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Executive Committee acts on pornography, lawsuit
By Marv Knox

NASHVILLE (BP)- A question of 
ecumenical involvement bracketed the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee’s fall meeting Sept. 21-23 here.

During the early moments of the 
meeting. Executive Committee Presi- 
dent/Treasurer Harold C. Bennett 
reported on his recent visit with Pope 
John Paul IL And one of the final items 
of business was a 26-24 vote to put the 
question of the EC staff’s ecumenical in­
volvement before the committee next 
February.

Bennett was one of 27 non-Catholic U.S. 
religious leaders who met with the Roman 
Catholic leader Sept. 11 in Columbia, S.C.

“I felt that under God’s leadership I 
should be part of that meeting,” Bennett 
said. He reported telling the pope about 
Southern Baptists’ goals for world 
evangelization, describing Southern Bap­
tist mission work in 111 countries, and in­
sisting that the cause of Christ would be 
improved if relationships between 
Catholics and missionaries in those coun­
tries were improved.

Bennett explained the appropriateness 
of participation by the SBC — the nation’s 
largest non-Catholic denomination - in a 
meeting that addressed the status of 
Christianity in America; the Baptist 
Faith and Message statement’s affirma­
tion of Christian cooperation; and 
assurances by SBC Foreign Mission 
Board officials that his participation prob­
ably would not hurt but could help the 
work of missionaries on foreign fields.

The maker of the motion to review EC 
staff participation in ecumenical events 
said Bennett was trapped in ‘‘the pope’s

No answer yet
Phil Roberts, pastor of the Inter­

national Baptist Church, Brussels, 
Belgium, who was elected TBC 
evangelism department director by 
the Executive Board on Sept. 11, is 
still considering the call.

Jere Plunk, pastor of Broadway 
Baptist Church, Knoxville, and 
chairman of the state missions com­
mittee which nominated Roberts, 
said at press time, “Brother 
Roberts still has not made his deci­
sion.”

Plunk added that the committee 
“appreciates the continued prayer­
ful concern of Baptists around the 
state.

“At this time,” he said, “we are 
still awaiting Phil Roberts’ reply. We 
are confident that he is seeking 
God’s direction before replying.”

Plunk said, “The committee will 
report to Tennessee Baptists as soon 
as a decision is reached.”

PR extravaganza.” Kenneth R. Barnett, 
a pastor from Lakewood, Colo., said Ben­
nett, by virtue of his position, cannot act 
as a private citizen at such meetings and 
maintained “all Southern Baptists were 
affected” by Bennett’s participation.

In other matters, committee members:
• Expressed opposition to “the practice 

of hotels and motels which offer sexually 
explicit in-room movies to their guests.” 
The measure was approved in response 
to a motion presented at the SBC annual 
meeting this summer in St. Louis that re­
quested leadership in “a nationwide 
boycott of Holiday Inns Inc., because of 
their involvement in the pornography in­
dustry.”

Members of a subcommittee that 
studied the issue learned Holiday Inn was 
not named in the statement because of the 
potential for a lawsuit, since not all Holi­
day Inn facilities offer sexually explicit 
movies. However, the ISC statement «d»o 
affirmed the “Resolution on Por­
nography” that was passed at the St. 
Louis meeting that said the “Holiday Inn 
chain is the largest offender” of offering 
in-room sexually explicit movies.

• Authorized Bennett, in his capacity as 
EC president and treasurer, to take the 
“Crowder lawsuit” to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, if necessary. The suit was filed 
Dec. 5, 1985, by four messengers to the 
1985 SBC annual meeting who said their 
rights had been violated by rulings made 
concerning the election of the 1986 Com-

Two counties face showdown
Memphis betting vote set for Oct. 8

By W. Fletcher Allen
Action toward showdown votes on pari­

mutuel betting is heating up in at least 
three Tennessee localities - Memphis, 
Williamson County, and Rutherford Coun­
ty. Baptist churches are playing a vital 
role in opposing the move for legalized 
gambling.

Opponents to pari-mutuel betting in 
Memphis (Shelby County) are encour­
aged by trends revealed in recent media 
polls, according to John Bomar, pastor of 
Capleville Baptist Church.

The vote in Memphis, Oct. 8, is the first 
to come since Davidson Countians nar­
rowly defeated betting Aug. 6. Polls in the 
Memphis area 60 days ago showed that 
from 60 to 70 percent of the voters would 
vote “yes” in the referendum.

Since then, says Bomar, who is chair­
man of the Christian Life Committee for 
Shelby County Association, more and 
more voters are changing their minds. 
About a week ago, a television poll 
showed pro-gambling voting had slipped 
to only 51 percent.

And last week the same station polled 
the public again, only to find the gap be­
ing narrowed even more. The poll showed

S1TT1NG UP FRONT — Charles W. Sullivan, left, pastor of First Baptist Church, 
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for the first time since his election last June. Sealed with Sullivan is Harold Ben­
nett, president/treasurer of the committee.

mittee on Boards, Commissions, and 
Standing Committees.

U.S. District Judge Robert Hall decid­
ed in favor of the SBC and the Executive 
Committee May 5, 1986, in the U.S. 
District Court for the Northern District of 
Georgia. The plaintiffs - Robert S. and 
Julia Crowder of Birmingham, Ala.; 
Henry Cooper of Windsor, Mo.; and H. 
Allen McCartney of Vero Beach, Fla. -

that only 47 percent favored legalized bet­
ting with 31 percent against, with 22 per­
cent undecided.

David Drumel, pastor of Union Avenue 
Baptist Church, Memphis, and chairman 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s 
Public Affairs and Christian Life Commit­
tee, also has been very active in leading 
the opposing forces against betting.

Drumel said, “I give tremendous credit 
to the black pastors of Memphis and their 
churches for their efforts to defeat the 
gambling vote. They see it (gambling) as 
helping nothing.”

Drumel has used his church newsletter 
to remind readers of the unsavory and 
debilitating side of gambling.

Bomar said those involved in the fight 
against gambling are feeling “better” 
about the upcoming referendum.

COMAG (Coalition of Memphians 
Against Gambling) helped sponsor a full 
page advertisement in a recent issue of 
the Commercial Appeal, a major Mem­
phis daily paper. There have been spots 
on 10 radio stations, and television ads 
will be purchased for Oct. 5-7, if there is 
sufficient funding.

COMAG has been raising and giving 

have appealed to the 11th U.S. Court of 
Appeals, where oral arguments were 
made May 27.

“We expect affirmation of the lower 
court’s decision, and that will end the 
matter unless the plaintiffs should decide 
to carry the case to the Supreme Court,” 
said EC attorney James P. Guenther of 
Nashville. Bennett reported the commit-

(Continued on page 3) 

money through TAG (Tennesseans 
Against Gambling), a PAC organization. 
A brochure has been used, modeled after 
the leaflet used in the recent Davidson 
County referendum that narrowly 
defeated the gambling proposal.

Bomar also is encouraged by “the 
tremendous swing of black churches 
against gambling,” adding that “this is a 
significant move.”

Rutherford County faces the gambling 
challenge on Nov. 17.

Rutherford was to have a rally yester­
day (Sept. 29). Recent organization 
named a steering committee of James 
Avaritt, pastor of Bellwood Baptist 
Church (Independent); Murray Mathis, 
pastor of Third Baptist Church, Mur­
freesboro ; and Charles Mullins, pastor of 
Kingswood Heights Church of Christ.

Avaritt was named chairman of a PAC 
(Political Action Committee) that was 
organized at a countywide meeting Sept. 
22 at Third Baptist. Forty-four pastors 
were present, said Mathis, representing 
more than 50 churches.

He said there were 52 laypersons at the 
meeting. Mathis invited Bill Sherman, * 

(Continued on page 3)
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Where are the heroes? Right here
leadership elections? Where, indeed, are the

Some twenty years ago, a United States 
government official said that a high proportion of 
the most-gifted young Americans was being “im­
munized” against any tendencies toward leader- 
ShiPJohn W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare during the Lyndon B. 
Johnson administration, said that unless there 
was a change, government would be making more 
and more of the decisions that should be made by 
private individuals.

His remarks, part of an essay called “The 
Anti-leadership Vaccine,” appeared in an annual 
report of the Carnegie Corporation.

He said the immunization against leadership 
tendencies begins with society itself, and is aug­
mented in colleges and universities. “The condi­
tions of life in a modern, complex society are not 
conducive to the emergence of leaders,” he wrote. 
“The young person today is acutely aware of the 
fact that he is an anonymous member of a mass 
society, an individual lost among millions of 
others.”

Was Gardner right? Have you heard lately the 
question, “Where are our heroes?” Have you 
asked the tough questions about honesty and in­
tegrity in public life?

Gardner thought that even the brightest 

students of that era would be “carefully schooled 
to avoid leadership responsibilities.”

“Very few of our most prominent people take 
a really large view of the leadership assignment. 
Most of them are simply tending the machinery 
of that part of society to which they belong.

“Any question that cannot be dealt with by 
one of the special leadership groups ends up be­
ing dealt with by government. Most Americans 
value the role played by non-governmental leader­
ship in this country and would wish it to continue. 
In my judgment,” he said, “it won’t continue 
under the present conditions.”

We don’t profess to know all of the answers 
to Gardner’s poignant idea. But there are some 
things we can pdint to that would shed a little light 
on the topic.

The theory about “immunization against 
leadership tendencies” is valid. We must face up 
to the possibility that he was at least partially 
right.

There is a dearth of leaders. A few are still 
with us, and a few more come along with each 
generation - but as for real leadership, with na­
tional abilities, unquestionable qualifications, it is 
debatable.

For example, why is it so difficult to get the 
best we have to engage in national and statewide

heroes? *
In the Christian sense, heroes are not 

manufactured, but nourished by institutions and 
family that care for them spiritually, mentally, 
and physically.

Tennessee has three colleges - Belmont, 
Carson-Newman, and Union - that provide the 
best kind of education and training - the quality 
atmosphere of Christian teaching and equipping.

We sat in on a recent meeting of Belmont Col­
lege’s trustees. We were impressed with the vision 
expressed by that body, and the enthusiastic plan­
ning evidenced by college leadership. A testimony 
of involvement by the president of student govern­
ment strengthened my belief in sound Christian 
educational institutions.

We are certain that Carson-Newman and 
Union, and all of Tennessee Baptists’ institutions 
that deal with young lives, have the same high 
ideals and motives.

So it is not true now, as it perhaps was in Gard­
ner’s 1960s, that all academia fails to educate the 
leaders. We are doing that with students who could 
well qualify as leaders of the best sort.

And these who get this kind of education will 
not lack the confidence to lead. They might not 
know all the answers, but neither will they be 
“nervous Nellies.” — WFA

What do we do with wisdom?
The First Book of Kings tells us that David’s 

son Solomon was established on the throne to suc-
consolidated. And weread in 1 Kings 3 some very 
exciting words :

Verse 5: “That night the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream and asked him, ‘What would 
you like me to give you?’ ”

How did Solomon answer? In a Middle Atlan­
tic state within a period of two weeks there were 
three big “winners” of the state lottery, each win­
ner claiming more money than he could dream of. 
One received $5.5-million, and two others got 
Sl-million each.

In Canada about two years ago, a modest cou­
ple received more than $ll-million as lottery win­
ners. Did Solomon ask for riches? It’s like that 
story we have all heard. A genie tells a fortunate 

person that he can have two wishes. Immediate­
ly the person answers, “For my first wish, I want 

That was not Solomon.

What did Solomon ask for? Verses 8 and 9 tell 
us: “Solomon answered, ‘Here I am Lord, among 
the people you have chosen to be your own ... So 
give me the wisdom I need ... and to know the dif­
ference between Good and Evil ...” Perhaps 
Solomon should have asked for the will to do good, 
and only good.

God answers Solomon in verse 12: “I will do 
what you asked.” Prayer, though, is not always 
asking, and prayer is not asking always. Solomon 
listened when he prayed.

We know what happened to Solomon, but 
listen to a thought from Ecclesiastes 10, “Dead 
flies can make a whole bottle of perfume stink,”

Solomon wrote, “and a little stupidity can cancel 
out the greatest wisdom.”

Is he telling us that wisdom is to no avail when 
we neglect prayer and common sense?

How then should we live? Colossians 3 has 
some advice for us: “You have been raised to life 
with Christ, so set your hearts on the things that 
are in heaven, where Christ sits upon His throne 
at the right side of God. Keep your minds fixed 
on things there, not on things here on earth. For 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God!”

There is a verse in Proverbs that helps: 
“Every man’s way is right in his own sight, but 
the Lord weighs the heart.”

That is what we do with wisdom. - WFA

Coalition asks court to affirm rights of churches
By Stan Hastey

WASHINGTON (BP) - Led by the Bap­
tist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, a 
coalition of church bodies has asked the 
U.S. Supreme Court to affirm the con­
stitutional rights of churches to par­
ticipate in public referenda without 
registering as political action commit­
tees. Thirteen Jackson churches, includ­
ing nine Tennessee Baptist Convention 
churches, are involved in the matter.

