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Tennesseans accept 'Macedonian call'
Messengers approve new partnerships; elect officers

By Wm. Fletcher Allen. Editor 
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — The 120th Annual Ses­
sion of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
meeting here Nov. 15-16 was different 
from previous sessions, and it was dra­
matic in Several ways.

Tennessee Baptists approved new mis­
sions partnerships, elected new officers, 
okayed a 1994-95 budget of $26,184,634, 
and closed the two-day meeting with prob­
ably their most exciting and well-attended 
missions/evangelism program ever.

The budget keeps the current TBC dis­
tribution at 62.5 percent, with 37.5 per­
cent to the Southern Baptist Convention. 
The new budget is slightly lower than last 
year’s $26,206,772.

Messengers also approved a study re­
port on the Tennessee Baptist Adult 
Homes as requested at last year’s meet­
ing, and accepted a preliminary report 
from the Long Range Study Committee 
which was appointed last year by then 
president Leonard Markham. Gary 
Coltharp, pastor of First Church, Jackson, 
is chairman of the ongoing study.

Despite low messenger registration of 
1,359 and a cool and rainy last day, the 
entire meeting was upbeat with debate on 
just a few major agenda items. Registra­
tion was short of last year’s 1,458, which 
itself was the lowest since 1980. Highest 
messenger registration was 2,280 in 
Gatlinburg in 1992.

Assisted by the drama department of

KONSTANTY WIAZOWSKI, center, president of the Baptist Union of Poland, signs the 
agreement linking his country with Tennessee Baptists for the next three years. Joining 
in the signing were, from left, Terry Sharp, director of TBC Partnership Missions Depart­
ment; FMB President deny Rankin, Ryszard Gutkowski, general secretary, Baptist Union 
of Poland, TBC Executive Director James Porch: and Gerry Taillon, director of evange­
lism for the Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists. Taillon also signed an agree­
ment placing his convention in a three-year partnership with the TBC.
host Bellevue Church, the TBC Executive 
Board staff presented a six-part mini-se­
ries that opened each session. Under the 
theme of “Cooperative Program Dollars 
Making a Difference”, the series traced 
the life of a typical-but-fictional Tennessee 
Baptist pastor and his family.

The mini-series emphasized the many 
aspects of programs and ministries of the

Tennessee Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Written by 
Bob Oldenburg, staff assistant at Roswell 
Street Church, Marietta, Ga., each of the 
six chapters explained how those pro­
grams and ministries benefit Tennessee 
Baptist families.

On Wednesday afternoon, messengers 
— See Tennesseans, page 2

Messengers elect pastor, layman, DOM as officers
For Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — Tennessee 
Baptist messengers demon­
strated a like for diversity,

choosing a pastor, a layman, 
and a director of missions, 
each from a different region of 
the state, as their officers for 
the coming year.

NEW OFFICERS of the Tennessee Baptist Convention are, from 
left, Wesley Pitts, director of missions, Cumberland Association, 
second vice president; M.B. Howard, layman, Oak Grove Church, 
Covington, first vice president; and Frank Hawkins, pastor of First 
Church, Kingsport, president.

Frank Hawkins, pastor of 
First Church, Kingsport, was 
elected president by 103 votes 
over Don Long, pastor of 
Chamberlain Memorial 
Church, Chattanooga.

Layman M.B. Howard of 
Oak Grove Church, Covington, 
was elected first vice president 
by a wide margin over Reed 
Wright, pastor of Maple Street 
Church, Cleveland.

Director of Missions Wesley 
Pitts of Cumberland Associa­
tion was elected second vice 
president, outdistancing Mem­
phis pastor Chuck Fowler of 
Shelby Forest Church, Mem­
phis, by more than 200 votes.

Only 815 voters out of more 
than 1,300 registered messen­
gers at the time of the election 
Wednesday morning cast bal­
lots.

Hawkins, pastor of First 
Church, Kingsport, for the 
past 14 years was nominated 
by a former TBC president,

Leonard Markham, pastor of 
Bluegrass Church. Henderson- 
ville.

Citing Hawkins’ past expe­
rience as a foreign missionary 
to Brazil, Markham noted 
Hawkins’ church has given 
more than $3 million to the 
Cooperative Program over the 
past 14 years, in addition to 
$468,000 to the Lottie Moon. 
Annie Armstrong, and Golden 
State mission offerings.

“He knows the way, goes the 
way, and will show the way,” 
Markham said.

Evangelist Billy Edmonds, a 
messenger from Central 
Church, Oak Ridge, nominated 
Long.

He said Long’s church gives 
10 percent to the Cooperative 
Program and has baptized 410 
people in the seven years he 
has been at the church. “He’s a 
soul winner in every way and 
will serve us well,” Edmonds 
said. □—Lonnie Wilkey
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elected Frank Hawkins, pastor of 
First Church, Kingsport, as presi­
dent. With 815 messengers voting, 
Hawkins won by 103 votes over 
Don Long, pastor of Chamberlain 
Memorial Church, Chattanooga.

Covington layman M.B. 
Howard was chosen first vice 
president, and Wesley Pitts, direc­
tor of missions, Cumberland Asso­
ciation, was chosen second vice 
president. (Please see related sto­
ry on page 1.) Also elected as con­
vention officers were TBC staffers 
Wallace Anderson, recording sec­
retary, and Dan Ferrell, registra­
tion secretary.

In other convention business, 
messengers unanimously ap­
proved an Executive Board recom­
mendation for two new partner­
ships and renewal of a third.

Jerry Rankin, Foreign Mission 
Board president and speaker for 
the closing session’s missions em­
phasis, joined James Porch, TBC 
executive director and foreign rep­
resentatives in signing partner­
ship missions agreements.

The three-year partnerships be­
ginning Jan. 1 are with Poland 
and the four Western Provinces of 
Canada, British Columbia, Alber­
ta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba.

An extension of the 15-year partner­
ship with Michigan also was affirmed. 
The partnership with Chile which began 
in 1992 concludes Dec. 31.

Rankin presented Porch with a plaque 
of appreciation for the work done by Ten­
nessee volunteers alongside Chilean Bap­
tists. Marcus Driggers, missionary to 
Chile, earlier in the meeting had read a 
letter from Victor Olivares, executive di­
rector of the Chile Baptist Convention, 
and presented a plaque from the Chile 
Mission to Paul Moody, president of the 
TBC Executive Board.

In his message Wednesday night, 
Rankin challenged Tennessee Baptist 
messengers and almost 4,000 visitors to 
remain faithful in the partnership mis­
sions efforts. He stressed praying, giving, 
and volunteering as expressions in evan­
gelizing the world for Christ.

In a TBC bylaws change, messengers 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of allowing 
three additional trustees for their three 
colleges and academy.

This means that Belmont University, 
Union University, Carson-Newman Col­
lege, and Harrison-Chilhowee Academy 
can each nominate three additional 
trustees from outside Tennessee, who are 
alumni of the schools and are active mem­
bers in Southern Baptist churches.

There was a move to defeat the propos­
al in the discussion, but an amendment 
failed and the bylaw change was ap­
proved by a solid majority.

Discussing the bylaws change, Doug 
Sager, pastor of First Church Concord, 
Knoxville, said the trustees of the institu­
tions are elected to hold in trust their re­
lated entities for the convention.

Drew Hayes, First Church, Shelbyville, 
asked about the origin of the idea for 
change. He inquired as to the reasoning 
for such a proposal.

John Langlois, a member of the Consti­
tution and Bylaws Committee, said there 
had been a study from the education com­

ROBERT WILSON, executive director of the Michi­
gan Baptist Convention, signs an agreement ex­
tending the partnership between Michigan and Ten­
nessee to the year 2000 as Terry Sharp and James 
Porch of the Tennessee Baptist Convention ob­
serve.

mittee of the Executive Board sent to the 
board.

It was felt that this would help the 
schools in carrying out their roles, he 
said.

Hayes responded that he considered 
this a danger signal. “Trustees from other 
states would feel less responsible for our 
schools,” he said. He made a motion to 
amend the proposal to delete the portion 
relating to additional trustees from out­
side Tennessee. He added that it was a 
bad precedent, not wisely thought out, 
and needed further consideration.

Charles Parker, pastor of First Church, 
Oliver Springs, spoke out against the 
amendment. He said, “We are asking the 
colleges and academy to raise more of 
their funding. They need to be able to 
reach outside. This would help them to do 
that.” ' -

Cordell Maddox, Carson-Newman pres­
ident, said the proposal did not come from 
the institutions’ presidents.

“It came from a committee study 
in 1990,” he said. “It was recom­
mended by that group that the edu­
cation committee study it.”

Reed Dixon, chairman of the Con­
stitution and Bylaws Committee, 
said the schools should be able to 
draw on resources from outside the 
state.

“We have no indication that any 
of our schools want ‘out’ of the con­
vention,” he said. “There is no need 
to fear them, we need to help them. 
This will do that.”

The amendment was defeated by 
a standing vote of about 60-40, and 
the proposal along with three oth­
ers, was approved later.

One was a constitutional amend­
ment that the term of each director 
be three years, and could not be re­
elected after serving two successive 
terms until “such director shall have 
been out of office for three conven­

tion years.” Present reading states one 
year instead of three. It must be approved 
again next convention to effect a change.

The Church Staff Compensation Study 
Committee was disbanded and its assign­
ment given to the Church Annuity Pro­
grams department.

Other bylaws changes say that “an in­
dividual completing a term on any com­
mittee must be off for one year before 
serving on any committee or board.” This 
includes standing committees as well as 
boards and institutions.

A bylaws change in the business and 
financial plan of the convention relates to 
the presentation, discussion, any changes 
proposed, and final voting on the annual 
budget.

The change, which was approved, af­
firms messengers’ right to propose 
amendments, and states that such pro­
posals would be “referred to the Budget 
and Program Committee ... for review 
and referral back to the convention.”

Amendments would go to the commit­
tee for study and then back to the mes­
sengers for voting.

