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Moderates react to Rogers' appointments
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - Nearly two- 

thirds of the members named to a key 
Southern Baptist Convention committee 
by SBC President Adrian Rogers are 
aligned with the denomination’s 
fundamental-conservative faction, three 
Southern Baptist moderate-conservative 
leaders have charged.

The 1987 Committee on Committees in­
cludes only one identifiable moderate­
conservative, but 43 identifiable funda­
mental-conservatives, one leader claimed 
during a news conference in Richmond, 
Va.. May 20.

James H. Slatton, pastor of River Road 
Baptist Church of Richmond, and the 
recognized leader of the moderate­
conservative political coalition since 1985, 
told reporters the 66 persons appointed to 
the Committee on Committees include 
one moderate-conservative, 43 funda­
mental-conservatives, 11 “non-aligned” 
members, six persons the group was 
unable to check, and five persons who 
reportedly are unknown to leadership in

Tennessee ACTS affiliate 
receives two RTVC awards

FORT WORTH, Texas - One of Ten­
nessee’s ACTS affiliates, W11BD TV-11 in 
Lebanon, won two top honors in the sec­
ond annual ACTS Awards.

ACTS, which celebrated its third an­
niversary at the awards presentation 
before 850 people in Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s Truett Auditor­
ium, is beamed via satellite and cable 24 
hours a day on 265 stations nationwide.

Christian humorist Jerry Clower of 
Yazoo City, Miss., received the Jimmy R. 
Allen Award, named for the president of 
the Southern Baptist Radio and Television 

RECEIVING TV STATION AWARD - 
Randall Hughes, station manager of 
Lebanon's ACTS affiliate, accepts 
awards from the Southern Baptist 
Radio and Television Commission^

the state from which they come.
Slatton, was joined in the news con­

ference by Norman Cavender, a layman 
from Claxton, Ga., and John H. Jeffers, 
retired pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Auburn, Ala., in announcing the results of 
an informal survey of the 66-member 
committee, an essential element in the 
process which culminates in the election 
of trustees to the SBC’s 20 national pro­
gram agencies and theological semin­
aries.

The Committee on Committees, which 
consists of two representatives from each 
qualified state Baptist convention, is ap­
pointed by the SBC president. It 
nominates the Committee on Boards, 
Commissions, and Standing Committees, 
which, in turn, nominates trustees to 
serve the 24 national entities of the SBC.

The Committee on Committees is ap­
pointed by the SBC president, “in con­
ference with” the two vice-presidents and 
does not require convention action, but

Commission which sponsors ACTS (Amer­
ican Christian Television System).

The Lebanon station won the Communi­
ty Service (Broadcast) Award and tied 
with ACTS of Montgomery, Ala., for Best 
Promotional Spot. The station also was 
nominated for Broadcast Affiliate of the 
Year, but failed to win in that category.

Lebanon’s Channel 11 won the Best Pro­
motional Spot for “News Watch.” It won 
the Community Service Award for a story 
on the Wilson County Sheriff’s Youth 
Ranch. Randall Hughes, station mana­
ger, accepted the awards on behalf of the 
station.

Another Tennessee affiliate, ACTS of 
Alcoa, was nominated in two award cate­
gories, Best Spot Series and Best Spot of 
the Year, but failed to win. 

March CP ranks 10th
NASHVILLE (BP) - Southern Baptists contributed $10,455,604 to their denom­

ination’s Cooperative Program unified budget in April, according to Harold C. 
Bennett, president and treasurer of the convention’s Executive Committee.

The April total was $510,491 more than the amount received during April of 
1986, representing a 5.04 percent increase, Bennett said. It represents the 10th- 
best month in Cooperative Program history.

The latest receipts bring the Cooperative Program’s year-to-date income to 
$76,073,628 at the end of seven months of the fiscal year. That is 4.59 percent 
over the 1985-86 seven-month total.

The Cooperative Program is the Southern Baptist Convention’s financial in­
strument for funding evangelistic endeavors and mission work across the United 
States and in more than 100 countries. Funds are channeled from individual 
Southern Baptists, through their churches and state Baptist conventions and to 
19 SBC-wide entities, with each organization keeping a portion for its own 
operations.

messengers must elect the Committee on 
Boards and the persons they nominate to 
serve as agency trustees.

The appointment-election process has 
been at the center of the eight-year con-

Texan announces plans 
to nominate Jackson

ST. LOUIS (BP)- A Texas pastor, 
Charles Redmond of Sulphur Springs, 
says he wall nominate Richard Jackson 
for the presidency of the Southern Baptist 
Convention when the SBC holds its annual 
meeting June 16-18.

Redmond told the Baptist Standard, 
newsjoumal of the Baptist General Con­
vention of Texas, in mid-May he decided 
to nominate Jackson, pastor of North 
Phoenix (Ariz.) Baptist Church after 
reading that Jackson had indicated he 
would serve if asked.

“For the past two years, perhaps three, 
I have prayed that God would raise up 
someone that would be a new person to 
guide us and lead us,” Redmond said. “I 
really feel that Richard Jackson repre­
sents the mainstream of Southern Bap­
tists and will give a balance of leadership 
that will represent the majority of us.”

“I think God has raised Richard Jack- 
son to lead us to a new plateau as South­
ern Baptists in reaching the world for 
Jesus Christ,” he added.

Redmond said he has talked with Jack- 
son about the nomination and said the 
Arizona pastor consented to the nomina­
tion and agreed to let it be known that 
Redmond would nominate him.

Jackson, who in April told Baptist Press 
he believes the office of the presidency of 
the nation’s largest non-Catholic denom­
ination should seek the man, not the man 
the office, said he is “not a candidate for 
anything,” but will allow the nomination. 
“If anybody feels I can help the denomi- 

troversy in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention.

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, named the 1987 Com- 

(Continued on page 3) 

nation and wants to nominate me, they 
have my permission.” he said at the time. 
He added he would not give individuals 
permission, but “anyone” who wished to 
nominate him had the “freedom” to do it.

Jackson told the Standard he was hon­
ored by Redmond’s intention and had told 
the Sulphur Springs pastor the matter 
was “between him and the Lord.”

“lam sticking to my original statement 
that any messenger to the convention has 
the freedom to nominate me if he or she 
wants to,” Jackson told Baptist Press.

If nominated, Jackson likely will oppose 
incumbent president Adrian P. Rogers, 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church of 
Memphis, who has said he will allow his 
nomination “if the brethren w*ant me.”

For the past seven years, Redmond has 
been pastor of Sulphur Springs First Bap­
tist Church, where Jackson served from 
1964-67, prior to accepting the pastorate 
of the Phoenix congregation.

'Baptist Hour' 
drops Jackson
FORT WORTH. Texas (BP) - Richard 

Jackson has been replaced as the preach­
er of the Baptist Hour, aired on the ACTS 
television network, until after the South­
ern Baptist Convention, June 16-18, be­
cause of speculation he will be nominated 
for president of the SBC.

Jackson, who has been the Baptist Hour 
preacher since the program became part 
of the ACTS format in March of 1986, said 
he requested the change to avoid any 
criticism of ACTS or the Radio and Tele­
vision Commission.

Jackson will be replaced by Joe Ford, 
co-pastor of North Phoenix (Ariz.) Bap­
tist Church.

“I am grieved that we have such a po­
litical atmosphere, but I have thought 
through that someone might be critical of 
ACTS or the Radio and Television Com­
mission and have asked that I be removed 
after May 17 until after the convention,” 
Jackson explained.

He said he regretted having to leave the 
i preaching assignment. “I would much 
! rather be pastor of North Phoenix Baptist 
Church - or any local church - than be 
SBC president. And, I would much rather 
preach the gospel to the world on the Bap­
tist Hour than be president of anything. ’ ’
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|| Alliance forms groups to probe
Bv Marv Knox This issue was precipitated by a deci- of the 100-plus published signers of the

ujiumriuivA .  TT nr: : Imnnm tn hp. a<c<snrinted WithBy Marv Knox
RALEIGH, N.C. (BP) - Southern Bap­

tist Alliance members talked more of 
supplementing the work of their denomi­
nation than splitting from it during their 
first national meeting.

Widely criticized as a potential vehicle 
that could carry disgruntled moderate­
conservatives out of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the alliance focused instead 
on denominational heritage when about 
400 members gathered at Meredith Col­
lege in Raleigh, N.C., May 14-15.

But the alliance voted without dissent 
to create four task forces to look into 
“problem” areas of Southern Baptist life. 
Three of those can have direct impact on 
denominational organizations:

•Educational literature - The alliance 
force will study the feasibility of produc­
ing Christian educational materials to be 
used within local congregations. If devel­
oped, these products would be in direct 
competition with materials produced by 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

Last fall, the Sunday School Board pub­
lished a series of Sunday School lessons 
that moderate-conservatives said provid­
ed a too-narrow interpretation of Genesis. 
Several moderate-conservative churches 
returned their materials to the board, ex­
pressing displeasure with content they 
claimed catered to fundamental-conser­
vatives.

“I would say literature is our big con­
cern,” said Henry Crouch, alliance presi­
dent and pastor of Providence Baptist 
Church in Charlotte, N.C. “The fun­
damentalists have said they wanted pari­
ty, but what they (the Sunday School 
Board) have done is stop publishing our 
literature. We’re not going to have that 
literature coming into our churches.”

•Women in ministry — This task force 
particularly will study ways the alliance 
can help mission churches who call 
women as pastors.

I Thirteen to build 
on Venezuela trip 
Thirteen Tennesseans will be doing con­

struction work in Venezuela as a part of 
the Tennessee/Venezuela partnership. 
Since the partnership began in November 
1985, 344 persons have participated.

Serving from May 25 to June 5 will be 
a team of six persons who will continue 
construction on a church building in Tru­
jillo. Missionaries Gene and Eva Nell 
Kimler live in the building. The church 
auditorium on the upper level of the 
building needs a roof and other work.

From May 30 to June 10 seven members 
of Lakeview Baptist Church in Selmer 
will be working with Missionary James 
McDonald to help the Iglesia Bautista 
Central de San Felix complete educa­
tional facilities. The church members are 
meeting under trees.

The volunteers going to Trujillo include 
Bob Jones of First Baptist Church in 
Woodbury, Joe C. Fann of Mount View 
Baptist Chapel in Johnson City, C. T. and 
Glenda Mattox of Calvary Baptist Church 
in Big Rock, and John Jr. and Etta Mae 
Gill of Friendship Baptist Church in 
Fayetteville.

Those volunteers from the Selmer 
church include Larry Cartwright, Floyd 
Hawkins, Darren Hawkins, Phil Moore, 
Don Hawkins, Nelson Rickman, and 
Terry Moore.

Persons interested in serving should 
contact Clarence Stewart, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, P. O. Box 728, Brent­
wood, TN 37027.

sion the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board made last fall to deny Church
Pastoral Assistance funds to mission 
churches with women pastors. Alliance 
members failed in an effort to get that 
decision appealed during the board’s 
March meeting.

Crouch told the alliance's board of 
directors he has received “many letters” 
since the organization was launched Feb. 
12, particularly “pleas for help from the 
field.”

“We could not let this convocation go by 
without organizing a task force ... to help 
people” who might not qualify for the 
Home Mission Board’s financial sup­
plements, he said.

•Religious liberty - This group will 
work to secure separation of church and 
state from encroachment by both 
religious groups and government.

This endeavor currently is the respon­
sibility of the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs, a coalition of nine Baptist 
bodies, including the SBC. The BJCPA 
has been under fire from more conser­
vative Southern Baptists, particularly for 
not opposing the School Prayer Amend­
ment and for not supporting anti-abortion 
measures. Changes in the composition of 
the BJCPA will be presented to messen­
gers to the SBC annual meeting June 
16-18.

•Placement - This service will help 
like-minded ministers locate in congrega­
tions which generally share the alliance’s 
views. It also will help moderate-conser­
vative Southern Baptists who move to 
locate sympathetic congregations in their 
new home communities.

Unlike the other three task forces, the 
placement group does not overlap respon­
sibilities with any Southern Baptist or­
ganization. Alliance members affirmed 
its value, however, citing the need for 
“networking” among ministers and lay- 
people seeking to affiliate with Southern 
Baptists of similar viewpoints.

In addition to the task forces, the 
alliance approved without dissent a mo­
tion to express appreciation for a docu­
ment titled “A Pastoral Plea for Peace 
Among Southern Baptists.”

