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SBC Executive Committee meets in Nashville
There's hope, future 
for SBC 'if,' Henry says 
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — There’s 
hope and a future for the South- 
ern Baptist Convention if 
Southern Baptists remember, 
recommit, and refocus, said 
SBC President Jim Henry.

In his first address to SBC 
Executive Committee members 
Sept. 19, the native Tennessean 
said he has received nearly a 
1,000 letters, the majority from 
people he does not know.

One theme kept coming 
through, Henry said. “Is there 
any hope? Do you think we’re 
going to make it? Do you think 
we can move ahead? Do you 
think there’s a chance? And, 
that was coming from not only 
pastors, but a lot of laypeople,” 
he said.

In his talk to the Executive 
Committee, Henry also an­
nounced that Church of Christ 
minister Barry McCarty will 
not be the SBC parliamentarian 
next year. Only Southern Bap­
tist parliamentarians will be 
used, Henry said.

Using Jeremiah 29:11-13 as 
his text, the pastor of First 
Church, Orlando, Fla., said, 
“We do have a hope and a fu­
ture, first of all, if well remem­
ber.” He noted the word “re­
member” is found 366 times in 
the Old Testament. “God is con­
stantly calling his people to re-

AT THE CONCLUSION of the SBC Executive Committee meet­
ing in Nashville Sept. 20, Cecil Sims, executive director of the 
Northwest Convention, left, and Milton Ferguson, president of 
Midwestern Seminary, center, talk with Jim Henry, pastor of First 
Church, Orlando, Fla. As president of the SBC, Henry also is a 
member of the committee. — Photo by Wm. Fletcher Allen

member the importance of re­
membering him.”

As Southern Baptists move 
toward their 150th year in 
1995, the timing could not be 
better, Henry’ said.

“It is a time to recall the 
great men and women of faith, 
the crucial decisions, the events 
that forged us and made us 
unique among the religious 
groups in this land. We’ve been 
through the crucible many 
times. Individuals and groups 
have splintered off and left us 
and became tributaries or dis­
appeared from the landscape.

“But the mainstream of 
Southern Baptists has contin­
ued steadfastly forward. Histo­
ry is a' great teacher. Our mis­
takes should not be repeated.

Our successes we should learn 
from. If we don’t learn from our 
errors, we’re doomed to repeat 
them. But if we mark the light­
houses, we can still find the way 
in the stormy seas that assail 
us, externally, and internally.”

The former Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville, pastor told 
Executive Committee members, 
“We must remember that we 
cannot overlook our polity.

“By our nature we exist to 
serve the churches. It is a trick­
le down philosophy. The flow 
comes from the churches down, 
not the other way around.”

The second word if there’s to 
be a hope and future for South­
ern Baptists is recommit, Henry’ 
said.
— See There's, page 2

Executive Committee 

urges caution in CP 
change in states 
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The South­
ern Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Committee, concerned 
about possible changes in the 
historic Cooperative Program 
relationship with several 
states, urged extreme caution 
in any departure from “this 
God-given and time honored 
approach to funding a world 
mission strategy’.”

In other business, the com­
mittee asked for copies of con­
tracts the SBC Annuity Board 
(AB) has with the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellow’ship and heard 
requests from 19 agencies for 
more than $146 million from 
the 1995-96 SBC Program Allo­
cation Budget.

The CP resolution, carefully 
worded but pointed in its con­
cern, was approved by the com­
mittee during its meeting last 
week. Several state conventions 
will consider allowing changes 
in the traditional state-SBC Co­
operative Program in annual 
meetings this fall.

Texas and North Carolina 
will consider plans which offer 
churches opportunity to give to 
state and other mission causes 
called “Cooperative Program” 
but not include the SBC. How­
ever, no state convention is 
— See Executive, page 2
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MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
oHrfroe* to Baptist and Reflec- 

8. Brentwood, Tenn.,

1,100 senior 
adults gather

From left, Mattie Fay 
Steele, 91, First Church, 
Tullahoma; Elsie Allen, 96, 
First Church, Nashville; and 
Mamie Donoho, 90, East­
land Church, Nashville; 
were the oldest participants 
at last week's 20th annual 
Tennessee Senior Adult 
Conference in Pigeon 
Forge. The three women re­
ceived gifts and some teas­
ing from Johnnie Hall, top 
right, of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and an 
assistant. Please see page 
7 for a story and more pho­
tos of the conference.
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There's hope and future ...
— Continued from page 1

Henry cited several recom­
mitments Southern Baptist 
must make, including one to the 
Cooperative Program.

“I know you won’t find that 
word (Cooperative Program) in 
a Bible dictionaiy. It was not in 
the Ark of the Covenant with 
the stone tablets or Aaron’s 
budding rod. But it has been 
the pot of manna that has fed 
the most successful underwrit­
ing of missions, evangelism, 
seminary education, and church 
planting in church history.”

Noting there are some 
through the SBC that are look­
ing at the Cooperative Program 
with a mind to change it.

“But change only if it will 
better facilitate accomplishing 
God’s purpose,” he said. “Any re­
structuring, renaming, or re-en­
gineering of this structure we’ve 
named the Cooperative Program 
since 1925 must be done on the 
basis of enlarging its output in a 
meaningful way and not de­
creasing it.”

He said it is time to deal with 
this. “It’s time for our leaders to 
lead. Our state leadership needs 
to speak up and be counted. Our 
state papers need to write up. 
Our associations need to stand 
up. Our churches need to move 
up in dollars and percentages.

“And, our pastors need to 
lead the way. For too long, some 
of us in leadership or who as­
pire to leadership have given Up 
service,” Henry 
said.

Citing “time, 
energy, and re­
sources” used in 
defending bibli­
cal integrity, 
Henry noted 
the same effort 
should be used 
in supporting 
“the vehicle 
that is our 
prime delivery system for that 
same good truth to be dissemi­
nated in this nation and around 
the world ”

Another recommitment 
Southern Baptists must make, 
Henry said, is to cooperation 
and trust.

“Control must become anath­
ema to us. All things must have 
perimeters. These perimeters 
have been set by the convention 
and they are clear and healthy,” 
Henry said.

He noted Southern Baptists 
have been drinking “from a 
deep well of mutual trust” that 
“by and large is still in place.”

The letters he has received 
tell of a deep love for the SBC 
and the writers’ hearts are con­
cerned about its future, he said. 
The fact that only a few hun­
dred out of 39,000 churches 
have opted out of the SBC 
shows that love is entrenched.

He cautioned, however, that 
“hundreds stand on the brink. 
They’re committed to Christ, 

13 This intolerance 
has burned 
bridges, rather 
than rebuilding 
them. ... this is 
not in the spirit 
of Jesus Christ.

his church and our convention. 
... but their desires of more 
openness, more of an opportuni­
ty to participate, and know that 
they’re heard — we must see 
that that trust is earned again 
and kept.”

As part of that trust Henry 
said he is moving away from 
Barry McCarty as parliamen­
tarian.

“I have written Barry and 
Fve called him and thanked him 
for the excellent work that he 
did at a critical time in our de­
nomination. But now we need to 
move on. We need to move on, 
and this is one way that we’re 
saying we’re moving on to the 
future. We’re moving on in 
trust. We’re moving on because 
we believe the best is yet.”

Henry also said Southern 
Baptists must recommit to 
“talking with and not shouting 
at each other.

‘We have brothers and sisters 
in Christ who have been unfair­
ly judged and labeled because 
at some point they did not dot 
every ‘i’ or cross every V This 
intolerance has burned bridges, 
rather than building them. It 
has caused anger, hostility, and 
anxiety. This is not in the spirit 
of Jesus Christ,” Heniy said.

Finally, Henry said, to bring 
hope in the future there must 
be a refocus. “Let us constantly 
remind ourselves to keep the 
main thing the main thing.”

He called for Southern Bap­
tists to “get off 
our personal 
soapboxes” that 
while focusing 
on things that 
are important, 
they often “re­
sult in tying 
the hands of 
our institution­
al leadership 
and keep them 
in a sense of

guerrilla warfare, taxing their 
creativity and energy, while a 
lost world could care less.”

Henry concluded by referring 
to an article, written by Baptist 
and Reflector editor Wm. Fletch­
er Allen about former mission­
ary Bill Berry who died recently.

Allen wrote that when visit­
ing Berry once, Berry urged 
him “to take the mission, broth­
er, and Godspeed,” Henry said.

“Bill Berry, the warrior, has 
gone home. But he made this 
world a better place. And it’s 
the Bill Berrys, the men and 
the women in our pews, this 
great army of Southern Bap­
tists who are telling us afresh 
and anew, ‘Take the message 
and Godspeed.’ ”

Henry said God has 
promised to give his people 
plans for hope and a future. 
“The best is yet. I’m committed 
to it. I believe you are. Now let’s 
show the world and our fellow 
Southern Baptists that we 
mean it,” he said. □

Executive Committee urges...
— Continued 
from page 1 
mentioned in 
the four-para- 
graph resolu­
tion.

The resolu­
tion seeks to re­
mind state con­
ventions that 
CP funds have 
never been 
used to fund or- 
ganizations 
“having no ac­
countability to 
state conven­
tions or the 
SBC,” and it 
asks the states 
to inform con­
stituents “of the 
variances of 
theology and 
doctrine being 
embraced and 
espoused by 
some groups identifying them­
selves as Southern Baptists ... 
Several committee members 
said it was a pointed reference 
to the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship.

Also, the 80-member commit­
tee voted to request the AB to 
provide the committee with a 
written report of “all involve­
ment with the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship, including copies 
of all contracts with the CBF, 
by the February 1995 Executive 
Committee meeting.”

The AB services the CBF 
writh a retirement and protec­
tion plan similar to plans with 
SBC boards and agencies. The 
CBF, a three-year-old organiza­
tion of moderate Southern Bap­
tists critical of SBC leadership, 
had been sending funds to SBC 
agencies, from some SBC 
churches, until the agencies 
were directed during the June 
SBC annual meeting to no 
longer accept those funds.
' Although it was not clear 
what the Executive Committee 
would do with the report, there 
is an apparent interest by some 
members to persuade the AB to 
discontinue business with the 
CBF. An AB spokesman at the 
Executive Committee meeting 
declined to speculate on how 
the board would respond.

Current AB policies allow it 
to service organizations which 
are connected in some way with 
Southern Baptists, like Mid­
America Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Memphis, but not 
controlled by a Southern Bap­
tist national or state entity.

