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Clarksville churches join to share facilities
By Lonnie Wilkey
For Baptist and Reflector

CLARKSVILLE — Two 
Cumberland Association con­
gregations, one white and one 
black, have joined together in 
what may be the first effort of 
its kind in the state.

Gracey Avenue Church, an 
older white congregation in 
Clarksville, and Greater St. 
James Mission, a two-year-old 
congregation sponsored by 
Gracey Avenue, celebrated 
“Partnership Day” Oct. 2.

The two congregations will 
maintain separate identities, 
but will use the same building 
and church facilities. Greater 
St. James previously had met 
in a rented building, but had 
outgrown the facilities.

Gracey Avenue will worship 
on Sundays at 9 a.m., while 
Greater St. James will worship

SBC Cooperative Program gifts for 1993-94 set record
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern Baptist Con­
vention Cooperative Program gifts for the 
fiscal year 1993-94 totaled a record 
$142,866,783 surpassing last year by 
more than $6 million and the budget re­
quirement by more than $4 million, ac­
cording to Morris H. Chapman, president 
of the SBC Executive Committee.

The SBC fiscal year — which ended 
Sept. 30 — CP total was a 4.6 percent in­

crease over last year’s $136,539,729.
The 1993-94 SBC program allocation 

budget called for $138,234,735. The 
$142,866,783 given represents 103.4 per­
cent of the budget.

Highest previous year in the CP’s histo­
ry was 1989-90 when $140,710,282 in gifts 
was received by the SBC. This year’s 
record amount reversed a decline in gifts.

“The all-time record high in Coopera­
tive Program receipts is overwhelming ev­
idence that Southern Baptists, the people

in the pews of our churches and the pas­
tors in our pulpits, are committed to meet­
ing the challenge of the Great Commis­
sion,” Chapman said.

SBC President Jim Henry of First 
Church, Orlando, Fla., which leads the 
38,000 SBC churches in CP giving, said 
the “record giving sends a strong message 
that the grassroots have a great and grow­
ing confidence in our institutions, our 
leadership, and our Cooperative Pro­
gram.” □

CUMBERLAND ASSOCIATION Director of Missions Wesley 
Pitts, right, joins Gracey Avenue Church Pastor James Redding, 
left, and Greater St. James Mission Pastor James Brigham on 
‘Partnership Day’ Oct. 2 as the two churches united together in 
the same location.

at 11:20 a.m. The two church­
es have joined together for a 
joint Sunday School at 10:15.

Each church will maintain 

separate offerings and sepa­
rate prayer meetings on Wed­
nesday nights. The churches 
will share utility bills and ex­

penses and both pastors will 
have offices at the church.

While black churches have 
had access to white churches 
in the state, this appears to be 
the first time a church facility 
has been used in a partnership 
agreement by both black and 
white churches, said Gracey 
Avenue Pastor James Redding, 
a former program associate in 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion Missions Department.

Willie McPherson, director 
of the Home Mission Board’s 
black church extension divi­
sion, acknowledged that what 
the two Clarksville churches 
are doing “is not something 
that happens with regularity.

“I’m sure there are some 
churches that have done it, 
but it’s rare,” McPherson said, 
adding that he “doesn’t know 
of any such effort that involves 
— See Clarksville, page 6

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec- 
( " ~ ” ”*’* Hrentwood, Tenn.,

Centennial guest
Tennessee native and Southern Baptist Convention President 
Jim Henry, center, was welcomed Oct. 4 to Central Church 
Bearden, Knoxville, by Pastor Larry Fields, right, and Pastor 
Emeritus Henry Chiles. Central sponsored a reception for area 
pastors to meet the SBC president. Henry was one of four spe­
cial guests who preached the church's observance of its 100th 
anniversary. See page 6 for story and additional photos.

Carson-Newman College cited 
in national news publication

JEFFERSON CITY — U.S. 
News and World Report has 
named Carson-Newman Col­
lege one of the South’s top ten 
regional liberal arts schools. In 
its eighth annual “America’s 
Best Colleges” issue published 
Sept. 19, Carson-Newman 
ranks tenth on the list based 
on academic reputation, stu­
dent selection, faculty and fi­
nancial resources, graduation 
rate, and alumni satisfaction. 
The college was cited a week 
later by the same magazine for 
high educational values and 
efficiency.

The Jefferson City school, 
one of Tennessee Baptists’ 
three schools of higher educa­
tion, is listed along with other 
institutions such as Emory 
and Henry, Hillsdale, and

Mary Baldwin. The news came 
as C-N opened its 144th acade­
mic year with a record enroll­
ment and $3.1 million pledged 
since June in the Victory Lap 
of the college’s largest ever 
capital campaign.

Among the region’s liberal 
arts colleges, C-N was ranked 
seventh by the magazine in 
academic reputation and 
eighth in student selectivity.

With an enrollment of 2,163 
Carson-Newman has a stu- 
dent/faculty ratio of 13:1. For 
the sixth year, the average 
ACT score of C-N freshmen 
has topped state and national 
averages. In compiling the 
rankings for its Sept. 19 issue, 
the magazine surveyed presi­
dents, deans, and admissions 
— See Carson-Newman, page 2
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Missionaries re-enter Rwanda
By Craig Bird
For Baptist Press

KIGALI, Rwanda — Southern Baptist 
missionaries have re-established a phys­
ical presence in Rwanda — more than 
five months after evacuating the African 
country in April when it plunged into 
ethnic bloodshed.

“We’re just trying to pick up the 
pieces like the rest of the country,” said 
Foreign Mission Board missionary Larry 
Randolph, administrator of the Southern 
Baptist mission organization in Rwanda.

“We’re trying to get in contact with 
Baptist leaders, see what happened to 
our property, and see what we can do to 
meet the spiritual, emotional, and physi­
cal needs of the Rwandans.”

At least three Baptist pastors were 
among the hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandans killed, Randolph confirmed. 
He also has been told that “four or five” 
evangelists who worked for the Baptist 
Union of Rwanda are dead.

Only six of the 35 ordained Rwandan 
Baptist pastors have been located, 
“though we assume, and hope, that most 
of them are scattered in the refugee 
camps,” he said.

Almost all other surviving Baptist 
leaders also remain out of the country, 
and likely will for some time. So mission­
aries have many added tasks as they re­
sume work.

The fate of properties has provided 
some good news. Most Baptist-owned

buildings are pockmarked with bullets, 
but “at least 90 percent of the buildings 
in Kigali are structurally sound — and 
that includes our churches, offices, and 
homes,” Randolph said.

He has visited six churches and found 
all of them in good shape. The compound 
where the Randolphs live includes a mis­
sion guest house and offices.

“It was looted and trashed, but not 
damaged,” he said.

The home of missionaries David and 
Janet Hooten, Knoxville, sustained 
the most damage. The entire roof and a 
chain-link fence were hauled away.

“Either the looters had a lot of time or 
there were a lot of them — or both,” Ran­
dolph said.

Randolph and his wife, Diane, began 
staying in Kigali for short periods of 
time in late August. They returned the 
first week of October. Missionary Kat­
rina Knox, Columbia, who has been 
working at the Baptist camp for Rwan­
dan refugee children in Goma, Zaire, 
plans to return to her home and work in 
Butare by mid-October. The Hootens, 
now working in Rwandan refugee camps 
in Tanzania, will move back “as soon as 
we can find them a house,” according to 
Randolph.

Missionaries Stan and Marlene Lee, 
Fort Worth, Texas, have agreed to work 
in Goma for six more months.

The other Foreign Mission Board mis­
sionaries who evacuated Rwanda include 
Martha Colwell, Athens, Ga., who is in

the United States on furlough, and Ver­
non and Sandi Sivage, Midland and 
Wheeler, Texas, respectively, who have 
transferred to Uganda.

Two other couples appointed to Rwan­
da are completing language study in 
France. Tim and Kathy Cummins, 
Georgetown, Texas, and Atlanta, respec­
tively, plan to arrive in the country in 
November; he will work as a mass media 
evangelist and she will be involved in 
church and home evangelism. Billy and 
Dana Blankenship, Weatherford, Texas, 
assigned to agricultural evangelism, 
have not finalized their plans.

The Rwanda missionaries likely will 
work in human needs projects for a 
while, Randolph said. They have re­
quested funds from the Foreign Mission 
Board to fund the children’s camp in 
Goma through next May. Diane Ran­
dolph is developing a program to assist 
women made widows by the Rwandan 
tragedy. Hooten, an agriculturist, and 
Knox, a nurse, also can help meet basic 
needs, which are tremendous.

“A lot of people we knew are dead and 
a lot we can’t find, but we’re thrilled just 
to be back home,” Randolph admitted. 
“We had water when we went back and 
the electricity, and postal service was 
supposed to resume a couple of weeks 
ago. ... There’s food in the markets and 
traders are beginning to import items.

“It will be a tough place to live and 
work emotionally — but it’s where we 
want to live and work.” □

Carson-Newman cited in national news publication ...
— Continued from page 1 
directors of 1,400 schools, ask­
ing them to rate those institu­
tions in their same category. 
The results were combined 
with educational data provid­
ed by the ranked colleges.

Carson-Newman president 
Cordell Maddox said he was 
pleased that the school was 
named with “such a presti­
gious group given that our tu­
ition compares quite competi­
tively.” He said the C-N 
trustees recently voted to

Texas attorney files charter for new 
convention; has 'no intention to use it'
Baptist Press

HOUSTON — Houston at­
torney J. Walter Carpenter 
has filed a charter for a “Texas 
Baptist Convention, Inc.,” 
should the need arise for a 
new convention, he said last 
week.

Carpenter told the Texas 
weekly newsjournal, The Bap­
tist Standard, he had “no in­
tention to use it, but it is there 
to use if things go from bad to 
worse and conservative leader­
ship in Texas wants it. It is 
merely an enabling thing in 
the event it is needed.”

Events which might bring 
on separation of “conserva­
tives” from the Baptist Gener­
al Convention of Texas and es­

keep tuition increases to an 
absolute minimum to ensure 
affordability.

In its Sept. 26 issue, U. S. 
News and World Report 
ranked Carson-Newman as 
fifth among the South’s liber­
al arts schools in providing 
“quality education at a rela­
tively reasonable cost.” The 
citing came in the magazine’s 
first annual “America’s Best 
Values” survey in the national 
publication.

The Tennessee Baptist 

tablishment of a new conven­
tion, he said, could include in­
clusion of the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship in the 
BGCT budget if the Coopera­
tive Missions Giving Study 
Committee report is rejected 
at the annual convention in 
Amarillo, Oct. 31.

“I would expect that would 
trigger this (new) convention,” 
Carpenter said, adding he had 
“no idea” if the approval of the 
committee report, which would 
permit CBF gifts to be consid­
ered as Cooperative Program 
gifts, which would “trigger” es­
tablishment of the new con­
vention. “I am not in the loop 
of the leadership decisions. I 
merely do what I am asked to 
do,” he said. □ 

school was fourth on the 
“Most Efficient Schools” list, 
which ranks institutions’ 
spending on educational pro­
grams per student. The high 
ranking verified Maddox’s re­
port on keeping tuition afford­
able.