The church groups’ views were com­
municated to the high court in a friend- 
of-the-court brief written by BJCPA 
General Counsel Oliver S. Thomas and 
Loyola (Los Angeles) Law School pro­
fessor Edward M. Gaffney Jr. The brief 
was filed Sept. 23 on behalf of the BJCPA, 
National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., Catholic League for Religious 
and Civil Rights, Christian Legal Socie­
ty, and National Association of 
Evangelicals.

Appealing to the First Amendment’s 
protections of freedom of religion and 
speech,, the^brief: asked c the-ruatiqnrS 

highest court to review and reverse a 
decision earlier this year of the Tennessee 
Supreme Court. That ruling upheld a Ten­
nessee law requiring churches to submit 
to the state detailed financial disclosure 
statements if they spend more than $250 
annually urging voters to support or re­
ject any issue put on the ballot for public 
approval or disapproval.

The brief noted that several other states 
have similar laws, none of which has been 
tested in court, making the Tennessee 
case one of “first impression.” If the high 
court were to agree to hear the dispute, 
the decision in the case could have nation­
wide application.

The thirteen Jackson churches were 
found to have violated the Tennessee 
Campaign Financial Disclosure Act by 
sponsoring paid advertisements opposing 
a liquor-by-the-drink referendum pro­
posal. Nine of the 13 congregations are af­
filiated with the Tennessee and the 
Southern Baptist conventions.

The August 1984 referendum proposal 
•to-aHow liquor-by-the-drink sales lost by 

40 votes. Later that month, the state at­
torney general issued an opinion that the 
churches were political action commit­
tees as defined by the law and were sub­
ject to filing the financial disclosure 
forms.

Instead, the churches challenged the 
provision of the law defining them as 
political action committees. Although a 
trial court first ruled against the chur­
ches, a state court of appeals reversed, 
declaring the law unconstitutional. Later, 
however, the Tennessee Supreme Court 
overruled the appellate court, holding the 
law applies to churches.

In their brief to the nation’s high court, 
Thomas and Gaffney argued that applica­
tion of the Tennessee law to churches 
“severely chills the ability ... to advance 
their positions on a wide variety of public 
policy matters.” The “religious autonomy 
and integrity” of churches are threaten­
ed, they wrote, “when the government 
seeks to regulate a religious body.”

Appealing to the First Amendment pro­
tection of free> exercise of’ religion, the 

Thomas-Gaffney brief argued that ap­
plication of the law to a religious body 
‘ ‘distorts that body’s religious message by 
communicating to the public that it is not 
a religious group acting religiously, but 
simply another political interest group 
acting out of characteristically self- 
interested political considerations.”

Additionally, and “even more serious­
ly,” the argument continued, “the Act has 
had a chilling effect on the prophetic min­
istry of religious bodies” in Tennessee.

The brief also argued churches should 
be exempt from the law on free exercise 
grounds unless Tennessee could 
demonstrate “it has utilized the least 
restrictive means of achieving a truly 
compelling governmental interest.”

The Tennessee law provides a blanket 
exemption for the news media in 
deference to the freedom of press 
guaranteed in the First Amendment.

The Supreme Court is expected to 
decide whether to hear the Jackson chur­
ches’ appeal sometime after it convenes 
for a new term Oct. 5:.........y;;,
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Committee acts on reports, recommendations ...
(Continued from page 1) 

tee has spent about $185,000 on the case.
• Voted to print the 1987 SBC Christian 

Life Commission minority report to the 
convention’s annual meeting in the 1988 
SBC Annual. The action followed an SBC 
motion that the minority report - made 
by 12 of 31 CLC commissioners - be 
printed in the 1987 SBC Annual.

However, the minority report was not 
included in the 1987 book “because the 
copy for the Annual was sent to press 
prior to the regular meeting of the Ex­
ecutive Committee.” SBC Recording 
Secretary Martin Bradley of Nashville 
reported he noted the minority report 
among the proceedings of the 1987 SBC 
meeting: “I attempted to maintain con­
sistency in the way the business matter 
was reported. ... I picked up what I 
believed to be the essence of the report.”

Arguing in favor of including the text of 
the report in the next Annual, SBC Presi­
dent Adrian P. Rogers of Memphis said: 
“The convention did vote to hear the 
minority report. It did happen. This needs 
to be a matter of record.”

• Proposed a bylaw revision regarding 
the SBC parliamentarian. The current

Baptist groups send mixed messages 
to Senate on Bork endorsement

By Kathy Palen
WASHINGTON (BP)- In the after­

math of the Southern Baptist Public Af­
fairs Committee’s endorsement of 
Supreme Court nominee Robert H. Bork, 
mixed messages have been sent to the 
U.S. Senate as to whether the Southern 
Baptist Convention has endorsed the 
nominee.

Immediately following the Aug. 20-21 
PAC meeting in Nashville, the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee staff - under instruc­
tions from the PAC - sent a letter to all 
U.S. senators informing them of the 
PAC’s adoption of a resolution “to strong­
ly urge the Senate Judiciary Committee 
and the United States Senate to confirm” 
Bork’s nomination.

Enclosed with each letter was a copy of 
the PAC’s full resolution, in which the 
committee identified itself as having been 
“duly elected and appointed to represent 
Southern Baptists on First Amendment 
concerns, particularly church-state 
issues, religious freedom issues and those 
issues relating to the ‘right application of 
Christianity to the life of the nation.’ ”

But in a letter to members of the 
Senate, BJCPA Executive Director 
James M. Dunn wrote: “Please don’t be 
misled. The Southern Baptist Convention 
has not endorsed Judge Robert Bork.

“While some groups have deliberately 
attempted to make the 7-5 vote of the 
Southern Baptist Public Affairs Commit­
tee appear to be an official action of the 
convention and your office has received 
notification to this effect, you need to be 
fully informed.”

“Lynn E. May Jr., executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Historical Com­
mission, said he has reviewed SBC an­
nuals since 1845 many times and cannot 
recall any other time when the SBC or one 
of its agencies or committees has public­
ly supported by name the confirmation or 
election of a candidate for public office. 
However, in 1976, the convention adopted 
a motion which ‘reaffirmed the long tradi­
tion of non-endorsement of any political 
candidate.’ ”

In his letter, Dunn went on to state, 
“The Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs is the Washington-based agency 

bylaw 11, “Parliamentary Authority,” 
merely notes Roberts’ Rules of Order 
(latest revised edition) is the SBC 
parliamentary authority.

The proposed revision renames the 
bylaw “Parliamentary Authority and 
Parliamentarians.” It states, “The con­
vention president, in conference with the 
vice-presidents, shall select a chief 
parliamentarian and assistant parliamen­
tarians, as necessary, to advise the 
presiding officers of the convention on 
matters of parliamentary procedure.”

The proposal also notes the parliamen­
tarian must have sufficient knowledge 
and experience and must be certified by 
at least one of the two national parliamen­
tarians’ associations.

• Asked the administrative and conven­
tion arrangements subcommittee to re­
examine its request to amend the policy 
on exhibits at SBC annual meetings to 
allow exemptions for non-affiliated but 
predominantly Southern Baptist 
seminaries. The original request would 
have allowed Luther Rice Seminary, 
Criswell Center for Biblical Studies, and 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary to operate exhibit booths at 

that serves nine Baptist conventions and 
conferences including the Southern Bap­
tist Convention and we have taken no ac­
tion regarding Judge Bork’s nomination.”

Les Csorba HI. a PAC member from 
Alexandria, Va., said he thinks action by 
Adrian Rogers, SBC president, would 
clarify any confusion about the PAC 
resolution on Bork’s nomination.

“I know he (Rogers) supports our ef­
forts and that he plans to do something,” 
Csorba said. “I think that it is necessary 
if this is truly a Southern Baptist Public 
Affairs Committee resolution that it 
receive the support of the head That 
would clarify a lot of the confusion which 
has existed between the Baptist Joint 
Committee and the Public Affairs Com­
mittee if the head of the denomination 
would make a statement.”

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, told Baptist Press 
that as a private citizen he does support 
Bork’s confirmation. “As an individual, 
I have already written both of my 
senators and encouraged them to confirm 
Judge Bork’s nomination to the Supreme 
Court.”

He said he believes his letter was on the 
letterhead of his church, not the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

“I am deeply grieved that in America 
since Roe vs. Wade that lives have been 
taken from some 20-million pre-born 
babies,” Rogers said. “This is not a mere 
political or academic matter with me. I 
do not look at it dispassionately. We are 
dealing with life and death.”

Rogers, who is a PAC member but was 
not present at the August meeting, con­
tinued, “Yet, on the other hand, I realize 
how careful we as Southern Baptists must 
be to maintain our integrity in the public 
arena. Perhaps the (PAC) resolution 
could have been framed in such a way as 
to accomplish its purpose without being 
quite as specific and could have spoken 
more specifically to principles, rather 
than a specific person.

“I do feel that the weight of our 
Southern Baptist pronouncements cer- 
tainly lines up behind what I have heard Claude O. Cockrell Jr.. businessman 
and read about Mr. Bork/1 Rogers said, who is heading the drive to legalize

SBC annual meetings.
But EC members voted 40-20 to send the 

request back to committee for further 
study. Included in that measure was a 
proviso ensuring those three schools ex­
hibit space at the 1988 SBC annual 
meeting, if the policy change is approved. 
The proviso was offered because the ex­
hibit reservation’s November deadline 
comes before the next EC meeting in 
February.

Two SBC agency heads spoke against 
a policy change. Arthur Walker of the 
Education Commission cited a potential 
for lawsuits by potential exhibitors who 
might be turned down. Lloyd Elder of the 
Sunday School Board said the “larger 
issue” is a question of whether the SBC 
is going to take a societal or convention 
approach to its work. He also warned a 
change would mean the convention would 
be “inundated by 30 publishers” who also 
would want exhibit space.

EC member Paul Pressler, a Houston 
judge, countered that lawsuits, a societal 
approach, and other publishers “have 
nothing to do with the issue. The issue is 
three schools’ right to have a booth at the 
Southern Baptist Convention.”

• Accepted a report from the EC public 
relations workgroup that the seven­
member panel “is studying the Baptist 
Press news releases from April 1,1987 to 
Feb. 1,1988, to determine balance in the 
news releases.” Workgroup Chairman 
Julian Motley, pastor from Durham, 
N.C., said the intention of the study “is not 
to imply any imbalance but to address a 
concern held by many Southern Bap­
tists.” 
denominational news service, EC 
members responded to an SBC motion 
calling for a new study of the Baptist 
Press structure. Their recommendation 
noted “conclusions derived from a study 
of the structure of Baptist Press in 1982 
are still considered valid, and .. an ad­
ditional study should not be made.”

EC members also approved a motion

II Referendum coming up
(Continued from page 1) 

pastor of Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Nashville, who helped defeat a recent 
referendum in Davidson County.

Sherman talked to the Rutherford 
County group about the Davidson County 
effort and answered questions about 
strategies in the successful campaign to 
defeat the move to legalize pari-mutuel 
betting.

There were at least 20 Concord Associa­
tion churches represented at the Sept. 22 
meeting, Mathis said.

Mathis and Avaritt presented the PAC 
position on a radio show later last week. 
“We had 20 minutes to talk about it,” he 
said. The Rutherford PAC group is called 
Rutherford County Citizens Against Pari- 
Mutuel Gambling.

Mathis said Fred Hobbs, state 
representative from the 49th district, has 
made a “strong statement” opposing 
legalized gambling, though he supported 
the action which allowed the vote to be 
held. Hobbs justified his action because 
citizens have a right to vote on issues, he 
said.

Carl Brown, a Rutherford County com­
missioner and a member of Third Church, 
has also come out on the PAC side. Sheriff 
Truman Jones, member of Southeast 
Church, also is supporting the citizens 
against gambling.

instructing the Baptist Press staff to send 
members all Baptist Press releases.

• Heard a challenge from SBC Presi­
dent Rogers urging Southern Baptists to 
end their bitterness toward one another. 
The pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis said he perceives bitterness as 
a “very real problem in Southern Baptist 
life” in the wake of the convention’s 
theological/political struggle.

Citing bitterness is a source of hostility 
and evil speaking, Rogers said, “I don’t 
want in our Southern Baptist Convention 
for us to be doctrinally straight and 
organizationally clicking and not to be 
filled with the love of the Lord Jesus.”

He called for Southern Baptists to 
remove bitterness through repentance. He 
also urged them to hold true to their con­
victions: “Let’s contend for what we 
believe. Let’s be strong. Let’s be 
courageous. But God forbid that we have 
any bitterness or hostility. God cannot 
bless us if we do.”

•Heard a report from Peace Commit­
tee chairman Charles Fuller and named 
Perry Sanders, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Lafayette, La., and David Mad­
dox, layman from Fullerton, Calif., as 
replacements for two members who 
resigned.