September is when the Exec­
utive Committee hears the first 
request from SBC agencies for 
Cooperative Program funding 
for next year’s budget. The com­
mittee will recommend a 1995- 
96 SBC Program Allocation 
Budget to the June 1995 SBC 
annual meeting in Atlanta.

The 19 requests totaled 
$146.3 million, which is more

ROBERT WILSON, left, retiring executive di­
rector of the Baptist State Convention of Michi­
gan after 23 years, was honored Sept. 20 by 
the Executive Committee with a resolution and 
plaque presented by Morris Chapman. — Photo 
by Wm. Fletcher Allen

than 7 percent above the 1994- 
95 budget of $136.5 million. 
Heading the list were the Chris­
tian Life Commission, asking for 
a 28.5 percent increase, and the 
Radio and Television Commis­
sion, seeking 27.6 percent more.

In another matter involving 
the AB, the president and 
trustee chairman of the AB 
promised cooperative efforts on 
the issue of abortion to mem­
bers of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee during the first session.

The commitments were 
voiced prior to unanimous com­
mittee approval of a motion re­
questing AB trustees to add 
abortion providers and compa­
nies making contributions to 
abortion providers to the list of 
investments prohibited under 
board policy. Current board pol­
icy prohibits investments in the 
liquor, tobacco, gambling, and 
pornography industries. Atop 
the list of pro-lifers’ concerns 
are companies contributing to 
Planned Parenthood.

The committee’s action 
marked the fourth time in a 
year it has discussed the ques­
tion of AB investment policy re­
garding abortion-related stocks.

AB President Paul Powell 
told committee members, 
“You’ve asked us to study it, to 
consider it, and that’s what 
we’re willing to do.” But, he not­
ed, the committee’s recommen­
dation will become board policy 
only if AB trustees adopt it.

“We agree with what you’re 
trying to do,” said trustee chair­
man Richard Scott, who is dean 
of Baylor University’s business 
school in Waco, Texas, and has 
been chairman of the AB 
trustee investment committee 
for several years.

‘We’re going to do the best 
that we can to try to live up to 
the spirit of what you’re doing,” 
Scott said. “But you need to rec­
ognize and work with us on the 
fact it’s a lot easier to say it than 
it is to operationalize it.” □
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Trustees alter Mississippi College's convention ties
Baptist Press

CLINTON, Miss. — Mississippi Col­
lege’s board of trustees amended the col­
lege charter Sept. 22 to alter the selection 
of trustees for the 168-year-old Baptist-re­
lated institution.

Trustee spokesmen likened the action 
to moves by other Baptist universities like 
Baylor in Waco, Texas, and Furman in 
Greenville, S.C., and most recently Sam- 
ford University in Birmingham, Ala., in 
making trustee selection a board responsi­
bility. Prior to the charter change, the 15 
members of the college’s board of trustees 
were selected by the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention at its annual meeting each 
fall.

Under the charter change, effective im­
mediately, the board will have 24 mem­
bers, all of whom must be Baptists, with 
six of them still named by the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention. Terms will be stag­
gered by three-year terms.

Four pastors on the board of trustees 
issued a statement after the action, object­
ing, "... we deplore this action. We were 
completely left out of the process of 
trusteeship. We feel betrayed and violat­
ed. We consider both the process and the 
action totally unacceptable and in no way

do we concur with or condone this action.” 
The statement was signed by Jimmy 
Porter, McComb; Gordon Sansing, Vicks­
burg; Frank Gunn, Biloxi; and Eddie 
Hamilton, Jackson.

In addition, the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention executive committee held a 
special called meeting Sept. 23 after the 
trustees’ announcement. The committee 
released a statement that, “Everyone was 
shocked and saddened,” noting that no 
Mississippi Baptist Convention officials 
had any prior knowledge of such possible 
action. The executive committee said it 
will continue “closely monitoring events 
and prayerfully considering our position. 
We will keep Mississippi Baptists in­
formed as events unfold, but have no fur­
ther statement at this time.”

The convention budgeted more than 
$2 million in 1994 for operating and capi­
tal expenditures at the college.

Board chairman Henry Vickery of 
Greenville, acknowledged in a prepared 
statement the trustee vote “was not unan­
imous,” but contended denominational 
politics weighed as the primary factor in 
the trustee takeover of the trustee selec­
tion process.

“For several years, we as trustees have 
felt the uneasiness among Baptist institu­

tions and Baptist churches that unfortu­
nately are affected by denominational pol­
itics,” Vickery said. “Our charter did not 
protect the institution sufficiently from 
outside influences. The trustees felt that 
it was our responsibility to provide the 
necessary insulation for Mississippi Col­
lege from the potential actions of various 
factions that could compromise our ability 
to serve all Baptists.”

Vickery described the legal side of the 
action by saying, “Mississippi College was 
organized in 1826 as a self-contained, le­
gal, non-profit corporation. Consistent 
with Mississippi law applicable to non­
profit corporations, the board of trustees 
exercised its power to change the charter 
of the corporation to modify the selection 
process for the board of trustees.”

College President Howell Todd, who 
was hired March 15, was not appraised of 
any trustee selection discussions prior to 
his hiring, Vickery said. “He was informed 
of the board’s interest only in recent days, 
when we asked him not to take a posi­
tion,” Vickery said. “We did not want any­
one on any side to be critical of him, since 
this decision was not his and he had no 
part in it. He indicated he would abide by 
and support whatever action the board ap­
proved,” he added. J

NOBTS trustees accept Georgia site; act on SBC motions
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary trustees voted Sept. 
13 to accept the gift of an en­
tire church complex in De­
catur, Ga., to house its north 
Georgia theological program.

Seminary administrators 
told trustees that declining 
membership at Columbia 
Drive Church had made main­
tenance of the church’s sizable 
property difficult and the con­
gregation was willing to do­
nate the property with the un­
derstanding they be allowed to 

continue worshiping there.
The seminary’s north Geor­

gia center has been meeting at 
Roswell Street Church in 
Roswell since 1978, said semi­
nary President Landrum 
Leavell. School officials said 
the Columbia Drive property is 
debt-free, with estimated an­
nual upkeep costs to the semi­
nary of $75,000-$ 100,000.

In other business, trustees 
addressed a motion referred 
from the June 1994 Southern 
Baptist Convention in Orlan­
do, calling upon the conven­
tion’s seminaries not to use Co­
operative Program funds to ed­

ucate students whose churches 
do not contribute through the 
Southern Baptist funding 
channel.

Trustee chairman Ed John­
son of Florida reported the 
seminary already was in com­
pliance, and trustees affirmed 
the motion as seminary policy.

Trustees also acted on a rec­
ommendation concerning 
funds contributed to SBC 
agencies through the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship, an or­
ganization of Southern Baptist 
moderates. Johnson noted the 
seminary has stopped accept­
ing funds from the CBF.

In other business, trustees 
elected Ohio native Robert L. 
Hamblin as professor of evan­
gelism and named him to the 
new Max and Bonnie Thornhill 
Chair of Evangelism, the sem­
inary’s second fully funded 
chair of evangelism.

Hamblin, 66, had 25 years 
of pastoral experience before 
he began teaching. The Union 
University graduate is a for­
mer professor at New Orleans 
and Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
He was vice president for 
evangelism at the Home Mis­
sion Board from 1982-88. □

EEOC pulls 
harassment 
guidelines
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The 
Equal Employment Oppor­
tunity Commission has 
withdrawn proposed guide­
lines on workplace harass­
ment in response to con­
gressional orders and wide­
spread public protest of 
their potential impact on re­
ligious expression.

When the commissioners 
recently voted 3-0 to pull 
the guidelines, it ended for 
the time being a controver­
sial battle which began with 
their proposal in October 
1993. When concerns were 
raised about their effect on 
religious freedom on the job, 
the EEOC received more 
than 100,000 comments in 
four months’ time, the 
largest volume in the 
agency’s history.

In August, Congress 
passed legislation directing 
the EEOC to remove reli­
gion as a category from the 
guidelines. The commis­
sion’s response was to with­
draw the entire guidelines.

The public protest and 
overwhelming Senate oppo­
sition “helped the EEOC to 
decide that these one-size- 
fits-all harassment guide­
lines were not a very good 
idea — at least not right 
now, just before election 
time,” said Michael White- 
head, general counsel of the 
Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission. He cau­
tioned, however, the EEOC 
could develop new’ proposed 
guidelines in the future. □

At Central Bearden^ Khoxvi/fe

SBC President Jim Henry 
to speak at centennial celebration

New writers enlisted for Sunday School commentaries

KNOXVILLE — Central 
Church, Bearden, will ob­
serve its centennial celebra­
tion Oct. 2-5.

Special guests during the 
week are SBC President Jim 
Henry; Harold Bryson, Bap­
tist Sunday School Board 
consultant; Henry Chiles, 
pastor emeritus of Central 
Bearden; Bill Bruster, former 
pastor and now director of 
the western region of Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship; 
Congressman Jimmy Dun­
can; Knoxville Mayor Victor 
Ashe; and Knox Country As­
sociation Director of Missions 
Walter Taylor.

Henry, pastor of First 

Church, Orlando, Fla., and 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, will 
preach in the centennial wor­
ship service on Tuesday, Oct. 
4. at 7 p.m.

Knoxville area pastors 
and ministers are invited 
to attend a special recep­
tion to meet the new SBC 
president at the church 
from 5-6 p.m.

Bruster will speak on Sun­
day Oct. 2 during the morn­
ing worship service; Bryson 
on Monday, Oct. 3, and 
Chiles on Wednesday, Oct. 5

For more information, call 
the church office at (615) 588- 
0586.0

Three new writers 
have been enlisted to 
write the Oct.-Dec. 
Sunday School lesson 
commentaries.

Memphis pastor 
Ray W. Fullilove of 
Poplar Avenue Church 
will write the Bible 
Book series.

Fullilove holds a bachelor 
of arts degree from Mississip­
pi College, Clinton; a master 
of divinity from New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary; and a doctor of 
ministry degree from San 
Francisco Theological Semi­
nary.

A native of Mississippi, 
Fullilove is a retired U.S. 
Navy chaplain. He has been 
pastor of Poplar Avenue for 
six years.

Fullilove and his wife, Bob­
bye, have one son, Wesley.

DEAN FULLILOVE HOWARD

Samuel D. Dean, pastor of 
First Church, Clinton, since 
1977, will write the Conven­
tion Uniform series.

The Green County native 
earned his B.A. degree from 
Tusculum College,
Greeneville; his M.Div. from 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.; 
and a doctor of divinity de­
gree from Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City.

