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Retirements, new faces dominate 1992 news
week's 

news

■ Southern Baptists 
respond to hunger needs 
in Somalia. — See page 
3

national —
■ SBC Cooperative 

Program shows increase 
in December. — See 
page 2

■ Paul Simmons resigns 
as professor at Southern 
Seminary. — See page 
3

state —
■ Tennessee students 

graduate from Southern 
Baptist seminaries. — 
See page 6

■ Chilhowee Association 
volunteers wage war on 
despair by providing 
hope. — See page 7

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflector, 
P. O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024.

By Wm. Fletcher Allen
The calendar has turned a 

page and a backward glance at 
old 1992 will remind Ten­
nessee Baptists of many 
changes.

Retirements, new positions, 
and new faces dominate the 
major news stories for the past 
twelve months.

At the top of the list is the 
change in leadership for Ten­
nessee Baptists. James Porch, 
pastor of First Church, Tulla­
homa, was elected by the Ex­
ecutive Board to succeed D. L. 
Lowrie who resigned to accept 
the pastorate of First Church, 
Lubbock, Texas.

Lowrie, who held the post 
for three and a half years, left 
early in September, and Porch 
took office Nov. 1. He had been 
selected by a search committee 
and approved by the Executive 
Board in a close vote.

R. Keith Parks, president of 
the Foreign Mission Board for 
13 years, retired in October. 
He announced in December 
that he would accept the offer 
of the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship to lead its global mis­
sions effort. The CBF member­
ship is composed of churches 
and individuals within the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
who have banded together to

WMU approves historic plan to enlarge base
By Herb Hollinger 

For Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — In 
an unprecedented vote, the 
executive board of Woman’s 
Missionary Union took action 
Jan. 10 to enlarge its base of 
operations, no longer to work 
exclusively with Southern 
Baptist Convention entities.

Declaring “WMU is at a 
crossroad,” Executive Director 
Dellanna W. O’Brien said the 
action frees up the 104-year- 
old organization, opens oppor­
tunities, and “puts us in sync 
with today’s woman.”

Carolyn Miller, national 
WMU president from Hunts- 
-ville, Ala., likened the action to 
a “giant leap, a giant step, a 
giant direction” in mission 
awareness involvement.

Following the proposals of a 
special committee, appointed 
by Miller in January 1992, the 
executive board took the first 
two days of its annual board 

operate several initiatives sep­
arate of official SBC endeav­
ors.

Several FMB missionaries 
resigned during the year, 
many of whom were working 
in Europe. Some joined the 
CBF, and some of those were 
by invitation. Isam Ballenger 
and Keith Parker, members of 
the FMB leadership in Europe, 
were among the first to resign, 
differing in the way FMB 
trustees were relating to 
European Baptists.

Probably the number two 
story in the SBC was the elec­
tion of Houston pastor Edwin 
Young as president over Jess 
Moody and Nelson Price. 
Young’s election continued the 
more conservative group’s hold 
on SBC leadership dating back 
to 1979. There was no candi­
date from the more moderate 
group, for the second straight 
year.

Also ranking high as a SBC 
news item was the naming of 
Morris Chapman to succeed 
the retiring Harold Bennett as 
president of the SBC’s power­
ful Executive Committee. 
Chapman, also from the more 
conservative group, had com­
pleted his second one-year 
term in June as SBC presi­
dent. He was pastor of First 
Church, Wichita Falls, Texas.

meeting in Birmingham and 
Shocco Springs, Ala., to shape 
the final plan. Divided into 
three sections — a vision state­
ment, core values, and recom­
mendations — the action will 
allow WMUto work with a 
variety of evangelical groups, 
including the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. The CBF 
is a group of “moderate” 
Southern Baptists who are 
critical of the direction and 
conservative leadership of the 
SBC.

However, O’Brien and 
Miller, meeting with media fol­
lowing the final vote, said 
WMU would not promote the 
CBF’s global missions offering.

“We would not be able to 
promote their offering ... it’s a 
step we shouldn’t take,” 
O’Brien said. She called the 
CBF issue “volatile” in 
Southern Baptist circles and 
said it was “ironic that we can 
pray for them but not promote 
their offering.” Officially, she

Nationally, Southern Bap­
tists made headlines as Bill 
Clinton and Albert Gore were 
elected as president and vice 
president of the United States.

Both are members of South­
ern Baptist churches. Clinton 
served as governor of Arkansas 
and Gore, of course, was one of 
Tennessee’s two senators, prior 
to Wednesday’s (Jan. 20) inau­
guration.

Their nomination and sub­
sequent election touched off —See Retirements, page 3 
outcries of opposition to some 
campaign proposals, mainly

KEITH PARKS, who retired in 1992 as president of the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board, spoke at the Tennessee Baptist 
Woman's Missionary Union meeting Nov. 16 in Gatlinburg, prior to 
the annual TBC meeting. He is shown with Tennessee WMU leaders 
Katharine Bryan, left, and Carol Pharris.

said WMU has not been asked 
to promote the offering.

However, WMU will assist 
CBF with missions materials,

On WMU action

TBC's Bryan provides insights
Katharine Bryan, WMU 

executive director, TBC, was 
contacted Monday afternoon 
at Shocco Springs, by the 
Baptist and Reflector.

“WMU of Tennessee wants 
to serve all TBC churches,” 
she said. As a member of the 
special committee, she said 
the meeting was “open, non­
defensive, and exciting.”

“WMU nationally has af­
firmed our 104-year-old his­
torical stance of unwavering 
support of our missionaries 
— who have been called out 
from our churches.

“Tennessee’s WMU exists 
to serve all our churches, to 

their stance on abortion and 
homosexuals in the military.

The November 1992 TBC 
annual session in Gatlinburg 
was another top news story for 
Tennessee Baptists.

Leading up to the sessions, 
there was much discussion of 
an Executive Board proposal to 
cut substantially the Harrison- 
Chilhowee Academy budget, 
the election of the new execu­
tive director, and the overall 

most likely utilizing some 
generic materials already pro­
duced by the missions organi- 
— See WMU, page 2 

train leaders for missions 
organizations, to assist in 
creating an atmosphere 
where preschoolers, girls, 
women, can become aware of 
the world — and to respond 
as God leads them.

“We recognize new oppor­
tunities in a changing culture 
and environment, while hav­
ing potential of expanding 
our avenues for ministry' and 
witness to a hurting world. 
We continue to challenge 
believers to pray for missions 
and missionaries.”

Bryan said all entities 
linked with WMU in any way 
“must fit in our parameters.” □ 
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Retirements,
— Continued from page 1 

election process.
The rest of the story, howev­

er, is that the TBC budget 
passed without alteration, and 
the entire two-day session was 
amicable. Leonard Markham, 
pastor of Bluegrass Church, 
Hendersonville, was elected 
TBC president narrowly over 
Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Church, Nashville.

Newsmaking stories relat­
ing to the TBC included Frank 
Samuels, pastor of Southland 
Church, Memphis, being 
named president of the 
Executive Board, while David 
George, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, was named 
chairman of the Executive 
Committee.

Other top news stories on 
the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention level include:

James Currin, McKenzie 
native and executive director 
of the New England Conven­
tion for 14 years, died in April.

More than 18,000 young 
people attended the annual 
Youth Evangelism Conference 
in Nashville in March.

January was recorded as 
the best month for CP giving 
in TBC history with $3.1 mil-

WMU approves historic plan to enlarge base
— Continued from page 1 
zation. O’Brien said there was 
an urgent need for children’s 
missions materials for the 
CBF. However, she said, the 
CBF’s 20 missionaries will not 
appear in the widely-used 
WMU Prayer Calendar which 
heretofore has listed only SBC- 
related career missionaries.

Both leaders said they 
hoped to continue the relation­
ship with SBC entities, includ­
ing the promotion of the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
Foreign Mission and the Annie

Graham to speak 
at Clinton inaugural
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — South­
ern Baptist evangelist Billy 
Graham has accepted an invi­
tation to offer the invocation 
at the Jan. 20 inauguration of 
President-elect Bill Clinton.

Graham has participated in 
every presidential election, 
beginning with Lyndon 
Johnson, except Jimmy 
Carter’s.

Some pro-life groups, have 
asked Graham to reconsider 
and to withdraw his accep­
tance, but as of Jan. 11, 
Graham was still scheduled to 
participate. The Southern 
Baptist Christian Life 
Commission’s Executive 
Director sent Graham a pri­
vate letter also asking him to 
reconsider. □

new faces dominate 1992 news
State Evangelism Con­

ference speakers challenged 
Tennessee Baptists to be 
strong in evangelism and out­
reach.

The Tennessee/Chile Part­
nership Missions effort began 
Jan. 1. The partnership with 
the Philippines ended in 
March with a total of 270 vol­
unteers helping lead 12,350 
people to Christ.

As promised, after four 
months of study and prepara­
tion, the Baptist and Reflector 
presented a new layout design, 
and began using a completed 
computerized system July 1. It 
was the first major overhaul of 
design and production in sev­
eral years for the convention’s 
official newsjournal.

In late July, more that 200 
Tennessee Baptists met to 
form a local Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship chapter.

New Life Church, Murfrees­
boro, moved into the first 
Laotian Baptist church build­
ing in the state in August.

The Mississippi River 
Ministry began joint work in 
August with neighboring 
states of Tennessee, Illinois, 
Missouri, Kentucky, Louisi­
ana, Arkansas, and Missis­

Armstrong Easter Offering for 
Home Missions, critical to the 
financing of FMB and HMB 
missionary activity. WMU 
receives more than $700,000 
from the two boards each year 
to promote the offerings as 
well as for other projects.

Noting WMU is an auxil- 
liary of the SBC, and auxiliary 
means “helper,” O’Brien said 
she was unsure what SBC 
leadership would do following 
the WMU action (see an article 
on SBC leaders’ responses in 
next week’s Baptist and 
Reflector).

There was virtually no 
opposition to the final plan 
adopted by the executive 
board, which is composed of 
state convention WMU presi­
dents, with state WMU execu­
tive directors invited by Miller 
to participate in the vote.

The plan begins with a 
Vision Statement: “Woman’s 
Missionary Union exists to 
enable churches and believers 
to participate in introducing 
all persons in the world to 
Christ.”

The Vision Statement is fol­
lowed by eight more-detailed 
statements called “Core 
Values,” titled: “Priesthood of 
the Believer, God’s Call to 
Mission, Prayer for Missions, 
Giftedness of Women, Social 
and Moral Issues, Develop­
ment of Leaders, Partnership 
with Christians Around the 
World, and Diverse Organiza­

sippi.
Almost 6200 Tennesseans 

received Sunday School leader­
ship training at seven regional 
conferences in September, a 
record number.

The Tennessee Baptist 
Adult Homes received titles to 
two existing facilities, 
Stoneway Acres in Lebanon, 
and Rainbow Acres in Jacks­
boro.

The annual TBC sessions 
in November had record atten­
dance of 2279.

The Golden State Missions 
Offering exceeded $1 million 
for the first time.

