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■ this week's 
__________ news

global:_____________ i
■ Hamburg Agreement 

details future relationship 
between FMB and EBF. —
See page 2

national:

■ Baptist volunteers continue 
relief efforts in Hawaii. —
See page 10

■ Southeastern trustees have 
quiet meeting; Patterson in­
augurated — See page 8

■ Congress prevents spread 
of state-sponsored gam­
bling. — See page 5

■ HMB trustees approve $86 
million budget for 1993. — 
See page 3

state:

■ Family crisis leads pastor's 
wife to new ministry in Oak 
Ridge. — See page 6

■ Pastors to be given preview 
of January Bible Study at 
Carson-Newman College.
— See Page 3
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FMB okays new budget, 
still seeking president
By Bob Stanley 
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND - The search for 
a new president for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
continued even as trustees and 
staff paid tribute Oct. 12-14 to 
their retiring president, R. Keith 
Parks.

Trustee Leon Hyatt of Louisiana, 
vice chairman of the presidential 
search committee, presided as the 
group met Oct. 13 in Richmond. 
He told trustees at their business 
session the next day the commit­
tee is still “praying” and “prob­
ing” to find God’s man for the 
presidency. Committee chairman 
Joel Gregory, who recently re­
signed as pastor of First Church, 
Dallas, did not attend the meet­
ing.

Hyatt criticized an Associated 
Baptist Press story that reported 
the committee had narrowed its 
search down to two men: FMB in­
terim president-elect Don Kam- 
merdiener and Sunday School 
Board administrator Avery' Willis, 
a former missionary to Indonesia. 
He described the ABP account as 
“inaccurate.”

After the meeting Hyatt de­
clined to elaborate on the par­
ticulars of the ABP story, but said 
the committee still has no firm 
date for completing its search. He

Southern president announces plans to retire
By David R. Wilkinson 
For Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE - Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary Presi­
dent Roy L. Honeycutt told the 
school's trustees Oct. 12 he will 
retire at the end of 1993.

The surprise announcement 
stunned trustees and a gallery of 
faculty, staff, and students at the 
opening session of the board’s 
semiannual meeting on campus.

Honeycutt, who turns 66 later 
this month, previously had de­
clared his intention to serve until 
age 70. But he told trustees he 
recently “became convinced that 
at this juncture in our covenant 
life an orderly transition in the 
presidency would contribute 
positively to the seminary’s mis­
sion.”

He said he will retire effective 
Dec. 31, 1993.

Elected in 1982, Honeycutt has 
presided over Southern Baptists’ 
oldest seminary during a stormy 
decade of denominational con­
flict. Although he is widely 
credited with steering the semi­
nary clear of a major crisis, ten­
sions have been high in recent 
years as “conservative” trustees 
solidified control of the board. In 

also declined to confirm that 
Gregory himself is not a can­
didate, as ABP reported. “But 
that’s not intended to say he will 
be” Hyatt quickly added.

Some trustees expressed anger 
that ABP’s quoting of anonymous 
committee sources had com­
promised the integrity of the com­
mittee. One said the committee is 
still considering multiple can­
didates and likely is months away 
from a final selection.

Greg Warner, ABP executive 
editor, defended use of unnamed 
sources as “indispensable to in­
vestigative journalism.” The 
sources were search committee 
members, he added. But he said 
ABP is anxious to correct the 
alleged inaccuracies if Hyatt or 
others on the committee will iden­
tify which statements are inac­
curate.

In other actions, trustees:
■ Ratified the “Hamburg 

Agreement” for future work with 
European Baptists, which was 
drawn up by FMB representatives 
and European Baptist leaders in 
September.

■ Approved a 1993 budget of 
$183.8 million, less than one tenth 
of a percent increase over this 
year’s total.

■ Accepted the resignation of 
eight more European missionary' 
couples, including Paul Thibodeaux, 

a “covenant” approved in 1991, 
faculty and trustees agreed to fill 
future faculty positions with “con­
servative evangelical scholars” in 
order to move the seminary in a 
more “conservative” direction.

Despite the tensions, Honeycutt 
stressed his decision to retire 
grew solely out of a "commitment 
to the best interests of Southern 
Seminary.”

“The singular nature of my 
decision is important for friends 
and all who love Southern 
Seminary to hear clearly,” he 
said. “No member of the board of 
trustees knew I was considering 
retirement, nor did any trustee 
suggest or imply such action.”

Honeycutt said the decision 
“came at my initiative and only 
after most serious reflection and 
prayer. My conviction of God’s 
leadership remains as firm in my 
retirement as does my belief in his 
providence which brought me to 
the presidency.”

Although he had heart bypass 
surgery in 1990, Honeycutt said he 
continues to feel well and health 
considerations were not a signifi­
cant factor in his decision.

In a prayer following the an­
nouncement, trustee chairman 
Wayne Allen said he received the
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sions, interim director of missions and evangelist, Dickson; Billy Bateman, 
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associate to the area director for 
eastern Europe, and his wife, 
Margie. Four of the couples said 
they could not continue working 
with a board they claim has de­
parted from Southern Baptists’ 
traditional indigenous approach 
to missions - a charge trustees 
deny.

■ Shored up its European staff 
by transferring Jack Shelby and 
his wife, Avah, from Cooperative 
Services International to help co­
ordinate volunteer work in 
eastern Europe Shelby has been 
a field director of the Southern 
Baptist aid organization, operat­
ing out of Hong Kong.

■ Appointed 41 to its missions 
force and reappointed two to bring 

news with sadness but also with 
gratitude for Honeycutt’s “spirit 
of self-sacrifice and total commit­
ment” to the seminary.

“It’s hard for me to imagine 
anyone who can give the kind of 
leadership Roy Honeycutt has 
given to this seminary.” he told 
trustees.

Allen, pastor of Briarwood 
Church, Memphis, then briefed 
trustees on presidential search 
guidelines and announced the ap­
pointment of a search committee. 
The seven members are board of­
ficers Allen ; vice chairman Larry 
Adams, administrator of the Bap­
tist Retirement Center in Ok­

Convention services added
Messengers and visitors to 

the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion sessions in Gatlinburg 
Nov. 17-18 will have an easy 
time getting around the city.

City officials have arranged 
for trolley service to begin at 
8:30 each morning and con­
tinue to 9:30 p.m. The cost for 
trolley service is 25 cents and 
the route will include the full 
circuit of Gatlinburg - as far 
as the City Hall parking lot on 

the current total to 3918 mis­
sionaries in 126 countries.

■ Honored 75 retiring mis­
sionaries with a cumulative total 
of 2184 years of service in 35 coun­
tries.

But the focus of much of the 
meeting was Keith Parks, who 
will retire as president at the end 
of October. In report after report, 
staff members reported statistics 
and accomplishments of Parks' 
almost-13 year tenure.

Harlan Spurgeon, vice presi­
dent for mission personnel, said 
4866 people have been appointed 
or employed for overseas service 
since Parks became president in 
1980. This is 42 percent of all the 
— FMB okays, page 2 

lahoma City; and second vice 
chairman Charles Q. Carter, 
pastor of First Church, Jonesboro. 
Ga.; Richard White, pastor. First 
Church. Franklin, and chairman 
of the board's academic personnel 
committee; and three laymen. 
Neal Gresham, a retired General 
Motors executive from Wing. 
Ala.; Carroll Karkalits, dean of 
the college of engineering and 
technology at McNeese State 
University, Lake Charles. La., 
and P. A. Stevens, a fire protection 
contractor from Louisville, Ky.

Adams, Carter, and White are 
Southern Seminary’ graduates. C 

the east to the first traffic light 
on the north side.

Trolley service also will be 
provided for the Monday 
meetings.

Two interpreters to hearing 
impaired messengers will be 
provided. Theola Renshaw and 
Patricia Faulkner assist with 
the ministry at First Church. 
Sevierville. A special section of 
seating will be reserved.
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FMB okays new budget;
— Continued from page 1 
missionaries ever appointed by 
the board, he noted.

Finance vice president Carl 
Johnson said Parks had led in 
greatly strengthening the board’s 
financial position as well as its 
benefits for missionaries. During 
Parks’ administration, the board 
has increased its endowment 
from $14 million to $72 million, 
almost doubled its contingency 
reserve to $25 million, raised the 
missionaries’ salaries and cost-of- 
living allowances, and tripled con­
tributions to the missionary pen­
sion plan.

Trustee Alan Thompson of 
Arizona presented 38-year mis­
sion service pins to Parks and his 
wife, Helen Jean, who worked 14 
years as missionaries to In­
donesia before he joined the ad­
ministrative staff. Thompson also 
presented Parks a “Resolution of 
Appreciation’’ plaque outlining 
major accomplishments achieved 
during his presidency.

At a reception Oct. 12, trustees 
gave the Parkses a camera; four 
volumes of letters of appreciation 
received from missionaries, staff, 
trustees and other Southern Bap­
tists, and missions leaders; and 
the title to the Ford automobile 
the board has provided for his use. 
Trustees also announced they had 
donated $1500 to the library of the 
Indonesian Baptist seminary to 
provide books in the name of

Text of the EBF/FMB Hamburg Agreement
Preamble: Seven representatives 

of the European Baptist Federation 
(EBF) and six representatives of 
the Foreign Mission Board (FMB) 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
met at Hamburg. Germany, Sept. 11 
and 12, 1992 to discuss the basis of 
future cooperation between the two 
bodies. Discussions on many key 
issues were frank and open and car­
ried out in an atmosphere of Chris­
tian love and included times of 
prayer and devotions.

1. Review and reconciliation: The 
consultation began with a review of 
the events relating to the decision to 
defund the Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, Ruschlikon, Switzerland, 
which had led to the breakdown in 
relationships between the FMB and 
the EBF. As the discussions pro­
ceeded, both parties increasingly 
recognized the extent of the damage 
caused by the decision, but they ex­
perienced by the grace of God for­
giveness in Christ and reconcil­
iation.

The EBF representatives were 
greatly encouraged to learn that the 
FMB trustees at their meeting on 
June 24,1992, had unanimously en­
dorsed the five partnership prin­
ciples embodied in the Dorfweil 
statement, written and adopted by 
EBF leaders on Jan. 28,1992. These 
principles are:

a. Mutual respect in which the 
partners deal with each other with 
candor but with Christian courtesy. 
(Ephesians 4:1-3)

b. Spiritual freedom in which the 
partners, working within a common 
commitment, recognize and wel­
come differences of outlook and 
diversity of practice. (Romans 15:7; 
Mark 9:38-41)

c. Moral integrity in which the 

“Helen Jean and Keith Parks.” 
One of the Parkses’ three sons, 
Kent, and his wife, Erika, are mis­
sionaries to Indonesia.

Trustees ratified with no dis­
senting votes the Hamburg Agree­
ment, a blueprint for future part­
nership with European Baptists 
drawn up at a Sept. 11-12 meeting 
in Hamburg, Germany. The agree­
ment had already been ratified by 
the executive council of the Euro­
pean Baptist Federation at a Lon­
don meeting Sept. 28-Oct. 1 (See 
below ... for the text of the Ham­
burg Agreement).

Tennessee trustee Bill Blan­
chard, pastor of First Church, 
Soddy Daisy, was one of the FMB 
representatives at the Hamburg 
meeting. He is vice chairman of 
the trustees’ Europe, Middle 
East, and North Africa commit­
tee. He described the agreement 
as “monumental.”

“We’re glad that both we and 
they understand that future co­
operation with any of our Baptist 
brothers and sisters in Europe 
will be voluntary, open, and based 
upon the presupposition that the 
Bible is completely trustworthy,” 
Blanchard said.