Fuller said the Peace Committee did 
not draft a creedal statement and is not 
a “watchdog” group.

• Appointed a five-member study com­
mittee to determine the spending of 
$448,400 designated for public affairs in 
the 1987-88 SBC budget, deciding the 
authority of the Baptist Joint Committee
Committee, SBC.

•Proposed a $145.6-million goal for the 
1988-89 Cooperative Program unified 
budget.

(Editor's note: Detailed reports will be 
in next week’s Baptist and Reflector con­
cerning Charles Fuller’s report, the 
public affairs funding study, and the 
1988-89 budget goal.) 

gambling in Rutherford County, proposes 
to build a $108-million horse racing center 
near the 1-24 and Almaville Road inter­
change. according to news sources.

He was quoted as telling Sherman to 
“keep his nose out of our business. ’’ Sher­
man responded that he would help the 
PAC group whenever they asked him. 
And to Cockrell’s remarks that the gam­
bling opponents had little chance of 
defeating the referendum. Sherman and 
Concord Baptist leaders seem to be 
optimistic.

‘ ‘We expect a big turnout at the Sept. 29 
rally,” Mathis said.

Meanwhile, no date has been set for a 
referendum in Williamson. Proponents 
for gambling there claim a “big change 
in numbers” of undecided voters.

Proponents, according to a spokesman, 
are seeking “a live, televised debate on 
the topic” at the Williamson County 
Courthouse. Election officials say it will 
take five days to verify petitions for bet­
ting, which have not yet been turned over 
to Election Commissioners.

After verification, which would include 
at least 920 signatures of county residents, 
the registrar has five days to call an Elec­
tion Commission meeting. It may be 
decided this week.

Williamson Countians Against Gam­
bling has hired a consultant, Judy Davis, 
who works out of a Franklin office. A 
funding campaign is scheduled.
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letters m the editor
Letters on any religion-related sub­
ject are welcomed. Letters of over 
300 words will not be used. Other let­
ters may be shortened at the discre­
tion of the editor. No unsigned letters 
will be printed, but writer's name 
will be withheld for sufficient 
reason. Letters must contain com­
plete address and telephone number. 
Letters must not make personal at­
tacks on the character or integrity of 
individuals.

Questions investigation
I was shocked to read in the Sept. 22 

issue of the Commercial Appeal that the 
Shelby Baptist Association (SBA) had 
moved to investigate the “doctrinal, 
soundness” of Prescott Memorial Baptist 
Church, due to that church’s call of a 
woman pastor.

Southern Baptist churches are “local­
ly autonomous” that is each church is free 
to decide issues of its congregational life 
without interference from some other 
level of church government. Baptist asso­
ciations and conventions are assemblies 
of autonomous congregations who 
cooperate voluntarily for the purposes of 
missions, evangelism, education, etc. 
Baptist associations and conyentions 
were never intended to be vehicles by 
which autonomous local churches would 
be disciplined. Resolutions of such bodies 
are not binding on the conscience of in­
dividual Baptists or Baptist congrega­
tions.

The tragedy gripping Southern Baptist Does it really matter whether God 
life today is that there are those strident created instantly or gradually as long as 

s____ __________________— wer acKuowieage Him as our Heavenly
presumptuous enough to believe that they — - • ~
have a God-given mandate to discipline
the conscience and practice of sister 
Southern Baptist churches.

The real issue here is not women in the 
ministry but the freedom and local 
autonomy of a Southern Baptist church. 
Prescott Memorial would be within its 
rights to tell the Shelby Baptist Associa­
tion to mind its own business I But, know­
ing the people at Prescott, I believe they 
will be more kind to their inquisitors than 
their inquisitors will be to them.

James W. Watkins, pastor 
Elk Creek Baptist Church 
Rt. 3, Box 118
Taylorsville, Ky. 40071
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Word stirs emotions
When God began to create, did He 

create “instantaneously” within six days 
about 7,000 years ago or “gradually” by 
the process of evolution over millions of 
years ago?

The greatest threat to creationism or in­
terpreting Genesis 1-11 literally comes 
from the field of geology, not liberal 
theology. Because Lyell’s view of unifor­
mitarianism dominates scientific think­
ing, many regard Genesis 1-11 as a myth. 
A minority of thinkers including biblical 
literalists would favor Carter’s view of 
catastrophism which would support the 
view of creation week and the stories of 
the flood, Exodus, Joshua’s extra long 
day, and Hezekiah’s sun moving back­
wards.

When we inquire about human origins, 
we look to the biblical record which ex­
plains why God created man and to the 
archeological record which explains how, 
when, and where God created man. But 
did God use the process of evolution to 
create man as the physical and the ar­
cheological evidence suggests?

The word evolution stirs our emotions. 
Some reject the idea of evolution because 
it challenges the traditional view of crea­
tion. Others accept the idea evolution as 
the process by which God creates. The 
Greeks were the first to postulate the con­
cept of evolution. The 18th and 19th cen­
tury naturalists and scientists merely 
re-discovered and re-defined the original 
Greek concept of natural causes.

Father and receive His Son as our Savior 
and Lord? We need to move from a doc­
trine of God and Son to a relationship with 
God and Son. Being a theist is not the 
same as being a Christian.

Jim Pennington 
Rt. 2, Box 107J 
Johnson City 37601

The crumbling cookies
As a boy, one of the highlights of the 

December season was when Mom would 
get out her Christmas cookie-cutters and 
begin to produce those sugary delicacies. 
All of the family would gather around the 
stove sniffing the aroma. For my brother

Connie Davis
Assistant Editor

Rita Gambill 
Production Assistant 

and me, crunching on Mom’s cookies j 
would be the most tasteful event of the ; 
year. . ,. 1

Using cookie-cutters was permissable 
for my mother at Christmas, but God for­
bid that we as Southern Baptists become 
a convention that advocates cookie-cutter 
Christianity. The tragedy of making 
cookies this way is that there is no distinc­
tiveness or individuality. They all look 
and taste the same. Yet there are some 
among our leadership who possess this 
mindset. They seem to reject those who 
are not “cut” precisely to their official 
recipe.

Instead of a Peace Committee we now 
have an unofficial “Cookie Committee.” 
They are busy fabricating Baptist cookies 
that endorse Bork for the Supreme Court, 
fire Baker from the Christian Life Com­
mission, and reprimand Bennett for 
meeting with the pope. Even our Home 
Mission Board has recently joined in this 
cookie construction mania.

I’m not sure we really want peace ... 
just conformity. We’re like the people in 
Jeremiah’s day who said “Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace.” How can we be 
interested in peace? We’re too busy bak­
ing cookies.

One day it will be too late for us. The 
lost world will stand next to our casket, 
and with tongue in cheek say, “That’s the 
way the cookie crumbles.”

Converts or cookies, which will it be? 
Our mission is to reach people for Jesus 
Christ, not to make identical Baptist 
Oreos. Let’s give our cookie-cutters away. 
My mom could use some more.

Daniel Martin
Edgefield Baptist Church 
700 Russell St.
Nashville 37206

HMB employees asked to affirm 
Faith and Message statement

ATLANTA (BP)- Professional-level 
employees of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board have been asked by Presi­
dent Larry Lewis to affirm the Baptist 
Faith and Message statement.

Lewis made the request Sept. 22 in a 
one-page memo to the board’s 138 elected 
staff members.

The memo, which was accompanied by 
a copy of the doctrinal statement, calls on 
employees to read the item carefully “and 
if there are areas you cannot in good con­
science affirm, make an appointment 
with my secretary so we can discuss the 
matters of concern.”

“If I do not hear from you,” Lewis con­
cluded, “I will assume you are in full 
agreement with the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement and will report so to 
the Southern Baptist Peace Committee.”

The move reflects action taken by 
board members during their July 29 
meeting as they forged new doctrinal 
guidelines for employing elected staff 
members and missionaries.

In his memo, Lewis referred to that 
board action by saying the directors also 
had instructed the administration “to 
review the theological positions of our 
present professional staff and appointed 
missionaries to assure their theological 
stance is in harmony with and not in any 
way contrary to the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement.”

Following the July board meeting, 
Lewis told Baptist Press if any staffer has 
a “little problem” with the statement, it 
does not mean the individual will be ter­
minated. “if, on the other hand,

The end times
This present world is under divine judg­

ment. It is temporary and impermanent ; 
it is passing away. This is the verdict of 
Scripture, not the verdict of man. The pro­
phetic word of God sounds the alann, 
warning men everywhere of the coming 
end of the world and the final day of 
judgment.

Jesus spoke of another world that is yet 
to come, however, and assures all who 
follow Him that they shall have eternal 
life in that permanent and imperishable 
city of God called the new Jerusalem.

As He sat upon the Mount of Olives, His 
disciples asked Him, “When shall these 
things be? and what shall be the sign of 
thy coming and of the end of the world?” 
Jesus responded by foretelling the end of 
the age, saying that the day of the event 
is now known to men or angels, but that 
men are to watch and be ready so as not 
to be overtaken by surprise.

The Bible has much to say about the end 
of the world, and the attitude and the 
outlook of the Christian should be in har­
mony with it. The individual enters this 
world for only a short season and is no 
more. He brings nothing into it and leaves 
in the same condition he came in — 
empty-handed.

Therefore, the Christian, having no en­
during title to anything in this world, 
should regard material things very 
lightly.

For him the world is a place of change 
and decay — impermanent and insecure.

Today’s tycoon may be tomorrow’s 
1 pauper. Many political leaders are soon 
■ forgotten. The grave gobbles up all men’s 
. hopes of immortality on this planet, leav­

ing in the books of history mere vestiges 
of what a few men said and did.

Robert Mid Gordon
520 So. First St.
Pulaski 38478

somebody has serious problems about, 
say, the divinity of Christ, especially if 
that person is in a position with a great 
deal of exposure, then we would be very 
concerned,” he explained.

Lewis has gone on record as saying cur­
rent staff members will not be required 
to adhere to any particular interpretation 
of the Baptist Faith and Message, which 
was adopted by Southern Baptists in 1963.

“We are just asking them to reaffirm 
their commitment to the statement,” he 
said, which elected staff members have 
been asked to affirm for the past 11 years.

The board became the first SBC agen­
cy to make official response to the report 
of the committee, which was adopted dur­
ing the 1987 convention session in St. 
Louis.

The request by Lewis reflects his view 
of the Peace Committee report as being 
“a clear mandate” to “each and every 
agency and institution of our convention 
to cooperate fully” with the recommen­
dation.

J. Plaster accepts call 
to Decatur pastorate 
First Baptist Church in Decatur has 

called Jerry Plaster to the pastorate.
Plaster is a graduate of Clear Creek 

Baptist College, Pineville, Ky.
He previously pastored First Baptist 

Church, Thllico Plains; Pond Hill Baptist 
Church, Niota ; and First Baptist Church, 
Riceville.

Plaster’s ministry will begin on Oct. 4.
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|| CLC members move to regulate programs
NASHVILLE (BP)- Abortion is 

justifiable only “when the developing 
child represents a clear and present 
danger to the physical life of the mother,” 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion members declared during their an­
nual meeting Sept. 16.

The abortion statement, part of a 
broader recommendation regarding sanc­
tity of human life, was one of several 
measures commissioners approved in a 
move to regulat^staff activities and pro­
grams of the ethics agency.

They also withdrew two pamphlets on 
the role of women and set guidelines for 
materials that will replace them; adopted 
a statement on AIDS; restructured the 
CLC budget to give greater priority to 
anti-abortion efforts; created a guideline 
giving commissioners greater editorial 
input on pamphlet series; asked for a 
study of the procedure of conducting 
business by telephone, including the elec­
tion of staff members; and suggested a 
study of the feasibility of twice-yearly, 
rather than annual, meetings.

All the measures to regulate ad­
ministrative procedure were passed the 
day following a motion to dismiss N. 
Larry Baker as executive director failed 
by a 15-15 vote. Most of the regulatory 
moves were approved by about a three- 
to-two margin.

The sanctity of human life statement - 
which addresses both abortion and 
euthanasia - declares. “Human life, 
from fertilization until natural death, is 
sacred and should be protected, not 
destroyed.” It decries abortion, infan­
ticide, and “active” euthanasia.

The statement calls on staff: to give 
anti-abortion and anti-euthanasia con­
cerns highest priority in budget and per­
sonnel assignments for at least the next 
two years, to assist the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board in developing alter­
natives to abortion for women facing a 
problem pregnancy, to oppose infanticide 
and euthanasia and to refrain from 
releasing any materials produced by the 
commission that are not consistent with 
the policy statement.

Charles Wade, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Arlington, Texas, failed in an at­
tempt to substitute a statement on abor­
tion passed by a diverse group of Southern 
Baptists during a CLC-sponsored abortion 
consultation in June.