Dean has served in many 
areas of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention. He currently 

is a trustee of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Foun­
dation.

Dean and his wife, 
Marie, have two chil­
dren, Chris and Kelly.

Writing the Life 
and Work series will 
be Elizabeth Howard, 
a member of Cumber­

land Homestead Church, 
Crossville, where she teaches 
Sunday School.

Howard is a former high 
school English teacher, but 
now concentrates on writing. 
She has published poetry and 
fiction. She also has written 
devotions for encounter!, a 
publication of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board.

Howard holds a B.A. from 
Belmont University, Nash­
ville, and an M.A. from Van­
derbilt University, Nash­
ville. □
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Clinton orders Justice Department First simultaneous 
witness effort toto drop its stance in tithing dispute

Complied from news reports

WASHINGTON — Acting on or­
ders from President Bill Clinton, 
the Justice Department has with­
drawn its argument that a Min­
nesota church must turn over 
tithes given by a couple headed for 
bankruptcy.

The department had argued in a 
federal appeals court brief that un­
der bankruptcy laws, the $13,450 
donated by Bruce and Nancy 
Young to Crystal Evangelical Free 
Church actually belongs to their 
creditors and should be recovered 
from the church.

Particularly troubling to reli­
gious groups was the Justice De­
partment’s insistence that recover­
ing the funds from the church 
would not violate a new religious 
freedom law designed to enhance 
protections for religious practice.

Signed into law in November by 
President Clinton, the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act restored a 
legal standard that permits govern­
ment to restrict religious practice 
only when it can show a compelling 
reason.

Senior administration officials 
said Clinton’s “exceptional interest” 
in RFRA prompted the rare action 
of ordering the Justice Department 
to abandon its position in the case. 
The department withdrew from the 
case the day before it was sched­

Georgia executive committee keeps 
CP funding; changes gift categories
By William Neal 
For Baptist Press

ATLANTA — The Georgia 
Baptist Convention’s executive 
committee reaffirmed its support 
of the Cooperative Program, while 
adopting a proposal designed to 
help diffuse an ongoing conflict 
over how mission gifts to the con­
vention are reported.

In a long meeting Sept. 13, 
characterized by good will and 
unanimous votes, the executive 
committee adopted a proposed 
1995 Cooperative Program budget 
for Georgia, subject to approval 
by the GBC at its annual meeting 
in Macon Nov. 14-16.

The record CP budget of $34.6 
million was approved without op­
position. It calls for an increase of 
2.74 percent over the ’94 budget 
and continues the 50/50 split be­
tween national and state causes, 
after taking out approximately 10 
percent of the overall budget for 
shared responsibilities. This con­
tinues to represent the most gen­
erous percentage of gifts going to 
national causes among all the 
state conventions related to the 
SBC, Georgia officials said.

The issue of how to report mis­
sions gifts through the convention 
was addressed in a recommenda­
tion from the Committee To 

uled for argument in the 8th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Clinton’s action is consistent 
with his record of support of RFRA, 
said senior administration officials, 
who noted that the president’s re­
marks when he signed the bill were 
more than routine.

Top officials said the presidents 
view is reflected in his statement at 
the signing that, “Government 
should be held to a very high level 
of proof before it interferes with 
someone’s free exercise of religion.”

Religious organizations that had 
challenged the department’s stance 
quickly praised the administra­
tion’s reversal.

“President Clinton has proven 
that he is sincerely committed to 
meaningful legal protection for reli­
gious exercise,” said Steve McFar­
land, director of the Christian Le­
gal Society’s Center for Law and 
Religious Freedom. “The adminis­
tration has told government 
lawyers nationwide that the Reli­
gious Freedom Restoration Act is 
not a toothless tiger.”

The CLS, along with other reli­
gious groups including the Baptist 
Joint Committee and the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
had filed a friend-of-the-court brief 
siding with the church. In addition, 
attorneys for those organizations 
and three prominent law school 
professors met with high adminis-

Study Harmony and Cooperation, 
which was appointed late last 
year in response to a motion made 
at the 1993 GBC. Floyd Roebuck, 
pastor of First Church, Rome, 
Ga., had called for the study after 
questions had been raised over 
what constituted a cooperating 
Georgia Baptist church.

The 1993 Committee on Nomi­
nations announced last fall it 
would not consider any Georgia 
Baptist for inclusion on boards 
and committees of the convention 
and its institutions unless those 
individuals were members of 
churches that gave at least 7 per­
cent of undesignated receipts to 
the Cooperative Program. That 
requirement in effect eliminated 
over half the churches of the con­
vention and ihe members of those 
congregations from consideration.

In a report presented as infor­
mation to the executive commit­
tee and to be presented to the 
GBC meeting in Macon, the Har­
mony and Cooperation Committee 
reaffirmed the stand of the con­
vention on the total autonomy of 
the local church. While referring 
to the convention’s historic com­
mitment to the Cooperative Pro­
gram as “the principal channel of 
financial support of Baptist work 
at home and abroad,” the report 
goes on to state: “We recognize 

tration officials in June to discuss 
application of RFRA.

BJC General Counsel Brent 
Walker commended the adminis­
tration for “doing the right thing.

“It takes courage to admit a mis­
take and reverse a legal argument,” 
Walker said. “This is further proof 
that President Clinton cares deeply 
about the free exercise of religion 
and spiritual values.”

Michael Whitehead, general 
counsel of the Christian Life Com­
mission, said, “The president has 
our praise and gratitude for calling 
off Janet Reno’s assault against 
RFRA. This proves that the presi­
dent does not want RFRA to be­
come a dead letter at the hands of 
his own Justice Department.

“However, we had asked the 
president to go further,” Whitehead 
said of Clinton’s Sept. 15 announce­
ment. “Rather than just withdraw­
ing from the case, Justice should 
have stayed in the case and sup­
ported RFRA.

“The Department of Justice is no 
longer fighting against RFRA, but 
it doesn’t deserve the Medal of 
Honor just for being AWOL at the 
battle for religious freedom,” he 
said. “RFRA is under attack, and 
we hope the White House will ac­
tively engage the effort to rescue 
and revive RFRA.” □ — Complied 
from Baptist Press and Associated 
Baptist Press reports

launch this Sunday
By Sarah Zimmerman 
For Baptist Press

the tremendous responsibility of 
the Committee on Nominations 
and the GBC to select for nomina­
tion the very finest leadership 
available from all Georgia Baptist 
churches to serve in the elected 
positions of the convention. Fur­
ther, we ask the Committee on 
Nominations to always seek to re­
flect the diversity within the con­
vention in its choice of nominees, 
and we affirm the concept that all 
Georgia Baptists are worthy of 
consideration to serve in Georgia 
Baptist life.”

The study committee recom­
mended and the executive com­
mittee approved a change in the 
way mission gifts through the 
convention are reported. In the 
past gifts from churches were ba­
sically reported in two columns: 
one for Cooperative Program and 
another for total gifts, with desig­
nated CP gifts noted as “restrict­
ed” and the particular exclusions 
listed.

In the future gifts will be listed 
in four columns: 1) Cooperative 
Program, 2) Designated Coopera­
tive Program Causes (without 
listing particular restrictions), 3) 
Other Mission Gifts (which in­
cludes special offerings, and des­
ignated gifts such as those going 
to the Children’s Homes), and 4) 
Total Gifts. □

ATLANTA — This Sunday, Oct. 2, is “Evange­
lize the Lost Launch Day” to prepare for South­
ern Baptists’ first simultaneous personal soul­
winning effort.

“Here’s Hope. Share Jesus Now” is the theme 
of the witnessing emphasis scheduled Jan. 9 to 
March 9 next year. Southern Baptists are asked 
to share their faith at least 60 times in those 60 
days, said Thad Hamilton, Home Mission Board 
director of personal evangelism and co-chairman 
of the Here’s Hope national steer­
ing committee.

On Oct. 2, 
pastors are 
asked to 
commit to 
the spring 
project, 
Hamilton 
said. Church 
members a 
asked to sign up 
Oct. 9. People are en­
couraged to commit to 
the project in October to 
allow time for witness train­
ing, he said.

Southern Baptists have had simultaneous re­
vivals, but never attempted a concurrent effort 
for individuals to share their faith, Hamilton 
said.

The personal witnessing thrust will be fol­
lowed by revivals from March 12 to Sept. 30. The 
revivals will “capture the momentum” created by 
60 days of soul-winning and give new Christians 
a chance to make their decision public, said 
Richard Harris, HMB director of mass evange­
lism and Here’s Hope co-chairman.

Many people who are witnessed to during the 
60 days may not make a decision for Christ at 
the time, but they may be ready to make a com­
mitment during a revival, Harris said.

Information to help prepare for the soul-win­
ning effort and revivals has been mailed to each 
church. A catalog listing resources from advertis­
ing strategies to new witnessing tracts also has 
been mailed to churches, associations, and state 
conventions. For additional catalogs, call 1-800- 
755-1995 and request item 511-57F.

Several evangelism leaders have made lists of 
60 ways to share the Gospel in 60 days. Some of 
the suggestions are:

■ Give a lost friend a Christian music cassette 
and a Gospel tract.

■ Write a lost friend a note and share your de­
sire for him to know Jesus.

■ Call new neighbors and ask them to have 
coffee at your house. Invite them to attend your 
church’s next social event.

■ Sponsor a free car wash and tell each person 
about the cleansing power of the Gospel.

■ Invite lost friends to a Valentine’s Day ban­
quet. Ask the pastor to speak on the love of a 
mate, the love of a family, and the love of Christ.

■ Tell a lost friend that you have made a com­
mitment to share Jesus with someone every day 
for 60 days. Ask the friend to listen to your testi­
mony and offer suggestions on how to improve it.

■ Host a backyard Bible club at your home for 
neighborhood children. □
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editorial " comment

New commitment needed for giving, serving
At this time of year, some church mem­

bers may be putting in overtime, working 
against the calendar and the clock.

Much of the work assignment for nomi- 
natingcommittees and deacon selection 
committees has been done already in 
some Tennessee Baptist churches, but 
others have “miles to go before they 
sleep.”

Tired old cliches about avoiding mem­
bership on the nominating committee are 
signs of the times. Church members real­
ize the difficulties often encountered by 
committees as they seek to fill positions 
for church ministry. When this 
happens, it is doubly hard to get 
cooperation from prospects.