Messengers also approved two resolu­
tions — on prayer support to government 
officials and the traditional resolution of 
gratitude to those who played a role in 
the 120th annual session of the conven­
tion.

The resolution on prayer support tar­
geted recently elected Tennessee govern­
ment leaders. The resolution makes 
“known our promise to pray for our gover­
nor-elect, U.S. senators, members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives from Ten­
nessee, as well as our representatives in 
both the state house and state Senate, 
and the speakers of these bodies.”

Six men were honored as “Small 
Church” and “Bivocational” Pastors of the 
Year: Paul Broyles, Limestone; James 
Growden, Nashville; Marlon Stephens, 
Trenton; Mark Roberts, Tazewell; Forrest 
Creekmore, Portland; and Tony Crossnoe, 
Paris. (Please see story in next week’s is­
sue.)

Next year’s annual session will be 
held Nov. 14-15 in Chattanooga. Doug 
Sager of First Church, Concord, 
Knoxville, will deliver the convention 
sermon.

Other convention items are reported 
elsewhere in this issue. More news is 
scheduled next week. □

FMB PRESIDENT Jerry Rankin delivers the 
closing message of the 120th annual meeting.
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More than 4^000 attend final session

Missions emphasis ends convention on positive note
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — An estimat­
ed 4,500 people, more than 
triple the number of regis­
tered messengers, witnessed 
a spectacular end to the 120th 
annual meeting of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Nov. 16 at Bellevue Church, 
Cordova.

Many Shelby County 
churches dismissed services 
so their members could at­
tend the final session which 
highlighted the Cooperative 
Program and missions.

Those in attendance wit­
nessed the final scene of the 
drama “Dollars Making a Dif­
ference ... Through the Coop­
erative Program.”

KONSTANTY WIAZOWSKI, right, talks about the upcoming part­
nership with Poland. With him, from left, are Terry Sharp. TBC: 
Ryszard Gutkowski, general secretary of the Baptist Union of 
Poland, and Bennie Creel, director of missions, Sweetwater Associ­
ation.

Following the drama, mes­
sengers were able to make 
their own commitment to the 

* Cooperative Program, using a 
stone each was given as they 
entered the sanctuary.

The evening session was 
enhanced by music presenta­
tions from the Bellevue choir 
and orchestra and an associa- 
tional youth choir. There were 
more than 400 singers in the 
two choirs combined.

During the closing session 
Tennessee Baptists witnessed 
the official signing of partner- 
ship agreements with the 
Baptists conventions of Cana­
da and Poland.

Representatives of both 
countries, along with Robert 
Wilson, executive director of 
the Michigan Baptist Conven­

tion, Tennessee’s home mis­
sions partner, were on hand 
for the event.

Ryszard Gutkowski, gener­
al secretary, Baptist Union of 
Poland, said that the vision of 
Poland Baptists is “to share 
the Gospel with each person 
in Poland in this generation.

“We are counting on you 
(Tennessee Baptists) because 
we know it is a big effort. To­
gether we can do more,” he 
said.

The Polish leader asked 
Tennessee Baptists to pray 
for Poland and encouraged 
them to come to the country 
as volunteers.

Canada’s Gerry Taillon, 
the convention’s evangelism 
director, noted that of nearly 
29 million Canadians less 
than 3 percent are Baptist.

“Our priority is to reach 
people for Christ,” he said, 
noting Canadian leaders un­
derstand well that “Tennessee 
Baptists can’t do it for us. 
That’s our responsibility.”

Wilson thanked Tennessee 
Baptists for their partnership 
efforts during the past 15 
years. “You have made it pos­
sible for many of our people to 
hear the Gospel and come to 
know Jesus as Savior,” he 
said.

Wilson said Michigan Bap­
tists are excited about contin­
uing the partnership for an­
other five years into a new 
century. “Pray for us, come

FMB PRESIDENT Jerry Rankin presents a plaque to TBC Execu­
tive Director James Porch and the Tennessee Baptist Convention in 
recognition of their partnership missions efforts.
help us,” he urged.

Foreign Mission Board 
President Jerry Rankin put 
the finishing touches on an 
evening focused on the mis­
sions efforts of Tennessee and 
Southern Baptists around the 
world.

Basing his message on 
Matthew 21:28, Rankin ob­
served “God is opening un­
precedented fields of opportu­
nities and he’s inviting us to 
go.”

God calls his people to 
“work in the fields” not just in 
Tennessee, Canada, and 
America, “but to the utter­
most parts of the earth,” 
Rankin said.

Rankin said Southern Bap­
tists are now sending mis­
sionaries to places “where we 

once thought we would never 
have missionaries,” he said.

The FMB leader cited nu­
merous examples of mission­
aries willing to pay the price 
to follow God’s call to foreign 
lands.

He emphasized that in or­
der to follow God’s call there 
must be a commitment and a 
price to be paid.

“God does not have to use 
Tennessee Baptists, Southern 
Baptists, or the Foreign Mis­
sion Board,” Rankin said.

“God will raise up those 
willing to go and work those 
fields. But he’s giving us that 
opportunity,” Rankin said.

During a commitment time 
following his message, several 
people made public and pri­
vate commitments to God. □

Drama featuring family's pilgrimage stirs messengers
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — Convention 
messengers responded with 
applause following the six in­
stallments of “Dollars Making 
a Difference ... Through the 
Cooperative Program,” a dra­
ma held throughout conven­
tion sessions.

The messengers viewed the 
protagonist, a retired Baptist 
pastor, trying to prepare to 
move after the death of his 
wife.

He is rummaging through 
collected memorabilia in a 
basement. The memories and 
relating those memories to his 
grandchildren bring sorrow 
and joy. They also bring to 
mind influences of Tennessee 
Baptists and their programs.

The pastor met his wife at a 
Baptist youth camp, attended 
Baptist schools, and was influ­
enced by a Baptist chaplain 
during war.

ACTORS FROM BELLEVUE CHURCH, from left, Christyn Park­
er, Cal Robertson, and Stephen Sims portray grandchildren and 
their grandfather during the drama.

and the IsraelitesREPRESENTING JOSHUA
al of stones are actors of the drama.

Author Bob Oldenburg, 
Roswell Church, Atlanta, met 
the goal of the drama, accord­
ing to Don Mauldin, one of the 
10 TBC staff members who 
planned the event. Oldenburg 
also is author/composer of 
Good News, one of the first 
youth musicals published dur­
ing the 1960s. He was on the 

building a memori­

staff of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board at that time. In 
addition to writing the drama, 
Oldenburg composed the song, 
“Remembrance,” which intro­
duced each part of the drama 
along with a slide show of Ten­
nessee Baptist ministries.

Actors and actresses were 
members of the drama troupe 

of Bellevue Church, Cordova.
In addition to events in the 

pastor’s life, a symbolic por­
tion of the drama included the 
Old Testament character 
Joshua, who led the Israelities 
to prepare memorials to God 
made of stones.

Characters representing 

ministries placed stones at a 
memorial representing God’s 
work in lives and, in the final 
session, all messengers and 
visitors received small pol­
ished stones as a remem­
brance of any commitment 
made to the Cooperative Pro­
gram. □
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President Newcomb issues

DURING HIS PRESIDENT’S ad­
dress, Ray Newcomb emphasizes 
a point.

Calvin Harvell preaches 

convention sermon on
crisis in churches

'wake-up call'
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — Ray Newcomb prefaced the 
president’s address on Tuesday evening 
with thanks to the mes­
sengers for the past year 
as president of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Conven­
tion.

The pastor of First 
Church, Millington, said 
he had feared the impact 
of the additional respon­
sibilities on his church, 
but God blessed and 123 
more people were bap­
tized by the church than 
the year before.

He reported the en­
couragement he received 
from missions trips to 
Chile to support the 
1991-94 partnership 
with Baptists there, to 
Michigan for the ongoing 
partnership, and to
Canada to investigate opportunities for a 
partnership. (The convention approved part­
nerships with Canada and Poland in a later 
session.)

He thanked, with some emotion, all Ten­
nessee Baptists, especially members of con­
vention committees, officers, and James 
Porch, executive director-treasurer.

As he began his message, Newcomb re­
ported Tennessee Baptists should examine 
themselves. He quoted statistics from the 
past 40 years of Tennessee Baptist work. In 
summary, church membership has in­
creased 64 percent and Cooperative Pro­
gram giving has risen 1,112 percent, but 
baptisms have dropped 25.7 percent.

Newcomb noted just as Moses was re­
minded by God in Exodus 19, Tennessee 
Baptists can remember times when, as God 
said, “I bore you on eagle’s wings and 
brought you out.”

Tennessee Baptists also must be cog­
nizant of the present — 64 percent of Ten­
nesseans are lost, he said.

Tennessee Baptists “have gotten so com­
fortable sitting in buildings and in meet­
ings,” we’ve ignored the world which is go­
ing to hell, said Newcomb.

We must obey God’s principles, he said, 
which include the following — believe God is 
sovereign, be grounded in God’s Word, serve

to Tennesseans
Jesus, guide sinners to Jesus, practice stew­
ardship, and avoid grieving the Spirit.

Newcomb warned against placing a high­
er priority on programs, people, or places 
than on God. Tennessee Baptists also must 

study and believe the 
Bible, he said. “He (God) 
didn’t tell me to be an edi­
tor. He told me to preach 
it.” He observed many 
Baptists with years of ex­
perience in their faith can 
be confused by a Jeho­
vah’s Witness “about their 
doctrine in 20 minutes.”

The principle of service 
means following God’s call 
rather than men’s, said 
Newcomb. Although he 
has received many calls to 
other churches during his 
18 year tenure at First 
Church, Millington, he 
has remained because of 
God’s direction, he ex­
plained.

Giving to the Coopera­
tive Program is one way to serve God, said 
Newcomb. While he served in Chile, New­
comb met one result of Cooperation Pro­
gram giving — missionaries, he reported. 
They received their first raise in four years 
because of CP giving, he added.