Sam James, the board’s new 
vice president for Europe, the 
Middle East, and North Africa, 
told the mission personnel com­
mittee the Hamburg Agreement 
had led to reactivating a number 
of requests for missionaries in 

partners honor and maintain 
solemnly-made agreements. (II 
Corinthians 1:12,17)

d. Genuine consultation in which 
the partners confer together and 
aim for mutual consent. (II Corin­
thians 8:8-9)

e. Reciprocal sharing in which the 
partners learn, work, and grow 
together, each giving and receiving. 
(Romans 1:11-12)

All in the Consultation agreed 
freely, unreservedly, and unequivo­
cally that these principles should 
form the basis of future partnership 
between FMB and European Baptists.

2. FMB Vice President: The 
representative members of the EBF 
heartily endorsed the election by the 
Foreign Mission Board of Samuel M. 
James as Vice President for Europe, 
Middle East, and North Africa. 
They recognized in him the kind of 
attitude to mission and Christian 
spirit which should lead to fruitful 
cooperation between the FMB and 
European Baptists. They look for­
ward to working closely with him in 
the future.

3. Partnership in mission: It was 
the unanimous conviction of the 
group that they should continue joint 
ministry in Europe. They affirmed 
the basis for such cooperation, both 
in their spiritual unity and in the 
magnitude of the spiritual needs of 
Europe. With this conviction in view, 
they resolved to encourage Euro­
pean Baptist Unions to proceed with 
partnership relations with the 
Foreign Mission Board. They fur­
ther urged the Foreign Mission 
Board to accept the on-going 
challenge of the whole of Europe as 
a mission field and to strengthen 
partnership with European Bap­
tists.

still seeking
several countries that had put the 
requests “on hold” after the 1991 
decision to defund the Ruschlikon 
seminary.

About 40 personnel requests are 
open in Europe, including 21 in 
Eastern Europe, James said. A 
total of 11 requests are under the 
board’s Green Alert plan for 
former Soviet republics, he said, 
and six state Baptist partnerships 
are set for Eastern Europe and 
three for Western Europe.

Responding to a question on 
volunteers in Eastern Europe, 
James urged trustees not to 
substitute a large volunteer force 
for the presence of career mis­
sionaries. Volunteers can 
strengthen what career mis­
sionaries are doing, James said, 
but should not take the place of 
long-term personnel who learn the 
language and culture and invest 
their lives there.

During the Oct. 12 plenary ses­
sion, trustees heard concerns on 
the election of the board’s new 
president from Cal Guy, distin­
guished professor of missions, 
emeritus, at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Guy earlier had 
spoken on this subject to the 
board's presidential search com­
mittee and voiced a longtime 
desire to address the full board, 
said trustee chairman John Jack- 
son, who invited Guy to the Oc­
tober meeting. Jackson introduced

4. Cooperation with others: The 
EBF representatives indicated their 
intention of working with both the 
Foreign Mission Board and the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
(CBF). The FMB representative 
reported that, by official action, 
their Board had given the assurance 
that this would not adversely affect 
relationships with EBF. At the same 
time, the EBF representatives in­
dicated their intention of discourag­
ing any element of competition in 
developing relationships with both 
bodies.

Maintaining relationships: 
Since true partnership requires con­
tinuous communication, on-going 
dialogue, and regular review regard­
ing work and common concerns, the 
participants agreed to make these 
the basis of their future partnership.

Periodic visits of Foreign Mission 
Board administrators to European 
Baptist Federation leaders will be a 
primary feature of this interchange. 
This should be complemented by 
visits of European Baptist Federa­
tion delegations to Richmond.

6. Preserving Baptist unity : Dur­
ing the meeting it became clear that 
unity in Christ among Baptist 
churches and Unions in Europe was 
particularly important in the light of 
the divisions the continent had ex­
perienced in recent years. Members 
of the Consultation agreed to urge 
those they were representing to do 
everything in their power to avoid 
disrupting this unity; rather, “to 
keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3)

7. Belief and strategy: The 
members of the Consultation joint­
ly affirmed their belief that Baptists 
are a people who believe in the com­
plete trustworthiness of the Bible

Guy as “one of the great mis- 
siologists of our day.”

A frequent Foreign Mission 
Board volunteer, Guy told trustees 
he has spent a lifetime teaching 
missions, encouraging students to 
commit themselves to mission 
service and support.

Trustee decisions about the new 
presidential profile should seek to 
guarantee “that your man is, by 
nature, a secure, mature, 
knowledgeable leader,” Guy said. 
He added that he told FMB trus­
tees five years before Parks was 
elected president that Parks was 
that kind of man. “I was so sure 
then and now that he was the best- 
prepared man we’ve had. I stand 
by that still ... he said.

Guy presented a document 
outlining the characteristics he 
felt trustees should look for in the 
new president. These include (1) 
an operational concept of shared 
leadership; (2) a commitment to 
administration as his major 
assignment and promotion as a 
very minor one; (3) missionary 
experience; (4) thorough training 
in mission philosophy, strategy, 
and methods (5) strength to make 
adjustments for the sake of max­
imum harvest; (6) willingness 
and ability to teach; and (7) filled 
with the Holy Spirit.

Guy said it was important the 
new president have “fruitful, pro­
ductive, and visionary” mis­
sionary experience.

and are committed to Jesus Christ 
as Lord. Likewise, they are a people 
of a confessional faith rather than of 
a creedal faith.

The FMB representatives also 
stated that the principal objective of 
their Board continues to be evan­
gelism which results in indigenous 
Baptist churches. This, however, 
does not exclude the expression of 
Christian mission through other 
forms of ministry.

8. Personnel and Projects: The 
Consultation agreed that wherever 
possible requests for career person­
nel and projects invoking volunteer 
personnel should be arranged in 
Consultation with SBC missionaries. 
Unions, and/or the European Bap­
tist Federation.

9. Urgent issues: The Consultation 
heightened the group’s awareness of 
urgent issues in Europe today such 
as, secularism, nominalism, relig­
ious bigotry, mass migration, the 
growth of non-Christian religions, 
and ethnic conflicts. The partici­
pants recognized the need to tackle 
these issues and to share the insights 
gained on a global basis.

10. Future action: The members 
of the EBF delegation recognized 
that, while this agreement is made 
on behalf of the EBF, it is not bind­
ing on individual Unions. It is hoped, 
however, that it will encourage 
Unions to proceed with confidence 
in developing further cooperation 
with the FMB.

Final agreement: It was agreed 
that this document will be submitted 
for ratification to the EBF Council. 
Sept. 28-Oct. 1.1992, and to the next 
FMB trustee meeting. Oct. 12-14. 
1992. Both bodies have since ratified 
the agreement. □
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HMB trustees approve budget, appoint missionaries
By Martin King 
For Baptist Press

ATLANTA - Directors of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board approved a new budget and 
organizational structure, as well 
as appointed 30 missionaries.

Meeting in regular session, 
board- members discussed at 
length and subsequently approved 
a 1993 budget of slightly more

Accrediting executive says agency respects diversity
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE - Educational 
standards - not theological 
stances - are the primary focus 
of the agency which accredits 
more than 200 theological schools, 
including the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s six seminaries, the 
agency’s executive director 
emphasized.

The Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States and 
Canada does not penalize an in­
stitution for being either too con­
servative or too liberal, said 
James L. Waits in an interview at 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary.
Budget correction

In last week’s issue, an error ap­
peared in the convention preview 
story.

The correct figure for the reduc­
tion of Southern Baptist Conven­
tion Cooperative Program alloca­
tion is $424,364, or four percent. 
The allocation is S9.739,066, down 
from the 1992 allocation of 
$10,163,430. A substantially larger 
decrease was inadvertently 
picked up from another line in the 
summary.

The reduction is a result of the 
reduced 1993 proposed TBC 
budget compared to the 1992 
budget. Z

Veteran missionary Martha Franks dies
For Baptist Press

LAURENS, S.C. - Martha 
Franks, probably one of the best- 
known missionaries in Southern 
Baptist life, died last month of 
heart and kidney failure after 
several years of declining health. 
She was 91.

“Miss Martha’s” missionary 
career spanned a tumultuous 40

Carson-Newman hosts 
East Tennessee pastors

The East Itennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference will meet 
Nov. 5 at Carson-Newman College 
in Jefferson City.

Don Stewart of New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary will provide an over­
view of “The Sermon on the 
Mount.” the 1993 January Bible 
Study topic. Oscar Romo of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board will preach during the 
meeting which will be held from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

A complimentary lunch will be 
provided by Carson-Newman 
College. No reservations are 
needed. □ 

than $86 million, which is less 
than a one percent increase over 
the 1992 budget. Discussion 
centered around the proposed 
budget being reduced since its 
mailing to members the previous 
month. Several members ques­
tioned why the proposed budget 
was reduced when the board ap­
peared to be in a very healthy 
financial position with several

“That would violate our own 
fundamental principle of associa­
tion,” he said following a fall con­
vocation address at the Louisville, 
Ky., seminary. “This is a group of 
free schools joining voluntarily 
into association with one another 
for peer institutional relation­
ships.”

Southern Baptist interest in ac­
creditation issues has increased in 
recent years as controversies 
have swirled around control of 
seminary governing boards by 
conservative trustees. Dramatic 
changes at two seminaries 
prompted ATS investigations.

Earlier this year, ATS placed 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., on 
probation for two years. ATS 
representatives made a “focused 
visit” to Southern Seminary in 
1990. The visiting team, however, 
later reported many of the trustee 
actions that prompted the visit 
had been corrected and recom­
mended ATS take no official ac­
tion toward the school.

Waits would not comment about 
specific situations regarding 
Southern Baptist seminaries. 
However, he said in general 
schools run afoul of accrediting 
agencies when they fail to follow 
due processes outlined in their 
own mission statements. “They 

years in China and Taiwan. She 
endured famine, riots, civil war, 
evacuations, and internment by 
the Japanese in north China. But 
she also witnessed one of the 
great religious awakenings of 
modern times - the Shantung 
Revival - as Christianity took 
root in the region.

Franks then spent a quarter­
century “retirement” that was 
just as active, if not as risky. 
Known for her vitality, wit, and 
sharp dress, she was in demand 
as a missions speaker for decades 
- especially for young people.

Missions week set
Union University will hold its 

annual Missions Emphasis Week 
Oct. 26-30. The experiences of 
summer student missionaries will 
be featured in various programs 
and exhibits.

Catherine Allen, president of 
the Baptist World Alliance 
Women’s Department, will speak 
Oct. 26 at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. in the 
G. M. Savage Memorial Chapel. 
Since 1991 Allen has visited the 
former Soviet Union twice and 
has conducted missions confer- 

million dollars in reserve.
Board member Wendell Estep, 

senior pastor of First Church, Col­
umbia, S.C., said he understood 
the agency’s need to have suffi­
cient working capital. “However, 
we’re not in the banking business. 
I would much rather have the 
money out in the field rather than 
in the bank.”

HMB President Larry Lewis 

become subject to surging ideas 
or politics or some personal 
idiosyncrasy and then their mis­
sion gets skewed and their pro­
cedures and processes gets 
skewed,” he said. “The purpose of 
accreditation is to make sure 
there is due process consistent 
with pre-set standards of pro­
cedure.”

ATS member schools might 
comprise the most pluralistic and 
theologically diverse religious 
organization in North America, 
Waits said.

“ATS tries to be respectful of 
those traditions and tries to be 
very clear about allowing an in­

Kentucky Baptists to consider CP
Associated Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE - Kentucky Bap­
tists will vote in November on a 
proposal that would allow church­
es to participate in their state con­
vention whether or not those con­
gregations contribute financially 
to the work of the national South­
ern Baptist Convention.

The proposal would change the 
way Kentucky Baptists define 
denominational cooperation.