John Highsmith, youth from 
Tusculum Hills Church, 
Nashville, won the national 
Speak Out competition in the 
SBC.

Hundreds of Tennessee vol­
unteers served on the front 
lines in Florida’s massive 
Hurricane Andrew recovery 
program. The work was head­
ed by Cameron Byler and 
Curtis Fowler. More than a 
half million meals were served 
and several buildings were 
repaired.

Other stories making top 
Southern Baptist news:

Lewis Drummond retired as 
president of Southeastern 

tional Models.”
The six action statements, 

called “recommendations,” 
affirm the WMU’s commit­
ment to missions, “the reason 
we exist,” and to “relate to oth­
ers who share our commit­
ment,” and they commit WMU 
to:

■ provide prayer support 
and resources for any 
Southern Baptist group in­
volved in missions, “at their 
request.”

■ produce and market gen­
eric missions education re­
sources for other evangelical 
groups.

■ promote and facilitate 
effective voluntarism in re­
sponse to specific needs.

■ identify one social issue 
each year for specific interven­
tion through national projects.

SBC receipts up in December
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — 
Southern Baptist Con­
vention Cooperative Pro­
gram receipts for December 
were up 3.14 percent over 
the same month a year ago, 
according to Morris 
Chapman, president of the 
SBC Executive Committee.

December CP receipts 
totaled $10,906,778, com­
pared to December 1991 of 
$10,575,202.

Seminary, and was succeeded 
by Paige Patterson.

SBC reported 38,321 
churches.

SBC positions itself against 
church approval of homosexu­
ality and directed Home 
Mission Board to study rela­
tionship with Freemasonry.

HMB announced plans for 
new building near Atlanta and 
elected Ron Phillips, Chat­
tanooga, as chairman of its 
trustees.

Al Shackleford, former edi­
tor of the Baptist and Re­
flector, who was fired from his 
post as vice president in 
charge of Baptist Press, was 
hired as editor of the Sunday 
School Board’s Mature Living 
magazine after 23 months job­
less.

Joel Gregory resigned as 
pastor of First Church, Dallas.

Roy Honeycutt announced 
upcoming retirement as presi­
dent of Southern Seminary to 
be effective Dec. 31, 1993.

Early retirement accepted 
by 159 employees at Sunday 
School Board.

Yes, 1992 was an eventful 
year for Tennessee Baptists — 
and on the Southern Baptist 
Convention level. □

■ accept contributions to be 
used for WMU and related 
missions needs.

According to WMU leaders, 
the organization has already, 
in minor ways, produced 
generic missions materials and 
facilitated mission volunteers, 
i.e., the Acteen Activators, 
teen-age girls in volunteer 
short-term mission projects. 
However, Miller said WMU 
would not sponsor “career” 
missionaries such as done by 
the foreign and home missions 
boards of the SBC.

National WMU already has 
received some unsolicited con­
tributions for its work, 
although in small amounts, 
and though identifying it as a 
recommendation (action plan) 
leaders said WMU would not 
solicit funds. □

“I am encouraged by the 
increase in Cooperative 
Program receipts for the 
month of December,” 
Chapman said. “For the 
sake of world missions, I 
have great hope that in 
1993 Southern Baptists 
once again will establish an 
upward trend in CP giving.”

The 1992-93 SBC month­
ly basic operating budget 
requirement is $11,683,366. 
□
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Paul D. Simmons

Southern Seminary professor takes early retirement
By David R. Wilkinson

For Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Paul 
D. Simmons has taken early 
retirement from his teaching 
position at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in the 
wake of a film he showed to a 
class in December that 
sparked controversy over its 
sexual content.

Simmons submitted a letter 
to seminary President Roy L. 
Honeycutt Jan. 6 announcing 
his retirement effective retro­
actively to Dec. 31.

Simmons’ decision abruptly 
ended a 22-year career as an 
ethics professor at SBTS.

Simmons, 56, has faced 
mounting pressure in recent 
years from seminary trustees 
who disagree with his pro­
choice views on abortion.

The last in a series of at­
tempts to resolve the conflict 
failed Dec. 15 when trustees at 

a called meeting in Atlanta 
soundly defeated a proposal 
from their academic personnel 
committee to buy out Sim­
mons’ teaching contract.

After the closed-door meet­
ing, Honeycutt told reporters 
the trustees’ decision put ef­
forts to resolve the issue “back 
to ground zero.”

Several trustees speculated 
publicly that formal charges of 
dismissal would be filed 
against Simmons in the com­
ing months.

Since that meeting, howev­
er, new controversy flared sud­
denly on a different front. 
Near the end of the fall semes­
ter, Simmons showed an 
explicit video on disabled per­
sons and sexuality to a mas- 
ters-level class on “The Church 
and Sexuality.”

When several students from 
the class registered formal 
complaints, the matter was 
placed under administrative 

review. Before the review was 
completed, however, Simmons 
announced his decision to 
retire.

Honeycutt said seminary 
officials had not requested 
Simmons’ resignation and that 
the formal action under consid-

TV documentary details hurricane relief efforts
Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — 
“When the Storms Passed By,” 
a documentary about Southern 
Baptists’ response to Hur­
ricane Andrew in Florida and 
Louisiana, as well as Hur­
ricane Iniki in Hawaii, will be 
shown on the ACTS/VISN and 
Family Net cable systems Jan. 
30 at 10 p.m. Eastern Stan­
dard Time.

The in-depth report pre­
sents the initial impact of the 
hurricane on the states and 
the ongoing ministry of South- 

eration in response to the 
classroom incident did not 
include dismissal.

“Dr. Simmons has been a 
productive and effective mem­
ber of the seminary faculty,” 
Honeycutt said. “In more than 
two decades of teaching min- 

ern Baptist churches to local 
residents.

The hour-long documentary 
includes a segment on the 500- 
plus construction volunteers 
from North Carolina who re­
built homes in south Florida 
over the New Year’s holiday 
and summarizes the continu­
ing needs in Florida.

Produced by the media ser­
vices department of the Jack­
sonville-based Florida Baptist 
Convention, the program is 
probably one of the “rare occa­
sions” a state organization has 
produced a documentary for a 

istry on this campus, students 
and faculty colleagues have 
admired him for his commit­
ment to integrity, his dedica­
tion to teaching, and his devo­
tion to Christ.” □ 

national audience, said Ty 
Wood, director of the depart­
ment.

Viewers should check local 
listings for viewing times. □

Phone numbers set 
for state conference

The State Evangelism 
Conference will be held Jan. 
18-19 at Belmont Heights 
Church, Nashville. The TBC 
Evangelism Department 
will have an office at the 
church. Phone numbers are 
(615) 385-3872 or 385-3873. □

Southern Baptist hunger relief 
funds used to help feed Somalis

Southern Baptists respond to Somali crisis 
The Foreign Mission Board needs volunteers to work with Somalis 
for two to six months. The last Protestant missionaries were forced 
to leave the African nation in 1979, but recent famine has opened
the way for humanitarian 
aid from Christians. iYEMEN

MALNUTRITION THAT does not kill on its own still opens the door 
lor other diseases to invade weakened bodies. Childhood illnesses 
that are routine in the U.S., like measles, have killed thousands of 
youngsters in Somalia. Here, a Somali nurse, inoculates babies in a 
camp where Southern Baptist volunteers have assisted in the feeding 
program.

KENYA

ETHIOPIA

Indian
Ocean1

gadishu

Funds used:
• $1.25 million for food and 

seeds
• $95,000 to resettle refugees
• $115,000 to help refugees 

to Kenya and Yemen

10 Southern 
Baptist aid 
workers have:
• Distributed food at 

two feeding 
locations

• Helped resettle rural 
Somalis who had 
fled their village 
homes for 
Mogadishu

• Helped distribute 
seed

A RECENT SURVEY by doctors from the Centers for Disease Control in 
Atlanta estimates 70 percent of all Somali children under age five have 
died in the current crisis. The children seen here are still alive, in part, 
because of Southern Baptist hunger relief funds and volunteers who 
have worked alongside other aid groups in the camps
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letters w opinion

■ about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no more 
than 250 words. Letters 
may be edited for length. 
■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason. In­
clude address and phone 
number.
■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or integri­
ty of anyone.
■ Send original copy. Form 
letters and "open" letters 
will not be published.
■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published. 
■ If letter does not con­
form, it will be returned. 
■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are not 
necessarily shared by the 
Baptist and Reflector and 
its staff. □

Strong home ties
I write to express apprecia­

tion for the Baptist and Re­
flector. For several years I 
have received the paper here 
in Japan. I am a native of 
Lawrence County, Tennessee, 
and with considerable interest 
I read the paper each delivery.

Although I have not lived in 
Tennessee since my freshman 
year at Belmont, I count Ten­
nessee my home and I feel that 
all my roots, especially spiritu­

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
January -
14 — Nell Hardy has retired from her work as a missionary 

in Chile. Pray birthday blessings for her as she serves the 
Lord in retirement.

15 — Pray for Betel Church in Concepcion as they plan to 
begin construction on their new building.

16 — Pray today for salvation of Manuel Sanchez in 
Temuco.

17 — Pray for Jeff Melton, Bill Rosenbalm, and David 
Akers of Knoxville as they do construction work at a 
Baptist camp.

18 — Pray for retired missionary Fern Bitner as she cele­
brates a birthday today. Pray that the Lord will utilize 
her skills in retirement.

19 — Pray for these who are constructing a parsonage in 
Castro: James McAfee, William Hall, Danny Lee, Roger 
Phillips, Philip Singleton, and August Vastola.

20 — Pray for the GA Camp being conducted today. Also, 
pray for our Knoxville volunteers serving with the GAs 
and national leaders.

al, are there. I always note the 
reports from the many small 
churches in Lawrence County, 
such as Liberty Grove (my 
home church), Leoma, Loretto, 
and OK where I did my first 
preaching as a high school and 
college student.

I pastor an English langu­
age church in Okinawa. My 
ministry for over 22 years has 
been here to the many Ameri­
cans that come for a few 
months, or a few years, and 
need a strong church.

God’s blessings on your min­
istry there and thanks again 
for the Baptist and Reflector.

Elton Gray, pastor
Koza Church, Okinawa

Coming and going
Mr. J. W. Glass, in his Dec. 

16 letter, is certainly from the 
school of “I’ve seen ’um come 
and I’ve seen ’um go.” Some of 
these pastors may have been 
under the power of God to help 
the situation if not hindered by 
self-seeking men. I have yet to 
meet these money hungry 
“conservatives.”

The pastors I know usually 
have to bring money into the 
issue to support their families. 
Of course the “I’ve seen ’um 
come, and I’ve seen ’um go 
crowd” also like to keep their 
pastors hungry, humble, and 
poor and do all they can to 
keep ’um that way.

No one is trying to scare the 
WMU because of fear of giving 
money. The issue is if the 
money will be spent by the 
national leadership of WMU 
for Southern Baptist programs 
or Cooperative Fellowship pro­
grams?

