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at this 
week's

news

■ Political unrest forces 
missionaries to plan 
evacuation from Togo. — 
See page 2

national —
■ Masons defend their 

membership. — See 
page 3

■ Oklahoma evangelism 
director admits can­
celling Billy Graham’s 
daughter from confer­
ence was a “mistake.” — 
See page 3

■ Arthur L. Walker an­
nounces retirement from 
Education Commission.
— See page 6

state —
■ A Hendersonville youth 

minister is selected as 
“1992 Youth Leader of 
the Year.” — See page 2

■ Cameron Byler accepts 
award on behalf of TBC 
from American Red 
Cross. — See page 4

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P. O. Box 728. Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024.

2,000-plus churches participate in prayer alert
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Now in its 
second year of encouraging 
Southern Baptist churches to 
pray for spiritual awakening, 
the Watchmen National 
Prayer Alert includes 2,050 
churches committed to praying 
at an assigned hour each week.

“This means 12 churches 
are praying each hour of every 
day,” said Mary Betts, Watch­
men National Prayer Alert co­
ordinator at the Baptist Sun­
day School Board. Participants 
are asked to gather as a group

Changes in journeyman program restore original identity
By Mary E. Speidel 
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND — The South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s journeyman program 
will undergo changes designed 
to restore the identity of the 
original program which was

SBC Cooperative Program gifts 
up in January by 14.4 percent
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern 
Baptist Convention Coopera­
tive Program receipts for Jan­
uary were up 14.4 percent over 
the same month a year ago, ac­
cording to Morris H. Chap­
man, president and chief exec­
utive officer of the SBC Execu­
tive Committee.

January gifts totaled 
$14,292,208 compared to that 
same month in 1992 of 
$12,492,681, an increase of 
$1,799,527.

The 1992-93 SBC monthly 
basic operating budget re­
quirement is $11,683,366. The 
current year’s SBC Coopera­
tive Allocation Budget is 
$140,200,395.

For the fiscal year to date 
(October through January), 
gifts are up 3.91 percent over 
the previous year: $47,764,008 
versus $45,965,592, or an in­
crease of $1,798,416.

Designated gifts also were 
up in January by nearly $3.5 
million. Those gifts totaled 
$21,986,820 compared to 
$18,495,616 that same month 
a year ago, an increase of 
18.88 percent.

The Cooperative Program is 

at their appointed hour, pray, 
and then “pass the watch” by 
calling the church with the 
next hour on the schedule.

“When the churches are re­
ally networked, the relation­
ships they form are unique,” 
Betts said. “In the churches 
where people are able to get 
together as a group, they are 
getting more from the experi­
ence.”

Participating churches 
come from all 50 states, Cana­
da, and Puerto Rico. Texas 
leads all states with 265 par­
ticipating churches, followed 

established in 1964.
Board administrators ap­

proved the revisions Feb. 2 af­
ter hearing recommendations 
from a task force appointed 
last October to study the pro­
gram. The original journeyman 
program was developed to al­
low recent college graduates to

Southern Baptists’ method of 
supporting missions and min­
istry efforts of state conven­
tions and the Southern Baptist 
Convention. □ 

ALMOST FIVE YEARS after being formed as a congregation, members of Eastside Mission, McMinnville, 
broke ground Feb. 7 for their first building. The mission, sponsored by Central Association and co-spon- 
sored by Westside Church, has been meeting in the association's office. Director of Missions Ralph Hoover 
is flanked by members of the mission. The building will be constructed by volunteers from the mission 
and Hamilton County Association. Funds were secured by grants and low interest loans from the TBC 
Missions Department and other contributions. Other churches assisting in the work of the mission include 
Northside, Shellsford, Providence, and First churches of Morrison and McMinnville.

by Georgia, 131, Tennessee, 
121; North Carolina, 117; and 
Alabama and Missouri, 106 
each.

Norma Parlier, prayer coor­
dinator at Highland Church in 
Hickory, N.C., reported: “Al­
though we have to get up 
around 3:30 in order to get to 
the church by 4 a.m., we all 
agree this is a good hour. Our 
prayer time has been a won­
derful experience for all of us. 
The church before us is faithful 
to pass the watch at 4 a.m., 
and the church after us is al­
ways ready to receive the 

serve for two years alongside 
career missionaries.

In 1989 the journeyman pro­
gram was made part of a new­
ly-created International Serv­
ice Corps formed to send non­
career personnel overseas for 
four months to two years. Un­
der that umbrella, it became 
known as the journeyman “op­
tion” of the service corps.

Elements of the original 
journeyman program were 
used as a model for the Inter­
national Service Corps pro­
gram, created to provide a 
more uniform approach to the 
sending of non-career person­
nel. Participants in the jour­

watch at 5 a.m.”
Joe Guthrie of Fairhaven 

Church in Demopolis, Ala., 
wrote Betts to cite “the posi­
tive impact the prayer alert is 
making in our church. We are 
having around 23 people come 
out to pray each Thursday at 5 
a.m. We’re seeing God answer 
our prayers, people are being 
saved, lives are being turned 
around, and the overall spiri­
tual temperature of our church 
is going up.”

Churches interested in par­
ticipating in the ministry may 
call Betts at (615) 251-5037. □ 

neyman option went through 
the same application and 
screening process as other 
service corps volunteers but at­
tending a separate 16-day ori­
entation.

With the latest changes the 
journeyman option will be re­
stored to a distinct program of 
its own, said Wendy Norvelle, 
director of the board's Interna­
tional Service Department.

The journeyman applicant 
must be a college graduate, 
Southern Baptist at least two 
years, a U.S. citizen or perma­
nent resident, have never been 
married, and be committed to 
— See Changes, page 2



wabout 
your 

newsjounal
■ Wm. Fletcher Allen is the 

editor.
■ Subscribe to the Baptist 

and Reflector for one year 
and receive 51 copies. 
Family or individual sub­
scription - $7.50, dubs of 
ten or more subscriptions - 
$7.25, church (more than 
50 percent of families) - 
$6.50. Send check/money 
order to address listed be­
low.

■ To contribute a news 
item, call or write Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor; or 
Connie Davis, assistant 
editor.

■ To advertise - Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor.

■ For billing and subscrip­
tion list questions - Betty 
Williams, bookkeeper.

■ For information about tri­
al subscription plan for 
church or association edi­
tion - Lonnie Wilkey, Con­
nie Davis, or Susie Ed­
wards, administrative sec­
retary.

■ For information about lo­
cal church edition - Con­
nie Umstead, news assis- 
tant/church pages coordi­
nator.

■ For production answers - 
Mary Nimmo, production 
assistant.

PUBLISHER - Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Board. Board of di­
rectors:

David George, chairman; Joe 
Littlefield, vice chairman; 
Lee Barrett, Mickey 
Basham, Wendell Boertje, 
David Crocker, Gary Ger­
hardt, Dean Haun, Diane 
Jordan, Howard Kolb, 
Leonard Markham, Earl 
McCosh, Paul Moody, Don 
Owens, Frank Samuels, 
Mike Thrower, Bobby Turn­
er, and Larry Williams.

OFFICE - Baptist and Reflec­
tor, 5001 Maryland Way, 
Brentwood, Tenn., 37027. 
Mailing address - P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37024. Phone - 
(615) 371-2003. FAX - 
(615) 371-2080.

MEMBERSHIPS - Southern 
Baptist Press Association

POSTMASTER -
■ Send address changes to 

Baptist and Reflector, P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37024.

■ Second class postage paid 
at Brentwood and at addi­
tional mailing office. (USPS 

041-780). □

Printed on 
recycled paper

Youth minister wants
Minister from Hen­
dersonville named 
‘1992 Youth Leader 
of the Year’ out of 
60 nominees
By Chip Alford 
For Baptist Press

HENDERSONVILLE — 
When it comes to building a 
healthy youth ministry pro­
gram, Debbie Harned takes 
her doctor’s advice.

“Doctors are always telling 
us we need to eat well-bal­
anced meals to be healthy. The 
same principle applies with 
youth work. You have to have 
a well-balanced program to 
have a healthy ministry.

