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Leaders say lottery is 'bad bet' for Tennessee
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

A lottery will increase state 
revenues tremendously. A lot­
tery will help fund education 
in Tennessee. If we had a lot­
tery, we wouldn’t need as 
many taxes. A lottery is harm­
less fun. There’s nothing 
wrong with betting a dollar on 
a lottery ticket.

All the above are myths. 
Unfortunately, those myths 
and others have been circulat­
ed as “facts” so much by lottery 
proponents that many Ten­
nesseans, including some state 
senators, believe them to be 
true.

Throughout the state con­
cerned Baptist leaders are 
working hard to dispel those 
myths. Among them are Bill 
Bates, public affairs consultant 
for the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention; Lamar Cooper, direc­
tor of denominational rela­
tions, conferences, and semi­
nars for the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission; 
and David Carr, pastor of Tus­
culum Church, Greeneville, 
and chairman of the Constitu­
tion Coalition, an organization

Senators consider removal of lottery prohibition
As the final session of the 

98th General Assembly meets 
the question is not if, but 
when, bill SJR-025 is intro­
duced in the State Senate.

The bill would call for a ref­
erendum to give Tennesseans 
the opportunity to vote on 
whether to remove the word 

comprised of Baptists, United 
Methodists, and other religious 
groups to educate the public on 
the ramifications of a state-run 
lottery.

Lottery proponents use the 
arguments/myths cited above 
to make gambling seem 
attractive and harm- 4^ 
less, leaders says. ;
They neglect to 
tell Tennesseans 
of the graft, the 
negative impact 
on the economy, 
and crime that 
will accompany 
gambling, as well as 
the countless lives de­
stroyed by the addictive nature 
of gambling.

Gambling proponents are 
saying, “Let the people vote. 
Let them decide on a lottery."

That in itself is a fallacy, 
said Cooper. The people will 
not vote on a lottery. They sim­
ply will be voting on whether 
to remove the lottery prohibi­
tion from the state constitu­
tion, he said. “Then, the legis­
lators will decide what types of 
gambling you will have,” Coop­
er added.

Lottery/gambling propo­

“lottery” from the Tennessee 
constitution. In removing the 
lottery prohibition, the state 
would be open to all types of 
gambling, says Bill Bates, the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion’s public affairs consultant.

In order for the bill to pass 
through the Senate, 22 votes 

nents are making people like 
himself appear to be “the big, 
bad wolf” wanting to take 
away people’s fun, Cooper said.

Carr agreed. “I hear they’re 
saying we are trying to keep 
people from voting on a lottery.

But what they are do- 
ing is like calling for 

a vote on how to 
handle cute, fur­
ry, little black 
animals with a 
white stripe 
down their back 

without telling 
people what it

could do to your so- 
cial life.

“A recent poll in upper East 
Tennessee showed that most of 
us do not understand or take 
seriously the possible ramifica­
tions of voting for the lottery. 
While 70.2 percent of those 
polled said they wanted lot­
tery. 70.7 percent said they do 
not want casinos,” he said.

But, Cooper and Carr agree, 
a vote for a lottery is in effect a 
vote for casinos.

Following is a look at some 
of the “myths” about gambling.

Economics
People who think gambling 

are needed, Bates said.
Last year the House of Rep­

resentatives passed the bill by 
a 51-42 margin. Bates said two 
more “no” votes would have de­
feated the bill there.

Backed by Senator Stephen 
Cohen of Memphis, the bill 
would open up the state of 

is good have not looked at 
states with gambling, Cooper 
said. He used Nevada and New 
Jersey, two states where gam­
bling is the state’s number one 
industry. “If gambling as a 
whole is such a great source of 
revenue why are not people in 
those two states exempt from 
property and sales taxes?” he 
asked.

It’s a fallacy to think that 
the money Tennesseans will 
spend instate on a lottery is 
new revenue. It’s money that 
is reallocated from other 
sources (food stores, depart­
ment stores, etc.) in the pri­
vate sector, Cooper said.

A “Lottery Factbook” pro­
duced by the Stone Mountain 
Baptist Association in Con­
yers, Ga., in 1991, in an at­
tempt to block the lottery in 
Georgia, pointed out “no state 
raises enough money form its 
lottery to avoid the need for 
other new taxes. A lottery' di­
verts attention away from the 
need for serious methods of 
raising income, ignoring the 
real issues of economic justice.

“Lotteries are stop gap mea­
sures that lull people into a 
— See Leaders, page 2

Tennessee for all forms of gam­
bling, not just a lottery. Bates 
emphasized.

According to Lamar Cooper 
of the Southern Baptist Chris­
tian Life Commission in Nash­
ville, there is little doubt sup­
porters of the lottery’ will try’ to 
— See Senators, page 2

TBC resolution opposes lottery
Messengers to the Tennes­

see Baptist Convention’s annu­
al meeting last November in 
Nashville voted unanimously 
for a resolution opposing the 
removal of a lottery prohibition 
in the Tennessee constitution.

The resolution said that “a 
state-sponsored lottery is con­
trary to the purpose of state 
government which is to protect 
and serve its citizens as indi­
cated in Romans 13:1-7, while 
a state-sponsored lottery would 
exploit and victimize the citi­
zens of Tennessee ”

The resolution also stated 
that the lottery “would be a re­
gressive form of taxation which 
would negatively impact the

lower socio-economic segment 
of society in the state by ap­
pealing to those who can least 
afford to spend income on 
games of chance” with little 
chance of winning. The resolu­
tion added that this would 
cause an increase in welfare 
dependency.

Tennessee Baptist messen­
gers were urged to voice their 
opposition to any attempt to 
change the constitutional ban 
on a “state-sponsored lottery* 
or any game of chance.

Copies of the unanimously- 
approved resolution were sent 
to all elected members of both 
legislative houses and to Gov. 
Ned McWherter. □

Casino neighbors debate 
fallout from gambling industry
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

Henry Lee of Tunica, Miss., 
has met them — tourists from 
Tennessee and other states 
visiting his hometown. Until a 
year ago, a tourist in Tunica 
was rare. That was before the 
casinos opened.

Tunica County, Miss., 
which opened its first casino 
15 months ago, drew more 
than a million Tennesseans 
last year. It is located 25 miles 
south of Memphis.

Lee met one man from Cov­
ington outside a Tunica super­

market. The man had failed to 
cash a check in the store and 
stopped Lee. He explained to 
Lee he didn’t have enough 
money to get home. Lee loaned 
him money to buy gasoline.

Another tourist from Ten­
nessee stopped at a Tunica 
service station owned by Lee’s 
nephew. The man left his car 
and the title in exchange for 
$2,000. Another cash-hungry' 
individual stopped at the sta­
tion and tried to exchange the 
battery in his vehicle for cash, 
Lee said, even though the dri­
ver was from out of town.
— See Tunica, page 3
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Leaders say lottery is 'bad bet'..
— Continued from page 1 
state of complacency while so­
cial and fiscal problems inten­
sify,” the article continued.

Figures vary on how much 
income the lottery would bring 
to Tennessee. Some say it 
could be as much as $150 mil­
lion while others believe it will 
be closer to $50 million or less.

Senator Gene Elsea of 
Spring City says that a half­
cent tax would generate $230 
million, much more than a lot­
tery.

Cooper said that statistics 
in states which have lotteries 
show while the income is high 
the first year, it levels off the 
second year and shows a steep 
decline the third year.

States then have to figure 
ways to pump up lottery sales, 
Cooper said. The result is they 
come back with other forms of 
gambling such as casinos, he 
noted.

Education
Proponents of the lottery 

say it will substantially help 
fund education in Tennessee.

Again, a look at other states 
which thought the same thing 
found it not to be true, Cooper 
said.

According to a study by the 
Educational Research Service, 
which was reported in the Aug. 
29, 1993 issue of the Kingsport 
Times-Neivs, “Despite the mil­
lions of dollars that lotteries 
collect, the net lottery proceeds 
available for state use are only 
a small part of both state rev­
enue and education revenue.”

A chart in that paper 
showed that the days schools 
could operate annually on lot­
tery revenues alone ranged 
from one day in West Virginia

Senators consider removal of lottery prohibition ...
— Continued from page 1 
pass the bill this year.

If they do not, it cannot 
come up again until 1998, 
Cooper said, noting a constitu­
tional change must be done 
during a gubernatorial elec­
tion.

Cooper, Bates and other 
Baptist leaders want Ten­
nesseans to realize that if they 
have an opportunity to vote, 
they will not be voting on 
whether to have a lottery. 
They simply will be voting on 
whether to remove the prohibi­
tion on a lottery from the state 
constitution.

According to the attorney 
general of Tennessee a lottery 
“has been defined in Ten­
nessee case law as a transac­
tion in which the elements of 
prize, chance, and considera­
tion must be present.”

As a result, according to the 
attorney general, “whether a 
particular scheme is a prohib­
ited lottery is determined from 

to 12 days in Ohio and Illinois.
“The idea that we’re with­

holding money from education 
is not so,” Cooper said.

Harmless fun
The lottery is not harmless 

fund because it exploits people, 
opponents say.

“We know lotteries lure 
people who can least 
afford it by hold 
out false hope to 
those who can 
least refuse it,” 
Carr said.

Cooper noted 
a lottery “puts the 
state in the busi­
ness of exploiting its 
citizens.”

The TBC’s Bates, among 
others, sees the lottery as “a 
regressive taxation.” The lot­
tery appeals to people to spend 
their last penny with the hope 
of getting something for noth­
ing, Bates said.

Other reasons
Among other reasons a lot­

tery would be a bad bet for 
Tennessee are:

(1) Graft: A lottery is an in­
vitation to corruption, Cooper 
said. Look at the Rocky Top 
Scandal of a few years ago 
which involved charitable bin- 
go, he reminded. Based on 
Tennessee’s past record, how 
long would it take for corrup­
tion to hit the lottery? he 
asked.

(2) Casinos: “I hear that 
there are supposedly learned 
men saying that just because 
we change our Constitution to 
allow for lotteries, that doesn’t 
mean it will open the door to 
casinos,” Carr said.

“That’s like saying just be­
cause you leave the door to the 

its character and the method 
in which it is conducted, not by 
the name it is called.”

If the lottery provision is re­
moved, leaders warn, the legis­
lature will determine what 
types of gambling will be al­
lowed in the state.

And, as state senator Gene 
Elsea says, “The legislature at 
any given time is capable of 
doing anything.”

Elsea, a member of First 
Church, Spring City, says that 
“when we remove the word lot­
tery (from the state constitu­
tion), it makes it easier for 
casino gambling to move in 
from Mississippi to all over 
Tennessee.”