In closing, in 38 years of 
teaching Sunday School, I am 

sure you noticed the “conserva­
tive” pastor Paul controlled the 
churches through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in accord­
ance with his call to be a pas­
tor. Oh yes, he was also ac­
cused of being money hungry 
and being a dictator.

A. G. Buckles, pastor 
Kingsport 37660

King James Bible
Too bad we Southern Bap­

tists cancelled the convocation 
of the Bible, and did not cele­
brate the great, inerrant, in­
spired, King James Version.

According to Mark Wing­
field’s article for Baptist Press, 
Dec. 16, the English language 
has been commercialized into 
foolishness, ignoring the Holy 
Spirit as teacher.

It is not our business to 
change the Word of God, but to 
allow the Word of God to 
change us.

Many Christians and 
churches alike, fear it, for if 
read, they would become con­
victed.

Within the King James Ver­
sion pages are invaluable life 
teachings. It includes one’s 
soul salvation, and new births, 
abundant lives, healings, abd 
miracles. The list is endless!

School systems dare not 
use it, for in the hands and 
minds of school children it 
would become a potent 
weapon, producing a conduc- 
ible learning environment, 
destroying our present-day 
school system and the hope of 
a future godless society.

No, I do not worship the 
King James Version, just its 
author.

Thelma Sudberry
Shelbyville 37160

Contact committee
I believe a recent “Letter to 

the Editor” seems to indicate 
that there is a widespread de­
sire for change in the process 
for the selection of Tennessee 
Baptist Convention committee 
and board members.

The special committee ap­
pointed to study this matter 
can have a tremendous impact 
upon the life of the TBC in the 
days ahead if it will be sensitive 
to expressions of the people.

I am committed to the prin­
ciple that to the greatest ex­
tent possible, the local Baptist 
church people should have the 
right to participate in the se­
lection of the convention lead­
ership. Those who serve in 
elected leadership roles should 
understand they represent the 
people from whence they come. 
In our association each church 
elects those who represent 
them on the association execu­
tive board.

The present process does 
not allow for local representa­
tive leadership selection in the 
TBC. Rather, a tightly con­
trolled, closed system prevails. 
The selection process must 
change if we expect harmony 
within the convention and con­
tinued support of the TBC and 
its ministries.

Tennessee Baptists who be­
lieve they have the right to be 
involved in the selection of con­
vention leadership should 
write personal letters to Chair­
man Fred Steelman and to 
James Porch, TBC executive 
director.

J. W. Bargiol
Harriman 37748

A giant
No one who has ever known 

or has ever been associated 
with Dr. William L. Palmer in 
the Lord’s work could doubt 
that he is a giant among us. 
Not a giant after the similitude 
of Goliath, but a giant after the 
similitude of David, God’s sol- 
dier/statesman.

Why do I refer to Dr. Palm­
er as a giant? He is intellectual 
and efficient. He has the abili­
ty and the know-how to direct 
a program such as that at 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy.

He has courage and convic­
tion. He is doctrinally correct. 
He is correct in practice. He 
has stood tall and strong in his 
defense of the academy. This 
academy is one in which there 
has never been a question of 
what is taught in the class­
room or the life-style permitted 
on the campus.

He has love and compas­
sion. It takes a big man to love 
while others are resisting the 
call to love and compassion. 
Under his leadership there 
were more than 25 professions 
of faith among the young stu­
dents. This in an institution 
that has for its goal and ideal 
academic excellence and not 
professions of faith.

Dr. Palmer is a scholar. He

Preachers' School 
resumes at HCBA

SEYMOUR — Preachers’ 
School, Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy’s weekend 
study for area ministers and 
ministerial students, will 
begin its third session for the 
1992-93 school year on Jan. 
16. Classes begin at 8 a.m. in 
the academy’s Ogle Building.

This is the third session of a 
new four-year ministerial cur­
riculum.

For more information, con­
tact the school at (615) 573- 
8321. □

has led the school in an ideal 
to reach a high academic stan­
dard and to stand among the 
best and the highest in this 
field.

Young people leave the 
academy equipped in mind and 
spirit to meet the stress and 
vissitudes of this world, and 
prepared to take their places of 
leadership in the world.

William F. Hall 
Seymour 37865

Freedom of choice
What does freedom of choice 

mean? Does it mean that a 
person has the right to volun­
tarily choose to take the life of 
another human being without 
punishment? If so, then our 
prisons are full of people that 
should be freed. When God cre­
ated mankind in his own im­
age, he endowed us with the 
freedom of choice. But he re­
served the right of giving and 
taking life only to himself.

History supports this with 
the giving of the law and we 
honor this as belonging only to 
God by obeying the laws before 
us today. No woman (or man) 
has the right to choose to have 
an abortion. The choices we do 
have are to abstain from sexu­
al relations, use birth control, 
place the child for adoption, or 
to lovingly raise the child. The 
issue is not about abortion it is 
about a sex-crazed society that 
has completely ruled out living 
by God’s Word. When our na­
tion humbles itself and comes 
back to God, this problem will 
eliminate itself. Hosea 5:4 
states, “They will not frame 
their doings to turn unto their 
God: for the spirit of whore­
doms is in the midst of them, 
and they have not known the 
Lord.”

W. Keith Pierce
Sweetwater, 37874

Tennessee pastor 
B.B. Powers dies

Longtime Tennessee Bap­
tist pastor B. B. Powders died 
Dec. 29 in Nashville. He was 
91.

The Indiana native served 
as pastor of Powell’s Chapel 
Church, Murfreesboro, where 
he was pastor emeriuts; First 
Church, Mt. Juliet; First 
Church, Waynesboro; Madison 
Heights Church, Nashville; 
and Fairfield Church, Center­
ville. Powers was active in the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
during his pastorates, serving 
on various TBC committees.

He is survived by his son, . 
Vern Powers, retired director 
of the TBC’s Protection Plans 
Department, five grandchil­
dren, and five great grandchil­
dren. □
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editorial at comment

Presenting the
Since the late years of the 1970s there 

has been a general decline in subscription 
numbers of Baptist state papers.

Along with that decrease in numbers, the 
respect of papers has decreased with some. 
While surveys may prove helpful in discern­
ing causes, seasoned state paper editors and 
other observers point to several reasons.

With the transition from one style of 
Southern Baptist leadership to another, 
many readers may have wanted more than 
could be delivered from the papers. And 
some readers apparently wanted news with 
a certain angle.

As the “split” widened and new leader­
ship became entrenched, two basic “sides”
developed. Each expected 
the papers to espouse nar­
rowed views. Most state 
papers held to the premise 
they represented all their 
in-state Southern Baptists.

This view complicated 
the issue, since it alienated 
many readers. Those with 
allegiance to each “side” lost
interest in the papers because there could 
have been too much news about the other 
“side” and not enough about their favorite.

So-called autonomous papers developed 
with the claim of being “free” and able to tell 
the whole truth. Usually this has meant 
publishing a paper that is anything but 
unbiased, despite well-intentioned goals, 
while denying the validity of state papers.

As this year 1993 begins, we want to 
thank all Tennessee Baptists and others

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile -
A Texas oil millionaire went 

to a dentist who told him his 
teeth were in perfect shape. 
“Start drilling, anyway,” he 
said, “I feel lucky today.”
Take this truth with you -

We are given one day at a 
time. Today’s bridge is the only 
one we need to or can cross 
today. This is the first day of 
the rest of your life. Make it 
count.
Memorize this Scripture -

“My God shall supply all 
your needs” (Philippians 4:19).
Pray this prayer -

Help me live today today. 
Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow is 
not yet here. What I do today 
can and will affect tomorrow, 
but I must do it today. To­
morrow will be good if I take 
advantage of today’s opportuni­
ties and accept today’s respon­
sibilities today. Help me to do 
it. For Jesus sake. Amen. □

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

news, straight, 
who still have loyalty and believe in your 
paper. We depend on Tennessee Baptists for 
support, of course, but we emphasize that 
the Baptist and Reflector is the only official 
newsjournal for our people. The paper is 
produced by Tennessee Baptist journalists, 
loyal to Tennessee Baptist interests.

During this editors five years managing 
the paper, there has never been a single 
attempt by TBC leadership to dictate or in

or otherwise
any way influence the direction of the paper. 
We are grateful and pledge the best paper 
possible for Christ and Tennessee Baptists.

The search for truth is commendable, as 
long as the seeker wants facts from all sides 
of the issue with the goal being an honest 
decision made from unbiased information.

This is your paper, Tennessee Baptists, 
and we lean toward no special interests. □

Sanctity of human life vital issue
Certainly human life is precious, highly 

regarded by the Creator. The Bible verifies 
this truth.

It means that every human life is pre­
cious, loved and nurtured by God, cared for 
with his intense passion, and bound for 
glory from the outset.

John Donne, venerable English clergy­
man and poet of four centuries ago, tied 
mankind together while recognizing the 
independence of each soul and reliance on 
families and friends.

He put it this way, “No man is an island, 
entire of itself; every man is a piece of the 
continent, a part of the main; if a clod be 
washed away by the sea, Europe is the less 
... [therefore] any man’s death diminishes 
me, because I am involved in mankind.” Of 
man’s special existence, Donne says the 
death of any person diminishes the whole­
ness of God’s creation.

Sunday, Jan. 17, is noted on the 
Southern Baptist calendar as Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday.

Of hurricane victims

Volunteers meet emotional needs in Florida
By Chip Alford

For Baptist Press

MIAMI — While teams of 
Southern Baptist volunteers 
continue to help rebuild homes 
and churches destroyed or 
damaged by Hurricane An­
drew, church and denomina­
tional leaders also are begin­
ning to provide programs and 
resources to help south Florida 
residents put the pieces of 
their emotional and spiritual 
lives back together.

It began in early November 
when the Florida Baptist Con­
vention sponsored a spiritual 
retreat for pastors and church 
staff members serving in areas 
hardest hit by the Aug. 23 hur­
ricane. While only a small 
number attended, one pastor 
said it did provide a much- 
needed “breather” from the 
hectic pace of reconstruction.

“The retreat was helpful 
because it helped us focus on 
the grief process, how to get 
through it ourselves and help 
others through it, too,” said 
Charlie Koch, pastor of Cutler 
Ridge Church in south Miami. 
“It was also a chance for spiri­
tual refreshment. With the 
way things are here now, you 
do forget that life is normal 
just a few miles away.”

Not long after the storm, 
Koch started a support group 
for hurricane victims at his 
church. Led by a Christian 
counselor, the meetings at­
tracted a small number of peo­
ple and lasted only a few 
weeks.

“But it was helpful because 
it gave people a chance to vent 
their feelings and frustra­
tions,” Koch said. “I think we 
may have started it a little too 
soon, though. People are still 
very much dealing with the 
physical aspects of the hurri­
cane — rebuilding their homes 
and businesses, looking for 
work. Some people are still liv­
ing without electricity.”

The spiritual retreat was 
just the first step in the Flor­
ida Baptist Convention’s ef­
forts to help meet the spiritual 
and emotional needs of hurri­
cane victims. According to 
state brotherhood director 
Cecil Seagle, a church and 
community ministries worker 
and a Christian counselor are 
being secured to work through 
the convention’s disaster relief 
command post in Florida City.