Commitment, real Christian 
commitment is absolutely neces­
sary in accepting responsibilities. 
It is always easy to dodge 
work/ministry by confessing lack of 
commitment. Too often, nominat­
ing committees hear the prospect 
saying, “I just can’t commit myself to that 
right now.”

So, what is the answer?
The majority of church members would 

agree that church ministry is vital to the 
spiritual growth and wellbeing of the 
church. The majority probably also would 
agree that the deacon selection process is

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Publisher to aspiring au­

thor: “I read your manuscript. 
It has some good material and 
some original material.”

Author: “Then you will pub­
lish it?”

Publisher: “No. You see, the 
good material is not original, 
and the original material is 
not good.”
Take this thought

Have you ever been caught 
between extremes? If so, you 
know how Jesus felt. He was 
too liberal for the extreme 
right wing Pharisees and too 
conservative for the extreme 
left wing Sadducees. That’s 
why he was crucified. Both 
groups hated him. With 
strongly opposite viewpoints, 
the truth is between the two.
Memorize this Scripture

“He that is not with me is 
against me” (Luke 11:23) ... 
“he that is not against us is for 
us” (Luke 9:50).
Pray this prayer

Lord help me realize the 
value of an open mind. Lead 
me to realize the truth from 
you is like the open mouth. We 
must close it on something sol­
id so we can be truly fed. □

of utmost importance to the church.
Why do these committees often find it 

difficult to find people to serve as teach­
ers, chairpersons, committee members, 
officers, deacons, and workers of all 
types?

Here are some of the reasons given for 
not accepting a ministry of the church:

Heavy work load: Whether at church, 
at home, or at work, this may be a valid 
reason for saying “no.” However, if the 
person already has a heavy load in any of 
these areas, the person may need to learn 
how to prioritize time. Perhaps more work 

can be done within the same time 
frame if each area of work has a 
priority. A good session with time 
management could help also.

Doesn’t know how, or “that 
is not my preference:” It is true 
to say that God brings together in 
each church body a group of 
Christians who are spiritually 
gifted to do what is necessary for

the spiritual growth of the church.
Blackaby and King’s Experiencing God 

bears witness to this. The gifts are there 
within the body, but the gifted must be 
committed to the discipline of servant­
hood. Perhaps this is one of the anomalies 
of Christian life. It is a compelling need 
then that churches rethink the role of ser­

By Wm. 
Fletcher 

Allen, 

editor

Families need real talk
Since most of us 

have been talking 
since the age of 
two, it would seem 
that we would be 
fairly well accomplished in the 
area of communication.

Many might cite the old 
adage, “Practice makes per­
fect.” I once heard someone re­
ply, “Practice doesn’t always 
make perfect. If you practice it 
wrong, practice only makes 
permanent.”

I am afraid that many of 
the couples that I have seen 
have been practicing it all 
wrong and the habitual pat­
terns of ineffective communi­
cation are well entrenched.

In our age of advanced tech­
nology and rapidly expanding 
horizons of knowledge base, 
we are often taught that only 
the pertinent facts are impor­
tant.

When we think about com­
municating with family, we 
tend to keep the communica­
tion on a surface factual level. 
We can talk about experi­
ences, appliances that need re­
pair, or jobs that need doing 
around the house. With the 
emphasis on essential facts, 
we find it difficult to openly 
express our feelings.

One of the homework as­
signments that I started giv­
ing couples in therapy is to 
spend 15 minutes at least five 
days a week talking and shar­
ing. I also stipulated that they

families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

could not talk about facts, but 
they should focus on dreams, 
feelings, and aspirations.

Couples kept coming back 
to me, saydng that they could 
not talk that 
long about 
such a limited 
subject.

In order to 
facilitate bet­
ter communi­
cation, I now 
make the as­
signment a BARKLEY

little more specific.
I still ask them to spend 15 

minutes in conversation. I give 
them two conversation 
primers. “Tell me three things 
you enjoyed today and why 
you enjoyed them.”

This statement should be 
followed by silence on the 
questioner’s part that allows 
and demands response from 
the partner.

It is couched so that it will 
elicit positive encouraging in­
formation from both speaker 
and listener.

The other primer is “Tell 
me three things that hap­
pened to you today and how 
you felt about them.” This 
statement should ellicit com­
munication at a very affective 
level.

vanthood. If it is misunderstood or mini­
mized, the body of Christ suffers. The 
words of Christ in Mark 10:43-44 give an 
accurate portrayal of the Christian who 
understands commitment and service.

Christ is the role model. It is a pitiful 
thing for any Christian to think that 
Christ would give an example to us and 
then excuse us for not following his lead­
ership in that example of commitment.

I’ve done my share; let someone 
else do it: Fine. Just sit around and be 
served. Think of this, however. What if 
every church member takes that attitude?

There are other excuses given, and 
there are good reasons in individual cases 
where persons cannot serve.

But a good dose of conscientious com­
mitment will heal many of the selfish and 
lazy attitudes that creep into every con­
gregation.

Nominating committees and the dea­
con selection process are not easy tasks. 
The people who serve in these capacities 
should be prayer warriors who seek God’s 
will first. The church as a body must 
stand by them, pray with them, affirm 
them as they work. Pastors are the lead­
ers in this vital but often neglected work.

Healthy churches have a foundation of 
deep commitment to service and reaching 
people for Christ. □

My wife is a 
natural communi­
cator. She took 
the initiative in 
our marriage to 

make sure that we were com­
municating.

I remember that often early 
in our marriage after we had 
finished the evening meal she 
would initiate some of these 
deep level conversations.

She would share her 
dreams and plans and then 
ask me about mine. At first I 
thought she had slipped a cog 
or two.

I soon came to realize that 
we were sharing parts of each 
other that very few couples 
whom I talked with knew 
about each other. This led to 
us sharing everything with 
each other.

She became my best friend, 
most trusted advisor, and 
most intimate companion. She 
also asked my opinion about 
things in her life and listened 
like she was paying attention 
to the answer.

I would like to encourage 
couples to try this simple little 
exercise and see if it does not 
improve the depth of your 
marriage relationship. □ — 
Readers are invited to share 
questions or problems for dis­
cussion in Dr. Barkley's column 
in the Baptist and Reflector. 
Questions for discussion can be 
mailed to the newspaper's office 
in Brentwood.

w one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

It's good anywhere
Evangelism is the thrust of 

the Gospel all around the 
world. In Tennessee and wher­
ever there are lost people, the 
word and the Living Word 
must be shared.

On my computer, one of the 
windows carries the command 
of “save.” Any items, any news 
articles that have been en­
tered into the computer will be 
preserved as they were writ­
ten or edited.

They are safe from alter­

ALLEN

ation unless 
it is done by 
the computer 
operator.

A second 
and similar 
command is 
“save as.” It 
allows the op­
erator to 

place a name, a title on the 
item that is being saved. Nei­
ther the original item nor its 
title can be changed — except 
by the operator.

That’s what salvation is. 
God saves us and puts the 
name “Christian” or “Saved 
Person” on us. No one can 
change that.

Unlike the articles entered 
into the computer, we can al­
ter our names and change our 
stories. By the grace of God, 
and his mercy, with accuracy 
we will still be called Christ­
ian. Because we are living be­
ings, we can change ourselves, 
but God won’t let us go.

On the other hand, if the 
computer operator touches the 
command button named 
“delete,” that information is 
lost (unless the operator has 
second thoughts and strikes 
the “undo typing” command).

Evangelism is the thrust of 
the Gospel everywhere. We 
know it here in Tennessee. 
Jeff Christopherson, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, North 
Battleford, Saskatchewan, 
knows it. His congregation 
bought a bowling alley and 
transformed it into a church 
house. Eryk Skozen, pastor of 
Tarnow Baptist Church, 
Tarnow, Poland, knows it. His 
people are bold enough to 
preach on street corners to un­
believers.

Tennessee Baptists will 
have opportunity to link up 
with these two and others like 
them if partnerships with 
Canada and Poland are ap­
proved. Add our longtime part­
ner Michigan and this can be 
some team!
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East Tennessee churches celebrate centennial anniversaries

DEACON CHAIRMAN Raymond Burnett holds the plow as members of First 
Church, Lenoir City, break ground for the future.

Morrisetts Chapel Church members reflect

FBC, Lenoir City, breaks ground for future
First Church, Lenoir City, has come 

a long way since it was first established 
in 1894 with 16 charter members.

The Loudon County Association 
church now has a membership in ex­
cess of 2,100 members.

In recognizing its past accomplish­
ments, church members also saw the 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE 100th anniversary celebration 
at First Church were, from left, Raymond Burnett, 
Charles Sullivan, Bill Wilkinson, and Jack Bowden.

need for preparing for the future.
After the morning worship service on 

Sept. 11, members moved to its new 26- 
acre site which houses an old factory. 
Members broke ground to signify the re­
modeling of that old building into educa­
tional space. That, according to Jack 
Bowden, chairman of the Centennial 

Committee, will be fol­
lowed by a new sanctuary.

Bowden said the reno­
vation is expected to take 
18 months. The church’s 
existing facility will be 
sold, he said.

Former pastor Charles 
Sullivan, now executive 
director of the Baptist 
State Convention of Indi­
ana, spoke at the morn­
ing service and ground­
breaking.

He told members that 
the groundbreaking “is 
the answer to God’s call 
for the 21st century.” □ — 
Lonnie Wilkey

on 100-year history in Hawkins County
Members of Morrisetts Chapel 

Church in Whitesburg celebrated the 
church’s 100th anniversary Aug. 28.

The Hawkins County church, a 
member of Holston Valley Association, 
was organized in April 1894 under the 
leadership of George W. Carr. Until 
March 1896 it was known as Lee’s 
Chapel.

The first meeting house was a log 
structure constructed in 1876 by 
ex-slave labor for church and 
school use by R.M. Morrisett.

The site for the building was 
equally convenient to Lee Valley 
and Grassy Valley in the com­
munity.

In 1961 the church’s present 
sanctuary was extended and 
four Sunday School rooms and a 

PASTOR DON DAVIS, second 
from right, welcomed former pas­
tors to the centennial celebration 
at Morrisetts Chapel. From left 
are, Paul Clevinger, Randall Bur­
ton, Davis, Rex Russell, and For­
est Shropshire.

porch were added. Several improve­
ments have been added since, including 
a fellowship hall that has been con­
structed.

The church has had 26 pastors in its 
100-year history including current pas­
tor Don Davis.