Elsea opposes the lottery on 
both moral and economical 
grounds.

“Gambling is wrong. A lot­
tery is gambling,” he said in 
an interview with the Baptist 
and Reflector.

The senator noted he has 
two grandchildren. “If I buy a 

henhouse open, that doesn’t 
mean a fox is going to steal 
your chickens,” he continued.

Carr noted that the Promus 
Company, parent company of 
Harrah’s Hotels and Casinos, 
who beat out top Las Vegas 
casinos for the casino rights in 
New Orleans, is on record as 

being primed and ready 
for business in our 

state.
(3) Addiction: Both 

Carr and Cooper 
point out the lottery is 
the entry point of

gambling addiction for 
teenagers. Furthermore, 

Carr says, the lottery fur­
ther enslaves the gambling ad- 
diet.

(4) Vice: Last but not least 
to the arguments is sin. What­
ever happened to the idea 
gambling is a vice? Cooper 
asked. “American people are 
the victims of a conspiracy by 
the gambling industry to 
change the image of gambling 
so American people no longer 
think of it as a vice.”

Why else, Cooper asked, 
would casinos in Las Vegas 
spend so much to build theme 
parks at casinos. They want to 
attract families and give it an 
image of family entertainment, 
he said.

Would Jesus oppose 
gambling?

Memphis pastor Earl Davis, 
of First Church, a few years 
ago preached a sermon enti­
tled “Why Jesus Wouldn’t Sup­
port Gambling.” The sermon 
has been distributed in pam­
phlet form.

In that sermon, Davis cited 
reasons as to why Jesus would 
not approve of gambling.

lottery ticket I am telling them 
and other children that gam­
bling is okay,” he said.

Elsea said he also opposes 
the lottery because many of 
those who play it are those 
who can least afford the tick­
ets. That takes food off poor 
children’s tables, he said.

The Spring City layman ob­
served sponsors of the lottery 
talk about the massive rev­
enue it will produce. A lottery 
is not a large revenue-produc­
er, he said. He said the rev­
enue department is estimating 
the lottery would produce be­
tween $50-$100 million in the 
beginning.

“A half-percent tax increase 
would produce approximately 
$230 million,” Elsea said.

“People trying to push the 
lottery want you to think there 
will be money galore coming 
in. That’s a mess of garbage,” 
he said.

Right now, Elsea said, those 
wanting to pass SJR-025 are 

“I believe Jesus would op­
pose gambling on both com­
mon sense and moral grounds. 
Common sense demands that 
we look at the claims made by 
the gambling forces to see if 
they are true,” he said.

Davis concluded that Jesus 
would say gambling is wrong 
simply on the basis of common 
sense. “But there are deeper 
reasons to oppose gambling 
than purely financial concerns. 
There are moral concerns — 
the biblical imperatives must 
be heard by those of us who be­
lieve the Bible is the Word of 
God,” Davis said.

Davis pointed out gambling 
“violates the biblical com­
mands concerning both steal­
ing and work (Exodus 20:9,15; 
Ephesians 4:28); the biblical 
teaching about possessions 
and stewardship (Matthew 
6:21,24); the biblical teaching 
about love of our neighbor 
(Matthew 22:35-40; and the 
principle of trust in God.”

“Faith and lady luck have 
nothing in common,” Davis 
said in that sermon.

Gambling a loser
“No one can convince me 

that the lottery is a winning 
proposition for any state,” 
Cooper said.

He noted Tennessee, in one 
aspect, is fortunate because 37 
states have approved the lot­
tery. “We can see the track 
record. Look at the figures. It 
(the lottery) didn’t pay like 
they (proponents) said it 
would,” he said.

For additional information 
or resources on gambling, con­
tact the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission at 
(615) 244-2495. □ 

between two to four votes 
short. “That’s a big obstacle for 
them to overcome,” he said, 
noting those opposing the lot­
tery are firm in their beliefs.

He warned, however, people 
should not take it for granted. 
There are a lot of polls report­
ing a high percentage of 
“church-going” people who fa­
vor the lottery. That carries in- 
flueri’ce with the legislators, 
Elsea said.

The Tennessee senator joins 
Bates, Cooper, and others in 
encouraging Tennessee Bap­
tists to contact their senators. 
“You need to call your senators 
and let them know you do not 
want the lottery,” Elsea said.

Elsea is firm in his convic­
tions the state does not need 
gambling.

“In Tennessee we have one 
of the best managed states in 
the United States. We don’t 
need to mess up a good, clean 
state with gambling,” he said. 
□ — Lonnie Wilkey
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Casino neighbors debate fallout from casino ...
— Continued from page 1

So gamblers are suffering at 
their own hands. But they are 
leaving a lot of money in one of 
the poorest counties in the na­
tion, Lee agrees.

The life-time resident of Tu­
nica and deacon of First 
Church, Tunica, has experi­
enced the quandary of many 
who study the issue — econom­
ics vs. ethics.

Ethical concerns
Lee’s lumber business has 

benefitted from the construc­
tion boom, but his produce 
company has not. He is retir­
ing earlier than planned from 
55 years as a businessman 
there because of business prob­
lems but also because of other 
concerns.

Judge Ted Emanuel of the 
County Justice Court has 
viewed the changes Lee has 
seen.

Emanuel, who along with 
Lee is a deacon at First 
Church, said Tunica County 
has certainly needed the $600 
million investment of some in­
dustry. And he added the in­
vestment continues to escalate.

But he works with families 
who are not paying bills be­
cause the members are spend-

Casinos offer unique attraction: gamblers
Philip and Jim, members of 

Gamblers Anonymous chap­
ters in Memphis and Nash­
ville, live with their compul­
sion daily. They are recovering 
compulsive gamblers.

And if Tennessee legalizes 
gambling it will be harder to 
resist, said Jim of Nashville. 
Just a trip to the service sta­
tion might tempt him to gam­
ble because most would offer 
lottery tickets or access to 
video poker machines. And a 
casino would have a stronger 
attraction, he said.

Casinos offer “action,” he 
said, through its atmosphere 
which “does the same thing as 
vodka or beer does for the alco­
holic,” explained Jim.

“My personal view is if gam­
bling is legalized in Tennessee, it 
will become in people’s eyes 
morally acceptable. Because Gov. 
McWherter says it’s legal, it’s 
okay to gamble,” explained Jim.

“Once they legalize any 
form of gambling it’s just a 
matter of time before different 
types of gambling are avail­
able,” said Jim, who has lived 
in a state where some forms of 
gambling are legal.

The increase in numbers at­
tending Gamblers Anonymous 
chapter meetings in Nashville 
after the casino opened in 
Southern Illinois several years 

ing incomes at the casinos. 
“We also know many people 
are cashing welfare checks to 
gamble,” Emanuel said.

“I do know that crime has 
risen dramatically. Dope traf­
ficking has increased. Rob­
beries have increased. Theft 
has increased. Burglaries have 
increased. And auto accidents, 
including fatalities have in­
creased,” said Emanuel. The 
caseloads of those in law en­
forcement have tripled and 
quadrupled, he added.

These statistics can be ex­
plained partially by the in­
crease in the population of the 
area by 15,000 - 20,000 people 
each day. “But there’s an ele­
ment in the gambling crowd 
that is going to be the criminal 
element,” he said.

Emanuel reported before 
the casinos were opened the 
county had six law enforce­
ment employees. Now it must 
employ 22.

Economic measures
Economic stimulus to local 

business has not occurred, ac­
cording to Lee. Small, local 
businesses will not reap many 
benefits from the gambling in­
dustry because tourists don’t 
frequent them, he continued.

ago is a measure of that attrac­
tion, said Jim.

Philip reported to The Com­
mercial Appeal, the Memphis 
newspaper, in the Nov. 29 is­
sue his chapter had added a 
second weekly meeting to pro­
vide for Tunica casino patrons. 
About 35 people attend group 
meetings in Memphis and 
about 30 in Nashville.

People are coming, deep in 
debt, Philip said. A misconcep­
tion about compulsive gam­
bling is that it’s a financial 
problem, said Philip. “Compul­
sive gambling is an emotional 
problem.”

Jim explained he lost a 
$40,000 a year job because of 
his addiction to gambling. To 
fuel his addiction, he embezzled 
funds from a bowling league in 
which he participated.

“Gambling can do things to 
a person who would never 
think of doing anything 
wrong,” he explained.

Close friends were shocked 
to discover he was a compul­
sive gambler, he noted. In­
stead of fitting some stereo­
types people have, most gam­
blers are middle-class people 
with families, Jim said.

Middle Tennessee has a 
gambling problem even though 
it is illegal, said Jim. He 
knows of people who lose hun-

“The majority of the people 
who come here don’t even stop 
in Tunica so it’s not any bene­
fit unless they go out there and 
lose it,” referring to losses 
which are taxed by the county.

Several hundred local resi­
dents have been employed by 
the casinos, Lee and Emanuel 
reported. But some of them left 
jobs in Tunica County for the 
higher salaries paid by the 
casinos. Local businesses will 
be forced to raise salaries and 
thus, prices.

Other cost of living increas­
es are the result of increased 
property values — from $800 
an acre to $50,000 in some in­
stances. Rental and purchase 
rates on property have risen, 
noted Emanuel. People who 
were paying $100 a month for 
rent are now being charged 
$500-$600 a month, he added.

Unlike most residents, the 
casino owners can leave when 
the profits plateau, noted Paul 
Jones of the Mississippi Bap­
tist Christian Action Commis­
sion.

Tunica will experience what 
Colorado and other casino sites 
have experienced, said Jones. 
During the first several years 
the new gambling site will at- 

dreds of dollars at video poker 
machines in one evening. The 
machines “are everywhere 
throughout Nashville” located 
in laundromats and bars, he 
continued.

“Very few were closed down 
even in Rocky Top investiga­
tions,” he said, referring to the 
crackdown on illegal bingo op­
erations several years ago. 
“Personally I wish somebody 
would take a sledge hammer to 
these things.”

Other gambling in Middle 
Tennessee includes illegal bet­
ting on sports events and 
events like the lotteries in ad­
joining states, said Jim.

Now he is glad to try' to help 
others by being on call 24 
hours a day to those who con­
tact GA.

He also leads a weekly GA 
meeting which is held at Rad­
nor Church, Nashville.

GA is a 12-step recovery 
program which is based on Al­
coholics Anonymous, he ex­
plained. It is a “spiritual pro­
gram,” he said, in that it points 
participants to rely on a “high­
er power,” said Jim. “In my 
case, the higher power is God.”