“We hope to have them both 
working by mid-February,” 
Seagle said, adding the work­
ers likely will travel to differ­
ent areas damaged by the hur­
ricane to meet, work, and

As churches and individual Baptists 
observe this particular day, the significance 
and meaning of the sanctity of human life 
will be kept in focus.

But the sanctity of human life inculcates 
even more than a full life lived on earth. 
When God created mankind, He intended 
for each person to live unmolested by oth­
ers, able to live without fear of being mur­
dered, maimed, or abused.

Children have the right to live without 
fear, worry, or concern about their personal 
welfare. Child abuse has as many victims 
probably as any crime that affects adults. 
Abortion on demand is a critical issue, and 
Ben Mitchell of the Christian Life 
Commission calls it “just the thin end of the 
wedge with respect to the sanctity of life.” 
He adds there are many assaults on human 
life, including euthanasia and assisted sui­
cide.

As Christians we must recognize and 
work for the sanctity of all human life. All 
people have that right. □

counsel with victims.
While providing spiritual 

and emotional help to hurri­
cane victims is vital. Seagle 
said the immediate priority 
remains rebuilding homes and 
churches.

“We have identified 372 
homes damaged or destroyed 
by the hurricane that are 
either uninsured or underin­
sured. If we don’t help rebuild 
them, the people are absolute­
ly going to cave-in under the 
pressure,” he said, adding the 
emotional health of victims 
often relates to how far along 
they are in the rebuilding proc­
ess.

“It really is like moving 
through a grief process. Some 
folks are still very, very' angry 
and are asking ‘Why me?’ 
Others are depressed and frus­
trated from dealing with con­
tractors and insurance com­
panies.

“There are still huge a- 
mounts of devastation here. 
Those that are making prog­
ress are beginning to feel bet­
ter about things.”

Any individuals or church 
groups interested in helping 
with the rebuilding should call 
the convention’s disaster relief 
headquarters at (305) 248- 
7059. □

w one 
word
more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

AUEN

Always two sides
Old books are among my 

best friends. They have age 
and character. Their vintage is 
stirred by the souls of people 
living when the books were 
written.

The authors are the mes­
sengers, telling the story as 
they wish, either factually, 
biographically, or perhaps as 
embellished history.

I haunt antique shops that 
specialize in these wordy 
relics, and investigate garage 
sales and flea markets.

I think any reader of old 
books relish a- 
long with me 
the special 
prizes that 
sometimes are 
tucked be­
tween pages or 
written inside 
the covers, or 
elsewhere.

Occasionally a faded flower 
serves as a tender reminder of 
feelings expressed. A biogra­
phy of Chopin contains several 
penciled notes from a piano 
teacher to his student, apolo­
gizing for not having Chopin’s 
abilities.

These are treasures of a 
sort, remnants of other days, 
reminders of people who were 
once where we are now.

I finished reading a 1919 
western the other night, Silver 
and Gold. One of the last 
pages carried a note from the 
publisher.

There are sides to every­
thing, the note remarked, 
including the wrapper which 
covers every' one of our books.

The note explained that the 
publisher had a book for every 
reader, more than five hun­
dred titles. “Don’t forget the 
other side of the wrapper,” 
said the message, “but in case 
it is lost, write to the publisher 
for a complete catalog.”

It occurred to me that there 
are indeed two sides to every ­
thing, and sometimes more.

The Christian life offers 
excitement and joy. Its oppo­
site, the other side, offers dan­
ger and defeat.

The Christian life offers not 
a cafeteria to suit every' taste, 
but a promise to fit every per­
son’s gifts to the God-assigned 
direction.

In case the message on the 
wrapper is lost, the Author 
can be easily reached. □
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State

Philip Cash 
First Church, 

Trenton 
NOBTS 

M.A.C.E.

John Derrick 
Persia, 

Rogersville 
SBTS 

M.D.C.E.

Jim Myers 
Northport, 
Newport 

SBTS 
M.D.

Charles DeMore
Fayetteville 

SWBTS 
M.D.B.L

Charles Sexton
Farragut 
SWBTS 

M.A.R.E.

Johnnie Watts
Woodbury 

SWBTS 
M.A.R.E.

students graduate from SBC seminaries

Paige 
Rittenhouse 
Knoxville 

SEBTS 
A.D.

Daniel Baird III 
Knoxville 

SEBTS 
M.A.C.E.

Roy O. Collins 
Immanuel, 

Elizabethton 
NOBTS 

M.D.B.L

Gene Gladney 
Boulevard, 
Memphis 

SBTS 
Ph.D.

Laura Griffin 
Knoxville 

SBTS 
M.D.

Jess Love Jr. 
Pastor 

Grandview, 
Nashville 

SBTS, D.M.

Carolyn Postma 
Central, 

Oak Ridge 
SBTS 

M.C.M.

Richard Suggs 
Woodmont, 
Nashville 

SBTS 
M.C.M.

Clyde Ward 
Enon, 
Halls 
SBTS 
D.M.

Carl Creasman 
Athens 
SEBTSt 
M.D.

Lance Robinson 
Knoxville 

SEBTS 
M.D.B.L

Stephen Allen 
First Church, 
Pigeon Forge 

SBTS 
M.D.C.E

Bradley Bull 
Magna View, 

* Talbott
SBTS
M.D.

Michele 
Dickenson 
Dyersburg 

SWBTS, 
M.A.M.F.C.

Randall Fletcher 
Blountville 

SWBTS 
M.D.

Paul Gunn 
Maryville 

SWBTS 
M.D.

Donald Simpson 
Bartlett 
SWBTS 

M.A.R.E.

Southern Baptists’ six 
seminaries held commence­
ment services in December. 
More than 30 students with 
Tennessee ties were among 
graduates of four of the semi­
naries — Southern Seminary 
(SBTS), Louisville, Ky.; 
Southwestern Seminary 
(SWBTS), Fort Worth, Texas; 
Southeastern Seminary 
(SEBTS), Wake Forest, N.C.; 
and New Orleans (La.) Semi­
nary (NOBTS).

Photos and information 
were provided to the Baptist 
and Reflector by each semi­
nary. In some cases, home 
churches were provided.

Abbreviations of degrees 
are as follows: associate of di­
vinity (A.D.); master of divin­
ity (M.D.); master of divinity 
with biblical languages 
(M.D.B.L.); master of divin­
ity in Christian education

(M.D.C.E); master of arts in 
religious education (MA.R.E.); 
master of arts in Christian 
education (M.A.C.E.); master 
of arts in marriage and fami­
ly counseling (M.A.M.F.C.); 
master of church music 
(M.C.M); doctor of divinity 
(D.D.); doctor of philosophy 
(Ph.D.).

The following graduates 
from Southern Seminary list­
ed Tennessee as their home 
state but photos were not 
available: James Beard, 
Chattanooga; Billy Hawkins, 
Smithville; Jerry Rimmer, 
Knoxville; William Chittum, 
Knoxville; Daniel Mynatt, 
Gatlinburg; Greg Templin, 
Lake City; and Bruce Yates, 
Delano. Southeastern Sem­
inary did not send a photo for 
Patrick Kelly of Elizabeth­
ton. □

Connie Bull 
Chilhowee Hills, 

Knoxville 
SBTS 
M.D.

Amy Derrick 
First Church, 

Cleveland
SBTS 

M.A.C.E.

Patrick Milam 
First Church, 
Tullahoma 

SBTS 
M.A.C.E.

William Martin 
First Church, 
Clarksville 

SBTS 
D.M.

Terry Hughes 
Memphis 
SWBTS 

M.A.R.E.

Michael Lusby 
Knoxville 

SWBTS 
M.A.R.E.

David R. Miller

Robert Carpenter 
Memphis 

SWBTS 
M.D.B.L.

Knoxville 
. SWBTS

M.A.R.E.

Danny Milliken 
Gallatin 
SWBTS 
M.D.

James Moody 
Lexington 

SWBTS 
M.D.B.L.

Phillip Nelson 
Rockwood 

SWBTS 
M.D.

Union offers seminary extension classes in West Tennessee
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — Union Uni­
versity will offer seminary 
extension classes in nine West 
Tennessee locations this win­
ter and spring.

Classes will meet for 13 
weeks. Costs vary in each asso­
ciation. Persons interested in 
taking courses should contact 
their local association for 
details.

Sites, courses, meeting 
dates, and instructors include:

■ Covington, “Old Testa­
ment Survey, Part III,” Feb. 8, 
7-9 p.m., Big Hatchie A- 
ssociation Center, Paul Moore, 
pastor, Charleston Church, 
Stanton.

■ Dyersburg, “Dynamics of 
Teaching,” Feb. 1, 7-9 p.m., 
Dyersburg State Community

College, Charles Halliburton, 
pastor, Finley Church, Finley.

■ Bolivar, contact Harde­
man Association at (901) 658- 
9378 for information.

■ Adamsville, “Systematic 
Theology,” Feb. 11, 7-9 p.m., 
Shiloh Association Center, 
Chester Harrison, pastor, 
Butler’s Chapel Church.

■ Dresden, “New Testament 
Survey: The Gospels,” Jan 19, 
7-9:15 p.m., Weakley Associ­
ation Center, Richard Skid­
more, director of missions.

■ Paris, contact Western 
District Association at (901) 
642-4641 for information.

■ Union City, contact 
Beulah Association at (901) 
885-2151 for information.

■ Memphis, “A Study of 
Matthew’s Gospel,” Feb. 4, 7-9 
p.m., Ardmore Church, Wrex

Hauth, chaplain, Veterans 
Hospital, Memphis.

A New Testament survey 
class, taught by Michael 
Moore, began Jan. 12 in Lex­
ington at Beech River Associ­
ation Center.

Courses are open to layper­
sons as well as ministers, said 
John Adams, vice president for 
religious affairs at Union.

Regular college entrance 
requirements are waived for 
the study. Course work will 
lead to a diploma in either pas­
toral ministries or Christian 
leadership, Adams said.

Up to eight semester hours 
in the seminary extension pro­
gram may be transferred to 
Union for college credit.

The classes should not be 
confused with Union’s semi­
nary studies program, which is

a joint effort between the uni­
versity and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville, Ky.

For information on either 
program, contact Adams at 
(901)668-1818, ext. 243. □

James Cooley dies
James Cooley of Chatta­

nooga died of cancer Dec. 30. 
He was 65.

Cooley served as a Ten­
nessee representative on the 
Southern Baptist Executive 
Committee.

A Chattanooga business­
man, Cooley was an active 
member of East Lake Church 
where he served as minister of 
music for the last six years.

He is survived by his wife, 
Dolores, and three children. □
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w Tennessee features
Volunteers wage war

Hope attacks despair at Maryville center
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

MARYVILLE — All the 
peanut butter and macaroni 
was gone from the kitchen 
shelves. The woman in her 40s 
had been hungry before, but 
she had to find help this time. 
The granddaughter she was 
raising was only 11 years old.