In order to qualify for full repre­
sentation in the annual Kentucky 
Baptist Convention, current 
guidelines require that a church

She told a reporter she had wom 
out 11 Volkswagens driving to 
speaking engagements - and 
that was ten years ago. Over the 
years she also drove vehicles 
ranging from a Model T to a 
motor scooter.

Her later life’s dream - of 
starting a retirement and prayer 
center with fellow missionary 
retiree Olive Lawton in their 
hometown of Laurens, S.C., - 
became the Martha Franks Bap­
tist Retirement Center, now a 
multi-million-dollar facility. O

at Union
ences in the U.S., Canada, Ger­
many, England, Romania, Hun­
gary, Bulgaria, Jamaica, Brazil, 
Nigeria, and Cameroon. She has 
written six books including The 
New Lottie Moon Story and Cen­
tury to Celebrate: History of the 
Woman's Missionary Union.

Other events include a student 
missions exhibit held throughout 
the week in the Penick Academic 
Complex. All events are free and 
open to the public. □ 

agreed all available funds must be 
put to work on the field, and 
acknowledged the financial report 
for the first nine months indicates 
receipts over budget and expendi­
tures under budget. He cautioned, 
however, that a positive bottom­
line at this time of the year can be 
misleading.

“It’s like looking at your bank 
balance the day after payday and 

dividual institution to formulate 
its own mission statement which 
grows out of its theology and its 
confessional stance,” he said, 
noting ATS members range from 
the very conservative seminaries 
to the most liberal university­
based divinity schools.

Schools can change their mis­
sion statements and confessional 
stances, said Waits, a United 
Methodist minister and former 
dean at Emory University’s 
Candler School of Theology in 
Atlanta. He stressed, however, 
“those kind of changes should 
take place in a deliberative 
fashion ... ” □ 

contribute to the Cooperative Pro­
gram, the unified budget that sup­
ports Baptist ministries on both 
the state and national levels.

, In recent years, however, some 
Kentucky Baptists dissatisfied 
with current leadership of the 
SBC and its national agencies 
have protested that policy, saying 
it forces them to fund national 
ministries they don’t support.

The compromise proposal

Nevada editor's
Baptist Press

RENO, Nev. - The nine-year- 
old daughter of Mike McCullough, 
editor of the Nevada Baptist
newsjournal, died Oct. 16 in a 
Reno hospital.

Nevada Baptist Convention of­
ficials said “Maggie” McCullough 
had entered the hospital Oct. 10 
following a toxic reaction to med­
ication for recurring seizures. 
Throughout the week doctors had 

TBC PRESIDENT Ron Phillips, right, attends the Mission Pastor Retreat held 
in September at the Baptist Center, Brentwood, with Eddie Adams, left, minister 
of missions, Central Church, Hixson, where Phillips is pastor. They visit with 
Larry Kirk of the TBC Missions Department. — Photo by Connie Davis

believing you have a lot of money 
without considering the bills you 
have to pay tomorrow and next 
week,” Lewis said. “We still have 
a lot of budget needs to meet 
before the‘end of the year.” HMB 
planners project 97 percent of 1992 
receipts from the Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions already have been 
received, he said.

The budget was approved over­
whelmingly. Board chairman Ron 
Phillips, pastor of Central Church,
Hixson, assured members the ad­
ministrative committee and HMB 
administration understood con­
cerns expressed. “We hear you. 
And during the December meet­
ing of the administrative commit­
tee we will again review the 
budget and will recommend re­
storing the cuts if it is warranted 
at that time.”

During the meeting the board 
also appointed 30 home mis­
sionaries, approved the endorse­
ment of 47 Southern Baptist chap­
lains. elected five staff to vacant 
positions, and approved several 
organizational changes.

would put in place a two-pronged 
formula for representation that 
accounts for contributions to 
either the Cooperative Program 
or the state convention’s budget 
alone.

The proposal was approved in 
mid-September by a study com­
mittee that has been examining 
the issue since 1990. It will be 
presented to the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Nov. 10-11. □ 

daughter dies
been unable to stabilize her con-
dition. Life support devices were 
discontinued early Oct. 16 and she 
died at 8:55 a.m. (PDT).

McCullough, a native of Texas, 
has been on the staff of the 
Nevada Baptist Convention since 
1982 and editor since mid-1983.

McCullough and his wife. 
Sarah, also have a son, Jackson, 
who is seven. □
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letters ■ opinion
■ about letters 

to the editor
■ Make it concise, no more 

than 250 words. Letters 
may be edited for length.

■ Name may be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Include 
address and phone 
number.

■ Avoid personal attacks on 
the character or integrity 
of anyone.

9 Send original copy. Form 
letters and "open" letters 
will not be published.

9 Only one letter in a three- 
months period per writer 
will be published.

9 If letter does not conform, 
it will be returned.

9 Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are not 
necessarily shared by the 
Baptist and Reflector and 
its staff. □

Thank you, Baptists
What would we do without each 

other? Never has there been such 
an outpouring of love in the midst 
of hurt. You have allowed us the 
joy of seeing tragedy turned into 
triumph.

■ Hymns
Baptists sing 

by William J. Reynolds 
>uthwestern Seminary professor 

Fort Worth, Texas

“Jesus Loves Me"
Anna and Susan Warner, tal­

ented daughters of a New York 
lawyer, lived on Constitution 
Island in the Hudson River at 
West Point, New York.

For years the sisters taught a 
Sunday School class for West 
Point cadets in their home. Each 
Sunday the boys would fill the 
house, sing hymns accompanied 
by a reed organ, then share in the 
study of the Bible lesson taught by 
Anna and Susan.

Both sisters were gifted writers 
and achieved great success with 
literary careers. In 1860 they 
published a novel entitled Say 
and. Seal. In the story Johnny 
Fax, a young lad, was a member 
of John Linden’s Sunday School 
class.

John and his wife Faith spent 
much time with Johnny and the 
three became very close. When a 
serious illness came upon Johnny, 
John and Faith ministered to him 
and comforted him.

As this story developed, the 
Warner sister wrote the hymn that 
John sang to Johnny as he cradled 
the feverish child in his arms. 
Johnny said quietly, “Sing.” John 
began to sing softly “Jesus loves 
me! this I know.” A few hours 
later Johnny died.

Karl Barth, the world-renowned 
theologian, was asked one day 
what he considered to be the great 
theological discovery of his life. 
He smiled and replied :

“Jesus loves me! this I know. 
For the Bible tells me so.” O'

If anyone ever doubted that 
cooperation is still the bench 
mark of Southern Baptists - An­
drew destroys all doubt! Your 
cooperation has been our salva­
tion. Intentionality has been your 
practice. Human impulse may 
create an interest in others but the 
love of God creates an intention 
toward others. Only God knows all 
the good that has been deliberate­
ly accomplished. Thank you 
Southern Baptists - for assist­
ance in disaster relief after Hur­
ricane Andrew.

It is impossible to ex-press all we 
feel. Please know of our joy in 
your spirit, our stewardship of 
your gifts, and our amazement in 
your generosity. We are better 
people because of you.

Mark Short, Executive Di­
rector
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
John Sullivan, Executive Di­
rector
Florida Baptist Convention

Appreciates students
I have seen the coverage in your 

newspaper of the University of 
Tennessee students’ visit to Zam­
bia. It was a great pleasure and 
privilege to have them come over 
on such a program. I also wish to 
take the opportunity to thank all 
the people involved in instituting 
the programs and look forward to 
similar events in the future.

I am interested in receiving 
copies of the Baptist and Reflec­
tor including the copy that con­
tains the coverage of the Ten­
nessee team’s visit to Zambia.

Eric Chiyeni 
Lusaka, Zambia

Thanks for help
I want to express my sincere ap­

preciation to Tennessee Baptists. 
I am in my second year as a stu­
dent at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary. Through the 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation I 
received a scholarship this year to 
help meet tuition costs of my 
education. I ministered in several 
capacities in Tennessee and both 
my wife and I were raised in Ten­
nessee. It makes me thankful to 
gain such encouragement and 
support while following God’s call. 
Thank you for not forgetting about 
us, Tennessee Baptists.

Ryan E. Wagers, pastor 
Poplar Grove Church 
Glencoe, Ky.

Living for Christ
A 24-year veteran pastor sat 

telling me he’burned out and 
needs to make a “new life and 
career for himself.” On the Sun­
day he resigned there were over 
900 attending. The day he made 
the decision he had over 40 mes­
sages from people who wanted 
him to do something for them. If 
more of us would live for Jesus in­
stead of ourselves!

The new covenant of salvation 
is for those who continue to be­
lieve as expressed by the Greek 
present perfect tense of John 3:16 
to mean believing and continuing 
in your believing. Vines Exposi­

tory Dictionary translates 
“pisteuo” the same word in Greek 
for the present, past, and future 
tenses with the English words 
believe, trust, and entrusted.

In John 1:50 the present tense is 
used to translate Jesus’ remarks 
to Nathanael, the future tense in 
English, will trust, is used to 
translate in Luke 16:11, the mid­
dle of the parable of the shrewd 
manager. While the past tense is 
used by the translator of, 
“pisteuo” meaning, “entrusted,” 
in I Timothy 1:11.

The glorious Gospel of Jesus en­
trusted to all believers is not be­
ing fully explained to those who 
are called because our lives do not 
compare well to the disciples of 
the New Testament.

In the June 15 paper there was 
a Sunday School Board summary 
titled “How to Become a Chris­
tian.” Does the Sunday School 
Board have such a summary de­
scribing what it means to live like 
a Christian, for reprint?

Harry Grothjahn 
Maryville

9 The Sunday School Board prints 
in its curriculum a simple message 
about how to become a Christian 
because the products have wide 
distribution. Many may be read by 
non-Christians. The message also can 
be used by Christians as we witness. 
— Editor

Giving examined
Although I am only an acquain­

tance of Fred Steelman, I con­
sider him a friend. As such I re­
spond to his letter (10/14/9*2) 
regarding the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship.

Baptists have always believed in 
autonomy of the local church. The 
church has the right to self­
governance. This autonomy is one 
of the basic principles on which 
Baptists are founded.

There are SBC churches that 
exercise their right to local auton­
omy, choosing to support the 
Cooperative Program and other 
meaningful ministries through 
the CBF. Some in the SBC, 
however, say (or imply) that you 
cannot participate in the SBC, 
participate in the TBC, and be in­
cluded in decision-making, unless 
you give solely to the CP. If true, 
where is the church’s autonomy to 
decide the use of its resources in 
ministries?

Bro. Steelman even proffers 
that the CBF group has “wronged 
this denomination by siphoning 
off support and establishing their 
own entity.” This mistaken under­
standing saddens me because we, 
as a body of Baptists, are all 
working to share the Gospel. The 
SBC does not have a monopoly on 
sharing the Gospel. There are 
many ministry opportunities. The 
CBF is just another means to sup­
port such ministries, some within 
SBC structures, and some new 
ministries. How can money be 
“siphoned off” from work of the 
Lord when the monies are used 
for that work?

Is “divided denominational 
loyalty” an issue? What about 
SBC churches that are dually 
aligned with other denomina­

tions? There are churches a- 
ligned with the American Baptist 
Convention (our brethren we 
separated with over slavery in 
1845) and perhaps others. Are 
they less loyal because they finan­
cially support other Baptist work? 
What about Southern Baptist 
churches that support non-SBC 
missionaries, schools, and 
seminaries (i.e., Luther Rice, 
Mid-America) ? Are they disloyal?

We need to remember our 
history as an autonomous body 
and continue searching for new 
ways to minister for the cause of 
Christ as Baptist, not just 
Southern Baptist. Let’s not draw 
lines but hold hands and work 
together where we can for the 
glory of Christ.

David W. Olive
Southern Baptist Seminary 
Louisville, Ky.