“Bible study, discipleship, 
missions, music — all of those 
are important,” said Harned, 
minister of youth and activi­
ties at Bluegrass Church in 
Hendersonville.

From all indications, the 
youth at Bluegrass are being 
well fed. The church averages 
between 70 to 80 youth in Sun­
day School each week and 30 
to 40 youth attend Wednesday 
night discipleship and mis­
sions classes. They also lead 
their own worship services 
once a month, plan their own 
newsletter (the “Fountain of 
Youth”), teach their own week­
ly Bible studies and help orga­
nize a variety of outreach proj­
ects.

“I think as ministers we are 
supposed to be equippers,” 
Harned said, explaining her 
philosophy of youth ministry. 
“I want to work myself out of a 
job by equipping the youth, 
their parents, and our youth 
workers. I don’t want to be the 
focal point, I want them to 
learn to build their own foun­
dation (in the faith).”

Harned may not be the focal 
point in her church’s youth 
program, but she was the cen­
ter of attention in the Novem- 
ber/December issue of Group, a 
nondenominational magazine 
for youth ministers, which 
named her “1992 Youth 
Leader of the Year” from a na­

Changes in journeyman program restore original
— Continued from page 1 
serve two years.

Those stipulations reflect 
several changes, Norvelle said. 
One is that the applicants be 
never-married singles only. 
The original program was cre­
ated for single college gradu­
ates but later evolved to in­
clude married couples. The 
journeyman option program 
also was open to married ap­
plicants.

The move to limit the pro­

tionwide field of more than 60 
nominees.

“Under her forceful, vision­
ary leadership, the youth pro­
gram at Bluegrass Church has 
developed into a prototype for 
excellence in youth ministry,” 
Group editor Rick Lawrence 
wrote about Harned. “Every­
thing about it is strong; youth 
involvement and leadership, a 
nurturing and exuberant envi­
ronment, enthusiastic adult 
participation, cutting-edge vol­
unteer training, experiential 
programming that’s fun and 
growth-oriented, a service 

AWARD WINNER — Debbie Harned talks with a 
youth at Bluegrass Church, Hendersonville.

mind-set, and relational min­
istry.”

Harned said she was both 
shocked and honored to receive 
the award.

“I’m in a profession where 
there are tons of rewards 
(through witnessing changes) 
in the lives of young people, 
but very few awards. This was 
really a surprise.”

She earned a bachelor’s de­
gree in music from Belmont 
University in Nashville before 
going to Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort 
Worth, in 1984 to pursue a ca­
reer in youth ministry. She de­
scribed her time at the semi­
nary as “an incredibly great 
experience.

“Dr. (Wes) Black and Dr. 
(Phil) Briggs (youth ministry 
professors at Southwestern) 
have both written me and tak­
en full credit for this award,” 
Harned said, laughing. “But 
seriously, a large part of the 
credit does go to them.

“I had been involved in 
youth ministry about three or 

gram to singles is mainly for 
training purposes. The revised 
program’s more intensive 
training “lends itself more 
readily to singles,” Norvelle 
said. Training focuses on 
group experiences and doesn’t 
allow much time for couples to 
be together, she said. Married 
couples interested in overseas 
service may still apply for the 
International Service Corps. 
Divorced applicants — who are 
single or remarried — also will

balance
four years before I went to 
Southwestern, but after being 
at seminary only a few months 
I began to feel embarrassed 
about what I had done before 
in youth ministry.

“It was tremendously help­
ful for me to understand the 
big picture of youth ministry 
— the curriculum, the church 
staff, resources, counseling, 
the biblical basis of it — all of 
the elements that go into min­
istry. That’s the kind of awak­
ening I had.”

One of Harned’s innovative 
programs is 
a youth-led 
worship ser­
vice once a 
month. No 
adults are 
allowed in 
the service 
(except for 
Harned) and 
all the coun­
seling is 
provided by 
trained 
young peo­
ple.

‘The youth 
are very ex­

cited about it. We had 10 of 
them who came for training in 
how to lead someone to Christ. 
And many of them who 
wouldn’t feel comfortable shar­
ing their testimony in our reg­
ular worship service have been 
able to do it in these services,” 
she said.

While some of her job in­
volves planning and adminis­
tration, Harned said the part 
she enjoys most is spending 
“one-on-one” time with the 
youth.

Asked if she had any advice 
for her peers in youth min­
istry, Harned said: “I guess I 
would just tell them to hang in 
there. You can’t implement 
everything in a summer or 
even in a year. But if you keep 
building up others, if God does 
move you somewhere else, you 
will have left something be­
hind that will be strong 
enough to stand on its own.” □ 

continue to be considered for 
the service corps.

Another change is that jour­
neymen will be required to be 
Southern Baptist at least two 
years, also a new requirement 
for all International Service 
Corps volunteers, Norvelle 
said. The current requirement 
is that a participant in any 
service corps program — in­
cluding the journeyman option 
— be a Southern Baptist at 
least one year.

Missionaries 
to leave Togo
By Donald D. Martin 
For Baptist Press

LOME, Togo — Southern 
Baptist missionaries planned 
to evacuate Lome, the capital 
city of Togo, Feb. 3 as a deep­
ening political crisis fuels the 
spread of violence and civil un­
rest in the coastal city.

Most of the 14 career mis­
sionaries, their children, and 
three International Service 
Corps workers planned to 
drive to Cotonou in the neigh­
boring nation of Benin, report­
ed mission chairwoman Ann 
White from her Lome home.

Two missionary couples, in­
cluding White and her hus­
band, Mark, of Alabama, and 
Frank and Melandey Dudley 
of Texas and Louisiana, decid­
ed to drive to northern Togo, 
an area free of the unrest. 
They will stay with Southern 
Baptist missionaries there.

The latest wave of violence 
erupted Jan. 30 in Lome when 
government troops looted and 
burned the home of an opposi­
tion leader, according to press 
reports. That same day To­
golese security forces reported­
ly killed at least six people, in­
cluding two foreigners, when 
troops loyal to President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema ram­
paged through the city looting 
homes and businesses.

Missionaries and their chil­
dren leaving for Contonou, 
Benin, include Joe and Debbie 
Moss, from Marietta, Ga., and 
Black Mountain, N.C., respec­
tively; Jim and Donna Shem- 
well, from Gary, Ind., and 
Cold Spring, Ky.; Randy and 
Kathy Arnett, from Oak 
Grove, Mo., and Charleston, 
Mo.; Larry and Martha Pritch­
ett, from Irving, Texas, and 
Longview, Texas; Mary Kath­
erine Campbell, from Abilene, 
Texas; and Paula Settle, 
from Owensboro, Ky, who 
has furloughed in Nashville. 
International Service Corps 
workers Ruby Patterson, 
Asheville, N.C., and Leslie and 
Ronda Brooks, both from Mo­
bile, Ala., also will leave. □

These changes were pro­
posed after the board’s task 
force on journeymen surveyed 
a sampling of Southern Bap­
tists familiar with the journey­
man experience, Norvelle said. 
Respondents included mission­
ary supervisors of journeymen, 
former journeymen, and board 
administrators.

“Overwhelmingly, they (re­
spondents) wanted to retain 
that journeyman identity,” 
said Norvelle. □
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Masons urge members to attend SBC as messengers
By David Winfrey 
For Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — From 
letter writing campaigns and 
special meetings to a call to 
attend the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in 
Houston, Masons are defend­
ing their lodge membership 
and denying any conflict with 
Christian doctrine.

“We are simply trying to set 
the record straight,” said John 
Boettjer, managing editor of 
The Scottish Rite Journal, 
which expanded and dedicated 
its February issue to the topic 
of Freemasonry and religion.

Masonic response comes as 
Southern Baptists await a 
study on Freemasonry by the 
Home Mission Board’s inter­
faith witness department.

Meanwhile, Freemasonry 
critic Larry Holly said he will 
publish his second book on the 
subject, to be available at this 
year’s convention. Holly, a 
Beaumont, Texas, physician 
who initiated the call for a 
study of Masonry, mailed his 
first book to several thousand 
Baptists prior to the 1991 
SBC meeting in Indianapolis.