She felt despair like an old 
friend revisiting her. Raising a 
child was expensive. The dis­
ability check her husband 
received didn’t cover all of their 
needs.

She had heard the Chil­
howee Baptist Center would 
help her. She and her friend 
found it in the former public 
school building.

There she got food and 
clothes — a good variety — and 
went to a devotional presenta­
tion from the Bible.

The next week she went 
back to a Bible study and took 
her granddaughter. The women 
in the study prayed for her 
health problems. Her grand­
daughter became the star pupil, 
known for her many questions.

Their new friends told them 
about a Baptist church near her 
home. She took her grand­
daughter. She wanted her to be 
around these people. Finally 
her husband even visited the 
church.

When a volunteer at the cen-

BAGGING GROCERIES for about 180 families who receive them each 
month are Wannell Williams, left, a member of Immanuel Church, 
Maryville, and Glen Rogers of Monte Vista Church, Maryville.

Women's Summit set for March 19-20 in Nashville
“Awakenings" will be the 

theme of the Women’s Summit 
March 19-20 at the Nashville
Convention Center.

Sponsored by Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
the meeting will focus on the 
role of women as an individual, 
daughter, wife, parent, em­
ployee, and church member.

Keynote speakers are Nona

TO GET CLOTHES for her children Teresa Ivey, center, discusses her need with center 
volunteer Mary Helen Millsaps, right. Ivey's friend, Victoria Forrster, left, drove her 
to the center because Ivey's arthritus prevents her from driving. — Photos by Connie 

Davis.

ter broke her leg, she substitut­
ed for her. She sorted clothes, 
bagged groceries, and answered 
the phone. The work made her 
stronger. She decided to stop 
smoking.

Her old friend, despair, had 
lost its struggle for her soul.

“She has very little of what 
the world would consider is nec­
essary for happiness, but enjoys 
helping others,” stated Diane 
Landers, center director.

Kay Bickerstaff, minister of 
missions at Wilshire Church, 
Dallas, Texas, and a former 
home and foreign missionary, 
and Sheila West, president 
and chief executive officer of 
ACI Consolidated, Inc. She is 
the author of Beyond Chaos: 
Stress Relief for the Working 
Woman. Camille Simmons of 
San Antonio, Texas, and Letha

“She has a ministry of her 
own,” added Landers, noting 
her new friend helps people 
who would never come to the 
center or church.

Standing in the gap
Landers sees the role of 

Chilhowee Baptist Center equal 
to that of her friend — reaching 
people uninterested or es­
tranged from churches. The 
center is “the closest thing they 
(clients) have to a church,” ex­
plained Landers.

For a lady who is dying of 
cancer, the center ministers by 
encouraging her and delivering 
food. Clients receive counsel 
five days a week. And the chil­
dren who come to Mothers’ Day 
Out call the center “their 
church,” reported Landers.

Needs abound
These people are members of 

about 250 families who visit the 
center each month, she report­
ed. Contrary to the pervasive 
opinion that most of those fami­
lies are abusing charitable 
institutions, Landers reported 
most of the center’s clients are 
“embarrassed to even be here.” 
Many are the second genera­
tion of families she worked with 
as a social worker for Mary­
ville’s Department of Human 
Services. Their struggles

Crouch of San Antonio will 
provide music. A number of 
different conferences will be 
offered.

Registration fee for the 
meeting is $15 and includes 
program fees, conference mate­
rials, and notebook.

For registration and hotel 
information, contact Tennessee 
WMU at (615) 371-2038. □ 

against the “vi­
cious cycle of po­
verty” inspire, 
said Landers.

Struggles
The battles 

against poverty 
fought at the cen­
ter transpire in 
former classrooms 
of the school ren­
ovated by volun­
teers into Aln­
wick Community 
Center. A volun­
teer greets a 
woman on crutch­
es and her com­
panion who enter 
the reception 
area. The woman 
on crutches ex­
plains she has 
rhumatoid ar­
thritus which has 
prevented her 
from working. She 
needs some 

clothes for her children, she 
says. The volunteer pulls a card 
from a file and be'gins ex­
plaining the procedures of the 
center.

Volunteers
In the clothing room, Mary’ 

Helen Millsaps greets the 
clients. Later Millsaps de­
scribed her work at the cen­
ter as important and chal­
lenging.

She has provided clothes 
to people who needed to 
attend a wedding or funeral 
and didn’t have anything 
appropriate to w'ear.

“It’s a joy too,” said 
Millsaps, a member of 
Unity Church, Maryville, 
who works three days a 
week.

Edra and Glen Rogers of 
Monte Vista Church, 
Maryville, work at the cen­
ter two days each w'eek. 
Glen, 78, picks up discount­
ed bread from a bakery’ and 
discounted groceries from a 
local grocery. On just one 
morning he picked up 254 
lbs. of groceries and 50 
loaves of bread.

The Rogers, Millsaps, 
and other volunteers like 
the late Dennis Persons of 
Cedar Grove Church, 
Maryville — over 300 each 
year — make the center 
possible, noted Landers.
They represent the 82 churches 
of Chilhowee Baptist Asso­
ciation, which fund the center 
individually and collectively 
through the association.

For three years
Strong-minded women be­

gan the center three years ago. 
Members of the Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union of the associa­
tion persevered despite a study 

which concluded such a center 
was not feasible.

This year it has an annual 
budget of $18,000 and one full- 
time and one part-time worker, 
reported John Churchman, the 
association’s director of mis­
sions. The center is assisted by 
private donations, such as gifts 
of food from the Boy Scouts, 
and a relief organization which 
coordinates efforts of several 
agencies in the county, noted 
Landers.

Spiritual needs
Physical needs may mask 

spiritual needs. Though Mary­

JOHN CHURCHMAN, director of 
missions, and Diane Landers 
check out some toys in the chil­
dren's room.

ON MANY MORNINGS Edro Rogers 
can be found sweeping the steps 
which lead to the Chilhowee Baptist 
Center.

ville is located in the South’s 
Bible Belt, Landers estimated 
over 50 percent of her clients 
have “head knowledge” of God 
but no personal relationship 
with him. She presents the 
relationship concept during her 
interview of every client.

“That’s why we’re here — in 
the name of Christ,” she stat­
ed. □
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Repaired dam quenches thirst in drought-stricken Zimbabwe
By Linda Gaddis 
For Baptist Press

SANYATI, Zimbabwe — 
What better way can a Chris­
tian prove concern than by 
helping conserve water in a 
drought-stricken land?

That’s what Paul Boone did 
in the Neuso area near the 
Sanyati Baptist Hospital in 
Zimbabwe, a country suffering 
perhaps its worst drought in 
recorded history.

Two years ago, as area rain­
fall already was decreasing, 
Boone, a Southern Baptist mis­
sionary doctor from Texas, 
noticed an earthen dam near 
Gambiza Baptist Church dete­
riorating.

In past years the dam had 
provided a significant reserve 
water supply. But without 

Real Evangelism 
1993 Bible Conference

upkeep it had eroded and 
couldn’t even hold water. In 
years of normal rain, area resi­
dents got along without it.

Boone spent more than a 
year talking to community 
leaders and church members 
until they recognized the need 
to repair the dam, using local 
labor. Eventually the local 
chief asked Southern Baptist 
missionary Nancy Carley if the 
dam qualified as a project for 
“Food-for-Work,” a Baptist 
hunger relief program that 
pays people in food to work on 
community improvement pro­
grams.

Carley, a nurse-midwife at 
the Sanyati hospital, got 
authorization and soon resi­
dents were laboring with shov­
els and other hand tools on the 
dam.

Gambiza Baptist Church 
took advantage of the opportu­
nity. Pastor Darlington Dhli- 
wayo led a daily noon devotion 
and church members had 
opportunities to tell workers 
about Jesus.

Repair work on the dam 
was not complete when the 

time limit on the project 
ended, so Boone and Dhliwayo 
organized a community work 
day to finish the job. The work 
was completed and a thanks­
giving service was held.

Two years later the value of 
the dam is evident. Local resi­
dents have a place to bring 

their cattle to drink and a com­
munal garden maintained with 
irrigation.

When it was time to harvest 
the produce the roles were 
reversed. Local residents held 
a celebration to acknowledge 
the role Boone and Baptists 
had in repairing the dam. □

The Children's 
Home Celebrates 
Sanctity Of 
Human Life..
Sunday-Januaiyl?,1993

The Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Home observes the sanctity of human 
life every day of the year through its 
Alternative Ministry.

To protect the unborn, the Alternative 
Ministry provides support and under­
standing to women in crisis pregnancy.

ATLANTA,GA 
February 10'12, 1993

Plus: Johnny Hunt, Steve Hale, Andy Stanley, Rick 
Baldwin, Fred Wolfe, Phil Hoskins, Danny Lovett, Fred 
Lowry, Ron Phillips, Junior Hill

Music By: Rick Stone, Stone Brothers, Cathedrals, 
John & DeAnna Cahiness, NewSong

First Baptist Churcli <
777 Neese Road

Woodstock, GA 30188

For more information c 
(404) 926-4428 
(Nursery Provided)

A Dynamic 3-Day Conference Featuring Some o( America’* Bert Preackert end Mwncun*__ 
Presented by Badey Smith Mirurtner Smith

MINISTRIES

The Alternative Ministry has a 
mission to provide food, shelter and 
spiritual guidance during this crucial 
time, in a Christian atmosphere. This 
innovative, caring ministry preserves 
life while maintaining the dignity of 
both mother and child.

The Alternative Ministry is one more 
example of Love In Action, at the 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Home.

. Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes
TBCH Central Office 

5001 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN 37027 
615-371-2000

Dr. Gerald L Stow, Presidenl/Traisiim 
1-800424-8591

Residential Care
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TenneScene w the people, their work
■ the work

■ Warren and Ruth Har­
ris, missionary associates to 
Peru, are on the field and may 
be addressed at Apartado 544, 
Chiclayo, Peru. She is the for­
mer Ruth Cobble from Ander­
sonville and Knoxville.

■ Janie House missionary 
to Ivory Coast, is on the field. 
Write to her at 01 BP 6491, 
Abicban 01, Ivory Coast. She

■ David and Mary Shed- 
dan have completed language

BIVOCATIONAL PASTOR OF THE YEAR — Lawrence O. Hudson, right, 
pastor of Monument of Love Church, Memphis, was named an exem­
plary bivocational pastor of the year by the Southern Baptist Bivocational 
Ministers Association during its annual meeting in December in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Four pastors receive the nationwide honor each year. 
Also picutred are Mrs. Hudson, center, and Dale Holloway, left, national 
missionary for bivocational ministries for the Home Mission Board. 
Hudson also was elected a vice president of the association.

When it's over
Rich Murrell, minister of young adults 
Inglewood Church, Nashville

Habits are easy to start and 
hard to break! When we think 
about habits, we usually think of 
bad ones. You know, the ones we 
try to quit, change, or somehow 
alter in our lives. But, you know, 
there are good habits, too. One of 
those good habits is being willing 
to give of your time and finances 
to help others.

