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w this 
week's 

news

global —
■ Southern Baptist workers 

in Israel request prayer 
for Jewish evangelism.
— Page 2

■ Foreign Mission Board 
needs volunteers for 
massive evangelistic ef­
fort in western Europe.
— Page 3

national —
■ SBC Cooperative Pro­

gram gifts down in De­
cember. — Page 3

■ Henry selects SBC par­
liamentarians. — Page 3

state--
■ Two Tennessee Baptist 

associations select direc­
tors. — Page 3

■ Have you ever wondered 
what ‘whineyism’ is? If 
so, see editorial on page 
5.

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O- Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

IJ^OOO receive food

Southern Baptist relief efforts continue in Haiti
By Tim Yarbrough 
For Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — Since food 
distribution efforts started in 
Haiti in December, more than 
14,000 people have been fed.

Tennessee native Mark Rut­
ledge of Murfreesboro, agricul­
tural missionary to Haiti, and 
Harry Campbell of Killeen, 
Texas, on-site coordinator for 
the Southern Baptist Brother­
hood Commission, reported 
Jan. 5 that 13,914 “family 
packs” of basic food commodi­
ties that include flour, cooking 
oil, beans, rice, as well as a 
Gospel tract, have been dis­
tributed to 24 Haitian church­
es and missions. The packs 
were distributed to 3,053 fami­

College students respond to global missions challenge
By Chip Alford
For Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — While many of 
their peers made final preparations for 
New Year’s Eve parties, more than 3,000 
college students, including several from 10 
Tennessee campuses, spent the last week 
of 1994 learning about missions.

The students attended Mission 95, a 
global missions conference sponsored by 
the Baptist Sunday School Board’s nation­
al student ministry in cooperation with 
the Home and Foreign mission boards, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, and Brother­
hood Commission. The event took place 
Dec. 27-31 in Louisville.

Conference participants heard from na­
tional and international missions leaders, 
chose from more than 90 missions-related 
seminars, met in small “family” groups to 
pray for unreached people groups, and in­

teracted with 100 home and foreign mis­
sionaries. They also explored a 50,000- 
square-foot interactive missions exhibit 
area that included everything from a si­
multaneous airplane ride to a booth on 
raceway ministries. By week’s end, hun­
dreds of students had made a public com­
mitment to missions.

National student ministry director Bill 
Henry said he believes the conference 
goal of educating students about what 
God is doing in the world was met, adding 
he was “overwhelmed” by the week’s expe­
rience.

“When I looked around the hall during 
our last night’s service and saw all those 
students walking down the aisles to make 
their decisions, I leaned over to the person 
next to me and said, ‘There’s our next gen­
eration of missionaries.’ It was an incredi­
ble feeling,” Henry said.

A number of mission leaders challenged

the conference participants including 
FMB President Jerry Rankin who told 
them they might be the “final generation” 
before Christ’s return.

“The Gospel is touching people and na­
tions that have never even heard the mes­
sage of Jesus Christ,” Rankin said, point­
ing out more than half of the 12,000 mis­
sionaries appointed in the FMB’s 149- 
year-old history began serving in the last 
18 years, many in areas previously closed 
to the Gospel.

HMB President Larry Lewis told stu­
dents he would love to see Southern Bap­
tists renew their commitment to achieve 
the goals of Bold Mission Thrust. That ini­
tiative calls for 50,000 churches and 
10,000 home and foreign missionaries on 
the field by the year 2000.

“We are calling on Southern Baptists to 
be a soul-conscious denomination on wit­
ness for the Lord,” Lewis said. □

True Love Waits' cited by radio network
Baptist Press

DALLAS — USA Radio 
Network has rated Southern 
Baptists’ “True Love Waits” 
campaign among the top news 
stories of 1994 in the net­
work’s year-end wrapup.

Polish leader's wife hospitalized in Texas
Eva Gutkowski, wife of 

Ryszard Gutkowski, executive­
treasurer of the Baptist Union 
of Poland, has been flown to 
Tyler, Texas, for surgery. Fur­
ther details will be released at 

lies, totaling 14,357 people.
“Rutledge and Campbell are 

reporting progress in solving 
the transportation problem of 

RUTLEDGE

getting food to 
remote areas,” 
said Mickey 
Caison, project 
manager at 
the Brother­
hood Commis­
sion. “There 
are reports of 
deaths in these 

areas because of a lack of 
food,” he said.

The Haiti relief project is a 
joint effort of the Brotherhood 
Commission and the Foreign 
Mission Board. The agencies 
are working in conjunction 
with the Baptist Convention of

The network provides 24- 
hour news coverage world­
wide. Network vice president 
John Clemens said he selected 
approximately 10 stories “in no 
particular order of impor­
tance,” as the most significant 
during the past year. □ 

a later date. Mrs. Gutkowski 
directs women’s work among 
churches in Poland.

Tennessee Baptists began a 
partnership with Poland this 
month. □

Haiti, according to Caison.
Caison said volunteers used 

“down times” during the holi­
days to continue to repair vehi­
cles for the project.

“The spirits and morale of 
volunteers working in Haiti 
are high,” Caison said. “They 
continue to exhibit cooperation 
and willingness to do what 
needs to be done, even under 
circumstances we cannot con­
trol.”

Securing food supplies 
through various channels in 
Haiti has been difficult at 
times, but appears to be stabi­
lizing, Caison reported. For 
two weeks in late November 
and early December volun­
teers were without electricity 
which resulted in water ra­

TBC CP gifts up after two months
Tennessee Baptists gave 

$2,540,495 to the Coopera­
tive Program in December, 
more than $200,000 more 
than they gave in December 
1993.

Year-to-date (after two 
months of the TBC budget 
year) are $4,116,562, com­
pared to $3,615,974 over the 
same period in the 1993-94 
budget year.

“At the end of December 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion gifts for the 1994-95 
budget through the Coopera­

tioning, he added.
Recruiting efforts for the 

Haiti project continues to go 
well, Caison said. Teams of 10 
volunteers each have been 
filled through Feb. 25, he said. 
Two spaces remain unfilled on 
the Feb. 17-March 4 team and 
one volunteer is still needed 
for the Feb. 24-March 11 team.

So far, 81 volunteers have 
served in food distribution ef­
forts. About 80 more volun­
teers worked on the initial con­
struction teams which were 
sent to Haiti to prepare for the 
food distribution efforts.

Additional information 
about the relief project can be 
acquired by calling the Broth­
erhood Commission at 1 (800) 
280-1891. □ 

tive Program exceeded last 
year’s gifts for the same peri­
od by $500,327,” said James 
Porch, executive director- 
treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

“This is indeed a testimo­
ny to the discipline in giving 
and commitment to missions 
by Tennessee Baptists,” he 
added.

Cooperative Program 
gifts, however, are $247,543 
belowr the budget needs of 
$4,596,756 for the first two 
months. □
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Southern Baptist workers 
in Israel request prayer
By Mike Creswell 
For Baptist Press

JERUSALEM — So many 
Israeli Jews are becoming 
Christians that Southern Bap­
tist workers in Israel say the 
growth, if it continues, could 
be the top story not only of this 
decade — but of the age as 
well.

Estimates on the number of 
Messianic Jews — as Jewish 
believers call themselves — 
now range from 3,000 to 6,000. 
They belong to more than 
three dozen congregations 
scattered across Israel. One 
new congregation is started 
each year, on average.

While the numbers remain 
relatively small for a country 
of about 5.5 million people, 
this is not just any country. It 
is Israel, the small nation 
whose roots are inextricably 
linked with the Bible.

For centuries Jews have 
been unresponsive to the 
Gospel; even one person’s deci­
sion to follow Christ has been 
a major event and cause for re­
joicing among Christians. 
These days there’s much more 
rejoicing, because decisions are 
happening more often. South­
ern Baptist workers in Israel 
have issued a plea for in­
creased prayer support during 
1995, specifically for Jewish 
evangelism.

Messianic Jews say they 
numbered perhaps 200 in Is­

Mississippi lawsuit seeks end of student-led devotionals
Baptist Press

ECRU, Miss. — A Baptist layman serv­
ing as Pontotoc County school superinten­
dent is facing a federal lawsuit filed by a 
mother who doesn’t like his stand in favor 
of school prayer.