“The (June) statement from St. Louis 
goes beyond exceptions” to abortion, 
Wade said. “WTith this (St. Louis) 
guideline, I can talk and counsel with peo­
ple and work towards alternatives to 
abortion. The St. Louis statement will 
help Southern Baptists. It is a beautiful 
statement.” He said that since the St. 
Louis statement denounces abortion but 
does not mention exceptions for abortion, 
it provides an opportunity for broad 
support.

Gary Crum, a professor of health ser­
vices at George Washington University in 
Washington, said the CLC policy state­
ment contained in the recommendation is 
“more prophetic, more specific, and more 
directive to the staff.”

The motion on the role of women 
withdrew “Issues and Answers: Chang­
ing Roles of Women” and “Critical 
Issues: Women in Church and Society” 
from circulation. It also called for CLC 
staff to produce new materials on 
women’s roles by September 1988. The 
new materials are to reflect the 1984 
Southern Baptist Convention resolution 
titled “Ordination and the Role of Women 
in Ministry.”

That SBC resolution interprets Scrip­
ture as excluding women from pastoral 
leadership and says “God’s delegated 

order of authority” includes “Christ as 
the head of man and man as the head of 
woman.” It also states that “women are 
not in public worship to assume a role of 
authority over men lest confusion reign in 
the local church” and “to preserve a sub­
mission required because the man was 
first in creation and the woman was first 
in the Edenic Fall.”

Skeet Workman, homemaker from 
Lubbock, Texas, who originated the mo­
tion to withdraw the literature, said the 
pamphlet on changing roles of women 
contains inaccurate statements: “The 
pamphlet says the Equal Rights Amend­
ment was designed to guarantee constitu­
tionally that equal rights under the law 
would not be denied anyone because of 
sex, and that is false. The No. 1 reason of 
the women’s rights movement was the 
passage of the ERA, which would lead to 
legalization of homosexuality, abortion, 
and many other things ... .”

Workman took issue with the pamphlet 
on women in church and society, par­
ticularly for its statement that some 
women have suffered discrimination in 
churches. “I think if this brochure were 
given to a young homemaker in a 
Southern Baptist church and she reads it,

HMB endorses 27 chaplains 
to varied ministry roles
DECATUR, Ga. (BP)- Newly en­

dorsed chaplains were commended for 
being faithful to God’s call to ministry 
during a ceremony at Columbia Drive 
Baptist Church in Decatur. Ga.

Although friends and family members 
may equate chaplaincy as a secondary’ 
ministry to a pastoral calling, chaplains 
actually fulfill their spiritual obligation 
through another important avenue of ser­
vice, said Gerald Palmer, vice-president 
of missions for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board.

“Going into the field of chaplaincy does 
not signify ‘leaving the ministry’ if you 
previously have served in some pastoral 
role. You are individuals on a mission for 
Christ and his church, representing 
Southern Baptists as you serve around the 
nation and the world,” he added.

Twenty-seven chaplains were endorsed 
during the ceremony at the suburban 
Atlanta church. They join 1,858 other 
chaplains who serve “in every imaginable 
situation around the world,” said Huey 
Perry, director of chaplaincy for the 
agency.

The board does not appoint chaplains as 
missionaries but endorses them to the 
employing agencies. In addition to the en­
dorsement, the board provides them with 
pastoral and professional support through 
personal ministry, seminars and 
conferences.

The chaplains, who are paid directly by 
the institutions they serve in industry, 
prisons, hospitals, and the military, 
minister throughout the nation and in the 
17 foreign countries.

During the service Carol Mitchell, an 
Army chaplain stationed at Fort Carson, 
Colo., shared her struggle in obeying 
God’s call to ministry.

She explained how she felt called by 
God to the ministry while in high school, 
but there were no role models for the pro­
fession. Following careers as a high 
school instructor and a military in­
telligence officer, she was forced to come 
to grips with God’s original plan for her 
life. Carabobo near Valencia, the new Baptist 

“I did not wake up one morning and encampment.

she will begin to get the idea that there is 
discrimination among us as Southern 
Baptists,” she said.

Wade and Don Blanton, an engineer 
from Bel Air, Md., pleaded with commis­
sioners not to base their actions on the 
1984 resolution, noting resolutions are not 
binding on SBC institutions. “As Baptists, 
we are not governed by resolutions; we 
are governed by Scripture,” Wade said.

Focusing on AIDS - acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome - commissioners 
adopted a statement that commended the 
staff “for their efforts to date in this 
regard” and urged increased energy in 
the develpment of materials on AIDS.

“We call upon the CLC staff to produce 
literature which sounds a clear call to sex­
ual purity, not simply from health con­
cerns, but because of biblical, ethical 
principles,” their AIDS statement says. 
Previously, they passed a committee 
recommendation concerning develop­
ment of new audiovisual and printed 
resources on AIDS.

Abortion re-surfaced during an ad­
ministrative committee discussion of the 
1987-88 CLC budget. That budget - 
$1,040,600, which includes SBC 
Cooperative Program income of $795,100 

decide that I wanted to be in the middle 
of Southern Baptists’ controversy over 
women in ministry, but neither could I 
deny that calling.” she said. “I never felt 
I going aguinat X woo taught in
relation to women and ministry, and I am 
a Southern Baptist right down to my 
roots. But I could not deny God’s call.”

As a newly endorsed chaplain, Mitchell 
said, she is proud to represent Southern 
Baptists and to extend a helping hand to 
people in spiritual need in the military’.

Royce Ballard, chaplain at Southern 
Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, also 
shared his testimony during the 
ceremony. The hospital has previously 
supplied chaplaincy services through its 
clinical pastoral education program, but 
Ballard is the first staff person to serve 
in that capacity.

Ballard told how. after 14 years of mar­
riage and a successful business career, he 
experienced a divorce. “It was during 
that extremely painful time following my 
divorce that I discovered anew the grace 
and love of God in my life,’’ he said.

In his closing remarks Ballard, who has 
served as a pastor for the past decade, 
called for a sense of unity throughout the 
denomination and asked for a spirit of 
love to prevail.

“As we see each other broken and hurt­
ing, regardless of our theology, let us 
minister to each other in that grace and 
love,” he said.

|| Volunteers to work in Venezuela camp
A six-member team from Central Bap­

tist Church, Fountain City, in Knoxville, 
and a 12-member team from Judson Bap­
tist Church in Nashville will be doing con­
struction work in October in Venezuela to 
support the Tennessee/Venezuela part­
nership.

The volunteers bring the total to 738 per­
sons who have participated in the partner­
ship since it began in November 1985. It 
is coordinated by the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board.

The teams will be working at Campo de 

and $150,000 from the sale of ethics 
resources - was approved. Internally, 
the administrative committee took $20,000 
from two general line item accounts to 
create a new line item account giving 
priority to initiatives on abortion and 
euthanasia

In an unprecedented move, the CLC 
promotion committee asked for and 
received permission to review and re­
spond to “future printed materials in 
pamphlet series” prior to their 
publication.

In other business, commissioners:
• Approved a response to the SBC 

Peace Committee from the CLC executive 
director that confirms the executive 
director and professional staff of the com­
mission have been and will continue to be 
committed to work within the framework 
of the Baptist Faith and Message 
Statement.

• Authorized a Cooperative Program 
request of $984,855 for 1988-89. The request 
includes a 5 percent price index adjust­
ment and a special request of $150,000 for 
establishing a CLC office in Washington. 
The establishment of a Washington moral 
concerns office was encouraged by an 
SBC Executive Committee fact-finding 
committee that studied the work of the 
Baptist Joint Committee.

• Approved a request to the SBC for ap­
proval of a proposed change in the CLC 
program statement that would remove 
language requiring the agency to work 
through the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs when working on Christian 
moral concerns in WTashington.

• Voted to give the CLC Distinguished 
Service Award to Doug and Evelyn 

miefcoioxiax-ie® Ao TMnjMnta , Ao

Samuel T. Currin. U.S. attorney for the 
eastern district of North Carolina and 
chairman of the SBC Public Affairs 
Committee.

The Knapps were cited for their 23 
years of w’ork in agricultural missions and 
race relations, as well as for the 14.409 
baptisms during the 1986 church year in 
the remote Kyela District of Tanzania.

Currin was nominated for the award by 
Crum as an addition to the CLC executive 
committee’s nomination of the Knapps. 
Crum cited Currin’s active leadership in 
the fight against drugs and pornography.

• Approved a statement commending 
President Ronald Reagan for his role in 
reducing the federal government's role in 
abortions.

• Authorized annual seminars in Kan­
sas City, Mo., for 1989 on “Life in the 
Balance” and Birmingham. Ala., in 1990 
on “Combatting Moral Problems’’ and 
annual conferences at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
and Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist conference 
centers in 1988 on Christian moral 
concerns.

• Approved conferences or consulta­
tions in the coming year on abortion, pro- 
nography, gambling, race relations, and 
medical ethics.

Traveling Oct. 3-16, the team from 
Knoxville will include John Bolton; James 
Hull; William Rosenbalm Jr.; Ronald 
Mouser, minister of education; Jerry 
Trivette; and Franklin Stidham.

The team from Nashville will be travel­
ing Oct. 12-23 and will include Johnnie and 
Phyllis Hall. Gregg and Lisa Hall, Lonnie 
Atkinson, James and Maurice Ault, Ed­
ward and Joanne James, Keith and 
Cathey Norton, and Rick Burton.

Persons interested in serving should 
contact Clarence Stewart, TBC, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN 37024.
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I Association to investigate church
The Shelby County Baptist Associa­

tion’s executive board voted to investigate 
the “doctrinal soundness” of Prescott 
Memorial Baptist Church in Memphis 
during its monthly meeting Sept. 21.

Vaughn Denton, pastor of Kirby 
Parkway Baptist Church in Memphis, 
presented a resolution asking for the in­
vestigation following the church’s action 
to call Nancy Hastings Sehested as pastor 
Aug. 23. He said he was a spokesman for 
numerous area pastors.

Sehested, who is associate pastor of 
Oakhurst Baptist Church in Decatur, Ga., 
will begin serving Nov. 1.

The voice vote on the resolution in­
cluded no negative votes, but a number 
of abstentions. The association’s creden­
tials committee, which is chaired by Ken 
Storey, pastor of Germantown Baptist 
Church in Germantown, is to report its 
findings at the association’s annual 
meeting Oct. 19-20.

During discussion, Fred Wood, pastor 
emeritus of Eudora Baptist Church in 
Memphis and a member of the creden­
tials committee, asked what should be the 
guide for doctrinal soundness. He re­
ferred to the Bible’s directive that women 
cover their heads when they enter a place 
of worship and asked if the association is 
prepared to “disenfranchise every church 
that allows its women in bareheaded?”

Claiming that he is not a part of a fun­
damentalist take-over group, Denton 
stated that the church “for years has been 
out of step with the association and out of 
step with the Bible.”

“We do recognize the autonomy of the

IGA-las feature 
missionaries

Six regional Missions Adventures GA- 
las for girls in grades 3-6 will feature 
missionaries as a part of the meetings 
sponsored by Tennessee Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union based in Brentwood.

The Oct. 17 activity at Camp Carson will 
feature Beverly Smothers, director of 
Christian social ministries for Holston 
Baptist Association. Also on Oct. 17 a GA- 
la will meet at Ridgeway Baptist Church 
in Memphis and feature Karen Gross, who 
helps direct the Migrant Mission Center 
in Hope, Ark. An Oct. 24 meeting will be 
held at Two Rivers Baptist Church in 
Nashville where Bill and Frances Skinner, 
missionaries in Paraguay, will speak.

A meeting also on Oct. 24 at Dogwood 
Lodge in Chattanooga will include a 
presentation by Glen Petree, director of 
Christian social ministries for Clinton 
Baptist Association. The Ga-las on Oct. 31 
will feature Betty Roaten, missionary in 
Uruguay, at Camp Linden in Linden; and 
Bill and Cindy Black, missionaries in the 
Gatlinburg area, at Camp Ta-Pa-Win-Go 
in Elizabethton.

The meetings, which will begin at 9:30 
a.m. and end at 2 p.m., will include games 
and missions activities.

An adult needs to accompany each six 
girls and each participant should bring a 
sack lunch. Drinks will be provided. The 
registration fee is $3 and should be made 
two weeks prior to each GA-la at Ten­
nessee WMU, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024.

Send a 
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local church, but at the same time we 
have to guard the autonomy of the 
association,” Denton said.

He hopes the church will reconsider its 
decision to call a woman as pastor. He is 
not against a woman serving in other full- 
time church staff positions.

“If they don’t reconsider ..., we should 
vote to not seat their messengers” at the 
annual meeting, Denton concluded.

In a report in the Commercial-Appeal, 
the daily Memphis newspaper, Sehested 
said during a telephone interview from 
her home in Decatur that it was a shame 
the association didn’t bother to meet her 
before their vote.

Qne ujord More-------
By W. Fletcher Allen

She clicked the control button and 
another slide flipped into focus.

“That’s Mukoma Station,” she said, 
and in a somewhat subdued tone she 
added, “you can see that it’s at the end 
of the line.”

