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SBC CP giving off 
to good start for '95
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern 
Baptist Convention Cooperative 
Program gifts for October to­
taled $11,704,398, nearly 
$825,000 or a 7.58 percent in­
crease over October 1993, ac­
cording to Morris H. Chapman, 
president of the SBC Executive 
Committee.

For the first month of the 
SBC fiscal year, the amount 
given also is 2.87 percent above 
the SBC Program Allocation 
budget monthly requirement of 
$11,378,310.

“The October gifts continue a 
pattern of increased missions 

Supplies, volunteers take off to begin Haiti relief effort

Nation's voters deal with moral 
concerns in November elections

Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — As the C-97 cargo plane 
loaded with more than 30,000 pounds of 
supplies took to the air for a humanitari­
an mission to Haiti, Brotherhood Commis­
sion staffers breathed a sigh of relief.

“Only the Lord could have worked all of 
this out,” said James D. Williams, presi­
dent of the agency, as he watched the 
plane gain altitude. “Now we must trust 
in him to speak to the people who can help 
respond to everything that is needed.”

Williams and other members of the 
Brotherhood Commission staff spent sev­
eral hours Nov. 8 loading the plane bound 
for the troubled Caribbean nation.

Last but not least
Bledsoe Association was the last association in the state to hold 
its annual meeting — Nov. 3 at Chestnut Grove Church, Port­
land. Pictured, from left are Director of Missions Brent Lay, Lisa 
Tuttle, First Church, Westmoreland, clerk; Jerry Chapman, 
Grace Church, vice moderator; Joe Hinkle, New Hope Church, 
moderator; and Ed Hardy, First Church, Gallatin, treasurer.

giving by Southern Baptists, 
Chapman said. “The more 
Southern Baptists see the enor­
mous challenge of reaching the 
world for Christ, the more they 
want to participate.”

Designated gifts for October 
also surpassed October of last 
year, $1,966,220, compared to 
$1,531,826, or a 28.36 percent 
increase.

The SBC Cooperative Pro­
gram total includes receipts 
from individuals, churches, and 
state conventions and fellow­
ships and restricted funds re­
ceived from state conventions 
which identify them as Cooper­
ative Program. □

The supplies were gathered and loaded 
in only 10 days after a team of Southern 
Baptists returned Oct. 21 from a six-day 
assessment visit to Haiti. While in Haiti, 
the team met with missionaries Mark and 
Peggy Rutledge and with Haitian Bap­
tists. The group formulated a plan to re­
spond to the physical and spiritual needs 
of the Haitian people. The first phase of 
the effort will focus on food distribution 
through churches.

The effort to gather supplies for the 
Haiti project is only half the story, accord­
ing to Mickey Caison, of the Brotherhood 
staff who is overseeing volunteer recruit­
ment for the project. Caison lead a team of 
construction volunteers Nov. 9 to Haiti to

Something new has been added; 
convention program goes 'drama'

Already whittled down to 
a comfortable two days of 
convention activity, this 
year’s TBC Annual Session 
will add more spice.

Messengers to the meet­
ing at Bellevue Church, sub­
urban Memphis, Nov. 15-16 
will be treated to six parts 
of a dramatic mini-series.

The importance of the 
Cooperative Program 
sparks this year’s meeting. 
Prior to each of the six ses­
sions, photo slides of the 
convention’s work will be 
shown.

The portrayals will be ac­
companied by a song writ­
ten for the drama by Bob

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — In addition 
to deciding who will run their 
country and respective states, 
voters across the nation also 
dealt with several moral issues 
Nov. 8.

Voters addressed gambling, 
physician-assisted suicide, ho­
mosexual activities, and crime.

Voters in Oregon made it 
the first state in the nation to 
exempt doctors from prosecu­
tion for assisting in suicides of 
terminally ill patients.

The Oregon measure “is a 
rejection of over 2,500 years of 
Western medical tradition,” 
said Ben Mitchell, Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission consultant on biomed­

Oldenberg, Roswell Church, 
Atlanta, who also wrote the 
script.

The Executive Board 
staff will forego departmen­
tal reports in lieu of the dra­
ma.

The presentation will 
provide definitive portrayals 
of the use of CP dollars in 
Baptist life and work.

The Bellevue drama 
team will depict the work of 
the CP. “Dollars Making a 
Difference” will utilize dra­
ma, music, and slides to tell 
the story of CP dollars 
touching the lives of one 
Tennessee Baptist pastor 
and his family. J 

begin renovating the Baptist facilities 
there. The renovation work is scheduled to 
be completed by Nov. 19, when the first 10 
person food distribution team arrives for a 
two-week tour of duty.

Already, many of the teams needed to 
do food distribution have been enlisted or 
soon will be. Caison said.

“Now we are asking for the prayers of 
Southern Baptists that God would proride 
health and safety for our team,” Caison 
said. “It will be an awesome task to get 
the job done on time under the best of con­
ditions.”

Prospective volunteers may call the 
Brotherhood Commission at 1 (8001 280- 
1891 for more information. J

ical and life issues. “Physicians 
have been healers, not killers. 
The very profession of medi­
cine is at stake in this legisla­
tion,” he said.

Meanwhile, in outcomes 
pleasing to pro-homosexual ac­
tivists, voters in Oregon and 
Idaho rejected measures to 
prohibit laws banning discrim­
ination against homosexual 
men and women. Thus, locali­
ties in the two states remain 
free to enact such laws.

The measure in Idaho, 
which lost by less than 3,000 
votes among more than 
406,000 cast, also would have 
banned promotion of the homo­
sexual lifestyle in public 
schools. The margin in Oregon 
— See Nation’s, page 2
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Observers say
Conservative

Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The Re­
publican Party swept both hous­
es of Congress Nov. 8, and ob­
servers from differing perspec­
tives agreed conservative Chris­
tians played an important role 
in the effort.

Republicans gained eight 
seats in the Senate for a 52-48 
majority. They added another 
member Nov. 9 when Sen. 
Richard Shelby, D.-Ala., an­
nounced his switch to the Re­
publican Party.

In the House, Republicans 
had won at least 49 previously 
Democratic districts for a 228- 
199 advantage by mid-day Nov. 
9, with seven races still unde­
cided. There was one indepen­
dent elected.

Republicans and some ob­
servers portrayed the dramatic 
shift in Congress as a rejection 
of President Bill Clinton and 
the policies of his administra­

Nation's voters deal with moral concerns in November ...
cent margin a measure to permit county­
level votes on certain forms of gambling, 
such as slot machines, blackjack, and pok­
er with $25 limits.

b in Minnesota narrowly defeated a 
measure providing for off-track betting on 
horse racing.

b in Colorado overwhelmingly defeated 
a measure to allow slot machines at com­
mercial airports and to nullify a constitu­
tional requirement that local voters decide 
on gambling issues in their communities.

b in South Dakota amended the state 
constitution to allow a video lottery. A 
state Supreme Court ruling in June found 
the game unconstitutional and machines 
already in place were turned off in Au­
gust, causing a state budget crisis over the 
loss of $55 million in anticipated revenue.

b and in county-by-county voting in 
South Carolina, only nine of 46 counties 
voted to ban cash payouts from popular 
video poker games.

Assessing the nation’s gambling votes, 
Paul Jones, executive director of Missis­
sippi Baptists’ Christian Action Commis­
sion and a noted gambling opponent, said 
states where gambling was defeated at

the polls are states where its opponents 
“are well organized and addressed the is­
sue from the standpoint of failed economy, 
criminal activity, infrastructure problems 
(i.e., roads, utilities, sewer system, and 
services), and its obvious addictive and 
destructive nature.”

In other key ballots around the coun­
try:

a Voters in Wyoming voted down a 
measure to prohibit abortion except in 
case where the mother’s life is in danger 
and in cases of rape or incest.

b California voters approved a “three- 
strikes-you’re out” measure guaranteeing 
life in prison for three serious or violent 
felonies, while Georgia voters banned pa­
role for murderers and people with two or 
more violent crime convictions.

b California voters also approved 
“Proposition 187,” a measure to deny il­
legal immigrants access to public school­
ing, welfare, and social services inlcud- 
ing non-emergency medical care. Several 
groups planned immediate legal chal­
lenges to the measure, which passed by a 
51-49 percent margin. □ — Art Toalston 
and Tim Nicholas

FMB to accept matching funds for work in Romania

— Continued from page 1 
was 53-47 percent.

In another homosexual related vote, 
voters in Alachua County, Fla., encom­
passing Gainesville, moved in opposite 
fashion, dropping homosexual rights from 
that county’s human rights law.

In state-by-state gambling issues, vot­
ers:

■ in Florida rejected by a 62-38 percent 
margin a proposal to permit casino gam­
bling. Nearly 50 casinos were in line to 
open had the measure passed — a total 
that would have made Florida second 
highest in number of casinos in the na­
tion.

b in Rhode Island defeated a measure 
to permit casino gambling in five cities 
and towns, including the state capital of 
Providence.

b in New Mexico approved a state lot­
tery' and legalization of video gambling by 
a 54-46 percent margin.

a in Missouri legalized slot machines 
on riverboat casinos by a 54-46 margin. 
Voters had narrowly rejected a similar 
measure in April

b in Wyoming defeated by a 68-32 per­

Baptist Press

RICHMOND — The Foreign 
Mission Board* has agreed to 
accept matching funds from a 
private foundation to fuel post­
communist evangelism in Ro­
mania.

Among other things, the 
funds could enable Romanian 
Baptists — one of the largest 
and most influential evangeli­
cal groups in Eastern Europe 
— to build up to 100 churches.

Under the program, Bap­
tists in the Eastern Europe na­
tion will provide land and 
build a foundation for each

Christians play role
tion and Democrats.

“I think this election was a 
repudiation of the Clinton 
agenda,” said James A. Smith of 
the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission. “The Republi­
cans are the beneficiaries of 
that repudiation. And if they 
fail to deliver on their promises, 
they may suffer themselves in 
the next election.”

Surveys seemed to show reli­
gious conservatives played a 
significant part in the election 
which gave Republicans control 
of both houses for the first time 
since 1946.

Exit polls showed evangelical 
Christians made up 25 percent 
of the electorate and more than 
60 percent of those voted Re­
publican, according to The 
Washington Post. In a survey 
commissioned by the Christian 
Coalition and done immediately 
after the polls closed, one-third 
of the voters identified them­
selves as religious conserva­

church. The Foreign Mission 
Board, aided by the matching 
funds, will pay $15,000 each 
for prefab construction of 
church buildings big enough to 
seat 100 people. Romanians 
tend to peg groups that wor­
ship without church buildings 
as cults.

“Southern Baptists could in­
fluence the whole course of Ro­
manian history with this many 
new churches,” said Don Kam- 
merdiener, the board’s execu­
tive vice president.

The matching funds, not to 
exceed $1 million, will come 
from the Maclellan Founda­

in changing Congress
tives. Among this group, 65 per­
cent identified themselves as 
Republicans or independent Re­
publicans, while only 21 percent 
said they were Democrats or in­
dependent Democrats.

While there were a number 
of reasons for the Republicans’ 
sweeping victory, “I think that 
the Christian right can claim a 
part of the credit for the Repub­
lican success,” said James Guth, 
professor of political science at 
Furman University in 
Greenville, S.C.

At this point, “it looks like 
the Christian Coalition had 
some very considerable impact,” 
said Guth, who participated in 
an in-depth study of the voting 
patterns of religious people in 
1992. It will be a couple of 
weeks before he can more thor­
oughly access the voting of 
evangelical Christians and oth­
er religious people, Guth said.

The Christian Coalition, 
which was founded by Pat 

tion. The foundation was 
formed in 1945 to meet physi­
cal and spiritual needs world­
wide, said Thomas McCallie, 
its executive director. It 
awards about 150 grants a 
year, totaling about $12 mil­
lion. About $6 million — all of 
it spent for evangelical causes 
— goes overseas. Another $6 
million supports Christian and 
philanthropic causes in the 
United States.

The foundation is the fruit 
of a fortune amassed through 
the Chattanooga-based Provi­
dent Life and Accident Insur­
ance Co., of America.

Robertson, “played a central 
role in what happened Tuesday 
(Nov. 8),” said Interfaith Al­
liance Director Jill Hanauer in 
a prepared statement. The In­
terfaith Alliance was begun ear­
lier this year as a counterpart to 
the Christian Coalition and oth­
er conservative religious organi­
zations. Hanauer said Robert­
son “is in a strong position to in­
fluence the legislative agenda. 
Given his extreme political 
agenda, all Americans, regard­
less of party affiliation, should 
be concerned.

Baptist Press requested 
comments from Christian Coali­
tion Executive Director Ralph 
Reed, but they were not re­
ceived before deadline. The 
coalition distributed more than 
30 million voter scorecards in 
selected states throughout the 
country. Nearly all of the 
guides, which contrasted candi­
dates on several issues, were 
distributed in churches. □

The foundation supports 
overseas Christian witness by 
funding programs to start 
churches and to train leader­
ship, McCallie said, noting 
foundation officials were im­
pressed both with Romanian 
Baptists and the FMB.

“We have appreciated what 
we have seen going on in over­
seas churches Southern Bap­
tist missionaries work with,” 
McCallie said. “The Foreign 
Mission Board has done some 
fantastic work, and we appre­
ciate its leadership around the 
world,” the foundation execu­
tive said. □
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Arkansas messengers 
consider CP, speakers
Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Arkansas 
Baptist messengers voted Nov. 1 to 
adopt a 1995 Cooperative Program 
budget of $16.6 million, including a 
slight percentage increase for South­
ern Baptist Convention causes. They 
also adopted a resolution reaffirming 
support for the Cooperative Program 
as “the exclusive means to fund our 
mission endeavors.”

The 1995 CP budget goal is a 4 
percent increase over the 1994 CP 
goal of $15.96 million. The budget 
includes 58.23 percent for total state 
programs and 41.77 percent for 
Southern Baptist Convention causes. 
State convention executive board 
president Rich Kinel, pastor of Cen­
tral Church, Magnolia, said the na­
tional CP allocation increase of 0.02 
percent reflects the percentage of 
growth in CP gifts from local church­
es.

The resolution reaffirming Cooper­
ative Program giving emphasized 
“firm support for the Cooperative 
Program as the exclusive means to 
fund our mission endeavors and ex­
press our resolve to oppose funding 
schemes and accounting methods by 
which funds to non-Cooperative Pro­
gram entities are qualified as Coop­
erative Program giving.”

Responding to a question about 
the resolution’s specific intent, reso­
lutions committee member Mark 
Brooks noted, “There is no question 
what our interest is here. In fight of 
what has recently been done in Texas 
to redefine what constitutes a Coop­
erative Program gift ... we wanted to 
simply clarify Cooperative Program 
gifts are monies given to our long­
standing Cooperative Program min­
istries.

“We are not saying that a church 
cannot give as they desire to give,” 
explained Brooks, pastor of Elmdale 
Church, Springdale. “The intent is 
simply to say what constitutes a Co­
operative Program gift.” Messengers 
adopted the resolution by a show of 
hands with scattered opposition.

During the Nov. 1-2 annual meet­
ing at Immanuel Church in Little 
Rock, messengers also approved 
long-range plans proposed by the 
convention’s “Directions 2000” com­
mittee.

A flap over the pre-convention 
Arkansas Baptist Pastors’ Confer­
ence spilled over into the conven­
tion’s miscellaneous business session. 
A decision by Pastors’ Conference 
president Wallace Edgar to invite in­
dependent Baptist pastor Jerry Fal­
well as the conference’s closing 
speaker prompted a motion calling 
for the program committees of the 
state convention and the Pastors’ 
Conference “to seek and secure on 
their programs only Southern Bap­
tists.”

Noble Wiles, pastor of First 
Church, Ash Flat, introduced the mo­
tion. ‘Tve been going to conventions 
since 1950 and listened to some solid, 
sound Southern Baptist speakers,” 
he explained.

“We don’t want Cooperative Pro­
gram funds to pay the honorariums 
of non-Southern Baptist speakers. 
We are asking the (program) commit­
tees to secure only Southern Baptists 
and Southern Baptist supporters.”

A proposal that the motion be vot­
ed on by ballot was defeated by a 
show of hands. The original motion 
failed by voice vote.

The 1994 ABSC annual meeting 
attracted a total of 1,081 registered 
messengers. □

Missouri Baptists discuss 
CP, inerrancy proposals
Baptist Press

ST. LOUIS — Cooperative Program 
concerns dominated the miscellaneous 
business discussion during the 1994 Mis­
souri Baptist Convention annual meeting. 
Messengers defeated a motion that would 
have required people to be members of 
churches that support the Cooperative 
Program before they could be nominated 
for service to boards and commissions of 
Missouri Baptist institutions. Messengers 
passed a motion calling for a study on in­
creasing the state convention’s percentage 
of CP giving from now until the year 2000.

Action was delayed until the 1995 
meeting on a motion to require people 
nominated for state convention service ac­
knowledge inerrancy of the Bible.

Earl Wood, pastor of First Church, 
Louisiana, presented the motion requiring 
nominees’ churches support the Coopera­
tive Program. He had presented the same 
motion at the 1993 annual meeting. It 
had been referred to the committee on 
continuing review, which found it did not 
conflict with the constitution, bylaws, or 
business and financial plan but made no 
recommendation on its merits.

“This motion does not exclude churches 
that want to give to the Missouri Baptist 
Convention through other avenues,” Wood 
said. He contended it affirmed CP as the 
primary vehicle for giving.

Lee Beaver, a messenger from Ed­
mundson Road Church, St. Louis, said 
some churches for years have sent money 
to the MBC with instructions that certain 
Baptist entities not receive any portion of 
it. Don Wideman, MBC executive direc­
tor, confirmed all such gifts are termed 
“designated giving,” not Cooperative Pro­
gram.

Beaver pointed out Wood’s motion

would force the nominating committee to 
exclude members of churches that desig­
nated. He pointed out nominees are not 
asked whether their churches use South­
ern Baptist Convention literature or pro­
grams, and neither should they be asked 
whether their churches give to CP.

John Hughes, pastor of First Church, 
Independence, pointed out the Southern 
Baptist Convention had dealt with a simi­
lar issue in 1994 and had decided, “Don’t 
do a litmus test of contributing through 
Cooperative Program or doing a percent­
age of Cooperative Program” as a prereq­
uisite for denominational service.

“We don’t need to go beyond our own 
constitution in making requirements to 
hold office,” Hughes said. The constitution 
requires nominees be from churches “in 
sympathy with the objects of the conven­
tion and desiring to cooperate with the 
convention ... .”

Ilie vote was taken by a show of bal­
lots and tellers determined nays outnum­
bered yeas in all sectors of the auditori­
um.

Messengers later adopted a motion 
from Auxier to instruct the MBC execu­
tive board to do a study on the Coopera­
tive Program “as to how the percentage 
given to the SBC be increased on a yearly 
basis to the year 2000.”

In the motion concerning inerrancy, 
Robert Garringer of First Church, Mem­
phis, moved to amend the bylaws of the 
convention to require members of any 
MBC committee, agency governing board, 
and commission “shall acknowledge and 
consistently demonstrate adherence to 
the principle of the full inspiration and in­
errancy of every part and every statement i 
of the Bible as it was originally written.”

The motion was referred to the com­
mittee on continuing review. J

Billy Graham to speak at 
1995 convention in Atlanta

Henry seeks nominees for committees

By Jon Walker 
Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — After 
making it a matter of prayer, 
Billy Graham confirmed he 
will speak to Southern Bap­
tists “one more time,” SBC 
President Jim Henry has an­
nounced.

Graham will address the 
Thursday morning closing ses­
sion of the June 20-22 South­
ern Baptist Convention in At­
lanta’s Georgia Dome, accord­
ing to Henry, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Orlando, Fla.

Henry, in a Nov. 9 news re­
lease, said he invited Graham 
to speak during a telephone 
conversation shortly after last 
year’s convention. Henry quot­
ed Graham as responding, “I 
would surely like to speak to 
Southern Baptists one more 

time ... . I will make it a mat­
ter of prayer.” The evangelist 
now has officially accepted the 
invitation, Henry said.

Henry said he told Graham 
during their initial phone con­
versation that he “epitomized 
the heart and soul of all who 
we are as Southern Baptists 
— concern for evangelism, 
missions, the body of Christ, 
integrity and compassion ....”

The two men also discussed 
the significance of the SBC’s 
1995 sesquicentennial celebra­
tion during the SBC meeting.

A Southern Baptist for 
nearly 60 years, Graham, now 
76, has spoken at several con­
ventions and was a messenger 
to the 1951 meeting in San 
Francisco. He has been a 
member of First Baptist 
Church, Dallas, since June 
1953. □

Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Jim Henry, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, has issued a 
letter to fellow Baptists seeking recommenda­
tions for people to serve on key committees for 
the 1995 annual meeting of the SBC, June 20- 
22 in Atlanta’s Georgia Dome.

