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Yes, there will be a State 
Evangelism Conference this 
year, and it’s not likely to be 
blasted by ice and snow.

Jerry King, Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention Evangelism 
Department director, says the 
conference has been resched­
uled for April 21-22 at First 
Church, Hendersonville.

Inclement weather, featur­
ing sub-freezing temperature 
and icy conditions, forced can­
cellation of the regularly 
scheduled conference last 
month. Only about 30 were 
present.

King says he is trying to en­
list the original faculty for the 
Hendersonville meeting. Thus
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state —
■ Vacation Bible School 

clinics set to train work­
ers. — Page 3

■ McMinnville church 
meets offering goal in 
memory of Ruth 
Womack. — Page 7

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

far he has assurances from 
Herschel Hobbs, Manuel Scott, 
Tom Madden, Jack Stanton, 
and Franklin Paschall. “Our 
people can be sure we will 
have the best possible lineup, 
but some of the original staff 
may not be able to be with us,” 
King says.

Bill Cox, a former staff 
member with the Baptist Sun-

day School Board and resident 
of Donelson, will lead music.

King also said the Thurs­
day-Friday sessions should 
prove helpful to many lay per­
sons, and that he is trying to 
enlist a lay speaker for Friday 
night.

The new date may have con­
flicts, but King said it was the 
best possible time available.

Two Rivers Church, site for 
the January meeting, was not 
available on the open dates on 
the TBC calendar.

The Hendersonville church 
can well accommodate atten­
dance and parking, said King. 
“We appreciate both churches 
for their cooperation.”

More details will be report­
ed later. □

FMB releases healthy report card for 1993
By Don Martin 
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND — The South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s 1993 overseas report 
card is out — recording new 
highs in churches, church 
membership, and baptisms.

Totals for newly constituted 
churches, mission and preach­
ing points, and membership in 
Bible teaching ministries also 
hit record levels in 1993, ac­
cording to annual statistics 
compiled by the office of Jim 
Slack, the board’s church 
growth consultant.

The year’s healthy report 
card — reflecting work of mis­
sionaries, their overseas Bap­
tist partners, and more than 
11,000 Southern Baptist vol­
unteers — is a welcomed be­
ginning for the FMB’s new 
president.

“I believe we’re seeing a 
spiritual momentum that can’t 
be deterred,” said Jerry 
Rankin, who was elected presi­
dent last June after 23 years 
as a missionary and field ad­
ministrator.

“Over the years we’ve dealt 
with gains and losses, peaks 
and ebbs, but we’ve moved into 
a new era of steady increases,” 
he said. “This spiritual mo­
mentum means God is moving. 
My concern is that we be part 
of that. This goes back to what 
I’ve said before, that God will 
achieve his goals in the world. 
Our task is to join him and be 
part of his plan.”

Churches: Churches that 
Southern Baptist missionaries 
relate to have nearly doubled 
in six years, increasing from 
17,769 in 1987 to 35,188 in 
1993. In the last year alone, 
the number grew by 2,391, a 
7.29 percent increase.

“We’re seeing a growth rate 
in which the number of 
churches is doubling in six 
years, and we can begin to en­
vision the world literally being 
evangelized through the multi­
plying rate of the network of 
churches,” Rankin said.

Church membership: It 
climbed from 3,450,888 to 
3,735,949, an 8.26 percent in­
crease. “It shows that we have 
a methodology in church plant­
ing that 
works,” Slack 
said. “It’s pro­
viding solid 
growth in 
membership.”

Baptisms: 
The 262,758 
baptisms by 
overseas Bap­
tists, mission­
aries, and vol­
unteers was a 
record for the 
third straight 
year. Baptisms 
increased by 
4.31 percent, 
climbing from 
251,901 in 
1992. That sig­
nals the board 
has broken out 
of its cycle of

radical ups and downs in bap­
tism growth rates.

“A number of things cause 
this,” Slack said. “One year 
overseas crusades will result 
in a large number of profes­
sions of faith, followed by a 
wave of baptisms. Then they 
move into discipling (the new 
Christians). These cycles, with 
huge variances in numbers of 
baptisms, hit because we can’t 
maintain crusade levels every 
year. But now we see signs 
that we’ve moved into patterns 
based more on strong church 
growth rather than crusades.”

Newly constituted churches: 
The emphasis on church 
growth helped set the record 
for the number of congrega-

tions constituted into church­
es, from 1,606 to 2,019.

Mission and preaching 
points: Missionaries, overseas 
Baptists, and volunteers also 
helped mission and preaching 
points increase from 23,889 in 
1992 to 25,327 in 1993. This is 
a 6 percent growth rate for 
preaching points, which are 
the Gospel outposts that one 
day may mature into churches.

Currently, preaching points 
take 11.8 years on a world av­
erage to mature into churches.

Bible teaching ministries: 
1993’s record total of 2,230,282 
people enrolled in Bible classes 
now falls under a new title of 
“Bible Teaching Ministries,” 
— See FMB, page 2

LEADING THE WAY
Bumper years in church growth
The number of overseas churches relating to Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board missionaries has 
doubled since 1987.
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Baptist leaders approve Disney SBC specials
Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — A num­
ber of arrangements have been 
announced for the 1994 session 
of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention June 14-16 in Orlando, 
according to SBC officials, in­
cluding a special package with 
the popular Disney World.

The annual meeting is at 
the Orange County Convention 
Center. Rooms, especially close 
to the convention center, are 
going fast, but there are still 
plenty of rooms in the area, ac­
cording to Jack Wilkerson, vice 
president for business and fi­
nance for the SBC Executive 
Committee and the Orlando 
convention manager.

However, Wilkerson 
warned, a World Cup Soccer 
game, scheduled for the week­
end after the SBC meeting, is 
already sold out. He urged peo­
ple planning vacations at the 
SBC to do so prior to the June 
14-16 meeting.

Foreign Mission Board releases healthy report card...
— Continued from page 1 
not Sunday School. The name 
change more accurately re­
flects the various forms of 
Bible teaching in the world of 
missions. But the bulk of it 
still comes from traditional 
Bible teaching in Sunday 
School, Slack said.

Overseas mission force: As 
overseas figures grew, so did 
the number of people serving 
in the largest mission force in 
the board’s 148-year history. 
The mission force closed out 
1993 with 3,954 missionaries, 
up from 1992 when the total 
stood at 3,893. The board also 
appointed a record 495 person­
nel — 223 career and associate 
missionaries and 272 two-year 
personnel.

That’s a 22.5 percent in­
crease over 1992 when the 
board appointed 404.

World A advances: Another 
high point in this year’s sum­
mary comes from “World A,” 
that part of the world with lit­
tle or no access to the Gospel, 
often because of religious or 
governmental restrictions. In

TBC's Sunday School Department 
seeks suggestions for openings

Recommendations and/or 
resumes are being accepted for 
two positions in the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Sunday 
School Department.

The positions are program 
associate, director of youth, 
college, and single work, and 
program associate, director of 
preschool work.

Persons interested in either 
position should have a combi­

A “minimal” shuttle service 
is planned, costing $1 per per­
son per ride, basically along 
the main International Boule­
vard where many of the hotels 
are located. Although the con­
vention center is expanding 
and under construction, there 
still will be parking available 
in close proximity, about one- 
quarter mile, with about 5,000 
spaces. Parking ranges from 
$3-4 per day.

Although no attendance 
forecast has been made for Or­
lando, its popularity as a fami­
ly recreation area has led SBC 
officials to work out an agree­
ment with Disney World for a 
special package for Southern 
Baptists.

SBC officials urged conven­
tion-goers and families who 
plan to enjoy Walt Disney 
World to arrive early. Special 
— offered only to SBC atten- 
ders — two- and three-day 
passes for all three Disney 
parks are available. The spe-

1993, the board sought to 
reach 85 of the world’s 212 
least evangelised people 
groups which will number one 
million or more people by the 
year 2000. People groups share 
the same heritage, culture, be­
lief system, and language.

Also in 1993, mission work­
ers in World A helped estab­
lish 37 churches and baptized 
746 people. They also began 
237 preaching points and now 
work with 131 churches with a

Church, state needs to integrate to resolve 
health care problem, surgeon general says
By Sarah Zimmerman 
For Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Integration, 
not separation, of church and 
state is needed to resolve 
America’s health care prob­
lems, the U.S. surgeon general 
told 150 religious leaders.

“You’ve got power, prestige, 
and positions of influence. 
We’ve got scientific knowledge 

nation of education and/or 
experience in these specific 
areas.

Details as to job description 
may be obtained by contacting 
Greer Ruble, TBC Sunday 
School Department director.

Recommendations and/or 
resumes should be sent to the 
Executive Office, Tennessee B 
aptist Convention, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024- 
0728.□ 

cial tickets will not be avail­
able at the gate or to the gen­
eral public. They are good for 
admission to the Magic King­
dom, EPCOT Center, and/or 
Disney-MGM Studios.

Ticket order forms are 
available by writing the SBC 
Executive Committee, 901 
Commerce Street, Suite 750, 
Nashville, Tenn., 37203 or 
calling (615) 244-2355 to ask 
for the order form.

The special SBC packages 
for the Orlando meeting are 
available from June 1-21, but 
exclude June 14-15, the first 
two days of the SBC annual 
meeting.

Earlier SBC officials had 
sent a letter of protest to the 
Walt Disney Corporation over 
a company subsidiary’s adver­
tising on “NYPD Blue,” a con­
troversial ABC television pro­
gram.

Morris H. Chapman, SBC 
Executive Committee presi­
dent, said the SBC had ex­

total membership of 54,553.
“I doubt anybody would 

have said four years ago that 
you would get 37 new churches 
in a given year in these areas,” 
Slack said. “I thought it was 
going to take a lot longer than 
this. When you consider the re­
strictions these people face and 
all the handicaps they work 
under, it’s beyond expecta­
tions.”

World A’s solid showing is 
joined by the other regions of 

and no power. We need your 
leadership to get things done,” 
Joycelyn Elders said during an 
interfaith meeting in Atlanta.

The Jan. 23-25 meeting was 
sponsored by the Interfaith 
Health Program of the Carter 
Center, an Atlanta-based pub­
lic policy institute led by for­
mer President Jimmy Carter.

Elders said her brother, a 
United Methodist minister, 
made her aware of an informal 
network of ministers when she 
tried to start school-based 
health clinics in Arkansas.

She credited the ministers’ 
support, in part, for changes in 
the Arkansas health system, 
including a reduction in teen 
pregnancies.

Churches can be involved in 
preventive medicine by becom­
ing partners with public 
health agencies, she said.

Fred Loper, physician and 
Southern Baptist home mis­
sionary, affirmed the need for 
churches to cooperate with 

pressed its concern over the 
matter to Disney officials but 
also understood that many 
Southern Baptists will be go­
ing to Orlando for vacations 
and will want to visit the pop­
ular attractions in the area. □

SBC childcare 
registration opens
Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Regis­
tration for on-site childcare 
for preschool children of out- 
of-town messengers to the 
1994 Southern Baptist Con­
vention, June 14-16, is now 
being accepted.

For registration material, 
write to SBC Preschool 
Child Care, Shirley Dusek, 
4585 Saint Brides Court, Or­
lando, Fla. 32812.

Childcare registration 
will be confirmed on a first- 
come, first-served basis. □ 

the world, Rankin added.
“In the past, most of our 

growth was represented by a 
handful of our largest missions 
and our most responsive ar­
eas,” Rankin said. What’s re­
flected here is that the growth 
is global. Every region and 
area reflects increases in bap­
tisms and churches.

“We’re seeing God moving, 
not in just a few isolated 
places, but around the world,” 
he concluded. □ 

other groups to provide health 
care.

