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Approach media positively: critic
Baptist Press

LOS ANGELES — “Work­
ing together with people of 
good faith and good conscience, 
we can once again have a pop­
ular culture as decent as the 
people in this great country,” a 
nationally known film critic 
told members of the Religious 
Public Relations Council re­
cently.

Michael Medved, chief film 
critic for the New York Post, 
co-host of a PBS move review 
show, “Sneak Previews,” and 
author of books and articles on 
media and society urged mem­
bers of the national interfaith 
organization to greater efforts 
at affirming positive develop­
ments in mass media.

“I do believe religious faith 
is one of the most pressing in­
terests of the American peo­
ple,” Medved, a devout Jew, 
said. “America wants to come 
home. America wants to come

FMB pulls out of Albanian mission group

Senate dumps two plans to offer lottery vote

Associated Baptist Press

TIRANA, Albania — After three years of 
close cooperation among Baptist mission groups 
in Albania, the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board has withdrawn from a joint mission 
committee and will operate independently in 
the former communist country.

Dan Panter, FMB associate area director for 
East Europe, announced the change during the 
March 23-26 meeting of the Albania Committee, 
a joint planning group sponsored by the Euro­
pean Baptist Federation. Panter told the com­
mittee the decision was part of an administra­
tive restructuring of the FMB’s work.

But Roger Briggs, the Foreign Mission 
Board’s associate area director for Europe, told 
Associated Baptist Press the FMB wants to be 
“more aggressive in evangelism” than he felt 
other EBF team members want to be. For in­

For Baptist and Reflector

Tennessee’s Senate last 
week dumped two proposed 
bills that would allow Ten­
nesseans to vote on a state lot­
tery.

Though some observers say 
that a successful lottery vote 
this term is now unlikely, the 
General Assembly will be in 
session for about four more 
weeks. In other words, gam­
bling bills are still possible 
during this term.

A bill has to gain 17 votes to 

back to decency.”
He offered a three-step for­

mula: less complaining/more 
creating, less confrontation/ 
more communication, and less 
attitude/more gratitude.

Medved charged that too 
many creative, religious people 
abandoned writing and pro­
ducing for television and films 
instead of using their talents 
and influence for good.

“A few individuals can make 
a great difference,” he empha­
sized. For example, he said the 
most popular TV series for 
1994, “Home Improvement,” 
and the most popular film, 
“The Lion King,” share in com­
mon the fact that both were 
originated by evangelical 
Christian producers.

Rather than boycotting 
films that might not otherwise 
have drawn an audience, 
Medved said religious people 
need to counter the fact that 
many people in the media 

pass the 33-member Senate.
One bill to allow a constitu­

tional convention to deal with 
a state lottery was defeated 
16-15. Another bill calling for a 
constitutional convention to 
deal with a lottery and a state 
income tax lost by 19-11.

As usual, lottery advocates 
argued that legislators should 
give citizens the opportunity to 
vote on the issue.

Some gambling opponents 
suggest that would mean citi­
zens should be allowed to vote 
on a state income tax as well 

don’t know anyone in the re- 
ligous community. Communi­
cation is the key.

“The important thing is to 
let people see it’s possible to be 
modern, creative, and re- 
ligous,” Medved said. “If you 
can talk to people, it changes 
stereotypes.”

Finally, he suggested, an at­
titude of gratitude for miracles 
taking place in the world is 
needed to counter the “pes­
simistic messages of media cul­
ture.

“We become obsessed with 
bad news. Today’s crybaby, 
whining culture is one which 
we as religious people above 
all must resist,” Medved em­
phasized.

“Nothing corrodes the soul 
more than failing to say 
things,” he said. “We owe a 
debt of things to our parents, 
the country, and above all to 
the Almighty. Too many don’t 
know how to say thank you.” □ 

stance, FMB missionaries want to be involved 
in “direct witnessing” and hold invitations fol­
lowing worship services. The EBF is not eager 
to do that, he said.

However, Briggs downplayed any “rift in re­
lationship” with the EBF team. “We’re still 
friends,” he said. He added the four Baptist 
churches in Albania would not be forced to 
choose between competing groups for ministry- 
assistance. “We’re all together on that,” he 
said.

The Albania Committee is composed of repre­
sentatives of the Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship, Baptist Missionary Society of England. 
Canadian Baptist Ministries, Italian Baptist 
Union, and Swedish Baptist Missionary Society. 
All five groups have mission personnel working 
in the once-atheistic country.

The committee expressed gratitude for the 
help of the Virginia-based FMB. □

and other major issues.
Tennessee’s constitution, 

written in 1834, prohibits lot­
teries. The state attorney gen­
eral has ruled that most gam­
bling violates that.

Also last week the House 
State and Local Government 
committee approved legaliza­
tion of video poker and black­
jack. There is divided opinion 
whether this violates the con­
stitutional lottery (gambling) 
ban. Contact your legislator to 
express your opinion on this is­
sue. □

New dawn, 
Baptists ask 
for renewal

The drought is severe, 
penetrating, long in time.

The land is thirsty. Its 
people, all across the 
earth, are hungry for 
God’s Word; thirsty for 
new’ wine, ready for better­
fitting garments to clothe 
the soul, longing to aw’ak- 
en in a new light.

People are asking about 
spiritual renewal. Henry 
Blackaby, Home Mission 
Board, tells of renewal and 
awakening in many 
places. Others bear wit­
ness that God is working 
and calls his people to re­
vival, renewal.

Blackaby says the evi­
dence can be seen w’hen 
we look through spiritual 
eyes.

And Job answers Bil- 
dad’s accusatory state­
ments with exclamations 
of God’s power, glory’, cre­
ative genius, and then 
adds this:

'‘Behold, these are the 
fringes of his ways; and 
how faint a word we hear 
of him. But his mighty 
thunder, who can under­
stand?” (Job 26:14).

Listen to Isaiah 35: 1- 
2a: “The desert and the 
parched land will be glad; 
the wilderness will rejoice 
and blossom. Like the cro­
cus, it will burst into 
bloom; it will rejoice great­
ly and shout for joy.”

W’hat is God doing 
around us? What are the 
evidences of his Spirit in 
the aw'akening, renewing 
work?

Look. Listen. God is at 
work in Tennessee. Tell us 
about it. Report Good 
News!

The Baptist and Reflec­
tor invites readers to share 
renewal news. Tell us 
about evidences of spiritu­
al awakening around Ten­
nessee. □ — From the Edi­
tor
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SBC must go bock 300 years for roots: pastor
Associated Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Yes, 
Baptists need to return to 
their roots, but those roots go 
deeper than the 19th-century 
founders of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, a Kentucky 
pastor proclaimed.

To be true to their tradition, 
today’s Baptists must return to 
the faith and practice of their 
early forebears — English Sep­
aratists, Anabaptists, and 
Mennonites — who preceded 
the SBC by more than 200 
years, said Jim Holladay, pas­
tor of Clifton Church in Louis­
ville.

Holladay gave the keynote 
address, “A Call for Baptist 
Renewal,” at the Clarence Jor­
dan Award banquet, sponsored 
by Long Run Baptist Associa­
tion in Louisville.

The annual award honors 
the memory of Jordan, former 

Look to Jesus, not Calvin: Herschel Hobbs
seminary’s current president, Albert 
Mohler, often has cited the views of Boyce 
and other 19th-century Baptists as sup­
port for his own endorsement of five-point 
Calvinism.

Five-point Calvinism is a shorthand 
term used to describe a theological system 
developed primarily by the 16th-century 
theologian John Calvin. Five-point Calvin­
ist assert that God selected certain people 
for salvation — and therefore others for 
damnation — before the creation of the 
world.

In an interview with the Western 
Recorder last fall, Mohler defended his 
Calvinistic views, saying he believed the 
same views were held by the Apostle Paul.

In his recent statement, Hobbs asserted 
that anyone who believes the Apostle Paul

was a Calvinist is “putting the cart before 
the horse about 1,500 years.”

Calvinism’s teaching that certain peo­
ple have been predestined to salvation 
and others to damnation “is contrary to 
the very nature of God,” Hobbs said. 
“Those who follow Calvin say that only 
the elect believe in Jesus as Savior. As I 
understand it, the opposite is true. Believ­
ers are the elect.”

Hobbs said he agrees with a statement 
by Southern Baptist theologian Frank 
Stagg that election is not a “rigged televi­
sion show.”

God’s salvation through Jesus Christ is 
available to “anyone, anywhere, any 
time,” Hobbs said, citing Jesus’ words in 
John 3:16 that “whosoever believeth” may 
be saved. □

Larry Baker dreams of 
new generation of prophets

Associated Baptist Press

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. — Baptist 
Calvinists who cite the views of early 
Southern Baptists such as James Petigru 
Boyce ought to listen instead to the words 
of Jesus, according to Herschel Hobbs.

Hobbs, pastor emeritus of First Church, 
Oklahoma City, and chairman of the com­
mittee that drafted the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement, recently issued a writ­
ten rebuttal of five-point Calvinism.

“I am more interested in what Jesus 
said and Paul wrote than what Boyce ... 
wrote,” said Hobbs, considered one of 
Southern Baptists’ most influential mod­
ern theologians.

Boyce was the first president of South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. The

Survey results show need 
for more counseling
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — For every person baptized due to a first-time com­
mitment to Jesus Christ, another person is baptized after making a 
rededication, according to a survey of 1,350 Southern Baptists.

The survey indicates the need for more counseling of those seek­
ing baptism and supports the need for a diversity of evangelism ap­
proaches, said Darrell Robinson, HMB vice president for evange­
lism.

Conducted by the Home Mission Board’s research department 
in cooperation with the evangelism division, the study included 
people ages 18 years and older who were baptized between Oct. 1, 
1992, and Sept. 30,1993.

Participants were asked to cite one of several reasons for their 
recent baptism. Their responses were conversion, 40.5 percent; 
rededication, 40.4 percent; and transfer of membership from anoth­
er denomination, 13.7 percent.