Holly said his second book 
also will be mailed to HMB 
trustees before they vote at 

their March meeting on 
whether to accept the study by 
the board’s interfaith witness 
department and send it to the 
convention for consideration. 
Holly contends that a sound 
study of Freemasonry will find 
it to be occultic and incompati­
ble with Christian doctrine.

Masons counter that critics 
misquote Masonic writings, 
use outdated material, or ele­
vate one Mason’s beliefs to the 
level of doctrine. Freemasonry 
encourages church involve­
ment, they say, and it simply 
refuses to allow religious dif­
ferences to prevent good men 
from becoming better through 

civic and charitable projects.
“Even a casual perusal of 

these pages should convince 
any person open to reason that 
Freemasonry is not only com­
patible with religion but also 
confirms and complements 
religious faith and church par­
ticipation,” wrote C. Fred 
Kleinknecht, sovereign grand 
commander of the Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, in the 
Journal. The Journal, which 
has a circulation of 550,000, 
features essays and letters by 
Southern Baptist pastors and 
laymen, as well as others such 
as Guideposts publisher Nor­
man Vincent Peale.

Baptist Masons who wrote
in the February issue include 
Baylor University President 
Herbert Reynolds and Presi­
dent Emeritus Abner McCall. 
Essays note that George W. 
Truett, former pastor of First 
Church, Dallas,was a Mason 
and U.S. Senator Jesse Helms 
is a Mason.

In the Journal, two Baptist 
laymen call for Baptist Masons 
to attend the SBC in Houston, 
Texas, June 14-17 as messen­
gers. Masons also have written 
letters to Southern Baptist 
leaders, stating they are 
Christians and see no conflict 
between the two. □

Oklahomans continue to debate cancellation of Graham's daughter
By Art Toalston 
For Baptist Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — De­
bate continues in Oklahoma 
over the cancellation of Billy 
Graham’s daughter from the 
convention’s evangelism con­
ference.

“In retrospect, I believe it 
was a mistake” to cancel Anne 
Graham Lotz, Wayne Bristow, 
director of the Baptist General 
Convention of Oklahoma’s 
evangelism department, wrote 
to some 1,600 churches in the 
state. His letter also was 
printed in the Jan. 21 edition 
of the Baptist Messenger,

Opponents of lifting ban criticize president's stance
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Presi­
dent Clinton’s arrangement 
with the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn, D.-Ga., may have 
bought him some time on his 
plan to lift the ban on homo­
sexuals in the military, but it 

Virginia 'conservat
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — Claiming 
Virginia Baptist leadership is 
moving away from the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
“conservative” Virginia Bap­
tists have voted to form an 
organization to increase their 
fellowship and influence.

The organization, named 
Southern Baptist Conserva­
tives of Virginia, was formed 
to “assist local Southern 
Baptist churches in Virginia to 
win the lost to Christ, to devel­
op believers, and to promote 
missions and evangelism,” 
according to a vision statement 
adopted by almost 700 conser­
vatives Jan. 28 in Lynchburg.

Bill Templeton, pastor of 
Northside Church, Charlottes­
ville, said the move was made 

convention newsjournal.
Bristow wrote he regrets 

“the embarrassment and dis­
traction that has issued from 
this episode.”

Meanwhile, a pastor defend­
ed his stated intention to inter­
rupt Lotz to protest her being 
in a position to preach to men, 
which he believes is unbiblical.

“A generation ago any 
denominational employee that 
would dare to have a woman 
on the program to preach to 
men would have been dis­
missed from his position,” 
wrote Wayne Keely of 
Claremore in a letter pub­
lished in the Feb. 4 issue of the 

did not satisfy many of those 
opposed to changing the policy.

Congressional Republicans, 
as well as leaders of military, 
evangelical, pro-family, and 
conservative organizations, 
decried the president’s Jan. 29 
announcement of a period of 
consultation leading to a July 
15 deadline for a draft execu­
tive order permanently drop- 

ves' form group 
to build “a solidifying organi­
zation” and “to have a more 
influencing vote in the Baptist 
General Association of 
Virginia.”

However, the new organiza­
tion is not a new state conven­
tion to rival the BGAV, insist­
ed Tommy Taylor, pastor of 
London Bridge Church, 
Virginia Beach, who was elect­
ed president. “Some felt like 
we need to make a break now. 
I don’t feel that way and obvi­
ously most here do not. Two 
state conventions is not my 
goal.

Taylor denied that an 
unstated purpose of the SBCV 
is to take over the BGAV. “We 
would organize more only if 
Virginia Baptists continue to 
move from the SBC,” Taylor 
said. □

Baptist Messenger.
Lotz, Graham’s daughter, 

was to have addressed the Jan. 
18-19 state evangelism confer­
ence at First Southern Church, 
Del City. Bristow, in his letter, 
took responsibility for can­
celling Lotz because of Keely’s 
threatened disruption of her 
two 45-minute presentations.

“My intention was to avoid 
knowingly putting Mrs. Lotz in 
an embarrassing situation and 
opening the conference to a 
disruptive atmosphere which 
would distract us from the pri­
mary focus,” Bristow wrote.

He also wrote that Lotz “is a 
godly woman, with great 

ping the ban.
“The political tradeoffs are 

continuing,” said Richard 
Land, executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission.

“Our commander in chief is 
pursuing a policy which is dic­
tated by the homosexual politi­
cal lobby and is opposed by the 
overwhelming majority of mili­
tary personnel. There are good, 
sound reasons of military disci­
pline, good order, and morale 
for keeping the time-honored 
policy in place until now. It is 
disturbing that the president 
would so casually disregard 
these reasons and years of mil­
itary policy,” Land said.

Sen. Dan Coats, R.-Ind., 
leading the Senate opposition 
to Clinton’s position, said after 
the president’s announcement 
of his plans, “It’s hard to con­
clude that this delay is any­
thing but an attempt to gain 
cover in a political firestorm of 
the president’s own creation.”

In his press conference, 
Clinton said, “I don’t expect to 
change my position.”

Coats and other Repub­
licans plan to act quickly to try 
to write the ban on homosexu­
als into law. □ 

courage and a confidence in 
her Lord. She is a woman who 
speaks under the authority of 
her husband, pastor, Lord, and 
those by whom she is invited.”

A few days after that deci­
sion in December, Bristow 
wrote, evangelical speaker Jill 
Briscoe was interrupted by

ABOUT 90 men and women from across the state gathered at 
the Baptist Center in Brentwood Jan. 25-26 for training as Great 
Commission BREAKTHROUGH consultants, a cooperative effort 
between churches, associations, the TBC, and the Baptist 
Sunday School Board to help local churches achieve a break­
through in spirit, attitude, and relationships. Andy Anderson, far 
left, retired SSB employee, led the training. Among those receiv­
ing instruction were, from left, Charles Earl, Rogersville, Kenneth 
Kyker, Johnson City, and Gary Williams, Jackson.

Patterson denied 'watchcare' status
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — A 
request by Paige Patterson, 
president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
for a “watchcare” relationship 
with Wake Forest Church was 
denied by church deacons who 
asked Patterson in writing to 
withdraw his request.

Patterson, acknowledged as 
one of the architects of the 
“conservative” resurgence in 
the SBC since 1979, and his 
wife Dorothy had submitted a 
written request to the church 
for “watchcare” status which is 
a type of temporary relation­
ship primarily for those who 
do not want to move their 
membership.

Keely during the convention’s 
Dec. 29-30 youth evangelism 
conference.

Keely, pastor of Faith 
Church, Claremore, defended 
his position to interrupt 
Briscoe by referring to Scrip­
ture verses in the letter he 
wrote. □

On Jan. 24, however, the 
deacons voted 16-1, with one 
abstention, to recommend to 
the church that the request be 
denied. Patterson and his wife 
withdrew the request Jan. 27.

Concern for members’ feel­
ings and potential division in 
the church w'ere cited as the 
basis for the request, said 
Pastor Thomas Jackson, who 
along with Carroll Trotter, 
chairman of the deacons, 
signed the letter to Patterson 
which asked him to withdraw 
his request.