The giving plan is successful, Newcomb 
said, adding, “If it’s not broke don’t fix it.” 
He encouraged all Tennesse Baptist church­
es to participate, noting only 81 percent do.

The priority of Christians must be the 
Word of God, outreach, and fellowship, as 
Homer Lindsey Jr., co-pastor, First Church, 
Jacksonville, has written, said Newcomb.

Newcomb also referred listeners to the 
book, Total Church Life by Darrell Robin­
son. Instead of exalting the Savior, many 
preachers rely on man-made programs or 
anecdotes, observed Newcomb. Every­
thing you need to preach is in the Bible, 
he said.

Response to the Scripture is evangelism, 
explained Newcomb.

If talking, meeting, and planning could 
reach the world, Tennessee Baptists already 
would have done it, said Newcomb. “But I 
wonder how many have been led to Jesus 
the past two days” even though the “cream 
of the crop of Tennessee Baptists” are pres­
ent? he asked.

“Wake up,” he concluded. □

CORDOVA — Preaching one of 
the three sermons heard during 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion annual meeting, Calvin 
Harvell presented the convention 
sermon during the Wednesday 
morning session on the crisis in 
churches.

The pastor of Eudora Church, 
Memphis, said, ‘It’s easy to blame 
the Republicans and Democrats for 
the mess we’re in. If America’s in 
trouble, some of the blame can be 
laid at the doors of our churches.”

He noted a recent issue of 
Church Administration magazine 
reported 116 Southern Baptist 
church staff members are fired 
every month.

The church is supposed to be a 
house of prayer and love, Harvell 
stated. If not “it’s not a house of God.”

One result of the discord in 
churches is less evangelism and 
ministry, he cited.

He referred to Psalm 55:1-23, 
where the author describes his 
discouragement at overwhelming 
problems.

After 35 years in the ministry, 
Harvell said he could relate to the 
writer, adding trials come when you 
feel everything’s go­
ing great.”

“Sometimes 
church and de­
nominational lead­
ers create prob­
lems, he acknowl­
edged. In those sit­
uations, God can
teach through that HARVELL 
trial, he added.

In other cases factions in 
churches are the source of prob­
lems. Factions are “hurting the de­
nomination, hurting our witness, 
and hurting our testimonies for Je­
sus Christ. We must solve this 
problem before we’re going to move 
and solve the other problems of our 
world,” said Harvell, “because the 
image of the church is at stake.”

“Folks, if we can’t get along in

our churches, it’s best we go to an­
other — where we can stand to­
gether and pray together and sing 
together. Isn’t that what church is 
all about?

“The pulpit is not a safe place to 
be in modem society. It can be haz­
ardous to your health ... and that’s 
why we need to solve this problem,” 
said Harvell.

How should church leaders re­
spond to problem situations in 
churches, asked Harvell.

He cited three responses among 
church leaders — doubting God, 
self-pity, and flight.

Church leaders must examine 
themselves, he noted, such as ac­
knowledging that self-pity is rooted 
in pride.

The answer isn’t flight, he con­
tinued. Southern Baptist pastors 
have an average tenure of about 
two years, he reported. Before leav­
ing pastors should consider the fact 
that problems “have a way of fol­
lowing you. We can’t solve our prob­
lems by running,” he said.

Harvell proposed the following 
solutions — understanding the true 
meaning of burdens and casting 
those upon the Lord.

The definition of the Hebrew 
word, burden, in Psalm 55:16-17 is 
gift from God, he stated. “Preach­
ers, you can be a sermon as well as 
preach one,” Harvell said.

“Sometimes we learn more out of 
trouble than we do good. We learn 
more out of hurt than out of helping.”

Pastors and laypeople should 
prepare for a struggle, he warned.

“This is not a time to retreat. I 
used to believe the devil was out in 
the night ... in the darkness. But 
today the devil is knocking on the 
door of the church,” declared 
Harvell.

“The storms of life are raging, 
but Jesus Christ can still all 
storms. God help us in our church­
es to stop the storms so that our 
churches can win the world for Je­
sus Christ.” □ — Connie Davis

More 
convention 

views

TBC DIRECTORS OF 
MISSIONS held a fellow­
ship banquet at Camp 
Cordova. Officers Bennie 
Creel, left, president, and 
Roy Fowler, left center, 
secretary-treasurer, wel­
come FMB President 
Jerry Rankin, right cen­
ter, along with host direc­
tor of missions John 
McBride. Shelby County 
Association.
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editorial com mon t

Bold ministries mark 120th convention
There were definitive high points in 

the 120th Annual Session of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention, wrapped in 
an atmosphere of calm and boldness.

This is not to say that there was ab­
solute' agreement in business discussions 
and recommendations. Some items did 
have opposition, but not much discord 
surfaced in debating issues.

No use in belaboring the lack of atten­
dance. For whatever reason, Tennessee 
Baptists are not inclined to attend state 
conventions in large numbers. It takes a 
controversial agenda to whet appetites 
sufficiently. It is a matter of concern 
that hundreds of churches, by choice, did 
not send messengers.

Bellevue Church, Cordova, 
Tennessee Baptists’ largest, pro­
vided the meeting place and met 
the challenge with aplomb. Mes­
sengers were made to feel at 
home, comfortable, at ease, and 
blessed with thoughtful service.

Another high mark was the 
adopting of new partnerships. Al­
ways a volunteer state with bold purpose 
and people to match the challenge, Ten­
nessee offers to the world an unmatched 
willingness to serve.

On Wednesday night, messengers and 
friends witnessed the culmination of 
what they already had prayed for and 
approved by vote.

Making it real in memorable fashion, 
the partnership pacts were signed by 
James Porch and Jerry Rankin with 
Konstanty Wiazowski and Ryszard

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Wife of a television sports 

addict: “Honey, do you love me 
more than football?”

Husband: “Well, I love you 
more than I love hockey!”
Take this truth

A light yellow garment may 
look white until seen beside a 
truly white garment. Jesus 
said we must love him more 
than anything. A historian 
wrote of a man, “He loved his 
country in a mild sort of way.” 
This love never practices great 
loyalty. Jesus’ cross reveals a 
love “so amazing, so divine,” it 
“demands my soul, my life, 
all!”
Memorize this scripture:

“Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, 
soul, and mind” (Matthew 
22:38).
Pray this prayer

“Lord, help me to realize 
Christ must be Lord of all my 
life or he will not actually be 
Lord in any part of it.” □

Gutkowski for Poland; with Gerry Tail- 
Ion for west Canada; and Bob Wilson for 
Michigan.

Gutkowski, Wiazowski, Tailion, and 
Wilson, provide reminders for us that 
the missions challenge is bold, and Ten­
nessee must match that challenge with 
all available spiritual and physical re­
sources. Perhaps this is a time for coura­
geous, wise, and spirit-led responses. It 
is a time ripe for renewed vision and 
deeper commitment. This is not a time 
for delays and lack of concern.

The Poland and Canada partnerships 
begin January 1, the Michigan partner­
ship is renewed, even as Tennessee this 

year closes out a superb three- 
year partnership with Chile.

The signing ceremony was in 
the middle of a colossal evening of 
celebrating missions and evange­
lism with music and flags waving.

Notes on the Annual Session:
■ Presiding President Ray 

Newcomb was gracious but firm 
in his treatment of reports, mes­

senger comments, recommendations, and 
facilitating convention actions. Newcomb 
was a steady performer all year, a down- 
to-earth, but wise president.

■ Messengers elected a strong mix as 
incoming leaders: Frank Hawkins, a vol­
unteer missions-minded pastor from 
Kingsport in the extreme northeast; M. 
B. Howard, a feisty and durable layman 
who is Mr. Volunteer, from the west; and 
Wesley Pitts, director of missions with a 
heart for evangelism, from Middle Ten­

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

Celebrating Thanksgiving
As our nation 

enters this special 
time of year, 
Thanksgiving 
Day, when we 
turn aside to remember those 
things for which we are 
thankful, I would like to re­
mind us that the Apostle Paul 
said that we should be thank­
ful in all things. I am espe­
cially thankful for Christian 
families. I use this little 
acrostic to explain my feel­
ings.

Togetherness is a price­
less gift that costs little. I 
cherish the memory of times 
together with family.

Hope is the legacy and leg­
end of the Christian family. 
The thought of the Christian 
family is an island of hope in 
the present and the light of 
hope in the future.

Adventure abounds in the 
Christian family. One never 
knows what will happen next, 
but in the Christian family it 
can lead to a sense of adven­
ture with the security of his 
presence and protection.

Nurture is certainly the 
foundation of the Christian 
family. It is within the safety 
Of the Christian family that 
the child is nurtured into the

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

nurturing adult.
Kinfolks are always glad 

to see you. That acceptance is 
an island in the turbulent sea 
of life in the closing days of 
the twentieth century.

Stability is a calm assur­
ance of the family for 
the stressful and 
stormy days of change 
brought about by the 
fast paced technical 
change of today’s 
world.

Guarantee of ac­
ceptance offers a sense 
of belonging and one­
ness that every human being 
needs.

God created man with a 
need for each other that was 
acknowledged when God “saw 
that it was not good for man 
to be alone.”

Identity is an integral 
part of human nature. The 
Christian family is a central 
force in helping adolescents 
especially answer the ques­
tion, “Who am I?”

Variety is one of the 
unique blessings of the Chris­

BARKLEY

nessee. The three will compliment each 
other and lead well the ministries of 
Tennessee Baptists.

■ The newly adopted budget of $26.1 
million is within reach of Tennessee 
Baptist churches. It is a strong budget, 
yet realistic within reason. Every church 
should get involved! It will be a great 
victory for the ministries of Christ if the 
budget can be achieved!

■ Post convention comments reveal 
that not all messengers were satisfied. 
However, the presiding officers gave am­
ple opportunity for discussion. That was 
the time and place for debate.

■ Bellevue Church, staff and mem­
bers, were good hosts. Messengers had 
little cause to complain about the ordi­
nary points of discomfort. Applause is 
due to all the musicians, including choirs 
and individuals. Extraordinary but 
tasteful performances were standard.