Those needing help may 
reach GA in Memphis at 1- 
900-763-8083 or in Nashville 
at 1-615-254-6454. Knoxville 
also has a chapter. □ 

tract crowds that will draw 
casino operations. Off the 
banks of Tunica County, which 
has a population of 8,700, sit 
five casinos. Thirteen others 
are licensed or waiting for a 
gaming license, and many are 
under construction.

The casino operators are not 
only greedy, but many have 
been cited for violation of state 
law, said Jones.

Splash Casino has been 
fined for violating gaming 
codes. And Horseshoe Hotel 
and Casino, which was denied 
a riverboat casino license in 
Louisiana, has applied for the 
license in Tunica. It was de­
nied a Louisiana license be­
cause of questions about a $1 
million fine assessed the com­
pany in Nevada and the failure 
of some executives to pay in­
come taxes.

“This is the type of people 
you get,” Jones said.

Gambling not shunned
Both Emanuel and Jones 

admitted the culture of the 
Mississippi Delta is more easi­
ly seduced by gambling be­
cause of the long history of ille­
gal gaming along its banks. 
But “the panacea of gambling” 
can’t address problems which 
date from an era when cotton 
grown there was shipped by 
boat down the Mississippi Riv­
er, Jones said.

The gambling is “hurting

New IRS ruling on charitable gifts
Tax laws have changed for 

reporting 1994 charitable gifts, 
according to Brent Walker, 
general counsel for the Wash­
ington-based Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs.

He said many church mem­
bers and churches are not 
aware of the changes in the 
tax package that affect some 
contributions.

Specifically, one change af­
fects substantiation of single 
contributions of $250 or more. 
Such individual contributions 
made after Dec. 31, 1993, can­
not be substantiated with can­
celed checks. Donors will not 
be allowed a tax deduction for 
an individual cash (or proper­
ty) contribution of $150 or 
more unless they receive a 
written acknowledgment from 
the church or charity that sat­
isfies certain requirements:

■ The receipt must be in 
writing, and must identify the 
donor by name. (A Social Secu­
rity number is not required). 
There must be a receipt for 
each such individual gift.

■ For non-cash contribu­
tions of $250 or more, the re­
ceipt describes the property 

people,” Lee said. After losing 
savings and even family farms, 
several have committed sui­
cide, he reported.

Emanuel said the industry 
“won’t affect me economically 
at all. It might effect me nega­
tively simply because of the el­
ements that are going to come 
with it and affect my way of 
life.”

Put positive spin on it
“To me personally it pre­

sents a challenge if you look at 
it from the Christian view­
point,” said Emanuel. He sug­
gested Christians could use 
this opportunity to share their 
faith with people they never 
would have met except 
through the gambling indus­
try. Several from the industry 
had visited First Church, he 
noted.

Lee agrees the situation in­
cludes opportunities for min­
istry. He serves with M.C. 
Johnson, director of missions, 
North Delta Association, on a 
committee preparing ministry 
plans in response to the gam­
bling industry.

The association’s Crisis 
Pregnancy Center in Clarks­
dale, Miss., already has had a 
client w’ho is a casino employ­
ee, reported Johnson.

“We’re going to try to make 
the best of it and try to influ­
ence them,” Lee said. □ 

and value should not be stated.
■ The receipt must state 

whether the church provided 
any goods or services to the 
donor in exchange for the con­
tribution, and a good faith esti­
mate must be given.

■ If the church provides no 
goods or service in exchange 
for the contribution, or if such 
goods or services are “intangi­
ble religious benefits,” the re­
ceipt must so state.

■ The written acknowledg­
ment must be received by the 
donor on or before the earlier 
of two dates: the date the 
donor files a tax return claim­
ing a deduction for the contri­
bution, or the due date (includ­
ing any extensions) for filing 
the return.

Most church donations are 
not affected by the new rules. 
But each individual gift of 
$250 or more must satisfy the 
conditions stated. If it doesn’t, 
the contribution will not be tax 
deductible.

This change is in effect for 
the 1994 tax year, reported in 
April 1995. □ — Richard Ham- 
mar also contributed to this arti­
cle.
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State leaders encourage
Baptists to

Tennessee Baptists who do 
not want their state opened up 
to all forms of gambling should 
not hesitate to call their state 
senators, say leaders opposing 
gambling.

Bill Bates, the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention’s public af­
fairs consultant, offered two 
suggestions for talking with 
state senators.

First, talk with them in a 
cordial manner, Bates said. “It 
should not be a preaching 
time. Just share the facts.”

Second, he said, assure the

WMU executive board renames 
adult women's organizations
By Robert O’Brien 
For Baptist Press

TALLADEGA, Ala. — The 
Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union executive 
board voted at its Jan. 8-13 
meeting to rename its adult or­
ganizations and to publish a 
new magazine to succeed its 
current Royal Service and Con- 
tempo magazines.

The name change of the 
adult organizations — from 
“Baptist Women” and “Baptist 
Young Women” to “Women on 
Mission” — represented busi­
ness left after last year’s action 
when WMU adopted a new 
“Church WMU Base Design.”

The base design, which de­
fines WMU tasks and what 
WMU organizations will be in 
the local church, streamlines 
WMU programs for more sim­
plicity, flexibility, and rele­
vance in today’s world, accord­
ing to WMU Executive Direc­
tor Dellanna W. O’Brien.

The new adult organization 
name — “Women on Mission” 
— fits that pattern, WMU 
leaders explained.

Effective October 1995, 
when all base design changes 
take place, Women on Mission 
will encompass both the for­
mer Baptist Women and Bap­

SBC president seeks input for appointments
Baptist Press

HOUSTON — Recommen­
dations for four Southern Bap­
tist Convention committees 
are being solicited by SBC 
President H. Edwin Young 
who makes the appointments.

Young, pastor of Houston’s 
Second Baptist Church, ap­
points members of the SBC 
Committee on Committees, 
Credentials Committee, Reso­
lutions Committee, and Tellers 
Committee. In a letter to Bap­

contact state senators
Tennessee State Senators

Editor’s note: Following is a listing pf Tennessee's state senators 
and their Nashville addresses and phone numbers. All phone num­
bers have a (615) area code. Districts are indicated by (number) fol­

senator of your prayers that 
“the Lord will lead us all to do 
what’s best for the state.”

Lamar Cooper of the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission said it is impera­
tive to write and/or call your 
senator.

Express opposition to re­
moving the ban on gambling, 
he said.

State Sen. Gene Elsea, a 
Baptist layman from First 
Church, Spring City, also 
urged Baptists to contact him 
and other senators.

tist Young Women age-level 
organizations.

WMU leaders stress mis­
sions education for Baptist 
young women will continue. 
Women of all ages may config­
ure Women on Mission groups 
flexibly, retaining the “Bap­
tist” designation if they wish, 
and customizing groups on the 
basis of such factors as age, 
task, common interest, or 
needs.

At the same time the execu­
tive board voted to discontinue 
Royal Service, which has 
served older women for nearly 
80 years, and Contempo, the 
magazine of the current Bap­
tist Young Women.

In its place, WMU will pub­
lish Missions Mosaic for mem­
bers and Missions Mosaic Ex­
ecutive for leaders, beginning 
in October 1995.

Other age-level publications 
in the Mission Friends, Girls 
in Action (GA) and Acteens or­
ganizations will remain the 
same, with two exceptions. GA 
World, a new magazine, will be 
published for GAs in grades 5- 
6, and Discovery, current mag­
azine for GAs in grades 1-6, 
will encompass grades 1-4.

The decision on a new name 
for the adult organization drew 
discussion among state WMU 

tist Press, Young asked for in­
put — no later than Feb. 15 — 
from Southern Baptists “in or­
der for wise decisions to be 
reached....”

Young has asked that a 
“recommendation form” be 
used by those making recom­
mendations. It is available by 
writing Young, c/o the South­
ern Baptist Convention, 6400 
Woodway, Houston, Texas 
77057.

“You may be confident that 
your recommendation will be

He observed there are a lot 
of polls reporting a high per­
centage of “church-going” peo­
ple favor the lottery. “That car­
ries influence among legisla­
tors,” he said.

“Call your senators and tell 
them you do not want the lot­
tery,” he said.

Elsea said Tennessee Bap­
tists can know for sure that 
supporters of the lottery are 
busy contacting senators, lob­
bying them to remove the ban 
on lotteries from the state con­
stitution. □ 

presidents, who make up the 
executive board, and state 
WMU directors and their 
staffs.

Although differences of 
opinion existed in the begin­
ning, the board embraced the 
final decision, noting “Women 
on Mission” signifies their pur­
pose in the world.

The same reaction came 
from President Jerry Rankin, 
who made his first report to 
the WMU executive board as 
president of the Southern Bap­
tist Foreign Mission Board.

“That name reflects the re­
ality that God is on Mission to 
bring the world to himself,” 
Rankin said. “We’re* more and 
more sensitive to the fact that 
we must bring our plans, 
methods, and strategies into 
consistency with what God is 
doing.

“The fact WMU chose the 
name ‘Women on Mission’ 
shows it has that perspective. 
It’s providential WMU should 
come up with that in a time of 
emerging awareness of God’s 
mission in the world.”

“We’re excited about the 
possibilities for the future even 
as we face the difficulties of 
transition,” O’Brien said. “The 
results will be worth the strug­
gle of learning new ways. □ 

lowing the senator's hometown.
Ray C. Albright (R) of Harrison (11) 

2 Legislative Plaza. Nashville 37243-0211............741-2354
Ben Atchley (R) of Knoxville (6)

303 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0206 ....... 741-3791
Tommy Burks (D) of Monterey (15) 

9 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0215............ 741-3978
Stephen I. Cohen (D) of Memphis (30)

8 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0030.......  ,...741-4108
Jerry W. Cooper (D) of McMinnville (14)

309 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0214 .......741-6694
Rusty Crowe (D) of Johnson City (3) 

6A Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0203...... ...741-2468
Ward Crutchfield (D) of Chattanooga (10) 

10 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0210..........741-6682
Edward Davis (D) of Memphis (33)

321 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0033 ....... 741-6760
Gene Elsea (R) of Spring City (13)

318 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0213.......741-2525
John Ford (D) of Memphis (29) 

7 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0029............ 741-3304
Bud Gilbert (R) of Knoxville (7)

311 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0207....... 741-2234
J. Ronnie Greer (R) of Greeneville (1)

307 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0201.......741-7487
Milton EL Hamilton Jr. (D) of Union City (24) 

13 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0024..........741-3145
Thelma Harper (D) of Nashville (19) 

6 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0219.:.......... 741-2453
Joe M. Haynes (D) of Goodlettsville (20) 

5 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0220........ ....741-6679
Douglas Henry (D) of Nashville (21) . V-

11 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0021........ .......741-3291
Jim Holcomb (R) of Bluff City (2)

310A War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0202.....741-4574
Keith Jordan (R) of Franklin (23)

320 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0023.......741-2495
Carl Koella Jr. (R) of Townsend (8)

309 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0208 ........741-3748
James F. Kyle (D) of Memphis (28)

306 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0028.......741-4167
Tom Leatherwood (R) of Bartlett (32)

317 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0032 ........741-1967
Joe Nip McKnight (D) of Jackson (27) 

8 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0027........... .741-4709
Randy McNally (R) of Oak Ridge (5)

302 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0205.......741-6806
Anna Belle O’Brien (D) of Crossville (12) 

10 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0212...... ....741-3854
Lou Patten (R) of Cleveland (9)

304 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0209 ....... 741-3794
Curtis S. Person Jr. (R) of Memphis (31)

308 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0031 ....... 741-2419
Carol Rice (R) of Clarksville (22)

given careful consideration. 
However, with the hundreds of 
names that will be submitted, 
you would surely understand 
that some very deserving and 
capable individuals may not be 
appointed this year, but would 
certainly merit having their 
names resubmitted in the com­
ing year,” Young said.