At this time of year, we get 
many appeals for help for people 
in need, and we “church folks” 
are pretty good about doing that 
during the Christmas season. 
There are families in our own 
congregation who need help and 
many are responding to that 
even as you are reading this col­
umn. However, giving time and 
finances at Christmas time is 
one of those good habits we 
need to work on the rest of the 
year.

People will not stop having 
needs when Christmas is over. 
Families will have to do without 
some of life’s basic necessities in 
January and every other month 
of the year. So, why don’t we 
think about making meeting peo­
ple’s needs a habit we practice 
all year long.

We don’t have to look very far 
to find folks who need help. We 
don’t have to debate about 
whether there are people in need 
around us. We don’t have to 

was bom in Shelbyville and con­
siders Nashville her hometown.

■ Missionaries to Honduras 
Timothy and Dorcas Patter­
son have completed language 
study in Costa Rica and are on 
their field of service. They may 
be written to at Apartado 3588, 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Patter­
son considers Camden his home­
town.

Tennessee
write one of the mission boards 
or call the TBC to find people 
who could use our help. People 
need us now and all year long.

And, the most wonderful 
thing about this “giving busi­
ness” is that people surely 
become open to hearing the 
Gospel when they have food on 
their table. It is hard to talk 
about the love of Jesus when 
people can’t feed or clothe their 
families.

Let’s begin practicing this 
habit of giving our time and 
finances to help people right 
around us. Our actions will 
preach a mighty sermon. □

Take your time
Pete Mullins, pastor
East Athens Church, Athens

December was a busy month 
and if we were not careful, we 
could lose sight of the Lord and 
get our priorities out of order 
easily. As I consider this fact, I 
am reminded of the time Jesus’ 
earthly parents took him to Jeru­
salem when he was 12 and start­
ed home without him. How could 
they possibly have gone and left 
Jesus behind? The same way 
many people do it today!

The main reason for them 
leaving Jesus behind was sheer 
carelessness. Mary and Joseph 
certainly did not intentionally 
leave Jesus behind. She must 
have supposed he was with 
Joseph and Joseph must have 

school and have arrived in 
Indonesia as missionaries. Write 
to them at Kotak Pos 258, 
Medan, SUMUT, Indonesia.

■ A volunteer mission team 
from Tennessee arrived in Chile 
Jan. 3 to work at a camp for 
missionary children in Temuco. 
Volunteers are Angela N. 
Watson, First Church, Frank­
lin; Marsha L. Crosswhite, 
Tusculum Church, Greeneville, 
and a Carson-Newman College, 
Jefferson City, student; Lisa R. 
McCarter, Buffat Heights 
Church, Knoxville; and Rachel 
A. Ownby, First Church, South 
Pittsburg.

■ A team of volunteers from 
Tennessee churches will be in 
Molina, Chile, Jan. 20-Feb. 1, to 
construct a church. Volunteers 
are Robert R. Mayes, First 
Church, Franklin; David C. 
Allen and Patricia F. Allen, 
Parkway Church, Goodlettsville; 
and Barbara K. Jackson and 
Ricky D. Jackson, First 
Church, Linden.

■ In conjunction with the 
Chile/Tennessee missions part­
nership, a mission team will 
travel to Castro, Chile, Jan. 18 
to construct a parsonage. Team 
members will be James D. 
McAfee, team leader, William 
R. Hall, Danny K. Lee, Philip 
S. Singleton, all of Mount 
Olivet Church, Mount Olivet; 
David Acres, Mount Harmony 

Sampler
supposed he was with Mary. 
They were not delinquent, just 
careless. Often Christians be­
come careless. We just take the 
Lord for granted.

Another reason why they left 
Jesus behind was that they were 
too occupied with other things. 
They were traveling in a caravan 
and as they were so absorbed 
with family, friends, and the 
pleasures of the trip, they trav­
eled a long distance without even 
realizing Jesus was not with 
them. Let’s not be so occupied 
with all the “trappings" of the 
season that we forget the Savior.

Let’s praise God for his un­
speakable gift — the gift of his 
only begotten Son. □

Journey into 
the future
Charles Wm. Brown, pastor 
First Church, Maryville

Standing on the plain of 
Moab, Moses rehearsed the his­
tory of the people of God. At a 
critical point of their nomadic life 
the people had requested help in 
determining their future. “Let us 
send men before us, that they 
may explore the land for us, and 
bring us word again of the way 
by which we must go” (Deuter­
onomy 1:22). Twelve spies were 
sent out to do reconnaissance of 
the land and report their find­
ings. The results were used to 
shape future travel.

Church, Knoxville; Roger G. 
Phillips, Cedar Hill Church, 
Baxter; and August Vastola 
III, Cedar Grove Church, 
Lebanon.

■ the churches

■ Members of Lenox 
Church, Lenox, worshiped for 
the first time Dec. 6 in their 
newly remodeled auditorium 
which includes new lights, a 
baptistry, restrooms, carpet, 
seats, a pulpit, and additional 
stained glass windows.

■ the leaders

■ Members of Brainerd Hills 
Church, Chattanooga, recently 
welcomed Jeffrey Clark as 
minister of music and youth. He 
is a graduate of Southwestern 
Baptist Theologicial Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

■ Wade Smith is the new 
minister of music and youth at 
Fairview Church, Watauga.

■ Homer Salyer is serving 
as interim pastor at Riverview 
Church, Elizabethton.

■ Gene Wood has been 
called as pastor of Stock Creek 
Church, Knoxville. He formerly 
served as associate pastor/min- 
ister of adults at First Church, 
Powell.

w views, insights
It is tempting to ask others to 

test the waters for us. Is it too 
hot or too cold? Some of us yearn 
for such an approach to the new 
year. But it is a luxury that we 
cannot afford. This is not to 
reject sound advice when sought 
but it is to admit that individual 
faith and initiative are required 
to travel the road into the future.

What exactly is new that a 
new year provides? Most of us 
will traverse the same paths, 
motor in the same vehicle, and 
claim the same luggage as previ­
ously. So what has changed?

The value of a new year is 
that it provides a pitstop where 
we can assess where we are and 
where we are headed. We can 
take on new tires. We can receive 
more gasoline and oil. We can 
have the windshield cleaned. We 
can rest temporarily. Such a 
pause gives clarity of mind and 
vision. It also enables one to 
return to the track with renewed 
vigor and determination.

There is continuity and dis­
continuity in launching a new 
year. The difference lies in atti­
tude. Psychologists have lectured 
to us for years that this spells 
the difference between defeat 
and victory.

As we face the new year to­
gether, may God give us courage 
and grace for the journey. 
Whether you receive the yellow 
flag of caution or the checkered 
flag of victory, may you know 
that Emmanuel travels with

60 YEARS PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
— Carl Ownby, right, was honored 
recently by First Church, Sevierville, 
for 60 years of perfect attendance 
in Sunday School at First Church. 
James Draper, left, Baptist Sunday 
School Board president, made pre­
sentations to several perfect offen­
ders. Pictured in center is Lois 
Ownby.

■ the people
■ Poplar Corner Church, 

Brownsville, recently ordained 
Chad Simpson as a deacon.

■ Ron Bowman and Rich­
ard Righter were ordained as 
deacons Jan. 3 at First Church, 
Elizabethton.

■ First Church, Roan Mount­
ain, ordained Mark Guinn and 
Daniel Santiago as deacons.

you. □

The only time
Roland Smith, pastor
Central Church, Crossville

We stand at the beginning of 
a new year. Two statements 
from Israel’s history should 
provide food for thought. In 
Deuteronomy 17, Moses deliv­
ered a speech to the children of 
Israel and a theme looms large 
in all he said about the past 
and future:

“You shall not pass this way 
again.”

We understand what Moses 
was saying, never that way 
again. It is a law of life: with 
each setting sun, there closes a 
door on that day. 1992 is past 
history. We made it what it was 
(for the most part) and we now 
live in the consequence of it.

However, a few' months later, 
Joshua was chosen to lead the 
nation after Moses’ death and 
almost immediately, he instruct­
ed the nation to prepare to cross 
the Jordan River. The instruc­
tion was to follow the Ark ... 
“for you have not passed this 
way before” (Joshua 3:4).

1993 is ahead and no one 
knowrs what it will hold. We, too, 
should follow the Ark, for the 
Ark is an Old Testament picture 
of Jesus. Let’s make it our best 
year ever as we follow him. □
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Networks agree on standards to reduce TV violence
n., o™ temnorarilv exempts the tele- ing medium; dren as victims and the mix- censorship,”
By Pam Parry temporarily exempts the tele-
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Three 
major TV networks — ABC, 
CBS, and NBC — have agreed 
to work together to limit tele­
vised violence, according to an 
Illinois senator whose legisla­
tion allowed the networks to 
work together on the problem.

The results of the joint stan­
dards on TV violence probably 
will show up in programming 
for the fall of 1993, said Sen. 
Paul Simon, D-Ill., who facili­
tated the joint agreement.

At a December press confer­
ence, Simon also announced 
that the three networks are 
calling an industrywide confer­
ence in Los Angeles next 
spring to discuss TV violence 
further. A representative of 
the motion picture industry 
has agreed to participate in 
the meeting, Simon added.

Simon sponsored a bill that

vision industry from antitrust 
laws, allowing the three net­
works to work together on the 
problem of program violence. 
His bill — the Television Vio­
lence Act — called for self-reg­
ulation, not censorship, Simon 
said.

According to the broad stan­
dards, all depictions of violence 
should be relevant to the 
development of the characters, 
theme or plot.

The standards also would 
prohibit:

■ Gratuitous, excessive, or 
redundant violence;

R Glamorous depictions of 
violence;

■ Scenes showing excessive 
gore, pain, or physical suffer­
ing;

■ Scenes depicting uses of 
force that “on the whole” are 
inappropriate for a home view-

ing medium;
■ Replicable or unique 

methods of inflicting pain;
■ Portrayals of dangerous 

behavior that invite imitation;
■ Realistic portrayals of vio­

lence in children’s programs;
■ Portrayals of violence 

used to shock the audience; 
and

■ Gratuitous depiction of 
animal abuse.

The standards also encour­
age portraying the conse­
quences of violence and sched­
uling all programs with regard 
for the likely makeup of the 
audience. The agreement also 
urges caution in depicting chil-

ture of sex and violence.
A statement released by the 

networks said these standards 
are consistent with each net­
work’s long-standing policies 
on violence but now will be set 
forth in a more detailed and 
explanatory manner.

“A free society can solve its 
problems without government

A&O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282
— SOLID OAK PEWS —

PEW UPHOLSTEnV / HEFINIfiHING 
RAPTISTKIES STEEPI-F.fi 

EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE r 
1 (800)523 9058 

NC l-(800)-222-7895

censorship,” Simon said. He
noted the “movie and televi­
sion industries have made an 
impact by dramatically reduc­
ing the numbers of heroes and 
heroines who smoke and drink 
excessively. Now a second step 
forward can be made by deglam­
ourizing violence.” □

Classified

Classified PEWS
USED PEWS (46), like new, fully 
upholstered in red with med. oak 
fin., mostly 8' & 9' Igths. Call John 
at (615)754-5448.