■ Hats off to the TBC Executive 
Board staff members for excellent work 
with the new design for the display area, 
and to those who helped with the mini­
series planning and programming. These 
were first class innovations, and deserve 
long runs.

■ The ongoing theme of commitment, 
including the drama, the partnerships, 
the positive reports, and the stones of re­
membering will be constant reminders of 
the good things about the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

Let us commit to positive ministry in 
being and doing, our best for the Living 
Lord. □

tian family. We 
learn in the fami­
ly that we do not 
have to be just 
like everyone else 

in order to be accepted.
Incredible love is the hall­

mark of the Christian family. 
So much of the world operates 
on a performance based con­
cept of love, the family is of­
ten the only sanctuary of un­

conditional love.
Normalcy seems to 

have vanished from 
the face of the earth, 
yet in the Christian 
family 1 find what has 
always been held up 
as the standard of nor­
mal.

Generosity is an­
other standard of the Christ­
ian family for which 1 am 
thankful. Family members 
are generous with each other 
and generous with others.

These attributes brought to 
mind by the letters of the 
word THANKSGIVING re­
mind me of only a few of the 
things that Christian families 
have to be thankful for not 
only at this time of year, but 
all year long. We should all 
express thanks to God as we 
bless our family members. □ 

bi one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

Found faithful
They dropped anchor on the 

shores of a land with promise, 
new and unknown, on Novem­
ber 21, 1620.

They had crossed the wild 
and broad Atlantic, still un­
charted in places. They had 
crossed under the stars and 
bright sun, sailing through 
dismal and foul weather at 
times, catching the full wind 
in billowing sails, and sweep­
ing them ever westward.

They numbered a hundred 
and two, an 
insignificant 
band of hardy 
offshoots of a 
group of 
Protestants 
known as Pu­
ritans.

They were 
bold enough

to believe they could purify the 
Church of England from with­
in. When tyranny and the sta­
tus quo balked at every sug­
gestion of change and blocked 
with violent reaction each at­
tempt at renewal, these Puri­
tans separated themselves and 
set up their own congrega­
tions.

They were separatists. Un­
der the leadership of William 
Brewster, they fled persecu­
tion in England — thence to 
Holland — and in 1620 to form 
the beginnings of a Christian 
colony on the beaches of Amer­
ica. They were going to a 
strange, unexplored, virgin 
land of tall tales and great ex­
pectations.

Perhaps Brewster or 
William Bradford or another 
leaned against the prow on a 
bleak night and cried aloud to 
God for guidance.

There were forty-nine free 
men aboard who gathered to 
forge an agreement of govern­
ment. Men with names like 
Winslow, Allenton, Fuller. 
Martin, Warren. Fletcher, 
Rogers, Standish. Oh yes, 
John Alden, the cooper was 
also there.

There was something to be 
done before they put to shore. 
They talked about good gov­
ernment. these sea-weary pil­
grims. The women prayed for 
good houses. They talked 
about stable leadership, civil 
and religious liberty.

They signed their guaran­
tee, the Mayflower Compact. 
God granted their prayers and 
more. Less than a year later, 
the pilgrim Puritans honored 
God with a day of thanks.
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Tennessee WMU holds fair, hosts missionaries, families
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — In a move away from 
tradition this year, Tennessee Woman’s 
Missionary Union eschew-ed an annual 
meeting for events to bring Tennessee 
missionaries and their families togeth­
er during the Nov. 14 pre-convention 
meeting. Tennessee Baptists were wel­
comed to meet them at a missions fair 
and to hear three speak in very short 
messages during a dinner.

The Missions Extravaganza held at 
Second Church, Memphis, drew about 
350 to the events, which featured about 
80 home and foreign missions family 
members with ties to Tennessee. They 
included missionaries — current, fur­
loughing, retired, and former — and 
their parents and children.

At the dinner, participants heard 
three missionaries thank Tennessee 
Baptists.

Pat Stooksbury of Bolivia thanked 
Tennessee Baptists for their prayers, 
adding facetiously, “I never know what 
some of you are praying for God to do 
with me.” On a serious note, she asked, 
“Who am I to merit such trust?”

She especially thanked those who 
pray for her specific needs. “We 
need a little bit more than ‘God 
bless the missionaries.’ ”

During her furlough based in 
Knoxville which began in Febru­
ary, Stooksbury reported she 
has spoken about 150 times. She 
noted she has visited different 
churches, some which were “so 
hollow spiritually that very little 
praying was going on.”

However, she said she also 
has met church members whom 
she believed when they said 
they would be praying for her.

“Ooo, how humbling. Thank 
you,” she concluded.

Della Jo Hamrick, a retired 
missionary who served in New 
Mexico and now lives in Knox­
ville, thanked Southern Bap­
tists for their support which al­
lowed her and her family to 
work without raising funds like 
so many other missionaries.

She thanked the crowd for 
the Tennessee 
WMU scholar­
ship which al­
lowed her to 
attend New 
Orleans Bap­
tist Theologi­
cal Seminary.

Hamrick re­
called getting 
settled in her 
place of service 
in New Mexi­
co. Her house 
was 32 miles 
from a paved 
road and with­
out telephone 
service. So the 
weekly issues 
of the Baptist 
and Reflector

FORMER MISSIONARY to Brazil, Kathy Sharp, left, shows a game 
from that country to Lauren Bray, center, of Germantown Church, 
Germantown, and Jamie Bryson, Ellendale Church, Bartlett, at the 
missions fair.

BEING ENCOURAGED TO POSE for a pic­
ture by his father, Paul Vo, is James Vo. The 
family, who is from Vietnam, attends Second 
Church, Memphis, and participated in the mis­
sions fair.

EXAMINING AN ITEM FROM COLOMBIA during the missions fair is Ryszard 
Gutkowski, left, general secretary, Baptist Union of Poland, with the help of Crea 
Ridenour, retired missionary to Colombia, who now lives in Knoxville. Gutkowski 
attended convention activities which included a proposed partnership between 
Polish and Tennessee Baptists. The partnership was approved by the conven­
tion.

SISTERS, from left, Rebekah Lambert of Lewisburg, retired missionary 
to Korea after 33 years; Ann Lambert of Nashville, retired teacher at 
Harrison-Chilhowee Baptist Academy after 30 years; and Mary Bond of 
Nashville, a member of Judson Church, visit during the missions fair.

the family received were very im­
portant.

And it meant so much, she said, 
when Tennessee WMU sent the 

family a gift each 
Christmas. Those 
gifts included 
magazine sub­
scriptions and 
money. Hamrick 
said she remem­
bered using the 
money for gifts for 
their children and 
for a special meal.

In addition, the 
Christmas gifts 
sent to all MKs 
(missionary kids) 
in college have 
meant a lot to the 
family, she added. 
The couple’s chil­
dren began attend­
ing college in 1973 
and except for two 
years, they have 
attended colleges 
or universities 

since.
Myrtice Owens who is retired from 

service in Namibia and now lives in 
Paris, recalled her first journey to the 
foreign mission field which was in 1957 
by ship. When she and her husband, 

WMU elects staff member
During the Missions Extravaganza the state WMU Executive Board elected 

Amanda Day as a staff associate.
Day, who is completing a degree at Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, is a graduate of the 
University of Arizona. She has taught elementary school for 
four years.

Day has been Acteens director and missions Vacation Bible 
School director for a Baptist association. During college, she 
participated in missions work in Mexico, Arizona, and Brazil. 
She is presently a part of Women on Mission at Southwestern 
seminary. DAY

She will begin her work at the Baptist Center in Brentwood, Jan. 2.

Carlos, found their cabin, there was a 
telegram from Tennessee WMU, she re­
ported, which moved the couple to 
tears. That began a long relationship 
between the couple and Tennessee Bap­
tists, said Owens.

Many Tennessee Baptists served as 
proxy parents for their children when 
they returned to the states, she report­
ed. Others wrote them notes, gave 
them gifts and “held them up,” said 
Owens.

Tennessee Baptists helped her on 
the field, she said. When she would be 
discouraged, she would return home to 
find a pile of letters from fellow Bap­
tists, she reported. “Oh, I tell you, that 
shows us you care so much.”

When they retired and returned 
home, “Carlos just fell apart,” she said, 
referring to health problems. Tennes­
see WMU told everybody and Tennes­
see Baptists encouraged them each day 
with calls and letters, she reported.

“We’re with you today because you 
prayed for us.”

During retirement Tennessee Bap­
tists continue to make their fives more 
fulfilling, she reported, by giving them 
work to do. And because they “still feel 
like strangers in your land,” the encour­
agement received also has been appreci­
ated.

“Nobody has cared for us more,” she 
concluded. □
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Pastors address ’Living for Jesus' theme
By Wm. Fletcher Allen and Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — The Tennessee Bap­
tist Pastors’ Conference met here Nov. 
14 atJBellevue Church prior to the TBC 
Annual Session under the theme “Liv­
ing for Jesus.”

Eleven pastors and evangelists, plus 
a bevy of musicians addressed sub­
themes of “Living for Jesus by our dedi­
cation, in our proclamation, and in ex­
pectation.” Ronnie Wilburn, president, 
led the meeting along with two other 
officers, Wade Taylor and Damon Cor­
ley.

The group elected Ron Herrod, pas­
tor of Central Church, Oak Ridge, as 
new president. Also elected were David 
Daugherty, Shellsford Church, Mc­
Minnville, vice president; and Greg 
Bowers, Portland, secretary.

Pastors from across state speak
Herrod, one of the first speakers, 

told of a tragedy in his family which 
taught him some lessons.

When his daughter was 15 she was 
raped by an in­
truder to their 
home and became 
pregnant.

“I experienced 
some emotions I 
don’t like to ad­
mit,” said Herrod 
concerning the 
whole experience. 
In regard to the 
pregnancy he said, 
“Even though it 
was rape, abortion 
was never an op­
tion. It’s not a 
choice, it’s a child.”