Most churches do not have 
the professional staff or the fi­
nancial resources to indepen­
dently address health needs, 
noted Loper.

During another session, 
participants discussed poten­
tial conflicts in church and 
health department partner­
ships. Two examples were 
church support of sexual absti­
nence outside marriage and 
criticism of drug abuse while 
some health departments dis­
tribute condoms and promote 
needle exchanges to lessen 
transmission of the virus that 
causes AIDS.

Congregations should wres­
tle with the issue to develop 
their response, said Dwight 
Jackson, a St. Louis Baptist 
pastor.

If churches do not address 
health concerns, “solutions will 
be based on economic rather 
than moral principles,” he 
said. □
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New postal rules 
threaten church

Senate could debate lottery any time

bulletins, newsletters
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The Re­
ligious Press Association coali­
tion has launched a protest 
campaign over changes and 
proposed changes in rates for 
second- and third-class mail.

Prior to changes enacted in 
late December, nonprofit pub­
lications with less than 10 per­
cent advertising were mailed 
at second-class nonprofit rates, 
explained Bob Terry, editor of 
the Missouri Baptist Conven­
tion’s Word & Way newsjour­
nal and postal representative 
for the coalition.

Nonprofit organizations — 
including most state Baptist 
newsjoumals — paid for-profit 
rates only on the amount of 
advertising that exceeded 10 
percent, Terry continued.

Under the new regulations, 
he noted, second-class mailers 
pay for-profit rates for the en­
tire portion of the publication 
that contains advertising.

The greatest danger, Terry 
said, is in third-class propos­
als, which would affect most 
newsletters published by 
20,000 or more local Southern 
Baptist churches.

The proposals require non­
profits to use the third-class 
for-profit rate, not the third- 
class nonprofit rate, for publi­
cations that contain any adver­
tising not substantially related 
to the purpose of the organiza­
tion. Ads need not be paid un­
der the U.S.P.S. definition.

The differences could cost 
nonprofit mailers using third- 
class mail an additional 40 
percent, Terry said, urging 
nonprofit mailers to protest 
the changes before Feb. 9 to 
Manager, Mailing Standards; 
Marketing Systems, U.S.P.S.; 
475 L’Enfant Plaza West SW; 
Washington, DC 20260-2419.

Three AIDS conferences slated 
in Tennessee during February

Three AIDS conferences, 
sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention’s Disciple­
ship Training Department, 
will be held in February.

The theme of the conference 
is “AIDS: Crisis for Church 
and Families.”

Dates and locations are as 
follows:

Feb. 10 — Judson Church, 
Nashville

Feb. 17 — Shelby County 
Association, Camp Cordova, 
Cordova

Feb. 18 — Beulah Baptist 
Mission Center, Union City.

Feb. 9 is the last day for 
public comment on the pro­
posed third-class regulations.

The Religious Press Associ­
ation coalition includes the 
Southern Baptist Press Associ­
ation, Evangelical Press Asso­
ciation, Catholic Press Associ­
ation, and Associated Church 
Press.

Concerning the third-class 
regulations, Terry further ex­
plained, for example, if in a 
weekly church bulletin a pas­
tor encouraged attendance at 
an upcoming annual meeting 
or asked youth choir members 
to buy T-shirts for their up­
coming missions trip, the bul­
letin could not be mailed third- 
class at the nonprofit rate, but 
only for the for-profit rate, Ter­
ry said.

The U.S. Postal Service has 
adopted a “substantially relat­
ed” test, Terry explained, un­
der which nonprofits can be 
charged higher postal rates for 
any materials whose purposes 
do not match those for which 
the organization was founded 
and granted a nonprofit mail­
ing permit.

Terry stated, “For the 
postal service, the decision 
means more paperwork and 
more checking of each third- 
class mailing submitted by 
nonprofits since the guidelines 
propose that each mailing be 
accompanied by a letter verify­
ing that all advertising in a 
mailing is substantially relat­
ed to the purpose of the orga­
nization. Does the postal serv­
ice really need more papers to 
check, more filing to do? Does 
the postal service have the ex­
cess work capacity in its pres­
ent work force to absorb these 
extra tasks? Present compli­
ance with delivery standards 
indicates the answer to both 
questions is ‘no.’ ” □

Registration at all three 
sites begins at 12:30, with ses­
sions lasting 1-5 p.m. Topics to 
be discussed are “The Realities 
of AIDS from a Medical Per­
spective,” “Pastoral Care to 
Persons with AIDS and their 
Families,” and “How Churches 
Can Respond to AIDS.”

Neil Knierim, church 
growth consultant at the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board, will 
speak at all conferences. Other 
speakers will vary at each site.

For more information, call 
the Discipleship Training De­
partment at (615) 371-2053. □

The “lottery” question has not come to the 
Senate floor this term. But Tennessee Baptists 
should be aware that it can be put on the cal­
endar for debate and vote at any time.

The Tennessee House of Representatives 
debated the issue last year and approved it 74- 
22. That body voted that the state Constitu­
tion be amended to allow a state lottery. If the 
Senate approves a similar measure, citizens 
would vote in a referendum in August. If it is 
not approved by the Senate this term, it could 
not come up for approval again until 1998. It 
would then have to be voted three times, be­
ginning that year.

Sources say, however, that if the Senate 
fails to approve a measure removing prohibi­
tion of a lottery from the Tennessee Constitu­
tion, it is likely the House could pass another 
bill for Senate consideration.

Any proposed change in the Constitution 
would have to be brought to the citizens either 
by referendum or via a Constitutional Conven­
tion. A bill calling for a limited Constitutional

Supreme Court hands setback to pro-lifers
By Tom Strode
For Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — In a 
unanimous decision, the 
Supreme Court ruled anti­
abortion protesters could be 
sued under a law targeted for 
use against organized crime, 
thereby dealing another blow 
to the activist wing of the pro- 
life movement.

The nine justices agreed in 
National Organization for 
Women v. Scheidler that the 
1970 Racketeer Influenced and 
Corrupt Organizations Act 
could be applied to social pro­
test organizations such as Op­
eration Rescue and Pro-life Ac­
tion Network and their leaders.

Overturning lower court 
rulings, the court said RICO 
does not require proof of an 
economic motivation for a suit 
to be brought under the law.

Three days prior to the Jan. 
24 opinion, the Supreme Court 
agreed to accept another pro- 
life protest case. In Madsen v. 
Women’s Health Center, the 
court will rule whether a 
protest-free zone can be estab­
lished around an abortion clin­
ic.

While the NOW ruling only 
means pro-abortion groups 
may use RICO as a weapon in 
court but may not necessarily

VBS clinics to be held in four locations across state
The 1994 state Vacation 

Bible School clinics will be 
held in four locations across 
Tennessee Feb. 14-17. Associa- 
tional teams are encouraged to 
attend for an orientation to the 
1994 curriculum.

This year’s VBS theme is 
“Trail of Treasures.” The motto 
is “The earth is the Lord’s,” 
based on Psalm 24:1-4.

There are changes in VBS 
materials this year, with an all 
new design, team concept,

Convention (only items listed in the bill) al 
ready has been introduced. If there is to be a 
Constitutional Convention, this paper will 
keep readers informed. Right now, SJR-025 j 
(the Senate version of the bill already ap­
proved by the House) seems to be the most 
likely route for removing the lottery prohibi­
tion from the Constitution.

One of the claims of lottery proponents is 
that the citizens should be allowed to vote on 
the issues. Opponents, in response, ask if the 
Senate is also willing to let citizens vote on 
other such bills, particularly on any measure 
that would determine how much and what 
kind of gambling would be allowed.

There is also a possibility that a bill will be 
introduced in the legislature to name a casino 
gambling commission of 12 to exist between 
now and 1996.

The Baptist and Reflector reminds readers 
to contact local senators to express personal 
views on the lottery, and to ask pertinent 
questions. —Editor

win such cases, it serves as a 
setback to activist efforts by 
some pro-lifers to shut down 
abortion clinics.

It comes on the verge of 
what appears to be the certain 
passage of a law making it a 
federal offense to block the en­
trance to an abortion clinic or 
to use violence or force against 
a clinic and its employees.

The Senate and House of 
Representatives passed differ­
ent versions of the Freedom of 
Access to Clinic Entrances Act 
before adjournment in Novem­
ber. Shortly after reconvening, 
a conference committee from 
the two houses is expected to 
try to work out differences be­
fore returning the legislation 
to both chambers. President 
Clinton has pledged to sign it.

“It’s a good thing Martin 
Luther King marched and ad­
vocated civil disobedience be­
fore this ruling or he would 
have been hit with RICO too,” 
said Joseph Scheidler, execu­
tive director of the Pro-life Ac­
tion League in Chicago.

“I think this is a step to­
ward the downfall of RICO. 
We are not racketeers, and we 
are not going to back down 
from our pro-life activities. If 
anything, we’ll step it up. So­
cial protest is at the heart of 
what America stands for and 

packaging approach, and ad­
ministration material.

Conferences will include ba- 
bies/ones; 2- through 3- year- 
olds; 4- through 5-year-olds; 
young, middle, and older chil­
dren; youth; adult; general ofli- 
cers/VBS directors; evangelism 
(pastors’ conference); special 
ministries; and mission/Back- 
yard Bible Clubs.

Dates and sites are:
Feb. 14 — Manley Church, 

Morristown 

has been since the Boston Tea 
Party,” Scheidler said.

Pamela Maraldo, president 
of Planned Parenthood Feder­
ation of America, said the 
court “has empowered women 
and reproductive health care 
providers with a concrete 
means of defense against anti­
choice terrorism — a pervasive 
and most insidious form of or­
ganized crime by any stan­
dard. But while we welcome 
the court’s decision, it is by no 
means a solution to clinic vio­
lence. Groups like Operation 
Rescue ... will continue to pose 
a serious threat to women and 
providers until they are reined 
in on all fronts.”

She called for passage of the 
FACE Act.

In the case, NOW and other 
pro-abortion organizations al­
leged Scheidler, Operation 
Rescue founder Randall Terry, 
and others formed a national 
conspiracy to close abortion 
clinics through a pattern of 
racketeering which included 
extortion. Under RICO, a pat­
tern of racketeering includes 
at least two incidents of crimi­
nal acts, such as murder, ar­
son, and extortion. The penal 
ties for RICO include prisor 
sentences of as much as 2( 
years, large fines, and forfei 
ture of property. □

Feb. 15 — First Church, 
Athens

Feb. 16 — Judson Church 
Nashville

Feb. 17 — Englewood 
Church, Jackson

The schedule for each clinic 
is 9 a.m.-2 p.m., local time.

Associational reservations 
must be made by Feb. 7 for 
meal and childcare to the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Sunday School Department at 
(615) 371-2054. □
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letters a opinion

* about letters 
to the editor

■ Make ft concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason.
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or 
integrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub­
lished.

■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not 
conform, it will be 
returned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and 
Reflector and its staff. □

Capable women
I did not notice it but my wife 

did. All the persons who were 
appointed to search for a 
replacement for the retiring 
Partnership Missions Director 
were men. Yet, the very heart of 
missions for Southern Baptists 
has been the Woman’s Mission­
ary Union. Surely, there are 
some capable women whose 
input would be very helpful in 
seeking to nominate the next 
Partnership Missions Director 
for Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion.

I didn’t notice and most like­
ly many other Baptists did not 
either. But God did.

Donald K. Dixon, 
pastor, Highland Church 

Tullahoma, 37388

Move 'onward Christian soldiers'
“Put on the 

whole armor of 
God” Ephesians 
6:11

Paul closes
Ephesians by likening a 
Christian as a soldier in 
Christ’s army. He was chained 
to a Roman soldier. So he 
likens his armor to that of a 
soldier, mentioning everything 
except a spear and greaves or 
shin guards. Those were not 
worn for guard duty.