Not a board
It was shocking to me, a 

Southern Baptist for 61 years, to 
see a reference to “the full deacon 
board” in the Baptist °ress arti­
cle about the resignation of Joel 
Gregory from First Church, 
Dallas. I have been taught and 
have believed that the deacons of 
a church are not called a deacon 
board because they aren’t such. 
The article spoke of the Fellow­
ship of Deacons as the designation 
given by the church itself.

In light of the “massacre” of 
two great employees of Baptist 
Press and the appointing of new 
personnel by the Executive Com­
mittee one would hope that those 
working for the Baptist Press 
would at least know the proper 
designations common among 
Southern Baptists. A deacon is not 
a member of a board of directors 
at the church but a part of a body 
of deacons who serve the Lord and 
his church.

1 shouldn’t have been surprised 
as I was since one of the leaders 
of our convention said that the 
pastor runs the church! I’d always 
believed the Lord ran the church!

v J. Victor Brown
Nashville

Florida gratitude
From a Miamian to Southern 

Baptists (Tennessee Baptists), 
thank you. How can we ever ex­
press the gratitude we feel for you. 
Never have I been so proud to be 
a Southern Baptist!

My husband and I were on the 
first available flight back home to 
Miami after the storm (Andrew). 
We flew into Miami, the city of 
lights, at midnight. Looking south 
from the plane, all we could see 
was an eerie blackness. It chilled 
my soul. Had we but known South­
ern Baptists already were out in 
that blackness with feeding sta­
tions, materials, and supplies - 
and most of all love and hope!

Before the storm hit, my hus­
band had been called as interim 
pastor of First Church, Home­
stead. His first Sunday was to be 
the last Sunday in August - the 
Sunday after the storm hit.

We went to Homestead, trying 

to find members of the church. 
The ones we found were living in 
partial homes - if they had a 
house at all. We went to the church 
- parts were still standing. We 
brushed aside enough debris to 
open the door so we could squeeze 
inside. The pulpit Bible had been 
left open to the book of Ezra. God 
had told Ezra to rebuild. It 
couldn’t have looked more hope­
less to Ezra than Homestead 
looked to us then.

Walking through that rubble 
came two men. They put out their 
hands and said, “We’re Southern 
Baptists, and we are here to help.” 
They were angels!

These angels, men and women, 
came in trucks, vans, semis, cars, 
and planes. They have come from 
all across the country - slept on 
the floor, brought equipment, 
food, food stations. But most of all 
they brought hope and courage.

I do not know how to say thank 
you for all you have done. But I 
have thanked God for you over 
and over. We are really one, you 
know.

Kathryn Ray 
Miami, Fla.

Action noted
I noticed the news brief regard­

ing Americans United selecting 
Barry Lynn as the new executive 
director (Oct. 7th Baptist and 
Reflector). He was described as 
a civil liberties activist. The arti­
cle should have stated American 
Civil Liberties Union activist! He 
has defended child pornography 
as a first amendment right.

This is significant to any church 
considering giving to the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship. The 
CBF Vision 2000 plan gives to 
Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State as part of 
their ethics ministry. Do we need 
to know anything else to see the 
direction of the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship?

A. G. Buckles, pastor 
Springdale Church 
Kingsport

Church newsletters 
needed by paper

The inauguration of “Ten­
nessee Sampler” in the Bap­
tist and Reflector three 
months ago has proven to be a 
winner.

The new feature quickly 
became one of the best-read 
features in the paper, and we 
want to please our readers.

If your church is not sending 
the newsletter to our office, 
please put us on your mailing 
list. We want to get more mail. 
The newsletters sometime con­
tain valuable news items from 
the local church - and tips 
about upcoming events that 
often are newsworthy. It will 
also give our staff opportunity 
to read the personal “writings” 
of the pastor and other staff 
members.

Please add the Baptist and 
Reflector to the mailing list - 
and we’ll take it from there. □
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editorial w comment

Church growth - a happening that takes planning
Baptist churches continue to rank church 

growth as one of the most important consid­
erations in the life of the body. Books about 
church growth proliferate the literature 
market.

There is no lack of church growth 
“experts.” And there are plenty of buyers. A 
book that claims ownership of proven 
church growth secrets is usually dog-eared 
before sundown.

In the exciting study book pre­
pared by Henry Blackaby and 
Claude King, Experiencing God, a 
valid point is made about playing 
follow the leader. Using the example 
of Moses’ encounter with God when 
the bush burned without being con­
sumed, they ask if God ever passed 
along that particular experience to 
anyone else.

God seems to be particular about 
fitting the experience with the person or the 
body. Churches will find better success at 
finding out where God is working, joining 
him at that place, and applying his plan for 
that undertaking - for that church. He has 
a unique plan for each unique church. We 
can’t all do business the same way. When 
we do, the market becomes flooded with 
plans that worked elsewhere - but failed 
when we tried it.

Though the temptation is great to “do it” 
like that great church thatjs growing rapid­

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile -
Someone once asked a lady 

how old her grandchildren 
were. She replied with a smile, 
“The doctor is four and the 
lawyer is six.”
Take this truth with you -

Goals are great stabilizers 
for our lives, but they should be 
goals for ourselves, not for oth­
ers. Discipline is necessary to 
achieve our aims. The person 
who can discipline himself has 
achieved the greatest mastery. 
He can win any battle and can 
arrive at any destination he 
desires.
Memorize this Scripture -

“Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen” (Hebrews 
11:1).
Pray this prayer -

Lord, help me to never be 
satisfied with things that are 
easy to come by. Help me to 
resolve that I will not spend my 
life collecting trinkets and 
neglecting treasures. May I 
avoid the “faulty pearls” and 
limitations of the real thing 
that leave us discontented. □

ly (often with hidden flaws or false security), 
resistance is often the real elixir for real 
growth.

Last week we touched on five of the ten 
church growth principles discovered 
through a study by Decision magazine. The 
study found that a group of “great” churches 
had remarkable growth. The ten principles 
were held in common. We discussed prayer, 

witnessing, joy, conversions, and 
Scripture.

The other five principles:
Preaching - The preacher was 

prepared with Bible-based sermons 
well-outlined, and effective use of 
illustrations. The message was para­
mount and the preacher was merely 
the spokesman.

Outreach - The churches were 
heavily involved in local and world­
wide mission activity. While the com­

munity was not neglected, emphasis was 
also placed on hands-on missions away from 
home - including experiences in foreign 
lands as possible. Senior citizens, resort 
missions, and inner-city work were special 
interests. Fifty percent of budgeting went 
toward missions.

Family life - The congregations culti­
vated genuine, warm church family fellow­
ship. Deacon family ministry was one suc­
cessful method. No matter the size of the 
body nor the rate of growth, there was the

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

Congress passes bill on sports gambling
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON - Congress 
took time in the hurried, closing 
days of its session to pass legis­
lation preventing the spread of 
state-sponsored gambling based 
on professional and amateur 
sports.

The Professional and Am­
ateur Sports Protection Act (S. 
474) will prohibit states not 
already engaged in such prac­
tices from authorizing or operat­
ing lotteries or other games 
based on sporting events. The 
bill also bans such gambling on 
Indian lands.

The Senate passed the bill 
Oct. 7, two days after the House 
of Representatives amended and 
okayed it. Both did so by voice 
vote. The Senate adjourned Oct. 
8. The House adjourned the 
next day.

While the bill’s supporters 
have received no clear signal 
what President George Bush 
will do with the bill, “they 
expect it to be signed” by him, a 
congressional spokesperson 
said. The president has ten days 
after he receives the bill to act 
on it. As of Oct. 14, he had not 
received the legislation, a White 
House spokesperson said.

“Congress has bucked a 
national trend in favor of more 
and more gambling by passing 
this legislation,” said James A. 
Smith, director of government 
relations for the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Com­

mission. “State-sponsored sports 
gambling would no doubt have 
been the wave of the future 
unless Congress acted. It’s not 
often that Congress does the 
right thing when it comes to 
moral concerns, but in this case 
they scored a winning touch­
down in the final minutes of the 
game.

“It is appropriate for 
Congress to step in and restrict 
state-sponsored sports gambling 
in light of the national scope of 
sports,” Smith said. “Allowing

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
Oct.
22 - Betty Wiseman of Nashville who is in Temuco this 

month assisting with church and school recreational
programs.

23 - The people who are making decisions at Sion Baptist 
Church in Talca where some of our volunteers have 
served.

24 - The 16-18 MKs (missionary kids) who face coming to 
the United States to begin college.

25 - Retired missionary John Parker on his birthday.
26 - Karla Vandergriff of Knoxville who is serving as a 

semester missionary at the El Sembrador Baptist 
Church/School in Temuco.

27 - The salvation of Manuel Sanchez.
28-30- Cookeville pastor Ken Altom, who will be leading an 

evangelism team, and for team members as they pre­
pare to leave on the 30th for Vina del Mar, where 
they will serve through Nov. 10.

31 - Missionary Doris Dyches on her birthday.

impression of a small, intimate family, as 
led by the pastoral leaders.

Leadership - While there may be some 
mistaken idea that success in church growth 
comes only when leadership is given to a 
prima donna complex, the study found this 
to be absent in the group studied. There 
seemed to be a reciprocal spirit that domi­
nated the pastor to congregation relation­
ship. The gracious attitude exemplified by 
Christ with his first disciples set the stan­
dard. Grace does not mean absence of 
accountability and sincerity, and the 
churches showed these attributes in the 
churchwide relationships.

Love - “The most important quality com­
mon to all the churches,” the commentary 
said, “was the spirit of love that embraced 
everyone who walked through the church 
doors, regardless of background, status, skin 
color, or lifestyle.

“There were no walls or false faces; peo­
ple seemed eager to bear each other’s bur­
dens. The pastor’s love for the people was 
expressed, accepted, and returned ”

We could easily add to this summary, 
“and the greatest of these is love.” There 
would be good reason to say it.

The rock-solid foundation of all these 
principles is love, the kind of love exhibited 
when masks are replaced with faces and 
hearts displaying the love of Christ. And the 
church will surely grow. □

our national pastimes to become 
marketing agents for the gam­
bling industry would have had 
an especially pernicious effect 
on our children.”

Smith testified in support of 
the bill before a Sepate subcom­
mittee in June 1991.

The bill, which is effective 
Jan. 1, 1993, will not impact 
forms of sports gambling 
already legal in Arizona. 
Delaware, Montana, Nevada, 
North Dakota, and Oregon. □

* one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Colors of the heart
What happens around the 

state of Tennessee in October is 
often more than the minds can 
imagine or the heart can grasp.

I say it again, as I have done 
for almost three full decades. 
There is something delightfully 
special about October. God’s 
people called Baptists help to 
make it so.

This is the time when most 
of our 68 associations meet in 
annual session. Bravo - would 
be a good word to use in 
explaining the excitement of the 
season.

Messages of missions,words 
of evangelistic effort, ministries 
explained - these are the main 
emphases. But words of encour­
agement, reports of local in­
volvement, music from the 
heart, prayers for the hopes and 
dreams, and for 
vision - these 
are part of the 
essence of the 
meetings.

I turned to­
ward home one 
evening last 
week, heading 
northwest from allem 
Chattanooga to cross Mont­
eagle. I had been among 
Tennessee Baptist friends at 
the Hamilton County meeting 
It was a typical associational 
meeting with some extras 
thrown in.

The setting sun’s red-gold lit 
the sky and sent the splendor of 
colossal color shimmering a- 
cross the Tennessee River and 
Nickajack Lake. From behind 
Lookout the colors spilled in 
glad array.

I marveled at the soft glory 
of God’s own quiet benediction 
Amen!