The color slide, profuse with blue sky 
and deep greens of a typical East Africa 
landscape, showed the audience a “com­
pound” of small buildings huddled at the 
end of a long and dusty road. Hills - even 
mountains - abounded nearby and far on 
the horizon.

In the interminable moments that 
followed her remark, you could almost 
hear the hushed appraisal of those who 
listened and looked, saying, “Godfor­
saken.”

No, no, not Godforsaken, anything but 
GourorsaKen! God Dirtned that place, 
Mukoma, end of the line. True, it is miles 
and miles away from the main road. 
True, it is the last stop on that rocky trail 
of endless bumps, and devoid of modern 
“entertainment.”

And God planned the strategy for it, in­
cluding a group of people who would come 
there someday from a land called 
America, the USA. He put it in their 
hearts to count all as garbage except the 
love of Christ for all men, even those 
whom He placed in the same Mukoma.

He knew there will be Silas the pastor, 
and Marta, his wife, who would be a nurse 
at the small clinic that Christians would 
build there. He knew that Stan and 
Marlene Lee would come there someday 
(He also knew when that would be), and 
Bob and Alice Snyder - teaching and 
preaching and ministering through their 
giftedness.

And He knew there would be a nurse 
from Columbia, Tennessee.

I don’t suppose there was anything too 
different about Katrina Knox when she 
was growing up with her family on that 
Columbia farm. I don’t know that there 
was anything to mark her as distin­
guished or special.

But she was marked, marked for ser­
vice. She probably climbed trees and

11 Margaret Hutson dies
Margaret Hutson, the mother of James 

Hutson, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Rockwood and member of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Executive Board, died 
Sept. 24 at Harriman Hospital in Har­
riman. She was 90 years old.

The funeral was at First Baptist Church 
in Rockwood on Sept. 25 and burial was at 
Jacksboro Cemetery in Jacksboro or 
Sept. 26.

Memorial donations may be made to 
the church’s organ fund at First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 54, Rockwop^, TN 37854.

“My hope is the association will reaf­
firm its commitment to all its member 
churches, and reaffirm historic Baptist 
principles of the priesthood of the believer 
and the autonomy of every church to call 
whom they sense God has chosen for 
them.”

Tom Walsh, vice-chairman of deacons 
of Prescott Memorial Baptist Church, 
said, “We believe we’re a doctrinally 
sound church and we’d be glad to discuss 
that with anyone.”

On Sept. 22 Memphis female clergy 
released a statement supporting the 
church’s election of a woman pastor. - 
Connie Davis 

jumped rope and drank plenty of fresh 
milk and inhaled fresh air and sunshine.

She also got a headstart on what God in­
tended for her - by giving her heart to 
Jesus Christ. And He touched her.

Well, back to the slide show. It was 
Katrina who showed the slides. She was 
trying to tell the audience something 
about her life as a missionary to Rwan­
da. She could have used a half day 
because she really cares about those 
people.

She shared with the people that she was 
returning to Rwanda in just four days. 
“You know,” she sighed, “I am really 
eager to get back home.”

Home?, some of us probably thought. 
Home is 30 miles down the road in Colum­
bia. Incredulous to think, it was, that 
home could be a place where you have to 
struggle for enough water, where elec­
tricity is more than a luxury, it’s a rarity 
- where you are 27 hours away from 
family by air.

I don’t think that’s her idea of family or
home. You see, she, like most mis- Seminary in Louis- Northcott 
sionaries far away from “home,” are ville, Ky. He received the academic ex- 
more than content to love people who are cellence award in religion at Southern, 
dirty and smelly and hurting and Before beginning his ministry with the 
forgotten. s Jackson church this year, he was pastor

Katrina was there at Mukoma when I of First Baptist Church, Bradford. He 
was there in January. She was bright and served as an intern at Deer Park Baptist 
enthusiastic about the prospects of Church, and as chaplain at Memorial and 
ministry. She had intended to go to Hazelwood hospitals, in Louisville, Ky. He 
Rubura, Burundi, a place where they had has also been pastor of Pleasant Hill Bap- 
prayed for a nurse for seven years. She tist Church in Jackson, and Huron Baptist 
got sidetracked when the government Church in Huron.
closed the doors - but God sent her on to Northcott was an adjunct member of 
Mukoma. the faculty of Union University and has

She flipped another slide. The audience also served on the faculty of the seminary 
forgot about that dusty road. She talked extension program through the school. He 
about love and people and how good it was presently serves on the Ttennessee Baptist 
to be going home. Convention’s Executive Board.

IN SBC ACTION — Joe B. Warwick, layman from Knoxville, and Don Whitt, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Milan, Gibson County Association, took part in 
last week s Executive Committee meeting. They are two of Tennessee Baptists' 
five committee members.

DISCUSSING GAMBLING ISSUE — 
Gerald L. Stow, left, and Frank In­
graham, are two Williamson coun- 
tians who oppose pari-mutuel betting, 
an issue which may be put to vote 
soon. Stow is executive director of the
TBC Children's Homes, and In­
graham, who is coordinating the 
county effort, is an attorney and one 
of Tennessee Baptists' members of the 
SBC Executive Committee.

I Northcott writes 
lesson comments
William F. Northcott is writing the Life 

and Work Series commentary for the Bap­
tist and Reflector, beginning with this 
issue.

He serves as asso­
ciate pastor of West 
Jackson Baptist 
Church in Jackson.

A graduate of 
Union University in 
Jackson, Northcott 
earned graduate de­
grees from Southern 
Baptist Theological
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| Specialist analyzes church conflict
Foll^ing is the first in a series on 

church conflict. — Editor

By Jim Lowry
NASHVILLE (BP) - A Southern Bap­

tist church that avoids or ignores con­
gregational conflict is permitting a 
potential crisis of effectiveness to en­
croach on its fellowship, according to a 
church administrative specialist.

Change, which frequently results in 
conflict, is inevitable, said Joe Stacker, 
who believes nearly every conflict situa-

Tennessee/Venezuela 
prayer net partnership

—Pray for the missionary kids who have begun the school year. Some are
attending international school, others attend boarding school.

—Venezuelan home missionaries celebrating birthdays are: Eunice Moran 
on Oct. 4, and Enrique Montoya, Caroline Sanchez, and Joel Cruz all on Oct. 6.

—Pray for the 12 seminary faculty members who are preparing to teach the 
first full curriculum year. Work loads are increased due to the greater number 
of course offerings.

—Continue to pray for visas to allow new missionaries to work in Venezuela.

11 Workshops set
Adults wishing instruction for Royal 

Ambassador campcraft work may be 
trained at Camp Carson in Newport Oct. 
8-11 or 9-11 and at Camp Linden in Linden 
Oct. 22-25 or 23-25.

The Adult Campcraft Workshops will 
enable the participants to teach boys and 
adults campcraft skills and their biblical 
applications.

I Language leaders 
| set conference
The annual Language Leadership Con­

ference will be held Oct. 16-17 at Camp 
Linden in Linden and feature Oscar 
Romo, language missions division direc­
tor at the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board in Atlanta, and William Rutledge, 
immigration and refugees consultant for 
the language missions division, HMB. 
Persons involved in ministries for persons 
who speak other languages or working 
with them are invited to attend.

Other session leaders include James 
Rose, church media library department 
consultant at the Baptist Sunday School 
Board in Nashville; Elias Pantoja, na­
tional student ministries consultant at the 
BSSB; Don Mauldin, adult work director 
in the church training department, Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention in Brentwood; 
and J. C. Carpenter, missions department 
program associate, TBC.

Directing the conference is James Red­
ding, missions department program 
associate, TBC. Presiding at the sessions, 
which will begin Friday at noon and end 
Saturday after lunch, will be Fuad Shor- 
rosh, multi-ethnic catalytic missionary in 
Hamilton County Baptist Association; 
S. B. Park, pastor of the Korean Baptist 
Church of Memphis; and James Kellum 
Jr., missions program director of Shelby 
County Baptist Association.

The program will also include 
recreation.

Travel and conference expenses will be 
paid for participants. Persons should 
register by contacting the TBC missions 
department, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024.

tion is manageable.
Stacker, director of the church ad­

ministration department at the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, said 
substantive and interpersonal differences 
that result in congregational conflict are 
manageable if church members will deal 
with each other redemptively in the spirit 
of Christ.

“With tolerance and redemptive 
release of emotions, churches can get 
through situations which are potentially 
explosive,” Stacker noted. “Jesus con­
fronted conflict in the church, and we

on campcraft
Training for the basic and standard 

campcraft levels and a new offering, the 
American Red Cross course in multi­
media first aid and cardio-pulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR), will be held Oct. 9-11 
and Oct. 23-25 and cost $45 per person.

The advanced campcraft level and a 
new adventure recreation course, which 
is a unity, confidence, and trust building 
course using rope activities and initiative 
games, will meet Oct. 8-11 and Oct. 22-25 
and cost $60 per person.

The workshops begin with lunch and 
close following lunch on the last day.

Pre-registration is due Oct. 2 for the 
Camp Carson workshops and Oct. 9 for the 
Camp Linden workshops and can be made 
through the TBC Brotherhood depart­
ment, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024. 

PART OF 900 — Those receiving training as Sunday School general officers 
were a part of 900 persons that gathered at the Regional Sunday School Leader­
ship Training Conference at Central Baptist Church, Fountain City, in Knox­
ville Sept. 14-15. It was the fourth of the seven meetings held across the state 
anddffered 22 different areas of training.

can’t totally avoid it today.
“I think baptisms would double and 

missions giving increase significantly if 
churches would learn to deal with con­
flict,” he said.

“People need to get their eyes off 
themselves and start doing the Great 
Commission.

“Our churches spend too much time on 
non-biblical concerns,” he said.

‘ ‘They lose sight of their mission and ob­
jective while alienations break down the 
church family relationships.”

Almost any situation in a church, in­
cluding growth, can result in conflict, 
Stacker claimed. For instance some 
church members do not want their 
churches to grow because of the changes 
that certainly will occur in organization 
and relationships.

Major or minor incidents and events 
can cause conflict. The addition of staff 
members, budget difficulties, disciplinary 
words directed at the child of a member, 
the color of the carpet or just two people 
sharing the same space all can cause the 
spark that starts the fires of conflict, he 
noted.

How the conflict started, what caused 
it and how to manage it are key questions 
which can result in growth and new unity 
or a divided congregation and broken 
fellowship, Stacker said.

He identified three divisions into which 
conflict can be classified. First, intraper­
sonal conflict is inside a person. If ignored 
or mishandled, it eventually will spill out 
into the life of the church.

Second, interpersonal conflict is be­
tween two people, such as when they are 
more worried about who will get top­
billing for some project or event.

Third is substantive conflict. Stacker 
continued, which is a difference of opinion 
over ideas involving fqcts and values. 
Ironically, this is the easiest kind of con­
flict to solve, unless some interpersonal 
conflict develops out of the problem­
solving process. Sometimes what appears 
to be a conflict over a substantive matter 
is a smoke screen for some personality 
conflict between members, he said.

“The most dangerous way to deal with 
conflict is to ignore it,” Stacker said. 
“When you deny the reality of conflict, it 

generally deepens while going unresolved. 
Avoidance also is unacceptable.”

A more effective way to deal with con­
flict is to defuse it by honestly addressing 
the problem, making suggestions to peo­
ple who are involved and then waiting to 
see the reactions. Another method of deal­
ing with conflict is confrontation, where 
a person in a leadership role has enough 
influence to mandate a decision and 
negotiate a conclusion.

When conflict first appears, the pastor 
and other church leaders should research 
the problem to determine the issues and 
who is involved, he said.

“Three common ways to deal with con­
flict are fright, flight, and fight,” Stacker 
explained. “Many persons either freeze in 
fear or run away as quickly as possible. 
We need to take a stand and negotiate.

“Church leaders need to realize that 
conflict was no stranger to Christ,” he 
said. “We need to know how to manage 
conflict and live within the opportunities 
it brings. Successfully resolving con­
gregational conflict can teach tolerance, 
redemption, and release of emotion which 
could have exploded and injured many.”

Personal
Perspective
By Tom Madden
TBC Executive
Secretary-T reasurer

A few days ago we celebrated the 200th 
UJUuvciTMiry of Lite signing of the Cbristhu- 
tion of the United States. As I have 
reflected on that historic document 
several thoughts have come to me.

An initial observation is that, while we 
cherish the document, our freedoms will 
not continue automatically because they 
are beautifully written out on a parch­
ment. Our liberties must be protected and 
perpetuated forever by loyal Americans 
who understand the price paid for them 
initially and for the continuing sacrifices 
made over the two centuries.

Perhaps a word ought to be said about 
the Bible. While in the same sense we love 
God’s inspired Word, just to revere it isn’t 
enough. We need to know God’s Word, and 
then share its message with unsaved 
friends and our lost world.

I have thought too of how our new na­
tion could not be molded and fitted into the 
Old World framework of kings and monar: 
chies. We have to have freedoms and 
democracy and thus came a completely 
new document that could not be contained 
by the Old World concepts.