The four-part theological statement 
was sponsored by four Southern Baptist 
pastors who claimed no affiliation with 
either group in the convention’s theologi- 
cal/pohtical controversy. However, many 

Leaders call alliance lifeline
RALEIGH, N.C. (BP) - Southern Baptist Alliance leaders, 

during the group’s first national convocation here, have 
described their new organization as a lifeline to save some 
Southern Baptists, not a scalpel to amputate them from their 
convention.

“We want to provide a lifeline to Southern Baptists who 
are discouraged and keep them from leaving the denomina­
tion,” said Henry Crouch, alliance president and pastor of 
Providence Baptist Church in Charlotte, N.C.

Crouch added that lifeline is one of nurture, not politics: 
“We have said from the beginning, we are not political; we 
will not be political. Most all of us (as individuals) are 
moderates, and we have been political. But that is not the 
purpose of the Southern Baptist Alliance.”

Walter Shurden, dean of Mercer University’s school of 
religion in Macon, Ga., described a “division of the house” 
between the “political group” and the “alliance or fellowship 
group” of moderate-conservatives during a meeting last 
summer in Macon.

“pie way we’d been doing things as moderates was not 
getting us anywhere,” Bill Puckett, pastor of Millbrook Bap­
tist Church in Raleigh, said of the political effort to motivate 
Southern Baptist messengers to attend the SBC annual 
meeting and elect a moderate-conservative candidate as

president. The result for moderates who helped form the 
alliance was a retooling of efforts, “not to win the presiden­
cy, but to establish some passion for things we believe in.” 

That passion grew out of a realization the political strug­
gle — which moderate-conservatives consistently have lost 
by about 55/45-percent vote margins — is out of reach for 
the time being, Crouch explained:

“We recognized we won’t be on convention boards and con­
trol what’s happening. And that’s OK; we’ll be positive. This 
group is through with politics. We don’t plan to play that way 
any more.”

“We keep getting press about splintering and starting a 
new denomination. That’s not in our conversation and in­
tent,” said Mahan Siler, pastor of Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church in Raleigh and organizer of the convocation. 
“Hopefully, rather than eroding the convention, this will pro­
vide a vision for people to stay in the SBC with concern and 
leadership. A lot of Southern Baptists are hungering for sup­
port. They feel alienated.

“I’m personally in it to provide a support place for younger 
ministers,” he added. “I want them to feel there’s a place 
of support with a kind of ministry with which they can iden­
tify — to show them there’s an option to stay in the conven­
tion.”

document are known to be associated with 
the moderate-conservative cause.

In addition to the “Pastoral Plea,” the 
alliance has its own seven-part “cove­
nant.” It commits members to freedom 
of the individual, freedom of the local 
church, the larger body of Christ, the ser­
vant role of leadership, theological educa­
tion, the proclamation of Christ, and the 
principle of a free church in a free state.

The alliance’s four officers, selected by 
the founding temporary board of directors 
this spring, were elected to one-year 
terms. They are Crouch, president; Susan 
Lockwood Wright, pastor of Cornell Bap­
tist Church in Chicago, first vice- 
president; Richard Groves, pastor of 
Wake Forest Baptist Church in Winston- 
Salem, N.C., secretary; and Bruce Mor­
gan, pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Greenville, S.C., treasurer. The board of 
directors also was empowered to elect a

[ Lee Roberts resigns
NASHVILLE (BP)- A layman affili­

ated with the fundamental-conservative 
wing of the Southern Baptist Convention 
has dropped out of the moderate-conser­
vative Southern Baptist Alliance.

Lee Roberts, a mortgage banker and 
member of Eastside Baptist Church in 
Marietta, Ga., resigned following the al­
liance’s first national convocation May 
14-15 in Raleigh, N.C., citing his disagree­
ment with the organization’s “ungodly 
creed” as his reason for resignation. 
Roberts was chairman of the Southern 
Baptist Committee on Boards in 1986.

“My spirit was grieved to hear conser­
vatives accused of wanting to adopt a 
creed, to hear the messengers adopt the 
statement, -no creed but Christ,’ and in 
the next few minutes listen as they ap­
proved a seven-point creed that all 
members must affirm,” Roberts wrote in 
his letter of resignation mailed to alliance 
President Henry Crouch.

The seven-point document is the alli­
ance’s “covenant,” approved when the 
400 participants ratified the organiza­
tion’s Constitution.

“We have no creed,” said Crouch, pas­
tor of Providence Baptist Church in Char­
lotte, N.C. He described the covenant as 
a list of “historic Baptist principles.”

“Basically, our statement of purpose

'problems
layperson as second vice-president.

A Constitution and bylaws for the new 
organization was * approved without 
dissent.

Alliance members also gathered in 
state or regional groups to select 
members for the organization’s first per­
manent board and to make plans for 
organizing the alliance on state or 
regional levels.

Inspirational services illustrated the 
convocation theme, “Celebrating Our 
Baptist Heritage.” Included were two 
worship services, a historical/dramatic 
presentation, and a banquet.

The alliance has 800 individual mem­
bers from 28 states. Crouch said, noting 
70 percent of those members are laypeo- 
ple. In addition, eight churches with a 
total of 4,000 members have joined. 
Alliance leaders hope the organization 
will include 2,000 individual members by 
mid-May of next year, he added.

says that we are dedicated to the preser­
vation of historic Baptist principles,” 
Crouch said. ‘‘We feel these principles 
have been part of Southern Baptist life for 
a long, long time. We are not creedal; no 
one has to sign anything.”

But Roberts said the document con­
flicted with his conscience: “One need not 
go any further than the first paragraph in 
the seven-point creed to know that one 
must choose between the creed of the 
Southern Baptist Alliance and the Holy 
Word of God. It is in paragraph number 
one that your creed states that each in­
dividual has the right to interpret the 
Scriptures. But God has clearly instructed 
us in 2 Peter 1:20 to ‘know first of all, that 
no prophecy of 'Scripture is a matter of 
one’s own interpretation.’ ”

“I came to the convocation to learn 
where the Southern Baptist Alliance 
stands,” Roberts wrote. “I found it to 
stand in direct opposition to the Holy 
Word of God, and I can no longer be a 
part.”

Crouch responded: “I appreciate his in­
tegrity - if he doesn’t believe in what the 
Southern Baptist Alliance stands for - in 
disassociating himself. He was certainly 
welcome at the convocation; we tried to 
be friendly with him. We could include 
him, but he could not accept us.”
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BrysonStacker Campbell

Trustees of FMB 'regret' 
lack of women nominees

Union hosts preachers' school
JACKSON - The annual West Tennes­

see Summer Preachers’ School will be 
held July 6-9 on the campus of Union 
University. This year’s theme is “Jesus. 
Our Example.”

Program personalities will include Joe 
Stacker, director of the church adminis­
tration department at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board; Harold Bryson, chairman 
of the division of pastoral ministries at 
New Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary; Robert Campbell, associate 
director of the specialized evangelism

Moderates react
(Continued from page 1) 

mittee on Committees May 29.
Slatton told the news conference: “We 

had been hoping against hope that there 
would be in Dr. Rogers’ appointments this 
year a move away from politics, a move 
toward including people rather than try­
ing to shut them out. We expected a 
preponderance of fundamentalists, but 
not a committee with only one identifiable 
moderate.”

Slatton said information was gathered 
on 60 of the 66 committee members, as 

j moderate-conservatives in 30 state con­
ventions inquired concerning the two ap­
pointees in their respective states, adding 
.hat state executives, editors, and “peo- 

j ale who knew the nominees” provided the 
| nformation.

Cavender noted the survey reflects a 
‘multiplicity of sources” and “not just 

| me person giving his opinion of someone 
I‘Ise.”

To determine the theological/political 
’ msition of each committee member, two 
luestions were asked, Slatton said: 
‘First, are the appointees identified with 

• particular faction in the present con- 
roversy? Second, to what extent have the 
ominees been involved in Baptist life in 
ie state level, so as to know the state 

'Baptist fellowship well enough to make 
spresentative nominations for national 
ffice?”
In addition to the ideological slant of the 

Committee, Slatton said the survey 
I weals that 36 percent of the committee 
I tembers have been uninvolved in state 

■ aptist activities and 19 percent have 
I jen marginally involved. Only 42 percent

Larry Partain begins 
Grandview pastorate

I Larry G. Partin began his ministry as 
istor of Grandview Baptist Church, 
aryville, on April 12.
A graduate of Dallas Baptist Universi- 
in Dallas, Partin received his seminary 

< gree from Southwestern Baptist 
' teological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
r xas

Martin comes to the Maryville pastorate 
fi m Emmanuel Baptist Church in Jeffer- 
41 City. Prior to that he served as 
asociate pastor of Lochwood Baptist 
Ourch in Dallas, Texas. 

department of the Home Mission Board; 
Delores Taylor, pastor’s wife, West Jack- 
son Baptist Church, Jackson; John 
Adams, vice-president for religious af­
fairs at Union University.

The second annual golf tournament has 
been planned as an integral part of the 
preachers’ school. This two-round tourna­
ment will be July 7-8 at the Hidden Valley 
Golf Course.

For more information, contact the of­
fice of religious affairs.

are considered active in their states, he 
said.

To avoid dealing in “personalities,” the 
three men refused to identify their infor­
mation sources or to categorize commit­
tee members by name.

Rogers told Baptist Press, “These ap­
pointments have been carefully selected 
from loyal, active, and qualified Southern 
Baptists.

“The churches from which they have 
been selected have an average Coopera­
tive Program percentage of over 12 per­
cent and the pastors have an average 
tenure of over 11 years,” he said. “Many 
of these selected are direct recommenda­
tions of state executive secretaries, and 
many others have been approved by these 
executive secretaries. Still others were 
chosen from recommendations that came 
from the broad spectrum of denomia- 
tional life.

“These appointments have been made 
in consultation with the two vice- 
presidents. I have every confidence that 
these good and godly people will serve 
Southern Baptists well,” Rogers added.

Cole; Jim Humphreys, director of missions for Carroll- 
Benton Baptist Association; Fred Ward, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church; Joe Harris, pastor of Eastview Baptist Chapel; 
Al Hilliard, chairman of the FBC missions committee; and 
Joe Patterson, treasurer of FBC and Eastview chapel.

EASTVIEW CHAPEL BREAKS GROUND — Members of 
Eastview Baptist Chapel broke ground for a new building 
on April 26. As a mission of First Baptist Church, Hunt­
ingdon, the Eastview congregation began in October 1984. 
Pictured with shovels in hand are (from left to right) Bob

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- Trustees of 
the Foreign Mission Board voted May 20 
to express “regret” that no women have 
been slated for nomination for election to 
the board at the 1987 Southern Baptist 
Convention and to ask the SBC Executive 
Committee to “note this inequality in 
future years” and address it.

Mary Strauss, who completed her sec­
ond and final term as a Foreign Mission 
Board trustee at the May meeting in Rich­
mond, made the motion after reading the 
list of nine pastors and one full-time evan­
gelist who will be nominated to the agen­
cy by the Southern Baptist Committee on 
Boards in June.

“I stand before you as a member of a 
vanishing species - a woman serving on 
one of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
boards or agencies,” Strauss told her 
fellow trustees. “The women of this de­
nomination are beginning to feel disen­
franchised, second-class, and second-rate 
as they continue to be bypassed for posi­
tions of leadership.”

Since the April 28 Baptist Press news 
release upon which she based her com­
ments, another pastor has been nomi­
nated to the Foreign Mission Board. Two 
vacancies are yet to be filled. Ten women 
elected in earlier years remain on the 
85-member board.

No count was taken on the motion which 
passed easily, but apparently three 
trustees voted “no” while some other 
trustees did not participate in the hand 
vote. No one spoke against the motion.

T. C. Pinckney, chairman of the 1987 
Committee on Boards, was contacted at 
his home in Alexandria, Va., after the 
vote. He said he had encouraged commit­
tee members to consider women and 
ethnic minorities and feels “they did a 
commendable job — we have a number 
of women who will be nominated to other 
boards, it just happened the people for the 
Foreign Mission Board all happened to be 
men.”

Pinckney’s committee will suggest 142 
new trustees and 104 renominations to 
messengers to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in St. Louis in June. Nine women 
were included in the April committee 
report, including one each on the Ex­
ecutive Committee, the Sunday School 
Board, the Annuity Board, the Radio­

Television Commission and, pending a 
bylaw change, the Public Affairs Commit­
tee. The Historical Commission and the 
Christian Life Commission each had two 
women nominees listed.