Jerry Horton, a member of Ecru 
Church in his first elective term as super­
intendent, said disagreement has been

building for months with Lisa Herdahi of 
Ecru about how to handle prayer at the 
1,300-student school where the five oldest 
of her six children attend.

Horton said there has been prayer in 
Pontotoc County schools “for at least eight 
years with no complaints.”

Herdahi has said publicly her children 
are stigmatized and harassed because 
they do not participate in a daily student-

initiated devotional piped through the 
school’s classroom loudspeaker system.

The Christian Action Committee of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention has of­
fered to help the school district.

No hearing date has been scheduled for 
the lawsuit, but Horton said he intends to 
strongly defend the district’s school prayer 
policy as constitutional and good for the 
students. □

MSC volunteers surpass 2,000-markInternational student meeting set
An Inter­

national Stu­
dent Min­
istry Confer­
ence is set 
for Jan. 27- 
29 at Henry 
Horton State 
Park in 
Chapel Hill.

The confer-
CALDWELL WU

ence is sponsored by the Stu­
dent Ministries Department 
of the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention and funded through 
gifts to the Golden State Mis­
sions Offering. It is designed 
to equip both Christian inter­
national students and Ameri­
can leaders in ministry with 
internationals.

General sessions will in­

rael 25 years ago — and they 
kept a low profile. Now they 
routinely hold evangelistic cru­
sades in which they distribute 
tracts and share their faith 
with passers-by, resulting in 
consistent grow’th.

One Southern Baptist work­
er compared Messianic Jewish 
growth to lighting a skyrocket 
in the rain. The fuse has taken 
decades to ignite, but now 
things are happening.

The phenomenon is not lim­
ited to Baptists. Other church 
and evangelistic groups in Is­
rael report slow but steady 
growth.

One modern phenomenon 
making more Jews receptive to 
the Gospel is a new custom of 
Jewish citizens traveling over­
seas when they complete their 
terms of military service. As 
they travel in Christian lands, 
many hear the Gospel for the 
first time, and in a more re­
laxed atmosphere than possi­
ble in Israel.

Some of the hundreds of 
thousands of Russian Jews 
who have arrived in Israel in 
recent years also believe in 
Christ. They can be found in 
congregations throughout Is­
rael. Increasing numbers of 
them have sought baptism.

Orthodox Jew's in Israel can 
be a fearsome force, dedicated 
to rooting out Jewish Chris­
tianity, which they abhor as a 
heretical deviation. Their op­
position does make it challeng­

elude all par- 
ticipants. 
Two tracks 
will be pro­
vided: one for 
international 
students and 
one for lead­
ership from 
BSUs and 
churches.

Conference leaders include 
Steven Wu, an employee of 
Eastman Chemical Company, 
Kingsport, and Mark Cald­
well, Southern Baptist mis­
sionary to Thailand.

Registration fee for the 
conference is $5. For more in­
formation, call the TBC Stu­
dent Ministries Department 
at (615) 371-2056. □ 

ing to share the Gospel.
Both Messianic Jews and 

those who work with them re­
main cautious because of the 
obvious dangers. They have 
endured an assortment of at­
tacks and threats through the 
years, especially between 1972 
and 1982.

In 1992 a youth group from 
the Narkis Street congregation 
was attacked by a gang in 
downtown Jerusalem. But the 
most destructive attack oc­
curred when unknown arson­
ists burned down the church in 
1982. Rebuilding has been 
costly and time-consuming.

Such attacks are nothing 
new to readers of the New Tes­
tament; the Apostle Paul was 
a diligent Christian persecutor 
before his conversion.

Even today most Israelis 
know the name of Jesus only 
as “Yeshu,” rather than his 
correct Hebrew’ name, “Yes­
hua.” Few are aware that 
‘Yeshu” comes from an ancient 
rabbinical acronym of three 
Hebrew letters which form the 
phrase, “May his name be 
cursed.”

One Southern Baptist work­
er says Jewish rabbis have a 
distorted view of Christianity 
— and many even think it’s 
wrong to say Jesus’ name.

Messianic Jews refer to Je­
sus by his correct name and 
they are convinced many more 
Israelis will meet their beloved 
‘Yeshua” in the days ahead. □

Baptist Press

ATLANTA — The Southern 
Baptist Home Mission Board’s 
Mission Service Corps depart­
ment surpassed in December 
the 2,000-volunteer mark for 
long-term missions workers.

Former WMU interim director dies
Mary K. Hutson, 74, of 

Knoxville, died Jan. 4 after a 
short illness.

Hutson was retired minister 
of education, First Church, 
Knoxville, 1966-81, who served 
as interim Tennessee Woman’s 
Missionary Union director 
1984-85.

A graduate of the Universi­
ty of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
Hutson also had served as di­

Porch addresses 
Belmont grads 
For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Saying 
they have the “power to 
bless and be a blessing,” 
James Porch cautioned 
Belmont University gradu­
ates to choose recipients 
wisely when giving away 
what they now possess.

The executive director­
treasurer of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention re­
minded the 155 candidates 
that the boy with five 
loaves and two fish 
thought that he only pos­
sessed lunch that would 
keep him from hunger. 
But because the boy took a 
risk by trusting Jesus, he 
fed the multitudes during 
the event that changed the 
young man’s life.

“Imagine the wonder in 
the child’s eyes,” Porch 
told the graduates. “When 
we give what we have to 
God, he has the opportuni­
ty to surprise us.”

Two Nashville Baptist 
students, both from Glen­
dale Church, were honored 
at commencement. Jim 
Yarborough received the 
Kenneth B. Sidwell Sr. 
Award presented to a 
graduate who exemplifies 
the school’s principles. 
Kathryn Wolf Zahn re­
ceived the Outstanding Se­
nior Achievement Award, 
presented by Belmonts’ 
Alumni Association. □

“People are still volunteer­
ing in record numbers,” said 
Bob Mills, Mission Service 
Corps director. In 1994, the 
board assigned 487 new MSC 
volunteers, a 17 percent in­
crease over the 337 volunteers 
assigned in 1993. □ 

rector of religious education, 
Central Church, Fountain 
City, Knoxville, and the first 
youth director for Arkansas 
WMU. She was an active 
member of First Church, 
Knoxville, and was a former 
director of the Tennessee Bap­
tist Children’s Homes.

Hutson is survived by two 
brothers and a sister, along 
with a nephew and nieces. □
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National CP receipts drop 
two percent in December
BaptisiPress

NASHVILLE — Southern 
Baptist Convention Cooperative 
Program receipts for December 
dropped 2.21 percent below that 
month a year ago, according to 
Morris H. Chapman, SBC Exec­
utive Committee president.

Receipts for the year-to-date 
were almost identical to a year 
ago: $34,494,918 compared to 
$$34,367,885, or a .37 percent 
increase.

For December, CP receipts 
totaled $12,218,783 compared to 
$12,495,334 in December 1993, 
a decrease of $276,550.

Designated receipts for the 

month were up 4.63 percent: 
$3,309,045 compared to 
$3,162,701. The year-to-date 
designated total is 9.43 percent 
ahead of the same period last 
year: $7,067,706 compared to 
$6,458,758. The SBC fiscal year 
is Oct. 1 to Sept. 30.

The December receipts were 
above the required SBC pro­
gram allocation monthly budget 
total of $11,378,310, or 7.39 per­
cent. The year-to-date receipts 
are 1.05 percent above the year- 
to-date budget requirement.

The CP is Southern Baptists’ 
way of supporting missions and 
ministry efforts in state conven­
tions and the SBC. □

Robertson County, Holston Valley associations tap directors
Two associations have 

named directors. Robertson 
County Association elected 
Dennis Pulley as director of 
missions, effective Dec. 15, 
and Holston Valley Associa­
tion named Bruce Hullette as 
interim director of missions, 
effective Jan. 1.

