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FMB trustees vote missionary pay 
raise; hear plea for supporting CP
By Robert O’Brien & Marty Croll 
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND — Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
trustees voted Oct. 12 for the 
first across-the-board pay raise 
for missionaries since 1991 
and heard the denomination’s 
president challenge Southern 
Baptists not to splinter their 
giving to the Cooperative Pro­
gram.

Trustees also unanimously 
elected David T. Button and 
Louis Moore to top communi­
cations positions (see story on 
page 14).

The missionary pay raise 
came as trustees approved a 
1995 budget of $186.2 million, 
including a previously unallo­
cated $1.5 million in receipts 
from the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget.

“We’ve said missionaries 
will get a raise when Southern 
Baptists give the Foreign Mis­
sion Board a raise,” Carl John­
son, FMB vice president for fi­
nance told trustees. “They’ve 
done that.”

The pay raise, to take effect 
Jan. 1, will amount to $60 a 
month for each missionary 
couple, $36 a month for single 
missionaries, $32.40 for short­

Doctrine study teachers
TBC Executive Director James M. Porch, left, and Johnnie Hall, 
Discipleship Training director, left center, recently welcomed 
Bobby Eklund, right center, and Don Atkinson to the Baptist 
Center. Eklund led training for the 1995 Doctrine study 'Part­
ners with God: Bible Truths about Christian Giving.' The study 
focuses on biblical teaching about giving and strongly empha­
sizes tithing.Those trained will be available to lead two-night 
conferences across the state next February through April.

er-term International Service 
Corps couples, and $19.80 for 
ISC singles.

In a separate action, 
trustees granted FMB staff a 
one-time payment of $600 in 
December. Staff salaries have 
fallen behind cost-of-living in­
creases over the past decade. 
The payment will come largely 
from funds in the FMB staff 
payroll account that have not 
been spent, mainly because of 
retirements and downsizing.

Southern Baptist Conven­
tion President Jim Henry of 
Orlando, Fla., addressed 
trustees in a meeting abuzz 
with discussion over the finan­
cial future of missions. He is­
sued a stirring appeal for 
Southern Baptists not to tam­
per with the Cooperative Pro­
gram.

Henry urged those in South­
ern Baptist institutions and 
state conventions who would 
fragment and “overreact to 
what’s gone on” in the SBC 
theological and political con­
troversy to “stay the course” 
and help focus Southern Bap­
tist resources on the task of 
reaching the world for Jesus 
Christ.

Addressing both SBC mod­
erates and conservatives, he 
also urged Southern Baptists 

to “think prayerfully and care­
fully” before they splinter 
away from cooperative efforts 
to support missions, forming 
instead their own factions.

“These splinter groups (on) 
both sides of the mainstream I 
hope will realize we are the 
strongest by staying together,” 
he said. “I urge (them) to be 
careful about leaving the main 
body. Our people in leadership 
need to stand up and show 
what leadership is all about 
and say, ‘This is right. We give 
our money through the Coop­
erative Program.’ ”

Henry later told Baptist 
Press “he was referring directly 
to fragmenting efforts taking 
place among moderates and 
conservatives in such states as 
Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Texas, and through the Coop­
erative Baptist Fellowship, a 
group of moderate Southern 
Baptists based in Atlanta.

In other actions during the 
Oct. 10-12 meeting, trustees 
appointed 39 people to mis­
sionary service, projected long- 
range administrative changes 
for Europe, and authorized a 
study of the board’s policy pro­
hibiting the hiring of more 
than one person from the same 
family on the Foreign Mission 
Board staff. □

Missionaries return to Haiti, 
pave way for relief projects
Baptist Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
personnel who left Haiti dur­
ing the summer finally re­
turned to the island nation 
Oct. 13 to prepare for relief 
projects involving at least 150 
Southern Baptist volunteers.

The mission workers 
planned to arrive in Haiti 
about 12 hours after the leader 
of Haiti’s military junta — Lt. 
Gen. Raoul Cedras — left for 
exile in Panama. The group in­
cludes missionaries Mark and 
Peggy Rutledge from Mur­
freesboro and Glendale, Calif., 
respectively; International 
Service Corps volunteers Ed 
and Mary Brentham from Bel­
ton, Texas; and journeyman

October CP gifts 
requested early

Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention churches are being 
asked to mail their October 
Cooperative Program re­
ceipts early.

In a letter to church trea­
surers James M. Porch, 
TBC executive director, re­
quested churches to send in 
their gifts early so they can 
be counted as 1994 CP gifts. 
The convention’s fiscal year 
ends Oct. 31. Checks should 
be mailed as soon as possi­
ble the week of Oct. 24 so 
they will arrive at the con­
vention before the end of 
the month.

“We recognize these gifts 
will not include the Sunday, 
Oct. 30, offering in this fi­
nancial year. Rather these 
gifts would be included in 
your November offering,35 
Porch wrote.

He noted that churches’ 
assistance “would greatly 
help us in meeting our fi­
nancial responsibilities be­
fore the end of the 1994 fis­
cal year. We trust it will not 
be an inconvenience.

“Each gift from each 
church of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention is cru­
cial to our ministry and 
mission effort that reaches 
beyond the state even unto 
the world as Christ com­
manded,” he concluded. □

Todd Lowe, from Belton-Honea 
Path, S.C.

The Southern Baptist team 
will pave the way for upcoming 
relief projects in Haiti spon­
sored by the FMB and the 
Brotherhood Commission.

“Pray for our safety, but es­
pecially for wisdom,” Mrs. Rut­
ledge said before leaving for 
Haiti. “There are so many 
needs and we should be very 
sensitive to what the Lord 
would have us do in setting 
priorities. That’s one of the 
chronic problems in Haiti — so 
much that needs to be done 
that you can just get over­
whelmed by all the possibili­
ties.”

The first volunteers were 
scheduled to arrive in Haiti on 
Oct. 16. □
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Trustees appoint missionaries with
Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND — Four cou­
ples with strong Tennessee 
ties were appointed missionar­
ies by trustees of the Foreign 
Mission Board Oct. 11 at 
Huguenot Road Church here.

Grant and Rebecca Cherring- 
ton, members of First Church, 
Hendersonville, will serve in 
Ethiopia, where he will coordi­
nate human needs projects and 
together will be involved in out­
reach ministries.

Though both are West Vir­
ginia natives they consider 
First Church, Hendersonville, 
their home church.

The Cherringtons have two 
children, Britni and Katie.

Ronald and Cynthia Gunter 
will serve in Romania, where 
he will start and develop 
churches and together be in­
volved in outreach ministries.

Born in Germany, Gunter 
considers Clarksville his home 
town and Hillcrest Church 
there his home church.

He holds degrees from 
Austin Peay State University, 
Clarksville, and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas. He has 
been pastor of First Church, 
Henrietta, Texas, since 1990.

He and his wife, a native of 
Florida, have three children: 
Samuel, Ronald Jr., and An­
drew.

Southern trustees affirm Mohler; honor W.A. Criswell
Mohler’s contention that her teaching was 
outside the boundary of that statement.

“The entire seminary community 
should know that the board trusts the 
judgment of the president in his under­
standing and application of the Abstract 
of Principles as it relates to this case,” the 
trustees said in their statement.

“We affirm Dr. Marshall’s giftedness as 
a teacher and acknowledge the affection 
which many colleagues and students have 
come to have for her,” the statement con­
tinued. “There is no joy in such a situation 
as this for us.”

In other actions, trustees voted to 
amend the wording of the seminary char­
ter to read that every professor must be 
a member of a Southern Baptist church. 
It previously had read that professors 
must be members of a “regular” Baptist 
church.

Trustees also named W.A. Criswell, se­
nior pastor of First Church, Dallas, as the 
next recipient of the E.Y. Mullins Denomi­
national Service Award, the seminary’s 
equivalent of an honorary doctorate. Cris­
well holds Th.M. and Ph.D. degrees from 
SBTS. □

Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Trustees of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
voted Oct. 11 to affirm President R. Albert 
Mohler’s actions surrounding the resigna­
tion of associate professor Molly Marshall.

Marshall, a faculty member since 1984, 
submitted her request Aug. 19 at the re­
quest of Mohler. He had accused Marshall 
of teaching outside the parameters of the 
Abstract of Principles, the seminary’s con­
fession of faith. Marshall, whose resigna­
tion is effective Dec. 31, has disputed

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
October-

20 — Coviefi Mission in Antofagasta and pastor, Silas Gomes, 
are striving for church mission status this year.

21 — Pray for spiritual renewal in Chile.
22 — Many national pastors in Chile have serious financial 

needs.
23 — The church of Nueva Aurora in Vina del Mar is struggling 

with space problems and is considering two Sunday 
School schedules.

24 — Our craft team travels home today.
25 — Retired missionary John Parker as he give thanks to 

God in everything and knows the peace resulting from 
thanksgiving.

26 — Pray for the salvation of the husband of Ismenia Goias 
who attends First Baptist Church in Talca.

THE CHERRINGTONS THE GUNTERS

THE MYATTS THE SEAGROVESES

Alan and Kathy Myatt reach ministries.
have been appointed to serve 
in south Brazil, where he will 
teach in a seminary and to­
gether be involved in out-

The Portland native grew 
up in Nashville and considers 
it his hometown. Since April 
he has been associate pastor

HMB's added 
makes up for
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Additional 
Cooperative Program receipts 
will more than compensate for 
a shortfall in budgeted receipts 
from the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship, the Home Mission 
Board executive committee 
was told Oct. 11.

The HMB budget for 1994 
included $500,000 from the 
CBF. The board received 
$194,369 from the CBF from 
January until June, when 
messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention voted to 
direct SBC agencies to stop ac-

of Dickerson Road Church, 
Nashville.

Myatt holds degrees from 
Vanderbilt University, Nash­
ville, and Denver (Colo.) Con­
servative Baptist Seminary.

Myatt and his wife, a native 
of Maine, have a daughter, 
Carrie.

Dennis and Donna Baines 
Seagroves will live in Ivory 
Coast, where he will work as 
business manager for the orga­
nization of Southern Baptist 
missionaries there and togeth­
er will be involved in outreach 
ministries.

Seagroves is a native of Er­
win while his wife is a 
Knoxvillian. The couple are 
members of Calvary Church, 
Erwin, and they consider it 
their home church. Both 
credit Sinking Creek Church, 
Johnson City, as being influ­
ential to their Christian 
growth.

Seagroves attends South­
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., 
and is a graduate of East Ten­
nessee State University, John­
son City. Mrs. Seagroves is a 
graduate of Maryville College, 
Maryville.

They have three children: 
Jessica, David, and Daniel.

The families, except the My­
atts, will go to Rockville, Va., 
in January for orientation. The 
Myatts will go in March. □

CP allocation 
CBF shortfall
cepting CBF funds.

The SBC Cooperative Pro­
gram received more money 
than was budgeted for 1993- 
94, resulting in an additional 
CP allocation of $331,884 for 
the HMB, according to Ernest 
Kelly, HMB executive vice 
president for finance.

HMB President Larry 
Lewis said efforts by some 
state conventions to redesign 
Cooperative Program giving 
structures “makes me a little 
nervous.” He urged committee 
members to fight to keep tradi­
tional methods of CP support 
intact. □
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TBC celebrates '25 years in Brentwood'
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — When 
Tennessee Baptists purchased 
6.5 acres of property in Brent­
wood and moved its Executive 
Board offices to a new 56,510 
square-foot facility 25 years 
ago/Maryland Way was a 
mere dirt “path” which became 

TBC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR James Porch, left, visits with re­
tired TBC leader Fred Kendall following a special chapel service 
observing the Tennessee Baptist Convention's 25th anniversary 
in Brentwood. Kendall was executive secretary of the TBC when 
it moved from its Belmont College (now University) location in 
1969.

a mud puddle during raining 
seasons.

Very little by way of busi­
ness was in Brentwood then. 
The Maryland Farms complex, 
which now includes numerous 
office complexes, was indeed 
farmland back in 1969.

W. Fred Kendall, executive 
secretary of the TBC when it 

moved its offices from the cam­
pus of Belmont College (now 
University) to Brentwood, said 
then, “The Brentwood area is 
one of the most beautiful areas 
of Nashville and the future de­
velopment of one of the most 
beautiful state office buildings 
and grounds to be found any­
where in the Southern Baptist 
Convention.”

Just five and one-half years 
ago, a 34,000-square-foot addi­
tion was constructed to the 
original building and the en­
tire complex is now referred to 
as the Baptist Center (of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion).

The present staff of the Ex­
ecutive Board, retirees, institu­
tion personnel, and Brentwood 
city officials gathered Oct. 12 
for a celebration of “25 Years 
on Brentwood.”

A special chapel program 
with a reception following gave 
retirees, present employees, 
and others opportunity for 
reminiscing about changes in 
not only the Executive Board 
staff and offices, but about ma­
jor changes in the city of 

Brentwood itself.
When Baptists moved to 

Brentwood in 1969, the total 
Cooperative Program budget 
that year was $5,445,000. This 
year’s budget is almost five 
times that amount — $27. 5 
million. Several programs and 
a new institution (Adult 
Homes) have been added since 
the move to Brentwood.

Four men have led the TBC 
since Kendall retired three 
years following the move — 
Ralph E. Norton, Tom Mad­
den, D.L. Lowrie, and James 
M. Porch, who became execu­
tive director in 1992.

“The Maryland Way address 
of the Tennessee Baptist Cen­
ter offers us high visibility 
both by location and longevity. 
Each year thousands of our 
Baptist people and others are 
directly touched by the min­
istries headquartered in the 
Brentwood building,” Porch 
said.

“We are happy to be includ­
ed in the Brentwood neighbor­
hood and thankful to God for 
Brentwood’s affirmation of our 
presence.” □ — Barbara Owen

Tennessee Baptist 
Ministers' Wives 
plan luncheon
For Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — The annu­
al luncheon and program for 
the Tennessee Baptist Min­
isters’ Wives will be held on 
the third floor at Bellevue 
Church, Cordova, Tuesday, 
Nov. 15, at noon.

The luncheon is held in 
conjunction with the annual 
meeting of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Williamsburg decorations 
for both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas will be displayed 
and explained by Vickie 
Snider of Memphis. Bette 
Stalnecker, music evange­
list, will present special mu­
sic.

