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Committee recommends SBC stay with BJCPA
By Dan Martin

NASHVILLE (BP)- The Southern 
Baptist Convention will continue to be a 
nember of the Baptist Joint Committee 
>n Public Affairs if a recommendation of 
i special fact-finding committee is ac­
cepted in June.

A nine-member study committee has 
ecommended that the 14.6-million-mem- 
>er SBC “continue to relate to the Baptist 
Foint Committee on Public Affairs,” a 
eligious liberty-separation of church and 
tate watchdog organization of nine Bap- 
ist groups in the United States and Can- 
tda.

The study committee, chaired by Gary
Young of Phoenix, Ariz., has been stud- 

ing the issue of Southern Baptist par- 
icipation in the Baptist Joint Committee 
ince September of 1986, when it was ap- 
>ointed to look into the relationship be- 
ween the two groups.

During the 1986 annual meeting of the 
IBC in Atlanta, a retired Mobile, Ala., 
ayman, M. G. (Dan) Daniels, made a 
notion to “remove the SBC from par- 
icipation in the BJCPA and establish an 
xclusive Southern Baptist presence in 
Washington for the purpose of more tru- 
< reflecting our views.”
Daniels’ motion was the latest in a 

eries of attacks on SBC participation in 
he BJCPA. The Baptist Joint Committee 
.nd its executive director, James M. 
)unn, have been under increasing fire 
rom more conservative Southern Bap­

Union elects James Edwards 
as academic vice-president
JACKSON (BP) - James W. Edwards, 

enior vice-president for finance of the 
outhern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission, will become vice-president 
f academic affairs and dean of Union 
Fniversity, effective June 1.
Edwards, who for three and a half 

ears, has been the senior vice-president 
f finance and, for 15 months, chief 
perating officer of the RTVC, also will 
e professor of economics and finance in 
•nion’s business department.
At the RTVC, he was instrumental in 

elping the Fort Worth, Texas-based 
gency launch a national television net- 
ork, ACTS, and in keeping the fledgling 
etwork financially viable during its most 
ritical periods.
Hiran Barefoot, Union’s president, said 

towards will be in charge of the 
cademic program, faculty, and cur- 
culum at Union, as well as teaching and 
elping to establish a new business school, 
hich trustees approved in February.
Edwards, a native of Henderson, Ky., 

; a graduate of Western Kentucky 
Diversity, Bowling Green, Ky.; Indiana 
Diversity, Bloomington; and Michigan 
tate University, East Lansing.
Prior to going to the RTVC, Edwards 
jrved as vice-president and dean of the 

tists, generally over questions of style and 
the organization’s perceived unrespon­
siveness to the SBC, particularly the 
BJCPA’s opposition to the school prayer 
amendment.

Daniels’ 1986 motion was referred to the 
Executive Committee for further study, 
with instruction that a report be made 
during the 1987 annual meeting in St. 
Louis.

The recommendation will be presented 
to a meeting of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee June 15 in advance of the 1987 
annual meeting. If the 70-member com­
mittee accepts the recommendation, it 
will be presented to messengers at the an­
nual meeting June 16. Messengers then 
must vote to accept or reject the recom­
mendation.

Young told Baptist Press the key to the 
recommendation is acceptance of a pro­
posal to change SBC Bylaw 18, which gov­
erns the work and membership of SBC 
standing committees. The SBC relates to 
the BJCPA through the Public Affairs 
Committee, an 18-member standing com­
mittee.

In February, the special study commit­
tee recommended revision of Bylaw’ 18 in 
regard to the Public Affairs Committee. 
The revision was adopted by the Ex­
ecutive Committee and will be recom­
mended to messengers at the annual 
meeting.

“The bottom line of our recommenda­
tion is that we will stay with the Baptist 

college as well as vice-president of ad­
ministrative affairs at Dallas Baptist 
University; director of the graduate 
business program, chairman of the ac- 

(Continued on page 3)

Chairman requests early resolutions
ST. LOUIS (BP) - The chairman of the 1987 Southern Bap­

tist Convention Resolutions Committee has appealed to 
messengers to send drafts of proposed resolutions to him 
prior to the annual meeting of the SBC June 16-18 in Cervantes 
Convention Center.

Tennessean Tom Melzoni, committee chairman and pastor 
of Central Baptist Church, Oak Ridge, said having advance 
copies of resolutions messengers intend to submit to the con­
vention will enable his 10-member committee to do more 
preliminary work before convention sessions begin.

The committee has set an orientation and work session 
Saturday morning, June 13, in St. Louis. He said all commit­
tee meetings will be open sessions.

Drafts of proposed resolutions should be sent to Melzoni 
in care of the SBC Executive Committee, 901 Commerce, 
Nashville, TN 37203.

Melzoni emphasized that messengers who send proposed 
resolutions to the committee before the convention also must 
submit official copies for introduction at the convention.

Joint Committee, but that our relationship 
with them will be changed because we are 
changing the makeup and constituency of 
the Public Affairs Committee,” Young 
told Baptist Press.

A revision of Bylaw 18 was necessitated 
when the Baptist Joint Committee reor­
ganized in October, creating a 54-member 
board and increasing SBC membership 
from 15 to 18.

Under the old bylaw, the Public Affairs 
Committee was made up of 15 members, 
of whom nine served by virtue of office as 
executives of SBC agencies, leaving only 

Belmont College inducts Roy Acuff, 
Helen Gabhart into collegiatus

HONOREE'S Gin - Roy Acuff shows 
the gift he received on his induction in­
to Belmont College's Collegiatus.

Messengers may submit the resolutions at a table to the side 
of the main platform during miscellaneous business sessions 
on the first day of the annual meeting.

“I hope the resolutions process this year will be smooth and 
sweet and give a positive report to the world that Southern 
Baptists are alive and well and interested in evangelism and 
missions,” said Melzoni.

“We will attempt to follow the leadership of the Lord and 
send forth a positive, affirming message of the Baptist Faith 
and Message and of our institutions,*’ he added. “We want 
to say to the world we are evangelical Christians who love 
God and love each other.”

In 1986, convention messengers submitted a total of 52 
resolutions to the committee for consideration. The record 
number of resolutions submitted by messengers was 74 in 
1985.

Melzoni appealed to Southern Baptists to pray for the 
Resolutions Committee and for all proceedings of the 130th 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention.

five slots to be filled by at-large members. 
The SBC president also was a voting 
member. Until recently, the PAC did not 
conduct separate meetings, and primarily 
served as the conduit through which the 
SBC funded and provided members for 
the BJCPA.

Under the revision, five agency ex­
ecutives will serve as board members - 
the chief executives of the Executive 
Committee, the Home Mission Board, the 
Foreign Mission Board, the Baptist Sun­
day School Board, and the Annuity Board.

(Continued on page 3)

Nashvillians Roy Acuff and Helen A. 
Gabhart received “Belmont College’s 
highest honor for relevant and continuing 
support,” stated Bill Troutt, college presi­
dent, at the annual Belmont College Col­
legiatus ceremony May 14.

Acuff, country music artist, and Gab­
hart, wife of Herbert Gabhart who was 
president of Belmont College from 1959- 
82, were inducted into the college’s Col­
legiatus during a banquet at the college.

The honor, which is presented to two 
persons annually, is endowed by Lemuel 
B. Stevens of Nashville, former chairman 
of the college’s board of trustees, and his 
family.

George West in, chairman of the trus­
tees, inducted the honorees and Carolyn 
Strode, chairperson of the 1987 Collegiatus 
Committee, presented a gift to each.

Acuff spoke after his induction to the 
crowd of collegiatus members and friends 
and family of the honorees. He explained 
that he was wearing a tuxedo because he 
was honored and wanted to “look real 
nice.”

(Continued on page 3)
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Golden Gate trustees set 
$5.7-million '87-88 budget

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) - Trustees $657,000 in income from its annual fund for 
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semi- the year, which ends July 31.
nary adopted a $5.7-million budget for As a result, the trustees voted to refi- 
1987-88 and elected two faculty members at
their spring meeting in Mill Valley, Calif.

The budget is a 9.1 percent increase 
over the current budget, President Wil­
liam O. Crews Jr. said. Basic funding of 
the seminary’s budget will come from 
gifts of Southern Baptist churches 
through the denomination’s Cooperative 
Program unified budget.

For 1987-88, Cooperative Program gifts 
should total more than $2.5-million, repre­
senting only 44 percent of the budget, 
Crews noted. The balance will be met 
through fees and income from other 
sources. In addition, $1.2-million is ex­
pected to be raised through the semi­
nary’s annual fund toward support of the 
budget.

The current financial status of the semi­
nary was pictured as having suffered 
from the transition of administrations 
during the past year. Frank Pollard 
resigned as seminary president in March 
of 1986, and Crews was elected to succeed 
him in December. The seminary is short

Crews affirms Bible as true 
during inauguration address

MILL VALLEY, Calif. (BP) - William 
O. Crews Jr. affirmed the Bible as true 
and his school’s ministry to the West dur­
ing his inauguration as sixth president of 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Mill Valley, Calif., April 27.

“Golden Gate seminary will remain 
committed to the 1963 Baptist Faith and 
Message Statement, particularly the por­
tion which says the Bible has truth, with­
out any mixture of error, for its matter,” 
said Crews, 51, who was elected president 
of the Southern Baptist seminary in 
December.

Scripture - and the way it is taught in 
Southern Baptists’ six seminaries - has 
been at the center of theological/political 
strife within the convention for about 
eight years. Crews stressed that he and 
his seminary support the Bible as true.

He pledged his personal commitment to 
the October 1986 “Glorieta Statement” 
written by the seminary presidents two 
months before he was elected to lead 
Golden Gate seminary. The presidents’ 
document, presented as an instrument for 
healing within the convention, states: 
“The 66 books of the Bible are not errant 
in any area of reality. We hold to their in­
fallible power and binding authority.”

“I am convinced that this statement, 
treated with integrity, could be the basis 
for reconciliation in our troubled denomi­
nation,” Crews said during his inaugural 
service.

Referring to the Baptist Faith and Mes­
sage Statement, Crews reminded his au­
dience that each person on the faculty of 
Golden Gate is asked to sign that state­
ment and “teach in accord with, and not 
contrary to, the statement.”

Turning his attention to the specific 
needs of the California seminary, Crews 
noted: “We who serve here in the West 
can ill-afford the luxury of fighting when 
our assignment is fishing for the souls of 
men. I will say again as I have said on 
other occasions, we here in the West must 

nance an off-campus 32-unit apartment 
complex, which trustees were told could 
bring about $l-million in equity to be put 
into an emergency operating general 
fund. The complex, appraised at more 
than $2-million, is expected to be col; 
lateral for a $1.2-million loan.

In other action, trustees unanimously 
elected Leroy Gainey and Barry A. 
Stricker to the faculty.

Gainey was named associate professor 
of religious education. He is the first black 
trustee-elected, full-time faculty member 
of a Southern Baptist seminary. Current­
ly he is senior pastor of Central Baptist 
Church in Syracuse, N.Y.

Stricker will be associate professor of 
theology and Christian philosophy. 
Presently he is an instructor at Golden 
Gate and was manager of the seminary 
Baptist Book Store from 1983 to 1986.

Trustees also endorsed the six Southern 
Baptist seminary presidents’ October 1986 
“Glorieta Statement” on the Bible.

steer our ship away from the rocky shores 
of debate and division.”

Crews pledged to the Southern Baptist 
Convention to “give our best in training 
and equipping leaders for dynamic, grow­
ing churches, both in the West and around 
the world. We will do that with a program 
of leadership development ... ‘that trains 
the head, the heart, and the hand.’ ”

About 500 people, including represen­
tatives from educational institutions, 
churches, Southern Baptist agencies, and 
the seminary community, attended the in­
augural ceremony.

WML/ annual meeting looks 
toward centennial event

ST. LOUIS (BP)- Southern Baptist 
women will look toward the centennial 
celebration of the Southern Baptist Wo­
man’s Missionary Union during the or- 
ganization’^ 99th annual meeting June 
14-15 in St. Louis.

“Celebrate” will be the theme for the 
national WMU meeting, to be held at the 
Clarion Hotel. The conference will be a 
primary event leading up to the celebra­
tion of WMU’s 100th anniversary, May 
13-14, 1988, in Richmond, Va.

A featured guest at the St. Louis meet­
ing will be June Scobee, widow of Dick 
Scobee, who was killed in the Challenger 
space shuttle disaster. She will share her 
experiences of the tragedy and how she 
depended on WMU prayer support for 
strength.

National WMU Executive Director Car­
olyn Weatherford will give an annual
report on WMU, encourage participation Music director for the meeting will be 
in the national missions prayer plan, and Malvie Giles from Magnolia, Ark. Betty 
challenge participants to reach WMU’s Jean Chatham of Shelbyville, Ky., will be 
“Vision 88” goal of enrolling 2-million pianist, and her daughter, Emily, of 
women, girls, and preschopfers in WMU, Cl?ai;lp|t,e, flfl., yjpljpi#v .,

w- < I;

TBREA OFFICERS — New officers of the Tennessee Baptist Religious Education 
Association, elected at the May 7-8 spring retreat, are (left to right) Paul Peak, 
minister of education at First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro, president; Tony Long, 
minister of education at First Baptist Church, Columbia, secretary-treasurer; and 
Don Dillingham, minister of education at Manley Baptist Church, Morristown, vice- 
president. Liz Lee (not pictured), an associate in the TBC Sunday School depart­
ment, was elected promotion-enlistment coodinator.

SBC Pastors7 Conference 
explores 'Emmanuel factor'

ST. LOUIS (BP)- “The Emmanuel 
factor’’ of how Christ influences and im­
pacts the daily routine of life will be the 
theme of the 1987 Pastors’ Conference, to 
be held June 14-15 in Cervantes Conven­
tion Center.

“I have urged each of the speakers to 
preach Jesus,” said Nelson Price, pastor 
of Roswell Street Baptist Church in 
Marietta, Ga., and president of the Pas­
tors’ Conference.

The Pastors’ Conference, expected to 
attract about 20,000 people, is one of the 
meetings held in advance of the annual to speak because of personal acquain- 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Coriven- tances or hearing from friends about how f
tion, scheduled June 16-18, also in Cer­
vantes Convention Center.

Price told Baptist Press he encouraged 
speakers “to preach Christ and not get in­
volved in denominational politics. I want 
the conference to build up the pastors and 
the people who attend, and I am optimis­
tic the speakers are going to do that.”

Price said he wrote to each speaker and 
said: “I want to encourage you to preach 

by the end of 1988.
Daily program features will include Bi­

ble studies led by former WMU President 
Dorothy Sample, and sessions on mis­
sionary tasks led by WMU President Mar­
jorie McCullough.

Suzanne Moss McMahon, a newscaster 
from Dallas, will be interviewer during 
three panel discussions about home and 
foreign missions.

Dramatic meditations will be per­
formed by Laurita Mullins Miller of Van­
dalia, Hl. She will portray Jesus’ follower 
Mary Magdalene and four WMU leaders 
from the past.

Meal events held in conjunction with the 
WMU annual meeting will be a prayer 
box supper, a Baptist Nursing Fellowship 
breakfast and a “promotivation” lunch­
eon. All meal functions will be held at the 
Clarion Hotel.

Music director for the meeting will be 

Jesus. We will have three days following 
the conference in which the SBC can deal 
with expedient ‘political’ issues and other 
vital topics. That is essential. However, 
our presentation of Jesus in the proper 
manner will include the spirit with which 
this is done. Therefore, it is imperative 
that we deal with inspiration and motiva­
tion.”

The program, he said, is “loaded with 
people who are not big names. I wanted 
to blend familiar voices with some new 
voices. Some of the speakers were asked 

these people were being used by the Lord. 
I felt some of them might be a contem­
porary voice and an encouragement.”

Carl F. H. Henry, whom Price said is 
“Southern Baptists’ best known interna­
tional theologian,” will speak on “The 
Emmanuel factor and Neo-pagan Philos­
ophy.” Price said: “I thought we needed 
to hear this gentleman.” Henry, a former 
editor of Christianity Today, is from Ar­
lington, Va., and is associated with World 
Vision International.

Price also invited Landrum P. Leavell 
H, president of New Orleans (La.) Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, to address the 
conference on “The Emmanuel factor in 
Resurrection.” Price said Leavell “is a j 
voice that needs to be heard.”

Other well known names include 
former SBC presidents Bailey E. Smith of 
Del City, Okla., and James T. Draper Jr., 
of Euless, Texas. Smith will speak on the 
compassion for souls and Draper on the 
search for integrity.