Our Lord said, “No man putteth a piece 
of new garment upon an old; if otherwise, 
then both the new maketh a rent” (Luke 
5:36). Neither could they put new wine in 
old wine skins. This also applies to the 
new life our Lord brought to us. It could 
not be fitted into the old skins of 
Pharisaism and legalism.

Nicodemus tried to do it and couldn’t. 
Our Lord said he had to be born again. 
Saul of Thrsus could not fit the Christian 
way of life into his old ways. It is no 
wonder he would later write that we are 
“new creatures in Christ Jesus.”

As we thank God for the Constitution 
and pledge to learn more of its meaning, 
let us also share the Christ who gives it 
meaning.

Write for information 
about the B & R 

60-day free trial offer!
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|| Thomas explains church concerns to IRS 
perfect compliance with the tax codes.

Also expressing concern on behalf of 
churches were Gary S. Nash, general 
counsel for the Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board and secretary of the Church 
Alliance, and Deirdre Halloran, associate 
general counsel for the United States 
Catholic Conference.

WASHINGTON (BP)- An initially 
hostile discussion of tax provisions 
relating to churches ended on a positive 
note during the first meeting of a newly 
created Internal Revenue Service ad­
visory panel on tax-exempt organizations.

Members of the Commissioner’s Ex­
empt Organizations Advisory Group 
began by criticizing Internal Revenue 
Code provisions that relate to churches. 
But after hearing concerns raised by a 
Southern Baptist church-state attorney, 
IRS Commissioner Lawrence Gibbs and 
other panel members indicated a desire 
to work with church representatives on 

CENTENNIAL BANNER — Recognizing 100 years of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's Woman's Missionary Union, a WMU centennial banner was presented 
to First Baptist Church, Crossville. The church celebrated its 75th anniversary 
on Aug. 16. Pictured are Bob Spears (left), associate pastor, Carl Yarnell Jr., 
pastor.

reconciling issues of mutual concern.
Drawing early criticism were provi­

sions that exempt churches from filing in­
formational tax returns and protect 
churches from intrusive tax audits. One 
member charged that the provision ex­
empting churches from filing information 
returns violates the First Amendment’s 
establishment clause, while another sug­
gested all churches should have to file an­
nual information returns.

An IRS official also criticized churches’ 
potential political involvement. He said 
since campaign contributions are not 
deductible but church contributions are. 

he is concerned churches could become a 
“national channel for channeling money 
into political campaigns.”

Discussion within the group also 
charged Congress with limiting IRS abili­
ty to investigate churches. IRS officials 
told the panel that without legislative 
changes, abuses of the tax law by church­
es would continue.

Following the initial round of discus­
sion, Oliver S. Thomas, general counsel 
for the Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, was given an opportunity to 
respond.

Thomas began by criticizing IRS failure 
to include even one church representative 
on the advisory group, which is made up 
of tax-law experts.

“I am both surprised and disappointed 
that no representative of churches is on 
this advisory committee insofar as church 
concerns are a major item on your agen­
da,” Thomas said. “I want you to know 
that churches are sensitive to the con­
cerns that have been expressed around 
the table. We recognize the government’s 
legitimate interest in preventing fraud, 
private inurement and other miscon­
duct.”

But Thomas cautioned the group 
against intruding into the internal finan­
cial affairs of churches.

“The First Amendment provides 
churches with protections against govern­
ment intrusion and entanglement that are 
not available to secular organizations,” 
he said. “Therefore, any change in ex­
isting law must be done carefully. We 
don’t want to move precipitously in an 
area of law that has been carefully 
crafted over several decades.”

Thomas told the committee that 
churches are concerned about public 
perception of misconduct by religious 
organizations. “Don’t confuse main­
stream religious America with what went 
on at the PTL Club,” he said. “The vast 
majority of religious organizations are in

Workshop to prepare leaders 
of drama/puppetry/clowning

A Drama/Puppetry/Clowning Festival 
Leadership Workshop to prepare directors 
and other adult leaders for the 1988 
festival will be held Oct. 24 at the Tennes­
see Baptist Conven­
tion Executive Board 
Building in Brent­
wood.

It will be led by Ev 
Robertson, drama 
specialist for the 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s church rec­
reation department. 
The workshop will be 
directed by Eleanor

TBC sets training 
for construction
A brick/block layers’ school for volun­

teer construction workers will be led by 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Brotherhood department Oct. 2-3 at Camp 
Linden in Linden.

The school will begin at 7 p.m. and con­
clude at 3:30 p.m., include two meals, and 
cost $10.

Persons may contact the TBC 
Brotherhood department, P.O. Box 728 
Brentwood, TN 37024, for more 
information.

“We want to be constructive, but we do 
not want to be looking in from the out­
side,” Thomas concluded. “We need to be 
involved in the process.”

Following Thomas’ remarks, Commis­
sioner Gibbs expressed his appreciation 
for the input and his desire for the IRS and 
the religious community to begin a “con­
structive dialogue” on issues of mutual 
concern. “I think we have ended on a very 
positive note,” Gibbs said.

Several advisory group members also 
expressed their support for involving 
churches in deliberations with the IRS.

Thomas told the panel: “We’ve done 
this kind of thing before. The process we 
went through in solving the integrated 
auxiliaries problem is an excellent model 
for an ongoing dialogue between the IRS 
and the religious community.”

After the meeting, Thomas sent a let­
ter to Robert Brauer, IRS assistant com­
missioner for employee plans and exempt 
organizations, suggesting the creation of 
a study group comprised of represen­
tatives from the IRS, Treasury Depart­
ment and churches to explore the various 
questions raised during the advisory 
group’s meeting.

Thomas told Baptist Press he is confi­
dent current law contains adequate 
safeguards to protect the general public 
from what he called charlatans.

“There are plenty of laws currently on 
the books prohibiting mail fraud, 
fradulent solicitation, the use of a tax- 
exempt organization for personal gain, 
and the like,” he said. “We don’t need to 
invite the IRS into church business 
meetings in order to solve the few prob­
lems that exist.”

Yarborough, program associate in the 
TBC media ministries department.

The program will include direction in 
script and performance material selec­
tion, preparation and design, rehearsals, 
and will feature performance demonstra­
tions.

The 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. meeting costs 
$25 per person and $20 per person if more 
than one from a church attends. Lunch 
and program materials will be provided.

Persons wishing to register should con­
tact TBC media ministries department, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024, by Oct. 
14.

Bishop accepts call 
to Signal Mountain
Jack C. Bishop Jr. recently accepted 

the call to the pastorate of Signal Moun­
tain Baptist Church in Chattanooga.

Bishop is a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, and holds a 
master of divinity and doctor of ministries 
degrees from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Wake Forest. 
N.C.

He previously served six years as 
associate pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Kingsport.
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Wanted: Moms and Dads for our Children
"I want a Daddy and a Mommy that 

I don't have to share with eight other 
kids." Such a statement is not 
uncommon among the children that we 
serve. This is why it is important to find 
good foster homes for these children. 
Yet, in the Middle and East Tennessee 
regions of our state, we have less than 
a dozen foster homes.

Paul reminded Timothy, "and that 
from a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus." II Tim. 3:15. Paul 
spoke to Timothy about his rich heritage 
in the faith. More especially, he spoke 
about his heritage in the scripture. It is 
obvious that Timothy had grown up in 
a godly home in the midst of Christian 
instruction. You could be the family that 

God would use to bring the same 
influence in the life of a boy or girl.

Frequently, we receive a call from the 
Department of Human Services 
requesting that a child be placed in foster 
care. All too often we have to say, 
"Sorry, we do not have a home 
available." When this happens, we feel 
a sense of loss because we miss the 
opportunity to have a spiritual ministry 
in the life of a child. By the willingness 
of those Baptist families who will open 
their heart and home to a child, what 
greater home missions can be rendered 
than this, to invest love, time and [ 
resources in the life of a child. The ! 
average length of care for all our children 
is 15 months. For some, the time could 
be much longer, for others, one or two 
months. But, what a joy to know that 

you used your influence to help a boy 
or girl through a rough time in his or 
her life.

Pharaoh's daughter said to Jochebed, 
"Take this child away and nurse it for 
me, and I will give thee thy wages." Ex. 
2:9. The great payday for foster Mothers 
and Dads will be the day when Jesus 
says, "Well done. . .as oft as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye did it unto me." To apply 
as a foster family, contact the campus 
nearest you. Investing your life, love 
and resources with a child or youth is 
an investment in eternity.

New TBCH Logo Reflects Loving Support Of Our Homes
| As the needs of today's children 
I ave changed, so have the many 

linistries of the Tennessee Baptist 
hildren's Homes. We are pleased

J > introduce a new logo which is 
| ?flective of our expanding works.
1 When this special agency of the 

ennessee * Baptist Convention 
zas founded in 1891, our primary 
urpose was to provide a home 
ar orphans. At that time, most 

i f our children were of preschool 
ge. Today, a majority of our 
hildren are adolescents who are 

i ot orphaned. Instead, they are 
m need of a stable home 
, nvironment because of any of a 
lumber of troubles in their own 
tomes. Sometimes their mother 
>r father is in jail, or has a drug 
>r alcohol dependency, or is 
>hysically abusive.

These children have special 
leeds which go far beyond the 
tecessary provisions of food, 
rlothes and shelter. We believe our 

Primary mission is to provide a 
oving, spiritual environment, 
fears of hurt and neglect require 
he patience and care that is 
ivailable only in a nurturing 

nome.
Since the children who come to 

as have such widely varied needs, 
we have created many different 
programs to serve them. Our 
infants and preschoolers receive 
zare in our foster homes. This is 
perhaps the greatest need in our 
ministry- for more Baptist families 
to open their homes to these needy 
children. We are very blessed by 
’he foster families who give so 
generously of their time and their 
ove, But, there are many, many

more children we have to turn 
away every week because we 
simply don't have the families to 
provide care.

Our school age children are 
placed in one of our group homes. 
Our main campuses in 
Chattanooga, Franklin and 
Memphis, and single homes in 
Burrville and Johnson City all 
provide care in a group home 
environment. Eight children live 
in each home cottage with their 
house parents. These small family 
units work much better than our 
former dormitory system, simply 
because we are able to more 

closely provide a family unit for 
each child.

However, with eight children in 
each home, it is understandably 
difficult for the house parents to 
always give the extra time and 
attention a child may need. For 
this reason, some of our older 
children are placed in our foster 
homes. The one-on-one attention 
is sometimes the extra edge that 
makes a real difference in a child's 
life.

We have also expanded our 
ministries to assist unwed 
mothers. It is of crucial importance 
that young women be provided an 

alternative to abortion. We offer 
care and support to women who 
wish to place their infants with 
Baptist families through the 
adoption branch of our agency, 
as well as to those who wish to 

keep their babies.
As you can see, our ministries 

today encompass so much more 
than simply providing room and 
board. For that reason, we are 
pleased to introduce our new logo- 
a symbol of the love that extends 
throughout all the work of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes. We love our children 
unconditionally, whatever their 
age or heritage or troubled past. 
It is our hope that whenever you 
again see our "scribbled" house 
and heart, that you'll be reminded 
of the children and the love that 
are the foundations of our work.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes

Chattanooga • Franklin 
Memphis • Johnson City 

Greeneville • Burrville
Nashville

Central Office
P.O. Box 728 

205 Franklin Road 
Brentwood, TN 37024 

1-800-624-8591

A ministry of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention
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BIBLE BOOK SERIES
Lesson for Oct. 4

God creates the world
UNIFORM LESSON SERIES S ■ - ==
Lesson for Oct. 4

Abraham's origin and call
By Marvin P. Nail, pastor 

Whitsitt Chapel Baptist Church, Nashville
By John N. Meadows, professor 

Union University, Jackson

Basic Passage: Genesis 1:1 to 2:3
Focal Passages: Genesis 1:1-3, 7-11, 25-27; 2:2-3

that point we can see all of the earth begin 
to appear as they had come to know it.

One of the great promises and attrac­
tions of the Christian faith is the oppor­
tunity to begin again. This lesson begins 
our trek through God’s Word as revealed 
in the Bible. Some 
weary of the jour­
ney. But those who 
continue to the end 
are always re­
warded in abundant 
measure.

One trip through 
the Bible is never 
enough. Each time 
we make our way 
through the Book, Nail 
we find new pockets of treasure which we 
didn’t notice before. It is truly a “perfect 
treasure” of wisdom from God.

In books like Genesis we find unex­
pected richness. It is a primitive story 
told in very simple language. But it is 
filled with profound insight into the begin­
nings of things.

God creates the universe
Almost every little child asks his 

parents, “Where did I come from?” That 
is when the parents’ first gray hair begins 
to appear. But that question is as old as 
mankind. We have always wondered 
about the origin of things.

The writer of Genesis wonders too, and 
God answers his question with Himself. 
The first verse of the Bible takes us to the 
source of it all. God was in the beginning 
before anything else was. Being alone and 
being all powerful, God created all things.