The letter to Patterson 
ended with an invitation to 
worship at the church “at any­
time, and we would expect that 
our congregation would join us 
in that welcome.” □
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letters n opinion

'Dangerous' 
Conference

I just received a brochure in 
the mail from the TBC adver­
tising a “Volunteer Confer­
ence” Feb. 20 at Belmont 
Heights Church, Nashville. I 
figured it was my duty as a 
good Baptist to warn folks 
about this conference.

If you’re satisfied with the 
way things are rocking along

Nominations sought for openings 
on TBC boards, committees

Guidelines adopted by the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
for the Committee on Boards 
and the Committee on Com­
mittees allow all Tennessee 
Baptists to make nominations.

This form should be filled 
out completely, signed, and ad­
dressed to James Porch, execu­
tive director-treasurer, TBC, 
or to chairpersons of the Com­
mittee on Boards or Commit­
tee on Committees, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, 37024.

Nominations may be made to the Committee on

Boards for the following:
Executive Board_  
Belmont University__  
Carson-Newman College 
Union University__  
Harrison-Chilhowee__  
Com. on Committees__  

in your Christ­
ian life right 
now, don’t go! 

Now, I don’t 
know some of the leaders, but I
do know a couple of them 
birds. One is Jarvis Hearn.

I got him figured out. He’ll 
get the people in a room, tell 
about partnership missions ad­
ventures and the first thing 
you know half of ’em will be 
signing up to go!

They’ll go somewhere like 
Chile and see our Cooperative 
Program at work in ways they 
never could reading about it in 
a bulletin insert. When they 
get back to their churches and 
see the lack of interest in mis-

Deadline for receiving nomi­
nations is April 1.

The Committee on Boards 
meets April 29-30. Temporary 
chairman is William Fox, pas­
tor, First Church, P.O. Box 
192, South Pittsburg, 37380.

The Committee on Com­
mittees meets May 13. Tempo­
rary chairman is Marvin Nail, 
pastor, Whitsett’s Chapel, 
1351 Pleasant Hill Road, 
Nashville, 37214.

Children’s Homes__  
Bapt. Health Sys., Nash. 
Bapt. Health Sys., E.T. _ 
Bapt. Mem. HCS, Mem. 
TB Foundation__  
Adult Homes__  

sions, they’ll cause all sorts of 
trouble. They’ll constantly 
pester their churches to give 
more to missions and take a 
more active part.

Why, they’ll probably even 
expect others to be willing to 
leave all the comforts of our 
country and go somewhere like 
they did! If you’re satisfied 
with things as they are now, 
you’d best steer clear of Jarvis 
Hearn and partnership mis­
sions.

And then there’s that Terry 
Sharp. This one’s a slick trick 
on the part of the TBC. He was 
a missionary in Brazil. He’s 
just running over with mis­
sions and if you get in the 
same room with him he’ll spill 
over on you! He’ll start by 
telling you all about opportuni­
ties that are available in mis­
sions. You’ll learn about all the 
needs and how you could help 
fill those needs. Then he may 
conclude by asking you 
something like, “Would 
you at least be willing „ 
to pray about your in­
volvement in mis­
sions?”

Being a good Bap- 
tist who doesn’t 
want to appear to 
be un-mission-minded, 
you’ll agree. You may forget 
about that promise for a little 
while after you leave the con­
ference. Before long, you’ll re­
member it and to keep from 
feeling like a liar you’ll proba­
bly half-heartedly pray, “Lord, 
if you want to use me more in 
missions service, I’m willing.”

Brotherhood leaders cited for disaster relief efforts

Regional meetings set for committee
The Special Study Committee held its initial meeting in 

Nashville on Jan. 18. It was decided by the members present 
that the committee should hold eight regional conferences to 
provide Tennessee Baptists the opportunity for dialogue.

We believe the convention can be best served by familiar­
izing participants with the present process that is in place 
and exchanging ideas about it. For those unable to attend, 
we encourage you to communicate your opinions in the way 
most convenient.

We will set the dates for the regional sessions in our next 
regular meeting Feb. 11. Times and places will be published. 
We solicit your prayers as we study the issues before us.

Fred A. Steelman, chairman
Special Study Committee, TBC
Chattanooga 37415

Now you’ve done it!
Next thing you know you’ll 

be involved in missions service 
neck-deep to a giraffe. No 
longer will you be comfortable 
with status-quo service. All 
will not seem like enough and 
your friends will think you’re 
crazy when you start using 
your vacation time from work 

to do mission proj­
ects.

I can almost hear
• you as you talk about 
missions to everybody 
at home, at work, even 
at Kroger! You see, you

got too close to Terry 
Sharp, and his love for 

missions ran over on you and 
now you’re looking for someone 
to run over on.

If you’re satisfied with just 
going to church on Sunday and 
supporting missions with a few 
dollars in the offering plate or 
special offering envelope, or if 
you’re satisfied with just the 

warm emotions you feel as you 
read about someone else doing 
missions, then by all means be 
out of town or otherwise busy 
the weekend of this conference!

If you go, God is liable to 
grab you up and jerk you so far 
out of socket you’ll never be 
satisfied until you and every 
other person on earth are in 
his service. And if that hap­
pens to you, don’t say I didn’t 
warn you. I know what I’m 
talking about ’cause that’s ex­
actly the way it happened to 
me!

Thanks, Jarvis and Terry, 
for helping me hear and under­
stand God’s call to me into full- 
time missionary service!

Nathan Holloway, pastor
Wrigley Church
Lyles
This is an unsolicited “adver­

tisement" for a special confer­
ence — and the paper gladly 
endorses it. - Editor

Nominations may be made to the Committee on 
Committees for the following:
Arrangements__  Constitution & Bylaws__
Audits__  Credentials__
Boards__  Historical__
Church Staff Comp.__  Resolutions__

I recommend:
Name_____________________________________________

Address____________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________

Association____________________ East__ Middle__ West__

Prior sei-vice on TBC boards and/or committees

Training, skill, experience which would qualify this person for 
servi c e____________________________________________

This recommendation does not assure nomina­
tion, but it will be given serious consideration. 
Signed Date

Mailing address_________

Phone_____________________________

Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — Brotherhood 
leaders from 28 states, includ­
ing Cameron Byler of Ten­
nessee, were praised for their 
response following Hurricanes 
Andrew and Iniki while cele­

brating 25 years of Southern 
Baptist disaster relief ministry 
at their annual meeting Jan. 
27-30.

“Although we might not al­
ways say so, we are aware of 
hnd appreciate the support 
that the Southern Baptist Con-

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
February -

11 — Reconciliation and healing for First Church, Arica.
12 — Caroline Jones celebrates her birthday as a home evan­

gelist missionary, wife to Archie, and mother to adopted 
Chilean daughter, Elizabeth.

13 — Pray for these two Tennessee volunteers, Terry Brown of 
Bells and Billy Castellow of Brownsville.

14 — Pray that these will be a reflection of Jesus Christ in 
word and deed as they serve today — Wm. Cobb, Bells, and 
Edward Hudgins, Obion, Michael Hopper, Brownsville, and 
H. B. Fisher, Humboldt.

15 — Remember Mr. and Mrs. James Mathias of Troy and Mr. 
and Mrs. Donald Woldring of Hamilton, Mich., as they con­
struct a church in Temuco.

16 — Mary Jo Geiger needs our prayers in special ways as she 
celebrates her birthday today. Due to a medical disability 
she has returned to the states permanently. Pray God’s 
peace for her as she makes this difficult adjustment.

vention provides to us,” said 
Bobby Baines, American Red 
Cross disaster services exter­
nal relations officer. “Hurri­
canes Andrew and Iniki tested 
our resources as never before. I 
want to thank you for your co­
operation in responding.”

Byler later presented the 
award, for Tennessee Baptists’ 
efforts in Florida following 
Hurrciane Andrew, to TBC Ex­
ecutive Director James Porch.

The Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board has the primary 
responsibility for disaster re­
lief, providing funds and long­
term response. State conven­
tion Brotherhood departments 
are responsible for the imple­
mentation, while the Brother­
hood Commission in Memphis 
coordinates multi-state re­
sponses and represents the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
with other national relief agen­
cies.

Thousands have come to 
know Christ in south Florida 
as a result of disaster relief 
ministries, said Cecil Seagle, 
Brotherhood director for the 
Florida Baptist Convention. □
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editorial comment

Opportunity knocks, and it's time to answer
Tennessee Baptists comprise a large 

segment of the state’s population. If all 
members of the 2,900 churches were to line 
up single file, they would stretch from 
Bristol where 1-81 swings down from the 
mountain valleys, head west on 1-40 and 
march all the way to Memphis on the 
Mississippi.

For sure it is a large crowd. It’s doubtful 
if all one million could be squeezed into 
their own church houses. We make up 
about one fifth of the entire population of 
the Volunteer State.

Not all the churches have pastors. The 
number is not precise, but it is likely that 
three hundred are lacking pastoral 
leadership at any given time. Not all 
the churches have staff members to 
assist the pastor. Many of our 
churches, because of size or econo­
my, have bivocational pastors.

While this may be a growing 
trend, it is not the best solution for 
all churches.

Many Tennessee Baptist churches have 
worship places that differ from the pic­
turesque and traditional Old South town 
square edifice — stately white columns 
fronting the splendid brick structure, with 
a stately steeple scraping the sky.

Some church buildings are genuine 
antiques — a hundred or so years old. 
Others are middle-aged, and some display 
the “latest” in modern architecture. There 
are spacious churches, with plenty of room 
to grow into. Others may have just an extra 
classroom or two for its education space.

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile -
The wife, accompanying her 

husband on the golf course one 
afternoon, decided she would 
play one of the short holes. She 
took a wood from the bag. Her 
husband told her she should 
use an iron. “Nothing doing” 
she said. “I’ve been using an 
iron all morning.”
Take this truth with you -

Variety is indeed the spice of 
life. Are you in a rut from doing 
the same thing the same way 
every day? Why not try a new 
approach today? Do it different­
ly! You might find it’s a lot easi­
er that way!
Memorize this Scripture -

“I will instruct thee and 
teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go,” (Psalm 32:8).
Pray this prayer -

Lord, help me examine 
myself and my methods. Per­
haps I’ve been doing some 
things the hard way. If so, 
lead me to change and find 
life is easier by relaxing and 
trying a new solution to an 
old problem. □

Few have family centers (gymnasiums). 
That trend waxes and wanes. Some over­
build, but most Tennessee Baptist church­
es lament their need for growing room.

The churches are located along the high­
ways, on town and city streets. They are 
nestled beside the friendly rivers, huddled 
on the sides of vaulting mountains. They 
are placed strategically in bustling neigh­
borhoods and apartment complexes, and 
others are almost left behind as the people 
move to suburban greener grass.

They are stationed where population 
centers are located, where outreach is 
almost simple. And they are positioned 

where people once were. Some build 
where prospective members can be 
expected to move into the communi­
ty. Others are placed where there 
are no people moving in, but where 
the church is nonetheless needed.

Well then, what do the churches 
have? What are all these congrega­
tions about? What is their past, and

what does the future hold?
Tennessee Baptists are placed strategi­

cally on the map of the United States. More 
specifically, we are placed uniquely on 
God’s map — spiritually. Geography is 
important, of course, but geography alone 
is not what has made this a state of volun­
teers.

Historically, Tennessee Baptists often 
have buttressed the work of the Lord 
among Southern Baptists and in our own 
convention. We have provided leadership 
and much-needed strength of character in

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

'Walking in newness of life'
By Louis Moore
Christian Life Commission

When we accept Jesus 
Christ as our Savior and Lord, 
something happens inside us 
that makes us different people. 
Our ethical behavior changes 
as his spiritual power takes 
control of our lives.

Paul described this trans­
formation as walking in the 
newness of life.

Before we are able to walk 
in this new way, we must con­
front the Living Christ person 
to person in a conversion expe­
rience. No person can inter­
cede for us; our baptism does 
not take the place of 
this encounter. Our 
baptism by immer­
sion is an outward 
sign of what hap­
pens inside us. Paul 
says the act of bap­
tism is symbolically 
like the death, burial, and res­
urrection of Christ. Baptism 
then symbolizes the regenera­
tion that occurs inside us.

But what does it mean to 
“walk in the newness of life?”

Just as Jesus was trans­
formed after the resurrection, 
we too change in word and 
deed. We begin to live as new 
people in a new way of life.

Paul’s use of the word 
“walk” is significant. Walking 
requires effort on our part. We 
willfully get up and take steps.

In the same way, when we 
walk spiritually, we must do 
more than merely stand there. 
We make a conscious decision 
to take the steps that lead to 
spiritual maturity. We decide 
to go to church each Sunday 
and each Wednesday night 
and at other times. We make 
the decision to read our Bibles. 
We develop a deep and abiding 
prayer life by consciously 
learning how to pray and then 
by praying privately and pub­
licly.

Observe 
Race Relations Sunday 

Feb. 14

One of the many ways we 
walk in newness of life is seen 
in how we relate to other peo­
ple. The Bible is clear about 
how we are to treat others. If 
we act rudely and treat others 
as less than God-created indi­
viduals, or with contempt or 
hatred in our hearts, we do not 
exemplify God.

Walking in newness of life 
includes choosing to react to

times of stress and ordinary days.
But Tennessee Baptists are an extraor­

dinary people. From the mountains to the 
Mississippi, frontier-type people are used 
to hard work, and we can disciple those 
who aren’t. Our heritage begs for growth in 
the power of the sent Holy Spirit.

In these early weeks of 1993, the 
promising months and years ahead bear 
close scrutiny. What we do as a convention 
this year may set the agenda for the next 
decade, taking us well into the 21st centu­
ry. It’s time to march.

Tennessee Baptists have new leader­
ship, and new leadership always provides 
opportunity for elevated servanthood, 
broader horizons, and brighter visions for 
reaching people for Christ. What should be 
done on the home front? Some ideas:

Develop a spirit of cooperation and har­
mony while recognizing local church and 
association al autonomy.

Go and reach all people — all races and 
ages, every economic strata, all spiritual 
and physical conditions, all for Christ.

Strengthen ties with mission points 
such as Michigan and Chile, and every 
place where Tennessee volunteers serve.

Build WMU, Brotherhood, Sunday 
School, Disciplqghip, education, and care 
for children, adults, and general health. 
See these assignments as loving care.

Trust God to provide what he needs to 
work through his people in Tennessee, to 
claim the state for Christ. □

others out of the realization 
that they too were created by 
God and in the image of God. 
That image is not limited by 
any of the physical character­
istics that distinguish people. 
All people, regardless of what 
they look like, are God’s cre­
ation and trace their origins to 
the first parents.

Southern Baptists have 
observed Races Relations 
Sunday for 26 years in order to 
remind ourselves that color of 
skin should never be a barrier 
to relationships for people who 
claim Jesus Christ as Savior 
and Lord. God created and 
loves people of all colors. 
Churches should be places for 
people of all colors.

As we walk today in the 
newness of the life that Jesus 
has given us, let us continue to 
strive to treat all people, with­
out regard to skin color or any 
of the other distinguishing 
physical characteristics, as 
God would have us.

Editorial update
In case you were wondering, 

the last line of last week’s edi­
torial was inadvertently left 
out. The last sentence was:

Christ’s love propels us 
upward in a true partnership, 
with himself at the center. □

w one 
word
more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

And now, the news
Erwin McDonald, editor 

emeritus of the Arkansas 
Baptist, tells a priceless story 
about how he was once “put in 
his place.”

He was visiting a meeting of 
an Arkansas association.

In wrapping up his brief 
message, he referred to his 
involvement in page makeup. 
“Among other things, I help 
make up the pages,” he told the 
messengers.