The magazine said the list­
ings were devised to help pro­
vide families with a realistic 
measure of value by relating 
the cost of attending an insti­
tution to the quality of educa­
tion.

Rates hold steady for medical plans
Baptist Press

DALLAS — Rates for the 
first six months of 1995 will 
not increase for participants 
in three Annuity Board med­
ical plans that cover church 
ministers, church staffs, and 
seminary students.

Rates will not change in 
the Comprehensive Medical, 
Major Medical, and Cata­
strophic Medical plans, ac­
cording to board officials.

Life and long-term disabil­
ity rates also will not change 
for 1995. A decision has not 
yet been made about 1995 
rates for participants in the 
PruCare HMO.

Although there is no 
across-the-board increase for 
the first half of 1995, rates

Considered in the values 
and efficiency ranking were 
schools in the top 20 percent 
of the “best schools” ranking 
earlier. Carson-Newman is 
the only liberal arts school in 
Tennessee to make the best 
values and efficiency list.

Carson-Newrman College 
awards more than $11 million 
in financial aid annually, tak­
ing $3.5 million from the in­
stitutional budget. Ninety-one 
percent of the students re­
ceived some financial aid. □ 

may change for participants 
who move to ZIP Code areas 
with higher rates or who 
have birthdays that put them 
into higher age brackets. Par­
ticipants who add a first or 
second dependent to their 
coverage will also see an in­
crease.

There has been no rate in­
crease in the Personal or 
Seminarian Comprehensive 
Medical Plan since July 1, 
1992.

“Participants are benefit­
ing from good claims experi­
ence and the Annuity Board’s 
and Prudential’s effective 
management of the plans,” 
said Joel Mathis, an Annuity 
Board senior vice president 
and head of the insurance di­
vision. □
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Former Tennessee pastor grid Covington native
Courage, Lottie Moon get pilot through rescue flights

By Jan Johnsonius 
For Baptist Press

BRASILEIA, Brazil — Mis­
sionary pilot Warren Rose, a na­
tive of Covington, had never put 
his life at risk by landing at 
night on an unlighted, dirt run­
way.

But for the 25 bum victims 
stranded Sept. 9 near the 
Brazilian jungle town of 
Brasileia, he and another pilot 
were their only hope for sur­
vival.

Minutes earlier, Rose had 
signed a document releasing the 
Brazilian government from re­
sponsibility in the event of a 
crash. Now his thoughts focused 
on avoiding the unlighted an­
tennas and towers that sur­
rounded the landing strip.

As he broke through the low- 
lying clouds and dense smoke, 
he was met by an amazing 
sight. The townspeople had 
lined up their cars, with the 
headlights illuminating the 
airstrip. The rest of the jungle 
was in darkness.

“The way the Lord worked is 
amazing,” said Rose, a former 
pastor of Natchez Trace Church, 
Camden, and a graduate of 
Union University, Jackson.

Earlier that day a flatbed 
truck was traveling the jungle 
road between the towns of 
Brasileia and Asis. It carried 
about 30 people on the back and 
a container of diesel oil.

The truck passed a brush fire 
which caught up with the vehi­
cle. The diesel oil exploded.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONARY pilot Warren Rose of Covington, right, seen with his wife, 
Kathy, of Memphis, and his single-engine plane in this file photo, made multiple night landings on 
an unlighted dirt runway in Brazil in September to ferry burn victims to medical care

burning 25 of the passengers 
and the driver. Three died at 
the scene. The others were 
transported to a small clinic in 
Brasileia, but the clinic had no 
supplies or anesthesia.

Meanwhile, Rose was con­
tacted at about 6 p.m. in Rio 
Branco, the capital of Acre. He 
had just finished an emergency 
flight.

Night flights normally are il­
legal in the Brazilian state of 
Acre, but the emergency out­
weighed the risks. At first, no 
government official wanted to 
assume responsibility for Rose’s 
flight, but he finally convinced 
an Air Force colonel to let him 
make the flight.

Through it all, Rose’s wife, 
Kathy, said she had a sense of 
peace, although she knew the 
dangers of flying over a jungle 
in the dark, through smoke 
clouds, and landing on a run­
way lit only by the headlights of 
cars.

So Rose took off on a flight 
which would earn him the 
state’s highest award for valor 
and gain new respect for Bap­
tist work there.

He made the flights with a 
nurse who kept IV fluids going. 
He completed his second flight 
at about 3:30 a.m. with four 
more patients. He was accompa­
nied on that flight by his father, 
Coy Rose, who was visiting as 

part of a volunteer team from 
Covington. The elder Rose went 
along to offer his flying exper­
tise.

Rose completed his last flight 
at 7 a.m. By that time several 
victims had already died. With­
in days the three passengers 
from Rose’s first flight would be 
dead. The death toll now stands 
at 20 and could go higher.

But Rose’s willingness to 
take such risks for the Brazilian 
people opened their eyes in 
ways nothing else could. His 
mother, Jeanette, noted the peo­
ple “were amazed that an Amer­
ican would risk his life” for 
them.

Brazilian newspapers were 

filled with stories of the daring 
night flights of Rose and Brazil­
ian pilot Silvio Abilio Almeida 
de Lima, who also joined the 
rescue effort.

“They made us look like he­
roes, saying we risked our lives 
and flew by instinct,” Rose said.

“That instinct was the Global 
Navigation System, provided by 
Southern Baptists through the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offer­
ing, Rose said with a laugh. “It 
was right there on my panel 
telling me where the runway 
was. It’s so sophisticated that I 
not only knew where the airport 
was, I had the end of the run­
way programmed into the com­
puter on my plane.” But Rose 
admits there was a risk. No 
computer could program in how 
to avoid unlighted antennas and 
towers. The Brazilian pilot also 
had the navigation system.

State legislators in Acre obvi­
ously realized the risk. They 
voted in September to award 
Rose and the Brazilian pilot the 
Order of the Star, the highest 
medal of honor and courage giv­
en by the state.

“What has happened has 
called attention to what we’re 
doing as Baptists,” Rose said.

“Sometimes we’re seen as 
only being concerned about 
sharing the Gospel and not the 
physical needs of others. “This 
says we care. It lends credibility 
and opens the doors for people 
to be more receptive. The au­
thorities and mayors now have 
a higher opinion of who we are 
as Baptists,” he said. J

Churches to be affected by new tax reporting laws
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Although tax time is 
still months away, church financial secre­
taries should be preparing to help donors 
comply with new tax law’s related to chari­
table giving, IRS employees advised.

Effective Jan. 1, 1994, any single contri­
bution of $250 or more to a charity must be 
substantiated in writing by that charity. 
The documentation also must indicate 
whether the donor received any goods or 
services in exchange for the contribution.

Because of this new law, church officials 
will want to get out donor statements as 
soon as possible each quarter or at year-end, 
said Karin Gross, a senior technician re­
viewer with the IRS chief counsel. Gross 
and Howard Schoenfeld, IRS special assis­
tant for exempt organizations, spoke to Bap­
tist editors in Washington Oct. 2.

The two said the IRS already has re­
ceived numerous phone calls about the 
changes, many from people who have mis­
understood the new law.

Here are highlights of their explanations:
■ Deductibility is not changed. The new 

law relates only to documentation of deduc­
tions, not what may be counted as a tax de­
duction.

■ The law affects only single contribu- 

Effective Jan. 1, 1994, any 
single contribution of $250 
or more to a charity must 
be substantiated in writing 
by that charity.

tions of $250 or more. To illustrate, consider 
two people who both give $5,200 annually to 
their churches. One person gives $100 every 
week to the church and therefore is not af­
fected by the new law. The other person 
gives $433 once each month, and therefore 
is affected by the new law.

■ Documentation is required. Before fil­
ing a tax return, a donor must obtain from 
the church a statement which lists all con­
tributions of $250 or more and reports any 
goods or services given to the donor in re­
turn. A donor’s cancelled check will not be 
considered adequate documentation be­
cause they do not indicate whether any 
goods or services were received in return.

■ Compliance is the goal. Upon request 
of Congress, the IRS wants to eliminate 
charitable deductions claimed wrongly. 
That’s why the no-goods-or-services require­
ment is key to the new law. For example, a 
person might pay the church more than 

$250 to participate in a mission trip. That 
payment differs from a regular tithe or of­
fering, which is given without expecting to 
receive any goods or services in return. For 
the mission trip, the money paid is not a 
contribution to the church but provides 
lodging, food, and transportation services.

■ Mixed gifts have a different standard. 
Payments to a church of more than $75 that 
are part charity and part payment for 
goods and services must be documented as 
such. For example, should a church hold a 
fund-raiser where individuals pay $100 to 
attend a concert, the donor could deduct as 
a contribution only the amount of that $100 
that didn’t cover the value of the concert. So 
if tickets otherwise would have cost $20, the 
donor may deduct only $80 as a charitable 
contribution, and the church’s documenta­
tion must note this distinction.

■ Timeliness counts. Documentation of 
charitable gifts required under the new law 
must be received by the donor before the tax 
return is filed.

■ There is no standard format. The IRS 
has no standard format churches must use. 
Any form will suffice, so long as it provides 
enough information to substantiate the 
amount of the deductible contribution and 
the statement that no goods or services 
were received in return. □

Laity, pastors 
disagree over 
church influence
Associated Baptist Press

GLENDALE, Calif. — 
People in the pew are more 
optimistic about the influ­
ence of the church than are 
most of the pastors who 
lead the churches.

That’s the finding of two 
new polls by the Barna Re­
search Group, headed by 
George Barna of Glendale.

About half of all pastors 
of Protestant churches in 
the United States say the 
Christian church is not 
making a discernable differ­
ence in society, the survey 
showed.

A companion survey, 
however, found 67 percent 
of American adults believe 
the clergy are doing an “ex­
cellent” or “good” job and 70 
percent believe churches 
serve people’s needs “very 
well” or “pretty well.” □
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letters — opinion

0 about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason.
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub- 
lished.

■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not 
conform, it will be re­
turned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

Working mothers
I am a little offended by the 

articles in today’s Christian pub­
lications about working and 
non-working mothers. The arti­
cle in the Sept. 28 issue by Keith 
Hinson and Debbie Von Behren 
is great and wonderful for fami­
lies who make the choice for 
mom to stay home, but those of 
us who work see it differently. 
The working mother’s view is 
never mentioned.

The ladies in the report keep 
talking about their faith as if 
working moms don’t have any. 
God has given me faith to trust 
in him in the decision to work. 
He had led me to a fine Christ­
ian center where my children 
are entrusted to the care of god­
ly Christian women who include 
God in every daily routine. He 
has given us a family who loves 
him and sees our 4- and 6-year- 
old as gifts to be reared as ser­
vants unto him.

In the process of working I 
have had the privilege of shar­
ing my faith and the love of our 
Savior with others.

If you feel God has led you to 
stay home I commend you, but 
please remember the faith of 
working moms. When God de­
scribed a virtuous woman in 
Proverbs 31:10-31, he did not 
leave us out. Verse 24 tells how 
she goes in the marketplace and 
sells her good to the merchants.

All Christian mothers are un­
der God’s guidance, let him di­
rect us. Proverbs 3:6 says: “In all 
thy ways acknowledge him

(God) and he shall direct thy 
paths.”