Among others to speak include Tom 
Elliff, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City, Okla.; Richard Vera, 
an evangelist from Dallas; Jack Mill­
wood, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Chickasaw, Ala.; E. W. McCall, pastor of 
St. Stephens Baptist Church in La Puente, 
Calif;

Ralph Smith, pastor of Hyde Park Bap­
tist Church of Austin, Texas; Richard G. 
Lee, pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church 
of Tucker, Ga.; David Miller, director of 
missions from Heber Springs, Ark.; Jerry 
Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers Baptist 
Church of Nashville; and Jerry Johnston, 
an evangelist from Overland Park, Kan.

Music will be led by Jim Faull, minister 
of music at Roswell Street Baptist Church 
in Marietta. Ga. ^4
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HCBA honors Hall for 44 years 
of teaching, additional service

SEYMOUR - W. F. Hall, retired teach­
er of Harrison Chilhowee Baptist Acade­
my in Seymour, was once asked by a 
student if people in heaven will know one 
another. He replied, “Young man, I would 
hate to know that I would be more ig­
norant in heaven than I am here!”

This was just one of many instances 
recalled by those honoring Hall at a testi­
monial dinner April 28 for his 44 years of 
service to the academy, even though he 
and his wife, Nola, were unable to attend. 
Hall suffered two massive heart attacks 
several days before the dinner, but in­
sisted that the event be held despite his 
absence.

The Halls’ daughter, Christine Rut­
ledge, and son, Billy Hall, represented 
them at the dinner which was attended by 
about 200 persons, including other fami­
ly members and relatives of the Halls, 
past and present faculty, staff, students, 
and trustees of the academy, and denomi­
national colleagues of Hall.

BJCPA study committee. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

[ The president of the SBC also will be a 
voting member and the remaining 12 
seats will be at-large representatives.

The executive of the SBC Christian Life 
Commission - who had a seat under the 
old bylaw - would become a non-voting 
ex-officio member under the revision.

Another change in the bylaw is that it 
I “encourages the Public Affairs Commit­

tee to coordinate its work through the 
BJCPA,” but also specifies the group can 
“take action on motions and resolutions 
of the SBC upon which the BJCPA cannot 
agree and/or does not support.”

In addition to recommending the rela­
tionship between the BJCPA and the SBC 
be retained through the revised Public Af­
fairs Committee, the fact finding commit- 

| tee also included a recommendation that 
it “encourages the trustees of the SBC 
Christian Life Commission to continue the 
consideration of opening an office in 

[ Washington to deal with those appropriate 
- moral and social concerns within its pro- 
, gram statement and consistent with mo­
tions and resolutions adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

In reaching its conclusions, the fact- 
I finding committee issued a series of find- 
| ings, which include:

-There is strength in numbers and 
diversity, and the estimated 27-million 
Baptists who are members of the nine 

I Baptist bodies making up the BJCPA 
“represent a greater potential influence” 
in Washington than do 14.6-million 
Southern Baptists.

—There are a number of Baptist groups 
who do not participate in the BJCPA, and 
encouraged the Public Affairs Committee

Edwards. . .
(Continued from page 1) 

counting department and director of 
j financial aid at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas; and chairman of the 

I accounting department at Texas Chris- 
I tian University in Fort Worth, Texas.

Edwards has been a management con­
sultant to the Carnegie Foundation, the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 
Church Loans Corporation, Price- 
Waterhouse & Co., a national accounting 
firm, and the U.S. Department of Hous­
ing and Urban Development.

William L. Palmer, academy presi­
dent; Charles C. Lemons, president emer­
itus; Jane Ellison, chairman of the board 
of trustees; Tom Madden, executive sec­
retary of the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion; Glenn Grubb, pastor of Maryville’s 
Madison Avenue Baptist Church; and Bill 
Hazelwood, Cumberland Gap Baptist 
Association director of missions, gave 
testimonials of Hall’s work. The academy 
choir, directed by Bill Hart and accom­
panied by Pat Johnson, presented special 
music.

In addition to his work at the academy. 
Hall was first vice-president of the TBC 
in 1971-72, and is currently a trustee and 
chairman of the academic committee. He 
also helped organize 15 churches in the 
area and was pastor and interim pastor 
of numerous churches.

Hall, who retired in 1971, taught Eng­
lish, history, and Bible at the academy. 
He is recuperating in his home on the 
academy campus.

“to work through appropriate channels 
within the BJCPA to pursue the most ef­
fective participation of other Baptist 
bodies.”

-The BJCPA “has assisted Southern 
Baptists in some ways” such as support­
ing passage of the Equal Access legisla­
tion, protecting foreign mission interests, 
working on tax reform and minister’s 
retirement programs, and “providing in­
formation, education, research, counsel, 
and advocacy to Southern Baptists on an 
individual, church, association, state, and 
national level.”

-There are some things which have 
“created concern” among some Southern 
Baptists, including conducting confer­
ences which are perceived to lack bal­
ance, making statements which are 
understood as personal attacks against in­
dividuals, making statements of personal 
opinion which have been interpreted as 
being the position of the BJCPA, and Ex­
ecutive Director Dunn’s association with 
People for the American Way.

-There is need for the BJCPA to seek 
increased financial support from some 
member bodies.

-There is need for churches, associa­
tions, and state conventions to inform 
Southern Baptists about religious liberty 
issues through the Baptist Joint Committee.

Pressler pledges BJCPA support
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Paul Pressler has promised to oppose any effort to 

defund the Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs if messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention approve a proposed change in SBC bylaws at the 
annual meeting of the convention June 16-18.

The Houston appeals court judge, who has been a leader in the effort to turn 
the SBC in a more conservative direction, made the remarks to a group of pastors 
and laypeople in Richmond May 12.

Pressler, who at times has been a vocal critic of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs and its executive director, James M. Dunn, was a member 
of a special nine-person study committee appointed by the SBC Executive Com­
mittee in September 1986 to study the relationship between the SBC and the 
BJCPA.

Pressler said the proposed bylaw change “will allow Southern Baptists to ex­
press themselves more directly in the affairs of the Baptist Joint Committee. 
I have pledged myself, and I would urge your support, to adopt this bylaw amend­
ment at the convention.”

“I also pledge, if the bylaw is adopted, to do everything I can to keep a mo­
tion from being made to defund the Baptist Joint Committee. And if, unfortunate­
ly, there is a motion to defund the Baptist Joint Committee — if the bylaw is 
passed - I will do everything I can to defeat the motion,” he added.

INDUCTION — George West III, chair­
man of the Belmont College trustees, 
thanks Helen A. Gabhart during the col- 
legiatus ceremony May 14.

Collegiatus. . .
(Continued from page 1)

He stated that he tries to live a good life, 
though “it’s not always easy in country 
music.”

Acuff said he was especially glad to 
hear two Acuff music scholars, Tammy 
Rogers, a violinist, and Fleming McWil­
liams, a vocalist, perform during the 
evening. The Roy and Mildred Acuff 
Scholarships, begun in his honor in 1982 
by the Joseph Cates Company and sup­
plemented by Acuff, now assists six Bel­
mont College music students.

Acuff, a Grand Ole Opry star who has 
performed for the past 50 years, is also a 
member of the Country Music Hall of 
Fame.

Gabhart explained that Belmont Col­
lege is “as much a state of mind as it is 
a place.” She let her husband do his job, 
she added, but she stayed busy hosting 
friends and students of the college.

She organized and sponsored the South­
ern Baptist Student Ministers’ Wives 
Fellowship and was an advisor of Bel­
mont Aid for 23 years.

Student at C-N drowns in lake
JEFFERSON CITY - Terry Vaughn- 

ier, a Carson-Newman College student 
from Grove City, Ohio, died in a May 6 
drowning accident at Cherokee Lake.

Friends said that Vaughnier went under 
the water in the swimming area at Chero­
kee Dam a few miles from the college 
campus at about 3:30 p.m. Vaughnier, 
who was the only one swimming at the 
time, may have suffered cramps brought

Mark Short takes 
Louisiana position

ALEXANDRIA, La. (BP) - Mark Short 
was elected executive director of the Loui­
siana Baptist Convention’s Executive 
Board during a board meeting May 5.

He will assume his new position June 1, 
succeeding Robert L. Lee of Pineville, ex­
ecutive director emeritus, who retired 
Dec. 1,1986, after serving in a leadership 
position with the Louisiana Executive 
Board for 33 years, 30 of them as ex­
ecutive director.

Short, 58, is Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board professor of denominational 
relations at New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary, a post he has held 
for five years.

Short was presented to the Executive 
Board by Perry Sanders, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Lafayette, and chair­
man of the executive director search com­
mittee. Sanders told the board: “The 
committee had a sense of rightness of 
God’s man. We had 31 nominations, any 
25 of which could have led the program.

“The committee was unanimous in a 
secret ballot vote. We feel Mark Short has 
expertise in management, platform skills, 
and is knowledgeable in every level of 
Baptist life. During his association with 
Louisiana, he has spoken in every 
association and preached or taught in 
more than 300 churches.”

Short, a native of Texas, was on the 
staff of the Louisiana Baptist Convention 
as church growth consultant prior to 
becoming a professor at New Orleans 
seminary. He also has been manager of 
the Glorieta Baptist Conference Center, 
minister of music and education in 
several Southern Baptist churches, and 
associate pastor and administrator at 
South Main Baptist Church in Houston.

He attended Ouachita Baptist Univer­
sity in Arkadelphia, Ark., and Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, and is a graduate of the 
University of New York and the Univer­
sity of Oklahoma.

on by relatively low water temperatures.
Vaughnier, a sophomore religion major 

who was a member of the college band, 
had stayed in Jefferson City following the 
end of classes to perform with the band 
at the college’s commencement on May 
8. A moment of silent prayer was ob­
served in his memory’ at the commence­
ment ceremony.

Vaughnier was a member of Highland 
Baptist Church in Grove City, where he 
was active in many youth activities. He 
is survived by his mother, Margaret M. 
Elam of Grove City, and two brothers.

Tennessean to serve 
as convention page

MEMPHIS - Christopher Todd Arm­
strong, a Pioneer Royal Ambassador at 
Central Baptist Church, Chattanooga, will 
serve as one of 15 RA pages at the 1987 
Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis, 
Mo.

Armstrong was nominated for the 
honor by the Brotherhood department of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention and 
selected by the Southern Baptist Broth­
erhood Commission in Memphis. The RA 
pages and six Acteen pages assist conven­
tion personnel in registration, the infor­
mation center, the convention office, the 
press room, and during convention pro­
ceedings.
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UT BSU director balances family role, student work
By Mark Hall

Bob Hall stands on a wooded bank, 
dressed in denim overalls and white 
sneakers, and grasps a thick vine that 
trails from a tall tree. With a running 
start, he swings out high over the damp 
leaves covering the bank that slopes down 
to his house below.

“What a charge!” he exclaims upon 
landing. “Your turn, Zach.” Hall’s9-year- 
old son takes his swing, his usually 
straight blond-streaked hair ruffling in 
the wind.

“We’ve been doing this all day,” Hall 
admits with an impish grin. “We love 
it!”

Aside from his role as playmate/father 
for Zach, 4-year-old son Ethan, and 
11-year-old daughter Carey, Hall is direc­
tor of the Baptist Student Union at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville.

As many as 1,000 different students par­
ticipate in the various BSU activities at 
UT. As director, Hall is responsible for ad­
ministrative duties, the budget, the facili­
ties, and the overall program of the group. 
He also plans the annual spring SPOTS 
mission trips for the group.

He does much of his work from his of­
fice in the Baptist Student Center. The 
location of the center, between the Phi 
Kappa Psi fraternity house and the 
Catholic Student Center on Old Fraterni­
ty Row, is somewhat symbolic of Hall’s 
position.

“I have to interface with the adminis­
tration of a secular institution, communi­
cate with students, and communicate 
religious concerns,” says Hall. “I have to 
be able to speak the language of the 
church and of academia.”

Hall acquired his “academic vocabu­
lary” with his master’s and doctoral

Unprecedented input sought for Baptist hymnal content
NASHVILLE (BP)- A new Southern 

Baptist hymnal expected to reflect “un­
precedented input” from denominational 
members will be released by the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board in 1991.

Wesley Forbis, director of the board’s 
church music department and editor-in- 
chief of the hymnal, said a random sampl­
ing opinion research project will be 
conducted by the board’s research ser­
vices department.

Additional research questionnaires

Charlie Warren
Associate Editor
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degrees in administration and supervi­
sion, and during his term as associate 
director of international education, all at 
UT.

He accepted the position of associate. 
BSU director in 1976, and became direc­
tor a year later. He was dissatisfied with 
his previous responsibilities, as he ex­
plains, because, although they were 
necessary, they “didn’t help students.” 
Hall prefers his present role in campus 
ministry explaining, “I am in a position 
to help people unconditionally.”

Kent Spann, college and career minis­
ter at Calvary Baptist Church in Knox­
ville, attests to Hall’s success as a 
mediator.

“I’ve never heard a critical word about 
him,” says Spann, noting Hall’s compas­
sion for students and a genuine concern 
for their problems. “And he’s well-liked 
by the students.”

“It’s exciting to watch students ‘begin 
to breathe,’ ” says Hall. “By that I mean, 
to begin to grow and see the world and 
their religious faith in a new and perhaps 
more mature way.”

Hall encourages that growth when he 
can.

“He’s good at spotting new people and 
making them feel at home,” says gradu­
ate student Roger Hale.

BSU Campus Minister Bill Choate, who 
joined the staff in 1983, says Hall is “an 
outgoing, positive-thinking person who 
cares about people. He’s also a good 
sport.”

Along with Hall’s high regard for peo­
ple is a staunch refusal to take them too 
seriously.

“Bob has a habit of bringing up embar­
rassing things about you in front of as 
many people as possible,” says Hale.

distributed throughout the summer at 
Ridgecrest and Glorieta Baptist confer­
ence centers and through state music 
secretaries will provide “unprecedented 
input from the grass roots of Southern 
Baptists,” he said.

“Informally,” he added, “Southern Bap­
tists are encouraged to participate by sub­
mitting original hymns and by sending us 
their preferences in hymnal content.”

The hymnal is expected tc reflect “a 
unity in evangelistic message and the

Connie Davis
Assistant Editor

Mona Collett
Church News Assistant

FRIEND TO STUDENTS - Bob Hall, 
BSU director at the University of Ten­
nessee, Knoxville, talks with UT student 
Mark Waldron.

“I think he does it because he knows 
everybody really likes the attention, deep 
down, even though it’s embarrassing,” 
responds Choate.

Much of Hall’s infectious zest for life 
comes from the two years he and his wife 
spent as Southern Baptist missionary 
journeymen in Africa from 1972-74. Hall 
was headmaster for an educational com­
plex in Nairobi, Kenya. The two also 
worked to provide famine relief for a no­
madic tribe there.

“I remember waking up at 6 a.m. to 
find little boys going through our garbage 
outside, looking for food,” he reflects. 
“Dark, brooding images of hunger like 

diversity of worship practices that char­
acterize music in Southern Baptist church­
es,” Forbis said.

While similar questionnaires were used 
prior to publication of “Baptist Hymnal, 
1975,” the more extensive distribution of 
forms is expected to begin with pre- 
Southem Baptist Convention meetings 
this year.

Forbis also announced the selection of 
Terry W. York as hymnal project coor­
dinator. York has been a youth and adult 
music consultant and a literary design 
editor during his three years in the church 
music department. He holds the doctor of 
musical arts degree from New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary.

Publication of the hymnal will coincide 
with the 100th anniversary of the Sunday 
School Board and the 50th anniversary of 
the church music department.

Official unveiling of the hymnal is 
planned for March 11-14, 1991, during 
Praising n, a four-day celebration of the 
church music department’s jubilee. To be 
held in Nashville, PraiSing H will feature 
vocal and instrumental presentations by 
groups and soloists, along with mass con­
gregational singing. A similar event in­
troduced “Baptist Hymnal, 1975,” the last 
hymnal published by the Sunday School 
Board.

Forbis said theology of the new hymnal 
will be foremost in determining works for 
inclusion. A committee on theology and 
doctrine will be chosen, and the Baptist 
Faith and Message Statement will be the 
basis for textual decisions.

Forbis said there is no plan to rewrite 
texts to more frequently sung traditional 
hymns because of the desire “to preserve 
the historical cpntext in which they were

this affect you - change you. The whole 
experience helped me to feel life like I 
never had before.”

Of all the people in Hall’s life, “his fami­
ly comes first,” declares BSU secretary 
Ruth Adams. “Absolutely, no question.”

For Hall, it is a matter of priorities. 
“One of the greatest gifts God gives us is 
our family. It is important to set special 
moments away for my responsibilities as 
a father and husband,” he says.

Another “labor of love” Hall enjoys is 
working on his house. He and his wife 
built it seven years ago out of cut logs us­
ing materials they salvaged from various 
places and restored. The improvements 
he continues to add to his home provide 
him both physical activity and a sense of 
what he calls “closure,” which he says is 
a rare feeling in student ministry because 
people are “never quite finished.”