Each Roman soldier wore a 
large belt. It gave strength to 
his back. Paul likened it to 
truth. He wore a breastplate to 
protect vital organs. This he

Mission needs

I read about the shortfall in 
gifts to Home Missions. I was 
not surprised. Since I entered 
the ministry in 1978, I have 
noticed a change of attitudes 
toward the Home Mission 
Board, a growing lack of confi­
dence in how we go about the 
task as Southern Baptists. 
What worked in 1955 may not 
work in 1995.

I went to a Northern state 
to assist a mission for a week. 
The mission was mostly trans­
planted Southerners, meeting 
in an old building.

The pastor lived on a small 
retirement income. The church 
was barely hanging on. I visit­
ed several missions there and 
they were the same.

The goal seemed to be to 
start as many missions as pos­
sible, and none were strong. 
Baptists were “poor cousins” of 
the Christian community.

A cult group moved into 
Clarksville with a different 
approach. Headquarters of the 
group in Utah bought choice 
property across from the local 
high school. They built a mod­
ern facility, and are growing 
rapidly. They represent them­
selves as a Christian church, 
but aren’t, and are attracting 
people who need Christ.

Why don’t we use similar 
methods? Instead of beginning 
10 struggling missions, why 
not pour strong financial sup­
port into two? Why not build a 
first class facility and support 
the minister and give them the 
resources to be successful? I 
was told this would “violate 
the autonomy of the local 
church.” That would be true 
only if the HMB kept control.

Churches everywhere are 
trying to reach this generation. 
We are challenged by leaders 
like Ed Young, to use new 
methods of outreach to reach 
this generation. We need to 
change our methods without 
changing the message.

This should be true of the 

w Baptist beliefs
By Herschel Hobbs, Baptist theologian

likened to righteousness. He 
wore hobnailed sandals — “the

HOBBS

Gospel of 
peace.”

A shield he 
likened to 
faith. Ancient 
armies shot 
flaming 
arrows into 
the air which 
fell on the 

enemy. Shields above the head 
protected the soldiers. A hel- 

Home Mission Board. Perhaps 
when the HMB looks at new 
ways, the support and the con­
fidence of our people will grow.

E. H. “Buster” Gilliam, pastor 
Willow Bend Church

Clarksville 37041

On RFRA
The recent article quoting 

Richard Land about the 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act of 1993 is somewhat mis­
leading. While it is theoretical­
ly possible that the Court will 
declare RFRA unconstitution­
al, the likelihood that it will do 
so is rather slim.

Numerous constitutional 
scholars have reviewed RFRA 
and confirmed its constitution­
ality. Moreover, Congress is 
not trying to tell the Supreme 
Court how it must decide 
cases. It only creates a statuto­
ry right where the Supreme 
Court, in Employment Division 
v. Smith (1990), failed to recog­
nize a constitutional right to 
Free Exercise of Religion. 
Third, the Constitution sets a 
floor on our rights; it does not 
erect a ceiling. There is noth­
ing at all improper about 
Congress according greater 
rights than those which the 
Supreme Court says are in the 
Constitution itself.

Finally, in Smith — the 
very case that spawned the 
need for RFRA — Justice 
Scalia invited disappointed lit­
igants to go to the legislative 
branch for relief rather than 
coming to Court.

That is precisely what we 
have done. I think the possibil­
ity that the Supreme Court 
will strike down this very 
important and much needed 
legislation was overstated.

J. Brent Walker 
general counsel for BJCPA 

Washington 20002

Thanks to staff
When Gary Rickman became 

director of Protection Plans, he 
brought many assets to that 

met protected 
head and brain. 
The Christian’s 
helmet is salva­
tion.

The sword is “the sword of 
the Spirit,” which is the word 
of God. Note that there is no 
protection for the back. A 
Roman soldier was not sup­
posed to turn his back to the 
enemy. “Praying” represents 
the army’s line of communica­
tion and supply. If this was cut 
the army was helpless.

“Having done all, to stand” 
(v. 13). After the battle the sol­
dier was to be on his feet, vic­
torious and awaiting orders. □ 

ministry including an exemplary 
commitment to Jesus Christ as 
Lord, a pastor’s heart of love for 
people, a dedication to servant­
hood, developed communication 
skills, and some computer uti­
lization abilities.

He quickly acquired an 
understanding of Annuity Board 
Programs, with the capable 
assistance of Libby Shepard and 
Doris Carter, and quickly won 
the confidence and respect of 
Annuity Board staff members 
and state representative col­
leagues.

The record and personal com­
ments bear witness to the effec­
tiveness of Gary’s ministry in 
the enrollment of new churches 
and participants, upgrades in 
coverages and contributions, and 
a growing awareness among 
churches that they are responsi­
ble for wise planning of 
pastor/staff support.

I want to express,, my appre­
ciation for Dr. James Porch and 
the entire Brentwood staff. I 
know and love these folk. They 
have strong convictions about 
the strategic importance of our 
local churches, a genuine desire 
to serve them, and a multitude 
of skills to help them. I thank 
God for these friends and pray 
for them as they live out their 
personal commitments to our 
Lord.

Vern Powers 
Nashville 37236 

Vern Powers retired as director 
of Protection Plans in 1992. — 
Editor

Staffer needed
Dear Friend in Ministry:

Olivet Baptist Church, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, is seeking a 
minister of education.

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
February -

2 — Vacation Bible School will be held in Chile this month. Pray 
for responsive pupils and responsible teachers.

3 —- Missionary Betty Hart is preparing to go on furlough in 
March. Brazilian missionaries Silas and Aidair Gomes 
have agreed to assume the leadership for the Coviefi mis­
sion in Antofagasta.

4 — Birthday blessings and joy for missionary Martha Bowman.
5 — Our Tennessee team is in Temuco. Several team members 

will be laboring at the Baptist Academy refinishing the gym 
floor.

6 — Two medical teams are needed in Chile in April and 
August. Ask the Lord to touch the hearts of Tennessee 
medical personnel who could share their skills in Chile.

7 — The Tennessee team is assisting in Bible School ministry at 
the New Hope Mission in Temuco. (Pray for this team 
though Feb. 15.)

8 — Missionary Karen Wright expresses thanks for the three 
people making professions of faith recently and requests 
prayers for their continued spiritual growth and their non­
Christian family members.

9 — Nolberto Ruiz has decided to remain at First Church of 
Puerto Montt after announcing his resignation last month. 
His staying has been well received, but there are many 
needs in the church, especially in the areas of administra­
tion and doctrine.

Olivet is a multicultural 
congregation of 1,100 resident 
members. Our Sunday School 
attendance averaged 401 in 
1993. Although not a large 
church by mainland standards, 
Olivet is one of the leading 
churches in Hawaii.

Duties of our education min­
ister include leading education 
and outreach ministries, and 
working closely with one age 
segment such as youth, sin­
gles, or young married adults. 
We prefer someone with a sem­
inary degree in Christian edu­
cation and solid ministry expe­
rience.

Besides myself and the min­
ister of education, our ministe­
rial staff also includes a minis­
ter of music and worship, a 
Japanese language pastor, and 
a minister of weekday early 
education.

We have an extremely com­
petent support staff.

Our budgeted total compen­
sation package for this position 
is $54,276.

It’s important to know that 
the cost of living in Hawaii is 
considerably higher than on 
the mainland. Also, this 
budgeted amount may change, 
depending on the experience 
and qualifications of the candi­
date. We are open to a married 
or single person, male or 
female.

Please send resumes to: 
Martin Thielen, Olivet Baptist 
Church, 1775 South Beretania 
Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 
96826-1126.

Martin Thielen, senior pastor 
Olivet Church 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96826
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editorial at comment
Missions: to God be the glory, as we go

A pertinent question for Tennessee 
Baptists as we plan for the future, is, who 
will go?

“I am resolved, and who will go with 
me? Come friends, without delay,” says 
the old hymn. The words admonish us 
that fiobler and higher things involve “the 
heavenly way.”

Missions does not always mean going to 
another country or state. It does not nec­
essarily call for spreading the Gospel in a 
megalopolis or a foreign country.

Missions also means putting aside the 
glamour and glory, and starting a mission 
down the street, on the 
back side of the moun­
tain, five valleys away, or By Wm. 
in some forgotten part of f . 
town. Maybe on the Fletcher 
wrong side of the tracks. .. 
No, there is no glaring Allen, 
spotlight there, and there 
is glory sufficient only for Gul TOT 
God.

Sometimes we get so 
busy building onto already existing church 
bodies, that we overlook the spiritual 
needs of places that others ignored.

But there is little glory in those places, 
only forgotten people. We will also find 
that Christ has arrived before we did, and
is setting the stage for spiritual break­
through. He is like that.

This is something of which we all need

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
The father reprimanded his 

son, “I hear you got in a fight 
with two boys at school. Why 
did you do it?”

He replied, “You see, dad, 
they’re twins. I gave one of 
them a black eye so people can 
tell them apart.”
Take this truth

To distinguish things that 
are different is important. 
How do you evaluate people? 
By how much money they are 
worth or by their spiritual 
ideals, ethical insights, and 
moral character?

Memorize this Scripture
“He despises those whom 

God rejects, but honors those 
who obey the Lord” (Psalm 
15:4 GNB).

Pray this prayer
Lord, give me the insight 

to see the difference in people 
without being self righteous 
or overly judgmental. I’ve 
seen the difference; lead me 
to be helpful rather than ha­
rassing in dealing with every­
one. □

to be reminded periodically.
As the Long Range Planning Commit­

tee continues working, as other groups 
and individuals have ideas, suggestions, 
plans, and goals for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, we must never overlook this.

Our plans always must include every­
one. Goals must include every person and 
every church. What we reach for spiritual­
ly must include the most remote sections, 
the seemingly least important, the tough­
est places to work.

If these are overlooked or neglected, 
success will be shallow and incomplete.

It may be more difficult to find men 
and women willing to work in these areas 
and circumstances. After all, there is little 
“glory” or recognition in scratching the 

•side of the mountain for prospects to start 
a church. Who cares, anyway!

There must be a willingness to ac­
knowledge the call to the back roads and 
remote places. Glory? If we are seeking 
man’s applause for that kind of stuff, we 
probably will be disappointed.

However, careful attention is needed as 
the committee strategizes for the future. 
Tennessee Baptists are quite able to 
strike boldly for the Gospel; we also must 
be willing.

A. J. Cronin’s The Keys of the Kingdom, 
tells of the vast difference in God’s glory 
and the accolades of men. One priest 
worked with Chinese people in a forsaken

part of China. A fellow seminarian sought 
the glory road. The missionary spent his 
possessions and himself in a long struggle 
to preach and live the Gospel, only to be 
chastised by the glory-seeker, who had be­
come a bishop and his overseer, for not 
gathering huge crowds and building great 
churches. He was ridiculed for not accept­
ing those who wanted to buy their way 
into the Kingdom.

Glory? Who was right in that story? 
There are two kinds of glory. There is the 
“well done” from the Lord, and there is the 
prize given by mankind.

All across Tennessee there are pastors 
and lay people who labor for love. Some 
are caught up in the forgotten places. 
They are dealing with unnerving situa­
tions, against stiff competition.

To those who have been overlooked in 
the scheme of things, a word of affirma­
tion, friendly encouragement, and stead­
fast prayer support will help.

While the Long Range Planning Com­
mittee’s assignment does not deal with 
such, perhaps an attitude of genuine to­
getherness can be developed. Even in 
planning and goal-setting, there is a need 
for seeing everyone as equal partners.

Strong churches in every city, neighbor­
hood, and community, can offer support to 
those whose struggles show little “success” 
and whose sacrifices are generally unno­
ticed. Yes, there is glory'! □

Guarding the family is necessary
We all are con­

cerned with esca­
lating violence and 
crime. What can we 
do to guard our 
families?