The committees for which Henry is seeking

recommendations are the Committee on Com­
mittees, Committee on Resolutions. Tellers 
Committee, and Credentials Committee.

Henry, pastor of First Church, Orlando. 
Fla., noted a form will need to be completed for 
those being recommended, and the forms may 
be requested by writing: “Form,” Dr. Jim Hen­
ry, SBC President, First Baptist Church, 3701 
L.B. McLeod Road, Orlando. FL 32805. J

Baylor committee has nomination: report
Baptist Press

WACO, Texas — A special 
meeting of Baylor University’s 
board of regents has been 
called Nov. 17-18 to consider a 
nominee for the university’s 
presidency, the Waco (Texas) 
Tribune-Herald reported Nov. 
5.

According to the newspa­
per, “Many believe the search 
committee will recommend 
Thomas E. Corts, currently 
the president of Samford Uni­
versity in Birmingham, Ala.”

However, the newspaper 
noted, one unnamed Baylor 
professor warned “that last 
week’s rumor mill was crank­
ing out an entirely different 
name: Paul Powell,” president 
of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Annuity Board.

Baylor President Herbert 
Reynolds confirmed the spe­
cial called meeting to consider 
a nominee from the search 
committee, but he would not 
engage in any speculation 
about possible nominees.

Reynolds, 64, Baylor presi­

dent since 1981 who will retire 
May 31, 1995, confirmed a 
written notice was mailed the 
week of Oct. 31 by Gale Gal­
loway, an Austin business ex­
ecutive and newly elected 
Baylor regents chairman, call­
ing the meeting “to receive, re­
view, and fully discuss the re­
port of the Presidential Suc­
cession Committee, and. if 
deemed necessary by the re­
gents, to vote on the commit­
tee’s recommendations."

A majority vote by Baylor’s 
36 regents will be required. J
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letters opinion

a about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason. 
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or 
integrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy. 
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be 
published.

a Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

s If letter does not 
conform, it will be 
returned.

8 Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

English teacher needed
There is a critical need for 

an English teacher at the Ko­
rea Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Taejon, South Korea.

There are about 1,700 stu­
dents enrolled in the theologi­
cal university and seminary, 
all of whom testify to God’s 
call to prepare for full-time 
Christian ministry. A growing 
number of these express a call 
to mission.

With the Baptist churches 
of Korea having already sent 
out about 120 missionaries 
across the world, expectations 
are for more and more to go 
out in the future.

For almost two years an 
unfulfilled request for an 
English teacher has been at 
the Foreign Mission Board in 
Richmond.

The request is for a mature 
couple (possibly retired and in 
good health) with some expe­
rience in teaching English as 
a second language to come out 
with the International Ser­
vice Corps program and teach 
conversational English at the 
Baptist seminary.

The work would be full- 
time with five or more classes 
a week each, if a couple.

A single would also be ac­
ceptable, but the teaching 
load would be very heavy.

The seminary does not hold 
classes during July and most 
of August and during January 
and February, but English 

study groups could still be 
formed and taught during 
those times.

Anyone interested and be­
lieving that God would want 
you in Korea teaching Eng­
lish, please contact the ISC 
office of the Foreign Mission 
Board immediately.

The address is P.O. Box 
6767, Richmond, Va., 23230- 
6767; phone 1 (800) 999-2889, 
ext. 359.

The need is to have a 
teaching couple to start the 
new semester in early March 
1995.

Don McMinn, 
missionary professor

Taejon, Korea

Church growth
Recently I was involved in 

the most positive and uplift­
ing Baptist meeting I have at­
tended in years. It was a two- 
day meeting in Atlanta on 
“Church Growth with Biblical 
Integrity” sponsored by the 
Baptist Center for Ethics, 
Nashville.

The meeting, attended by 
about 300 people, featured 
some of the most influential 
authorities on church growth 
in the nation today along with 
Southern Baptist pastors who 
are leading growing churches.

Loren Mead, George 
Hunter III, and Leith Ander­
son, all familiar names among 
evangelical Christians, dis­
cussed w'ays to reach non­

Christians with the trans­
forming Gospel of Christ.

The pastor of one of the 
largest SBC churches in our 
nation, Dan Yeary, discussed 
“Growing Churches with 
Evangelistic Integrity.”

The conference was filled 
with helpful workshops deal­
ing with practical solutions to 
problems churches face.

The BCE is sponsoring a 
conference on family issues in 
Knoxville next February.

Tennessee Baptists who 
seek a positive voice of en­
couragement should plan to 
attend by contacting Robert 
Parham, (615) 383-3192.

Marvin Cameron, pastor 
West Hills Church 

Knoxville

Message in books
I write this letter to those 

intellectuals who say the 
Bible contains errors. I am re­
reading the great missionary 
Corrie Ten Boom’s book 
Tramp for the Lord. I try to 
read both of her books every 
two or three years.

As I was reading it recent­
ly, I found the answer for 
those who think the Bible 
does contain errors. They 
should read pages 112 and 
129 closely.

The Bill Gaither Video 
LandMark has an interview 
with Stuart Hamblen. He was 
the writer of the great hymn 
“It Is No Secret.” Someone 

told him, “Stuart, you did not 
write that song, God did. He 
just let you hold the pen.”

The Bible was not written 
by men. God just let them 
hold the pens. As Corrie Ten 
Boom says, the Bible is like 
chocolate. It is eaten and en­
joyed, hot picked apart bit by 
bit.

She wrote Tramp for the 
Lord in 1974.

A prayer she prayed on one 
of her mission trips to Russia 
was answered some 20 years 
later. The prayer on page 146 
of the book is, “Lord Jesus, I 
claim all of Russia for you.”

I wish she could have lived 
to see her prayer answered.

Nancy Fike 
Covington 38019

Seeks leader
The Executive Board of the 

Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist 
Convention is currently ac­
cepting applications for the 
position of executive director­
treasurer.

Please send resumes to: 
Mike Gray, Executive Board 
President, Utah-Idaho South­
ern Baptist Convention, P.O. 
Box 1039, Sandy, Utah, 
84091.

We will accept resumes un­
til Dec. 31.

Remember us in prayer as 
we seek God’s person to fill 
this position.

Mike Gray 
Sandy, Utah 84091

Salem Association 'mother church' 
celebrates 185 years of history

LIBERTY — The congregation of Salem 
Church, in Salem Association, recently ob­
served the church’s 185th anniversary.

According to a history of the church provid­
ed to members at the celebration, Salem is

considered the mother church of the region.
The following churches consider Salem as 

their founding church — New Hope, 1819; 
Enon, 1821; Goshen, 1821; Short Mountain, 
1824; Prosperity, 1837; Smithville, 1844; Indi­
an Creek, 1848; Mount Zion, 1851; Sycamore, 
1871; Coopers Chapel, 1880; Dry Creek, 1886; 
Dowelltown, 1894; and Covenant, 1977.

Approximately 270 people attended the 
church’s celebration service, according to Pas­
tor Don Mathis. He noted the church used a 
special slide presentation that recounted the 
church history.

“By the use of imagination, we were trans­
ported back in time through a time machine to 
witness how God’s spirit had directed and 
blessed Salem Church,” he noted.

* Salem was constituted as a church in 1809 
with 31 members. They were led by Cantrel 
Bethel, the church’s first pastor. The church 
has had 32 pastors in its 185-year history, in­
cluding Michael Pearson, who is now director 
of missions for Clinton Association.

The church has grown since its beginnings 
to a membership of 276 today. It has a yearly 
budget of more than $96,000 and property 
valued at $300,000.

The church budgets 10 percent of its income 
to be channeled through the Cooperative Pro­
gram.

In 1994 the church baptized four new 
members and welcomed five more by letter. □

RICKY MALONE of Salem Church, Liberty, por­
trays Cantrel Bethel, the church's first pastor.

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
November-

17 — Missionaries Mike and Janis Dietz are establishing a 
new Baptist work in Santiago where no Baptist 
church exists among the more than 1 million peo­
ple in the area.

18 — Andy and Sherry Tuttle, new missionaries working 
alongside the Dietzes to start new Baptist work in 
Santiago, are making friends and forming relation­
ships. Pray they will be able to start Bible studies 
in homes of Christians.

19—-Sherry Tuttle requests our prayers again today as 
she works in the Peragallo Center in Santiago. 
She is continuing to learn the Spanish language 
and understand the Chilean culture.

20 — Missionaries Bill and Mary Jo Geiger have returned 
to the states because of Mary Jo’s very serious 
health problem.

21 — Cathy Yinger, a home evangelist in Chile, has a 
birthday today!

22 — Alejandro Pino has a Christian radio program in La 
Serena; ask God to bring forth fruit from the pro­
gram.

23 — Betty Hart teaches English classes every Saturday 
in which half of her students are unbelievers. She 
asks for insight and creativity to reach them.
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editorial an comment

Price tag 'high' for good news, free press

staff members, for resource materials, for 
ordinary office functions such as use of 
telephones in news gathering, for costs in­
curred in traveling to report news and fea­
ture stories, for photography (including 
film, developing, and printing), for pur­
chase of supplies and equipment and the 
maintenance of cameras and word-pro­
cessing computers.

There is not much room for waste —
and there isn’t any.

The paper can be produced as sched­
uled when all factors remain stable. Un­
fortunately, the United States Postal Ser­
vice is not user-friendly in every situation.

Interested subscribers have begun ask­
ing whether the subscription rates for the 
Baptist and Reflector will be increased in 
1995.

Individual subscribers probably are not 
too concerned because any increase would 
not hurt their bank accounts.

It is the churches that have numbers of 
subscribers who are showing concern, and 
we share their feelings.

Let’s look at the total picture first.
How are the production bills paid? It 

costs more than the aver-
By Wm. age Baptist thinks it 

does. Income comes from 
Fletcher advertising and subscrip­

tions, with substantial 
Allen, help from the Coopera-

.. tive Program.
editor The finds are used for 

newsprint, printing and 
labeling, and mailing.

The funds are used for salaries of seven

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Politician to prospective 

voter: “Good morning, madam. 
I would be happy to have your 
vote for sheriff.”

Lady: “You crook, they 
should put you in the jail in­
stead of letting you run it. Get 
off my porch before I hit you 
with this broom!”

Politician to secretary: “Put 
this one down as ‘doubtful.’ ”
Take this thought

How many games have 
been won in the last of the 
ninth inning or in the last few 
seconds! Yogi Berra said it 
best: “It ain’t over til it’s over!” 
Memorize this Scripture

“Take the whole armor of 
God ... and having done all ... 
stand” (Ephesians 6:13).
Pray this prayer

“Lord, help me today to be 
faithful to my job no matter 
how hopeless the situation. 
May I realize that many have 
snatched victory from defeat 
by refusing to give up.” □

Postage rate hikes have been steady, con­
tinuous, and harmful for about 20 years. 
The cost of mailing the Baptist and Reflec­
tor weekly to its subscribers now is more 
than the weekly cost of production.

Here is the picture for 1995. Our print­
er has announced a significant increase in 
newsprint (paper) costs. The USPS in­
creased postage slightly this fall and 
promised another hike of about 20 percent 
in January.

Tennessee Baptists share with us the 
consternation of drastic increases, and we 
believe Tennessee Baptists realize that 
the subscriber must share in offsetting the 
increases.

The bottom line is this. Subscription 
costs will remain as they are until it is as­
certained exactly how much the increases 
will be and how such hikes affect the pa­
per’s rather modest budget.

We advise churches to be cautious along 

Hey, it's convention
As this edition of the Baptist and Re­

flector is in production, less than a week 
remains until Annual Session time at 
Bellevue Church, Cordova.

Messengers are meeting in a comfort­
able, beautiful, and inspiring worship cen­
ter. They are being treated with genuine 
hospitality in the buildings and in locating 
parking and other conveniences.

Messengers will be electing new officers 
and board members, and will vote on a 
1994-95 budget of $26.1 million. It’s good 
to know that stewardship and efficiency in

with us, and to be prepared for a rate in­
crease that may become necessary.

We can make three promises with cer­
tainty and candor. First, any increase will 
not be made without sufficient time for 
adjustment. Second, the quality of the pa­
per will not diminish — but will continue 
to move toward total excellence. Integrity, 
honesty, and pride in quality continue to 
be hallmarks of the paper, standards of 
longstanding.

The third promise is equally as impor­
tant as the first two. Despite the cost of 
production, regardless of the number of 
subscribers, the Baptist and Reflector will 
continue to be free from control of any 
kind, free of bias, and determined to rep­
resent all Tennessee Baptists.

This is not a hollow claim. Regardless 
of perception, the Baptist and Reflector re­
mains true to its readers as their advocate 
without favor. □

time in Tennessee
managing the 1993-94 budget resulted in 
an improved budget for Executive Board 
entities.

Next week’s paper will report on con­
vention actions — in words and photos. 
Messengers will want to keep the special 
edition of the paper being distributed this 
week. The budget is shown, along with re­
ports from all TBC ministries.

Tennessee Baptists are blessed with 
good churches, good pastors, and sound 
leadership. That is a winning combination 
for a convention of volunteers. □

Respecting differences
Last week we 

began looking at 
three major atti­
tudes in the com- 
munication 
process. Attending is essen­
tial to any effective communi­
cation. Two other important 
attitudes are affirming and 
adjusting.

Affirmation encourages the 
openness that lies at the cen­
ter of good communication, 
and discourages the closedness 
and defensiveness which ham­
pers communication.

Affirming the other person 
will involve at least three 
areas. We will concentrate on 
affirming the person, their po­
tential, and perspective.

Affirmation of the person is 
simply recognition of the 
unique individual whom God 
created and then agreeing 
with God about their special 
worth. It often helps me as I 
attempt to communicate with 
people who have hurt me or 
with whom I am angry, to re­
mind myself that this is a per­
son for whom Christ died.

God has accepted me de­
spite my ugly behavior and he 
expects me to accept others the 
same way.

I also need to affirm the

bi families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

BARKLEY

person’s potential. Every one 
of us has potential because 
God extends grace into our 
lives to enable us to become 
what he desires us to be.

One of my models for this 
attitude is the way Dr. Bill 
Bouchillon accepted 
and encouraged me in 
the area of psychology 
when I was a student at 
Union University. He 
helped me flesh out this 
concept of the power of 
potential when encour­
aged by someone.

If we want to com­
municate effectively, we must 
also affirm the other person’s 
perspective. We all tend to look 
at life through our own set of 
“filters.” The old Indian adage 
of “walking a mile in the other 
person’s moccasins” reminds 
us of the necessity of attempt­
ing to to see from the other 
person’s point of view.

Reflective statements such 
as, “I understand you to be 
saying...” or “that seems to 
mean...” help us to get into the 
other person’s train of thought 

or point of view.
Because of the 

differences in per­
sonalities and 
points of view, it is 

also necessary for us to ad­
just.

Our individual differences 
are accentuated by our own 
egocentrism and ethnocen­
trism. Egocentrism is our in­
ability, rather than our unwill­

ingness, to see from 
the other person’s per­
spective.

Ethnocentrism is 
our personal prejudice 
toward the way that 
we were socially and 
culturally affected by 
our own upbringing.

Due to these differ­
ences we have to make adjust­
ments in direction and desti­
nation of communication.

At times we must consider 
that we are traveling in differ­
ence directions to the same 
destination. There are other 
times when we must acknowl­
edge that we are traveling to 
different destinations. Both de­
cisions affect the way I com­
municate, but consideration of 
these issues makes my com­
munication intentional instead 
of accidental. □

w one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Hanging crooked
What do you do when you 

enter a room and see some of 
the wall pictures hanging 
crooked?

Some of us have a compul­
sion to hang the picture 
straight, or at least to suggest 
such a correction.

I was thinking that way a 
few days ago as I journeyed 
east for my 40th college class 
reunion. How will they look, I 
thought. How will they act, 
these friends of mine from the 
______ halls of yester- 

day?
Mentally I 

did some por- 
tra^ straight- 
ening. I will 

to see 
jy them as they

---------—------- were, and they 
ALLEN-won’t be the

same, I thought.
We joined the group in a 

beautiful banquet room on 
campus. Well, I surely did 
mentally rearrange that room; 
nothing that fine had graced 
the old Furman campus where 
I studied, ate, and slept.

With a little help from 
name tags with college days 
photos draped around our 
necks, we recognized each oth­
er, and it was comforting!

No mental picture-straight­
ening, no guessing: names 
matched faces. I realized that 
indeed these friends of mine 
had not grown older. They had 
grown wiser, mature.

Sitting around the tables, 
we reminisced. There was talk 
about the pranks and football 
games, dates and celebrations.

When it was time for each 
to explain a turning point in 
life, most of us said that the 
values of the university, the 
remarkable faculty, changed 
us for good.

This is a testimony for an 
institution of higher learning. 
The classroom experiences 
which are remembered most, 
at least for many of us, came 
as we “drank from wisdom’s 
fountain pure.”

The lectures, the labs, the 
later hours of studying — all 
of these it seems, were not re­
ally so difficult. Applying what 
we learned in knowledge and 
from the values of the school 
offers benefits even now, four 
decades later.

Straightening the pictures 
started even then. Life was 
sorted out. Higher education 
can take a lesson from that. A 
very good lesson.
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'Culture barrier' hinders Gospel's growth: speakers
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA — The biggest barrier to the Gospel 
message is often the messenger, says church growth 
specialist and author George Hunter III.

“Our church subculture has erected dozens of bar­
riers that separate many people from the possibility of 
becoming disciples,” said Hunter, professor at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, a Methodist school in Wilmore, 
Ky. “Virtually all these barriers are essentially cultur­
al barriers and have little or nothing to do with the 
faith once delivered to the saints.’ ”

Many non-Christians confuse the message of Chris­
tianity with the “distinct subculture” of church people, 
Hunter said. “They think that you have to dress, talk, 
and act ‘that way and learn to enjoy, say, 18th centu­
ry German pipe organ music before you can become a 
Christian.”

Hunter, author of How to Reach Secular People, 
spoke to an October conference on “Church Growth 
with Biblical Integrity,” sponsored by the Baptist 
Center for Ethics. The meeting, held at Dunwoody 
Church in Atlanta, drew 285 registrants from 115 
Southern Baptist churches in 19 states.

In his research, Hunter said, three-fourths of 
unchurched people say the cultural barrier keeps 
them from considering Christianity. Even half of the 
unchurched people who eventually become Christians 
say the culture barrier almost kept them from faith in 
Christ, he added.

There are other barriers to faith, Hunter noted, in­
cluding hearts that are “not open to the Gospel’s ap­
peal.” But, he said, “the largest and most widespread 
barrier that we have any control over that keeps peo­
ple from faith is the culture barrier.”

Leith Anderson, an author and Baptist pastor from 
suburban Minneapolis also spoke.

“I feel culture is a friend of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ,” he said. Christians are called to combine exe­
gesis with ethnology — that is, biblical insight with 
the study of culture — said Anderson.

Such a synthesis is the pattern of the New Testa­
ment, said Anderson, pastor of Wooddale Church in

S Creating culturally rele- 
vant churches carries the 
risk of accommodation.

— Leith Anderson,author and
Baptist pastor, suburban Minneapolis

Eden Prairie, Minn. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
each adapts the Gospel message to a different audi­
ence, he said.

The Apostle Paul’s commitment to “be all things to 
all men” represents cultural adaptation of the Gospel 
message, Anderson said.

Christians who view culture as the enemy tend to 
isolate themselves from society, removing the Gospel 
from the marketplace, Anderson said. While modern 
culture may be “tainted by sin,” he said, it is not in­
herently evil. It is “the pattern of ways in which peo­
ple relate to one another.”

Creating culturally relevant churches carries the 
risk of accommodation, when the Gospel is merged so 
thoroughly with the world that you can’t tell them 
apart, Anderson warned.

The two-day conference included small-group work­
shops on contemporary worship, transitional commu­
nities, servant leadership, and other topics.

“Baby-boomer and buster pastors are urgently 
seeking positive, practical, and non-political resources 
which can advance their ministries and empower 
their churches,” said Robert Parham, executive direc­
tor of BCE in Nashville.

Integrity in church growth has many facets, speak­
ers said. Among them:

■ Evangelism integrity. A church must not be so 
consumed with winning people to Christ that it fails 
to win them through love and nurture them to matu­
rity, said Dan Yeary, who last year became pastor of 
the 24,000-member North Phoenix (Ariz.) Church, 
considered the largest Baptist congregation in the 

West. “I believe the church must walk with two- 
legged integrity” — evangelism and discipleship — he 
said.

Although the Phoenix church has baptized 6,000 
people since 1986 — “more baptisms than any church 
of any kind” — less than a fourth of those converts at­
tended the church in the past 24 months, Yeary said.