“With students it’s very painful because 
you have to say goodbye. That’s built into 
the system,” Hall comments.

Despite the drawbacks, Hall finds deep 
fulfillment in his profession.

“I think life grows as we spend it, as we 
give it away,” he says. “It’s so amazing 
to be a Christian and realize how sinful I 
am and how humble I ought to be com­
pared to God. But it’s so paradoxical 
because the God of the universe loves me, 
and at the same time I feel terribly hum­
ble and unworthy, I also feel incredibly 
special and gifted and unique.”

As daylight slowly fades, Bob Hall gives 
a nod and a wave in the growing shadows 
of the trees surrounding his front yard. 
Then, with a few quick steps and a hop, 
he plunks a basketball through the net on 
a pole beside his graveled driveway.
Editor’s note: Mark Hall, a student a 
UT, is not related to Bob Hall.

written, preserve our Christian heritage, 
and to avoid imposing forced and ar­
tificial poetic structure.”

Hymns, both text and music, will be 
selected from all major historical periods 
and from today’s hymn writers.

Content is expected to come from 
published hymnals, song books, excerpts 
of larger musical works, adaptations, folk 
music, newly created materials, various 
mission fields, unsolicited manuscripts, 
and commissioned works.

Librarians organize 
SBC-wide association

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)- Librar- 
ians and archivists from across the South­
ern Baptist Convention have organized 
the Southern Baptist Library Association. 
Meetings of the organization, which began 
informally in 1979, will be held annually 
to share professional interests and pursue 
common goals relating to the collection, 
preservation, and management of 
libraries and archives.

Officers are Irvin Murrell, Campbells­
ville College, president; Tony Coursey, 
SBC Home Mission Board, vice-presi- 
dent/president elect; Myrta Garrett, 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, secretary; Janet Freeman, Mere­
dith College, treasurer; Jane Gressnickle, 
Grand Canyon College, newsletter editor; 
Edward Scott, Furman University, mem­
bership chairman; and Kathy Grenga, 
Belmont College, social chairman.

Membership is open to staff members 
of Southern Baptist affiliated libraries or 
archives. The next meeting will be April 
26-27.1988, .in Nashville.
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Letters ro the editor------------
Letters on any religion-subject are welcomed. 
Letters of over 300 words will not be used. Other 
letters may be shortened at the discretion of 
the editor. No unsigned letters will be printed, 
but writer’s name will be withheld for sufficient 
reason. Letters must contain complete address 
and telephone number. Letters must not make 
personal attacks on the character or integrity 
of individuals.

Fiddling
Dear editor:

What will Southern Baptists be in the 
years of the 2,000s? Still bickering, 
demanding a “perfect” denomination in 
an imperfect world? I think it would help 
both our beloved denomination and our 
beloved proclaimers of the Word if they’d 
begin to look at themselves as God’s indi­
vidual special instruments within a de­
nomination rather than as thousands of 
“Old Testament Jeremiahs and Isaiahs.”

The bedrock of faith remains in the 
hearts of those covered by the blood in all 
denominations - the spiritual church for

Personal
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer

We have a grapevine at our home. For 
the last three years, we haven’t had any 
grapes. The terrible winter we experi­
enced destroyed much of the vine. The 
drought of last year further hampered the 
growth.

This year, barring other detrimental 
events, we should have a few bunches.

As I have observed the struggles of the 
vine, I have looked with renewed interest 
to our Lord’s noble account of the parable 
of the vine as recorded in John 15:1-16. In 
a beautiful, meaningful way, it illustrates 
our relationship with Christ.

The account pictures a relationship be­
tween the believer and Christ. There is a 
oneness of the vine and the branches. The 
vine finds fruitage in the branches, the 
branches reaching for root in the vine. 
The vine can bear no fruit if it has no 
branches; the branches cannot live 
without the vine. Without the branches the 
vine is a fruitless pole; without the stem, 
the branches wither and die.

Also, there is an emphasis on resources. 
They are adequate. All the branch needs 
is in the vine. It does not go beyond the 
vine for anything. Our Lord puts at our 
command His unlimited resources, to be 
used according to our needs.

One other thought needs to be under­
lined and that is the result. The result is 
to be found in fruitbearing. The parable 
is described as the parable of the vine but 
could also be called the parable of the 
fruit. The recurring word throughout is 
“fruit.” Fruit is underscored eight times 
in John 15:1-16, “fruit,” “more fruit,” 
“much fruit,” “fruit that should remain.”

All of nature combines to produce fruit. 
The soil, the rains, the dew, the sunshine, 
the buds, the tendrils, the leaves, the blos­
soms all are needful to produce the 
grapes. I am convinced our Lord has 
placed many things here to help us bear 
fruit.

“Herein is My Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be My 
disciples” (John 15:8). “I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit” (John 15:16). 

which Christ died - not with the liberal 
view or the fundamental view.

I believe the uniqueness of Southern 
Baptists - built upon the bedrock of faith 
- is not the ministerial system nor the 
scholarly absolutes but rather it is their 
acceptance, devotion, and implementa­
tion of the Great Commission of Matthew 
28:19-20.

If the frailty of men acting as tools of 
Satan destroys this unction, the Lord will 
truly hold all of us, men and women, ac­
countable and none will hear His words, 
“well done.”

In our day of high tech and high level 
communications, Southern Baptists al­
most know too much, which makes it dif­
ficult if not impossible to accept God’s 
“umbrella” of understanding in its 
simplicity. He accepts we babes in the 
Lord right along with the “prophets” 
which means I don’t have to be on the 
“right side” for salvation just under the 
blood. I know my spiritual maturity is 
reflected by how I live with others and 
their relationship with God however they 
interpret it.

I really hope all the turmoil of the past 
25 years has produced procedures and 
policies that will help the denominational 
structure of the future. If not, surely 
everyone is “Adding while Rome burns.”

Grace H. Lee
501 Waterloo St.
Lawrenceburg,TN 38464

No official interpretation
Dear editor:

At the Inerrancy Conference at Ridge­
crest May 4-7,1 heard speculation in the 
corridor that there may be an effort at the 
Southern Baptist Convention this year to 
establish an “official” interpretation of 
Article I (Scriptures) of the Baptist Faith 
and Message Statement.

This speculation centered around the 
statement that the Bible “has ... truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its mat­
ter.”

There are many reasons why Southern 
Baptists, in my opinion, should not adopt 
or impose an “official” interpretation, in­
cluding the following:

1. If Southern Baptists believe that one 
has a right to interpret God-inspired 
Scriptures for himself or herself, they 
should also trust one to interpret a man­
made confession.

2. The quoted language has served Bap­
tists well since the New Hampshire Con­
fession first used it in 1833. It has served 
Southern Baptists well since the conven­
tion adopted it in 1925 and 1963, and reaf­
firmed it in 1981. For over 150 years there 
has been no “official” interpretation. We 

don’t need one now.
3. Any “official” interpretation would 

tend to supplant what it purports to ex­
plain, thus moving Southern Baptists 
away from our historic language to some 
new language.

4. As the convention stated in 1925 and 
1963, and reaffirmed in 1981, “confessions 
are only guides in interpretation,” and 
“the sole authority for faith and practice 
among Baptists is the Scriptures.” “Of­
ficial” interpretations take on a different 
character, it seems to me.

5. Southern Baptists should not go the 
way of Roman Catholicism in establishing 
an “official” interpreter of the Bible - 
the magisterium, consisting of bishops, 
with the pope as the ultimate interpreter. 
If we perceive error in Roman Catholi­
cism’s way of pursuing truth, we should 
avoid moving toward anything which re­
quires “official” interpreters or, ultimate­
ly, one interpreter.

G. Hugh Wamble
5001 North Oak Street Trafficway 
Kansas City, MO 64118

Watch out, McBeth
Dear editor:

Isn’t Leon McBeth afraid if Southern 
Baptist men turned a lot of women loose 
on the church and world, like the procla­
mation of A. Lincoln turned loose all those 
“sub-human” blacks on society, that even 
God might live to regret it?

How can a male, Southern Baptist his­
torian, paid from SBC gifts, dare read 
history with such an objective and unbi­
ased slant? Doesn’t he know that there is 
only one way to interpret the Word — the 
way the current party says — and he is 
way off base from that party? He will, no 
doubt, be picked off and thrown out.

I think for the male leadership in South­
ern Baptist life to be consistent to the 
selective, literal interpretation of Scrip­
ture, they should, in fact, do as Marc Mul­
linax suggested in a letter printed several 
weeks ago: “Muzzle every female who 
enters the door of the church building.”

Come on, guys; this is getting serious. 
Appoint a committee, call a meeting, 
make an announcement, send money.

Ben W. Bledsoe
394 North McNeil
Memphis, TN 38112

A woman's place
Dear editor:

Hooray for Leon McBeth! It is high 
time somebody spoke up for the women 
of our Lord’s church.

I’ve been saying for years there would 

be no Southern Baptist missions and, in 
fact, no Southern Baptist Convention ex­
cept for the women. I am nobody anyone 
would listen to, but Brother McBeth is.

I hope at least some of our women will 
listen and take heart. However, I do not 
believe our ladies are really interested in 
recognition or places of honor. Our Bap­
tist men have those items pretty well 
filled. Our men are no different than 
James and John prior to the crucifixion. 
We like to boss and receive honor from 
men. The ladies will receive their rewards 
in heaven. Those will really count.

I began to change my mind about 
women when God led me to a study of 
women in the Bible. I discovered that a 
lot of preaching I’d heard against women 
in the Bible, such as Eve and Rebekah, 
was not true, but rather man’s opinion. I 
think there is much misunderstanding of 
things Paul says of women in the Bible.

Just once I’d like to see all the ladies 
stay home on Sunday morning and see 
what a mess the men would make of Sun­
day School and church.

J. W. Glass
1025 Hillcrest
Lenoir City, TN 37771

That's not chicken
Dear editor:

I believe just about everything the 
Southern Baptist Alliance is saying in 
their mailouts these days, and one thing 
more. I believe the Bible is the inerrant 
Word of God.

I am for manuscript research. I am for 
any honest effort to get us back as close 
as possible to the original manuscripts; 
but having done our best at that, I think 
we had best lock in there and treat that 
book as divine authority, to be obeyed, not 
explained away.

I am a conservative. My more moder­
ate brethren of the Southern Baptist Alli­
ance are just as guilty as I of having a 
“theory about the Bible.” Their theory 
leaves some doubt as to whether the Bible 
in all its parts is really the reliable Word 
of God. My theory leaves me with no 
doubt that, in all its parts, the Bible is the 
reliable, authoritative, inerrant Word of 
God. That is my concept of THE BOOK 
from which I preach.

I cannot “gather around the Bible 
itself” in unity with those whose theory 
about the Bible lessens the authority of 
the Bible any more than I would enjoy a 
good chicken supper in unity with breth­
ren who had stuffed the chicken with 
sauerkraut. That’s not chicken to me!!

Don Strother
219 University Parkway 
Johnson City, TN 37601

Holston association hosts 
Gatlinburg youth retreat

More than 40 churches in the Holston 
Baptist Association were represented as 
1,100 youth and their leaders attended the 
annual youth gathering sponsored by the 
association.

The third annual spring youth retreat 
was held April 24-26, in Gatlinburg.

The retreat was led by a team from 
Buchanan, Mich. Larry Roberts, an il­
lusionist, entertained on Friday evening.

Topics relating to spiritual development 
were covered in Saturday morning 
seminars.

Ike Rheighard, an evangelist from Fay­
etteville, Ga., and Steve Green, recipient 
of the 1987 Dove Award for outstanding 
male vocalist, have been enlisted for next 
year’s retreat.

The retreat is planned each year by 
Holston’s youth council. Pete Tackett is 
youth director and Tai Thompson is direc­
tor of missions.
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Senior adult event
By Terri Lackey Photos by Jim Veneman

brings cries for more
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) - The final day of the 

first Southern Baptist Senior Adult Convention left par­
ticipants wanting more, while sponsors could not prom­
ise when a second convention would be held.

‘‘About 10,000 of you have asked us where next year’s 
senior adult convention will be held,” Bill Howse, a 
senior adult consultant in the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board family ministry department, told the 
group that swelled to about 14,000 by the third and final 
day of the event.

“We can offer you annual senior adult chautauquas 
and cruises, but it will be awhile before we can assem­
ble this many again. Now I just hope security will un­
lock a back door for me so I can get out,” Howse 
quipped.

The senior adults, whose combined ages exceeded

AMONG THE OLDEST - One of the oldest par­
ticipants in the senior adult convention in Fort Worth, 
Texas, was 98-year-old Lillian Henry of Arcadia, La,, 
who talked with Horace Kerr of the Sunday School 
Board's family ministry department. Kerr was conven­
tion coordinator.

GRANDPARENTING — Hilda Sommers of Laurel, 
Miss., found time for her grandson, Daniel Sommers 
of Hurst, Texas, during time off from the Southern 
Baptist Senior Adult Convention held in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

1-million years, not only survived the three-day event 
with relatively few mishaps but also arrived early to 
get good seats for each of the four sessions.

A nurse located at the convention center emergency 
first aid station said several came in just to sit and rest, 
“but they were mostly the younger people.”

The convention was highlighted with music, inspira­
tional sermons, reports from seven SBC agencies, a 
western-style barbecue attended by more than 6,000 
people, and a special appearance by Christian enter­
tainer Jerry Clower, who praised the optimism of the 
senior adults attending the event.

“Just seeing you here lets me know you’re stamping 
out negativism,” Clower told the group. “Some of y’all 
have come a far piece, and you’ve done filled this cotton­
pickin’ place slap dab up.”

Horace Kerr, manager of the family ministry depart­
ment’s senior adult section and final speaker, told con­
ventioneers they are “pioneers in the field of senior 
adult ministry.”

After naming significant changes seniors have seen 
in transportation, industry, communications, and med­
icine, Kerr said senior adults are also seeing changes 
in religion as churches step up their ministries with 
older adults.

Because people are living longer than ever before, 
Kerr said, present-day senior adults must set an exam­
ple in lifestyle: “There is no social structure out there. 
You are pioneers in social values and retirement. You 
are teaching us how to live in retirement, and you’re 
succeeding.”

Kerr said an average 65-year-old male can expect to 
live another 15 years, while a female of the same age 
can expect to live an additional 18 years.

LAUGHTER — Alma Hickman (left) and Minnie 
Youngblood of First Baptist Church, Pryor, Okla., 
share a minute of laughter during a break in the pro­
gram at the first Southern Baptist Senior Adult Con­
vention held in Fort Worth, Texas.

TENNESSEE TRAVELERS — One of the two busloads 
of Tennesseans who attended the senior adult con­
vention in Fort Worth, Texas, enjoy the company of 
Gracie Stout (standing), a representative of All 
Seasons Travel, the company that coordinated the 
trip. Stout is also WMU director for Hamilton Coun­
ty Baptist Association.

“Your task has little direction; you must invent the 
ways,” Kerr said of senior adults who are guiding future 
generations in religious values and social ideals.

Earlier in the week, Jess Moody, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Van Nuys, Calif., told participants “the 
spiritual Holy Spirit power of senior citizens will bring 
a revival in this country that will blow the socks off the 
devil.”

“You’re the people who put the moral spine in this 
country,” he continued. “Sixty percent of all the moral 
power in America is in the people who are 60 years of 
age and older.

LARGE CROWD — More than 12,000 people at­
tended the first Southern Baptist Senior Adult Con­
vention at Tarrant County Convention Center in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

Jerry Clower praised senior adults for their optimism 
and stamina.
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Chop'ain loves boys. /ike a fafher
Editor’s note: This is the second 

of a two-part series on chaplaincy 
work in Tennessee to support the 
conventionwide emphasis on the 
ministries of Southern Baptist 
chaplains during the month of 
May. In Tennessee, 68 Home Mis­
sion Board endorsed chaplains 
currently minister, and in the 
United States, 1,778 currently 
serve.

By Connie Davis
Floyd Key is a dad at home and at work. 
“We’re just raising kids here,” pro­

posed Chaplain Key, referring to the 173 
boys currently at the John S. Wilder 
Youth Development Center near 
Somerville.

As he crosses the campus, a teen-ager 
waves at the chaplain and proclaims, 
“I’m going home, chaplain.”

In the cafeteria, the chaplain stops to 
ask a young man how his high school foot­
ball team at home is doing. Then he 
thanks one of the kitchen workers for the 
pecan pie served that day.

On his way to his office in the chapel, 
a line of boys is slowed by one member 
who announces to the chaplain that he 
finally got his clothes from home.

