
edly details formation of a coalition with 
Paige Patterson, president of the Cris­
well Center for Biblical Studies in

Dallas, in the late 1970s with the intention 
of turning the SBC to a more conser­
vative stance.

“There is a Pressler-Patterson coali­
tion,” Vestal said. “There are some of us 
who feel that this kind of coalition has no 
place in Southern Baptist polity. I think 
all of us recognize that there is politics in 
the convention. If you vote, that is poli­
tics. There is the sharing of influence and 
that is politics.

“Many of us believe that the emer­
gence of this (Pressler-Patterson) coali­
tion, which spawned another coalition 
(Sherman-Chafin-Slatton-Cavender) is 
not only inappropriate politics, but is im­
moral.”

Following the emergence of the Pres­
sler-Patterson coalition in 1979, a 
moderate group was formed. Its leaders 
have been Cecil Sherman, pastor of 
Broadway Baptist Church in Fort Worth, 
Texas, and former Peace Committee 
member; Kenneth Chafin, now a pro­
fessor at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; James Slat­
ton, pastor of River Road Baptist Church 
in Richmond, Va.; and Norman Caven­
der, a layman from Claxton, Ga.

Vestal added, “It violates the essence 
of what congregational polity is. If that 
kind of politics existed in First Baptist 
Church of Midland, it would be only a 
short time before (we) split. The fellow­
ship would be destroyed, we would lose 
our vision, our purpose would be gone, 
and we would be consumed in infighting.

“That is what has happened in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. The emer­
gence of a political coalition has no place 
in Southern Baptist life.”

He urged every Baptist editor and 
every member of the Peace Committee 
to listen to the “Firestorm Chats." tape, 
and said, “I wish every Southern Baptist 
would listen to it. It is a clear statement 
of a reality that has emerged in Southern 
Baptist life in the last nine years that is 
going to destroy the Southern Baptist 
Convention.”

After Vestal made his statement, SBC 
President Adrian Rogers told the jour­
nalists he wanted the record clear “that 
Dan Vestal is speaking for Dan Vestal.”

Earlier, Rogers had told the journal­
ists that the Peace Committee had “ad­
dressed at great length” the question of 
political activity. “We found no political 
malfeasance of any group: no gerry­
mandering, no ballot-stuffing.

“Obviously, we have found some peo­
ple who have done some wrong things, 
but (did not find) a systemitized effort on 
either side of the aisle,” he added.

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church of Memphis, said: “There is a 
political atmosphere when we go to our 
convention. ... There is a political drive 
on the part of conservatives to see that 
conservative trustees are elected. That 
is political, but it is being done within the 
bounds and confines of our Constitution. 
It is being done by conservatives feeling 
they are using the system that our 
fathers gave us to correct what they feel 
is a problem. They don’t believe that is 
an abuse of the system, but a use of the 
system.”

He referred to his often repeated belief 
that when theological problems are 
solved, the political problems will disap­
pear and said: “Conservatives feel that 
when the need (for change) is removed, 
the system will no longer be used in that 
way.”

He also repeated his pledge to appoint 
“the best Baptists I know, intellectually, 
morally, spiritually, denominationally, 
and doctrinally. I would not appoint any­
body to anything who does not believe 
that the Bible has truth without any mix­
ture of error for its matter.”

Rogers added, “If a man goes onto the 
(Baptist) Sunday School Board as a 
result of my Committee on Committees. 
I want him to be a good trustee who 
understands the work of the board and 
wants it to do the best job it can for Jesus 
Christ.”

He said, “I will not appoint anyone 
because he has been in the Pressler- 
Patterson coalition. But I will not not ap­
point him. I will look at him as a 
person.”

During the hour-long meeting with 
about 50 representatives of the Baptist 
news media, Peace Committee chair­
man Charles Fuller and member Jerry

Vines were asked about the Glorieta 
Statement, issued in October by the 
presidents of the six SBC-affiliated 
seminaries.

In the statement, the presidents pledged 
allegiance to a belief the Bible is “not er­
rant in any area of reality,” and said the 
schools will “enforce compliance” with 
the statements of faith signed by faculty 
and staff at the institutions.

“There are various feelings about the 
Glorieta Statement,” said Fuller, pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Roanoke, Va. 
“I personally still feel we have some­
thing. Some have accused the presidents 
of caving in. I do not believe that was 
their spirit.”

The chairman told Baptist Press there 
had been questions about what the Glori­
eta Statement in reference to Scripture 
means. “Speaking as an individual I can 
say what it means to me. That state­
ment, ‘not errant in any area of reality,’ 
does not mean that the Bible is complete 
and exhaustive in every’ area of reality 
upon which it touches, but it does mean 
that whatever it says about any subject it 
does touch is true. It is never misleading.”

Fuller discounted secular newspaper 
reports that the Peace Committee is “at 
an impasse. We are not at an impasse, 
but we are watching and working. Our 
report (to the convention) will be 
strengthened or weakened by what takes 
place in the next month or two.” He said 
such actions are “observable and tangi­
ble and in the realm of facilitation, not 
just of the Glorieta Statement but of the 
(presidential) appointments as well.”

Vines, co-pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Jacksonville, Fla., said the 
Peace Committee felt the Glorieta State­
ment “was a very fine statement.” but 
added “two of the presidents have back­
tracked from it.”

He mentioned Roy Lee Honeycutt, 
president of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary’ in Louisville, Ky.. and 
Randall Lolley, president of South­
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., as making “subse­
quent statements (which) do not indicate 
consistency with what they said at 
Glorieta.”

SBC Peace Committee works on final report
By Dan Martin

NASHVILLE (BP)- The Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Peace Committee 
spent much of its 13th meeting working 
on instructions to a drafting subcommit­
tee about the content of the group’s final 
report, according to chairman Charles 
Fuller.

The 22-member committee met Feb. 
18-19, immediately following the Febru­
ary meeting of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee.

In addition to working on the “concept 
and precept” of the final report, and giv­
ing “information and input” to the draft­
ing subcommittee, Fuller told Baptist 
Press the group spent “a large portion of 
time focusing on addressing some of the 
political problems in the 14.6-million- 
member denomination.”

The group, which was created during 
the 1985 annual meeting of the SBC in 
Dallas, must make a final report to the 
1987 annual meeting, scheduled June 
16-18 in St. Louis.

Fuller said the drafting subcommittee, 
chaired by Bill Poe, an attorney from 
Charlotte, N.C., will meet twice in 
March and will submit a first draft of the 
report to a meeting April 2-3, in Nash­
ville. Other members of the drafting 

subcommittee are Albert McClellan of 
Nashville; Jerry Vines of Jacksonville, 
Fla.; Ed Young of Houston; Daniel Ves­
tal of Midland, Texas; and Bill Hull of 
Shreveport, La.

“By and large this meeting was in­
vested in determining some general con­
tent, but we did give special emphasis to 
the political matters,” Fuller said.

“I do not know of any informed and 
thinking Southern Baptist today who is 
saying our differences are not real or 
that they are minor, or, as we heard 
several years ago, that they are basical­
ly semantic, a matter of verbiage. It is 
quite obvious to every informed and 
thinking Southern Baptist that we do 
have marked differences.

“Those differences must be addressed, 
both the theological and the political, if 
we are to continue to minister and work 
together,” he added.

Prior to the committee meeting, Ful­
ler presented a progress report to the 
Executive Committee. In the report, 
Fuller noted the committee had “hoped 
to be ready to present a preliminary 
draft of the report. We are not prepared 
to do that.”

Originally, the Executive Committee 
had scheduled an hour during which it 

would receive the preliminary report 
and then allow members to react to the 
content. When the committee was not 
ready to make a report, the Executive 
Committee only heard Fuller’s brief 
report.

In that report, Fuller talked about the 
prayer retreat the Peace Committee 
held with seminary presidents and other 
agency executives in Glorieta, N.M., in 
mid-October.

“Those who were present at the Glor­
ieta prayer retreat will long remember 
its spiritual impact upon us all.

“It is regrettable that all 14-million 
Southern Baptists could not be assembled 
for such a wholesome exchange and fel­
lowship. Reconciliation is easier to come 
by when we talk to each other rather 
than just hear about one another,” 
Fuller said.

He added the statement issued at the 
retreat by the presidents of the six SBC- 
affiliated seminaries - known as the 
Glorieta Statement - had “sparked new 
hopes for resolution of the controversy in 
our denomination. Although the presi­
dents did not submit this statement to the 
Peace Committee for approval, under­
scoring their intent to carry out their 
proposals, regardless of our action, the 

committee heartily endorsed the Glori­
eta Statement.

“I, personally, believe in the integrity’ 
with which the seminary presidents 
drafted and offered this statement and 
would hope their trustees, alumni, facul­
ties, and seminary families would support 
the faith they keep with that statement,” 
Fuller noted.

Six European groups 
cooperate in missions

GLASGOW, Scotland - Directors of 
six Baptist foreign missions organiza­
tions in Europe have pledged greater co­
operation.

They intend, for example, “to offer the 
opportunity for partnerships in mission 
with one another.”

The directors also agreed in recent 
meetings to schedule annual sessions 
and share information related to mis­
sions strategy and personnel.

Participating were directors of the 
European Baptist Mission, three organi­
zations based in Sweden, one based in 
England, and one serving Danish and 
Norwegian Baptists.
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Reagan receives appeal 
for Lebanon missionaries

Cicero’s;
comment

By Art Toaiston
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- The Southern 

Baptist Foreign Mission Board has ap­
pealed to President Ronald Reagan to 
allow 13 missionaries to remain in 
Lebanon.

R. Keith Parks, the mission board’s 
president, is seeking Reagan’s interven­
tion following the U.S. Department of 
State’s refusal Feb. 11 to exempt South­
ern Baptist personnel from an order that 
all Americans leave Lebanon by March 4 
or face revocation of passport privileges.

Meanwhile, Sen. Strom Thurmond has 
urged Secretary of State George Shultz 
to give additional consideration to the 
matter.

In his letter to Reagan, Parks wrote: 
“We understand and appreciate our gov­
ernment’s refusal to bargain with ter­
rorists. We understand the desire to 
remove Americans from this threat. On 
the other hand, we ask that we not 
capitulate to (terrorist) actions and 
threat by removing people who con­
tribute to good will, reconciliation, 
education, peace, and to a better future 
for law-abiding Lebanese folk.”

The ongoing presence of missionaries 
would reassure the Lebanese that they 
“have not been deserted by the entire 
world,” Parks added. It would “enhance 
future relationships between Lebanon 
and our country.”

Parks asked for special consideration 
for six missionaries who have taught at 
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, two 
related to the Beirut Baptist School, two 
heading up the Arab Baptist Publication 
Center, a couple related to the Baptist

Gene Linder accepts 
ACTS network post

FORT WORTH, Texas - Gene Linder, 
who retired recently after 11 years as ex­
ecutive director of programming for 
American Television and Communica­
tions Corporation, has been named vice- 
president of multiple system operator 
relations for the ACTS Satellite Network 
Inc.

In his new position, Linder will serve 
as liaison between the ACTS netw ork and 
cable systems serving the majority of 
the nation’s cable subscribers.
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Center for Mass Communications, and 
one missionary retiree.

The missionaries have worked in Leb­
anon for terms ranging from 19 to 39 
years.

If Reagan refuses to intervene, “We 
certainly will comply with State Depart­
ment directives,” Parks said in an inter­
view.

Parks said he hopes to hear of 
Reagan’s decision this week, but added : 
“We don’t have any indication from any 
sources in Washington. Our original ap­
peal was answered in a little over a 
week, so we feel they will deal with it 
rather quickly.”

In appealing the State Department’s 
decision. Parks said: “We believe there 
are some perspectives that we as Chris­
tians have that would not be a concern 
for the State Department. From a Chris­
tian perspective, there is a call to will­
ingness to sacrifice and face risks for the 
sake of the gospel. Missionaries through 
the centuries, from Paul until now, have 
been walling under the leadership of the 
Lord to face those risks.”

From a Biblical standpoint. Parks 
said, decisions on staying or leaving a 
country should rest with missionaries 
and their families, “because the Lord 
leads sometimes to face danger, some­
times to avoid danger.”

“I think it comes down to an individual 
weighing all of the factors that he or she 
is aware of. Certainly knowing the lan­
guage (in the country) and being able to 
communicate with the people helps to do 
that. The missionaries then prayerfully 
seek the Lord’s guidance for their family 
and their individual lives as to what the 
Lord is leading them to do in light of the 
circumstances.”

Missionaries made such decisions in 
the past, he said, during turbulent times 
in places such as China, Vietnam, and 
Uganda.

Parks’ appeal to Reagan also noted 
Lebanon is the base of Arab-language 
ministries in the Middle East in publica­
tions. radio broadcasting, and theo­
logical education. He pointed out the 
missionaries have been involved in chan­
neling $300,000 in Southern Baptist relief 
funds in recent years to refugees vic­
timized by Lebanon’s 12-year-old civil 
war.

By the editor

Dear friends:
By now, you probably have heard 

that I am resigning as editor of the 
Baptist and Reflector to assume the 
position of vice-president for public 
relations of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention’s Executive Committee, effec­
tive March 15.

I wanted to write to you to answer 
your questions.

Your first question obviously would 
be “Why?”

Frankly, this was the hardest deci­
sion and the easiest decision I have 
ever made. Let me explain.

It was very hard because I love my 
work as editor of your state paper. The 
last 10 years have been very rewarding 
— mainly because of the strong support 
I have had from my Board of Directors, 
the TBC Executive Board, two execu­
tive secretaries, and most of all from 
our readers.

I came here in November 1976 with a 
firm conviction that this was the place 
where God had led me, and I would 
have been perfectly happy to stay as 
your editor until retirement.

When Harold Bennett, president of 
the Executive Committee, called me on 
Jan. 16,1 told him it was the wrong 
time for me to consider a change. 
Several important things were in the 
works: the Task Force on organization, 
personnel, and building space needs is 
nearing the end of its study ; my Board 
of Directors has special subcommittees 
studying our reorganization and in­
creasing circulation; and we have new 
typesetting equipment on order to ex­
pand our productivity.