■ Conversion integrity. Conversion is not mono­
lithic, said Bill Leonard, chairman of the religion de­
partment at Samford University in Birmingham, Ala. 
Leonard outlined five distinct views of conversion — 
planned conversion, lordship conversion, marketing 
conversion, positive-thinking conversion, and proposi­
tional conversion.

The trend of re-baptism among Southern Baptists 
demonstrates current confusion over “what it means 
to be and say Christian,” Leonard said.

■ Ethical integrity. Ethical church growth be­
gins with ethical ministers, said Joel Snider, pastor 
of Crievewood Church in Nashville. Rather than 
an ethical “checklist” to evaluate growth strategies, 
Snider prescribed three personal ethics for ministers: 
The ethic of work — “If you’re not willing to work, you 
will be looking for a cheap trick or the right gimmick.” 
The ethic of stewardship — “It is not my church. It is 
not your church. It is the church of Jesus Christ.” The 
ethic of love — “Growing a church is not a game or a 
competition or an ego stroke. It’s about loving people.”

■ Worship integrity. “People were made to wor­
ship, said Paul Basden, pastor of Brookwood Church 
in Birmingham. Church growth is more than num­
bers, Basden said. It is “growing up,” that is, matur­
ing spiritually, and “growing out,” through evange­
lism and missions.

■ Spiritual integrity. “Empty pews are not our 
problem but empty people in our pews,” said Gary 
Furr, pastor of Vestavia Hills Church in Birmingham. 
Church growth in a market-oriented society must 
heed the spiritual hunger people feel and not see 
those yearning for God as merely “another potential 
customer,” Furr warned.

A conference on the family is planned by BCE for 
Feb. 27-28, 1995. □

Analysis
Movie Reporter reviews current films, videos

By Phil Boatwright 
Baptist Press

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. 
— This Movie Reporter column 
has not been designed to pro­
mote movies. But since the en­
tertainment industry is a mul- 
ti-billion-dollar-a-year business, 
it cannot be ignored. Even if 
you do not believe in movie at­
tendance, it is necessary for 
Christians to be informed.

E Natural Born Killers — 
Woody Harrellson, Juliette 
Lewis. Brutal drama — R (it 
didn’t miss being NC-17 by 
much — horrific amounts of 
profanity, obscenity, cruelty, 
perversion, violence, nudity, in­
cest, murder, and sexual situa­
tions).

Oliver Stone’s attempt to 
rightfully berate America’s pre­
occupation with the underbelly 
of society. Here he castigates 
the media’s glamorization of a 
serial-killing couple that, as one 
critic puts its, “makes Bonnie 
and Clyde look like Ozzie and 
Harriet.” His work assaults, 
pummeling the viewer with 
vileness, rather than exposing 
the problem.

Let me assure the reader 
that I will rarely include R-rat- 
ed material in this column. But 
how can we censure a film if we 
know nothing of its substance?

s Princess Caraboo. 
Phoebe Cates, Wendy Hughes, 
Kevin Kline, Stephen Rea. Fan­
tasy. PG (three or four exple­
tives). A misplaced person in 
the 1800s is taken in by a 
British couple who come to be­
lieve she is a princess. Charm­
ing, witty, delightful. Video Al­
ternative — the ’56 version 
with Ingrid Bergman.

■ A Simple Twist of Fate. 
Steve Martin, Gabriel Byrne, 
Catherine O’Hara. Comedy/ 
drama — PG-13, (two or three 
obscenities, drug use — but it is 
definitely an anti-drug theme 
— brief violence, drinking — 
but it shows that alcohol is not 
the solution to a broken heart). 
This is not a typical Steve Mar­
tin comedy. In rare form, he 
portrays a bitter, miserly car­
penter brought out of his her­
mit-like existence by an infant 
girl who toddles into his house 
— and heart — after her moth­
er overdoses in his front yard.

Occasionally forced, but re­

plete with perception, humor, 
and pathos. Perhaps a little 
heavy for young ones, but a 
true pleasure for those wishing 
more from a movie than car 
chases and exploding buildings.

■ Terminal Velocity. 
Charlie Sheen, Nastassja Kin­
ski. Action/adventure. PG-13 
(profanity and obscenity sprin­
kled throughout, a couple of 
crude sexual comments, vio­
lence — including murder). A 
sky-diving instructor gets in­
volved with a beautiful Russian 
spy in this unsuccessful at­
tempt to one-up this past sum­
mer’s hit, “Speed.” Some great 
action sequences and a few 
memorable lines are sunk by 
bad photography, lackluster
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performances, and a preposter­
ous story.

The latest trend in this 
genre — forget character devel­
opment or plausibility, simply 
make the soundtrack deafen­
ing, add one or two never-done- 
before special effects and viola 
— instant money-maker. If you 
would like action and sub­
stance, try these Video Alterna­
tives: “Lawrence of Arabia,” 
“Spartacus,” “Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade” (Cau­
tion: Contains a profanity, but 
the culprit is reprimanded for 
using God’s name in vain) or 
“The Guns of Navarone.”
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h Interiors of Nashville
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The Movie Reporter is a peri­
odic feature provided by Baptist 
Press. Boatwright, a Southern 
Baptist, is editor and film review­
er for “The Movie Reporter 
Newsletter” and author of How 
To Choose a Good Video Every 
Time, Volumes 1 and 2. □
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features
Dyer Association assists^ starts local ministry

Dyersburg church begins, sponsors congregation in India
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

DYERSBURG — It’s not uncommon 
for fellow Baptists to respond to one an­
other’s needs — unless it takes them to 
the other side of the world.

But after Baptists in Dyer Baptist As­
sociation got to know Bansi Brahmbhatt, 
a native of India, that’s exactly what 
happened.

Brahmbhatt joined Hillcrest Church 
in Dyersburg about two years ago. His 
family, who followed him from India six 
months later, joined too.

As West Tennesseans got to know 
Brahmbhatt, they learned he had been a 
Christian for 25 years and had paid a 
price for his beliefs and his rejection of 
the Hindu religion. He had been exclud­
ed from his family and even received a 
death threat from one member.

But he had not stopped trying to 
share his faith with them, said Danny 
O’Guin, pastor of Hillcrest Church. And 
his enthusiasm to reach fellow Indians 
has been caught by Dyer Association 
Baptists.

In Tennessee, Brahmbhatt started a 
Bible study for Indians. One measure of 
its success was a dinner hosted by the 

association last year. It 
drew 168 Indians from as 
far away as 175 miles, re­
ported Joe Naylor, director 
of missions of Dyer Associa­
tion.

But Brahmbhatt had an­
other burden — his people 
back home.

He kept saying, “You 
must go to India and 
preach to my people. We 
must take a team,” recalled 
O’Guin.

In September a team of 
six Tennesseans, including 
Brahmbhatt, worked in In­
dia. The team included five 
members of Hillcrest
Church and John Draper, director of 
missions programs, Shelby County Bap­
tist Association, who had supported 
Brahmbhatt’s ministry in West Ten­
nessee by directing Indians in the Mem­
phis area to the activities in Dyersburg.

The team worked in Brahmbhatt’s 
home state in northwest India. They led 
services in a church and in open-air situ­
ations, often from the tailgate of a truck, 
reported O’Guin. They worked part of 
the time with Operation: Mobilization, a

PREACHING IN INDIA is Danny O’Guin, left, pastor, Hillcrest 
Church, Dyersburg, with interpreter Bansi Brahmbhatt, a member of 
the church and deacon.

Christian organization doing evangelism 
there.

Team members were shocked by the 
response of Indians to their visits. Hun­
dreds would crowd together to hear their 
message and receive literature, said 
O’Guin. From 400-600 Indians attended 
the church services, he added.

In Ahmedabad, a city of four million, 
the team met Arun Joseph, a friend of 
Brahmbhatt. Although the city has sev­
eral evangelistic churches, it has no Bap­

tist church, reported O’Guin. 
And Joseph, a graduate of 
Union Bible College there, 
already had a group meeting 
in his home for Bible study 
and was interested in becom­
ing a Baptist.

O’Guin baptized him in a 
river which flowed through 
the city, drawing a crowd of 
on-lookers, he added. And 
the team decided to help him 
nurture a Baptist congrega­
tion.

Hillcrest members plan to 
return to Ahmedabad in six 
months to constitute the 
church and ordain Joseph, 
reported O’Guin.

After participating in his first mis­
sions trip, O’Guin recommends missions 
work to any church, adding it made him 
more missions-minded and energized his 
congregation for missions. Hillcrest, 
which has an average Sunday School at­
tendance of 300, gave $8,000 toward the 
effort while the association gave $2,000.

Naylor credits the Experiencing God 
study in preparing Dyer Association 
Baptists for the local and overseas min­
istries. □

DOMs set retirement
For Baptist and Reflector

Charles D. Earl, director of missions, Hol­
ston Valley Baptist Association, and Frank 
Evans, DOM, Robertson County Association, 
have announced their retirements at the end 
of the year.

Earl has served in Holston Valley for 10 
years and Evans has worked in that role in 
Robertson County for 13 years.

Earl was a pastor for 28 years before com­
ing to his current role. He helped lead Blue 
Springs Church, Rutledge; First New 

Tazewell, Tazewell; First 
Church, Bluff City; Lyons 
Creek Church, Knoxville; 
and First Church, Loudon. 
He also has participated in 
missions work in Burkina 
Faso, Venezuela, the Philip­
pines, Chile, France, Korea, 
Brazil, and Russia.

In denominational work, 
Earl has served on the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Executive Board where he 
was chairman of the admin­
istrative (now executive) 
committee and the Baptist 
and Reflector board of direc­
tors.

Evans, who will begin 
Jan. 1 leading Rock Springs

Church, Greenbrier, as pastor, served on the 
staffs of other churches before leading 
Robertson County Association.

He was pastor of Bethel Church, Green­
brier; First Church, Flintville; Oakland 
Church, Springfield; and was associate pas­
tor of Center Point Church, Springfield. He 
also served on the TBC Committee on 
Arrangements. □

EARL

EVANS

First Church, Woodbury, observes sesquicentennial
For Baptist and Reflector

WOODBURY — To celebrate its 150th an­
niversary, First Church, Woodbury, gathered 
during the afternoon of Oct. 16 to hear its his­
tory and both contemporary and historic music.

Member William Jennings reported a “color­
ful, painful, and beautiful” history'.

Most of the first members were poor women 
and slaves, he noted. Receipts in the past year 
will be more than gifts in the first 110 years of 
its history, said Jennings.

Larry' Richards noted its articles of constitu­
tion included one imposing a democratic 
process on every decision. He also said one 
well-known figure in its history is J.M.D. 
Cates, who was pastor five different times and 
helped found the Baptist and Reflector.

The Baptist and Reflector received obituar­
ies from the church during the first half of the 
20th century. An excerpt from one follows:

“She was ripe grain ready to be garnered 
and her Heavenly Father sent his messengers 
to bear her to his upper garner.” □

SINGING DURING THE CELEBRATION are, from left, first row. 
Bradley Campbell, Keith Goza: second row, Wesley Campbell, Patrick 
Jennings: and third row, Joshua Vance, Matthew Vance, and Justin 
Vance. — Photos by Connie Davis

FORMER PASTOR Bobby Zumbro of Manchester, who served the 
church for 18 years, visits with Cora Erwin, middle, and Kathryn 
Sadler, a former member now of Frankfort, Ky.

PRESENTING a plaque from the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Historical Society is Thurman 
Seber, right, director of missions, Salem Associa­
tion, to Kevin Goza. middle, pastor, and Harold 
Vinson, chairman of deacons.
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Tennesseans return from Togo to serve at Union
By Keith Currey
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — Dale and 
Gaye Lynn Coleman have re­
turned home to Tennessee for 
their first furlough from mis­
sions work in Togo, West 
Africa, to serve as missionar- 
ies-in-residence at Union Uni­
versity, Jackson.

But they won’t quit missions 
work while here, explained 
Gaye Lynn.

“We’re sharing a vision for 
missions,” she said. “God has a 
mission for everyone, whether 
it’s here or across the world. 
We’re here to encourage people 
to follow whatever call they 
may have.”

The Colemans are the fourth 
missionary family to occupy 
Union’s missionary house. The 
missionary-in-residence pro­
gram began in 1991 as a ser­
vice of Union and West Ten­
nessee associations to church­
es.

Missionaries-in-residence 
spend furloughs promoting 
missions. When not on the

THE COLEMANS, from left, Rebekah, Dale, Gaye Lynn, and Ja­
cob, pose on the campus.
road, the family works with 
Union students, providing 
counseling, in-service guidance 
seminars, and leading chapel 
services. The Colemans also 
teach a class on missions.

The vision the Colemans 
share began when the couple 
were youth at First Church, 
McKenzie. Dale and Gaye were 
very involved in church, said 
John Adams, vice president of 
religious affairs at Union who 
was pastor of the church at 
that time. However, both were 
content in their roles as laypeo- 

ple until they sensed calls to 
career missions during sepa­
rate volunteer trips.

Adams recalled that Dale 
Coleman went on a mission 
trip to Brazil for two weeks 
when he was 24 years old.

“All he could talk about 
when he returned was becom­
ing a missionary,” Adams said.

Adams noted the Colemans 
had so many obstacles to over­
come before they could be mis­
sionaries including the fact nei­
ther had been to college.

Despite advice from several 

people not to pursue their goal, 
the Colemans persisted.

“Their story is evidence that 
with God all things are possi­
ble,” Adams said.

“Our experiences as volun­
teers are a big reason why we 
believe so strongly in volunteer 
missions,” Gaye said. “God can 
open up so many doors through 
these opportunities,”

After experiencing a call to 
career missions and spending 
four years as missionaries, the 
Colemans are sharing their in­
sights with others who deal 
with similar calls.

“Career missions is not for 
everyone, but it is so worth­
while for those who are faithful 
to their call,” Dale said. “By 
sharing our experiences, both 
good and bad, we can help oth­
ers affirm their call.”

The Colemans look forward 
to returning to their work in 
June, but for now savor the 
comforts of living in the United 
States. They look forward to 

f/i/o a// //ic QPotM...

enjoying renewed relationships 
as do their children, Rebekah, 
age 16, and Jacob, 13. □

IT’S 
HERE!

BapYist 
Hymnal 
Indices

The new reference work for both profes­
sional and amateur Baptist musicians. 
The easy way to locate hymns, compare 
hymnals, and increase your knowledge 
of the Baptist musical heritage. All in a 
first edition softcover book you will be 
proud to own.

YBI Please rush______ copies of Baptist 
Hymnal Indices at S10.00 each (includes 
shipping and handling). TN residents add 
66^ each for sales tax. If for any reason 1 
am dissatisfied with the book(s), 1 may 
return for a full refund within ten days of 
the date of purchase.
Name___________________ __________g
Address__ _________________ _
City __ ____________________________
State ___________ Zip
MAIL ORDER WITH CHECK PAYABLE TO;

GLORY PRESS
P.O. Box 2758-B, Cleveland. TN 37320

Associate editor's mother dies in South Carolina
Ruth Wilkey, 60, mother of 

Lonnie Wilkey, associate edi­
tor of the Baptist and Reflec­
tor, died at her home in Mari­

etta, S.C. Nov. 7. The funeral 
was held at Lima Church, 
Travelers Rest, S.C.

Other family include her

father and stepmother, 
Howard and Margaret Wilkey 
of Marietta, a sister, and two 
brothers. □

Thank you, Tennessee Baptists
Bringing The World To Christ

Through Education 
Since 1880.

The King’s Academy
CO-ED, ACCREDITED, INTERNATIONAL, BOARDING/DAY

HCBA 
PREACHERS 

SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL

OPERATIONS OF

CHILHOWEE 
RETREAT/ 

CONFERENCE 
CENTER

Prepare For 
Ministry

Florida Baptist Theological 
College is a Bible based, 
evangelistic institution of 
higher learning. If God has 
called you please call us.

1-800-328-2660

HARRISON-CHILHOWEE 
—BAPTIST ACADEMY-

202 SMOTHERS ROAD, SEYMOUR, TN 37865-9169 (615) 573-8321 
Walter Grubb, President

PO. Box 1306, Graceville, FL 32440 
A Florida Baptist Convention Institution
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Tennessee features

Foreign missionaries —
For Baptist and Reflector

RICHMOND — Eight men 
and women with strong Ten­
nessee ties were among 98 re- 
tiring'Southem Baptist foreign 
missionaries this year.

Foreign Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin recent­
ly paid tribute to the 98 re­
tirees, one of 
the largest 
such groups in 
memory.

The retir­
ing missionar­
ies were hon­
ored in Octo­
ber at Hatcher 
Memorial 
Church, Rich­
mond.

The re­
tirees served 
a combined to­
tal of 2,805 
years on the 
mission fields 
in about 40 

BLOUNT

countries.
As the 

Apostle Paul 
said to the 
Ephesian 
brethren at 
the end of his 
third mission­
ary journey, 
they too could 
say they have 
served in “hu­
mility ... and 
with many 
tears and tri­
als,” Rankin 
said. “In hu­
mility you en­
dured because 
you depended 

CRENSHAW

CRENSHAW

FLEET

HOGLEN

EMANUEL

on God in your inadequacy.”
The tears came for the lost, 

followed by tears of joy when 
the lost found Christ — and fi­
nally by tears of parting, as 
when Paul told his beloved 
Ephesians, “You shall see my 
face no more.”

“That was difficult wasn’t 
it?” Rankin asked the mission­
aries about the day they re­
turned to the United States.

But celebration overtook the 
grief of saying goodbye as the 
missionaries told of the Chris­
tians they left behind.

Among those retirees with 
strong Tennessee connections 
were:

Martha Ann Blount — 
Blount was born in Houston, 
Texas, but considers Nashville 
her hometown. She attended 
Maryville College, Maryville, 
and earned a master’s degree 
from George Peabody College 
for Teachers (now part of Van­
derbilt University), Nashville. 
Before going on the mission 
field she served as a teacher in 

the Nashville school system. 
Blount was appointed in 
March 1966 and served 
throughout her career in dif­
ferent locations throughout 
Brazil. She will live in Nash­
ville during retirement.

J. Wesley and Valeria 
Vaughn Crenshaw — The 
Crenshaws will retire in

March 1995 
after serving 
in Germany 
since 1984. 
Both consider 
Troy their 
hometown and 
both are grad­
uates of Union 
U niversity, 
Jackson. Cren­
shaw served 
as pastor of 
three Ten­
nessee church­
es before mis­
sionary service 
— Bruces 
Chapel, Ridg- 
ley; Bethel 
Church, Troy; 
and Beulah 
Church, Union 
City. He has 
been pastor of 
an English- 
language 
church in 
Numberg, Ger­
many, while 
his wife has 
been a church 
and home 
worker. The 
Crenshaws 
will live in 
Bradenton, 
Fla.

Mary Lou 
native of Ken­

WYATT

Emanuel — A
tucky, Emanuel earned a mas­
ter of science degree from the 
University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville. She and her hus­
band, Wayne, served as mis­
sionaries in Japan. The 
Emanuels will live in 
Knoxville during retirement.

Ray T. Fleet — The Mem­
phis native and his wife, Ruby, 
retired after serving 30 years 
as missionaries in Brazil. He 
served in various areas. Prior 
to his retirement he was pro­
fessor of religious education 
and music at the seminary in 
Sao Paulo. His pre-missionary 
experience included time as a 
music and education worker 
for Beverly Hills Church, 
Memphis. The Fleets will live 
in Dallas.

Wilburn C. and Betty Miller 
Hoglen — The Hoglens retired 
this year after serving 25 years 
in Venezuela and Paraguay. 
Mrs. Hoglen is a native of 
Union County and also lived in 
Maryville. Both she and her

98, including Tennesseans — retire
husband graduated from Car­
son-Newman College. The cou­
ple will live in Maryville.

Joyce Cope Wyatt — The 
Rogersville native and her hus­

band, Roy, a native of North 
Carolina, served for 40 years 
as missionaries in Spain, 
Chile, and Colombia. She re­
ceived a bachelor’s degree from

Lincoln Memorial University, 
Harrogate and taught school in 
Knoxville before becoming a 
missionary. The Wyatts will 
live in Earl, N.C. J

Share Pride
in our Tennessee Baptist Colleges

Carson-Newman is proud 

to serve the Baptist 

families of Tennessee, 

offering a high quality 

Christian education 

at a reasonable cost.

Carson-Newman is....

Ranked as one of the Top Ten regional 
liberal arts colleges in the South by U.S. 
News & World Report. Ranked fifth in 
the Best Colleges Guide on the Best 
Values list, and ranked fourth on the 
Most Efficient list.

Linked to Advanced Technology through 
a Campus Computer Network.

Cited as a "Model for the Nation” for its 
Laboratory’ for Learning.