Tickets are $8 each and 
may be ordered in advance 
from the Tennessee Baptist 
Ministers’ Wives president, 
Bobbie Estes, 5320 Twin 
Woods Ave., Memphis, 
Tenn., 38134. Tickets also 
will be sold Nov. 14 at the 
church. □

Federal law will require church bus driver drug tests
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — A law enacted by 
Congress and published by the Depart­
ment of Transportation in February 
will require drug and alcohol testing on 
all drivers who operate buses or vans 
and who are required to have a com­
mercial driver’s license.

That includes all churches and other 
charitable organizations, which are 
considered “nonbusiness Private Motor 
Carriers of Passengers” by the federal 
motor carrier safety regulations.

The law takes effect Jan. 1, 1995, for 
organizations with more than 50 dri­
vers, and Jan. 1, 1996, for those with 
fewer than 50 drivers.

The law stipulates five types of test­
ing for each driver: pre-employment, 
post-accident, reasonable suspicion, 

random, and retum-to-duty and follow­
up.

Pre-employment tests are required 
before a driver performs “safety-sensi­
tive (driving) functions” for the first 
time.

Post-accident tests are required af­
ter accidents in which the driver’s per­
formance is considered a factor, as de­
termined by a moving violation cita­
tion.

Reasonable suspicion tests are au­
thorized by a trained supervisor or 
company official when a driver is sus­
pected of substance misuse.

Return-to-duty or follow-up tests are 
done before a driver who has previously 
failed the tests is permitted to drive 
again.

Random alcohol testing is required 
once a year for 25 percent of the organi­

zation’s drivers. Random drug testing 
is required of 50 percent of the drivers 
every year.

“It’s going to create a burden on us 
as to how we’re going to be able to com­
ply with this to the satisfaction of the 
federal government,” said Pastor Brad 
Dixon of First Church, Moberly, Mo. “It 
seems to me to be an unrealistic burden 
to require us to participate at the same 
level which other (commercial carriers) 
do.”

Dixon, whose church owns a bus and 
a 15-passenger van, feels the govern­
ment is over-reaching. “I understand 
they have a legitimate right to be con­
cerned about safety issues, but it seems 
to me that churches aren’t going to 
turn their vehicles over to someone who 
is drug-or-alcohol-dependent."

Other regulations that deal with 

church bus operations also go into ef­
fect Jan. 1, 1995.

Vehicles included in the regulations 
are those designed to carry more than 
15 passengers including the driver, or 
that have a gross vehicle weight rating 
of more than 10,000 pounds.

Churches are required to register 
with the Federal Highway Administra­
tion and mark their vehicles with the 
church or organization name, city, 
state, and DOT number. Registration is 
done by filling out and submitting an 
MCS-150 form to a local bureau of mo­
tor carrier safety office.

Additional information is available 
from the Federal Highway Administra­
tion, Office of Motor Carrier Standards, 
Room 3107, 400 Seventh Street. S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20590, (202) 366- 
4023.□

SEBTS trustees enter partnership with FMB; establish theological college
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — 
Trustees of Southeastern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary ap­
proved a partnership with the 
Foreign Mission Board, estab­
lished a theological college, 
and approved development of a 
Ph.D. progam during their Oct. 
10-11 biannual meeting.

The seminary and FMB will 
cooperate in the establishment 
of a field-based master of di­
vinity with church planting de­
gree at Southeastern.

Students in the proposed 
track will complete their de­
gree over a four-year period. 
The first two years will be 

spent on the school’s Wake 
Forest campus. The final two 
years of study will be on the 
mission field under the Inter­
national Service Corps of the 
Foreign Mission Board.

Keith Eitel, professor of 
Christian missions at South­
eastern, said the new degree 
program is in line with the 
seminary’s mission to empha­
size wholesome and intention­
al evangelism. He noted that 
it is a unique arrangement 
within the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Sam James, FMB vice presi­
dent for creative leadership de­
velopment, said the program 
“reflects the kind of resourceful 

thinking that is required if we 
are going to reach the world 
for Christ. We must get more 
church planters with experi­
ence on the missions field.”

Trustees also unanimously 
formed Southeastern Baptist 
Theological College, an insti­
tution offering an undergrad­
uate major in biblical studies 
and an associate of divinity 
degree.

Undergraduate students 
seeking the biblical studies 
major must have at least 58 
basic education hours before 
entering the college as re­
quired by the Southern Associ­
ation of Colleges and Schools, 
one of the seminary’s accredit­

ing agencies, said the college’s 
newly-elected dean, Gerald 
Cowen. Cowen estimates 25-30 
students will enter the col­
lege’s first semester in Janu­
ary 1995.

Russ Bush, vice president 
for academic affairs, lauded 
the formation of the college, 
noting it would “lay a sound 
academic and theological foun­
dation” and would enable stu­
dents entering the seminary 
after college “to be well pre­
pared for advanced study and 
have a known base of biblical 
knowledge upon which our pro­
fessors can build.”

Trustees gave the semi­
nary’s faculty the green light 

to pursue development of a 
doctor of philosophy degree 
program. Bush said the faculty 
will “strive to have the pro­
gram completed and ready for 
the trustees’ approval at their 
spring meeting.

In other actions, trustees:
■ adopted a land-use mas­

ter plan for 300 seminary- 
owned acres.

■ elected new officers — 
Dan Johnston, Jonesville, S.C., 
chairman; Bill Bowyer. St. 
Louis, Mo., vice chairman; Ken 
Stevens, Brighton, Mich., sec­
retary; and Charles Waller, 
Bum pass, Va., treasurer.

■ gave administration and 
staff a 3 percent pay raise. □
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w Tennessee features

Pastors' Conference sets 
pre-convention program

Preconvention meeting set

For Baptist and Reflector

This year’s Pastors’ Conference will focus 
on the theme, “Living For Jesus,” during its 
meeting Nov. 14 prior to the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention meeting. The three sessions 
will explore “Living for Jesus ... By Our Dedi­
cation,” Living For Jesus ... In Our Procla­
mation,” and “Living For Jesus ... In Expec­
tation.”

Eleven speakers will speak during the 
day-long sessions held at Bellevue Church, 
Cordova.

Out of town speakers include O.S. 
Hawkins, pastor, First Church, Dallas, 
Texas, and Steven Bennett, pastor, Colonial 
Hills Church, Southhaven, Miss.

Tennessee speakers include the following 
pastors — Ronnie J. Wilburn, Meridian 
Church, Jackson, and president of the confer­
ence; Adrian Rogers, Bellevue Church, Cor­
dova; Drew Hayes, First Church, Shelbyville; 
and Richard White, First Church, Franklin.

Others are Jerry Sutton, Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville; Tommy Vinson, Leawood 
Church, Memphis; Jerry Tidwell, West Jack- 
son Church, Jackson; Bob Pitman, Kirby 
Woods Church, Memphis; and Ron Herrod, 
Central Church, Oak Ridge.

The morning session will begin at 9 a.m. 
with pre-service music led by Steve Clifton, 
associate pastor/music and education, Merid­
ian Church, Jackson, the music leader for all 
sessions.

Speakers that session will be Vinson, Tid­

well, Pitman, and Herrod. Musicians for that 
period will include “In One Accord” of Belle­
vue Church; West Jackson Trio, West Jack- 
son Church; Jamie Parker, associate minister 
of music, Bellevue; and Clifton.

The afternoon session will begin at 1:20 
with pre-service music. Speakers will be 
Hayes, Bennett, White, and Sutton. Music 
will be brought by Steve and Laurie Clifton; 
Scott Andrews, associate pastor/music, First 
Church, Sevierville; Sam McElroy, associate 
pastor/music and education, First Church, 
Milan; and Kirk Talley, concert artist and 
songwriter, Morristown.

Also during the afternoon session officers 
will be elected at 2:50 p.m.

Speaking during the evening session, 
which will begin at 6:15 with pre-session mu­
sic, will be Hawkins, Wilburn, who will pre­
sent the president’s message, and Rogers.

Music will feature Clifton; “In One Ac­
cord;” Meridian Baptist Church Choir with 
Kirk Talley; Bellevue Baptist Church Choir, 
Orchestra, and Banner Ministry led by Jim 
Whitmire, minister of music, Bellevue 
Church.

Also during the evening session the cur­
rent and new officers will be recognized and 
Gary Rickman of the TBC Church Annuity 
Program will speak.

Other officers of the conference in addition 
to Wilburn are Wade Taylor, pastor, Rose­
mark Church, Rosemark, vice president; and 
Damon Corley, pastor, Colonial View Church, 
Cookeville, secretary. □

Woman's Missionary 
Union holds missions 

fair, dinner Nov. 14
For Baptist and Reflector

Instead of the usual annual 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
meeting, a Missions Fair and 
dinner will be hosted by Ten­
nessee Baptist WMU prior to 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion meeting.

The Nov. 14 Missions Ex­
travaganza, which will be held 
at Second Church, Memphis, 
will feature about 70 home and 
foreign missionaries — active, 
furloughing, retired, and for­
mer. Other guests will be mis­
sionary kids, and missionary 
parents. The common thread of 
all the missions personnel is 
that they live in Tennessee, 
said Katharine Bryan, WMU 
director.

The event is “an expression 
of nurture” for the missionar­
ies, allowing them to fellowship 
and attend the convention. An 
attendant benefit of the event 
will be the opportunity for Ten­
nesseans to visit and learn 
from them, she added.

An afternoon Missions Fair, 
held in the church’s gym, will 
allow visitors to view displays 
presented by some of the mis­
sionaries and other guests and 
visit with all of them. It will 
open at 3 p.m.

The Missions Extravaganza 
dinner will be at 6 p.m. in the 
church’s fellowship hall and al­
low for more fellowship with 
the missionaries, said Bryan. 
Some missionaries also will 
have the opportunity to share 
with the group, she noted.

Attendance at the dinner 
will be limited because of 
space and is available only by 
reservation through Nov. 1. 
Tickets are $9 and can be or­
dered from the WMU office, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn. 37024-0728.

The Missions Fair will be 
open again following the din­
ner from 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Shelby County Association 
WMU members are serving as 
hostesses and are decorating 
the halls, added Bryan. □

Historic Clarksville church pays off note; begins building process
CLARKSVILLE — Though the 

church was not constituted until 
1808 records place Spring Creek 
Church in the area as earl}' as 
1793, three years before Ten­
nessee became a state. This 
makes the Cumberland Associa­
tion congregations one of the old­
est churches in the state.

Until recently, Spring Creek 
has been a rural church. Now the 
growing city of Clarksville has ex­

SPRING CREEK CHURCH included all children 
present in groundbreaking activites, giving each a 
plastic shovel and rake to break ground.

panded to the church and beyond.
In response to this change and 

facing rapid population growth, 
Spring Creek also is in transition, 
according to Pastor Roy L. Mul­
lens.

On Oct. 2 the church broke 
ground to begin the first building 
of a multi-phased construction 
project planned to meet changing 
needs well into the 21st century.

The master site plan for the 
completed project 
calls for facilities 
sufficient for 900 in 
worship and educa­
tion and space for 
Christian life activi­
ties.

Mullens said the 
church does not 
know when all the 
planned construc­
tion will be complet­
ed. The church, 
however, is commit­
ted to move forward 
in a deliberate, or­
ganized way as 
quickly as the Lord 
will permit, the pas­
tor said. □

IN PHOTO AT LEFT, Spring Creek Church 
trustee chairman Rex Hutchinson, standing, 
and trustee David Greer bum the note on the 
land where a new building project will soon 
take place. BELOW, Pastor Roy Mullens, with 
shovel, leads in breaking ground for the first 
phase of construction. Participating, from left, 
are Bruce Kennnedy, publicity committee; 
Sue Johnson, finance committee; Maurice 
Clark, furnishings and decor commitee; 
William Belew Jr., plans and construction 
committee; and Rex Hutchison, trustee chair­
man. — Photos by Lonnie Wilkey
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editorial at comment

Baptist colleges provide best in leadership
Tennessee Baptists have three institu­

tions of higher learning that provide excel­
lence in quality scholarship.

Two have well more than a century as 
leaders in higher education and the third 
also has many years of rich experience.

Union University, Carson-Newman Col­
lege, and Belmont University have rich tra­
ditions as liberal arts Baptist coeducational 
trend-setters. The three institutions have 
announced more record-setting enrollment 
figures for the fall semester.

Tennessee Baptists sup-
_ ... port the three colleges with
by Wm. Cooperative Program gifts 
ri , i which are used wisely and 
r Ie tChet ingeniously.
a II Total enrollment for

Mlien, each of the three is more 
editor than 2,000. The enroll-
UUllUi ment story can be read

elsewhere in this issue.
The quality of education, influenced by 

Christian ethics, is only one of the reasons 
Tennessee Baptists should be proud of the 
trio. Led by outstanding administrative and 
teaching personnel, the colleges stay 
abreast of the best advances in higher edu­
cation while offering a variety of helpful 
courses in a wide range of learning. Hyran 
Barefoot at Union, Cordell Maddox at Car­
son-Newman, and Bill Troutt at Belmont

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Absent-minded Professor to 

guest: “How was the water in 
my swimming pool?”

Guest: “Wet!”
Professor: “Oh yes. I forgot.

It rained last night.”
Take this truth

Artemus Ward once said, 
“The chief characteristic of my 
lectures is that they cover so 
much that has nothing to do 

WOOD

with the sub­
ject assigned 
me.” Some 
people are like 
that. What 
they say has 
so little to do 
with the main 
purpose in liv­
ing. They are 

out of touch with reality!
Memorize this Scripture

“Better one handful with 
tranquility than two handfuls 
... chasing after the wind” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:6 NIV).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me think on 
things that matter. Keep me 
from wasting energy on giving 
top loyalty to second rate 
causes which some say I 
should support. □

give confident and committed leadership.
Through the years, Tennessee Baptists 

have been blessed by their educational in­
stitutions. Sons and daughters are assured 
of excellence in the classroom and in all 
areas of learning.

The schools serve young people from all 
across the world, students who often learn 
of them by their far-reaching reputations. 
Older adults also enroll.

More than 7,000 such students are 
studying at the three schools. A large per­
centage have gained scholarships arising

Senior adults offer
Senior adults are a valuable asset to 

any church or community, and to any 
state or nation.