The chaplain jests with a young man 
who stops in the school hallway to explain 
that they sent him back for a crime he 
didn’t commit. The pat on the back and 
smile from his friend seem to be what the 
boy expected from Key.

The boys are sent to the state-operated 
center, which is one of five in the state, 
by juvenile court. They range from about 
12-17 years of age.

A father’s understanding 
“They’re not born delinquent.” Key ex­

plained, but are the victims of “conditions 
and circumstances over which they have 
no control whatsoever except for that 
choice they made” to break the law.

Many get so involved with their peers 
that they don’t have “much choice there 
either.” adding that parents are not 
always to blame and that sometimes 
teachers and school officials just “don’t 
like the child.”

One boy, who stuttered, indicated that 
his mother banned him from the house 
because she thought he was crazy. He 
lived in an abandoned school bus and 
broke the law by stealing food.

The chaplain noted that often the staff 
team, which includes a counselor, dor­
mitory superintendent, and classroom 
teacher, decides that although the child 
is ready to be released, he should remain 
rather than deal with a negative home 
situation.

Often the boys arrive “smiling from ear 
to ear,” because they are returning to the 
center, said Key. “He wouldn’t admit that 
his home life is not good. It may be hell 
on earth, but it’s his.”

One young man admitted that he stole

EXERCISING — The recreation program at the center includes basketball, 
volleyball, and other competitive games, arts and crafts, exercise, weight train­
ing, table games, and swimming.

SHARING INFORMATION — Chap­
lain Key tells a staff member at another 
youth development center in the state 
about a volunteer program.

HIS APPROACH — The chaplain often 
sits on the arm rest of a pew as he 
speaks to the boys during a service in 
the chapel.

a lawnmower so he would be sent back to 
the center after he went home to check on 
his family.

Since Key began serving the center in 
1972, the crimes committed by the 
children have changed from shoplifting 
an apple and skipping school to offenses 
committed by adults, he reported.

“I don’t believe in coddling criminals, 
but I don’t believe in abusing children, 
either.”

A father’s help
“The love of God can reach them,” he 

declared, even though the obstacles are 
“heartbreaking.”

Chaplain Key suggested that the big­
gest problem of the boys is a lack of self­
discipline, but he believes that it stems 
from a lack of self-respect.

When he asked a youngster to rank how 
he felt about himself on a scale of 1-10, the 
boy did not hesitate before answering one, 
Key stated.

To meet this need, he initiated a 
grievance process for the youth. The boy 
and an advocate present the grievance to 
center officials and receive a response.

Because many chose the chaplain as an 
advocate, it took a lot of his time, but he 
believes it was worth it. Now a staff 
member has been assigned to serve as the 
advocate, Key reported.

One youngster’s grievance was 
especially funny. Key remembers. He 
complained about the food. He had gained 
12 lbs. though he had been at the center 
for less than two months.

In addition to self-respect, the boys need 
direction, observed the chaplain.

During a chapel service, a boy was talk­
ing out loud. Key stopped speaking and 
asked him if he knew that persons were 
to listen and not talk during the service. 
The boy replied that he didn’t and rarely 
missed a service after the incident.

Key proudly reported that the weekly 
Sunday morning service is attended by 
more than half of the center’s population 
and that “life-changing experiences” oc­
cur nearly every Sunday.

The administration considers chapel at­
tendance important to a boy’s rehabilita­
tion and allows the chaplain to file a good 
incident report on boys that miss only one 
service each month.

Most boys sign a very detailed request 
form for a Bible. The form states that it 
is their responsibility to read the Bible 
daily and maintain its constant care. It 
also states that they promise not to abuse 
it or allow anyone else to abuse it, not to 
give it away, sell it, or make it easy for 
someone to steal it.

The chaplain also has good response to 
individual Bible lessons. Because the boys 

PASTOR'S OTHER JOB — Pastor Jim Douglas of Shaw's Chapel Baptist Church 
in Brownsville teaches full-time in the center's school.

turn them in for grading and he returns 
them, it enables him to personally contact 
many of the boys.

The boys also respond to special oppon 
tunities to learn. The chaplain works with 
volunteers who lead a language skills 
class and a Bible study.

The father’s family
The work of volunteers is essential to 

his work, Chaplain Key explained. They 
can teach students < like ZUla Hawkins of 
First Baptist Church. Somerville, who 
helps lead the language skills class.

They can participate in chapel str- 
vices, or lead special studies like John 
Bramlett, a deacon at Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, who leads a Bible 
study for the boys twice a month.

They can sponsor a special event like 
the Woman’s Missionary Union of First 
Baptist Church, Somerville, which holds 
a monthly birthday party for the boys who 
have birthdays that month.

The chaplain proudly reported that one 
Baptist pastor who did volunteer work at 
the center is currently employed as a 
counselor.

Key knows most of the 132 staff 
members, and he claims them as “fami­
ly,” explaining that they do not come and 
go like the boys. One of the most difficult 
experiences during his work at the center 
was ministering to the staff and the fami­
ly of the center’s young coach, who 
drowned in an accident.

Tennessee Baptists can also help him 
by supplying the Good News Bible. He 
gives about 600 of them to the boys every 
year.

He tries to supply clothing and a pre­
release gift that includes personal items 
like a comb, toothbrush, and toothpaste, 
and school supplies such as a pencil and 
paper.

The center also needs support for a 
special fund that provides bus fare for 
boys whose family cannot transport them 
home.

A father’s commitment
Though the chaplain faces violence and 

the emotional stresses of his work every 
day, “I know I love it,” he exclaimed.

He had been a pastor for 20 years when 
the state government’s chaplaincy sec­
tor found out that he had worked with 
prison inmates and asked him to consider 
working at the center.

Key said he felt that he had accom­
plished little with the inmates, but visited 
the Wilder Youth Development Center.

He saw a group of “bedraggled” young 
boys on a smoke break and decided that 
“if anybody in this world needs 
somebody, these kids do.”

By his actions, he still believes that.
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Programs set for SBC-relafed meetings
Southern B< 

expands to t 
ST. LOUIS (BP) - An expanded format 

and new speakers will greet participants 
in the Southern Baptist Forum, to be held 
June 14-15 in Kiel Auditorium in St. Louis. 

The forum traditionally is held im­
mediately prior to the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting, which this 
year is June 16-18 in St. Louis. Previous­
ly the forum has had just one Monday 
afternoon meeting, but this year’s event 
will be comprised of sessions Sunday

Church musicians
ST. LOUIS (BP) - An array of sounds will 
greet musicians from across the Southern 
Baptist Convention when they convene 
June 13-15.

About 1,000 musicians are expected to 
participate in the Southern Baptist 
Church Music Conference, to be held at 
First Baptist Church of Ellisville, Mo., a 
St. Louis suburb.

Harry L. Cowan, conference president 
and minister of music at First Baptist 
Church of New Orleans, La., explained 
that the organization’s constituency 
necessitates the length of its three-day 
conference. Cowan said: “We try to min­
ister to three groups - those who work in 
local churches, those who work for the 
denomination and those who work for 
educational institutions. We are trying to 
meet the needs of all of our musicians 
through these divisional meetings and 
through three simultaneous conferences 
on choral technique, organ and children’s 
choirs.”

Graded church choirs, orchestras, 
handbells, college, seminary and men’s 
choirs, and clinicians will perform.

A key feature of the conference will be 
a panel discussion on “Perspectives on 
Music in the Church Worship Services.” 
It will feature ministers of music from 
five Southern Baptist churches and will be 
moderated by William L. Hooper, dean of 
the Casebolt School of Fine Arts at South­
west Baptist University’ in Bolivar, Mo.

The conference also will include mini­
recitals by Cynthia Clawson, vocalist 
from Louisville, Ky.; Steve Amerson, 
vocalist from Van Nuys, Calif.; Greg 
Buchanan, harpist from Fresno, Calif.; 
Boyd Jones, organist from Louisville; and 
Warren Angell, pianist from Shawnee, 
Okla.

Two commissioned anthems by Vicki 
Hancock Wright, arranger and composer 
from Nashville, and John Purifoy, com­
poser and arranger from Knoxville, will 
be premiered.

Participants also will hear non-musical 
presentations by Joel Gregory, pastor of 
Travis Avenue Baptist Church in Fort 
Worth, and Wade Rowatt, associate dean 
of the school of theology at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 
yho will speak on stress.
' Charles S. Gatwood, retired music 
secretary for the Baptist State Convention 
of North Carolina, and Eugene F. Quinn, 
music secretary for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, will receive honorary mem­
berships in the organization. The late 
Thad Roberts Jr., former minister of 
music at South Main Baptist Church in 
Houston, Texas, will receive the W. Hines 
Sims Award.

iptist Forum 
iree sessions
evening, June 14, and Monday morning 
and afternoon, June 15, said Charles 
Wade, forum chairman and pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Arlington, Texas.

The convention’s breadth and depth of 
speakers made the expanded format 
necessary, Wade said. “Those of us who 
have been working on the forum felt the 
availability of many Southern Baptist 
pastors, professors, and laypersons 
whom Southern Baptists need and want 
to hear required an expanded program,” 
he explained.

Forum planners followed through on 
that idea by creating a completely new 
lineup of forum preachers, added Ken­
neth Chafin, a forum organizer and pro­
fessor of preaching at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky.: 
“We have all new speakers. This is a 
great big denomination with a lot of 
talent. We think this denomination is too 
big and rich in talent to go down there and 
hear the same people. We can use dif­
ferent people every year for the next 20 
years and not exhaust the possibilities.”

Speakers are Roy L. Honeycutt, presi­
dent of Southern seminary; Don Ader- 
hold, pastor of Columbia Drive Baptist 
Church, Decatur, Ga.; Rosalyn Smith 
Carter, wife of former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter of Plains, Ga.; James Slat­
ton, pastor of River Road Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Va.; Nancy Hastings Sehes- 
ted, associate pastor of Oakhurst Baptist 
Church, Decatur, Ga.;

Also Oswald Hoffman, preacher for 
“The Lutheran Hour” from St. Louis; 
Fisher Humphreys, professor of theology 
at New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary; John Hewett, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Asheville, N.C.; Lavonn 
Brown, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Norman, Okla.; and Winfred Moore, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church, Amarillo, 
Texas.

Musicians are Jim Davis, minister of 
music at First Baptist Church of Tulsa; 
Ron Boud, professor of church music at 
Southern seminary; and Cynthia Claw­
son, concert artist from Louisville.

“Uniting All Things in Christ” will be 
the theme for the event. “We hope to show 
that Southern Baptists have an enormous 
amount of variety in them” in terms of 
such factors as geography, size of church­
es, approaches to worship, and gender of 
leaders, Chafin said. “We are hoping 
there will be a wholesome awareness that 
we are all different yet united.

“We want to provide fellowship for peo­
ple in support of theological education and 
home and foreign missions,” he added. 
“We want to be an island of affirmation 
and encouragement to people who have 
not found that in recent years.”

Baptists for Life
Southern Baptists for Life, an organiza­

tion of Southern Baptists interested in 
restoring legal protection to the lives of 
the unborn, will be holding its third annual 
meeting on June 17 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Embassy Suites Hotel Ballroom in down­
town St. Louis.

All persons interested in the Southern 
Baptist right-to-life effort are invited to 
attend.

State convention 
presidents

JACKSON, Miss. (BP) - Southern Bap­
tist state convention presidents will meet 
at 5 p.m. June 15 at the Missouri Athletic 
Club in downtown St. Louis.

The meeting will include a meal, discus­
sion of common problems and solutions 
within state Baptist conventions, and 
prayer time.

The group, which also meets during the 
February and September meetings of the 
Southern Baptist Executive Committee in 
Nashville, began in 1985, when the presi­
dents gathered for a prayer retreat to see 
what they could do to help bring about 
reconciliation within the SBC. From the 
prayer retreat came the idea for the SBC 
Peace Committee, charged with seeking 
solutions to the theological/political con­
troversy within the convention.

SWBTS alumni
FORT WORTH, Texas - A reunion of 

alumni and friends of Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, will be held at the annual noon 
luncheon on June 17 at the Sheraton Hotel 
in downtown St. Louis, Mo.

The program will include a report of the 
1986-87 year, presentation of distinguished 
alumni awards, testimonies, and special 
music.

Tickets cost $12.50 per person if ordered 
by mail or $15 for unsold tickets pur­
chased at the seminary booth in the con­
vention exhibit area. Ticket orders should 
be sent to John Seelig at the seminary, 
P.O. Box 22000, Fort Worth, TX 76122, 
along with a self-addressed stamped 
envelope.

Campus ministers
ST. LOUIS (BP) - Campus ministers 

from across the country will focus on the 
relationship between their spiritual 
journeys and their ministries to college 
students during the annual meeting of the 
Association of Southern Baptist Campus 
Ministers June 14-15 in St. Louis.

The meeting, which will be held in the 
Mayfair Hotel in downtown St. Louis, is 
expected to attract from 75 to 100 campus 
ministers.

Keynote speeches will be delivered by 
E. Glenn Hinson, professor of church his­
tory at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky.; Scott 
Walker, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Charleston, S.C.; and Temp Sparkman, 
professor of religious education and 
church administration at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kansas 
City, Mo.

Another feature will be stories of in­
dividual spiritual journeys, by Fred Wit­
ty, Baptist Student Union director at East 
Tennessee State University in Johnson 
City; Milt Hughes, editor of The Student 
magazine, published by the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School Board in Nashville; 
and Raye Nell Dyer, BSU director at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston.

The conference also will include time 
for campus ministers from similar situa­
tions to compare their ministries and 
share ideas.

Directors 
of missions

ST. LOUIS (BP)- Southern Baptist 
associational missions directors will ex­
amine how their local organizations help 
churches reach America for Christ dur­
ing their annual meeting June 14-15 in St. 
Louis.

The 26th annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Conference of Directors of Mis­
sions, is expected to draw about 400 per­
sons to the St. Louis Park Terrace Airport 
Hilton.

Six presentations by directors of mis­
sions, who will describe specific facets of 
their work, will include “Building Fellow­
ship in the Association,” Jim Joslin, 
Green County Baptist Association, Spring­
field, Mo.; “Building Pastor/Staff Rela­
tionships,” Jim Smithwick, Columbia 
(S.C.) Metropolitan Baptist Association; 
“Ministering to Churches in Conflict,” 
Richard Hubble, Saline Baptist Associa­
tion, Harrisburg, Ill.; “Ministering to 
Churches in Transition,” Nolan Johnston, 
New Orleans (La.) Baptist Association; 
“Involving Laity in Ministry,” David 
Holden, Puget Sound Baptist Association, 
Federal Way, Wash.; and “Ministering to | 
Ethnics,” David F. D’Amico, Metropoli- | 
tan New York Baptist Association.

The conference will also include ad­
dresses by William M. Pinson Jr., ex- | 
ecutive director of the Baptist General I 
Convention of Texas in Dallas, two Bible I 
studies by Robert Hamblin, vice-presi- I 
dent for evangelism at the Southern Bap­
tist Home Mission Board in Atlanta, Ga., 
and a presentation by Mildred McWhort­
er, director of the Baptist Mission Center 
in Houston, Texas.

Ministers' wives
ST. LOUIS (BP) - Susan Baker, wife of 

U.S. Treasury Secretary James Baker, 
will speak to the 31st annual Conference 
of Southern Baptist Ministers’ Wives 
luncheon on June 16 in St. Louis.

The luncheon will be held at 12:15 p.m. 
in the ballroom of the Sheraton Hotel. Ad­
vance tickets will cost $12 and may be 
ordered from Karen Hayner, 203 White­
hall Way, Cary, N.C. 27511. Each order 
should be accompanied by ticket payment 
and a stamped, self- addressed envelope. 
Tickets purchased at the convention will 
cost $14.

GGBTS alumni
MILL VALLEY, Calif. - Tickets may 

now be ordered for the 1987 Alumni and 
Friends Luncheon of Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, 
Calif., to be held June 17 at 1 p.m. in the 
Promenade Ballroom of the Adam’s 
Mark Hotel in downtown St. Louis, Mo. '

Advance tickets for the luncheon are $14 
each if ordered by May 29. Tickets pur­
chased at the seminary exhibit during the 
SBC will be $17 each. To order tickets in 
advance, send payment to the seminary’s 
alumni office, Strawberry Point, Mill 
Valley, CA 94941-3197. Checks should be 
made payable to the Golden Gate Semi­
nary Alumni Association.

William O. Crews, president of GGBTS, f 
will be the featured speaker. In addition, 
the alumnus of the year and meritorious 
service award commendations will be 
presented.
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Women In Ministry
ST. LOUIS (BP)- Southern Baptist 

Women in Ministry will focus on visions 
of healing in a broken world during the 
organization’s fifth annual meeting in St. 
Louis June 13-14.