If the survey results represent the 150,000 adults baptized in 
1993, then only 60,000 baptisms represented conversions of the 
lost to Christ, according to the study’s findings. An almost equal 
number were baptized for rededicating their lives to Christ.

Rededication as a motive for baptism raises serious questions, 
according to the study’s authors. “Are pastors assuming responsi­
bility for clarifying the response of people to the invitation call? Is 
the pressure to baptize so great that pastors are encouraging peo­
ple to be rebaptized rather than counseling them on assurance of 
salvation? Is the true meaning of baptism being taught in our 
churches?”

When asked for names and phone numbers of adults baptized in 
1993, the 840 churches in the survey indicated they had lost con­
tact with more than one-third of the people they baptized that 
year. □

superintendent of missions for 
the association, who later 
founded the interracial Koin- 
onia Farm near Americus, Ga., 
and led in the civil rights 
movement.

Holladay noted some South­
ern Baptists have called for 
the convention to return to its 
roots. However, he contended, 
those Baptists point specifical­
ly to individuals who helped 
start the convention in 1845 
and who were influenced by 
John Calvin, a 16-century 
Swiss theologian most closely 
affiliated with Presbyterian 
and Reformed denominations.

“Our roots are in the Radi­
cal Reformation in England 
and Europe,” Holladay said, 
stressing Baptists aren’t nat­
ural heirs of Calvin.

The first Baptist preachers, 
John Smyth and Thomas Hel­
wys, were English Separatists, 
who believed that even the re­

forms of the Puritans did not question ... was not, ‘How can 
go far enough, he reported. I get saved?’ but, ‘How should 
When Smyth and Helwys im- a Christian live?’ The key de-When Smyth and Helwys im- 
migrated to Holland to escape sire was to become a follower 
persecution in England, they of Jesus Christ through active
encountered their theological 1- - : “““ S' *“ =
kin, the Mennonites and An­
abaptists, who contended the 
reforms of Calvin and Martin 
Luther also “did npt go far 
enough in restoring authentic 
Christian faith and practice.”

These forces shaped key ele­
ments of the Baptist faith and 
tradition, Holladay insisted. 
They include:

■ “An emphasis on the im­
mediacy of our relationship 
with God — that each person 
can experience God directly 
through the presence of God’s 
Spirit,” he said. “From this, 
Baptists developed a doctrine 
of soul competency.”

■ “An emphasis on Chris­
tianity as a life of disciple­
ship,” he added. “The key

Baptist Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — In 
a world of brokenness and 
pain, the church is called to 
fulfill its ministry by sharing 
God’s word of hope with hurt­
ing humanity.

How can this be accom­
plished? By raising up a new 
generation of prophets, ac­
cording to N. Larry Baker, 
pastor of First Church, 
Pineville, La.

During the recent C.W. 
Scudder “School of the 
Prophets” Lectureship at 
Midwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Kansas City, 
Mo., Baker, a former academ­
ic dean of the institution and 
former executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Christ­
ian Life Commission, urged 
ministers of the 1990s to “re­
discover the Old Testament 
prophets.

“All of them served in days 
of darkness and tragedy,” 
Baker reminded an audience 

love of one’s neighbor. This 
life would call for continual 
internal renewal and suffer­
ing.”

■ “A distinct teaching on 
the corporate nature of Christ­
ian living,” he said. “They rec­
ognized the mutual neediness 
and interdependence of all per­
sons [and] union with Christ is 
found in community.”

Summing up the early ele­
ments that shaped Baptist life, 
Holladay stressed, “Baptist life 
springs from the desire to 
move beyond mere external re­
form to intemal/communal re­
form, which results in changed 
people [living] in changed com­
munities, working to liberate 
persons from the bondage of 
sin and its effects.” □ 

of Midwestern students, fac­
ulty, and staff. “The whole 
stretch of their ministry was 
one of almost unbroken 
calamity. ... Each of them 
confronted a social order that 
was full of corruption and a 
political, situation that would 
invite despair on the part of 
anyone. ... Yet the prophets 
came under the call of God. 
... They uttered God’s truth 
as it was given to them to 
know, and they did so in ut­
ter disregard of the popular 
mood. They brought their 
message to bear on political 
and social problems; they 
spoke ... urgently to definite 
moral emergencies in person­
al and social fife. They relat­
ed their understanding of the 
person and the will of God to 
concrete human situations.”

The social and personal 
sins which the prophets con­
demned are, in essence, the 
same as those that “degrade” 
people and “corrupt” society, 
he said. □
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RTVC trustees express concern with restructuring
aptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — Trustees of 
le Southern Baptist Radio and Televi- 
on Commission flirted April 11 with 
sking that-the commission be retained 
3 a separate agency rather than being 
terged with the Home Mission Board 
nd Brotherhood Commission as pro- 

I osed in the “Covenant for a New Cen- 
.iry”

But when the rhetoric had cooled, they 
ittled for a watered-down resolution to 

12 sent to the SBC Executive Committee 
long with a list of “serious concerns” 
hich they said need to be resolved be- 
•re the matter is voted on by the South- 
*n Baptist Convention in June.
Among the concerns, which they said 

ave not been answered to date, are 
le cost of the move and how much it 
ill save, why the need for relocation 
ad why Atlanta, the number and divi­
on of trustees from each of the cur- 
mt three boards who will serve on the

new board and is there a proper under­
standing of the differences and unique­
ness of the ministry of the RTVC.

A motion asking for a study of the 
current effectiveness of the RTVC and 
the effect of the proposed merger with 
the results to be given to SBC messen­
gers was referred to the RTVC execu­
tive committee.

The proposed “Covenant” to be con­
sidered by the SBC in Atlanta, June 
20-22, would reduce the number of SBC 
agencies from 19 to 12 and the RTVC 
would be one of the casualties, appar­
ently losing its separate identity in a 
merger with the Home Mission Board 
and Brotherhood Commission in a new 
North American Mission Board. The 
RTVC, which was moved from Atlanta 
to Fort Worth in 1955, would move 
back to Atlanta.

The RTVC trustees were to be 
briefed Monday evening, April 10, by a 
member of the Program and Structure 
Study Committee, which drafted the

proposed restructuring, and by two 
members of the SBC Executive Com­
mittee, which approved it and will rec­
ommend it to the SBC annual meeting.

The two Executive Committee mem­
bers, Richard Cagle of Alabama and 
James Merritt of Georgia, were at the 
briefing, but Rex Terry, the PSSC 
member from Arkansas who is also an 
Executive Committee member, was un­
able to attend because of bad weather. 
Because of Terry’s absence, one com­
mission member told the Texas Baptist 
Standard newsjournal, many of the 
trustees’ questions went unanswered, 
and many of the answers given by the 
SBC Executive Committee members 
were qualified by “I think.”

When the trustees convened in their 
first plenary session Tuesday morning 
April 11, Jerry Holbert, trustee from 
Springfield, Mo., presented a statement 
asking the trustees to go on record say­
ing they could not at present accept the 
merger; that it would downsize the

RTVC , whose ministry needs to be en­
hanced rather than jeopardized or min­
imized; and called on the SBC Execu­
tive Committee to amend the study to 
retain the RTVC as a “separate com­
munications agency” of the SBC.

Holbert said the statement was in­
tended to give the Executive Commit­
tee an indication of where the trustees 
stand on the merger question and was 
not meant to reflect on the position of 
RTVC President Jack Johnson, who in 
statements following announcement of 
the proposal had indicated general ap­
proval. Holbert said he felt his (Hol­
bert’s) statement reflected the position 
of those who had asked questions the 
previous evening.

Commission trustees followed with 
adoption of a substitute motion approv­
ing largely unchanged the statement of 
their executive committee.

A list of concerns from the Monday 
evening discussion also will be included 
in the resolution. □

^MB gives revival priority over proposal to reorganize SBC
aptist Press

ATLANTA, Ga. — Prayer 
•r revival took precedence 
zer discussion of a proposed 
^structuring of the Southern 
aptist Convention during the 
ome Mission Board directors 
eeting April 10-12.

Two sessions wrere planned 
for board members to discuss 
the SBC Program and Struc­
ture Study Committee report 
which will be presented to the 
SBC in June. That report rec­
ommends combining the HMB 
with the Brotherhood and Ra­
dio and Television commis­

sions. A question-and-answer 
session with three members of 
the SBC Executive Committee 
was held as planned on Mon­
day evening. HMB directors 
said the session was very pro­
ductive.

However, instead of dis­
cussing the proposal again the 

next evening as scheduled, di­
rectors spent the time listening 
to news of revival and in 
prayer for revival. John Avant, 
HMB director and pastor of 
Coggin Avenue Church, 
Brownwood, Texas, told how 
revival has spread through his 
church, city, and state since 

January. The board’s final ses­
sion Wednesday was consumed 
by necessary business affairs, 
leaving little time for discus­
sion of the proposed reorgniza- 
tion. A special called meeting 
for that purpose will be held in 
May. □

lipring break reports point to revival
aptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — Evidence of a na- 
onal spiritual awakening is becoming even 

: ore convincing.
So says Dan Crawford, professor of evange- 

' sm and director of Southwestern Baptist Theo- 
gical Semi- 

ury’s Spring 
vangelism 

•racticum

I
r o g r a m .
ore than
10 profes- 
ons of faith 
ere reported as a result of Spring Practicum 
udents’ ministries over this year’s spring 
eak.The number of reconciliations and confes- 

tons in churches exceeded previous years, 
rawford said. He noted more than 274 public 
dedications were made in response to over 
>5 sermons given by the students.

“I think this is linked in God’s sovereignty 
with what he is doing around the country. Usu­
ally, when these things happen, God revives 
his people and evangelism follows,” Crawford 
said.

This year’s 36th annual Spring Practicum fo­
cused on 25 states, the District of Columbia and 

Canada. All of 
the ministry 
sites were out­
side the Bible 
Belt.

Kevin Perri- 
gan, a master 
of divinity stu­

dent, described each day of his experience at Kala­
ma Church in Washington state as “a new adven­
ture.”