“It is lamentable when you look at what 
women have contributed to the mission ef­
fort,” that from among 14.6-million South­
ern Baptists, “not one woman could be 
found capable of helping formulate mis­
sion policy.”

She pointed to Baptist women serving 
as governors, legislators, presidents of 
national organizations, and heads of bus­
inesses as examples of “women who are 
articulate, well-educated, and experi­
enced who are not being used,” on the 
Foreign Mission Board governing group.

Strauss, a homemaker from Hagers­
town, Md., and president-elect of the 
American Medical Association Auxiliary, 
warned that such women, “if not utilized, 
will exercise their talents in other places 
and we (Southern Baptists and foreign 
missions) will be the losers.”

I Lawrence Brown 
dies in Memphis 
Lawrence E. Brown, a retired physician 

and member of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board, died May 21 
at Baptist Memorial Hospital in Memphis 
of an apparent heart attack.

The funeral was May 23 at Hinds- 
Smythe Cosmopolitan Funeral Home in 
Memphis and burial was at Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Midtown, in Memphis.

Brown was also a member of the TBC 
Education Committee and Union Avenue 
Baptist Church in Memphis. He had been 
an outpatient physician at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center in Mem­
phis. He previously had practiced gyne­
cology and obstetrics at Baptist Hospital.

The graduate of the University of Ten­
nessee, Memphis, and Memphis State 
University was a volunteer organist at the 
Veterans Administration Medical Center 
and a substitute organist in local church­
es.

He is survived by a sister, Mary Bry­
son, and a brother, Murray E. Brown, 
both of Memphis.
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Editorials

Is Baptist money effectively utilized?
The continuing media coverage of the troubled 

PTL Club, along with a few other stories about the 
financial assets of other televangelists and 
parachurch groups, raises questions in the 
public’s minds concerning the financial account­
ability of all religious organizations.

Even some faithful Tennessee Baptist church 
members, who have given freely of their financial 
possessions through their churches, might be rais­
ing questions about what happens to the money 
channeled through the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.

Stories of the extravagant houses, expensive 
chartered plane trips, and fur coats, not to men­
tion “bribe” money, casts a hideous shadow on 
every Christian organization.

Is Baptist money safe? Is it properly managed 
and protected from mishandling? Is it efficiently 
channeled into effective ministries?

The answer to all of those questions is an ab­
solute and decisive YES, YES, YES!

When church members give their money 
through the local church, a committee of fellow 
church members is chosen to count it, deposit it, 
and account for it in a fiscally responsible 
manner.

A percentage of it, determined by each local 
church, is designated as Cooperative Program 
funds and is sent to the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion. Other funds, such as the mission offerings, 
are designated to specific TBC or SBC causes.

These funds are received in each day’s mail at 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention accounting of­
fice. Such mail is opened, always in the presence 
of more than one employee, is processed using the 
most meticulous accounting procedures, and is 
deposited in the bank, again by more than one 
employee.

Martha Grove, controller-director of accounting 
for the TBC, exercises extreme care and sound 
business practices to assure that every penny is 
accounted for and is used according to the dictates 
of the churches and the convention-approved 
budget. Money on hand is deposited daily in ac­
counts that will earn the highest interest possible 
until it is needed for various ministries.
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Each year the TBC Executive Board-recom­
mended budget which is to be approved by 
messengers to the annual convention is printed in 
the TBC annual. The annual also includes a de­
tailed report of the independent audits of all TBC 
agencies and institutions.

Any other time during the year, interested Bap­
tists may call or visit the TBC Executive Board 
building to find out specific details about how Bap­
tist money is handled and distributed.

Last year, Tennessee Baptists channeled about 
$32-million through the Executive Board building. 
About 64 percent of it ($20.8-million) was 
Cooperative Program funds. The Cooperative 
Program is the denomination’s unified budget 
plan that channels support to Baptist causes on 
the state and national levels. About 36 percent 
($11.5-million) was designated to specific causes.

Of the $20.8-million Cooperative Program 
money, 37 percent ($8.3-million) was forwarded 
on to Southern Baptist Convention causes and 63 
percent ($14.2-million) remained in Tennessee.

Tennessee’s Cooperative Program dollars sup­
ported three child care campuses and two satellite 
homes, foster care, a home for unwed mothers,

Prepare to register
Experts are predicting about 28,000 messengers 

at the 1987 annual meeting of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention in St. Louis June 16-18.

But be warned, if you head out for St. Louis 
without the proper credentials for registering, you 
will face difficulties when you attempt to register.

It is extremely important for churches to prop­
erly elect their messengers and meet the certifica­
tion requirements. This is easily done if the 
messenger has an official registration card, prop­
erly filled out when he or she arrives at the 
registration area. These cards are available from 
associational offices throughout Tennessee.

Messengers must be elected by a church dur­
ing a regular or a called business meeting. The 
registration card then should be filled out and 
signed by either the moderator or the clerk of the 
church.

Messengers without the properly completed 
card will be referred to the convention’s Creden­
tials Committee. Messengers who go before the 
committee must have either a letter on the let­
terhead of the church signed by either the 
moderator or clerk, or a telegram sent from the 
local church stating that the individual is a prop­
erly elected messenger from the church.

According to the SBC Constitution, every church 
“which is in friendly cooperation with this conven­
tion and sympathetic with its purposes and has 
during the fiscal year preceding been a bona fide 
contributor to the convention’s work” is entitled 
to elect and certify one messenger.

Additional messengers are permitted for each 
250 members or for each $250 contributed to SBC 
causes during the previous fiscal year. Under no 
circumstances can any church have more than 10 
messengers registered at an annual convention.

Registration will open at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 
14, in the registration area on the second floor of 
the Cervantes Convention Center in St. Louis. 
Registration will close at 9:30 p.m. Sunday. It will 
continue from 8 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday (June 15-17) and from 8 a.m. until the 
close of the convention at 5 p.m. Thursday.

We urge Tennessee Baptists to make the 
necessary preparations to be properly registered 
and to go to St. Louis prepared to participate in 
the inspirational sessions and to vote their con­
sciences during the business sessions. CEW 

an adult home, a retirement community, three 
Baptist colleges and an academy for high school 
students, BSU work on about 30 campuses, and 
two camp programs. TBC Cooperative Program 
money also undergirded a variety of other 
ministries and TBC support programs to help 
about 2,900 churches and missions reach people 
for Christ.

The $8.3-million sent to SBC causes, combined 
with contributions from Southern Baptists in other 
states, supported about 3,750 foreign missionaries 
in more than 100 nations and about 3,630 borne 
missionaries in the United States, six seminaries, 
the work of the Southern Baptist Radio and Televi­
sion Commission which has established a televi­
sion network, American Christian Television 
System (ACTS), and the work of other SBC agen­
cies and institutions.

In addition, the $11.5-million in designated gifts 
were channeled directly to the cause or causes 
designated by the giver. This includes the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions, 
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions, the Golden State Missions Offering, the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes Mother’s 
Day Offering, hunger relief gifts, and funds ear­
marked for Baptist colleges and other institutions.

Incidentally, 100 percent of these designated 
gifts can be used for the need for which they were 
directed because the administrative costs are 
covered by Cooperative Program funds.

Of course, the Tennessee Baptist Convention is 
one of many Baptist state conventions. Last year, 
these state conventions, through Cooperative Pro­
gram funds that remained in each state, sup­
ported 67 colleges and universities with more than 
200,000 students and dozens of children’s homes, 
hospitals, and homes for the aging. They also pro­
vided ministries to students on 1,100 campuses in 
the United States through Baptist Student Unions.

Compare these TBC and SBC statistics with the 
combined missions and ministry efforts of six of 
the leading television evangelists last year.

These six televangelists had a combined income 
equivalent to the missions giving of 14.6-million 
Southern Baptists, but their missions and humani­
tarian ministries do not hold a candle to the 
worldwide mission efforts supported by Southern 
Baptist funds.

Southern Baptists in 1986 gave slightly more 
than $635-million for missions causes, somewhat 
less than the combined incomes of six of the top 
televangelists featured in the April 6 U.S. News 
and World Report.

Five of the televangelists and their 1986 gross 
incomes, according to U.S. News, are Pat Robert­
son, $176-million; Jim Bakker, $172-miUion; Jim­
my Swaggart, $142-million; Jerry Falwell, 
$100-million; and Robert Schuller, $36-million. 
Also included is Oral Roberts whose income was 
listed at $58-million in 1985.

Between them, the six TV evangelists, in addi­
tion to their television programs, supported four 
schools, a hospital, three churches, two ministries 
to needy children, a home for unwed mothers, and 
a ministry to the needy, U.S. News reported.

Southern Baptists have a great system for chan­
neling money to effective ministries that will 
reach people for Christ and build up the kingdom 
of God. Safeguards are built into the system to 
protect it from extravagance or fraud. The books 
are open. Baptists have nothing to hide.

Compared to the limited ministries supported 
by televangelists and many parachurch groups, 
Southern Baptists can be justifiably proud. CEW
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Golden State Missions Offering 
1987 allocations Letters to the editor

These are the allocations for the 1987 Golden State Missions Offering which will 
be received with the Week of Prayer for State Missions, Sept. 6-13. The allocations 
were approved by the TBC Executive Board May 5 and the WMU Executive Board 
May 15.

Program of Work:
1986 

Allocation
1987 

Allocation
Increase 

(Decrease)

Appalachian Outreach Shelter (Carson-Newman). JF -0- $ 5,000 $ 5,000
Black Baptist Student Work....................................... 7,500 7,000 (500)
Burney Love Gifts (for Tennessee foreign mis-

sionaries’ dependent children in TBC colleges).. 9,500 7,000 (2,500)
Camps Capital/Renovation......................................... 170,000 200,000 30,000
Camps for Mentally Retarded (Sunday Sch. Dept.) 18,575 38,600 20,025
Church-related Vocations Students’ Emergency Fund 7,000 9,000 2,000
Disaster Relief (Brotherhood)................................. . 10,000 10,000 -0-
Gifts to Native Tennessee Missionaries at Christmas 21,000 13,000 (8,000)
GSMO Promotion Expense........................................ 17,000 25,000 8.000
International Student Ministries................................ 12,000 12,000 -0-
Language Missions Ministries.......................... . 20,000 24,000 4,000
Ministers Aid Fund.......................... ............................ 7,500 7,500 -0-
Ministry to the Handicapped....................................... 6,000 3,000 (3,000)
Ministry to Military Personnel (Millington)............ 1,000 1,475 475
Missionary-in-Residence (Union).............................. -0- 3,000 3,000
Mission Lot and Building Fund................................. 100,000 100,000 -0-
New Work Pastoral Salary Assistance...................... 60,000 30,000 (30,000)
New Work Revolving Loan Fund............ ................. 193,225 150,000 (43,225)
Prison Ministry - Scripture Distribution (WMU)... 6,000 5,000 (1,000)
Proposed Conference Center Fund.............. . ............ 40,000 40,000 -0-
Rainbow Acres Baptist Home for Retarded Adults. 5,000 -0- (5,000)
Resort Missions.......... ............................... . 6,600 6,600 -O-
Rural and Mountain Missions.................................... 16,000 16,000 -0-
Seminary Studies Assistance (Union)....................... -0- 2,500 2,500
Site Fund for New Churches...................................... 100,000 100,000 -0-
Student Exchange - Chinese (Carson-Newman)... -0- 2,500 2,500
Student Scholarships (WMU)....................... . ............ 29.500 36,000 6,500
Student Summer Missions (Missions Dept.)............. 8,600 9,000 400
Summer Preachers Schools (Colleges)..................... 14,000 14,100 100
United Tennessee League........................... . .............. 75,000 75,000 -0-
VBS Summer Missionaries (SS Dept.)................ . 7.000 8,000 1,000
Video Equipment and Maintenance.......................... 7,600 7,400 (200)
Weekday Missions Ministries..................... . ........ . 3,000 3,000 -0-
WMU Budget Supplement (Metro WMU Promotion) 13,250 13,250 -O-
WMU Budget Supplement (Rural WMU Promotion) 5,000 6,000 1,000
WMU Volunteer Workers............................................ 4,500 6,000 1,500
Contingency Fund........................................................ 3,650 4,075 425

TOTAL............................................................ $1,005,000 $1,000,000 $ (5,000)

HMB elects two staff members
ATLANTA (BP) - The Executive Com­

mittee of the Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sion Board elected two staff members and 

5 appointed 27 missionaries during their 
• May meeting.
J Jerry Carl Wolverton of Nashville was 

elected to the new position of associate 
director of marketing services. Wolver­
ton, former sales promotion supervisor 
for the SBC Sunday School Board, will 
assist with development of marketing 
strategy for the board’s products and pro­
grams.