Karen E. Hicks 
Martin 38237

Writing to trustees
This is a request of the 

trustees of each of our Ten­
nessee Baptist institutions to 
consider. As protection against a 
hostile takeover by some future 
boards that might wrench the 
institutions from those who 
have nurtured them through the 
years, it is suggested that the 
trustees deed their properties to 
the convention. This would give 
the convention effective owner­
ship. The trustees would then 
lease the property for their use.

With this plan no change 
would be necessary in method of 
choice of trustees or operation of 
the institution.

The convention would be in 
firm control since a lease would 
not be renewed to hostile 
trustees. Admittedly, if evicted, 
hostile trustees could take the 
endowment and go elsewhere to 
carry on an institution, but at 
least Tennessee Baptists would 
have a physical facility to start 
over and elect another board of 
trustees to rebuild a cooperating 
institution.

The desirable means of exe­
cution of this idea is for the 
chairman of the trustees at each 
institution to take the initiative 
in discussing this idea and set 
up a peaceful transition rather 
than waiting for an upheaval on 
the floor of the convention.

Norris Gilliam 
Kingsport 37664

Praises revival
First Church, Livingston, 

concluded what we have called 
“Revival Harvest” Sept. 29. Ac­
tually, First Church has been in 
revival for several weeks. On 
Sept. 18, we had nine people 
come on public profession of 
faith for baptism, one came by 
letter, and five others came to 
rededicate their lives and seek 
God’s direction for future deci­
sions.

Ken Jordan, a former pastor 
of First Church, Livingston, led 
us in the “Revival Harvest” ser­
vices. During the morning wor­
ship service Sept. 25, we bap­
tized seven. During the services 
that week we had a total of 26 
professions of faith, 24 of whom 
will be baptized into the church.

Two will join Moodyville 
Church.

This has been the best year 
for First Church in a long time. 
We have baptized 34 people into 
fellowship this church year.

Revival began when we voted 
last spring to do about $60,000 
worth of remodeling in our edu­
cational building and sanctuary. 
Throughout the work there was 
never a single negative vote in 
the business meeting nor in con­

versation about what we were 
doing. We also had a new 
church sign erected in front of 
the church.

Our people have begun to 
work together and to have an 
excitement about winning oth­
ers to Christ. On Feb. 1, I will 
begin my ninth year as pastor, 
and I have never seen such a 
wonderful spirit within the fel­
lowship. I am truly blessed to be 
the pastor of a church which 
gives 17 percent of all undesig­
nated offerings to the Coopera­
tive Program and 4 percent to 
Riverside Baptist Association. 
God is truly at work here.

Donald L. Cobb, pastor 
First Church

Livingston 38570

Reid was special
Orvil Reid was an extraordi­

nary man. My family had the 
opportunity to enjoy him and Al­
ma as few families have. In 
1980 Orvil and Alma had just 
retired to the Forth Worth 
Southwestern Seminary com­
munity when we left Tennessee 
to attend graduate school there.

I first met them in a semi­
nary course for senior adult 
ministry. Orvil commented one 
day, early in the course, “I keep 
hearing you talk about ‘us ’ and 
‘them’ and ‘we ministering to 
them.’ Alma and me, are we an 
‘us’ or a ‘them?’ ” The class 
roared! I knew then I had a spe­
cial friend. We had an instant 
bond and rapport because of our 
Tennessee roots.

My wife, Dale, our daughter, 
Paige, and the Reids set out to 
look for them a house to buy. 
They didn’t have a car, so we 
drove them in ours. They looked 
at several, made a decision, and 
paid for it in cash. It was the 
first home that they had ever 
owned.

Orvil and Alma were instant 
“family.” They were surrogate 
grandparents to our 4-year-old 
daughter who had moved 600 
miles away from her grandpar­
ents. Paige would run all the 
way across the yard at Gambrell 
Street Church just to get a “toss 
in the air” from Orvil and a spe­
cial hug from Alma. We dined in 
their home numerous times, and 
still we hold dear the Mexican 
treasures that they gave to 
Paige. We cringed when Orvil 
took Paige by her heels and 
tossed her to and fro. But as she 
giggled and screamed, we knew 
that she loved her special friend, 
“Papa” Reid.

We shall always cherish our 
very special relationship with 
the Reids. What special people! 
What a special man! We shall 
miss him!

Gary N. Williams, 
executive director 
Madison-Chester 

Association of Baptists 
Crockett Baptist Association 

Jackson 38305

Experiencing life's ups, downs
Life at the Wilkey household 

has had its ups and downs in 
recent weeks — literally. _

Five-year-old Daniel has 
been learning to ride a bicycle 
without training wheels. And,, 
he has had the “busted” lip and 
skinned knees and elbows to 
prove it.

Though I wish he had not 
gotten hurt it has been fun 
watching him learnt

Daniel is 
still at that 
age where fail­
ure did not 
stop him from 
obtaining what 
he wanted. 
Thank good­
ness for bike 
helmets. When WILKEY

he fell off, even if he were hurt, 
he would get right back on that 
bike and go again. Now, he’s 
riding that bike like an old pro.

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
October-

13 — The development of a Christian Health Education Center 
in Coronel is needed.

14 —More response from Tennessee volunteers is needed 
for the November evangelism project.

15 — Missionary Carol Henson in Santiago is preparing to co­
ordinate Vacation Bible School throughout Chile.

16— Remember retired missionary Hubert Hardy as he con­
tinues to listen and heed God’s voice.

17— Retired missionary Divina Park, now residing in Ken­
tucky, wants to continue experiencing God’s power in 
her life today.

18— Missionary evangelist Bill Baer is helping churches start 
and grow.

19 — Our crafts team of volunteers in Santiago are leading 
seminars.

Christ — eternal or created being?
“The firstborn of every crea­

ture” — Colossians 1:15b (KJV)
If the above is a true trans­

lation, then Christ is not eter­
nal but a created being. He 
was the first of God’s creative 
work, but is not eternal.

Long before I knew the first 
letter in the Greek alphabet I 
said this is not 
what Paul 
meant. The 
word translat­
ed “firstborn” 
means just 
that in Luke 
2:7. Though 
virgin-born Je­
sus was Mary’s 
firstborn; later by Joseph she 
bore other children. But a 
word must be translated in its 
context.

In Colossians Paul is refut­
ing Gnostic philosophy which 
denied that Christ was eter-

HOBBS

occasional 
word

By Lonnie Wilkey, 
associate editor

Though he doesn’t under­
stand, I hope he continues to 
handle life’s “ups and downs” 
like he did when he was 5.

It seems the older we get, 
the easier it is to let life’s 
“downs” keep us down.

Everybody, including Chris­
tians, will have some tough 
times in their life. Jesus did 
not promise us a trouble-free 
life just because we accept him 
as Lord and Savior.

What he did promise was 
that he would be there to “pick 
us up when we fall off our 
bikes.” □

jv Baptist 
beliefs

By Herschel Hobbs, 
Baptist theologian

nal. He was arguing that he 
was the eternal God in bodily 
form in his incarnation (v. 9). 
If so, then Christ was/is eter­
nal.

Many years ago I researched 
the Greek word in Kittel’s mul­
ti-volume work, one of the most 
exhaustive works on the Greek 
language. The last line of the 
treatment said this word is 
sometimes used to express pri­
or being with the sense of lord­
ship. It cites this verse as an 
example.

So Christ is eternal, existing 
prior to creation. He is the Cre­
ator and the Lord of all cre­
ation. □
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editorial uh comment

World hunger problem points up disparity
People may have a choice about where 

they live but no one can choose where 
they are born.

Millions of people are born into situa­
tions where hunger is a way of life and 
starvation becomes reality.

World hunger is a universal problem 
that will not go away.

Tennessee Baptists, if not already in­
volved, are urged to plan for an aware­
ness time during this month when world 
hunger is in the spotlight.

In fact, some churches observed Octo­
ber 9 as World Hunger Day. The fall sea­
son is an appropriate time to emphasize

distributions to Brinkley Heights 
Church, Memphis; Copper Basin Associ­
ation; Western Heights Center, 
Knoxville; and Montgomery Village Cen­
ter, Knoxville, among others. There are 
no administrative costs.

Though World Hunger Day was sched­
uled for October 9, churches may have the 
observance at any time. The TBC encour­
ages churches to observe a World Hunger 
Day through the use of rice bowls as 
banks for world hunger offerings. The 
bowls are available from Rice Bowl Inc., P. 
O. Box 3216, Spartanburg, S. C. 29304, for

a small fee. More information can be ob­
tained by calling (803) 583-3682.

Some Baptists give to hunger plans 
sponsored by TV evangelists or others, 
Gilder says, but the best plan is to use 
the wise stewardship of giving through 
Baptist institutions. This always works.

Churches can get information from 
the TBC Missions Department. Real 
hunger knows no boundaries.

Whether hunger or starvation hap­
pens in Rwanda, Somalia, New York, or 
Tennessee, help is needed. Giving and 
praying can make the difference. □

at one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

An easy target

By Wm. 
Fletcher

Allen, 
editor

the need to provide food 
wherever it is needed. 
This is harvest time for 
many food crops, and 
the Thanksgiving season 
is rapidly approaching. 
Thanksgiving makes 
people aware of food, 
and long ago it was a 
day for sharing. That

Henry says it's time to move on

gesture gets little notice now.
The total Southern Baptist world 

hunger offering this year was down by 
25 percent, though needs are escalating. 
Tennessee Baptists gave $368,389 in 
1992-93, about $100 per church. Accord­
ing to Ray Gilder, Missions Department 
associate, about 10 percent was used in 
Tennessee, another 10 percent went to 
the Home Mission Board, and 80 percent 
was used by the Foreign Mission Board 
in food distribution.

The Missions Department, answering 
requests coming from associations, made

If applause is an indication of ap­
proval, SBC President Jim Henry’s pres­
idential message to the Executive Com­
mittee September 19 received a mixed 
reception.

Response from some Southern Bap­
tists seemed reserved though others ap­
plauded with vigor. But hold it, this is 
really no way to judge the impact of a 
message. The proof will come when deci­
sions are made.

The tone of Henry’s talk was concilia­
tory instead of strident. His message 
was sincere and apparently addressed to 
all Southern Baptists, including the Ex­
ecutive Committee.

The former Two Rivers (Nashville) 
pastor seemed to be saying enough is 
enough. While he did not suggest recom­
pense for what has happened in the 
Southern Baptist Convention during the

past decade, he did say it is time to move 
on. He noted that many churches are on 
the brink of making decisions to leave 
the SBC or whether to withhold CP 
funds.

Let’s bring them in, he said. Some will 
say “no,” and some of the churches in 
question may say it is too late. But the 
Christian and intelligent response is, let 
us try, remembering who we are.

Many Southern Baptists appreciated 
Henry’s decision to dump paid parlia­
mentarian Barry McCarty, an outsider. 
He was needed for a couple of years, but 
quickly became anathema to numbers of 
messengers. This paper for several 
years has encouraged what Henry final­
ly did.