Every night, Perrigan saw “people convicted, 
hearts softened, and public commitments to 
God’s service.” He said the experience showed 
him the changes commitment brings in people’s 
lives. □

... people convicted, hearts softened, and 
public commitments to God's service.

— Kevin Perrigan, SWBTS student

Vbrkshop set by TBC, board on church legal issues
Board; Jack Kelley, vice presi­
dent, Preferred Risk Mutual 
Insurance Company, Des 
Moines, la.; John Dudley, vice 
president, Property and Casu­
alty Insurance, Annuity Board; 
William Maxwell, TBC central 
administrative division; and 
Gary Rickman, TBC church 
annuity programs department.

The workshop is free of 
charge and a lunch will be pro­
vided for those who register by 
May 23. For more information, 
contact the church annuity 
programs department at (615) 
371-2008. □

BLOSS KELLEY DUDLEY

I )r Baptist and 
»9flector

The Church 
< nnuity Pro- 

ams Depart­
ent of the 

Tennessee 
aptist Con- 
•,ntion and
e Southern Baptist Annuity 
)ard, Dallas, Texas, will host 
; second annual Church Le- 
d Issues Workshop May 25 
Ridgedale Church in Chat- 

nooga.
Topics for discussion will in­

clude church employment 
practices, the church employee 
handbook, church incorpora­
tion, reducing the risk of child 
sexual abuse, and safety.

Speakers include Julie 
Bloss, attorney, Annuity

Gingrich sends another signal to 
prayer amendment supporters

Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Speaker 
of the House Newt Gingrich 
has sent apparently new sig­
nals on the issue of religious 
expression in public schools, 
and proponents of a constitu­
tional amendment to protect 
students’ religious rights con­
fess to some confusion.

Gingrich, R.-Ga., said April 
9 Congress could solve reli­
gious speech problems in 
schools with a new law rather 
than an amendment.

“I am told it is not neces­
sary,” Gingrich said on CBS’ 
“Face the Nation” of a reli­
gious freedom amendment. 
“I am told that we can create 
a legal framework that al­
lows us to recognize that this 
is a profoundly religious 
country, but there is no state 
church.”

Two days later, Senate Ma­
jority Leader Bob Dole, fresh 
from announcing his candida­
cy for the 1996 GOP presiden­
tial nomination, said he would 
prefer a legislative remedy to

an amendment. Either way, it 
is doubtful the Senate will 
have time this year to act on 
such a proposal, he said.

Gingrich’s comments 
marked a switch from a posi­
tion he had taken months ear­
lier. Before the November 
elections, Gingrich said when, 
not if, he became speaker the 
House of Representatives 
would vote by July 4 on a 
school prayer amendment. Af­
ter the Republican Party 
gained a majority in the 
House in the elections, mak­
ing Gingrich the speaker, he 
repeated his pledge. While he 
since has retreated from the 
timetable, Gingrich had not 
rejected an amendment as the 
solution.

Michael Whitehead, gener­
al counsel of the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission, said he still thinks 
an amendment is necessary. A 
statute can be declared uncon­
stitutional, but an amend­
ment can only be interpreted 
by the courts, not discarded, 
he said. □

SBC messenger cards mailed
Messenger cards for the Southern Baptist Convention meet­

ing, June 20-22 in Atlanta, Ga., have been mailed to associa­
tion offices throughout Tennessee.

Contact your local director of missions for more information. □
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letters opimor

* about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason.
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub­
lished.

■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not con­
form, it will be returned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

Autonomy, cooperation
With other state convention 

presidents, I attended the SBC 
Executive Committee meeting 
Feb. 20. I listened to the Brister 
Committee report on proposed 
restructuring. Since then, I have 
been pondering what I had heard 
about Southern Baptist life.

I’ll not try to predict the fu­
ture SBC life if the report is ap­
proved this year and next. I do 
register a deep concern, about 
Southern Baptist life as I have 
experienced it. The concern re­
lates to the meaning of two 
words: autonomy and coopera­
tion.

Every level of Southern Bap­
tist cooperative life originated in 
and has been sustained by au­
tonomous Baptists. This is true 
for churches, associations, con­
ventions, and Woman’s Mission­
ary Union. Autonomy and coop­
eration are necessary twins in 
SBC identity.

If one is threatened or weak­
ened, the other is endangered, 
and becomes anemic. Destroy 
one and the other cannot survive. 
Autonomy keeps cooperation 
from becoming coercive; coopera­
tion keeps autonomy from be­
coming independent.

In the Brister committee re­
port, I listened to the justifica­
tions for change — the need for 
efficiency and greater effective­
ness, etc. Some of that is needed; 
change is a fact of life. Pervasive 
in the massive amount of re­
structuring and elimination ma­
terial, I sensed continued erosion 
of the twin dynamics which God 
has used to make us a great in­

terdependent people. The autono­
my is being weakened. WMU au­
tonomy, church autonomy, and 
church member autonomy seem 
to fade in the face of presidential, 
trustee, and pastoral authority.

This sense of the centralizing 
and narrowing decision-making 
power, whatever its motivation, 
is an unhealthy neglecting of au­
tonomy.

The neglect will not create 
chaos immediately. Historical 
shifts rarely do. A shift as 
process is happening, which in 
time will change the auton- 
omy/cooperation balance.

Cooperation may flourish for 
awhile with the centralization of 
power. When the imbalance fi­
nally penetrates to the core of 
SBC identity, and is experienced 
as reduced autonomy, coopera­
tion will be weakened by the ane­
mia of its inseparable twin.

I’m convinced there are many 
salt-of-the-earth Southern Bap­
tists who want to cooperate.

This they have done for 
decades all across our Baptist 
landscape.

They want to do it as free and 
autonomous Baptists. Cooperate 
they will, but they will do it 
where their voices are respected, 
listened to, and honored.

Can free Baptists be heard at 
the annual SBC meeting in At­
lanta, June 20-22? Cooperation 
and autonomy are at stake. Go 
and vote for both!

Frank Hawkins, president 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Pastor, First Church, Kingsport

Grave concern
As a product of a missionary’ 

family, I am gravely concerned 
about the implications of the pro­
posed plan to restructure the 
SBC. The number of persons who 
have decision-making responsi­
bilities would be greatly reduced 
and the Executive Committee of 
the SBC could possess unprece­
dented pow’er-control of all enti­
ties and the monies.

The document virtually ig­
nores Woman’s Missionary 
Union and fails to acknowledge 
the work of millions of women 
who have faithfully taught mis­
sions in their churches.

Those teachings resulted in 
one of the strongest mission 
forces in the world. WMU has led 
this denomination to give more 
than a billion dollars through the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
and Annie Armstrong Easter Of­
fering, and its members “modeled 
servanthood in thousands of 
Southern Baptist churches.”

The document also fails to rec­
ognize the potential of WMU as 
an auxiliary — a helper, a sup­
porter — to the SBC in accom­
plishing our mission tasks. In­
stead it reassigns missions edu­
cation and the promotion of the 
offerings to other entities. Is this 
theirs to give away?

After a thorough study of the 
document, I am concluding that 
this report has overwhelming im­
plications for WMU and “what 

affects WMU, SBC will affect 
Mission Friends, Girls in Actions, 
Acteens, and Women on Mission 
in our churches eventually.”

Our challenge in the days 
ahead must be to pray earnestly 
and fervently for our SBC leader­
ship, the leaders of WMU, our 
missionaries and for ourselves; to 
be informed by reading the entire 
document, write letters to the 
members of the Program and 
Structure Study Committee and 
Executive Board, speak out in lo­
cal churches.

By our silence we give ap­
proval. Become a messenger from 
your church to the SBC in At­
lanta to vote your conscience.

Carol Richardson 
Memphis 38018

God is in control
There are two stories in the 

Bible that remind me of the ac­
tions of the seven man commit­
tee, Covenant for a New Century, 
and the plan which bypasses the 
WMU.

King Ahab had much land, 
cattle, and servants, his neighbor 
Naboth had a small piece of land 
that had been in his family for 
many years. He did not want to 
sell his heritage, so Ahab 
wouldn’t eat.

He wanted the land so badly. 
Jezebel his wife had Naboth 
killed. This was not hidden from 
God. II Kings tells of his punish­
ment.

Another King, David, had 
everything a person could want. 
But, one of his soldiers had a 
beautiful young wife Bathsheba. 
King David wanted Bathsheba so 
badly he sent her husband Uriah 
to the front lines so he would be 
killed. David took Bathsheba for 
his wife, but this was not hidden 
from God. His punishment is in 
II Samuel 12.

Well, you get the story. WMU 
has never wanted to do anything 
but to serve the Lord. WMU 
through mission service, not for 
glory, has served more than 100 
years for the Lord and the South­
ern Baptist Convention. This 
committee now says we don’t 
need you anymore.

This is not hid from God. Let 
us get ready for the conflict. God 
called us to missions; He is not 
through with us yet. God is in 
control (Proverbs 21:30-31).

Keep praying, He’s not failed 
us. Maybe He has bigger, better, 
and greater things He wants us 
to do for him. He said He would 
be with us always. I believe Him.

I have been a member of 
WMU for 48 years.

Juanita Kemp 
Jackson 38301

Making choices
I am greatly disappointed in 

the April 5 issue of our Baptist 
and Reflector. I feel we have 
reached an all time low by the ar­
ticle “Charles Stanley’s wife re- 
files for divorce,” found on page 
2.

We are the only “so called” 
Christian community that shoot 

their own wounded. As a pastor’s 
wife I take great offense to the 
running of this article. The prob­
lems that the Stanleys are hav­
ing should be among themselves.

It should not be a matter that 
we discuss as if we know all the 
problems that are in their lives 
or how they should be solved.

These two people are human 
beings and should be treated 
with kindness, understanding, 
and love. We should not take 
sides nor run either person down.

I realize the article did not 
place blame but the people read 
and don’t know the whole story 
may be tempted to do just that. 
By running this article there is a 
great possibility that Dr. Stan­
ley’s effectiveness as a great 
preacher will be affected forever.