For some reason there are those who 
want to believe that the writer skips 
millions of years in this story. Some have 
indicated that during those missing years, 
the age of the dinosaurs and other 
creatures played out their span. It seems 
that they gather that the “formless void” 
must have been something else before 
then.

However one may interpret the first two 
verses, the teaching of Scripture is that 
God started with nothing but Himself. Into 
that void He cast light.

I am convinced that there was more to 
that light than something like sunlight for 
it had not yet been created. I prefer to 
think of it as the light of God’s revelation. 
Indeed, everything God has ever done has 
been a revelation of Himself. Where He 
reveals Himself it is truly day and where 
there is no revelation from God is more 
surely night.

The firmament or “expanse” which 
God creates next is what we call the at­
mosphere. In former days, mankind un­
derstood that the earth was more or less 
flat with water underneath (so they could 
did wells) and water above the sky (so 
that rain could fall when God opened the 
windows of heaven). The firmament, our 
atmosphere, kept the water off. From
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God creates life within the universe
Once the earth and sky are in place, 

God begins to make preparation for life 
on the earth. He does this, first of all. by 
causing all sorts of plant life to grow. 
These plants had within themselves the 
power to reproduce.

But even plants cannot live without 
light. So God places the sun, moon, and 
stars in the sky to cause the plants to be 
able to grow.

Next He fills the sky and seas with 
creatures. Then God moves on to create 
the creatures that move about on the land. 
These forms of living things are given the 
power to carry on life also.

God puts mankind into the created order
Like a father getting a new home ready 

for his family, God lovingly crafts the 
earth and all the universe. After every­
thing else is prepared, God comes to the 
crown of His creation who will make the 
earth his abode and place of dominion.

Only this portion of God’s created order 
is created in the image of the Creator. 
Whatever being created in the image 
of God means, it surely doesn’t mean 
that He looks like us. Surely it means that 
there is something about our nature 
that is like His.

We have been “fearfully and wonderful­
ly made.” Unlike the other forms of life 
who must go through their seasons and 
act on instinct alone, mankind is given the 
ability to reason and make decisions. We 
sometimes refer to this as having the 
freedom of choice.

After creating mankind (notice that He 
creates man as male and female) God 
gives them their orders. We often refer to 
the closing words of Jesus in the Gospel 
of Matthew as the Great Commission. But 
verses 28-30 also contain a great commis­
sion.

God commissions the first of mankind 
upon the earth to produce after their kind. 
He also tells them to take charge of the 
things of the earth. He concludes by tell­
ing them that He has given them all they 
need for the task. His command reminds 
us a great deal of the Great Commission.

God pronounces the goodness 
of His creation

God’s acts of creation are divided into 
six periods which are called days. At the 
completion of three of those days of work, 
God pronounces that what He has done is 
good. At the end of His work He declares 
that it is all “very good.” Everything that 
God does is good.

When God declares that something is 
good it seems to indicate that it is doing 
what God put it here to do. That might be 
a lesson to us. We cannot be righteous or 
good unless we are busy doing what God 
put us here to do and be.

After God completes this phase of His 
work He rests. For the Israelites and for 
the Christians this is the motive for our 
own “sabbaths.” We sanctify one day 
each week as holy unto God.

NEEDED
Stockton Valley Baptist Church is interested in purchas­
ing a used organ — a large electric theatre-type organ, 
3 manual 1 octave foot peddles. Please contact:

Mrs. Gene Stafford 
Rt. 1, Stockton Valley Rd. 

Loudon, Tn. 37774 
Phone: 615/458-3922

Basic Passage: Genesis 11:27 to 12:9
Focal Passage: Genesis 11:31 to 12:9

What a breath of fresh air this week’s 
lesson is! After reading of the debacle at 
Babel one doubts that man will ever fulfill 
the original intent of God. But then there 
is Abraham! Through 
him God initiates a 
bold plan of redemp­
tion that eventually 
culminates in the 
coming of the second 
Adam to reverse the 
curse brought on by 
the first Adam.

A study of the life 
of his patriarch tells 
us why he was called Meadows 
the Lord’s “friend” (Isaiah 41:8); why he 
was given prominence in the roll call of 
the faithful (Hebrews 11); and why he was 
revered by the Savior (e.g., John 8:52ff).

The call
It is not necessary that we understand 

the precise means by which the Lord 
“called” Abraham, but there is no doubt 
that the Lord spoke and that Abraham 
heard. A skeptic once railed at a new 
pastor, “What’s this ‘call’ business? Did 
you hear a voice out of the sky?” The 
pastor replied, “No, my. ears heard 
nothing - but my heart did!”

What called Abraham’s heart away 
from the idolatrous culture of which he 
was a part (Joshua 24:2)? In addition to 
the call itself, the death of Haran may 
have been a sobering event wherein the 
Lord reminded Abraham and Derail, his 
father, that they had departed from the 
faith of their fathers (11:28). Also, the 
migration of multitudes of people from 
southern Mesopotamia in that time may 
have been another factor in Abraham’s 
decision to leave. In other words, God 
worked in history to move Abraham 
toward the land of Canaan.

Why did Abraham heed the call? Was 
motive a factor? Did Abraham obey the 
call in order to have a great name and be 
a great nation? Or did he follow because 
he wanted to be a blessing to the world? 
Abraham obeyed the Lord in order to 
achieve all three “I will” parts of the pro­
mise (12:2,3), but the overall manner of 
his life thereafter indicates that trusting 
service was the governing reason in his 
decision.

Clyde T. Francisco once said, “God is 
concerned about why we do what we do. 
You may not go to jail for what you’re 
thinking, but you could go to hell for it!” 
Ambition is not necessarily wrong; it is 
what we do with it that makes a dif­
ference. Do we want to be “godlike” or 
“like gods”?

The cost of the call
Following the Lord costs the follower. 

Abraham’s reward would be great — but 
only after surrender. In fact, he sur­
rendered for the rest of his life! He was 
wealthy in Ur and later in Haran, but he 
was not in the will of God until he burned 
his bridges behind him, leaving his fami­
ly and a comfortable life to sojourn amid 
the uncertainties of Canaan. God might 
have called others, but only Abraham 
obeyed.

We can empathize with Abraham — sur-
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render is no easy thing. Leaving every­
thing to go to a place one has never seen 
could be considered “downright ridicu­
lous.” Abraham had to give up country 
and kindred. Such is faith’s unrelenting 
demand: give up that to which you cling 
for that which is yet to be, give up your 
known for the Lord’s unknown. An 
evangelist once stopped the invitation 
hymn, “I Surrender All,” and com­
mented: “This hymn bothers me because 
I can only sing ‘I Want to Surrender All.’ ” 
Did he speak only for himself?

The purpose of the call
Why did God begin a new nation with 

Abraham? The answer is that through 
Abraham and his “sons” the fallen earth 
would learn something it could never 
realize on its own: the true nature of God. 
“General revelation” is a term used to 
describe those things about God that can 
be discerned by a reasoned consideration 
of the created world, that which we 
“ought” to know (Romans 1:20). “Special 
revelation,” however, denotes that which 
we would never know about God without 
His specific revelation to us. What 
Abraham’s world knew was not enough. 
With Abraham, God began to create a 
people through whom He would reveal 
Himself in a special way - a redeeming 
way.

Abel, Enoch, and Noah had worshiped 
the Lord, but none of them had been the 
beginning point of God’s assault on evil. 
God had worked with them as individuals. . 
With Abraham, God worked on behalf of | 
the world (12:3). It is significant that 
when Abraham arrived in Canaan he built 
an altar at the oak of Moreh (12:7). The 
place was most likely a Canaanite 
“sacred place,” but Abraham’s altar 
pointed to the true and living God the Ca- * 
naanites needed to know.

“Sons of Abraham” are found today 
among the families of the earth, 
multitudes who know the grace of God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
called out, like Abraham, to be a blessing 
to the earth. Abraham’s tent and altar are 
symbols of the lifestyle of this “new peo­
ple of God.” The tent says we are so­
journers here and not too closely attached 
to this world; the altar says that wherever 
we dwell we want God to “pitch His tent” 
with us. And he does (John 1:14)!

Belmont notes 
top enrollment

NASHVILLE — Belmont College’s 
enrollment has reached a record high of 
2,677 students, up 13.2 percent over last 
year.

A total of 2,555 undergraduate students ’ 
are attending Belmont this fall. Of the 122 
graduate students enrolled this year, 97 
are taking classes in the Jack C. Massey 
Graduate School of Business and 25 are 
participating in the new master’s in 
education program.

President William E. Troutt said much 
of Belmont’s success has come from the 
support of Tennessee Baptists. “I’m 
especially grateful to the pastors for 
recommending so many fine people to us,” 
he said.

Although 66 percent of Belmont’s 
undergraduate students are from Ten­
nessee, the college has students from 46 
states.
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life and work lesson series
Lesson for Oct. 4

[ Believing in Jesus Christ
By William F. Northcott, associate pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson
Basic Passages: Galatians 1:1-24; 2:15-21 
Focal Passages: Galatians 1:4-7; 2:15-21

ry. ‘ The lesson today is the first in a series 
Jen of 13 based on Paul’s letters to the Gala- 
on. tians and Philippians.
fry The gospel of salvation (Galatians 1:4-5)

In a world charac- 
terized by global 
tensions, insatiable 
greed, unbridled lust, 

on wanton materialism, 
& and escalating anxi- 
se ety, the Bible clear- 
” ly brings good news.

Paul declares that 
Jesus, according to 

$ the will of God, gave 
$ Himself that we Northcott 
$ might be delivered from the destructive 
T and evil forces of worldly structures and 
। powers.
o Ralph Waldo Emerson says that things 
a. are in the saddle and ride mankind. Our 
i J world is upside down. We are possessed 
»] instead of possessors. We are greedy. We 

are afraid. We are worried. God deliver 
us! According to Paul, that is possible 
through faith in Christ. When Christ really 

: gets inside of us, our perspective is 
transformed. We are delivered from 
worldliness. We live in a new sphere. The 
old address is self-centeredness. The new 
address is Christ-centeredness. But let us 

! beware because “in this present evil 
| world” the love of God is often crucified. 
| Paul concludes his greeting with an 
ascription of glory to the Father. We are 
not surprised. After all. Paul is a 
beneficiary of Christ’s liberating power.

The threat counterfeit faith 
(Galatians 1:6-7)

The epistle to the Galatians is written 
n the heat of battle. False teachers, 

। mown as Judaizers, had begun to preach 
•another gospel which is really not the 
gospel at all (1:6-7). The issue revolved 
around the scope of the gospel (good 

news). For whom is the gift of salvation 
.intended? According to the Judaizers, 
Christianity is an extension of Judaism. 

’ Jesus, they maintained, is the Messiah of 
:he Jewish people. It follows logically, 
•hat before a person can become a disci­
ple of Christ, that person must first be or 
become a Jew. Paul sees this view as an 
intenable and irreconcilable marriage of 

law and grace, and he will not have it. For 
Paul, the gospel is for everyone, and 
salvation depends upon the grace of God 
and the exercise of the individual’s faith 
in Christ, irrespective of race or creed.

A key word in Paul’s theological 
vocabulary is grace. The word has been 
defined in many ways, but perhaps the 
best definition is that grace is something 
we need but do not deserve. The sinner 
needs but has done nothing and can do 
nothing to deserve the love, forgiveness, 
and acceptance of God. In Christ, God’s 
greatest gift, the sinner is given the 
privilege and opportunity of experiencing 
a qualitatively different life. Saul of Tar­
sus experienced this revolutionary truth 
on the Damascus road. In that crucial 
event, Saul is transformed into Paul. He 
speaks and writes from the base of his 
own experience. He knows but one gospel 
and it is the gospel of grace.

The futility of legalism 
(Galatians 2:15-19)

In these final verses of the focal 
passage, Paul develops the theme of the 
letter - salvation by grace through faith 
alone. Paul’s basic argument is that the 
Jews are just as much in need of salva­
tion as are the Gentiles. Paul tried the 
way of legalism and found it lacking. If 
it could not save him. it could not save 
them.

Verse 16 is the first appearance of the 
word “justified,” another term Paul uses 
to refer to the experience of salvation. The 
word means that a person is “put right”
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with God, and in Paul’s view, there is only 
one way that can happen - through faith 
in Christ.

After all is said and done, there are only 
two kinds of religion. They have been apt­
ly called “a do religion” and “a done 
religion.” Some people, like the 
Judaizers, are inclined to add conditions 
and stipulations to the gospel (v. 16). “Do 
that or don’t do this,” they pontificate. Ob­
viously, actions are important, but they 
are important as the “fruit” of salvation 
and not the “root” of salvation. Any ap­
proach to “a do religion” will eventuate 
in futility.