The same “planned” adven­
ture is taking place across our 
state convention this month, in 
churches from Shelby to Hol­
ston, from Sevier to Western 
District. God’s people are meet­
ing to report on what they are 
about, to praise, to worship

I will see more glorious sun­
sets and a few sunrises, plains 
and mountains, the storied 
splendor of God's handiwork. As 
poet Archibald Rutledge said, 
all of these are some of life’s 
extras.

Sometimes in the midst of 
glory and splendor, a grateful 
heart thanks the Father He 
knows glad hearts. Life’s extras 
are life’s blessings also. □
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Tennessee features
Rape victim's mother turns tragedy into crisis ministry

mail
By Lee Hollaway 
For Baptist Press

OAK RIDGE - Emily Herrod 
takes “crisis pregnancy” per­
sonally.

When her youngest daughter 
became pregnant as a result of a 
rape in another state, Emily lived 
through the trauma with her.

When her daughter carried the 
child to term and then gave him 
up for adoption. Emily shared the 
agony.

When time, distance, and God’s 
grace had brought healing, Emi­
ly began a ministry to others ex­
periencing a crisis pregnancy or 
abuse.

The Women’s Crisis Center 
opened in April, offering free 
pregnancy tests, counseling, in­
formation, and referrals. Emily 
has served as interim director; a 
search is under way for a perma­
nent director.

As the wife of Ron Herrod, 
pastor of Central Church, Emily 
has enlisted volunteers to staff the 
center. Volunteers receive 12 
hours of training in rape counsel­
ing, crisis pregnancy counseling, 
and general counseling.

“We emphasize to the volun­
teers that they are not profes­
sional counselors,” Emily 
stresses. “They are to be there for 
people, to help them find a way out 
of their problem, usually through 
appropriate referrals.”

Emily herself took a course in 
rape counseling at a community 
college in the aftermath of her 
daughter’s experience. “I wanted 
to gain a better understanding of 
rape for myself and my daughter. 
I also wanted to know how to ap­
ply my experience to helping 
others.”

As she learned that rape was 
more about power than sex, Emi­
ly found she gained some

EMILY HERROD points to a sign at the Oak Ridge center.

understanding of the man who at­
tacked her daughter, even feeling 
sorry for him.

“I find I still have some feelings 
about the things that happened to 
my daughter and our family. I 
really hope those feelings never 
completely leave because they

Book details trauma faced by pastor's family
For Baptist Press

OAK RIDGE - She could have 
been anyone’s daughter, home 
alone while her parents attended 
a social function.

No one saw the young man slip 
through the sliding patio door. She 
did not know he was in the house 
until she looked up and saw him 
standing in her bedroom. Twila 
Herrod was not quite 16 that night 
in May 1989 when she was raped 
by an assailant.

Her story is unusual, however, 
because she is a Southern Baptist 
pastor’s daughter and because of 
the way she and her family dealt 
with the aftermath of the tragic 
event.

Looking back from the perspec­
tive of three years, Twila’s father, 
Ron Herrod now marvels that 
“God did such a work and proved 
himself in so many ways. We have 
learned from our hurts and our 
sorrows, and we want to help 
others by them too.” The family 
moved almost two years ago, and 
Herrod is now pastor of Central 
Church, Oak Ridge.

The story of Twila and her fami­
ly is related in When Evil Strikes 
by Lila Wold Shelburne, published 
this summer by Hannibal Books.

Having their experiences 
published is a bit like standing ex­
posed before the world, the fami­
ly admits. They feel their loss of

privacy will be worth it, however, 
if their testimony helps others in 
similar circumstances.

Twila had a baby boy and 
placed him for adoption with an 
agency that allowed her to 
stipulate the adoptive parents 
must be committed Christians.

The Herrod family has estab­
lished Bonded Love Ministries as 
an umbrella for their speaking, 
counseling, and the crisis center.

Herrod says the family has 
learned two things beyond ques­
tion from their experiences: 
“God’s promises are true, not just 
for preaching, and God’s grace is 
sufficient when you really need 
it.” □

allow me to minister to people 
who need to know I’ve been where 
they are.”

The center is open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on weekdays in a small 
office complex. A crisis telephone 
line operates 24 hours a day by us­
ing call forwarding to transfer the 
center’s telephone to the homes of 
volunteers in the evening and on 
weekends.

Most of the center’s activity 
thus far has been on the telephone, 
Emily says. As she learned in a

5r

mail survey of similar centers in
other cities, it is fairly typical for 
such programs to start slowly. She 
expects client activity to be up to 
about 15 a week within a year.

The center has relied primari­
ly on items in the newspaper and 
word of mouth advertising to let 
the community know of its serv­
ices. “Telling just a few girls at 
the high school helps get the word 
around pretty well,” Emily points 
out.

Even with a medical doctor on 
its elected board, the Oak Ridge 
center’s work is “sort of like first 
aid,” Emily acknowledges, but 
she believes it fills a significant 
need, especially in offering alter­
natives to abortion.

“Many people see abortion as a 
quick, easy fix, but nothing is that 
simple. A person who goes that 
route keeps paying for it in 
various ways for the rest of her 
life.”

And Emily cannot forget that 
without an abortion alternative 
her daughter’s son - her first 
grandchild - would not be alive 
today. □

Tennessee Woman's Missionary Union
CHALLENGE ... RENEWED ... SENT

It’s not just another building

It’s your church.
Achurch has different requirements than most 
other buildings an insurance company covers. 
It represents the shared commitment and 
sacrifice of many people... it’s an invaluable 
emotional investment.

Church Mutual has specialized in insuring 
churches for nearly 100 years. Today we are 
the nation’s largest insurer of churches, protect­
ing over5,800 Southern Baptist churches alone.

We know you can never forget the endur­
ing importance of your church in the lives of «
your congregation. We take the critical step of 
getting to know your church firsthand to learn 
your unique needs and concerns.

To learn about the difference that our per­
sonalized, specialized expertise and competitive 
insurance coverage can mean to you and your 
congregation, write or call usat 1-800-542-3465.

Hear David Ring from Orlando, Fla. He will stir 
the hearts of all who attend. He has a special 
message for young people.

Hear The Talleys in concert. They are one 
of the top Gospel groups in America. The 
youth will thrill to their music.

The Specialist
Church Mutual 

3000 Schuster Lane
P.O.Box357-S

Merrill, WI54452

Annual Session

November 16, 1992
Gatlinburg Convention Center, Mills Auditorium

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
9-10 a.m. — Brunch honoring Carol Pharris, Tennessee WMU 

President 1987-92; Mills Auditorium exhibit area; Tickets — $5
10:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. — Session — Mills Auditorium
2 - 3:15 p.m. — Prayer Retreat directed by Judy Trivette, 

Chile/Tennessee Prayer Coordinator t
6:30 p.m. — Missions Extravaganza featuring:

□ Message by Keith Parks
□ Missions Presentations
□ Special guests — Mission Friends leaders, new officers
□ Italian dinner; Tickets — $12

Registration deadline for brunch and dinner is Nov. 9
For more information, call Tennessee WMU at (615) 371 -2038 »..... 1

Winter Youth Retreat 
December 28-30, 1992 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Four great sessions — Mon., p.m;, Tues, a.m., p.m.; Wed. a.m.

Cosh $50 — includes two nights in hotel 
and conference fee (Meals not included) 

"The most economical conference in America," 
Sponsors — Phil Hoskins, Kingsport, and Henry Linginfelter, Alcoa

For more information and a free brochure, write Henry Linginfelter, 
1848 Nobel St., Alcoa, Tenn., 37701 or call (615) 982-2661
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I Tennessee features
Savannah layman has no excuses for not serving
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

SAVANNAH - Nelson Williams 
doesn’t accept excuses for not 
serving the Lord - not even 
blindness.

Though the 64-year-old layman 
went blind about six years ago and 
has had numerous health prob­
lems since, he still serves as a 
deacon and Sunday School 
teacher at Southside Church in 
Savannah.

While it would be easy to blame 
God and doctors for his loss of 
sight, Williams blames neither. 
He lost his sight as a reaction 
from radiation treatments on a 
tumor.

“The doctors did not do any­
thing that was not normal pro­

PASTOR BENNY TAYLOR, left, appreciates the dedication of Nelson and 
Jean Williams who serve in a variety of roles at Southside Church.

cedure, nor do I feel any anger 
toward God,” Williams said.

After serving the Lord for 52 
years, Williams has no intentions 
of stopping now'. “I have tried to 
be faithful. The Lord has done so 
much for me,” he observed.

Williams, a former Sunday 
School director at the church, be­
gan teaching a class two years 
ago, along with his wife, Jean.

The couple begins preparing for 
the next week’s lesson on Sunday 
after they have just taught a class. 
On Sunday afternoons, Jean reads 
the Bible verses to her husband 
that will be used the next week. 
She then reads part of the lesson 
each day during the week.

On Sunday nights the couple at­
tends a Discipleship Training 

class taught by Southside Pastor 
Benny Taylor. He teaches the next 
week’s Sunday School lesson as a 
training session for teachers.

In addition, Williams gets the 
Baptist and Reflector on tape 
(See separate story) and listens to 
the lesson each week. “We ap­
preciate getting the paper on tape. 
It’s been a big help,” he said.

The couple enjoys serving the 
Lord together and they take their 
class seriously.

When it’s time for Sunday 
School to begin, the Williams 
begin teaching whether everyone 
has arrived or not. Williams is a 
firm believer that Sunday School 
is not a social club, but is a time 
for Bible study. There’re other

TBC department aids the blind
Nelson Williams is one of 

about 80 people in Tennessee 
who “read” their paper each 
week through a tape provided 
by the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention’s Telecommunications 
Department.

The tape is provided free of 
charge to people who are con­
sidered legally blind. Jarvis 
Hearn, director of the depart­
ment, noted there are about 
11,000 people in the state who 
are blind and another 60,000 
who are considered visually 
impaired.

In the ten years the depart­
ment has been providing the 
service, the number of tapes 
sent weekly has increased from 
about 25 to 80. “But we’re not 

times for fellowship, he noted.
When the couple began the 

class no one was coming. “We 
went through with the class,” the 
couple recalled, adding that “peo­
ple started coming.” The class 
now averages between six-ten 
members in attendance each 
week, and has had a high attend­
ance of 18.

The couple takes no credit for 
the success of the class. “We’re 
common ordinary people. The 
Lord has to help us out,” they 
agreed.

The Williams’ are firm be­
lievers in prayer. Williams de­
scribed his wife as “a prayer war­
rior,” noting they pray daily for 
cancer victims, missionaries, or­

reaching a thimble full of peo­
ple who would benefit from the 
Baptist and Reflector,” Hearn 
said.

Despite continual efforts to 
make directors of missions and 
pastors aware of the ministry, 
there is a problem in obtaining 
names of people who could use 
the service, Hearn said.

He attributed part of the prob­
lem to stereotyping: “Many peo­
ple see the blind as those who 
earn' white canes with red tips 
or are led by Seeing Eye dogs. 
Yet, a number of individuals lose 
their sight at the onset of age or 
because of an accident,” he said.

Hearn believes that a person, 
whether blind or not, has a right 
to know about events in Tm- 

ganizations, and of other needs. 
Both acknowledge “prayer is the 
main thing that got us through 
this (Williams’ blindness).

The couple has earned the re­
spect of their pastor. “They’re a 
support and strength to me,” said 
Benny Taylor.

W’illiams, despite his ordeals 
over the past six years, looks at 
the positive things that have 
happened.

He noted people have told him 
he has been an inspiration to them 
for his willingness to continue 
serving the Lord.

Williams also noted he has 
grown personally through the ex­
perience. “This has taught me pa­
tience,” he said. □ 

nessee Baptist life. “We try to 
keep the blind abreast of happen­
ings with Baptists both in Ten­
nessee and around the nation,” 
he said.