Tennessee Baptist seniors benefit from 
the annual September retreat at Pigeon 
Forge and other programs sponsored by 
churches, associations, and the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

The Senior Adult Chautauquas, spon­
sored by the Sunday School Board, also do 
an excellent job in tapping senior re­
sources. These retreats also bring seniors 
together in a Christian think-tank setting. 
They respond with vigor.

However, it is important to remind all

from needs and skills. Many could not at­
tend college without help.

As Union, Carson-Newman, and Bel­
mont continue to prepare for the 21st centu­
ry, Tennessee Baptists should be grateful 
for this superb trio.

Our students do not have to leave their 
home state for quality in higher education, 
especially if they choose a school with a 
sound Baptist background.

As full members in a proud family circle, 
the schools continually contribute to the 
best interests of the people. J 

experience, skills 
of us that senior adults do more than sit 
around rocking, whittling, drinking coffee 
and tea, and counting discount offers.

Seniors do much more than compare 
photos of grandchildren and talk about 
the good old days.

Senior adults have great knowledge 
about life and how to get the best results 
from even the smallest of opportunities. 
They are a national treasure and should 
be treated with respect, dignity, and care.

Count on senior adults to pull their 
share and continue making valuable con­
tributions to the churches and communi­
ties. They have earned that right. □

Model, mentor in ministry
One of the 

growing problems 
facing the family 
in religious circles 
is the problem of 
burnout and its by-products in 
the family.

This is a far more difficult 
problem than to be adequately 
dealt with in this brief space. I 
would like to home in on one 
possible cause of burnout and 
one possible remedy.

One of the major underlying 
causes of the problem is the 
model of ministry that most 
ministers have in their minds.

There is an image of the 
minister emerging in some cir­
cles that sees the minister as 
the sole authority in the 
church.

The problem with this ap­
proach is the responsibility 
that accompanies that authori­
ty-

This often leads ministers 
of the belief that their lives are 
synonymous with the life of 
the church.

If the church is doing well, 
I’m OK. If it is not, I am not.

Many of the moral lapses 
of ministers come from 
burnout that occurs in this 
responsible position when one 
loses his compass.

This pressure is lessened 
when one follows the advise 
given to Moses by his father- 
in-law, Jethro.

He learns to delegate re­

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

sponsibility. The model of 
Joshua helps us better define 
success in ministry. God as­
sured Joshua of his presence 
by saying, “Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or 
be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherev­
er you go.”

Success comes from the as­
surance of his presence more 
than it does from the 
acquiring of the 
prominence of ap­
proval of others.

The remedy that I 
think is helpful is the 
acquiring of a mentor 
in ministry.

Every minister 
needs to have a men­
tor, someone to whom he or 
she will hold himself or herself 
accountable, someone who will 
ask the hard questions:

“Are you being faithful to 
your wife? Are you being fair 
to your family?

“Are you being faithful in 
your calling? Are you responsi­
ble in your finances?”

As a young pastor I was for­
tunate to have a “father in the 
ministry” who adopted me. 
Many of you knew him, Dr. 
E.B. Brown.

He took me under his wing 

BARKLEY

and helped me to 
avoid many of the 
pitfalls that some 
of my friends were 
falling into in 

their ministries.
I selfishly regret that he 

has gone to be with the Lord 
because I still need to be 
“jerked up” every once in a 
while.

The problem of burnout 
causes all manner of problems 
in the family with its attend­
ing anxiety, depression, anger, 
etc. I would encourage all of us 

to re-examine our mod­
el and to seek a men­
tor.

To some of us older 
pastors, I w’ould recom­
mend making an inten­
tional effort to befriend 
a younger pastor and 
making an investment 
in the kingdom and in 

the family of that pastor by be­
coming his mentor.

These principles will work 
in every walk of life, but my 
heart this week is turned to­
ward the minister and his 
family. Pray for and support 
your pastor. □ — As a licensed 
counselor, Dr. Barkley has a pri­
vate practice in Bartlett and also 
teaches at the Union University 
nursing school campus in Mem­
phis. Questions relating to fami­
ly problems can be directed to 
him through the Baptist and Re­
flector.

at one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

Burnout persists
Not many hours after I re­

cently received word that my 
friend Jack Brymer had re­
signed as editor of the Florida 
Baptist Witness, I talked with 
him by telephone.

We can trace a long and 
similar history. We served as 
associate editors for two state 
papers, he in Alabama and I in 
South Carolina, for almost 
twenty years.

It became a joke as we 
would discuss 
which one 
would set the 
tenure record 
for associates. 
As it hap­
pened, neither 
of us did. 1 
went to Mary- 
land/Delaware 

in 1983, and six months later 
he became Florida Baptists’ 
editor.

He has been a good one.
Burnout affects us in many 

ways. Often it results from 
overwork, stress, aggravation.

It can also come from doing 
your work well, right, and yet 
writhout pleasing those to 
whom you answer.

Sometimes burnout is sub­
tle, but it is always deadly. 
Ask any pastor who has been 
forced out without actually be­
ing fired. Other ways work 
just as well as handing out a 
pink slip, and they are per­
haps more insensitive.

If pursuing the truth with 
accuracy, integrity, complete­
ly, and without bias, means 
you are incompetent to edit a 
state Baptist newspaper, then 
Baptists are in trouble. That is 
how Jack Brymer did his job.

He is a professional with 
superb skills, with a full mea­
sure of Christian love and 
compassion thrown in.

Color him exacting in the 
pursuit of excellence.

Needless to say I value him 
as a friend and colleague. He 
has been a sound leader 
among the editors, always 
willing to listen to someone 
else’s problems. His leadership 
has evidenced courage and the 
ability to use concise and well- 
chosen words to tell and inter­
pret the news.

Whatever he pursues now 
that he has resigned, he will 
do it with the same fervor and 
dedication that have become 
his trademark.

Jack Brymer will be missed 
as one of us, but he has not yet 
finished contributing.
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w Tennessee features

Landrum retires after 37-plus years at Brighton Church
For Baptist and Reflector

BRIGHTON — Brighton Church is 
now without a pastor for the first time in 
37 and one-half years.

At the end of September, Pat Lan­
drum retired as pastor of the church 
where he and his wife, Zoan, have served 
since 1957.

A native of Texas, Landrum was rec­
ommended to Brighton Church by Kyle 
Guy, a professor at Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, where Landrum was attending.

Landrum recalled the church “flew us 
both here in view of a call, which was 
rather unusual that many years ago.”

When the church called Landrum, 
they received an added bonus — his 
wife. Mrs. Landrum recently served as 
music director at the church, something 
she has done off and on through the 
years.

She is especially proud of the graded 
choir program for children and the spe­
cial music the choir prepares each quar­
ter. “Preparing for our Easter and 
Christmas music has always been a spe­
cial time and I will certainly miss these 
times,” she said. In addition to her work 
with music she also has taught a young 
couples’ Sunday School class.

In addition to preaching numerous 
times each week, visiting, and the oth­
er countless demands faced by a pastor, 
Landrum has made time to be involved

PAT AND ZOAN LANDRUM stand outside the church they have served since 1957. 
Landrum retired as pastor of the Big Hatchie Association congregation in September.
in the leadership of Big Hatchie Associ­
ation, the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, and the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion.

His service to the association includes 
22 years as Sunday School director, mod­
erator and vice moderator, stewardship 
chairman, and evangelism chairman.

Landrum’s service to the state con­
vention and SBC is equally impressive. 
His list of committees with the TBC is

lengthy. He currently is a member of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention Executive 
Board and he is a past trustee of the 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes.

At the SBC level he served as a 
trustee for the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. While a trustee he was the 
board’s recording secretary.

The Landrums have been strong sup­
porters of training and study courses 
through the years. The church also is

very missions-minded, contributing a 
large percentage to the Cooperative Pro­
gram. The church is in the top 3 percent 
of churches giving-wise to missions.

The Texas natives are appreciative of 
the support they’ve had at the church 
over the years.

“We are very grateful for all of the 
members at Brighton Baptist. We are 
also grateful for the many people we call 
friends in other churches and through­
out the county.

“We have learned much from many 
fellow Christians and fellow pastors 
through the years,” Landrum said.

The Landrums, who have two adopted 
children and seven grandchildren, defi­
nitely plan to stay in the area. Mrs. Lan­
drum plans to complete this year teach­
ing at Brighton Elementary School while 
her husband hopes to preach when 
called upon. They also would like to 
serve in volunteer missions.

“We are so happy to have been a part 
of the rich heritage of Brighton Church 
and we will continue to pray that this 
great church will continue to bring honor 
and glory to him,” they said.

The Landrums were honored with a 
retirement reception at the church on 
Sept. 25. In addition, the association 
held a banquet in their honor on Sept. 
22. They were presented a plaque for 
their service to the association. □ — 
Adapted from an article in The Covington 
Leader.

Church planter Bruce Coleman sees results in Concord Association
By Paul Woodford
For Baptist and Reflector

MURFREESBORO — Not 
many people would begin the 
planting process in the fall of 
the year. But Bruce Coleman 
did just that.

The McKenzie na­
tive was called to the 
staff of First Church, 
Smyrna, in the fall of 
1989 to be a church 
planter. He was 
jointly sponsored by 
the Home Mission 
Board, the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention 
Missions Depart­
ment, and Concord 
Association. He also 
received support 
from the Paul Piper 
Mission Fund.

Coleman’s instruc­
tions were simple. He 
was to plant a church 
even though he had 
no land, no meeting 
place, no capital 
funds, and no congre­
gation other than his 
wife, Patty, and four 
young daughters.

Coleman, a gradu­
ate of Union Univer­
sity, Jackson, and 
Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Sem­
inary, Fort Worth,

Texas, canvassed the Almaville 
area and found a couple, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Bearden, who 
were and remain members of 
Tusculum Hills Church, Nash­
ville.

The couple, however, was 

CHURCH PLANTER Bruce Coleman stands outside 
the new facility under construction for Stone brook 
Church on Almaville Road. The McKenzie native 
worked to begin the church in 1989.

willing to open their home for a 
Tuesday night Bible study. 
From this nucleus and with a 
vision to reach the unchurched 
from a variety of backgrounds, 
they began to meet on Sunday 
nights in another home a few 

miles northeast of 
the original meeting 
site.

Some 30 people 
met in the living 
room of this home 
which was dedicated 
to the Lord’s use by 
its owners. By Dec. 
31, 1989, they had a 
core group of “baby 
boomer” adults rang­
ing in age from 22 to 
42 plus young chil­
dren.

They had a local 
church sponsor, 
First, Smyrna, led 
by Pastor Ken Hub­
bard, and a poten­
tial to become a 
church.

Today, the congre­
gation numbers 80 
and represents a va­
riety of backgrounds 
and geographical 
areas.

The group began 
with an emphasis on 
people and God pro­
vided places for 
them to meet. They 

ultimately 
rented quar­
ters of the Al­
maville Fire 
Station, not 
exactly the 
ideal location 
for a church, 
but it sufficed 
until they 
could have a 
place of their 
own.

••The fledg­
ling church acquired 80 acres 
in a strategic location on Al­
maville Road and soon posted 
a sign announcing the coming 
of Stonebrook Church.

In recent months construc­
tion has begun on a multi-pur­
pose building for worship plus 
20 Sunday School units and oth­
er space. The building can ac­
commodate 275 worshipers with 
a master plan that calls for ad­
ditional space as needed.

Members of Stonebrook con­
stituted as a church on Feb. 20 
of this year and enlisted a Bap­
tist Sunday School architect to 
design their building.

Currently under construc­
tion, members have used vaca­
tion time and off work hours to 
work alongside hired contrac­
tors. In addition, the Home Mis­
sion Board coordinated volun­
teer mission building groups 
from Brookhaven, Miss.; Mo­

A congregation that grew 
from the dream of a church 
planter recently reiterated that 
they now have a vision to be 
a church planting church in the 
state, the nation, and even the 
world.

bile, Ala.; Morganton, La.; and 
Bolivar to aid the Stonebrook 
congregation.

Also, local ministers and 
laypersons from Concord Asso­
ciation, under the direction of 
Director of Missions James 
Powers, have been involved in 
the effort.

In recent days, the sponsor­
ing church, First, Smyrna, vot­
ed to donate $25,000 for interior 
furnishings. Stonebrook mem­
bers hope to be using their newr 
facility before the end of the 
year.

Not so ironically, a congrega­
tion that grew from the dream 
of a church planter recently re­
iterated that they now have a 
vision to be a church planting 
church in the state, the nation, 
and even the world. □ — Wood­
ford is the Middle Tennessee 
Church Starter Strategist for the 
TBC Missions Department.
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CP emphasis, new partnerships highlight annual meeting
For Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — Bellevue 
Church outside of Memphis 
will provide the setting for the 
120th annual meeting of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Nov. 15-16. Theme of the annu­
al meeting is “Share Jesus ... 
Mission of Hope.”

The convention last met in 
Memphis in 1991 when 1,576 
messengers gathered at Broad­
moor Church.

Last year’s convention in 
Nashville drew 1,457 messen­
gers. The record attendance for 
a TBC annual meeting is the 
2,279 who registered for the 
1992 convention in Gatlinburg.

Featured items of business 
include the adoption of a pro­
posed $26,184,634 Cooperative 
Program budget for 1994-95 
and two new foreign missions 
partnerships with Canada and 
Poland.

An emphasis on missions 
and the Cooperative Program 
are integrated throughout the 
convention program.

“A primary purpose of our 
meeting is to hear reports of all 
aspects of our ministry, and 
conduct the business of the 
convention. However, I trust 
that our messengers will as­
semble with a desire for a new 
commitment to missions and 
evangelism,” said James Porch, 
TBC executive director.

“This convention can be the 
catalyst to prepare us for our 
1995 Here’s Hope Revivals and 
a new era of partnership mis­
sions ... The Wednesday night 
session has been planned with

NEWCOMB

A word from TBC President Ray Newcomb
“Time has come for the annual great meeting of Tennessee 

Baptists. Our state convention is the highlight of the year to re­
view past accomplishments and the opportunity to see what 
God is doing in our state and accept the 
challenge before us.