The form also is available 
from the SBC Executive Com­
mittee office at 901 Commerce 
St., Suite 750, Nashville, Tenn. 
37203. □

307 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0022.......741-1919
Robert Rochelle (D) of Lebanon (17) 

4 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0217............ 741-4109
Kenneth N. (Pete) Springer (D) of Centerville (25) 

11A Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0025.......741-4987
Danny Wallace (D) of Maynardville (4) 

6 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0204............ 741-3993
John S. Wilder (D) of Mason (26) 

1 Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0026... :....... 741-2368
Andy Womack (D) of Murfreesboro (16) 

9A Legislative Plaza, Nashville 37243-0216......... 741-1066
Don Wright (R) of Gallatin (18)

310 War Memorial Bldg., Nashville 37243-0218.......741-2220
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editorial kk comment

Lottery, gambling — easy road to losing it all
What do you know about “the lottery*?
If you’re like most Tennessee Baptists, 

you may be confused. Lottery and gambling 
interests and some legislators are telling us 
only part of the story.

This issue of the Baptist and Reflector 
tries tp help readers understand without 
dramatics. “Lottery” sounds as if it could be 
an easy way to correct funding for schools 
and a dozen other good causes. Not so!

It’s important for Tennessee Baptists 
and all citizens to understand the lottery 
issue — no matter how you feel about it. 
Here are some facts:

■ There are very few winners in 
gambling. Lottery interests want you 
and me to believe the opposite.

There are many, many people who 
gamble because they need money, 
and when they lose the paycheck, 
they become even more desperate. 
They are some of the big losers.

■ Giving citizens opportunity to 
vote is a straw dog. We vote only for 
one thing in one referendum: whether to 
remove the prohibition on lottery from the 
state constitution.

We need to remember there was ample 
reason for that prohibition to be in the con­
stitution, the least of which is the moral 
reason.

If the Tennessee Senate approves a ref­
erendum in the Fall allowing a vote on re­
moval of the lottery constitutional prohibi­
tion, citizens then would vote yes or no on 
the removal.

KI just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Tom said to Mack, “Have 

you ever seen one of those ma­
chines that can tell when 
you’re lying?” Mack moaned, 
“Seen one? I married one!”

Take this thought
Some people have the abili­

ty to see quickly through a fa­
cade and get to the true mean­
ing of a statement or a situa­
tion. Robert Burns in “For A’ 
That” understood the wrong of 
wealthy people controlling the 
lives of the less fortunate. His 
famous lines, “The rank is but 
the guinea’s stamp” warns us 
to refrain from making unwor­
thy people our role model.

Memorize this Scripture
“The wise man has his eyes 

in his head” (Ecclesiastes .2:14 
NIV).

Pray this Prayer
Lord, help me to realize 

that few people, are fooled by 
my pretense. Enable me to 
speak the truth always, but 
may I do it in a spirit of love. □

But, state legislators would then deter­
mine what kinds of gambling Tennessee 
can have. A state-owned lottery would be 
the first step, an open door to bingo, casi­
nos, and other lotteries. And citizens 
wouldn’t be able to do anything about it. 
Indeed, citizens would be at fault in allow­
ing the state lottery prohibition to be 
stricken from the constitution.

■ A state-owned lottery really is an easy 
road to quick poverty. If you don’t reach the 
poverty level economically, you become a 
sure candidate for spiritual and moral 

poverty.
While lottery and other gam­

bling supporters try to portray 
anti-gambling people as the bad 
guys who don’t want folks to get 
rich and have a good time — the 
opposite it true. Check the record. 
It is the gambling industry which 
historically flunks the morality 
test, and bails out when the money 
is gone.

■ In Tennessee, Baptists and all anti­
gambling folks need to stand up for a state 
that won’t succumb to a fraudulent claim of 
easy money and quick fixes for fragile 
budgets. Get all the facts!

Baptist pastors should try to be in­
formed, and to urge congregations to stay 
informed also. The issue is simple. The 
Tennessee Senate will probably vote this 
session whether to allow citizens a referen­
dum on removal of the lottery language.

Three or four more individual votes are

By Wm. 

Fletcher 

Allen, 

editor

Family life: developing my family
The magnitude 

of public discus­
sion today about 
developing our 
bodies leaves most 
of us “average” folks feeling in­
adequate. We are reminded 
constantly to watch our diet 
for fat and cholesterol.

We are bombarded also 
with an abundance of exercise 
programs to help keep our bod­
ies fit. I suggest a diet and ex­
ercise program for families.

Have you thought about 
what you are feeding the fami­
ly emotionally and spiritually? 
Jesus was asked one day to 
state the greatest command­
ment. He responded by in­
structing us to love God with 
all our beings and to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. Let’s 
consider that the closest 
“neighbor” is our family.

What we feed our children 
spiritually should come at the 
top of the list. If they die with 
unhealthy bodies, they can 
still go to heaven. But if they 
don’t know Jesus, God will not 
be impressed with perfect little 
bodies at all.

As important as physical 
and emotional health is, we 
must keep our priorities in or­
der. What are we feeding our 
families?

The church, the Sunday

ki families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

BARKLEY

School, or the preacher, will 
not have to answer for the re­
sponsibility that God gave the 
home in Deuteronomy 6:6ff, 
“These commandments that I 
give you today, 
are to be upon 
your hearts. 
Impress them 
on your chil­
dren ...” I re­
member Billy 
Graham say­
ing, “Being 
born in a
Christian home will not make 
you a Christian any more than 
being born in a garage would 
make you a car.”

What are you feeding your 
family emotionally? Many of 
my clients come from homes 
where they were emotionally 
malnourished. There was little 
or no open expression of affec­
tion. They grew up feeling 
unloved, and therefore are un­
able to express love or affec­
tion. I tell parents often that 
the most important thing they 
can do for their children is to 
love each other and openly ex­
press that love by touching, 
kissing, holding each other.

needed to pass the pro-lottery measure. At 
least one authority says that if the mea­
sure does not pass this term, Tennesseans 
will not be faced with this issue again for 
several years, possibly 1998. We can expect 
an all-out, well-financed campaign from 
pro-lottery forces, including some senators.

■ Secular news media for the most part 
seem to favor eliminating the lottery prohi­
bition. Those who favor lotteries have 
much to gain in increased advertising in­
come. Out West, the Memphis Commercial- 
Appeal favors prohibition but accepts gam­
bling ads. The Nashville Tennessean has 
endorsed citizens’ “right to vote” on the is­
sue, but has not adequately explained all 
the ramifications. This paper also respects 
that right, but wants each voter to under­
stand that approving removal of the prohi­
bition gives the legislature a blank check to 
approve any and all kinds of gambling.

Why? The state attorney general has 
ruled that lottery can be widely interpret­
ed. For that reason, bingo was outlawed 
several years ago.

■ Some polls have shown that “church” 
people favor lotteries by 66 percent. Hope­
fully this is because they don’t have all the 
facts. We want to remedy that, and will 
keep on trying. Yes, this is a moral issue, 
and God’s people must be involved.

We will discuss later the negative moral 
and economic fallout. Meanwhile, we urge 
you to contact your senator. “Scare tactics” 
won’t be necessary, only the facts. □

I suggest also 
that we develop 
our families with 
some spiritual and 
emotional exercise.

I read years ago that the fami­
ly therapy program at Arizona 
State University found that 
the number one predictor of 
stability in the family was at­
tendance at public worship. 
The family needs to pray, de­
velop their own personal quiet 
times, study the Bible, and 
witness in order to maintain 
spiritual health.

I also recommend emotional 
exercise that would help the 
family express affection for 
each other. I encourage fami­
lies to make a commitment to 
have at least one sit-down- 
around-the-table-together fam­
ily meal each day.

In the hectic pace of today’s 
living this is a real commit­
ment for most. How about set­
ting aside a family night where 
the family makes a date with 
each other to participate in an 
activity together? The feeding 
and facilitating of our families 
is important — and requires 
our determined effort. □

Dr. Barkley can be contacted at 
The Counseling Center, 7385 Stage 
Rd., Ste. 1, Bartlett, Tenn. 38134.

Kt one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

In a timely fashion
I was talking with a friend 

about a race we had run last 
fall. He told me about arriving 
barely in time for a race once.

I thought about that after 
we had parted, and I remem­
bered that the same thing had 
happened to me.

The race was called “The 
Midnight Flight.” Run in a 
neighboring town during Sep­
tember’s special kind of heat, it 
was something of a novelty be­
cause it began at midnight.

I had run the race several 
times before, 
but the start­
ing point this 
time was not 
the same as 
the previous 
years.

I had some 
difficulty find­
ing the place.

And while I was hastily regis­
tering and getting my number 
attached to my tee shirt, grab­
bing a last drink of water — I 
heard the announcer call the 
runners to the starting line. I 
was some hundred yards away, 
and when I got there, the gun 
had been fired and the racers 
were on their way.

Wait, wait!, I shouted. No 
avail, they ran on, not caring 
about the guy who was late.

Well, I thought, there will 
be some benefit in running 
last. I won’t get jostled, and I 
will have breathing space.

But then I realized the 
downside of the situation. I 
had a couple of minutes to 
make up. That’s not fun, espe­
cially in hot weather.

I didn’t do too badly in the 
race. I finished in respectable 
time and felt strong.

I thought about it later. It’s 
a picture of what often hap­
pens in the daily Christian life.

Wre think there is enough 
time to visit a lost person, or a 
sick person. We think it’s all 
right to be a little late for Bible 
study, or it’s okay to miss quiet 
time with Christ.