NEW & USED (800) 366-1716

(Ebvcrholtzer

BAPTISTRIESBROCHURE^^ HEATERS. PUMPS

. FACTORY DIRECT
toll FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO 

.>511 HIXSON PIKE * CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

Summer Employment 
Ridgecrest

Baptist Conference Center

Over 230 positons available laic 
May/carly June Through Lite August and 

Labor Day:
Recreation 
DayCamp 
Food Sendee

Preschool
Sound/Lighting
Audiovisual

THE 
CHURCH 
IN THE 
21st 
CENTURY

WANTED, SUMMER STAFF for 
Camps Carson & Linden. For more 
information, contact Grace Dard­
en, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37024-0728, or telephone 
(615) 371-2012.

1993 Church Growth Conference

Join Jock Grohom, Edwin Young, Zig Ziglar, plus 
many other dynamic national church growth lead­
ers for an exciting conference that will help you 
and your church triumphantly enter the 21st 

Century!

TO RE
Col! 800 967-7405 

| Before Feb. 1,1993: $129 

After Feb. 1, $149
Group Discount (5 or more) $99 

i Spouses: $49

Call or write for 
our free catalog

A&O STEEPLES & BAPTISTRIES 
4871 HARVEY RD. * BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NC 27282

March 7-10
Prestonwood Baptist
Dallas, Hf.xas

Fiomthtwofld!
I»f g«t msnufactui er of 
fiberglass church products

CHURCH STEEPLES
BAPTISTRIES
• WAILCROSSES
• BAPTISTRY WATER HEATERS

COLONIAL CONTEMPORARY AND 
(MODERN DESIGNS

ERECTION AVAILABLE
WRITE OR CALL FOR
LITERATURE OR PROPOSALS

TOH FREE XCJSX
1^00-241-3152 fTFA

INNC I»«**«l
1-800-523-9058 X"*-"/

Guest Housing Business and others

Off-dury program for spiritual 
growth and fellowship available.

Must be at least 17 years of age

For more informalion and applications 
contact

Administrative Services Coordinator
P.O. Box 128

Ridgecrest NC 28770 
(704) 669-8022

Equal Opportunity Employer

DO

Christian Friend,

Harold HunterJ. Harold 
Smith

t Steeples & 
' Baptistries

I FIBERGLASS 
SPECIALTIES 

INCORPORATED

Come early to the 
State Evangelism Conference 

for the meeting of the
Fellowship of Tennessee Evangelists

Monday, Jan. 18,10 a.m. until noon 
Belmont Heights Baptist Church sanctuary

□ Great preaching with anointing and fire in an "old time 

revival " atmosphere
□ Gospel music by the singing evangelists 

to warm your heart

Billy Edmonds

You will be glad you came
Sponsored by the Fellowship of Tennessee Evangelists

GISTER
Or Write:
Church Growth Conference
Prestonwood Baptist Church 
15720 Hillcrest
Dallas, IX 75248

CALL 800 967-7405 FOR DETAILS

IAN 
OURS

★ WORLDWIDE FLY & MOTORCOACH TOURS
★ FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 
★ WHOLESALE TOUR OPERATOR

184 esL 
COLORHave you discovered the joy ofl 

traveling with a group of Christian^ 
friends? We'd love to send you a free 
catalog and welcome you to our^^l 
Christian Tours family. 1993 will be our 
17th year of meeting the needs of Christian 
wishing to travel in a homogenous group. V 
only high quality air and motorcoach tours covering 
the globe. More than 25,000 people traveled with 
Christian Tours on 600 tours in 1992, using our 32 
late model Prevost motorcoaches. You MUST

CHRISTIAN TOURS • P. O. BOX 880 • NEWTON. N.C. 28658

Henry 
Linginfelter, 
president

Please send to me or the person named below a 
FREE Travel Adventures catalog.

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY

PHONE

CATALOG

ian people 
>. We offer

have a copy of our 1993 Travel 
Adventures catalog, listing
more than 500 departures tor^<^xV%93 

over 200 destinations.
CALL OR WRITE 
TODAY FOR YOUR 
B^BB COPY!!!
1.800-476-3900

l

STATE ZIP.

a
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wSunday School lesson commentary
Sexual purity— Bible Book Series for January 17

By Bill Wolfe, pastor, First Church, Counce

One would only need to read 
the newspaper, watch televi­
sion, or listen to the children to 
understand that a lesson on sex­
ual purity is one of the most 
needed lessons for today. It 
speaks-to all age-groups.

The 20th century brought a 
whole new set of morals and liv­
ing standards. Our social and 
educational systems make a 
lack of morals acceptable. How­
ever, the principles for sexual 
purity and morality set forth in 
the Word of God have never 
changed and never will.

In Matthew 19 Jesus faced a 
conflict with religious leaders 
concerning marriage and di­
vorce. These leaders tried to 
trick Jesus by having Him 
choose sides in a theological 
controversy. There were two 
schools of thought on divorce. 
One was the school of Hillel 
which said divorce could be 

granted for any cause which dis­
pleased the husband. The sec­
ond was the school of Shammai 
which said divorce could be only 
for adultery. It depended on the 
interpretation of Deuteronomy 
24:1-4. Jesus reminded them 
Moses allowed divorce because 
of the hardness of their hearts. 
Jesus went back to Genesis 1:27 
and 2:24. He taught the joining 
together of male and female was 
God’s work. The warning He 
gave about “let not man put 
asunder” is a reminder that 
man is responsible for the sepa­
ration, not God.

The apostle Paul spoke of our 
responsibility to use our bodies 
as God intended in I Corinthi­
ans 6:13-20. We are reminded 
the Christian’s body, as well as 
his soul, is the property of the 
Lord. Verse 15 says, “Know ye 
not that your bodies are the 
members of Christ?” Our bodies 

belong to Him. The Christian’s 
body must be used to bring 
honor to Him.

The counsel given to the Cor­
inthians in verse 18 is “to fell 
fornication.” One must flee to 
avoid something. It was Andrew 
Murray who said, “The taberna­
cle with its wood, the temple 
with its stones, were as holy as 
all included within their walls: 
God’s holy ones need the body to 
be holy.” Verse 19 teaches us 
the Spirit takes up residence in 
the body of the believer. To 
defile the body is to insult the 
Holy Spirit who lives within us. 
There is no excuse to defile the 
body with fornication. It is God’s 
temple! Paul brought this truth 
home in verse 20 by reminding 
us we were bought with a price 
— Christ’s blood!

To refuse Paul’s encourage­
ment opens us up to every kind 
of sexual impurity. Our society 

is as afraid of what they do not 
know about sexually transmit­
ted diseases as they are by what 
they do know about cancer. We 
glare at people who practice sex­
ual impurity and wonder when 
it will catch up with them. What 
do we do? We must read and 
accept the words of Paul in 
Romans 12:1-2 and encourage

Basic Passage: 
Matthew 19:4-6;

I Corinthians 6:13b, 18-20; 
Romans 12:1-2

other believers to accept this as 
their standard for living.

The wording seems to imply 
a sense of urgency about this 
exhortation on Christian living. 
His appeal to them is done by 
the mercies of God, such as jus­
tification, sanctification, and 
soon to be glorification. We do 
not do things to win the favor of 

God, but we do them because we 
have already received His good­
ness. He speaks of a living sacri­
fice. We hear about people who 
want to die for Christ. But you 
cannot die for someone if you 
are not living for him.

Such is the case in the Chris­
tian life. We are to live for Him 
This sacrifice is to be holy and 
acceptable to God. He speaks of 
this as being “reasonable serv­
ice.” How could we not live for 
One who died for us? This sacri­
fice is followed by service. We 
are not to be fashioned after 
this world, but changed. This 
transformation takes place in 
the mind. It is that renewing 
that Christ gives to us when we 
are saved. The supreme purpose 
of this is to prove or find out 
what the will of God is for us.

Sexual purity is not an idea 
for us to consider, it is a require­
ment by God Himself. □

U The church is for all people — Convention Uniform Series for January 17
By Terry Bradshaw, pastor, Zion Hill Church, Seviervi

We start this lesson today 
with an illustration from the 
business world. A smart in­
vestor will diversify his assets. 
He will not put all his eggs in 
one basket. This assures him if 
a company he has invested in 
declines in value, he will not 
lose his entire investment. 
Learning the art of diversity is 
one way the investor guarantees 
himself a bright future.

Jesus Himself implied in the 
great commission that His fol­
lowers should diversify the 
Gospel. He said in Matthew’ 
28:19, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” Jesus is not saying here 
that we should compromise the 
doctrine to suit the occasion, but 

I the message of His saving grace 
is to be taken to a wide variety

He
of people. We as believers 
should take and invest the 
Gospel in the lives of all people, 
regardless of social status, na­
tionality, or color. These 
thoughts lead us to our lesson 
— “The church is for all people.”

Peter’s conflict
Peter, in chapter 10, had 

been on a successful evangelis­
tic tour. People in Lydda, Saron, 
and Joppa had been saved or 
healed by God’s wonderful 
grace. The message he preached 
emphasized that Christ died for 
all men (w. 34-35). Peter had 
concluded that God was not a, 
“respecter of persons.”

In a perfect world, this would 
have been fine. As you know, 
the early church and the mod­
ern church are far from perfect. 
When word reached the church 
at Jerusalem, the message was 
met with resistance. You can 

hear them now, “We can’t allow 
Peter to continue associating 
with uncircumcised people,” (ch. 
11:3). The church was primarily 
made up of Jews converted to 
Christianity. Many held tightly 
to Judaism, while embracing 
Christianity. These believers 
were known as Jews of the Cir­
cumcision (ch. 11:2). They had 
developed a heretical doctrine 
about salvation and believed 
that when one accepted Christ 
as Savior, he was to convert to 
Judaism and keep most, if not 
all, its requirements.

Satan constantly looks for 
opportunities to disrupt the flow 
of the saving message of Jesus 
Christ. He found this one not on 
the streets of some godless city, 
but in the seat of Christianity, 
the church. He found a crack 
and sought to create a gorge?

Peter’s response
Upon returning to Jeru­

salem, Peter found himself in 
the hot seat. In reality, Peter 
was not to blame. He merely 
acted upon a revelation God had 
given him. In chapter 11:4-17, 
we find Peter’s response to the 
charges leveled against him. In 
verse 4 we find, “Peter re­
hearsed the matter from the 
beginning, and expounded it by 
order unto them.” He simply 
started at the beginning and 
told them of all that happened.

In dealing with conflict in the 
New Testament church, we all 
could learn a lesson here. Con­
flict management starts with a 
willingness to explain and lis­
ten. Both are of equal import­
ance and both were done in this 
instance. There is no conflict, 
doctrinal, personal prejudice, 
etc. that is too difficult if we 

seek God’s wisdom and show 
common Christian courtesy.