Later in his 
message, Herrod 
said Christians 
can rejoice in the 
recent elections 
but “the problem is not in the White 
House; it’s in God’s house.”

Today his daughter is a student at 
Liberty University, Lynchburg, Va., 
and the Herrods are friends with the 
family who adopted the child she bore, 
he reported. Herrod met the accused 
man — as a pastor rather than father 
of the victim because of legal ramifica­
tions — and told him he forgave him. 
Herrod and his wife, Emily, have 
helped start two pregnancy crisis cen­
ters and one rape crisis center and pub­
lished a book about the experience.

Going through such a trial “will re­
lease you from the things that bind 
you,” said Herrod. He cited the restric­
tions by the Catholic church upon Mar­
tin Luther and the Church of England 
upon John Wesley as examples.

God’s grace will enable a person to 
forgive, he said.

Richard White, pastor of First 
Church, Franklin, spoke on proclama­
tion of the Gospel from II Timothy 4.

In this Scripture the Apostle Paul 
instructed Timothy to preach the Word 
using sound doctrine, truth, and faith, 
said White.

“We are to preach the Word of God.

PASTOR OF FIRST CHURCH, Dallas, 
Texas, O.S. Hawkins, speaks.

We have no liberty to invent our own 
message,” he said.

White emphasized the need for such 
preaching by referring to statistics 
which reveal 93 percent of Americans 
say they decide moral issues based on 
experiences.

Jerry Sutton, pastor, Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville, addressed the prob­
lem of churches remaining relevant.

Among Protestant churches in the 
U.S. 83 percent are plateaued or declin­
ing and of Southern Baptist churches 
70 percent are such churches, cited 
Sutton.

“Many of today’s churches with the 
attitude we’ve arrived are either dead 
or dying,” he noted.

To be relevant, churches must have 
an anointed ministry made up of men, 
not plans or programs, Sutton stated. 
They also must develop ministries 
which are discerning, relevant, inten­
tional, visionary, sacrificial, involved, 
accountable, and passionate.

Sutton compared many churches to 
a football event — a team is doing all 

the work although 
they don’t need 
the exercise and 
spectators are 
watching although 
they desperately 
need exercise.

Jerry Tidwell, 
pastor, West Jack- 
son Church, Jack- 
son, shared les­
sons to be learned 
from the experi­
ence of Daniel who 
was put into a li- 
'ons’ den.

“If you are 
backed into a cor­
ner because you 
wouldn’t compro­
mise, you’re not 
alone, you’re even 

in good company,” he said.
The most faithful are those who 

come under attack, noted Tidwell, even 
though we’ve been conditioned by our 
society to think “if things go wrong 
then God must be mad at us.”

A correct perspective on persecution 
takes into account that God has “never, 
never lost,” he added, and Satan is 
powerless at the hands of God.

Christians also should learn from 
this Scriptural reference that God 
works best when there’s no other way 
out.

Drew Hayes, pastor of First Church, 
Shelbyville, speaking from Matthew 9 
and John 4, talked about Jesus’ only 
prayer request when he admonished 
his disciples to “ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out harvesters into the 
harvest fields.”

“Jesus would not have asked us to 
make this prayer if he didn’t intend to 
answer,” he said. Soul winning is the 
best term for witnessing, he said. He 
asked the pastors to pray for har­
vesters, but reminded them that pray­
ing never substitutes for harvesting.

A Mississippi pastor, Steve Bennett, 
Colonial Hills, Southaven, also talked 

about proclamation, explained the seri­
ousness of listening and obeying God. “I 
usually call on God’s names when he 
tells me to call on his name,” he said.

“If there is a famine of anything in 
our Baptist churches today,” he said, “it 
is a famine of the presence of God.” He 
added that a prophet is one who spends 
enough of his time in the presence of 
God, that God shares his secrets with 
him. The average Southern Baptist 
church is dead, he surmised. “Ninety- 
five percent of Southern Baptists be­
lieve in the Bible entirely,” he said. “We 
have the Word and preach the Word, 
but the power and the presence of God 
is missing.” He admonished the group 
to “be expendable in the godly things.”

O.S. Hawkins, pastor of First 
Church, Dallas, Texas, thanked host 
pastor Adrian Rogers for “all he’s done” 
during the past 15 years. “Adrian,” he 
said, “We need you now more than ever 
before. Stay in the saddle.”

Hawkins made four points from Acts 
13, on leadership, speaking on the set­
ting apart of Paul (Saul) and Barnabas 
at Antioch, and then referring to 
David’s servant spirit as a leader. He 
said David served God in his own gen­
eration, and was an “under-rower,” 
meaning he was a slave for God.

And, he added, David was a submis­
sive servant. More than that, he was a 
contemporary submissive servant. And 
David became a contemporary submis­
sive servant with an eternal purpose.

Wilburn, pastor, Meridian Church, 
Jackson, spoke about the realities of 
heaven. He described heaven as por­
trayed in Revelation. “Christ will be 
glorified and exalted in the new Jerusa­
lem,” he said.

He talked about constant worship in 
heaven, and Jesus as the Lamb provid­
ing the lighting system. “What on earth 
are we doing for heaven’s sake,” he 
asked, “when we should be showing 
people the way to heaven and Christ?”

Local pastors speak
Tommy Vinson, pastor of Leawood 

Church, Memphis, said pastors should 
be able to relate to Isaiah as he recog­
nized his own depravity in Isaiah, 
chapter 6. “You wouldn’t be so shocked 
at your own sin if you didn’t think so 
highly of yourself,” said Vinson.

Isaiah went before God with bowed 
head, broken heart, bent knee, and 
open hands, noted Vinson.

Preachers should emphasize the su­
premacy of God, Vinson stated. “If we 
can get people into the presence of God 
they will get their needs met — not by 
some frothy, popular psychology, but by 
the holy God of heaven.”

God is not a “utilitarian genie” who 
responds when we rub our “theological 
lamps,” he said. But he responds when 
we come to him asking, as Isaiah, how 
long trials will last.

In response, God gave Isaiah forgive­
ness of sin, the voice of God, and a new 
sense of mission, he said.

Bob Pittman, pastor, Kirby Woods 
Church, Memphis, discussed the truth 
written by John in II John 1.

This truth, like other truths in the 
mathematical or scientific worlds, is an 

absolute truth in the spiritual realm. 
All spiritual truths are absolute, said 
Pittman, because “God is an absolute 
God,” he said.

John wrote about a truth which is 
Jesus, said Pittman, who is the only 
source of grace, mercy, and peace, and 
the only Lord.

Grace and mercy are different in 
that grace adds to a person and mercy 
takes away what people really deserve 
— hell, explained Pittman.

Instead of biting fingernails, fret­
ting, going on a diet of Maalox, taking a 
bottle of Valium, or using a psychia­
trist’s couch, go to God for peace, he 
said.

As Lord, God “doesn’t even have to 
have a conference with the trinity; he’s 
Lord,” he said.

If Christians know God, they won’t be 
afraid of demons, reported Pittman. “The 
key to demonology is knowing Jesus.”

Closing message
Host pastor Adrian Rogers preached 

the closing message, from Hebrews 10.
Prior to his message the Bellevue 

choir and banner group led in worship.
Rogers spoke from the verses begin­

ning with “Let us...” Let us draw near 
to God, let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, let us not give up 
meeting together.

“The curse and problem of the 20th 
century,” he said, “is that many have 
left the house of God. Some go to 
church three times — when they are 
hatched, matched, and dispatched.”

He added that church attendance as

PRESIDENT RONNIE WILBURN 
preaches Monday evening.

explained in the New Testament is 
more than a privilege — “it was a 
solemn duty. If you didn’t attend, you 
were assumed lost.”

The theme of the Hebrews verses, he 
said, are: let us worship together, let us 
witness together, let us work together. 
“We can always come boldly by the 
blood of Jesus as we worship together.”

“We don’t have to keep telling God 
how great he is,” Rogers said. “Is he in­
secure? No, we worship him for what 
that worship does for us.” And, he said 
that our presence in worship is a wit­
ness that we still believe.

“If you have little desire to be with 
the saints down here {in worship, work, 
and witness}, there is little hope for you 
to be with the saints up there (heav­
en),” he said. □
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k convention news

Messengers
For Baptist and Reflector

CORDOVA — During annual ses­
sion Tennessee Baptist messengers 
adopted a 1994-95 Cooperative Pro­
gram budget of $26,184,634.

The recommendation, presented by 
the TBC Executive Board, also called 
for any overage to be shared according 
to the existing budget allocations and 
that the CP receipts be distributed 
62.5 percent through the TBC and 37.5 
percent through the SBC.

Last year’s budget was $27,580,533. 
TBC Executive Director James Porch 
told messengers the convention re­
ceived $26,206,772 or 95.02 percent of 
the budget.

Informing messengers the TBC Ex­
ecutive Board operations have no debt, 
Porch said, “We believe we are on an 
upward trend in our Cooperative Pro­
gram.” He noted that during the last 
three months of the past budget year, 
gifts each month exceeded monthly 
needs.

Paul Moody, pastor of Erin Church, 
Erin, and president of the Executive 
Board, told messengers, “We believe we 
have a good budget. We have gone

adopt budget; approve
through the processes you have ap­
proved.”

Messengers also approved four rec­
ommendations from the Executive 
Board, including a proposal to enter 
into foreign mission partnerships with 
Canada and Poland. See story on page 
three.

Changes also were approved for the 
Program of Camp Services and the 
Church Annuity Plan.

The changes in the Church Annuity 
Plan become effective Jan. 1. They are 
(1) All eligible non-ministerial partici­
pants will receive the protection section 
of the Church Annuity Plan; (2) All 
ministerial participants must now 
earn the matching contribution that is 
presently automatically contributed to 
their retirement account; (3) A loan 
provision was added to the plan; and 
(4) All participants with “Plan A” con­
tributions are eligible to receive early 
retirement benefits.