The purpose of the meeting is to provide 
“encouragement, because of our denomi­
national situation and world situation in 
general. We think all Baptists need en­
couragement,” said Irene Vinyard Ben­
nett, public relations chairperson for the 
organization and minister of education 
and youth at Evans (Ga.) Baptist Church.

The opening morning session on June 13 
will be on informal worship service led by 
Catherine Meeks, a lay preacher, and 
instructor and director of the Afro-Ameri­
can studies program at Mercer Universi­
ty in Atlanta.

In the afternoon conferees will par­
ticipate in a variety of workgroups.

Workgroup topics are practice of peace­
making, reconciling the races, Jesus as 
the wounded healer, a theology of the 
household, constructive use of anger, 
poverty in America, global poverty, 
clergy couples, the “fire that refines,” 
Bread for the World, prison ministry, 
parenting for peace and justice, healing 
for abused women, the status of women 
in the Southern Baptist Convention, a new 
humanity from a feminist perspective, 
Baptist heritage, women’s contributions 
in healing, using vocation in the healing 
process, contemplative prayer, balance in 
life, strategies for meditation, and faith 
development.

A worship service Sunday morning, 
June 14, will be led by Lynda Weaver- 
Williams of Richmond, Va., former co­
pastor with her husband, Sammy, of 
Goshen (Ky.) Baptist Church.

In addition, participants will eat an 
“agape meal” Saturday evening, featur­
ing music by Darrell Adams, Christian 
songwriter and performing artist from 
Louisville, Ky.

A Saturday evening service will feature 
the Voices of Faith Choir from Faith Tem­
ple Baptist Church in Waterloo, Iowa; ex­
cerpts from the new musical, “Rubies,” 
by gospel artist Cynthia Clawson and her 
husband, Ragan Courtney, professor of 
church music at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville and com­
poser of the musical; and testimony by 
Vernon Davis, associate professor of 
Christian theology at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, 
Mo., and his daughter, Carol Davis- 
Younger of Paoli, Ind., describing how 
they related to her call to ministry.

Saturday meetings will be held at Kirk­
wood (Mo.) Baptist Church in suburban 
St. Louis, and the Sunday service will be 
held at the Clarion Hotel in downtown St. 
Louis.

For preregistration, send conference 
fees to Rebecca Turner Lawson, c/o Kirk­
wood Baptist Church, 211 N. Woodlawn 
Ave., Kirkwood, MO 63122. Registration 
checks should cover all applicable con­
ference fees: the conference, $7; Satur­
day lunch, $3; and Saturday dinner, $5.

MWBTS alumni
KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Alumni and 

friends of Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary In Kansas City, Mo., will gather 
for the school’s annual luncheon and 
meeting at the Days Inn Hotel in St. Louis, 
Mo., at 12:45 p.m. on June 17.

Luncheon tickets are available from the 
seminary’s alumni office, 5001 North Oak 
Street Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64118. 
Cost of the tickets is $10 in advance and 
$12 in the convention exhibit area.

SEBTS alumni
WAKE FOREST, N.C. - The annual 

luncheon and meeting of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C., will be held at the Adam’s 
Mark Hotel in downtown St. Louis, Mo., 
at 1:00 p.m. on June 17.

Tickets may be obtained from the semi­
nary’s alumni office. Wake Forest, NC 
27587. They are $12 per person and $8 for 
an accompanying spouse or child. De­
pending on advance sales, tickets may 
also be available at the seminary’s exhibit 
at the convention.

Religious educators
ST. LOUIS (BP) - Religious educators 

from across the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion will focus on interpersonal relation­
ships when they meet in St. Louis June 
13-15.

The Southern Baptist Religious Educa­
tion Association annual meeting will be 
held at the Omni International Hotel.

“We’re going to deal with interpersonal 
relationships. This is a time when a lot of 
people on church staffs are hurting,” said 
Lloyd Householder, the association’s 
president and assistant vice-president for 
communications at the SBC Sunday 
School Board in Nashville.

This issue will be the subject of two ad­
dresses by Wayne Oates, professor of 
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the 
University of Louisville in Louisville, Ky.: 
“Disorders of Character: A Challenge to 
Religious Educators,” an elective semi­
nar on June 13, and “Freely Give ... 
Freely Receive” on June 14.

Other major conference speakers will 
include:

—Calvin Miller, author and pastor of 
Westside Baptist Church in Omaha, Neb., 
who will speak on “Christ: Our Model as 
Educators.”

-Pollster George Gallup Jr., president 
of the American Institute of Public Opi­
nion in Princeton, N.J., who will address 
“Religion in Our Changing World.”

-Reginald M. McDonough, executive 
director of the Baptist General Associa­
tion of Virginia, will describe Directions 
2000, the plan for implementing the de­
nomination’s missions and evangelism 
goals through the end of the century.

The conference also will feature panel 
discussions using the staffs urban and 
primarily rural churches.

Registration for the annual meeting is 
free to SBREA members. Registration for 
the premeeting seminar featuring Oates 
is $25 for members and $50 for non-mem- 
bers. Reservations for an evening ban­
quet on June 15 are $18.50 per person.

Preregistration for all events is neces­
sary. To register, make checks payable 
to SBREA and write to SBREA, 8218 
Alamo Rd., Brentwood, TN 37027.

NOBTS alumni
NEW ORLEANS, La. - The annual 

luncheon for alumni and friends of New 
Orleans (La). Baptist Theological Semi­
nary will be held at 12:45 p.m. June 17 at 
the Clarion Hotel in St. Louis, Mo.

Seminary President Landrum P. Lea- 
vell II will speak, and Joe McKeever, 
alumni association president, will be 
luncheon moderator.

Also, two persons will be honored as 
distinguished alumni.

Tickets are $15 per person, $12 if pur­
chased by mail by June 1. For more 
information, contact the seminary’s na­
tional alumni office, 3939 Gentilly Blvd., 
New Orleans, LA 70126.

Southern seminary trustees 
affirm Glorieta commitments

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP)- Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary trustees 
overwhelmingly approved a report detail­
ing the response of the seminary faculty 
to commitments set forth last fall by the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s six semi­
nary presidents.

Meeting in annual session on the semi­
nary campus, April 27-29, trustees voted 
51 to 1 with two abstentions to approve a 
lengthy report detailing specific plans for 
implementation of the Glorieta State­
ment.

Last fall, during a prayer retreat at­
tended by the SBC Peace Committee and 
leaders of all national convention agen­
cies, the presidents of the six seminaries 
issued a statement which has come to be 
known as the Glorieta Statement and 
which set forth specific commitments 
related to resolving the crisis in the de­
nomination.

The statement says Christianity is 
supernatural, the Bible is “not errant in 
any area of reality,” and pledges to ad­
dress “legitimate concerns” in the con­
vention.

It commits the seminaries to fairness 
and balance in teaching and selection of 
faculty, compliance by faculty members 
to the seminaries’ confessional state­
ments, and continued emphasis on spiri­
tual growth, evangelism, and missions on 
the seminary campuses.

Another commitment was to hold a 
series of three conferences on Biblical in­
errancy, Biblical interpretation, and 
Biblical imperatives. The first was held 
May 4-7 at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Con­
ference Center.

Southern’s report included a list of con­
servative scholars who have been invited 
to the campus as guest lecturers and 
visiting professors. “Conservative evan­
gelical scholars have not been represent­
ed as fully as they should have, and we’re 
moving to correct that imbalance,” Presi­
dent Roy L. Honeycutt said.

In response to a question about adding 
full-time faculty members, Honeycutt 
emphasized that as positions become 
available the seminary “will be adding 
qualified scholars from differing perspec­
tives.”

Honeycutt also assured trustees the ad­
ministration will continue to require all 
faculty to teach according to the Abstract 
of Principles, the seminary’s 1858 state­
ment of faith which is included in the 
school’s charter and is signed by all facul­
ty. “I have made it clear to the faculty 
that we will not support you if you deviate 
from the abstract,” he said.

In his report to the trustees, Honeycutt 
cited the “dynamic” spirit of renewal and 
spiritual growth on the campus illustrated 
by events such as the seminary’s fall 
revival and week-long World Missions 
Conference. At the close of the missions 
conference, more than 100 students made 
public commitments to missions service.

Trustees also addressed criticisms of 
public statements by two members of the 
faculty. They unanimously approved a 
report from the board’s academic person­
nel committee dealing with charges 
against ethics professor Paul Simmons 
for an article on abortion. In the article, 
written for a Baptist state paper, Sim­
mons had expressed opposition to the pro­
posed Human Life Amendment to the 
Constitution. After the article, appeared 
several individuals wrote Honeycutt de­
manding that Simmons be fired.

After long discussions, the committee 
adopted a statement that while the 
members were “not in unanimous accord 
with Dr. Simmons’ position on abortion as 
reflected in the article, we do unanimous­
ly concur with President Honeycutt that 
there are no grounds for dismissal of Dr. 
Simmons.”

During the full board meeting, trustees 
voted to add a sentence that the board 
“expresses its concern with Dr. Simmons’ 
position and requests the president to en­
courage him to moderate his public in­
volvement in this issue.”

In the closing miscellaneous business 
session, trustees also debated at length a 
motion from the floor expressing disap­
proval of recent comments by church 
history professor E. Glenn Hinson. In an 
address at Catholic University in Wash­
ington, Hinson declared the opposing 
sides in the denominational controversy 
are “hopelessly polarized” and that divi­
sion is now the best course.

After a vote to take a secret ballot was 
defeated overwhelmingly, trustees voted 
25 to 22 against the motion.

In other actions, trustees:
-Approved preliminary plans and cost 

estimates for construction of a campus 
center complex. The seminary will wait 
until all funds are either in hand or firm­
ly committed before breaking ground on 
the $12.6-million project, probably in the 
fall of 1988. The complex will include 
sports and recreational facilities, book­
store, cafeteria and banquet facilities, of­
fices. conference rooms, and a prayer 
chapel.

-Adopted a 1987-88 operating budget of 
nearly $13.6-million and a capital budget 
of $400,000.

-Adopted a 3 percent salary scale in­
crease for faculty and administrative 
staff and authorized the administration to 
grant a one-time bonus equal to one step 
on the salary scale to faculty and ad­
ministrative staff by taking funds from 
contingency reserves.

—Adopted a resolution reaffirming the 
board’s “commitment to peace and rec­
onciliation within the Southern Baptist 
Convention” and pledging its “continued 
prayers for the Peace Committee.”

—Received copies of “Pathway to 
Peace,” a one-page statement prepared 
by the Student Government Association in 
response to the crisis in the denomination. 
The appeal to peace and reconciliation 
was signed by hundreds of students dur­
ing the week before the trustee meeting.

University of Richmond 
gets $20-million gift

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- The Univer- 
sity of Richmond will receive a gift of 
$20-million to establish a center for 
leadership studies.

The gift, the second-largest in the 
school’s history, will be presented in two 
stages. Mr. and Mrs. Roger S. Jepson Jr. 
of Elmhurst, Hl., will provide $5-million 
this summer to go toward construction of 
a 65,000-square-foot building to house the 
proposed leadership studies center.

The Jepsons and an anonymous donor 
will provide an additional $15-million 
when the studies program has been creat­
ed and implemented.

i Jepson, a University of Richmond grad- 
. uate, is chairman ana chief executive of­
ficer of the Jepson Corp.



Moy 20, 1987Baptist and ReflectorPage 10

Singapore communications post 
lures Jim Newton from HMB

ATLANTA (BP)- Jim Newton, long­
time writer and editor for the Baptist 
Press, has been named director of com­
munications for the 
Lausanne Commit­
tee for World Evan­
gelization.

Newton, director of 
news and informa­
tion services for the 
Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, 
will be moving to 
Singapore in July to 
head communica­ Newton
tions for the broadly-based interdenomi­
national, international committee.

For the past two years, Newton, 51, has 
served as senior communications consul­
tant to the Lausanne Committee, developing 
a comprehensive international communi­
cations program leading up to an interna­
tional congress the committee will hold in 
Singapore in 1989.

His appointment was announced in 
Charlotte, N. C., by Thomas Wang, inter­
national director for the Lausanne Com­
mittee. At almost the same time, the 
Lausanne Committee announced a deci­
sion to move the site of its 1989 Interna­
tional Congress on World Evangelization 
from Lausanne, Switzerland, to Singa­
pore, in an effort to save an estimated 
$3-million in costs.

Last July, Evangelist Billy Graham, 
honorary chairman of the Lausanne Com­
mittee. had announced the 1989 congress 
would be held at the same location of the 
1974 international congress which gave 

movement it represents. Leighton Ford of 
Charlotte, Graham’s brother-in-law, is 
chairman of the 75-member committee. 
The international headquarters will be 
moving in June from Charlotte to Singa­
pore.

Paul Hall accepts 
associational role

Paul Hall, retired associate director of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention mis­
sions department, was elected interim 
director of missions of Lawrence County 
Association of Baptists at the biannual 
meeting April 13.

Frank Proffitt, former director of mis­
sions, moved to a similar role in Sevier 
County Baptist Association, Dec. 8,1986.

Hall, who began serving May 4, retired 
from the TBC Jan. 30.

The associational meeting was held at 
O.K. Baptist Church in Lawrenceburg.

Williams accepts ministry 
with Oak Grove church

Kent Williams began serving as pastor 
of Oak Grove Baptist Church, Covington, 
on May 3.

Coming to Covington from First Baptist 
Church, Cotton Plant, Ark., previous 
pastorates also include Antoine Baptist 
Church, Antoine, Ark.; and Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church, Howell, Ark. He 
also served as interim pastor of Fisher 
Baptist Church, Fisher, Ark.

Williams is a graduate of Southern Bap­
tist College in Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
Ouachita Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Ark., and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas.

Newton had served for seven months in 
1983 as news director for Graham’s Inter­
national Conference for Itinerant Evan­
gelists in Amsterdam, on special leave 
from the Home Mission Board.

In 1986, Newton was manager of the 
news room for the second such confer­
ence, called Amsterdam 86. Newton was 
also on the press staff for the first World 
Congress on Evangelism sponsored by 
Graham in Berlin, Germany, in 1966.

For the past 28 years, Newton has 
worked in various communications roles 
for the SBC Home Mission Board, the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission, the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee, and the Baptist Gen­
eral Convention of Texas.

He has been a staff writer and editor for 
Baptist Press bureaus in Dallas, Mem­
phis, and Atlanta, and was for eight years 
assistant director of the Baptist Press in. 
Nashville, 1965-73.

Before going to the Home Mission 
Board in 1980, Newton was editor of World 
Mission Journal published by the Brother­
hood Commission for eight years. He was 
press representative in Texas Baptists’ 
public relations office from 1959-65.

Newton and his wife, the former 
Patricia Tullos of Clinton, Miss., plan to 
purchase a home in Clinton, where Mrs. 
Newton’s family and their two daughters 
live. Mrs. Newton, a secretary in the 
church music department for the Georgia 
Baptist Convention, is a former editorial 
assistant for the Baptist Record in Missis­
sippi.

Volunteers prepare for disasters
GERMANTOWN - Twenty west Ten­

nesseans attended regional disaster relief 
training in Germantown, as a part of the 
five meetings being conducted across that 
state in which 57 persons have been 
trained. The final meeting will be at First 
Baptist Church in Dickson May 30.

The May 2 certification training at Ger­
mantown Baptist Church was led by Rob­
ert L. Armour, director of missions for 
Beulah Baptist Association, and spon­
sored by the Tennessee Baptist Conven­

NO DISASTER, JUST RAIN - John 
Cole (left) and his son, Alan, from 
Scenic Hills Baptist Church in Memphis 
found protection from the rain while
eating a meal prepared by the state 
disaster relief unit during training in 
Germantown.

VBS WORKER FOR 30 YEARS — Grace Hawkins, pictured with Roy Miller (left) 
and Bennie Creel (right), was presented a certificate of recognition by Miller, 
representing the Sunday School department of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
for her 30 years as Vacation Bible School director in Sweetwater Baptist Associa­
tion. Over 2,863 professions of faith have been recorded during that time, accord­
ing to Creel, director of missions for the association.

Belmont graduates 233 students
NASHVILLE - Phillip A. Cooley and 

Betty L. Siegel addressed the 233 gradu­
ating seniors during spring baccalaureate 
and commencement exercises at Belmont 
College May 9.

Cooley, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Gallatin, during the baccalaureate ad­
dress, said parents, educators, and 
friends have all dared to consider them­
selves “partners with God in (the) great 
equipping mission” of preparing the 
graduates to “journey forward in life.”

Siegel, president of Kennesaw College 

tion Brotherhood department. It involves 
both men and women volunteers.

“I’ve watched kids so hungry they’d 
just gobble the food up,” said Armour, 
who noted that the ministry meets 
physical and spiritual needs.