Pulley, pastor, Exchange 
Avenue Church, Oklahoma 
City, Okla., formerly was pas­
tor of First Church, Ripley; 
First Church, Bruceton; 
White Hall Church, Trenton; 
First Church, Obion; North­
ern’s Chapel Church, Ruther­
ford; and Clear Creek 
Church, Dyer. He also has 
served churches in Indiana

PULLEY HULLETTE

and Kentucky.
He is a graduate of Union 

University, Jackson; and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Pulley has been active in 
association and state conven­
tion leadership, having 
served as a member of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­

tion Executive Board 1976-82 
and 1985-90, of which he was 
president 1987-88. He also 
was a member of the search 
committee for the TBC execu­
tive director 1987-88.

Hullette, of Church Hill, is 
retired pastor, First Church, 
Surgoinsville, where he 
served during the 1950s and 
from 1976-89.

A member of the TBC Ex­
ecutive Board, he also has 
served as a Southern Baptist 
missionary in Morgan Coun­
ty, Ky.; and as pastor of First 
Church, Whitesburg; River­
side Church, Pineville, Ky.; 
and Muldraugh Hill Church, 
Lebanon, Ky. □

FMB seeks volunteers to help western Europe in evangelistic efforts
Baptist Press

WIESBADEN, Germany — Hundreds 
and possibly thousands of Southern Bap­
tist volunteers will be sought for a series 
of major evangelistic campaigns in west­
ern Europe between 1995 and 1997.

A campaign for France in 1997 could 
involve between 400 and 500 volunteers 
and be the largest of its kind ever held in 
western Europe, said W.H. “Dub” Jack- 
son Jr., the Foreign Mission Board’s cru­
sade coordinator for Europe. He is plan­
ning campaigns in Denmark, Spain, Nor­
way, Sweden, France, and Germany.

Though Americans usually see these 

western European countries as cultured 
and prosperous vacation destinations, 
missiologists have considered the area 
one of the most resistant and spiritually 
needy in the world. Some African coun­
tries have higher percentages of born- 
again believers than many countries in 
western Europe.

In France, for example, Muslims out­
number evangelical Christians and ac­
tive Roman Catholics combined. The 
1997 campaign in France will involve 
some 50 French Baptist congregations. 
Although the process of establishing a 
church in France can take a decade or 
more, the last Southern Baptist partner­

ship campaign there resulted in more 
than 200 salvation decisions.

Some Christian leaders see signs of 
revival in Europe. “Innovative and per­
sistent church planting efforts are begin­
ning to pay off here and there on the 
continent. I really believe we may be see­
ing the start of a real movement of God 
in Europe, said Southern Baptist mis­
sionary' Bill Wagner.

“I just pray Southern Baptists will be 
ready to move where the Spirit of God is 
moving,” Wagner said.

Jackson announced the partnership 
evangelistic campaigns well in advance 
so Southern Baptists can pray, budget, 

and plan to participate, he said. “We can 
never have these numbers without a real 
commitment by Southern Baptists to re­
spond to this specific and most meaning­
ful challenge.”

Pastors, laymen, and musicians of all 
ages are being sought — “anyone who's 
ready to love and share his faith now.”

Jackson has met with Baptist leaders 
in the countries to be involved and says 
they are eager and cooperative.

Those wanting to volunteer or need­
ing additional information should call 
the FMB’s volunteer hot fine number at 
1 (800) 888-8657 or call Jackson’s Abi­
lene, Texas, office at (915) 695-6754. □

Sanctify of Human Ufe Sunday, is Jan. [5
'I am fearfully and wonderfully made'

SBC president Jim Henry 
selects six parliamentarians

By Richard D. Land
SBC Christian Life Commission

NASHVILLE — The 
psalmist’s contemplation of 
God’s special and unique in­
volvement with human con­
ception and development com­
pelled him to exclaim, “I am 
fearfully and wonderfully 
made.” What other conclusion 
could he have drawn as he de­
scribed God’s comprehensive 
knowledge of, and involvement 
with, each individual human 
being?

God has revealed that be­
fore conception, through gesta­
tion, to birth, to natural death, 
and at all moments in be­
tween, he has planned for and 
been involved with, human 
life.

What a critically important 
strongly encouraging word in 
a day when human life is in­
creasingly depersonalized and 
devalued.

God’s knowledge of, and 
provision for, each human life 
begins before each conception. 
As God told Jeremiah, “Before 
I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee: and before thou 
earnest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee” (Jeremiah 

1:5). His detailed preparation, 
planning, and participation in 
the specific personal attributes 
of particular individuals are 
revealed in the psalmist’s de­
scription of being “knit ... to­
gether in my mother’s womb.” 
(Psalm 139:13, NIV) and his 
realization that in God’s “book 
all my members were written 
which in continuance were 
fashioned, when as yet there 
was none of them ” (Psalm 
139:16).

It is God’s intimate involve­
ment with human beings that 
imparts to human life its sanc­
tity, value, and uniqueness. 
Each human being is “fearful­
ly and wonderfully made.”

The word “fearfully” indi­
cates a unique, divinely im­
parted ability to know and 
worship the Creator. God has 
created us with the capacity to 
reverence and honor him. The 
word “wonderfully” speaks to 
the special and miraculous as­
pect of each human concep­
tion. The term is used fre­
quently in the Psalms to de­
scribe actions which go far be­
yond mere human ability. 
Each human conceived is in­
deed a miracle requiring God’s 
involvement. The word “made” 

refers to an act of God in 
which humans may partici­
pate, such as procreation, but 
which still requires God’s cre­
ative activity and intervention.

God is telling us through 
his Word that he has invested 
each human life with sacred 
meaning and priceless value. 
In addition, human beings are 
not bom human or become hu­
man at some arbitrary myste­
rious point of fetal develop­
ment. They are conceived hu­
man beings, with all of the 
wonder, glory, and unique val­
ue God imparts to each and 
every human life. Every time 
an unborn human is killed, all 
human life is devalued a little 
more.

May God give us the grace, 
wisdom, and strength to perse­
vere in defending unborn life. 
In doing so, we are defending 
all human life. For if we as a 
people think we can kill the 
helpless unborn, then eventu­
ally we will be tempted to kill 
the helpless born, in ever in­
creasing categories of the “dis­
abled” — their disablement be­
ing age, illness, or mental or 
physical impairment. □ — 
Land is executive director of the 
Christian Life Commission.

HENRY

Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — A team 
of six parliamentarians has 
been selected by Southern Bap­
tist Convention President Jim 
Henry to assist in business ses­
sions of the SBC in Atlanta 
June 20-22.

“I believe it 
is an excellent 
group and they 
will serve well 
in helping us 
conduct our 
business in an 
orderly and 
helpful man­
ner,” said Hen­
ry, pastor of First Church, Or­
lando, Fla., who was elected 
SBC president last June.

Henry did not designate any 
of his six selections as chief par­
liamentarian.

As he had announced to the 
SBC Executive Committee last 
September, Henry’s team did 
not include C. Barry McCarty, 
lead SBC parliamentarian since 
the 1986 SBC annual meeting 
in Atlanta.

Henry told the Executive 
Committee he had called and 
written to McCarty, an or­
dained Church of Christ minis­
ter from Cincinnati, to thank 

him “for the excellent work that 
he did at a critical time in our 
denomination. God used him. 
But now we need to move on ... 
and this is one way that we’re 
saying we’re moving on to the 
future ... .”

The parliamentarians are:
a John Sullivan, executive 

director-treasurer of the Florida 
Baptist Convention and an SBC 
parliamentarian who worked 
with McCarty for several years.

■ Lester L. Cooper Jr., pas­
tor of Valley Hill Church, 
Riverdale, Ga., and a certified 
parliamentarian who has 
served in that role for the Geor­
gia Baptist Convention.

■ Sanford W. Peterson, one 
of the editors of Sturgis Stan­
dard Code of Parliamentary 
Procedure. 3rd edition.

■ Jimmy Jackson, pastor of 
Whitesburg Church, Huntsville, 
Ala., who has assisted in SBC 
parliamentary5 duties.

■ David N. Matlock, mem­
ber of Broadmoor Church, 
Shreveport, La., who served as 
parliamentarian for the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
in 1991 and 1994.