I suggest that we monitor 
their activities and model the 
kinds of actions that we would 
like for them to have.

Years ago a trailing mes­
sage was telecast on the TV 
screens asking, “It’s 10 o’clock. 
Do you know where your chil­
dren are?”

There was a national push 
to encourage parents to be 
more involved with and aware 
of the activities of their chil­
dren.

I cannot over-emphasize the 
importance of parents knowing 
where their children are, who 
they are with, and what they 
are doing.

Some folks tell parents to­
day that this is being exces­
sively nosey and not allowing 
their children to have the free­
dom to develop their own lives. 
God gave children parents be­
cause he knew that children 
were not able to make some 
decisions, provide for, or pro­
tect themselves.

I suggest to parents that it 
is not only appropriate for 
them to question their children 
about their associates, but I 
think it is absolutely neces­
sary.

k families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

Research has shown the 
number one predictor of 
whether a child will use drugs, 
become sexually active, or 
start smoking is whether or 
not the crowd they hang out 
with is doing these things.

I have been shocked even in 
the church to question my chil­
dren about movies or television 
programs they had watched 
when they were visiting with 
friends.

Parents who want to guard 
their families in the best sense 
will care enough to find out 
where, who, and what.

I also have heard comedians 
turn the phrase around and 
ask, “It’s 10 o’clock. Do you 
know where your parents are?” 
It would seem obvious that as 
parents we have a responsibili­
ty to model the kinds of behav­
ior we expect from our chil­
dren.

The old adage is that atti­
tudes are often more caught 
than taught.

There are two such actions 
that seem to me to be very im­
portant: being respectful, and 
being responsive.

Since Adam and Eve, par­
ents have complained as does

Rodney Danger- 
field that they get 
no respect.

I believe some­
times it might be 
true, but because 

we do not give respect.
Children need to experience 

respect before they will be able 
to exhibit respect.

If I could suggest one action 
that would go far toward build­
ing that respect, it would be to 
simply say, “I am sorry’,” and “I 
was wrong ”

When we realize that we 
have done or said something 
that was wrong, we can be 
sure that the child has recog­
nized it also. We gain much 
credibility and teach the child 
respect when we can admit 
that.

I remind all of us to be re­
sponsive. Sometimes in the 
busy and pressing life that we 
adults live, we forget the im­
portant things in the life of a 
child.

Many parents would be sur­
prised at the problems that 
could be avoided with a little 
time spent in listening to their 
children. □

Readers are invited to con­
tact Dr. Barkley with questions 
concerning family relationships 
and/or conflict problems, at The 
Counseling Center, 6385 Sage 
Rd., Ste. 1, Bartlett, Tenn. 
38134. — Editor

w one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Small groups bless
Early in January, a group of 

about 25 journeyed to Camp 
Linden for a TBC staff leader­
ship retreat.

In this kind of retreat, I 
think the word means that you 
draw aside from daily routines 
and worship God for a while in 
the stillness of that “away” 
place.

It does not mean deserting 
your post, or moving back from 
the front lines where your ad­
vance has taken you.

In those few 
hours, some 
hurts were 
healed, some 
hearts were 
affirmed, and 
some physical 
restoration 
took place.

There is
precedent for retreats. The 
word and the intent have been 
abused, but there is precedent. 

Jesus practiced the one per­
son retreat — when he needed 
to be especially close to the Fa­
ther. He encouraged small 
groups in retreat settings often 
when he went aside with his 
disciples.

In our day, we know the 
spiritual value of small groups 
born of revival, hurting, and 
Lay Renewal Weekends.

In our own minds, we recog­
nize the strategic need for qui­
et time and deep study. Our 
group learned some things 
about each other as we met at 
Linden. We saw beneath the 
work face, the church face, all 
the way to the real face.

The real face is vulnerable 
without fear. The real face 
gives and is willing to receive.

The small group is a blessed 
place where wrongs are forgiv­
en and forgotten, where our 
best is accepted and our worst 
is pardoned.

There then comes a realiza­
tion that the group is family. 
We care about the innermost 
feelings of despair and the 
hopes for things to be made 
right. It happens.

In that place, we sought and 
found the Father, and the heal­
ing grace of Jesus Christ. Some 
new relationships were begun, 
brothers and sisters all.

Away from the busyness of 
doing the ordinary business, 
we found strength in our com­
monality, and strength for all 
our days. Servant? Yes, we are 
that. Will we need renewal 
again? Yes, and it will be just 
as awesome then.
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u missions features

Kentucky
By Don Martin 
For Baptist Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Par­
ents often worry today’s kids 
are growing up too fast. Not 
Adam Dedman’s.

“He’s a 13-year-old going on 
40,” explained Adam’s father, 
David Dedman. “He has said 
that he’d like to get this child­
hood out of the way so he could 
do some things.”

Adam isn’t straining to 
break away from his parents 
but rather to break through to 
a culture. He believes God is 
calling him to Japan.

“Fm only 13 years old, but I 
have seen God work in my life 
and I feel I could be of service 
in Japan,” Adam said in a let­
ter to the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. “I feel 
that God is calling me to be a 
missionary to Japan. Japan 
needs more missionaries. Look 
at Billy Graham. He’s brought 
millions of people to Christ. 
I’m not saying that I can bring 
millions, but even if I just 
bring one, that’s something.”

The Lexington, Ky., teenag­
er isn’t just dreaming. He has 
learned Japanese and visited 
Japan twice. He regularly 
talks about Jesus with Japan­
ese classmates whose religious 
backgrounds include Bud­
dhism, Shintoism, and athe­
ism. In his letter to the For­
eign Mission Board, he asked 
for specific information on

13-year-old decides not to wait for missions

ADAM DEDMAN, center, greets friends Takashi Iyoda, left, and Hitoshi Shimizu at Nagoya Internation­
al Airport during his trip to Japan last summer. Dedman, 13, recently wrote the Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board expressing interest in becoming a missionary to Japan.
evangelizing internationals, 
especially Japanese.

Adam, who became a Chris­
tian at age 9, also wrote about 
seeing a Lottie Moon missions 
poster at his church, Calvary, 
in Lexington. It said “Change 
the World Now!”

Despite his youth, Adam 
took “now” very literally.

“A lot of teenagers think 
they can’t do anything now. 
They have to wait until they 
get older,” he said in a phone 

interview. “But I don’t want to 
just hear about God’s work, I 
want to do it. I want to go out 
and actually help spread God’s 
kingdom.”

Adam’s exposure to Japan­
ese culture began in 1987 
when Toyota opened an auto 
assembly plant in Georgetown, 
Ky., near Lexington. Today 
about 800 Japanese people live 
in the area because of the 
plant.

Adam was in second grade 

in school when the plant 
opened. He didn’t pay much at­
tention to the economic fanfare 
over the plant opening. But he 
did notice a slightly dazed 
Japanese child who was ush­
ered into his classroom one 
day. The new student, Tonohi- 
ro Nakazawa, could only smile. 
He didn’t know' English.

“When he came into our 
class, I realized that not every 
one spoke English,” Adam re­
called. “I thought that was

future
neat. I went up to him and 
made friends with him and 
we’ve been friends ever since. 
Later, after Tonohiro learned 
English, I began to think that 
since he had made the effort to 
speak English, I should make 
an effort to speak Japanese.”

Adam began learning 
Japanese from a neighborhood 
friend who is Japanese.

Soon he was playing with 
Tonohiro’s Japanese friends, 
who taught him more and 
more of the language. Today 
he can keep up with any con­
versation.

Some of those conversations 
turned toward God.

“My Japanese friends are 
just like anybody,” Adam ex­
plained. “They have questions 
about who they are and what 
they believe in. And I’ve found 
that a lot of my Japanese 
friends don’t believe in any­
thing. So I just talk to them 
and witness to them because 
the good news is too good not 
to share w'ith others.”

Adam will get another 
chance to take his Christian 
witness to Japan when he vis­
its friends this summer in Toy­
ota City.

Besides seeing his friends, 
w'hat’s Adam excited about?

“I’m going to be staying 
with friends that live just one 
block from Southern Baptist 
missionaries (Mark and Wendy 
Hoshizaki) in Toyota City. 
Isn’t that neat?” □

Burger King vice president dishes out decisions seasoned by saving grace
By Sarah Zimmerman
For Baptist Press

MIAMI — Twenty-four hours after 
her divorce was final, Rachelle Hood- 
Phillips moved from Chicago to Miami 
with two suitcases and a 2-year-old 
daughter.

Drowning in debt and loneliness, she 
had a job but remembers all she want­
ed was peace.

WHILE BURGER KING keeps track of 
the number of Whoppers sold each day, 
Rachelle Hood-Phillips says her highest 
priority is people.

Hood-Phillips grew up in Detroit 
where she says she had many encoun­
ters with God. It wasn’t until she 
reached the end of her rope in Miami, 
however, that she made a personal 
commitment to him.

“I pulled over to the side of the road 
and prayed, ‘Jesus, if you’re real, you’ve 
got to help me out. I can’t hold on any 
longer.’ ”

Now Hood-Phillips exemplifies the 
growing number of lay people who con­
sider their jobs their mission fields, 
says Reid Hardin, Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board coordinator of 
marketplace evangelism.

“I was bom again and then I jumped 
in with both feet,” recalls Hood- 
Phillips, a member of Wayside Church 
in Miami. Nearly 10 years later, she 
adds, “My life is so full of miracles.”

One miracle is her marriage. As she 
began to study the Bible, she became 
convicted about divorce. “I prayed, ‘If 
it’s your will, get us back together.’ But 
I thought, ‘There’s no way.’ Little by lit­
tle God removed the barriers and we 
were remarried seven years ago.”

Hood-Phillips moved to Miami to 
work as director of advertising and pro­
motion at Burger King Corporation’s 
world headquarters. She has since been 
promoted to vice president for human

S / wanted to leave the work ^lace and go Into lull 
time ministry. Now I realize I can't separate the two.

— Rachelle Hood-Phillips

resource development and diversity af­
fairs.

Part of her task is leading manage­
ment to respond appropriately to more 
women and non-Anglos entering the 
work force. In essence, she’s paid to be 
a peacemaker, and she uses the oppor­
tunity to share Christ.

“I wanted to leave the work place 
and go into full-time ministry. Now I 
realize I can’t separate the two,” Hood- 
Phillips says. “It’s a lifestyle. If I’m go­
ing to be here, I’m going to make a dif­
ference.

“I’ve made a commitment to witness 
to everyone I work with, but not every 
one has accepted,” she says. She quit 
counting how many people made pro­
fessions of faith because God convicted 
her it was becoming a matter of pride.

The length of her daily quiet time is 
determined by what Hood-Phillips 
faces at work that day. She prays over 
meetings, deals, people, and proposals. 
Major decisions require “mega-pray­
ing,” she adds.

“I always pray for the executive com­

mittee (Burger King’s decision makers). 
I’ve seen a change in the way we treat 
people. This is a more compassionate, 
caring company.”

That was evident in 1992 when 300 
Burger King Corporation employees, 
including Hood-Phillips, lost their 
homes in Hurricane Andrew. The cor­
poration created a relief fund to help 
employees get re-established, and 
Hood-Phillips was named chairman of 
the committee to distribute the grants.

“Marketplace ministries will express 
itself in infinite ways — ethics, compas­
sion, listening,” says Hardin. “It is not 
a program to take home but a concept 
to interface our faith with our work. It 
is learning to be God’s person in the 
flow of life, not something extra you do 
one night a week.”

Hardin encourages churches to host 
marketplace ministry weekends during 
which people who witness on the job 
encourage others to do the same.