The hurting person won’t 
miss my words of encourage­
ment or my affirmation.

And then one day, we real­
ize we reached the starting line 
after the race has begun, and 
the runners all have gone.

The race of life moves 
steadily on, with or without us. 
If we are tardy because of neg­
ligence or unconcern, it may be 
too late to catch the runners. 
It’s best to start on time, and to 
run well.
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foreign missions features

Baptists avoid deportation as hostility arises in Bulgaria
By Mike Creswell 
For Baptist Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria — A 
Southern Baptist couple was 
granted another 60 days to 
minister in Bulgaria after nar­
rowly missing deportation.

James and Audrey Duke of 
Lufkin, Texas, got a call from 
police in Sofia, the capital city, 
in late November confirming

BULGARIAN BAPTIST leader 
Theodor Angelov holds up a 
newspaper story accusing 
Baptists of being a sinister cult 
group. The article is part of a 
smear campaign against evan­
gelicals now under way in Bul­
garia.

Quick church growth over in Bulgaria, real work
Mike Creswell
For Baptist Press

SOFIA, Bulgaria — Bap­
tists in this former communist 
country still blink in the light 
of new freedoms they have en­
joyed since communism col­
lapsed in 1989.

Church activities taken for 
granted elsewhere — preach­
ing a sermon or handing out 
Bibles — are still treasured.

Certainly life is not perfect. 
Bulgarian evangelicals are tar­
gets of a propaganda campaign 
linking them to suicide cults 
and other strange groups. Au­
thorities try to prevent them 
from meeting in public halls. 
And other such activities make 
it hard on Baptists and evan­
gelicals.

Like other Bulgarians they 
also face hard economic times. 
Bulgaria’s economy lags far be­
hind many of its European 
neighbors and annual inflation 
runs at up to 65 percent.

Yet for Baptists and other 
evangelicals these are minor 
problems compared to the 
fierce oppression they endured 
from the late 1940s to 1989 
when communism fell.

As the star of communism 

they had won their hard- 
pressed request to remain in 
the country.

Duke is pastor of the Eng­
lish-speaking International 
Baptist Church in Sofia. He is 
backed by the European Bap­
tist Convention, a fellowship of 
60 English-speaking Baptist 
churches across Europe with 
close ties to Southern Baptists.

Prayer was the key to the 
permits, Duke said. “We spent 
(many hours) in prayer and 
fasting, but all the Baptist 
churches throughout Bulgaria 
were praying for the situation, 
too,” he said in an interview.

Two volunteers sponsored 
by the Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board do not 
know how long they will be al­
lowed to stay. Stan Meador 
and Bruce Cassels were denied 
permission to work in two Bul­
garian towns near the Roman­
ian border.

After both reapplied to live 
and work elsewhere, Meador 
received verbal notification in 
December that he also could 
remain in Bulgaria for another 
60 days. Cassels’ visa status is 
not known.

Southern Baptist missionar­
ies Bill and June Wardlow, 
based in central Bulgaria, 
managed to secure one-year 
visas for themselves and four 
other Southern Baptist volun- 

GIVING IN FAITH are Christian believers at the Evangelical Baptist Church of Mladenovo in Bulgar­
ia. They endured the worst days of communist persecution. Today they are enjoying new freedoms, 
but once again their religious liberty is being threatened by a smear campaign targeting evangeli­
cals, reportedly backed by the government and Orthodox Church. — Photo by Warren Johnson

fell, that of Baptists rose. They 
numbered about 700 in 1989. 
That total multiplied to more 
than 3,000 in 1993. A Bible 
conference earlier in 1993 
drew about 450 Baptists from 
all over the country — a record 
attendance for any Baptist 
meeting.

These days Baptists minis­

teers earlier this year, but 
their long-term residence re­
mains in doubt.

Meanwhile, leaders of Bul­
garia’s five evangelical church 
groups met with two members 
of parliament and members of 
the government’s commission 
for religious affairs in Novem­
ber to lodge an official com­
plaint about the heavy media 
campaign against them. They 
asked how it could be stopped.

The leaders also asked to 
see a new law regulating reli­
gion, said to be under discus­
sion in the parliament. Accord­
ing to one published report, 
the proposed law would limit 
church property ownership to 
the Orthodox Church.

Shown a newspaper article 
accusing evangelicals of endan­
gering state security, one par­
liament member told the evan­
gelicals bluntly, “I agree with 
(the writer). All sects are a 
danger of security of the Bul­
garian state.”

“These are the words and 
accusations we heard during 
communist times, and now we 
are hearing them from the peo­
ple who have to protect us,” 
said a worried Theodor An­
gelov, president of both the 
Bulgarian Baptist Union and 
the Bulgarian Evangelical Al­
liance. “The thinking of these 
people makes me very afraid.” 

ter in nursing homes, hospi­
tals, orphanages, schools, and 
prisons. They have taken a 
special interest in one state­
run orphanage where children 
have endured harsh condi­
tions.

Under communism, they 
couldn’t even think of such 
things.

Why the attention on Bulgaria?
The religious liberty won 

by Christians in Bulgaria 
when communism fell in 1989 
is slowly being lost to a new 
wave of repression in the 
country.

Already Bulgaria is ar­
guably the most restrictive of 
the former Eastern bloc coun­
tries on religious issues. And 
Baptists fear more restric­
tions are coming in the form 
of new laws from the Bulgari­
an parliament.

Church meetings have 
been disrupted as the govern­
ment has declared public 
meeting halls off-limits to 
Baptists and other evangeli­
cals. Churches have been de­
nied the right to buy private 
land for buildings, even with 
money in hand, and in some 
cases church construction al­
ready underway has been 
stopped.

A year-long propaganda

Newspaper articles in Bul­
garia have grouped evangeli­
cals with Hare Krishna follow­
ers, Bahais, Mormons, and 
other groups. Ironically, evan­
gelicals themselves are con­
cerned about the influx of such 
groups into the country, since 
their teachings run counter to

But the membership growth 
Western observers expected 
here after communism’s col­
lapse has slowed as churches 
have lost their initial “forbid­
den fruit” attraction to the 
public.

“We saw an explosion of re­
vival after the changes came in 
1989,” said Boshidar Igoff, pas- 

campaign has filled newspa­
pers, radio, and television 
with wild stories linking 
evangelicals with suicides* 
among young people and 
even cannibalism. Further, 
the government is refusing to 
grant foreign missionaries 
permission to reside in the 
country in some cases and 
making the granting or ex­
tension of visas difficult in 
others.

Why does the situation in 
Bulgaria deserve close atten­
tion? Because the challenges 
evangelical Christians are ex­
periencing there — including 
resurgent opposition from 
government and Bulgarian 
Orthodox church forces and 
the influx of cult groups — 
represent what is happening 
in varying degrees all over 
Eastern Europe and the for­
mer Soviet Union. □ — Bap­
tist Press

Christianity.
Articles have linked evan­

gelicals to the suicide of one 
woman. The most outlandish 
charge in a Varna newspaper 
accused Baptists of eating ba­
bies for breakfast.

Angelov dismissed the sto­
ries as “full of lies.” □

begins
tor of Varna Baptist Church 
and general secretary for Bul­
garian Baptists. Some church­
es doubled or tripled in size.

Baptists across the country 
confirm the rapid post-freedom 
growth is over. The time when 
big evangelistic rallies were ef­
fective also has passed, Igoff 
said. Baptist leaders through­
out Eastern Europe have 
reached much the same conclu­
sion.

One of the biggest needs in 
Bulgaria is trained leadership. 
Only 10 pastors spread them­
selves thinly across 37 church­
es and missions.

To help meet the need, the 
Foreign Mission Board trans­
ferred missionaries Bill and 
June Wardlow from Japan in 
1991. Wardlow has been 
preaching and teaching all 
over the country, visiting a 
dozen small churches almost 
as a circuit rider. “I can say 
only positive things about 
working with the Wardlows,” 
Igoff said.

Baptists in Bulgaria eagerly 
request more foreign mission­
aries. But it remains to be seen 
if the Bulgarian government 
will allow more workers to stay 
in the country. □
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n Tennessee features
Greeneville church provides 'Loaves and Fishes' ministry
By Bob Hurley

GREENEVILLE — Just 
when you were about to be con­
vinced there is no such thing 
as a free lunch, here comes a 
church to prove you wrong.

Everyone has heard the “no 
free lunch” speech so many 
times that it’s hard to visualize 
a place and time in 1994 when 
one is available with no strings 
attached.

“If you’re hungry, we will 
feed you. It’s that simple,” said 
Jim Best, pastor of First 
Church, Greeneville. The 
church began its free lunch 
ministry on Jan. 8.

Called “Loaves and Fishes” 
the ministry’s name is taken 
from the account of Jesus’ feed­
ing of the multitude in John 
6:1-14.

During January and Febru­
ary the church will offer the 
free meals at noon each Satur­
day. At the end of February 
the church will have enough 
“feel” for the feeding ministry 
in order to make a decision on 
its future,” Best said.

“It may be that we need to 
offer a free lunch five days a 
week, especially in the sum­
mer when children are out of 
school,” he said.

The ministry, which has 

prompted “soup kitchen” mem­
ories among those who were 
alive in the 1930s, is new to 
most of the church members 
who will be doing the work and 
footing the bills.

“There is a need,” said Edith 
Bullock, a Sunday School 
teacher at the church. “And, 
there are absolutely no restric­
tions.

“If you are in town at noon 
on Saturday, and if you are 
hungry, you are welcome to 
come and eat with us.

“There will be no sermons 
and no strings attached. Just 
food for the hungry,” she said.

The spark for the feeding 
ministry surfaced in the Ruth 
Sunday School Class of the 
church, which Bullock teaches. 
It has since spread throughout 
the church as volunteers have 
signed up to help.

“Since we are just begin­
ning, we don’t know exactly 
how many to prepare for. But 
those who come will be given a 
meal that is both good and nu­
tritious,” Bullock said.

She noted the meals are not 
a budgeted item of the church. 
“We are going on faith, so to 
speak. Our funding is coming 
from special offerings which 
our members are giving above 
the budget offerings,” she said.

FIRST CHURCH, GREENEVILLE, PASTOR James Best, right, helps get prepared for the church’s 
Saturday lunch ministry with Paul Cook, chairman of the deacon council, and Edith Bullock, a Sunday 
School teacher involved in the ministry. — Photo by Bob Hurley

While the beginning funds 
have been provided by First 
Church members, Best said 
other churches in the commu­
nity are welcome to join in the 
ministry, both in finances and 
in providing volunteers.

He noted similar ministries 
have been started in adjoining 
East Tennessee cities.