■ Joe H. Reynolds, lawyer 
and member of Second Church, 
Houston, who has assisted in 
SBC parliamentary duties. □
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letters " opinion

a about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason. 
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub­
lished.

■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not 
conform, it will be re­
turned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

Controversies include actions, reactions
When there is controversy in a religious 

body, there is always a minority side. It may be 
right in principle, but on the lesser side of the 
voting body. The maintaining of proper atti­
tudes by losers is harder than when one is on 
the winning side, although both have tempta­
tions to err.

The recent SBC controversy proved to be one 
of action and reaction, aggressiveness and resis­
tance, change and holding the line. Both sides 
at times have been wise and unwise. Both have 
shown undue tensions and there has been un­
confirmed and inaccurate propaganda about 
both. Almost evenly divided in numbers, the 
struggles at times proved almost a stalemate.

My major complaint about the moderate-con­
servatives who have been a slight minority is 
the way they have reacted to many of the ac­
tions taken by the majority. Some have dis­
played a spirit of defiance. They have sought 
logical answers even when the problems have 
been basically psychological.

It must be remembered that logical problems 
have to be solved logically and psychological’ 
problems must be solved psychologically. Many 
times an indirect action can be more effective 
than a direct confrontational one. This has not 
been done.

Many on both sides have shown bad spirits. 
All too many have shown a lack of knowledge of 
what is happening.

Some resented the winners whether or not 
the balloting was fair. They have been most 
hostile after the “winner take all,” or a spoils 
system seemed to have been introduced and 
practiced. They resented apparent rejection of 
their theological positions and even of them­
selves. Feelings were so high.

It takes real religion and maturity to be able 
to avoid hostility when injustices seem to have 
occurred, but time and gentlemanly attitudes 
will help solve problems if allowed time.

W a historical view
By James L, Sullivan, retired BSSB president

Death and sentencing
There is no question that 

performing an abortion and 
killing an unborn human be­
ing, with no other justification 
than convenience or birth con­
trol, is murder. From the view­
point of a Christian, the arbi­
trary killing of abortionists 
cannot be considered an appro­
priate response for two impor­
tant reasons.

(1) The unrestricted killing 
of the abortionist violates his 
right to due process and appeal 
under the laws which we all 
hold dear in the United States. 
Assigning responsibility to one 
individual to be judge, jury, 
and executioner can never be 
allowed in a free society based 
upon the rule of law.

(2) Killing the abortionist 
without giving him sufficient 
opportunity for repentance and 
salvation would condemn the 
soul to hell immediately. After 
all, anyone who continues per­
forming murderous acts with­
out remorse or repentance is 
not a believer (I John 3:15, 
Revelation 21:8). The primary 
responsibility of every Christ­
ian is to make an attempt to 
lead every lost sinner to Christ 
so that he or she may inherit 
eternal life (II Peter 3:9).

It should also be clear that 

it is inconsistent for our gov­
ernment to condemn one man 
to consecutive death penalties 
for killing the abortionist and 
his assistant, while allowing 
abortionists to go free without 
any penalty whatsoever.

The judicial system should 
sentence convicted abortionists 
to consecutive death penalties 
for each innocent human life 
they destroyed, and imprison 
those who aid and abet their 
murderous acts. The overrid­
ing responsibility of our gov­
ernment is to protect the lives 
of all its citizens, born and un­
born.

Chris Francis, pastor 
Fellowship Church 

Knoxville 37920

Relative news
Larry Beeler is offended 

that the Baptist and Reflector 
would run a news item an­
nouncing the hiring of Lloyd 
Householder by the Tennessee 
arm of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship. He reasons that 
any mention of the CBF in our 
state Baptist paper will drain 
the Lottie Moon Christmas of­
fering dry.

I make two observations. 
First, the Lottie Moon Christ­
mas offering has endured as 
an effective means of support­

Thank the Lord for inevitable pendulum 
swings. They give each an opportunity to dis­
play the Christian spirit whether winning or 
losing. Each has opportunity to display a real 
Christian spirit whether pendulum swings to­
ward or from him.

God’s promise that right will ultimately pre­
vail should give comfort to each. If wrong wins 
out, one can be sure it will be temporary only. 
That should be the hope and prayer of each.

The ones who create most problems, regard­
less of the side taken in any issue, are the ones 
who think they know all the answers, lack pa­
tience and understanding of our Baptist people 
and convention, or the ones who seek personal 
gains and tend to see everyone else as “aliens 
and strangers” merely because they do not 
agree with them.

No one should ever expect or desire to win 
unless his attitudes are as right as his princi­
ples. Arrogance or even the appearance of it is 
always fatal. Truth may be slow, but eventually 
it will emerge and prevail. This is all for which 
one should ask.

The “declaration of independence” by certain 
convention and state Baptist institutions in an 
effort to escape what they consider dangerous 
trends toward extremisms in Baptist life is 
something new in our denomination’s life.

While many moderate-conservatives, as well 
as fundamental-conservatives, question the wis­
dom and legality of these acts, only history will 
reveal whether they were wise or tragic blun­
ders. □ — Sullivan wrote this series of articles for 
his church newsletter a few years ago. Future arti­
cles in this series will be reprinted on a regular ba­
sis.

ing foreign missions because 
Southern Baptists are a mis- 
sions-minded people. If the 
news item directed a dollar to 
the CBF’s Global Missions Of­
fering, then it was most likely 
a dollar that was not coming to 
LMCO anyway.

Second, it should be under­
stood that leaders in the CBF 
have not always been the ene­
my. Many of them, Household­
er included, have invested sig­
nificant years of ministry in 
Southern Baptist organiza­
tions and agencies. They have 
touched the lives of numerous 
Southern Baptists. Many Ten­
nessee Baptists consider an 
item reporting his employ­
ment by any group as a news­
worthy report.

Jack L. Carver, pastor 
First Church, Madison

Madison 37115

Seeks pastor
The First Baptist Church of 

Balboa, Republic of Panama, is 
seeking both an interim and 
full-time pastor. We are affili­
ated with the Southern Baptist 
Convention and work closely 
with the Panama Mission of

Ivy Memorial takes trial challenge
The Baptist and Reflector staff welcomes Ivy Memorial 

Church, Nashville, to its church page family. Ivy Memorial is 
taking advantage of an opportunity provided by the paper to 
print its newsletter on the back page of the Baptist and Reflec­
tor for a three-month trial period. Rick Holland is pastor.

Third class postage increased, along with first and second 
class rates, in January. Now could be the perfect time to inves­
tigate using the Baptist and Reflector for your newsletter.

If your church would like information on the church page 
trial plan, call (615) 371-2003. □

Daily 
Partnership 
Prayer 
Requests
January 

the Foreign Mission Board. Lo­
cally the church is affiliated 
with the Panama Baptist Con­
vention.
. Th6 approach of the year 
2000 and the full implementa­
tion of the Panama Canal 
Treaty provides First Baptist 
with exciting, although ever­
changing, opportunities for 
service. A person with a spe­
cial interest in missions would 
find our work here particularly 
challenging and rewarding.

I will gladly provide addi­
tional information or answer 
any questions. Please contact 
me at PSC 3 Box 1837, APO 
AA 34003 or call at (507) 26- 
0194. We are confident that 
God is preparing a minister to 
lead us in our efforts here at 
the Crossroads of the World. 
Please pray with us as we seek 
his direction and will.

Leonard C. Blevins 
Chairman, 

Search Committee

— Included on the search 
committee is Mark A. Young, 
son-in-law of Roy and Pat 
Fowler of Athens. Fowler is di­
rector of missions, McMinn- 
Meigs Association.

11 — A church in Huron Association in Michigan is seeking a 
pastor after its former pastor recently died.

12 — Southeastern Association in Michigan is hoping to begin 
a mission in Luna Pier this year.

13 — Polish Baptists are seeking a pastor for a new church in 
Warsaw.

14 — Pray for Andrzei, a friend of the Edworthys (missionaries 
in Poland) who is searching.

15 — PRAISE — The Baptist Theological Seminary opened in 
Radosc, near Warsaw, in September 1994 with 17 
students.