A national marketplace ministries 
conference is scheduled Nov. 17-20 in 
Miami. □
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a Tennessee features
Porter's Creek pastor takes 'long journey' for dedication
By Aubrey Hay
For Baptist and Reflector

MIDDLETON — In 1949 an 
11-year-old boy named Adrian 
Knipper made a profession of 
faith at Porter’s Creek Church 
here.

Forty-five years later, on 
Jan. 9, Knipper led his boy­
hood church in the dedication 
of a new worship facility and 
classroom space.

PORTER'S CREEK CHURCH, a 149-year-old church in Harde­
man County Association, now has new facilities. The church's 
pastor was baptized in the church as an 11-year-old boy.

It has been a long journey 
for this pastor, who also works 
as a full-time chaplain at the 
Elvis Presley Trauma Center 
in Memphis.

In due time the journey took 
him to Union University, Jack- 
son, to Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City, Mo., and then 
back to Tennessee.

Knipper has served as pas­
tor of two other churches in 

Haywood County and Madi­
son-Chester Association, each 
for more than 10 years. He is 
in his sixth year at Porter’s 
Creek.

Though he “grew up” with 
many of the members it has 
not been an ackward situation, 
he noted. “It has been a good 
experience,” Knipper said.

It also has been a long 
struggle for the church. Orga­
nized in 1855, it came through 
years of struggle and growth. 
It grew from a one-room build­
ing to a modern worship area 
with 12 classrooms and a fel­
lowship hall.

The construction of its new 
building was a lay-led effort. A 
“spiritual” committee was 
formed to study the needs of 
the congregation and to make 
recommendations.

On May 23, 1993, the 
church members voted to build 
the worship center and six 
classrooms.

A contractor was hired, the 
structure was finished, and the 
first service was held in the

JOINING PASTOR ADRIAN KNIPPER in celebrating the new fa­
cilities of Porter’s Creek Church were, from left, building commit­
tee members Bobby Stewart, Monroe Willis (contractor), Johnny 
Tranum, Faye McKee, Knipper, Betty Rixie, Helen Woods, Dan 
Goodman, Travis Tranum, Gary Brown, and Carl King. — Photos 
by Aubrey Hay

new facility in early December.
The new structure is not the 

most important thing for 
Porter’s Creek Church, the 
pastor says.

The church has a great fel­
lowship, a committed member­

ship, and a bright vision of the 
future, he added.

“The Lord has provided” is a 
phrase heard over and over 
from members of Porter’s 
Creek Church. □

McMinnville church exceeds Lottie Moon goal in memory of missionary
For Baptist and Reflector

MCMINNVILLE — A tragic 
story resulted in something 
positive at First Church, 
McMinnville.

Bledsoe churches respond to challenge to 
increase baptisms, offerings, attendance
For Baptist and Reflector

During the 1993 Tennessee 
Baptist Convention at Two 
Rivers Church in Nashville, 
Greer Ruble, state Sunday 
School director, asked Neil 
Jackson if it were possible to 
lead the majority of the 
churches in an association to 
use the Sunday School growth 
spiral as a guide to help them

TBC SUNDAY SCHOOL Department associate Roy Miller, right, 
charts progress with Brent Lay, left, director of missions, Bledsoe 
Association, and Neil Jackson, association ASSIST director.

In December retired mis­
sionary Ruth Womack, a mem­
ber of First Church, was killed 
in an automobile accident.

Her tragic death led the 
church’s deacons to consider a 

increase in baptisms, offerings, 
and attendance.

“It can be done,” Jackson, 
the ASSIST director of Bledsoe 
Association, answered with 
conviction.

Five days after the conven­
tion Jackson led 30 of the 31 
leaders of churches and mis­
sions in Bledsoe Association to 
give the needed information to 
participate and receive a print­

challenge interim pastor Car­
roll Owen had made about a 
week before her death.

“I preached a sermon on 
missions,” Owen said. “On im­
pulse, I observed they had a 

out/profile of their churches.
The printout/profile would 

then be used as a guide to help 
the churches know what needs 
to be done to reach more peo­
ple for Christ in baptisms, of­
ferings, new units in Sunday 
School, training, and atten­
dance, Jackson said.

At the annual SALT (State 
Associational Leadership 
Training) meetings on May 16- 
17 and 23-24, Jackson will 
lead a step-by-step session on 
how ASSIST directors can lead 
over half of their churches to 
use the growth spiral. “Hand­
out helps” will be given to all 
ASSIST directors who attend 
the SALT meetings.

The state goal is to have 500 
churches on the growth spiral 
by Sept. 30, 1995, Ruble said.

Presently there are 260 
churches using the tool to 
reach people, he noted.

A church may participate in 
the “IMPACT” church program 
as a growth spiral church by 
contacting the TBC Sunday 
School Department at (615) 
371-2054. □ 

worthy goal ($11,000) for the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer­
ing for Foreign Missions, but I 
told them I thought First 
Church, McMinnville, should 
have a more challenging goal 
of $20,000.

“Nobody fainted,” Owen 
said, but church dismissed and 
nothing else was said about it.

After Womack’s death and 
funeral, however, the deacon 
body talked about raising the 
Lottie Moon goal to $20,000 in 
memory of Ruth Womack.

Owen noted Womack was 
loved and respected by the en­
tire church. After her retire­
ment as a missionary in Nige­
ria in 1987 she returned to 
McMinnville and became ac­
tive in her home church.

Volunteers needed for 
various mission trips to Chile

The Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention’s Partnership Missions 
Department is seeking volun­
teers for missions in Chile.

This is the final year of the 
Chile/Tennessee Partnership.

Three new projects have 
been received.

One team of two-three mar­
ried couples is needed to lead 
conferences on the Christian 
family June 11-20 in Talca.

A two-four person team is 
needed for youth ministry Aug. 
9-16 in Santiago. Volunteers 
will work with youth in cre­
ative ministries such as music 
and puppets.

She was 
Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union 
director and 
taught a chil­
dren’s Sunday 
School class, 
Owen said.

The church WOMACK 
voted to ac­
cept the challenge.

On Sunday, Jan. 23, the 
church received the news it 
had received $20,054 for the 
offering, exceeding the chal­
lenge goal.

“We called attention to it in 
the bulletin and stopped and 
sang the doxology,” Owen said.

“It (meeting the challenge 
goal) truly happened in memo­
ry of her,” he said. □

Two women are needed Oct. 
29-Nov. 7 to conduct seminars 
in arts and crafts with women 
in Santiago. They also will 
take part in evangelistic visits.

Volunteers also are needed 
for the following projects 
which have been listed previ­
ously in the Baptist and Re­
flector.

Six to eight men for church 
construction. Concepcion, 
March 5-14.

Two teams of 12-14 people 
for medical missions, Puerto 
Montt, April 9-18.

For information, call Jarvis 
Hearn at (615) 371-2028. □
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focus on churches

Increasing
By Toby Druin 
For Baptist Press

DALLAS — Southern Bap­
tists’ commitment to the “secu­
rity of the believer” is well es­
tablished as one of the linch­
pins of Baptist belief.

Unhappily, however, they 
are learning more and more 
about another kind of “security 
of the believer” — securing in 
this case the physical well-be­
ing of pastors, church mem­
bers, church facilities, and the 
ability of the denomination 
and its institutions to operate.

Use of security guards and 
other measures such as video 
camera surveillance, controls 
on doors, and burglar alarms 
are 'immonplace in the 1990s, 
both for churches and denomi­
national entities.

The Baptist Building in Dal­
las has a mesh gate that con­
trols entrance to its under­
ground parking garage. Visi­
tors have to identify them­
selves and the purpose of their 
visit. A security guard sits at 
the reception desk in the foyer.

A similar setup is found at 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion headquarters in Nashville

number of churches taking security precautions
and the Southern Baptist An­
nuity Board in Dallas.

Locked doors, opened only 
after a visitor’s identity and 
purpose are determined, are 
becoming the rule rather than 
the exception at more and 
more churches.

The need for se­
curity was under­
scored in Dallas 
Dec. 28 when a 
man robbed the 
members of a non­
Baptist church at 
gunpoint at an 
evening service.

A similar rob­
bery took place at 

Preserving God’s house

against outside forces
a black church in
Nashville before Christmas.

First Church, Dallas, has a 
security department that 
maintains a 24-hour presence 
at the church and its five 
blocks of buildings in down­
town Dallas, said Tim 
Hedquist, church administra­
tor.

Guards patrol the buildings, 
which also house the church’s 
academy during the week, on a 
daily, round-the-clock basis 
and additional off-duty police 
handle traffic control on Sun­

day. None of the church’s secu­
rity guards are armed, 
Hedquist said.

It’s not so much that they 
perceive the threat of robbery, 
Hedquist said in commenting 
on the need for security. “We 

have the prob­
lem of people 
causing distur­
bances or 
someone per­
ceiving he is 
sent from God 
to speak.

“We have 
two high pro­
file people 
(pastor O. S. 
Hawkins and 

senior pastor W. A. Criswell) 
for whom we have responsibili­
ty. We don’t want to become an 
armed camp. What security we 
have is discreet; we don’t put 
uniformed guards on the front 
pew. We want our people to see 
our security measures as a 
means to help them.”

Phil Lineberger, pastor of 
First Church, Tyler, Texas, 
said his church has armed and 
licensed officers patrol the 
church buildings and parking 
lots during any evening serv­

ice. The church has a contract 
for security of its property and 
the guards are Tyler police of­
ficers.

Lineberger is well acquaint­
ed with the need for security. 
When he presided over the 
1991 meeting of the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas 
in Waco he wore a bullet-proof 
vest because of threats he had 
received and three security 
guards patrolled the platform 
area during the convention.

“But I have been threatened 
at every church where I have 
been pastor,” Lineberger said.

In Little Rock, he noted, a 
paroled mental patient was ar­
rested after he brought a gun 
to the worship service.

In Wichita, Kan., a woman 
“street person” handed him a 
note telling him she would 
“blow my guts out” with a shot­
gun.

The Southern Baptist Con­
vention paid more than $6,600 
for security personnel at the 
annual meeting in Houston 
last summer, “a little less” 
than has been the case in re­
cent years when President 
George Bush and Vice Presi­
dent Dan Quayle have spoken 

to the convention, said Herb 
Hollinger, SBC Executive 
Committee vice president for 
convention news.

Of course, in some areas se­
curity has been a problem for 
years., George Moser, pastor of 
Beckley Hills Church in south 
Dallas, a high crime area, 
said the church has been bro­
ken into six times in the four 
years he has served as pastor.

“It’s only a matter of time 
until someone hits us (again),” 
he said.

The church has taken dras­
tic measures to secure its prop­
erty, including installing a 
steel door that rolls down over 
the doors to the auditorium.

Moser said it was installed 
last year after he drove up to 
the church one day and discov­
ered all the handles on the 
doors to the auditorium were 
missing. Someone apparently 
had driven up to the door, at­
tached a chain to the door han­
dles and yanked them off.

Moser said he just sat down 
and cried.

“It was disappointing to 
know that people to whom we 
are trying to minister will steal 
from the church,” he said. □

San Diego pastor cites reasons why churches plateau, stop growing
By David Winfrey
For Baptist Press

HOUSTON — Jerry Sheve- 
land said he has learned not to 
kill sacred cows. “I just don’t 
feed them.”

The pastor of College Av­
enue Church, San Diego, says 
he doesn’t waste energy and 
conflict on programs or issues

Beware of fund-raisers who cannot fulfill their promises

Preserving God’s house

from money schemes

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Carl Hoff­
man, executive vice president 
of the Southern Baptist Stew­
ardship Com­
mission, is cau­
tioning churches 
to beware of 
fund-raisers 
who make 
promises they 
cannot fulfill.