Lack of space on a 60-minute 
tape prevents the entire paper 
from being read, Hearn said, 
noting he reads the first four or 
five paragraphs of major ar­
ticles. Items read in entirety in­
clude letters to the editor, ed­
itorials, and Sunday School 
lessons, all of which are popular 
with the listeners, Hearn said.

For information about the pro­
gram, or to add someone who is 
blind to the department’s mail­
ing list, contact Hearn at (615) 
371-2028. □

Knoxville students get glimpse of where Jesus walked
For Baptist and Reflector

“Walking down the steps of 
Caiphas’ house in complete dark­
ness, we arrived at the bottom to 
see the place Christ was kept the 
night before his crucifixion. How' 
lonely he must have felt here in 
total darkness, with the people 
above cursing.”

“I remember praying at the 
‘Wailing Wall’ in the old city of 
Jerusalem and knowing that God 
heard all the different languages 
that wrere spoken there.”

These are but a few of the mem­
ories of Robby Wilson and Gamer 
Dewey, two University of Ten­
nessee, Knoxville, students who 
served under the sponsorship of 
the UTK Baptist Student Union at 
the Baptist Village in Petah 
Tiqva, Israel. They worked as 
camp counselors, lifeguards, and 
maintenance workers at this 
unique camp for both Arab and 
Israeli children.

“God helped me to deal with 
some of my prejudices,” said 
Dewey, a member of First 
Church, Knoxville. “People simp­
ly are not like what we think. We 
can’t classify all Arabs as the 
same or all Jews as the same.” 

The two men felt it was helpful to 
hear both the Arab and the Israeli 
perspective of the Middle East 
conflict. Wilson, of Central 
Church, Bearden, in Knoxville, 
said. “Not all Arabs want Israel 
destroyed. Many Arabs want to 
live there and work to improve the 
country.”

Before his departure, Wilson 
spoke of his parents’ concern after 
they read a news story about an 
Arab man in Israel who killed a 
young girl with a sword. “When 
we arrived in Israel we were told 
that another Arab man lost his life 
trying to save the little girl, but 
that information wasn’t included 
in the U.S. news stories. There are 
always tw'o sides to a coin,” Wilson 
said. “Stubborn defensiveness of 
one position solves nothing.”

Dewey was impressed by the ef­
fects of war even years later. “It’s 
shocking to see how desolate and 
destructive war continues to be,” 
he said. “I had the opportunity to 
visit the Museum of the 
Holocaust,” remarked Dewey. “It 
was heartbreaking to see how in­
humane we can be to our fellow 
man. The three girls giving the 
tour were so'loving and kind. I 

was appalled to think that some­
one would want to kill people like 
them just because they were of a 
certain race.”

At the end of the summer 
Dewey was worried about having 
enough money for his return to the 
United States. The Arab coun­
selors at the camp heard of his 
fears and contributed money for 
Dewey’s trip. “Even though they 
really didn’t have anything to 
give, they still had enough to

Belmont hosts 'College for a Weekend'
Belmont University’s annual 

College For A Weekend is sched­
uled for Oct. 30-31. The overnight 
event is designed for high school 
seniors who want to experience 
college life without the pressures 
of serious study. Guidance on 
enrollment procedures and col­
lege career choices will be pro­
vided in a fun-filled atmosphere 
for students to get to know the col­
lege way of life.

The weekend begins Friday at 
3 p.m. with registration. The eve­
ning’s activities include dinner 
and a tour of the Belmont cam­
pus.

After breakfast on Saturday, 

share,” commented Dewey.
Dewey said the summer ex­

perience “forced me to look at my 
own religiosity. I’m in the process 
of thinking what really is my per­
sonal faith and not what is handed 
down to me by culture and 
custom.”

Wilson said "because of this 
summer I’m different; I’ve 
grown. I’ve become more sen­
sitive. God has shown me what he 
is capable of even in the hard 

future college students will learn 
valuable information about the 
admissions and financial aid pro­
cess and take a look at Belmont’s 
diverse academic offerings. Sim­
ulated classes will give a taste of 
higher education. Parents are 
welcome to attend the information

(615) 385-6785. D

Retired TBC pastor Denver Hall dies
Retired Tennessee pastor 

Denver S. Hall, 75, of Memphis, 
died Oct. 2 at his home.

A graduate of Union University, 
Jackson, Hall served as pastor of 
West Frayser Church, Memphis, 
from 1956 till his retirement in 

times," he said.
Both men were proud to serve 

God as missionaries. They 
learned to be more expressive of 
their faith and to share more. 
“World problems are extensions 
of individual problems." said 
Dewey. “The world cannot be 
changed unless individuals are 
changed and only God through 
Jesus Christ can make us into 
what we ought to be.” he added. J 

and class sessions.
The fee is $30 which includes 

meals, lodging, and special 
events. For more information call 
Belmont’s admissions office at

1979. He was pastor of several 
Tennessee churches during his 
college years and served a church 
in Ripley before accepting the call 
of West Frayser Church.

He is survived by his wife, 
Mary, and two children. □
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Trustees have quick and 'quiet' meeting at Southeastern
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. - In 
what was described as a ‘'nice 
and quiet” meeting, trustees of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary met Oct. 12-13 to adopt 
a long-range plan for the semi­
nary, discuss future funding con­
cerns, and elect new officers. In­
tertwined with the trustee 
meeting was the inauguration of 
Southeastern’s fifth president, 
Paige Patterson.

Outgoing trustee chairman 
Roger Ellsworth, from Benton, 
Ill., said the adoption of the long- 
range planning committee report 
was the most significant agenda 
item discussed in this meeting.

“This will be our guiding docu­
ment for the next five years,” 
Ellsworth said. “The staff worked 
very hard on this and the trustees 
are very pleased with it.”

Objectives of the long-range 
plan include the maintenance and 
further development of ministry- 
driven educational programs, the 
promotion of student develop­
ment, and the enlargement the 
seminary’s financial support. The

Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools (SACS) cited the lack 
of long-range planning as one 
reason for placing Southeastern 
on academic probation last year.

During his report to the 
trustees, Southeastern president 
Paige Patterson said the next 36 
months would be “most critical”

for the seminary due to an­
ticipated funding deficits. He said 
he estimates an additional 
$350,000 a year are needed to meet 
accreditation requirements such

as additional faculty and library 
enhancements.

Southeastern faces a three year 
step-down in SBC Cooperative 
Program funds beginning in 
August 1993. □

LOW COST 
LEVEL PREMIUM 
LIFE INSURANCE

* For Sleepy 
MS-DOS/IBM 

Computers

Available now: Church 
Treasurer, Offering Records, 

Mcmbership/Prospects, 
Question Maker, Bible Studies

CHURCH FURNITURE 
by LINDSEY

DIRECT FROM THS
FACTORY—PEWS, PULPIT 
TABLES, CHAIRS. FIBRE- 
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND 
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

Permanent Term Policy 
Examples of Monthly Premiums 

Male. Non-Smoker

Age

45
55
65

$50,000 $100,000

$ 29
55

114

$ 52 
104

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

. folding doors, 
carpet

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429 

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 38464

Premiums and death benefit remain fixed for 
the life of the insured. Issued to age 80. 
Company rated A-plus (Supenor) 

LIFE INSURANCE SAVER $ 
The Term Specialists

1 (800) 424-TERM

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

Demo Disk $6.00
Includes two free programs: 

Checkbook Helper and 
Interest Calculator.
S A R INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
1330 CHASE, EUGENE, OR 97402 

1-503-689-3200

BELMONT BREAKTHRU '92

College for a Weekend!

Across the Southern 
Baptist Convention 
Families Are Telling 

Us They Want 
Affordable Medical 

Coverage.

OCTOBER 30 & 31 .
High school seniors spend Friday night and Saturday 

on campus and get a taste of college life.
In addition to a fun-packed weekend, there will be information about: 
the admissions process • financial aid • Belmont's academic offerings 

The $30 fee covers meals, lodging and special events.

For more information call the Office of Admissions, (615) 385-6785.

UNIVERSITY

N ow, more than ever, the Annuity Board is commited to offering you affordable 
medical coverage and NEW options.

Here's how we are responding to your requests.
Step 1, Control Costs
There is no rate increase in the Church Comprehensive Medical Plan for 
the first six months of 1993. This good news is possible because of 
improvement in recent claims experience that allowed the Board to avoid 
a rate increase for the first time in several years. With your help, we are 
making progress.

Step 2. Offer New Medical Plans
In January the Annuity Board expands its health coverage with two NEW 
catastrophic plans. These catastrophic medical plans can help lower the cost of 
medical rates while still protecting pastors and church staff members against 
disastrous medical bills.

You can obtain information on the Catastrophic 1000 and Catastrophic 2500 plans 
by calling the Annuity Board's toll-free number, 1-800-262-0511, or you may 
contact your state annuity representative.

BS
Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention
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TenneScene w the people, their work
■ the work

■ The congregation of Na­
tional Avenue Church, 
Memphis, donated 30 choir 
robes to missionaries Gene and 
Melanie Vincent who serve in 
Argentina. The Vincents, who 
are from Millington, are living 
in the missionary house of 
Highland Heights Church, 
Memphis. The robes will be 
used by the choir of the Baptist 
Church of Villaguay in the state 
of Entre Rios.

■ the churches

■ Fall revival will be Oct. 25- 
28 at Spring Creek Road 
Church, Chattanooga. Odell 
Clay will be evangelist.

■ Members of the Korean of 
Nashville Church recently cel­
ebrated the church’s 15th 
anniversary with the dedication 
of a new educational building.

■ Cal Thomas, nationally 
syndicated columnist and televi­
sion and radio commentator, 
will be guest speaker Oct. 25 at 
Two Rivers Church, Nash­
ville. Also, the church will spon­
sor Judgment House, an alter­
native to Halloween haunted 
houses. Judgment House will 
feature a series of dramas show­
ing life after death for two 
teenagers.

■ Dan Lawler .will preach on 
high attendance day Oct. 25 at 
Harsh Chapel Church, Nash­
ville. A covered dish luncheon 
will follow morning worship.

■ Revival will be Oct. 25-30 
at Lucy Church, Millington. 
Billy Smith, pastor of Ridgeway 
Church, Memphis, will be evan­
gelist.

■ Fred Steelman will lead 
fall revival Oct. 25-28 at Ridge­
dale Church, Chattanooga.

■ Larry Kirk of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention Mis­
sions Department will lead 
revival Nov. 1-4 at Edgefield 
Church, Nashville. Ken Go­
forth will lead music.

■ Russell Dilday will speak 
at a one-day revival Oct. 25 at 
Raleigh Church, Memphis.

■ A new fellowship hall is 
under construction at New 
Hope Church, Readyville.

■ Members of Riverdale 
Church, Murfreesboro, re­
cently broke ground for a new 
building.

■ Revival will be Oct. 25-28 
at First Church, Halls. Rollin 
DeLap will be evangelist.

■ The congregation of Haw­
thorne Church, Dyersburg, 
will celebrate the church’s 40th 
anniversary Oct. 25 with home- 
coming. Former pastor Bill 
Palmer will bring the message.

■ The building housing 
Lenox Church, Lenox, is 
being remodeled. The auditori­
um will be larger with a bap­
tistry' and new seats.

■ Revival will be Oct. 25-28 
at Faith Church, Smithville. 
Charlie Ivy will be evangelist.

■ The Crosspoint youth min­
istry of Haywood Hills 
Church, Nashville, will spon­
sor the third annual youth 
prayer breakfast for a drug free 
America Oct. 25, 7:30-9 a m

■the leaders

■ Enon Church, Halls, Pastor 
Randy Kellough has resigned 

to accept the pastorate of 
Barker’s Chapel Church, 
Friendship.

■ T. C. Thurman is the new 
pastor of Fort Hudson Church, 
Dyersburg.