“The Arrangements Committee, Dr. 
Porch, staff, and officers of the convention 
have prayed and worked to know God's will 
for our convention program We pray that 
all Tennessee Baptists will join us in pro­
moting, praying, and being present Nov. 15- 
16 at Bellevue Church in Cordova.

“As president, please let me encourage 
pastors and staff to make plans to attend.
Also encourage elected messengers from your church to attend 
with you and to make hotel arrangements as soon as possible.

“We are asking all West Tennessee churches to dismiss activ­
ities on Wednesday night and attend the mission service. It will 
be a great time for RAs and GAs to meet missionaries from 
Chile, Canada, Poland, and Michigan. What an honor to have 
Dr. Jerry Rankin, president of the Foreign Mission Board to 
speak! We will have a flag presentation led by young people in 
the area. All youth are invited to sing in the choir and march in 
the flag presentation. Please join us for this great night of wor­
shiping our Lord and learning more about missions. ”

the central theme of world mis­
sions. ... Dr. Jerry Rankin, 
president of the Foreign Mis­
sion Board, will deliver the 
keynote address. Messengers 
are encouraged to stay through 
the Wednesday evening session 
for this important time of mis­
sion emphasis,’’ Porch said.

In regard to the Cooperative 
Program each session of the 
convention will include a seg­
ment of a mini-series on the 
Cooperative Program, accord­
ing to the TBC’s executive di­
rector.

The series entitled “Dollars 
Making a Difference” will pre­
sent in dramatic fashion the 

potential impact of Cooperative 
Program monies in the lives of 
people. Porch said.

Also, the Executive Board 
staff has coordinated their 
work to be presented in an at­
tractive and informative cen­
tral display. The Baptist and 
Reflector is producing a special 
edition of the paper featuring 
the work of the Cooperative 
Program. Each messenger will 
receive a special issue of the 
paper and is encouraged to use 
it for Cooperative Program pro­
motion in the local church, 
Porch said.

The proposed budget is al­
most $1.4 million below the 

current budget. “For a number 
of years we have not met our 
budget,” Porch said.

“Diligent efforts through the 
cooperation of the Executive 
Board personnel and the insti­
tutions have resulted in a pro­
posed budget that is realistic, 
and yet challenging to Ten­
nessee Baptists,” he added.

TBC messengers also will 
elect a new slate of officers. 
The new president, as has been 
the tradition of the convention, 
will come from the eastern por­
tion of the state. Current offi­
cers are Ray Newcomb, 
Millington, president; Frank 
Samuels, Memphis, first vice 
president; and Doug Baker, 
Bolivar, second vice president. 
Wallace Anderson, recording 
secretary, and Dan Ferrell, reg­
istration secretary, both are eli­
gible for re-election.

Another anticipated feature 
of the convention will be the re­
port of the Long Range Plan­
ning Committee. The report is 
scheduled for the 1995 conven­
tion, however, during this an­
nual meeting the committee 
will present a preliminary re­
port to the messengers.

Messengers also will be pre­
sented a special study commit­
tee report on Tennessee Bap­
tist Adult Homes. The report 
will be in response to a refer­
ral from the 1993 convention. 
(See the Sept. 14 issue of the 
Baptist and Reflector for back­
ground information on this re­
port.)

Messages during the con­
vention in addition to that giv­
en by Rankin, will be the Presi-

R AN KIN

HARVELL

dent’s Address 
by Newcomb 
and the Con­
vention Ser­
mon by Calvin 
Harvell, pastor 
of Eudora 
Church, Mem­
phis.

In other 
matters relat­
ed to the con­
vention:

■ The an­
nual meeting 
will be preced­
ed by the Pas­
tors Confer­
ence Nov. 14 at

Bellevue Church and the W'MU 
annual meeting Nov. 14 at Sec­
ond Church, Memphis.

■ Childcare for infants 
through 5 years old will be pro­
vided at the church. Care be­
gins 30 minutes before each 
session and ends 30 minutes 
afterward.

■ An RN and EMT will be 
on duty at each session in 
Room 109.

■ The phone number for the 
convention office is '901) 385- 
5767. In event of emergencies, 
call this number. A message 
board will be located in the 
grand foyer. Other convention 
phone numbers are Public Re­
lations, 385-5768, and Baptist 
and Reflector, 385-5769.

■ Alumni of Belmont Uni­
versity, Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Union University, and 
Harrison-Chilhowee Academy, 
along with SBC seminaries will 
hold functions throughout the 
annual meeting- J

Directions to Bellevue Church, Cordova
Arriving in the Mem­

phis area, by way of 
1-40 West, take the Ger­
mantown Road South 
exit.

About one mile south 
of the interstate, you will 
see large blue banners 
at the back entrance of 
the church property that 
say “Bellevue."

Turn right on the 
two-lane road, following 
it to the back entrance 
to the complex. Proceed 
to the extreme north­
west corner of the facili­
ty, where the adminis­
trative parking/book- 
store area is located. An 
information booth is lo­
cated inside.

TBC registration cards available
Registration cards for the 1994 annual meeting of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention have been mailed to directors 
of missions across the state. Cards also are available from 
Dan Ferrell. TBC registration secretary. P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, Tenn., 37024.

The annual meeting is set for Nov. 15-16 at Bellevue 
Church. Cordova. Registration will be open at 10 a.m. on 
Nov. 14 at Bellevue Church.

Ferrell reminded messengers that a pastor is not auto­
matically considered a messenger and should be voted on by 
the church along with other messengers. Only one name can 
appear on a registration card. Also, any color card except 
white will be accepted at the registration tables.

Each church is entitled to two messengers, with an addi­
tional messenger for each one hundred members. No church 
may have more than 10 messengers.

People with questions regarding the number of messen­
gers or other registration-related items may call Ferrell at 
(615) 373-2255. □
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va Monday, Nov. 14
9:15 a.m. Pastors Conference

10:00 a.m. Registration
Committee on Credentials

1:30 p.m. Pastors Conference
Committee on Resolutions
Tennessee Baptist Chorale Rehearsal

3:00 p.m. Woman's Missionary Union Missions Fair
3:30 p.m. Executive Board
6:00 p.m. Tennessee Baptist Music Conference Banquet 

Woman's Missionary Union Dinner
6:15 p.m. Pastors Conference
7:30 p.m. Woman's Missionary Union Missions Fair
Tuesday, Nov. 15
7:00 a.m. Michigan Leadership Breakfast
7:30 a.m. TBC President's Breakfast
9:00 a m. Tennessee Baptist Convention

Noon Ministers' Wives Luncheon
Southwestern Seminary Luncheon 
New Orleans Seminary Luncheon

FBC, Memphis, Choir Room

Chapel
FBC, Memphis

Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall

Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall

Noon Mid-America S 
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5:15 p.m. Tennessee Bapt 
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6:45 p.m. Tennessee Bapi 
9:15 p.m. Reception for 1

Harrison-Chilh

Wednesday, 
7:15 a.m. Agency Leader p 
9:00 a.m. Tennessee Bapi

Noon Southern Semii 
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2:00 p.m. Tennessee Bapt b 
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6:30 p.m. Tennessee Bapi b
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Tuesday morning (8:45 a.m.)
8:45 a.m. Presession music.............................................................................. Michelle Cronk/Debbie Day
9:00 a.m. Call to order............................................................................................................... Ray Newcomb
9:05 a.m. Scripture and Prayer...................................................................................................Gene Gafford
9:10 a.m. Committee on Credentials/Committee on Arrangements..Malcom Norton/Charlie Bryan
9:15 a.m. Congregational singing....................................................................  Ray Hatton
9:20 a.m. "Dollars Making a Difference .. .Through the Cooperative Program" (Prologue)
9:25 a.m. Welcome.................................................................................................................... Adrian Rogers
9:30 a.m. President's Announcements...................................................................................Ray Newcomb
9:35 a.m. Benevolent Report.......................................................................................J L. Ford/Gerald Stow

10:05 a.m. "Dollars Making a Difference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene I)
10:20 a.m. Treasurer's Report/Budget Presentation...................................................  James Porch
10:40 a.m. Committee on Audits..........................................................................................Stanley Young Jr.
10:45 a.m. Executive Board Report................... Paul Moody
10:55 a.m. SBC Agencies, Institutions, Auxiliary...................................................................Ray Newcomb
11:05 a.m. Congregational singing................................................................................................ Doug Jewett
11:10 a.m. Special Music....................................................................................Directors of Missions Chorus
11:20 a m. Recognition of Bivocational, Small Church Pastors......................................... Frank Hawkins
11:30 a.m. Miscellaneous Business
11:40 a.m. Benediction...................................................................................................................M.B. Howard

Tuesday afternoon (1:50p.m.)
1:50 p.m. Presession music................................................................................  Shelby Singers
2:00 p.m. Congregational singing............................................................................................Ralph Duncan
2:05 p.m. Scripture and Prayer......................................................................... ....................... Robert Wilson
2:10 p.m. Recognition of New Pastors/Executive Director's Report................................... James Porch
2:30 p.m. Church Staff Compensation Study.............................................................................Wylie Gross
2:35 p.m. Miscellaneous Business
2:45 p.m. "Dollars Making a Difference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene II)
3:05 p.m. Constitution and Bylaws Committee..........................................................................Reed Dixon
3:15 p.m. Baptist and Reflector.....................................................................................................Fletcher Allen
3:25 p.m. United Tennessee League...................................................................................... Waymon Jones
3:30 p.m. Congregational singing.............................................................................................Rick Marshall
3:35 p.m. Special Music..................................................................................................."Saints Alive" Choir
3:45 p.m. Tennessee Baptist Health Care System.................................................................. Joseph Powell
4.05 p.m. Benediction..................................................................................................................Charles Baker

Tuesday evening (6:45 p.m.)
Tennessee Baptist Chorale....................................................................................... Julian Suggs
Scripture and Prayer................................................................... '........................ Herbert Higdon

’Congregational singing............................................................................. ...........Marc McFarland
Tennessee Baptist Chorale............  Julian Suggs
"Dollars Making a Difference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene III) 
Long Range Planning Committee............................................... Garv Cnltham

Benediction
Immediately following this• pi 

Wednesday n
8:50 a.m. Presession mus ..
9:00 a.m. Congregational g 
9:05 a.m. Scripture and P fe 
9:10 a.m. Executive Boarc p 
9:35 a.m. Recognition of i 
9:40 a.m. "Dollars Makin E 

10:00 a.m. Election of Offi | 
10:20 a.m. Tennessee Bapt k 
10:50 a.m. Committee on 1 >1 
11:00 a.m. Election of Offi | 
11:10 a.m. Congregational g 
11:15 a.m. Special Music.. .. 
11:25 a.m. Convention Sei p 
11:55 a.m. Benediction...... E

Wednesday
1:50 p.m. Presession mus | 
2:00 p.m. Congregational g 
2:05 p.m. Scripture and P b 
2:10 p.m. Committee on j i 
2:15 p.m. Tennessee Bapt 1 
2:25 p.m. Election of Offi [ 
2:35 p.m. Congregational ’ 
2:40 p.m. Special Music.. - 
2:50p.m. Miscellaneous! r 
3:00 p.m. "Dollars Makin I 
3:20 p.m. Constitution an I 
3:30 p.m. Tennessee Bapt j 
3:45 p.m. Committee on 1 ’< 
4:00 p.m. Historical Com g 
4:05 p.m. Committee on ( 
4:15 p.m. Benediction.... | 

Wednesday i
Introduction of j 
Choral Praise.. . 
Scripture Readi 
Flag Procession 
Prayer for Worl 
"Dollars Makin 
Hvmn .........
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Recognition of Retirees...............................................................
Chile Partnership Recognition.................................................
Congregational singing.............................................................. 
Introduction of President's Family..........................................  
Special Music...............................................................................  
President's Address....................................................................

.................................Paul Moody 
................................. Jarvis Hearn 
...........................Kevin Hamilton 
............................. Frank Samuels

Special Music.. £ 
Tennessee Bapt | 
Special Music.. - 
Mission Challei' | 
Invitation
Benediction.....1

-------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------
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Lctivities*
jy Luncheon 
nvention 
dumni and Friends Dinner 
imni and Friends Dinner

Fellowship Hall

Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall 
Fellowship Hall

orale Rehearsal
lege Alumni and Friends Dinner 
Education Association

Fellowship Hall 
Pink Palace

nvention
•tirees
Alumni Meeting

Fellowship Hall
Room W-233

ov. 16

'AU activities will take place at Bellevue Church. Cordova, unless otherwise designated.

reakfast
nvention
uncheon
k, EP and CHRA 
nvention
dy elected members) 
nvention

Fellowship Hall 
Chapel

Chapel

Convention
tou are cordially invited to a reception honoring TBC retirees in the fellowship hall,

o rn ing (<850 a. m.)
............................................................................................ Bob Matthews

ig,............................................................................................. Steve Clifton
.....................-.......................................................................Bobbie Jackson
rt/Budget Adoption..............................................................Paul Moody
gDOMs.................................................................................... James Porch
fference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene IV) 
resident) 
ools................................................................................. Hyran Barefoot
tions............. .........................................................................James Royston

ig-.....................................................................   Bobby Atkins
...........................................................  Eudora Church, Memphis
.................     Calvin Harvell 
.........................................................................................Lawrence.Hudson

ternoon (150p.m.)
................ ............................................................................ Proclamation

ig........................................................................................ Aaron Lewellyn
i—.......................................................................................... Dale Coleman
;ements..................................................................................Charlie Bryan
nps ....................................................... ....................William MaxwelI

ig................................................................................................ Chris Wann
—........................................................................Union University Singers
ss
fference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene V) 
ws Committee.........................................................................Reed Dixon
mdation..... ................................................................................Earl Wilson
................................  Robert Wooddy
.................................................................................................... John Bolton 
ittees......................................................................................... Marvin Nail
....................................................................................................... Sam Gash

ening (6:30p.m.) 
>ing Officers/Incoming Officers............ James Porch/Ray Newcomb 
................................................................... Bellevue Choir and Orchestra 
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 
mn Medley 
ngelization 
fference ... Through the Cooperative Program" (Scene VI) 
.................................................................................................. Jamie Parker 
J...................................................................... Associational Youth Choir
Partners in Missions.................................. Michigan, Canada, Poland