He has been a general contractor for the 
past two years, and is former director of 
the Donelson Christian Academy in Nash­
ville, former minister of music and educa- 
tion for Woodcock Baptist Church in 
Nashville, and former regional sales man­

Tennessee/Venezuela 
prayer net partnership

I —Pray for Stan Parris, general evangelist serving in Maracaibo, who 
celebrates his birthday May 30.

—Pray for the six members of the church construction team leaving May 
25 to work in Trujillo.

—Pray for the construction team of seven persons leaving May 30. The team 
from Lakeview Baptist Church in Selmer will be working on education facilities 
for Iglesia Bautista Central de San Felix.

I —Pray that the Venezuelan government will grant visas allowing new mis- 
I sionaries to work in the country.
I . > •

ager for a company in Los Angeles.
Bill Graham, who has been associate 

director of the missionary personnel de­
partment since 1983, was promoted to 
director of the department. He will be 
responsible for recruitment, screening, 
and orientation of all candidates for mis­
sionary appointment by the board.

Before coming to the board, Graham 
was pastor of Middletown Baptist Church, 
Middletown, R.I. Previously, he had been 
pastor of churches in Manitowoc and 
Sheboygan, Wise., and Paris, Texas. He 
is a graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.

Graham succeeds Irvin Dawson who 
became a national consultant for missions 
development field servicing.

Letters on any religion-subject are welcomed. 
Letters of over 300 words will not be used. Other 
letters may be shortened at the discretion of 
the editor. No unsigned letters will be printed, 
but writer’s name will be withheld for sufficient 
reason. Letters must contain complete address 
and telephone number. Letters must not make 
personal attacks on the character or integrity 
of individuals.

Rather argue than give
Dear editor:

It was sad to read that the Woman’s 
Missionary Union felt compelled to lower 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering goal 
for 1987 by $6-million because we Southern 
Baptists had rather argue over inerran­
cy (which we can’t define) than give to 
spread the Word around the world.

My wife and I just returned from a visit 
to the Ivory Coast where our daughter is 
a journeyman. There we learned first­
hand how the devaluation of the dollar 
also cuts back on what we give to mis­
sions. In April the exchange rate in the 
Ivory Coast was 306 CFA (francs) for one 
dollar. Last year it was in the range of 400 
to one. This means that the dollar we gave 
last y ir is only worth 75 cents now.

I came back from the Ivory Coast with 
several convictions. First, that the Word 
of God is powerful and applies to any 
culture or people. Second, that the Chris­
tians there put me to shame with their 
commitment and joy in the Lord in the 
midst of trying circumstances and 
meager resources. Third, that the way 
Southern Baptists organize and fund their 
mission work is the best that I know of. 
Fourth, that I would pray more and give 
more to missions.

We don’t have to be limited by a goal. 
May the Spirit of God move us to give way 
over and above the goal. We do what we 
really believe, all the rest is just religious 
talk.

Tom Brown
407 East Main
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Consider the gifts
Dear editor:

The joint annual meeting of the Baptist 
Historical Society and the Historical Com­
mission was held on April 12-22 at the 
WMU National headquarters in Birm­
ingham, Ala.

The society has always tried to plan its 
meetings to discuss topics which are time­
ly and pertinent to SBC life and this year 
was no different. Planned in conjunction 
with the celebration of the Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union centennial in 1988, the 
theme for the meeting was “Women in 
Southern Baptist History.”

Since women were excluded from serv­
ing as voting messengers until 1918 and 
the first presentation by a woman on the 
convention floor was not until 1929 (men 
read the WMU reports to the convention 
for the first 40 years of its existence), it 
is hard to believe that an entire meeting 
of the historical society could be given 
over to the history of women in the 
denomination.

However, the meeting was significant 
not simply because “the role of women” 
was discussed, but more importantly 
because it provided an opportunity for 
men and women representing differing 
viewpoints toward women in ministry 
within the denomination to meet together 
for discussion.

As we prepare to celebrate the centen­
nial of WMU in 1988, perhaps this would 

be a good time for each local church and 
association to focus on the ministry of 
women in our denomination. Work groups 
could be organized which would include 
men and women who are willing to look 
carefully at Scripture and discuss the role 
of women in their own particular church 
and association. Discussion should in­
clude topics such as the leadership of 
women as deacons and pastors and 
church staff members.

What better way to celebrate the very 
fine work of the WMU than to consider 
again the gifts women have to offer 
through ministry in every area of church 
life.

Karen E. Smith
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Rd.
Louisville, KY 40280

Personal
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive
Secretary-T reasurer

Five times the Scriptures record the use 
of perfume, or balm, as an expression of 
love and devotion to the Savior by those 
who brought it.

The Magi brought frankincense and 
myrrh. The woman who was a sinner 
came to Simon’s house where Jesus was 
a guest and “brought an alabaster box of 
ointment, and stood at His feet behind 
Him weeping, and began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and did wipe them with the 
hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and 
anointed them with ointment.” Also, 
Mary of Bethany anointed His feet with 
a poind of ointment of very costly spices, 
“and the house was filled with the odor of 
the ointment.” Nicodemus, with Joseph of 
Arimathea, “brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about a hundred weight. Then 
they took the body of Jesus, and wound it 
in linen clothes with the spices.” The 
Scriptures also recount how, early in the 
morning, certain women came into the 

^sepulchre, bringing the spices and oint­
ments which they had prepared.

As I thought upon these experiences, 
the thought occurred to me, “Is it possi­
ble to still bring perfume to express our 
love to Christ?” If I can’t, and of course I 
can’t, are there other ways I can express 
my devotion? Let me share with you some 
of the ways that came to mind.

Holy, righteous, pure living by His peo­
ple must send up a sweet smelling fra­
grance to our Lord. I have been present 
when a godly person walked into the room 
and the whole atmosphere was uplifted.

I am convinced that as we bring our 
gifts to our Lord, if they are given gener­
ously, happily, and sacrificially, they 
refresh our Lord. Paul refers to the offer­
ings sent him by the Philippian church as 
“an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice ac­
ceptable, well pleasing to God.”

Also there is the perfume of prayer. We 
read in Revelation 5:8 about “golden vials 
full of odours, which are the prayers of 
saints.” In centuries gone by, the saints 
used to speak, I understand, of “collecting 
the prayers.” So it must be that God 
gathers the spiritual essence which pro­
vides an ascending stream of sweetness 
before God’s throne.

Perhaps a question we might consider 
is, “Does my life offer up to God a 
fragrance?”
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II Southwestern grants degrees to 30 from Tennessee
" fort WORTH, Texas - The largest Master of divinity degree: Anthony of Nashville; Rodney Lynn Collins of Associate of divinity degree: RoFORT WORTH, Texas - The largest 
graduating class in the history of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, included 
30 from Tennessee.

During the May 15 ceremony, 503 
degrees were conferred. The graduates 
included the following Tennesseans.

Books with a message . . .

THE DUAL MINISTRY
Dr. M. Thomas Starkes 
This is the author's 35th 
book—sure to be a best seller! 
Both the ordained and lay per­
sons are uplifted and affirmed 
while being called to a more 
active and beautiful ministry. 
Confused about how witness­
ing and ministering are done? 
Confused on how the ordain­
ed and unordained should 
relate? Then you need this 
book! 01-2 Paper $3.95

THE FUTURE CHURCH
By Dr. Ralph Neighbour Jr.
This book resounds the message that membership in 
the future church will cost you your life! Are you 
ready for the church of the future? A national best 
seller now in its second printing. 07-1 Paper 55.95

Today's
World 
Religions

TODAY’S WORLD 
RELIGIONS
By Dr. M. Thomas Starkes 
The second edition of this 
best-selling book. A brief but 
basic introduction to major 
religions. 02-1 Paper $7.95

Global Publishers
ORDER FROM YOUR 

BAPTIST BOOKSTORE

This announcement is neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of offers to buy any 
of these securities. The offering is made only by Prospectus.

$10,000,000
HOME MISSION BOARD OF THE 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

CHURCH LOAN COLLATERALIZED BONDS

SERIES C
MINIMUM PURCHASE - $500.00

Proceeds from the sale of the Bonds, along with other available funds of Home Mis­
sion Board, will be used to make direct loans to Baptist churches affiliated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention for the financing of sites and the construction of 
buildings in keeping with the Bold Mission Thrust emphasis of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.
Interest on the Bonds will be payable semi-annually. The Bonds will be offered with 
maturity dates varying from six months to fifteen years and the interest rate will 
vary from 8.5% to 10.5% depending upon the maturity date as set forth in the 
Prospectus.
Copies of the Prospectus may be obtained by writing the broker-dealer servicing 
bond issue:

CITIZENS AND SOUTHERN SECURITIES CORPORATION 
ATTENTION: COMPLIANCE DEPARTMENT

33 North Avenue, NE
18th Floor

Atlanta, Georgia 30308-0216

Name _________ __ ________________________________ _____

Address __________ _ ________________________ __ ________

City  State  Zip ______

□ I would like information about placing my investment in an IRA account.

Hood Burdick of Memphis; Harold Mark 
Ashworth of Chattanooga; Richard Alan 
Jones of Chattanooga; Rodney Wayne 
Maples of Knoxville; Jana Lvnn McClin­
ton of Nashville; M. Piere McIntyre of 
Nashville; Victor Lewis Morrison of Mi­
lan; James Wallace Presnell of Elizabeth­
ton; Kenneth Wayne Madden Jr. of 
Dickson; Jeffrey Albert Nave of Eliza­
bethton; Mark Stephen Johnson of 
Kingsport; Mark Edward Thompson Jr. 
of Paris; Michael Kreg Smith of Lenoir 
City ; Robert Merrit Warden of Johnson 
City; Donald Alan Davidson of Memphis; 
Matthew Howard Hudson of Jackson; and 
Ben Allen Wilkes of Memphis.

Master of arts in religious education 
degree: Kenneth Dale Heath of 
Nashville; Gordon William Davidson of 
New Market; Michael Curtis Cummings

SNAPPER
Attention

•Church Stall 
•Ministers 
•Churches

We proudly sell and 
service all Snapper 

mowers, 
trimmers and blowers.

Call Us Today!
Guy Bates, Owner

JOELTON FOODTOWN
7110 White's Creek Pk. 876-2336

Knoxville; Michael George Berner of Douglas Hatmaker of Clinton.
Memphis; Mark Montgomery LaGrone 
of Memphis; Timothy Wilkins Patterson 
of Camden; Judy L. King of Nashville; 
James Calvin Markle of Memphis; and 
Todd Andrew Meredith of Knoxville.

[ Union to host prayer focus
JACKSON - The Southeast Regional 

Conference on Prayer for Spiritual 
Awakening will be held at Union Univer­
sity in Jackson, July 9-10.

The program will include speakers, 
small group sharing, music, fellowship 
times, and much more. The conference is 
a joint effort of the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board in Atlanta, Ga., the 
evangelism department of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention in Brentwood, and 
Union University.

The purpose of the conference is to pro­
vide information and motivation for a 
spiritual awakening in the last quarter of 
this century.

ADD-A-PAD 
PEW UPHOLSTERING 
REVERSIBLE CUSHIONS 

PEW REFINISHING
Our installers have upholstered over 1.000 
churches. 15 year wear warranty We can upholster 
your pews on site for less than loose cushions’ 
Call us for a FREE estimate

Ji Interiors Inc.
CHURCH FURNITURE » STAINED GLASS

800 Eastchester Dr • P O Box 5346 
High Point. NC 27262-5346 

USA (800) 334-8130 TOLL FREE

What’s the major thing on the 
mind of nearly every youth? The 
opposite sex, of course! Fortunately, 
Dating: Making Your Own Choices 
discusses, from a Christian perspec­
tive, youth’s questions and concerns 
about dating. Written for youth, 
grades seven through twelve, this 
guide gives tips for a terrific date, 
advice on building a meaningful 
relationship, and discusses loneli­
ness, getting serious, preparation 
for marriage, and more.

Though written for youth, this 
book provides excellent material for 
ministers of youth, youth workers, 
and parents! , , 

paperback, $4.95

Karen Dockrey, also the author of 
Friends: Finding and Keeping Them, 
and Getting to Know God, resides 
in Hendersonville, Tennessee.