■ Members of Macedonia 
Church, Ripley, recently wel­
comed new pastor Wayne 
Rowan. He was pastor of 
Oakwood Church, Milan.

■ Williams Chapel, Halls, 
called Danny Hutcherson as 
pastor.

■ Nathan Powers is the 
new youth pastor at Eagleville 
Church, Eagleville.

a Fulton Robertson, direc­
tor of missions emeritus of 
Hardeman County Association, 
which he served for 24 years, is 
interim director of missions of 
Fayette Association. Robertson, 
Bolivar, also served Cumber­
land, Stewart, and Truett asso­
ciations.

■ Jerry Osborne is the new 
pastor of Malone’s Chapel, 
Alexandria. He has been serving 
the church as interim pastor.

■ Rick Dinkins has accept­
ed the pastorate of Cherokee 
Hills Church, Morristown He 
was pastor of Oakland Church, 
Rutledge.

a Members of East Chatta­
nooga Church, Chattanooga, 
recently welcomed new pastor 
Wayne Butts.

■ First Church, Carthage, 
recently called Bill Sikes as 
minister to students. He former­
ly served at Two Rivers Church, 
Nashville.

■ Roscoe Harless recently 
retired as minister of visitation 
from Central Church, Fountain 
City, Knoxville.

■ H. D. Hudson is serving 
as interim pastor of Russwood 
Church, Springville.

■ the people

■ Bluff City Church, Bluff 
City, ordained three deacons 
Sept. 27. Those ordained were 
David Clark, Charles Kirk­
patrick, and Lon Tobin.

■ Butch Daniel, Don Wil­
liams and Chris Matthews 
were ordained to the deacon 
ministry of Oakland Church, 
Rutledge.

■ Harsh Chapel Church, 
Nashville, ordained Larry 
Cravens and Chris Kriatsas 
as deacons.

■ Eighteen new deacons have 
been ordained at Central 
Church, Bearden, Knoxville. 
They are Mike Barton, Rob 
Christenson, Craig Colquitt, 
Clint Eskew, Russ Ford, Ken 
Garner, Stephen King, Ron 
Leadbetter, Kevin Ledden, 
Byron Maddox, Jim Neel, 
Kenneth O’Kelley, Steve 
Parrish, Tom Prine, Charles 
Purkey, Mike Roberts, 
Vaughn Shanklin, and Gary 
Ubben. In addition, two senior 
deacons, Robert E. Acker and 
James T. Miles, were honored 
with the title of deacons for life.

a Tulip Grove Church, Old 
Hickory, ordained the following 
men as deacons Oct 11: Carl 
Maclin, Rodger Byrd, Jeff 
Mathis, Jim Newton, and Gus 
Reyes.

■ Phillip Barham, Mark 
Layne, and Robert McBroom 
were ordained as deacons Oct. 4 
at West Jackson Church. Jack- 
son.

■ First Church, Erwin, or­
dained David Davis to the dea­

con ministry Oct. 4.
■ Donnie Webb was or­

dained to the deacon ministry of 
East Commerce Church, Lewis- 
urg, Oct. 11.

■ Ronnie Edwards was 
ordained to the Gospel Ministry 
Oct. 18 at Hannah’s Gap 
Church, Petersburg

■ Donald Good, assistant 
professor of education at Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson City, 
has been awarded the college’s 
1992-93 Teaching Excellence 
and Leadership Award. He has 
been a member of the faculty 
since 1989.

RANDALL RUNIONS, a former 
pastor in Lawrence County Asso­
ciation, was endorsed by the 
Southern Baptist Chaplains Com­
mission to serve as an institutional 
chaplain in Tennessee. Runions, 
with wife Teresa, serves at South 
Central Correctional Facility in 
Clifton. Runions was endorsed 
recently at a service at Green- 
Forest Church, Decatur, Ga. Cer­
tificates of endorsement were pre­
sented by Home Mission Board 
representatives President Larry 
Lewis, Huey Perry, Lew Burnett, Bill 
Donovan, and George Pickle.

A&O CHURCH FURNITURE 
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27283
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Enjoy the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, 

the Smoky Mountains, 
and our beautiful 

river setting!

ROCKY WATERS
Sun.-Thur. Special 

$45+Tax

Nov. I thru Nov. 25 

Double Occupancy 
In-room Jacuzzis & fireplaces extra 

Present this ad at check-in to receive dis­
count. Cannot be combined uith any other 

discount. Does not apply to groups 

Coffee served in lobby.
Located on Trolley Stop in 

Downtown Gatlinburg.
Call Us Toll Free For 

Information &. Reservations 
1-800/824-1111 
The only thing we overlook 

is the river!

♦♦♦

Someone thanks Tennessee
Baptists every day...

A migrant child in Erwin, Tenn A homeless man in New York City. A 
tired seaman arriving on American shores. Members of a Nebraskan 
mission church.

Someone thanks God every day for the meals you help provide. For 
clothing. For shelter. For a place to worship. For enabling home 
missionaries to share the Good News with all of Gods people

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists, for your extravagant giving to the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Missions

HIGHEST TOTAL GIVING

Bellevue Baptist Church 
Cordova, $48,414

Two Rivers Baptist Church 
Nashville. $20,343

Fust Baptist Church 
Kingsport, $26,777 
Germantown Baptist Church 
Germantown. $25,353
Woodmont Baptist Church 
Nashville. $22,054

And a special thanks to these churches with...
HIGHEST PER CAPITA Gl\ ING

Central Baptist Church 
Fountain City 
Knoxville. $20.661

Brentwood Baptist Church 
Brentwood, $19,650

Brainerd Baptist Church 
Chattanooga. $19,622
First Baptist Church 
Nashville. $19,392
First Baptist Church 
Memphis, $18,496

China Grove Baptist Church 
Rutherford, $64.30 
Hickman Baptist Church 
Hickman. $27.03
Mount Olivet Baptist Chinch 
Mount Juliet, $20.85
Silerton Baptist Church 
Silerton, $20.63
Oak Grove Baptist Church 
Mount Cannel, $18 46

•figures are for January-December 1091 and were verified through your state convention office and designated gifts to the Southern Baptist 
Executive Committee. Home Mission Board Accounting Department, and Cooperative Baptist fellowship Based on churches with resident 
membership of 25 or more

Chai/can Baptist Church
Memphis, $17.41

Mount Cannel Baptist Church
Knoxville, $16 97

Bethlehem Baptist Chur ch
Whiteville. $16 67
Lake Drive Baptist Church
Sale Creek. $16 33
Wivdhnvn Baptist Chui ch
Brownsville. $16.25

HUB
Home Mission Board. sb<

Baptist and Reflector ■ October 21, 1992 9



Relief efforts continue in Hawaii one month after hurricane
Baptist Press

HONOLULU - Southern Bap­
tists continue to serve more than 
7000 meals daily one month after 
Hurricane Iniki swept across the 
island of Kauai, said 0. W. Efurd 
Jr., executive director of the 
Hawaii Baptist Convention.

“We have a tremendous ap­
preciation for all of the Baptist 
brothers and sisters who have 
helped us,” Efurd said.

Southern Baptists have two 
kitchens feeding residents in the 
damaged areas, Efurd said. 
Alabama Baptists, which have a 
partnership with Hawaii Baptists, 
have sent ten volunteers and car­
ried in a field kitchen, said Reg­
gie Quimby, director of disaster 
relief ministries for the Alabama 
Baptist Convention. California 
Baptists have sent at least 17 
volunteers, Efurd said.

Steel Buildings
Must sell two steel buildings from 

cancellation. One is 40 x 40, BRAND 
NEW, sell for balance owed. Call Dan 
1 (800) 552-8504.

Free Shipping
1 Thess 4 :16, 17 on back

Name_________________________________
Address_______________________________

City______________ State_____ Zip

Sonshine Shirts, 106 Pearce Lane 

Bennettsville. S.C. 29512

Ttexas Baptist volunteers also 
carried in a mobile kitchen, said 
Jim Furgerson, Southern Baptist 
disaster relief national coordina­
tor for the Brotherhood Commis­
sion, which purchased the 
kitchens.

Hawaii Baptists have been 
trained to provide disaster relief, 
he said. “The next time that 
Guam is hit, or another area in 
the Pacific is hit, we’ll already 
have a team in the Pacific ready 
to meet that need.”

One feeding unit is at Wiamea 
Church, where volunteers also are 
helping residents in the communi­
ty with their storm-damaged 
homes, Efurd said. Others are 
distributing clothing, linens, and

---------Gatlinburg —------

3 Great 
Locations 
—— Tennessee------

1-800-933-8679 
1-800-933-8678

Space Still 
Available for 

TN Baptist 
Convention

(gATLINBURGlft^r, 
P’OWtit 
LI
'a- properties

( TENNESSEE )
X---------

W£ LOVP COUPS' 

household goods. “I believe that 
will create a real good feeling 
among the Wiamea community 
towards Wiamea Church,” he 
added.

Iniki hit Kauai at about 4 p.m. 
Sept. 11 with 145 mph sustained 
winds and gusts of up to 175 mph, 
said Andrew Chun, lead fore­
caster with the Central Pacific 
Hurricane Center in Honolulu. 
Although it passed over the island 
in less than a half hour, it is con­
sidered one of the strongest on 
record in the area, Chun said.

Three Southern Baptist church­
es were damaged as almost no 
segment of the island was un­
touched, Efurd said. “When you 
look around, you have a lot of feel­

Who’s Reading 
The Living Bible?

The Living Bible has been 
used of God around the 
world for many years to 
introduce people to the 
Scriptures. It makes the 
Bible come alive in a way 
that is easily understood 
by even the newest Chris­
tian. or those who have 
never before read the 
Bible’s age-abiding truths.

Every home should have a

Living Bible 
as well as a standard

Dr. Billy Graham
International Evangelist

The Living Bible expresses 
God's Word in a living way 
for old and young alike. It 
is eternal truth expressed 
in the language of today. 
As it has blessed my life, 
so will it bless yours!

Herschel H. Hobbs
Pastor Emeritus. First Baptist Church
Oklahoma City. Oklahoma

ing and compassion for the people 
who have lost so much.” Power is 
still out to about 30 percent of 
Kauai, he said.

Efurd said the convention is 
planning to send Baptist pastors 
on Iniki to Oahu for some rest 
later this month. “I know they are 
suffering losses themselves and a 
tremendous amount of loss of 
privacy.”

Workers included some people 
who also had been to relief efforts 
in south Florida after Hurricane 
Andrew. Efurd said those vol­
unteers told him they could drive 
out of the storm damage in 
Florida, but on the island there 
was no way to get away from it.

The Hawaii Baptist Convention 

is accepting cash donations to 
assist churches, members, and 
residents of the communities 
where the churches are located, 
Efurd said. “The recovery of 
Kauai is going to be a long-term 
situation.” □

» BAPTISTRIES
r HEATERS, PUMPS 
FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

Cali lor Free 
BROCHURE'

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHA1TANOOGA. TN 37415

Beeson Divinity Schooi
Samford University 

presents

THE REFORMATION: A LIVING OPTION 
FOR TODAY’S CHURCHES

Alister E. McGrath
Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University ,

OCTOBER 27-29 ®

For additional information: 
Dean Timothy George 
Beeson Divinity School 
Samford University 
Birmingham, AL 35229 
Thl. 1-800-888-8266

BEESON 
DIVINITY 
SCHOOL

translation.

THE TIME HAS COME to say it bluntly: 
The Living Bible is the clearest and most 
understandable text in the English lan­
guage. Thirty-seven million readers have 
discovered that it can change their lives. 
It can also change daily Bible reading 
from a discipline to a joy. If you don't 
have a copy for yourself or your children 
(or grandchildren), get one!