Noted for exceptionally high placement 
into law. medicine, and other graduate 
programs and for nursing graduates who 
achieved 100 percent passing rate on 
state hoard exams for the third consecu 
five year.

But the most important reason to be 
proud of ('arson Newman cannot be 
measured.... The Spiritual 
Commitment of its Students and 
Faculty.

\\ hen the former Soviet Union opened 
its doors, the first missions team to 
build <i church in Leningrad included the 
president of the Carson Newman Baptist 
Student Union. Only months before the 
crisis in Haiti fully erupted. Carson 
Newman students and faculty were there 
to spread the Hope of Jesus Christ. And 
when lepers in a secluded colony in 
China touched the hand of the first per 
son (hey had seen in four decades, it was 
that of a Carson Newman student or fac 
ulty member who was there to give the 
Love of our Lord.

Your support ol Tennessee Baptist 
Colleges and the partnership between 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, (he 
Churches and the Colleges of Tennessee 
have made all of this possible. Thank 
you for your continued belief in the 
mission of Christian Higher Education.

CARSON-NEWMAN COLLEGE
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Laypeople give momentum to Baptist work
By Elizabeth Young 
For Baptist Press

Editor’s Note: This is the fifth part in a 12-part se­
ries in “The Spirit of Southern Baptists, 1845-1995,” 
produced by the SBC Historical Commission.

NASHVILLE — “Here’s the church. Here’s the 
steeple. Open the doors and there are all the peo­
ple.” Without “all the people” through the years in 
all the churches, the Southern Baptist Convention 
wouldn’t be what it is today.

“In the beginning virtually every initiative of 
Southern Baptist advance — Bible 
teaching, social ministries, 
mission support and 
education, expan­
sion into new
areas — rose on 
the shoulders of 
committed lay­
men who caught a 
vision and met a 
need before there was 

The Spirit of

any organized professional 
structure to carry it along,” wrote Glendon 
McCullough, the late executive director of the 
Southern Baptist Brotherhood Commission.

It is in keeping with Baptist theology that 
laypeople have played an important role in South­
ern Baptist history. The doctrine of the priesthood 
of the believer means not only that each individual 
has direct access to God but also every Christian 
has a responsibility as a minister.

From a practical standpoint, it takes “all the peo­
ple” to do God’s work. Never would it have been 
possible to employ enough people to do all the work. 
The church’s ministry has been greatly multiplied 

as laypeople have ministered in the world where 
they live and work. Southern Baptist territory ex­
panded from the South to the West and North fol­
lowing the movement of Baptist laypeople to those 
areas.

Other “movements of the people” in Southern 
Baptist history have included the development of 
Sunday School, Discipleship Training (which began 
as Baptist Young People’s Union in 1895), Woman’s 
Missionary Union, and Brotherhood (which began 
as the Laymen’s Missionary Movement).

Through the years, ministry opportunities for 
laypeople have expanded. For example, the role of 

deacon has grown from serving
primarily as church busi­

ness manager to to- 
day’s sharing in

Southern Baptists 1845-1995
the pastoral ministries of the 

church. Another door was flung open with 
the development of Mission Service Corps in 1977. 
Today, countless opportunities exist for lay volun­
teers to serve in missions both at home and abroad.

An examination of the significance of Southern 
Baptist laypeople would be incomplete without also 
assessing their role on the national level of the de­
nomination. Here, at times, the picture is less posi­
tive. “While talking of a priesthood of the believer, 
in practice our boards, agencies, and politics have 
been dominated by the clergy,” wrote one pastor in 
1988.

For women, especially, progress has been slow. It 

wasn’t until 1918 — 73 years after the convention 
was formed — women were officially allowed to be 
messengers. Disagreement still exists over the role 
of women as leaders in ministry.

Laypeople do have entree to positions of leader­
ship within the convention. The convention bylaws 
stipulate all convention committees, boards, and 
commissions are to include both ordained and 
laypeople, with no more than two-thirds of the 
members being from either group. In addition, the 
Committee on Nominations includes two people, 
one a layperson, from each state.

In its almost 150 years, seven laymen have 
served as president of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention.

Owen Cooper, the most recent (1972-74), wrote in 
1985, “There are not enough challenging opportuni­

ties for service in many 
Baptist churches. A broad 
spectrum of activities 
needs to be developed in 
the local church, associa­
tion, state convention, and 
by many agencies of the

Southern Baptist Convention where provisions are 
made for lay ministers to perform their duties as 
priests in the organizational structure of our de­
nomination.”

As Southern Baptists approach the 150th anniver­
sary of their denomination, it is appropriate for clergy 
and laity alike to be reminded it is “all the people” 
who have made the Southern Baptist Convention 
what it is today. And it will take “all the people” to 
fulfill our God-given task tomorrow. □

To receive free guidelines and to purchase re­
sources to help celebrate the SBC’s 150th anniver­
sary, write the SBC Historical Commission, 901 Com­
merce St., Suite 400, Nashville, Tenn., 37203-3630.

What Makes
Union

University 
Different?

Academic Excellence 
Christian Commitment 

Individual Attention

There is an explicit difference between Union University and other public 
and private colleges. Our mission is to offer students a quality program of strong 
academics in a setting that is unapologetically Christian.

At Union, Christianity and education complement rather than compete. 
And our students know it. They know it when a faculty member prays for the 
class before a big exam or listens to a student’s fears about life after graduation. 
They know it when other students take time from their hectic schedules to share 
Christ with underpriveleged children. They know it when an alumnus returns to 
Union because that’s where he learned to be a successful Christian businessman, 
teacher, artist, nurse or pastor.

What makes Union University different? Let’s take a look at 1993-94:

• While digging into their pockets to pay their tuition, students dug a little deeper
to raise over $71,000 for missions.

• Since 1991 students and faculty have financed and built four Habitat for Humanity 
houses providing shelter and security to a needy family.

• In January 50 students, faculty, alumni and community volunteers teamed up 
for a medical, dental and evangelistic mission to Honduras, Central America.

• Over 300 students, faculty and staff participated in some type of missions or 
ministry work resulting in 603 professions of faith.

• Even though Union students were very busy, academics remained a top priority. 
The freshman ACT average rose to 24; the freshman retention rate was 87%; 
almost 100% of our graduate nurses and teachers passed their state licensing 
requirements; and 423 students graduated in 1994, one of the largest classes 
in Union’s history.

What makes Union different? See for yourself by ordering the free video, 
What Makes Union University Different?” for your church. To order contact the 

Office of Public Relations, Union University, 2447 Highway 45 By-Pass, Jackson, 
Tennessee or call toll-free at 1-800-338-6644.
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TenneScene an the people, their work

■ the people ■ the leaders

■ Marijohn Wilkin of 
Buckhorn Music Publishing in 
Nashville received the distin­
guished alumni award of Har­
din-Simmons University, Abi­
lene, Texas, Oct. 28. Wilkin, a 
member of the class of 1940, 
was awarded one of three such 
awards. She is involved in many 
areas of the music business and 
has received the Dove Award of 
the Gospel Music Association.

MEMBERS OF WESTOVER CHURCH, Jackson, dedicate the 
church’s new sign Oct. 23.

■ Giles Creek Church, 
Smyrna, has called David 
Swain of Smyrna as pastor, 
effective Oct. 23.

■ Dan Mallette has been 
called as pastor of Rucker 
Church, Murfreesboro.

■ Eagleville Church, Ea­
gleville, has called Tim Fisher 
as pastor.

■ Adrian Jones, pastor, 

Oak View Church, Rocky 
Mountain, N.C., has been 
called as pastor of Chapman 
Grove Church, Kingston, effec­
tive Nov. 27. John Burleson, re­
tired pastor, Dixie Lee Church, 
Lenoir City, served as interim 
pastor.

■ Luther Poteet is serving 
as pastor of Ocoee Missionary 
Church, Old Fort.

■ Terry L. Kirby has been 
called as pastor of First 
Church, Dover, effective Oct. 2. 
He is a graduate of the Univer­
sity of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
and Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

HOLDING GIFT BALLOONS AND POSING at the Acteens exhibit 
for the recent missions fair of First Church, Lexington, are, from left, 
first row, Melinda Overton and Amy Miller; and second row, Annette 
Miller, Linda Smith, Debra Fesmire, and Stephanie Lofton. Directing 
a sponge throwing target game at the RA exhibit is Clint Smith, left, 
with target Bill Smith and participant Stephen Williams. The missions 
fair was directed by the WMU of the church and included Mississippi 
River Ministry, partnership missions, Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes, Beech River Association, and the disaster relief unit of 
Hardeman County Baptist Association. It drew about 300 people.

■ The West Tennessee Pas­
tors Conference meets Tues­
day, Dec. 6, at Union Univer­
sity, Jackson. The meeting is 
open to all pastors and wives. 
It will begin with fellowship at 
10 a.m. at Harvey Lecture 
Hall. At 10:45 Henry Simpson 
will speak on “Meeting the 
Challenge of Christian Wor­
ship.” The Ministers Wives 
Fellowship will meet at 10:30 
a.m. in the Coburn Dining 
Room. A complimentary lunch 
will follow the meetings.

From the Mountain to the River 
Camp Carson and Camp Linden 

Are waiting on YOU!!

Choose a Tennessee Baptist 
camp for your next...

• Marriage enrichment seminar
• Deacons retreat
• Youth conference

Hike the hills of East Tennessee 
or canoe the scenic Buffalo River.

Both camps offer:
• Room accommodations for groups 

of 15 to 350
• Church-wide getaway

Camp Carson, 
Newport, Tenn. 

Keith 
McKinney, Mgr. 

Phone: (615) 
623-2764

• Large and small meeting rooms
• Recreational facilities
• Great food

1995 Dates 
Available 

Call (615) 371-2023

A ministry of the 
Cooperative Program 

and the 
Golden State Mission

Offering Camp Linden, Linden, Tenn.
Tommy Strong, Mgr. — Phone (615) 589-2622
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at Tennessee features

Brazilian 'good ole boy7 moves on from Tennessee for awhile
By Mike Creswell 
Baptist Press

BATTAMBANG, Cambodia 
— Put Paulo Rosa down as 
just a “good ole boy” from 
Tennessee — and Brazil — 
who’s working in Cambodia 
for the moment.

He speaks perfect English, 
with just enough Tennessee 
twang to be pleasant. These 
days he uses that well-pro­
nounced English, a second 
language for him, to teach 
Cambodians in the city of 
Battambang.

Rosa grew up in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. His family 
was Baptist and he became a 
Christian when he was young. 
“I went through all the de­
partments that my church 
had, from Sunday School to 
Royal Ambassadors,” he re­
calls.

At age 17 he worked at the 
Baptist publishing house in Rio 
de Janeiro as an office assis­
tant. While there he became 
friends with Philby Harris, at 
that time a consultant with the 
Baptist Sunday School Board. 
Harris gave him lessons in Eng­
lish, which Rosa already had be­
gun to study.

“That began a real love for 

VISITING WITH A NEW FRIEND is Southern Baptist 
worker Paulo Rosa, left, in Cambodia. His friend, Kim 
Lour, lost his leg when a neighbor family's domestic 
dispute turned into a grenade attack.
the English language,” Rosa 
says.

In 1981 he helped with a 
Texas Baptist partnership 
that sent hundreds of Texans 
to Brazil. He dreamed of liv­
ing in the United States — an 
impossible dream for a Brazil­
ian without a big bank ac­
count.

Later he met Southern Bap­
tists Cecil and Lois Russell of 
Knoxville, and they became 
friends.

Eventually the Russells be­
came a second set of parents 
for Rosa. They offered to help 
him attend Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City. The 
dream came true.

At Carson-Newman, Rosa 

discovered he had a gift for 
languages and earned a bach­
elor’s degree in languages in 
just three years. He was ac­
tive in Baptist Student 
Union. At Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, Ky., he received a mas­
ter’s degree in religious edu­
cation.

Eventually he looked into 
the Southern Baptists’ Inter­
national Service Corps (ISC), 
a program for short-term 
work overseas. He flipped 
through job requests from 
over the world. When he saw 
the request for an English 
teacher in Cambodia, “it 
clicked,” he says.

Rosa teaches English to 
about 70 public school stu­
dents and to health care 
workers. His students also in­
clude 27 public school teach­
ers. He also teaches the Bible 
and spends a lot of his time 
meeting with local Chris­
tians.

Rosa marvels at how God 
can use a native Portuguese 
speaker from Brazil to teach 
English in Cambodia. But the 
certainty of being in God’s 
will keeps him there.

That certainty comes in 
handy. Although Cambodia’s 

second- 
largest 
city, Bat­
tambang 
is more 
an over- 
grown 
market 
town 
than a 
city. 
There’s 
little to 
do in free 
time. The 
war front 
where 
the Cam- 
bo d i a n 
army 
fights 
c o m m u - 

nist Khmer Rouge rebels lies 
only about 12 miles from the 
town, so authorities impose 
an 8 p.m. curfew. When the 
wind is right, cannons can be 
heard booming in the dis­
tance.

Biblical, Inspirational, 
Evangelical, and 

Humorous — 
Known as the “Mel 

Tillis of Evangelists”
James E. 

Messer, Sr. 
P.O. Box 1325 
Theodore, Al.

36590 
1-800-653-6652

By sundown soldiers patrol 
all the major roads as the city 
braces for possible attack 
from guerrillas. Such an at­
tack came earlier this year, 
and Rosa went to Phnom

Penh for two weeks until the 
heavy fighting stopped.

Rosa witnesses and distrib­
utes Bibles and tracts when­
ever possible, but adds the 
personal touch.

Students looking for an education that revolves 

around the spirit of the individual

BELMONT UNIVERSITY

Uniting with a vision— to be a premier 

teaching university, bringing 

together the best of liberal arts and 

professional education in a

consistently caring, Christian

environment — CHANGES THE WORLD

TIME.

BELMONT 
UNIVERSITY

L ’Ui •

V.-'

Belmont University-1900 Belmont Boulevard * Nashville, TN 37212-3757 *(615) 383-7001

“If you go ahead and share 
the Lord but without estab­
lishing a relationship with a 
Khmer, he won’t hear you,” 
he says.. So Rosa majors on 
getting to know people. □
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Carson-Newman students, First Church, Jefferson City team
up with Georgia church to aid families affected by flooding
For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY — In a 
year of devastating natural 
disasters around the world, the 
flooding in Albany, Ga., in July 
has been forgotten by many. 
But for those more than 2,000 
homeowners whose homes 
were damaged by the water, 
the flood is bitter reality.

However, a joint effort by 
Carson-Newman College’s Ap­
palachian Outreach, First 
Church, Jefferson City, and 
First Church. Albany, Ga., re­
sulted in relief for a few fami­
lies affected by the flood.

Carson-Newman College 
sent 25 people to Albany dur­
ing the school’s fall break in 
mid-October.

The team worked with Gor­
don Davidson, youth minister 
at First Church, Albany, and a 
Carson-Newman alumnus.

The C-N team was one of 
the first groups to arrive in the 
area to do actual repair work. 
Other groups had prepared 
sites for reconstruction.

“The houses are just now 
beginning to dry out enough to 
allow extensive repair work,” 
said Jim Wilson, C-N campus 
minister and director of Ap­
palachian Outreach.

Stan Elliott, minister of ed­
ucation and youth at First 
Church, Jefferson City, de­
scribed conditions in the Geor­
gia town like this: “It wasn’t 
the kind of devastation you 
would see with a hurricane or 
earthquake, but pockets of the 
town were in bad shape. Hous­
es were gutted in the flood 
areas and the grass and vege­
tation were dead.”

Construction work consisted 
mainly of putting up sheetrock 
at the four sites assigned to 
the group. Elliott estimates the 
group worked a total of over 
550 man hours, even though 
many of the student missionar­
ies had no construction experi­
ence.

“I was impressed with their 
attitudes and willingness to 
work hard and take leadership 
roles even though many of

BRYAN WEBSTER of Rose­
berry Church, Mascot, repairs 
the porch of an Albany, Ga., 
couple's home during Carson- 
Newman College's fall mis­
sions trip.
them had never done this kind 
of work before. Besides that, 
they reached out to the fami­
lies they worked with, not just 
meeting their physical needs, 
but their total needs as well.”

Bryan Webster, a C-N fresh­
man from Corryton and mem­

ber of Roseberry Church, Mas­
cot, worked with a husband 
and wife who had their first 
child during the time the mis­
sion team worked at their 
home.

“We had a real desire to help 
these people. The team wanted 
to do their best with whatever 
ability they had, even though 
the work was physically very 
hard and our group worked odd 
hours.

“The family we worked with 
made the experience worth­
while. They were really appre­
ciative and said little things to 
encourage us,” Webster said.

He noted the group almost 
completely repaired the house to 
be sure the family would have as 
little burden as possible while 
dealing with a new baby.

“The trip was a great experi­
ence for me. I’ve never experi­
enced anything like it,” Webster 
said.

Approximately 60 families 
from First Church, Albany, had 
homes damaged by flooding. The 
church plans to help those fami­

lies, and then coordinate recon­
struction efforts for 300 more 
homes in the Albany area.

Wilson said they are consid­
ering Albany as a possible site 
for one of C-N’s spring trips.

“Helping people overcome a 
sense of loss is a difficult but re- 
warding experience,” Wilson 
said. □

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
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Ask for directions to Baptist Hospital 
and you’ll get 20 different answers.

Baptist Hospital is 
everywhereyon need us, 
with more services and 
more convenient locations 
than ever In fact, Baptist 
has the most comprehensive 
healthcare network in 
Nashville, with twenty 
locations offering the same 
quality of care that 
generations have come to 
depend on throughout

Middle Tennessee.
Whether you need a 

routine check-up, walk-in 
treatment for a minor 
illness, medical care for a 
homebound relative or 
treatment for an injured 
worker, you ’re never far 
from all the services of 
Baptist Hospital.

Baptist Hospital
So much for so many.

Baptist Hospital 
1.2000 Church St.

Baptist Bellevue Medical
Center
2. 7640 Highway 70 S.

All services prmided in a non discriminatory manner.

Baptist Convenient Care 
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4. 2547 Murfreesboro Rd.
5. 5441 Nolensville Rd.
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8. 4473 Lebanon Rd.
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10. 5801 Crossing Blvd.
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Medical Center
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Tennessee features

Tennessean Bill Henry begins leading student work
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The current 
state of Southern Baptist stu­
dent work leaves Bill Henry 
both pleased and dissatisfied.

He’s pleased almost 190,000 
college students were reached 
through Southern Baptist cam­
pus ministries this year. He’s 
also excited about an increase 
in student conversions and mis­
sions involvement over 1993.

But Henry, who took over 
July 1 as director of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s national 
student ministry (NSM), is far 
from satisfied.

“I believe we’re better than 
anybody else at what we’re do­
ing, but I’m not even happy 
with that. I want us to do 
more,” the 48-year-old Nash­
ville native said in a recent in­
terview with Baptist Press.

“I think the numbers show 
that Southern Baptist student 
ministry is alive and well, that 
we’ve done more with less. But 
I don’t think we’ve reached the 
maximum of our potential in 
terms of how many students we 
can reach. And we are not going 
to reach larger numbers of stu­

dents if we don’t become a 
team.”

The Southern Baptist stu­
dent ministry team, Henry be­
lieves, must include the follow­
ing members: Baptist Student 
Union directors, church minis­
ters to college students, pas­
tors, associational leaders, state 
student directors and associ­
ates, and NSM staffers. He 
would like to see a student ad­
visory council in every associa­
tion and positive working rela­

tionships be­
tween campus 
directors and 
church minis­
ters to stu­
dents in every 
community.

“I also want 
to encourage 
churches to

make student ministry a priori­
ty,” Henry said, echoing the 
philosophy of his predecessor, 
Charles Johnson, who retired 
earlier this year. “I’m interest­
ed in getting to know the folks 
in the churches and for the 
folks in the churches to know 
us.

Henry, himself, realized the 

HENRY

value of Southern Baptist stu­
dent ministry during his fresh­
man year at Tennessee Tech 
University in Cookeville. An ac­
tive church member as a youth, 
he had begun to distance him­
self from his faith during his 
first year in college.

“It was my first time away 
from home so I was cutting the 
apron strings, experiencing new 
things. But that fall, a couple of 
guys knocked on my dorm room 
door and invited me to BSU.

“I saw something there that 
was very special, different. 
There was a kind of warmth, 
support, and sharing that I’d 
never experienced before.”

During a late-night conver­
sation with a new friend from 
BSU, Henry realized he had 
never made a sincere profession 
of faith in Christ.

“When I went back home 
and shared with my church, 
they were shocked. Here was a 
guy who had been very active 
in their program who they 
knew very well and were proud 
of what he stood for all these 
years. But my faith wasn’t real 
to me then. My BSU experience 
helped me realize that.”