He has responded to disasters through­
out the Southeast and Midwest and 
reported that it takes a special person to 
minister through disaster relief, because 
one must be prepared psychologically, 
socially, physically, and spiritually.

Southern Baptist disaster relief efforts 
typically center on food preparation. 
Seventeen mobile feeding units are oper­
ated by state Brotherhood departments 
throughout the country.

The Tennessee disaster relief mobile 
unit was equipped in 1979. The main unit 
is capable of preparing over 5,000 meals 
per day. Additional feeding units are in 
Crossville, Oak Ridge, and Jamestown.

The ministry is funded partially by the 
Golden State Missions Offering.

Sullivan Baptists call 
Jesse Wooten as pastor

Jesse Wooten began his pastorate with 
Sullivan Baptist Church in Kingsport 
April 5.

Previous church pastorates include 
Biltmore Baptist Church, Elizabethton; 
Reservoir Road Baptist Church, 
Kingsport; Calvary Baptist Church, 
Palatka, Fla.; and First Baptist Church, 
Deleon Springs, Fla.

Denominational service includes serv­
ing as vice-moderator for Seminole 
Association in Deleon, Fla., and as 
evangelism chairman for St. Johns River 
Association in Palatka, Fla.

Wooten is a native of Wilder, Va. 

in Marietta, Ga., who spoke during com­
mencement exercises, warned the grad­
uates they were about to embark on an 
“odyssey of change.” She urged them to 
“believe your profession matters,” have 
“a real love for lifelong learning,” “have 
a strong belief in family,” and “give 
something back.”

Four Baptists received commencement 
awards. Joy Suzanne Smith of Nashville 
won two of the four awards.

Smith, one of Belmont’s first three 
Presidential Scholars, graduated at the 
top of her class with a 4.0 grade-point 
average to win the J. Frank Jarman 
Award for academic achievement. She 
became the first summa cum laude 
graduate to also receive the Kenneth B. 
Sidwell Sr. Award for “best all-around 
student.” Her father, Richard Smith, is 
pastor of Nashville’s Glendale Baptist 
Church.

Randal Edward Fry of Chattanooga, 
received the Alumni Association Award 
for Outstanding Senior as selected by the 
senior class. He is a member of Concord 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga.

Laura Ellen Peitso, of Dalton, Ga. 
received the Byrn Memorial Award given 
each year to a female student who has 
demonstrated exemplary service and 
loyalty to Belmont.

Among the honor graduates was Presi­
dential Scholar, Laurie May of Chattanoo­
ga. Her father, Herman May, is minister 
of music at Brainerd Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga.

M. Streeter to assist 
C-N campus minister

JEFFERSON CITY — Montrose A. 
Streeter has been promoted to the position 
of associate campus minister at Carson- 
Newman College, effective June 1. Street­
er will assist C-N Campus Minister Jim 
Wilson in programming and also will be 
involved in minority planning.

A native of Greenville, N.C., Streeter 
came to Carson-Newman in the fall of 1986 
to serve as campus ministries intern. He 
has been active in that position in involv­
ing minority students in the work of cam­
pus ministries and in other college 
activities. The BSU Gospel Choir was or­
ganized under his leadership.

Streeter is a graduate of Wake Forest 
University and Lees-McRae College. He 
also attended Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C.
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Increased food supply slows 
spread of hunger worldwide

HMB predicts 175,000 baptisms 
during 1990 simultaneous revival

By Tim Fields
WASHINGTON (BP) - The worldwide 

food supply has increased for the second 
consecutive year due to favorable weath­
er, expanded planting, price incentives, 
availability of fertilizer, and use of high- 
yielded plants, according to a new United 
Nations report.

The latest issue of Food Outlook, a pub­
lication of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, re­
ported “the 1986 cereal output is a record” 
and “cereal stocks will rise sharply in 
1986-87 for the third consecutive year.”

Contributing to the increased produc­
tion of cereals is a 2 percent rise in the ag­
gregate output in developing countries, 
where poverty and hunger are the great­
est. Much of the increased productivity is 
in Asia and Africa.

“The increased production for the sec­
ond successive year in Africa represents 
a sharp turn away from the famine con­
ditions of 1984-85,” said Robert Parham, 
director of hunger concerns for the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life Commission.

“Nine of the Sahelian countries which 
suffered profoundly from the hunger 
crisis are expected to have a 4 percent in­
crease over last year’s record harvest,” 
Parham noted.

According to the report, Burkina Faso, 
Chad, and Mali are among the countries 
forecast to reach new peaks in production. 
Ethiopia’s crop yields are projected to be 
40 percent better than in 1984 and 1985 but 
still below pre-drought levels. Cereal out­
put in Sudan is anticipated to exceed the 
1986 record, while Malawi and Zimbabwe 
are producing enough crops for export.

In Asia, the picture also is good. Rice 
production in both China and Bangladesh 
is expected to increase, while India’s rice 
crop is anticipated to fall about 5 percent 
from the record level in 1985. Turkey and

Tennessee couples 
work in Namibia

NAMIBIA, Africa - On Feb. 15, a 
church was started with the help of two 
Tennessee couples in this country, which 
has 1-million people, eight Southern Bap­
tist missionaries, 22 Baptist congrega­
tions, and 750 Baptists reported in 1986.

Missionary Carlos Owens reported that 
23 people met at the home of Adney and 
Velma Cross in Ongwediva. The Crosses 
are from Clarksville. Owens and his wife, 
Myrtice, who are church development ad­
visers for the area, also attended the 
meeting with Agustino Khumalo, a 
pastor. The Owens and Khumalo live in 
Tsumeb, about 200 miles south of 
Ongwediva. Owens is from Henry Coun­
ty in Tennessee.

Owens added that a Baptist man, 
Jesiah Shiwongo, who had recently 
retired from his work in a copper mine in 
Tsumeb and moved to his farm not too far 
from Ongwediva, also attended the 
meeting with his family.

“Those present showed great en­
thusiasm and excitement and committed 
themselves to meeting regularly and to 
the establishing of Baptist churches in the 
area,” noted Owens.

The Crosses have served for two years. 
The Owenses just completed their fur­
lough spent in the missionary house of 
Judson Baptist Church in Nashville, and 
have served 30 years as foreign mission­
aries.

Pakistan have experienced higher output 
in coarse grains.

Amidst the good news, the FAO offered 
a cautious word that food harvests are 
threatened in Africa and parts of Asia by 
infestations of locusts and grasshoppers. 
Swarms of locusts have been reported in 
Ethiopia, Sudan, Egypt, and western 
Saudi Arabia. If the anticipated heavy 
breeding in the spring is not controlled, 
the FAO warned, the swarms of locusts 
could spread into the Arabia pennisula, 
south of the Hom of Africa and West 
Africa.

Other threats to food production include 
civil strife in Angola and Mozambique 
and insufficient rains in Botswana and 
Lesotho. An estimated 3.5-million people 
in Mozambique, one-fourth of the popula­
tion, now need food relief.

“Despite the increased food supply,” 
Parham said, “an estimated 730-million 
people around the world remain hungry 
each day. Increased productivity does not 
necessarily mean increased availability. 
People are malnourished in large mea­
sure because they are poor. And one of the 
best ways to alleviate hunger is to help 
poor people become self-reliant.”

Thieves strike 
Baptist House

JERUSALEM (BP)- Thieves stole a 
1,300-pound safe containing about $1,200 
in cash and checks in late April from Bap­
tist House, a ministry to Jewish Chris­
tians in Jerusalem.

Southern Baptist representative John 
Anthony, director of the 62-year-old in­
stitution, said the intruders apparently 
broke through one door and used a key to 
open another in order to obtain access to 
the safe.

A witness who saw a truck being load­
ed about 8:15 p.m. April 28 outside Bap­
tist House has submitted a description of 
the vehicle to police.

An employee of the institution was ques­
tioned by police but released the next day.

Anthony said the ministry has suffered 
four petty thefts already this year, but 
added, “These were professionals.”

An unusually large amount of money 
had accumulated because the Baptist 
House secretary had been out a few days 
and banking hours had been restricted 
because of Israeli holidays. Most of the 
money stolen belonged to the Narkis 
Street Baptist Church, which was burned 
by arsonists in October 1982. Baptist 
House and the church, which now meets 
in a tent-like structure, are located on the 
same property.

Concord church ordains 
new pastor, Bryan Caves

Concord Baptist Church in Mohawk or­
dained their new pastor, Bryan K. Caves 
on April 26.

Caves began his ministry with the 
church March 4. This is his first 
pastorate.

Glenn Toomey, director of missions for 
Nolachucky Baptist Association, par­
ticipated in the ordination service.

A native of Long Beach, Calif., Caves 
attended California Baptist College in 
Riverside, Calif. He is presently attending 
Carson-Newman College in Jefferson 
City.

ATLANTA (BP) - Evangelism leaders 
of the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board are optimistic that more than a 
third of the denomination’s baptisms for 
1990 can be reaped from national simul­
taneous revivals scheduled for that year.

About 175,000 baptisms, or 35 percent of 
the denomination’s projected 500,000 bap­
tisms, are predicted to come from the 
revivals, said Richard Harris, director of 
mass evangelism for the board.

That would be an increase from the 
103,000 conversions reported in the 1986 
Good News America simultaneous revi­
vals, which were 28 percent of the denom­
ination’s total of 364,000 baptisms. The 
1986 figure ended a four-year decline in 
baptisms that had seen the totals steadi­
ly erode from a high of 411,000 in 1982.

Tied to the 1990 goals will be the first 
large-scale evangelistic effort among 
American ethnics and the launching of 
1,000 new churches in 250 targeted areas 
of the nation.

Leaders and editors from the 17 South­
ern Baptist ethnic fellowships recently 
took the lead in pledging their support for 
the revivals. As a result of their commit­
ment, a growing network of ethnic news­
papers will be used for the first time in 
uniting the fellowships around Southern 
Baptist objectives of evangelizing the na­
tion for Christ.

In announcing the goals, Harris called 
for greater involvement among Baptist 
state conventions, associations, and church­
es to make the second set of national 
revivals the most far-reaching in the 
denomination's history.

Set for March 18 through April 29,1990, 
the evangelistic emphasis will be promot­
ed as “Here’s Hope. Jesus Cares for You.” 
The theme recently was modified from

HMB study shows 200 churches 
reported 11 percent of baptisms

ATLANTA (BP)- Eleven percent of 
Southern Baptist baptisms in 1985 were 
posted by 200 large evangelistic churches 
which averaged 100 or more baptisms for 
the year, a study from the research divi­
sion of the Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sion Board shows.

The 200 churches baptized 38,000 in­
dividuals during the 1984-85 church year, 
up 2,000 or 5.3 percent, while the denomi­
nation total declined from 372,000 to 
351,000, a drop of 5.6 percent. Although 
they represent only one-half of one per­
cent of all SBC congregations, the church­
es reported enough baptisms to equal the 
addition of 100 average size SBC churches 
to the denomination.

The statistics were compiled from the 
1985 Uniform Church Letter and reflect 
the most recent church-by-church break­
down on baptisms, said Orrin Morris, 
director of the HMD’s research division.

While the churches “should be ap­
plauded for their outstanding outreach,” 
Morris was quick to caution smaller con­
gregations from setting unrealistic bap­
tism goals to mimic the success of these 
churches.

“These are a metropolitan phenomenon 
and are not likely to occur unless they are 
located in the vicinity of a fast growing 
Sunbelt city,” he warned. “There are a 
dozen cities that account for 86 of the 200 
churches. The largest concentrations are 
found in the Dallas/Fort Worth and Hous­
ton areas with 17 each while Tulsa (Okla.) 
and Atlanta tied for second with eight 
each.”

“Here’s Hope. God Cares for You” to pre­
sent a more direct evangelistic appeal 
with a Christian flavor.

Some board members had questioned 
the effectiveness of the campaign if the 
word “Jesus” were left out and the cam­
paign weakened, since many cults are us­
ing the word “God” in a generic sense, 
Harris explained. The modification will 
distinguish the meetings as “distinctly 
Christian in nature,” he added.

Nevada will serve as pilot for the meet­
ings, when statewide simultaneous revi­
vals are launched prior to the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting in Las 
Vegas in 1989. On a national scale the 
same year, 100 summer missionaries and 
100 intems and PRAXIS leaders will be 
targeted for service in strategic areas of 
the nation to provide groundwork for the 
upcoming revivals, Harris said. PRAXIS 
is a partnership venture of the Home Mis­
sion Board and Southern Baptist semi­
naries that provides students with 10 
weeks of supervised church-starting ex­
perience with seminary credit.

A five-year goal of training 1-million 
Sunday School workers in evangelism is 
expected to be reached by the revival 
date, which also will utilize 50 church 
planter apprentices, 100 interns and 
PRAXIS leaders, 500 retired ministers, 
and 150 Mission Service Corps pastoral 
leaders in the evangelistic thrust and 
follow-up, Harris said.

When the revivals are launched on May 
18,1990, Southern Baptists - armed with 
up to 15-million complimentary copies of 
the New Testament — will be involved in 
the largest attempt to evangelize the na­
tion in their 145-year history. Harris 
added.

The aggressive evangelism of the large 
churches was reflected in significant 
gains in resident members, Morris said. 
The 200 churches increased 5.1 percent 
while all other churches averaged less 
than 1 percent increase. A total of 28,000 
of the 82,000 SBC gain in resident mem­
bers was reported by the 200 churches.

The large churches in the study aver­
aged more than 4,000 total members with 
3,000 resident members and 2.800 enrolled 
in Sunday School. The congregations were 
generally 10 times larger and baptized 20 
times more persons than the average SBC 
church.

Morris observed that the most suc­
cessful of the churches were located in 
small and medium-sized cities within 
metropolitan areas that lie beyond the 
central city suburbs. The inner city church­
es with strong evangelistic outreach had 
to work “twice as hard as suburban 
counterparts to overcome the out-migra­
tion of the population.”

Baptist and 
Reflector 

brings you 
the news first
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Mission board leaders 
report growth in Cuba

ATLANTA (BP)- Two executives of 
the Southern Baptist Home and Foreign 
Mission boards returned recently from a 
four-day visit to Cuba, saying they were 
encouraged by the growth and stability of 
Baptist churches there.

It was the first time that represen­
tatives of both Southern Baptist Conven­
tion mission boards have visited Baptist 
leaders in Cuba on a jointly sponsored 
trip.

Oscar Romo, director of the language 
missions division for the Home Mission 
Board in Atlanta, and Don Kammer- 
diener, vice-president for the Americas at 
the Foreign Mission Board in Richmond, 
Va., were enthusiastic about the reception 
and response they received in Cuba.

Romo said the visit of Foreign and 
Home Mission Board representatives 
marks the beginning of a new cooperative 
relationship between the two boards and 
Baptists in Cuba.

Historically, relationships with the Bap­
tist Convention of Western Cuba and 
Southern Baptists have been through the 
Home Mission Board. Until 1965, the 
Home Mission Board supported mission­
aries in Cuba, and it has maintained rela­
tionships in Cuba through the Baptist 
World Alliance after the missionaries left 
the country. American Baptists have 
maintained relationships with the 
Eastern Cuba Baptist Convention.

Romo noted the Baptist Convention of 
Western Cuba reported 256 baptisms last 
year. Total membership in the 102 church­
es affiliated with the convention was 
reported at 6,413.

Kammerdiener, who has travelled ex­
tensively in other Spanish-speaking coun­
tries in Latin America, said he was 
impressed with the high level of commit­
ment, education, and training of the 
Cuban Baptist pastors.

There are 65 full-time Baptist pastors 
in Cuba serving the 102 churches, Romo 
said. Most of them have been trained at 
the Baptist seminary in Havana. Nine 
full-time students currently are enrolled 
in the seminary, compared to three full- 
time students five years ago.

Pastors and churches are creative in 
dealing realistically with their local con­
text, Kammerdiener said. Many of the 
programs of the churches are patterned 
after programs in the Southern Baptist 

WORLD WALKERS — The Clarence Stewart Royal Ambassador Crusader Chapter 
of First Baptist Church, Pulaski, raised $412.45 for the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering. Crusaders sought pledges for the distance walked during their World 
Walk for Home Missions at Davy Crockett state park in Lawrenceburg.

Convention during the 1950s, he noted. - 
Kammerdiener commended the rela­

tionship that the Home Mission Board has 
cultivated with Cuban Baptists historical­
ly, and especially the leadership that 
Romo has given in maintaining these 
relations since 1961.

When the two Baptist leaders arrived in 
Havana, a crowd of Baptists, including 
leaders of the convention, welcomed them 
at the airport.

During the four-day visit, Romo and 
Kammerdiener met with the Executive 
Committee and Executive Board of the 
Baptist Convention of Western Cuba and 
with many of the pastors. They also visit­
ed several churches, the seminary, and 
the home for the elderly.