The final recommendation adopted 
was a report from a special study com­
mittee appointed after last year’s annu­
al meeting in Nashville. The commit­
tee, chaired by David George, pastor of 
Immanuel Church, Nashville, was in­

board's recommendations
structed to do a study on Tennessee 
Baptist Adult Homes.

The request for the study came after 
an amendment to the budget last No­
vember to add $30,000 to TBAH’s bud­
get after their request had been denied 
through the budgetary process. The 
amendment passed, causing last 
minute adjustments to the budget.

George noted that from the begin­
ning Tennessee Baptists have allocated 
CP funds for work with the develop­
mentally disabled.

The committee’s report covered al­
most six pages in the TBC Book of Re­
ports. George did not read the entire 
report, but went over the conclusions:

(1) “We affirm the fact that Ten­
nessee Baptists have made a commit­
ment to minister to the developmental­
ly disabled. The need for this ministry 
is clear and compelling. ...”

(2) “We call for greater cooperation 
and communication in conducting all 
the ministries of Tennessee Baptists. 
The work we are called to do is large 
and complex. It can only be done effec­
tively if we work as a team. ...”

(3) “We recognize the need for ob­
serving limits. We have a limited 

amount of money available to fund our 
programs and ministries at any given 
time. ... We, therefore, recommend that 
a limit be agreed upon concerning the 
extent of our involvement in homes for 
the developmentally disabled. The 1988 
study and convention action envisioned 
a total of three homes, one in each of 
the three divisions in the state. It must 
be understood that if additional facili­
ties are added, there must be specific 
plans for funding these facilities. ...”

(4) “We further find that there is a 
need to define the nature of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention’s and Ten­
nessee Baptist Adult Homes* support 
for this ministry. ... We recommend 
that in the future the TBC and TBAH 
role be limited to providing administra­
tive and counseling services by the 
TBAH staff and not extended to opera­
tions or capital needs unless it can be 
done out of the TBAH budget and not 
funded out of additional Cooperative 
Program funds.”

George noted that adopting the re­
port “doe not bind us to substantive 
change.” The report was approved with 
a few opposing votes. □ — Lonnie 
Wilkey

TBC messengers enjoy annual meeting at Bellevue

IN PHOTO TO LEFT, the 
exhibit area, focusing on 
the theme ‘Cooperative 
Program Dollars Making a 
Difference,' provided time 
for messengers to visit 
TBC exhibits and to fellow­
ship with each other. AT 
RIGHT, host pastor Adrian 
Rogers of Bellevue wel­
comes Doug Baker, right, 
pastor of Parran's Chapel 
Church, Bolivar, and sec­
ond vice president of the 
conventidn. and Baker's 
son, Michael.

RUSS DUNHAM, right center, of First Church, LaFollette, enjoys 
the convention with Knoxvillians, from left, Hershel Chevallier, 
Cumberland Church; Bobby Turner, West Hills Church; and John 
Holland, Salem Church.

TBC PRESIDENT Ray Newcomb, 
left, introduces Wallace Anderson 
after he was elected for the 37th 
time as TBC Recording Secretary. 
Anderson is director of the TBC Pro­
gram Services Department.

FIRST CHURCH, KNOXVILLE, Pastor David Hull, left, 
visits with First Church, Nashville, Pastor Dan Francis, 
right, and Russ Roach, minister of missions, at the Nash­
ville church.
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K Tennessee features

Associations hold Ml meetings across state
Business

Shelby County Associa­
tion added three churches to 
its fellowship — International 
Church, Memphis; New Be­
ginning, Memphis; and Faith 
of Bartlett Church, Bartlett. 
It also elected members of 12 
committees, 21 program coun­
cils, two support groups, and 
the foundation board of direc­
tors.

For the first time, Grain­
ger Association held a two- 
session annual meeting. Mes­
sengers increased the budget 
to fund a World Mission Con­
ference.

Western District Associ­
ation set up a new missions 
project fund to finance at 
least one missions project 
each year. The first Sunday in 
June will be the emphasis day 
for this fund. In 1995 the as­
sociation is planning to work 
in Kenya.

McMinn-Meigs Associa­
tion unanimously adopted a 
long range planning report, 
which was developed through 
meetings with church mem- 
bersy. Messengers also 
amended its consitituion and 
bylaws to allow more flexibili­
ty in setting meetings.

Beulah Association voted 
to support a new black con­
gregation, which also will be 
sponsored by Sunswept 
Church, Union City. Messen­
gers also acted to build a min­
istries building for the associ­
ation if funds are available 
and to study the feasibility of 
establishing a home for un­
wed mothers.

Knox County Associa­
tion voted to add First 
Church, Pellissippi, Knox­
ville, to the association.

Holston Association 
elected Ben Profitt as director 
of smaller church develop-

Pastors in
Middle Tennessee 

set Dec. 1 meeting
The Middle Tennessee Pas­

tors’ Conference will meet 
Thursday, Dec. 1, at Belmont 
University, Nashville.

Robert L. Hamblin, profes­
sor of evangelism at New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Sem­
inary, will lead a study on the 
book of Galatians, the Winter 
Bible Study topic. Hamblin, a 
former vice president with the 
Home Mission Board, has 
written several books, includ­
ing Studies in Galatians.

The meeting will be from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. Lunch will be 
provided by Belmont Universi­
ty. □

DIRECTED TO SERVE MCMINN-MEIGS Association for the 
next year during the fall meeting were, from left, Carlos R. Pe­
terson, pastor, First Church, Athens, moderator; Wayne 
Bryant, pastor, East Niota Church, Niota, vice moderator; and 
Roy A. Fowler, director of missions.

NAMED OFFICERS during the fall meeting of Beulah Association 
were, from left, Richard Arns, Calvary Church, Union City, treasurer; 
Roger S. Oldham, First Church, Martin, vice-moderator; Jerry 
Leggett, Lake Road Church, Union City, moderator: Bill George, di­
rector of missions; and Linda George, secretary and clerk.

ment. Profitt, who will serve 
as a bivocational employee of 
the association, is director of 
the Family Preservation Pro­

gram, First 
Tennessee 
Human Re- 
source 
Agency, John­
son City, 
which pro­
vides in-home 
crisis counsel­
ing and par­

enting skills training. He also 
has been minister of educa­
tion, Mountain View Church, 
Johnson City, and served a 
church in Georgia. He is a 
graduate of the University of 
South Carolina, Aiken, and 
New Orleans Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary.

The Work
Messengers of Shelby 

County Association spent 
one hour during sessions 
praying for staff, officers, and 
members of councils and com­
mittees of the association. 
They also viewed a new video, 
“God at Work in Shelby Coun­
ty.”

Carroll-Benton Associa­
tion gave a gift of $365 to 
Union University, Jackson, to 
assist a student from Carroll- 
Benton or to help the univer­
sity. Messengers also heard 
the report that every 
reporting category 
showed improvement 
except three.

Recognitions
Dr. and Mrs. E.

Lowell Adams were 
honored by Shelby 
County Association 
by the dedication of 
the annual to them. 
E. Lowell Adams 
served 12 years as 
clerk/treasurer of the 
association.

Bea Gardner was 
honored by McMinn-

Meigs Association for 23 
years of service as secretary of 
the association. She will retire 
in December.

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Landrum 
were honored by the dedica­
tion of the annual of Big 
Hatchie Association to 
them. Pat Landrum has re­
tired as pastor of Brighton 
Church, Brighton, after 37 
years.

Western District Associ­
ation honored John Everette 
Roberts, 92, by dedicating its 
minutes to him. Roberts has 
been active in the association 
for the past 70 years and has 
been a strong supporter of its 
missions causes.

Ed Boulay was recognized 
by Holston Association as 
volunteer of the year for help­
ing start the association’s 
truck stop ministry at Hol­
ston Truckers’ Chapel.

Three staff members of 
Knox County Association 
were recognized for tenure — 
Lois Parker, education secre­
tary, for 15 years; Betsy Ingle, 
associate Baptist Student 
Union director at University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville, for five 
years; and Walter Taylor, di­
rector of missions, for five 
years.

Resolutions
Big Hatchie Association

RECOGNIZED AS VOLUNTEER of the 
year of Holston Association is Ed 
Boulay .Beverly Smothers of the as- 
socition makes the presentation.

messengers 
passed two 
resolutions
— one
against all 
forms of 
gambling, 
noting people 
are currently 
trying to in­
troduce it in 
Tennessee, 
and against 
an Oct. 23 ar­
ticle in The 
Commercial 
Appeal, the 
Memphis dai­
ly newspaper, 

RETIRING SECRETARY of McMinn-Meigs As­
sociation. Bea Gardner receives a silver coffee 
service along with her husband, Charles, left, 
from Roy Fowler, director of missions.

which was an account of a les­
bian couple.

Beulah Association re­
solved the following — af­
firmed the Cooperative Pro­
gram: defined the Bible “as 
being the Word of God, 
breathed and inspired by the 
Holy Spirit and to be free 
from all errors;” committed to 
protect Baptist educational 
institutions against “liberal 
leadership and instructors 
who would compromise the 

Daily prayer requests 
for Chile/Tennessee 
Partnership
November-

24 — Today, Grundy Janes Jr., serving the Lord through edu­
cation, celebrates his birthday.

25 — Pray for the Bible teaching ministry among the children 
of the fishermen in Coloso, a fishing village near 
Antofagasta.

26 — Carol Hawkins, a home evangelist, is celebrating her 
birthday today.

27 — Members of First Church, Quilpue, are teaching English, 
baking, and crafts in the Community Center as an out­
reach opportunity.

28 — Pray for the spiritual development of the Chile Mission 
Family, as well as, for the missionaries separated from 
their loved ones during the holiday season.