Henry later transferred to 
Belmont College (now Belmont 
University) in Nashville, where 
he-served as BSU president 
and, eventually, as state BSU 
president for Tennessee.

He served as BSU director at 

'Waiter ‘Tf.twtA, lEetneot

Dec. 26-28, 1994 
Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

Four great sessions — Monday p.m.; Tuesday a.m. and 
p.m.; Wednesday a.m.

Hear David Ring from Orlando, Fla. He will 
stir the hearts of your young people like few 
people can. Last year, 1,500 youth came to 
the retreat; 130 were saved; and 500 made 
rededications. Also, hear Phil Hoskins of 
Kingsport and Henry Linginfelter of Alcoa. 
Music will be provided by The Greens of 
Boone, N.C.

COST: $55 — includes two nights in hotel and confer­
ence fee (meals not included).

“The most economical conference in America." 
Sponsors — Phil Hoskins and Henry Linginfelter of Alcoa 

For more information and brochure, write: 
Henry Linginfelter

1848 Nobel Street, Alcoa, Tenn., 37701, or call:
(615) 982-2661 or 983-8968

Peabody College (now part of 
Vanderbilt University) and as 
associate director of student 
ministry for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention for 12 years 
before joining the Sunday 
School Board staff in 1984. □

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes
A Tradition of Caring Since 1891
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Chattanooga, Franklin, Memphis

Alternative/Maternity Care
Clarksville, Franklin, Greeneville

I TENNESSEE I ON\ rNTIONBAPTISTS

Residential Group Homes
Chattanooga, Franklin, 
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Millington

GENESIS Ministry
Memphis
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by Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Cooperative Program dollars.
Thank You!

Please visit our booth 
at the Convention! L

Foster Care/Adoption
State-wide

Status Offenders Home
Kingsport
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Sunday School lesson commentary
Solomon's glorious reign

Convention 
Uniform Series 

for Nov. 16 
Focal Passage 
I Kings 9:1-3; 
10:1-7, 23-24

By Samuel Dean

The lifestyles of the rich and famous provide 
tabloids with a barrage of stories for readers. The 
glory of wealth has always intrigued people. People 
of great wealth are often given hero status for their 
achievements. Solomon had such status.

Although David was the most beloved king in 
Israel, Solomon, was viewed as the ruler of the 
most glorious reign. The Queen of Sheba marveled 
at his splendor (ch. 
10:7). Jesus mentioned 
his greatness when 
comparing Solomon’s 
reign to a wildflower: 
“Even Solomon in all 
his glory was not 
clothed like one of 
these” (Matthew 6:29).

How did the son of 
David and Bathsheba 
lead Israel to such a 
state of splendor never 
to be equaled? In addition to the bestowal of God’s 
favor, there are several factors.

Political stability
Thanks to the work of David, many of Israel’s 

enemies were defeated, territories were conquered, 
and the government had become more centralized. 
Since there was no strong nation struggling for con­
trol in the area, the power vacuum afforded 
Solomon a relatively peaceful reign to pursue 
domestic concerns. Resources, energies, and uses of 
creativity previously spent on warfare were now 
used to build a nation.

Fighting in families, churches, and denomina­
tions waste valuable resources that can build 
things of splendor. Victories over enemies leave the 
victor with terrible losses, too. A drive through the 
sea of marble monuments at Gettysburg causes one 
to ponder, “What could have been without such

Love that
By Elizabeth Howard

Hosea has used the story of 
his love for Gomer, an unfaithful 
wife, to teach about God’s love 
for his people. Now, he turns to 
a different picture; the picture of 
a loving parent and a rebellious 
child.

Some children, like the prodi­
gal son, seem compelled to test 
the limits, to partake at the 
world’s table of riotous living, in 
spite of the parents’ teachings.

We have all known parents 
who have continued to love and 
persevere, to be there waiting, 
no matter what the child does. 
Some of us have had such par­
ents; some of us have been such.

Persevering love — w. 1-4
That nation of Israel was a 

child when God called the people 
out of Egypt, but the more God 
loved them, the more rebellious 
they became.

Like a parent, God taught 
them to walk, healed them, lift­
ed the yoke from their necks, 
bent down and fed them. Yet the 
more he called them, the farther 
away they ran.

While he was leading them by 
the hand, they were giving cred­
it to Baal (sacrificing at altars of 
pagan gods) and burning incense 
to graven images. 

Rigorous discipline — w. 5-7
God is patient and loving, but 

when his people turn from him 
and go their own way, he disci­
plines them, just as parents dis­
cipline their children. The 
nation of Israel would fall to the 
Assyrians because they refused 
to repent. War would come, their 
cities would fall under the sword 
of a powerful enemy, their head­
strong plans would end in disas­
ter. There seems to be no hope 
that the nation will repent, for 
they are set on a course contrary 
to the will of God. They are “bent 
to backsliding.”

Extraordinary compassion 
— w. 8-11

However, when God thinks of 
giving his people over to the 
judgment they deserve, he hesi­
tates because he loves them. He 
will not destroy them as he 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, 
but will allow history to take its 
course.

God is like a roaring lion, call­
ing his children home. Like 
migrating birds, they will come

losses of young lives?”
Planned success

Solomon was a dreamer and planner. He built 
his father’s dream — a temple for God. A magnifi­
cent palace for the king was erected. Trading with 
other countries flourished. For the first time, Israel 
became a sea-going nation with a port at Ezion- 
geber. Skillfully Solomon planned for greatness.

Failing to plan is to plan to fail. Dreaming is no 
waste of time if it results in practical goal-setting.

If we do not know 
where we are going, 
then we should not be 
surprised when we end 
at nowhere!

Practical wisdom
The wisdom of 

Solomon was leg­
endary. Much of the 
wisdom literature in 
the Bible was attrib­
uted to him. Bits of 
reality found its expres­

sion in his proverbial statements. Solomon had a 
good grasp of most practical matters.

One must consider what works. What is func­
tional? What handles can one put on reality to use 
it for one’s purpose? Dreaming must yield practical­
ity or become fantasy.

A wise leader will know that his great achieve­
ments depend on the contributions of others. The 
gloiy of a victory belongs to all who worked for its 
achievement. It is the offensive line that makes a 
great runner in football. It is the hourly employees 
who turn out efficient automobiles. Church leaders 
make a minister’s work a success. And behind all 
greatness, there is the work of God.

The glories of the kingdom should belong to all 
who contributed, although a Solomon will usually 
get the credit. □ — Samuel Dean is pastor of First 
Church, Clinton.

won't give up
Life and Work Series 

for Oct. Nov. 16 
Focal Passage: Hosea 11:1-11

trembling. I watch for the hum­
mingbirds in the spring, have 
feeders waiting for them when 
they come back.

One day last spring at dusk, I 
saw the first hummingbird, a 
tiny female. She drank a long 
time at the feeder, her fragile 
feet trembling. I imagined she 
was sighing, felt she was as glad 
to be home — a place with a 
feeder waiting — as I was to see 
her. That’s the way it will be 
when God’s children come home. 
He will welcome them with full 
feeders and settle them in their 
homes. This is a promise of 
peace and a new beginning.

It is always like that for the 
sinner. God disciplines us when 
we go astray, but he is always 
there, loving us, waiting for us 
to repent and come home. In the 
same manner, parents should 
always be there for their chil­
dren, waiting in love, ready for 
peace and a new beginning. □ — 
Elizabeth Howard is a member of 
Cumberland Homestead Church, 
Crossville.

Bible Book Series r 
for Nov. 20 

Focal Passage 
Ephesians 6:10-24

Be strong in Lord
By Ray Fullilove

We focus our attention this week on the concluding 
words in this letter from the Lord through the heart of the 
Apostle Paul. With the stem spirit of conviction, but with a 
tender heart of compassion, the Apostle Paul concludes 
with words that stir their hearts.

Before, he has given to them words which illuminated 
them in doctrine, which instructed them in discipline, and 
now, he intensifies their spirit with words of dedication. It 
is a summary conclusion for soldiers of the cross. It sounds 
off with the bugle call to battle, the stirring words of 
“Onward Christian Soldier,” and the pulsating emotion to 
stand up and to defend the rights of the redeemed in battle. 
Like a seasoned soldier from spiritual battle, Paul intro­
duces this “army of the Lord” to combat with the words, 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord ...” (v. 10).

As we prepare to go into the battle for our King, with a 
dedication of heart, a determination of spirit, and a display 
of loyalty, may our prayer be, “Sure I must fight if I would 
reign, increase my courage, Lord; Ill bear the toil, endure 
the pain, supported by thy Word.” The Apostle Paul gives 
us some guidelines that we may stand firm and true to 
declare, “I am a soldier of the cross, a follower of the Lamb.”

Reality of spiritual warfare — w. 10-12
With words geared with patriotic spirit, the Apostle 

Paul alerts these soldiers of the cross of the reality of spiri­
tual warfare. The bugle call to arms is sounded off in the 
call to combat (v. 10), the clothing for combat (v. 11), and 
the challenge in combat (v. 12). The call to combat is real. 
Most of God’s people are not conscious of the fact that the 
redeemed, blood-bought child of God is in a war — whether 
they like it or not!

After fighting God for three years, I finally gave in to 
God’s commissioning ceremony to the military chaplaincy. 
(The call to combat is a call from God!) My first set of 
orders — Vietnam! I did not realize the reality of combat 
until I arrived in Denang, South Vietnam, where I walked 
behind barbed wire, combat emplacements, and with U.S. 
iMarines carrying loaded weapons!

We are in a combat area now as the church of the living 
God. May God give us the conviction of this reality. But we 
are not called into combat without the weapons for our 
warfare (v. 11). God demands that we go into combat in full 
armor, not with partial protection. Then we are given the 
challenge in combat (v. 12), which is with a different 
enemy, a deceptive enemy, and a determined enemy. 
Spiritual warfare is real. It is time for God’s army to be 
awakened, alerted, and armed to this reality.

Receiving of spiritual weapons — w. 13-18
When the soldier of the cross goes into combat, God 

gives his soldiers adequate spiritual weapons for the battle. 
These weapons are ample (v. 13), abounding (v. 14), amaz­
ing (v. 15), and astounding (w. 16-18). We have all the 
spiritual weapons for winning the battles. Sometimes, we 
simply do not use them.

Reassurance of encouragement — w. 19-24
What keeps the warrior confident in battle is that the 

loved ones at home believe in them. The Vietnam veteran 
is still forgotten today. With the battle scars still remem­
bered, the cost of war still etched upon the mind, the 
returning warrior for God would desire the reassurance of 
encouragement. Is it still true that the only institution that 
kills its wounded is the church? God help us that warriors 
are given encouragement. It is noted in the concern of 
prayer (w. 19-20), the confidence of the pilgrims (w. 21- 
22), and the coming of peace (w. 23-24).

With all the battles on the outside of the church, God 
give us a people who will not battle in the church. Yes, “one 
day the trumpet will sound of his coming,” but for now let 
us remain strong and supportive “in the power of his 
might.” □ — Ray Fullilove is pastor of Poplar Avenue Church, 
Memphis.
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Why do these secretaries seem so happy?
Maybe, it’s because they know their newsletter is printed weekly on 
the back page of the Baptist and Reflector, freeing them to do other 
things for the churches they serve. Hen like the church

JANICE NANNEY

For 36 years Leawood Baptist has used the church page of 
the Baptist and Reflector to keep her members consistently in­
formed about church activities. For 22 and a half of those 
year, it has been my responsibility to send that information to 
the Baptist and Reflector and work with them in preparing our 
church news.

Through all these years, the people on staff have been very 
gracious and always eager to help us put out a quality 
newsletter. We have found this method of producing a 
newsletter extremely time-saving for our office staff.

Once we get the copy material in their hands, they do all 
the work from typesetting to mailing. An extra benefit — we 
receive the state and denominational news as well.

Each week as I talk to the Baptist and Reflector staff, you can 
feel the smile in their voice and the joy in their work. Just two 
years ago, while attending a secretaries' conference in the 
TBC building, I was finally able to meet the staff and put

Our church has been using the 
Baptist and Reflector back page for 
our newsletter for about five years. 
We are delighted with the savings 
in time for our office staff.

It used to require the better part 
of three days for a secretary to 
type, edit, paste-up, print (at a 
commercial printer), prepare for 
mailing, and mail our weekly 
newsletter. Since we have begun 
using the Baptist and Reflector our 
staff time spent is down to about 
one-half day and the expense has 
been reduced.

In addition, the staff at the Bap­ ANNA LEE WILES

faces with the friendships formed over the telephone. That has made working with them an 
even greater pleasure.

Janice Nanney
Pastor's Secretary
Leawood Baptist Church, Memphis

tist and Reflector is very efficient in their publication of our 
newsletter. They are prompt in processing address changes and 
extremely receptive to the particular needs of our church. Also, 
our people appreciate receiving the rest of the paper with their 
newsletter and are quite prompt in letting our office know if 
their service has been interrupted.

In January of this year I officially gained a title for work 
I had sometimes done as a teacher, as well as the wife of a 
church staff person. I became a secretary.

When I came to the position of secretary to the minister 
of education of our church, I was delighted to discover our 
church did the church newsletter as a part of our state pa­
per, the Baptist and Reflector (especially since it was part of 
my job description to do this’).

Our staff did a study many years ago as to which 
method was more cost effective to communicate to each 
member — in-house publishing or being a part of the Bap­
tist and Reflector. Without a doubt, the most efficient 
method of publishing our news is through our state paper. 
This includes the time our staff would spend putting a 
newsletter together, paying a printer, and then mailing ac­
cording to post office regulations.

It is good to have a resource staff to work as a partner to
communicate to our church membership how they can grow in spirit, mind, and body 
as a Christian through our Bible studies, worship, musical training, physical activities, 
parenting classes, classes to develop other skills, as well as training for all our leader­
ship to equip us to go do missions in our neighborhoods, community, county, state, and 
even to all parts of the world.

Thanks, staff of the Baptist and Reflector, for providing this service for us — our part­
ners in ministry.

Linda Taylor
Secretary
Central Baptist Church, Bearden, Knoxville

Enclosed is our church newsletter. Please prepare us a trial page ।
without obligation.
Church
Address __________

I
I

Anna Lee Wiles
Educational Secretary
First Baptist Church, Cookeville

LINDA TAYLOR

PAM HOGANCAMP

As any church secretary can 
tell you, there are never enough 
hours in a day to complete every­
thing that needs to be done at the 
office. That same rule applies here 
at Tulip Grove. In addition to all 
the paper work that needs to be 
done everyday (i.e., mailouts, 
Sunday School marking sheets, 
posters and flyers, prayer sheets, 
SiTnday bulletins, financial 
records, etc.), the phone is seem­
ingly a constant companion in my 
ear. But I wouldn't change a 
thing. I love helping people.

One of the things that allows 
me to better serve the church is the fact that our newsletter is 
printed on the back page of the Baptist and Reflector. The typed 
copy for the newsletter is prepared one week prior to the actual 
mailing of the paper. The Baptist and Reflector takes care of the 
layout, clip art, and sizing. Church members have been notified 
of the deadline, and eagerly comply with this. If they forget, I 
simply place the announcement in the next Sunday's bulletin.

The Baptist and Reflector also is very economical to use. Tulip 
Grove averages 550 newsletters per week. The cheapest bulk 
mailing rate now is 10.3 cents per copy. We are charged about 
13 cents per copy using the Baptist and Reflector. When you take 
into consideration the money spent on paper, labels, wear and 
tear and/or price per copy on your copy machine, not to men­
tion valuable time spent preparing the newsletter, it only made 
sense for our church to allow the Baptist and Reflector to do it for 
us.

Person making request Title
Return this form with your newsletter to:
Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024

Pam Hogancamp
Secretary
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old Hickory

I
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Partial words and incomplete sentences 
covered the page. The professor announced, 
"I have removed all words or parts of words 
in this long paragraph that are derived from 
the Latin language. In so doing, I want you 
to discover your dependence as a English 
speaking person upon the Latin language/'

Recalling that lesson recently, I attempted 
to mentally remove all contributions of the 
Cooperative Program from my ministry and 
the life of my family and determined what 
was left. The search proved to be quite re­
vealing.

Lynn and I met and became engaged at a 
state Baptist college supported by Coopera­
tive Program funds.

James Porch

My wife and I attended a seminary built and maintained by Coopera­
tive Program funds.

Terri and Scott, our children, were adopted through a Home Mission 
Board Agency supported by the Cooperative Program.

Each member of our family has participated in Partnership Missions 
greatly aided by Cooperative Program funds.

Both children attended Tennessee Baptist Convention camps operated 
partially by Cooperative Program funds.

Each church I have served benefited greatly from training programs 
supported by the Cooperative Program.

I can easily conclude that the absence of the Cooperative Program 
would have robbed my life and my family of significant spiritual contri­
butions.

Thus, once again I commit myself to the discipline of giving through 
the Cooperative Program, the Baptist way of mission support.

By 
Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

Dr. James Porch, 
Executive Director-Treasurer

P.O BOX 728, BRENTWOOD. TENNESSEE 37024 / 5001 MARYLAND WAY. BRENTWOOD. TENNESSEE 37027

After all, what does 
it matter to me?

This special insert to the Baptist and Reflector is about some­
thing that should matter to every Tennessee Baptist.

The Cooperative Program is that "something."
Each messenger to the 120th annual session of the Tennessee 

Baptist Convention is invited to read this paper thoroughly and 
then take it to church to share with members of the congregation. 
Why?

In preparing this special report for convention messengers, 
we have asked leaders of all Tennessee Baptist Convention enti­
ties to write an informative message about their work assign­
ment, and how it touches people.

We did this because we feel the Cooperative Program is much 
more than a program. In fact, "program" is a word that needs 
some clarifying amplification.

In this issue, each director or institution head has tried to 
share with messengers the simple message of how Cooperative 
Program dollars make a difference in the work they do. In every 
case, Cooperative Program dollars eventually 
reach people — and this is how those dollars 
make a difference.

It is easy to overlook the personal aspect of 
giving through the Cooperative Program. There 
is a long line between the giver and the recipi­
ent. Money given by individuals through the lo­
cal church is only the beginning.

Each church determines how much Cooperative Program 
money is sent on to the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The TBC 
makes a decision each year at the annual meeting how much CP 
income is to be sent to the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
how much will be used at home for ministries, missions, and 
evangelism.

Tithes and offerings given with glad hearts that are commit­
ted to Christ provide strong support for TBC departments and 
all other entities.

Those cumulative dollars, working together, provide needed 
funding to reach, teach, train, heal, and educate Tennessee Bap­
tist families. Each department of the Executive Board ministers.

Each of the colleges, the hospitals, the Baptist Foundation, the 
Baptist adult homes, the Baptist children's homes, Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, the Baptist and Reflector, and all committees and 
other entities thus are able to do the assignment given to them.

Churches are planted, people are discipled, health is im­
proved, children and the elderly are cared for, women and men 
and boys and girls grow in missions participation, the Bible is 
taught and preached, higher education is strengthened — all be­
cause of the CP dollars that make a difference.

As Tennessee Baptists advance the cause of Christ across the 
Volunteer State, the Cooperative Program is one strong link that 
undergirds every forward step.

Yes, Cooperative Program dollars do make a difference — in 
every facet of the bold missions plan for reaching, teaching, dis- 
cipling, and ministering to Tennesseans in the name of Jesus. □
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as One Servant FamilyChurch media/recreation ministries ‘enhance life’
The primary purpose of the Church 

Media Library/Church Recreation De­
partment, as for all departments of this 
convention, is to enhance the effective­
ness of the local church in the perfor­
mance of its mission and ministry. It is 
no secret that today's churches are 
called to meet an unprecedented array 
of needs. In essence, they're expected 
to be all things to all people, which 
places enormous demands on a 
church's staff and lay leaders.

Our goal is to help every church es­
tablish media library and recreation­
al/dramatic arts ministries which are 
resources for teacher improvement, 
family enrichment, spiritual enlighten­
ment, and social and physical develop­
ment. By undergirding a church's total 
educational program and an individ­
ual's growth toward Christlikeness, 
these distinctive ministries cannot be 
overestimated. Church media libraries 
and recreation ministries are in the life 
enhancing business.

Cooperative Program dollars enable 
this department to provide leadership 
training for ministerial staff and 
laypersons, personnel assistance and

Annual festival allows time for training 
church members in specific areas.
professional job counseling, support 
services and resources, scholarships 
for continuing education, a forum for 
building group identity with those 
called to like ministries, and leadership 
on the state, regional, associational, 
and local church level. As a result of 
the multiplicity of services and in­
depth training this department renders 

on an ongoing basis, Tennessee contin­
ues to lead all state conventions (nu­
merically and percentage-wise) in 
Church Media Library and Church 
Recreation/Dramatic Arts program­
ming.