These and other factors certainly 
made it hard for me to even consider 
moving from this editorship.

Another factor was the immediate, 
vocal opposition I began to hear from 
some members of the Executive Com­
mittee and a few others. For many 
years, I had sought to be a part of our 
denomination’s healing - now, it 
seemed, my nomination was seen as 
divisive. It was very uncomfortable to 
find myself as a part of the controver­
sy.

But, as I said, this was one of the 
easiest decisions I have ever faced.

After Dr. Bennett’s Jan. 16 call and 
before we ever met to discuss the possi­
bility, I began praying diligently for 
God’s will in this matter. I reminded 
the Lord that He had given me a defi­
nite indication in 1976 that I was to 
come to Brentwood. So I asked God for 
a clear, unmistakable indication if I 
should allow my name to be nominated 
as vice-president for public relations 
for the SBC Executive Committee.

As you know, our God is faithful. He 
gave me that firm impression that His 
will for my life was to allow my name 
to be placed in nomination by Dr. Ben­
nett.

Therefore, my acceptance of the posi­
tion - regardless of the narrow 32-26 
vote — was an easy decision.

God impressed me that He knew 
what this vote would be long before I 
was ever asked to consider this posi­
tion. And I did not feel that I had any 
choice but to accept a position to which

He had led and to which I had been 
elected.

Let me also deal with some questions 
which you may have heard about me in 
recent days by those opposing my elec­
tion.

Those of you who have been reading 
the Baptist and Reflector for the past 10 
years are aware that I am NOT a 
theological liberal.

In fairness, I will note that during 
more than six hours of discussion and 
questions with the officers of the Ex­
ecutive Committee, before the ad­
ministrative subcommittee, and before 
the full Executive Committee, not one 
challenge was made about my 
theological beliefs.

I was challenged about my fairness to 
the “conservative faction” in our 
denomination’s controversy. It was in­
teresting to me that the challenge came 
to an October 1980 editorial in which I 
had listed all the Tennesseans who 
serve as trustees on SBC boards and 
agencies against charges that some are 
not “Bible-believing, Christ-honoring” 
trustees.

I tried - with apparently no success 
- to refer to other editorials which I 
felt were supportive of “conservatism,” 
to show that I had indeed attempted to 
be fair, open, and objective. Some of 
these had even been reprinted in the 
Southern Baptist Journal.

I guess I can take some consolation 
in that - as it was pointed out during 
the debate on a motion to “postpone in­
definitely” the vote on my election — 
the opposition was not against me per­
sonally, but against the “process” 
which some seemed to feel did not 
allow for input and influence from Ex­
ecutive Committee members.

I must note that Dr. Bennett had 
followed the process exactly as outlined 
in the Executive Committee’s bylaws. 
Perhaps I should add that this was the 
same process followed in nominating 
Ernest Mosley as executive vice- 
president for the Executive Committee 
- and he was elected 58-0!

Regardless of the reason for those 26 
opposing votes, I have pledged “my life 
and my efforts” to proving a public 
relations program and a press service 
that is fair, objective, and balanced - 
which I believe is the desire of most 
members of the Executive Committee 
and most Southern Baptists.

In closing, let me say to you, our 
readers, that I am and will remain an 
active Tennessee Baptist. I have many 
friends in the churches of this state. I 
will continue my interest and support of 
our state convention’s efforts to be 
God’s servants in the Volunteer State 
and around the world.

You have been very gracious in your 
comments and support during the past 
10 years. As my friends, I ask that you 
continue to pray for me, as you have 
while I was your editor. Pray that I will 
be given the opportunity of being a part 
of the healing of our denomination.

Certainly, you will also pray that God 
will lead the Board of Directors of the 
Baptist and Reflector as they seek the 
next editor.

God bless you, 
AlVin Cicero Shackleford ‘
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Executive Committee plans for 1990-2000
By Marv Knox

NASHVILLE (BP)- Southern Bap­
tists’ roadmap for ministry during the 
last decade of the century gained ten­
tative approval during the denomina­
tion’s February Executive Committee 

I meeting.
The committee unanimously approved 

themes and goals for the 1990-2000 phase 
of Bold Mission Thrust, the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s plan to present the 
gospel of Christ to the whole world by the 
end of the century.

The themes and goals will be consid­
ered by messengers to the SBC annual 
meeting next summer in St. Louis. If ap­
proved, they will provide guidelines for 
leading the ministry of the convention’s 
14.6-million members, 37,000 churches, 
37 state conventions, 21 agencies and in­
stitutions, and 7,000-plus missionaries.

Themes for the decade have been di­
vided into two major groups. “Share 
Heritage and Hope... ” is the theme for 
1990-95, with annual themes of “Extend 
Christ’s Mission” (1990-91); “Embrace 
God’s Word” (1991-92); “Equip Be­
lievers” (1992-93); “Serve in Christ’s 
Spirit” (1993-94); and “Evangelize the 
Lost,” (1994-95). “Go Make Disciples” is 
the theme for 1995-2000, with annual 
themes of “Live God’s Word” (1995-96); 
“Share Christ’s Love” (1996-97); “Grow 
in Spiritual Power” (1997-98); “Follow 
Christ’s Servant Example” (1998-99); 
and “To the End of the Age” (1999-2000).

Goals for the decade are:
-Baptisms: 2.1-million during 1990-95 

and 2.5-million during 1995-2000.
-Congregations: 45.000 total churches 

and church-type missions by 1995 ; 50,000 
by 2000.

—Worship: An average morning wor­
ship attendance equal to 55 percent of 
resident membership and an average 
evening worship attendance equal to 30 
percent of resident membership by 1995 ; 
60 percent in morning worship and 35 
percent in evening worship by 2000.
- Bible study: 11-million Sunday 

School members by 1995; 13-million by 
2000.

— Discipleship: 2.5-million church 
training members by 1995; 3-million by 
2000.

-Missions education: 2-million 
Woman’s Missionary Union and Brother­
hood members by 1995; 2.3-million 
members by 2000.

-Stewardship: $12-billion in annual 
undesignated church receipts by 1995; 
$20-billion by 2000.

— Home missionaries: 4,500 by 1995; 
5,000 by 2000.

-Foreign missionaries: 4,800 by 1995; 
5,600 by 2000.

-Missions volunteers: 350,000 total 
home and foreign missions volunteers 
for 1990-95 ; 400,000 during 1995-2000.

-Missions support: $l-billion con­
tributed to the SBC Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget in 1995; $2.5-billion 
in 2000.

— Associational missions: Each 
church giving to associational missions 
on a percentage basis throughout the 
period.

During its February meeting, the Ex­
ecutive Committee also adopted a rec­
ommendation which would change 
Bylaw 18, which establishes the mem­
bership of the SBC Public Affairs Com­
mittee, the body which relates to the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af­
fairs. The bylaw, to become effective, 
must be approved by messengers to the 
1987 annual meeting of the SBC, sched­
uled June 16-18 in St. Louis.

The revision would limit the number of 

agency executives serving on the Public 
Affairs Committee to five and increase 
at-large members to 12. The president of 
the convention retains his committee 
seat.

In other business, the Executive Com­
mittee elected two people to fill vacan­
cies on the SBC Committee on Boards, 
Commissions, and Standing Commit­
tees. This committee will meet this 
spring and nominate people to fill vacan­
cies on the boards of all SBC entities.

M. Randall Drake, a member of First 
Southern Baptist Church of Evansville, 
Ind., was chosen to replace Kenneth A. 
Martin, a layman from Wadesville, Ind., 
who resigned because his status changed 
from non-church/denomination related 
to church/denomination related when he 
joined the staff of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Evansville.

R. Kenneth Spain, pastor of Evergreen 
Baptist Church in Cadillac, Mich., was 
elected to replace Truman B. Smith, for­
merly pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Clio, Mich., who resigned when he 
became an associational director of mis­
sions in Pennsylvania.

Responding to a change made last 
summer in SBC Bylaw 32, Representa­
tion from Qualified States and Territo­
ries, the Executive Committee voted to 
recommend six states and/or territories 
for upgraded representation on conven­
tion committees, institutions, and agen­
cies.

With membership between 15,000 and 
20,000, the Alaska Baptist Convention 
(19,142 members), Nevada Baptist Con­
vention (19,228), New England Baptist 
Convention (16,844), Baptist Convention 
of Pennsylvania-South Jersey (19,368) 
and Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist Con­
vention (17,614) will qualify for represen­
tation on the Executive Committee, the 
Committee on Committees and the Com­
mittee on Boards. Commissions, and 
Standing Committees.

With membership between 20,000 and 
25,000, the Baptist Convention of New 
York (24,786 members) will qualify for 
representation on the same committees 
as the smaller conventions, as well as the 
SBC Foreign Mission Board, Home Mis­
sion Board, and Sunday School Board.

In a related procedure, the Executive 
Committee voted to recommend to the 
SBC annual meeting in St. Louis that the 
Executive Committee charter be 
changed to allow its size to “be increased 
to any number not exceeding 100 or de­
creased to any number not less than 50.” 
The charter amendment is necessary 
because new representation allowed by 
the change in Bylaw 32 will push commit­
tee membership beyond the current 
legal limit of 75 people.

In other business, the committee:
-Approved the recommendation of 

host cities for the SBC annual meetings 
in 1993 and 1994. Houston was recom­
mended for the 1993 meeting, to be held 
June 16-18; Orlando, Fla., was recom­
mended for the 1994 meeting, set for 
June 15-17. Both locations will be pre­
sented for approval to messengers at­
tending the 1987 meeting in St. Louis.

-Ratified resolutions of appreciation 
for Richard M. Stephenson, who will re­
tire at the end of February as executive 
director of the Baptist General Associa­
tion of Virginia, and for Wilmer C. 
Fields, who will retire at the end of 
March as vice-president for public rela­
tions and director of Baptist Press for 
the Executive Committee.

-Received as information the admin­
istrative and convention arrangements 
subcommittee’s election of five mem­

bers of the convention’s Public Relations 
Advisory Committee. They are Karen 
Benson, manager of the SBC Woman’s 
Missionary Union communications 
group; Donald S. Hepburn, public rela­
tions director for the Florida Baptist 
Convention; Thomas Miller, vice-presi­

Lucy Wright Parker dies
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.(BP) - Re­

tired Southern Baptist Missionary Lucy 
Wright Parker, whose long and fascinat­
ing life mirrored 20th century Christian 
missions, died Feb. 18 in St. Petersburg. 
Fla., after a long illness. She was 92 
years old.

The native Georgian stood just 4 feet 11 
inches tall. But she outlasted Japanese 
occupation forces, World War II, cancer, 
several other near-fatal illnesses, and 
decades of upheaval during 42 years as a 
single missionary nurse in China and 
South Korea.

Her 17-year nursing stint in north 
China started in 1923 and spanned the 
Japanese occupation of the region in the 
1930s. She worked through bombing 
raids, and once assisted in 20 consecutive 
surgeries as bullets riddled the hospital 
where she worked.

As war raged in 1943, she headed back 
to China from the United States, deter­
mined to help legendary Missionary’ Doc­
tor Bill Wallace in south China. It took 
her two years to reach him - by way of 
Europe, across Africa and India, and 
“over the hump” of the Himalayas into 
China.

Reaching China was the easy part of 
the trek. She spent another year in west­
ern China, waiting out sickness and war. 
Traveling the famed Burma Road, she 
operated a medical dispensary that 
treated up to 90 patients a day. She final­
ly tracked down Wallace and his hospital 
staff at Nanning, where they were “refu- 
geeing” on the run from Japanese 
forces. The war ended a month later and 
she helped Wallace reopen his mission 
hospital in Wuchow.

Parker brushed off talk of her bravery. 
“There’s nothing heroic about me,” she 
once reflected. “What I did was in the 
line of duty. It didn’t occur to me to be 
afraid. But sometimes, when I look back 
on it, I wonder why I wasn’t. God was 
holding me up and helping me over the 
rough places.”

There were plenty of rough places. 
Besides sometimes overwhelming exter­
nal hardships, Parker nearly died four 
times during a three-year period from 
complications caused by a perforated 
stomach ulcer. She eventually had tw'o- 
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dent and director of communications for 
the SBC Annuity Board; R. Quinn Pugh, 
executive director of the Baptist Conven­
tion of New York; and Presnall H. Wood, 
editor of the Baptist Standard, news 
journal of the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas.

thirds of her stomach removed.
“But I was able to work in between 

each of these times,” she explained. “It 
didn’t hold me up for long. ... When 
things get me down. I look up. I know 
where my strength comes from.”

She left China in 1947 for furlough, and 
the Communist regime took power. Bill 
Wallace later died in a Communist 
prison. But Parker went on to w-ork for 11 
years as nursing director at the Baptist 
hospital named in memory of Wallace in 
Pusan, South Korea.

She called the young Korean nurses 
her “grandchildren,” and she became 
known in the area as the “American 
maiden grandmother.” One Korean 
news reporter dubbed her “the white- 
clothed angel.” According to one nurse, 
she spent her spare time visiting Pusan 
slums, bringing sick people back to the 
hospital and caring for them “like it 
gave her great pleasure. "

She considered the Korean language 
more difficult than Chinese, but she be­
came the first American to pass the 
nurse licensing examination in Korean 
She also helped establish the Korean 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union.

She retired in 1964 at age 70. “We feel 
like we’re losing half our hospital.” a col­
league said.

In 1971, she married retired Mission­
ary Earl Parker, a widower w’ho had also 
worked in China and South Korea for 36 
years. They traveled together extensive­
ly before his death in 1980. She later lived 
with her sister. Emily, in a St. 
Petersburg nursing home.

Bom in Augusta. Ga., she graduated 
from Shorter College, Rome, Ga., and 
from the nursing school at University 
Hospital, Augusta. She taught nursing 
there before her appointment by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
in 1922.