The Living Bible . . .
✓ for personal Bible study
✓ for Bible study groups

for church and general use 
for preaching and teaching 
for personal and family devotions

The Living Bible puts the 
Word of God into the pop­
ular language of everyday 
life. It is in the language of 
the people. Only eternity 
will reveal the impact of 
The Living Bible on the 
spiritual life of our nation. I 
commend it to you as a 
valuable tool in Bible study.

Pastor First Baptist Church. 
Dallas. Texas

The Living Bible fulfills its 
promise. The fresh, flow­
ing paraphrase makes the 
Word of our Lord come 
alive as I read it.

Frank Pollard
Pastor. First Baptist Church 
Jackson. Mississippi

Visit the Baptist Book Store nearest you.
Or write or call the Customer Service Center, Nashville, TN 37234. 1-800-458-2772.

Western states call 1-800-677-7797
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w Sunday Schaal lesson commentary
a Benefits through Christ's death — Bible Book Series for October 25
By Mike Kemper, pastor, Green River

As we study this week, re­
member that “justification” is 
God’s declaration that believers 
are made right with God. This is 
the result of the judicial act of 
God on the basis of Christ’s work 
whereby the “account” of every 
believing person is settled, 
“marked, paid in full!”

Paul began “therefore ” (v. 1). 
It is on the basis of our justifica­
tion that our account is settled. 
There are definite benefits to this 
position we have been given.

We have “peace with God.” We 
were “enemies” (v. 10), but “in 
Christ” we have peace with God. 
The sin question has been settled 
and Jesus has paid the debt with 
His own blood on Calvary’s cross. 
We do not like the thought of 
being “the enemy” of God, but 
that is exactly what we were 
before we were saved. As long as 
we remained “in our sin” we were

Zhurch, Waynesboro
God’s enemy and He was our 
judge. When we surrender, 
repenting and confessing our sin, 
we are made right with God by 
grace through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Now we have the 
privilege to know Him as Father.

Next, our benefit is that we 
have “access to God” (v. 2). This 
special benefit is possible because 
of a new relationship we have “in 
Christ.” This honor is reserved by 
God for justified believers.

A third benefit is “hope” (v. 2). 
An unsaved person is without 
hope. A Christian has the gift of 
hope. This kind of hope as used 
by Paul is not merely desire of 
expectation, but complete trust, 
confidence, and refuge in God.

Believers have the additional 
benefit of “daily confidence” (w. 
3-4). Not only is our “hope” for 
the past or future, but we are 
able to have confidence in the 

midst of present trials and trou­
bles of life.

The benefits continue when 
we realize what we have gained 
“in Christ.” Paul’s point was if 
God did this for us while we were 
“enemies,” how much more will 
He do for us now that we are His 
children?! We are “saved” by His 
death (v. 9), and we are saved by 
His life (v. 10)!

God’s children have the bene­
fit of “atonement" (v. 11). Atone­
ment is basically an Old Tes­
tament word and occurs only 
once in the New Testament. The 
word means "reconciliation.” 
Back in Leviticus 16:16 we read 
about the day of atonement. On 
this special day, the high priest 
went to first make atonement for 
his own sins and those of his 
house, then for the tabernacle, 
and then for the people. The cere­
mony included the use of two 

goats. The first goat died as a sin 
offering, just as Jesus died on the 
cross as an offering for our sin. 
Then the high priest went on to 
confess the transgressions of the 
people over the second goat (the 
scapegoat), which was then 
released to bear the sins of the 
people to a distant place.

In the final section of this 
chapter, Paul explained how it is 
that one man’s death (Christ’s), 
can overcome sin’s penalty and 
make us right before God. “As by 
one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin ” (v. 12).

We can all identify with 
Adam. Although Adam intro­
duced sin into the world, we have 
all become guilty and the conse­
quences have been passed on 
from generation to generation 
The curse on Adam is the same 
curse on all men. We are not all 
guilty of the same sin as Adam, 

but we are all responsible for our 
own sin and it’s penalty of death. 
Death is separation. Death is 
both physical and spiritual.

Adam’s sin and our sin contin­
ue to affect us. But in God’s grace 
we have “the last Adam,” Jesus 
Christ, and by His life, death, and 
life again, He is able to undo all 
that the “first Adam” brought

Basic Passage 
Romans 5:1-21

upon himself. There are indeed 
many reasons to become a 
Christian. The benefits are obvi­
ous. God sought to show His love 
to all people by offering peace 
with Himself; access into the 
presence of God; hope for past, 
present, and future; daily confi­
dence in the midst of trials, and 
reconciliation with God. The ben­
efits far outweigh the negatives! n

□ Josiah: King of reforms — Convention Uniform Series for October 25
By Wes Ellis, retired pastor, Forest Hills Church, Memphis

Last week’s study was on 
Solomon, the last king of the 
united nation. After division of 
the kingdom, destruction of the 
northern kingdom, and years of 
apostasy by kings and people 
alike, Josiah arrived as the last 
shining light before the darkness 
of the Exile.

Contrasting goodness 
w.1-8

About 20 kings followed in 
David’s line. Only four were 
given unqualified approval in the 
Scriptures — Asa, Jehoshaphat, 
Hezekiah, and Josiah. Three 
were wholly condemned — Ahaz, 
Manasseh, and Amon. Between 
Josiah’s great grandfather 
Hezekiah and the ascendancy of 
Josiah came two of the worst — 
Manasseh and Amon —with 
more than 57 corrupt years.

Positive influences made 
Josiah what he was. “The people 
of the land” preserved his life 

when the royal family might have 
been killed following the assassi­
nation of Amon (vv. 24-25). 
Against the background of 
wickedness, key people must 
have taught and influenced him 
for God and for good — perhaps 
his mother (II Kings 22:1-2), 
prophets and priests who became 
his advisors, and others who 
were there for him when he 
became king at age 8.

The moral and religious 
decline of his own nation and a 
volatile international situation 
loomed large. But when Josiah 
was 16 he aligned himself with 
the God of David and at 20 began 
to cleanse the nation of paganism 
(v. 3). Powerful people with vest­
ed interests and recent tradition 
on their side must have opposed 
him but could not stop his 
reforms which were carried out 
systematically for at least six 
years (w. 3-8). Josiah was true to 

his knowledge of God.
Condemnation and 

commendation — w. 8-28 
Reform involves the negative 

and positive. During the cleans­
ing of the temple, begun by 
Josiah, “the book of the law of the 
Lord given by Moses” was discov­
ered. This portion or all of the 
Pentateuch had been hidden by 
the priests when worship of God 
was suppressed decades before. A 
priest found it, a scribe identified 
and authenticated it, and Josiah 
trembled and tore his clothes, for 
he realized it spoke condemna­
tion of himself and his people (w. 
14-19). God’s Word is lost if not 
studied and honored.

Josiah then commanded, “Go, 
inquire of the Lord," (w. 20-21). 
The prophetess Huldah was con­
sulted. Discrimination because of 
sex was foreign to the spirit of the 
Old Testament (Judges 4:4; II 
Samuel 20:16). Religious restric­

tions developed in the 400 years 
between the testaments.

Huldah spoke the Word of the 
Lord boldly, pronouncing judg­
ment upon a wayward people. 
But there was a word of commen­
dation to Josiah. God knew his 
humble heart (v. 27); he would be 
spared the devastation that 
would come upon the beloved city 
and nation (w. 26-28).

Basic Passage 
II Chronicles 34

Standing for right 
w. 29-33

Pronouncements of judgment 
did not deter Josiah from leading 
the people to return to the Lord 
and renew their commitments to 
the covenant. What a spectacular 
event this must have been! 
Reform continued, and there was 
also a great and festive celebra­
tion of the Passover (ch. 35).

Josiah did what he could 
against the encroaching moral 
darkness and impending judg­
ment. He stood for right and led 
others to do so. It is written of 
him that “he did right in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in 
the ways of his father Da rid and 
did not turn aside to the right or 
to the left,” (v. 2).

What are some lessons from 
this study? We learned the bene­
fits of Godly teachers, the impor­
tance of deciding for right and fol - 
lowing through, and how the 
Word of God can be lost. But Jo­
siah’s reforms had no lasting 
effect. The direction of the morals 
and religious expression of the 
people was downward. Jeremiah 
commented upon their shallow­
ness (Jeremiah 11). Paul noted 
the disappointments of religion 
without power. But God in Christ 
filled that void (Romans 1; I 
Corinthians 1; Hebrews 9». n

□ Establish worthy priorities — Life and Work Series for October 25
Rockwood
the word contentment. Content­
ment may mean self-mastery or 
self-regard. But Christian con­
tentment is more. Looking out 
only for ourselves, our families, 
and our own interests has little 
if anything to do with Godliness.

Jesus taught money is the 
enemy of true contentment 
(Matthew 6:19-24). Paul echoed 
the idea in I Timothy 6:10. We 
must learn to be content with 
what God has given us and be 
discontent with all forms of evil.

Peril of riches 
w. 9-10

Regarding the peril of riches, 
Paul referred to those who are 
grasping to become rich. There 
are three steps in this grasping 
which produce spiritual decline. 
There is the lure (snare), the 
hurtful lust, and finally the total 
destruction. The words destruc­

By James Hutson, pastor, First Church, 
We continue our study under 

the theme of Equipping Be­
lievers for Breakthrough. This is 
the fourth lesson focusing on the 
idea of commitment. Using I 
Timothy as a Scriptural back­
ground, we have studied com­
mitment which requires making 
a personal response, a commit­
ted life-style, and establishing 
good relationships to things, 
particularly money.

We are a consumer-oriented 
society. Few of us are producers. 
People are not neutral concern­
ing wealth and money. All of us 
must establish priorities regard­
ing money in our lives. To make 
a living and to live a worthy life 
are not synonymous.

Life’s goal —
Godly contentment 

w. 6-8
Twice in these three verses is 

tion and perdition suggest an 
irretrievable loss.

Verse 10 reads, “For a root of 
every kind of evil is the love of 
money.” Money is not the only 
root of evil. Like a tree, there are 
many roots, but the largest root 
of evil is money. Those who pur­
sue money at any cost and by 
any means are deceived. Some in 
the pursuit of wealth have wan­
dered (erred) from the faith and 
in so doing have brought to 
themselves much grief.

Paul’s charge to Timothy 
w. 11-12

There are four strong words 
in verses 11-12. They are “flee, 
follow, fight, and lay hold.” The 
first is negative, the others are 
positive. There is a time to walk 
or run away. It is not a sign of 
cowardice or weakness. It is a 
sign of wisdom.

Then we are to follow after 
spiritual values. Paul listed six 
virtues which are to be sought. 
The word fight means to contend 
for the prize, which in this con­
text is our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Lay hold means to grip securely.

All four words describe the 
active nature of Christian life.
Paul’s advice to the wealthy 

w. 17-19
Paul advised the wealthy that 

there are some things to avoid 
(v. 17): loftiness of mind and too 
much dependence upon wealth. 
Paul offered a commendation for 
all things. They are to be 
enjoyed. Wealth is a marvelous 
tool, but it is a terrible master.

There are also some things to 
seek (vv. 18-19). One should 
seek to do good and be rich in 
good deeds. Real life in Jesus 
Christ does not have to be 

propped up by riches. In fact, the 
pursuit of riches is a real hin­
drance to the Christian life. To 
be able to help others with our 
possessions is a Christian privi­
lege and joy.

The right use of wealth is 
absolutely essential if we are to 
experience Godly contentment. 
Making money, spending money.

Basic Passage: 
I Timothy 6:6-21

and saving money are parts of 
our consumer society. But the 
Christian must always deter­
mine where his or her priorities 
lay. Jesus said, “Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God, and His right­
eousness, and all these other 
things (food, clothing, and shel­
ter) shall be added unto you,” 
(Matthew 6:33). □
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