16 — Jack and Bonna Conner are Baptist leaders who re­
cently moved to Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, in 
Canada. They ask for prayer as they establish a 
Bible study and witness in Erindale, the subdivision 
where they live.

17 — Black Lake is an isolated community in northern 
Saskatchewan. Jerry and Brenda Wortman, catalyt­
ic missionaries, have met a nurse who works in 
Black Lake and is a Christian. She is interested in 
having a Bible study there. Pray that Jerry and 
Brenda will be able to use this contact to lay the 
foundation for a new witness in Black Lake.
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editorial an comment

If you have a good excuse,
A panel was discussing freedom of 

speech when one panelist remarked that 
she was tired of whineyism.

Whineyism? Her term may have been 
coined on the spot, but it was sheer in­
spiration. The other panelists under­
stood the meaning.

Complaining, negativism, “bellyach­
ing,” pervasive pessimism, can each 
hamper or ruin the best laid plans.

What is whineyism?
The panelist used the word to illus­

trate what she felt about feeble efforts to 
distort the true meaning of freedom of 
speech.

Whineyism is struggling to find excus­
es to prove a point which is hope­
lessly lost.

Whineyism is refusing to ac­
cept today’s reality and tomor­
row’s open pages while remaining 
stuck in the mire of yesterday’s 
losses.

Whineyism is insisting on indi­
vidual rights with total disregard
to the welfare and rights of the body.

Whineyism is drumming up support 
for narrow-minded opinions when some­
one else has an obviously better plan.

Whineyism is that wellworn phrase, 
“We’ve never done it this way before.”

Whineyism is stubbornly sticking to 
the the rut when change is paving a new 
super highway.

A mother spoke pure truth when she 
told her toddler who had been complain­
ing for half an hour in the grocery store, 
“Be quiet. Nobody likes a whiner.”

w just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Joe: “How do you like your 

preacher?”
Sam: “Less each Sunday.”
Joe: ‘"What’s the matter?”
Sam: “He has nothing to 

say that really matters.”
Joe: “Ours too.”
Sam: “Yeah, but ours is tak­

ing longer each Sunday to 
prove it.”
Take this truth

Any public speaker needs 
to “stay fresh” through con­
stant study and much reading. 
Anyone who can read and 
won’t is no better off than one 
who can’t read.
Memorize this Scripture

“Study to show thyself ap­
proved unto God” (II Timothy 
2:15).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me greet each 
morning anxious for all won­
ders awaiting me. May I be a 
good student and efficient 
communicator. Impress me to 
live in fellowship with Thee 
through Christ, thy Son. □

Almost half a century ago Harry 
Emerson Fosdick wrote an article for 
Reader's Digest titled “If You Have a 
Good Excuse, Don’t Use It!”

He had never heard the 1990’s term 
“whineyism,” but he would have ap­
proved. He surmised that, “A major cause 
of human tragedy lies in the fact what 
when we have a good excuse for giving up 
the fight we commonly take it for granted 
that the excuse is meant to be used.”

At another time he said that Chris­
tians need not be overpowered by fear 
since faith provides the answers.

He said that almost all outstanding 
lives were presented grand excuses for 

quitting.
He noted John Milton’s blind­

ness, Robert Louis Stevenson’s tu­
berculosis, Ludwig van Bee­
thoven’s deafness, Helen Keller’s 
blindness and deafness, and so 
on. These are but a few who re­
fused to use the good excuse.

In the early days of a new year,
Tennessee Baptists have a golden oppor­
tunity to write words of character on the 
new and blank pages. What will our sto­
ry tell about God at work? The heroics of 
honest efforts to serve God and his peo­
ple are worthy of recording.

Whineyism has no part to play in the 
drama of Tennessee Baptists in 1995. 
Negativism’s fear of change should be ig­
nored, replaced by the optimism of a peo­
ple united and on fire for a Christ of love 
and power.

If we have good excuses, let’s not use

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

Independence in marriage
Last week we in­

troduced the polari­
ties of indepen­
dence and intimacy 
in marriage with 
the reminder from Genesis 
that God said couples should 
“leave” (independence) their 
parents and “cleave” (intima­
cy) to their mates. Now we 
consider independence .

We discussed intimacy first 
since most of us would agree it 
is a vital part of a good mar­
riage relationship. Indepen­
dence and individuality are 
necessary in any deeply inti­
mate relationship.

A partner needs to be se­
cure enough in personal indi­
viduality before risking the 
openness needed for intimacy. 
In marriage in order to devel­
op independence the partners 
must be willing to endure and 
encourage each other.

I know that enduring each 
other has a rather negative 
connotation. In an effort to de­
velop another’s individuality, 
we may have to put up with 
parts of that personality which 
we do not particularly enjoy.

Each needs his/her own 
space at times. Paul Tillich 
once said, “Language has cre­
ated the word loneliness to ex­

* families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

press the pain of being alone, 
and the word solitude to ex­
press the glory of being alone. 
We need to endure those times 
when our mates need solitude.

There are times when “en­
during” is a good term to de­
scribe the effort to “put up 
with” the differences in per­
sonality, attitude, and actions 
in our mates.

There is a final area 
of enduring that helps 
us develop indepen­
dence in our mates. We 
must be willing to en­
dure mistakes.

Through the movie 
Love Story, Hollywood 
tried to convince us 
that real love is “never having 
to say I’m sorry.” I cannot 
imagine living with anyone un­
willing to say, “I’m sorry.” Nor 
can I can imagine living with 
someone unwilling to accept 
my apology — and me.

The more positive side of de- 
veloping this independence 
and individuality in our mate 
comes in encouraging. I heard 
a black preacher once talk of

BARKLEY

don't use it
them. Good excuses for falling apart and 
giving up should be discarded. We must 
tackle life as though no alibis exist.

Army recruits used to be taught early 
on that life comes easier when each 
question is answered with one of three 
responses, yes, no, or “I don’t know.”

The third answer sometimes requires 
more courage than either of the others 
because no one likes to admit defeat or 
lack of knowledge. But that blank page 
can turn in to a brilliant “how to” plan 
when empowered by Jesus Christ.

In 1995 Tennessee Baptists will face 
many changes. People change. Our 
churches change. Communities change. 
Families change.

If we are open to change, good excuses 
will not be needed. If the TBC is creative 
in responses to needs of the churches 
and ways to deliver what it needed, 
change will be effective. Relationships 
will be strengthened.

Change may mean a willingness to do 
ministry God’s way rather than asking 
him to bless the work we have planned.

Change may demand new kinds of re­
lationships between churches and con­
vention ministries, congregations and 
leaders, associations and churches. But 
none of these should be feared or reject­
ed because of good excuses.

Yes, fear destroys us; faith empowers 
us. When God plans, it is perfect — and 
it is empowered and blessed. And, his 
way is the only certain way to success. 
We need new containers for his fresh 
wine. □

the need to be 
“propped up on 
the leaning side” 
occasionally.

Since the first
wedding I performed 25 years 
ago, I have used a phrase that 
encourages couples to do just 
that. “Will you commit yourself 
to his/her happiness, self ful­
fillment as a person, and use­
fulness in God’s kingdom?” I 
ask each one.

The Moffatt translation of 
Job 4:4 has Job’s friend saying 

to Job, “Your words 
keep men on their feet.” 
We all have trouble 
keeping our footing in 
self-confidence and self­
worth when it seems 
that everyone is against 
us.

It is important to be 
sure our encourage­

ment helps our mates main­
tain independence and individ­
uality.

In order to have the happy, 
healthy, and holy marriage 
that God intended for us, we 
must develop the indepen­
dence and individuality of our 
mates by at times enduring 
them and at other times en­
couraging them. □

w one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Listening to adults
Good humor has a place in 

the formation and mainte­
nance of good family relation­
ships.

I can remember times when 
my father, in an effort to 
sternly discipline a child, 
would have to smile.

He would do that because 
he related well to all of us. My 
mother was a laugher — and 
was constantly on guard lest 
she be too much a child again.

When this happened with 

ALLEN

be joyful in li 
hard times.

usually oc­
curred be­
cause of the 
absurdity of 
the situation.