Christianity is “a done religion.” Christ 
has done everything necessary for the 
redemption of the lost person. It only re­
mains for the lost person to exercise faith 
in Christ. Care must be taken, however, 
so as not to minimize the importance of 
Christian actions and attitudes. There is 
an inextricable relationship between “be­
ing” and “doing.” Jesus recognizes this 
when He talks about trees and the kind of 
fruit they bear. The word “faith” refers 
to a response of the total person to Christ.
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It is the willingness to stake one’s life on 
the truth of Christ. It involves the head, 
the heart, the hands, and every other fiber 
of our being.

Verses 17 and 18 continue the theme of 
the futility of legalism. While these verses 
are not easy to interpret, they should like­
ly be understood as an effort by Paul to 
underscore the absurdity of the idea that 
Jews are made sinners because of Christ. 
The truth is that the impotence of the law 
to save focuses both the sinful condition 
of certain Jews and the power of Jesus to 
do what the law cannot. In verse 18 Paul 
expresses his incredulity that persons 
who experience salvation by grace can 
ever return to the way of legalism. In 
Paul’s experience, the way of legalism is 
a dead-end street (v. 19).

The way of Christ, on the other hand, is 
the way to freedom and eternal life. Paul 
walked both roads, and as one commen­
tator put it, “the way of legalism left him 
knowing how far he was from God. The 
way of grace brought him to oneness with 
the loving Father.”

■...-... ..........-. -..==«
Rucker Baptist Church 

i Rucker Rd., Murfreesboro 
invites all former pastors 
and members to attend a

HOMECOMING
on October 11, 1987

at 12:00 Noon
Rev. Leonard Nabors, pastor

■ ...................—..................... ■■■.7—^

I
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VICE PRESIDENT 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 
Southern Baptist College 

Southern Baptist College is a developing liberal arts, co­
educational, Christian college in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas. 
Reporting to the President, the Vice President for Development 
will have responsibility for planning and implementing the an­
nual, capital and deferred giving programs.
The position is available immediately. Candidates should sub­
mit a complete resume including salary requirements and 
references by October 20 to:

Dr. D. Jack Nicholas, President 
Southern Baptist College 

Box 456 
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476

Name ____________________________ _______________ ■

Address ________________________ ______________ _______

City State_______ _ Zip

O I would like information about placing my investment in an IRA account.
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Associational meetings to involve members
Pressing crowds, a blitz of media 

coverage, bright spotlights - the very 
nature of the Southern Baptist Convention 
brings a certain electricity and vibrancy. 
A little less glamourous, perhaps, but no 
less significant are the annual meetings 
of Southern Baptists’ 1,200 associations.

Gavels all across the country will bring 
these associational meetings into session 
this fall, signaling the beginning of in­
volvement for countless Southern Baptist 
church members. More Southern Baptists 
will become denominational decision­
makers at associational annual meetings 
this year than at even the largest 
Southern Baptist Conventions in history. 
Business at annual meetings ranges from 
electing associational officers to approv­
ing associational budgets to bringing new 
churches into the associational fellow­
ship.

One key person helping to keep these 
meetings on course is the associational 
moderator. According to J. C. Bradley, 
director of the Home Mission Board’s 
Associational Administration Depart­
ment, an associational moderator fulfills 
two primary purposes. First, the 
moderator presides over the associational 
annual meeting and other called associa­
tional meetings. Second, the moderator 
encourages fellowship and mutual care 
among the association’s member church­
es. A Baptist association has been 
described as a “family of churches.” The 
moderator’s role is to encourage this 
“family” spirit of unity.

With one elected in each association, 
moderators are men and women of all 
ages and backgrounds. One person cur­
rently serving as an associational 
moderator is no newcomer to denomina­
tional life. He has served as a college 
professor; a state paper editor; a state 
convention leader in Sunday School, 
church training, and Brotherhood; a 
denominational researcher and statisti­
cian with the Sunday School Board. Most 
recently, he has served as executive 
secretary of the Executive Committee of

Belmont week 
draws Iones

Peter Rhea Jones, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church in Decatur, Ga., reminded 
students of their blessedness during Bel­
mont College’s Spiritual Emphasis Week 
Sept. 2-4.

Jones used three of the Beatitudes to 
show students how they are blessed by 
God. “Christians are the people of the 
blessing,” he told an overflowing crowd in 
Belmont’s Massey Auditorium. “We need 
to feel this blessing in order to become all 
that we can become,” Jones said.

He quoted Matthew 5:5, in which Christ 
said, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth,” to show students of one 
of their blessings. “Meek does not mean 
a coward,” Jones said. He said people 
should “strive to be as meek as Moses,” 
and that the blessings would fall on those 
who are gentle and humble.

“The meek are those who have sur­
rendered their lives to God, and they are 
blessed,” Jones said.

He also reminded students of the bless­
ings placed on the “pure at heart.” Jones 
said to be pure at heart is to be “single- 
minded” in dedication to Christ. “If you 
are pure at heart, the promise is that you 
will see God.” He told them also that God 
blesses those who work for peace. 

the Southern Baptist Convention.
He is Porter Routh of Nashville. He is 

currently retired. He is still busy.
After serving with the denomination 

professionally for about 40 years, Routh 
is committed more than ever to the Bap­
tist association - the “grassroots of 
Southern Baptist life,” as he describes it.

Thus, when he retired in 1979, it was 
only natural for Routh to “do what I real­
ly wanted to do.” He became more in­
volved as a volunteer in First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, and his home associa­
tion, Nashville. Nashville association is 
composed of 30 churches and missions 
with 95,000 Southern Baptists. It covers six 
geographical counties.

Couple addi 
of frantic me

By Terri Lackey
RIDGECREST, N.C. - Single adults 

who discover themselves in that status 
after divorce or death of a mate should not 
desperately campaign to find another 
mate, but should let it occur naturally, a 
married-again couple leading a seminar 
here said.

“Don’t be desperate. Obsession is 
wrong. With obsession goes good judg­
ment, with good judgment goes good 
morals, with good morals goes self- 
respect, and without self-respect, self- 
esteem goes by the wayside,” said Dianne 
Swaim, who with her husband, Gordon, 
led a dating and relating conference at the 
National Single Adult Labor Day Con­
ference held at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist 
Conference Center Sept. 4-7.

Dianne Swaim is a single adult special 
consultant at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Little Rock, Ark. Dianne and Gordon mar­
ried (each for the second time) about a 
year and a half ago after they met when 
he visited the church where she was work­
ing, she said.

“You need to be happy as single adults 
before you can be happy as married 
adults,” said Dianne Swaim.

About 14 percent of the 65-million single 
adults in America say they are happy with 
their single life, but 86 percent “think of 
getting married again sometime,” she 
said.

||C-Ns K. Coffey 
I to attend meeting

JEFFERSON CITY - Carson-Newman 
College Professor Kitty R. Coffey will be 
one of two delegates representing Ten­
nessee at the 51st annual meeting of the 
House of Delegates of the American 
Dietetic Association (ADA) in Atlanta, 
Ga.

The meeting will be held Oct. 15-18 
followed by the 70th annual meeting of the 
ADA Oct. 19-23. Coffey currently serves as 
a member of the ADA bylaw committee 
and was recently appointed chairman of 
the ADA position and policy development 
committee.

Coffey, coordinator of the college’s 
department of home economics, directs 
the ADA program for students pursuing 
academic requirements to become 
registered dieticians.

An organization composed of 56,000 
dieticians and nutritionists, the ADA 
seeks to promote optimal health for the 
population through quality dietetic prac­
tice, education, and research.

Director of missions for the Nashville 
Baptist Association, Carl Duck, says it is 
a “great honor” to have Routh serve as 
a volunteer in the association. Duck con­
tinues, “Porter Routh’s wealth of ex­
perience, his knowledge of Baptist life, his 
commitment to the Lord, to the church, 
and to the association is an inspiration and 
a challenge.”

This is the first time in more than 50 
years that the moderator of the Nashville 
Baptist Association has been a layperson. 
Because of this distinction, Routh is com­
mitted, in his role as moderator, to en­
couraging more laypeople to become 
involved in associational missions. Good 
lay representation in the annual meeting 
can be built upon to create greater par- 

esses pitfalls 
tte searching

Before one can remarry, he or she must 
date, according to Dianne Swaim, who 
said, “Dating is really different the sec­
ond time around than when you were a 
teen-ager.”

“You have to kiss a lot of toads before 
you meet your prince,” Gordon Swaim 
said. He said in dating relationships it is 
common for one person to like the other 
more, and that, in turn, can result in the 
one who as less committed ending the 
relationship.

When a relationship must end, “don’t 
take it so very personally,” Dianne Swaim 
said. “Let there be grace if you are the one 
who ends it and dignity if you are the one 
who doesn’t want it to end.”

After the death of a spouse or the 
breakup of a marriage by divorce, she 
said the new single “must take an inner 
and outer look at him or herself.”

She said a person must take a look at 
their bodies, their mind - “to see if it has 
gotten stale in marriage” - and most im­
portantly, one must take inventory of his 
or her spiritual life.

“You are on dangerous territory if you 
begin dating without a strong relationship 
with God,” she said.

Gordon Swaim said singles shouldn’t 
rule out a person as a possible lifetime 
partner just because the relationship 
doesn’t click on the first date.

“It doesn’t always happen the first time 
out. Sometimes the emotion doesn’t come 
until after the fourth or fifth date,” he said, 
explaining that is how it happened with 
Dianne and him.

Dianne Swaim said singles should have 
a general idea of what they are looking for 
in a mate before they start dating.

The Swaims listed some general 
characteristics of a mate which all Chris­
tian singles should look for, including a 
good communicator, a Christian, a person 
who is honest, open, responsible, and has 
good self-esteem.

“A good mate is worth waiting for and 
praying for, even if he or she does not fit 
the mold you at first expected,” she said.

More than 3,100 single adults packed the 
Ridgecrect conference center during 
Labor Day weekend where seminars and 
worship services were so crowded folding 
chairs had to be set up to accommodate 
the group. About 2,200 registered for the 
simultaneous conference at Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference Center.

The combined number which registered 
at both conferences was a record, accord­
ing to consultants in the single adult sec­
tion of the Nashville-based Baptist Sunday 
School Board family ministry depart­
ment, the sponsors of the annual event. 

ticipation in the association’s day-to-day 
life, Routh believes.

According to Duck, “I hope other 
laypeople will take a cue from Porter 
Routh and see that involvement in the 
association extends one’s influence and 
ministry beyond the local church. As 
laypeople become involved in the associa­
tion, it’s good not only for them, but also 
for the churches and certainly for the 
association.”

Associational annual meetings are the 
time at which associational leaders may 
be most visible, but these leaders, and 
other associational volunteers as well, are 
busy year-round. According to Robert 
Wiley, director of the Home Mission 
Board’s Associational Missions Division, 
“The annual meeting is a great time for 
laypeople to learn more about their 
association, to participate in some 
strategic decision-making, and to commit 
themselves to be involved in the associa­
tion the rest of the year. I’m planning on 
being at my associational annual meeting 
this year. I wouldn’t miss it!”

SBTS gets 
rare Bible

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) - While a stu­
dent at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ralph Winders paid a dollar for 
a copy of the Hebrew Bible, picking out 
the oldest-looking book he could find in a 
box of used Bibles outside a professor’s 
office.

Fifty years later, the Mississippi Bap­
tist minister has returned the Bible to the 
seminary as a treasured relic.

Published in 1521 in Venice, Italy, the 
complete Hebrew Bible predates the 
1524-25 edition which became the “textus 
receptus,” the authoritative Hebrew text 
for most English translations, including 
the King James Version. The Bible is the 
second published by Daniel Bomberg. 
Two Orthodox Jews, the sons of Baruch 
Adelkind, edited the text.

As a student, Winders did not know any 
of that when he browsed through a box of 
used Bibles outside the office of Hebrew 
Professor Kyle Yates. Yates frequently 
ordered Bibles from a Chicago bookstore 
to provide inexpensive copies of the Scrip­
tures for his students.

Winders, who already had bought his 
Hebrew Bible a year earlier, “just took a 
dollar to buy the oldest-looking book I had 
ever seen.”

The Bible remained an unidentified 
treasure until Winders contacted Southern 
seminary Old Testament Professor Page 
H. Kelley about two years ago. Kelley, 
with the aid of the American Bible Socie­
ty, traced the origin of the Bible and then 
encouraged Winders to donate it to the 
seminary because of its value for research 
and teaching.

At the seminary’s convocation opening 
the fall semester, Winders and his wife, 
Ginny, presented the 466-year-old Bible to 
the seminary in honor of Yates, who 
taught at the school from 1922-1942.

A 1939 graduate of the Louisville, Ky., 
seminary, Winders now is a part-time 
chaplain at Mississippi Baptist Medical 
Center in Jackson, where he and his wife 
are members of Colonial Heights Baptist 
Church.

Winders’ Bible, one of only six known 
copies of the 1521 version in the United 
States, will be housed in the rare-book sec­
tion of the seminary’s library, building on 
the James H. Haldman Collection of 200 
rare Bibles donated to the seminary in 
1981.