The annual dramatic arts festival al­
lows Tennessee Baptists to experience 
two days of intensive training and ex­
posure to more effective ways of min­
istering and reaching out to the lost 
and unchurched. Church staff and vol­
unteers with the responsibility for the 
recreation ministry in their church par­
ticipate in associational and regional 
training clinics plus an annual min­
istry-renewal retreat. Church media li­
brary staff members are offered a wide 
range of skill training opportunities 
throughout the year which equips 
them to provide and promote the use 
of wholesome media for reaching, 
teaching, training, and growing per­
sons in Christ.

Every church needs a media library 
ministry "It is," as one pastor said, 
"our church's central nerve center. The 
library touches all aspects of our 
church's program. Whatever its size, I 

believe every church would benefit 
from a library like ours. It's a vital 
ministry worthy of the time and efforts 
of our best and brightest."

An example of Cooperative Pro­
gram dollars making a difference in 
the life of one church happened at a 
Saturday regional leadership training 
clinic at Camp Linden. A Church Me­
dia Library director who attended that 
workshop said, "I thank God I came 
today. Things have not gone well at 
church lately. When 1 arrived this 
morning, I was discouraged and ready 
to quit. Now I can't wait to get back to 
church tomorrow to do what the Lord 
has called me to do."

Because of the faithful giving of 
Tennessee Baptists, Cooperative Pro­
gram dollars are making a difference 
in the effectiveness of our churches. 
The Church Media Library/Church 
Recreation Department is grateful for 
this financial support. It enables us to 
provide leadership and resources for 
our churches as they seek to fulfill 
their purpose for existing. □ — Church 
Media Library Church Recreation De­
partment, TBC

Music Department prepares 
leaders for ‘today, tomorrow’

Brotherhood trains 
leaders for missions

Dollars, indeed, do make a 
difference in the lives of people 
in ministries offered by the 
Church Music Department. For 
the purpose of illustrating, we 
will focus on music leadership 
training "today and tomorrow."

Today
There are 2,945 churches in 

our convention of which more 
than 90 percent are served by 
part-time and volunteer music 
leaders. The term part-time de­
notes that the leader is paid as 
the music director. Volunteers 
are unpaid and this group rep­
resents the largest number of 
music directors (both men and 
women) in Tennessee Baptist 
churches.

Leadership training is offered 
by the Church Music Depart­
ment without cost to the associ­
ation or the participant. There 
are already hundreds of part- 
time and volunteer music lead­
ers across Tennessee who have 
participated in these training 
events.

Paul Woodford, Middle Ten­
nessee church starter strategist, 
reports that a pastor indicated 
their church music leader was 
helped immeasurably by attend­

ing a Saturday Skill Shoppe re­
cently.

Part-time and volunteer 
(namely bivocational) music 
leaders need help and instruc­
tion in three main areas of min­
istry — song leading, music 
reading, and administration 
(everything from worship plan­
ning to choir rehearsal tech­
niques). Saturday Skill Shoppes 
are offered to churches and as­
sociations as an attempt to meet 
bivocational music leader train­
ing needs.

Attendance at Saturday Skill 
Shoppes has ranged from three 
to 30 and affords time for indi­
vidual help with the conferees. 
Not all training is offered on 
Saturdays. Some associations 
choose a week night and the 
conference title is changed to 
Workshop.

Tomorrow
Our three annual music 

camps offer essentially the same 
type of training for tomorrow's 
church music leaders. The 
largest dollar expenditure of the 
Church Music Department bud­
get is earmarked to fund these 
three camps. Music instruction 
and choir rehearsals are offered 

to Tennessee Baptist youth and 
children who attend Camp Car- 
son and Camp Linden during 
the summer.

There are literally thousands 
of Tennessee Baptists who have 
attended these camps. One such 
person is Lewis Walling, 
Springfield, who attended the 
first Children's Choir Camp at 
Camp Linden in 1980. Through­
out his school, college and ca­
reer years, he has actively led 
music ministry at Springfield 
Church and First Church, Mar­
tin. Another is Richard Suggs, 
who felt God's call as a teenager 
while attending Youth Music 
Week at Camp Carson and is 
now a full-time minister of mu­
sic.

Indeed, Cooperative Program 
dollars have made a difference 
in the lives of Tennessee Baptist 
church music leaders. Churches 
today reap the harvest of Coop­
erative Program dollars that 
have been invested and church­
es tomorrow will continue to 
benefit from their investments 
in church music leadership and 
from the dividends of their in­
vestments in church music lead­
ership training. □ — Church 
Music Department, TBC

Any program is only as strong as its trained leader­
ship. Cooperative Program funds help the Brotherhood 
Department to train hundreds of Baptist Men and Roy­
al Ambassador leaders each year to help build stronger 
and better programs in their associations and local
churches.

TALL 
(Tennessee 
Adult Leader­
ship Lab) has 
become one of 
the strongest 
training 
events each 
year to help 
leadership 
with innova­
tive and effec­
tive program­
ming for the 
local church. 
More than 
150 key lead­
ers participat­
ed in TALL 
this year.

Coopera-

4 Tennessee Baptist Royal Ambassador 
enjoys himself at the annual RA Congress, 
sponsored by the TBC Brotherhood Depart­
ment,

five Program dollars make a difference through the 
Royal Ambassador summer camping activities. Because 
of Cooperative Program dollars, a solid staff of young 
men was available as counselors and activity leaders to 
direct Bible study, missions education, and other learn­
ing activities for more than 850 boys who attended RA 
and day camps this past summer.

The difference that Cooperative Program dollars 
make is reflected in the 77 decisions for Christ made
during summer camp. □ — Brotherhood Department. TBC
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... tkrw^ Programs
as One Servant Family

People from across Tennessee gather each year at one of the regional Sunday School conferences spon­
sored by the TBC Sunday School Department.

Sunday School grows churches 
with Bible teaching programs

Discipleship Training programs influence pastor, his family
For 35 years I have been a Tennessee Baptist. During this 

time the Tennessee Baptist Convention has made a difference 
in my life and the lives of my family.

I have two daughters, Tammy and Tracie, and a son, Trey, 
who have been influenced greatly by the Bible drills and the 
speakers' tournament sponsored by the Discipleship Train­
ing Department. All three of my children were in the Bible 
drills for six years each, and all three advanced to the State 
Youth Bible Drill. Tammy and Tracie participated in the 
speakers' tournament and both advanced to the state tourna­
ment.

I know their involvement in the drills and speakers' tour­
nament influenced their lives. Tammy, my oldest daughter, 
is 30 years old and can still quote verses that she learned in 
Bible drills. My youngest daughter, Tracie, is 24 years old 
and is in her second year of medical school preparing to be­
come a medical missionary. I believe the influence of these 
activities were an important factor in her responding to 
God's call.

Cooperative Program dollars focus on growth 
through Sunday enrollment and attendance in the 
Bible teaching programs of churches.

The Sunday School is the base for financial sup­
port in the church. Approximately 93 percent of a 
church's finances come through Sunday School.

Danny O'Guin, pastor of Hillcrest Church, Dy­
ersburg, met recently with E.S. "Andy" Anderson 
in a one-hour consultation and evaluation of the 
Sunday School. He says, "The conference was in­
formative, inspiring, and challenging ... and will 
help me as a pastor to set challenging goals to ad­
minister a more effective Bible study program." 
O'Guin further realized the relationship between 
attendance on Sunday and the per capita giving 
pattern in his church.

As stated above, the larger attendance, the larger 
the gifts of tithes and offerings through the church 
... and the larger the gifts by the local church 
through the Cooperative Program. Cooperative 
Program dollars provide opportunities through this 
department for training in all aspects of Sunday
School work — ad­
ministration, Sun-

great response from members of our class."
John K. Coates, pastor of Calvary Church, 

Kingsport, praised the leadership training confer­
ence at Colonial Heights Church, Kingsport. "The 
conference was first class in every way. I attended 
each session and wished there had been more. As a 
pastor, I benefited greatly from this training. This 
conference helped me catch a new vision concern­
ing the importance of an effective Bible-teaching 
program in a local church."

The purpose of the Sunday School development 
program within the TBC is "to assist churches and 
their leaders in being more effective in reaching 
persons for Bible study and in teaching persons the 
Bible through the Sunday School and other related 
activities." When a church has as its priority 
growth increase through enrollment and atten­
dance, the number of Cooperative Program dollars 
increase. Tennessee Baptists have enjoyed a steady 
increase in enrollment since 1987.

In most churches there are at least four times a 
year when persons in our Sunday Schools are

Trey is a junior in high school and participation in the 
drills for six years has touched his life, and continues to do
so, as he lives 
for God each 
day.

My wife, 
Clara, and I 
have served 
at Disciple­
ship Training 
Camps as 
counselors 
and teachers 
since the early 
1970s. During 
this time my 
family and 
countless oth­
er children 
and youth
have been 
touched by

day School
B The conference will

growth, outreach 
and evangelism, 
and improving 
Bible teaching and 
learning.

During August, 
September, and 
October 1993, the 
Sunday School De­
partment conduct-

help me as a pastor to set 
challenging goals to ad­
minister a more effective 
Bible study program.

— Danny O’Guin, pastor, Hillcrest Church, Dyersburg

ed seven regional training events across Tennessee 
with a total of 5321 persons enrolled. This was one 
of the largest gatherings of Baptists within the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention last year.

Ann Morgan, a layperson from Middle Ten­

taught values of 
giving. This is 
done on all age 
group levels. 
Through major re­
gional teaching/ 
training events 
such as Preschool 
Extravaganzas, 
Special Friends 
Camps, Regional 
Sunday School 
Leadership Train-

ing Conferences, Great Commission Breakthrough 
Emphases, Growth Spiral Conferences, and Age 
Group Teaching/Training Updates, growth and 
giving seeds have been planted and watered — 
and in many instances, the increase has come.

nessee, said, "I attended a leadership conference, 
and I received some valuable information regarding 
the care group leader system for Sunday School. 1 
have successfully initiated this program in my me­
dian adult class, and we have already witnessed a

The purpose of the Sunday School is to reach 
people for Christ and church membership and 
through life-changing Bible study to lead them to 
grow through worshiping, witnessing, and minis­
tering. □ — Sunday School Department, TBC

Abe and Clara Silliman

the hand of God at camp.
This past year we took 13 children and youth to Camp 

Linden. Of these, five rededicated their lives to God and
three accepted Jesus as their Savior. Not only did camp touch 
their lives, but it touched the life of my church. When we re­
turned from camp these children and youth shared their de­
cisions with the church. What a day of rejoicing!

Over the years we have witnessed God working in the lives 
of young people at camp. Many have unbelievable problems 
and heartaches and God has met their needs at camp.

This past year Daniel brought the youth from his church 
to camp. He is a youth director of a church in West Ten­
nessee.

A few years ago when Daniel was a camper, he came to 
me one night with a troubled look on his face and said, "God 
wants me to do something for him, but I don't know what it 
is." I said, "Daniel, just make yourself available. God will 
open the right doors." Then we prayed together. God gave 
Daniel peace that night and the troubled look was replaced 
by a smile. Three years later Daniel brought "his" children 
and youth to camp and watched God work in their lives.

Does the Cooperative Program Dollars make a differ­
ence? Yes! □ — Abe Silliman Jr., pastor, Turkey Creek 
Church, Savannah, for Discipleship Training Department, TBC
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as One Servant Family
Financial management makes
difference for this family

Southern Baptists have adopted the ultimate 
Christian goal — to tell every' person in the world 
about Jesus Christ by the year 2000. The Coopera­
tive Program and Stewardship Promotion Depart­
ment is seeking to make a difference in the lives of 
people around the world by matching the magnifi­
cent vision of reaching our world for Christ with 
equally magnificent financial commitments.

Difference is being made ... 
in life of the church

The Cooperative Program is the main channel of 
extending the mission of the church around the 
world. Churches are fulfilling the Great Commis­
sion as missions ministries are supported through 
cooperative giving. Almost 10,000 home and for­
eign missionaries are being sent; church ministry 
training is being provided and college training, care 
for children and the elderly/disabled is given. 
These are among the vast multitude of ministries 
supported by churches through the Cooperative 
Program.

Churches are also experiencing strengthened 
support for local church ministries through stew­
ardship education and development.

Difference is being made ...
in life of the individual

Christian stewards are affirming God's owner­
ship over all things, accepting his/her accountabili­
ty to God, and actively managing God's entrusted 
gifts. With the Bible as our guide, Christians are de­
veloping as tithers and growing beyond the tithe to 
become great givers. Families are also learning to 
"live wisely" through the Live Wisely personal 
money management program.

Trevis Otey Jr., pastor of Highland Park Church, 
Columbia, shares his testimony:

"My interest in Christian money management 
grew out of two concerns. First, a practical concern. 
Shortly after getting married, our personal finances 
were in shambles. We planned to be careful in our 
spending, but the reality was different. Some of our 
debt was beyond our control. Our first child was 

premature and the medical expenses were in the 
thousands. As a seminary student our church pro­
vided us with a parsonage. We bought furniture to 
furnish the home with credit cards and soon our sit­
uation was out of control.

"Secondly, a spiritual concern. 1 found myself 
preaching about the tithe and offerings. Many 
young couples were struggling with a commitment 
to tithe. Thev were in debt and had not been taught 
what the Bible says about tithing. When the choice 
came between their wants and the tithe, God's 
work was left out. I realized that God also was in­
terested in tlie 90 percent too.

We still struggle, but 
we are growing in 
our personal money 
management skills.

— Trevis Otey Jr, pastor, 
Highland Park Church. Columbia

"The Cooperative Program and Stewardship 
Promotion Department in our Tennessee Baptist 
Convention introduced me to the resources I need­
ed for my family's money management and to 
teach others.

"We still struggle, but we are growing in our 
personal money management skills. My wife, Amy, 
our two children, and I work as a team. We are 
striving to manage all of our money in a way that 
pleases God. One blessing is that I can now help 
others. I have shared the 'Live Wisely' resources 
many times with church members and watched 
them grow too. I also have shared 'Live Wisely' re­
sources with other church groups.

"God blesses Christian families who make a 
commitment to manage wisely 100 percent of the 
resources God has entrusted to them." □ — Coop­
erative Program and Stewardship Promotion De­
partment. TBC

Ch u rch -Mi n isters 
Relations receives
appreciation notes

Church-Ministers Rela­
tions has received requests 
from more than 300 churches 
for assistance in finding pas- 
tors/staff in 1994. Our office 
has helped seminary gradu­
ates share their resumes and 
find places of ministry, not 
only in Tennessee but other 
states throughout the SBC. 
Ministers contact this office 
on a daily basis who feel God 
may be leading them to seek 
his will concerning a possible 
relocation in their ministry.

Director Aubrey Hay has 
met with pastor search com­
mittees to assist in training 
and guiding them as they be­
gin the process of finding a 
pastor. He has met with sev­
eral churches offering consul­
tation in church conflicts.

Many pastors have come 
to the office and had tele­
phone conferences for coun­
seling. This year the office has 
begun to offer career assess­
ment for ministers and their 
wives. Church-Ministers Re­
lations is always available to 
serve churches and ministers 
in offering assistance in what­
ever way we can.

The Minister's Aid Fund 
has been exhausted in 1994 
providing assistance to termi­
nated pastors/staff in the 
state of Tennessee. This fund 
has helped many ministers 
going through the crises of 
losing their family income to 
survive financially while

seeking a new place of min­
istry. We often receive notes 
of appreciation from these 
ministers. Some of their re­
sponses have been:

"Thanks ever so much to 
you and the TBC for your 
help and support during a 
difficult time in our lives and 
ministry. Only eternity will 
reveal all the lessons we 
learned and the blessings we 
received."

"Thanks for all the help. 
You all do a great work for 
Tennessee Baptists and the 
Kingdom of God."

"Although it is impossible 
to say thank you to all Ten­
nessee Baptists who helped 
make it possible for the giv­
ing of Minister's Aid Fund, I 
did want to at least write 
your office with this personal 
letter of thanks. I give glory 
to God whose faithfulness is 
greatest of all, and grateful­
ness to people like yourselves 
whose willingness he uses."

If it were not for the Co­
operative Program, the 
many ways we assist 
churches and ministers 
could not be accomplished. 
Because of Tennessee Bap­
tists giving to the Coopera­
tive Program, the churches 
and ministers in turn receive 
through Church-Ministers 
Relations many benefits that 
otherwise could not be of­
fered. □ — Church-Ministers 
Relations Department. TBCChurch Annuity Programs assist messengers of Gospel

The Church Annuity Programs Department's focus 
is on serving those who serve the Lord. Our role is 
unique in that while other Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion departments focus on the message of the Gospel, 
this department focuses on the messengers of the 
Gospel. This is done through serving as a liaison be­
tween Tennessee Baptist churches and the Annuity 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.

A major function of the department is the adminis­
tration of the Church Annuity Plan. This is the denom­
inational pension plan for Southern Baptist churches in 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention. An excellent feature 
of this plan is state convention matching dollars for eli­
gible members. Where does this matching money 
come from? It comes from Cooperative Program dol­
lars.

Eligible members of the Church Annuity Plan may 
receive up to $35 per month of Cooperative Program 
dollars. This money provides:
• Survivor and disability protection benefits, $17.50

• Contribution to member s retirement account, $17.50 
(maximum)
The amount contributed to a member's retirement 

account per month is $1 for every $3 contributed by 
the member and/or their church. This money is mak­
ing a difference in people's lives.

For example, if a minister receives matching money 
from the state convention starting at age 30 and re­
ceives it until age 65, that minister's retirement income 
will be approximately $4,384 more per year than it 
would have been without the matching funds from the 
state convention.

An even more dramatic example of how this money 
is making a difference can be seen in the lives of peo­
ple who need the survivor benefit or the disability ben­
efit before retirement. Depending upon a person's age, 
the survivor benefit can be as much as $67,500. If you 
become disabled, you may receive up to $300 each 
month you are disabled.

Last year a pastor of a Tennessee Baptist church met 

an untimely death leaving behind a wife and two chil­
dren. As is the case many times with church staff 
members, he was underinsured. However, he was in 
the retirement plan which automatically provided pro­
tection benefits for his family. When the wife was con­
tacted and told of the survivor benefit provided by Co­
operative Program gifts her response was, "This is the 
first ray of sunshine I've had in my life in two weeks."

God instructs his people to provide financial sup­
port for ministers he and the churches call to serve 
them. I Corinthians 9:14 says, "The Lord ordains that 
those who preach the Gospel should be supported by 
those who receive the Gospel."

The Church Annuity Programs Department is 
working to help churches do this through all of its pro­
grams — the Church Annuity Plan, Personal Security 
Life and Health Plans, Compensation Planning for 
church staff, and other church staff financial matters 
including information related to IRS regulations J — 
Church Annuity Programs Department TBC
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... through Conveutiou MinkMu
as One Servant Family

BSU Director John Billington nurtures 
health care students with CP aid

John Billington has served as direc­
tor of Baptist Student Ministries on 
five campuses, but his ministry’ to stu­
dents at the University of Tennessee - 
Memphis is probably the most unusu­
al. Since August 1972, Billington has 
been involved in a specialized min­
istry to students who are preparing 
for careers in the health professions 
— doctors, dentists, nurses, and phys­
ical therapists among others.

Ministering to these students is 
like trying to catch people on a escala­
tor. Students in health professions are 
very busy. Not only are they in class­
es, but they are accruing practical ex­
perience to prepare them for their ca­
reers. Even so Billington works with a 
Baptist Student Union Council made 
up of these students to plan and con­
duct events which will involve them 
in both Christian growth and Christ­
ian outreach. This ministry is facilitat­
ed by the presence of a Baptist Stu­
dent Center adjacent to the campus.

Above, David Kizer, of the 
Dentistry Class of 9Z treats a 
patient in Mexico; while 
David Stockton, at right, 
Class of ’78, of Knoxville 
works with Judy French of 
Nashville in the Philippines 
during 1991.

"Like an anxious father after his 
children move out," Billington says, 
"I look forward to hearing how my 
former BSUers are doing. The reports 
I get are some of the most encourag­
ing and affirming moments of my 
ministry." He corresponds regularly 
with former students and is im­
pressed by the way God is using them 
in their present places of work and 
sendee. A few examples follow.

Lee Cope (Dentistry '77) — "I am 
working with a part-time downtown 
medical/dental mission clinic. Also 
teaching a Sunday School class to 
married adults and discipleship 
groups with eighth and ninth grade 
boys and a men's group. Still enjoying 
wonderful friendships started at 
BSU."

David Stockton ( Medicine '78) — 
"I am a deacon at Central Church, 
Bearden. Recently involved in mis­
sion trips to Philippines, 1991-1992, as

well as Venezuela, 1989 and 
1990."