In Johnson City, for in­
stance, Best said a downtown 

church feeds more than 100 
people on some Saturdays.

He noted the number at 
that church varies greatly from 
the first week in the month to 
the last. “On the first Saturday 
or two of each month the John­
son City church might feed 
only 25 or so. But by the end of 
the month, when a lot of fami­
lies run out of money, the 
numbers swell to between 100 

and 125,” he said.
The reason First Church, 

Greeneville, is doing the min­
istry is simple. Bullock and 
others became convinced and 
“convicted about the great 
need” for such a ministry. □ — 
Hurley is a member of First 
Church, Greeneville, and a 
columnist for The Greeneville 
Sun. Story used by permission.

January is 'Make Your Will Month'

Dying without a will can deprive relatives, Baptist causes
By Keith Hinson
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Clara 
Smith, an 80-year-old widow, 
has no will. She lives alone in 
poor health. Though her hus­
band, Bill, died a year ago she 
is financially comfortable — 
thanks to years of frugal sav­
ings and investment.

Clara Smith (not her real 
name) has no children.

Since her husband’s death 
her greatest comfort has come 
from her local Southern Bap­
tist church and Bill’s niece, 
Shirley, whose family has al­
ways been close.

Clara has told friends she 
wants to leave a tithe of her es­
tate to her church and the re­
mainder to Shirley.

Friends have warned her 
that her wishes won’t be fol­
lowed unless she has a will. 
But Clara says her, plans are 
well-known to her family and 
will surely be honored by those 
who handle her estate.

Who is right? Not Clara. 
Unless she makes a will her 
church and Shirley will receive 
nothing.

The estate w’ould be divided

No will in Tennessee
Bo Childs of the Tennessee 

Baptist Foundation staff re­
searched what happens when 
someone in Tennessee dies 
without a will.

First, the court will ap­
point an administrator to ad­
minister the estate, and if 
necessary, a guardian to be 
responsible for minor chil­
dren, Childs said.

Here are some scenarios 
when one spouse dies without 
a will.

(1) Spouse and no children; 
spouse gets entire estate.

(2) Spouse and one child; 
spouse gets one-half, child 
one-half.

among her sister in a nursing 
home and relatives of her two 
deceased brothers.

According to estate planners 
and financial advisors, Clara 
should follow the advice of 
Southern Baptists’ annual 
January emphasis, which is 
“Make Your Will Month.”

“If you don’t have a will, the 
state’s got one for you," said 
Hollis Johnson, president of

what happens?
(3) Spouse and two or more 

children; spouse takes one- 
third; children share equally 
remaining two-thirds.

(4) Children and no 
spouse; children share equal­
ly-

(5) No spouse or children; 
to parent or parents of de­
ceased.

(6) No spouse, children, or 
parents; to brothers and sis­
ters.

For more information, per­
sons should consult their at­
torney, Childs noted. The 
Foundation does not render 
legal or tax advisory service, 
he said. □

the Southern Baptist Founda­
tion, which promotes the spe­
cial emphasis along with Bap­
tist state convention founda­
tions. “The state’s will does not 
have a provision for charitable 
causes,” Johnson noted.

But it is not just elderly 
people who need a will, estate 
planning leaders say.

“Everyone over the age of 18 
needs a will," said Chester 

Jernigan of the Baptist Foun­
dation of Alabama.

Earl Wilson, president of 
the Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation, observed seven 
out of 10 people die without 
having prepared a will.

“A will is the only thing that 
will speak for you when you 
die. Therefore, everyone needs 
a will so his or her estate may 
be distributed according to his 
or her wishes,” Wilson said.

David Coleman, director of 
development for the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, said many Baptists are 
unaware they can “give beyond 
lifetime to causes they loved 
while they were on earth, such 
as Lottie Moon, Annie Arm­
strong, their local church, and 
other Baptist causes."

A will also does more than 
allocate resources. Families 
with children still at home can 
make long-term decisions for 
their children through a will.

“The most valuable thing 
anyone has is the God-given 
gift of children. The best per­
sons to rear those children are 
those parents. However, 
should the parents die, 
through a will they can name 

guardians,” said William “Bo” 
Childs, vice president for 
estate planning at the Ten­
nessee Baptist Foundation.

Childs said the staff of the 
Foundation believes firmly not 
only “in the stewardship of 
current income but also in the 
stewardship of assets the Lord 
allows us to accumulate during 
our life.”

At the end of October 1993, 
the Tennessee Baptist Founda­
tion had distributed 
$3,695,849 to various Baptist 
ministries because people had 
designated those causes in 
their will.

Last year money was dis­
tributed this way: $300,000 to 
the Tennessee Baptist Cooper­
ative Program; $334,490 to 
churches and associations; 
$156,954 to world missions; 
$2,481,393 to educational and 
other institutions; and 
$423,000 to individuals.

During Make Your Will 
Month, the staff of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Foundation is 
eager to assist any Tennessee 
Baptist. For more information, 
call (615) 371-2029. □ — Lonnie 
Wilkey contributed to this story.
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Declining home missions income leads to HMB hiring freeze,/study
Bv Martin Kina According to unaudited fig- mission board’s income, while times, we knew it would be dif- complete by spnng.By Martin King
For Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Decreased 
gifts to the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board from its 
two major income sources in 
1993 caused the agency to im­
plement a temporary hiring 
freeze and conduct an internal 
study which may lead to “mini­
mal” downsizing.

Sunday School Board cancels women's meeting
NASHVILLE — Baptist 

Sunday School Board officials 
have cancelled a national 
women’s convention in Atlanta 
after learning a similar confer­
ence, sponsored by First 
Church, Snellville, Ga., is 
scheduled in the area at the 
same time.

Originally scheduled March 
24-26, board officials elected to 
cancel “Panorama of Purpose: 
National Christian Women’s 
Enrichment Conference,” 
which was being co-developed 
with Woman’s Missionary 
Union, said Jay Johnston of 
the BSSB’s discipleship and 
family adult department.

The decision was based “on 
the fact that another women’s 
conference with an outstand­
ing program that will draw 
more than 2,000 participants 
was scheduled in the area for 
identical dates,” Johnston said.

Retired pastor dies
Richard R. Lloyd Sr., 90, 

died Jan. 2 in Starkville, Miss.
Lloyd was pastor of First 

Church, Jellico, from 1950-56.
He also served one year as 

an associate pastor to his son, 
Richard R. Lloyd Jr., when he 
was pastor of Ridgedale 
Church, Chattanooga.

The younger Lloyd also 
served as pastor of churches in 
Big Emory Association. He is 
now pastor of First Church, 
Starkville.

Lloyd’s funeral was con­
ducted by his son and grand­
son, also a Baptist pastor in 
Kentucky. □

Mtetiwj tRe unique, needs o(j Ministers...

RESUMES prepared by
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Confidentiality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call 1-800-879-7038
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CHOIR DIRECTOR SEARCH: 
Sneedville First Church has im­
mediate opening for part-time, 
bivocational adult choir director. 
Hours and salary negotiable. 
Send resume with qualifications 
to: Sneedville FBC, Route 2, Box 
71, Sneedville, Tenn., 37869.

According to unaudited fig­
ures, the 1993 Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering totaled 
$36.3 million, compared to 
$37.6 million the previous year 
— a 3.5 percent decrease. Coop­
erative Program receipts at the 
HMB were $676,000 less than 
the projected budget for the 
year.

The special Easter offering 
comprises 47 percent of the

“First Baptist Church in 
Snellville is an active Southern 
Baptist church that supports 
the programs and resources in 
the convention,” Johnston said.

“It is the role of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board to sup­
port the local churches and not 
compete with them,” Johnston 
wrote in a letter to conference 
personnel.

Johnston’s letter was 
reprinted in a newsletter for 
WMU staff at Baptist state 
conventions with the notation 
that WMU leaders “were not 
involved in making the deci­
sion” to cancel the conference.

While the event was being 
co-developed by the Sunday 
School Board and Woman’s 
Missionary Union, a WMU 
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the Cooperative Program ac­
counts for another 35 percent.

Larry Lewis, Home Mission 
Board president, said although 
the special offering decrease is 
disappointing, it is not a sur­
prise.

“The 1992 Easter Offering 
was a record, nearly a 7 percent 
increase over the previous year. 
In these uncertain financial 

spokesperson confirmed the 
decision to cancel was made 
unilaterally by the BSSB.

Trudy Johnson, WMU mis­
sion involvement specialist, 
said Jay Johnston called her 
first to say he was thinking 
about cancelling the confer­
ence and later to say he had 
made the decision.

She described her reaction 
as “shock and disappointment. 
I hurt for the women who are 
not going to be able to have 
this experience,” she said.

As co-developer WMU 
helped with promotion and de­
velopment of general sessions 
and conferences and provided 
some conference personnel. □ 
— Adapted from Baptist Press 
and Associated Baptist Press 

ficult to maintain that kind of 
increase, so we budgeted for an 
offering of $36 million.” The fi­
nal total is 1 percent over the 
budgeted amount and thus, ac­
cording to Lewis, will not im­
mediately impact work on the 
mission field.

“However, we are concerned 
about potential budget short­
falls from all income sources for 
this year and next, 1994 and 
1995. In fact, I have asked our 
management staff to study our 
organization with the possibili­
ty of some minimal 'downsizing 
toward the end of this year or 
next,” Lewis explained.

Lewis said he has imple­
mented a hiring freeze at the 
agency for the first three 
months of the year, anticipat­
ing the internal study to be
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“This action should not be 
seen as an extreme measure. 
We are simply not filling vacant 
positions in Atlanta until we 
have a better feeling for 1995 
income projections. It’s simply 
prudent management,” he said.

A number of SBC entities 
implemented staff reductions 
and reorganizations last year 
including the Sunday School 
and Foreign Mission boards, 
the Stewardship Commission 
and several state conventions.

Lewis called on Southern 
Baptists to renew their support 
of both the special missions of­
fering and the Cooperative Pro­
gram. “We cannot meet ever-in­
creasing spiritual needs across 
our country with ever-decreas­
ing resources.” □

Give Through the 
Cooperative 
Program

Hunter’s ministry in 1993: 
Bayside, Chattanooga 
Cumberland Mem., Chat. 
Sunnyside, Kingsport 
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FBC, Carthage 
FBC, Gordonsville 
PLUS: Greater Smith 
County Area Crusade

Free! Estimates 
and Interior 

Design 
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TenneScene w the people, their work

■ Eugene Cotey, retired 
pastor, First Church, Mur­
freesboro, has been called as 
interim pastor, Signal Moun­
tain Church, Signal Mountain, 
effective Jan. 23.