What a joy it would be if Southern 
Baptists make positive decisions here 
and now. This is an opportune time. □

One reason the world is so 
busy bashing Christians and 
Christianity is that we are so 
good at it ourselves.

Christians are easy targets. 
If we do good, we are pooh- 
poohed as do-gooders. If we 
don’t, the world accuses us of 
being no-gooders and hyp­
ocrites.

Are you weary of Christians 
bemoaning how the world 
“bashes” Christianity. Whin­
ing and hand-wringing are

ALLEN

useless and 
unbecom-ing 
of God’s chil­
dren. Just 
serve Christ!

We would 
be on more se­
cure ground if 
we would only 
pause, assess

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Family may be the couple

the damage and reality.
If we are truly doing our 

calling as Christians, false ac­
cusations will be seen for what 
they are — false.

If we are not actively serv­
ing Christ by using our spiri­
tual gifts to carry out our as­
signments, then we deserve 
the criticism.

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

Start with a smile
Small boy to daddy: “Pop, 

why did the snowman have a 
hot water bottle on his head?”

Daddy: “I don’t know.”
Small boy: “Because he was 

committing suicide.”
Take this thought

People who would never 
commit suicide are killing 
themselves gradually with bad 
habits. Appetite, avarice, and 
ambition, can kill our body as 
well as our spirits. Thomas 
Fuller said, “He lives long that 
lives well ... time misspent is 
not lived, but lost.” Goethe 
said, “A useless life is only an 
early death.”
Memorize this Scripture

“What is your life? ... a va­
por that appears for a little 
time, and then vanishes away” 
(James 4:14).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help to realize my 
strength can be as the strength 
of 10 if my heart is pure. □

The manner in 
which the public 
communicates with 
childless couples is 
a real concern to
many people. I have been asked 
to address this specific area.

Some couples are childless 
by choice and others are child­
less by chance. The reason for 
their childlessness is a matter 
of very personal information. 
MYOB (mind your own busi­
ness) is a good formula for us to 
use in this area.

While I acknowledge that 
children are the gift of God and 
that the Bible assumes that 
every couple will want to have 
children, there are those today 
who choose to remain childless.

Like Paul’s choice to remain 
single for the sake of his calling, 
some choose today to remain 
childless in order to give them­
selves more fully to their under­
stood calling.

There probably will be long 
term consequences to their 
choice in the area of family re­
lationships of later life when 
the extended family will be 
smaller for those who choose 
not to have children. When 
they know this and make in­
formed conscious choices, they

must be honored by friends 
and family.

It seems to me that the prin­
ciple Paul applied to food of­
fered to idols in his day would 
apply here. In Romans 14:13 
Paul admonishes us “not to 
judge one another.”

The real sensitivity, stress, 
and pain come to those couples 
who are childless by chance. 
They would love to have chil­
dren but for whatever reason, 
they are infertile.

Well-meaning friends and 
family sometimes seek to find 
out what is going on by using 
questions that to the couple 
may have the feel of the Span­
ish Inquisition.

There is no way that ques­
tions can be asked without the 
appearance of being nosy and 
intrusive.

Let’s look at some sugges­
tions for relating with childless 
couples.

1. Don’t ask why the couple 
does not have children!

2. If the subject of childless­
ness does come up, let the cou­

BARKLEY

ple take the lead in 
the conversation.

3. Don’t make 
suggestions for pos­
sible correction of

the situation. Medical advice 
and help can give proper assis­
tance.

4. Don’t share your own “war 
stories” unless they will give 
comfort and hope instead of 
guilt and shame.

5. Be sup­
portive and en­
couraging.

My wife and 
I learned this 
lesson by expe­
rience. We 
were not able 
to have a child 
for six years

before a doctor helped correct 
the problem. Many well-mean­
ing friends and family caused 
us real pain by innocently ask­
ing questions and offering ad­
vice.

It is difficult to understand 
how sensitive this issue is un­
less you have been in that posi­
tion. I sincerely encourage all of 
us to be aware and sensitive of 
the feelings of others in this 
very personal and sensitive 
area. □

But the main point for us to 
remember is that we often are 
our worst critics. We need to 
pull together.

In an old episode of Andy 
Griffin, an escaped prisoner 
was on the loose, headed to­
ward Mayberry. Sheriff Andy 
stationed Barney and Gomer 
on the roof of the sheriffs of­
fice as lookouts.

They spotted the escapee 
heading into town. In a fit of 
agitation, Barney shouted to 
Gomer to “go get the police ”

Gomer nervously replied in 
his high-pitched voice, “But 
Barney, we are the policed

Christians, Baptists in par­
ticular, are quick to judge and 
accuse other Baptists. When 
the world “bashes” us. they are 
just playing follow the leader. 
Baptists, in this case, are set­
ting the pace as we bash each 
other.

Some might say this is a 
ploy of Satan himself, that he 
wants to keep us splintered so 
we cannot mount a strong an­
swer to his shenanigans.

That is true, but when we 
follow Christ wholly, criticism 
surely will come but it will be 
groundless and harmless. He 
that is in us is greater that he 
that is in the world.

Baptists, don’t bash your 
co-laborers in Christ.
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Tennessee features

'Find Us Faithful' theme of Central Bearden centennial
For Baptist and Reflector

KNOXVILLE — Oct. 2-5 
was a busy time for members 
of Central Church, Bearden, 
as they observed 100 years of 
service in Knoxville.

An average of more than 
1,000 people attended five 
services dedicated to the cen­
tennial celebration. The cele­
bration theme was “Find Us 
Faithful.”

Three former pastors, in­
cluding an interim, joined 
SBC President Jim Henry in 
presenting a series of centen­
nial messages. Former pastor

CHRISTINE PARRIS looks at old newspaper 
clippings about Central Bearden. Parris 
served on the Historical Committee which 
was chaired by her husband, John.

Clarksville churches join to share facilities ...
— Continued from page 1 
an African-American church.”

McPherson said that what 
the two Clarksville churches 
have done is “a good idea.”

“We need to have more 
churches across our conven­
tion willing to share facilities 
... until one is strong enough 
to have its own building.”

Redding said the two 
churches have been studying 
the possibility of sharing facil­
ities since June.

For Gracey Avenue, he 
said, the benefit is having an 
enlarged ministry and the op­
portunity to reach its commu­
nity which is at least 50 per­
cent black. “Joining with 
Greater St. James Mission 
will allow us to minister to 
the whole community,” Red­
ding said.

Redding noted the benefit 
to Greater SV. James Mission, 
which began in January of 
1993 is that it will have larger 
facilities.

Also, Redding added, work­
ing in cooperation with Gracey 
Avenue members will provide 
their workers opportunities to 

Bill Bruster, now director of 
the western region of Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship, 
kicked off the celebration Oct. 
2 during Sunday morning 
worship.

During the evening service 
a musical drama God with Us 
was presented by the Sanctu­
ary Choir.

Interim pastor Harold 
Bryson, now a consultant 
with the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, spoke Monday 
evening, Oct. 3.

Henry spoke on Tuesday 
evening, Oct. 4. He was fol­
lowed the next evening by 

Henry Chiles, 
pastor emeritus 
who served the 
church for 21 
years.

On Tuesday 
evening, Henry, a 
native of Tennes­
see, thanked the 
congregation for 
“100 years of be­
ing a strong 
Southern Baptist 
church.”

The SBC presi­
dent cited several 
principles that 
will guarantee the 
future of churches 
for another 100 
years.

Basing his 
message on the 
church at Anti­
och, found in Acts 

learn more about who South­
ern Baptists are and give 
them some training as teach­
ers. “It is an opportunity for 
them (Greater St. James Mis­
sion) to have a growing experi­
ence,” Redding said.

Redding acknowledged a 
few Gracey Avenue members 
were not in favor of the action 
and left. The majority of the 
church, however, supported

FRANCIS CONKLIN, right, and Eula Mae Martin teach a combined 
Sunday School class at Gracey Avenue Church, Clarksville. On 
Sunday, Oct. 2, Gracey Avenue joined together with Greater St. 
James Mission to share church facilities.

11, Henry noted that success­
ful churches in the future 
must:

(1) have a commitment to 
penetrate the community;

(2) always maintain a po­
tential for change;

(3) follow the principle of 
discipling;

(4) have a pattern of Godly 
examples as models and men­
tors;

(5) be predominated by 
generosity;

(6) be a worshipping 
church; and

(7) pray and fast, resulting 
in power.

Pastor Larry Fields ob­
served, “This has been a won­
derful week. God has blessed 
us in so many ways. We give 
him the glory.”

The Central pastor told the 
congregation, “For 100 years 
the Lord has called us to be 
faithful to him. The greatest 

the move. “There’s an excite­
ment in this church we 
haven’t seen in a long time,” 
the Clarksville pastor ob­
served.

Redding pointed out Gracey 
Avenue is a transition commu­
nity and has been for the past 
15-20 years as more and more 
whites moved out of the com­
munity and African Americans 
moved in.

years are still ahead.”
On Tuesday evening Knox 

County Association Director 
of Missions Walter Taylor 
presented the church a plaque 
on behalf of the Tennessee 
Baptist Historical Society.

Taylor recognized the 
church for its contributions to 
the association and for being 
an encourager to the churches 
in the association.

Central’s history began in 
1894 when R. H. Edington 
saw the need for a church in 
the Bearden community and 
invited those interested in 
starting a church to his home. 
Although several area pastors 
discouraged them, the eight 
who attended the meeting 
proceeded to organize and 
build.

The first building was con­
structed that year. It cost 
$1,200 and seated 300 people.

Today Central has a mem-

Though the church has 
tried to minister to the 
African Americans, “we real­
ize there are cultural differ­
ences that kept us from minis­
tering to the community.

* “Now, we will minister side 
by side,” Redding said.

Greater St. James Pastor 
James Brigham also is excit­
ed and pleased about the 
move.

“I’m looking forward to be­
ing a part of this,” Brigham 
said. “I feel the Lord has di­
rected the two congregations 
to follow this path.”

The mission pastor ob­
served the church is excited to 
be part of the Southern Bap­
tist family.

“Eyes have not seen and 
ears have not heard all the 
good things that will come 
from this relationship,” 
Brigham said.

The two churches had a 
goal of 150 in Sunday School 
on Oct. 2. They came close 
with 132. Redding said there 
were more than 250 people 
combined at the two worship 
services. □

AT LEFT, CENTRAL BEAR- 
DEN Pastor Larry Fields, cen­
ter, is flanked by his two prede­
cessors at the 100-year-old 
Knoxville church. On the right is 
Henry- Chiles, pastor emeritus, 
and Bill Bruster. The four men 
have a combined 43 years of 
service. BELOW, HISTORICAL 
COMMITTEE member Francis 
Waldrupe displays an original 
copy of church minutes from 
1894.

bership of 3,800 and an aver­
age Sunday School atten­
dance of 1,400. The present 
sanctuary was built in 1958.

The church has had 20 pas­
tors during its history, but 
only three in the last 40 years 
— Chiles, Bruster, and 
Fields.

A centennial cookbook has 
been published and an exten­
sive church history is being 
produced. □ — Lonnie Wilkey

Retired TBC pastor 
Philip O. Davidson 
dies in Arkansas

Philip O. Davidson, 80, re­
tired pastor of Frayser 
Church, Memphis, died Sept. 
24 at his home in Conway, 
Ark.