.....................................................................Bellevue Choir and Orchestra
...............................................................................................Jerry Rankin

.............................  ;........Marion Smothers

1994-95 Budget Recommendation of the
Executive Board

Budget 1993-94 1994 - 95 Executive
Area Anticipated Income Board Recommendation

Executive Board Ministries & Administration
Executive Board Administration

Executive Board Operations 92,980
Executive Office 253,787
Public Relations 91.041

437,808
Central Administrative Division

Division Office 106,938
Accounting Services 132,196
Baptist Center Operations 434,782
Capital Needs 45,136
Camp Carson 35,619
Camp Linden 6,473
Human Resources Office 219,560
Program Services 422,218

1,402,922
Church Program Division

Division Office 0
Brotherhood 216,017
Church Music 162,158
Church Media Library/Rec. 89,631
Discipleship Training 315,292
Sunday School 353,160
Woman's Missionary Union 425,426

1,561,684
Convention Ministries Division

Division Office 132,943
Church Annuity Programs 68,760
Annuity Programs 0
Church/Minister Relations 136,415
CP & Stewardship Promotion 132,164
Evangelism 169,790
Missions Department 537,028
Associational Missions Program 1,127,020
Partnership Missions 117,484
Student Ministries Campus 947,815
Student Ministries Capital 0
Student Ministries Office 175.682

3,545.101
Executive Board Total 6,875,635 6,947,515

TBC Operations
Convention Operations

Baptist & Reflector 363,167 357,722
TBC Committees & Annual Meet. 67,736 82,500
TBC Audits 74,385 75,500

505,288 515,722

TBC Institutions
Christian Education

Belmont University 2,016,154 2,036,316
Carson Newman College 2,016,154 2,036,316
Union University 2,016,154 2,036,316
Harrison Chilhowee 305,069 308,120
Historical Archives 14,035 15,000
CRV Scholarships ___ Z4222 75.000

6,442,288 6,507,068
Christian Services

TN Baptist Adult Homes 224,257 224,254
TN Baptist Children's Homes 1,109,455 1,109,454
TN Baptist Foundation 305,262 ...305252

1,638,974 1,638,960

Tennessee Baptist Convention 15,462,185 15,609,265

Southern Baptist Convention 9,277,312 9,365,559

Preferred Item
Church Annuity Plan 1,114,062 1,209,810

Cooperative Program Total 25,853,559 26,184,634
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Committee on Boards presents nominations
The Committee on Boards of the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention pre­
sents the following nominations for 
term expiring 1997 (unless otherwise 
designated) and for vacancies created 
by those who have moved out of state, 
resigned, died, or moved from one 
grand division to another. Grand divi­
sions are designated by East, (E); Mid­
dle, (M); and West, (W).

Bold face type indicates a person 
nominated for a full term or an unex­
pired term. An asterik (*) indicates 
nomination for a second term.

All information is given by the 
Committee on Boards and was provid­
ed by the TBC Executive Office. Cor­
rections are requested and are to be 
addressed to the TBC Executive Direc­
tor’s office (615) 373-2255.

Executive Board — East
1. ‘Wendell Boertje, Central Bearden, 

Knoxville
2. ‘ Gary Gerhardt, FBC. Church Hill
3. ‘ Doug White, Mt. Olive Church, Knoxville
4. 'Charles Parker, FBC. Oliver Springs
5. ‘Wallace Parham, FBC, Chattanooga
6. ‘Randal! Presnell, Haynes Flat Church, 

Speedwell
7. Jim Hutson, FBC, Rockwood
8. Brent Seals, FBC, Elizabethton
9. Ambers Wilson, Central Church, John­

son City
10. John Parrott Jr., East Rogersville 

Church, Rogersville
11. Wallace McGill, East Ridge Church, 

Chattanooga
12. John Holland, Salem Church, Knoxville 

Middle
13. 'Norman Baker, Bethlehem Church, West 

Point
14. ‘Don Edwards. Southeast Church. 

Murfreesboro
15. ‘EugeneCotey, FBC, Murfreesboro
16. * Bill Sherman, Woodmont Church, Nash­

ville
17. ‘Dan Haskins, Homestead Church, 

Crossville
18. ‘Dan Arterbum, Hermitage Hills Church, 

Hermitage
19. ‘Richard Patton, FBC, Portland
20. Don Cobb, FBC, Livingston
21. Jim Harney, Hickory Grove Church, 

Huntland
22. Dan Francis, FBC, Nashville
23. Ken Aitom, FBC, Cookeville 

West
24. ‘Mike Thrower, Brunswick Church, 

Brunswick
25. ‘Bill Wolfe, FBC, Counce
26. ‘Gary Watkins, FBC. Collierville
27. Joey Rosas III, Union Avenue Church, 

Memphis
28. Ray Newcomb, FBC, Millington
29. Herbert Higdon, Cross Roads Church, 

Bells
30. Tommy Vinson, Leawood Church, 

Memphis
31 Bill Bates, FBC, Jackson
32. Bettye Summers, FBC, Camden
33. Otis Hinton. Temple Church, Paris 

Committee On Committees
1. Robert Elliott, Central Church, Kingston 

(E)
2. Mary Jane Allen, FBC, Chattanooga (E)
3. Jim Barry. Belmont Heights Church, 

Nashville (M)

4. Tom Dumser II, FBC, Lewisburg (M)
5. Paul Clark Jr., FBC, Jackson (W)

Term Expiring 1996
5. Don Wilson, Kensington Church, Mem­

phis (W)
Term Expiring 1995

5. Mrs. Leon Bolton, Highland Heights 
Church, Memphis (W)

Belmont University
1. ‘ Paul Walker, FBC, Pulaski
2.
3. Gary Keys. West Colonial Church, 

Kingsport
4. ‘Horace Watson, Woodmont Church, 

Nashville
5. ‘Bill Looper, Pleasant Heights Church, 

Columbia
6. Charles Bell, FBC, Lebanon
7. ‘ Antha Keyt, FBC, Donelson
8. ‘ James Patton, FBC, Fairview
9. ‘Charles Gibbs Jr., Trace Creek Church, 

New Johnsonville
10. J. Don Turner. Crievewood Church, 

Nashville
11. John E. McCall, FBC, Carthage
12. Bill Sheriff, Forest Hills Church, Nash­

ville
13.

Term Expiring 1995
8. Robert Welch, FBC, Clarksville 

Carson-Newman College
1. ‘ Robert Clyde Fox, FBC, Oliver Spnngs
2. ‘Alan Guy, Central Church, Bearden. 

Knoxville
3. ’ Hoyt Samples, Red Bank Church, Chat­

tanooga
4. 'Fred Lawson, Monte Vista Church. 

Maryville
5. ‘ Allen Silver, FBC, Morristown
6. ‘ Ronell Owensby, FBC. Rogersville
7. Charles Brown, FBC, Maryville
8. Sam Grigsby. Manley Church, Morris­

town
9. Carolyn Guerry. FBC, Chattanooga
10. Charles Catlett, FBC, Jefferson City
11. John Bowers. FBC, Elizabethton

Union University
1. ‘William Cockroft, Germantown Church, 

Genmantown
2. ‘ Frank Kemper, FBC, Adamsville
3. ‘ Robert Bertouille, FBC, Paris
4. Fred Ward, FBC, Huntingdon
5.
6. ‘James Pete Wilson, West Jackson 

Church, Jackson
7. ‘Joel Washbum, FBC, McKenzie
8. ‘ Sara Emison, FBC, Alamo
9. Mike Rowland, FBC, Bolivar
10. ‘Opha Miller, FBC, Jackson
11. ‘Jerry Smith, Englewood Church, Jack- 

son
12. ‘James Witherington, Ellendale Church, 

Memphis
13. James Ayers, FBC, Parsons
14. Phil Navel, Poplar Heights Church, 

Jackson
15. Joe. H. Walker Jr., FBC, Ripley
16. David R. Nunn. FBC, Halls 

Harrison-Chilhowee Academy
1. Floy Bell, FBC, Gatlinburg
2. Sonja Young, FBC, Blountville
3. ‘Sue Ferguson, Eudora Church, Mem­

phis
4.
5. William Clark, Concord Church, Chat­

tanooga
6. Mark Williams, New Hopewell Church, 

Knoxville
7. Doyle Wallace, FBC, Morristown

Term Expiring 1996
1. Tom Suiter, Indian Springs Church, 

Kingsport
2. Michael Collins, Rutledge Church, Rut­

ledge
3.
4. Enoch Simerly, Rockford Church, Rock­

ford
Adult Homes

1. ‘ Alvis Styron, Temple Church, Memphis
2. Marvin Ogie, Tusculum Hills Church, 

Nashville
3. ‘George Thompson, Dalewood Church, 

Nashville
4. Roger Freeman, FBC, Clarksville
5. David Brown, Mine City Church, Duck­

town
6. Edwina Jennings. FBC, Woodbury 

Children’s Homes
1. Peggy Patterson, Brentwood Church, 

Brentwood
2. ‘ Danny West, Litz Manor Church, Kings­

port
3. ‘ Hoyt Wilson, FBC, Lexington
4. Edsel West. South Harriman Church, 

Harriman
5. Nancy Persons. FBC, Seymour
6. Walter Jackson, Judson Church, Nash­

ville
7. Lloyd Comer, Immanuel Church, 

Lawrenceburg
8. Jerry Massey, FBC. Paris
9. Glenn Weekley. FBC. Hendersonville 

Term Expiring 1995
1. Richard Holden, FBC. Alcoa
4. Billy Hammonds, FBC, Trenton 
Baptist Memorial Health Care System Inc.
1. ’ Don R. Webb, FBC, Jackson
2. ‘Jimmy Terry, Tabernacle Church, 

Clarksville
3. Billy Cary, FBC, Huntingdon

Baptist Health Care System
1. ‘J. Harold Stephens, Edgemont Church, 

Shelbyville
2. ‘ DeVaughn Woods, Woodmont Church, 

Nashville
3. ‘Joseph Bistowish, FBC, Nashville
4. ‘Tom Madden, Southside Church, Shel­

byville
5. Pierce McIntyre, Brook Hollow Church, 

Nashville
6. John Laida, FBC, Clarksville
7. Alice Conner, Brentwood Church, 

Brentwood
8. Jerry Putnam, Mars Hills Church, 

Lawrenceburg
9 Allen Watson, FBC, Dickson 

Baptist Health System 
of East Tennessee Inc.

1. ‘ Ralph McCarter, FBC, Concord
2. ‘Harold Cates, Lincoln Avenue Church, 

Newport
3. ‘Charlie Daniel, Cumberland Church, 

Knoxville
4. ‘B.J. Joslin, FBC, Concord
5. Harry Wampler. FBC. Lenoir City
6. Judith Tyl, FBC, Kingston
7. Patricia Davis, FBC, Knoxville
8. Richard Cramer Jr., West Hills Church, 

Knoxville
9. Dean Williams, FBC, Newport 

Foundation
1. ‘ Samuel Dean, FBC, Clinton
2. ‘Dewey Jones, Holly Grove Church, 

Brownsville
3. ‘ Roy Elliott, FBC, Jackson
4. ‘Jack Adams, East Commerce, Lewis­

burg
5. Marvin Riedel, FBC, Gatlinburg

Committee on 
Committees makes 
nominations

The Committee on Committees of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention presents the 
following nominations for term expiring 
1997 (unless otherwise designated) and for 
vacancies created by those who have moved 
out of state, resigned, died, or moved from 
one grand division to another. Grand divi­
sions are designated by East, (E); Middle, 
(M); and West, (W).

Committee on Arrangements
1. Anne Nolan, Signal Mountain, Signal Moun­

tain (E)
2. Jim O'Dillon. Ooltewah Church, Ooltewah (E)
3. Steve Clifton, Meridian Church, Jackson (W)
4. Michael Prince, Audubon Park Church, Mem­

phis (W)
5. Louise Wilburn, FBC, Collierville (W) 

Committee on Audits
1. Mark Lunn, Monte Vista Church, Maryville 

(E)
2. Tony Jennings, Lynn Garden Church, 

Kingsport (E)
3. Hilton Austin, Brook Hollow Church, Nashville 

(M)
4. Bobby W. Williams, Hopewell Church, Savan­

nah (W)
5. Bill Hensley, Faith Church, Memphis (W) 

Committee on Boards
1. Ron Owens, Grace Church, Elizabethton (E)
2. William Owens, Ridgedale Church, Chat­

tanooga (E)
3. Bill Daniels, Ball Camp Church, Knoxville (E)
4. Mary Frances Turner, FBC, Nashville (M)
5. Phil Jett, Englewood Church, Jackson (W) 

Committee on Credentials
1. Jackie Stophel, Brainerd Church, Chat­

tanooga (E)
2. Don Martin, Main Street Church, Lake City (E)
3. Daniel Mark Bell, Webb Church, Newport (E)
4. Scott Walker, SBC, Millington (W)
5. Michael Owens, Fellowship Church, Munford ‘ 

(W)
Church Staff Compensation 

Study Committee
1. Jim Snyder, Broadway Church, Maryville (E)
2. Terry Baker, FBC, Clinton (E)
3. Ken Ross, Woodmont Church, Nashville (M)
4. Julian Stone. LaGuardo Church, Lebanon (M)
5. W. Wayne Bingham, FBC, Collierville (W)

Constitution and Bylaws Committee
1. John Coates, Calvary Church, Kingsport (E)
2. Mike Womack, Calvary Church, Erwin (E)
3. Ron Bowery, FBC, Mountain City (E)
4. Jack W. Robinson Sr., Forest Hills Church, 

Nashville (M)
5. Mike Rhodes, Calvary Church, Parsons (W) 

Historical Committee
1. Toby Everett, City View Church, Knoxville (E)
2. George Webb, FBC, Rogersville (E)
3. Janet Patterson, FBC, Tullahoma (M)
4. Susie Reeder. FBC, Murfreesboro, (M)
5. James Pulliam, FBC, Bolivar (W)

Term expiring 1995
4. Teddy Evans, Oak Grove Church, Covington

(W)
Commitee on Resolutions

1. Terry Humbred, Mt. Pisgah Church, Niota (E)
2. Byron E. Gibson, Grandview Church.

Maryville (E)
3. Allen E. Bates, FBC, Greeneville (E)
4. Ron Davidson. FBC. Grand Junctioin (W)
5. Gene Price, Tumbling Creek, Gleason (W)
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TenneScene a the people their v^ork

■ Mossy Grove Church, 
Harriman, has called James 
Pitts as interim pastor. Pitts 
has served as a pastor for 41 
years, including service at 
First Church, Valdosta, Ga., 
for 22 yfears.