At your Baptist Book Store

BEROADMAN

Associate of divinity degree: Ronald

Master of music degree: William Allen 
Crawford of Knoxville.

Master of arts in communication 
degree: Darralyn Cummings of Nash­
ville.

Program personalities include: Manley 
Beasley, evangelist, Euless, Texas; D. L. 
Lowery, director of state missions, Bap­
tist General Convention of Texas, Dallas; 
Ron and Patricia Owens, concert artists, 
Fort Worth, Texas; Glenn Sheppard, 
president, International Prayer Min­
istries, Atlanta; Robert Hamblin, vice- 
president, Home Mission Board; and 
Duane and Iris Blue, Mission Service 
Corps volunteers, Houston, Texas.

The conference will begin at 3 p.m. (im­
mediately following the West Tennessee 
Summer Preachers’ School) in the G. M. 
Savage Memorial Chapel. Morning, after­
noon, and evening sessions will be held on 
July 10, concluding at 9:30 p.m.

Advance registration and lodging infor­
mation may be secured from TBC, evan­
gelism department, P. O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37027, or Union Universi­
ty, office of religious affairs, Jackson, TN 
38305.

GLENWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH Jk 
2601 EAST CENTER ST.
KINGSPORT. TN 37664
Phone: (615) 245-5538

Kingsport's Oldest ja: 
Southern Baptist Church

Established March 18. 1887
HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 

Noon June 7, 1987
You're invited to bring a basket of food and 
join us for a good ole' time. Centennial 
costumes optional.

NOW ON VIDEO CASSETTE
See and hear again...

CHARLIE TAYLOR
Tthe Bible bands:

story of Jesus
Rimed and narraied by Rev Dr Charles Fortes Taylor

AS FEATURED...
in person to capacity audiences in 
more than 500 U.S. cities.

Well-known preacher, photographer 
and seasoned traveler. Dr. Taylor has 
made the Bible lands “come alive” for 
whole generations through his popular, 
first hand film journeys.
For his audiences, the Holy Lands be­
come a personal and unforgettable ex­
perience. Now on home video, by 
popular request, his lively and reverent 
retelling of the story will once again re­
new your faith.

------------------------Order Form------------------------
Send------ video tapes of The Bible Lands: 

Story of Jesus
Circle format desired: VHS Beta 
Enclose payment of $29.50 per tape, plus 
$2.50 handling and postage, payable to:

BIBLE LANDS VIDEO
BOX 716 WARRENTON, VA 22186
Name _____ ,

Address___________ _

Cuv/Staie/Zip----- . , . * _ |
Moncyback Guarantee
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HANDMADE GIFT — M. B. Howard, a member of Oak Grove Baptist Church 
in Covington, shows off the Woman's Missionary Union centennial quilt made 
for him and his wife by Dorothy Bringle, the secretary of the church's WMU* 
The gift, noting the WMU centennial in 1988, was given to honor Howard for 
his volunteer missions work, which includes Mission Service Corps work at the 
Baptist Brotherhood Commission in Memphis, prison ministry, and work in 
Michigan and South Dakota.

[ SBC-related meetings set

Texas rejects lottery bill

Evangelists
ST. LOUIS (BP)- The Conference of 

Southern Baptist Evangelists aims to 
“stir up the fires of evangelism in the 
Southern Baptist Convention” when they 
meet June 17 in Keil Auditorium in 
downtown St. Louis.

The conference, composed of about 300 
persons involved in full-time vocational 
evangelism, will hold its main session on 
June 17 from 1:15 to 5 p.m. Other sessions 
include a business session and banquet at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, and “Afterglow” ses­
sions at 9:30 p.m. on both Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

With the exception of the June 17 after­
noon conference in Keil Auditorium, all of 
the other sessions will be held in the 
Ballroom at the Sheraton Hotel adjacent 
to the Cervantes Convention Center.

The afternoon session will feature 
preaching, testimonies, and music from 
vocational evangelists as well as special 
recognitions of four men who have been 
in vocational evangelism for more than 25 
years: Billy Graham and Cliff Barrows, 
bothirom Montreat, N.C.; Leonard San­
derson of Pineville, La.; and Melvin Wise 
of Atlanta.

Main messages will be delivered by 
former SBC President Bailey E. Smith, 
now a vocational evangelist from Del 
City, Okla.; Lewis A. Drummond, the Bil­
ly Graham Professor of Evangelism at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.; and Jerry Johnston, of 
Overland Park, Kan., an evangelist who 
speaks to high school audiences and has 
written a book on teen suicides.

Evangelists who will give their testi- 
njony include Larry Taylor from Ban­
dera, Texas, president of the Conference 
of Texas Baptist Evangelists; Randall 
Miller, a black evangelist from Euless, 
Texas; and Howard Baldwin, from Rich­
mond, Va.

Musicians include Gary Bradford from 
Baytown, Texas, who is physically han­
dicapped; Claude Rhea, president of 
Palm Beach Atlantic College, West Palm 

Beach, Fla.; J.J. Turner, a 15-year-old 
soloist from Carrollton, Ga. ; and John 
McKay, a music evangelist from Fort 
Worth, Texas, and music leader for the 
1987 annual meeting of the SBC.

A special event during the afternoon 
conference will be a 60-voice choir made 
up of full-time evangelists.

The Wednesday afternoon session is 
open to all who wish to attend. Tickets will 
be required but will be available from 
members of COSBE or at the group’s 
booth in the convention’s exhibit area. 
There is space for about 3,500 persons in 
the Keil Auditorium.

SBTS alumni
LOUISVILLE, Ky. - The annual alum­

ni and friends reunion of Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Louisville, has 
been scheduled for June 17 at 1 p.m. in the 
St. Louis Ballroom of the Adam’s Mark 
Hotel in St. Louis, Mo.

Tickets are $10 if purchased prior to 
May 30 or $14 after that date. To purchase 
tickets, send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope and check payable to the 
seminary to: SBTS, alumni relations, 2825 
Lexington Road, Louisville, KY 40280.

Oak Grove Baptists call 
Williams to pastorate

1 E. Kent Williams began the pastorate 
of Oak Grove Baptist Church in Covington 
May 3.

The Arkansas native previously served 
as pastor in his home state.

He served on the Arkansas State Con­
vention’s mobile home task force commit­
tee and on an associational committee.

Williams holds degrees from Southern 
Baptist College in Walnut Ridge, Ark., 
Ouachita Baptist University in Arkadel­
phia, Ark., and Southwestern Baptist The­
ological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas.

He and his wife, Paula, have one child, 
Jennifer.

AUSTIN, Texas (BP)- Gambling op­
ponents won an important battle when the 
Texas House of Representatives rejected 
a proposed state lottery May 14, but a 
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission 
spokesman warned the fight is not over.

The lottery bill by Rep. Ron Wilson of 
Houston called for a constitutional 
amendment to do away with Texas’ 142- 
year-old ban on lotteries. In addition to 
two-thirds approval in the House, the pro­
posal needed Senate passage and voter 
approval in a statewide referendum. In 
the House, lottery proponents tallied only

I Early missionary 
to Thailand dies
NEWPORT Ky. - Emeritus mis­

sionary Mary Frances Gould, one of two 
women to begin Southern Baptist work in 
Thailand, died May 18 in Newport, Ky. 
She was 70 years old.

Gould was a Southern Baptist mis­
sionary from 1948 until she was placed on 
medical retirement in 1976. She was ap­
pointed to China, but just as she com­
pleted language study in Canton, political 
instability forced her to leave the country.

Early Southern Baptist missionaries to 
Thailand concentrated their witness on 
the Chinese minority, but in 1952 Gould 
and another woman initiated work among 
the Thais.

Gould also worked several years in 
literature publication and promotion and 
was missionary adviser to area churches 
and chapels. She taught religious educa­
tion at the Thailand Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Bangkok. She also helped 
develop day care centers.

Bom in Ohio, Gould grew up in Cov­
ington, Ky.

Surviving Gould are a sister, Esma 
Painter of Lancaster, Pa., and a brother. 
LeRoy Erl of Victorville, Calif.

Mission board logs 
5,000 phone calls
RICHMOND, Va. (BP) - The number 

of telephone calls in one week to the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s 
PrayerLine topped 5,000 for the first time 
during the first week of May.

PrayerLine’s toll-free number is 1-800- 
ALL-SEEK (1-800-255-7335).

NOBTS TENNESSEANS — New officers of the Tennessee Club at New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary are (from left) Ted Headlee of Chattanooga, 
vice-president; Jeff Alford of Chattanooga, president; and Mike Yopp of Mem­
phis, secretary-treasurer.

72 of a needed 100 votes, while opponents 
registered 73 votes to kill the measure.

“We were enormously pleased with the 
vote outcome,” said Phil Stickland, direc­
tor of the Texas Baptist Christian Life 
Commission. He said a motion to recon­
sider is possible in the regular session, 
which is scheduled to end May 27, but not 
likely. The motion would have to be in­
itiated by a legislator who originally voted 
against the proposal. A simple majority 
vote could then approve reconsideration 
of the lottery, but the bill would still need 
a two-thirds majority on the final vote.

“The likelihood of lottery supporters 
turning around the votes they need in this 
regular session is slim,” said Strickland. 
“However, a lottery is very likely to come 
up for consideration if, indeed, there is a 
special session this summer.”

Sources in Austin have said that a spe­
cial session appears increasingly prob­
able as Texas lawmakers struggle to 
adopt a balanced budget during a time of 
drastically decreased revenues from oil, 
gas, and agribusiness. During the last 
special session, a state lottery bill passed 
in the Texas Senate, but that earlier pro­
posal died in the House Committee on 
State Affairs.

Clark to receive 
honorary degree
Paul Clark, pastor of Calvary Baptist 

Church in Jackson who underwent a heart 
transplant April 15 at Barnes Hospital in 
St. Louis, Mo., will return to Jackson May 
28 to receive a honorary doctor of divini­
ty degree during Union University’s com­
mencement ceremony May 30.

Clark, who became ill Jan. 13, will be 
greeted by church members who will line 
the street he will travel to his home, 
reported David Stephan, the church’s 
minister of music.

He will return to the St. Louis hospital 
during the first week of June, where he is 
undergoing physical therapy in the reha­
bilitation unit. Stephen said that no signs 
of rejection of the heart had been 
reported.

Donations to the Paul Clark Agape 
Fund to offset travel and out-of-town liv­
ing expenses of the family may be sent to 
Madison-Chester Association of Baptists, 
603 Wallace Road, Jackson, TN 38301.



Page 8 Baptist and Reflector May 27, 1987

Tennescene
LEADERSHIP...

Bethlehem Baptist Church, Oneida, has 
called Allen Matthews to serve as staff 
assistant. He joined the staff May 4. John 
Shepherd is the pastor.

Robbie Robison has resigned as minis­
ter of youth at First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Juliet, to become minister of youth at 
First Baptist Church, Center Point, Ala. 
His resignation was effective May 24. Bil­
lie Friel is pastor of the Mt. Juliet church.

MOUNTAIN LODGING
Quiet and Unique 

y Two bedroom efficiency apart- 
ment on first level of our home, 

£X located 8 miles east of Gatlinburg 
m on 33 acres of mountain wood- 

land. $30 per night for 2 people.
►> $40 for 4.
Q For more information, write or 
K call: Tom & Frances Benedetti 
M Rt. 9, Box 273

Sevierville, TN 37862 
 (615) 436-7942

SPECIAL!!!
INSURANCE FOR NON-DRINKERS

AUTO • HOME • CHURCH • LIFE 
FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY

Bert Jones has accepted the call to 
serve as associate pastor/education of 
Red Bank Baptist Church in Chattanooga. 
He has been serving as minister of educa­
tion of Westwood Baptist Church in 
Cleveland. He has also served as 
associate pastor/education of First Bap­
tist Church in Laurel, Miss., and First 
Baptist Church in Troy, Ala. Fred 
Steelman is pastor of Red Bank Baptist 
Church.

Mars Hill Baptist Church in Knoxville 
has called Todd Meredith to serve as 
minister of youth and education. A native 
of Knoxville, he is a graduate of the 
University of Tennessee in that city. He 
recently graduated from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort

Flatwoods Canoe Base
Buffalo River Float Trip 
Flatwoods, TN 38458 
Open 7 Days a Week

Phone 615-589-5661
George Summers 

Jo Summers

Worth, Texas. Most recently Meredith 
served as minister of youth at First Bap­
tist Church, Palo Pinto, Texas. Bob Peek 
is pastor of the Mars Hill church.