Davidson, who served 
Frayser Church from 1951-79, 
also served churches as pastor 
in Texas. After retirement he 
held 17 interim pastorates in 
15 churches in Tennessee, 
Arkansas, and Mississippi.

He was extremely active in 
SBC and TBC life. Davidson 
was a former first vice presi­
dent of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and member of the 
TBC Executive Board. He also 
was a trustee of Union Univer­
sity.

The Texas native served as 
moderator of Shelby County 
Association and was a former 
trustee of the SBC Brother­
hood Commission.

Davidson is survived by his 
wife, Dana, four children — 
Joan Enock, Beverly Walton, 
Lee Davidson, and Donald 
Davidson — and seven grand­
children. □
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Tennessee features

Volunteer earns thumbs-up 
from refugee workers, Rwandans
By Craig Bird
For Baptist and Reflector

GOMA, Zaire — Ivan Raley has a Ph.D in 
counseling that didn’t do him any good in 
Africa because he couldn’t speak the language. 
He has years of experience as a pastor and 
preacher, but nobody asked him to speak while 
he was in Goma, Zaire.

So the Fairview man wound up drawing 
simple pictures in the sand and using hand ges­
tures to show Rwandan refugees how he want­
ed a shower stall built.

And he used lots of smiles and hugs to com­
municate his love for a people he felt a strong 
call to help.

“I admit it was really frustrating to get to 
do what I thought I would do,” Raley said. 
“That was true with most of the Southern 
Baptist volunteers. We got here and it was 
nothing like we expected. We had some doc­
tors doing construction and it took half a day 
to do what you could accomplish in a half­
hour in the United States.

“Like one lady said, ‘I came out here to do 
great things for God and Fm not getting to do 
them.’ I looked around at what I was doing and
realized lots of people — volunteers and Rwan­
dans and Zairians — could do what I was do­
ing, and do it better since I don’t know much about 
building.

“But I knew from the bottom of my heart that God 
had called me to Goma for a purpose and the only 
unique contribution I could make was to be me. And Fm 
convinced that years from now the men I worked with 
will remember this crazy, old, bald-headed white man 
and remember the love of Jesus that came to them 
through me. And no one can love them the way God 
called me to love them. And that must be why God sent 
me here.”

When Raley saw news reports of 800,000 refugees 
crossing into Goma in three days and the abject living 
conditions, he immediately started trying to get to Zaire 
to help. He had just completed a 10-year pastorate at 
Grassland Heights Church in Franklin and “was waiting 
to see what God wanted me to do next.” The desire to 
help the refugees overwhelmed him.

A call to his congressman to see if his U.S. Navy com­
mission could be reactivated got a double dose of advice: 
1) The commission would take too long, and the Navy 
wasn’t going to Zaire anyway; and 2) Try the major relief 
agencies.

VOLUNTEER IVAN RALEY TALKS with missionary Lucy Driggers and a Rwandan Baptist 
refugee pastor. — Photos by Kevin Morley

IVAN RALEY DELIGHTS a Rwandan boy with attention during a 
break from building a Baptist camp for unaccompanied minors.

But the Red Cross, Care, and other agencies said they 
were only sending medical teams or French speakers. So 
Raley went to the Tennessee Baptist Convention build­
ing to see if he could be part of Baptist relief efforts in 
Georgia, which had been hit with major floods. But the 
Tennessee Baptists involved in that project were return­
ing home that same day.

“Shucks,” Raley told the secretary. “I can’t go to Geor­
gia and I can’t go to Zaire. What is God trying to tell 
me?”

“Did you say Zaire?” the secretary asked. “Wait a 
minute, we just got a fax about Zaire.”

The message was from the Brotherhood Commission, 
seeking volunteers to go to Goma as part of a joint relief 
project with the Foreign Mission Board.

Raley’s wife of four months had opposed his initial ef­
forts to go to Zaire, but when he returned with news 
about the Brotherhood Commission request, she 
switched.

When he said, “Fil go if we can raise half of the $3,000 
it will cost,” she chastised him.

“That’s really tacky,” she pointed out. “You stand 
in the pulpit and preach about faith and you say 

you’ll go ‘if.’ Start 
packing and get 
your shots — 
you’re going even 
if we have to sell 
the car."

So Raley got to 
Goma. The shower 
stall got built. And 
20 Rwandan 
refugees now walk 
around flashing 
the thumbs-up sign 
Raley taught them 
— one of his ways 
of showing them 
that Jesus loves 
them.

Raley is now 
serving as interim 
vice president, Mid­
dle Tennessee Re­
gion, Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s 
Home. □

Haiti volunteer 
'richer for having 
shared some'
For Baptist Press

KNOXVILLE — Connie Bull wept when she 
couldn’t return to Haiti.

She knew she’d probably get another chance to do 
so. But she cried for Haitians she might never see 
again.

‘1 wept for the faces of the children who may not 
be there when I get back because they have starved 
to death,” said Bull, an elementary music teacher in 
Jefferson City and a member of Cumberland Church, 
Knoxville. She planned to teach this summer at Bap­
tist music camps in Cap-Haitien, Haiti, the island 
nation’s second-largest city. She taught there several 
earlier summers as a volunteer through the Foreign 
Mission Board.

Bull never thought of canceling her travel plans 
earlier this summer when tensions escalated be­
tween Haiti and the United States. “Everyone in my 
church kept saying, ‘Surely you won’t go now.’ But I 
said, ‘If there’s a plane leaving, I want to be on it.’ ” 
But the planes didn’t leave. In June she learned the 
U.S. government was banning commercial flights to 
and from Haiti. The move was supposed to help pres­
sure Haiti’s ruling military junta to give up power.

“When I heard there would be no commercial air 
travel, I fell apart. I mourned. I wept, I wailed. I 
prayed in Creole (the heart language of Haitians),” 
said Bull, who picked up the language in just five 
weeks of service in Haiti.

Since then, she has found comfort in a videotape 
of her Haitian students sent by fellow Southern Bap­
tist Dawn Goodwin, who taught with her in previous 
camps. Goodwin, of Jefferson City, currently teaches 
in a Christian school in Port-au-Prince, Haiti’s capi­
tal. “It has witnessed to me — their faith, their faces, 
the way they smile and praise God amid all this ad­
versity,” said Bull of the 
tape.

Bull wishes she could 
have spent more time meet­
ing physical needs she saw 
in Haiti. Doing so often 
opens doors to tell Haitians 
about Christ.

“It will get their atten­
tion if you can save their 
child’s life,” she said. “If you can build a well so their 
child won’t die from diarrhea, then they’ll listen to 
what you have to say. If you can meet that physical 
need, they know your God is strong and he can meet 
other needs.”

Bull wishes she could volunteer for an upcoming 
relief project in Haiti sponsored by the mission board 
and the Brotherhood Commission. The project will 
involve at least 150 Southern Baptist volunteers in 
food distribution. Volunteers also may wrork in water 
well repair, w’ater purification, medical care, and 
construction.

“If I weren’t teaching school I’d be there.” said 
Bull. “And Td pack everybody’s bags” wrho could go.

“A cup of water given in Jesus’ name — that may 
be too simplistic for some because a cup of water sure 
isn’t going to meet all the need,” said Bull.

But it’s a significant drop in the bucket.
“It’s like when Esther was considering whether to 

go in to beg for the lives of her people. Mordecai sent 
word, saying, ‘If you do not take this opportunity, 
God will send someone else,’ ” said Bull, recalling the 
Old Testament story of Queen Esther who saved the 
Jews from annihilation during the reign of King 
Ahasuerus.

“Some people might say, ‘OK God, send someone 
else.’ But then they’ll have to answer for the missed 
blessing, the missed opportunity,” said Bull. “It 
makes all of us richer for having shared some.” □

Qualified Southern 
Baptists who want to 
volunteer for the Haiti 
relief projects should 
call the Brotherhood 
Commission at (800) 
280-1891 or (901) 
722-3787.
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a Tennessee features
Off-site Sunday School classes missions tool for church

The reason all this works is we have a 
church that’s willing to change.... The 
church has caught the vision and I’m 
just along for the ride.

— Roger Beshears, pastor 
New Prospect Church, Lawrenceburg

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

LAWRENCEBURG — New Prospect 
Church in Lawrenceburg is caught up 
in something exciting and its ministers 
find it hard to explain.

It may have begun, Pastor Roger Be­
shears reported, with the emphasis on 
a spiritual vision of “relationship evan­
gelism.” Other factors are the openness 
of the church members to the Holy 
Spirit and to other leadership, a mis­
sions trip to Chicago, Ill., and youth 
leadership, he added.

The results of the work at New 
Prospect are as numerous as the fac­
tors. One outcome is that church mem­
bers are leading Sunday School classes 
which meet at a government subsidized 
housing project and a nursing home 
which draw 66 people. The church only 
has 220 on an average Sunday in Sun­
day School.

“We need to take the church out of 
the four walls to where the people are,” 
said Beshears.

Members have accomplished that 
through relationship evangelism, he ex­
plained. It is being accomplished by in­
tegrating “church visits” or witnessing 
into daily activities — while shopping 
in department stores or attending a 

ball game, explained Beshears and 
Lewis Thomas, minister of music and 
youth. Members are armed for this out­
reach with tracts and information ma­
terials about the church.

Beshears attests to the success of 
this approach. While shopping recently 
in a retail store he made more contacts 
with potential church members “than I 
could visit in one day.” And the person 
contacted is “more receptive” in these 
situations, he added.

Members got to practice relationship 
evangelism in Chicago this summer. 
The church hosted a missions trip there 
which drew 31 youth and 12 adults, 
said Thomas. He wanted to continue 
the momentum gained there at home. 
Thus the idea for the class at the hous­
ing project. The church’s goal is five 
classes meeting by the end of the year.

Held during the morning in the sum­
mer and now following school in the af­
ternoons, the class draws about 20 
youth from the church and 20 youth 
and children from the community. The 
youth are assisted by Thomas and his 
mother, Jenny, a member of New 
Prospect.

An advantage of this ministry over a 
bus ministry which transports people 
to church activities, said Beshears, is 
that those involved could attend New

Prospect’s regular activities because 
the class is set for an alternate time. 
And it’s attracting people not attending 
the church. In this case the class is 
reaching African-Americans.

A nursing home is the site of the sec­
ond class. It was begun by New 
Prospect member Scottie Frakes. He 
has such a good ministry among the 
residents, noted Beshears, they “get ex­
cited” each week because of the class.

The next class may be in a fast food 
restaurant, he reported.

The youth of New Prospect have be­
come energized and prepared for lead­
ership through several activities, re­
ported Thomas. One important activity 
held each quarter has been the “Awe­
some God Night.”

Meeting in a former theater, the 
events draw hundreds of area teen­

agers. Since they began a year ago, 92 
youth have made professions of salva­
tion, he added.

“The reason all this works is we 
have a church that’s willing to change,” 
said Beshears. In just 18 months he 
has seen the church change from 80 in 
average Sunday School attendance to 
220. But statistics aren’t important to 
him.

“Which is best — a person getting 
Bible study or numbers on a board?”