It took only a moment for a 
gentleman to bolt upright from 
his seat to remark, “I already 
knew some- —zr""  
body was mak- 
ing up all that 
stuff you’ve 
been printing!”---------------y
I suppose when 
the applause dgntiyf 
subsided, |BW Is 
Erwin set him ALLEN 
straight

All the Baptist state papers 
I know about are careful in de­
ciding news content, quality of 
the news, and source reliability.

Other rules are applied, 
such as news value, whether 
the story edifies, is needed, and 
whether it presents the facts 
for readers. Like the readers, 
we don’t agree with all of it.

We get much advice from 
unqualified sources. We’ve 
learned it is okay to strike 
nerves sometimes. Complacen­
cy is not a virtue.

Here at the Baptist and 
Reflector, we know this paper 
belongs to Tennessee Baptists. 
We are your editors and handle 
with care the trust and respon­
sibility that comes with the 
assignment.

Where do we get the news 
that you read? Most news 
comes from Tennessee Baptist 
churches and people — and we 
never have too much of it.

We rely on Baptist Press as 
a major source of SBC news, 
and ABP also sends many 
items, as do other papers. We 
don’t deal with rumors and gos­
sip, so we won’t use what we 
hear in the hallways!

Baptist institutions, com­
missions, seminaries, agencies 
give us facts about their work.

Of course we write most of 
our own stories, depending on 
you to give us tips. Baptists in 
Tennessee are busy people, and 
we are satisfied with our role 
as your newspaper. We like to 
tell the Good News. □
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Education Commission leader sets September retirement date
which will be published inBaptist Press

NASHVILLE — Arthur L. 
Walker Jr., executive director 
of the Southern Baptist Edu­
cation Commission since 1978, 
has announced he will retire

WALKER

Sept. 1.
Walker also 

will retire as 
executive sec­
retary of the 
Southern 
Baptist Com­
mission on the 
American 
Baptist Theo­

logical Seminary which, along

Classified 

with the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc., oper­
ates American Baptist College 
in Nashville, a four-year Bible 
college established to provide 
education primarily for black 
church leaders.

Walker, who will be 67 in 
April, is the longest-tenured 
director in the Education Com­
mission’s history. The commis­
sion promotes and supports 
the work of 71 Southern

Classified
USED PEWS (46), like new, fully 
upholstered in red with med. oak 
fin., mostly 8' & 9' Igths. Call John 
at (615) 754-5448.

Baptist-related seminaries, 
universities, colleges, Bible col­
leges, and academies. He also 
serves as executive secretary of 
the Association of Southern 
Baptist Colleges and Schools.

Last June, the Education 
Commission gave Walker the 
Charles D Johnson Award 
which is given annually to a 

person who has made a signifi­
cant contribution to Southern 
Baptist higher education.

Walker also is an authority 
in parliamentary procedure 
and has served as parliamen­
tarian for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention. He has 
just finished a new book 
Southern Baptist Trusteeship 

conjunction with Seminary, 
College, and School Day.

The Birmingham, Ala., 
native formerly was vice presi­
dent for student affairs at 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, and was 
on the faculty of Samford Uni­
versity for many years. □

BALDWIN ORGAN: Model 635 for 
church or home; excellent condi­
tion; ext. speakers; Day: (502) 
897-4153

A&O CHURCH FURNITURE
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JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282
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Homes
■Becky France...

Social Counselor, Tennessee 
Department of Human Services

"David's mom is mentally retarded and unable 
to care for him.

By age 13, he had been bounced from town to 
town and home to home for seven years before he 
came to the Tennessee Baptist Chiloren's Home.

The houseparent I called wanted to know all 
about David and he really listened to me. We 
decided that the structure and love David would 
receive from the Children's Home was just what 
he needed. We also knew that living in the same 
town as his mother would do wonders.

TAX SEMINAR
Free information

%
His heart went out to David, and so did 
his prayers.

It worked. While David was at the Children’s 
Home, he accepted Christ and was baptized.

FOR:
• Ministers and church 

staff members
• Church treasurers, 

personnel, budget, finance 
committee members

• Accountants and tax 
return specialists who pre­
pare ministers' tax returns; 
and

• Anyone who is inter­
ested.

PRESENTED BY:
A representative from 

the Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Con­
vention

RESERVATIONS 
NOT REQUIRED:

Call (615) 371-2009 for 
more information.

DATES AND 
LOCATIONS:

• Tuesday, Feb. 16, 
Memphis, National Avenue 
Church

• Monday, Feb. 22, 
Johnson City, Holston 
Association office

• Tuesday, Feb. 23, 
Jefferson City, Carson- 
Newman College

• Wednesday, Feb. 24, 
TBC Baptist Center, Brent­
wood

• Thursday, Feb. 25, 
Jackson, Union University, 
Coburn Dining Room 
^TIME:

All sessions begin at 
10 a.m. and dismiss at 
noon

Iglgt

Best of all, David now has a rewarding 
relationship with his mother because of the work 
the people at the home did to reunite the two.

They do care. Otherwise, they wouldn't be 
doing what they're doing."

TBCH Central Office 
5001 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN 37027 

615-371-2000 
1-80062^8591

Dr. Gerald L Stow, President/Treusurer

SPONSORED BY: 
Protection Plans Department 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Gary Rickman, director

Children
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Sunday Schaal lesson commentary
U Laments concerning enemies — Bible Book Series for February J4
By Bill Wolfe, pastor, First Church, Counce

The question is not, “Do I 
have an enemy?,” but “How 
many enemies do I have?” In 25 
years of ministry, I have not 
been able to please everyone. 
At times, people have become 
angry and dissatisfied with me. 
I know that Jesus had enemies. 
I also know you cannot serve 
Christ without having enemies. 
But the hurt is still there.

When I think about the fact 
that I have enemies, I must re­
member the words of Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount. Take 
time to read Matthew 5-7 and 
notice how Jesus says we ought 
to treat those that do not like 
us. Let Matthew 5:44 be a 
guide for your treatment of 
your enemies.

The Psalms that we will 
study in our lesson this week 
gives us some harsh sayings.

I. Psalm 58
Psalm 58 was probably writ­

ten at the time Saul began to 
have malice against David. We 

know Saul was jealous of David 
and that this led to some of his 
ill-feelings.

David charges the judges in 
this psalm with being unjust. 
He accuses them of being cor­
rupt in their government deal­
ings and in their very nature. 
They would not protect those 
who were innocent. They had 
judged unrighteously. Their 
very nature had become one of 
wickedness and violence. They 
did all of the violence and in­
jury they could to help them­
selves and to avenge how they 
felt about others.

The wickedness of their na­
ture is seen in the phrase, “es­
tranged from the womb and 
alienated from the divine life.” 
Two areas of their corrupted 
nature are seen: (1) lying — v. 
3; (2) malice — vv. 4-5. .

In Psalm 58:6-11, David 
writes against his enemies. No­
tice what he prays: (1) they 
might be disabled from doing 

further mischief — v. 6; (2) they 
might be disappointed in the 
plots they had already laid — v. 
7; (3) they and their interest 
might waste away and come to 
nothing — v. 8.

He doesn’t pray for them to 
die, but that they might treat 
others better while they are 
alive. He does not want them to 
come near their mark. He clos­
es this psalm by predicting 
their ruin and final fall in vers­
es 9-11.

II. Psalm 83
Psalm 83 is a cry for deliver­

ance. Ten nations had made a 
coalition and their purpose was 
to destroy Israel. These nations 
hated Israel for their worship of 
God. Because of this condition 
the cry comes in verse 1, “Keep 
not thou silence, 0 God!”

There are times that God 
holds his peace. But remember 
that God always knows where 
his children are. The psalmist 
prays for the destruction of 

these forces and tells it.
He prays first of all for their 

destruction to be like the Mi di­
anites at the hands of Gideon. 
The second request is for God 
to make them “like a wheel,” 
that they might continue in 
their motion, unsettled and gid­
dy in their counsels, that they 
might roll down easily and 
speedily to their ruin (Matthew 
Henry). He prays that they not 
only be blown away as stubble, 
but burnt up as well.