The church has grown from seven 
charter members to 170. It has an aver­
age Sunday School attendance of 55. □

FANNIE BOWMAN left, the oldest member at 
Morrisetts Chapel Church, is joined by the two 
people who hold the longest membership at 
the church, 69 years — Hugh Price and Winnie 
Bowman.

Foundation trustees elect Childs
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — W.L. “Bo” 
Childs has been chosen as 
president-elect of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Foundation.

He will assume the position 
of president-treasurer of the 
Foundation upon the retire­
ment of Earl H. Wilson, on or 
before April 1, 1995.

Childs joined the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation staff as 
vice president for estate plan­
ning in July 1993. He came to 
the post from the Northwest 
Baptist Foundation in Port­
land, Ore., where he served as 
executive director-treasurer 
for four years. He is a seasoned 
Foundation professional, hav­
ing also served the Baptist 
Foundation of Alabama as vice 
president for development and 
later vice president for admin­
istration.

The Alabama native was ed­
ucated in the public school sys­
tem of Mobile. He received his

undergraduate degree in ac­
counting from Auburn Universi­
ty. He earned a master of divin­
ity degree with a major in Bibli­
cal studies from New Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. Childs also is a graduate 
of the College for Financial 
Planning, Denver, Colo.

He also is a Certified Finan­
cial Planner (CFP) and has 
met the rigorous experience 
and ethical requirements of 
the Certified Financial Plan­
ner Board of Standards.

Childs and his wife, Eliza­
beth, have three children and 
three grandchildren. □

BO CHILDS and his wife, Elizabeth, are congratulated by Founda­
tion President Earl Wilson, right, and trustee chairman Bruce Ham­
mond of Brook Hollow Church, Nashville.

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
September-

28 — The Bostons are preparing to leave Chile and come to 
the states on furlough. May their time away from the 
field refresh and renew them.

29 — As Diann Bailey celebrates her birthday today in Santia­
go, we ask God use her gift of teaching to inspire and 
motivate her seminary students.

30 — May the Pastor’s Wives Support Group of the Central 
Coast Association be strengthened as they meet to 
encourage each other and learn how to be more effec­
tive in their husband’s ministries.

October-

1 — Our Tennessee volunteers are gathering for orientation.
2 — Missionary Archie Jones Sr. is on his final furlough in 

North Carolina before retiring.
3 — God's guidance on the Chilean churches in a biblical 

worship style that would exalt Christ, result in souls 
being saved, and strengthen believers in their Christ­
ian walk.

4 — Missions of the Central Coast Association need to be 
encouraged and actively move toward constituting into 
Baptist churches.
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Breaks retard for attendance in one annual meeting

Record V, 100 of state's senior adults gather
PIGEON FORGE 

— The 20th annual 
Tennessee Senior 
Adult Conference 
drew a record atten­
dance of 1,100 — the 
most to attend one 
annual meeting. Se­
niors traveled from 
four states and 86 
churches to Pigeon 
Forge Sept. 21-23 to 
study the Bible with 
James Porch, execu­
tive director, Tennes­
see Baptist Conven­
tion, prepare for liv­
ing by attending 
small group confer­
ences, and worship 
through music led by 
David and Linda 
Ford of Nashville.

The seniors also 
got into the act by 
performing in a tal­
ent show, displaying 
their crafts in a craft 
show, and bantering 
with Johnnie Hall of 
the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention, who 
honored special se­
niors and distributed 
door prizes. During 
free time most partic­
ipants hopped onto 
church vans and bus­
es which took them 
shopping in the many 
speciality shops and 
outlet malls of the 
area or on a tour of 
the Great Smoky Na­
tional Park.

Bible study
Porch led the conferees to study Ro­

mans 8 and its message that people can 
claim victory over several obstacles of 
life.

People will experience weakness and

ville.

EXERCISING DURING A CONFERENCE on fitness are, from left. Artie Todd, Jewell 
Warren, and Lois Argo, all of First Church, Trezevant. Members of the seniors group 
wore a t-shirt bearing its name.

COMPARING PHOTOS OF GRANDCHILDREN are Mary Ford, 
left, Woodmont Church, Nashville, and Nellie Bolton, First 
Church, Lawrenceburg.

led by Evelyn Rader.

PAUSING DURING CONVERSATION are, from left. James Porch; 
Bob Cook, conference leader who is retired from the Florida Baptist 
Convention: Mrs. Cook: and Lem Wade. Glenwood Church, Nash-

LEADING A CONFERENCE is Dennis Lyle, retired worker of the 
Nashville Baptist Association who is employed by the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. Nashville.

opposition, but Christians can over­
come them, said Porch.

Weaknesses encountered in life 
range from spiritual needs to moral 
and physical infirmities, he noted.

One way God helps is through spirit- 
aided prayer, explained Porch. The 
Holy Spirit “aids our weaknesses,” he

SINGING DURING THE TALENT SHOW is the senior adult choir — the 
XYZ (Extra Years of Zest) Choir — of Glenwood Church, Nashville. It is

said. And when one doesn’t 
know what to request from God, the 
spirit will direct him or her. One 
shouldn’t presume to know what is 
best, just as Jesus did not presume.

“Usually I’ve found that his vision 
for me is better than I could ever envi­
sion,” said Porch.

Don’t shortchange prayer by al­
lowing it tc become only a mental 
exercise, he continued. One must re­
member God is compassionate. “He 
feels as we feel,” he said.

Verse 28 of this chapter is often 
misunderstood, continued Porch, be­
cause people overlook the subject of 
the verse — God. In other words, he 
said, God makes all things work to­
gether for good, etc.

In addition, to fully interpret this 
verse, one also must consider God’s 
timing and sovereignty, he stated.

In addition to spirit-aided prayer, 
Christians can turn to God’s cove­
nant of love with us to conquer 
weakness, said Porch.

Today’s society is contract-based 
rather than covenant-based, he ex­
plained. Even in personal relation­
ships, people tend to contract with 
others for their needs. A covenant is 
based totally on trust.

“Until we as Baptists get trust 
back into our vocabulary and get 
control out, we’re not going to get on 

with the missionary calling we have,” 
said Porch.

Christians also must struggle 
against opposition in life, he noted.

He told how he faced opposition 
which came during a stressful period of 
his life — his w'ife was fighting cancer 
and his son was a baby.

He encouraged people to try to deal 
with those opposing them. That may 
not be considered a Christian action, 
said Porch, but it's better to deal w*ith 
unresolved sin, which can “take a lot of 
the quality out of life.”

Christians are promised abundant 
life, he reminded, which God provided 
by giving his son.

Revenge doesn’t lead to abundant 
life, suggested Porch. Seeking revenge 
is motivated by the fact that “many of 
us are still caught up in a lot of legal­
ism which is man’s attempt to satisfy 
God for his sins,” said Porch. Instead of 
turning to legalism, Christians should 
simply repent, he noted.

A final promise from Romans 8 is 
that God maintains a constant vigi­
lance — interceding for us, reported 
Porch.

“While there is opposition there is * 
victory, even possibly to the point of the 
grace of God bringing reconcilation. 
Don’t shut the door. It can happen." he 
concluded. □
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hk to strengthen families

Stay-at-home mothers
say choice makes sense
Compiled from news reports what the Lord wanted me to do.’

Parenting aging 
parents brings 
stress, ehoites

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — “There’s no place 
like home” is more than Dorothy’s most fa­
mous line in “The Wizard of Oz.” It also de­
scribes the attitude among many former work­
ing mothers.

The percentage of women in the work force 
between the ages of 25 and 44 is dropping for 
the first time in more than 25 years. The de­
cline is most pronounced in the 20- to 24-year- 
old age group, where the level of working 
women has slipped to 70 percent from 75 per­
cent since 1989.

This national trend is being debated by de­
mographers, economists, feminists, and tradi­
tionalists. But women who are part of the 
trend say it makes sense.

Alana Stump is one. The former church sec­
retary here had worked for nine years before 
she decided to be a stay-at- 
home mother for her infant 
son. That was about a year 
and a half ago and Stump 
says she doesn’t regret her 
decision.

Stump said the decision has been the right 
one for her family. “For us, life has been a lot 
better. Things work themselves out. You can 
find a way to live on what you make,” she 
said.

Another couple who made that step of faith 
was Lonell and Mark Camp of Villa Rica, Ga.

Last July Lonell Camp quit her job of 12 
years to spend more time with her daughter, 
Alexandra (Alex).

After a great deal of consideration, Camp 
said she had to decide that Alex is “more im­
portant than that job and that paycheck. We 
thought about it, prayed about it, and cried 
about it, and I quit,” she said.

Though the Camps’ income dropped by 30 
to 40 percent after she 

quit, the financial 
adjustments have 
been challenging, but 

not impossible, 
Camp said, adding 
“the Lord has provid­
ed for us.”

with it 
son has 
worked

well. I 
love be­
ing at 
home

oo

She 
knows 
other 
young 
c o u - 

pies are 
strug- 
gling 
with 
the

with him. I wanted to see my baby take his 
first step and roll over for the first time. I just 
couldn’t leave him with someone I didn’t 
know,” she said.

This aversion to day care is shared by many 
young mothers, and it appears to be a factor 
causing the exodus from the workplace.

Susan Doyle of Birmingham, Ala., has been 
a stay-at-home mother since July 8 when she 
quit her job handling news and media rela­
tions for Woman’s Missionary Union to stay 
home with her seven-month-old daughter.

“We weren’t going to do day care,” Doyle 
said. “I feel like she’s my No. 1 priority. I felt 
like God had given her to us, and it was im­
portant for me to fulfill my responsibilities 
with her and see she was raised with the 
background I want her to have. I don’t feel I 
can delegate that responsibility to someone 
else.”

Doyle wants her daughter to have the same 
strong family network she had while growing 
up. “My mother was always home. I remember 
the secure feeling that gave me,” she said.

Leaving the work force was not a quick de­
cision for either woman, in part because of 
the question of finances. In a recent article in 
Barron’s financial weekly, economist Richard 
Hokenson identified the traditional one-pay­
check family as the fastest-growing household 
unit.

In the 1990s, Hokenson said, households 
with “more time than money” are replacing 
families that have “more money than time” as 
women bow out of the work force to spend 
more time with their children.

“Quitting my job to stay at home with our 
son was something I had been praying about,” 
Stump said. “I didn’t think at first we could 
handle it financially, but I really felt it was

same issue. “Several couples I know want to 
quit,” she noted. “Many feel they have to have 
two incomes, that they can’t quit.

“You have to have faith. You just make that 
step, and God has a way of providing for you,” 
Camp said.