The changes at the church cannot be 
attributed to the pastor or the staff, said 
Beshears. “The church has caught the 
vision and I’m just along for the ride.”

But it seems to be a fun ride for the 
staff. Beshears added, “If you want 
your neck hugged, you come to New 
Prospect Baptist Church.” □

Ask for directions to Baptist Hospital 
and you’ll get 20 different answers.

Baptist Hospital is 
everywhere you need us, 
with more services and 
more convenient locations 
than ever. In fact, Baptist 
has the most comprehensive 
healthcare network in 
Nashville, with twenty 
locations offering the same 
quality of care that 
generations have come to 
depend on throughout

Middle Tennessee.
Whether you need a 

routine check-up, walk-in 
treatment for a minor 
illness, medical care for a 
homebound relative or 
treatment for an injured 
worker, you’re never far 

from all the services of 
Baptist Hospital.

Baptist Hospital
So much for so many.

Baptist Hospital
1. 2000 Church St.

Baptist Bellevue Medical
Center
2. 7640 Highway 70 S.

All services provided in a non-discriminatory manner.

Baptist Convenient Care 
3. 2601 Elm Hill Pk.
4. 2547 Murfreesboro Rd.
5. 5441 Nolensville Rd.
6. 7640 Highway 70 S.
7. 28 White Bridge Rd.
8. 4473 Lebanon Rd.

Baptist Healthcare Group 
9. 602 Gallatin Rd.

10. 5801 Crossing Blvd.
11. 740 Conference Dr.
12. 1633 Church St.
13. 300 20th Ave. N.
14. 1911 Church St.

Baptist WorkSmart Center 
15. 2525 Perimeter Place

Baptist Occupational
Medical Center
16. 1420DonelsonPk.,St.B15
17.342 21st Ave. N.
18.740 Conference Dr.

Baptist Hospital 
Home Care 
19. 327-4658

Baptist Medical 
Equipment and Supplies 
20.210 McMillan St.
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TenneScene at the people7 their work

■ the people

■ Pleasant Heights Church, 
Columbia, has ordained Mark 
Nichols and Gary Stewart as 
deacons.

■ West Jackson Church, 
Jackson, will ordain Rod 
James Oct. 16.

■ the leaders

■ B. Allen Livengood, 
pastor, New Ebenezer Church, 
Elba, Ala., and recent gradu­
ate, Florida Baptist Theologi­
cal College, Graceville, has 
been called as pastor of Brace 
Church, Brace, effective Sept. 
18. Livengood, son of Charles 
Livengood, late director of mis­
sions, Alpha and Judson Bap­
tist associations, has served as 
youth pastor, Pomona Church, 
Dickson, and Rocky Head 
Church, Ariton, Ala., and as 
interim pastor, Lick Creek 
Church, Linden. Livengood 
and his wife, Melanie Litton 
Livengood, have served as 
house parents of Chrysalis 
Home for Girls, Newton, Ala.

■ Darrell Newman, min­

ister of music, White Oak 
Church, Chattanooga, will be 
honored Oct. 30 for 20 years of 
service. The recognition will be 
held after the morning worship 
service and include a luncheon.

■ Joe Wright Jr., pastor, 
Bentonia Church, Bentonia, 
Miss., has been 
called as pas­
tor of First 
Church, Mc­
Minnville. He 
is a graduate 
of Southeast­
ern Baptist 
Theological
Seminary, WRIGHT 
Wake Forest,
N.C., and The Reformed Theo­
logical Seminary, Jackson, 
Miss.

■ Joel Newton, pastor, 
Mount Horeb Church, Eth­
ridge, and his wife, Cheryl, 
were leaders at the Fall Festi­
val of Marriage hosted by the 
Baptist Sunday School Board 
at Ridgecrest Baptist Assem­
bly Oct. 8-9.

■ Kevin Gevedon has 
been called as pastor of Im­
manuel Church, Shelbyville. 
Gevedon, who is a student at 
Belmont University, Nashville, 
is serving as pastor for the 

first time and considers South­
side Church, Shelbyville, his 
home church.

■ Earl and Jane Wil­
liams, missionaries to Liberia, 
are on an assignment in Ivory 
Coast and can be reached at 
LIMCO YEKEPA, BP 182, 
Danane, Ivory Coast. The for­
mer Jane Williams, she was 
born in Knoxville and lived in 
Oak Ridge.

■ James and Rebecca 
Jones Courson, missionaries 
to Taiwan, are in the states 
and can be reached at 200 
Hutchins Dr., Wilmore, Ky. 
40390. She considers Wood­
bury and Birmingham, Ala., 
her hometowns.

■ Rich and Susan Hinkle 
Hutchens, missionaries to 
Venezuela, are on the field and 
can be reached at Junta Mi- 
sionera Foranea, Apartado 
80920, Caracas, Venezuela. 
She considers Knoxville her 
hometown.

■ John and Kathleen 
Joslin, missionaries to Japan, 
are in the states and can be 

reached at 3570 Ownby Rd., 
Sevierville, 37862. They are 
natives of Sevierville.

■ First Church, Wood­
bury, will celebrate its sesqui- 
centennial Oct. 16. Activities 
will be held during the morn­
ing worship service, a lunch­
eon, and an afternoon service.

■ Mossy Grove Church, 
Harriman, will hold revival 
Oct. 16-19. Herman “Butch” 
Adcock of First Church, Sweet 
Home, Ore., will speak.

■ Bob Mowrey, pastor of 
Park Avenue Church, Nash­
ville, will lead revival services 
at Bartlebaugh Church, 
Chattanooga, Oct. 16-19.

■ the associations

■ Stewart County Asso­
ciation held an area crusade 
led by Floyd “Lammie” Lam- 
mersfeld, evangelist from 
Gleason, leading. Ten people 
made professions of faith 
and about 50 made other 

spiritual decisions.

■ Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Jefferson City, has 
named Michael V. Carter as 
provost and vice president for 
academic af­
fairs. The new 
position is part 
of a restructur­
ing of the col­
lege’s adminis­
trative staff. 
Carter joined 
the colleege in 
1985 as assis- CARTER 
tant professor of
sociology. He also has served 
as interim vice president and 
associate dean and vice presi­
dent of academic affairs.

■ King’s Academy, a part 
of Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist 
Academy, Seymour, will hold 
an area-wide Youth Rally Nov. 
11 at 7 p.m. The music group 
The Educators of the academy 
will perform. Recreation will 
follow the concert.

Tennessee Sampler aa vie\A^s7 insights
A real Satan?

By Richard F. Adkinson, pastor 
Hillhurst Church, Nashville

Is there an actual being/person who 
is called “the dragon, that old serpent, 
which is the Devil and Satan?” (Revela­
tion 20:2).

Yes. Indeed there is. Why do I be­
lieve in his existence? Jesus spoke of 
him. The inspired Word of God speaks 
of him. I see evidence of him in my fam­
ily, my church, my nation, and my own 
life.

God himself, through Simon Peter, 
tells us, “your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion walketh about seeking 
whom he may devour” (I Peter 5:8). 
God also tells us through Moses, that 
Satan is not only powerful but “subtle” 
(Genesis 3:1). Our Lord Jesus tells us 
that Satan is a thief and he “cometh 
not but for to steal, kill, and destroy” 
(John 10:10).

How is Satan working in your per­
sonal life now? What is his methodolo­
gy for the destruction of your personal 
life, family, church, and nation? He has 
a method and if one does not work, he 
will try another (Ephesians 6:11).

Are we at his mercy? Are we but vic­
tims of his destructive power? Study 
James 4:7-8 and Revelation 12:11 for 
your answer. □

Assumptions, expectations

By Moncrief Jordan, pastor 
First Church, Jefferson City

One of the most disturbing charac­

teristics of human nature for me is our 
tendency to make “unhappy assump­
tions,” or the twin malady — to have 
expectations far too low. Unfortunately, 
I wrestle regularly with this all-too- 
prevalent way of coming at life, and so, 
as always, I must begin my reflection 
with my own need.

But I find this spoken to in a mar­
velous way in the records about the 
events of Easter morning. Some women 
came to the tomb to try simply to com­
plete some tasks that had not been fin­
ished on Friday afternoon.

Do you remember their response 
when they found the stone had been 
rolled away and the tomb proved to be 
empty? They did not see this as an act 
of God, a fulfilling of the promise, or an 
event about which they could rejoice 
with great joy. On the contrary, this 
seemed like just more evidence of how 
low man could stoop, how discouraging 
life could get.

In the midst of their despair and 
grief, now they felt they had to find the 
body that robbers of graves had taken. 
Insult had been added to injury. Their 
immediate, understandable assumption 
was that depraved men had added one 
more atrocity to the depressing events 
of that week — their highest expecta­
tion seemed to be the simple recovery 
of that body that had finally given itself 
over to death on that dreadful cross.

It is hard, perhaps, impossible, for 
us to imagine how they felt when they 
were told forthrightly that the empti­
ness of that tomb was an act of God! 
Christ’s body was not there because he 
was alive. What was thought to be an 

act of evil men proved to be another 
manifestation of the greatness and 
power of God’s love.

How desperately many of us need to 
let that dimension of our faith pene­
trate our lives! □

Sufferers, yet comforters

By J. Harold Durham, Sunday School 
director

First Church, Bluff City

The word comfort comes from the 
Greek word parakletos which means to 
call along side. It is used 10 times in 
John 14:3-7 and as another name for 
the Holy Spirit in verse 16.

When tragedy strikes, collapsing our 
life like a house of cards, that’s when 
we cry out to God; that’s when we need 
comfort; that’s when we need someone 
to come alongside and put an arm 
around us, to be there, to listen, to 
help. Though God is often silent during 
those times, he’s always there — as the 
parakletos, the father of mercies, and 
the God of all comfort.

It’s like a chain reaction. When we 
go through suffering, God comforts us. 
And when his comfort has done its 
work in our lives then we, in turn, can 
comfort others.

The person who has suffered the 
shattering effects of a divorce can best 
comfort a divorcee. The person who has 
lost a child can best comfort another 
parent who has lost a child. A business­
man who was once bankrupt can best 
comfort another person in the throes of 
financial disaster.

Therefore, one reason God allows 
suffering is so we might have a well of 
experience deep enough to draw from it 
compassion and counsel to comfort oth­
ers.

“For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ” ( John 14:5). □

Enemies of Christians

By Ray W. Fullilove, pastor
Poplar Avenue Church, Memphis

It is true — a fact which we need to 
ponder deeply — a man is not defeated 
by his opponents, but by himself.

Our opponents of our faith can be: 
aches which cause us distress; sickness 
which can cause us stress; procrastina­
tion which can cause us regret; discour­
agement which can cause us to give up; 
excuses which can cause us spiritual 
failure.

All of these spell fear. It is this fear 
which keeps us from God’s house and 
our faith.You can let the devil defeat 
you, or God help you. □

Articles included in "Tennessee 
Sampler — views, insights” are writ­
ten by Tennessee Baptist church and 
assoclational leaders. The articles 
are chosen for publication from 
newsletters of churches and asso­
ciations. The Baptist and Reflector 
does not necessarily concur with the 
views expressed.
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Evangelism Department sponsors lifestyle witnessing for women
a t vvannccincr fnr 111.....—I Burroughs have two or three women the message of God’s love for Any woman interested inA Lifestyle Witnessing for

Women Conference will be 
held Friday and Saturday, 
Nov. 4-5, at the Baptist Cen­
ter in Brentwood.