Romo met privately with Jose Filipe 
Carneado, minister of cultural affairs for 
the Cuban government who has coor­
dinated relationships with the churches in 
Cuba for more than 20 years. “We sat 
down and drank coffee together like old 
friends and talked about ways we could 
improve relations and be of mutual 
benefit,” Romo said.

Romo and Kammerdiener also were 
honored at a dinner hosted by Hiram 
Fuentes and Arturo Carcia, Carneado’s 
representatives who have been assigned 
responsibility for dealing with the church­
es in Cuba.

The visit marked the beginning of a new 
era in improved relationships between 
Southern Baptists and Baptists in Cuba, 
Romo and Kammerdiener said.

'Roof-less' church meets
RUNDU, Namibia - After a windstorm 

during rainy season destroyed the roof of 
Kaisosi Baptist Church in Rundu, Nami­
bia (formerly South West Africa), repair 
work started immediately. Meanwhile, 
hundreds of worshipers continue to meet 
outside under large trees near the church 
building for Sunday worship when it is not 
raining.

The building was constructed by the 
Kaisosi people, who made the bricks 
themselves. The Baptist Association of 
Namibia and Baptist missionaries in that 
country helped purchase materials for the 
roof. The church’s pastor, Moses Tololi, 
last year became the first Baptist pastor 
to be ordained in Namibia.

SWBTS TENNESSEE CLUB OFFICERS - The newly-elected officers of the Ten­
nessee Club at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary include (from left to right): 
Steve Whipple, treasurer, from Cleveland; Charlie Elrod, secretary, from Cleveland; 
James Eaves, faculty advisor; David Sheddan, president, from Knoxville; and Rob­
bie Witt, vice-president, from Knoxville.

Baptists explore ways to help 
in Mozambique hunger crisis

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- Southern 
Baptists are preparing to provide food to 
the southern African nation of Mozam­
bique to help stem mass starvation which 
some experts predict will equal or surpass 
that experienced in recent years in 
Ethiopia.

The Foreign Mission Board’s relief 
planner, John Cheyne, expects the board 
will release up to $l-million, much of it for 
food distribution, by year’s end. The need 
is expected to intensify as rebel troops 
fighting in rural Mozambique block ef­
forts by the government to rebound from 
a famine two years ago.

Cheyne received a report April 30 by 
phone from John Faulkner, the board’s 
director for Eastern and Southern Africa 
that up to 2-million people could die even 
if relief equal to that provided in Ethiopia 
were begun immediately. At least 1-mil- 
lion people are estimated to be inaccessi­
ble, surrounded by fighting.

Missionaries who plan relief in Mozam­
bique and five bordering nations will meet 
with Cheyne and other board officials in 
Harare, Zimbabwe June 25-30, to decide 
how they will feed some of the 4.5-million 
Mozambicans the United Nations esti­
mates are facing starvation.

Until then the missionaries will survey 
border areas of their countries to deter­
mine how to help refugees streaming into 
neighboring Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia, 
South Africa, and Swaziland, Cheyne said. 
The organization of missionaries in each 
country has access to $5,000 for im­
mediate relief work.

Cheyne said he expects the June 
meeting to produce longer range plans 
aimed at creating a strategy for the area 
as a whole. He said he does not know 
whether instability within the country will 
permit Southern Baptists to establish a 
network of feeding stations with medical 
assistance like those in Ethiopia.

Mozambique has been troubled by 
political unrest and austere economic con­
ditions for some time, and Southern 
Baptists have helped supply relief to 
Mozambicans as they have been able. In 
me instance, missionaries and an inter­
racial group of South Africans traversed 
a dangerous area with a convoy of trucks 
to deliver 15 tons of food and supplies to 
needy people. The group also did evan­
gelistic work.

The Mozambique Baptist Convention 

invited Southern Baptists to re-enter the 
country in 1982. Missionaries withdrew in 
1975 after anti-American sentiment in the 
newly independent Marxist nation made 
their work practically impossible.

James Brock, a former Alabama pas­
tor, and his wife, Brenda, arrived last Oc­
tober to begin church development, 
evangelism, and leadership training 
among the convention’s nine churches 
and 32 missions. The Brocks are the only 
Southern Baptist missionaries in the 
country.

Smith addresses 
C-N graduates

JEFFERSON CITY - ‘‘The future is 
yours; I urge you to use it wisely,” 
Charles E. Smith told graduating seniors 
of the class of 1987 at Carson-Newman 
College.

Smith, commissioner of education for 
the state of Tennessee, delivered the com­
mencement address at the college’s 136th 
graduating ceremony May 8.

“Your task is greater than those who 
have gone before you,” Smith said in 
discussing the rapidity of change in the 
modem world. “Your association with the 
learning process must not end with to­
night’s graduation,” he said.

Carson-Newman President Cordell 
Maddox presented diplomas to 205 
graduates.

This year’s James T. Warren Award, 
which is presented to the graduating sen­
ior with the highest academic average, 
was shared by Linda D. Farah, an ac­
counting and business data processing 
major from Chattanooga, and Shelley J. 
Patterson, a biology major from Hixon. 
Both Farah and Patterson finished their 
undergraduate careers with perfect 4.0 
averages.

S. Mark Turner, a political science ma­
jor from Gloucester, Va., who served as 
president of the Student Government 
Association, received the W. D. Hudgins 
Memorial Leadership Award.

Earlier in the day, Patricia L. Snowden, 
a mathematics major from Morristown, 
and F. Edward Phillips, a biology major 
from Knoxville, were named recipients of 
the Edward Glover Senior-Alumni Award.
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Michael Smith accepts role 
as editor of new commentary

NASHVILLE (BP) - The general edi­
tor for a new multi-volume commentary 
to be published by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s Broadman divi­
sion will be Michael A. Smith, chief editor 
of general religious books in the Broad­
man products department.

Smith will oversee editing of the com­
mentary with the first volume expected 
to be released in 1991, said James W. 
Clark, senior vice-president for publishing 
and distribution.

Smith an employee of the board since 
1985, holds the master of divinity and doc­
tor of philosophy degrees from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville, Ky. He has been pastor of four church­
es, including Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Nashville, from 1983-1985.

The commentary, which was approved 
in February by the board’s trustees, will 
use writers who are Biblical inerrantists.

The “Baptist Faith and Message” will 
be the doctrinal guideline for editing the 
commentary, as it is for all other Broad­
man books, Clark said. The “Chicago

Togo effort reaps 
820 new converts

LOME, Togo (BP)- A 70-year-old 
chief, almost blind and knowing he was 
putting his life in danger because of his 
decision, came to a Christian church for 
the first time in his life last March to pro­
fess a saving faith in Jesus Christ.

Another chief spoke of how difficult it 
is to be a Christian and a chief in Togo re­
quested prayer for decisions he must 
make as a Christian chief.

Two more chiefs and two sub-chiefs also 
were among 820 people who became 
Christians in March during the Togo All­
Country Evangelism effort. Since the 
Baptist emphasis in the country in west­
ern Africa started in February, 1,460 con­
versions have been recorded.

The March effort concentrated on the 
Upper Ogou region of Togo, the site of the 
North Carolina Baptist Convention/Togo 
Baptist Partnership Development Proj­
ect. The project started in 1984 and has 
provided water, road access, health ser­
vices, literacy training, better farming 
techniques, and saturation evangelism in 
the area.

Eight evangelistic teams from North 
Carolina held services in 40 villages. The 
Americans’ words sometimes were trans­
lated into three languages so everyone 
present could understand. Team mem­
bers preached, taught, witnessed for 
Christ, sang, played instruments, and 
even juggled and arm-wrestled as they in­
troduced Togolese to Jesus.

Statement on Biblical Inerrancy” devel­
oped by the International Council on 
Biblical Inerrancy will be the guideline 
for defining inerrancy, he added.

“Several Broadman officials held a 
very productive meeting in mid-February 
with SBC President Adrian Rogers to 
discuss the project,” Clark said. “The 
group agreed that the new commentary 
would include the Scripture text, that it 
should be a scholarly commentary, and 
that it could be a significant tool for many 
Southern Baptists.”

The first volume of the commentary 
should be released in time for the 1991 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting and 
release of the final volume is planned by 
1995 or earlier if possible, Clark said.

A meeting with an informal, pre-advis- 
ory group will be held in May, he said. 
Participants in this meeting will suggest 
people to serve as contributing editors 
“who will give more specific counsel con­
cerning the shape the commentary will 
take.”

“Screening and selection of writers 
should begin by this summer,” Clark said. 
“Broadman is already pulling together 
the various groups needed to make this 
project a worthy success. No stone will be 
left unturned in our efforts to produce a 
commentary of which Southern Baptists 
can be justifiably proud.”

The new commentary will be the third 
multi-volume commentary set available 
from Broadman. Others are the “Broad­
man Bible Commentary” and the “Lay­
man’s Bible Book Commentary.”
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PLANNING COMMENTARY - James Clark (left), senior vice-president for 
publishing and distribution at the Sunday School Board, talks with Michael A. Smith, 
who will be the general editor for a new multi-volume Bible commentary to be 
published by the board.

To know what to do 
and not do it...

Dear fellow laypeople:
We laymen of the Tennessee Bap­

tist Convention have an opportunity 
that needs action from the local 
church.

Beginning January 1, 1988, we 
need to enroll our pastors and staff 
members in the Expanded Church 
Annuity Plan. This partnership be­
tween the local church, pastor, and 
staff and the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention could be the stepping-stone 
to a retirement with dignity, assur­
ance, and certainty rather than a 
dreadful experience brought about 
by long years and short funds.

I am a layman and have been 
privileged to serve as chairman of 
the Layman's Pastor/Staff Compen­
sation Study Committee for nearly 10 
years. You need to know that there 
are still many people who give their 
entire lives to the ministry of the 
church and reach the end of their ac­
tive years with poverty level retire­
ment income. You laymen in the 
local church can do something about 
this by seeing that your church is 
signed up for the Expanded Church 
Annuity Plan.

Now you know more about what to 
do. Be a concerned layperson and 
see that your church and your staff 
take advantage of this expanded 
program.

For free advice and assistance, 
contact the Protection Plans Depart­
ment of the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
TN 37027 — 615-373-2255.

Sincerely,

Jack Knox is president of Q. S. Stor­
age & Transfer Company, Agents for 
North American Van Lines. He is a 
graduate of Memphis State Univer­
sity; a deacon and chairman of the 
finance committee at Germantown 
Baptist Church, Germantown; past 
chairman of trustees for the Brother­
hood Commission; and secretary for 
the National Fellowship of Baptist 
Men.

Jack Knox
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!! BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for May 24

Praise the Lord of heaven
UNIFORM LESSON SERIES
Lesson for May 24

Agony over the unfaithful
By Marvin P. Nail, pastor 

Whitsitt Chapel Baptist Church, Nashville
Basic Passage: Psalms 103; 115
Focal Passages: Psalms 103:1-18; 115:1-3
With this week’s lesson we begin a new 

unit of study. We begin a look at the song- 1 
book of Judaism and Christianity. Be- । 
cause the Book of Psalms is so vast, we i 
will only be doing an 
overview of Psalms 
101-150.

As with any book 
of songs about man’s 
relationship with
God, we will see that 
our emotions are con­
stantly stirred. We 
shall also see that we 
cannot even read 
these words without Nail

11
a desire to fall on our knees in worship of 
God.

God is merciful
Most of you who have been a Christian 

for any length of time will remember the 
opening verses of Psalm 103.1 have been 
in worship services where those words 
were quoted and people began to shout 
praise to God. These words are from the 
heart of one who has known the mercy of 
God in his own life. They strike a respon­
sive chord in the life of all who have 
trusted God through His Son, Jesus 
Christ.

These verses read like a testimony 
meeting in which everyone joins in with 
a word about the work of God in his own 
life. Having been in such meetings, I can 
testify that there is no greater witness to 
a lost world than the thankful heart of a 
believer. What is our witness anyway if 
it is not the testimony of what God in His 
mercy has done in our lives?

We must also understand something 
further about the mercy of God. His mer­
cy does not mean that He is indulgent. 
Verses 8 and 9 remind us that, though He 
is slow to anger, He will not allow us to 
continue in sin without judgment. The 
writer states that even His judgment is 
tempered with mercy (w.10-12).

God’s mercy is unending
The psalmist pictures the mercy of God 

in terms of a father dealing with his little 
children. There is a difference in the way

ADD-A-PAD 
PEW UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE CUSHIONS 

PEW REFINISHING
Our installers have upholstered over V000 
efurenes 15 year wear warranty We can upho’ster 
your pews on s4e lor less Ihan loose cushions' 
•Call us tor a FREE estimate

jmh Interiors Inc. 
3t.'_ j church *UWTU«E J ST AIMED Glass

BOO Eastchester Dr «P O Bo* 5346
Hah Po<nl NC 27262 5346

USA (800) 334-8130 TOLL FREE

you punish a small child and the way you 
would punish a nearly grown son or 
daughter. God is pictured as understand­
ing our weaknesses. He is even shown to 
be constant in His mercy in spite of our 
flowering of faith one moment and fading 
the next.

In light of this mercy, what can we as 
His creatures do? The writer calls on the 
angels to “bless the Lord.” They abide 
with Him at all times and constantly obey 
His word. They have never known sin and 
they still praise the Lord. Then we mor­
tals are called upon to “bless the Lord.” 
We have lived in sin from the beginning, 
but still have the privilege of knowing His 
presence and so must praise Him.

Nothing can substitute for God
In some of the most satirical mockery 

outside the prophecy of Isaiah, the psalm­
ist shows how idols compare with God 
(115:1-11). Other nations around Israel 
seem to have derided Israel for not hav­
ing a God Who could be seen. All others 
had such gods to worship. At times it was 
a strong temptation to make a represen­
tation of God to bolster their faith and to 
make them more like the other nations. 
But God would not have it.

Even believers of today seem to want 
something other than God Who is Spirit. 
Many continue to want to put their em­
phasis on the things which aid in worship. 
They increasingly depend on these things 
rather than upon God.

In some groups this may be a place of 
worship, a leader of worship, or some­
times even the book of worship, the Bible. 
These things or persons may point us to 
God; but they must never be allowed to 
substitute for God Who is Spirit. After all, 
those are created things and will pass 
away. Only God abides forever.

The blessing of following God
God can and should be followed because 

of Who He is. However, God has done so 
many things for us to add to our reasons 
for following Him. Perhaps the greatest 
statement of His blessings toward us is 
contained in verse 12. It says that “the 
Lord has been mindful of us.”

What a tremendous statement in such 
brief words! Yet is sums up God’s mer­
cy. We have always been in His mind. No 
matter how far we have wandered, He 
has not forgotten us and our welfare.
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By W. Fred Kendall II 
vice-president for religious affairs 

Belmont College, Nashville
Basic Passage: Hosea 10:1 to 11:11 
Focal Passage: Hosea 11:1-9

When I was a teen-ager, a South Ameri­
can Baptist leader on his way to the Bap­
tist World Alliance in Europe, came to 
Jackson to see my father. I asked the 
leader if his parents 
were Southern Bap­
tists. He said when 
he became a Chris­
tian and joined a 
Southern Baptist 
church his parents 
forbade him to see 
them again. Weep­
ing, he said his fami­
ly did not even allow 
him to attend the Kendall
family’s funerals.

Then he said, “But when I realized that 
I was a lost sinner, the Father in heaven 
came running to me, forgiving me of my 
sins. In my life, the Father in heaven took 
the place of my parents and I have never 
been sorry for my decision.” How many 
Christians seriously consider the inex­
haustible love of God, as a Father, for 
each one of us?

The prophet Hosea revealed the hurt of 
the Father over the sin and rejection of 
His children. God was hurt deeply be­
cause He loved deeply. Many never con­
sider that God suffers.

We are aware of heartbreak on earth. 
But there is also heartbreak in heaven. 
God is a person. He experiences heart­
ache and suffering. No person fully knows 
God unless that person realizes that God 
suffers.

Why does God suffer? People break the 
heart of God. People who are not Chris­
tians are eternally lost. Imagine the pain 
in God’s heart over a person He created 
being lost forever.

Unfaithful Christians also cause God 
pain. What unmet expectations of Israel 
caused Him so much pain? God is hurt

Two Chilean leaders 
die in car accidents

CHILE - Two Baptist leaders recent­
ly were killed in traffic accidents. Nester 
Novoa, president of the pastors’ confer­
ence, was killed in an accident as he was 
driving home from a week-long pastors’ 
camp in January. A week later, Juan 
Moya, Chilean Baptists’ camp director 
and statistical secretary, and his son were 
killed in another accident.