29 — Continue to lift Manuel Sanchez to the Lord for salvation.
30— Alicia de Nelis, pastor's wife at El Sembrador in Talca, 

has very serious medical problems.

truth of biblical inerrancy 
and divine inspiration;” 
against abortion, lotteries, 
and gambling; against homo­
sexuality and pornography 
“which is supported by the 
United States surgeon gener­
al Joycelyn Elders and the 
high court;” promoting sexual 
abstinence among youth; and 
against prisons which “are 
actually vacation resorts.” □
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at state convention roundup

N.C. messengers approve three giving 
plans; alter theological education funding
Baptist Press

WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. — 
Messengers to the 164th annu­
al meeting of the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina 
approved a 1995 budget total­
ing $29.4 million in three dif­
ferent giving plans available to 
churches. Messengers also 
passed a motion instructing 
the convention’s general board 
to adopt a plan that would 
fund Baptist students attend­
ing North Carolina Baptist col­
leges and institutions equal to 
the amount sent to the South­
ern Baptist Convention for 
theological education.

All incumbent officers were 
elected during the experimen­
tal Nov. 11-12 weekend con­
vention here. It was offered for 
the convenience of laypersons 
who might not be able to at­
tend the traditional Monday 
through Wednesday sessions.

The budget, adopted by at 
least a 70-30 percent margin 
according to those on the plat­
form, offers three choices to 
churches:

(1) Plan A is the traditional 

approach, with 68 percent of 
the undesignated gifts re­
tained by the Baptist State 
Convention for its missions 
and ministries with 32 per­
cent allocated to the Southern 
Baptist Convention for nation­
al and international causes.

(2) Plan B retains the 68 
percent for the state but pro­
vides that the remaining 32 
percent be divided 10 percent 
to the SBC, 8.4 percent for 
theological education in North 
Carolina Baptist universities, 
and 13.6 percent for special 
foreign, home, and other mis­
sions.

(3) Plan C retains the 68 
percent for the state but pro­
vides 10 percent to the Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship 
rather than the SBC with the 
other provisions as Plan B.

A challenge goal of $500,000 
is not included in any of the 
above allocations. All funds re­
ceived at the Baptist Building 
for either of the three plans 
will be regarded as Coopera­
tive Missions Giving which in­
cludes the traditional Coopera­
tive Program system.

James Langford, a Tabor 
City pastor, voted to amend 
the budget to eliminate Plan 
C, but the amendment failed 
after discussion.

A motion that would have 
eliminated both Plans B and C 
by Ted Stone, a Durham lay­
man and unsuccessful candi­
date for the convention’s presi­
dency, failed to get to the floor 
in the flow of discussion and 
parliamentary procedure.

The motion on theological 
education expressed concern 
that SBC seminaries can offer 
baccalaureate level education 
in which the seminary study is 
subsidized through Coopera­
tive Program funds at approxi­
mately $6,000 per student, 
while students at the six N.C. 
colleges are subsidized at a 
rate of about $350 per student.

The motion, which passed 
with little opposition, directs 
the general board to meet at 
its earliest opportunity and 
adopt a plan that will fund 
N.C. Baptist college students 
in an amount no less than that 
sent as SBC CP gifts for theo­
logical education. □

Virginia Baptists approve 
change in representation 
Baptist Press The change in representa­

tion, proposed by the Vir-
SALEM, Va. — Virginia ginia Baptist general board,

Baptists voted Nov. 16 to 
base representation from 
their churches on gifts to 
state causes alone, instead of 
contributions to state, nation­
al, and international min­
istries.

The action — taken during 
the annual meeting of the 
600,000-member Baptist 
General Association of Vir­
ginia Nov. 15-16 — is the 
first by a state Baptist con­
vention to make contribu­
tions to state ministries the 
sole basis for church repre­
sentation. Unlike many other 
state conventions, BGAV con­
gregations qualify for repre­
sentation only through finan­
cial contributions, not 
through a combination of 
money and church members.

Meeting in Salem, messen­
gers adopted a $15 million 
budget for 1995 — $500,000 
less than the current one — 
and elected Margaret Way- 
land of Danville president. 

garnered 73 percent of the 
vote, above the two-thirds 
majority necessary for ap­
proval. Similar proposals 
had received majorities in 
each of the past two years 
but fell short of the required 
two-thirds.

Proponents said the 
change was needed because 
the previous plan permitted 
churches to contribute money 
only to national ministries 
such as the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship.

Opponents said the pro­
posal was aimed at dimin­
ishing representation from 
conservative churches, 
many having reduced or 
eliminated gifts to the 
BGAV to protest what they 
claim is a weakening of ties 
between the moderate-con­
trolled state association and 
the more conservative 
Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. □

Kentucky Baptists 
stay 'in the middle' 
Baptist Press

FRANKFORT, Ky. — 
Kentucky Baptists charted 
a middle-of-the road course 
at their annual meeting 
Nov. 15-16, electing a cen­
trist candidate as president 
and rallying around a mas­
sive partnership missions 
project with Russian Bap­
tists.

The 2,235 messengers to 
the KBC applauded appeals 
for Christian unity but 
soundly defeated a proposal 
to form a special committee 
to increase harmony among 
people of diverse theological 
and political views.

Centrist candidate Billy 
Compton of First Church, 
Mount Washington, was 
elected president in a runoff 
with conservative Bill Han­
cock, a Louisville pastor and 
former chairman of the For­
eign Mission Board trus­
tees. Earlier balloting elimi­
nated moderate candidate 
Bob DeFoor, a Harrodsburg 
pastor.

In other actions, messen­
gers approved an $18.75 
million budget, up 5 percent 
and admitted a record num­
ber of 15 new congregations 
into the convention. □

Alabama Baptists ask Samford to reconsider charter change
Associated Baptist Press

MOBILE, Ala. — Alabama Baptists 
asked Samford University to reconsider 
the recent decision taking away the right 
of the Alabama Baptist State Convention 
to elect the Birmingham school’s trustees 
but chose — at least for now — not to take 
legal action.

Meeting Nov. 15-16 in Mobile, a record 
3,135 messengers delivered a mild rebuke 
to Samford trustees, who changed their 
charter in September to allow them to 
elect members to the university’s govern-
ing board. Historically, the state conven-
tion has elected trustees to oversee Sam-

ford, Alabama Baptists’ flagship institu­
tion.

Messengers approved four recommen­
dations of a Samford study committee ap­
pointed last month by convention presi­
dent Dewey Corder, brushing aside efforts 
to take Samford to court or to withhold 
the $4 million in state convention funding 
for the university.

The recommendation included a “re­
quest” that Samford trustees reconsider 
their Sept. 13 action. It also asked the 
convention to act on a slate of nominees to 
Samford’s board, “affirming the legal right
of the convention to do so.”

tee then asked the convention to continue 
funding Samford until “final disposition” 
of the dispute by vote of the convention. 
Finally, the recommendation stipulated 
no further action be taken on the matter 
for the remainder of the convention.

The fourth recommendation superseded 
an earlier motion to take legal action 
against Samford’s trustees and that mon­
ey earmarked for the school be escrowed 
to cover legal costs.

In other business, messengers elected 
Athens pastor Fred Lackey convention 
president over Earl Potts, former conven­

Citing historical precedent, the commit- margin. □
tion executive director by a 53-47 percent

Alabama Baptist editor dies following convention
Baptist Press

POINT CLEAR, Ala. — 
Hudson D. Baggett, editor of 
The Alabama Baptist since 
1966, died of a massive heart 
attack Nov. 17. .

Baggett, 71, and his wife, 
June, were visiting in Point 
Clear for a day’s vacation fol­
lowing the Nov. 15-16 annual 
meeting of the Alabama Bap­
tist State Convention in near­
by Mobile.

According to family sources, 
Baggett had taken a walk be­
fore breakfast and returned to 
his hotel room. Shortly after­
ward, he suffered a massive 
heart attack and died.

Before coming to the paper 
Baggett was a professor in the 
department of religion and 
philosophy at Samford Univer­
sity in Birmingham.

The Alabama native also

served as pastor of churches in 
his home state and Kentucky. 
He was a graduate of Howard 
College (now Samford) and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

He is survived by his wife 
and three sons. □

The new reference work for both profes­
sional and amateur Baptist musicians. 
The easy way to locate hymns, compare 
hymnals, and increase your knowledge 
of the Baptist musical heritage. All in a 
first edition softcover book you will be 
proud to own.

Classified

Pews 
1-800-537-

4723 
Waco. Texas

FOR SALE: KAWAI Midi Con­
troller Keyboard M8000 with the 
Kurzweil MIDI. Amp. included. 88 
weighted keys with disk drive. 
Church used. Call Music Depart­
ment. (615) 823-2096.

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOM. FREE NATIONWIDE 

1 -800-251-0679
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282

- SOLID OAK PEWS -
PEW UPHOLSTERY / REFINISHING 

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE 

1-(800>-523-90  SB 
NC 1-(800}-222-7895

YES! Please rush______ copies of Baptist 
Hymnal Indices at SI0.00 each (includes 
shipping and handling). TN residents add 
66c each for sales tax. If for any reason I 
am dissatisfied with the Look(s). I may 
return for a full refund within ten days of 
the date of purchase.
Name______________________ .
Address........................................ .....———
City---------------------------------------------------
State Zip------------------- —
MAIL ORDER WITH CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

GLORY PRESS
P.O. Box 2758-B. Cleveland. TN 37320
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w Sunday School lesson commentary
Rejoicing in difficult* timesLife and Work Series 

for Nov. 27 
Focal Passage: 

Hosea 14

Love that 
triumphs
By Elizabeth Howard

As I thought of the idea of triumphant 
love, the story of Rizpah came to me.

King David allowed the Gibeonites to hang 
some of Saul’s descendants, including 
Rizpah’s sons (Rizpah was Saul’s concubine), 
in order to remove a famine, from the land (II 
Samuel 21:1-14). Rizpah camped out on the 
mountain to protect the unburied bodies from 
the vultures and wild animals. She stayed 
there from the beginning of the harvest (late 
spring) until the rains came (late autumn). 
When David heard about her and her perse­
verance, he had the bodies taken down and 
buried. He also had the bodies of Saul and 
Jonathan, whose bodies had been stolen, 
buried in the tomb of Saul’s father, Kish.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson was so impressed 
by the story that he entitled a poem “Rizpah,” 
though it was about a different woman — the 
mother of a train robber who stole her son’s 
bones and buried them in the churchyard, a 
deed forbidden for her as it had been for 
Rizpah.