She is survived by her sister, two 
nephew’s, a niece, and a son-in-law.
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Cooperative Program aims 
at $140-million target

Rogers insists Peace Committee 
needs 'viable plan' for healing

By Marv Knox
NASHVILLE (BP)- The Southern 

Baptist Convention’s Executive Commit­
tee has proposed a record $140-million 
budget for the 1987-88 SBC Cooperative 
Program.

Messengers to the convention’s annual 
meeting will vote on the budget when 
they meet in St. Louis, June 16-18. If ap­
proved, the budget - a 2.9 percent in­
crease over the current $136-million 
budget - will go into effect Oct. 1.

The Cooperative Program is a conven­
tionwide budget used to support evan­
gelistic, missionary, and educational 
enterprises around the world. Money is 
channeled from church members to their 
congregations, to state conventions, and 
to national and international causes. The 
$140-million budget represents the goal 
for financing causes beyond the state 
level.

Allocation of the budget is divided into 
three sections: a first-phase basic oper­
ating budget of $132-million, a capital 
needs budget of $6.45-million, and a sec­
ond-phase operating budget of $1.55-mil- 
lion. Funds will not be allocated to the 
capital needs budget until the first-phase 
operating budget is met, and funds will 
not be allocated to the second-phase 
operating budget until all current and 
previous capital needs budgets are met.

The first-phase basic operating budget 
targets funds to 19 convention entities. It 
represents a 4.24 percent increase over 
the current S126.63-million first-phase 
operating budget.

The lion's share of this phase is desig­
nated for the convention’s Foreign Mis­
sion Board, which is to receive 
$66-million, or 50 percent of the total. The 
next-largest recipient is theological edu­
cation, with the six SBC seminaries set to 
receive more than $26.8-million. or 20.32 
percent of the goal. The SBC Home Mis­
sion Board is to receive almost $25.8-mil- 
lion, or 19.54 percent.

The largest percentage increase is 
allocated to the SBC operating portion of 
the budget. It is to receive almost 
$2.85-million, or 2.16 percent of the total. 
That is a 44.01 percent increase over the 
current $1.98-million allocation.

Three factors made that increase nec­
essary, reported John C. Cothran, a 
layman from Greenville, S.C., and chair­
man of the Executive Committee’s pro­
gram and budget subcommittee.

First, the convention operating section 
jumped 51.94 percent to more than 
$1.12-million because of the demand of 
providing for larger convention halls and 
larger and more equipment necessary to 
conduct larger SBC annual meetings.

Fueled by theological-political con­
troversy within the convention, the past 
two annual meetings have involved more 
than 40,000 messengers, more than dou­
ble the previous average size of such 
gatherings.

Second, a line item of $250,000 was added 
to the proposed budget to replace money 
borrowed from the convention’s reserve 
funds that paid for unbudgeted expenses 
of the two recent mammoth annual 
meetings.

Third, another line item of $200,000 was 
added to pay legal costs of defending the 
convention in Crowder, et al, vs. SBC, et 
al. and other pending lawsuits. The 
Crowder suit was brought by a group of 
messengers to the 1985 annual meeting in 
Dallas who claimed their rights were 
violated by alleged parliamentary, ir­

regularities. Cothran noted the conven­
tion already had paid $182,000 on the suit 
as of Jan. 13 and added that figure will 
increase as the appeal process contin­
ues. The suit initially was ruled in the 
SBC’s favor but the plaintiffs have ap­
pealed.

These three factors and two others - 
decreased revenue from the SBC Sunday 
School Board and expense on the two- 
year-old SBC Building in Nashville - 
were noted during the business and 
finance subcommittee’s report on the 
1985-86 SBC operating budget.

Tim A. Hedquist, vice-president for 
business and finance, noted decreased 
revenues from the Sunday School Board 
resulted when the board’s net income 
was lower than projected.

Hedquist also explained the interest 
expense on the SBC Building was higher 
than expected because the 1985-86 capital 
needs budget was not met. Consequently, 
the convention paid only $167,000 of 
$4.5-million targeted for the building. 
The remainder is to be paid through the 
1986-87 capital needs budget.

The $6.45-million 1987-88 capital needs 
budget allocates funds to eight SBC en­
tities: Home Mission Board, $600,000; 
Golden Gate seminary, $900,000; Mid­
western seminary, $1.07-million; New 
Orleans seminary, $500,000; South­
eastern seminary, $580,000; Southern 
seminary, $l-million; Southwestern 
seminary, $400,000; and the Radio and 
Television Commission, $1.4-million.

The $1.55-million second-phase 
operating budget will be distributed on 
the same percentage as the first-phase 
operating budget if the first-phase 
operating and capital needs budgets are 
met. If all three budgets are met, the ex­
cess will be distributed to the Foreign 
Mission Board, 50 percent; Home Mis­
sion Board, 20 percent; seminaries, 15 
percent; and Radio and Television Com­
mission, 15 percent.

The only challenge to the proposed 
budget was an amendment offered by 
Kenneth R. Barnett, pastor from Lake­
wood, Colo. He suggested adding $200,000 
to Golden Gate seminary’s $2,528,946 
allocation by removing $100,000 each 
from Southwestern seminary’s alloca­
tion of more than $7.8-million and 
Southern seminary’s allocation of almost 
$5.8-million.

“Golden Gate is our only seminary out 
West,” Barnett said in explanation. “We 
have a huge obligation out West, and the 
(seminary) funding formula allocation is 
too small.” Golden Gate “started out 
$40,000 in the red last year,” he added, 
noting the cost of living in the San Fran­
cisco area, where Golden Gate is locat­
ed, is much higher than the cost of living 
at the other five seminaries.

“The seminaries did make some ad­
justment this year to allow Golden Gate 
to get more than it has been receiving,” 
noted Charles W. Sullivan, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Lenoir City. The 
seminary funding formula provides the 
basis for allocating funds between the six 
seminaries, based primarily on average 
enrollment.

Barnett’s amendment was defeated, 
but the Executive Committee later ap­
proved a revised seminary funding for­
mula through the 1989-90 budget year, in 
consultation with the six seminary pres­
idents and with the agreement that any 
seminary can a$k for a, review any year.

NASHVILLE (BP)- If the Southern 
Baptist Peace Committee does not come 
up with a “good, strong statement and a 
viable plan” for healing the strife-torn 
14.6-million-member denomination, 
there will be “serious trouble in St. 
Louis,” SBC President Adrian Rogers 
told the SBC Executive Committee.

The Peace Committee will bring a 
final report to the SBC when the conven­
tion meets in annual session June 16-18 in 
St. Louis. The committee has met during 
the past two years to seek solutions to the 
SBC controversy.

“The problem in the Southern Baptist 
Convention is basically a theological pro­
blem,” Rogers told the SBC Executive 
Committee during its February meeting. 
While it has “political overtones,” the 
problem nonetheless is “theological at 
the core,” he explained.

Likewise, the denomination’s unity is 
doctrinal in nature, he said. It is not the 
way the convention works together that 
brings unity, he said. Rather, “we work 
together because of that unity.”

Many Baptists have claimed the SBC 
was organized to “do missions,” Rogers 
said. “That’s true, but why? It’s because 
we have something we believe that we 
want to share. Because we believe, 
therefore we speak.”

Consequently, cooperation is not “the 
basis of our unity,” he insisted. “It is the 
outgrowth of our unity.”

The controversy that has plagued the 
convention in recent years calls South­
ern Baptists to ask the question, “How 
diverse can we be and still stay togeth­
er?’’ Rogers said.

He reminded the group that Southern 
Baptists continually have reaffirmed the 
Baptist Faith and Message statement 
first adopted in 1963. “The Baptist Faith 
and Message statement is basically an 
inerrancy statement,” he said.

Rogers added that the recent state­
ment by the six Southern Baptist sem­
inary presidents winch affirmed that the 
Bible is “not errant in any area of reali­
ty” is additional affirmation that South­
ern Baptists believe in the inerrancy of 
the Bible. That statement, commonly

WELCOME WEEKEND — Angie 
Neskaug (left), resident director of 
Carson-Newman's Sarah Swann Resi­
dent Hall, and Carla Lamb, a C-N stu­
dent, tell guests at a recent Welcome 
Weekend about campus life. The event 
drew 248 people to the Jefferson City 
campus. ....................

called the “Glorieta Statement” because 
it was presented when the Peace Com­
mittee met in Glorieta, N.M., is 
“stronger than the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement,” he said.

While Rogers said he does not believe 
in “forcing the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement or the Glorieta State­
ment on anybody,” Southern Baptists 
have the “right to set parameters for 
those who work for us.”

Setting those parameters is not to be 
interpreted as trying to “force our 
beliefs on anyone,” he said. Rather, 
Southern Baptists ought to be able to ex­
pect those who work for them to stay 
within those parameters, he explained.

Southern Baptists also need to realize 
that the convention is not unified around 
missions, Rogers said, noting, “We are 
unified around Jesus and the Word.”

He added: “I’m convinced the South­
ern Baptist Convention is to the 
evangelical world what America is to the 
free world. If America goes, the free 
world goes.”

While evangelical work does not de­
pend solely upon Southern Baptists, “if 
this great denomination disintegrates. I 
believe there will be a great and tragic 
loss for our generation,” Rogers said.

But Southern Baptists’ problems will 
not be solved until they are “solved 
right,” Rogers said. To be solved right, 
the problems must be dealt with on the 
basis of “integrity, honesty, spirituality, 
and truth.”

RA team plans 
Venezuela trip

Three more persons will be traveling 
to Venezuela this week, bringing the 
total number of volunteers who have par­
ticipated in the Tennessee/Venezuela 
partnership in 1987 to 32, the overall total 5 
to 303 as the partnership enters its sec­
ond year of a three-year program.

Bob Davison, program associate of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Brother­
hood department, and two young men 
will be attending the national Royal Am­
bassador camp in Acarigua.

Joe Vinson, a past state RA president 
and RA camp worker from First Baptist 
Church in Woodbury, and Richard “Chip” 
Hall, an RA and RA camp worker from 
Trenton Street Baptist Church in Har­
riman, will help Davison lead camp 
workshops and other activities.

The team will serve from Feb. 26 to 
March 5.

The partnership, which is coordinated 
through the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, currently needs volun­
teers to lead choral worship workshops 
and to do construction work.

Persons interested in serving should 
contact Clarence Stewart, TBC, P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37027.

Roy Pendergrass leads 
West Hills congregation

Roy Pendergrass recently assumed 
the pastorate of West Hills Baptist 
Church in Jonesborough.

Previous Southern Baptist pastorates 
include Walker’s Fork Baptist Church in 
Kingsport, and Oak Glen Baptist Church 
in Fall Branch.

Pendergrass has also served as pastor 
of several Evangelical Methodist con­
gregations. •* * .
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Guenther predicts victory in Crowder-SBC lawsuit
NASHVILLE (BP) - The attorney who 

has represented the Southern Baptist 
Convention in a lawsuit against the na­
tion’s largest Protestant denomination 
told the body’s Executive Committee 
Feb. 16 he expects final victory in the 
case but expressed regret at what the 
dispute has cost.

James P.. Guenther of the Nashville, 
firm of Guenther and Jordan reported 
developments in the suit brought against 
the SBC by Robert S. and Julia Crowder 
of Birmingham, Ala., and other plain­
tiffs. His report came after the 
Executive Committee heard an impas­
sioned plea for unity from the denomi­
nation’s top foreign missions executive.

Guenther, appearing at the podium im­
mediately following the appeal from SBC 
Foreign Mission Board President R. 
Keith Parks, described his report as a 
“ridiculous irrelevance” in light of 
Parks' appeal for prayer for beleagured 
Southern Baptist missionaries still serv­
ing in strife-torn Lebanon. Parks had 
concluded his report by noting Southern 
Baptists are in danger of losing an 
historic opportunity to extend their 
evangelistic witness to the world by ex­
pending their energies and resources in 
the ongoing battle for control of the 
14.6-million-member denomination.

Alluding to the estimated $200,000 
which defense of the Crowder suit has 
cost the SBC thus far, Guenther reviewed

Disaster training 
set in five areas

Disaster relief training for 1987, led by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Brotherhood department will be held in 
five locations across the state.

The training, which is for all Ten­
nessee Baptists, certifies persons to 
assist in the ministry, which includes 
mobile feeding units that travel to 
disaster sites.

Archie King, Brotherhood department 
director, also announced that Red Cross 
courses will be offered for these workers 
in the future.

Sessions on disaster relief will be held 
on March 28 at First Baptist Church in 
Greeneville. April 11 at Cumberland 
Homestead Baptist Church in Crossville, 
April 25 at Bradley County Baptist Asso­
ciation office in Cleveland, May 2 at Ger­
mantown Baptist Church in Memphis, 
and May 30 at First Baptist Church in 
Dickson.

Lunch will be provided at the sessions.
Persons wishing more information 

may contact the TBC Brotherhood de­
partment, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37027.

Film, video centers 
centralize services

NASHVILLE - Baptist Film and 
Video Centers in Memphis and Louis­
ville, Ky., closed Feb. 1, according to 
John Ross, retail merchandiser in the 
Baptist Book Store chain’s book store 
marketing department.

The closings will centralize services in 
three remaining locations. Circulation of 
the more than 700 film and video titles 
available through Baptist Film and Vi­
deo Centers will continue through cen­
ters in Arlington. Texas; Atlanta, Ga.; 
and Greensboro, N.C.

Tennessee customers may call the At­
lanta center at 1-800-334-2675. 

earlier developments in the case, in­
cluding a decision last year by U.S. 
District Judge Robert Hall of Atlanta 
that his court lacked jurisdiction 
because the dispute centered on church 
polity. Hall’s decision cited the Constitu­
tional doctrine of separation of church 
and state in rejecting the Crowder com­
plaint.

That complaint centered on alleged 
parliamentary irregularies during the 
1985 annual meeting of the convention in 
Dallas. Named as one of the defendants 
was former SBC President Charles F. 
Stanley of Atlanta, who according to the 
lawsuit violated denominational bylaws 
and standard parliamentary procedure 
by refusing to allow a challenge to a slate 
of his nominees.