Hoffman said 
the recent reces­
sion propelled a 
number of indi­
viduals out of their established 
commercial fund-raising firms 
and into fly-by-night one-to- 
five person operations without 
proven track records or creden­
tials.

Many of these new compa­
nies operate out of little more 
than a suitcase and a phone 
booth, he said.

“Unfortunately for unsus- 

that are not useful to the 
church.

Instead, he said, he makes 
sure the congregation stays fo­
cused on members’ shared vi­
sion.

“The issue of vision is that 
the church is full of competing 
visions of what a church is to 
become,” Sheveland said dur­
ing a “Leading the Innovative 

pecting churches who hire 
these outfits, these companies 
are more like the proverbial 
traveling salesman — unreli­
able and difficult to pin down,” 

Hoffman said. 
“Churches that 
hire these folks 
get only the lim­
ited experience 
of one or two in­
dividuals and no 
solid foundation 
to guarantee 
success.

Hoffman, who 
has helped

Southern Baptist churches 
raise more than $60 million 
through the Stewardship Com­
mission’s Together We Build 
program, said, “Hiring a con­
sultant to help a church raise 
money is the best approach for 
a church to take, but the 
church needs to be sure the 
consultant it hires can produce 
the results the church expects.

Church” conference in January 
in Houston. The conference 
was sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board 
and 10 pastors.

The lack of a shared vision 
was one of 10 reasons Sheve­
land listed for why churches 
plateau.

Vision, as well as external 
factors and leadership are

“To be effective, the consul­
tant needs support materials 
and properly trained person­
nel,” he said.

He suggested the follow­
ing guidelines for hiring an 
outside fund-raising consul­
tant:

(1) Clearly establish how 
long the firm has been in busi­
ness and lean toward those in 
existence for 10 years or more.

(2) Get an accurate picture 
of how many other fund-rais­
ing campaigns the organiza­
tion has conducted and gravi­
tate toward those that have 
led hundreds instead of just a 
few.

(3) Inspect carefully the ma­
terials the company plans to 
use to be sure of their quality 
and originality.

He said the Southern Bap­
tist Convention and some state 
conventions, have reliable and 
consistent fund-raising pro­
grams. □

Preserving God’s house

from anti-growth

among the elements that influ­
ence church growth, he said.

Other reasons church 
plateau, Sheveland said, in­
clude:

(2) The con­
gregation does 
not want to 
grow. “Church­
es must be will­
ing to pay the 
emotional price 
of change in or­
der to grow,” he 
^aid.

(3) The lead­
ership style of 
the pastor or support staff no 
longer matches the growth 
stage of the church. A leader 
who is a director for a small 
church may have difficulty if 
his church grows to the size 
where he needs to be a delega­
tor, Sheveland said.

(4) The sociological make-up 
of the congregation no longer 
matches the make-up of the 
community. “That’s the first 
question I ask. Would the peo­
ple who live next door come in 
and say, ‘I would be comfort­
able here’?” Sheveland asked.

Communities in transition 
may require target ministries 
to reach different homoge­
neous groups, he said.

(5) External factors, such as 
financial recession or a declin­
ing population, may prohibit 
growth.

(6) The congregation fails to 
restructure its ministry for the 
next phase of growth. “The 
larger you grow, the more you 
centralize decision making and 

decentralize the 
ministry.”

(7) The congre­
gation fails to in­
crease the quality 
and quantity of 
its ministry 
events.

(8) The church 
lacks important 
ingredients for 
conversion 

growth. Such ingredients in­
clude a high-profile prayer 
ministry, effective outreach 
strategies, and multiple points 
for people to enter the church 
and become involved.

(9) The necessary' resources 
for growth are not provided in 
advance. Such conditions are 
temporary if members want to 
grow, he said. “If your church 
is convinced of its need to 
reach the community, you’ll 
find the way.”

(10) Internal crises or sheer 
self-centeredness may focus 
the church’s energies inward.

“As pro-actively as you can, 
still hammer at the mission of 
the church over and over,” he 
said. “It is not just making a 
nice comfortable place for sec­
ond and third generation 
Christians.” □
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TenneScene bb the people^ their work
■ the leaders

BAREFOOT

■ Scott E. Cagle has been 
called as pastor of Calvary 
Church, Lenoir City, effective 
Feb 9.

■ Union University Presi­
dent Hyran Barefoot has 

been named 
the Jackson 
Exchange 
Club’s 1993 
Man of the 
Year. Barefoot 
joined the 
Union faculty 
in 1957 and 
later became 

academic dean and vice presi­
dent for academic affairs be­
fore assuming the presidency 
in 1987. A community leader 
as well Barefoot is a member of 
the board of directors for sever­
al area civic groups.

Riverside director of missions 
recuperates from heart attack

Ken McMillen, director of 
missions for Riverside Asso­
ciation, Livingston, had a 
massive heart attack Jan. 
23, but is improving in Cen­
tennial Medical Center, 
Nashville.

McMillen was diagnosed 
with several blockages, and 
extensive tests were made.

He called the Baptist and 
Reflector Jan. 31 and said 
his condition is better. “I 
just want to thank the many

■ Ralph Hodge, Baptist 
Sunday School Board contem­
porary church leadership spe­
cialist, has been called as in­
terim pastor of Madison Creek 
Church, Goodlettsville.

■ Burgess B. Vincent is 
taking early retirement as pas­
tor of Union Church, Hampton, 
due to a heart and lutig condi­
tion. He has been pastor of 
Union for eight years and was 
pastor of First 
Church, Tracy 
City for nine 
years. While 
at Union he 
was active in 
Watauga Asso­
ciation, serv­
ing on several 
committees VINCENT
and as associational Broth 
erhood director. He was one of 
the first people in the associa­
tion to go to Venezuela on a

Tennessee Baptists who 
have prayed for me, written 
to me, and called. Fm grate­
ful to each one of them and 
to God for my improve­
ment.”

McMillen said he is be­
ginning therapy and proba­
bly will be at the hospital 
several more days.

Surgery is not likely in 
the near future, he said. He 
is also being treated for dia­
betes. □ 

partnership evangelism/ con­
struction project. He and his 
wife, Shirley, will live in Gas­
tonia, N.C.

■ Vencent Jones became 
pastor of Helton Springs 
Church, Rutledge, Jan. 19. He 
formerly was pastor of South­
side Church, Rutledge.

■ Evangelist Phil Glisson 
of Memphis will lead revival 
services for churches in Judson 
Association Feb. 9-11. He also 
will hold revival March 6-10 at 
College Heights Church, Gal­
latin.

■ Higher Ground Church in 
Sullivan Association has called 
Gail McMurray as director of 
children’s ministries.

■ the associations

■ McMinn-Meigs Associa­
tion will hold its Associational 
Evangelism Conference Feb. 
22 with John Sullivan, execu­
tive director of the Florida 
Baptist Convention.

■ Twenty-three churches in 
Big Hatchie Association 
have agreed to participate in 
an upcoming World Missions 
Conference.

■ ALPHA Association will 
hold its Associational Evange­
lism Conference March 14 with 
evangelist Phil Glisson of 
Memphis.

■ Haywood Association 
will join hands with Zambian 
Baptists in early May. A volun­
teer team will work with mis­
sionaries Joe and Gloria Tur­
man.

FA YETTE ASSOCIATION broke ground for a new missions center 
Jan. 9 on a two-acre plot of ground recently purchased. The land is 
located just west of Somerville at Highway 64 and Karcher Road. 
The Missions Center will be built by volunteer labor from the associ­
ation, according to Director of Missions Bob Campbell. Building 
Committee members present for the groundbreaking, along with 
Campbell, were Eddie Little, Hickory Withe; Jerry Culver, Shady 
Grove; Danny Dowdy, Liberty; Claudie Hammer, Liberty; Sue 
Dowdy, Somerville; Rickey Burns, Williston; and Ann Campbell, 
Rossville.

■ Watauga Association 
will hold its 17th annual Music 
School Feb. 7-11 at First 
Church, Elizabethton.

■ the churches

b First Church, Mt. Juli­
et will host a Super Spring 
Seminar March 19 from 9 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. The conference, for 
both men and women, features 
Evelyn Christenson, author of 
Lord, Change Me and Prince of 
Darkness. The registration fee 
is $15 and includes lunch. For 
more information, call Joyce 
Nelson at (615) 758-8395 or 
449-4406.

a City View Church, 
Knoxville, held a special cele­
bration Jan. 30 on the 25th an­
niversary of its Day Care Cen­
ter. Earl H. Wilson, president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Foun­
dation, who founded the cen­
ter, was guest speaker.

■ the schools

b Kevin Singleton is leading 
Spiritual Emphasis Week Feb. 
2-4 at Belmont University, 
Nashville. As a part of the an­
nual Staley Distinguished 
Christian Scholar Lecture Se­
ries, he will speak on "Riots, 
Racism, and Reconciliation.”

Tennessee Sampler kb v/ews, insights
Hopes for new year
David Clay, pastor
Spring Creek Road Church, Chattanooga

When I look back as a child, it seems 
impossible that so many years could 
have passed and that I’m now six years 
away from the turn of the century.

But, here I am beginning another 
new year with frustration about past 
failures but also with anxious anticipa­
tion concerning the future.

I hope that this year I can be a bet­
ter father and much more loving and 
kind to a devoted and loving wife and 
children.

I hope also that I will be more car­
ing, patient, and supportive as a friend 
blessed with many friends and support­
ers.

I hope to be a better pastor, more 
loving and efficient as I serve my Lord.

I hope to see our church grow as we 
become students of the Word and disci­
ples of Christ reaching people for Je­
sus.

I hope that our nation and world will 
turn their hearts to God and seek real 
peace through Christ.

I hope the hurting people of the 
world will come to know the security

and blessings of life I enjoy daily but 
too often take for granted.

I hope to serve my Lord Jesus more 
faithfully and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit in such measure that I boldly 
prepare and proclaim the message God 
wants me to preach. I hope to be pleas­
ing to my Lord and bring honor and glo­
ry to God. 1994 will be a great year! □

Unknown blessings
Jerry Massey, pastor
First Church, Paris

Roy Fish tells of a man in Sydney, 
Australia, named Mr. Jenner. Mr. Jen­
ner stood on George Street daily asking 
people: “If you were to die today, where 
would you be for eternity? The Bible 
says it will be either heaven or hell. 
Think about it, won’t you?”

A British pastor, Francis Dickson, 
found nine people from five countries 
who had been led to Christ because of 
Mr. Jenner’s pungent word of witness 
and warning.

When Francis Dickson met Mr. Jen­
ner, he told him of those nine people 
whom he had met who had been 
brought to Christ through his testimo­
ny. Mr. Jenner broke down and sobbed

copiously, “I have shared the Gospel 
with thousands of people on George 
Street in Sydney,” he said, “but this is 
the first time I have ever heard of any­
one who came to Christ through my 
testimony.”

“He that soweth and he that reapeth 
may rejoice together” (John 4:36). We 
are called to be sowers.

I wonder how many valued souls in 
heaven one day will say, “Fm here be­
cause George Baars gave me a tract.” □

Think about his love
Mitch Fuller, minister of music
First Church, Donelson

“Think about his love, think about 
his goodness, Think about his grace, 
that's brought us through ... *

Do you do that? Do you think about 
God’s love, his goodness, his grace? 
These are some of the words from a 
praise chorus we sang this past Sun­
day. But I wonder, do we actually think 
about what we are singing, or do we 
just stand and sing because that is 
what we are expected to do in church?

All of our music, the hymns, chorus­
es, choir selections, solos, offertories, is 
selected because of it’s message. They

reflect emotion, inspiration, and bibli­
cal truths we can use to draw closer to 
our Lord, and each other. Through mu­
sic, people are sometimes ministered to 
who may be unreachable through a ser­
mon or testimony. Music has a way of 
cutting straight to the heart, providing 
strength, comfort, inspiration, and of­
ten pure joy. We may be uncomfortable 
with a particular song or song style, 
but that does not mean the song is in­
valid as a part of worship.