According to the Barron’s article, the work­
ing mom actually may not be making that 
much money. In the article Hokenson said an 
estimated 80 cents of every dollar earned by 
the average working mother goes to child care, 
meals at work, gas, and clothing. This factor 
influences many women to leave the work­
place, because for many, going to work just 
doesn’t pay off.

While Madison Avenue is debating how the 
trend will affect purchasing habits of Ameri­
can families, the stay-at-home trend has im­
plications for religious organizations. All three 
women agree staying at home has given them 
more time to be involved in their churches in 
recent months.

“Deciding to be a stay-at-home mom has 
absolutely made a difference in my church 
life,” said Doyle. “My church involvement was 
almost non-existent. For example, on 
Wednesday evenings, I didn’t want to pick 
her up right after work and then just take 
her straight to the nursery at church,” she 
said.

Besides the time factor, Stump said her en­
ergy level kept her from a more active church 
life.

“Before, when I worked, at the end of the 
day I just wanted to relax. Now I can go to 
mission groups, even during the day. Not 
working has freed me up to do that,” she said. 
□ — This story was compiled from a Baptist 
Press story by Keith Hinson and an Associated 
Baptist Press story by Debbie Von Behren.

By Charles Willis 
For Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — Parent­
ing one’s aging parents brings 
understandable stress and a 
wide range of decisions to peo­
ple who may still be rearing 
their own children, a writer 
and consultant couple told par­
ticipants during a recent meet­
ing at Glorieta Baptist Confer­
ence Center.

Neil Knierim, pastoral care 
consultant in the Baptist Sun­
day School Board’s pastor-staff 
leadership department, and his 
wife, Vickie, a writer and con­
ference leader, said the strain 
of additional responsibility 
weights differently on church 
staff couples.

“You don’t have weekends, 
since you have to be at the 
church,” Knierim observed, 
“and most of you don’t minister 
where your parents live.”

Yet in addition to meeting 
the expectations of other 
church staff people and the con­
gregation, couples in ministry 
increasingly find themselves 
challenged also to meet the 
needs of their children, their 
parents, their spouse, and 
themselves. Those same expec­
tations could apply to others 
who are dealing with aging par­
ents as well.

Needs vary among family 
members, conference partici­
pants confirmed. They cited 
common needs of love, encour­
agement, attention, and time, 
but noted children need securi­
ty, guidance, and protection, 
among other unique factors.

Aging parents seek indepen­
dence, service (transportation 
for food and medical services), 
contact, the need to be needed, 
and help in planning for future 
life changes.

Spouses need time alone and 
together, recreation, support, 
and physical needs met.

And individuals, they said, 
also need time alone for their 
own interests, time with their 
spouse, and time with friends.

Mrs. Knierim said key words 
related to those needs include 
responsibility, prevention, sac­
rifice, compromise, control, de­
mand, guilt, burnout, balance, 
stress, priorities, limitations, 
understanding, and expecta­
tions.

Participants suggested, out 
of their experiences, that re­
sponsibility means everyone in 
the home needs to have a job, 
including older members who 
may still be able to perform a

task that they are known for, 
such as meal preparation.

Prevention comes into play 
when family members talk 
about how life will change as 
older persons need to be par- 
ented. Participants suggested 
talking with children specifical­
ly about those changes, point­
ing to joys as well as chal­
lenges.

Sacrifice and compromise 
are present in any situation in­
volving more than one person, 
they agreed.

Control and demand issues 
surround all parties involved, 
including families and even em­
ployers. Family members and 
employers expect to have first 
place in our lives, they agreed.

Guilt — regretting acts or 
lack of action — can affect 
health, participants noted, and 
burnout can happen to people 
who become “weary in well-do­
ing.”

The words “balance” and 
“stress” led conferees to say, 
“you can’t be all things to all 
people.” They concluded people 
must rely on God to help them 
weigh choices to achieve bal­
ance in life.

Understanding and expecta­
tions are important among 
family members who need to be 
aware and acknowledge grate­
fully when some people cany’ a 
greater load in helping parents.

Knierim said aging parents 
use techniques to manipulate 
for attention, particularly visits 
requiring travel time.

“We have a choice,” he said. 
“There may be those who are 
nearby who can help us assess 
the validity of the need rather 
than just our reacting.

“Be cautious of emotional 
pull. We make decisions based 
on emotion differently from 
those we do based on fact,” he 
continued. Distance and time 
may not be a luxury. Decide if 
an immediate trip is wise or if a 
visit later would be more help­
ful.

He suggested evaluating 
your ability, based on personal 
skills.

“There are some things we 
cannot do for our parents, but 
we can determine who else can 
meet a specific need,” he said.

Communicate your inten­
tions to everyone affected, he 
urged, and “pray for wisdom 
and direction. Distance is a bar­
rier that can be overcome 
through God. He can comfort, 
encourage, and heal our par­
ents and he can guide me to 
know how to respond.” □
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TenneScene at the people, their work

■ the leaders

■ Ricky Clark, associate
pastor/music,

CLARK

St. Andrew 
Church, Pana­
ma City, Fla., 
has been 
called as min­
ister of music, 
West Jackson 
Church, Jack- 
son. The grad­
uate of Union 
U niversity, 
Jackson, has 

served on the staff of the First 
Church, Humboldt, where he 
also was ordained, and Hill­
crest Church, Jackson. He is a 
graduate of New Orleans Bap­

WITH A VIEW OF THE FUTURE A NOTE representing debt of 
Meridian Church, Jackson, has just been burned by, from left, Max 
Hart Jr., Jerry England, Linda England, Faye Hart, and Bill Wheat. 
The church also initiated a building program and burned another 
note on Sept. 18, which was the 41st anniversary of the church. 
The building program is for a 600-seat sanctuary and family life 
center.

tist Theological Seminary.
■ Ivan Raley, retired pas­

tor, Grassland Heights 
Church, Franklin, has been 
named interim vice president, 
Middle Tennessee Region, 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes. He follows Jerry 
Blasingame. Raley will super­
vise the Franklin campus and 
Clarksville Alternative Home.

■ Joe Wright Jr., pastor, 
Bentonia Church, Bentonia, 
Miss., has been called as pas­
tor of First Church, McMinn­
ville, effective Oct. 9. He is a 
graduate of the Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Jack- 
son, Miss. Carroll Owen, a 
retired Tennessee Baptist Con­

vention worker, has led the 
church as interim pastor.

■ Springfield Church, 
Springfield, has called John 
D. Laida, retired pastor, First 
Church, Clarksville, as interim 
pastor, effective Oct. 2.

■ First Church, Tullahoma, 
has called Steve C. Carreker, 
pastor, First Church, Boone, 
N.C., as pastor, effective Nov. 
6. Carreker is a graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
where he earned the doctor of 
ministry degree; Wayne State 
University, Detroit, Mich., 
where he earned a master of 
education and counseling psy­
chology; and Mercer Universi­
ty, Atlanta, Ga. He has served 
churches in Kentucky and 
Georgia.

■ Dotson Memorial 
Church, Maryville, will hold 
revival Oct. 23-26. Phil Glis­
son, evangelist, Leawood 
Church, Memphis, will lead it.

■ The annual Homecoming 
of Mount View Church, An­
tioch, will be Oct. 2. James 
Bond, a former pastor, will 
speak during morning worship 
services. The service also will 
include the ordination of 
Bryan Carr and Tony Thur­
man as deacons. A luncheon 
will follow.

■ Haywood Hills Church,

BREAKING GROUND FOR THE NEW SANCTUARY of Miston 
Church, Bogota, are, from left, Eddie Blair; Stanley Blair; Joe Nay­
lor, director of missions, Dyer Baptist Association; Walter Naie; 
Ricky Baggett; Albert Naie; and Carmon Dennison, pastor. The new 
sanctuary will seat 140 people and include a pastor’s study and 
baptistry. The ceremony was held Aug. 28.

Nashville, has begun a con- 
tempory worship service which 
is held weekly on Sundays at 
8:30 a.m.

■ Faith Church, Bart­
lett, will hold a ground break­
ing and land dedication cere­
mony Oct. 2 at 4 p.m. at its 
new location, 3755 German­
town Road in Bartlett.

■ As a result of a revival at 
First Church, Lawrence­
burg, 27 people made profes­
sions of faith, in addition to 
many other decisions. Harold 
Hunter of Nashville was the 
evangelist.

■ The Florida Boys, a mu­
sic group, will perform Oct. 6 
at 7 p.m. at Hillcrest 
Church, Lebanon.

■ Homecoming will be held 
Oct. 30 at Ridgeview Church, 
Chattanooga. Activities in­
clude a luncheon and after­
noon service at 2 p.m.

■ Mill Creek Church, 
Nashville, will be led in re­
vival by Phil Glisson, evange­
list, Leawood Church, Mem­
phis. It will be Oct. 27-30.

■ Liberty Church, Mc­
Ewen, has started an addition 
to the church’s building which 
will add space for classrooms.

■ Temple Church, Old 
Hickory, will host Wayne 
Barber, a host of “Precept 
Upon Precept” instructional 
videos. He will teach Sept. 29 - 
Oct. 1 from Ephesians.

Tennessee Sampler aa views, insights
Nurturing needed perched high on a 3,000 foot cliff. Ac­

cessibility comes via a terrifying ride in
By S. Ray Jones , director of missions
Big Hatchie Baptist Association

In Portugal there is a monastery

a swaying basket that is pulled by sev­
eral strong monks. One American 
tourist became quite nervous halfway 
up the cliff when he noticed the rope

was old and frayed. In an attempt to 
find comfort for his fears, he asked the
attending monk how often they re­
placed the rope. The monk responded 
“Whenever it breaks!”

“Don’t fix it if it ain’t broke” is a use-

Have You Ever Wondered,

In A Touch of His Love, Dr. Charles 
Stanley shows how the love of Christ can 
transform your life. Dr. Stanley com­
bines original photography with 31 
moving devotions to show the amazing i 
power of God’s boundless love. j

For A Touch of His Love, or any I
of Dr. Stanley’s other HHHI ■ 
devotionals in this series. fl
visit your favorite hook- KTSBI 0 

^ore today. B

Does God Really 
Love Me?

ful philosophy for 
some things but not 
for personal faith, re­
lationships, and 
health. Daily, we 
should nurture our 
faith through Bible 
study and prayer and 
weekly in worship 
with God’s people. We 
should be constantly 
nurturing personal re­
lationships. Our 
health needs daily 
care. Don’t wait until 
it’s broken. Nurture 
your faith, relation-

Articles included

ships, and health all the time. □

Seeking God

By Emest E. James, pastor 
First Church, Bolivar

An astronomer was in conversation 
with a preacher who wanted the bril­
liant scientist to think about God. The 
astronomer just shrugged him off say­
ing. “Preacher, I have a very simple 
theology: just do good and love your 
neighbor as yourself.”