Leading the conference will 
be Esther Burroughs, assis­
tant director of the church 
growth and evangelism de­
partment of the Home Mis­
sion Board in Atlanta.

BURROUGHS

Burroughs
is the author
of the
Lifestyle Wit­
nessing for 
Women mate­
rials to be 
presented.

Creely Wil-
son, state coordinator for the 
conference, said the goal is to

Interfaith witness training to counter 
Mormonism slated for Johnson City

Training for interfaith wit­
ness associates in Mormonism 
will be held Nov. 4-5 at Hol­
ston Association offices in 
Johnson City.

The workshop is for anyone, 
including pastors, Sunday 
School workers, WMU, Broth­
erhood, or others interested in 
knowing how to respond to 
Mormonism.

Mormonism is the fastest 
growing cult in the United 
States, estimated at 5.3 mil­
lion and 8 million worldwide.

The conference begins Nov. 
4 from 2-9 p.m. On Nov. 5 the 
conference will go from 8:30 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Confer­
ence fee is S15 and includes

lunch. Mail check to: Inter­
faith Witness, TBC Missions 
Department, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, Tenn., 37024.

For additional information 
call Bev Smothers in Johnson 
City at (615) 929-1196 or Su­
san Babb in Brentwood at 
(615)371-2031.

Meals and materials are 
provided by the TBC Missions 
Department and the Home 
Mission Board. □

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282

have two or three women
from each association in the 
state to attend the training 
and then go back to their as­
sociations equipped to train 
women there.

The conference is designed 
to help women find their gifts, 
their place in God’s plan, and

the message of God’s love for
everyday life, Wilson added.

The conference begins 
Friday, Nov. 4, at 6 p.m. with 
a banquet and concludes with 
luncheon Saturday, Nov. 5.

Registration fee, workbook, 
and all meals are provided for 
each registrant.

attending the event should 
contact associational director 
of missions or the WMU di­
rector in the association.

Assistance for the event is 
being provided by the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Evangelism Department. □

TO OUR SENIOR PARTNERS

Classified
BIVOCATIONAL DIRECTOR: 
Tulip Grove Church, Old Hickory, 
is seeking a part-time or bivoca- 
tional preschool/children’s direc­
tor. Send resumes to Evelyn Lar­
son, 308 Overhill Drive, Old Hick­
ory, Tenn., 37138

L.L. Since .1998 \
Renovation 

Pews 
1-800-537- 

4723 
Waco, Texas

INC. 7

-SOUDOAK PEWS- 
PEW UPHOLSTERY / RE ANISHING 

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE 

1-(800>-523-9058

At the recent Senior 
b Adult Conference 
in Pigeon Forge, 

we met enthusiastic 
Tennesseans who have 
a heart for children. 
Your enthusiasm, energy, 
and interest in this 
ministry reinforced our 
belief in the importance 
of seniors' active 
involvement in the 
family unit.

As a senior adult, we 
encourage you to 
consider your place in 
the lives of children who 
perhaps have not had 
the privilege to share

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415CHURCH ORGANIST: Central 

Church, Kingston, is looking for a 
church organist. Call (615) 376- 
6866.

Steeples 
Baptistries Utui

ORGANIST NEEDED: For Sun­
day morning and Sunday evening 
worship services. S125 per Sun­
day. Brook Hollow Church, Nash­
ville. Call Dan Jones, associate 
pastor at (615) 352-1295.

From the world s 
largest manufarturer of 
fiberglass churrh products

Call or write for 
our free rat slog

^1 ■■fiberglass
SPECIALTIES 

INCORPORATED

CHURCH STEEPLES
• BAPTISTRIES

WALLCROSSES
• BAPTISTRY WATER 
HEATERS
COLONIAL CONTEMPORARY 
AND MODERN DESIGNS

ERECTION AVAILABLE

I WRITE OR CALL FOR 
LITERATURE OR PROPOSALS

TOLL FREE 
1-800-241-3152 

INNC.
1-800-523-9058

A&O STEEPLES & BAPTISTRIES 
4871 HARVEY RD • BOX 1053

JAMESTOWN. NC 27282

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST!
Age
50

70

18.13
27.93
63.75

30.04
49.62
121.26

Please call Roy Napier (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1 -800-274-0776 • 9-9 Mon.-Sat

Jackson National Life, Lansing. Ml. Rated A 
(Excellent) by AM. Best. Yearly Renewable 
Term to age 100 - Preferred, form #80903. 
Above premiums are first year only. Premiums 
increase annually to age 100. Preferred, Fe­
male rates illustrated above. Please call for oth­
er ages and Male rates.

mini
Available in 20*, 22', 24', and 28* 

(12 to 41 Passenger)

Church Buses 
New and Used 
(We take trade-ins.) 

Call Henry Headden 
Metrotrans Corporation 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180 
1 (615)371-6180

quality time with grandparents or other senior family members. 
Maybe your own grandchildren are hundreds of miles away and you, 
too, miss the closeness and warmth of young people in your life.

When you volunteer your time, wisdom, and talents to the 
children at Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, you're giving them 
a special gift indeed. Perhaps you take for granted the patience 
you've acquired through the years. We so need your God-given 
ability to see through the pain of a child and reach into the depths of 
his or her tender heart with a smile or a hug. Teaching young people 
a new craft, perhaps vone your own grandparents taught you may 
influence the vocation of a child.

So when we call you "partners," we want you to know the 
important place you have within our TBCH family and how 
fortunate we are that you, too, are part of our family.

Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Homes, Inc. 
Chattanooga • Clarksville • Franklin 

Greeneville • Johnson City • Kingsport 
Memphis • Millington • Oakdale

TBCH Central Office
5001 Maryland Way • Brentwood, TN 37027 

(615) 371-2000 • 1-800-624-8591
Dr. Gerald L. Stow

President /Treasurer
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k Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for Oct. 16 
Focal Passage: 
Genesis 3:6-8, 

16-19, 23

Danger!
By Elizabeth Howard

Imagine a world where everyone goes to 
bed at night with a full stomach. Where 
everyone has a job with optimum working 
conditions, salary, and benefits sufficient 
for every need, leisure time for rest and 
recreation, a peaceful home with an ideal 
companion, a beautiful place to worship 
God. “A perfect world,” we might say. Yet 
Adam and Eve had all these wonderful 
things in the garden of Eden, and it was 
not enough for them. Danger lurked in 
their “perfect world.”

Temptation — v. 6
In her leisure hours, or perhaps while 

she was working in the garden, Eve saw 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
She must have seen it day after day, worn 
a path as she traveled to it, stood gazing 
up at the fruit which looked and smelled 
so delicious and juicy.

All the while, the crafty serpent whis­
pered lies in her ears, filled her mind with 
questions and doubts: God had lied; she 
would be wise if she ate from the tree — 
as wise as God, knowing good from evil. 
We don’t know where Adam was during 
this time, but he may have been privy to 
her dilemma, for he ate the fruit along 
with her, or soon after. Both sinned, for 
both willfully chose to disobey God.

Alienation — w. 7-8
The serpent had not lied entirely, for 

Adam and Eve did gain a certain kind of 
knowledge from their sin, the knowledge 
that they were naked. They tried to make 
amends, to cover up, by sewing clothes of 
fig leaves, but their efforts were pitifully 
inadequate. When God came to visit them, 
as his custom was, they hid among the 
trees.

Sin alienated them from God and each 
other, for Adam blamed Eve. He also 
blamed God for giving him Eve in the first 
place. Eve was not willing to accept 
responsibility either; she blamed the ser­
pent. Thus, today, we blame family, genes, 
environment, education, employer, 
friends, someone, or something other than 
ourselves, when we go astray.

Condemnation — vv. 16-19, 23
First, God cursed the serpent, who 

would crawl on the ground, eating the 
dust of the earth, his seed forever at war 
with the woman’s seed. Eve’s punishment 
involved pain and difficulty in childbirth 
and a submissive role in marriage. It was 
only after the resurrection of Christ that 
Paul encouraged mutual submission 
(Ephesians 5:21-33) in the Christian fami­
ly. Adam’s punishment came in the form 
of harder labor, a greater struggle for sur­
vival, and death. To prevent him from eat­
ing of the tree of life and thus living forev­
er, God drove him from the garden.

Sin is a choice and brings painful results. 
Not all of one’s troubles are a result of per­
sonal sin, but personal sin — violence, 
abuse, and wrong lifestyle choices - may 
cause repercussions for generations. □ — 
Elizabeth Howard is a member of Cumberland 
Homestead Church, Crossville.

God's plan for Gentiles
By Ray Fullilove

The spirit of any person is inspired as they write of 
the Good News of the grace of God. The spirit of Paul 
seems to intensify as he begins this chapter. Having 
testified as to the redemptive purpose of God and the 
reconciling power in Christ, Paul turns his attention to 
the reason God called him. The Apostle Paul was 
called to reveal God’s plan for the Gentiles. This was 
the fulfillment of his desire, the fire of his determina­
tion, and the fervency in his dynamic spirit. As we 
open the curtains of this chapter, it is like discovering 
the motivation which moved the heart of Paul to 
become the greatest missionary for God. We can feel 
the emotion of his heart as he speaks about God’s plan 
for the Gentiles.

Ignited by touch of God — vv. 1-6
God’s plan for the Gentiles was not a program pro­

duced by Paul; it was a plan put in his heart by God. 
We catch the fire in his heart from the opening words, 
“For this cause. ...” Paul is saying that in everything I 
do, say, and accomplish for Christ Jesus is because he 
called me to reveal his plan of redemption to the 
Gentiles. Any divine call to God’s leader or any divine 
compulsion to God’s laity must never be pursued 
unless God calls them. Without a call or a cause, we 
have no contest, or challenge, or compulsion. It is to 
have a defense for God like David ( I Samuel 17:20), a 
defiance of the enemy like Caleb (Numbers 14:6-8), and 
a declaration of hope like Jesus (John 18:37). For Paul, 
it was confirmed because of his commitment to Christ 
(v. 1), his call by Christ (v. lb and Acts 9:15-16), and 
his confirmation by the command of Christ (v. 2 and 
Acts 22:19-21). This call to Paul was definite (vv. 1-2), 
disclosed by personal revelation (v. 3), perceived reve­
lation (v. 4)*and a present-day revelation!v. 5). It was

.Bible Book Series 
for Oct. 16 

Focal Passage 
Ephesians 3:1-10, 14-19

Israel demands a king
By Samuel Dean

Change was traumatic. 
The transition from a con­
federacy of 12 tribes into a 
nation proved to be a 
painful experience for 
Israel. The rule by judges 
was replaced by the rule of mon­
archs.

Role of Samuel
Samuel was the last of the judges 

and became the transitional person 
to execute the political change to 
monarchy. A man who had been 
dedicated to the Lord at birth, 
Samuel became an outstanding 
spiritual leader for Israel. Under 
his leadership a significant victory 
over the Philistines had been 
achieved (vv. 3-17.)