■ Richard Ryan Jr., of 
Hendersonville has been called 
by Smith Springs Church, 
Nashville, as youth director.

■ Kenneth Richey, pastor 
of First Church, White Pine, 
for 25 years, will be honored 
Oct. 30 during the morning 
worship service and following 
at a luncheon. Jerry DeZearn. 
director of missions, Weakley 
County Baptist Association, 
will speak.

■ First Church, Lebanon, 
has called 
Kevin Goza, 
pastor, First 
Church, Wood­
bury, as pas­
tor. Goza also 
has served as 
pastor of 
Northside
Church, Me- GOZA 
Minnville; Fer­
ry Pass Church, Pensacola;

Fla., and as minister of youth, 
First Church, Demopolis, Ala.; 
and First Church, Brewton, 
Ala. He is a graduate of the 
University of West Florida, 
Pensacola; and Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, Texas.

■ Natchez Trace Church, 
Camden, will be in revival 
Oct. 22-26. Don Womack, 
evangelist based in Memphis, 
will lead the effort.

■ The 125th anniversary of 
First Church, Woodland 
Mills, will be observed Nov. 
12-13. Anyone with memorbil­
ia should send it to the church 
at P.O. Box 8, Woodland Mills, 
Tenn.38271.

■ Glenwood Church, 
Nashville, will hold revival 
Oct. 23-26. H. Raymond Lang­
lois of Nashville is the evange­
list and Dennis Stark will lead 
the music.

■ The musical group The 
Finchers of Bells will perform 
Oct. 23 at 7 p.m. at Kirk 
Church, Collierville.

■ Fellowship Church,

Knoxville, held revival Oct. 2- 
5. Six people made professions 
of faith, two joined the church, 
and eight made other spiritual 
decisions. Tim McGhee, pastor, 
West Haven Church, Knox­
ville, spoke during the ser­
vices.

■ Cedar Fork Church, 
Philadelphia, will hold re­
vival Oct. 30 — Nov. 4. W.B. 
Oakley, evangelist from Dyer, 
will speak.

■ To celebrate its centenni­
al Pond Hill Church, Niota, 
held a revival led by R.L. 
Davis and Ronnie Cook.

■ A Christian alternative 
to haunted houses, The Ap­
pointment, will be hosted by 
Green Hill Church, Mount 
Juliet, Oct. 28-31. Partici­
pants will walk through a dra­
ma.

■ Saulsbury Church, 
Saulsbury, held a Home- 
coming and Harvest Day Oct. 
16. The speaker for the morn­
ing service was Robert L. Orr, 
pastor emeritus, First Church, 
Dyersburg, and a former pas­
tor of the church. A luncheon 
and special service of music 
and remembrance followed.

■ An Oct. 9-12 revival at

MEMBER OF FIRST CHURCH, New Tazewell, Rowena Barnes, 
shows car full of sheets, towels, clothes, and diapers given by 
church members which she delivered to flood victims in Georgia in 
August. While there, she viewed people living in open warehouses 
and reported one area will not have fresh drinking water for another 
year.

Bethel Church, Humboldt, 
resulted in 22 people making 
professions of faith and one ac­
cepting the call to preach. 
Floyd “Lammie” Lammersfeld, 
evangelist from Gleason, 
preached.

■ the people

■ Kingston Pike Church, 
Lenoir City, ordained Walter 
Bible and Randy Fain as 
deacons Sept. 26.

■ deaths

■ Ben H. Walker, 81, of 
Murfreesboro, died Oct. 4. 
Walker’s ministry spanned 50 
years and included service as 
director of missions, Tennessee 
Valley Association, for 14 
years, as a missionary in Mexi­
co and Venezuela, and as pas­
tor of churches in Tennessee 
and four other states. He initi­
ated migrant ministry in Ten­
nessee. He is survived by his 
wife, Roberta Payne Walker.

Tennessee Sampler sb views, insights
'Coffee suif sad commentary
By Jerry Winfield, pastor
Forest Hills Church, Nashville

I’m a coffee drinker. There’s nothing 
quite like the taste and smell of freshly 
brewed coffee to start the day. Unless, 
of course, it’s from McDonald’s.

Perhaps you heard recently about 
the woman who sued McDonald’s be­
cause their coffee is too hot. She was 
awarded $2 million!

Now, I find this a little strange for 
several reasons. First, coffee is sup­
posed to be hot. This basic information 
every coffee drinker knows. Second, the 
woman was holding her hot coffee be­
tween her legs. Everyone of even aver­
age intelligence knows it’s not smart to 
hold steaming liquid between your legs. 
After all, God did create us with two 
excellent coffee cup holders called 
hands. Third, this woman received pay­
ment from McDonald’s because she did 
something really dumb.

Now, I’ve done lots of dumb things in 
my life and never received one penny. I 
never even thought about suing some­
one because of something stupid I had 
done. If I had, I guess I could be a mul­
ti-millionaire (Remember, I said I’ve 
done lots of dumb stuff!).

I believe this represents a sad com­
mentary on our society and human na­
ture as a whole. Ever since Adam 
blamed Eve, we have been looking for 
someone to blame for our sins (which 
really is dumb!). We would be so much 
better off spiritually if we would heed 

the admonition of I John 1:9 which says 
— “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Confession means admitting that we 
have messed up. It means accepting 
personal responsibility for our actions. 
Confession means agreeing with God 
about our sin. Doing this is the only 
way to find forgiveness and cleansing.

Go ahead, tell God about your sin. 
After all, he already knows about it and 
he wants to forgive you. Even the dumb 
stuff! Forgiveness is his specialty! □

Youth in crisis
By Russell Liles, minister of youth and 

children
First Church, Lawrenceburg

Who am I? At first, this seems like a 
weird question. But upon further re­
view, maybe it isn’t. This question is 
very relevant to today’s young people 
and I believe it is at the heart of many 
of the crises our youth and children are 
facing at home, school, and church.

Surveys of the average teenager of 
the 90s tell us that well over 50 percent 
of our young people have a very low 
self-image. This failure to believe in 
one’s identify in Christ results in low 
self-esteem and self-worth.

Why do so many of our young people 
feel this way about themselves? I think, 
in part, it is because they have believed 
what the world, flesh, and the devil has 
flooded their minds with, through our 
media. TV and the movies model a false 

idea of peer acceptance that says to be 
popular and accepted, you must be good 
looking, wear brand label clothes, be a 
cheerleader or athlete, and be haring 
sex. Then add to this the fact that 
many youth today come from an unsta­
ble family that doesn’t proride a secure, 
loving environment and you can see 
why many of our young people are so 
confused and deceived.

I thank God that most of our youth 
and children come from a stable, loving 
home environment that shares with 
them their uniqueness in Christ Jesus!

Be in prayer for our young people 
that they will understand and believe 
their value as a person and a child of 
God. The youth of FBC are capable, sig­
nificant, worthy, and able to influence 
the world around them through the 
power of the Holy Spirit that lives 
within them. □

Ministry of church library
By David W. Hull, pastor
First Church, Knoxville

We have launched a new year of 
learning and growing through the Sun­
day School. Weekly Bible study is ex­
tremely important for the spiritual de­
velopment of all ages within the church 
We had an excellent beginning and I 
am grateful for all who teach and work 
in our Sunday School so that the learn­
ing and growing will continue at First 
Baptist Church.

As important as the Sunday School 
is, that is not the only way for spiritual 

learning to happen through our church. 
One other tremendous benefit that we 
have is found in our Church Library. 
Dean Sanders and her capable staff 
work hard to make the library a place 
where good books can be found for your 
enjoyment and edification.

Our library continues to grow as 
people give books and share memorials 
for the purpose of ading new books. In 
recent days a monetary gift has been 
given to the church in appreciation for 
the counseling ministry’ of First Baptist 
Church. The donor has asked that the 
money be used by the church library 
staff to buy books in the area of family.

Have you tried our Church Library 
lately? Have you introduced your chil­
dren to the wonders of books in our li­
brary? Are you a Sunday School 
teacher who needs additional resources 
for your lesson preparation? Do you 
know a friend who could be helped 
through the struggles of life by reading 
a good book from our library? If so, I 
encourage you to pay a visit to our li­
brary with a desire to expand your 
mind and heart. □

Articles included in "Tennessee 
Sampler — views, insights” are writ­
ten by Tennessee Baptist church and 
associational leaders. The articles 
are chosen for publication from 
newsletters of churches and asso­
ciations. The Baptist and Reflector 
does not necessarily concur with the 
views expressed.
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Holston Association, Romanians continue relationship
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

The contingent from Holston Associ­
ation which traveled to Romania in 
August went to celebrate. Teams from 
the Tennessee association had visited 
the East European country two other 
times. But this time they attended the 
first service of Gropeni Baptist 
Church, Gropeni, Romania, in its first 
building.

Members of Holston Association 
churches have given $38,000 over the 
past three years for the building.

The first service was held Aug. 14 
despite the fact the floor, pews, and 
pulpit weren’t completed. But that 
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of those 
present, reported Tai Thompson, direc­
tor of missions, Holston, and a team 
member.

The gift has built a building which 
would have cost $150,000 in the United 
States, said Thompson. Part of that 
savings is due to the ingenuity of Ro­
manian Baptists. The area Baptist as­
sociation began its own construction 
company, he noted. The company helps 

GATHERED FOR A GROUP SHOT are the youth and leaders attending a youth 
camp in Western Romania funded and led by Tennesseans.

save money on construction of churches 
and provides a service to the communi­
ty. Any profit made in construction 
then offsets construction costs for 
churches. The company also sets an ex­
ample of capitalism at work, he ex­
plained.

These efforts are representative of 
life in Romania in many ways, 
Thompson said. The people can be op­
timistic, but the obstacles are real — 
even compared to neighboring coun­
tries like Poland or the Czech Repub­
lic. People are poor, “but they are 
free,” said Thompson. “Baptists are 
leading the way in the concern for pri­
vate enterprise and a free market sys­
tem,” he added.

To assist their fellow Baptists, the 
Tennesseans also helped lead a youth 
camp for the third year. The camp is 
funded by Holston youth, who gave 
$6,600 this year during the associa­
tion’s spring youth conference.

The camp drew 85 youth leaders 
from 18 Romanian Baptist church­
es. They met in a hotel in moun­
tains of Western Romania which 
are much like those in East Tennes­

see, said Thompson.
The youth were intelligent, polite, 

and concerned about others, he de­
scribed. “They make you feel right at 
home,” he said. And because most can 
understand English, “there’s absolutely 
no barrier at all.”

Because the hotel didn’t have TV or 
other entertainment, the youth would 
gather in the evenings with guitars and 
sing, he described. As many as 100 
guests of the hotel would join them. 
The Romanians grasped the opportuni­
ty to share the Gospel, said Thompson. 
A leader would witness about God in 
each gathering.

The Tennessee team helped teach 
the youth. Team members included 
Tom Savage, pastor, Pinecrest Church, 
Johnson City, and Pat Savage; Tai and 
Liz Thompson, First Church, 
Blountville; Bill Thompson of Bristol; 
Frank Blevins, pastor, First Church, 
Bluff City, and Carolyn Blevins.

Other leaders were Romanian Bap­
tist pastors and youth leaders. The 
Tennesseans already knew the associa- 
tional youth leader because they 
brought him and two youth to Tennes­
see last year.

The relationships formed have 

brought the association in touch with 
people who have sacrificed for their 
faith, said Thompson, which was his 
goal when he investigated the needs 
there four years ago.

Churches still face opposition in Ro­
mania, he noted. Today it comes in the 
form of pressure from another religious 
faith, which has influence in the coun­
try. Trying to mediate situations rising 
from this influence is Mike Kemper, 
missionary and former pastor, 
Green River Church, Waynesboro. 
Another Tennessean serving there is 
John Robinson, also of Waynesboro.

Tennesseans have seen other results 
of the work. Because the association 
initiated ministry in Romania soon af­
ter the fall of communism when few 
Baptist missionaries served there, they 
built trust for Baptist workers, noted 
Thompson, including missionaries.

In addition, the long-term relation­
ship has strengthened Christians in 
both countries, said Thompson. “It 
wasn’t that we were going over there to 
help the poor Romanians,” he added.

Despite the investments by Ten­
nesseans, the work “has not been a 
drain on our budget at all. It’s been a 
real blessing,” said Thompson. J

PRESENTING A CERTIFICATE OF DEDICATION for the new church build­
ing is Tai Thompson, left. Receiving it are leaders of the Romanian church, 
from left, Joseph Stefanuti, Benjamin Boiengeanu, and Odi Stefanuti, inter­
preter. Tennessean Tom Savage, far left, watches.

Venezuelans receive health care from Watauga Association
For Baptist and Reflector

A team of 20 Baptists from 
Watauga Baptist Association 
treated 812 patients in clinics 
and helped lead 141 to make 
professions of faith during a 
five-day period in Venezuela.

The team held dental and 
general health care clinics in 
August on the island of Mar­
garita, Venezuela. They were 
assisted by Baptist missionar­
ies and members of two local 
Baptist churches, reported 
Jesse James, director of volun­
teerism for the association.

“The medical needs of the 
country are overwhelming,” 
said Gene Galloway, a medical 
doctor who practices in Eliza­
bethton. It was a “pleasure” to 
meet a few of those needs, he 

said. It also was discouraging 
to know that many of the 
needs would never be met, 
added the member of First 
Church, Elizabethton.

“We treated a lady that had 
never seen a doctor before our 
clinic,” reported Sheila McKin­
ney of Beck Mountain Church, 
Elizabethton.

A measure of the poverty on 
the island, team members re­
ported, was that the dental 
work was done without run­
ning water. Many of the resi­
dents needed medication for 
parasites caused by a lack of 
sanitation on the island.