David Archer (Pharmacy 
'78) — "I have been able to go 
on a mission trip for five years 
in a row now with the Ten­
nessee Baptist Overseas Part­
nership."

Bill Young (Dentistry '90) — 
"I recently served on a med­
ical/dental project with my 
church (First Church, Atlanta) 
for over two weeks in 
Malaysia."

Shauna Southard (Pharmacy 
'91) — "I'll be going to 
Moscow to take food, vitamins, 
and school supplies to Russian 
children, and witness in the 
schools there where we will 
minister."

Barry Glenn (Dentistry '82) — "For 
the past eight years I have worked for 
the SBC Foreign Mission Board in 
overseas projects."

Sharon Argiro (Social Work '81) — 
"I play violin in the instrumental en­
semble at Cottage Hill Church in Mo­
bile. I am active in the Mobile Prayer 
Union, a group focusing on the need 
for spiritual revival in the church and 
spiritual renewal in the nation."

David George (Dentistry '87) and 
wife, Peggy (Nursing '86) — "God 
has given us a new desire for evange­
lism and missions. David has been 
teaching adult Sunday School for the 
past three years."

Add to this the testimony of Katri­
na Knox (Nursing '78) who is contin­
uing to serve as a career missionary 
nurse with the Foreign Mission 
Board. After being forced to leave 
Rwanda for a few months, she has re­
turned to that country.

The note of missions involvement 
sounds strongly in the reports from 
former BSUers. It started primarily in 
1977 when 18 students and spouses 
served in Belize in medical missions. 
In 1980, Lee Baggett, a SBC mission­
ary physician in Mexico, opened the 
way for UT - Memphis BSUers to as­
sist him in village clinic projects. 
Every year since then the BSU has 
sent one or more teams to Mexico or 
other countries.

Billington says, "A spark was ignit­
ed which still burns. Our graduates 
have shared that spark as leaders in 
local Baptist churches where they 
now serve. Thank you, Tennessee 
Baptists, for Cooperative Program 
funds that have made possible our 
part in that flame!" □ — Student Min­
istries Department, TBC

Terry Wilkerson

Materials from 
Evangelism aid 
missions work of 
Gallatin church

Bud Dyer of Academy Heights Church 
in Gallatin asked the Evangelism Depart­
ment to assist the church with a planned 
youth mission trip to First Church, East 
Point, Fla., (about 65 miles east of Panama 
City). The Evangelism Department fur­
nished 400 New Testaments and some wit­
nessing tracts for the June trip.

Academy Heights members, including 
Terry Wilkerson, pastor, canvassed the 
neighborhoods and handed out the New 
Testaments and tracts, had Backyard Bible 
Clubs during the day, and revival at night. 
The Sunday before the revival, First Church 
had 28 in Sunday School. During the mis­
sions trip 34 people were saved. East Point 
has a population of 2,000.

Other results were reported by the Ten­
nesseans. Before the mission trip First 
Church, East Point, had no youth program. 
One has been started and 10 youth are in­
volved. The churches have begun an ongo­
ing relationship. Six of the teenagers who 
were saved this summer have visited Acad­
emy Heights members.

In addition, when the Tennessee church 
heard their friends were affected by a hurri­
cane, the members took a truck full of 
clothes and food. East Point is in an eco­
nomically depressed area with oystering as 
the main business. After the hurricane, the 
government shut down the oystering busi­
ness because of silt in tire water.

Ernest Smith, who is the pastor at East 
Point, told the Tennesseans he had been 
praying for God to send someone to help 
his church and feels God answered his 
prayers. Bud Dyer found out about the 
needs of the church through the director of 
missions in Panama City.

Academy Heights, which was just three 
years old in October, started with 30 people 
and now have 120. Academy Heights sent 
30 members to Florida. Youth raised the 
needed funds for the trip, which cost about 
$6,000. □ — Evangelism Department, TBC
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Ill through Convention Ministries
as One Servant Family

Partnership Missions continues 
response to ‘missionary call’

Dollars expended through the Part­
nership Missions Department literally 
change lives of volunteers as they par­
ticipate in and experience foreign and 
home missions. Men and women re­
turn to the local church with a true 
perspective of what our Lord meant by 
the Great Commission. Their lives as 
Christians take on a whole new mean­
ing as they interpret the real signifi­
cance of the Great Commission to 
touch lives in the name of Christ.

Partnership Missions is the old 
Macedonia missionary call "Come 
over to Macedonia and help us" (Acts 
16:9). Being in partnership is a joint re­
sponsibility to share the Good News of 
Christ with those who have not heard.

Tennessee Baptists are concluding 
the "Macedonian call" to Chile, contin­
uing it in Michigan, and may be carry­
ing it out in 1995 in Poland and Cana­
da. Will you take the Good News to a 
lost world?

Chile and
Michigan

During the past three years Cooper­
ative Program dollars have made it 
possible for the Partnership Missions 
Department to recruit, provide orienta­
tion, and assist some 700 volunteers to 
work in the South American country 
of Chile and the state of Michigan in 
North America. Those who journeyed 
to Chile have provided training for the 
Chilean Baptists in the areas of health 
services, evangelistic outreach, and 
construction of church buildings.

For 15 years, God has given Ten­
nessee the opportunity to work along­
side Michigan Baptists. Many lives 
have been changed forever because of 
this partnership.

There have been more than 30,000 
volunteers working in the partnership. 
Although much of the funding of the 
projects in Michigan has been borne by 
the volunteer and his/her church, Co­
operative Program funds have been 
used to help coordinate projects and 
activities.

Billy Whitt, missions division direc­
tor of the Baptist State Convention of 
Michigan, recently said, "I can't think 
of a single new church start in Michi­
gan during the past 15 years that Ten­
nessee has not been a part."

The needs are great. Six million of 
the nine million people who live in 
Michigan are unchurched. Would you 
help reach Michigan for Christ?

Vision 2000 signifies a new phase of 
partnership with Michigan Baptists 
that will continue until the year 2000. 
With this new phase comes great op­
portunities for Tennessee Baptists to 
continue to minister across the state of 
Michigan.

Poland
The Baptist movement started in 

Poland in 1858 when a group of people 
near Warsaw came together for Bible 
study and prayer in a private home. 
Before the second world war there 
were two groups: The German Baptist 
Union and the Slavic Baptist Associa­
tion numbering 20,000 members. At 
the end of the war there remained only 
1,500 Polish Baptists.

Today there are 56 Baptist churches 
and over 50 missions stations with 
3,217 baptized members.

The years since the fall of commu­
nism have been a time of economic, 
cultural, and spiritual change in 
Poland, yet Polish Baptists operate sev­
eral ministries. Two Southern Baptist 
missionary couples are currently serv­
ing in the Warsaw area.

The doors are wide open to share 
the Gospel in Poland. An invitation 
has been received for Tennessee Bap­
tists to partner with the Baptist Union 
of Poland for three years beginning in 
January’ 1995 if approved by the annu­
al 1994 Tennessee Baptist Convention 
meeting Nov. 15-16 in Cordova.

Canada
As early as 1949, Baptists in western 

Canada became interested in Southern 
Baptist literature, training programs, 
and approaches to evangelism and 
missions. Canadian Baptists came 
across the border to participate in 
Southern Baptist training events. By 
the 1980s, many Canadian Baptists be­
gan to see a need for their own organi­
zation.

They organized the Canadian Con­
vention of Southern Baptists in May 
1985. Southern Baptists agreed to assist 
the new convention, allowing both the 
Home and Foreign Mission boards to 
work with the Canadian group. Both a 
new convention building and semi­
nary have been recently constructed in 
Cochrane, a small town near Calgary'.

At the close of 1993, there were 106 
congregations in the convention and 
more than 360 people were baptized 
that year.

The Macedonian call "come help 
us" also has been extended by the 
Canadian Convention of Southern 
Baptists. The three-year partnership 
would focus on the Western Provinces 
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
and British Columbia. It also will be 
presented to the annual convention 
Nov. 15-16 in Cordova.

Tennessee Baptists have seen their 
dollars at work locally, here in the 
United States, and in the foreign fields 
because of the Partnership Missions 
Department. □ — Partnership Missions 
Department, TBC

Pastor Tim Cox of Brinkley Heights Church, Memphis, ministers to youngsters in the 
inner city

Small inner-city church makes 
big difference in Memphis

How can a church with fewer than 50 
active members make an impact on a city 
of nearly 800,000? The Cooperative Pro­
gram and Golden State Missions Offer­
ing gifts of Tennessee Baptists have 
helped Brinkley Heights Church of 
Memphis do just that. Pastor Tim Cox 
has incorporated the Mississippi River 
Ministry to multiply resources, enlist 
volunteers, involve partnership church­
es, and touch this city like few other 
churches have

Where people have gone hungry, Cox 
has established a food ministry that 
reaches 650 people each month, 7,800 
people per year. The Brinkley Heights 
hunger ministry is one of 59 hunger min­
istries supported through the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and the Home Mis­
sion Board.

Where people have suffered from in­
adequate housing, the church has used 
teams of volunteers working with Mis­
sissippi River Ministry to help refurbish 
homes. Teens and adults from across 
Tennessee and from other states have 
merged in Memphis to help senior adults 
and poor families repair roofs, rebuild 
frames, and remodel interiors. The worth 
of this ministry was evident in the tears 
in the eyes of an elderly lady whose ceil­
ing had been about to collapse and was 
repaired by a ministry team.

Where people wrestled with alcohol 
and substance abuse, Brinkley Heights 
Church has initiated counseling and sup­
port groups. These groups meet weekly 
at the church, led by volunteers who 
know the devastation that drugs and al­
cohol can bring.

Where people are unchurched, this 
tiny congregation has taken on the task 
of sponsoring a new church-type mission 
— New Song Mission. Cooperative Pro­
gram and Golden State dollars helped 
Brinkley Heights purchase a large house 

for the mission site. Those same dollars 
have helped provide a pastor for the 
mission.

A church of 35 starting another mis­
sion? Yes, and doubling the number of 
persons being reached in the process! 
New Song is one of 24 new churches 
started in Tennessee this year with the 
aid of the Cooperative Program and the 
Golden State Mission Offering.

The statistics of additions by baptism, 
new Sunday School members, and other 
indicators of people being reached by the 
Gospel show dramatically that dollars 
spent in new mission work do make a 
difference. Without those resources and 
the aid of fellow Tennessee Baptists, 
Brinkley Heights and other sponsoring 
churches would have a very difficult 
time beginning new works.

Yes, missions dollars have made a dif­
ference through Brinkley Heights 
Church. It can be seen in the eyes of little 
children involved in multiple neighbor­
hood Bible Clubs who have longed for 
someone to care for them and share with 
them the love of Jesus. It can be heard in 
the voices of gratitude from parents who 
are given hope for their families through 
these and other ministries. It can be read 
in the hesitant lines written by adults 
who are writing for the very first time as 
the literacy ministry enables adults to 
learn how to read the Word of God for 
themselves and to be able to fill out a 
written job application personally.

One only has to spend a few moments 
with Cox to be moved with compassion at 
the plight of the inner city poor and to be 
filled with joy at the stories of lives and 
families who have been dramatically 
touched through these ministries. Cox's 
ministry is supplemented by the Missions 
Department through the TBC Coopera­
tive Program and the Home Mission 
Board, j - Missions Department, TBC
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Difference as One Servant Family
Become ‘care-holders’ of children, youth: TBCH

Wall Street moguls might have a 
tough time comparing valuable "com­
modities" to the lives of hurting chil­
dren, but the staff and volunteers at 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes 
want you to know every Cooperative 
Program dollar going to this ministry 
is a sound investment with immea­
surable returns.

Tennessee Baptists and their 
churches can say, in all sincerity, they 
are "care-holders" (which goes much 
deeper than mere "share holders") of 
more than 300 abused, neglected, 
abandoned, and orphaned children at 
nine locations across the state. Ap­
proximately one-third of the TBCH 
annual budget comes from Coopera­
tive Program dollars and it can literal­
ly transform young lives. In addition 
to staffing and the children's basic 
needs, your giving supports a variety 
of ministries within the agency that 
meet children at their point of need.

Three Alternative Homes in 
Clarksville, Franklin, and Greeneville 
provide Christian counseling, finan­
cial assistance, and medical care for 
teens facing unplanned pregnancies. 
TBCH believes in the sanctity of life 
and offers love and understanding to 
young women who might otherwise 
have chosen abortion. After the birth, 
TBCH helps the mother adjust to her 
new responsibilities and assists in job 
training and placement. As a state-li­
censed adoption agency, TBCH will 
find loving, Christian homes for ba­
bies whose mothers choose not to 
keep their children.

Emotionally-troubled girls and 
their families find healing in the 
GENESIS (Girls Experiencing New

Enabling Strengths in Service) Min­
istry at the West Tennessee Campus. 
Boys, ages 13-16, who have been 
ruled status offenders by the courts 
find new direction and the emotional 
help they need at our home in 
Kingsport and the Boys Ranch in 
Millington.

Residential Care offers a sense of 
belonging in a family-style setting. 
More than 25 "cottages" on the 
Franklin, Memphis, and Chattanooga 
campuses are each organized as sin­
gle-family units. Houseparents (a 
husband and wife team often with 
children of their own) care for as 
many as eight children and provide 
Christian/ parent role models. Foster 
care is also available for children who 
need more personal attention.

And when young people approach 
the age of 18, they enter the WINGS 
program (Winning Independence 
Necessitates Giving Self). Teens are 
prepared for life on their own and 
taught basic "survival" skills includ­
ing meal preparation, financial man­
agement, vehicle care, and personal 
needs development.

From birth to young adulthood, 
these programs are just a sampling of 
how your Cooperative Program dol­
lars produce tangible proof of God's 
love to hurting children. TBCH is 
making a difference on a personal, 
community’, and statewide level as it 
strives to help youth become whole 
people through Jesus Christ. And 
they proudly count Tennessee Bap­
tists as partners — "care-holders" — 
in the eternal investment of young 
lives. □ — Tennessee Baptist Children 
Homes

At left, members 
of a family 
formed at one 
of the homes 
provided by the 
Tennessee Bap­
tist Children's 
Homes, enjoy a i 
game together. 
Below, residents 
of the Boys 
Ranch in Mill­
ington, which 
provides homes 
for boys who 
have been ruled 
status offenders 
by a court, col­
lect bales of hay 
grown there.

John finds home at Rainbow Acres for his special needs
John was born with moderate mental 

retardation, vision problems, and a se­
vere hearing impairment. With these 
disadvantages, John might very wrell 

John works at Pine Mountain Industries in Jacksboro, a sheltered 
workshop, during the day.

have had a good reason to fail.
To his advantage, however, was the 

loving, Christian family to which he 
was bom. John thrived during his de­

velopmen­
tal years. 
He attend­
ed school, 
went to 
church, and 
enjoyed his 
childhood 
and early 
adult years. 
Even chal­
lenges as 
monumen­
tal as his 
were no 
match for 
the influ­
ence of a 
Christian 
home.

When John's mother died and his 
father's health deteriorated, the family 
was faced with needing placement for 
John. Options were severely limited 
and, like many families in this situa­
tion, they felt desperate. They were 
fortunate enough to have a longtime 
friend of the family who agreed to be 
legal guardian for John. With the help 
of this guardian a group home was 
found that was acceptable to John and 
his family.

Things took a turn for the worse 
when the group home was forced to 
close due to financial reasons. An 
emergency placement had to be made 
which was not an ideal situation. John 
and his family were not well pleased. 
Following two to three months of liv­
ing in this new home, John began to 
regress. Progress notes and other offi­
cial documentation indicated John was 
slowly losing many of the skills he had 
acquired while living at home.

While attending a missions fair in 
his hometown, John's guardian 
learned of the developmental disabili­
ties ministry of Tennessee Baptist 
Adult Homes. There was a place avail­
able for John at Rainbow Acres in 
Jacksboro.

Rainbow Acres was given to Ten­
nessee Baptists by Baptist Homes for 
Retarded Adults in 1993. The home is 
supported by funds from the families 
of residents, Supplemental Security In­
come, Social Security, Golden State 
Missions Offering, and the Coopera­
tive Program.

Since John's move to Rainbow 
Acres, he has progressed in his self- 
care skills and social skills to a point 
beyond which he had ever attained, 
even while living at home.

Thanks to the Cooperative Program 
and Tennessee Baptists, John has a 
loving, Christian home once again. □ 
— Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes
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„.MtnUons
as One Servant Family

Carson-Newman joins others in helping Addison family
Twice in one year, Wayne Addison 

nearly lost his battle with a progressive, 
debilitating disease that has plagued him 
for 20 years.

"I was afraid that I would die and 
leave my family without any place to 
live."

After, nine years as pastor at Beulah 
Church in Kingsport, he finally was go­
ing to have to give up his service and his 
home. Because he wanted to continue his 
work and support his family, he repeat­
edly defied his doctor's orders to give up 
his job. But his struggle with Crohn's 
Disease took its toll, forcing his retire­
ment decades earlier than he had hoped. 
His last week of work was also the first 
week that his oldest daughter would at­
tend Carson-Newman College.

Within a few months, the Cooperative Program took 
a troubled family with a bleak future and changed their 
lives.

"I felt like this was where God wanted me to be," 
said Hannah. Yet, on grades alone, she would not be 
able to get the scholarships she would need to attend 
Carson-Newman. She admits that she was not happy 
with her grades in high school, but she had worked a 
full-time job to make ends meet, helped take care of her 
younger sisters, endured a serious car accident with two 
of her sisters, and watched her father nearly die twice. 
These are the kinds of situations that don't show up on 
the lines of a financial aid form or on a high school tran­
script. This is where Tennessee Baptists can use funds of 
the Cooperative Program to help one another.

When Hannah met with an admissions counselor, 
these words became her hope, "If you want to come to 
Carson-Newman, we will find a way to make it possi­
ble." Her admissions counselor happened to be the 
daughter of the president of the college. At that time.

Holston Association Director of Missions Tat Thompson, left, visits with Wayne and 
Hannah Addison on the Carson-Newman College campus.

not even her counselor, Gayle Maddox Wells, had heard 
the whole story of the Addison family. So when Gayle 
and her father, Cordell Maddox, were visiting a church 
in Johnson City it came as a surprise.

It was the annual visit of a college choir, the college 
president, and an admissions representative for Carson- 
Newman Days in the church. It was also the night that 
this church would take up its offering for the Addison 
family. Through the coordination of the director of mis­
sions, Tai Thompson, this was one of 70 churches in the 
Holston Baptist Association which would participate in 
a project to help build a home for the family.

As the pastor told the story of the Addison family, 
Gayle leaned over and whispered to her father, "I've 
met the daughter, Hannah. She wants to come to Car­
son-Newman."

Through the funds of the Cooperative Program, they 
would, indeed, find a way for Hannah to go to Carson- 
Newman.

A state school had offered Hannah a scholarship for 

full tuition plus expenses. While it was a 
tempting offer, given their financial situa­
tion, they held on to their hope that she 
would be able to come to Carson-New­
man. "Her mother and I believe this is 
where God wanted her to be," said Wayne 
Addison. "No matter how large the odds 
are, if God has a place for you, he will pro­
vide a way for you to get there."

Now, as Wayne Addison's 17-year- 
old daughter Rachel approaches college 
years, she visits her sister and considers 
Carson-Newman. "We spent a lot of 
time apprehensive and worried for Han­
nah," he explained. "But now, it is a reas­
surance that if God took care of Hannah, 
He'll take care of Rachel, too. He has tak­
en care of our whole family."

"God has used the Cooperative Pro­
gram in dozens of ways to help our family," says 
Wayne Addison. Through the /Annuity Board, the funds 
of the Cooperative Program funded his disability insur­
ance, provided financial assistance during the months 
when he had no income, set up a retirement program, 
and even helped provide a way for his daughter to go to 
a Baptist college. Holston Association also completed 
the house for the family.

"I’m grateful for all of the large number of Baptist 
churches that worked together, and I hope that we nev­
er lose that ability to work together. It takes a large 
number of God's people working together.

"The beauty’ of our Tennessee Baptist programs is 
that they are organized so that many people can be in­
volved in so much. But that is also the disadvantage. Be­
cause so many are invok ed in so much, we sometimes 
don't see the real people who are reached by our gifts. If 
this story helps one church to see how their dollars 
touch real people, then it has been worthwhile." □ — 
Carson-Newman College. Jefferson City

Belmont University student Sarah Bedenbaugh chooses missions
Love and deep-rooted compassion 

for those in need describe Sarah Be­
denbaugh, a senior religion and psy­
chology major at Belmont University.

A native of Laurens, S.C., Beden­
baugh first got involved in mission 
work when she was seven years old 
through a program sponsored by her 
home church, Chestnut Ridge Church, 
Laurens, S.C.

Her devotion to helping others con­
tinued through high school and during 
breaks throughout college.