After losing in district court, the 
Crowders and their co-plaintiffs asked 
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, also in 
Atlanta, to reverse the lower panel and 
vacate its judgment on grounds of moot­
ness. Their attorneys argued that 
becausedhe challenged slate of Stanley 
nominees had completed their assign­
ment, that part of their legal claim was 
no longer relevant to the case.

But Guenther argued against the move 
to vacate - or set aside - the lower find­
ing. Earlier this winter, the 11th Circuit 
Court sided with Guenther, and written 
briefs on the case’s merits were filed by 
both sides. Oral arguments are sched­
uled for March 23.

Guenther told the Executive Commit­
tee that whether Southern Baptists agree 
with Stanley’s parliamentary decisions 
in Dallas or not, “we would all abhor the 
idea of a federal judge serving as par­
liamentarian of the Southern Baptist 
Convention” or the notion that federal 
marshalls be present at annual meetings 
to enforce a judge’s orders.

He also said: "When we began the 
defense of this case, we understood that 
there was more to it than merely win-

Younger joins Union 
in admissions office

JACKSON — Lana Younger or McLe­
moresville has been selected as an ad­
missions counselor at Union University.

Younger will be responsible for re­
cruiting students from the west Ten­
nessee counties of Madison, Chester, 
Hardeman, Hardin, and McNairy, as 
well as north-east Mississippi. Addi­
tional duties will include assisting in the 
preparation of admissions publications, 
coordinating the annual Campus Day ac­
tivities, working with Freshman Priority 
Night events, and other special promo­
tions.

Younger is a 1985 graduate of Union 
with a degree in management/marketing 
and a minor in English/journalism. She 
was actively involved in the Student 
Foundation, a student group that assists 
the admissions office, and also served as 
a part-time admissions counselor in 1986 
working with the same geographical 
areas of her current assignment.

Correction
Joseph Christopher was iden­

tified as pastor of Trinity Baptist 
Church in Bulls Gap in the Feb. 11 
issue. The Baptist and Reflector is 
happy to correctly identify him as 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Bulls Gap.

ning. In the process of winning, we did 
not want to make any misrepresentation 
of fact. We wanted to champion Baptist 
polity. We wanted to minimize in every 
way we could the divisiveness this suit 
represented.”

At stake in the case, he said, is the 
freedom of a church body to conduct its 
own business without interference from 
the state, a right rooted in the free exer-

HMB plans response to letters 
on pastoral support for women

ATLANTA (BP) - The executive com­
mittee of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board has voted to respond to 
letters concerning a new policy that no 
financial support be given in the future to 
a woman serving as pastor of a local 
church.

The motion was presented by Barbara 
Fain of Dunwoody, Ga., who asked that 
the board of directors as a whole respond 
to letters referring to the policy adopted 
by the board in October.

The October action came from an or­
dination study committee that recom­
mended "no change in our relationship 
to ordained women presently serving; 
however, we recommend no financial 
support be given in the future for a 
woman serving as pastor of a local 
church.”

The new policy neither prevents or­
dained women from being appointed as 
missionaries or endorsement of ordained 
women chaplains, nor does it withdraw 
financial support from any woman cur­
rently receiving Home Mission Board 
support.

TBCH honors Stow
CHATTANOOGA - One of the cot- 

tages on the Chattanooga campus of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes 
Inc. has been named the Gerald Stow 
Cottage, in honor of the current ex­
ecutive director of TBCH.

The TBCH trustees voted unanimously 
to name the cottage due to Stow’s 
"outstanding ministry to children in the 
years he has been head of TBCH.” 
according to Bob Segrest, board presi­
dent.

"Those children housed in the Stow 
Cottage would do well to come to know 
the spirit of Dr. Stow and strive for ex­
cellence in all they do for the Lord as 
does he,” said Segrest, pastor of Concord 
Baptist Church. Chattanooga.

Irlene Mandrell joins 
Baptist Hospital event

NASHVILLE - Hundreds of volun- 
teers from all over Nashville, including 
country music entertainer Irlene Man­
drell, will be giving the American Heart 
Association "a hand with their feet” dur­
ing the second annual Dance for Heart 
aerobithon, March 7, at Nashville’s Bap­
tist Health and Fitness Center.

The 10-hour dance-exercise aerobithon 
is co-sponsored by Baptist Hospital, 
WLAC-FM Radio, and Viacom Cable vi­
sion of Nashville. The purpose of the 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. event is to raise funds for 
the American Heart Association’s cardi­
ovascular research and education pro­
grams in middle Tennessee.

Mandrell will be part of the day’s ac­
tivities when she leads her own aerobics 
routine beginning at noon. 

cise clause of the First Amendment.
Noting legal documents attached to the 

case now occupy 12 feet of file space and 
as many as a half-dozen lawyers have 
worked on it at a given time. Guenther 
said he expects the 11th Circuit Court to 
side with the convention. He also ex­
pressed the hope the plaintiffs will not 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court if they 
lose in the Atlanta court.

During the January meeting of the 
board’s executive committee. Fain said 
she and other board members had 
received a number of letters from 
associations, churches, and individuals 
concerning the policy. The board should 
have an overall consistent response to 
such letters, rather than each board 
member writing a personal reply, she 
noted.

The board’s executive committee 
voted to acknowledge letters addressed 
to the trustees with an official response 
expressing appreciation for their writing 
and encouraging continued prayer sup­
port for the Home Mission Board and the 
directors. No response statement, how­
ever, was adopted by the directors, other 
than the brief motion made by Fain.

In other business, the board elected 
three staff members.

Phyllis Thompson of Atlanta, associ­
ate editor of the board’s magazine. Mis- 
sionsUSA, for the past eight years, was 
promoted to editor of that magazine. 
Thompson, a native of North Carolina, 
succeeds Everett Hullum. who resigned 
last August.

Quentin Lockwood of Atlanta, director 
of the rural-urban missions department, 
was promoted to associate director of the 
associational missions division. He will 
assist the division director in training 
and support of the 935 associational di­
rectors of missions.

Gerald F. Hutchinson Jr., church and 
community ministries director of New 
River Baptist Association in Jackson­
ville. N.C.. was elected assistant director 
of the church and community ministries 
department. He will help provide leader­
ship and administrative assistance to 
churches, associations, and state con­
ventions developing church and com­
munity ministries.

The board approved for appointment 
two missionaries, six missionary asso­
ciates. four church planter apprentices, 
and two national consultants.

Also approved were eight for language 
pastoral assistance, 36 for field person­
nel assistance, four student mission pas­
tors, and 26 mission pastors.

Chattanooga pastor, Seanor, 
retires from church pastorate 

Edward Seanor has retired as pastor 
of Chamberlain Memorial Baptist 
Church. He served as pastor of the Chat­
tanooga church for 21 years.

The church honored him on Jan. 25 
with a special service. His retirement 
was effective Jan. 31.

Seanor has been elected by Memorial 
Baptist Church, Hixson, to serve as in­
terim pastor.

Thomas B. Guinn is serving as interim 
pastor of Chamberlain Memorial Baptist 
Church.
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Midwestern seminary, FMB launch missions program
KANSAS CITY, Mo.(BP) - Midwest­

ern Baptist Theological Seminary has 
launched a new program of missions in­
volvement in partnership with the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

Entitled “Professor on Mission,*’ the 
program is designed to facilitate up to 
five Midwestern faculty members each 
year in regular, short-term teaching and 
ministry assignments overseas.

“The objective of the program is to 
meet specific missions needs by directly 
involving seminary faculty members in 
foreign missions and to impact the semi­
nary community with the results of their 
firsthand experiences,’’ said Midwestern 
President Milton Ferguson.

“This is a first,’’ Foreign Mission 
Board President R. Keith Parks said, “in 
bringing together in a formal way a theo­
logical seminary and the Foreign Mis­
sion Board as a link to the mission fields 
of the world, providing a consistent, 
regular, and planned exchange involving 
professors. We see it as a new exciting 
element in theological education around 
the world. We are equally confident that 
Midwestern seminary will never be the 
same.’’

Midwestern will undergird the pro­
gram financially through the V. Lavell 
Seats Fund, an endowment fund named 
in honor of the institution’s first pro­
fessor of missions and dean of students. 
In 1958, Seats came to the Midwestern 
classroom after 17 years on a Nigerian

Bible Puzzle Answers on page 10

ACROSS
1 Prince of Midian 

(Josh.13:21)
4 Movie detective
8 "and the thorns — up” 

(Mark 4)
12 Place (2 Sam. 3:10)
13 American patriot
14 Enthusiastic review
15 “— on my right hand” 

(Heb. 1:13)
16 Napoleon’s isle
17 Made a hole in one
18 “shall---------- ”

(John 6:51)
21 Sailor
22 Chemical suffix
23 Man sent from God 

(John 1)
25 Hadad’s city 

(1 Chron. 1:50)
26 Label
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29 Nigerian city
30 Evildoers hate it

(John 3:20)
32 Vietnamese city
33 Existed
34 Milkfish
35 “and — that fox” 

(Luke 13:32)
36 Roman seven
37 Distress signal
38 Kind of life

(John 5:24)
43 Asian goat
44 Tardy
45 Matterhorn
47 Soft cheese
48 Small amount
49 Maori root pit
50 “— under sin” (Rom. 7)
51 Belonging to us
52 Lamprey
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mission field. The fund was established 
by contributions from Seats and his long­
time friend and area physician, Burnell 
Landers. Naming the fund after Seats 
was a “natural,’’ noted N. Larry Baker, 
Midwestern’s academic dean.

“He is the one person who for three 
decades has kept the mission enterprise, 
dream, and commitment highly visible 
at Midwestern,” Baker said. “He has 
been ‘Mr. Missions’ - so as I look at it, to 
have the fund and have it named after 
him is the natural expression of our com­
mitment.”

“He has personalized the missions call 
and career,” added Ferguson. “In the 
classroom and in his leadership as dean 
of students, he helped students discover 
the sense of God’s leadership for them­
selves.”

The endowment fund will provide 
transportation to and from the field of 
service, with Midwestern’s first profes­
sor participating in the 1987-88 academic 
year. The board will furnish accommo­
dations and transportation on the field, 
and faculty members will provide their 
meals and personal expenses.

All faculty members will be eligible to 
participate in the program as a part of 
their regular teaching duties, with a pre­
ferred maximum of eight weeks. The 
dean of the faculty in consultation with 
Ferguson will select participants. The 
criteria will be the specific field needs 
and requests outlined by the board.

DOWN

1 Altar (Josh. 22:34; poss.)
2 Done away in Christ 

(2 Cor. 3:14)
3 "----and offerings” 

(Mal. 3)
4“be of good—” 

(Acts 27:22)
5 Way or wit
6 White: comb, form
7 Man (1 Chron. 3:22)
8 Place for weeping

(John 11:31)
9 Not to the swift

(Eccl. 9:11)
10 Always
11 Day of the week: abbr.
19 Vehicle
20 Redact
23 “to the — first”

(Rom. 1)
24 Harem room
25 Golfer's group: abbr.
26 “------ of the devil”

(2 Tim. 2:26)
27 Tool (Ex. 21)
28 Babylonian god
30 Den
31 “---------- it”

(John 14:14)
35 King of Hamath

(2 Sam. 8)
36 Troubled
37 Flower parts
38 River in Spain
39 Bride’s accessory
40 Egyptian abode of the 

dead
41 Heavenly body
42 Adhesive
43 Invoice books: abbr.
46 Former British mandate: 

abbr.

O I LOR

B V A

Assignments may vary from colleges 
and seminaries to church development.

“The fact that faculty persons in all 
disciplines are participating is indicative 
of Midwestern’s missions spirit,” Baker 
said. “We don’t believe missions belongs 
to the missions or evangelism professor, 
but it’s something we are all interested 
in and committed to no matter what we 
teach.

“It will make available to the Foreign 
Mission Board some people who are 
highly skilled, experienced, and deeply 
committed,” he added. “They will pro­
vide the Foreign Mission Board some 
very capable volunteers that it would not 
have otherwise.”

M. Vernon Davis, chairman of the 
faculty affairs committee, said, “We 
(the faculty) have been entrusted with a

Senator links compromise 
with church-state conflict

By Kathy Palen
WASHINGTON (BP)- The necessity 

of political compromise contributes to 
conflict in the nation’s church-state rela­
tionships, a U.S. senator told an audience 
at Notre Dame University.

While political leaders recognize prac­
tical compromises must be reached if 
government is to be effective, religious 
leaders find compromise more difficult, 
said Sen. Paul Simon.

Simon, who delivered Notre Dame’s 
annual Lecture on Religion and Public 
Life, recently assumed chairmanship of 
the Senate Subcommittee on the Con­
stitution, which has jurisdiction over 
church-state issues, Constitutional 
amendments, and other Constitutional 
matters.

“Whatever our religious moorings, 
few of us in political life claim any cer­
tainty that we know God’s will on a given 
issue,” Simon said. “In political life, 
compromise - that is not a compromise 
of principle - is not a dirty word and is 
essential to the process.

“The religious leader generally be­
lieves his or her dogmas come from God 
and that makes compromise difficult. 
You cannot compromise what God has 
told you to do or believe.”

But he cautioned, “When the inflex­
ibility of religious dogma is applied to 
political life, then practical compro­
mises that are necessary for progress 
sometimes cannot follow.”

Although saying he thinks leaders of 
the nation’s major religious bodies un­
derstand that concern, Simon mentioned 
other members of the religious com­
munity who “desire to be part of a small 
group holding truth and fighting for it 
against the forces of evil.”

“To be part of a religious elite that has 
a monopoly on the ultimate truths is 
emotionally satisfying, but having been 
so annointed, it becomes dangerous 
when these emotionally charged certain­
ties are applied to political life,” he said.