As a preacher’s wife of 33 
years, I am disappointed that we 
do not realize the fact Anna 
Stanley has a side to this story 
also. Preachers nor their wives 
are perfect. We do not belong on 
a pedestal. We are Christians, 
just as I hope most of the readers 
of this paper are Christians. All 
people are subject to making 
some mistakes.

We can pick up our local pa­
pers everyday and read the bad 
news of our world. I do not be­
lieve we should have to use our 
Baptist paper for such things. 
Please give us some hope in a 
time of despair that when we 
pick up our state paper we will 
find uplifting news that will lead 
us to be more Christ life and less 
critical of others.

I feel an apology should be 
given to both Dr. Stanley and his 
wife Anna for this invasion of 
their privacy.

Alice Bond 
Pulaski 38478

Most state papers have already 
or will run this news item. The article 
was distributed by Baptist Press, the 
official news agency of the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee. Perhaps many 
readers will know how to pray specif­
ically for the family and church. For 
each such news item in our papers 
there are scores of uplifting news 
and feature items. The article did not 
take sides or judge. The Baptist and 
Reflector is careful in handling such 
items. — Editor

Deep feelings
As a lifelong Southern Bap­

tist, involved in every facet of my 
church’s ministry and in all 
areas where women are allowed 
to participate, I have been afford­
ed many opportunities to both 
contribute and be a recipient of 
the numerous ministries in the 
traditional Southern Baptist 
church. In my daily life, as I wit­
nessed to the lost and 
unchurched, it was with humble 
pride that I could say, “I am a 
Southern Baptist,” urge people to 
accept Christ as Savior and in­
vite them to church.

When the upheaval started in 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
in the 1980s and now has contin­
ued for many years, my witness 
has been eroded. The secular 

press has well documented th 
firings of most of our Souther 
Baptist seminary president 
heads of many of our agencie 
well known professors and d< 
nominational workers, as well s 
dozens of other incidences in tb 
power struggle in our denomin; 
tion. To see these things happe 
has grieved me — much as th 
death of a good friend or famil' 
member. The hurt has been ver 
real and very deep!

Now to see a seven-membe 
committee, behind closed door; 
restructure the entire Souther 
Baptist Convention with no inpt 
from its 15 million members 
would be more than I could con 
prehend had I not made it a pr 
ority to keep myself informed ( 
dangerous trends in our conver 
tion. Then, to have 64 of 67 men 
bers of the Executive Committe 
vote to accept restructuring c 
this magnitude within 24 hour 
after hearing such a compreher 
sive report is unbelievable!

The contempt shown fo 
Woman’s Missionary Union is ir 
conceivable to me! To assign pre | 
gram/ministry of Woman’s Mis 
sionary Union to others is jus 
another effort to give control to 
select few. Leaders in the South 
em Baptist Convention may b 
through with W’oman’s Missior 
ary Union, but God isn’t!

Appropriate words elude m 
as I try to express deep concer 
for events which have and ar 
taking place in our Souther: 
Baptist Convention, not becaiis 
of the “players in the drama,” bu 
because of the effect our fightin 
is having on a lost world.

God help us!
Doris June Larg 
Knoxville 3791'

Volunteers needed 
to assist health care 
mission to Poland

Volunteers are needed for 1 
health care team scheduled ti 
depart Nashville May 31 fo 
Poland.

According to Terry Sharp 
TBC Partnership Missions de 
partment director, the team wil 
return to Nashville June 10.

Dr. Dewey Dunn, veterai 
missions volunteer, will lead th< 
group of medical personnel.

The group will work ir 
Poland where medical needs an 
evident.

Sharp says Dunn’s team stil 
needs two physicians, two den 
tists, four nurses, two dental as 
sistants, two pharmacists, anc 
an ophthalmologist/optometrist.

The group will dispense eyt 
glasses. Those who have glasses 
to donate should contact the 
Partnership Misisons office al 
(615)371-2021.

Sharp urges volunteers wh( 
are interested in the May 3) 
Poland trip to contact his office 
right away.

The team will depart and re 
turn to Nashville. □
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editorial * comment

Restructure has some good points; merits study
This is a discussion of a report which 

will.be put to SBC messengers in June. 
Others may follow in the interim. Ten­
nessee Baptists are encouraged to give 
their views — Editor

The Program and Structure Study 
Committee has made some impressive 
recommendations which, if approved, 
will reshape the face and heart of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

The document is attractive and 
authoritative, and deserves con­
sideration.

Though what is not said may be 
of more interest than what is said, 
it does have some good points.

The committee is a child of the 
SBC’s Executive Committee. It is 
a product of a motion made by a 
convention messenger, C.B. Hogue, exec­
utive director of the California Southern 
Baptist Convention, asking for a “study 
of program statements” and an evalua­
tion of “existing structures.”

While the route taken by the Execu­
tive Committee in naming a committee 
(which would recommend such broad 
and drastic changes) is questionable, we 
are sure the committee wants all South­
ern Baptists to understand its sweeping 
recommendations.

To earn cooperation from convention 
messengers and all Southern Baptists, 
the document must be thoroughly ex­
plained — in detail. Remember, South­
ern Baptists do not have bishops nor any 
other hierarchy, so consensus is vital.

And that consensus must continue. No

"just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Gus: “I saw you fussing a 

few minutes ago. What was 
the matter?” George: “Some 
fellow passed a phony quarter 
on me. Can you imagine any­
one so low down?” Gus: “Yeah, 
that’s a pretty sneaky trick. 
Let me see it.” George: “I don’t 
have it now. I put it in the 
Coke machine. But you can 
imagine ...”

Take this thought
Have you ever noticed that 

some people who would never 
steal from an individual think 
nothing of stealing from an 
impersonal thing like a com­
pany or a machine?

Memorize this Scripture
“Thou shalt not steal” (Exo­

dus 20:15).

Pray this Prayer
Help me to practice the 

words of Jesus who said, 
“Therefore all things whatso­
ever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even 
so to them” (Matthew 7:12). □

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

one owns the SBC; no group can control, 
it completely or for a long period of time. 
Baptists believe in cooperation — but 
not at any cost. More than that, Baptists 
believe in autonomy of the local church.

Individuals and churches, when ex­
cluded from decision-making, inevitably 
go their own way.

Thus there must be thorough discus­
sion of the plan, and the commit­
tee must answer all questions 
put to it. The Executive Commit­
tee should explain why it chose 
not to study and evaluate, and 
then report to the convention.

The committee has spent too 
much time and prayer on the rec­
ommendations to simply toss the 
document to Baptists and expect

acceptance without scrutiny.
A document understood as God- 

blessed and Spirit-conceived, will be ac­
cepted, and also it can bear examination.

When Baptists ask for reasons or esti­
mated cost savings, they should receive 
a knowledgeable answer. The vast scope 
of suggested changes begs for discussion.

When Baptists ask for explanations 
relating to agencies which will be 
changed substantially or eliminated, 
they should receive thorough answers.

When Baptists offer a well-conceived 
amendment, it should be received with 
courtesy and genuine consideration.

When Baptists want to know anything 
about any part of the document, they de­
serve a complete and sympathetic reply.

One guideline of the Baptist and Re­

Christian view of counseling
As a Christian 

counselor some­
times I am in the 
position of the 
man without a 
country.

There are many non-Christ- 
ian counselors who do not un­
derstand how one can be a 
Christian and be academically 
and intellectually honest or 
trained. They look haughtily 
at anyone who would claim to 
be a Christian.

On the other hand, I have 
some Christian friends who do 
not understand how anyone 
claiming to be a Christian 
could study and have any be­
lief in what they view as the 
secular humanistic field of psy­
chology. They would say that 
all we need is Jesus and not 
counseling.

I will certainly admit that 
there are some really weird 
people in counseling.

I would never refer anyone 
to such counselors, because I 
do not agree with their meth­
ods.

Recently I discovered that 
there was a counselor at a fel­
low Christian counseling group 
that was using some of the 
most blatantly “new age” tech­
niques that I have ever seen.

I called a friend of mine at 
the agency and this person was 
quickly discharged of duties.

Kt families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

BARKLEY

But I know many fine, well- 
trained Christian counselors 
who “rightly divide the word of 
truth” in their counseling prac­
tice. I do not see Christianity 
and sound psychology at odds 
any more than I see Christian­
ity and medicine at 
odds.

Proverbs 11:14 says, 
“Where no counsel is, 
the people fall; but in 
the multitude of coun­
selors there is safety.” I 
think Christianity and 
sound psychological 
principles can be mutu­
ally supportive.

I definitely believe in and 
practice the power of prayer (I 
always close every counseling 
session with prayer).

I do not believe that a per­
son who has cancer when they 
are saved can stop going for 
chemotherapy or radiation 
therapy just because they were 
saved.

Neither do I believe that a 
person who has emotional or 
psychological problems when 
they were saved is cured of 
them automatically.

I have also known commit­
ted Christians who became

flector is that informed and educated 
Baptists make intelligent and sensible 
decisions. These decisions will be based 
on sound and thorough information, sans 
politics, with no arm-twisting.

In short, the recommendations of the 
Program and Structure Study Commit­
tee must be subject to honest query and 
investigation. The committee should not 
fear suggestions or amendments. The 
same God to whom they prayed for guid­
ance will hear the prayers and thoughts 
of other Southern Baptists.

The committee and Executive Com­
mittee leaders should not avoid close in­
spection nor other ideas. These recom­
mendations, if passed by two consecutive 
SBC annual sessions and then imple­
mented, will be the Southern Baptist 
structure for years to come. Why not al­
low honest discussion, honest debate and 
suggestions, and honest answers?

If messengers in June should be reluc­
tant to ask questions, the Executive 
Committee should not misinterpret such 
as total endorsement. Messengers have a 
history of being reticent in challenging 
leadership, especially in the past 15 
years. They are wary of being squelched 
and/or stonewalled.

It would be wise for convention lead­
ers to allow discussion first and hold off 
voting for at least 24 to 36 hours. To do 
less would seem foolhardy. Haste often 
does make waste.