The health care services 
were provided by the Ten­
nesseans with assistance from 
Elizabethton-area companies. 
Medicine was donated by sev­

eral physicians and one drug 
company donated 1,500 pain 
pills for the dental patients. 
Most of the equipment was 
provided by team members.

“To see the people lined up 
for care was touching,” said 
Kenny Timbs of Beck Moun­
tain Church, “but the sad thing 
was to see the ones who could 
not be helped. This trip has 
made me realize more and 
more about the spiritual and 
physical needs in Venezuela,” 
he said. “But I am always 
touched most by the Venezue­
lan people’s love for me,” he 
continued.

Sometimes all they did was 
respond to the attention given 
visitors, reported several of the 
volunteers.

Sheila McKinney made a 

new friend of a 12-year-old girl 
who walked or hitchhiked to 
visit the Americans several 
times. She had never eaten in 
a restaurant or been in a hotel, 
McKinney commented.

Another way they showed 
love was to provide spiritual 
counseling to patients. Brent 
Seals, pastor, First Church, 
Elizabethton, along with mis­
sionaries provided this service.

The missionaries assisting 
them impressed several team 
members.

Camille Young who joined 
the team from Thomson, Ga., 
said she was impressed by “the 
way the missionaries would 
give and give, love and love, 
and keep on giving through 
everything. They were so open 
and receptive to us and to

God’s will in their lives.”
Those participating includ­

ed, from First Church, Eliza­
bethton, Gene and Anne Gal­
loway, Doug and Vicki Cole, 
Brent Seals, Willie and Susan 
Church, John Wiggins, and 
Marc Johnson.

From Beck Mountain 
Church were Kenny Timbs, 
Sheila McKinney, Rachelle El­
liott, and Kelly Campbell.

Others were Richard, Jo 
Ann, and Thomas Gray from 
Calvary Church, Elizabethton; 
Marty Tuelle from Oak Street 
Church, Elizabethton; Jesse 
and Carolyn James from 
Union Church, Hampton; and 
Camille Young of Thomson, 
Ga. □ — Adapted from story in 
Elizabethton Star
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Nashville woman collects medical supplies for Ukraine
For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Dixie Hines 
just went on her first missions 
trip in August — to the former 
Soviet,JJnion. She plans to re­
turn in November to the 
Ukraine with medical supplies 
and money.

She discovered the needs 
while a part of a missions team 
with her husband, Gary. The 
couple joined a team from First 
Church, Houston, coordinated 
by the Foreign Mission Board.

Although the 62-member 
team worked in other countries 
of the former Soviet Union, the 
Hineses were especially im­
pacted by the people they met 
in the Ukraine and the situa­
tion there — which allows 
Christian visitors now but may 
not in the future because 
Ukrainians have elected a 
communist leader, reported 
Hines.

The couple, who are mem­
bers of Brook Hollow Church, 
Nashville, teamed up with a 
musician from the American 
team and worked in Sambeer, 
a city of about 65,000. They 
worked with the pastor of the 

only Baptist church in the city.
The church, said Hines, was 

started in 1965 but had few 
members for many years be­
cause of communist repression. 
Since the fall of the communist 
system in 1991, it has become 
one of several “great, growing, 
active churches” she visited in 
the country and has grown to 
about 65 members, said Hines.

The members of the church 
are “very intelligent, educated 
people who are just caught up 
in a changing, economic and 
political situation,” explained 
Hines.

They are suffering, along 
with others in the city, because 
of a lack of many things in­
cluding medical supplies, ex­
plained Hines. She heard of 
surgery being done with razors 
and syringes being reused. So 
she decided to do something 
about it when she returned 
home.

“Until their economy is sta- 
blized they’re going to be very 
dependent on other people,” 
she explained. But they did not 
ask for help, reported Gary 
Hines.

She has collected health care

items or donations from a physi­
cian, a pharmaceutial company, 
a Kiwanis organization, church­
es including Mount Gilead 
Church, Cedar Grove, and 
Brook Hollow Church, and 
friends. The items might be 
used by church members to de­
velop a ministry, Hines said.

WHILE TRAVELING IN THE COUNTRYSIDE of Ukraine Dixie Hines, right, of Nashville, and her 
new friend, Hala Onishko of L'Viv, Ukraine, take a break to enjoy fruit bought from a vendor, left.

She also would like to 
take some musical or ampli­
fying equipment to help 
church members witness in 
villages surrounding Sam­
beer. The opportunities for 
witnessing are great, she 
added, noting one can share 
the Gospel in public schools 

and public office buildings.
Hines plans to travel the 

first of November. Anyone 
wishing to participate in the 
project may contact Brook Hol­
low Church at (615) 352-1295 
or the Hines home at 356- 
0847. □ — Connie Davis

State universities/college report response to fall programs
For Baptist and Reflector

Tennessee’s three Baptist colleges/- 
university report on fall enrollment and 
response to programs.

Belmont University, Nashville, re­
ported a 3.1 percent increase in enroll­
ment and what officials termed a more 
significant increase — 3.7 percent in 
full-time equivalency reflecting more 
hours being taken by individual stu­
dents.

The school’s freshman class in­
creased 6.5 percent over new students 
last year. The school opened new hous­

Fall Reports from Baptist Universities/College
Belmont University 
Carson-Newman College 
Union University

ing quarters and is housing 13.5 per­
cent more students this year. Belmont 
also reports a 17 percent increase in 
graduate enrollment due to a new mas­
ter of science in nursing degree.

Carson-Newman College in Jefferson 
City reported its record enrollment — 
an increase of 1.7 percent. The increase

Total Enrollment Undergraduate Enrollment
2,961 (record, up 3.1 %) 2,617
2,163 (record, up 1.7%) 2,042
2,370 (up .5%) 2,260

is partly due to an increase of 4 percent 
in continuing students, officials said.

C-N also cited a record number of 
graduate students, some of which are 
working on a new master of education 
in school counseling degree.

Union University in Jackson and 
Memphis reported graduate enroll­

Graduate Enrollment
344 (up 17 %)
121
110 (up 20%)

ment rose 20 percent with a total of 
110 students enrolling in a master of 
education program and new master of 
business administration program. 
Union officials also noted 107 of its 519 
freshmen are working toward a 
church-related vocation. □

r
Enjoy the sunrise at the seventh annual

Tennessee Baptist Joggers' (and Walkers') Jubilee
□ For all walkers, joggers, and runners? Join us at 6:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 

Nov. 16, at Bellevue Baptist Church. We will meet there in the parking lot and 
walk or jog around the church This is not a race, but a time for Tennessee 
Baptists to enjoy fun, fellowship, and exercise together. Our numbers have 
grown each year, so plan to join the fun and fellowship.

□ Prizes donated by TBC institutions and departments will be awarded to all par­

ticipants.
□ We will finish by 7:15 a.m. to give you plenty of time to return to your hotel to 

get ready for the morning session of the convention.

□ Are you interested? Return this form by Nov. 2. We also will have a Joggers* 

Jubilee T-Shirt with a new design. If you want a shirt, send $8 along with this 
form. Make check payable to Lonnie Wilkey. You do not need to buy a shirt 
in order to participate.

REGISTER NOW —

Mail to: Baptist and Reflector Joggers' Jubillee
P.O. Box 728

Brentwood, Tenn. 37024

□ Enclosed is $8 for the shirt. Shirt size: S M L XL

□ I will participate, but do not want a shirt

NAME_____________________________________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________________________

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I
I 
I 
I

I 
I 
I 
I 
1
I
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Button, Moore chosen for top FMB communications roles
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — David T. 
Button, a 41-year-old radio ex­
ecutive and mayor from New 
York state, was elected Oct. 12 
as the Foreign Mission Board’s 
new vice president for public 
relations and development.

FMB President Jerry Ran­
kin announced Button’s nomi­
nation Oct. 7 to staff members 
in the three offices he will su­
pervise. Button will join the 
staff Nov. 1.

Rankin also announced 
Louis A. Moore Jr., 48, as the 
new associate vice president for 
communications and director of 
news and information, an ap­
pointive position. Moore, direc­
tor of media and products for 
the SBC Christian Life Com­
mission in Nashville, will join 
the staff Nov. 15.

Both men 
will assume 
job responsibil­
ities Jan. 1.

Rankin said 
adding both to 
the FMB staff 
in November 
will allow sev­
eral weeks of

MOOREBUTTON

orientation and overlap with 
Alan W. Compton, who retires 
Dec. 31 as vice president for 
communications and Bob Stan­
ley, who also retires at the end 
of the year as director of news 
and information.

FAX: Steeples
P.O. Box 2250 ■ Danville. VA 24541

HMB
Home 
Mission 
Board, sec

Church Loans Division 
Turns Your Interest into Churches 
Call: 404 898-7200

ak Call toll-free anytime ... 1 -800-473-6688 
We re built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches.

DMffieh Interiors of Nashville
aS New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions 
Lighting and Complete Renovations

■SasnSSaKSSSSEESS^
Free! Estimates 

and Interior
Design

Consultation

—*** From ike Shadow of the Cross
Staff Evangelist 

James E. Messer, Sr. 
— NOW SCHEDULING —

First Baptist Church 
Evangelistic Association 
P. O. Box 509 
Theodore, AL 36590 
Lonnie Byrd, Pastor

Acteens ador*

MISSIONS EXTRAVAGANZA
Nov. 14

Second Baptist Church, Memphis
Featuring missionaries from the Orient, Central and South Ameri­

ca, Africa, and the United States (including Tennessee)
Meet current, retired, and former missionaries, plus missionary 

parents and missionary kids.
Schedule

3 p.m. — Missions Fair
6 p.m. — Dinner — Cost $9 (advance ticket purchase required)
7:30 p.m. — Fair continues
8:30 — Adjourn

Button, 
president of ra­
dio station 
WVNC-FM in 
Canton, N.Y., 
and a member 
of the SBC Ex­
ecutive Com­
mittee since 
1988, will su-

pervise the development, com­
munications, and public affairs 
offices at the FMB. The board’s 
research and marketing unit, 
previously under the vice presi-

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS

U FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

CHURCH FURNITURE
by UNDSEY 

DIRECT FROM THE 

FACTORY — PEWS, PULPIT 

TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 

GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 83464

dent for communications, also
will relate directly to him.

In his new role, Moore will 
divide his time between super­
vision of five units in the pres­
ent communications office — 
print, audiovisual, news and in­
formation, The Commission 
magazine, and media services 
— and his work as director of 
news and information. In that 
post Moore will serve as chief of 
the Richmond bureau of Bap­
tist Press.

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE 
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282

— PEW — 
UPHOLSTERING 
1 (800) 523-9058 

NC 1 (800) 222-7895 
REFINISHING

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST!
Ace $125.000 $250.000

70
27.93
63.75

4962
121.26

Rease call Roy Napier (Knoxville. TN)
TOH Free 1-800-274-0776 • 9-9 Mon.-SaL

Jackson National Life, Lansing. Ml. Rated A 
(Excellent) by A M Best Yearly Renewable 
Term to age 100 - Preferred, form #80903 
Above premiums are first year only. Premiums 
increase annually to age 100 Preferred, Fe- 
male rates illustrated above. Please call for oth­
er ages and Male rates

Rankin emphasized the two
men are his choices for the jobs 
and were affirmed by the five- 
member trustee search commit­
tee that has worked with him 
in the selection process since 
February. □

Classified
USED CHURCH FURNITURE 
FOR SALE: Mt. Gilead Church, 
Cedar Grove, has 23 pews, 10 ft; 
2 pews, 9 ft; and 2 pews, 15 ft. 
They also have 2 clergy pews, 2 
and one-half ft. and pulpit and 
communion table. All are in very 
good condition. For information, 
call Pastor Phil Mitchell at (901) 
968-2359.

ORGANIST NEEDED: For Sun­
day morning and Sunday evening 
worship services. $125 per Sun­
day. Brook Hollow Church, Nash­
ville. Call Dan Jones, associate 
pastor at (615) 352-1295.

BIVOCATIONAL DIRECTOR: 
Tulip Grove Church, Old Hickory, 
is seeking a part-time or bivoca- 
tional preschool/children's direc­
tor. Send resumes to Evelyn Lar­
son, 308 Overhill Drive, Old Hick­
ory, Tenn., 37138

iimii ih
Available in 20', 22', 24', and 28' 

(12 to 41 Passenger)

Church Buses 
New and Used 
(We take trade-ins.) 

Call Henry Headden 
Metrotrans Corporation 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180 
1 (615) 371-6180

Winter Bible Studies 
Book of Galatians 
Available for Revivals, Etc. 

(205)653 - 8695 or 653 - 6652 
out of town 1 - 800 - 653 ~ 6652

Beeson Dixinity School, Samford University, presents

SHAPERS OF THE PURITAN HERITAGE

Theologian
Dr. J. I. Packer 
November 1-3
Reid Chapel, Samford University

Deadline for dinner reservations, Nov. 1 
Ticket Order Form

_____Number of dinner tickets x $9 = $
Name ____________________________________

Beeson Divinity School

Samford ft
University

Birmingham, Alabama 35229

Address_____________________________________
Phone Church

Make check payable to: Tennessee WMU and mail to: 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024-0728

lor Information contact Dean Timothy George, Beeson Divinity 
School, Samford University, Birmingham, AL 35229
Call Toll Free 1-800-888-8266

Samford University is an Equal Opportunity Institution and welcomes applications for employment and edu­
cational programs from all individuals regardless of race, color, sei, handicap, or national or ethnic origin.
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Sunday School lesson commentary
Bible Book Series 

for Oct. 23 
Focal Passage 

Ephesians 4:1 >16

Saul's opportunity as king

Unity in Christ
By Ray Fullilove

Having testified as to the redemptive pur­
pose of God, the reconciling power in Christ, 
and the reason God called him, Paul turns 
his attention to the practical provisions of 
the Gospel.

The Apostle Paul, having laid the founda­
tion of the principles of the Gospel, now 
speaks of the fact of practicing the Gospel. 
Principles of the Gospel must be put into 
practice by the church. Thus, Paul under­
lines our unity in Christ in practicing what 
we preach.

If there were ever a time that we need 
unity in our commitment to Christ, in our 
churches, and in our convention, it is now. 
The greatest factor in our witness for Christ 
is how we get along together in Christ. Our 
unity is in Christ. Our unity can be noted in 
three ways.