Pointing to examples in Northern Ire­
land and Lebanon, Simon warned against 
too closely merging political and 
religious leadership, action he said is 
“almost certain to lead to zealotry and 
abuse.” The senator’s desire to avoid 
such results has caused him to be con­
cerned by efforts to amend the U.S. Con­
stitution to provide prayer in public 
schools, he said.

There are functions government can 
perform well, such as building highways 

great gift and an awesome challenge. 
The dimensions of this gift are such that 
none of us sitting here today can ever 
comprehend. It is a moment that will 
enable each of us as faculty members to 
be continually challenged by probing 
questions, ‘How wide is your world?’ 
‘How big is your God?’ ”

Seats said he hopes the program will 
unify a missions mindedness among his 
colleagues which will “uplift Midwest­
ern.”

Challenging the convocation crowd, 
Parks said, “If you are serious about 
reaching the world, you start here, and 
fall into the earth and die, climb up on a 
cross, and be crucified. Then you have 
met the first qualifications, after salva­
tion, for carrying the gospel to the 
world.” 

and providing aid to students, Simon 
said. Promoting religion, however, is not 
one of those functions, he added.

“Let government provide fire protec­
tion for all religious buildings,” he said. 
“Let government provide aid to students 
who go to colleges, both public and pri­
vate and church-related. But once gov­
ernment starts to promote prayer, a 
whole host of knotty questions arise.

“Let prayer be taught in the homes 
and churches and synagogues, and read­
ing, writing, and arithmetic in the 
schools.”

Simon said he does not believe political 
leaders should not apply faith to life, but 
rather that those individuals should be 
cautious in asserting the connection be­
tween faith and a specific political ac­
tion.

He also warned voters against making 
political judgments on the basis of relig­
ious affiliation.

“ ‘By their fruits ye shall know them,’ 
is good, sound Biblical advice,” Simon 
said. “A carefully paraded religious af­
filiation or an unctuous religiosity that 
suddenly emerges before an election is 
not a signal of statesmanship.”

Marion Hayes dies
DUNWOODY, Ga.(BP)- Marion 

Hayes, former president of the Baptist 
General Association of New England and 
Southern Baptist home missionary for 19 
years, died Feb. 21 of a heart attack.

Hayes, a church starter on the staff of 
Dunwoody Baptist Church since 1980, 
previously had been pastor of the Provi­
dence Baptist Church, Providence, R.I., 
for 13 years. The church was located only 
a few miles from the site of the founding 
of the first Baptist church in America by 
Roger Williams in 1639.

During the last six years, Hayes had 
been instrumental in starting three new 
missions in fast-growing Atlanta suburbs 
sponsored by Dunwoody Baptist Church 
as a church extension missionary of the 
Home Mission Board.

Before missionary appointment in 
1968, Hayes was minister of education 
for the First Baptist churches of Talla­
hassee, Fla.; Nashville; and Shawnee, 
Okla.

He was a charter member of the Stew­
ardship Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and was its secre­
tary for two years.
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Decline in gifts to hunger 
fails to discourage experts

FMB funds hunger projects 
in 41 nations during 1986

By David Wilkinson
NASHVILLE (BP)- Southern Bap­

tists in 1986 contributed more than 
$9-million to their denomination’s pro­
gram of world hunger relief, according 
to figures released in February by the 
Home and Foreign Mission boards.

Although total hunger receipts last 
year were 23 percent less than the record 
$U.8-million given in 1985, hunger ex­
perts at the two mission boards and the 
SBC Christian Life Commission were 
upbeat about the ongoing responsiveness 
of Southern Baptists to critical hunger 
needs

The 1986 total of $9,089,279 is still the 
second largest amount ever given and 
represents nearly a $2-million increase 
over the amount given in 1984. Figures 
do not reflect receipts for “general 
relief” at the Foreign Mission Board or 
monies given for hunger that were util­
ized in local churches, associations, and 
state conventions.

“I think the overall picture for 
Southern Baptist hunger relief is en­
couraging.” said Robert Parham, direc­
tor of hunger concerns for the Christian 
Life Commission which coordinates edu­
cation and action on hunger issues 
among Southern Baptists. “The broaden­
ing base of support for hunger relief dur­
ing the last decade is a sign of growing 
confidence in the hunger programs of 
our mission boards.”

For 1986, the Foreign Mission Board 
reported receipts of $7,790,128 for 
overseas hunger relief, compared with 
$10,625,897 in 1985. More than a third of 
the receipts came during the last two 
months of the year after the denomina­
tion’s observance of World Hunger Day 
in October. Receipts for November 
topped $l.l-million - a record for that 
month.

While FMB receipts declined in 1986, 
gifts to domestic hunger relief through 
the Home Mission Board climbed slight­
ly. Total receipts in 1986 were $1,299,151, 
compared with $1,204,249 in 1985.

LAYMAN AT NOBTS — John Wallace of 
Morristown recently delivered the 
Tharp Lectures at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. The lectures are 
delivered each year by a layman on 
“The Preacher from the Layman's 
Viewpoint." Wallace is president of 
King-Wallace Inc. and Sevan Wheels Inc.

Paul Adkins, director of the Home Mis­
sion Board’s missions ministries divi­
sion, credited the increase to ongoing 
emphases on domestic hunger needs by 
the Home Mission Board, Christian Life 
Commission, Woman’s Missionary Union, 
and Brotherhood Commission. Also, he 
said, the farm crisis and the plight of the 
homeless have been highly publicized by 
the media in the past year, in contrast to 
decreasing media coverage of overseas 
hunger.

“All of this has communicated to 
Southern Baptists that there are great 
needs here in the United States,” Adkins 
said. “We are grateful for the nearly 
$1.3-million in contributions, but we 
could have used that much last year in 
any one of our major cities.”

At the Foreign Mission Board, John 
Cheyne, senior consultant for human 
needs ministries, said he was not sur­
prised by the drop in giving after last 
year’s record response. The “positive 
side,” said, is that the 1986 figures repre­
sent “a healthy increase” over 1984 
despite economic hardship in many 
Southern states and waning interest in 
overseas hunger by U.S. news media.

Cheyne also underscored the need for 
continued support of hunger relief, 
reiterating his view that a “hunger 
holocaust” remains a “frightening 
possibility.” He said this is especially 
true for beleaguered Africa, due to fac­
tors such as misuse of land, increasing 
population, drought, war, and interna­
tional debt.

Another worldwide trend, Cheyne said, 
is the increasing flight of poor and 
displaced persons to crowded urban 
centers. He pointed out that Latin 
America alone already has more than 
40-million street children, “and I know of 
no single program that has an effective 
strategy to address this overwhelming 
need.”

Californio Baptist board 
votes Holiday Inn boycott

FRESNO, Calif. (BP) - The Execu­
tive Board of the Southern Baptist 
General Convention of California has ap­
proved a boycott of the Holiday Inn 
chain, following the lead of the National 
Federation for Decency, an anti-pornog­
raphy organization.

The boycott was approved at the 
February meeting of the state Executive 
Board after the group’s denominational 
relations committee recommended boy­
cotting the chain “until such time as 
Holiday Corporation (the chain’s parent 
company) discontinues its policy of pro­
moting pornography by offering porno­
graphic movies.”

Drew Allen, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Santa Clara, Calif., who 
brought the action to the floor of the 
board meeting, said the action was 
prompted by a call for a nationwide 
boycott from the NFD, a Mississippi­
based organization which says it is 
devoted to “the Biblical ethic of decency 
in American society with primary em­
phasis on TV and other media.”

The action presumably prohibits any 
SBGCC-sponsored or convention-related 
activity from using Holiday Inn as a 
lodging or meeting place.

It is believed the California action is

By Marty Croll
RICHMOND, Va.(BP)- Southern 

Baptists last year continued to feed 
starving Ethiopians and helped remote 
Peruvians irrigate parched fields.

World hunger offerings of nearly 
$8-million, given through the denomina­
tion’s Foreign Mission Board, subsidized 
other projects too. In all, 176 immediate 
and long-term relief projects helped peo­
ple in 41 nations. During the year, the 
board spent about $8.8-million to help 
meet human needs overseas.

And unlike those who administer such 
programs through secular agencies, 
Southern Baptist missionaries offered 
relief as they taught nationals that 
physical substance is only one part of the 
abundant life Jesus Christ offers.

Giving last year showed a 28 percent 
drop from a record in 1985, when TV 
news interrupted America’s dinner hour 
with pictures of starving Ethiopian chil­
dren.

But it continued a healthy uphill climb 
over the years before. The year-end total 
surpassed the $7.5-million forecast mid­
year, when relief agencies worldwide 
began to feel the pinch of “donor 
fatigue” as interest in Ethiopia waned.

The relief figure reflects a record 
month for November offerings of about 
$l.l-million, as well as $400,000 chan­
neled from the Baptist World Alliance.

The alliance’s money came earmarked 
to underwrite relief efforts in Ethiopia, 
where Southern Baptists operate five 
feeding stations and clinics. The number 
of Ethiopians participating in the pro­
gram stands at about 110,000 as com­
pared with 150,000 at the peak of the 
crisis.

Since 1983 Southern Baptists have 
spent about $5.3-million in Ethiopia. Mis­
sionaries’ most recent action has been to 
design and present to the Ethiopian gov­
ernment a five-year development plan to 
help solve underlying causes of famine.

the first time a Southern Baptist Conven­
tion-related organization has joined the 
NFD-sponsored boycott of the chain, 
which is the nation’s largest motel chain, 
with 1,400 inns.

Mark Wyatt, director of public rela­
tions for the SBGCC said Holiday Inns 
and the Holiday Corp, will be notified of 
the action through letters from Dan 
Coker, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Seaside, Calif., chairman of 
the Executive Board, and C. B. Hogue, 
executive director of the convention.

John Onoda, director of external com­
munications for the Holiday Corp, in 
Memphis, said: “We do not show por­
nography. We have never shown X-rated 
films.”

He added Holiday Inns operate Hi-Net 
Communications network in joint part­
nership with COMSAT Corp., which 
provides satellite television as well as 
“pay-per-view” movies.

“We show only G, PG, PG-13, and R 
rated movies. At one time, we were 
showing foreign movies, which had been 
edited to conform to R-rated standard. R 
has always been our ceiling,” he said, 
adding the service is available to guests 
“who must make a conscious decision to 
turn it on.”

In Peru, Southern Baptist missionaries 
and volunteers supported by world 
hunger gifts designed aqueducts to fun­
nel water from mountain springs to 
lowland farms. Peruvians who benefited 
helped throughout the projects.

Since missionaries personally ad­
minister aid to the people for whom it is 
intended, the approach of Southern Bap­
tists’ program appeals to people who 
care about the whole person, says John 
Cheyne, the board’s senior consultant in 
human needs.

Relief is not a means to preach the 
gospel but actually a part of the gospel, 
because involvement in people’s lives re­
quires attending to their physical as well 
as spiritual needs, he explains: “I think 
you simply cannot divorce evangelism 
from human needs. If evangelism is to be 
authentic and effective, it must be peo­
ple-centered. And if it is people-cen­
tered. then it must be concerned about 
the whole person - spirit and body.”

Because of this, Cheyne believes a part 
of the future in evangelizing the world 
will be tied to meeting human needs. For 
instance. Southern Baptists last year 
spent about $250,000 in Indochina, where 
Southern Baptist missionaries are not 
permitted to live.

“There are countries we will never be 
allowed to go into as evangelists, with 
that nomenclature. But these countries 
might get excited about welcoming us in 
if they can see our concern is for people 
and that we have the qualifications to 
help them.” he says. “The only way to 
get into these countries might be because 
as Christians we just happen to be com­
passionate people. And as Christ’s com­
passion drives us, He will become real to 
these people.”

Kendall to write 
lesson comments

W. Fred Kendall II, rice-president of 
religious affairs at Belmont College, 
Nashville, will write the Uniform Series 
Sunday School les­
son commentary for 
the Baptist and 
Reflector, beginning 
in this issue.

Kendall has held 
his present post at 
Belmont since June 
1, 1983. Before that 
he was pastor of 
First Baptist Church.
Union City, for Kendall 
about 18 years. Earlier, he was pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Bolivar, for seven 
years.

Active in Baptist life. Kendall has 
served as president of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and as chairman of 
the board of directors for Baptist Me­
morial Health Care Systems Inc.. Mem­
phis, and the trustees of Union University. 
Jackson.

He also has served as a member of the 
TBC Executive Board; as a board mem­
ber of the Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes Inc.; as a trustee of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Mill 
Valley, Calif.; and as a member of the 
Committee on Boards for the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Born in Kentucky, Kendall is a grad­
uate of Union University. Jackson, and 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminar)', 
Louisville, Ky.
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Final SBC statistics show small gains during 1986
By Jim Lowry

NASHVILLE (BP)- Southern Bap­
tists inched forward in 1986 but small 
gains coupled with losses in three major 
programs indicate a stagnant year for 
the denomination.

Bright spots are baptisms, and gains in 
church music and Woman’s Missionary 
Union.

Hargrave academy 
elects Colegrove

CHATHAM, Va.(BP) - Michael B. 
Colegrove has been elected president of 
Hargrave Military Academy, effective 
July 1.

Colegrove, dean of educational ser­
vices and registrar at Cumberland Col­
lege in Williamsburg, Ky., succeeds 
Vernon T. Lankford, who is retiring 
following 17 years as president of the 
academy, which is affiliated with the 
Baptist General Association of Virginia.

A native of West Virginia, Colegrove is 
a graduate of Cumberland College, 
Eastern Kentucky University in Rich­
mond, Ky and George Peabody College 
in Nashville

Baptist and Reflector
60 DAYS FI^EE TI^IIAIL

1. Under this plan, a FREE subscription 
to the Baptist and Reflector will be sent to 
the home of each resident family in your 
church for 60 days.

2. During that time your church is re­
quested to vote in business meeting 
whether or not to continue the Baptist and 
Reflector's Every Family Plan.

INTERESTED?