Basic Passage: 
Psalm 58; 83; 137

III. Psalm 137
In the 137th Psalm we have 

the distressed cry of a people 
who have journeyed to the 
riverside, the “place where 
prayer was wont to be made,” 
in order to weep as they 
thought about the changed sur­
roundings from the mountain­
sides of Zion.

You will notice that while 
they were in captivity they 
“hung their harps upon the wil­
lows.” When you are suffering 
because of disobedience there is 
nothing left to do but hang up 
the harps. In verse.3 their cap- 
tors wanted a song, but they 
had trouble singing in a 
strange land.

We see their plight in verses 
6-7. Some had forgotten 
Jerusalem. Circumstances 
ought not to dictate our joy in 
the Lord. Read the words of 
Paul in Colossians 3:2. In vers­
es 8-9 a song is sung because of 
the coming destruction of Baby­
lon. These verses give us the 
psalmists way of venting his 
wrath upon them.

This week we will remember 
Valentines Day. Let’s let “love” 
be the order of business against 
our enemies. Let us try to be 
obedient to the words and the 
commands of Jesus. □

U Proclaim the Gospel — Convention Uniform Series for February 14
By Terry Bradshaw, pastor, Zion Hill Church, Sevierville

In reading the text for this 
week’s lesson, I am reminded 
that sometimes it is easier for a 
camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than to convince 
someone of the truth. The apos­
tle Paul faced daily the wrath 
of those who refused to believe 
the truth concerning Jesus. Pa­
tiently and persistently he kept 
sharing the message in hopes 
the Israelites would one day ac­
cept it.

It was Paul’s desire (wish) 
and prayer (petition) that the 
Israelites might be saved (res­
cued). Someone might ask, 
saved from what? The Scrip­
ture lesson implies that the 
Jews needed to be delivered 
from a misguided religious zeal 

and false righteousness. Paul 
had experienced both. He had 
been taught and raised to be­
lieve that the Jews alone were 
God’s chosen people.

Paul recognized and no 
doubt appreciated to some de­
gree the level of commitment 
demonstrated by the Jews. But, 
on the other hand, he was ab­
solutely convinced that the 
Jews were religiously wrong 
about Jesus.

Preparing the way 
(w. 3-8)

After a few moments of re­
flection, Paul says their zeal 
was, “not according to knowl­
edge.” It was not “full knowl­
edge.” Because of this inade­
quacy, Jesus had become a 
stumbling block, instead of a 

Savior, to the Israelites. The Is­
raelites not only missed this 
truth, but they also did not 
properly understand the princi­
ple of God’s righteousness.

Paul says in verse 3 because 
of this ignorance, they contin­
ued to, “establish their own 
righteousness.” While in so do­
ing, they willfully refused to 
“submit to” the righteousness of 
God or the righteousness that 
is provided when one accepts 
Jesus by faith, w. 3-4.

Paul continued in verses 4-8 
to show that depending solely 
upon the law for one’s right­
eousness (right standing) was 
absolutely inadequate — it 
could not achieve the desired 
result, a right standing before 
God.

Proclaiming the Gospel 
w. 8-13

The message was clear. The 
Jews (not all) were looking in 
the wrong direction for God’s 
righteousness. Paul explained 
in verses 9-10 how to obtain 
true righteousness. This verse, 
in part, calls for a confession 
that God was incarnate in Je­
sus. This was one of the things 
the Jews refused to do.

Paul also called for a “heart” 
belief in the resurrection of 
Christ. In Hebrew thought, the 
heart often represented the 
whole man. Paul, in essence, 
was saying that this new right­
eousness would require an ab­
solute surrender to Jesus.

Actually, he gives to them in 
verse 10 the correct order of the 

experience. “For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and are

Basic Passage 
Romans 10:5-17

saved” (v. 10, NIV).
This is not necessarily two 

different acts but rather one 
complete act. One must confess 
to God that Christ is God and 
that he believes in him. Jesus 
helps to clarify this issue in 
Matthew 12:34, “for out of the 
abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” May we, like 
Paul, be burdened, patient, and 
persistent in our witness for Je­
sus. □

U Encounter and response — Life and Work Series for February 14
By Toby Everett, pastor, Walker Memorial Church, Franklin

Whew’! I am sure glad that 
is over!

Have you felt that way over 
the last few weeks looking at 
Abraham, the man who was 
able to walk the pathway of 
obedience when called upon by 
the Lord to do a difficult task.

Our lesson this week brings 
us back to deal with a man who 
walked and struggled as many 
of us. His name is Jacob, a 
name who’s meaning helps us 
see the struggle of his journey. 
It meant “supplanter” or “de­
ceiver.” By looking at three 
meetings with the Lord, we will 
see this struggle from a basic 
one to a struggle to grow.

Enlightened appearance 
(ch. 28:12-15)

Have you ever met anyone 

famous? I once had the oppor­
tunity to meet Danny Gaither 
of the original Gaither Trio. I 
remember going home from the 
concert that night saying to my 
wife, “I’ll never wash this hand 
again,” while holding out the 
right palm he had shaken.

Jacob had a life-changing en­
counter. He was on the run 
from an angry brother, Esau, 
whom he had deceived not once 
but twice. It was at this emo­
tional time, being away from 
home for the first time, that he 
came face to face with God.

In a dream something was 
seen by Jacob that would make 
him a different man. Two im­
portant truths come out of this 
portion of the text. The first is 
the ascending and descending 

of God’s messengers from heav­
en. By all Biblical records, this 
was Jacob’s initial confronta­
tion with God. Not only do we 
see the messengers, but we see 
“The Lord stood above.” God’s 
contact with Jacob communi­
cated he was to be involved in 
Jacob’s life and add to the 
covenant to “Keep you wherev­
er you go."

Enriched appraisal 
(ch. 28:16-17)

Just when there was great 
difficulty ahead for him, Jacob 
came into contact with the 
source of deliverance. This 
man, who for all his life had no 
thought of God, is now in the 
“place” where God is. Our en­
counters with God bring about 
the same responses of fear, rev­

erence, and adoration.
Endeavored application 

(ch. 28:18-19)
While a senior in high 

school, I was the sixth man on 
our high school basketball 
team. In a close game, I scored 
just one basket. You guessed it; 
it was the winning basket shot 
just past mid court. All week 
long, I’d go back to the magic 
spot trying to remember what 
it was like.

Basic Passage: 
Genesis 27-28

Jacob wanted to remember 
that feeling he had experi­
enced. So the stone that had 
been his pillow became 
“Bethel," the House of God.

Enlarged appreciation 
(ch. 28:20-22)

His appreciation for God was 
enlarged to the point that he 
made a promise to give not only 
himself in allegiance but also of 
his possessions.

A man advanced in years 
was saved during a revival. The 
day came for his baptism and 
as he entered the baptistry the 
pastor noticed his wallet in his 
back pocket. He paused to give 
the gentleman an opportunity 
to take it out, only to have him 
say, “No, I want to baptize that, 
too.”

Encountering God brings 
about dramatic responses in 
our lives. □
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TenneScene * the people, their work

■ the leaders
■ Lewis Thomas of Law­

renceburg and J. C. Reagan 
of Killen, Alabama, have be­
gun serving First Church, 
Loretto. Thomas, a graduate of 
Columbia State Community 
College and Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfrees­
boro, is minister to students. 
Reagan, minister of music, is a 
graduate of Union University, 
Jackson.

■ Gary Owens will be or­
dained as minister of music by 
Southside Church, Lebanon, 
on Feb. 7.

JAMES PORCH, left, TBC ex­
ecutive director, welcomes 
Doug Sager, pastor, First 
Church Concord, Knoxville, at 
his Jan. 17 installation service. 
Sager was pastor of Roebuck 
Park Church, Birmingham, 
Ala., and First Church, Alcoa. 
Other speakers were Mack 
Bingham, moderator, Knox 
County Association, and the 
vice mayor of the township of 
Farragut.