Several years ago Bedenbaugh 
spent a month in California on a mis­
sion trip with the Baptist Student 
Union. There she worked with a crew 
that scraped and repainted residence 
halls on the campus of Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley.

During the trip home, Bedenbaugh 
began feeling that missionary work 
was her calling. She had always want­
ed to be a Christian counselor. Howev­
er, what she saw during short-term 
mission work peaked her awareness 
that her passion to help others would 
be better suited for the mission field.

"We were somewhere in Nevada 
and there were some really desolate 
situations. When I saw there were peo­
ple in need, I desired to reach out to 
them instead of waiting for them to 
come to me," she says.

Little did she know’ that one year 
later, there would be an even greater 
impact on her life.

Bedenbaugh worked two weeks in 
Temuco, Chile, as part of a mission 
trip through the School of Religion at 
Belmont.

While in Chile, she helped lead a 
spiritual emphasis week for high 
school students which consisted of 
music and testimony, followed by 
small group discussions.

"There was a lot of time spent get­
ting to know each other and each oth­
er's culture — time spent creating 
long-lasting friendships," she reflects.

Bedenbaugh said the part of the trip 
that is most prevalent in her mind was 
a faculty/teacher function during 
which each member of the team gave a 
testimony and sang a song. Someone 
was singing "He's Everything," a song 
recognized by the Chileans who imme­

Bedenbaugh visits with children in Chile as part of her missions work there.

diately began singing in Spanish with 
those singing in English.

Such harmony sparked an over­
whelming feeling, Bedenbaugh said.

That trip inspired a new outlook on 
materialism as well as the realization 
that the foreign mission field is where 
she needs to be.

"I had been on missions trips in the 
United States," says Bedenbaugh, "but 
upon our departure from Chile, 1 

didn't want to leave, and I knew that 
this was the direction for my lite."

After earning her degree from Bel­
mont, Bedenbaugh plans to attend 
seminary where she will attain degrees 
in counseling and world Christianity.

While she would love to return to 
Chile, she says she will gladly journey 
wherever the Foreign Mission Board 
appoints her. □ — Belmont University, 
Nashville
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tit through Mitutions
as One Servant Family

Gifts help academy fill 
voids left by Bosnian War

How is it that an 18-year-old young 
man, who was bom and lived most of his 
life in what is now Bosnia and Herzegov­
ina, sits today as an honor student in a 
classroom in Seymour, studying eco­
nomics, English, painting, accounting, 
and geometry^ along with students from 
nine other countries?

Although Slobodan Kozomara did 
not plan to be dependent upon the Coop­
erative Program support of Tennessee 
Baptists when he came to the United 
States in 1993, he has had to rely on the 
Cooperative Program for his education, 
and even his housing and food.

Slobodan's parents were very success­
ful professionals in the Bosnian society. 
His father, Svetozar, is an engineer and 
his mother, Slobodanca, is a medical doc­
tor. They were encouraging to their son 
"Slobo" when he said he wanted to at­
tend an American boarding school. His 
cousin had recently moved from Ten­
nessee to Ohio and had suggested Harri­
son-Chilhowee Baptist Academy as the 
school he should attend.

So Slobo applied to The King's Acade­
my of Harrison-Chilhowee, was accept­
ed, and arrived in the United States with 
$2,000 and expectations of continued 
support from his parents. He enrolled in
fall, 1993, as a junior.

Then war broke 
out in Bosnia, and 
Slobo lost contact 
with his family. His 

I money soon ran out.
Academy officials 

had a choice. They 
could dismiss Slobo 
for financial reasons 
and refer him to the 
U.S. immigration au­
thorities. Or they 
could try to help him.

Enter the Coopera­
tive Program.

Because of the gen­
erous support of Ten­
nessee Baptists 

j through the Coopera­ Slobodan Kozomara

tive Program, academy officials were 
able to extend an offer of need-based fi­
nancial aid to Slobo. He was able to stay 
in school.

Periodic telephone contact was 
achieved between Slobo and his parents. 
He learned Bosnian banks had been 
closed. His parents lost their jobs and 
money. They reported fighting and 
bloodshed but were happy their son was 
safe and being cared for by Christians.

Although all correspondence from the 
academy to his parents in Bosnia has 
been returned because of no mail service, 
a note from them arrived last year in 
which they wrote, "We are in a position 
to struggle for survival and against 
poverty, because we are jobless and 
without any income, and our country's 
economy completely destroyed. We are 
depending now on your Christian fel­
lowship and pray to God to help our son 
Slobodan to become a good Christian."

At first appearance, Slobo looks like a 
typical student at the academy. His 
pleasant demeanor and smile are warm 
and inviting. But when he speaks, his 
soft accent and carefully chosen words 
reveal a seriousness and concern about 
his family and his future.

He hopes to pursue a college degree 
in the U.S. Maybe the 
Cooperative Program 
will continue to be 
this promising young 
man's friend until he 
can stand on his own. 
And who knows the 
potential contribution 
he can make to the 
world and the cause 
of Christ?

However God us­
es him, Slobo will be 
forever grateful to 
Tennessee Baptists 
and the Cooperative 
Program. □ — Har- 
rison-Chilhowee Bap­
tist Academy, Sey­
mour

Paul Williams, left, director of in-service guidance at Union University, counsels 
Jamie Deason, one of 287 ministerial students at the university involved in the 
church-related vocation in-service program.

Union trains ministerial
students with help from CP gifts

Cooperative Program dollars help 
support many programs at Union Uni­
versity, services which in turn benefit 
the university's most precious asset, its 
student body. One such program is 
Union's in-service guidance program 
for church-related vocation students, an 
outreach to ministerial students which 
provides financial support as well as 
practical instruction in each student's 
chosen field of ministry.

Union's in-service guidance program 
is partially funded through a restricted 
grant from the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention's Cooperative Program. The re- 
mainder of the program is funded 
through Union's general operating bud­
get, which is also subsidized by CP dol­
lars. This year, the program has provid­
ed some 287 ministerial students with 
$256,350 in scholarships thus far.

"We primarily seek to urge every 
CRV student to be actively involved in 
the local church, and to make ourselves 
available to personally counsel stu­
dents," said Paul Williams, Union's di­
rector of in-service guidance. "Through 
CRV seminars and personal interaction 
with the students, we assist students in 
affirming their calls to minister."

Any ministerial student who main­
tains membership in a Southern Baptist 

church is eligible to receive a scholar­
ship for his or her participation in the 
program. Students attend monthly sem­
inars led by Jackson-area ministers who 
answer questions and offer advice re­
garding careers in ministry.

First- and second-year students meet 
in large groups to discuss the call to 
minister and the mission of the church, 
while upper level students divide into 
six groups according to their vocational 
choices. Areas discussed include pas­
toral ministry, music, youth, education, 
missions, and social work.

Union's religious affairs office also 
maintains a file containing information 
about CRV students who are available 
for part-time ministry positions in area 
churches. This placement service aids 
churches in filling staff needs while of­
fering students hands-on ministry expe­
rience.

John Adams, Union's vice president 
for religious affairs, credits the CRV 
program with steadily increasing the 
number of ministerial students at 
Union while other West Tennessee in­
stitutions are experiencing a decline.

"Almost one fourth of our current 
freshman class (107 of 433) are entering 
church-related vocations," Adams said. 
□ — Union University Jackson

Raymond Agee’s gifts will make difference
In May 1985, William Raymond Agee of Mt. Juliet 

asked the Tennessee Baptist Foundation to prepare a 
Christian will for him. He wanted the Lord's work to 
benefit from the estate God had placed in his care.

His will directed that a trust be created with the in­
come earned to be paid to his only brother for his life­
time. At his brother's death, the income was to be dis­
tributed to the Christian causes of his choice.

Raymond had been a Baptist all of his life and was an 
active and faithful member of Green Hills Church in 
Wilson County. He was a 65-year-old bachelor who had 
lived with his parents and had cared for them.

As a farmer he had worked hard. But in October 
1986, he decided it was time to slow down. So in No­

vember of that year Raymond again called the founda­
tion about donating his farm to the foundation to create 
a trust with the income going to him for his lifetime and 
then to Christian causes.

A Charitable Remainder Unitrust was prepared. The 
farm was transferred to the foundation which sold it for 
$1 million.

After his death the principal would remain invested 
forever and the income earned each year to be distrib­
uted to his local church, Cooperative Program, Ten­
nessee Baptist Children's Homes, and to provide schol­
arships for students preparing for full-time Christian 
sendees and/or a medically-related field.

In February 1987, Raymond died after a brief illness.

now, forever
He did not receive any of the income from his trust, but 
because of his love for the Lord's work, his church, and 
his desire to assist young people, he has given more 
than $500,000 since his death. And $300,000 of it has 
been given in scholarships to hundreds of students.

The Tennessee Baptist Foundation, since its inception 
in 1938, has been assisting people like Raymond Agee. 
No fees are charged by the foundation for its sendees 
because through all the years the major portion of the 
foundation operating budget has been provided 
through the Cooperative Program.

The foundation is proud to be a part of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Cooperative Program team □ — 
Tennessee Baptist Foundation
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... in Teumee Baptist lift
as One Servant Family

CP provides for informed Baptists
Cooperative Program dollars 

making a difference. Hmmm. 
Making a difference?

Telling a story about a person, 
reporting events, sharing work of 
churches, associations, the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention.

Reaching across manmade 
boundaries of counties, states, na­
tions, oceans, and around the 
world — that's it!

Not only do Cooperative Pro­
gram dollars make a difference in 
the ministry’ of the Baptist and Re­
flector, the paper undergirds the 
work done by every Tennessee 
Baptist Convention entity. And 
that is no simple job.

By tracking Baptist news in all

68 associations in the TBC and 
around the world, the Baptist and 
Reflector does its task.

But that's not all. The personal 
touch of three journalists and four 
office staffers provides the profes­
sionalism necessary in telling the 
stories with skill and warmth.

The Baptist and Reflector is a de­
scendant of a Baptist newspaper 
founded in Nashville, 1835, by 
R.B.C. Howell. He was pastor of 
First Church, Nashville, at that 
time and later served four terms 
as president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention.

He launched an effort that not 
only succeeded, it flourished and 
survived.

Baptist and Reflector staff covers many church anniversaries like this one 
at Springtown Church, near Reliance.

Today's Baptist and Reflector is 
vastly different. The paper reaches 
many, many more readers and 
considers the whole world its ter­
ritory.

Major emphasis is placed on 
Tennessee Baptists and their 
churches, of course. But news of 
other state conventions and the 
Southern Baptist Convention is al­
so vital to their interests.

The paper's staff covers many 
events in person. The work of the 
local churches is always of inter­
est. And features about Baptists 
who make significant contribu­
tions in ministry are popular with 
readers.

The CP dollars that strengthen 
the paper's budget work along­
side income from advertising and 
subscriptions. The more subscrip­
tions then, mean less CP dollars 
needed.

What do the readers like to 
read? There is no clear-cut favorite 
among them, but apparently read­
ers like the church news, Sunday 
School lessons, letters to the editor, 
personal columns, and editorials.

Many readers say that Fred 
Wood's "Just for today” and 
"Families matter" by Paul Barkley 
are pleasers.

Now after almost 160 years, the 
paper will continue to minister to 
Tennessee Baptists through the 
printed word, supported by the 
Cooperative Program. Thanks, 
Tennessee Baptists. □ — Baptist 
and Reflector

Public Relations publication helpful: DOM
A carpenter's tools are of value to the extent that 

one is able to utilize them. So it is with the Green Light, 
which is published by the Public Relations Office.

Pastors, church staff, church leaders, and associa- 
tional leaders share a common concern. How does 
one know about, remember, and keep up with the 
multitude of dates, locations, and times for all the

Some years past, the executive board staff was 
asked to provide a single-piece, monthly mailout 
which would include correct information about TBC 
programs, conferences, and meetings for the succeed­
ing month. The requested information would include 
date, location, and time. With such essential informa­
tion on a single sheet, one has at hand a ready refer-

meetings, conferences, 
promotional and training 
events that are scheduled 
through the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention struc­
ture throughout the year?

Some information, but 
not all, finds its way into 
the annual association or 
church calendar. Each

Communication is 
essential for coopera­
tion!

— Bill BargioL director of missions

ence for dispensing need­
ed, accurate information 
from and through the as­
sociation office to the 
churches and/or church 
leaders.

The extent to which 
the Green Light provides 
ongoing, current schedul­
ing information makes

program, department, institution, and agency of the 
convention promotes its own program through a vari­
ety of mailouts. But to keep track of all those on an in­
dividual basis requires a mass of storage and display 
space and a continual checking of piece after piece of 
materials. Then, when someone calls for information, 
one must search for the right promotional piece, make 
sure its current, and try to provide the proper infor­
mation.

our work in the association offices easier, more effec­
tive, and more accurate as we seek to cooperate with 
and support the ongoing ministires of the TBC. Com­
munication is essential for cooperation!

Cooperative Program dollars publish the Green 
Light and it is truly a useful tool which we utilize con­
tinually in the office of the Big Emory Baptist Associa­
tion. □ — Bill Bargiol, director of missions, Big Emory 
Association, for Public Relations Office

Campers and counselors relax for a second at Girls in 
Action Camp, which is directed by Tennessee Woman 's 
Missionary Union.

Bus ministry, 
Acteens lead girl 
to state WMV work

Several years ago a church in Middle Tennessee 
had a bus ministry. Among the children who rode the 
bus was a little girl whose father had died when she 
and her sister were younger and whose family was 
not involved in church.

The little girl accepted Christ as her Savior and in a 
few years became involved in Acteens. As an Acteen 
she participated in all the activities and events includ­
ing Acteens Summit (made possible partially through 
Cooperative Program funds). Because these were pos­
itive experiences, she applied and served later as a 
counselor for state Girls in Action/Acteens camps — 
both at Linden and Carson.

After one of these weeks a camper wrote to thank 
this now college student/counselor for the influence 
on her life. The camper shared about her commitment 
while at camp to tell her friends about Christ. As a re­
sult she had gone home from camp and led another 
girl to Christ.

Cooperative Program funds and camper's fees 
make possible GA and Acteens camps in Tennessee.

From the Cooperative Program came funding for 
the former camp counselor to sene as GA Camp Di­
rector for Tennessee WMU and upon graduation from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary the Coop­
erative Program provides funds for salary as she 
serves Tennessee Baptists as Woman's Missionary 
Union Associate. She leads Mission Friends, Girls in 
Action, missions education for Ethnic/Language 
groups, and GA camps.

GA camps touch more than 1,400 girls each year 
with a focused missions experience in the camp set­
ting. The majority of campers are Christians since thev 
have come from established mission organizations in 
their churches. Opportunities are abundant for girls to 
share any commitment thev make during the week 
where trained counselors live, play, teach, and love 
the girls.

A week of being with missionaries, having hands 
on experiences with another culture, studying the 
Bible together, and enjoying the camp environment 
for playing, worshiping, and living together provides 
many opportunities for spiritual growth and missions 
awareness.

Gifts to the Cooperative Program continue to touch 
lives through lives which are touched. □ — Tennessee 
Woman's Missionary Union
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Difference

« Cwtral AfaMnite
as One Servant Family

Executive Board
Ministries and Administration 
$6,947,515^^^^|

Convention Operations 
^^^^^$515,722

Preferred Christian Education
Item
$1,209,810 $6,507,068

1994 95 TBC Cooperative Program Budget
Budget Area 1993-94 1994 - 95 Executive

Anticipated Income Board Recommendation
Executive Board Ministries & Administration

Executive Board Administration
Executive Board Operations 92,980
Executive Office 253,787
Public Relations 91.041

437,808
Central Administrative Division

Division Office 106,938
Accounting Services 132,196
Baptist Center Operations 434,782
Capital Needs 45,136
Camp Carson 35,619
Camp Linden 6,473
Human Resources Office 219,560
Program Services _4”21S

1,402,922
Church Program Division

Division Office 0
Brotherhood 216,017
Church Music 162,158
Church Media Library/Rec. 89,631
Discipleship Training 315,292
Sunday School 353,160
Woman's Missionary Union 425,426

1,561,684
Convention Ministries Division

Division Office 132,943
Church Annuity Programs 68,760
Annuity Programs 0
Church/Minister Relations 136,415
CP & Stewardship Promotion 132,164
Evangelism 169,790
Missions Department 537,028
Associational Missions Program 1,127,020
Partnership Missions 117,484
Student Ministries Campus 947,815
Student Ministries Capital 0
Student Ministries Office _J71682 

-3.545,10,1
Executive Board Total 6,875,635 6,947,515
TBC Operations

Convention Operations
Baptist & Reflector 363,167 357,722
TBC Committees & Annual Meet. 67,736 82,500
TBC Audits 74.385 75.500

505,288 515,722
TBC Institutions

Christian Education
Belmont University 2,016,154 2,036,316
Carson Newman College , 2,016,154 2,036,316
Union University 2,016,154 2,036316
Harrison Chilhowee 305,069 308,120
Historical Archives 14,035 15,000
CRV Scholarships 74,722

6,442,288
___Z1Q00
6,507,068

Christian Services
TN Baptist Adult Homes 224,257 224,254
TN Baptist Children's Homes 1,109,455 1,109,454
TN Baptist Foundation 305.262 305.252

1,638,974 1,638,960
Tennessee Baptist Convention 15,462,185 15,609,265
Southern Baptist Convention 9,277312 9,365,559
Preferred Item

Church Annuity Plan 1,114,062 1,209,810
Cooperative Program Total 25,853,559 26,184,634

Business Operations lead 
four areas of TBC work

The Business-Operations 
Department of the Central Ad­
ministrative Division is divid­
ed into four teams.

1. The Human Resources7 
team is composed of Gamette 
Hogan and Denise Nelson. 
They are responsible for main­
taining all of our personnel 
files and records, processing 
payroll, and employee benefits.

2. Our Camp Services' team 
is composed of Tommy and 
Shirley Strong, Camp Linden, 
and Keith and Dori McKinney, 
Camp Carson. These couples 
maintain our camp properties 
and host groups which come to 
our camps.

3. Our Support Services' 
team includes Roger Johnson, 
property maintenance manag­
er, who is responsible for di­
recting the general mainte­
nance of all the Executive 
Board properties including 16 
Baptist Student Centers, the 
two camps, and the Baptist 
Center in Brentwood. Andy 
Gunn is our Baptist Center 
maintenance worker and per­
forms all delivery services. 
Larry Lindsay is our building 
host and purchasing clerk. He 
helps organize meal services 
and room setup services for 
various meetings held in our

conference center plus assist­
ing other departments in pur­
chasing supplies and materi­
als. Jamie Fennell is our 
switchboard operator. She is 
the first person everyone hears 
when they call the Baptist Cen­
ter.

4. Our Accounting/Com- 
puter Services' team is made 
up of David McDonald, Evelyn 
Vaughn, Jearl Ann Johnson, 
and Brenda Carr. These indi­
viduals are responsible for re­
ceiving ail of our Cooperative 
Program dollars and making 
sure that all of the money re­
ceived is allocated appropriate­
ly and within the guidelines of 
the annual budget. Mark Fran­
cis is our computer services 
specialist. He is responsible for 
assisting all of our departments 
with their computer needs and 
providing overall direction and 
guidance to our computer in­
stallations.

The role of the Business Op­
erations Department is to pro­
vide services to the other de­
partments of the Executive 
Board. We seek ways to make 
departments' jobs easier in or­
der that they might be able to 
assist our churches in a greater 
capacity. □ — Business Opera­
tions Department. TBC

Program Services serves 
all other departments

The use of Cooperative Program dollars by the Program Ser­
vices Department can be understood best by considering the num­
ber of Cooperative Program dollars saved by its operation that can 
be put into a more direct path to enrich people through Christ.

Various cost analyses have been done to determine the cost 
of operations as compared to the cost of having the same work 
done by commercial enterprises. Of the work done by the de­
partment that could be compared with commercial costs, there 
was an annual savings of approximately one-half million dol­
lars. These analyses were performed prior to the department's 
addition of a typesetting service, which increases the cost con­
trast considerably.

The department has been featured in a national trade magazine 
and consistently appears in the top 100 in-plant printing opera­
tions in the nation.

The department has no program of its own to promote, but it 
promotes without favoritism the programs of all convention enti­
ties. The basic departmental outreach is through the distribution 
of Gospel tracts. In addition to supplying the tract needs within 
the state, the department has provided tracts to missionaries and 
other Christian leaders in 29 foreign countries, upon their request.

It is our fervent hope that our accessibility, our under­
standing of Baptist programs, our technical knowledge, and 
our capability for producing promotional materials of high 
quality and in timely fashion, provide additional values to our 
work that cannot be determined in the context of dollars and 
cents. □ — Program Services Department, TBC
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