Flatwoods Canoe Base
Buffalo River Float Trip 
Flatwoods, TN 38458 
Open 7 Days a Week

Phone 1-615-589-5661
George Summers 

Jo Summers

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
steeples, chairs, tables, 

lighting, stained glass,
folding doors, 

carpetVAN WINKLE 
CHURCH 

FURNISHINGS A
PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263 

when a Christian neglects the Bible, “My 
people are destroyed for lack of 
knowledge” (4:6). Christians break the 
heart of God when they neglect the 
church, “a vulture is over the house of the 
Lord” (8:1). Empty pews and filled stadi­
ums cause God to suffer. Breaking God’s 
laws creates anguish in God’s heart. 
When we are indifferent in witnessing to 
the lost and serving in ministry, we break 
God’s heart.

God’s abiding love (11:1-7)
Hosea 11 is one of the greatest chapters 

in the Bible.
God reflected on His past relationship 

with Israel. The people of Israel were the 
children of God. Just as God chose us, God 
came to a group of nobodies, who were 
slaves and sinners, and elected to make 
them His children. God carried Israel as 
tenderly as a parent carries a child, and 
taught His people to walk on their journey 
in becoming a nation. He molded them as 
a parent would a child. The Lord saved 
His children. The Exodus was God’s 
mighty act of deliverance of Israel from 
slavery.

Israel’s reaction to God’s love was in­
gratitude. Israel worshiped idols. Verse 
3 reveals God’s heartbreak because of 
Israel’s disloyalty and disobedience.

However, God’s love includes disci­
pline. A worse slavery than the one in 
Egypt awaited Israel because God’s peo­
ple refused to repent and turn to Him. 
Samaria, the capital city of Israel, would 
be sacked by the Assyrians and the peo­
ple carried into exile.

The dilemma of God (11:8-11)
Verse 8 is one of the most poignant 

verses ever written — “How shall I give 
thee up, Ephriam?”

What could God do? His love made it 
impossible for Him to permanently aban­
don or destroy His people, even as the 
prophet Hosea could not abandon his un­
faithful wife. Admah and Zeboim were 
cities that were destroyed along with 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19). God 
did not want Israel to suffer the same fate 
as these cities. God’s nature was to for­
give, but His righteousness demanded 
that sin be punished. As Hosea purchased 
Gomer from slavery, God would deliver 
Israel from foreign slavery.

A friend of mine was asked to conduct 
a funeral for a wife who had left her hus­
band and son for another man. During her 
first night away from home, she died. My 
friend went to the funeral home with the 
husband and son to view the body. The 
husband picked up his son and walked to 
the casket. He leaned over and kissed his 
wife’s cheek. He then said to his son, 
“Look at your mother, isn’t she sweet.” 
My friend said with great emotion, “In 
that scene, I saw an expression of the love 
of God for you and me.”

The pain of God is expressed in verse 
8, “How shall I give thee up, Ephriam? 
how shall I deliver thee, Israel?” This 
question was ultimately answered on the 
cross, for the greatest love in the universe 
made the cross inevitable.
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LIFE AND WORK LESSON SERIES
Lesson for May 24

Stephen, faithful unto death
By Johnny M. Johnson, pastor

A Trinity Baptist Church, Clarksville

results, Stephen planted the seed of the 
gospel in the heart of a brilliant and 
zealous young Pharisee - Saul of Tarsus.

Here is one witness who lived up to his 
name. “Stephen” (stephanos) means 
“crown.” The word may refer to the

crown of greenery presented to a vic­
torious Greek athlete, but most signifi­
cantly, it is used of the reward or crown 
of Christians who are overcomers for 
Christ. May we all live up to the name 
“Christian.”

Basic Passage: Acts 6:8 to 8:2
Focal Passages: Acts 6:8-15; 7:59-60

This is the first of three lessons on 
“Pioneers in Mission.” Stephen, a true 
pioneer, redefined the word “witness.” In 
our New Testament the word for witness 
is martyr. Our Eng­
lish word “martyr” 
is. a transliteration, 
each Greek letter re­
placed by the equiv­
alent English letter. 
A martyr is by defi­
nition a person who 
gives testimony, 
hence a witness.

Stephen bore wit­
ness to the Lord Johnson 
Jesus. His testimony was sealed by the 
shedding of his blood. Stephen became the 
first person to forfeit life as a consequence 
of the Christian faith. Through the years 
the term “martyr” has come to mean 
more than a witness so that today a dic­
tionary entry might look like this:

mar«tyr /mart-ar/ n 1: a person 
who chooses to suffer death 
rather than renounce his religion 
2: a person who is put to death or 
endures great suffering on behalf 
of any belief, principle, or cause

Our concept of a martyr is derived from 
people like Stephen, who are “faithful 
unto death.” This pioneer followed the 
leadership of Christ all the way to death, 
blazing a trail many have since followed.

A true witness (6:8-10)
Stephen was one of the seven selected 

to fulfill the ministry that was lacking in 
the Jerusalem church. He was well- 
respected, Spirit-filled, and possessed 
wisdom. Being a servant in the church, 
Stephen was active in the efforts to share 
the good news. He eloquently and force-

must speak with “wisdom and the Spirit.” 
Our Lord said that when the Spirit 

comes He will guide us into all the truth 
(John 16:13), for He is the Spirit of truth 
(John 14:17). Submission to Jesus allows 
the Spirit of truth to indwell and empower 
us to be true witnesses, even when situa­
tions become difficult. We, like Stephen, 
may encounter opposition as we witness.

A tested witness (6:11-15)
A true witness speaks the truth in love 

for the glory of the Lord by the power of 
the Spirit. Unfortunately, not all who 
claim to speak for God are furthering the 
bold mission of the church. Some would 
even resort to various unholy means in 
order to preserve their self-serving in­
stitutions. Stephen faced opposition that 
tested his resolve to serve the Lord Jesus.

Stephen could not be stopped by logic 
or oratory, but he fell victim to a frenzied 
mob. Like Jesus, Stephen was more of a 
victor than a victim because his witness 
was true, his motives pure, and his 
methods righteous. Even those who ac­
cused Stephen saw that his face was like 
that of an angel.

A triumphant witness (7:59-60)
A true witness is an angel, an agent of 

God. Stephen was true to his testimony all 
the way to the end. Our Lord encourages 
all of His witnesses to be faithful unto 
death and promises the crown of life to 
those who persevere (Revelation 2:10, 
James 1:12). As he was being put to death 
for the cause of Christ, Stephen saw the 
Lord Jesus standing to receive him into 
glory.

The witness of Stephen was triumphant, 
for the truth of God was not bound, but set 
free. While he did not live to see the
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fully presented the truth of the gospel as 
he witnessed. Stephen, a powerful wit­
ness, was likewise “full of grace.” The 
root word for “grace” also gives us our 
word “charm.” A true witness will relate 
to others with warmth, dignity, gentle­
ness,and genuine concern. In short, love 
will characterize Christian outreach.

Our Lord promised power to witness. 
The indwelling Holy Spirit provided the 
dynamic for Stephen’s ministry, which 
was characterized as “full of power.” 
Supernatural power is required for an ef­
fective Christian witness. Human efforts 
and ingenuity are insufficient.

The Spirit also empowered Stephen to 
“keep on doing works of wonder and 
signs” among the people. These were not 
commonplace occurrences. In fact, they 
are described as “great.” If Jesus told us 
that we would continue His work and that 
we would do “greater works” (John 
14:12), should not a true witness do great­
er things in Jesus’ name?

Disputation, or debate, is a method 
Stephen employed. This Christian witness 
held forth the truths of history and of 
Scripture as proof of the gospel message. 
The champions of the synagogue could not 
overcome Stephen in what was apparent­
ly an ongoing debate. The true witness
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C-N religion professor teaches 'Jesus' on TV
JEFFERSON CITY - Many college 

professors feel that the time their stu­
dents spend watching television is time 
which could be put to better use studying. 
However, for William Blevins, professor 
of religion at Carson-Newman College, 
the opposite is true. Blevins has cause to 
worry if his students do not watch televi­
sion.

During the spring semester at Carson- 
Newman, Blevins taught an evening 
course entitled “Jesus” via television. 
The program, the first in what Blevins 
hopes will become a new and exciting 
series of courses taught by this method, 
was televised in the Jefferson City area 
over LCNC TV-10, the college’s cable 
channel.

Although Blevins has taught “Jesus,” 
or Religion 330, for 18 years in a conven­
tional class setting, he found talking to a 
camera to be different from teaching stu­
dents in a classroom. “It is a lot more ex­
citing to teach students face-to-face,” 
Blevins said. “There’s a spark that enli­
vens the whole procedure.”

But w’hile instant feedback is not avail­
able from students, teaching a course on 
television has its advantages. Blevins has 
found that the medium of television has 
allowed him to reach many people who 
are not students.

“Almost every week someone asks me 

if I’m Dr. Blevins, and then they comment 
about the show,” said Blevins, who noted 
that the program seemed to attract young 
and old alike. “I think that TV courses of­
fer an opportunity to develop a constituen­
cy.”

Response from the 30 students enrolled 
in the course also has been positive. The 
format of the class allowed them chances 
to see the two lectures broadcast each 
week. One lecture aired on Mondays and 
Tuesdays from 7-7:30 p.m., with a dif­
ferent lecture airing on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays from 7-7:30 p.m. Students also 
had reading assignments and written 
work to complete.

The class met twice, once for the 
midterm and once for the final. Blevins 
noted that the students could come by his 
office at any time for questions or discus­
sion.

Blevins credits Roy Dobyns, Carson- 
Newman vice-president and academic 
dean who acted as the program’s ex­
ecutive producer, with originating the 
idea for the television course. Bruce 
Whitney of the college’s media services 
center served as the program’s director.

Eventually Blevins would like to use 
this method to teach another one of his 
courses, but first he would like some other 
Carson-Newman professors to have the

TELEVISED RELIGION — William Blevins (left), professor of religion at Carson- 
Newman College, reviews a segment from his televised course in religion with Bruce 
Whitney, C-N director of media services.

opportunity to teach on television.
“There are a number of other pro­

fessors with courses which would be good 
to do this way,” he said. And with one 

complete semester of shows already on 
tape, Blevins could make use of that 
television tradition known as the rerun to 
teach “Jesus” again.

Volunteers win Mexicans despite opposition
By Orville Scott

DALLAS (BP)- Amid strong opposi­
tion by clergy and media in Leon, Mex., 
called “the cradle of Mexican Catholic­
ism,” 129 Lubbock Baptists reported 682 
professions of faith in Christ through a 
Partnership Missions effort in the Zuriel 
Baptist Association.

“By their zeal in serving the Lord, the 
brethren from Lubbock left a positive im­
age that will never be forgotten,” said 
Josue Gonzalez G., director of missions 
for Zuriel association which covers three 
states in central Mexico.

The volunteers, primarily from First

North Sweetwater calls
Cummings to pastorate

Robert J. Cummings recently began his 
pastorate with North Sweetwater Baptist 
Church.

Former pastorates include Macedonia 
Baptist Church in Morristown, Valley 
<iew Baptist Church in Mooresburg; Park­
way Baptist Church in Morristown, and 
West View Baptist Church in Rogersville.

Cummings served on the evangelism 
committee, on the missions committee 
and on various other committees in the 
Holston Valley Missionary Baptist Asso­
ciation. He was also associate moderator 
in that association.

He is a native of Maryville.

Cedar Fork Baptists call 
Spradlin to lead as pastor

Robert Spradlin recently began serving 
as pastor of Cedar Fork Baptist Church 
in Philadelphia.

A native of Madisonville, Spradlin 
comes to the church from Steubenville 
Baptist Church in Monticello, Ky. He also 
served as pastor of New Prospect Baptist 
Church in Manchester, Ky.

Spradlin is a graduate of Clear Creek 
Baptist School in Pineville, Ky.

Baptist Church and Iglesia Bautista 
Hispana, both of Lubbock, were the larg­
est single group to serve in the Mexico 
Partnership, said Bill Gray, Partnership 
Missions coodinator for the Baptist Gen­
eral Convention of Texas.

Texas Baptists are in the early phases 
of a second consecutive three-year evan­
gelistic partnership with Mexico Baptists 
and the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board.

The Lubbock volunteers linked hands 
with Mexico Baptists in many areas of 
ministry, said Sam Douglass, university 
minister at First Baptist Church of Lub­
bock. They did construction on eight 
church sites and built a clinic; held back­
yard Bible clubs, personal evangelism, 
and clown ministries; and conducted 
medical and dental ministries under di­
rection of general practitioner James R. 
Matthews and dentist Myles Sadler, both 
of Lubbock.

Gonzalez said the partnership volun­
teers who served in the city of Salaman­
ca were warmly received by city officials. 
“The clowns presented a program for 
children, and all of the people attended,” 
he added.

“Local authorities provided sound 
equipment, scenery, and all that was 
necessary for the presentation.”

Gonzalez said many people received 
medical aid. “This made a tremendously- 
favorable impact and presented a good 
image of Baptists, not only to the city of 
Salamanca, but also to the city of the 
Valley of Santiago, Guanajuato.

“We are amazed at the ways in which 
the Lord used the brethren from Lubbock. 
Some of them, without knowing any Span­
ish at all, could communicate with the 
church members and the people of the 
area.”

Only in the city of Leon did the Catholic 
clergy react against the Baptists. Gray 
said nowhere is the environment more dif­
ficult for Baptist work. “It is from this 
area that the Cristeros movement had its 
beginning toward the end of the last 

revolution in Mexico with the stated pur­
pose of wiping out evangelical Christiani­
ty’,” Gray said.

‘ ‘Baptists who live and work in this area 
do so under very adverse circumstances.”

The propaganda efforts of the Catholic 
clergy was actually favorable for the Bap­
tists because it has projected the image 
of the Baptists throughout all of the 
region, Gonzalez said.

“Many people knew nothing about us, 
and by means of the propaganda from the 
Catholic clergy on television and radio, 
we are now known in three states.”

Gonzalez said the reaction of the 
Catholic clergy “does not frighten us. To 
the contrary, it motivates us to redouble 
our efforts and commitment to serve the 
Lord.”

Many Catholics condemned the propa­
ganda of their clergy, said Gonzalez. They 
criticized severely the partisan attitude of 
the media.

As a result of the partnership effort, the 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Leon, 
was invited to write an article for the local 
paper on who Baptists are and what they 
are doing.

“God grant that many more churches 
can come to Mexico to respond to the 
Macedonian call: ‘Come to Mexico and 
help us,’ ” said Gonzalez. “There will be 
no problems in doing so if it is done for the 
glory of God.”

Gray said, “The Lubbock group was, 
without a doubt, the best prepared team 
we have had go to Mexico. The re­
quirements were strenuous and their 
preparation arduous, but they did it all 
with enthusiasm and joy.”

Gray said a number of other Baptist 
associations in Mexico have asked to 
become partners in evangelism with 
Texas Baptist associations. There are 
also requests by Mexico Baptists for con­
struction teams and Vacation Bible 
School teams, he added.

The week of partnership missions was 
concluded by a rally with the crowd over­
flowing the courtyard, said Douglass.

“There were no ‘gringos’ or ‘Mex­
icans,’ ” said Douglass, “just Christian 
brothers and sisters who love the Lord 
and each other. The service lasted more 
than 4 hours, but it had to end so the mis­
sionaries could load their buses and begin 
their 29-hour journey back to Lubbock. 
There were few dry eyes as the buses 
rolled out of Leon.”

Asked “Would you doit all over again?” 
the volunteers responded unanimously, 
“Just tell us when,” Douglass reported.

Gonzalez said, “All of the churches of 
our area were strengthened, revived, and 
inspired by the enthusiasm of the breth­
ren from Lubbock and their dedication in 
serving the Lord. We are sure that this 
work will bear fruit for time to come.”

Holston association 
holds biannual meeting

Holston Baptist Association met in bian­
nual session April 21 at Ninth Street Bap­
tist Church in Erwin.

Featuring a doctrinal sermon on prayer 
by David Crocker, pastor of Central Bap­
tist Church in Johnson City, the meeting 
also included an evening message 
delivered by Jerry King, evangelism 
associate with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

Joe Blankenship, pastor of Oak Hill 
Baptist Church in Jonesborough, was 
elected moderator. Mike Womack, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church in Erwin, was 
elected assistant moderator. Both take of­
fice at the end of the Oct. 20 biannual 
meeting, to be held at Bowmantown Bap­
tist Church in Jonesborough.

In other action, messengers voted to ac­
cept the report of the credentials commit­
tee to admit Covenant Baptist Church, 
Bristol, under watchcare for a year. The 
Christian life council presented a resolu­
tion, which was accepted by the messen­
gers, encouraging area school boards to 
accept only value-oriented sex education 
programs as part of their curriculum.