Bill Reinhard, pastor of the Spanish 
mission at Temple Baptist Church in 
Memphis, has moved to California. Jose 
Zepeda is the new pastor of the congrega­
tion.

Daniel Shim resigned as pastor of the 
Korean mission of New Providence Bap­
tist Church in Clarksville. Ho Kil Kahng, 
who began this work, is once again serv­
ing as pastor.

Entae Jo is pastor of the recently begun 
Korean mission at First Baptist Church, 
Jackson.

The Korean mission of Cumberland 
Baptist Church in Knoxville is being 
served by John Young Kim as pastor.

The Cambodian mission at Silverdale 
Baptist Church in Chattanooga has called 
Samkhann Chhom as pastor.

Sereivuth Chan has been called as 
pastor of the Cambodian mission of Tem­
ple Baptist Church in Memphis.

BROCHURE; BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE 1-800-251-0679 

TN CALL COLLECT 615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO

3511 HIXSON PIKE •CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

PEOPLE...
Harsh Chapel Baptist Church in 

Nashville voted May 22 to elect Fred Gib­
son as deacon emeritus. Robert LeMay is 
the pastor. ..

Robert French and Gary Slayden were 
ordained as deacons at Charlotte Road 
Baptist Church in Nashville on April 26. 
Joe Estes is the pastor.

CHURCHES...
Glenwood Baptist Church in Kingsport 

is in the midst of a year-long centennial 
celebration which began with a watch- 
night service on Dec. 31. Events have 
been planned monthly throughout 
December 1987 to recognize the 100th an­
niversary of the church. Highlighting the 
festivities will be a homecoming celebra­
tion on June 7. William Palmer is present­
ly serving as interim pastor of the church.

REVIVAL PRAYER
REQUESTS...

Shaw’s Chapel Baptist Church in 
Brownsville has revival services sched­
uled for May 31 through June 5. Charles 
Pratt will be the evangelist. John Kimber­
ly Jr., minister of music and youth, will 
lead the music. Jim Douglass is the 
pastor.

Clifford Horne, former pastor of Wood­
cock Memorial Baptist Church in Nash­
ville, will lead revival services for the 
church June 7-10. Horne is now director 
of Christian social ministries for the 
Nashville Baptist Association. Frank 
Armstrong is presently serving as pastor 
of the Woodcock church.

For people who abstain from the use of alcoholic 
beverages, we would like the opportunity to show you 
one of our plans or policies covering LIFE, HOME, 
CHURCH AND AUTO INSURANCE. CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

Call or see one of our Representatives listed below:

Chattanooga (615)
Terry Case, Agy. Mgr...........837-7424
Hiram Altman........................894-3275
A & P Ins. Agency...............877-3561

Elizabethton (615)
Elizabethton Ins. Agency. . .542-498
Hart Ins. Agency .................542-5648

Greenbrier (615)
Porter Rawls Ins. Agency . .643-0102

Hendersonville (615)
Sherman Brown ................... 822-4366

Kingsport (615)
Clarence Huffman.................288-6711
Roy Strunk Agency...............239-8683
Rogers Ins. Agency...............247-1171

Knoxville (615) 
Cal Elkins.............................. 587-6226
Donny Hodges AM...............673-4863
Lloyd Burton..........................524-1201

Lexington (901) 
Pat Carnal Agency..............968-6649

Memphis (901)
Cairnes Ins. Agency............ 795-6559
Wilbur Milam........................388-2904

terey (615) 
Cumue; and Mtns. Ins............839-2131

Murfreesboro (615) 
Atlas Ins. Agency.................890-3445
Golden Rule Ins......................893-7853

Nashville (615) 
Al Sutton ...............................367-9157
Richard Coteman................... 865-7232
Tee Insurance Agency.........385-3700

Paris (901)
H. D. Lax Ins. Agency . . . .642-5281

Selmer (901)
Stan Wheeler Ins. Agency .645-9839

Tracey City (615)
Hendrix Ins. Service .............592-6721

You may not 
be able to 

\ stop this 
fast-moving 
world, but 
you can 

change it.
Southern Baptists' 
prayers bolstered 

missionaries in 
Colombia as they 
ministered to the

injured and reunited families after a 
volcanic eruption and mudslide killed 
thousands.

Join thousands of fellow Baptists in 
focused prayer for millions yet needing 
the salvation message in Colombia and 
throughout the world...

East Tennessee
Col Elkins, Sales Manager 

591 Phyllis Cr.

Central and West Tennessee
Hollies Dickey, Sales Manager ’ 

1007 Murfreesboro Rd., Suite 101
TpIbott. TN 37877 

(615) 587-6226
Nashville, TN 37217 

(615) 367-9157

Join in CONCERTS OF PRAYER, 
the first Sunday of every month in worship sendees 
and other church activities.

Call PrayerLine, 1-8OO-ALL-SEEK 
(1-800-255-7335), at the Foreign Mission Board for the 
latest prayer concerns from your missionaries.
(PrayerLine is toll-free from 49 states, including Alaska and Hawaii. In 
Virginia, dial 1-804-355-6581, a toll call.)

^^VVTklission Board
• • of the Southern Bophst Convention



May 27, 1987 Baptist and Reflector Page 9

(Advertisement)

Dr. Gerald L. Stow
Executive Director/Treasurer
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes

TBCH camp provides a time for Christian enrichment
Suffer little children and forbid 

them not...

For the third straight year we will 
hold our Camp of Champions at 
Shocco Springs Baptist Assembly in 
Talladega, Ala. All of our children 
and staff will meet together for five 
wonderful days of learning the word 
of God, recreation, worship in the 
Lord and building meaningful 
relationships.

In the last two years, a total of 37 
boys and girls have made professions 
of faith at the camp. Rev. Steve 
Wright will serve this year as our 

camp pastor. Steve is well qualified 
to serve in this way since he grew up 
at the Memphis home.

The camp is called a "Camp of 
Champions" for we believe that there 
is a champion in the life of every 
child. It is up to those of us who 
work with them to help them realize 
their greatest potential.

The camp has never been a 
budgeted item. It costs $55 per 
individual for the camp. Friends of 
our children across the state have 
shared in such a generous way that 
we have always had the resources to 
meet the expenses. As our camp 

dates of June 7-11 approach, we still 
lack scholarships for some of the 
children. Your help is always 
appreciated.

Please pray for the good staff of 
workers who will be teaching our 
children. Pray for our staff to be 
spiritually, emotionally and 
physically refreshed. Pray that our 
children who need to be saved will 
be, and others will find a closer walk 
with Jesus.

Thank you Tennessee Baptists for 
having time and caring like Jesus did 
(Matthew 18).

Children gather for a joyous week 
of worship, fellowship and fun

"But this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Jesus Christ" —Philippians 3:13b, 14

The opportunity of attending a Chris­
tian summer camp was not often extend­
ed to children of the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes prior to 1984.

"Some of our children had had good 
camp experiences through the support of 
the churches they attended. But many, 
many of our children had not had that 
opportunity," explains Dr. Gerald L. 
Stow, executive director/treasurer of
TBCH. "So we began to dream and plan 
how we could have such an experience. 
It was important not only to the chil- 

! dren, but also to the staff members at 
our campuses who needed a time of 
sharing and strengthening."

When the agency was unable to 
reserve space in a Tennessee-based Bap­
tist camp due to prior obligations, staff 
members finally located a "near perfect" 
site in Shocco Springs Baptist Assembly 
in Talladega, Ala.

'The facilities there fit our needs per­
fectly," says Cliff McClendon, assistant 
director of the TBCH 
Camp of Champions, 
scheduled this year for 
June 7-11. 'The housing

Io 0.0.0. JI

Children earn Honor Camper ribbons because of their positive attitudes revealed 
through their participation in Bible study, recreational activities and clean-up duties.

with paddleboats, a large pool, a minia­
ture golf course, plenty of classrooms 
and a good worship facility."

Staff members from each TBCH cam­
pus (social workers, administrators and 
house parents) attend camp with the 
children. In addition, volunteer teachers 
from across Tennessee join to teach daily 
Bible study lessons.

"We're indebted to Mary Allen (direc­
tor of Youth Work in the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention Church Training 
Department) for her assistance in locat­
ing volunteer teachers," says Richard 
Savage, director of cottage life at the 
TBCH Chattanooga campus. "We also 
received several volunteers from Dr.
Stows talks across the state."

Children will spend each morning in 
Bible study. The lesson book, "Our 
Father"... The Doctrine of Prayer, was 
written by Carolyn Weatherford, execu­
tive director of the Woman's Missionary 
Union. It is designed to give youth a bet­
ter understanding of prayer and the Bib­
lical teachings relating to it.

During the children's conferences, 
TBCH staff members will join for a time 
of Bible study and fellowship.

Following lunch, the adults and chil­
dren will rejoin for afternoon recreation 
activities. Each person is given a camp 
t-shirt—red, blue or green—to represent 
their team for competition in softball, 
volleyball and swimming. (Each team 
sits out one event each day for a free 
period.) At the end of camp, each mem­
ber of the winning team receives a 

banana split.
Evening worship services are led 

by Rev. Steve Wright. In the

Touring the lake on paddle boats'is a favorite pastime at the Shocco Springs Camp.

past two years, 37 children have made 
professions of faith during this special 
time. 'Those are the moments which 
make all the work and effort worth it," 
notes Dr. Stow.

Following a break, the campers divide 
into cluster groups of eight members 
each. During fellowship, each person 
thinks up one compliment for each 
member of the group. "So at the end of 
camp, each child has 32 positive things 
to think about," explains Mark Vigus. 
"We want to bring out the positive 
aspects of each individual."

In addition, each of the cluster groups 
performs a skit on the last evening of 
camp. The activity is a favorite among 
campers because of the creative silliness 
of some of the skits which brings laugh­
ter from the audience.

Because of the large number of staff 
and children of TBCH, the entire camp 
is reserved at a cost of $55 per child. Pri­
vate donations provide scholarship sup­
port for the once-a-year event. At times, 
the logistics and expenses of taking more 
than 250 youth and adults to camp seem 
overwhelming. But Dr. Stow says he 
knows the effort is well worth it.

"On the last day of camp last year, I 
saw a teenage girl crying in the chapel. 
I asked her what was wrong, and she 
said she was sad that they were leaving 
because she had never had so much fun.

"Children who have been battered or 
abused need a trip like this. They need 
an opportunity to focus on something 
besides their family problems."

During camp, each child is challenged 
to better himself or herself in several 
areas, including spiritual, social, and 
physical skills. Accomplishments of each 
child are recorded each day. Honor 
Camper ribbons are given to those who 
succeed in their goals.

There's no doubt that the visit to camp 
is a time of personal challenge. But, re­
minds Cliff McClendon, the children 
look forward to the camp each year with 
great anticipation, and for a very good 
reason: "It's just plain fun."

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes

Chattanooga • Franklin 
Memphis • Johnson City 

Greeneville • Bunville 
Madison

Central Office 
205 Franklin Road 

Brentwood, TN 37027 
1-800-624-8591

A ministry of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention
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— BIBLE BOOK SERIES =
Lesson for May 31

Cries of the people
UNIFORM LESSON SERIES"*"
Lesson for May 31

Promise of restoration
By Marvin P. Nail, pastor 

Whitsitt Chapel Baptist Church, Nashville
Basic Passages: Psalms 123; 126; 137
Focal Passages: Psalms 123:1-4; 126:1-6; 137:1-8

Throughout my years as a Christian, it 
has continued to come to mind what I was 
told by my pastor early in my life. He told 
me that the Book of Psalms was not only 
a collection of songs 
of the joyful soul; 
but it was also a col­
lection of the prayers 
of the tortured soul.

The three psalms 
which make up our 
Scripture lessons for 
today are among 
this latter type.

Any of you who 
have found yourself Nail 
in trouble will surely be able to identify 
with the yearnings for the touch of God 
that we find in these psalms. As we read 
and study them together this week, my 
prayer for you is that you will be remind­
ed of the source of your strength in life.

Psalm 123 and 126 are subtitled “A Song 
of Ascents.” These were the songs sung 
by the pilgrims making the journey to the 
Temple of Jerusalem on the feast days. 
From all over the country, even including 
other countries, they came to find renewal 
and help from God.

As they made those final steps up to­
ward the main entrance to the Temple 
after so many miles, can’t you imagine 
the excitement and the joy they would 
feel. This was where they believed the 
Lord lived and finally they could have 
their needs met.