■ Bill Powell has been 
elected interim pastor of 
Stoney Creek Church, Eliza­
bethton.

s First Church, Hunter, has 
called Dennis Deese as pas­
tor.

a Garry Edwards is serv­
ing as interim pastor of Little 
Milligan Church, Butler. He is 
a former pastor of the church.

a Homer Salyer began 

serving Riverview Church, 
Elizabethton, as pastor Jan. 
17.

■ David White is the new 
pastor at Gray Church, Gray.

■ David Clark has been 
called minister of music and 
youth at Southwestern Church, 
Johnson City. He is a graduate 
of the University of Southern 
Mississippi and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

■ Tim Stanton has accept­
ed a call as pastor at Oak Dale 
Church, Greeneville.

E Former missionary to 
Ecuador, James Parrish, be­
gan serving as pastor of High­
land Park Church, Lawrence­
burg, effective Jan. 31.

■ Leoma Church, Leoma, 
has called Drew Randle as 
minister of music and youth. 
Randle is a recent graduate of 
Belmont University.

■ The new pastor of Liberty 
Grove Church, Loretto, is 
Ricky Cotton, effective Jan. 
1.

■ Mickey Hanks is serving 
as interim pastor of New Con­
cord Church, Kenton.

■ Coming from Wyoming to 
be pastor of Mount Horeb, 
Ethridge, is Joel Newton.

■ On the occasion of his 
25th anniversary, Norman 
White, minister of music, 
Raleigh Church, Memphis, 
was honored and ordained to 
the Gospel ministry.

■ Paul Williams began 
serving Poplar Heights 
Church, Jackson, as interim 
pastor Jan. 17.

■ Linden Wolfe, Little Flat 
Creek Church, Corryton, was 
called as pastor Jan. 10. He 
also served First General 
Church, Memphis, and Jones 
Chapel Church, Knoxville. He 
is a graduate of Liberty Col­
lege, Lynchburg, Va., and Car­
son-Newman College, Jeffer­
son City.

■ First Church, Rutherford, 
called Randy Crews of Ar­
kansas as pastor, effective Jan. 
27.

■ Mike Sams, who will be 
ordained by First Church, 
Bardwell, Ky., began serving 
as pastor of Spring Hill 
Church, Trenton, on Jan. 24.

■ Clark Perkins, minister 
of music, Walnut Grove 
Church, Kenton, has accepted 
the position of minister of mu- 
sic/youth at New Bethlehem 
Church, Dyer.

■ the people
■ First Church, Ripley, or­

dained Jimmy Drumwright 
to the Gospel ministry.

■ Southside Church, Leba­
non, ordained Michael La­
londe as a deacon on Feb. 7.

■ Kathryn Hester Baugher, 
director of admissions, Sam- 

BAUGHER

ford Universi­
ty, Birming­
ham, Ala., was 
named dean of 
admissions at 
Belmont Uni­
versity, effec­
tive Feb. 1. 
She was inter­
im youth di­

rector at Brentwood Church,
Brentwood, her hometown.

Baugher, is a graduate of 
Vanderbilt University, Nash­
ville; Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth; and Samford Universi­
ty-

■ First Church, Elizabeth­
ton, ordained Ronald Bow­
man and Dick Righter as 
deacons.

a Dave Strong and Hart­
well Strain were ordained as 
deacons by First Church, 
Halls.

■ Mount Vernon Church, 
Halls, ordained Jeff Hogue as 
a deacon Jan. 24.

■ Bill and Linda Cates of 
Brentwood will lead a Praise 
Sing at Liberty Church, White 
Bluff on Feb. 14 during the 11 
a.m. service. After lunch, the 
Macedonia Church choir of 
Waverly will join the Cates. 
Pastor James Davis will speak 
on black spirituals. Bill Cates 
is a composer.

1993 CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE OFFICERS are, from left, 
front row, Mike Bundon, Knoxville, past president; Tracy Wilson, 
Rogersville, upper east vice president; Ray Hatton, Memphis, 
president elect; Jerry Neely, Murfreesboro, president; Mark 
Caruth, Nashville, middle vice president; back row, Darrell New­
man, Cleveland, lower east vice president; Bobby Atkins, Dyers­
burg, west vice president; Julian Suggs, Brentwood, Church Mu­
sic department director; and David Glover, Jefferson City, secre- 
tary/treasurer.

■ the churches
■ Dino Bray will be or­

dained by Central Church 
Fountain City, Knoxville, Feb. 
14.

■ Oak Street Church, 
Elizabethton, dedicated its 
new building Jan. 21.

■ Mountain View Church, 
Johnson City, will walk from 
its temporary location to its 
new building on Feb. 28 where 
it will hold the morning wor­
ship service.

■ Oakhaven East Mis­
sion, Memphis, has moved to 
its new property and constitut­
ed as Zoe Church, Memphis.

■ On Jan. 31 Allen Church, 
Brownsville, dedicated its 
new sanctuary and additional 
educational space.

■ Dalewood Church, Nash­
ville, has scheduled a revival 
led by Jim Henry, pastor, First 
Church, Orlando, and Nash- 

syille musicians Ken and Lois 
Holland Feb. 28-March 3.

■ An April 11-14 revival 
will be held at Poplar Av­
enue Church, Memphis. It 
will be led by Ron Finley, 
evangelist.

■ First Church, Donel- 
son, will hold a Jim Ponder 
Crusade March 14-17. Ponder, 
of Orlando, Fla., was a pastor, 
Southern Baptist director of 
evangelism in Illinois and 
Florida, and leader of Billy 
Graham Schools of Evange­
lism.

■ A church growth revival 
led by Aubert Rose will be held 
at North Knoxville Church, 
Feb. 20-24.

■ Ron Barker of the Home 
Mission Board’s evangelism di­
vision will led a March 7-10 re­
vival at Indian Springs 
Church, Kingsport.

■ the associations

■ Lawrence County Asso­
ciation of Baptists will hold 
an Associational Evangelism 
Conference Feb. 21-22. Morris 
Chapman will speak.

■ On Feb. 18 Beulah Bap­
tist Association will hold its 
Evangelism Rally at First 
Church, Troy. Gray Allison 
and Gray Allison Jr., will 
speak.

Tennessee Sampler w views, Insights
Love and acceptance 
Calvin S. Melcalf, pastor 
Central Church Fountain City, 
Knoxville

Somewhere in the soul of 
every person is a need to be 
understood and loved. The de­
sire to be appreciated and ac­
cepted is as strong as our ap­
petite for food and water. This 
inner craving for attention is 
not always the sign of selfish­
ness but the normal longing to 
be properly identified with oth­
er people.

It is at this point that we 

find our basic motivation to 
love and be loved. It is here 
that we must all become minis­
ters to one another. Without 
this acceptance and love, our 
lives become frustrated. In our 
attempt to find this lost sense 
of meaning, we tend to overre­
act and exaggerate the sinners 
we are.

In so doing, we can become 
obnoxious to people who do not 
understand that all we need is 
love. The Christian Gospel 
speaks to this basic human 
need as it offers the love and 

acceptance of God. Because 
such a need exists, compassion 
is one of our greatest attri­
butes.

At this common point in our 
humanity, we are like God who 
himself longs for the love and 
fellowship of his children. 
What then shall we say? Did 
not John say it best? “Little 
children, let us love one anoth­
er.” □

You are missed
Bill Northcott, assoc, pastor
West Jackson Church, Jackson

In I Corinthians 12, Paul 

talks about spiritual gifts, and 
in verse 22 he notes that the 
gifts we often see as unimpor­
tant are truly most necessary.

When President Reagan 
was shot in 1981, the nation’s 
government continued to func­
tion as though the attempted 
assassination had never taken 
place. During that same year, 
the garbage men of Philadel­
phia went on strike for three 
weeks and brought the city to 
its knees. Although most 
would say the presidency is far 
more important than domestic 

sanitation, it was the company 
of garbage collectors who 
proved to be indispensable.

By the same token, there 
are many in the church whose 
contributions may not be as 
visible or as glamorous; howev­
er, they and their gifts are in­
dispensable for the health and 
progress of the church. Resolve 
to be a part in deciding the 
destiny of our church. It is 
time for everyone to be in­
volved. □
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