These statistics are a final reporting of 
information gathered from 1986 Uniform 
Church Letters from more than 37,000 
churches. Projections were released in 
December based on the first 26,000 let­
ters received in the research services 
department at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. The final report revealed no ma­
jor changes from the projections.

The gain in baptisms of 3.4 percent, or 
12,053, comes on the heels of losses for 
four consecutive years. The total num­
ber of baptisms in 1986 was 363,124. Pro­
jected statistics indicated a gain of 3.8 
percent.

The number of churches in the South­
ern Baptist Convention, which was not 
included in projections, topped 37,000 for 
the first time. The increase of 137 
churches, or 0.4 percent, brings the total 
to 37,116, for the 57th consecutive gain in 
number of SBC churches. This year’s 
total reflects the dropping of 40 churches 
in Canada which became part of a sepa­
rate convention.

The 1986 statistical report shows there 
are now 14,618,567 persons who are mem­
bers of Southern Baptist churches. This 
is an increase of 0.9 percent, or 132,164, 
over 1985. This increase confirms the 

3. If your church decides to continue the 
subscriptions, Baptist and Reflector will bill 
the church on a monthly, quarterly, .or 
yearly basis — whichever the church 
prefers.

4. Unless our office is notified to stop the 
Baptist and Reflector subscriptions at the 
end of the trial period, your church will be 
billed at the end of the next month.

projection of the 60th consecutive gain in 
membership.

Sunday School, the denomination’s 
largest program, experienced a de­
crease this year of 0.2 percent, or 16,823, 
to a new total of 7,943,973. This loss 
follows a gain of more than 100,000.last 
year and increases for six consecutive 
years. The program was projected to 
lose 0.1 percent.

The next largest program, church 
training, decreased in enrollment in 1986 
by 0.7 percent, or 14,693, to a new total of 
1,954,345. This is the third consecutive 
loss for the training program, which has 
had an increase of 12.2 percent over the 
past seven years. The enrollment in 
church training had been projected to 
decline by 0.2 percent.

Enrollment in church music recorded 
its 21st consecutive gain, with an in­
crease of 2.8 percent, or 46,354, to a new 
total of 1,724,092. The projected increase 
was 2.9 percent.

Enrollment in Woman’s Missionary 
Union increased by 1.3 percent, or 14,673. 
to a new total of 1,179,913. This increase 
follows two consecutive losses for the 
program. WMU was projected to gain 1.8 
percent.

Brotherhood enrollment showed a loss 

in 1986 of 0.8 percent, or 4,536, to a new 
total of 569,204. This year’s decrease is 
the first for Brotherhood following seven 
consecutive increases. The actual loss is 
the same as the December projection.

Mission expenditures for the Southern 
Baptist Convention increased by 4.0 per­
cent, or $24.7-million to a new total of 
$635,377,346. The increase for mission ex­
penditures is smaller than for the past 
several years, when gains have been be­
tween 7 and 10 percent. The projected in­
crease was 4.1 percent.

As projected, total receipts increased 
by 6.0 percent, or more than $231.5-mil- 
lion, as the denomination surpassed 
$4-billion for the first time. Total 
receipts, which reached $4,117,574,240, 
have not decreased since the early 1930s.

HEAVY MAIL — Lori Scott (foreground), 
reservation clerk at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
Baptist Conference Center, and Joyce 
Ledford, reservation clerk supervisor, 
process about 21,000 summer reserva­
tion requests which were postmarked 
Feb. 1 and 2, the first days requests 
were accepted for 1987.

Glenn Rogers assumes 
Colonial Heights post

Glenn Rogers assumed his position as 
pastor of Colonial Heights Baptist 
Church in Kingsport, on Feb. 4.

He comes to Tennessee from Talla­
hassee, Fla., where he has been pastor of 
University Heights Baptist Church for 
the past five years. He formerly served 
in City View Baptist Church and Belle­
vue Baptist Church, both in Memphis.

Ronald Hicks retired as pastor of the 
Kingsport church last March after serv­
ing as pastor for 29 years.
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SBTS executive committee affirms Glorieta Statement
By David Wilkinson

LOUISVILLE, Ky.(BP) - The trustee 
executive committee at Southern Baptist 
Theological Semina^ has unanimously 
embraced the Glorieta Statement and

Personal 
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive
Secretary-Treasurer

The fourth chapter of Exodus relates 
how God called Moses to leave the wil­
derness and return to Egypt to lead the 
Israelites out of bondage and into the 
promised land.

God told Moses to cast his rod upon the 
ground. When he did. it became a ser­
pent and he fled from it. The truth struck 
me that we can still create serpents from 
which we need to flee.

It is dangerous to be empowered with 
leadership ability and to throw that abili­
ty upon the ground. The rod is the token 
of a shepherd’s office, the symbol of a 
leader’s power. The shepherd guided his 
flock by it, restrained the sheep by it, 
defended them with it, and leaned upon it 
when he was tired.

I believe God was revealing to Moses 
the inconsistency of his refusal to leave 
the desert and the sheep and to return to 
Egypt to lead God’s people. God seemed 
to say to Moses: “You tell Me that you 
cannot lead My people out of bondage, 
and at the same time, you confess to Me 
that you hold within your hand a rod 
which stands for leadership, restraint, 
defense, and support. You have been 
leading sheep: My people are sheep and 
I have chosen you with your gifts of 
leadership to lead My people. You have 
wasted it - you have thrown it on the 
ground.”

The rod’s usefulness was at an end. It 
became poisonous and dangerous - so 
dangerous that Moses fled from it.

It is still tragic to see anyone throw 
God’s unique gifts, whether it is the gift 
of leadership or other gifts, upon the 
ground and eventually have to flee from 
it.

The rod can be picked up. Moses picked 
up the rod and it became useful again.

Elijah threw the rod upon the ground 
and prayed to die, but God called him to 
pick it up and he used it to anoint two 
kings and found Elisha to succeed him as 
a prophet.

Jonah threw the rod on the ground but 
God told him to pick up and go tell the 
wicked city of Nineveh to respond.

Peter cast his rod on the ground, went 
out, and wept bitterly, but Jesus told him 
to pick it up and when he did, God used 
him to turn thousands to Him.

It just could be that the rod of God may 
lie idly at your feet or mine. If it is, we 
can pick it up and use it for the Lord.

Thai Baptist women meet
CHIANG MAI, Thailand - Six lan- 

guages were spoken when Thai Baptist 
women met for their first national Bap­
tist Women’s Union camp for Bible 
study, inspiration, business, and fellow­
ship.

The women adopted a Constitution for 
their group and planned ways to increase 
their witness in churches throughout 
Thailand.
rrrrrr.\ W’/**/« V»V»V*V»V«T«*»V» t* 

commended President Roy L. Honeycutt 
for steps taken to implement the state­
ment.

Acting on a recommendation from 
board officers, the 19 executive commit­
tee members commended the denomina­
tion’s six seminary presidents “for having 
initiated creative proposals designed to 
further the cause of reconciliation within 
the Southern Baptist Convention.”

The Glorieta Statement was announced 
last October by the presidents of the six 
seminaries at a prayer retreat at the 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Conference 
Center attended by SBC agency execu­
tives and members of the convention’s 
Peace Committee.

In the statement, the presidents com­
mitted themselves “to the resolution of 
problems which beset our beloved de­
nomination” and expressed eagerness 
“to be partners in the peace process.”

The Glorieta Statement, which later 
was “affirmed” by the Peace Commit­
tee, set forth seven specific “com­

Weatherford explores history 
of women's role through WMU

BIRMINGHAM. Ala.(BP) - When the 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union was organized in 1888, little did 
those founders know they would be the 
influence behind what is now one of the 
world's largest evangelical organiza­
tions for women.

Their prayer was simply for God to 
call women — however He could use 
them. The issue of ordination never 
crossed their minds, the current leader 
of that organization insisted.

“Back then, ordination was not an 
issue,” said Carolyn Weatherford, WMU 
national executive director. She recently 
spoke and answered questions at the 
State Student Directors Association an­
nual meeting at the WrMU office in Birm­
ingham, Ala.

As times changed, women were allowed 
more “say” in the denomination, 
Weatherford said, noting, they won that 
privilege after they organized and 
demonstrated they would stand on the 
side of missions, no matter what.

For so long, women had been “invisi­
ble” - remaining silent in churches, she 
reported. Women could not even attend 
the Southern Baptist Convention until the 
word “breathren” was changed to “mes­
sengers” in the SBC bylaws in 1918.

“The iron in our spine has given us 
cause to act,” Weatherford asserted. 
The now “uninvisible” women have 
more opportunities to be leaders, but are 
often criticized when they speak out, she 
added. “If we discuss women in minis­
try, we’re branded to say we should or­
dain women preachers and are called 
‘flaming liberals’ if we speak up for 
ourselves,” she said.

But men and women are gifted by the 
same Holy Spirit and should not be con­
cerned with which leader said what, she 
said, insisting, “Why quibble over 
titles?”

Weatherford recalled that when she 
was called to missions, ordination “was 
not even thought of for women, and I am 
glad.”

But more recently, when her church 
asked her to be a deacon, she said she 
really felt God leading her in that direc­
tion, “but decided against it because I 
knew it would be my next battle at the 
SBC.” 

mitments” related to fairness and 
balance in teaching and selection of 
faculty, compliance by faculty members 
to the seminaries’ confessional state­
ments, and continued emphasis on 
spiritual growth, evangelism, and mis­
sions on the seminary campuses. It also 
announced a series of three national con­
ferences on Biblical inerrancy to be held 
in the next three years.

Southern seminary’s executive com­
mittee affirmed the commitments “as 
appropriate guidelines for the continuing 
and effective ministry” of the seminary 
and commended “the fidelity with which 
those commitments are being imple­
mented” by the seminary administra­
tion and faculty.

The trustee affirmation came after 
Honeycutt outlined some of the steps 
taken by administration and faculty. 
They included:
-“Maximum support” of the Confer­

ence on Biblical Inerrancy to be held 
May 4-7 at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist

What is more important to her, she 
said, is to demonstrate that women today 
are knowledgeable, action-oriented, and 
well-informed of missions needs. “South­
ern Baptist missions efforts have strength­
ened because of women’s work,” she 
said.

^4^5'22/^ Tennessee/Venezuela 
U ' Prayer Net Partnership

—Two church/home workers in Caracas are celebrating birthdays. Debi 
Rogers is having a birthday on Feb. 26 and Kathy Cashion will celebrate 
hers on Feb. 27.

—On March 1, Sammye Crawford, a librarian in Los Toques, will have a 
birthday.

—A three-member team is leaving Feb. 26 to attend the national Royal 
Ambassador camp In Acarlgua.

—Pray for those who volunteer their time and abilities to lead the Bible 
Institutes that train Venezuelan church leaders.

TRAINING CONFERENCE — Bob Davison (left), program associate, and Archie King 
(center), director of the Tennessee Baptist Brotherhood department, receive a cer­
tificate from Brotherhood Commission President James Smith, acknowledging 
their participation in the first national Brotherhood training conference using all 
new Brotherhood materials which will be used by churches this fall.

Conference Center. Honeycutt has been 
involved in planning the meeting, and 
several Southern seminary faculty mem­
bers will be program participants.

—“Continual and thorough review” to 
assure that faculty teach and write in ac­
cordance to the seminary’s “Abstract of 
Principles.”

-Plans for guest lectureships through 
1990 based on “support for a balance of 
theological perspectives.”

-Enlistment of conservative evangel­
ical scholars such as David S. Dockery of 
Criswell Center for Biblical Studies in 
Dallas, and Millard Erickson of Bethel 
College in St. Paul, Minn., as visiting 
professors. Additional invitations are in 
process.

-“Careful review” of student evalua­
tions of professors to ensure that all in­
struction is respectful of varying 
theological viewpoints. Willis Bennett, 
dean of the school of theology, noted that 
more than 500 individual comments were 
included by students on evaluation forms 
last year and that he had “discussed with 
each professor those few comments 
which were critical.”

After commending the progress made 
to date, trustees also requested the 
seminary administration to develop and 
report to the board additional “action 
plans” for further implementation of the 
Glorieta Statement’s commitments.

The trustees’ action came less than 
two weeks before the convention’s Peace 
Committee makes its progress report to 
the SBC Executive Committtee in Nash­
ville.
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NATIONAL DIRECTOR — Harry Piland, Sunday School department director for the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, addresses the beginning session of the Feb. 12-14 
Associational Sunday School Improvement Support Teams (ASSISTeams) Training 
Institute, the first held in Tennessee. About 200 were trained at the institute held 
at Crievewood Baptist Church in Nashville.

Historian warns of 'comebacks'

INSPIRATIONAL TRAVEL 1987
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of independent society methods
SHAWNEE, Okla.(BP)- Denomina­

tional support for missions endeavors is 
more effective than an independent ap­
proach, and Southern Baptist churches 
should continue to cooperate in their mis­
sions efforts, a Southern Baptist church 
historian claimed.

Although Southern Baptist missions 
traditionally have been backed by local 
churches working through their conven­
tion, an “independent society’’ method 
is making a comeback, said Leon 
McBeth, chairman of the church history 
department at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, who delivered the 14th Hobbs 
Lecture at Oklahoma Baptist University 
in Shawnee.

Baptists dating back to the 17th cen­
tury have formed independent societies 
to raise money and send missionaries, 
McBeth said. These societies operate 
outside the church, channeling their 
energies toward a single cause.

McBeth cited the recently formed 
Genesis Commission as one of several 
examples of the independent society 
method of missions. He also told Baptist 
Press the new Southern Baptist Alliance, 
which was announced after his Okla­
homa lecture, fits the society pattern as 
well.

BROCHURE^ BAPTISTRIES^
HEATERS. PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT
J/TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO 

^3511 HIXSONPIKE *CHATTANOOGA. TN37415j 

“The society method fragments rather 
than unifies Baptist work,” he said. “The 
Baptist left hand does not know what the 
right hand is doing. The right hand may 
be doing the same thing as the left hand, 
or it may be doing nothing at all, thus 
leaving gaps in Baptists’ overall minis­
try.”