In these stories, the mothers loved without 
question, the mother of the train robber lov­
ing her son no less than Rizpah loved the 
innocent sons of a king.

Genuine repentance — w. 1-3
God loves his people even more than these 

mothers loved their sons. Because he loves 
us, he wants us to repent when we stray, to 
turn away from sin.

The book of Hosea was written for that 
purpose - to call the Israelites to repentance, 
to turn from their worship of idols. Hosea 
gave them the w’ords to say when they 
repented — words of forgiveness, sacrifice, 
and praise. They involved the three steps in 
healing a broken relationship: repentance, 
confession, and commitment.

The Israelites could no longer depend on 
alliances with countries like Assyria, their 
own military strength (war-horses), nor the 
worship of idols (the work of their hands ).

God’s response — w. 4-8
Once the people had repented, God’s 

response would be overwhelming. He would 
heal their waywardness and turn from his 
anger. Like the dew, he would be there daily 
as nourishment for them. They would blos­
som like the lily, with roots as sturdy as the 
roots of a cedar. They would be as splendid as 
an olive tree, as fragrant as a cedar, a shade 
of protection for others. After their repen­
tance and restoration, they would see that 
blessings come from God, not from wooden 
idols.

Wise choice — v. 9
The book of Hosea ends with an appeal to 

wisdom and discernment. The righteous 
know and understand God’s ways and walk 
in them. Anyone who chooses to do otherwise 
will stumble and fall.

Like Rizpah, God patiently waits, not on 
King David, but on each of us. Until we 
repent, he cannot, will not, restore us. □ — 
Elizabeth Howard is a member of Cumberland 
Homestead Church, Crossville.

By Ray Fullilove

It has become the song of the saint of God, the cho­
rus of every Christian, the radiant praise of every 
redeemed, blood-bought child of God in Christ Jesus. 
We say it often, but seldom believe it. We quote it, but 
question it. We point to it as our power, but we, person­
ally, realize that we are poor in spirit lacking joy. It is 
underlined in the words, “The joy of the Lord is our 
strength” (Nehemiah 8:10).

It surfaces with faith and feeling in the life and the 
letter of the Apostle Paul. We find it in his epistle to the 
Philippians which will be our study for the next few 
weeks. Is there a song we can sing in our discourage­
ment? Is there a light which shines for us in our dark­
ness? Can we really rejoice in difficult times?

The Apostle Paul thought it to be true and proved to 
us it could become our greatest way to witness for Jesus 
Christ. It tells us that, indeed, his grace is sufficient — 
even in suffering. Paul relates to us that we can rejoice 
in difficult times. His main word in this epistle is joy. 
He is saying that Jesus is his joy and that, indeed, “the 
joy of the Lord is our strength.”

As we contemplate these words, we seem to be 
caught up in the cadence of celebration in Paul’s heart. 
The emphasis is joy, not sadness; encouragement, not 
dismay; praise to a living Christ and not pitiful pleas to 
a dead god! Paul gives us these notes of happiness 
while he was in prison. For us, these words can become 
a song for our sorrow, triumphant faith in tribulation, 
and Christ becoming precious in our conflict. We can 
rejoice in our difficulties. Paul underlines some steps 
which help us “to give — beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that we might be called trees of righteous­
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glori­
fied” (Isaiah 61:3).

Change attitude with prayer — vv. 1-5
We learn to rejoice in difficult times when we change 

our attitude by prayer. We must remember when Paul 
penned these words, he was in prison, and not in a 
palace. How would we respond with such a precarious 
future as this? A great saint of God seems to pick up 
the song for us to sing in difficult times when she 
wrote, “Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior

Solomon turns from God
Convention Uniform Series 

for Nov. 27 
Focal Passage 

I Kings 11:1-13

By Samuel Dean

The city of Whangarei in 
New Zealand has a lovely 
motto: “Non Nobis Solum,” 
meaning “Not for ourselves 
alone.” Self-grandisment 
and greed can destroy any 
sense of community. Over-indul­
gence of one’s self is a denial of the 
common bond of oneness.

Solomon was known for his wis­
dom. Yet knowing proverbs did not 
keep him from playing the role of a 
fool. All of his wisdom did not brit­
tle his tendency toward excesses. 
Parts of his life were out of control.

In order to maintain his luxuri­
ous lifestyle, King Solomon had to 
tax heavily and resorted to forced 
labor. As always, someone had to 
pay the bill for the indulgence in 
affluence.

Perhaps the most notable excess 
of Solomon was his way with 
women. Why in the world would 
one man need 700 wives and 
princesses and 300 concubines? A 
harem of 1,000 may have spoken of 
his wealth, but it gave the appear­
ance of “wife addiction.”

Is it not interesting that both 
Solomon and his father, David, had

problems with women? The sexual 
aspect of their existence was not 
easily controlled.

Some of the women in Solomon’s 
harem came from outside Israel. A 
common practice was to take a wife 
of another nation to solidify rela­
tionships in political and economic 
diplomacy. Marriages were made 
for practical considerations.

With wives coming from diverse 
backgrounds, all kinds of pagan 
influences infiltrated the palace. As 
one would expect, the wives 
brought their religious practices 
with them. The Canaanite fertility 
deities made were objects of wor­
ship by some of the women.

The mighty king was easily 
swayed by their request to have 
shrines where they could worship 
their gods. Solomon built for his 
wives their pagan worship centers. 
Of course, the taxpayers footed the 
bill.
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am happy and blest; watching and waiting, looking 
above, Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. This is 
my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the 
day long.” We can rise above our circumstances by 
changing our attitude by prayer. One, we become aware 
of the power of God, not the problems which may pre­
vail (v. 1). Two, we become conscious of the grace of God 
which sustains, and the God of glory who is alive with 
us (v. 2). Three, we begin to count our blessings and not 
our burdens (vv. 3-5). Attitudes are changed by prayer.

Change atmosphere with faith — vv. 6-19
Confined in a small area and surrounded with strict 

guards could cause anyone to become despondent. 
Facing all of these fears in our situation, what would 
we do? Paul decided to change the atmosphere by faith. 
First, he trusted God for the overflow (vv. 6-11). This 
revived his confidence (v. 6), his contentment (v. 7-9), 
and his commitment (w. 10-11). Two, he trusted God 
for the outcome (w. 12-19). Our uplook changes our 
outlook. Thus, we can do the same, and begin to sing, 
‘Trusting as the moments fly; trusting as the days go 
by, trusting him whate’er befall; Trusting Jesus, that is 
all.”

Change apprehension with praise — w. 20-26
When Paul continued to pray, he was filled with 

renewed faith, and he rose with a new’ spirit of praise. 
In prison, Paul still praised God for a future filled with 
expectation (w. 20-21), with exoneration (w. 22-24), 
and with anticipation (w. 25-26). When Paul filled his 
mind and heart with Jesus, he began to sing. Even in 
our prison, we can say, “We are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). We can 
rejoice in difficulties — w’hen w’e take the hand of 
Jesus. “I know’ better than to not trust God. But some­
times I forget that.” Let’s not forget — and rejoice in 
difficult times! □ — Ray Fullilove is pastor of Poplar 
Avenue Church, Memphis.

What Solomon did was 
a violation of the 
Covenant. God was not 
pleased with Solomon’s 
disobedience. His sin was 
not from lack of under­
standing. On two occa­
sions God had told him 

not to do it (vv. 9-10). Nevertheless, 
Solomon, who was used to having 
his own way, did not listen to God.

Deliberate violations of God's 
explicit will was not taken lightly 
by God. The United Kingdom would 
suffer serious consequences. After 
Solomon’s reign the kingdom was 
divided. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, 
became king of Judah, the 
Southern Kingdom. Jeroboam 
became king of the Northern 
Kingdom. The glory day of the 
kingdom faded.

“All that glitters is not gold.” 
Fool’s gold can be found whenever 
one invests inappropriate worth in 
wrong behavior. In sinning, wrong 
values are attached to things. 
Excesses in life are indications of a 
life out of balance; God is not in 
the center. Without God in the 
center, life will wobble. □ — 
Samuel Dean is pastor of First 
Church, Clinton.
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convention n&ws

1,359 messengers attend
120th annual TBC meeting 
at Bellevue Church, Cordova

MESSENGERS, from left. Robert Tyson, First Church, Middleton; John Parrott, East 
Rogersville Church; and Gary Gerhardt. First Church, Church Hill, enjoy a visit.

MARCUS AND RUTH ANN DRIGGERS, missionaries to Chile, thanked Tennessee 
Baptists for their efforts during a three-year partnership concluding Dec. 31. Looking 
on is Jarvis Hearn. TBC Partnership Missions director for Chile and Michigan.

A STRING ENSEMBLE of girls and young women from Bellevue 
Church performed during the Pastors Conference.

AT LEFT, PAUL 
MOODY, president 
of the TBC Execu­
tive Board, recog­
nizes convention 
retirees, from left, 
Martha Couch and 
her husband Bob; 
Libby Shepard and 
her husband 
David; and Jarvis 
Hearn. They later 
were honored at a 
reception.

CHARLES PARKER of First 
Church, Oliver City, makes a 
point during a discussion.

Convention photos 
by Wm. Fletcher 
Allen, Connie Davis, 
and Lonnie Wilkey

MEMBERS OF'Bellevue Church's drama team depict a scene during a musical presentation.

AT LEFT, MEETING AT THE 
convention were the following 
from McMinn-Meigs Associa­
tion, from left. Oran Creasman, 
Carlos Peterson, Roy Fowler, 
and Kathy and Martin Bowlin. 
AT RIGHT, ENJOYING A TIME 
of fellowship were, from left, 
Gary Anderson, Bolivar; John 
Laida, Clarksville; Paul Durham, 
Nashville: and TBC retirees 
Orvind Dangeau and Vern Pow­
ers.
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