Both par­
ents instilled 
in us reasons 
and desires to 

j despite some

You know, life is easier that 
way.

During Christmas week, as 
we celebrated one morning 
around the breakfast table, 
Jessie, our granddaughter who 
soon wall be nine, made a con­
fession about the family.

It was one of those priceless 
moments that cannot be shak­
en from memory.

“I’m so glad,” she said, “that 
I’m in a family that laughs. 
You know, it’s just a lot of fun 
when we laugh.”

We shouldn’t have been 
surprised at her comment. 
Everyone agreed.

She hadn’t finished. “I like 
to listen to adults talking.” she 
said with a grin. “But I only 
understand about half of what 
they’re saying.”

We adults all were thinking 
the same thing.

And we all began to laugh. 
“Jessie,” I said, “that’s all 
right, because only half of 
what we say is worth hearing.”

She may have said, “I 
know,” but the laughter was 
too loud for us to hear.

After all, there probably is 
too much useless banter, and 
too little is said that is worth­
while.

Laughter and good conver­
sation are two ingredients that 
have a remarkably profound 
impact on children.

Laughing with the family is 
a good way to grow closer to­
gether — quite the opposite of 
laughing at someone.

While we teach the tenets 
of Christian living, let us not 
omit teaching joy.
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Recommendations sought 
for TBC Brotherhood head

Recommendations are being 
accepted for the directorship of 
the TBC Brotherhood Depart­
ment. The position becomes 
open June 30 upon the retire­
ment of current director 
Cameron Byler.

Mike Thrower of Brunswick 
chairs the search committee.

Resumes for this position

BAPTISTRIES^
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 .

The Best Decision ...
Classified

PEWS FOR SALE: 20 church 
pews; 12’ long; solid oak, padded; 
call Elizabeth Chapel Baptist 
Church, Smithville, Tenn.. (615) 
597-6531.

should be sent to: Search Com­
mittee, Brotherhood Director, 
% Executive Office, TBC, P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024.

The cutoff date for recom­
mendations and resumes is 
Jan. 31. □

Our Rich Heritage
Dictionary 

of Baptists 
in America 
is a valu­
able contri­
bution to 
IWs out­
standing 
line of ref­

Steeples & 
Baptistries

I From the world's 
’ largest manufacturer of 
! fiberglass church products

Call or write for 
our free catalog

erence 
works. 
Though 
intended to 
be concise, 
the work 
covers the
wide scope of Baptist 
history and heritage, including several 
contemporary issues, movements and 
controversies, DAVIDS. DOCKERY, 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary

/uM,' IMS,’MV t,t~ ~ HOW 
hn.tr in Smvmher

00 INTERVARSITY PRESS■■ FIBERGLASS
SPECIALTIES 

INCORPORATED

2 
j March 3-4,1995

Two Rivers Baptist Church 
in Nashville, TN

1
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Luncheon 
Speaker:
T)orie Van 

Slone

3
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Featured Speaker:

THERE IS AN ANSWER

SEMINAR TOPICS |

a time 
as this...

Parenting • Emotions • Prayer 
Marriage • Moral Concerns 

Ministry Evangelism 
Spiritual Growth

$ 
I

Sqt registration 
information 
please call 

(615)868-1295 
or 

(615)370-1176

1

SinceJL5Sfi\ 
Renovation 

Pews 
1-800-537- 

4723
Waco, Texas

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282

- SOLID OAK PEWS - 
PEW UPHOLSTERY / REFINISHING 

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE

1-(800)-523-9058 ^7
NC 1-(800)-222-7895

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST’ 
Ago S’25,000
50 18.13 30.04
60 27.93 49.62
70 63.75 121.26

Please call Roy Napier (Knoxville, TN)
Toll Free 1 -800-274-0776 • 9-9 Mon.-Sat.

Jackson National Lite. Lansing, Ml. Rated A 
(Excellent) by A.M. Best. Yearly Renewable 
Term to age 100 - Preferred, form #80903 
Above premiums are first year only Premiums 
increase annually to age 100. Preferred. Fe­
male rates illustrated above. Please call lor oth­
er ages and Male rates.

ERECTION AVAILABLE

1-800-523-9058

COLONIAL CONTEMPORARY 
ANO MODERN DESIGNS

WRITE OR CALL FOR 
LITERATURE OR PROPOSALS

ASO STEEPLES & BAPTISTRIES 
4871 HARVEY RD • BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NC 27282

CHURCH STEEPLES
• BAPTISTRIES

WALLCROSSES
BAPTISTRY WATER

HEATERS

TOLL FREE 
1-800-241-3152

Our Alternative Home house­
parents assure every girl they 
counsel that choosing life over 
abortion is the best decision they 
could ever make.

Larry and Mary Haynes, 
houseparents for our Clarksville 
home, know first-hand that 
Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes is truly making an impact 
on the lives of those facing a crisis 
pregnancy. "We've seen some girls 
make a complete turn-around as 
they realize their need for God in 
coping with their situations and life
in general. We tell the girls that, yes, they've sinned—we all have —
but God is loving and forgiving."

TBCH has provided physical, emotional, and spiritual care for 
unwed mothers since 1960 and is licensed and accredited by the 
Tennessee Department of Human Services. We are a fully licensed 
adoption agency providing confidential placement of babies with 
Baptist families.

January 15 is Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. As Christians, we 
have a responsibility not to judge, but to love others and offer guidance 
through Christ. Call us if we can help someone you know— it could be 
the best decision you'll ever make.

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
Chattanooga • Clarksville • Franklin • Greeneville • Johnson City 

Kingsport • Memphis • Millington • Oakdale

TBCH Central Office 
5001 Maryland Way 

Brentwood, TN 37027 
(615) 371-2000 
1-800-624-8591

Dr. Gerald L. Stow
President / Treasurer
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k Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for Jan. 15
Focal Passage: 
Genesis 1:28a; 

Deuteronomy 18:10a; 
Psalm 139:13-15; 

Matthew, 18:10, 14; 
19:14-15

Protecting the 
helpless
By Elizabeth Howard

Childbirth is the greatest miracle most people 
are given the privilege of participating in. Even 
when a child is unplanned, most parents find a 
place for it in their hearts; it is loved no less 
because it was an “accident.”

Some parents participate in a different kind of 
miracle, the miracle of adoption. By this legal 
process, their home is blessed with a child (or an 
additional child) to love and care for. But far too 
often, an unplanned pregnancy ends in abortion 
or child abuse or neglect.

The Giver of Life — Genesis 1:28a;
Psalm 139:13-15

God blessed Adam and Eve after the creation. 
The blessing includes the privilege of participat­
ing in childbirth, but along with the privilege 
comes the responsibility of caring for our children. 
When we produce more children than the earth 
can feed, we have not been responsible stewards. 
At the same time, we should not consider abortion 
just another means of birth control.

David marveled at the miracle of a new life 
growing in a mother’s womb. He paints a picture 
of God, the master craftsman, weaving the tiny 
embryo inside the “secret place.” What parent has 
not also marveled to find a tiny infant has the 
right number of parts in their proper places, all 
functioning correctly!

Protectors of life — Matthew 18:10,14
Jesus stresses the importance of childlike inno­

cence, trust, and faith for one to enter the king­
dom of heaven. He has harsh words for anyone 
who looks down on a little one or causes the little 
one to sin. The term “little one” includes not only 
children and new Christians, but all who are 
childlike - the handicapped, the abused, the 
elderly, the mentally ill, the impoverished. God so 
loves these innocents that he has granted them 
angels as their representatives in heaven. Every 
Christian should share God’s concern for those 
who need protection from a selfish, violent world.

Guardians of life — Deuteronomy 18:10a, 
Matthew 19:14-15

One of the practices among the Canaanites was 
child sacrifice, a horrible death by burning. This 
practice was heinous to God. Just as heinous must 
be the practice of abortion for the selfish wishes of 
a parent (or parents). And how heartbroken he 
must be when violent acts are perpetrated against 
a child, or a child is allowed to suffer from neglect.

Jesus invited the children to come to him. He 
placed his hands on them, extending a' blessing to 
them. Christians should follow his example. We 
should remember that all life is precious to God, 
the creator of life. Our churches should minister 
to those who have had abortions, to those who are 
contemplating it, and to those who have chosen 
not to.