To which the preacher answered. 
“Yes, and I have a very simple astrono­
my: ‘Twinkle, twinkle, little star.’ ”

Many people have this kind of theol­
ogy; this kind of concept about God and 
how we please him. The truth is that 
many have fabricated their own ideas 
about God and have not allowed him to 
speak for himself. They need to hear

In “Tennessee
Sampler — views, insights" are written by 
Tennessee Baptist church and associa­
tions! leaders. The articles are chosen for 
publication from newsletters of churches 
and associations. The Baptist and Re­
flector does not necessarily concur with 
the views expressed.

what God says about 
himself and our rela­
tionship with him. 
That’s why we need to 
witness concerning the 
truth of the Gospel and 
to testify how Jesus 
Christ has changed our 
lives. □
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Author of new SBC history sees a people of faith and hope
By Charles Richardson 
For Baptist Press

ABILENE, Texas — South­
ern Baptists, “for all their bias­
es and weaknesses, are a peo­
ple of faith and hope,” con­
cludes the author of the sesqui- 
centennial history of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Jesse C. Fletcher, chancellor 
and Connally professor of mis­
sions at Hardin-Simmons Uni­
versity in Abilene, has written 
The Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, A Sesquicentennial Histo­
ry, published by Broadman &

Union hosts West

Tennessee pastors
The West Tennessee Pas­

tors Conference will meet Oct. 
4 at Union University in Jack- 
son

Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Church, Nashville, will 
be the speaker.

The conference begins at 10 
a.m. with fellowship time in 
the university’s new Student 
Union Building cafeteria. The 
program will begin at 10:45 
a.m. in the Harvey Lecture 
HaD.

A complimentary lunch will 
be served at noon. □

Classified
MINISTRY POSITION: Mt. Her­
mon Church, Murfreesboro, is 
seeking a part-time minister of 
music. Send resumes to Philip 
Haynes, chairman. Music Search 
Committee. 2433 Mt. Hermon 
Rd.. Murfreesboro, TN 37130.

♦♦***,*,**

CHURCH ORGANIST: Central 
Church, Kingston, is looking for a 
church organist. Call (615) 376- 
6866.

ORGANIST NEEDED: For Sun­
day morning and Sunday evening 
worship services. $125 per Sun­
day. Brook Hollow Church, Nash­
ville. Call Dan Jones, associate 
pastor at (615)352-1295.

ZK Call toll-free anytime ... 1 -800-473-6688
We 're built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches^

DMmh Interiors of Nashville
New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING 

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations

Available In 20', 22', 24', and 28'

Church Buses 
New and Used
Call Henry Headden 

Metrotrans Corporation 
Brentwood, Tenn.

1 (800) 370-6180
(12 to 41 Passenger)

Holman Publishers and re­
leased in September. Fletcher 
is a former pastor of First 
Church, Knoxville.

“The history is the way we 
were and how we got to be who 
we are,” Fletcher said in an in­
terview. The 467-page narra­
tive includes one chapter titled 
“The Battle for the Gavel, 
1979-90,” detailing the denom­
ination’s “conservative resur­
gence” beginning with the elec­
tion of Adrian Rogers as SBC 
president in June 1979.

He described that event as 
“not the end of a campaign, but

A Gift that Gives You 
Many Happy Returns 
for the Rest of Your 
Life and Beyond —

The
Cooperative 

Program

Observe 
Cooperative Program 

Month in October

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-8OO-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282

- SOUD OAK PEWS - 
PEW UPHOLSTERY I RERN1SHING

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE

1-( 800>-523-9058 <
NC 1-(800>-222-7895

Announces three new tours tor 1994!

Gatlinburg Fall Foliage
Oct 11-13 $269

Branson at Christmas
Nov. 10-13 $349

Gatlinburg at Christmas
Nov. 18-20 $254

Also booking 1995 Bahamas and 
Alaskan cruises!!

No liquor or casinos
Christian entertainment

For information, reservations, and 
brochures, contact Becky or Marie at 

|[ Christian Tours, Inc. 1-800-505-8687

■■■■■■■■■■I
Free! Estimates 

and Interior
Design 

Consultation
Hi........ .... ■■■ ii ;

1 (615)371-6180 

the beginning of one,” adding: 
“It soon became obvious this 
controversy would be different 
from anything Southern Bap­
tists had experienced.”

Recognizing the difficulty of 
writing a history in connection 
with controversy, Fletcher 
wrote in his introduction: “Be­

BACK TO SCHOOL

Imagine preparing almost 
200 children for school 

every morning! Getting 
them dressed, washing 
faces, fixing breakfast 
("Finish your juice!"), 
morning prayers, brushing 
teeth, gathering school 
books, and making sure 
each student boards the 
right school bus. Then after 
school: 200 kids clamoring 
for snacks before starting 
homework assignments. 
Supper's ready, then more 
homework ("I can't figure 
out the answer to problem 
number ten in my math 
workbook!"), Bible study, 
bedtime, and the morning 
routine begins again....

This hectic, but reward­
ing day-in-the-life moment 
was made possible by
your generous response to our "Back to School" appeal and your gifts all 
through the year to Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. Thanks for car­
ing.

And by the way, we can always use volunteer tutors to help our 
children figure out 'problem number ten' and other puzzles of life! Call 
our toll-free number for more information.

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
Chattanooga • Clarksville • Franklin • Greeneville • Johnson City 

Kingsport • Memphis • Millington • Oakdale

TBCH Central Office
5001 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN 37027 

(615) 371-2000 • 1-800-624-8591

cause of the political climate 
and the author’s determined 
effort to avoid undue bias, only 
materials published or collect­
ed in libraries have been used.” 

He said SBC annuals were 
“primary” sources for much of 
the history. Other materials 
used included Baptist state pa­

per articles, journals and peri­
odicals, and collections of let­
ters and papers of “the princi­
pal players,” Fletcher said.

The book is available from 
Baptist Book Stores at an in­
troductory price of $23.97 
through Dec. 31. After Jan. 1 
the cost will be $29.99. □

Dr. Gerald L. Stow
President /Treasurer
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e Sunday School lesson commentary
God's redemptive purpose
By Ray Fullilove

Both Ephesians and Philippians were written 
by the Apostle Paul to the saints of God in 
Ephesus and Philippi.

In both books, there is the teaching of doc- 
trine, the stress of discipline, and the expression 
of praise. In Ephesians, “the Queen of the epis­
tles,” we find the foundations which last forever 
for the saints of God and note the believer’s justi­
fication in Jesus. In Philippians, we are inspired 
with a faith which keeps us singing and rejoices 
in our joy in Jesus.

We center our attention this week on God’s 
redemptive purpose in Christ found in the first 
chapter of Ephesians.

God’s presence — in God, the Father 
— vv. 1-6

In the opening verses, the Apostle Paul identi­
fies himself as the anointed author of this letter 
of love (v. 1), to whom he is addressing, and with 
an inspiring saluta­
tion (v. 2). With 
inspired insight, Paul 
expresses his praise 
as to the redeeming 
purpose of God, the 
Father, toward the 
saints of God (v. 3).
This is indicated in
God’s choice for us (v. 4), initiated in God’s love 
toward us (v. 5), inspired by God’s will concern­
ing us, and illustrated in God’s grace revealed in 
Jesus Christ who accepts us as we are that we 
may become as he is (v. 6).

God’s power — in God, the Son — w. 7-12
Though God may have chosen us in his plan, 

centered his love toward us in his predestination, 
and consumed us with his forgiving grace in his 
pleasure; still, every person must choose God’s 
redemption, by faith, in Jesus Christ.

Bible Book Series 
for Oct. 2 

Focal Passage 
Ephesians 1:3-14, 18b-23

Master designer, master design
By Elizabeth Howard

Perhaps you have examined a tapestry in a 
museum, marveled at the intricate design, the 
variety of color, the tiny threads.

Tapestries were usually woven by guilds or 
schools or families, skilled workers spending 
many months on a single design; but before the 
first thread was woven into the cloth, a master 
designer, an artist, had a vision of the finished 
work and made sketches for the workers to fol­
low.

In the same way, God designed the universe 
and spoke the word that brought it into being. He 
followed a plan, creating the universe bit by bit, 
color by color, just as the skilled workers created 
the tapestry.

Light in a dark void — vv. 1-4
In the beginning, the earth was void and dark, 

but God, the master designer, had a vision of the 
finished work of art. He was there, moving over 
the waters.

The first thread woven into his tapestry was 
light, a dominant color in his design. Later, 
Jesus, the Light of the World, came to save God’s 
creation from the darkness of sin. Each Christian 
is a lamp set on a lampstand to shed light in the 
world.

Scientists tell us light is the source of life. 
Once light was created, the rest of the creation 
followed in order, according to God’s logic. He 
divided light from darkness, created Heaven and 
Earth, land and sea, the heavenly bodies, fish 
and birds, the beasts of the earth. As he finished 
each step in the design, he evaluated it and saw 
that it was good.

Humankind in God’s image — w. 26-28

In this redemption, we receive the forgiving 
grace of God in Jesus Christ with amazement (v. 
7), with abounding revelation (v. 8), and with 
abundant reward (w. 9-12).

God’s promise — in the Holy Spirit 
— w. 13-14

The redemptive purpose of God toward us is 
assured by God’s promise of the Holy Spirit. This 
Promised One (John 16:7-16) becomes personal 
in our conversion as we hear the Word of God 
with conviction, trust in Jesus Christ with our 
commitment, and are sealed with confidence in 
our redemption until Jesus comes (w. 13-14).

Our praise — vv. 15-23
Having lifted the hearts of these saints of God 

with the fundamental fact of their faith, Paul 
inspires them with praise.

The result of our redemption in Christ always 
produces praise. It will be revealed in our wit­
ness (vv. 15-16), in our wisdom of the Word of 
God (vv. 17-19), and with the wonder of the 

power and the pres­
ence of Jesus Christ 
in our lives (vv. 20- 
23).