Have mercy, Lord
This prayer begins much like the Lord’s 

Prayer, recognizing the highness of God 
and our own lowliness before His throne. 
The psalmist knows the source of his help. 
He knows that whatever help he may 
receive will surely come from the hand of 
the Lord.

Though not quite certain of the Lord’s 
timing in giving His help, the psalmist 
waits patiently for it. The picture of the 
servant waiting on his master helps us to 
understand the certainty in his heart. As 
a servant waits on the slightest gesture 
from the master as a signal to perform 
some service, the child of God keeps his 
eye fixed on the Lord for he is sure that 
He will come to his aid.

The psalmist voices a prayer for many 
of us who have known a similar kind of 
persecution. He is not concerned with a 
threat of death or physical punishment 
from his tormentors. Instead his faith has 
made him an object of contempt and 
ridicule. Isn’t this the worst sort of hurt 
anyone can inflict on us?

This is that special kind of persecution 
which our youngsters know as peer pres­
sure. It is not limited to teens. That kind 
of pressure is the reason many adults 
seldom say anything to their colleagues 
and co-workers about their faith. The

LIVING ALONE?
You Don't Haye to Be Afraid

-^Anymore

the LIFECALL 
Emergency Alert System 

in Your Home, You Can Get 
nelp at the Press of a Button

MedAlert Systems of Tennessee
2535 Franklin Road. Suite 211-8,
Nashville, TN 37204 Ph: (615) 292^212

AufborUrd. I If tCAU* Or air.

prayer of the psalmist for the mercy of 
God in such times should be our prayer 
as well.

Do it again, Lord
Until the recent habit of thinking only 

about the present or future, it was cus­
tomary for people to talk a lot about the 
past. When old friends got together even 
after brief separations, they would begin 
to talk about happier times when there 
were fewer problems and their friendship 
was at its peak. They would have done 
anything for each other.

The picture in Psalm 126 is of a remini­
scence like that of past experiences with 
God. The Jewish people taught us Chris­
tians how to remember the gracious 
acts of God.

They, and we, are usually at our best 
spiritually when we can remember God’s 
goodness to us in the past. It is this re­
membrance that is a constant refrain of 
the prophets who called the people of 
Israel to repentance.

When we pause to remember the gra­
cious acts of God on our behalf, can we 
help but be filled with joy? When we recall 
those awful, sin-darkened days of the past 
and the grace of God in Jesus Christ 
bringing us deliverance, we cannot help 
but rejoice “with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” This is what the psalmist was 
talking about in verses 1-2.

Remembering that, is it any wonder 
that when trouble came again it was only 
natural to seek God’s graciousness again? 
Again, as in the previous psalm, the ex­
pectation is that God will surely act quick­
ly and the joy will be restored. The 
psalmist sees the showers of God’s mer­
cy bringing a flashflood of His blessings 
(v.4).

Remember us, oh Lord
This last psalm (137) is the prayer of the 

believer who has kept the faith so long ip 
the midst of unbelief that he is “plum 
tuckered out.” Most of us have come to 
some point where we felt that our faith 
had reached its end. We weren’t ready to 
quit believing. We were just so discour­
aged that we were losing all hope.

They had lost all their joy. Unlike the 
pilgrims to the Temple who were in sight 
of the holy place of God, these were men 
and women living in a pagan country who 
had not been allowed to make these 
journeys to renew their faith. Yet, in these 
weak moments of their faith, they stead­
fastly refused to forget Jerusalem or for­
sake their God.

The last three verses may give us some 
problem as Christians. We have been 
taught by the Lord Jesus to love our 
enemies and to pray for them. But we 
must remember that these are the cries 
of people in spiritual anguish and also that 
they were living on the other side of the 
cross.

Pews, pulpits, baptistries 
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By W. Fred Kendall II ' 
vice-president for religious affairs 

Belmont College, Nashville
Basic Passage: Hosea 13:1 to 14:9
Focal Passage: Hosea 14:1-9

A successful lawyer sat in my office. He 
stated he wanted to become a Christian. 
However, he said he had found that the 
first step must be the right one in mak­
ing any decision.

He then asked: “What is the first step I 
must take to become 
a Christian?” What 
would you have told 
him? Surprisingly, 
many are unable to 
answer his question.

The answer is re­
pentance! The Old 
and New Testaments 
make this unmistak­
ably clear.

Peter preached at Kendall 
Pentecost and the people cried out under 
conviction: “What must we do?” The 
answer: “Repent ye ... in the name of 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:37-38).

Jesus began His ministry in Galilee 
preaching the necessity of repentance, 
“The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of 
God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel” (Mark 1:15).

During World War H, a mother re­
ceived a telegram that her son had been 
killed in action. In fitful sleep that night, 
she dreamed she was allowed to choose 
a moment in his life in which she could see 
him again. She recalled so many scenes 
in his fife. Then she remembered an inci­
dent when he was a small boy.

She was in the kitchen preparing the 
noon meal, and her son asked for a cookie. 
She denied his request because it was so 
near lunch time. He shouted : “Mamma, 
I hate you,” and stomped out of the kit­
chen. The mother stood at the stove and 
wept. In a few minutes, she felt his chub­
by arms around her aproned waist. She 
looked down and as a big tear fell down 
her son’s cheek he said: “Mamma, I 
didn’t mean it I love you.” She said 
that was the moment she wanted to see 
him again.

The Bible says when a person repents, 
there is joy in heaven (Luke 15:7). Joy is 
brought to the heart of God.

The prophet Hosea realized God would 
never cease loving us, no matter what we 
become or what we do. Hosea did not stop 
loving his wife because of her immorali­
ty or slavery to sin. He paid the price to 
redeem her. She was restored to the fami­
ly. In like manner, God sought to restore 
backsliding Israel to Himself.

Call to repentance (14:1-3)
Hosea urged Israel to pray for for­

giveness and accept responsibility for her 
sins (w.1-2). He worded a prayer for the 
people. God did not desire sacrifices 
(calves) - but genuine repentance. The 
prophet believed God had power to for­
give sins and restore sinners, and he
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wanted the people to have faith in God to 
“take away all iniquity” (note the word 
“all”).

The prophet urged the people to turn 
away from relying on human allies and 
trust God alone for their protection (v. 3). 
He was referring to Israel’s reliance on 
Asshur (the god of Assyria). The horses 
represented the cavalry (military might).

Hosea also urged the people to turn 
from idol worship (“work of our hands”). 
He called for genuine repentance (v. 1): 
“O Israel return unto the Lord thy God,” 
that is, the turning away from idol wor­
ship to follow after the way of the Lord. 
Israel was to make a spiritual U-turn. 
Repentance would occur when Israel 
turned from her sins. Their commitment 
to follow the Lord would be an act of faith.

Repentance is not mere sorrow or 
remorse, though sorrow is a facet of 
repentance. True repentance results in a 
change of conduct.

There is, then, a repentance that is not 
genuine. If a man steals $10,000 and seeks 
to make restitution by merely repaying 
$100, he is appeasing his conscience.

Many people do things for God in order 
to appease their conscience but do not 
give up their sins. These people are delud­
ing only themselves. Some use worship 
for this purpose.

Hosea told the people of Israel that God 
wanted them to genuinely repent by turn­
ing from their sins to follow only the Lord. 
God called Israel to make a recommit­
ment to the covenant made with Him.

Mercy offered (14:4-9)
God spoke to Israel, through Hosea, in 

these verses. If God’s people sincerely 
prayed the prayer in verses 1-3, then God 
would respond in love and mercy. Verses 
4-9 depended on verses 1-3. God’s love is 
not unconditional, but His response of 
mercy is conditioned on genuine repen­
tance and faith in God without which 
there can be no forgiveness. No person 
living in rebellion against God can expect 
God’s forgiveness. We repent or we perish 
(Luke 13:3).

If Israel repented, the nation would be 
healed of backsliding and then would be 
blessed. The nation of Lebanon was used 
to describe these blessings, because of 
that nation’s natural beauty and prosperi­
ty (vv. 5-7). God would bless Israel with 
fruitfulness. The pagan gods were power­
less (v.8).

The people of Israel needed wisdom to 
understand spiritual truths (v. 9). Hosea 
promised that God would never lead to 
destruction, but always to an abundant 
life. Hosea 14, which reveals the never 
ending mercy of the Lord, is ultimately 
fulfilled in the gospel of Jesus Christ.

A relevant question is: “In what ways 
would God bless you if you repented of 
your sins?”
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Philip, zealous witness
By Johnny M. Johnson, pastor 

Trinity Baptist Church, Clarksville
Basic Passage: Acts 8:4-40 
Focal Passages: Acts 8:4-8, 26-30, 35, 40 

Our God can bring triumph out of trag­
edy.

dto * When Stephen sealed his testimony by 
ord the spilling of his blood, shock waves of 

doubt and fear must 
have rocked the 
young church. Can 

. 3) we not imagine their 
»on somber gathering as 
-ses they assembled to 
ht) seek the face of 
ura God? The twelve, 
$»»! along with six re- 
lj. maining servants of 
d” the church, women, 
or. children, and others Johnson 
rd were quietly gathering as the church 
m came together to comfort one another. 
aej Perhaps someone rose and said, “We 

remember the darkness of Good Friday.
Ik We were defeated, disturbed, and down- 
or cast until the dawning of the Lord’s day. 

Now our Lord lives; He conquered death. 
a He has come to us to lift us up and help 

us tell the good news ... One could feel
the oppressive weight of gloom lifting as 

s the Spirit of God ministered to the hurting 
« congregation.

This scene would be disturbed by one 
r bursting through the door. The breathless 

messenger relates that officials of the 
j. Temple are looking for believers, ar- 
j resting them, bodily rousting them from 

their engagements. Some are being 
। beaten, their homes ransacked. Others 

are drilled for information concerning 
“the way.”

W The peaceful existence of the church 
was shattered by the coming of pressure 
from without. ‘ ‘Persecution arose against 
the church in Jerusalem; and they were 
all scattered throughout the region of 

J Judea and Samaria” (Acts 8:1). The 
death of Stephen seems to have sparked 
outrage against the church which in tum 

J i spurred the church to fulfill the bold mis- 
1 ’ sion of witnessing to the world.
j Scattered by persecution (8:4-8) 
j | The persecution which was intended to 

stop the spread of Christianity actually 
served to facilitate evangelization. Luke 

. notes that as Christians were dispersed, 
the church expanded along the lines Jesus 
had outlined - Jerusalem, Judea, Samar­
ia, and to the ends of the earth. Those who 
were scattered (literally “sown in separ­
ate or scattered places”) went about 
preaching the Word (v.4).

One of those who was preaching was 
Philip, who had earlier been selected to 
be a servant in the Jerusalem church. 
Philip went to a Samaritan city and be­
came a herald of the Christ to them. 
Philip was a pioneer in witnessing beyond 
the barriers.

The rift between the Jews and the Sa­
maritans is proverbial. In spite of their 
mutual exclusion, these groups had much 
in common. They shared the expectation 
of the Messiah, as is evidenced by Jesus’ 
conversation with the Samaritan woman 
(John 4:19-26).

Philip overcame the distinctions that 
could separate him from his audience. He 
fold the people the good news that the 
Christ (Messiah) had come. He showed
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them how to be saved, and multitudes of 
Samaritans responded to the gospel 
message. The zealous witness of Philip 
transformed the Samaritan city so that 
there was “much joy in that city” (v.8).

Sent by the Spirit (8:26-30)
While persecution provided the impetus 

that spread the seeds of the gospel beyond 
Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit energized 
faithful witnesses. The Holy Spirit was 
working through Philip to evangelize 
many Samaritans when the zealous wit­
ness was compelled to go to a “desert 
road” (v.26).

1986—A Banner Year 
for Foreign Missions

Start rejoicing if you supported 
Southern Baptist foreign missions in 1986.

You're part of something big—the 
world's biggest program of foreign missions. 
It used 18umillion of your dollars to help 
change lives in 108 nations.

Check off the results:
0 A record 185,689 baptisms (17.1 percent 

increase; one for every 10.8 church 
members)

0 20 new churches started each week
0 411 missionaries appointed 

(ending the year with 3,756)
0 More than:

•14,500 national pastors
• 50,000 radio ana 2,150 TV programs
• 1,900 Southern Baptist volunteers 
joining overseas Baptists in partner­
ship evangelism, resulting in 24,279 
professions of faith

• 6,200 total volunteers overseas
0 $8.5 million for hunger and relief; none 

spent for administration or promotion.

jAlll that's big, BUT Southern Baptists 
still have a long way to go.