Have you ever considered the possi­
bilities of that song ministering to 
those around you? It’s all right not to 
like everything, but because I don’t 
care for a particular song will not stop 
God from using it to touch someone 
else.

God created music so we can express 
ourselves. Above all, I believe God cre­
ated music so we could worship him in 
a more personal way. I encourage each 
of you to actively participate in our mu­
sic. Think about what you are singing. 
Meditate on the message the choir and 
soloists bring. Focus on God and his 
majesty during the instrumental wor­
ship. In doing this, I believe our wor­
ship times will be better because we 
will be actively involved together — cel­
ebrating our wonderful Savior. □
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Baptists use 'Jesus' film to reach Cubans for Christ
By Mary E. Speidel 
For Baptist Press

MIAMI — About 75 percent 
of Cubans who have viewed 
the “Jesus” film in Baptist 
churches during the commu­
nist nation’s “special period”

WMU opens registration for NAC
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Registration has begun for the 
National Acteens Convention 
to be held here June 21-24.

Acteens, the missions orga­
nization for girls in grades sev­
en through 12, is sponsored by 
Southern Baptist Woman’s 
Missionary Union.

NAC is held once every five 
years for Acteens members 
who have completed the sev­
enth grade, as well as adult 
leaders. This is the first time 
the convention has been held 
in Birmingham, site of the 
WMU national office. More 
than 16,000 teens and their 
leaders are expected to attend 
NAC.

Registration will continue 
until June 3 on a first-come,
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have responded to the Gospel, 
said a visiting Cuban Baptist 
leader.

Thousands of Cubans have 
seen the film — which has be­
come an effective evangelistic 
tool worldwide — in churches 
during the past several years, 

first-served basis. Only those 
who register in advance will be 
allowed to participate in NAC 
activities. “Heart of the Jour­
ney” will be the theme for the 
meeting. Daily Bible studies 
and issues conferences will be 
offered for the Acteens as will 
a special tour of the national 
WMU office.

NAC registration forms are 
available in the January issue 
of Accent, the magazine for 
Acteens members.

A registration fee of $60 per 
person must accompany all 
registration forms. The fee in­
cludes entrance to all NAC 
sessions, a registration packet, 
and official NAC T-shirt. The 
fee does not include travel, 
housing, meals, insurance, or 
incidentals. □ 
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It could bear fruit for all of us.

according to Leoncio Veguilla, 
executive secretary of the Bap­
tist Convention of Western 
Cuba.

Veguilla, a pastor in Ha­
vana, Cuba’s capital, was in 
the United States during Jan­
uary consulting with Southern 
Baptist and other evangelical 
mission leaders. He is vice 
president of the Caribbean 
Baptist Fellowship.

What Cubans call the “spe­
cial period” began after the No­
vember 1989 fall of the Berlin 
Wall and subsequent collapse 
of the Soviet bloc, according to 
news reports. With Cuba’s 
close ties with the former Sovi­
et Union, those events report­
edly ended about 70 percent of 
all Cuban imports.

In 1990 Cuban President Fi­
del Castro announced Cuba 
had entered a “special period 
in time of peace,” when the 
economy would function as if 
Cuba were at war, according to 
a U.S. State Department re­
port. The Cuban government 
began rationing food and other 
goods. Since then, fuel short­
ages have caused transporta­
tion problems and power
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blackouts. hope. Many are coming to
Castro announced plans last .know the Lord through this ex-

July for economic reforms that 
included making it legal for 
Cubans to possess and use 
U.S. dollars. Legalization of 
the dollar has devalued the 
Cuban peso, creating even 
more economic hardship for 
those Cubans who do not have 
access to U.S. currency, re­
ports indicate.

Against that backdrop, Bap­
tists in western Cuba are see­
ing a response to the Gospel 
“like no other time in our his­
tory,” Veguilla said.

“People are looking for 
something to place their hope 
in, and many are looking to the 
churches as the source of their
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perience,” he said.
Statistics from that conven­

tion reflect that response. Bap­
tisms in 1992 numbered 1,052, 
a 244 percent increase over 
306 baptisms in 1989. Statis­
tics for 1993 are not available 
yet, but Veguilla predicts bap­
tisms will exceed 1992 totals.

Western Cuba Baptists 
count 117 churches, including 
seven house churches and 50 
mission congregations. Mission 
congregations are maturing 
into churches at a faster rate 
than ever before, Veguilla said. 
He cited one mission that be­
came a church in just six 
months. □
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n Sunday School lesson commentary

CJ Jesus: The source of living water — Bible Book Series for February 6
By Edward North, pastor, First Church, Humboldt

Any other Jew would have 
gone around Samaria not 
through it, but Jesus “needed 
to go through Samaria” (v. 4). 
Our Lord, moved by a holy 
compulsion, found himself at 
Jacob’s well not only to deal 
with an individual woman, but 
with a whole group of people 
who needed to be included in 
God’s redemptive plan. Jesus’ 
dialogue with the woman at 
the well provides rich insight 
into the startling breadth and 
depth of his redemptive love. 
Jesus knows and accepts us

The text indicates that this 
woman came to Jacob’s well at 
the sixth hour or noon. Typical­
ly, the women came to the well 
early in the morning or late in 
the evening, and it was for them 
a social gathering. But this 
woman came at a time when no 
one else would be there.

Could it be that the other 
women of the village would not 
tolerate her presence? They 
knew her kind and wanted 
nothing to do with her. Could 
it be that she judged herself 
and deemed herself unworthy 
of their company? Whatever 
the reason, she came to the 
well alone and encountered Je­
sus.

The Bible indicates that Je­
sus knew all about her. He 
knew her sordid past and her 
present state of sin, and, yet, 
Jesus accepted her. Praise God 
it is true! Whosoever will may 
come and whoever comes to 
the Lord is not cast out. Jesus 
knows us and accepts us. We 
come to the Lord just as we 
are.
Jesus knows our deepest need

When the woman came to 
Jacob’s well for a pot of water 

she was operating on a purely 
physical level. Jesus, who 
knew all about her, knew her 
real need was deeper. Jesus 
spoke to her of living water, 
the abundant life he could 
give. The woman did not grasp 
it, but Jesus was stating a uni­
versal truth. Nothing this 
world affords, can satisfy the 
soul of man. The woman said 
to him, “Give me this water.” 
We are all represented in that 
statement, for we are all sin­
ners, outcast, empty, miserable 
souls. Our cry goes out in the 
words of the woman at the well 
“Give me this water.” Life’s 
deepest need is not physical 
but spiritual. It is to know God 
in free pardon of sin and in his 
loving presence. Jesus knows 
our deepest needs.
Jesus moves to meet our need

There is still a sharp dispar-

Focal Passages 
John 4:7-15, 24-26, 

28-30, 35

ity between what Jesus is say­
ing and what the woman is 
hearing. Our Lord is speaking 
from the top of spiritual truth 
and she is hearing from the 
bottom of sensual knowledge. 
Jesus now moves to meet her 
need. Let me briefly note how 
Jesus met her need and how 
he meets ours.

1. He brought her to confes­
sion of sin. When Jesus said to 
the woman, “Go call your hus­
band...” (v. 16), he confronted 
her with her life of sin and led 
her to confession.

2. He moved her beyond in­
tellectual discussion to a per­
sonal decision. When she 
sought to debate an old reli­

gious issue Jesus pointed her 
to a personal relationship with 
the Father (vv. 19-24).

3. He revealed his true na­
ture. Jesus identified himself 
as the expected Messiah who 
would meet the deepest human 
need (w. 25-26).

4. He led her to confess him. 
The woman went back into the 
city to declare, “Is not this the 
Christ?” (v. 29). Our deepest 
spiritual need is met when we 
confess Christ.

This story has a conclusion 
but no end. The woman came 
to faith in Christ, but our Lord 
remarked to his disciples that 
the fields are white unto har­
vest. Our world is full of people 
like the woman at the well who 
need to know about God’s re­
demptive love in Jesus Christ. 
He is the Living Water who 
satisfies our deepest need. □

n Who can be saved? — Convention Uniform Series for February 6
By Ken Clayton, pastor, Tulip Grove Church, Old Hickory

Billy Sunday (1862-1935) 
played baseball for Chicago, 
Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia. 
One Sunday morning he was 
staggering down the street 
drunk.

He came to where a group of 
people were holding a service 
and he listened to the songs 
and the sermon. That night he 
gave his heart to the Lord.

Later the Lord used him in 
a mighty way as an evangelist. 
He once testified: “I stumbled 
drunk into the arms of Jesus.”

Who can be saved? The an­
swer is anyone who will trust 
in the Lord Jesus Christ.

In our Scripture passage for 
today, Luke records three re­
sponses to Jesus.

These responses are exam­
ples of modern day attitudes 
and actions.

f7 Who is a neighbor? — Life and Work Series for February 6
By Charles Bryan, pastor, Central Church, Alcoa

In our Scripture this week, 
we meet another person who is 
trying to trap Jesus and prove 
him wrong.

In this particular case, the 
questioner is a lawyer who was 
perceived as an “expert” of the 
law because he was responsi­
ble for copying and preserving 
the Old Testament. By posing 
his question, the lawyer want­
ed to put Jesus to a test con­
cerning his belief about eternal 
life.

Jesus responds to the 
lawyer’s question with a ques­
tion, “What does the law say as 
you understand it?”

The lawyer’s response was 
correct. He stated that a per­
son is to love God with the to­
tality of his being (Deuterono­
my 6:5) and to love your neigh­
bor as yourself (Leviticus 
19:18). Love for one’s neighbor

Focal Passage 
Luke 18:15-30

Eagerness and 
dependence — w. 15-17 
In Jesus’ day it was custom­

ary to ask famous rabbis to 
bless one’s children. These 
mothers wanted more than a 
blessing, they also wanted the 
touch of Jesus (v. 15). The pow­
er of his touch had become well 
known. Luke does not explain 
why the disciples tried to keep 
the children away from Jesus. 
Perhaps they thought Jesus 
was tired or that they were 
protecting his valuable time. 
Perhaps the disciples were in­
fluenced by the Greco-Roman 
idea that children were in­
significant.

But Jesus “rebuked” the dis­

is directly related to one’s atti­
tude toward one’s self. Without 
valuing one’s self as a human 
being, it is impossible to have 
a good attitude toward others. 
Jesus tells the lawyer to go 
and practice what he knows 
from the Scripture.

This is a reminder that the 
real test of belief is not one’s 
knowledge, but one’s actions. 
Giving the right answers is not 
enough. Our lives must be 
guided by love for God and for 
our fellow human beings.

The good Samaritan
—- vv. 29-37

Because the lawyer now 
found himself in an embarrass­
ing situation (having known 
the answer to his own ques­
tion), he finds it necessary to 
justify himself by taking the 
discussion a step further. He 
wants to know who Jesus de­

ciples and invited the children 
into his arms (v. 16). Jesus’ 
tenderness and high regard for 
children (“for of such is the 
kingdom of God”) may have 
shocked the disciples and the 
crowd.

Jesus always welcomes 
those who eagerly seek him. 
Jesus desires that those who 
come to him, come with child­
like dependence and trust.

Eagerness and 
independence — w. 18-27 

A wealthy ruler sought Je­
sus. The young man was 
wealthy enough for this life, 
but he was concerned about his 
prospects for eternal life (v. 
18). He felt like he had kept 
God’s moral demands, but was 
troubled by Jesus’ emphasis on 
eternal life (v. 21).