One of the greatest weaknesses of the 
society method is that it does not foster 
denominational identity and loyalty, he 
said. Its adherents are cause-centered, 
but not church-centered.

“History confirms that cooperative 
churches have raised more money, sent 
more missionaries, established more 
churches, and won more converts by far 
than all the societies that have ever ex­
isted. I, for one, hope that we will not suc­
cumb to the lure of the society method,” 
he said.

Thais start 34th church
HA ADY AI, Thailand - People over­

flowed the rented quarters of the newest 
Baptist church in Thailand at its opening 
service recently.

Naa Muang Baptist Church represents 
the 34th to be organized in Thailand since 
Southern Baptist missionaries began 
working there 37 years ago.

CHURCH FURNITURE
Pews. Pulpits, Altars, Communion Tables 

Free Brochures - Free Estimates 
Write R.G. Ketron Church Furniture

or 3401 Montiake Dr.
Call Knoxville, TN 37920

Phone (615)577-8716

Belmont College The Belmont Reasons
Welcome You to Nashville

for the

Youth Evangelism Conference

The Belmont Reasons

• Hear the Reasons perform
in the Friday evening session

• Visit your Middle Tennessee Baptist College

• Enjoy a Spaghetti Supper with us 
hourly 6:00-9:00 p.m., $3.50 per person

• For Supper reservations (group or individual)
call (615) 385-6785 by February 27.
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HOPE DEFERRED
‘'Hope deferred maketh the heart 

sick." (Proverbs 13:12)
Disappointments are difficult for all of 

us, especially for children. Some of the 
children we help have faced one disap­
pointment after another. They are dis­
couraged and if someone did not really 
love and care for 
them they would be 
totally defeated. But 
God helps us to in­
still hope in their 
lives.

The hope found in 
God's word may be 
better understooc 
as confidence. Ou* 
greatest task with 
our children is to Gerald Stow 
restore confidence (hope) in God, in 
others and in themselves. How sad it 
would be to say to these wonderful 
children, “Sorry, we cannot help you.”

But that is what we are having to say 
in effect by the limitations of resources. 
We have a desperate need to increase 
our help to deeply troubled teen-agers 
across our state. We are financially 
limited to do so at the present. We could 
expand our Jennings ministry at our 
West Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home 
in Memphis if we only had the finances. I 
wonder sometimes if some of our chil­
dren and teen-agers look at our church­
es and our institution and say, 'Do they 
really care about me?” I know that we 
do and I know we cannot do everything. 
But I see so many of our youth that could 
be helped by our institution if our fine 
staff only had the privilege of working 
with them.

Hope deferred does make for discour­
agement. I know you will help us in 
these days by praying for God to raise 
up through you and others like you the 
resources to meet the challenge of this 
hour.

Remembering, “Which hope we have 
as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that 
within the veil” (Hebrews 6:19), let us 
give hope to the abandoned, abused, 
neglected, orphaned and dependent 
across our state.

Young at Heart
The Keenagers of First Baptist Church, 

Lenoir City, stay young at heart by bring­
ing spending money to the children at 
the Chattanooga campus each year. 
They will never forget the joy in the 
faces of the children, and will feel a 
sense of fulfillment in the part they have 
irUbis. min Isley, to children.........

Snowfall, Snow Sledding, and School is Closed
On a cold winter morning the Chat­

tanooga campus was almost without 
sound, as if a blanket of silence had 
covered the area. It was also unusually 
light for the early hour. The adults were 
wondering what had happened outside 
as they slipped from underneath the 
warm covers to peek out a window. Dur­
ing the night God had covered the 
ground with five inches of pure white 
snow. No mud holes, ditches, or scarred 
places in the grass could be seen since 
the snow had transformed the campus 
into smooth, beautiful rolling hills, as if 
God had covered it all with a gleaming 
white sheet. The trees had bowed their 
heads in acknowledgment that God had 
decorated them with a special adorn­
ment as the limbs peeked out from 
underneath the glistening covering.

It was not long before children were 
dancing up and down the halls with 
gleeful excitement because the radio 
brought the welcomed news that school 
was closed. Now there would be time 
for snowballs, sledding, building snow­
men and all the games that go with such

THE JOY OF VICTORY
Pictured is the winning team,in the in­

tramural volleyball league of the Mem­
phis campus. These are the Green 
Giants, composed of children and staff, 
with house parent, Ron Reynolds, as 
captain.

Sports is more than a fun activity. It is 
a team effort which helps build charac­
ter and consistency. Playing together 
leads to working together, getting along 
together, and accomplishing more to­
gether.

Every child on campus is considered a 
winner. Each has an ability, a talent, a 
place in which to excel. After all, in 
Christ, we are all on the winning team. 

a memorable day. It was the kind of 
snow one likes; it came quickly, was dry 
and beautiful, and soon disappeared.

The snow was much like the love of 
God. It brought much beauty and joy to 
God's creation. Children of TBCH come 
into our care with deep scars from the 
neglect, rejection and abuse they have 
suffered at the hands of adults. God's 
love generously bestowed upon them 
brings healing and beauty to their lives.

A small child was admitted who could 
not talk plainly, run, play normally with 
other children, or do well in school 
because he was not fed, dressed, or 
cared for in his home. The mother aban­
doned this child after her abuse led to 
several broken bones.

This child was treated with generous 
portions of God's love by staff members. 
He became the life of the campus, the 
number one student in his class, and 
most important of all, he came to know 
Christ os his Saviour. Through the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ, sins become 
"white as snow.”

"Thanks be to God who gives us the vic­
tory.”

A New Resident
Recently the Franklin campus was 

given a red roan horse by Jack Hardin of 
Knoxville. The horse's name is “Q" 
because of the markings on his face 
which resemble a question mark and he 
stands 15 and one-half hands high. "Q” 
joins the 27 cows, bull, and pet billy goat 
named Gabriel on campus.

The boys and girls of the Franklin cam­
pus want to thank Mr. Hardin and ex­
tend a warm greeting and welcome to 
the newest resident of the campus. "Q” 
should find good company among the 
other animals on campus.

How Lonely Can You Get?
Recently at the Memphis campus, the 

regional director was called by a house 
parent in the night to assist them with a 
disturbed teen-age girl. She had been in 
the home two weeks. She had a long 
history of neglect, abuse, truancy, run­
ning away, and temporary placements. 
She was part of a throw-a-way genera­
tion. An eruption was inevitable.

Sensing the deep lingering hurt, the 
house parents realized how hard it must 
be to adjust to a new place and new peo­
ple. With tears falling down her face, 
she sobbed, “I’ve been homesick for 
three years. It's not getting any better.”

TBCH is grateful for the privilege and 
opportunity in Christ to minister to 
homeless and hurting young people. 
Your love, prayers, gifts, and ministry 
support are all greatly needed and 
deeply appreciated. Jesus said, "In­
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of these ... , ye have done it 
unto me."

More Tender Love and Care
A teen-age brother and sister who 

spent six months on a TBCH campus re­
cently returned after several months at 
home because their mother faced more 
family problems.

These teen-agers are finding a warm 
bed at night. Their breakfast is ready 
every morning before they do chores. 
They are attending school regularly. 
When they return home, they enjoy a 
time of recreation. During study time 
tutors are available to help them.

Caring house parents prepare a satis­
fying evening meal, schedule trips to 
doctors and dentists when necessary, 
and offer guidance and advice. This 
brother and sister are also learning 
about God through devotions and church 
activities.

More tender love and care was re­
quested, and it is being received from 
Tennessee Baptists.

WANTED IMMEDIATELY
for the Chattanooga campus

HOUSE PARENTS — mature, strong 
Christian couple to provide daily 
care for 8 children in a live-in ar­
rangement
FOSTER PARENTS — mature, strong 
Christian couple to provide care for 
a child or children in their home 
HOST FAMILIES — strong Christian 
families who would like to host a 
child in their home for a weekend 
or holiday
CONTACT — Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home, Burl McMillan, 
Regional Director, 6623 Lee 
Highway, Chattanooga, TN 37421; 
615-892-2722 or b900-624-959.1
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES!
Lesson for March 1

The Lord's prayer
By Danny Bush, associate minister 
First Baptist Church, Oak Ridge

Basic Passage: John 17:1-26
Focal Passages: John 17:1-5, 14-21, 24-26
One of the finest comprehensive com­

mentaries on the Gospel of John is by 
Raymond E. Broun. His outline of the 
17th chapter is an excellent aid for study:

A. Jesus, having completed His 
work, prays for glory (w.1-8) 
1. Jesus asks for glory (vv.1-5) 
2. Jesus' work of revelation 
among the disciples (w.6-8)

B. Jesus prays for those whom the 
Father has given Him (vv.9-19) 
1. The disciples and the world 
(vv.9-16)
2. The consecration of the 
disciples and of Jesus (vv. 17-19)

C. Jesus prays for those who believe 
through the disciples’ word 
(vv.20-26)
1. The oneness of those who 
believe in Jesus (vv.20-23) 
2. Jesus’ wish that the believers 
be with Him (vv.24-26)

The significance of the word “glory” 
as used by our Lord in this passage is an 
emphasis on Who 
and What God is in 
His activity, crea­
tivity, providence, 
redemptiveness, and 
in His nature and 
history.

Everything about 
Jesus reflected God. 
We might ask our­
selves what about us
reflects God? Grant- Bush
ed, we shall never be able to reflect God 
as does the Son, but, certainly there 
needs to be an ongoing attempt to in-

SBC '87
ST. LOUIS ROOMS 
(8-14 miles) /

TWI
V/ The Mall
lohnson City, TN 37601
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s,ree'--------------------------------------------------- - ---------- for $
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crease in godliness.
Many Bible commentators refer to 

verses 1-8 as Jesus’ “High-Priestly 
Prayer.” From the beginning of His in­
carnated ministry, it is evident that the 
relationship between the Father and Son 
is more than close, it is inseparable. The 
Son never did anything unless it was part 
of the divine plan.

A question contemporary disciples 
need to ask themselves in all that they do 
is, “How do my thoughts and actions con­
form to the plans of God for His king­
dom?” If our thoughts and actions 
generate peace, love, harmony, under­
standing, ministry, and other good 
fruits, then it is likely we are functioning 
in contributing ways to the kingdom of 
God.

Besides doing all that the Father 
directed, besides remaining faithful to 
the divine plan, we must surely realize
that Jesus did all of this in the best in­
terests of mankind, from a totally unself­
ish love which only God fully expresses. 
It is this kind of love that is to be the 
motivating force behind and in all that 
Christians do.

However, living the Christian life is not 
meant to be in some planned environ­
ment but to be in the real world where 
witnessing and ministry can really 
count. A devotional commentary now 
published by Broadman puts it this way: 
“It must never be forgotten that the ob­
ject of church unity is the glory of God 
and the evangelization of the world 
rather than administrative tidiness of 
comfort for Christians.” Modern church­
es need very much to hear these words 
and to re-evaluate just why the church 
exists and what it should be doing.

Development officer wonted for 
Southern Baptist College, Walnut 
Ridge, Ark. Send resume to:

Southern Baptist College
P.O. Box 454, Walnut Ridge, AR 72476 

Attn: Dr. Bill Oakley

UNIFORM LESSON SERIES!
Lesson for March 1

Entry into Jerusalem
By W. Fred Kendall II 

vice-president for religious affairs 
Belmont College, Nashville

Kendall

Basic Passage: Luke 19:28-44 
Focal Passage: Luke 19:28-44

Recently I greeted a lady who came 
forward during an invitation at the close 
of a worship service. She stated, “I saw a 
film on the effects of pagan religions on 
persons’ lives. For 
the first time, I real­
ly looked into peo­
ple’s faces without 
Christ. I was moved 
with compassion. As 
a Christian, I have 
to do something.” 
Later she went to 
Africa to serve at a 
mission point for 
two months.

The subject passage of Scripture for 
this lesson shows Jesus’ concern for lost 
humanity. By His royal entry into Jeru­
salem, Jesus appealed to Israel to accept 
Him as the Messiah. On His royal jour­
ney, He wept over Jerusalem, and 
entered the Holy City to act concerning 
what moved Him so deeply.

The royal entry into Jerusalem 
(w.28-38)

Jesus made detailed plans for His 
royal entrance into the Holy City. His en­
try would fulfill prophecy in Zechariah 
9:9.

The people of Israel expected the 
Messiah’s kingdom to be political and 
military. Jesus rode a colt - not a white 
war horse - to dramatize that as the 
Messianic King, His kingdom would be 
spiritual, characterized by peace and 
service. The colt was the symbol of Jew­
ish royalty and peace. Jesus’ “weapon” 
would be a cross, not a sword.

In His royal journey, Jesus openly 
witnessed to the world relative to His 
messiahship. Although people are free to 
choose, without Christ, they are spiritu­
ally blind. Often the excuse given for not 
witnessing to lost people is that they 
“know about Jesus xand know where the 
church is.” Unfortunately, these people 
cannot lead themselves to find salvation 
in Christ.

The Passover would be celebrated in a 
few days in Jerusalem. Throngs of pil­
grims were traveling to Jerusalem to 
celebrate. Jesus’ fame had spread 
throughout the nation. Messianic expec­
tation was at a fever pitch. A crowd of 
pilgrims followed Jesus. Others came 
out from Jerusalem to meet Him. The 
crowds hailed Jesus as their Messianic 
King.

The courage of Jesus (vv.39-40)
When the crowds of people proclaimed 

Jesus as King, the religious leaders were 
alarmed. He challenged their religious 
traditions and their control over the peo­
ple. Jesus revealed tremendous courage 
as He openly defied these powerful lead­
ers who planned to kill Him.

A city councilman returned after a 
council meeting in which a proposal that

ADD-A PAD 
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FREE estimate
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2029 N Cenienmai Streel 
P O Bo» 5346 • High Point NC 27262-5346 

would be considered immoral by Chris­
tians had been discussed. The man’s wife 
asked him how the council reacted when 
he stated his Christian viewpoint. The 
man answered, “They never found out 
because they never asked me.”