Peter’s revelation recorded in 
chapter 11 verifies what Jesus 
taught in the great commission. 
God told Peter to diversify the

Basic Passage 
Acts 11

Gospel. Peter was willing to 
obey the command of God The 
message was taken not only to 
Cornelius and his house, but 
also to the people of Caesarea 
After hearing Peter’s case, the 
Bible says the detractors “held 
their peace, and glorified God. 
saying, ‘Then hath God also to 
the Gentiles granted repentance 
unto life’ ” (ch. 11:18).

They discovered what our 
lesson title emphasized, “The 
church is for all people.” □

U Sexual purity — Life and Work Series for January 17
By Toby Everett, pastor, Walker Memorial Church, Franklin

For three and one half years, 
I had the joy of teaching Bible in 
a Christian academy in Mem­
phis. It was during that tenure 
of service that in one year, three 
teens came to me with confes­
sions of having had abortions. 
These were “good girls” who 
were actively involved in their 
respective churches.

Just a couple of years ago 
while speaking with a friend, he 
shared how in a large church he 
had friends in the adult singles 
department who expressed they 
had no problem with sex outside 
the bonds of marriage. After all, 
they were adults who knew 
what they were doing.

With 1.5 million abortions 
being legally performed each 
year, what becomes truly ap­
parent is the need for a complete 
examination of the church’s 

view of sexual purity. We say we 
believe it, yet I wonder whether 
we believe it.

On this Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday, we are called upon 
in our text to do this examina­
tion. Three truths are pre­
sented.

The start of sexual purity 
resides with God’s creative plan 
of male and female as sexual 
beings. Notice there is the clear 
intention of male and female in 
sexual union.

The Scripture here specifical­
ly states in the joining of two 
they become one flesh. God’s 
start for sexual purity is to keep 
it in the confines of marriage.

Sexual purity is for a three­
fold purpose. It continues the 
race, it is the ultimate pleasur­
able expression of man and 
woman in marriage, and it is an 

earthly illustration of the spiri­
tual relationship between Jesus 
and His bride, the church. With­
in these perimeters, sex is God’s 
special plan He Himself started 
so man might find companion­
ship and human communion at 
its ultimate.

A second truth is that sexual 
purity has a secret to reveal. 
Paul writing to the Corinthians 
instructed them to flee fornica­
tion. The word fornication comes 
from a Greek term that means 
any illicit sexual intercourse. 
One of the greatest biblical illus­
trations is that of Joseph, the 
final patriarch of the Hebrew 
nation. Though often tempted 
by the wife of the Egyptian offi­
cer, Joseph finally realized the 
best way to avoid the tempta­
tion was to run from it. David 
also would have learned a lot by 

remembering that story as he 
looked upon Bathsheba. Had he 
turned and run from the temp­
tation a man would not have 
died and an innocent child may 
have lived.

Our society tells us sex out­
side marriage is just recreation 
and the natural thing to do. I 
agree it is natural, but we are 
bought by the super natural. To 
give in, remain in the presence

Basic Passage: 
Matthew 19:4-6; 

I Corinthians 6:13b, 18-30; 
Romans 12:1-2

of, or put ourselves in a position 
of being tempted only invites 
disaster. Our bodies are God’s 
temple to be a place of holy fel­
lowship, even in the sexual act 

between man and woman.
Last of all, we find that to be 

sexually pure finds success in 
one way. Romans 12:1-2 says 
“Present your bodies as living 
sacrifices.” It truly is a sacrifice 
on the part of youth and adults 
today to “sacrifice” common 
practice for uncommon purity. 
You do that by “not being con­
formed to this world,” but being 
“transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.”

Being informed about the 
consequences of illicit sexual 
activity is so important today. 
Somewhere minds have been 
conformed, “not” transformed.

The church has a definite 
responsibility to provide a haven 
of healing for those who falter. 
We also need to be the voice of 
warning for those who face the 
struggle. □
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tat global/national nev\^s briefs
Clinton appointee 
urged to help 
in alcohol battle
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission has joined 
seven other organizations in 
asking the newly appointed 
secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services to 
make the prevention of alcohol 
problems one of the top issues 
on her agenda.

In a Dec. 22 letter, the orga­
nizations asked Donna Shalala 
to endorse warning messages 
in alcohol advertising and 
increases in alcohol excise 
taxes. Shalala, chancellor of 
the University of Wisconsin, 
was appointed recently to the 
cabinet position by President­
elect Bill Clinton.

“We have pledged to work 
with the incoming administra­
tion when we are in agree­
ment, and we hope that the 
new secretary will be sympa­
thetic to our concerns related 
to alcohol issues,” said James 
A. Smith, the Christian Life 
Commission’s director of gov­
ernment relations.

Other organizations en­
dorsing the letter were the A- 
merican Medical Association, 
American Academy of Family 
Physicians, American Home 
Economics Association, Na­
tional Association of Alcohol­
ism and Drug Abuse Coun­
selors, and the National 
Coalition to Prevent Impaired 
Driving.

All except the AMA have re­
presentatives on the steering 
committee of the Coalition for 
the Prevention of Alcohol Prob­
lems. The CLC’s Smith serves 

The coming 
\ year’s mission 
\ thrusts: 
J working where 

/ few people 
I have heard 
\ of Jesus, and 

^also where 
W people are 
q responding in 
w great 
Mi numbers.

1993 missionary requests: gaining^ 
new gospel footholds
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board has 38 critical personnel requests to 
fill in 1993. Because so many are equally urgent, 
requests are arranged in tiers. Tier I is the highest 
priority with 16 requests; Tiers II and III encompass 
11 requests each. Mission workers also submitted 
477 other requests that need to be filled. A

(BP) Graphic By Marty Croll

on the committee.
The letter pointed out that 

in 1988 alcohol cost American 
society $85 billion, more than 
all other drugs combined. Alco­
hol is responsible for more 
than 100,000 deaths a year, 
according to the letter. □

Seminaries report 
enrollment increases
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Fall 1992 
enrollment for the six South­
ern Baptist seminaries totaled 
10,551, with most reporting 
increases.

At Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley, Calif., 859 students 
enrolled for the fall term, 
roughly the same number as 
last year. The figure includes 
students at the main campus 
and extensions.

Enrollment at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Kansas City, Mo., increased 
from 463 to 472 students.

New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary reported 
a 27 percent increase in enroll­
ment. Total enrollment 
reached 3311 at the main cam­
pus and 11 centers in five 
states and Puerto Rico.

Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Wake For­
est, N.C., reported an increase 
despite its probationary status 
with the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools, one of 
its accrediting agencies.

Enrollment reached 628 
students, with 153 new stu­
dents, officials said.

Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville, 
Ky., had 1917 students as of 
Nov. 4. The number was 
expected to reach nearly 2500 

when all students enrolled in 
Boyce Bible School’s off-cam­
pus programs are counted. 
Boyce provides ministerial 
training for people without col­
lege degrees. Last year’s over­
all enrollment was 2489.

Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Fort 
Worth, Texas, reported its first 
fall enrollment increase since 
1985: 3364, an increase of five 
over a year ago. The figure 
includes students on the main 
campus and off-campus pro­
grams in Houston, San Anto­
nio, and Lubbock, Texas, and 
Shawnee, Okla. □

New items on 
money management 
set for release
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A simple 
plan for teaching Christian 
money management, “Live 
Wisely,” will be released this 
month by the Southern Baptist 
Stewardship Commission in a 
first-ever convention-wide 
emphasis.

The new emphasis and 
materials have been in devel­
opment for two years, accord­
ing to Lee Davis, money man­
agement specialist for the 
Stewardship Commission.

Materials available include 
a “How to Conduct a Live 
Wisely Emphasis” guidebook 
and Five Steps to Successful 
Money Management, a Broad­
man Press book.

The Stewardship Commis­
sion also plans to release in 
January a new set of color 
posters and leaflets on tithing. 
There is a poster and leaflet 
for every month of the year.

“It is one way to help our

BENJI LOTT, a teenager in Columbia, Miss., checks out a display of 
the "24-Hour Counselor," a series of audio cassette counseling tapes 
for teenagers produced by the Baptist Sunday School Board, at The 
Deck, a local restaurant popular with youth. The restaurant owners 
have teamed with First Church, Columbia, to provide the tapes as a 
ministry to local youth and their parents.— Photo by Jim Veneman

churches teach the discipline 
and blessing of tithing 
throughout the year,” said 
John E. Rush, vice president 
for stewardship development 
at the commission.

In 1991, Southern Baptists 
reported more than 15 million 
members, but only 1,575,347 
tithers, or slightly more than 
ten percent of membership. □

James Wesberry dies 
on Christmas day
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — James P. 
Wesberry, executive director 
emeritus of The Lord’s Day 
Alliance of the United States 
and a former Southern Baptist 
pastor in Atlanta, died of lung 
cancer in his home on Christ­
mas day. He was 86.

Wesberry, recently referred 
to as a Georgia Baptist patri­
arch, was ordained to the min­
istry in 1925.

He was pastor of churches 
in South Carolina and Georgia. 
From 1975-1992 he served as 
executive director of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance of the United 
States, an ecumenical organi­
zation devoted to promoting 
the observance of Sunday as a 
day of worship. □

HMB accepting youth 
missions applications
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — High school 
juniors and seniors seeking to 
be Sojourner summer mission­
aries through the Home Mis­
sion Board should apply by 
March 10.

Sojourners are high school 
students who have completed 
their junior or senior year and 
are willing to work six to ten 
weeks during the summer. 
They receive food, lodging, 
and local transportation while 
on assignment.

The HMB also is accepting 

applications for mission youth 
groups for summer work in 
various types of ministry, 
including inner-city missions, 
resort projects, and newer con­
vention areas, said Valerie 
Hardy, associate director of the 
HMB’s short-term volunteer 
department.

Through the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, about 31,600 
students were involved in mis­
sion youth group activities in 
1992, an increase of 1100 over 
1991.

For more information about 
Sojourners or mission youth 
groups, contact the Home Mis­
sion Board at 1-800-HMB- 
VOLS. □

Utah Baptists look 
toward 1998 SBC
Baptist Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Al­
though the Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting is 
not scheduled for Salt Lake 
City until 1998, Southern Bap­
tists there are already looking 
forward to it.

Meeting in Salt Lake City 
“will help us and it will help 
Southern Baptists, if the mes­
sengers are properly trained,” 
said Lavoid Robertson, recent­
ly retired director of evange­
lism for the Utah-Idaho South­
ern Baptist Convention.

Robertson said people who 
want to witness to Mormons 
should know “who you are as a 
Christian and what you believe.”

It also is important to distin­
guish between Mormons and 
Mormonism. Love the people 
without embracing their reli­
gion, he said.

Resources for learning about 
Mormonism are available from 
the Southern Baptist Home Mis­
sion Board in Atlanta. A free 
belief bulletin which highlights 
basic Mormon doctrines and bib­
lical responses is available by 
calling 1-800-634-2462 and 
requesting item 363-58F. □
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