We should also minister to individuals and 
families who are “helpless” in other ways. Ours is 
a tremendous responsibility, for we live among 
multitudes who are on their way toward being lost 
to the meaningful life God intended for them. 
What can you do to help a “little one?” □ — 
Elizabeth Howard is a member of Cumberland 
Homesteads Church. Crossville.

A foreigner's faith
By Brian Courtney

Since the beginning of time, social and racial differ­
ences have caused major upheavals in the human family. 
For example, the 60s and 70s were turbulent years for 
our nation due to the civil rights movement and the 
Vietnam War. Marches, riots, and rallies took place in 
our major cities, both north and south. Currently, the 
human family faces other social and racial “hotspots,” 
such as Bosnia where the practice of “ethnic cleansing” 
has killed thousands. And next year? Social and racial 
differences will go on!

The question is: What is the Christian’s response to 
social and racial differences? This question needs to be 
answered from two perspectives. First, what is the 
response of a Christian toward others who differ in race 
and social class? And, second, what is the response of a 
Christian who is the object 
of social and racial preju-, 
dice? Jesus’ encounter with 
the Canaanite woman may 
shed some light on our 
response.
Response to those who 
differ in race and social 

class
In the district of Tyre and Sidon, Jesus is met by a 

Canaanite woman. This description of her conveys two 
things. First, she is outside the Jewish race. And, second, 
she is a woman, outside of the male class which in the 
first century saw women as second class. However, she 
addresses Jesus as, “O Lord, Son of David” (v. 22). This 
is a messianic title. Considering that Jesus’ own people 
have not yet so perceived him, this title from the mouth 
of a “double outsider” is most unusual. Maybe that’s the 
point. People who are outside our race or social class 
express faith, too.

Even so, there is a painful harshness in this event 
that will not go away. The woman pleads, “Have mercy 
on me ... my daughter is severely possessed by a demon ” 
Notice the response. Jesus is at first silent. Then the dis­
ciples want her sent away. When Jesus does speak, he 
tells her that he was “sent only to the lost sheep of the
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Focal Passage 
Matthew 15:21-31

Protecting the helpless
By Ray Fullilove

It is a fact that in war, human life 
is cheap. Wars around the world in 
the past, as well as in the present, 
expose this grim fact. There is, how­
ever, a spiritual war about us. It’s 
grim fact is underlined in the contin­
ued violence, the constant acts of 
vengeance, and the deplorable acts of 
viciousness. We have become a 
nation with little conscience! When 
there is little compassion, there will 
be much corruption.

Such corruption is noted in the 
shocking episodes of child abuse, the 
peddling of pornography, abortion on 
demand, promiscuity, and now, the 
possible approval of euthanasia.

In the middle of this corruption, 
God’s people need to continue to 
stand for decency in social reform, 
dedication to family values, and 
determination to live for God and 
morality. We have the justice of God 
in our hearts and resist the fanatical 
belief that we can wield the justice of 
God with our own hands. With the 
love of God in our response, a deter­
mined resolution to absolutes, and a 
dedicated reaffirmation in convic­
tion, we need to remain, “a peculiar 
people; that we should show forth 
the praises of him who has called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous 
light” (I Peter 2:9).

We, as God’s people, need to con­
tinue our stand and let our light 

shine for protecting the helpless. We 
will be encouraged in this high call­
ing of God when we consider some 
basic spiritual truths about life.

God is the source of life — 
Genesis 1:28a

The source of life is God. The 
Bible says (1) we are created in the 
image of God, (2) conditioned by the 
blessing of God, and (3) classified as 
the highest of God’s creation 
(Genesis 1:27-28). Life is given by 
God, granted by God, and gloriously 
blessed by God.

If God is the source of life, we 
should become the servants to God. 
We can only admit, “The spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath 
of the Almighty hath given me life” 
(Job 33:4). The sanctity of human life 
begins when we acknowledge God as 
the source of life.

God is the spirit of life — 
Psalms 139:13-15

If God is acknowledged as the 
source of life, then we realize that 
God is the spirit of life. Such a truth 
should lift our hearts, encourage our 
spirit, and generate a life dedicated 
to God. This should help us recognize

house of Israel.” The woman repeats her plea, but Jesus 
says it’s not fair to give the children’s bread to the dogs. 
Her response is, in effect, then treat me as a dog and let 
me have the crumbs. At this display of persistent faith 
Jesus commends her faith and heals her daughter.

While it does seem that Jesus struggled with a 
response toward the woman, he does respond by com­
mending her faith and healing the daughter. Many 
Christians struggle with inappropriate attitudes and 
response to people of other races and social classes. 
Maybe they were taught prejudice by their parents or 
peers. Maybe their prejudice stems from an inadequate 
reading of the Scriptures. But maybe the way to over­
come prejudice is to become “color blind” and see the 
inside of a person. And seeing the inside, do something to 
help them. After all, Jesus struggled, but he did some­
thing. The way of Jesus — do it?

Response of those who 
are objects of social 
and racial prejudice 
In spite of her messian­

ic confession, “O Lord, Son 
of David,” the woman 
faced several obstacles in 
her quest for help. But the 
woman continued in her 

quest for help for her demon possessed daughter. And 
she found it! She found it through her faith.

While facing social and racial prejudice is a painful 
experience, expressing faith can overcome those discour­
aging times. Many respond to prejudice with violence, 
anger, rage, and vandalism. Those who respond in this 
way find no help from this text. This text implies that 
expressing faith in Jesus will bring much needed help 
and healing. Perhaps that is the point: racial and social 
decay have come because Christians have used the 
wrong methods. Maybe both the oppressor and the 
oppressed need to open themselves afresh to expressions 
of faith. Our text shows that there is one particular reali­
ty that gets Jesus’ attention and his help: faith in him. 
Faith can overcome the discouragement of racial and 
social prejudice. □ — Brian Courtney is pastor of First 
Church. Sneedville.

Bible Book Series for Jan. 15
Focal Passage: Genesis 1:28a;

Deuteronomy 18:10a; Psalms 139:- 
13-15; Matthew 18:10,14; 19:14-15

that we have potential (v. 13), possi­
bilities (v. 14), and purpose tv. 15).

God created us in his image. That 
creation is begun at conception, 
developed in magnificance, and given 
in grace. If this is the case, then God 
demands that there be no interrup­
tion of the created image of God. 
Abortion is against the command of 
God. What God has provided, God 
expects us to protect.

God is the sustainer of life — 
Exodus 1:17; Deuteronomy 18:10a;

Matthew’ 19:14-15
When God has created us in his 

image, he expects us to protect the 
helpless. The Pharaohs and the 
Herods of the past and the present 
continue to persecute the innocent. 
We become the protector of the 
helpess when (1) we fear God more 
than the manipulation of man 
(Exodus 1:17); (2) when we follow 
God more than the methods of man 
(Deuteronomy 18:10a); and (3) w’hen 
we honor the trust of a child 
(Matthew’ 19:14-15). With God, we 
must uphold the sanctity of life. □ — 
Ray Fullilove is pastor of Poplar 
Avenue Church, Memphis.
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TenneScene at the people their work

■ Adams Chapel Church, 
Dresden, had a December re­
vival which resulted in seven 
people making professions of 
faith and one person commit­
ting his or her life to ministry. 
It was led by Brady Weldon.

a The Hispanic Mission 
of First Church, Nashville, 
is sponsoring its own mission 
in Bowling Green, Ky. Daniel 
Rodriguez and his wife, Mer­
cedes, are in charge of this 
work. The first service was 
Nov. 25.

b Third Church, Mur­
freesboro, held a fall revival 
led by Harold Hunter, evange­
list of Nashville, in which 22 
made initial spiritual deci­
sions, 30 rededicated their 
lives to God; and 25 made oth­
er commitments.