Southern Baptists again have a gold­
en opportunity for reconciliation. We 
must not forgo the moment in June. □

physically ill and 
went for medical 
treatment. I did 
not think less of 
their Christian 

commitment. By the same to­
ken, I believe that Christians 
can develop problems with de­
pression, anxiety, or other psy­
chological issues without aban­
doning their faith.

One of my fervent 
Christian commitments 
is that God uses people 
to reach and minister to 
people. I don’t know of 
anyone in the Bible who 
was saved without hu­
man instrumentality. If 
I knew of someone who 
had electrical problems 
and believed that God 

could use me to minister to 
them in the name of Jesus in 
order to win them to Christ or 
restore their fellowship, I had 
to know something about elec­
tricity before I attempted to re­
pair the wiring.

Some people have caused 
more damage when they tried 
to counsel because they did not 
know what they were dealing 
with.

The best guidance a friend 
can offer is to advise someone 
to seek professional help from 
a Christian caregiver. □

w one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

No ordinary legacy
It has been noted previous­

ly that this is the 160th year 
for the existence of an authen­
tic newspaper.

The Baptist and Reflector 
began as a personal venture 
by a Baptist statesman in 
1835.

Robert Boyte Crawford 
Howell came to Nashville from 
Norfolk, Va., to be pastor of 
First Church. Nashville then 
had about 6,000 citizens.

Baptist numbers in Middle 
Tennessee had been decimated 

by the ravages 
of Campbel- 
lism. Howell 
found that 
only a few 
members re­
mained with 
the church, 
and they were 
discouraged.

Howell re­
sponded by launching a con­
structive 16-page paper. It 
served to strengthen Baptists 
and help them recover their 
educational emphasis and 
their missionary and evange­
listic outreach.

By the way. Howell helped 
in founding the Southern Bap­
tist Convention and followed 
William B. Johnson as presi­
dent. He never stopped 
serving the denomination in 
elected and salaried positions. 
He probably held more top po­
sitions than anyone in SBC 
history.

Howell's successor. J.R. 
Graves did more than change 
the name of the paper to Ten­
nessee Baptist.

He became the champion of 
Landmarkism and plunged 
himself and the paper into 
constant controversy. He was 
editor for 40 years.

The Tennessee Baptist 
merged with the American 
Baptist Reflector of Chat­
tanooga in 1889 with Edgar E. 
Folk as editor. Folk was a 
leader in Tennessee for educa­
tion and temperance — and 
was founder of the Southern 
Baptist Press Association.

The paper was bought by 
the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention in 1921. John D. Free­
man was editor for eight years 
until he was named executive 
secretary of the convention’s 
Executive Board.

I wonder why that prece­
dent was abandoned!

The paper has a rich her­
itage, a history that we will 
delve into all through this 
160th anniversary year. If you 
have memories of note, share 
them with us.
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Member supports Counce church for 93 years
By Roberta Code 
For Baptist and Reflector

COUNCE — Beulah Counce 
Parnell began her Sunday 
morning, March 26, the exact 
same way she’s begun her Sun­
day mornings for the past nine 
centuries plus. She got up ear­
ly, dressed in her Sunday best 
and went to Sunday School 
and church at First Church, 
Counce.

The only difference was that 
at the age of 93, she had to 
push a little harder ... put 
forth a little more effort ... to 
make it. She had celebrated 
her birthday on March 25.

She has a good memory and 
can remember her early years 
at the church when her mother 
laid her on a pallet between 
the seats during the services. 
Her mother, Ellie Elizabeth 
Roberts Counce, scolded her 
when she got noisy, patted her 
when she fretted, and general­
ly taught her to be quiet and 
reverent when she was in the 
house of the Lord.

She joined the church at the 
age of 13 and has been a mem­
ber for 80 years.

Her roots go deep in the 
church and in the community 
which was named for her fore­
fathers. Not only did she give 
of her time, talents, and offer­
ings through the years, she 

and her husband, Bob, who is 
now in a local nursing home, 
gave the seven and a half acres 
on which the present church 
stands.

Through the years, the 
church was more to her than 
just a place of worship. At first 
it was called Bethel Church, 
and during those early years, 
it also served the community 
as a school. Beulah received 
her early education there. “We 
went to school for three and a 
half months out of the year,” 
she said.

Community singing schools 
were also held in the church. It 
was at one of these singing 
schools — where singing to 
shaped notes was taught — 
that she met her husband. He 
sang bass and about half a 
dozen girls were “after” the 
curly-headed guy who was 
such a snappy dresser. Beulah 
was the shyest of the girls at 
the singing. But her shy ways 
appealed to Bob, and she won 
his heart. “I think he knew I’d 
always be good to him,” she 
said with a smile.

The singers “teamed up” in 
marriage in August 1919. This 
year they will celebrate their 
76th anniversary.

Beulah describes the church 
she attended in her youth. “It 
wasn’t much of a building, and 
was pretty dilapidated, but we 

tried to fix it up pret­
ty. There was a little 
table which the minis­
ter used as his podi­
um, and we had lots 
of kerosene lamps sit­
ting around. There 
was an “amen comer” 
in the church and she 
and several of her un­
cles sat in those im­
portant seats and lent 
spiritual and vocal 
support to the minis­
ter.

“The people who 
sat in the amen cor­
ner were the back­
bone of the church. 
We had some 
shouters there, too,” 
she said with ap­
proval. “I believe that 
if a person is over­
flowing, he should let 
it out.

At that time the 
church was affiliated 
with Landmark Bap­
tists, she said. Later 
it became Southern Baptist, 
which she likes because she 
believes “in giving a lot to mis­
sions, whereas the Landmark 
Baptists didn’t give to mis­
sions.” The church, which is 
191 years old, gives about 28 
percent of its budget to mis­
sions.

Through the years the

church has been the nucleus of
Beulah’s life. Shortly after she 
and Bob married, he became a 
Christian and joined the 
church. The church people 
were there for the couple when 
their first son was stillborn 
and when they lost three more 
sons. “I guess the Lord didn’t 
mean for us to have children,” 
she said with acceptance,

ON THE 
DAY SHE 
WAS HON­
ORED by 
her church 
Beulah Par­
nell stands 
with Lauren 
Locke, inter­
im pastor of 
the church 
and her 
cousin.

adding she was glad she had 
the Lord to turn to in troubled 
times.

Bob was a deacon in the 
church and she held a variety 
of positions. And she remains 
active, having worn out three 
Bibles.

“It’s been a long journey,” 
she said. “It’s been a long and 
a good Baptist journey.” □

Divorce, not immorality, biggest threat to family: Campolo
By Keith Currey 
For Baptist Press

JACKSON — While the term “fami­
ly values” has become a political buzz­
word across the nation, evangelist and 
author Tony Campolo believes issues 
other than homosexuality and adultery 
are destroying the American family.

Campolo visited Union University’s 
campus April 5-7 to lead the 24th an­
nual Spring Bible Conference/Jones 
Lecture Series. Drawing from his expe­
riences as a sociology professor and as 
founder of the Wake Up America! 
movement, Campolo shared insights on 
the conference’s theme, “Courtship and 
Love, Marriage and Family.”

“Family values is used to campaign 
against homosexuality, but it’s used 
more for political purposes than for 
moral causes,” Campolo said in an in­
terview following one of his sermons. 
“The media loves to paint a picture of 
America going down the tubes, but inci­
dents of sexual immorality are declin­
ing. America is a moral nation, and it’s 
probably becoming more moral.”

Citing a University of Chicago study, 
Campolo noted only six percent of mar­
ried American men committed adultery 
last year, while only one percent of the 
population had a homosexual en­
counter. Despite these statistics, Cam­
polo said he believes family advocates 
still have reason for concern.

“People are more moral today, but 
immorality has been replaced by a pi­
ous, mean egocentrism which may 
prove more damaging than crime or ho­
mosexuality,” Campolo said. “Divorce, 
not gays and lesbians, is what will de­
stroy the American family.”

“Americans today are more selfish 

The church shows hypocrisy when it pass­
es strong resolutions against homosexuali­
ty but maintains a lax position on divorce 
and remarriage.

— Tony Campolo, evangelist and author

than ever before,” Campolo said.
“Christians are quick to condemn 

drugs, crime, and homosexuality, but 
slow to acknowledge their own short­
comings. Pious, insensitive attitudes 
concerning issues like poverty and dis­
crimination are contributing to the 
overall decline of the family.”

Campolo emphasized the importance 
of marriage and promise keeping 
throughout the conference, underscor­
ing his words with the themes of love 
and grace.

“Every wedding creates the possibili­
ty for a marriage; the secret is knowing 
how to love one another after the ro­

mance wears off,” Campolo said. “After 
a wedding, the intense romance in a re­
lationship only lasts about a year.”

Using Christ as the model for a mar­
riage partner, Campolo described the 
attributes necessary for a love relation­
ship.

“Love isn’t a feeling that ‘just hap­

pens’; it’s a decision to do the right 
thing; to do what Jesus would do in 
your situation,” Campolo said. “In the 
midst of cultural definitions of what a 
man or woman should be, we’ve forgot­
ten what Jesus is all about. We all need 
to know the meaning of the word 
‘grace.’ ”

“Loving someone is about looking 
into them, not at them,” Campolo con­
tinued. “If what you see is what you 
get, then you’re not a Christian, be­
cause Christians get something that 
cannot be seen.”

According to Campolo, “looking at” 
rather than “looking in” has plagued 

America’s Christians in other areas, as 
well.

“Now that communism is gone, no 
one is critiquing capitalism,” Campolo 
observed. “It has become an unre­
strained monster, and now we believe 
the poor are not our problem.”

Campolo noted Christianity exists in 
two realms, the abstract and the physi­
cal. Abstract Christianity is based on 
theological concepts, while physical 
Christianity is practiced through feed­
ing the hungry" and caring for the sick 
and suffering.