Unified in our divine calling — vv. 1-6
With a pleading heart, the Apostle Paul 

underlines that God’s redeemed people, the 
church, show to others that we conduct our­
selves in an honorable way according to the 
calling which God has given to us in Christ 
Jesus (v. 1), for a common patronage (v. 2), 
with a common peace (v. 3), and in a common 
power (w. 4-6).
Unified in our different gifts — w. 7-13

God has an exact place for us with differ­
ing gifts. The grace of God is given “accord­
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ.” God, 
who is able to save, is able to supply the abil­
ity for his specific calling to each individual. 
We may have different gifts, but we have the 
same purpose — of glorifying Christ. Paul 
indicates that people with the special calling 
as apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers have these special gifts to glori­
fy Jesus.

Our main purpose is to lead the saints of 
God toward maturity, in ministry, and in 
magnifying the grace of God in Christ Jesus. 
If this becomes the purpose of the church, 
then this will provide the power of faith to 
keep the church stable in the principles of 
faith (w. 12-14).

Unified in Christ, our Lord
Finally, the Apostle Paul concludes that 

our unity in Christ is revealed because Jesus 
is the reason we stay together. The church is 
the light on the hill simply because in a world 
which is falling apart, the church remains the 
only organization what stays together! Jesus 
keeps us together. Jesus cements us together 
for his glory.

As his church, we are cemented together 
in sincerity for Christ, in structure drawn 
together by his spirit, in support of one 
another, with a sweet smelling savor for 
Christ before the world, and in a serenity 
which lifts us up together in the love of 
Christ (v. 15).

In spite of our faults, Jesus still forgives. 
In spite of our struggles, Jesus still strength­
ens us. In spite of our division, Jesus can 
still draw us together. Our unity is in Christ. 
Praise his glorious name! □ — Ray Fullilove is 
pastor of Poplar Avenue Church, Memphis.

By Samuel Dean

There are times when 
we work hard just to get 
a desired opportunity in 
life. We pull all the 
known strings, exhaust 
our creative energy, and 
pound on all the doors 
known to us. Yet the 
golden opportunity may 
not come.

For a young man 
named Saul, opportuni­
ty came out of the blue. 
He went on a journey to 
retrieve his father’s don­
keys and came back 
with a kingdom! An 
opportunity of a lifetime 
fell into his lap.

Impressive 
credentials of Saul
Saul had attributes 

that made him an 
impressive candidate for 
king. He looked like one 
of our media stars 
before the camera. He 
was tall, young, and 
handsome (v. 2).

Being the son of Kish, 
he came from a wealthy 
family.

More important than 
his physical endow­
ments, Saul had the

stamp of approval of 
God.

The Lord had chosen 
him to be the king that 
would lead the people in 
battle against their 
chief enemy, the Phili­
stines.

Anointing of
Saul as king

Saul was anointed by 
Samuel in a private cer­
emony by the pouring of 
oil on his head.

The anointing act was 
an act signifying the 
bestowal of God’s power 
and blessings on one 
designated for a special 
leadership role.

In addition to the pri­
vate ceremony, Saul was 
anointed at a public cer­
emony conducted by 
Samuel before the tribes 
of Israel.

Through the casting 
of lots the previous

Living straight in a crooked world
By Elizabeth Howard

Adam and Eve were 
driven from Eden, but 
they carried sin with 
them.

In a few years, Cain 
killed Abel, sin fol­
lowed sin, each generation more 
sinful than the one before.

Noah was born into such a 
world, an extremely sinful world, 
but sin was a matter of choice for 
him, just as it had been for Adam 
and Eve.

He could live in wickedness as 
everyone else was doing, or he 
could live a just life, worshiping 
God and trying to please him.

The choices are the same for 
us today. We live in a sinful 
world, but each one of us must 
choose how we will conduct our 
lives.

Human wickedness 
— ch. 6:5-7

The hearts and minds of 
human beings were obsessed 
with evil, and God was grieved 
that he had made them. People 
thought up evil deeds and then 
set about doing them. Verse 5 
suggests each one deliberated as 
to what evil to do next, seeking 
always to do something more 
depraved than anyone else had 
thought up.

People were so evil one might 
say God was sick to his stomach.

Convention Uniform Series 
for Oct. 23 

Focal Passage 
I Samuel 9:15-17; 

10:1, 20-24
choice was publicly con­
firmed.

Public ceremonies are 
very important events. 
Through participation, 
people feel that they are 
a part of the happening. 
Watching the ceremony 
has great educational 
value. Being partici­
pants in an event helps 
to build a group identi­
ty-

Reluctant king
There was one glitch 

in the whole procedure 
of anointing Saul. When 
it came time to present 
the chosen one to the 
people, Saul was no 
where to be found. The 
one to lead Israel was in 
hiding!

He had hidden him­
self “in the stuff.” 
Abiding in the baggage 
(supplies and equip­
ment) seemed an odd

Life and Work Series 
for Oct. 23 

Focal Passage: 
Genesis 6:5-9; 7:1-7

These were creatures he had 
made, had been pleased with, 
and here they were smearing the 
face of the earth with evil. He 
would destroy them, not only 
humankind, but the beasts and 
birds, too.

Noah’s godliness — vv. 8-9
But God paused when he 

thought of Noah.
Noah was a just man, a man of 

integrity, who worshiped God, 
dealt justly with his fellow 
human beings, treated his wife 
and sons well.

He was not a sinless man, but 
he walked with God and followed 
a lifestyle pleasing to God.

His story shows us how impor­
tant each individual is in God’s 
sight. God would not destroy him 
and his family just because they 
happened to live in a wicked gen­
eration.

God’s judgment — ch. 7:1-7
Since Noah had maintained 

fellowship with God, he heard 
God’s instructions, and he car­
ried them out, just as he had 
always tried to do.

The fact that God would pre­

place for one awaiting 
the appointment as 
king.

Choosing leaders
Filling leadership 

positions should never 
be taken lightly. Too 
many people are given 
places of service because 
of friendship, appear­
ance, or congeniality.

Serious consideration 
should be given to the 
expectations of the task 
and the qualifications 
and character of a can­
didate. Our leaders 
must lead or be led.

Most organizations 
fail because of poor 
selection of leaders.

King Saul had an 
unparalleled opportuni­
ty to lead his nation in a 
formative period of their 
history.

Unfortunately as his­
tory reveals, Saul came 
to pieces. 0 how the 
mighty do fall, and it is 
usually over themselves!

Unfortunately, when 
they fall, the conse­
quences fall on the peo­
ple as well. □ — Samuel 
Dean is pastor of First 
Church, Clinton.

serve not only him. but 
also his family, tells us 
much about him.

In a perverse gener­
ation, he had taught 
his sons to worship 
God.

God would also pre­
serve the beasts and birds which 
he had originally thought to 
destroy.

It was quite a task God gave 
Noah. He, his sons, and the 
women, had to work long hard 
hours to finish the job in time.

Imagine the roundup, the 
counting, the lists they must 
have made.

Imagine the laughter of their 
neighbors, not gentle laughter, 
but harsh, boisterous, obscene, 
for their neighbors were exceed­
ingly wicked.

Perhaps, drunken crowds 
gathered and mocked them as 
they worked, but they kept on 
until they had built an ark 
according to God’s dimensions. 
They then drove in the beasts, 
both clean and unclean, and the 
birds.

Last of all, Noah and his fami­
ly entered and closed the door. It 
began to rain, and the mocking 
laughter of the neighbors gave 
way to fear and panic. □ — 
Elizabeth Howard is a member of 
Cumberland Homestead Church, 
Crossville.
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SBC agencies receive 
capital funds this year
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Eight 
Southern Baptist Convention 
agencies and institutions re­
ceived nearly $1.7 million for 
capital needs as a result of Co­
operative Program gifts ex­
ceeding the 1993-94 SBC pro­
gram allocation budget by $4 
million. CP gifts reached a 
record $142,866,782.

Also, SBC designated gifts 
for the 1993-94 year of $127.8 
million topped the previous 
year and almost matched the 
record high total set in 1991- 
92. □

RTVC networks report 
positive cash flow 
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
The two television program 
services of the Radio and Tele­
vision Commission — ACTS 

Did you know your church 
newsletter could be on the back 

page of the Baptist and Reflector?
Just think, once a week you could get all your Baptist news — 

Tennessee, SBC, and your own church information — in one 
neat package, delivered to your home. Several churches across 
Tennessee already use the Church Page Plan which enables 
them to print their news on the back page of the Baptist and Re­
flector. This saves them postage, printing, and other related 
costs.

And, now here’s an offer for those churches willing to try 
something new. Send us your church newsletter. We will pre­
pare a trial page for you so you can see exactly how your 
newsletter would look if it were on the back page of the Baptist 
and Reflector. Then, if you like it, we will make a special three- 
months trial offer for your church to consider. There are no 
strings attached, no obligation. Take advantage today. Because 
of staff limitations, this offer is limited to a “first-come” basis.

i Enclosed is our church newsletter. Please prepare us a trial page.

: Church ____________________ _______________________________________ ____

------------- ——-------------------------- -------—-------------------------------------------------
i
। Person making request  Title
t

Return this form to:
Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024

»

and FamilyNet — operated in 
fiscal year 1993-94 without the 
use of Cooperative Program 
funds and reported a positive 
cash flow, RTVC officials told 
trustees during their mid-Sep­
tember meeting.

FamilyNet is the RTVC 
broadcast television service 
that reaches into more than 50 
million homes. ACTS is its ca­
ble TV service that reaches 
into more than 20 million 
homes.

RTVC Executive Vice Presi­
dent Richard McCartney told 
trustees that advertising rev­
enue, program revenue, and 
income generated by produc­
tion facilities had offset the op­
erating costs of the network.

During the meeting trustees 
voted to comply with an SBC 
directive not to accept funds 
from the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship and adopted a $9.1 
million budget for fiscal year 
1994-95. The agency has a CP 
allocation of $5,425,000 for the 
year. Last year’s CP allocation 
was $5,491,000. □

BSSB taps Adams 
as woman's consultant
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Culminat­
ing a national search, Baptist 
Sunday School Board officials 
announced Oct. 10 Christine 
Adams will become women’s 
ministry consultant in the 
board’s discipleship and family 
development division.

Adams, special ministries 
associate for Green Acres 
Church, Tyler, Texas, will join 
the board Dec. 1. □

Baby boomer pastors 
endorse Texas plan 
Baptist Press

DALLAS — A group of baby 
boomer ministers “weary of de­
nominational mudslinging” 
have endorsed as “higher 
ground” a Texas Baptist study 
committee recommendation 
that could expand the definition 
of Cooperative Program giving.

The statement of support 
for recommendations of the Co­
operative Missions Study Com­
mittee signed by 27 “younger 
ministers” was announced at 
an Oct. 5 news conference.

Signers included David 
Becker, second vice president 
of the convention and a Hunts­
ville pastor. “Texas Baptists 
are inclusive,” Becker said, 
noting the report “keeps us 
right where we have been.” □

McCarty to retire from 
Seminary Extension
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE —Doran C. 
McCarty, executive director of 
Seminary Extension since 
1988, has announced plans to 
retire at the end of 1994.

Seminary Extension, 
through extension centers and 
correspondence courses, pro­
vides theological training for 
nearly 6,000 students, making 
it one of the largest theological 
enterprises in the world.

McCarty, 63, will serve as 
interim director following his 
retirement until a successor is 
chosen, according to Landrum 
P. Leavell, director of the 
board of governors of Seminary 
Extension, and president of 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary. The governing 
board of Seminary Extension is 
comprised of the six SBC semi­
nary presidents. □

Southwestern receives 
$239,000 from life 
insurance policy
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary received 
$239,000 Oct. 5 as the result of 
a life insurance policy pur­
chased by a prominent Fort 
Worth area Baptist and busi­
ness leader.

Herman J. Smith’s wife, 
Patsy, made the special pre­
sentation during a chapel ser­
vice. Her husband, who died 
Aug. 15, bought the policy in 
1989 and made SWBTS the 
beneficiary. □

Tennessee sites among 
World Changers 
locations in 19 cities
Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — Twenty-two 
World Changers national work 
projects have been scheduled 
in 19 cities for 1995. Locations 
for projects include a balance 
of new and former sites.

World Changers, sponsored 
by the Brotherhood Commis­
sion, involves youth and adults

Stolen missionary 
vehicle recovered 
in 'holey shape 
Baptist Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — It’s 
not clear if the biblical ad­
monition to “cast your bread 
upon the waters and after 
many days it will return 
unto you” applies, but 
Southern Baptist missionar­
ies in Kenya have recovered 
an automobile stolen from 
them last May.

Unfortunately it is, to 
put it mildly, the worse for 
wear.

When two men, one aim­
ing an Uzzi machine gun at 
missionary Steve Glass’ 
head, took the Subaru, it 
had fewer than 1,500 miles. 
The vehicle awaiting re­
pairs now has more than 
20,000 miles — and that’s 
the good news.

It also has bullet holes in 
one door and through the 
front seat, which explains 
the bloodstains. Also, the 
windshields and some of the 
side windows have been 
shot out.

It will take an estimated 
$4,000 to restore the car, 
compared to more than 
$20,000 to replace it. Then 
it will be reassigned to 
Steve Glass. □ — Craig Bird 

in week-long missions projects. 
Participants work to renovate 
and repair homes in low in­
come areas.

World Changers continues 
to offer age-specific projects 
not only for senior high youth, 
but also for junior high, college 
students, and senior adults.

Senior high projects will be 
held July 8-15 and July 15-22 
in Clinton. A junior high proj­
ect will be offered July 17-22 in 
Jackson.

For more information, con­
tact the Brotherhood Commis­
sion at (901) 272-2461. □

Montana Baptists 
hike CP giving
Baptist Press

HAVRE, Mon. — The Mon­
tana Southern Baptist Fellow­
ship hiked its Cooperative Pro­
gram giving by 1 percent dur­
ing its annual meeting Oct. 5-6 
at Immanuel Church here.

The fellowship also honored 
retiring Executive Director 
James Nelson and his wife, 
Annis, for their work in Mon­
tana.

Convention messengers 
adopted a $277,458 CP budget, 
with 22 percent designated for 
SBC causes, up 1 percent over 
last year. □
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