■ Hillcrest Church, Leb­
anon, will hold a Harvest Day 
Revival Jan. 15 at 11 a.m. and 
7 p.m. Harold Hunter, a Nash­
ville-based evangelist who was 
a pastor in Tennessee and of 
North Jacksonville Church, 
Jacksonville, Fla., will lead the 
services. Hunter also is an au­
thor and producer of a musical 
album. The Mike Speck Trio 
from Oklahoma and North 
Carolina will perform at 6:30 
p.m. on Jan. 14.

a A DivorceCare recovery 
seminar and support group 
will meet at Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville on 
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. 
beginning Jan. 11. A $10 fee is 
for materials and free child­
care is available for birth 
through grade 6. DivorceCare 
features national experts on 
divorce and recovery topics.

a Daniel Holmes, pastor,

Slate Springs Church, Cross­
ville, was ordained into the 
Gospel ministry by Oaklawn 
Church, Crossville, on Jan. 8.

■ Russell Essary, pastor, 
New Salem Church, Dukedom, 
was ordained to the Gospel 
ministry at Beech Springs 
Church, Gleason, Dec. 18.

■ Harmony Church, Jones­
borough, has called Steve 
Pate, interim pastor, as pas­
tor. '

■ David Hale has re­
signed as pastor of Lovelace 
Church, Fall Branch.

■ Clyde Griffin has re­
signed as pastor of Solomon’s 
Temple, Kingsport.

■ Calvin Edwards has re­
signed as pastor of Westerly 
Heights Church, Johnson City, 
and is available for supply. He 
can be reached at (615) 926- 
4648.

a Dotson Memorial Church, 
Maryville, has called John 
Coates, pastor, Calvary 
Church, Kingsport, for 10 
years, as pastor, effective Jan. 
15.

■ Gene Cornett is serving 
as interim pastor of Roan Hill 
Church, Johnson City.

■ Bill Ponder has been 
called as pastor of Clear 
Branch Church, Erwin.

■ Timothy Watterson 
was installed as pastor of 
Phillippi Church, Cleveland, 
Dec. 4.

b Thompson Creek Church, 
Como, honored Don Malone, 
pastor, for 25 years of ser­
vice Dec. 11. Members and 
former members told of his 
influence on their lives. They 
also gave Malone and his 
wife, Maria, a plaque and a 
money tree.

fl Bethel Church, Hender­
son, has called Bryan Powers 
as minister of youth and mu­
sic. He is a teacher at Chester 
County High School.

■ Oaklawn Church, Cross­
ville, called Jonathan Blay­
lock of Crossville as minister of 
music and youth on Nov. 20.

■ Royce Missionary Church, 
Oak Ridge, has called Jim 
Millsaps, retired chaplain for 
the U.S. Air Force after 24 
years, as pastor, effective Nov. 
20. Prior to his military service 
Millsaps served as pastor of 
Centenary Church, Maryville. 
Since he retired in 1989 he has 
served as pastor of Pleasant 
Grove Church, Maryville; and 
as interim pastor of First 
Church, Alcoa. An author, 
Millsaps is a graduate of 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas.

■ First Church, Dunlap, 
has called Thomas P. Ghol­
son as pastor. The recent 
graduate of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, Ky., has served as youth 
minister, Alta Loma Church, 
Madison; and pastor of Zion 
Church, North Vernon, Ind.

■ Ron Leonard, recre­
ation and youth director, High­
land Heights Church, Mem­
phis, for two years, has re­
signed to serve in that role at 
Hernando Church, Hernando, 
Miss.

■ Mark Malone of Lugoff, 
S.C., has been called as music 
and youth minister at First 
Church, Hunter. Mike Wilson 
has been interim youth direc­
tor.

■ Rock Springs Church, 
Butler, called R.L. Poole as 
pastor Dec. 4.

■ the missionaries

■ Missionaries Gene and 
Melanie Vincent of Argenti­
na are on furlough and can be 
reached at P.O. Box 96, 
Millington, 38083.

PASTOR OF FIRST INDIAN CHURCH, Ripley, Michael Powers, 
center, his wife, Linda, and sons, Shane and Shawn, pose following 
a presentation to Girls in Action and Royal Ambassadors attending 
mission day camps held by Judson Association.

■ .deaths

■ John Buell Sr., 77, a re­
tired pastor of Stone Moun­
tain, Ga., died Dec. 13 at an 
Atlanta hospital. He was pas­
tor of several churches in the 
southeast United States, in­
cluding McCalla Avenue 
Church in Knoxville from 
1969-82. Buell was a leader of 
Knox County Association and a 
trustee of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour. 
His survivors include Bill Ha­
zlewood, director of missions, 
Cumberland Gap Association. 
Memorial gifts may be sent to 
the academy.

■ J. Oscar Lumpkin, 78, 
a retired Southern Baptist 
missionary of Maitland, Fla., 
died Dec. 1. The native of 
Whiteville was pastor of Shel­
byville Mills Church, Shel­
byville; Harpeth Heights 
-Church, Nashville; Hopewell 
Church, Springfield, and pas- 
tor/director, Madison Street 
Mission of Belmont Heights 
Church, Nashville, before mis­
sions service in Virginia, 
Texas, and Florida. The funer­
al was held at Scotts Hill

Church, Scotts Hill. Memorials 
should be sent to the church or 
Hospice of the Comforter, Or­
lando, Fla.

■ the schools

■ Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Jefferson City, will hold 
Barnabas House Spring Semi­
nars sponsored by the Barn­
abas House Counseling Center 
beginning Jan. 21. They in­
clude “Aging and Death” on 
Jan. 21; “Believing Yourself 
Into Being: The Power of Be­
lief,” on March 18; and “Fid­
dler and the Key to Life” on 
April 22. All seminars are 
from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Space is limited and pre-regis- 
tration is required. For more 
information call (615) 471- 
3311.

■ Union University, Jack- 
son, recently dedicated its 
prayer chapel in honor of 
First Church, Selmer, for its 
contributions toward the 
chapel. The chapel is a part 
of the new Student Union 
Building.

Tennessee Sampler w vie\/\rs^ insights
What does 1995 hold for you?

By Gene Wood, pastor
Stock Creek Church, Knoxville

Have you made any plans for 1995? 
Have you taken any steps to make sure 
you see where God is leading you in 
1995?

I will be taking time to look at my 
life and seek God in what he wants to 
do in 1995. He will not tell me every­
thing, but he will set me on the path; 
give me a direction to start.

I will be asking him about my walk 
with God, my family, finances, personal 
life, ministry, and vocation. I will be 
asking him three questions about each 
area — What do you want to do in each 

area?,What do I need to do? What 
promise do you give me for each area?

As I discover God’s leading and do 
what I need to do (in the power of the 
Holy Spirit), I will experience God in 
1995. I will glorify him and touch peo­
ple. After all, isn’t that why we were 
made and put here?

Why don’t you consider doing some­
thing similar? God will not show us 
every detail of 1995. There will be sur­
prises, some good and some,bad. But, 
we at least will be on the paths of God’s 
own choosing.

If Stock Creek Church will join to­
gether to see what God is doing and will 
be obedient to it, 1995 will be our great­
est year ever in glorifying God and 
touching people. □

Churches being guided by a 
different mission?

By John Coates, pastor
Calvary Church, Kingsport

Lamar Wadsworth tells of two estab­
lishments in Baltimore that do basically 
the same thing. Both prepare and serve 
food, and both provide a place for people 
to sit down and eat. Both are governed 
by the same health department regula­
tions.

One of these establishments is the 
soup kitchen at a rescue mission. The 
other is an elegant, expensive restau­
rant a few blocks away in “Little Italy.” 
While both do essentially the same 
thing, they are guided by an entirely 

different mission. The mission of the 
soup kitchen is to feed hungry’, home­
less people. The mission of the expen­
sive restaurant is to provide an enjoy­
able dining experience in a delightful 
atmosphere.

The church must be reminded con­
stantly what its mission is. The 
church’s mission is not to provide an en­
joyable religious experience for people 
who already know Christ and have 
their lives together. It is our mission to 
respond to the needs of spiritually desti­
tute people whose lives are in chaos.

God help us not to become a “quaint 
little restaurant” church, but to become 
a “soup kitchen” church. □ — Effective 
Jan. 15, Coates will become pastor of 
Dotson Memorial Church, Maryville.
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