In this opening 
chapter, Paul 
reveals to us the 
heart of his theology 
compressed in chap­

ters 1-3 of Ephesians. It makes us feel as if we 
are walking on holy ground and inspires us to 
stay on the higher ground of faith to sing again 
and again: “I want to live above the world, tho’ 
Satan’s darts at me are hurled; for faith has 
caught the joyful sound, the song of saints on 
higher ground.”

Aren’t we glad that the salvation that we have 
in Jesus gives us a song to sing! □ — Ray 
Fullilove is pastor of Poplar Avenue Church, 
Memphis.

Life and Work Series 
for Oct. 2 

Focal Passage 
Genesis 1:1-4, 26-31

A human being, though a mammal, bearing 
many of the same characteristics as other mam­
mals, is the only creature made in the image of 
God.

Each person has a spirit, the most God-like 
characteristic, for God is spirit. Human beings, 
male and female, have intelligence, reason, and 
unique creative talents. Each has the ability to 
make moral choices, choosing good or evil, and is 
accountable for the choices made.

Human beings have dominion over the other 
creatures, but along with dominion comes 
responsibility for preserving and protecting God’s 
creation. As stewards, we will one day have to 
answer to God for the way we have used or 
abused the earth’s resources.

Sustenance for God’s creation — vv. 29-31
Even before human beings were created, God 

planned for their sustenance. A great variety of 
trees and plants provided the food, not only for 
human beings but also for the other creatures. 
They also bore seeds, ensuring crop after crop, 
season after season.

After the sixth day of creation, God again evalu­
ated what he had made, and pronounced it “very 
good.” Humankind, the master design, was the 
last thread in his tapestry; his work of creation 
was complete. □ — Elizabeth Howard is a member 
of Cumberland Homestead Church, Crossville.

Convention Uniform Series 
for Oct. 2 

Focal Passage 
Judges 2:11-19

Israel's tragic 
pattern of life
By Samuel Dean

The young man seemed to be sincere when he stated, 
“I bet I’ve been saved a hundred times.” He would make 
a profession of faith, do something wrong, and start all 
over again with a new profession of faith.

During the times of the Judges, Israel vacillated 
between faithfulness and rebellion toward God. In the 
destruction following their rebellion judges arose to call 
them back to faithfulness in the covenant (v. 16;. With 
the death of a judge the people turned back toward other 
gods, and the cycle was repeated (w. 18-19).

Note that Israel’s problem started when another gen­
eration after Joshua “did not know the Lord or the 
works which he had done for Israel” (v. 10). The succeed­
ing generation was poorly taught or did not appreciate 
God and what he had done for them.

It is one thing to experience something; it is another 
to be informed about it. History has much to teach us, 
but few want to become serious students.

Parents will tell their children about what it was like 
growing up years ago. The children will sometimes 
respond, “I don’t want to hear about those antique days.”

It is our responsibility to teach adequately the suc­
ceeding generation with the hope that the reality of God 
will be sensed and embraced.

An empty mind and an uncommitted heart will make 
one vulnerable to temptation. At times Israel did not 
know God and did not have the knowledge of him. They 
were poorly prepared to deal with the temptations 
awaiting them.

The lack of knowledge of God made the Israelites vul­
nerable in the Caananite culture. Since the Israelites 
were not able at first to capture all of the land promised, 
they had to live among the Caananites and their pagan 
practices.

Their big challenge came with the god, Baal, an agri­
cultural deity. The Caananites were successful farmers. 
The Israelites had been nomadic people and were not 
skilled in raising crops. The temptation came to follow 
the farming techniques of their neighbors who attrib­
uted their success to Baal.

The cultic myth in the Caananite religion had Baal 
dying and coming back to life again, coinciding with the 
cessation and commencement of the seasonal rains. The 
followers of Baal believed that humans should imitate 
the sexual actions of Baal and his female companion, 
Astarte, to ensure agricultural fertility. Having sex with 
a female temple prostitute was an act of worship that 
aided agricultural success.

The worship of Baal was in stark contrast with the 
worship of Yahweh, God of Israel. The religion of Baal 
emphasized sympathetic magic that was devoid of ethi­
cal concerns. The God of the covenant was ethical, call­
ing the people to just relationships. The dilemma before 
the people was choosing between a god of success and 
hedonistic indulgences or a god of ethical concerns. 
Tragically, Israel succumbed.

The text of our lesson raises some questions for us to 
ponder:

1. How effectively are we teaching our faith to the 
generation? Or, what are we learning from the revela­
tion of God that we have received?

2. Do the gods of success cause us to water down our 
ethical sensitivity?

3. Are we allowing our culture to captivate our sense 
of discipleship?

Perhaps, we should make a verse of a hymn our 
prayer: “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave 
the God I love; here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, 
seal it for thy courts above.” □ — Samuel Dean is pastor 
of First Church, Clinton.
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k global/national nev\^s briefs
Crime bill targets 
child pornography
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The 
crime bill signed into law Sept. 
13 by President Bill Clinton in­
cludes measures targeting 
overseas child prostitution and 
the importation of child 
pornography into this country.

The new law penalizes 
Americans who travel in for­
eign lands for the purpose of 
having sexual relations with 
children under the age of 18.

The law also prohibits the 
production, possession, and 
distribution of any visual ma­
terial depicting a minor in­
volved in a sexually explicit 
act, when such material is in­
tended for importation into the 
United States. □

Smith helps dedicate 
chair at Southeastern
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — 
Southern Baptist evangelist 
Bailey Smith preached Sept. 6 
in the dedicatory service of the 
chair of evangelism named in 
his honor at Southeastern 

Baptist Theological Seminary.
Southeastern’s board of 

trustees voted to establish the 
Bailey Smith Chair of Evange­
lism last March in response to 
a $1 million endowment given 
for that purpose.

In his sermon, Smith en­
couraged his listeners to “heed 
the Great Commission. You 
don’t spell go, P-R-A-Y; you 
don’t spell go, G-I-V-E; you 
spell go, G-O,” Smith said, 
adding that it is hypocritical to 
be concerned about world mis­
sions and then to ignore your 
lost neighbors. □

BSU director's 
ordination leads to 
associational action
Baptist Press

DALLAS — The executive 
board of Galveston Association 
recently voted to request the 
transfer of Raye Nell Dyer as 
director of the Baptist Student 
Union at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in 
Galveston.

The action, on a 29-10 vote 
with one abstention, came af­
ter the association’s BSU advi­
sory committee reported it felt 

Dyer and the association had 
“irreconcilable differences” 
growing out of the process of 
her ordination to the Gospel 
ministry.

Although salaries and bene­
fits of BSU directors are paid 
by the state convention (the as­
sociation provides program 
funds), the directors must be 
approved locally and require 
continued local endorsement, 
said Jack Greever, director of 
the division of student work for 
the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas.

Greever said he planned to 
talk with Dyer about a new 
place of service, but would 
have to have her permission 
before he could place her at an­
other school.

Dyer said she is willing to 
think and pray about any op­
tions. □

Hunt kicks off prayer 
focus at Southwestern
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH — Prayer 
specialist T.W. Hunt recently 
kicked off Prayer Focus Week 
at the seminary with four 
chapel messages urging stu­
dents and faculty to “pray big­

ger” than ever.
A former Southwestern pro­

fessor now employed by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Hunt reminded students “God 
himself takes the initiative in 
prayer. It is he who comes to 
us. He reveals himself expect­
ing some kind of response from 
us.”

Hunt based much of his 
prayer lesson on his discover­
ies from transcribing every 
prayer found in the Bible. □

Midweek block party 
yields 65 conversions
Baptist Press

SAN JOSE, Calif. — More 
than 450 people attended a 
school of evangelism sponsored 
by the Home Mission Board 
Sept. 6-9 in Santa Clara. But 
what pleased organizers even 
more was what happened at an 
evangelistic block party held in 
conjunction with the school.

In just two hours 65 people 
made professions of faith in Je­
sus Christ at the midweek 
block party.

Bill Sims, California South­
ern Baptist Convention evan­
gelism associate, said holding 
the event on a Wednesday af­

ternoon was unusual. Block 
parties normally work better 
on weekends, he said.

Organizers candidly admit­
ted they were “pleasantly sur­
prised” by the 65 professions of 
faith and scores of prospects 
identified. But they were espe­
cially encouraged to learn first­
hand that weekends are not 
the only time block parties can 
be effective.

As a result Sims and Toby 
Frost, associate director of 
mass evangelism at the HMB, 
expect a lot more of the evan­
gelistic efforts in the future.

“Almost everyone who help­
ed conduct this one plans to 
hold block parties in their own 
communities,” Frost said. □

St. Amant returns 
to New Orleans
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — A dis­
tinguished church historian 
has returned to New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

C. Penrose St. Amant will 
serve as visiting professor of 
church history during the 
1994-95 academic year at the 
school where he first began his 
seminary teaching. □

Outside 'refugee spotlight/ Baptists aid Rwandans in Tanzania
Baptist Press

KARAGWE, Tanzania — The 125,000 Rwandan 
refugees huddled in this corner of Tanzania don’t even rate 
a dot on the news maps. Most reporters focus on the much 
larger numbers of refugees in Zaire, with an occasional 
glance at camps in Ngara, Tanzania, to the south.

But Hutu people fearing death in Rwanda haven’t for­
gotten Karagwe. It’s a safe haven — if they can slip past 
army patrols, make it through the jungle, and bring 
enough money to buy a spot on a wooden boat that proba­
bly leaks.

Karagwe is one of two places where Southern Baptists 
fund and staff relief operations for Rwandan refugees. The 
other is in high-profile Goma, Zaire.

A team of Tanzanian Baptists, FMB volunteers, and 
Florida Baptist Convention volunteers work in Karagwe 
ministering to a variety of needs. — Craig Bird ABOVE, a leaking, overloaded wooden boat ride through a croc­

odile-infested swamp is the last danger for Rwandan Hutus flee­
ing Tutsi soldiers for northwestern Tanzania. BELOW, perhaps 
nothing typifies refugee life as much as standing in line for food, 
medical treatment, and various other reasons.

BAPTIST PASTOR Kanyar- 
wand Sylvester, above, prays 
with a group of about 30 
refugees who publicly came 
forward for help meeting spiri­
tual needs during a recent wor­
ship service for Rwandans at 
the Kagenyi Refugee Camp in 
Karagwe, Tanzania. AT 
RIGHT, Southern Baptist mis­
sionary and refugee worker 
Rob Moor, who has seen far 
too many dead Rwandan ba­
bies, enjoys a few moments of 
holding a healthy infant while 
encouraging her mother. — 
Photos by P. Kevin Morley
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