■ Whitehaven Church, 
Memphis, called Clint 
Nichols as interim music min­
ister. Nichols has served

churches in Tennessee and 
Mississippi and has been pro­
fessor and chairman of the mu­
sic department at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

■ Jere Phillips, Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Missions 
Department, is serving as in­
terim pastor of Beverly Hills 
Church, Memphis, effective 
Jan. 1.

■ Rosa Jo Smith, pianist

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS of Baptist Memorial Health 
Care System trustees are, from left. Henry West of Henning, Milton 
Magee, Dyersburg, and J. Ralph McIntyre, Nashville. The commit­
tee was elected Dec. 14. The system is affiliated with the Baptist 
conventions of Tennessee, Arkansas, and Mississippi.

of Ridgedale Church, Chatta­
nooga, was honored for 40 
years of service Dec. 26.

■ First Church, Jackson, or­
dained Roy Appleton, Walt 
Hendrix, Ron Kirkland, and 
Bill Malone Jan. 9.

■ R. G. Elliott is serving as 
interim pastor of Toone 
Church, Toone.

■ Gary Frye has been 
called as pastor of Bethlehem 
Church, WOiiteville.

■ Sonny Baker and Scott 
Solowey were ordained dea­
cons of New Harmony Church, 
Paris.

the churches

■ First Church, West­
moreland, which has about 
100 resident members, gave 
$1,100 for foreign missions, ex­
ceeding its goal by $200.

■ Audubon Park Church, 
Memphis, will hold a study on 
families Jan. 30 at 4 p.m. Ken­
ny Rains of the Southern Bap­
tist Brotherhood Commission, 
Memphis, will lead.

STONEBROOK MISSION, SMYRNA, members Jeremy Johnson 
and Bob and Kara Peck, drop their debt notes into the fire during 
the Dec. 19 ceremony celebrating the congregation’s debt-free 
property. Larry Kirk, left, Tennessee Baptist Convention Missions 
Department; Bruce Coleman, pastor; and Jim Powers, director of 
missions, Concord Association; look on. First Church, Smyrna, 
sponsors the congregation.

■ the schools ■ the associations

■ Tennessee alumni of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary recently elected 
Dennis Trull of Savannah as 
president, Dallas P. Roscoe of 
Hixson as president-elect, and 
Wesley Pitts, director of mis­
sions, Cumberland Plateau As­
sociation, secretary.

■ The annual Evangelism 
Conference of Concord Asso­
ciation will be Feb. 8 at First 
Church, Murfreesboro. Ron 
Herrod, pastor, Central 
Church, Oak Ridge, will lead 
the conference.

Study course enrollment tops 1.6 million students last year
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The 
Church Study Course, a South­

ern Baptist educational system 
designed to support the train­
ing efforts of local churches, 
reached a record enrollment of

1,674,671 in 1993. That total 
is a 5 percent increase over the 
previous year’s 1,588,363, ac­
cording to figures released by
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received by Feb. 15. Interviews will be completed by April 15.
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Please mail an application to;
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Mail to: Grace Darden, Tennessee Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn. 37024-0728

the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board in Nashville.

Topping the list of earned 
awards by Southern Baptists 
in 1993 were Texas Baptists, 
with 104,636. They also 
achieved the largest numerical 
increase with 11,727 more 
awards than in 1992. Other 
top-ranking states were Flori­
da, with 64,048; Georgia, with 
50,956; North Carolina, with 
45,604; Tennessee, with 
44,925; and Alabama, with 
41,800.

Following Texas in numeri­
cal increases for 1993 were 
California, with 3,735; Kansas- 
Nebraska, with 2,999; Ken­
tucky, with 1,569; Illinois, with 
1,425; and Utah-Idaho, with 
1,231.

According to Jerry L. Chap­
man, supervisor of the Church 
Study Course (CSC) resources 
section at the Sunday School 
Board, 86,308 persons entered 
the CSC system in 1993, an 
average of 1,660 new students 
each week.

More than 710,000 awards, 
down from 714,247 in 1992, 
and 175,000 diplomas, an in­
crease from 161,311 in 1992, 
were earned during the year 
by participants who selected 
from more than 600 courses in 
24 subject areas. And while 
the heart of CSC is leadership 
training. Chapman said many 
courses are available for all 
persons in personal Christian 
growth. In 1993, diplomas for

leadership studies totaled 
42,250; diplomas issued by 
subject areas reached 19,351; 
and Christian development 
diplomas totaled 113,446.

Chapman said the most 
popular courses for the year in­
cluded “Experiencing God,” 
with 138,319 awards, followed 
by the Adult Winter Bible 
study book for 1993, “Matthew 
5-7: Design for Discipleship,” 
with 67,526 awards. Other top 
subject areas in popularity 
were “MasterLife,” “Survival 
Kit” and “PrayerLife.”

Subject areas include the 
church, evangelism and wit­
nessing, Christian growth and 
service, Bible studies, Baptist 
doctrine, Christian ethics, 
Christian history, missions, 
church music, Sunday school, 
discipleship, leadership studies 
for WMU and Brotherhood or­
ganizations, the Christian fam­
ily, deacon ministry', adminis­
trative leadership, recreation 
leadership, church media li­
brary, stewardship, pastoral 
ministries and weekday educa­
tion.

Tennessee also ranked high 
in various categories: Sunday 
School, 109 (2); Church Media 
Library, 545 (1); Recreation, 
103 (2); Church Music, 65 (6); 
and Discipleship Training 9, 
(6). □
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By Lonnie Wilkey 

associate editor

WILKEY

Baptist Press

ASHEBORO, N.C. — A 
committee has been named to 
study a possible funding rela­
tionship between the Baptist 
State Convention of North 
Carolina and Luther Rice Sem­
inary, Lithonia, Ga., and Mid­
America Seminary, Memphis.

Kathryn Hamrick, president 
of.the convention’s general 
board, named the committee, 
following instructions from the 
convention’s annual meeting in 
November.

The 1994 Baptist State Con­
vention budget includes a 
small item in the optional sec­
tion for Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Richmond, a move 
which prompted concern by 
some that other non-Southern 
Baptist seminaries also be con­
sidered for similar funding.

God's servant
Tragic news always is hard 

to comprehend. It is even more 
so when that news involves 
someone you know.

Such was the case when I 
learned of retired missionary 
Ruth Womack’s death in De­
cember. Ruth was killed in a 
car accident in her hometown 
of McMinnville.

I met Ruth almost three 
years ago when I went to the 
Philippines on a mission trip 
with a team of medical volun­
teers.

At the then “young” age of 
70, Ruth usually was a few 
steps ahead of 
her younger 
co-volunteers. 
Ruth had an 
enthusiasm 
and love for 
missions that 
kept her from 
slowing down 
even after her 
retirement as director of the 
Kersey Children’s Home in 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, three 
years before.

I interviewed Ruth for a 
story I used with my Philip­
pines articles. In it she said 
she had already started saving 
money for her next mission 
trip. “I hope to keep on work­
ing until the Lord says stop,” 
she said.

So, it was no surprise when 
I learned that when she died 
she had been somewhere help­
ing a person in McMinnville 
who had a need.

Though her death was trag­
ic, I know Ruth died happy for 
she had been doing what she 
had done for a lifetime: giving 
something of herself so others 
would see the goodness of 
Christ.

Wouldn’t it be great if all 
Christians could leave such a 
legacy? □
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N.C. to study funding Luther Rice, Mid-America
The 11-person seminary 

committee, named during the 
general board executive com­
mittee meeting in December at 
Caraway Conference Center 
near Asheboro, will be chaired 
by Dot Allred, former state 
convention first vice president 
and current interim director of 

"-North Carolina Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union.

Allred served on a similar 
committee that recommended 
the funding procedure for the 
Richmond seminary.

Messengers to the state con­
vention in November asked 
that a committee be appointed 
to consider a line item be in­
cluded in the regular budget 
allowing churches to send 
money to Luther Rice and/or 
Mid-America and count the 
money as Cooperative Program 

Real Evangelism 
1994 BiLie Conference
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CHURCH BUSES
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• Over 60 used buses in stock
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(404) 926-4428 
(Nursery Provided)

A Dynamic 3-Day Conference Featuring Some of America', Beat Readier* anil Muaiciana— 
AcaenteJ by Bailey Smith Miniatriea

gifts. There would be no set 
dollar amount in the budget 
for the seminaries. All money 
would be designated by the 
churches.

Currently churches may 
send money through the state 
convention to three non-South- 
ern Baptist or state convention 
causes: the Christian Action 
League of North Carolina, 
American Bible Society, and 
Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship, but may not count this 
money as Cooperative Program 
contributions.

The Luther Rice/Mid-Ameri- 
ca proposal would be similar to 
these three causes, except such 
money would be listed as Coop­
erative Program.

If any arrangement is ap­
proved with the two seminar­
ies, the money would be dis­

Call Henry Headden today: 
. 1 (800)370-6180

1 (615) 371-6180

CLASSIC II: No CDL License Required

tributed as grants for North 
Carolina Baptist students at­
tending those seminaries, sim­
ilar to the plan already in 
place with Gardner-Webb Di­
vinity School and the Rich­
mond seminary. □
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k Sunday School lesson commentary
U Jesus begins his public ministry — Bible Book Series for January 23
By Edward North, pastor, First Church, Humboldt

John is famous for his dual 
meanings. He tells a story with 
an obvious, surface meaning, 
but running parallel to that, 
like an underground stream, is 
a deeper, richer truth. One of 
his most prominent undercur­
rents is that of cleansing.

The cleansing Gospel 
— w. 3-9a

The wedding at Cana is a 
frontispiece to the Gospel, pic­
turing our Lord entering into 
human troubles, supplying 
whatever is needed, and mak­
ing life rich and joyful. The key 
to understanding this event lies 
in Jesus’ words to his mother 
when she reported the shortage 
of wine, “My hour is not yet 
come” (v. 4).

By his “hour” Jesus meant 
his death, implying that his 
mission was far more serious 
than meeting social emergen-

Focal Passages 
John 2:3-9a, 13-22

cies. While he was, and is, con­
cerned about every human 
need, Jesus did not come to be 
a social worker; he came to 
save lost sinners.

But our Lord saw in the 
“wine problem” an opportunity 
to make clear his mission and 
message. Thus it was that at a 
village girl’s wedding, the very 
Son of God performed his first 
sign and showed forth his glory.