Jesus did not debate the

Focal Passages 
Luke 10:25-37

fines as one’s neighbor. The de­
finition of neighbor often de­
pended on who was defining it. 
The lawyer had some definite 
limitations of who he identified 
as his neighbor. He was very 
exclusive in who he would con­
sider worthy of his love, but 
Jesus was about to redefine his 
understanding of neighbor.

Jesus answers the query of 
the lawyer with a parable, the 
one we know as the good 
Samaritan. It could just as eas­
ily be called “The Real Neigh­
bor.”

Jesus introduces a traveler 
(race, nationality and religion 
unknown) who becomes the 
helpless victim of thieves. He 
is robbed and left on the side of 

man’s moral qualifications, but 
focused on the things most im­
portant to the man — his 
wealth (v. 22). The one thing 
that stood between the man’s 
dependence upon Jesus was 
his wealth. Would he make his 
wealth available to others? Je­
sus made service to others a 
visible proof that he under­
stood that the way to eternal 
life was through dependence 
upon Jesus.

Real wealth is found in fol­
lowing Jesus, serving others, 
instead of being served. I have 
a feeling that the young man 
never really heard Jesus say, 
“come, follow me,” because he 
was so sorrowful when he heard 
“sell and distribute” (v. 22).

It is impossible to buy your 
way into heaven (vv. 24-25). 
The only way is dependence 

the road for dead. In the para­
ble, three people come upon 
the injured party.

The first is a priest who has 
served God all week, and now 
has the opportunity to serve a 
man. However, by definition, 
this man is probably not his 
neighbor and to touch him 
would make the priest “un­
clean” so the best thing for him 
to do was to pass by as far 
away as possible.

The second person to pass 
by was a Levite who was a 
helper in the temple. He, too, 
decided not to get involved and 
to just ignore the situation.

Jesus then introduces a 
third person passing by the in­
jured man, a Samaritan. The 
Jews hated Samaritans be­
cause they were neither Jew 
nor Gentile, but a “half-breed.” 
The Samaritan does what nei­

upon Jesus. Our God is the 
God of the impossible (v. 27). 
God is able to save anyone who 
will follow Jesus.

Eagerness and 
dependence — w. 28-29 
Peter spoke for all the disci­

ples when he expressed that 
they had “left all and followed 
thee.” Peter, Andrew, James, 
and John were successful in 
the fishing business. Matthew 
was a tax collector. They all 
had forsaken employment, 
families, and their homes to 
follow Jesus. They had been 
willing to do what the rich 
young ruler would not do.

Peter’s expression of eager­
ness and sacrifice evoked from 
Jesus the wonderful promise of 
abundant spiritual blessings 
now’ and “in the age to come 
eternal life” (w. 29-30). □ 

ther of the Jews were willing 
to do by getting involved. He 
stops, he treats the man’s 
wounds, he takes him to an 
inn and he pays for the injured 
man’s stay at the inn.

Jesus concludes his answer 
with a question about who was 
“the real neighbor?” The 
lawyer could not evade the 
point of the story: there cannot 
be love for God without love for 
one’s neighbor, unconditional, 
unlimited love.

Conclusion
Who is your neighbor? 

Could it be the person whose 
skin color is different from 
your own? Could it be the 
homeless person you pass each 
day on the way to work? Could 
it be the person infected with 
AIDS? Or could it be the per­
son who ...? “Go and do like­
wise.” □
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w global/national ne\^s briefs
Baptist relief workers 
begin mass feeding 
efforts in California
Baptist Press

DALLAS — Texas, Okla­
homa, and Mississippi Baptist 
disaster relief teams were 
preparing 50,000 meals Jan. 
25 for earthquake-stricken 
Southern Californians, and the 
American Red Cross had re­
quested 80,000 meals for the 
next day.

The three units were at the 
American Red Cross mass care 
headquarters at the Van Nuys 
airport at the request of ARC 
officials. They wanted the Bap­
tists in a single controlled se­
cure area where they could 
mass produce meals that then 
could be distributed by ARC 
emergency response vehicles 
throughout the quake-ravaged 
area, according to Jim Burton, 
national off-site disaster relief 
coordinator for the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commis­
sion. □

Fellowship leader 

declines pastorate 
Associated Baptist Press

ASHEVILLE, N.C. — Cecil 
Sherman, head of the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship, has 
turned down an offer to leave 
the organization to become in­
terim pastor of First Church, 
Asheville, where he earlier 

served for 20 years.
In a statement before he left 

on a trip to Europe, Sherman 
said he had decided to contin­
ue as CBF coordinator, a posi­
tion he has held two years.

“I have the clear conviction 
that staying at the CBF is the 
right thing to do,” Sherman 
said. □

SBTS to teach D.Min 
classes in Korean
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary will become the first 
Southern Baptist seminary to 
teach doctoral courses in a lan­
guage other than English.

In July, the seminary will 
begin offering doctor of min­
istry courses taught in Korean, 
said Kwan Lee, the seminary’s 
coordinator of Korean lan­
guage D. Min studies. The pro­
gram, he noted, will address 
the unique ministry issues fac­
ing the Korean-American com­
munity.

“This program is consistent 
with our commitment to the 
global mission of the church 
and to preparing people to 
minister effectively in any con­
text,” said David S. Dockery, 
vice president for academic ad­
ministration at Southern.

“There is a great need in the 
Korean-American community 
for both beginning and ongoing 
theological education,” Dock­
ery added. □

Rosenbaum named 

director of B&H 

editorial department
Baptist Press

ROSENBAUM

NASHVILLE — Richard 
“Bucky” Rosenbaum Jr., direc­
tor of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s trade opera­
tions department for Broad­
man & Holman Publishers, 
has been named B&H editorial 
director.

In his new 
role, Rosen­
baum will 
oversee devel­
opment of 
product ideas, 
acquisitions, 
and produc­
tion of trade 
books, Bibles, 
academic books, reference 
books, and commentaries.

Rosenbaum was vice presi­
dent for business and finance 
for the Southern Baptist Exec­
utive Committee before assum­
ing leadership of trade opera­
tions in January 1993.

He is a member of First 
Church, Nashville. □

Congressional vote 
expected on alcohol 
advertising bill
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Con­
gress is expected to take its 

first ever vote on an alcohol 
advertising bill early this year.

The Sensible Advertising 
and Family Education Act (S. 
674), which requires rotating 
health and safety messages on 
broadcast and print alcohol ad­
vertisements, will go to the 
Senate Commerce Committee 
for a vote as early as late Feb­
ruary.

The messages are similar to 
but more far-reaching than 
those already required to be 
placed on tobacco* products and 
advertisements.

“This bill ensures that 
Americans, especially young 
people, will receive balanced 
information about the leading 
alcohol-related problems,” said 
Robert Parham of the Baptist 
Center for Ethics.

“The primary source of in­
formation about alcohol comes 
from alcohol advertisements 
which promote drinking as a 
risk-free activity that advances 
social acceptance, sexual at­
tractiveness, and athletic suc­
cess,” Parham said.

Ten votes are needed in the 
Senate Commerce Committee 
to move the bill from commit­
tee to the Senate floor. Parham 
urged Southern Baptists to call 
and encourage their senators 
to express support for the 
SAFE bill. Southern Baptists 
should “speak loudly” on this 
issue, Parham said.

Tennessee senator Harlan 
Matthews serves on the Senate 
Commerce Committee. □

Broadman & Holman 

video on best-seller list
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — With pre­
release sales of more than 
75,000 copies, a new children’s 
video produced by Broadman 
& Holman made the best-sell­
er’s list in a national magazine 
published by the Christian 
Booksellers Association.

The January edition of 
Bookstore Journal ranks “Spin: 
Truth, Tubas, and George 
Washington” — first episode in 
B&H’s new “Secret Adven­
tures” video series for children 
— as the fourth best-selling 
Christian video in the country. 
The listing reflects sales for 
the month of November.

The video also was praised 
in the January issue of Christ­
ian Retailing, another trade 
publication for Christian book­
store owners. □

California college taps 
Sanders as interim
Baptist Press

RIVERSIDE, Calif. — Jeff 
Sanders, a retired insurance 
company executive, has been 
named interim president of 
California Baptist College fol­
lowing the retirement of Presi­
dent Russell Tuck.

Sanders, a resident of 
Arkansas, will serve until a 
new president is elected. □

'Dodge City' residents in Nashville offered hope through BSSB courses
By Linda Lawson 
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — While liv­
ing in a Nashville public hous­
ing project known as “Dodge 
City” for its high rate of crime 
and violence, Barbara Larkins 
has taken steps to deal with 
problems in her past and move 
toward a brighter future.

Larkins, a resident of Cum­
berland View housing project, 
was involved in a drug and al­
cohol recovery program recent­
ly when she met Olivia Cloud, 
a coordinator in the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s black 
church development section. 
But she now acknowledges she 
had not given up either addic­
tion.

Her biggest problem was 
spiritual, Larkins said.

Four months after begin­
ning a study of the course, 
“Making Peace with Your 
Past” led by Cloud on Tuesday 
evenings, Larkins is drug and 
alcohol free. She is continuing 
to participate in daily therapy 
through a community pro­
gram.

“When I first met Olivia, I 

was active in my use of drugs 
and alcohol. I was spiritually 
bankrupt,” said Larkins, the 
mother of four children. “I got 
the spiritual foundation here. I 
learned how to deal with my 
dysfunctional childhood.”

Another participant in the 
Life Support course produced 
by the board’s discipleship and 
family development division, 
Cherry Walker, said it “makes 

BA RBARA LARKINS, left, a resident of Cumberland View hous­
ing project in Nashville, talks with Olivia Cloud, coordinator in the 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s black church development section 
who taught the Life Support course "Making Peace with Your 
Past," at Cumberland View, — Photo by Jim Veneman

me want to talk about things 
that are bothering me. It’s very 
uplifting.

An average of two to three 
women attend the weekly ses­
sions led by Cloud at the com­
munity center operated by 
Temple Church of Nashville. 
Cloud, who earlier took the 
course at First Church, 
Nashville, combines discussion 
questions with illustrations 

from her own life.
Experience as director of a 

community center and a bur­
den for the needs of women liv­
ing in public housing combined 
to lead Cloud to offer the 

"course at Cumberland View. 
Nashville Association con­
tributed funds for materials, 
refreshments, and childcare 
during the course sessions.

“I know there’s a lot of sub­
stance abuse and physical and 
verbal abuse (in the projects),” 
Cloud said. “That motivated 
me to help. I have a particular 
concern about helping women. 
Most households in public 
housing are headed by 
women,” she said.

Cloud emphasized the prin­
ciples of the course apply as ef­
fectively to public housing resi­
dents as to those in a middle­
class setting. At the same 
time, some of her teaching 
methods are different.

For example, Cloud said the 
materials call for participants 
to sign a participation commit­
ment contract. She elected to 
omit that part of the process.

“I’m working on building 
the trust factor,” she ex­

plained. “I just got to be in the 
neighborhood. As I work with 
them, others are watching. Pm 
still having to prove myself. 
I’ve had to be more lenient 
with people about coming.”

Cloud has found some of the 
illustrations in the material 
and from her life are not ap­
propriate for life in public 
housing where one resident de­
scribed the difficulty of learn­
ing to sleep amid gunfire in the 
neighborhood.

“I have to get out of my 
world and try to be in their 
world or we’ll never meet,” 
Cloud said.

During the sessions, she is 
at times more direct and con­
frontational than other course 
facilitators might be.

“There’s a tendency in what 
we call the culture of poverty 
to look for authority figures,” 
Cloud said, describing her role 
more as teacher than facilita­
tor. She has not hesitated to 
challenge the women very di­
rectly about living out of old 
patterns from their past. They 
have responded with apprecia­
tion and a desire to break en­
trenched habits, she said. □
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