What some call the impossible dream of 
Bold Mission Thrust is alive. Hope for 
reaching its world evangelization goals lies 
with Christians around the globe.

Will you shrink from the task or in­
crease the resources it takes to dream a 
possible dream of proclaiming the gospel to 
the whole world by A.D. 2000?

The dream of Bold Mission Thrust 
lives or dies with you!

SouthemBaptists: A Missions People C^J^Foreign 
hearing, believing. living, telling His story

For the full annual report of Southern Baptist foreign missions write the Foreign Mission Board, P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230.

Why would the Lord lead an effective, 
dedicated servant away from the multi­
tudes to one person in a wilderness? The 
Lord knows the value of one.

The Lord led another layman, a Sunday 
School teacher named Kimball, to a shoe 
store to witness to a clerk. That clerk 
became Evangelist D. L. Moody. Moody’s 
ministry touched the heart of F. B. 
Meyer, a pastor. Meyer spoke on a college 
campus and brought a student named J. 
Wilbur Chapman to Christ. Chapman 
engaged in YMCA work and employed a 
young athlete named Billy Sunday to help 
him. Sunday later held a revival in 
Charlotte, N.C., that was so successful 
that it was followed by a campaign led by 
Mordecai Hamm. Under the preaching of 
Hamm, a lanky young man named Billy 
Graham made Christ Lord of his life.

The Holy Spirit works in specific situa­
tions with dramatic results. Let us ever 
be obedient to the leadership of the Spirit

in our lives, even if we are led along a 
“desert road.”

Speaking about Jesus (8:35, 40)
Philip was led to the road that goes 

from Jerusalem to Gaza. Soon he spotted 
a deluxe chariot carrying an important 
person, and the Spirit prompted him to 
join this traveller. Obedience to the Spirit 
led Philip to a wonderful opportunity to 
witness to a person who was primed and 
ready to respond. Philip “told him the 
good news” (v.35). The traveller turned 
out to be an Ethiopian who was in the ad­
ministration of the Candace of Ethiopia. 
He accepted Jesus as Savior and Lord, 
was baptized, and the seed was scattered 
also in Ethiopia.

Philip continued his witness. He 
preached the gospel from town to town, 
lifting up Jesus, touching lives, spreading 
the gospel toward the ends of the earth. 
We are still witnessing on our street cor­
ners and to the isolated comers of the 
world.

Where the money came from

How it was used
___________ ______________ 1986
Missionary Support$ 86,212,000 47.9%
Evangelism and
Church Development 12,672,000 7.0

Leadership Development 6,021,000 3.3
Media Ministries____________ 2.948,000 1.6
Health Care Ministries_______ 2,542,000 1.4
Human Need Ministries_______ 663,000 .4
General Foreign_____________6,225,000 3.5
Other Field Activities________ 7,576,000 4.2
Special Gifts Disbursed 3,034,000 1.7
Hunger and Relief 8,510,000 4.7
Home Administration
and Promotion____________ 18,014,000 10.0
Endowment Transfers and
Additions to Property
Funds___________________20.542,000 11.4

Funding of Employee
Benefits Programs_______ 2,500,000 1.4

Available for Designated
Use in Subsequent \bar 3,500,000 2.0

Available for Appropriation 
in Subsequent rear (1,138,000) (3>

Total $179,821,000 100%
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Tennesseans start deaf work in Puerto Rico
By Jim Burton

PONCE, Puerto Rico - A breeze 
rushes through the carport, rustling 
bushes and flapping temporary curtains 
that divide the groups meeting there.

But it doesn’t distract the 30 or so who 
have come to worship with Tennesseans 
David and Marsha Mitchell. Their atten­
tion is focused on the Mission Service 
Corps volunteers from Seymour.

The small group they lead is the deaf 
mission congregation of Glenview Baptist 
Church in Ponce, the largest Southern 
Baptist church in Puerto Rico.

Glenview’s work with the deaf was the

FCC hits 'shock radio'
By Tim Fields

NASHVILLE (BP) - Recent action by 
the Federal Communications Commis­
sion to crack down on “shock radio” dee- 
jays who use indecent or obscene 
language on the air may be a break­
through for anti-pornography forces.

For the first time in recent years, the 
FCC asked the Justice Department to in­
vestigate a radio station for possible prose­
cution for broadcasting material containing 
graphic depictions of sex acts. The com­
mission said the broadcast was indecent 
“and may have crossed the line” to 
obscenity.

The FCC also issued warnings to two 
other stations, including one which airs 
morning-show personality Howard Stem 
of New York. Stem’s program mixes sex­
ual innuendo, music, news, weather, and 
traffic reports. The Stem show is one of 
a growing number of highly profitable 
“shock radio” shows which uses crude, 
obnoxious, and sometimes illegal materi­
al on the air.

“Shock radio” deejays compete to build 
ratings and earn higher advertising reve­
nues for their stations and salaries for 
themselves.

The FCC’s passivity related to these 
and other indecent radio and television 
broadcasts is viewed by anti-pornography 
groups as a major factor in the erosion of 
suitable prime time family programming.

Various groups have exerted pressure 
on the FCC in recent months to enforce 
existing federal statutes related to the 
broadcast of indecent or obscene programs.

Although the FCC was not in the lime­
light of the recent Report of the Attorney 
General’s Commission on Pornography, 
it was mentioned several times as an 
agency which could use its powers more 
aggressively. The report’s focus on 
“hard-core” pornography was reflected 
in recommendations that the FCC use its 
power against dial-a-pom companies and 
cable and satellite television.

The FCC’s action is a warning to radio 
stations across the country that the com­
mission will be imposing stricter stan­
dards for compliance of laws prohibiting 
the broadcast of indecent or obscene ma­
terial.

The move by the FCC drew guarded 
praise from N. Larry Baker, executive 
director of the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission. The CLC for years has 
fought for higher moral standards for 
radio and television programming.

“Technology has moved the obscenity 
and pornography problem well beyond 
the printed page,” Baker emphasized.

I
 Share
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first among churches in this predominate­
ly Catholic city of 250,000. But it took MSC 
volunteers to get it started.

The Mitchells first became involved in 
deaf work 20 years ago after allergy prob­
lems began to impair David’s hearing. He 
had served as a bivocational pastor in 
churches throughout Tennessee and Ken­
tucky, dividing his time between the 
church and bar be ring.

But the allergies made it impossible for 
David to continue in barbering and made 
it increasingly difficult to serve hearing 
churches.

After the Mitchells overcame their in­
itial bitterness concerning David’s hear-

“The Christian Life Commission wel­
comes any sign of responsible enforce­
ment of current federal obscenity 
statutes.

“Although the action is not as substan­
tial as we would like,” he said, “it repre­
sents a clear change in the mood of the 
FCC which through deregulation has very 
candidly supported a marketplace theory 
of regulation. That approach has been an 
abdication of the social responsibility em­
bodied in obscenity statutes.”

Baker said the latest FCC action may 
become a battleground for the FCC and 
the radio industry: “ ‘Shock radio’ means 
big money for radio personalities and the 
stations. Two leading deejays who work 
as a team split an annual salary of 
$750,000 and another team has signed a 
multimillion-dollar five-year contract.

“The obscenity movement has moved 
from ‘adult’ bookstores into our homes via 
radio and television,” Baker said. 
“Hopefully the FCC and the rest of the 
federal government will begin more con­
sistent enforcement of public policy 
against obscenity which our laws em­
body.”

Interpretations------------
The compassionate Christ

By Herschel H. Hobbs
“And Jesus ... was moved with com­

passion toward them, because they 
were as sheep not having a shepherd: 
and He began to teach them many 
things” (Mark 6:34).

Jesus had taken the apostles across the 
sea of Galilee for a period of rest. But 
sensing His destination, a multitude of 
people ran around the northern end of the 
sea to be with Him. Though He needed 
rest, Jesus could not deny them. After a 
long run’they probably were lying on the 
ground, panting. They reminded Jesus of 
sheep without a shepherd.

The Jewish religious leaders were sup­
posed to be their shepherds. But they 
were as blind leading the blind. Their rote 
rituals and dry-as-dust legalism failed to 
feed people’s souls. So Jesus had compas­
sion upon them. His heart went out to 
them.

Therefore He “began to teach them 
many things.” To teach is a present in­
finitive. He began, and kept on teaching 
them many things. Parallel passages in 
Matthew 14:14 and Luke 9:11 add that He 
also healed them. Jesus was never too 
tired or busy to minister to people’s needs. 
With Him people came first. If the Lord’s 
people ignore the needs of people about 
them, these people will soon ignore His 
people. It was immediately after this ex­
tended teaching session that Jesus fed the 

ing impairment, they began to realize 
ministry opportunities, states Jerry 
Seale, deaf minister at First Baptist 
Church, Knoxville.

“It moved them into an area that 
proved to be the providence of God,” says 
Seale.

The Mitchells moved to Seymour where 
Mitchell served as volunteer chaplain to 
the deaf at Harrison Chilhowee Bapist 
Academy while learning sign language. 
In addition, prior to their assignment with 
MSC in May 1985, he served part time on 
the staff of First Baptist Church, Knox­
ville, ministering to families with deaf 
members.

Today, in Ponce, Puerto Rico, services 
are held in the new Glenview Baptist 
facility with between 50 and 55 attending 
three Sunday School classes. According to 
Mitchell, over 35 professions of faith have 

EFFECTIVE MINISTRY — Mission Service Corps volunteers Marsha (left) and 
David Mitchell conduct deaf worship services at Glenview Baptist Church in 
Ponce, Puerto Rico. The mission has resulted in more than 30 professions of 
faith in less than two years.

multitude. He was concerned about their 
physical needs as well.

Jesus came to save the whole person: 
his mind, so He taught him; his body, so 
He fed and healed him; his soul, so He 
died and rose again for him. We, too, 
should be concerned about the whole per­
son. We should teach, heal, and feed. And 
we should witness about God’s redemp­
tive work in Christ. To do less is to fall 
short of our mission in the name of the 
compassionate Christ.

Belmont names professor of year
NASHVILLE - F. Janet Wilson, pro­

fessor of English at Belmont College in 
Nashville, was recently named Chaney 
Distinguished Professor of the Year. She 
was honored at the April 29 awards day 
at the college.

Wilson, a native of Mississippi who 
grew up in Florida where her father was 
a Baptist pastor, holds two degrees from 
Baylor University, Waco, Texas. She also 
holds advanced degrees from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., and from Oxford University in Eng­
land.

Before joining Belmont’s faculty in 
1961, Wilson taught at the elementary, 
high school, and college levels. She also 
served as dean of girls at San Marcos 

been made as a result of the ministry. In 
addition, they have begun a drama class 
and a special Bible class for more serious 
students.

During their first year of service in 
Ponce, the Mitchells were joined by their 
daughter, Lei Ann, who finished high 
school there. The opportunity to live in 
Puerto Rico and serve alongside her 
parents was an experience Lei Ann cher­
ishes.

“The Puerto Ricans really believe in 
themselves,” says Lei Ann. “It’s a great 
culture. I have a lot of people there I can 
call friend.”

MSC volunteers are assigned by the 
Home and Foreign Mission boards with 
specific ministry tasks. MSC volunteers 
are self-supporting. They typically 
receive financial assistance from in­
dividuals and churches.

Brazilian governor asks 
for service in church
BELEM, Brazil - At newly elected 

Gov. Helio Gueiros’ request, First Baptist 
Church in Belem held an “evangelical 
worship service of thanksgiving and in­
tercession” the night before he was sworn 
into office as leader of Para state. Includ­
ed in the official inauguration activities, 
the service attracted more than 1,000 peo­
ple according to Southern Baptist mis­
sionary Loyd Moon, wrho preached.

“The incredible thing was the rever­
ence,” Moon said. “People were still and 
listened to every word.” Gueiros also 
spoke, telling of what the Bible has meant 
in his life.

Baptist Academy in Texas and as state 
secretary of youth for Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union in North Carolina.

She is also a composer, having co- 
wTitten the Belmont College alma mater.

“A teacher’s job includes, not only com­
municating information and insight, but 
also motivating students and helping 
them to discover the gifts in themselves. 
We only have what we give away. That’s 
one of the great rewards of teaching,” 
said Wilson.

Since 1959, Belmont has honored one 
professor each year with the outstanding 
professor award.

Wilson was also named professor of the 
year in 1965-66, and she was voted teacher 
of the year by the student body in 1970.