The miracle of water into 
wine expresses the inadequacy 
of the Jewish order, and the vi­
tality and cleansing power of 
the Gospel. The waterpots rep­
resent Jewish ceremonialism, 
with the number six suggesting 
its incompleteness. Jesus com­
mands them filled to the brim, 

not only to indicate that the 
Jewish system had achieved its 
purpose, but that he had come 
to fulfill it. When the Lord or- 
ders the stewards to “draw 
some out,” he uses a verb typi­
cally translated “to draw from a 
well.” The water transformed 
into wine was not that in the 
waterpots, for it was stagnant 
and would have produced more 
than 120 gallons of wine, a 
waste. The wine came from a 
new, seventh, and complete 
source. It symbolized the “new 
wine” of the Gospel which 
cleanses not the outside of man, 
but his inner being.

The cleansing of the 
temple — w. 13-17

John’s Gospel is unique in 
that he helps us understand 
that Jesus made several visits 
to Jerusalem. He not only 
cleansed the temple during the 

final week of his passion, but 
on the occasion of his first visit. 
This explains, in large mea­
sure, the hostility Jesus en­
countered on that last visit.

Jesus was incensed by the 
commercialization of God’s 
house of prayer. Mark provides 
an intriguing insight in his ac­
count: “My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all 
nations” (ch. 11:17). The mer­
chants and money changers oc­
cupied the Court of the Gen­
tiles. Jesus did not want one in­
quiring Gentile to be put off by 
the unspiritual environment of 
the temple. Would that culture 
bound, worldly churches could 
see that they are often stum­
blingblocks to the unbeliever, 
and see Jesus, scourge in hand, 
standing at the door.

Confirming the cleanser 
— w. 18-22

The Jews demanded a sign 
from Jesus as evidence of his 
authority. Jesus told them if 
they destroyed the temple he 
would raise it up in three days. 
They thought he was speaking 
of Herod’s temple which had 
been in process for 46 years. 
He, of course, meant the temple 
of his body in which God was 
present. The Jews never got it. 
Even the disciples didn’t get it 
until after the resurrection.

Jesus not only scourged the 
temple, but was willing to be 
scourged and put to death as 
the living temple. His life, 
teachings, actions, and death 
were authenticated by the res­
urrection.

Paul said, “If Christ is not 
risen, then our preaching is in 
vain and your faith is also vain” 
(I Corinthians 15:14).

That is our confirming sign. □

n Jesus calls, commissions disciples — Convention Uniform Series for January 23
By Ken Clayton, pastor, Tulip Grove Church, Old Hickory

I read a story about a child in 
Sunday School who was asked to 
quote John 3:16. She began, “For 
God so loved the world that he 
gave his only forgotten Son. . . I” 
Sadly, in our churches today, 
there are those who have forgot­
ten the Son.

Jesus calls 
disciples — 9:57-62 

Jesus offered to others the op­
portunity to believe in him and 
follow him. Luke presents three 
examples of persons who had an 
inadequate understanding of 
discipleship or who wanted to 
make a show of following Jesus, 
but did not have a true commit­
ment to him.

The first person had enthusi­
asm and spoke openly of his will­

ingness to follow Jesus any­
where. Jesus’ response suggests 
that he knew the person’s shal­
lowness and unpreparedness for 
the difficulties ahead (w. 57-58).

The second person was called 
by Jesus, but responded that he 
must work with his father until 
the time when his father would 
die. When Jesus is our first pri­
ority, all other relationships will 
be in their proper order, none 
being neglected. The top priority 
for this man was to preach the 
kingdom of God (w. 59-60).

The third person was willing 
to be a disciple, but he too had 
an excuse to delay his obedience 
to Jesus.

The call to enter into a faith 
relationship with Jesus is ur­

gent. We must not delay (w. 61- 
62).

Perhaps these people later re­
sponded favorably to Jesus’ call. 
Were they among the 70? We 
don’t know. We do know there 
are those today who have forgot­
ten Jesus, who choose not to fol­
low.

Jesus commissions 
disciples —10:1-2

Jesus appointed 70 to go be­
fore him to prepare for his com­
ing. Having just seen the nega­
tive responses, it seems incredi­
ble that Jesus would trust any­
one with the important task of 
declaring the kingdom. Jesus af­
firmed those disciples. He want­
ed them to grow, so he gave 
them responsibility.

Focal Passage 
Luke 9:57-62; 10:1-12

Jesus instructs 
disciples — 10:3-12 

The instructions were similar 
to those given to the 12 (9:1-6). 
Jesus knew the value of training 
•and equipping his followers for 
the task he had called them to 
do. Jesus knew the cross was be­
fore him and he did not hide the 
danger that they might face (v. 
3). Since time was short, he 
wanted nothing to delay or hin­
der their urgent mission (v. 4). 
The disciples were to accept the 
hospitality offered to them by 
anyone because of the need of 

urgency and the need to show 
acceptance to the people they 
met (w. 5-8). They were empow­
ered to heal and to proclaim the 
presence in power of the king­
dom of God (v. 9).

Jesus also wanted his disci­
ples to be able to deal with rejec­
tion. The rejection of their mes­
sage was really a rejection of Je­
sus. The disciples would have 
confidence that they had been 
faithful in proclaiming the king­
dom and could go on boldly do­
ing so. The judgment of God 
would be upon those who reject 
the message (w. 10-12).

We who have heard the call of 
Jesus need to boldly carry out 
his commission to take the news 
of the kingdom to all people. □

U What if I have doubts? — Life and Work Series for January 23
By Charles Bryan, pastor, Central Church, Alcoa

Our lesson’s title asks a very 
important question with which 
we have all at times struggled. 
What does it mean to have 
doubts? Does it mean that we 
have a lack of faith? Or is it an 
opportunity for our faith to grow' 
and mature? If we are human, 
we will have occasions of doubt. 
The important issue is not 
whether we will have doubts, 
but how we will respond when 
doubts arise. Will we respond 
with cynicism and unbelief or 
will we allow our faith to be 
strengthened and affirmed?

Having questions and being 
unsure is not wrong. In fact, it is 
important in the Christian walk 
not to accept everything at face 
value or just because the preach­
er said it. We should not have a 
blind faith that never questions, 
but should have a living faith 
that is willing to face our doubts 
and questions and seek answers 
in the midst of uncertainty.

Our lesson this week begins 
with John sending two of his dis­

ciples to ask Jesus some ques­
tions (vv. 18-19). As we know, 
John was in prison at the time of 
these questions. Due to his per­
sonal difficulties and the fact 
that Jesus had not exactly fit the 
mold of the Messiah, John had 
begun to wonder if Jesus really 
was the long-awaited Messiah. 
Two thoughts come to mind for 
me from these verses. First, like 
John, we sometimes allow our 
preconceived ideas to cause us to 
have doubts. We must be careful 
that we base our faith in God 
and his Word, and not on what 
other people have said or what 
we have always thought. Second, 
like John, we must face doubts 
by turning to Jesus Christ to re­
ceive our help and answers.

When John’s disciples came 
to Jesus, they identified them­
selves and posed their questions 
(v. 20). By sending his disciples 
to Jesus, John did not express 
his doubts, but rather his faith 
in Jesus.

Faith involves believing even

Focal Passages 
Luke 7:18-28

when we are uncertain about the 
way events are unfolding in our 
lives or the way it seems that 
God is at work in the situation.

Each time questions and 
doubts arise, we have to make a 
decision — is Jesus the One who 
can meet our need or should we 
look to another? John looked to 
Jesus and so should we.

Jesus gave the disciples of 
John an answer through his ac­
tions (w. 21-23). John’s disciples 
were to go and tell what they 
had seen and heard.

When our doubts and ques­
tions arise, perhaps our faith 
could be strengthened by recall­
ing the ways that God has 
worked and spoken in our lives 
in the past, knowing that he will 
do so again. Verse 23 is a re­
minder to accept Jesus Christ 
for who he is, not who we expect 
him to be.

After John’s disciples left, Je­
sus began to discuss John with 
the people (vv. 24-28). Many 
wondered about John just as 
they wondered about Jesus. 
Were people to discard John and 
forget about him because he was 
now in prison at the hand of 
Herod? Jesus reminded the peo­
ple that John was a very impor­
tant person, the prophet who 
made the way for Jesus the Mes­
siah. John’s status in the eyes of 
Jesus was not diminished be­
cause he was in prison or be­
cause he had some doubts and

Chile prayer concerns — Jan. 20-26
This week, please pray for 

the following concerns in the 
Chile/Tennessee Partnership:

♦ The TBC team at the 
Girls’ Home in Temuco,

• The TBC construction 
team in Concepcion,

• Missionaries Janis Dietz 
and Gene Huckaby, 

questions.
This lesson should be a 

source of encouragement to us 
because it reminds us that God 
will not reject or punish us be­
cause we have questions or 
doubts. In fact, it should encour­
age us to take our questions to 
God in confidence. Our faith will 
grow and increase when we face 
our doubts openly and honestly 
before God.

What if you have doubts? 
Thank God for the opportunity 
to learn something new about 
him. □

♦ Partnership coordinators 
Jarvis Hearn and Richard 
Poe,

• The follow-up on those 
who made professions of faith 
during the medical team visit, 
and

• Chile pastor Urbana 
Gomez. □

Baptist and Reflector ■ January 19, 1994 11



State paper brought ^home7 
to missionary in Philippines 
Its your 'home' newspaper, too!..

When Tennessee Baptist Rick 
Mitchell of Chattanooga was a mis­
sionary in the Philippines, he felt the 
Baptist and Reflector was so important 
that he asked his home church to send 
it airmail every week.
Here's why: Rick Mitchell proudly displays the latest 

issue of the Baptist and Reflector.

"I have been reading the Baptist and Reflector for as long as I can remember. Before 
I could read, I looked at the pictures. My parents and I lived in Chattanooga and at­
tended Brainerd Church. The church subscribed to the paper for every family of the 
church.

"It came every week. God used my looking at the pictures and later my reading of the 
paper to be one of the influences in my life in leading me into the Gospel ministry.

"I am now 44, and I have been reading the paper and looking at the pictures for 
________ 1 about 39 years. I can remember

i 
i 
i
i
i 
s
i

------------ - . formation about I how the leaders in my church 
please send my chore in supported the Baptist and
thp following plans: church to । Reflector and encouraged us to

T iai Plan - ,or 6° ' read it each week.receive ine i
days at no cost. to print lts ‘ "I believe the paper is helpful

. Church Page Plan page of the | for an Tennessee Baptists —
SaptVand Reflector. i because it makes us aware of

__  _ —---------- mission needs and gives us all
Name of Church ________— » the news."

Address — ’• — The Baptist and
I Your name Phone ( Reflector ---- good for

Title -------------------- 728, Brentwood. Tenn. 37024 J &

। Mail form to.-_______________j missionaries and all

----------------------------- Tennessee Baptists!
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