“We have become like the Pharisees 
of Jesus’ time; placing greater empha­
sis on bickering about the abstract than 
caring for the physical,” Campolo said. 
“The church shows hypocrisy when it 
passes strong resolutions against ho­
mosexuality but maintains a lax posi­
tion on divorce and remarriage. We 
have a tendency to pick on the things 
we don’t do.”

Church involvement, tithing, and a 
solid system of beliefs are important for 
Christians, according to Campolo, but 
more important is the promise to serve.

“Being a Christian is about keeping 
promises,” Campolo said. “Whether 
standing by your mate or embracing 
those in need, commitments establish 
identity. If you have no commitment, 
then you have no identity. Only one 
thing takes precedent over a calling; 
that’s a promise.” □
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k rearures
In response to Youth Evangelism Conference

Youth begins prayer meeting at high sthool
By Tom Bailey
For Baptist and Reflector

MILLINGTON — About 6:50 a.m., a 
few students gather on the grass at the 
northwest comer of the Millington Cen­
tral High School campus.

By 6:55, still 20 minutes before 
classes start, a section of sidewalk is 
covered with books and backpacks the 
youths have put down to free their 
hands as they gather.

No, they aren’t gathering for another 
racial fray like the one that stunned 
MCHS Feb. 14. This time, they want to 
hold hands and pray.

“Everybody, let’s gather around,” 
yells Mike Gill, 18, as most watches 
strike 7 on this Friday. By now, 74 stu­
dents are forming a circle.

The nameless fellowship started 
with five students before school the 
previous Monday, growing to 24 Tues­
day, 50 Wednesday, and 60 Thursday.

Last month’s disturbance did not di­
rectly cause the prayer gatherings, but 
it seems to only bolster the motivation 
for them.

While public prayer in public school 
is prohibited, voluntary prayer before 
or after school, even on school grounds, 
is not a problem in Shelby County 
Schools, said system spokesman James 
Hayslip. “As long as it’s outside school 
hours and nothing is forced on any­
body,” he said.

“OK, we’re going to start with a 
word of prayer and afterward we’re go­
ing to move in a little closer,” instructs 
Gill, looking comfortable in khaki 

shorts and a T-shirt.
The students complete their circle by 

holding hands. Kasey Booker, 16, steps a 
yard inside the ring where she prays 
aloud, asking God to help the students 
not be ashamed to witness their Chris­
tian faith and to “give us the words to 
say.”

Gill had said that while the morning 
activity does not have a name, it has a 
motto: “Not to be ashamed.

“We’re praying for Christians in 
school to go out and witness,” he had 
said before the prayers.

A Baptist youth evangelism confer­
ence in Nashville inspired the gather­

Mike Gill, 15, reports how youth prayer group started
For Baptist and Reflector

MILLINGTON — Mike Gill, 15, at­
tended the Tennessee Youth Evange­
lism Conference March 10-11 with 
about 120 other youth from First 
Church, Millington.

He had never been to such a meet­
ing, which drew about 26,000 youth, 
he said. God spoke to him especially 
during an evening devotion time for 
his church’s group, which lasted about 
three hours because of youth sharing, 
said Gill.

“I realized I wasn’t really standing 
up for Christ in my daily walk,” he 
said.

The Monday after he returned Gill 
and a friend decided they would have 

ings, bill said. A number of youth from 
First Church, Millington, which neigh­
bors the school, participated in the con­
ference, including Gill.

After Booker’s prayer, Gill steps to 
the center of the circle and reads Bible 
passages and a short devotional. He 
rotates so all can hear him above the 
traffic on Wilkinsville Road and a 
passing railroad train several blocks 
east.

Just as Gill begins to tell the stu­
dents to break up into smaller groups, 
a boy in the ring speaks up, “There’s a 
guy named ... who got saved in fourth 
period yesterday.” 

a devotion out in front of Millington 
Central High School. Some fellow stu­
dents drove by and honked and yelled 
at them, said Gill, bat they persisted 
and later that day he found out three 
other students were doing the same 
thing in the school’s parking lot.

They decided to rally their forces 
and pass the word to invite others.

The next morning there were 24 
students, said Gill. Now' almost every 
morning about 70 students join the 
gathering. Because of the numbers in­
volved, he’s had to move the time to 
6:50 to allow enough time, he ex­
plained.

He’s amazed, he said, admitting he 
thought interest would diminish, but 
he keeps praying that it keeps going.

Applause breaks out. Gill asks how 
many others witnessed their faith the 
day before. About a dozen hands rise.

“Get into groups of people you don’t 
know,” Gill says.

After the small groups pray together 
the large group reassembles at 7:10 
and stretches its handheld circle to a 
diameter of about 25 yards. Curious 
students inside the school building look 
down from second-floor windows.

Gill announces, “We’re going to be 
doing this again after we get back from 
spring break.” Another prayer is sent 
up, and the students head inside. J — 
© 1995, Memphis Commercial Appeal,

he said.
A group of about 42 even met the 

one morning it has rained, reported 
Gill. The students may have been un­
aware of the meeting place, he ex­
plained. which was under a covered 
walkway of the church.

Gill gives a devotional each morn­
ing, explaining he gets the ideas while 
working with animals on the Double B 
Ranch, a Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Home institution near Millington for 
boys where his parents work.

One result of the prayer group, 
Gill reported, is that students are 
witnessing and many are becoming 
Christians. Another result is that a 
teacher’s prayer group plans to begin 
meeting. J

Baptists give snacks, spiritual food at Bristol raceway
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

BRISTOL — When the Na­
tional Association of Stock 
Cars or NASCAR comes twice 
a year to the Bristol Interna­
tional Raceway, its 80,000 
seats are filled and its camp­
ground becomes the third 
largest city in the state of Ten­
nessee, noted Bob Fleming, di­
rector of the Raceway Ministry 
of Bristol.

It’s a great opportunity for 
Christians, said Fleming, who 
directed the 115 Baptist volun­
teers working at the March 30 
- April 2 event.

“If Jesus were in Bristol on 
race weekend, where would he 
be?” asked Fleming. “If the 
Scriptures are correct, he 
would be where the crowds 
are. That’s the way we look at 
it.”

Baptists provide food to 
fans, which is “different for the 
fans who are used to being 
gouged for $4 hamburgers and 
$2 drinks,” said Fleming. The 
volunteers provide rides via 
golf carts, a racing schedule 
with a brief Gospel message, of 
which 25,000 were distributed 

during the last event, and the 
Racing for Kids magazine. 
They also lead a morning wor­
ship service at the camp­
ground, which was attended by 
135 folks from 16 states on
April 2, said Fleming. The ser­
vice included singing and a 
testimony from a NASCAR 
personality.

The workers, who are mem­
bers of Virginia Avenue 
Church, where Fleming is min­
ister of music, Volunteer
Church, 
Wood­
lawn 
Church, 
and Eu­
clid Av- 
e n u e

0^7... would be where 
the crowds are.

— Bob Fleming, director, Race­
way Ministry of Bristol

Church, which is in Bristol,
Va., get their inspiration from 
race enthusiasts like the man 
who stopped by the ministry’s 
tent in the campground area to 
renew acquaintances.

He told them he went home 
last August after seeing his 
first NASCAR race to tell his 
friends that the most impres­
sive thing he experienced were 
the Christians at the red and 
white tent “who offered him 
fellowship, spiritual guidance, 

and took care of his needs 
while he was there,” said 
Fleming. This is a man who 
not only traveled hundreds of 
miles to the event but paid 
about $80 for a ticket to an 
event which is televised all 
over the world. Fleming added 
some races at the Bristol track, 
which is considered the world’s 
fastest half-mile track, have a 
waiting list of 12,000.

The ministry is an out­
growth of the Charlotte, N.C.,

based Mo­
tor Racing 
Outreach. 
MRO min­
isters to

________________PrJ crew 
members, and their families 
across the country. When 
Fleming learned about that 
ministry, he approached the 
Bristol raceway owner with 
the concept of a ministry to the 
fans. The raceway owner and 
manager encouraged him and 
the result is the largest race­
way ministry in terms of vol­
unteers in the nation, reported 
Fleming.

Based at their signature 
tent wearing raceway ministry 

T-shirts, this year the volun­
teers gave out 8,400 cookies, 
550 bags of popcorn, 2,000 
cups of coffee, and almost 
1,000 cups of hot chocolate in 
addition to the literature.

“We try to provide a Chris­
tian atmosphere for people 
while they’re away from home. 
If people have a problem, we’re 
here to help them. We pray 
with them if they have a spe­
cific problem,” said Fleming.

While a few fans can get a 
bit rowdy during the race 
weekend, he noted, it retains a 
family atmosphere. “By and 
large, we get a very positive re­
sponse to what we’re doing.”

The raceway ministry vol­
unteers will be back in October 
at the next NASCAR event. 
“Our folks look forward to this 
every year,” he noted. “We’ve 
done it enough to where it 
works like a well-oiled ma­
chine now.”

The ministry is supported 
by the churches and the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
Golden State Missions Offer­
ing which funds such resort 
ministries. □ — Allen Gregory 
of the Bristol Herald Courier 
contributed to this article.

Schools sponsor 
meetings to help 
area ministers
For Baptist and Reflector

Both Union University and 
Carson-Newman College are 
hosting meetings for pastors 
in their area. The West Ten­
nessee Pastors’ Conference 
will be May 2 at Union and 
the East Tennessee Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference will be 
April 27 at Carson-Newman.

The meeting at LInion will 
begin with fellowship at 10 
a.m., followed by the conference 
at 10:45 in the Harvey Lecture 
Hall. Murray F. Mathis, pastor 
of Third Church. Murfreesboro, 
will speak about “Meeting the 
Challenge of the Minister’s 
Family.” The Minister’s Wives’ 
Fellowship also will meet.

The meeting at Carson- 
Newman will begin at 9 a.m. 
in the Thomas Recital Hall 
and include Joe Stacker, pas­
tor, Belmont Heights Church. 
Nashville, who will speak on 
“The Pastor as Leader of the 
Contemporary Church,” and 
Paul Baxter of First Church, 
LaGrange, Ga.