The tears of Jesus (w.41-44)
As Jesus journeyed on the road toward 

Jerusalem, suddenly the Holy City came 
into view. When Jesus saw the city, He 
wept. Jesus was never more manly. Of­
ten, Christians repress tears, erroneous­
ly thinking this is a manifestation of 
strength. In reality, these are attempting 
to be “stronger” than their Lord. Jesus 
wept because He cared deeply.

Jesus wept because He knew judgment 
would eventually fall upon every person, 
institution, and nation that rejects Him 
(vv.42-44). In about 40 years, A.D. 70, the 
Roman army would inflict destruc­
tion upon Jerusalem, even the Temple, 
because the nation followed the way of 
political-military revolution, having re­
jected Jesus as the Messiah and His 
kingdom that would never fail.

The tears of Jesus manifest the truth 
that humanity is not bound by the force 
of fate. Every person possesses the 
power of choice. God never forces any­
one to receive Christ as Saviour and 
Lord. Persons are saved by repenting of 
their sins and making a personal re­
sponse to Jesus Christ in faith.

The tears of Jesus mean that Jesus 
loves deeply. Nothing motivates a person 
to see the needs of humanity and be 
moved with compassion more than 
Christian love. Southern Baptists must 
see the world today and be moved with 
compassion that results in action. Prov­
erbs 29:18 states: “Where there is no vi­
sion, the people perish.” Satan strives to 
stop the “see-compassion-action” at 
every point in the cycle, but especially at 
the point of “seeing.” When Jesus “saw” 
Jerusalem, He wept.

Jesus wept because He felt compas­
sion because of what He saw. One of the 
greatest needs in America today is com­
passion. There is much tolerance in our 
society. But tolerance is not sufficient. 
Tolerance is of the mind. Compassion is 
of the heart. Americans, through medi­
ums such as television, see more of the 
world than ever before. But too often, we 
“see” as the priest and levite “saw” the 
wounded man in the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.

Then, Jesus entered Jerusalem to die 
outside that city for the very people who 
were rejecting Him. Emotion that does 
not result in action is not Christian com­
passion.

As you see the world, especially the 
world in which you live, what is’your 
reaction to those who have not accepted 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord and to those 
who are in need of your personal minis­
try?

CHURCH EQUIPMENT - pews, 
carpet, steeples, carrillons, baptistries, 
furnishings, theater seats, stained glass, 
pulpit furniture, arches & decking, cush­
ions & padding, educational furnishings 

Sowder Christian Supply 
P. O. Box 849

Goodlettxvllle, Tennessee 37072 
Don Sowder (615)865-1070

"ONE CALL DOES ITS ALL"
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LIFE AND WORK SERIES— 1 "=
Lesson for March 1

God answers prayer
By Fred M. Wood 

author, preacher, teacher, Memphis
Basic Passage: Luke 11:1-54
Focal Passage: Luke 11:1-10

People who make meaningful contri- 
, butions to this world are people who 

pray.
Someone wrote of a pioneer missionary 

to Mongolia, James 
Gilmour, that “he 
never used a blotter 
in writing because 
he used the time to 
pray while the ink 
was drying on the 
page he had written.”

The lesson this 
week focuses on the 
need for prayer. At 
this particular time Wood 
in our life and work as Southern Baptists, 
we stand in need of individual prayer 
lives and corporate prayers. With God’s 
help, we have built the greatest mis­
sionary program in the history of Chris­
tianity. As we pray for one another, we 
will try to understand one another.

Jesus is the great Teacher. We will 
study what He said about this important 
subject.

Necessity for prayer (11:1)
Though the ‘model prayer’’ follows 

the disciples’ request, we should notice 
that he did not actually ask Jesus to 
teach them “how” to pray. His request 
rather was that Jesus teach them “to 
pray.’’ which may mean “teach us the 
importance of praying.’’

Some, perhaps all, of His disciples 
were accompanying Him for this last 
period of His ministry’. He had told them 
of His coming death and had probably 
mentioned it several times. This may 
have been in the mind of the disciple who 

made the request. Perhaps he repre­
sented the group - they all were becom­
ing deeply concerned because they could 
sense the growing crisis. They saw Jesus 
engage in prayer constantly and realized 
their own need for more personal fellow­
ship with God.
Guidelines for effective praying (11:2-4)

Jesus did not give them a prayer to 
recite but some basic principles to lead 
them. He already had suggested to an 
earlier audience in Galilee (Matthew 
6:9-13) a similar pattern, things which 
they should recognize as forming an 
essential part of a valid prayer.

Only a Christian can truly understand 
God as Father. He made us all in that He 
established the creative process in which 
we participate to bring life into the 
world. The Creator of the world has cer­
tain fatherly parental attributes which 
unredeemed people can see, but only 
those who have been “born of the Spirit” 
can know God in His fulness as Heavenly 
Father. Those who pray must recognize 
this basic truth at the very beginning of 
their petitions.

Three other facts should be recognized 
before petition begins. First, God is holy. 
This meant He is completely “other 
than,” the word’s original meaning, but 
it meant more. God poured moral and 

ethical content into the word through His 
prophets.

Second, God has a kingdom. It is both 
present and future. When Jesus returns 
to earth, He will consummate that king­
dom and “we shall be like Him: for we 
shall see Him as He is (1 John 3:1). To­
day, God rules in the hearts of those who 
are committed to the lordship of Christ.

Third, God wants righteousness prac­
ticed on earth now. He is not willing to 
accept a “postponed ethic” type of ap­
proach. We will never see perfect peace 
until Jesus comes again, but this does not 
lessen our responsibility one bit for 
recognizing “righteousness and the 
spread of righteousness as a cosmic de­
mand.”

Until we accept these three affirma­
tions, we are not yet ready to pray.

Praying for material necessities is 
valid, but we must be willing to trust God 
to provide as we need, not in advance.

We can ask for forgiveness, but only if 
we are willing to forgive and indeed have 
forgiven those who have wronged us.

The final, and in many ways, the 
greatest petition is an urgent plea that 
God will keep us in the path of moral 
purity.
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The importance of persistence (11:5-10)
The story Jesus told has one main 

thrust. We should be careful about press­
ing details for other truths. We could end 
up with a false concept of God.

Verse 9 gives the application. The im­
peratives have a linear emphasis. Keep 
on asking and you will receive' Keep on 
seeking and you will find Keep on 
knocking and the door will ne opened! 
This does not necessarily mean that we 
must beg God, but rather that we must 
remain in fellowship and service while 
we are waiting for the answer God will 
answer when the time is right!
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SWBTS music professor writes study on prayer
By David Reid

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)- If it 
seems unusual that a music professor 
would write discipleship materials and a 
doctrinal study guide on prayer, think 
again.

What better choice than a man who has 
dedicated an entire room in his home to 
prayer and has missed his daily devotion 
only once in the past 28 years?

“Ever since 1959, I just can’t operate 
without prayer. I don’t see how people 
get by without it,” says T. W. Hunt, pro­
fessor of church music at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, and an authority among 
Southern Baptists on the subject of 
prayer.

“Failure to pray is the failure to 
realize that God is the real source.” Hunt 
notes. “It is He who blesses and directs 
our work. No true work of God can be 
done without prayer.”

Hunt wrote Southern Baptists’ 1987 
adult doctrinal study on prayer, already 
available in bookstores, and PrayerLife, 
a new course in the Lay Institute for 
Equipping, produced by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s church 
training department.

He does not think it too extraordinary 
that a non-theologian should be selected 
to write a doctrine study - especially 
one on prayer.

“Every Christian ought to be given to 
prayer, and God often chooses to use a

layman to teach other laymen,” he says.
Hunt teaches about 35 seminars on 

prayer and the “mind of Christ” each 
year. He has spoken in conferences and 
churches across the United States and to 
missionaries in Africa, South America, 
and Europe.

In the process. Hunt came to the atten­
tion of church training department 
leaders who asked him to write the adult 
doctrine text and Prayerlife.

The Baptist Doctrine Study will be 
observed April 20-24 in many churches.

Hunt is most excited about PrayerLife, 
a 13-week study course to be taught to 
small groups in churches.

“I think we have succeeded in achiev­
ing a spiritual orientation which is not 
mechanical,” he says. “The person in­
volved in PrayerLife, who is faithful to 
what we ask them to do, will have an en­
counter with God.

“It’s been the hardest thing I’ve ever 
done. It’s required the most hours, the 
most prayer, and the most thought,” 
Hunt reports.

Although PrayerLife is considered a 
sequel, MasterLife will not be a prere­
quisite. In addition, Hunt has written 
Music and Missions: Discipleship through 
Music, to be published by Broadman 
Press in April, and is writing an article, 
commentary notes, and application mate­
rial on prayer for the upcoming Disciple’s 
Study Bible, produced by Holman.

PRAYER ROOM — T. W. Hunt, professor of church music at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, kneels at the altar in a special prayer room in his home.

Home missions teleconference 
reaches about 32,000 Baptists

Interpretations
The miracle-working Christ

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“This beginning of miracles (signs) 

did Jesus in Cana of Galilee" (John 2:11).
John does not use the usual Greek 

word for miracle. He uses one meaning
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sign. Miracles were signs cf Jesus’ deity. 
In fact, John’s gospel is built around a 
series of such signs.

Turning water into wine at Cana is the 
first one mentioned in the gospels. They 
contain accounts of 35 specific miracles, 
plus numerous mention of groups of 
such. Luke, the physician-scientist- 
historian, records 20 plus three groups.

Skeptics deny miracles as being con­
trary’ to natural law. But a miracle is an 
act of God - contrary to natural law as 
man understands it but not as God under­
stands it - which He works in the ac­
complishment of His benevolent and 
redemptive purpose. When I was born, 
radio and television would have been 
regarded as miracles. Laws making 
them possible were known to God from 
eternity.

Jesus never worked a miracle on de­
mand. He never advertised such before 
or after the act. At times He even told 
people not to report them (Mark 5:43). 
He did rfot want to be known merely as a 
miracle worker. He wanted to be received 
for deeper spiritual reasons.

God’s greatest miracle was raising 
Jesus from the dead. He works a miracle 
in all who are born again as they become 
children of God.

Sales break record
EL PASO, Texas - Workers at the 

Foreign Mission Board’s Spanish Pub­
lishing House stopped to celebrate when 
it was announced in December that the 
organization had surpassed its previous 
all-time sales record, set in 1981.

The new record totaled more than 
$2.75-million in sales of Christian 
literature in about 70 countries. Much of 
the increase has come from soaring 
sales of the publishing house’s revision of 
the Spanish New Testament and its new 
Integrated Curriculum for Bible Study.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP) - About 
32,000 Southern Baptists from across the 
nation participated in the 1987 Home 
Missions Teleconference Feb. 9 - nearly 
10,000 more than the 1986 Home Missions 
Teleconference audience.

Viewers gathered at about 450 sites for 
the teleconference, which was broadcast 
live from Birmingham, Ala. For the first 
time, callers had the opportunity to 
speak personally by phone with Southern 
Baptist missionaries and missions agen­
cy leaders. More than 200 telephone calls 
were received during the 90-minute 
telecast.

The program concentrated on the week 
of prayer for home missions’ theme, 
“Who Will Win America.” Agency heads 
and missionaries shared specific needs 
and concerns on the home mission field 
and offered ways Southern Baptists 
could become involved in the effort.

“The most important thing Baptist 
Women can do during this week is to use 
the WMU materials and meet every day 
so that each day they can pray for our 
home missionaries,” said Carolyn 
Weatherford, executive director for the 
national Woman’s Missonary Union.

Men can also be a part of the action, 
said James Smith, Brotherhood Com­
mission president. “It is important that 
the Brotherhood Commission keep chal­
lenging men and boys to become involved 
in missions,” he said.

Missionaries also encouraged all 
Southern Baptists to support home mis­
sions — perhaps even as volunteers. 
Volunteers have played a major role in 
helping missionaries to spread the 
gospel of Christ, they reported.

Lynn Davis, who served in Ocean City, 
Md., says a lot of her work depends on 
the students who volunteer their time in 
the summer. “My number one prayer re­
quest is that God will send volunteers so 
that more people can be won to Christ,” 
she said.

Witnessing to people of different back­
grounds in varied cultures can some­
times be a road block for a missionary. 
Jimmy Anderson, who works with In­
dians in Shawnee, Okla., believes it is 
important to meet physical needs first. 

then the spiritual. “It is wonderful to see 
Indians .come to love the Lord and at 
times I’ve seen whole families walk the 
aisle and accept Christ,” he said.

“There is an urgency for winning 
America for Christ, ” said Bob Banks, ex­
ecutive vice-president and interim presi­
dent of the Home Mission Board. If the 
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering of 
$37.5-million is not met, new work areas 
will be the first programs to go, he said.

“A world of people are lost and dying 
without Christ. We must get involved as 
all of us have the responsibility to be a 
witness,” he added.

Korean crusade brings 
3,042 new converts

SEOUL, South Korea — Seventy-two 
Southern Baptist volunteers from 16 
states led 3,042 Koreans to faith in Christ 
during a partnership evangelism cru­
sade late last year.

More than 900 Korean Baptist reded­
icated their lives to Christ and 25 made a 
commitment to Christian service.

The volunteers worked with Baptists 
and missionaries in churches and evan­
gelistic visits to homes, businesses, 
hospitals, schools, and factories.

Three deaf members of Applewood 
Baptist Church, Wheat Ridge, Colo., par­
ticipated in the efforts, sharing their 
faith with many deaf and hearing Kor­
eans and encouraging ministry to the 
deaf.

Martinique Baptists 
double in single day

LAMENTIN, Martinique - Baptists 
on the island of Martinique in the French 
West Indies almost doubled their ranks 
on a single day last December. They bap­
tized 22 new believers, bringing their 
total number to 48,

Two Southern Baptist missionary cou­
ples are working with Martinique Bap­
tists.