Desire for a king — ch. 8:4-9
The people came to Samuel and 

requested that they have a king. 
There were three reasons that 
could have motivated the people.

First, Samuel had grown old (v. 
1). Sensing declining health in their 
esteemed leader caused the people 
to be anxious about the future. Life 
without Samuel was threatening to 
their security.

Second, the people did not trust 
Samuel’s sons who had been 
appointed judges by their father. 
Sons are not always like their dads. 
Eli’s sons kept the offerings and 
had sex with women at church (ch. 
1:12-22). Samuel’s sons abused 
their office as judge by taking 
bribes and preventing justice (ch. 
8:3). The people had enough moral

Convention Uniform Series 
for Oct. 16 

Focal Passage: I Samuel 
8:4-9, 19; 12:19-25

awareness to confront Samuel with 
the problem of the unacceptability 
of his boys (v. 5). When Eli had got­
ten old, Samuel was there to 
replace him. Now that Samuel was 
old there was no one in the wings.

Third, all around Israel there 
were nations with kings. Why did 
Israel have to be different? A king 
could centralize their government. 
He could lead them in the military 
conflicts. It was time for a change 
to be like other nations. The desire 
to conform should always be viewed 
as a “clear and present danger.”

Word of warning — vv. 10-22
Rejection was hard to accept 

from people whom he loved. Samuel 
and his sons were being relegated 
to the past in the future plans of 
the people. Samuel took his hurt to 
God. The Lord said that they had 
rejected God, not Samuel.

At God’s urging, Samuel detailed 
the consequences of their having a 
king to reign over them. A king 
would have a lifestyle that would 
take many of their possessions. 
Sons would serve in military, 
daughters in domestic work. 
Taxation would come. Indeed, the 
people would be the king’s slaves. 
The people shrugged away the 
warning. Once a mind is made up

dynamic in the presentation of the Gospel to the 
Gentiles of the regenerating, reconciling, and the 
rejoicing power of Christ (v. 6). Where you have the 
love of Christ in your heart, in your spirit, and in your 
life, it becomes dynamic!

Inspired by truth of God — vv. 7-13
God’s plan for the Gentiles was inspired by the truth 

of God. The truth which Paul preached in the Gospel 
was unsearchable in revelation (vv. 7-8), universal in 
reach (v. 9), and unique in the ministry and the moti­
vation of the redeemed of the Lord, the church, (w. 10- 
12). The Gospel is God’s plan to reach the world 
regardless of who the people are, what the people do, 
or where the people may reside. This missionary call is 
given not only to the called children of God but also to 
God’s church (II Corinthians 5:17-21).

Inflamed by prayer — vv. 14-21
Paul concludes that God’s plan for the Gentiles 

could not be completed without the power of God, 
which comes only through the avenue of prayer. God’s 
call to the Gentiles compelled Paul to pray. God leads 
us, not only because we have been touched by God but 
also that we remain in touch with God by prayer. May 
Paul’s plea become our prayer that “... we would be 
strengthened by his spirit ... rooted and grounded in 
love ... and filled with the fullness of God ... unto him 
be glory in the church.” □ — Ray Fullilove is pastor of 
Poplar Avenue Church, Memphis.

and closed, it is hard for 
reality to penetrate.

Life after a mistake — 
eh. 12:19-25

The people got what 
they wanted. Saul became 
king. Samuel gave an emo­
tional farewell address.

The people acknowledged their 
error in wanting a king.

Note that Samuel did not contin­
ue to berate the people for their 
sins. After hearing their confession, 
it was time for him to encourage 
them to serve the Lord and be 
faithful under the rule of a king. He 
promised to continue to pray for 
them and to teach them the right 
way (v. 23).

A leader must watch his anger 
when rejected. People will not 
always follow his ideas or wishes. 
Mistakes by both leaders and fol­
lowers will be made. It is good to 
resolve to move beyond our mis­
takes and sins. Let us learn from 
Samuel to pray incessantly for one 
another.

What happens after a mistake is 
crucial. A life of devastation can 
erupt. Hopefully, one will choose to 
learn from the experience and grow 
in God’s blessing. There is life after 
the decisions of yesterday. When 
warnings are not heeded and 
unpleasant consequences ensue, the 
servant of God must deal with the 
realities confronting him. Patience, 
hope, forgiveness, and redemption 
must become the “tools of the 
trade.” □ — Samuel Dean is pastor 
of First Church, Clinton.
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global/national nev^s bri&fs
Minnesota-Wisconsin 
proposal would drop 
'Southern' from name
Baptist Press

ROCHESTER, Minn. — The 
Minnesota-Wisconsin South­
ern Baptist Convention will 
drop “Southern” from its name 
if a study committee recom­
mendation is approved during 
the annual meeting Oct. 27-29 
in Bloomington, Minn.

The committee, chaired by 
Gerald Palmer of Northwoods, 
Minn., gave several reasons for 
suggesting the change.

“The inclusion of the title 
‘Southern’ in a state organiza­
tion may be a significant factor 
to people of strong Southern 
Baptist relationships. In the 
northern part of the United 
States, it might be a liability,” 
the committee report said.

Other reasons cited were in­
digenous and identification 
factors. □

Williams resigns in 
Minnesota-Wisconsin
Baptist Press

ROCHESTER, Minn. — 
David Williams, evangelism 
and stewardship director for 
the Minnesota-Wisconsin 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
has resigned to become pastor 
of First Church, Flower 
Mound, Texas. Williams also 
served as editor of the conven­
tion’s monthly paper, The Min­

nesota-Wisconsin Southern 
Baptist. Williams, 44, joined 
the staff in January.

Gomer R. Lesch, 71, of 
Nashville has agreed to serve 
as interim editor of the paper 
on a volunteer basis. He 
worked in the same capacity in 
1993 and has agreed to serve 
through 1995, according to Ex­
ecutive Director William C. 
Tinsley. □

Teleconferences to 
network workers 
in inner cities
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board 
will host quarterly teleconfer­
ences in 1995, offering mis­
sionaries, pastors, and other 
Christian workers in inner-city 
areas a network to discuss 
ideas and challenges, HMB 
ministry leaders said.

The conferences, similar to 
one broadcast as a test Sept. 
15 from Atlanta, will target is­
sues of importance to workers 
in inner-city areas, said Larry 
Martin, HMB vice president 
for ministry.

Technical requirements for 
participating in the conference 
include a satellite dish, a TV 
room that seats at least 10 
people, and a phone line.

A second test program will 
be broadcast Nov. 21. For more 
information, call Jane Bishop 
of the HMB ministry section at 
(404) 898-7447. □

Family activities can 
By Susan Doyle
For Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — When today’s 
preschoolers grow up and have homes of their 
own, their homes will be a reflection of the 
homes they grew up in, said a preschool ex­
pert.

“It’s scary to realize how much children no­
tice what we do,” said Kay Cassibry, Mission 
Friends consultant for Mississippi Woman’s 
Missionary Union. “But we are modeling be­
havior whether we know it or not.”

Cassibry recently spoke to a group of Mis­
sion Friends leaders and gave them tips on 
how to make the home a missions base. Mis­
sion Friends is the missions organization 
sponsored by Southern Baptist Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union for preschoolers.

“Little things may seem insignificant but 
they shape our children,” she said.

Every day, memories are made and stored 
in the minds of preschoolers. Those memories 
can be based on things which will lead them 
to live Christ-centered lives,” she said.

“Memories are such powerful things. We 
all have them. They may be good. They may

have missions focus
be bad. They link us to our past and they in­
fluence our future.”

Missions is probably not going to be the No. 
1 priority of most families, Cassibry acknowl­
edged. However, some, of the activities which 
family members enjoy together can easily in­
clude a missions focus and can help build 
memories which will influence young children 
in a positive manner.

Cassibry used the following as examples of 
the types of things families can do to combine 
a missions interest with fun learning activi­
ties.

■ Using a plastic globe, play catch while 
talking about the different countries where 
missionaries work.

■ Use pictures or maps of the world to help 
children locate where Southern Baptists have 
missionaries.

■ Make Christmas ornaments with mis­
sionary’s names and places of service on 
them.

■ Have a garage sale and give the proceeds 
to a missions offering.

“We’re in such competition with the secular 
world for fun things. Those fun things should 
have a purpose,” she said. □

Senior adult meeting 
moved to 1997
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Delay in 
construction of a Nashville are­
na has pushed the dates of a 
Southern Baptist Senior Adult 
Convention back a year, said 
Jay Johnston, event coordina­
tor in the Baptist Sunday 
School Board’s discipleship 
and family adult department.

The new convention dates 
are April 28-30, 1997, John­
ston said. Sunday School 
Board officials sponsoring the 
event learned of the delayed 
construction plans in June. 
Since then, Johnston said he 
has been searching for a new 
site for the convention, origi­
nally planned for May 1996.

As logistics became increas­
ingly difficult to work out, 
Johnston said he learned se­
nior adults were looking for­

ward to coming to Nashville — 
“home of the Sunday School 
Board.”

“Several of the senior adults 
who had been planning to at­
tend the convention in Nash­
ville have said they would 
rather wait a year if it could 
still be held here,” Johnston 
said. “Our decision to keep it 
here and move it back a year 
was really based on the re­
sponse of our people,” he 
added. □

Do your church members know 
what's going on at your church?
If not, maybe you need a church newsletter. Let the Baptist and 

Reflector be the means for providing your members information 
about what’s going on, not only in your church, but in the state and 
the denomination.

Send in the form below and we will provide you information as to 
how your church can print its news weekly, biweekly, or even 
monthly.
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Baptist Press

OXFORD, Miss. — When 
he was 8 years old, John Gr­
isham made a public profes­
sion of faith in a Southern 
Baptist church, he recounts in 
the Oct. 3 issue of Christiani­
ty Today.

In the two-page interview, 
Grisham, whose most recent 
novel, The Chamber, and four 
previous novels have passed 
40 million in sales, replete 
with movie deals, tells of his 
Baptist upbringing, his inter­
est in missions, and the ques­
tions he deals with as his suc­
cess mounts.

Of his profession of faith, 
Grisham said he came under 
conviction while in the third 
grade. He talked with his 
mother, who was a devout 
Christian and the next week 
he made a public confirmation 
of his faith in an Arkansas 
church. “In one sense, it was 
not terribly eventful for an 8- 
year-old, but it was the most 
important event in my life. It

did not readily change me, but 
it was very real nonetheless.”

Of his interest in missions, 
Grisham notes, “During my 
childhood in the Baptist 
church we would hear won­
derful stories and see slides 
from all over the world. I al­
ways wanted to take part in 
mission work and never really 
was able to do it the 10 years 
I was busy practicing law.

“Finally, I was able to go to 
Brazil last year with about 40 
other people ... We went to a 
remote area of the country 
and built a church in four 
days.”

Grisham says one of the 
reasons for his success could 
be that his books are “rela­
tively clean” and people real­
ized they could give one of his 
books “to an older teenage son 
or daughter or to their par­
ents. I hope it says something 
about our culture that you can 
be successful without suc­
cumbing to all the gratuitous 
sex and language that is so 
prevalent today.” □
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