Lunch will be provided by 
both of the schools. J
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Burundi's people face tear, uncertain tuture
Baptist Press

BUJUMBURA, Burundi — The 
tragedy waiting to happen in Burundi 
has Southern Baptist missionaries and 
the Foreign Mission Board’s rapid re­
sponse team wondering what to do and 
where.

That wonder grows against the 
backdrop of a new wave of ethnic 
killings in Burundi that has the poten­
tial of escalating into the genocide 
which occurred last year in neighboring 
Rwanda between the same ethnic 
groups, the Hutus and Tutsis.

The violence in Rwanda sent untold 
thousands fleeing as refugees and re­
sulted in a million-dollar-plus relief ef­
fort on behalf of Southern Baptists by 

the Foreign Mission Board.
The current feeling in Burundi is 

that short-term Baptists relief efforts 
should focus on refugee camps in Tan­
zania if the need arises, rather than try 
to operate in Burundi in the middle of 
what one observer calls “civil murder.”

Meanwhile, career missionaries 
working to establish and strengthen 
churches and preaching the Gospel in 
the central African nation are per­
plexed about their long and short term 
futures.

“We’re supposed to leave for fur­
lough in the United States in July but 
right now we don’t know if we can leave 
our work in Burundi or what,” mission­
ary Cathy Brandon said April 9. “We’ll 
just have to sit down and talk and pray 

about what to do.”
Brandon was scheduled to return to 

Burundi April 11 to join her husband 
David at their home in Gitega in the 
northern part of the country. Both are 
from Elizabethtown, Ky.

Brandon and the only other SBC 
couple assigned to Burundi, Steve and 
Tara Smith, from Texas, flew back to 
Burundi April 3. They were in Kenya 
for their mission meeting when the lat­
est round of violence exploded in -Bu­
jumbura, Burundi, March 24. It left 
hundreds dead and sent tens of thou­
sands of refugees surging across the 
nearby Zaire border.

The Foreign Mission Board survey 
team, scheduled to go to Burundi be­
fore the latest outbreak of killing, ar­

rived April 6 to see what Southerr 
Baptists should prepare to do if ethnic 
war escalates. It has been simmering 
for some time. The United Nations re 
ported extensive gunfire and exploding 
granades around the capital both 
nights the survey team was there.

“On the surface, if you didn’t know 
how things normally are you’d think 
Bujumbura was normal if you just 
drove through the city,” said mission 
ary Tad Tadlock, assigned to Ugande 
but deeply involved in working with 
Rwandan refugees in Zaire.

Entire neighborhoods and markets 
are abandoned in pockets of the cit} 
and foreigners are advised not to trave 
out of the capital and not to walk any 
where. □

Kentucky editor charges defamation by Baptist Press news story
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The 
editor of a Kentucky Baptist 
newsjournal has charged that 
he was defamed by a Baptist 
Press news story.

Marv Knox, editor of the 
Western Recorder, said in a 
memorandum to state Baptist 
newspaper editors he had con­
sulted with legal counsel but 
will not press charges.

At issue is an April 7 Bap­
tist Press story, “Southern 
trustee chairman counters edi­
tor’s criticism of Mohler,” re­
porting on an open-letter re­
sponse by Richard White, 
chairman of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s 
trustees, to a March 28 editori­
al by Knox decrying Southern 
Seminary President R. Albert 
Mohler's dismissal of Diana R. 
Garland as dean of the 117- 
student Carver School of 
Church Social Work.

“Legal counsel I have re­
ceived leads me to believe any 
court would agree that the ma­
terial as printed in the BP sto- 
ly is defamatory,” Knox wrote 
to fellow editors.

Herb Hollinger, vice presi­
dent for convention news (Bap­
tist Press) for the SBC Execu­
tive Committee, said the story, 
written by Baptist Press editor 
Art Toalston, was one in a con­
tinuing series of stories on the 
seminary developments.

Hollinger said the story was 
“far from defamatory.

“The seminary trustee 
chairman has a right to re­
spond to criticism in the edito­
rial and we (Baptist Press) 
have a right and responsibility

to report it,” Hollinger said.
Knox complained that a 

paragraph in the story quoting 
White seemed to include him, 
Knox, as someone who opposes 
the seminary’s efforts “to stand 
for biblical moral values and 
conservative theological posi­
tions.”

White wrote: “There are 
those within the secular cul­
ture and even a few within our 
own denomination who do not 
want Southern Seminary to 
stand for biblical moral values 
and conservative theological 
positions. They have rightly 
perceived Dr. Mohler as one 
who opposes their efforts to 
transform our culture, and 
have attacked him at ever op­
portunity for his faithful ad­
herence to the values many of 
us hold sacred.”

In the Baptist Press story, 
the paragraph appeared after 
paragraphs recounting:

■ four requirements for fac­
ulty nomination that a semi-
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Call or write today: P.O. Box 514, 
Martin, TN 38237, (901) 235-3416

Reference list available

nary administrator, David 
Dockery, vice president for 
academic administration, said 
reflect a strong consensus 
among trustees: 1) affirming 
women in ministry and their 
giftedness but restricting the 
role of women in the church 
from the office of senior pastor; 
2) affirming the exclusiveness 
of salvation in Jesus Christ 
alone; 3) being clear that the 
Bible teaches that all homosex­
ual behavior is sinful; and 4) 
acknowledging that the sancti­
ty of life is pro-life and against 
abortion except in the most ex­
treme circumstances.

■ portions of Knox’s editori­
al stating “Jesus couldn’t teach 
church social work at Southern 
Seminary. He isn’t orthodox 
enough”; implying Mohler 
could lose his support among 
trustees and be forced to leave 
the presidency “if, or when, ac­
creditation is threatened, en­
rollment falls, and contribu-
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tions dry up”; and assessing 
that the students are worried 
their degrees — necessary for 
obtaining required licenses 
and getting social work jobs — 
will be worthless. Faculty and 
student morale throughout the 
seminary is shot. Candidates 
for vacancies in other semi­
nary schools are having second 
thoughts, if not backing out al­
together. Alumni are recoiling 
in horror.”

Baptist Press then cited 
White’s comment.

Knox noted White’s “insinu­
ating sentence” in the open let­
ter was “not similarly juxta­
posed” to Knox’s beliefs.

Knox stated he believes ho­
mosexual activity to be sinful; 
that life begins at conception 
and abortion is wrong; and he

affirms the Baptist Faith ana 
Message's assertion Scripture 
“has truth, without mixture o: 
effor, for its matter.

“I do indeed disagree wit! 
Dr. Mohler about women ir 
ministry, but in so doing 1 
stand alongside thousands 
upon thousands of Southerr 
Baptists and many of the most 
committed conservative evan 
gelical scholars of our day,’ 
Knox wrote.

With the Baptist Press storj 
first mentioning the four spe­
cific issues, then quoting 
White, Knox contended the im­
plication is “unseemly, mali 
cious, and a personal affront.”

The Baptist Press storj 
quoted solely from White’s let­
ter and Knox’s original editori­
al. □
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TenneScene at th& people, their wof/c

the missionaries

■ Larry and Cheryl 
KeathLey Cox, missionaries, 
aYe on the field and can be 
reached at Waldeckstr. 57-1, 
79400 Kandern, Germany. He 
serves as associate to area di­
rector for Europe. She is from 
Memphis.

■ Robert and Veronica 
Erwin, missionaries to Brazil, 
are on the field and can be 
reached at Caixa Postal 61, 17. 
760-000 Inubia Paulista, 
Brazil. He grew up in Oak 
Ridge and Knox County.

■ Guy and Tammy 
Graves Causey, missionaries 
to Ghana, are on the field and 
can be reached at P.O. Box 400 
Accra, Ghana. She was born in 
Memphis and both consider 
Humboldt their hometown.

■ John and Deborah 
Dorr, Baptist representatives, 
have arrived on the field to be­
gin their first term of service 
and can be reached at P.O. Box 
835, 6307 Larnaca, Cyprus. He 
considers Maryville his home­
town.

■ Clay and Debbie 
Porter, missionaries to Hong 
Kong, are on the field and can 
be reached at Hong Kong Bap­
tist Mission, 169 Boundary 
Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
He was born in Newbern and 
she is from Somerville.

■ Patricia Stooksbury, 
missionary to Bolivia, is on the 
field and can be reached at 
Casilla 3168, Santa Cruz, Bo­
livia. She is from Knoxville.

■ John and Sandy Mar­

tin Silver, missionaries to 
Paraguay, are on the field and 
can be reached at Casilla 264, 
Ciudad Del Este, Paraguay. He 
was born in Morristown and 
considers Jefferson City his 
hometown. She is from Dan­
dridge.

■ William and Judy Mc­
Call, missionaries to Togo, are 
on the field and can be reached 
at BP 4860, Lome, Togo. He is 
a native of Maryville.

■ the associations

■ The Woman’s Missionary 
Union Annual Meeting of Big 
Emory Association will be 
April 25 at First Church, 
Kingston. Barbara Joiner of 
Columbiana, Ala., a writer for 
WMU publications and author, 
will speak. Joiner has written 
The Dynamic Woman I Am, 
Yours for the Giving, Count It 
All Joy, With a Servant Heart, 
and Gloria. The meeting will 
begin at 6:30 with a covered 
dish dinner. Joiner will speak 
at 7:30. For more information, 
contact Kathy Davis, associa- 
tional WMU director, at (615) 
882-9770.

■ the schools

■ Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour, 
will hold its second session of 
the Mountain Empire Bible 
Training School in Kingsport. 
The school, for Bible students 
and ministers, begins April 25 
and runs eight weeks on Tues­

day evenings. “Studies in Tim­
othy and Titus” and “A Study 
of the Holy Spirit” will be of­
fered. For more information, 
contact (615) 245-3141 or 573- 
8321.

■ Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Jefferson City, award­
ed Kitty R. Coffey, dean of Ap­
plied Human Sciences and 
chair of the Family and Con­
sumer Sciences Department, 
its 28th annual distinguished 
faculty award. It is the highest 
honor given to a C-N faculty 
member. She has worked at 
C-N for 18 years.

■ 'Here's Hope' 
revivals

■ First Church, Petros, 
will be holding its revival April 
23-26. Charles Parker, pastor, 
First Church, Oliver Springs, 
will speak.

■ George Weaver of Selmer 
will speak at the April 30 - 
May 5 revival of First 
Church, Parsons. Alan Mc­
Call of Parsons will lead the 
music.

■ David B. Ray, pastor, 
First Church, Parsons, will 
speak at the revival of Colum­
bia Avenue Church, Ponti­
ac, Mich., to support the 
Michigan/Tennessee Baptist 
Partnership.

■ the churches

■ Pleasant View Church, 
Talbott, dedicated a new

WILLIE B. HATCHER, right, receives a book of remembrances 
from Ray Fowler, pastor of Highland Heights Church, Memphis, 
where Hatcher has served as church clerk continuously for 47 
years. The presentation was made on Willie B. Hatcher Day, 
March 12. Other activities included music during worship services 
by family members and a reception.

Allen organ Feb. 26. It was a 
gift of a church family.

■ On April 23 West End 
Church, Columbia, will dedi­
cate its renovated facilities 
with a service led by James 
Porch, executive director, Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention. An 
Open House will follow from 2- 
4 p.m. which will include mu­
sic from the church’s adult 
choir, Keith Moore, director of 
the choir of First United 
Methodist Church, Columbia, 
and the Chamber Singers. The 
church’s new building was St. 
Catherine’s Catholic Church, 
Columbia.

■ Bluegrass Church, 
Hendersonville, will cele­
brate its 25th anniversary 
with the theme “Rekindle the 
Flame” in April. A “Ministry of 

Song” will be held April 23 at 
10:30 a.m. and feature the 
church’s music ministry. The 
main celebration will be on 
April 30 during the morning 
service and followed with a 
luncheon. For further informa­
tion, call (615)824-0001.

■ Fred Steelman, pastor, 
Red Bank Church, Chattanoo­
ga, will lead an April 23-27 
revival at Bartlebaugh Church, 
Chattanooga.

■ Southeast Church, 
Murfreesboro, has been us­
ing its new 7,268-square-foot 
educational addition which 
cost $321,000. Instead of 
meeting in a gym. youth now 
meet in classrooms and an as­
sembly area in the addition. It 
also includes adult class­
rooms.

Tennessee Sampler a views, insights
The two-edged sword

By Michael L. Shea, pastor
Parkway Village Church, Memphis

You have heard all sorts of reasons 
for spending time along with God. In 
spite of all the encouragements, both 
biblical and personal, many still find it 
difficult to maintain a consistent devo­
tional life. Sometimes it’s a matter of" 
temperament; sometimes it’s a matter 
of know-how ... but there is another 
reason we have difficulty.

The Scripture teaches us, “for the 
Word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing as far as the division of soul 
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, 
and able to judge the thoughts and in­
tentions of the heart. And there is no 
creature hidden from his sight, but all 
things are open and laid bare to the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do,” 
Hebrews 4:12, 13.

No wonder it is difficult to meet with 
the Lord. The Word of God is sharp; it 
cuts us deeply and it pierces us. It dis­
cerns our hidden thoughts and our hid­

den motives. Everything about us is 
seen by him. This sort of discomfort is 
not inviting. We carry around with us 
our sense of fallenness, our sense of im­
perfection, and we know things about 
ourselves that we would rather stuff 
than admit.

What do we do? Sometimes we limit 
our reading to the “feel-good” sections 
of the Bible. After running out of those, 
many simply stop reading. This is a 
great tragedy. We cannot experience 
God apart from reading the Bible dili­
gently and prayerfully.

This passage in Hebrews continues 
with this encouragement, “For we do 
not have a high priest who cannot sym­
pathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who has been tempted in all things as 
we are, yet without sin. Let us there­
fore draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and may find grace to help in 
time of need” (vv. 15, 16).

What do we need once we have been 
wounded? We need mercy (mercy 
means we don’t get what we deserve) 
and we need grace (grace means we re­
ceive what we don’t deserve). Where

are we going to get the help we need? 
At the throne of grace, from the one 
who has wounded us, from the one who 
understands us because he is one of us.

Don’t shrink back any longer. After 
the pain is divine comfort. We need to 
experience the fullness of God. □

In the midst of revival

By Calvin S. Metcalf, pastor
Central Church, Fountain City, Knoxville

As I write this article we are in the 
midst of revival. Yet, there is a sense in 
which we should always be “in the 
midst of revival.” When these days are 
over, and they will be by the time you 
read this, we should still be in the 
midst of revival. Hopefully the impetus 
of our days of revival will contribute to 
a continuing awareness of revival.

In reality, the purpose of every event 
of our church is to revive some aspect of 
our Christian lives. We come to Bible 
study to revive our interest and knowl­
edge of God’s Word. We come to wor­
ship to revive our spirits and celebrate 
the Gospel. We have a variety of activi­

ties to revive a sense of fellowship 
among us. We project a number of min­
istries to revive our willingness to join 
Jesus in reaching out to folk with vari­
ous needs. We sing, we pray, we study, 
we play, we work, we witness, we sin, 
we repent, we apologize, we forgive, we 
laugh, we cry, we hurt, we heal, we 
hate, we love, we reach out, we reach 
up and the spirit of revival keeps us 
close to one another and to God.

Thank you for being a revival people 
as every time we gather, we stretch our 
minds and hearts toward God. Thank 
you for your investment in the reriring 
processes of our church. Our song in­
deed is “Revive Us Again” and again, 
and again, and again. □

Articles included in “Tennessee Samp­
ler — views, insights" are written by Ten­
nessee Baptist church and associationa! 
leaders. The articles are chosen for publi­
cation from newsletters of churches and 
associations. The Baptist and Reflector 
does not necessarily concur with the views 
expressed.
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Work permit dispute involves Zambia VP, attorney general
Baptist Press

LUSAKA, Zambia — The 
impasse over work permits for 
Southern Baptist missionaries 
in Zambia has reached the of­
fices of the country’s vice presi­
dent and attorney general.

The attorney general inter­
vened and instructed the chief 
immigration officer to grant 
30-day extensions to the work 
permits of four missionary’ cou­
ples after the immigration offi­
cial’s repeated refusals to obey 
a court order to do so.

He even refused after the 
Baptist Mission of Zambia 
filed a contempt citation in 
court on March 28 to keep four 
missionaries from being ex­
pelled March 31 while the mis­
sion continues efforts to re­
solve the dispute between it 
and the convention.

The attorney general’s deci­

20’ to 33’ Buses By CHaiYIPlOFl 
MOTOR COACH INC.

Church Buses
(New and Used) 

• 12 to 37 adult capacity 
• Over 30 used buses for sale

^Carpenter Bus Sales
P.O. Box 2126

Brentwood, Tenn., 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today: 
1 (800)370-6180 
1 (615)371-6180

“We Can Sell Your Used Bus or Van.”

sion allows Ed and Linda 
Miller, Mike and Lindy 
Howard, Dwayne and Betty 
Mitchell, and Jim and Thelma 
Cooke, all from Texas, to re­
tain their legal status at least 
until the end of April.

Zambian Vice President 
Godfrey Miyanda entered the 
discussion in early April. After 
meeting with leaders of the 
Baptist Convention of Zambia 
to learn their views, he invited 
missionary Bonita Wilson, act­
ing administrator for the mis­
sion, to meet with him April 5.

Miyanda stressed at the 
meeting that it’s not his role to 
solve church matters. But, as a 
Christian brother, he said, he’s 
concerned about the two-year 
old problem that has only re­
cently come to his attention.

Wilson shared a history of 
Baptist work in the country. 
That included (1) the work of 

the Zambia Baptist Council 
which, until the dispute of 
work permits, coordinated and 
planned the evangelism work 
of the mission and the conven­
tion, (2) the Baptist position on 
autonomy of the local church 
and other Baptist organiza­
tions (such as associations, the 
convention, and the mission), 
and (3) the difficulty mission­
aries are having concentrating 
on anything other than the

Classified
WANTED: Tickets for Promise 
Keeper’s conference in Atlanta 
June 30 - July 1. Contact Will 
Pritchett, (615) 758-5675 or 898- 
2516.

FOR SALE: 1981 Ford Bus, De­
troit diesel 8.2 liter engine, 5 
speed manual trans, air brakes. 
59,000 miles. A/C separate VW 
engine. 36 recliner seats. Call 
(615) 892-9313.

Life Insurance and 
Annuities

... from a Christian businessman 
representing one of the safest com­
panies in the business.

(615) 645-4451

« CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY 

DIRECT FROM THE 
FACTORY —PEWS, PULPIT 

Of TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE- 

GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND
CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT 

> PHONE 615-762-2249

BOX 429
LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 

work permit issue — especially 
the four families going through 
monthly trauma wondering if 
the permits will be extended.

An earlier meeting between 
leaders of the mission and the 
convention on March 24 sur­
faced basic differences between 
missionaries and the conven­
tion over the philosophy of 
mission financing and the na­
ture of church autonomy.

Besides control over work 

CollegiateReach ’95
Reaching Students for Christ & His Church 
Days Inn Glenstone Lodge — Gatlinburg

May 8-10, 1995
k conference for directors of Baptist student ministries, 

church staff ministers with college students, and church lay 
leaders with college students.

Keynote Speaker:

Calvin Miller
Professor of Communications 

and Ministry Studies 
Southwestern Seminary

DEADLINE — April 30
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Contact Student Ministries Department, Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention (615) 371-2056, or your local director of Baptist Student 
Ministries.

permits, the convention wants 
control of the budget and pro­
gram of the Baptist Mission of 
Zambia and the authority to 
tell churches what to do. That 
fits more the. pattern of a hier­
archical form of church govern­
ment than the Baptist congre­
gational approach.

Wilson told Miyanda the 
mission cannot surrender basic 
beliefs, such as autonomy al­
though it wants to reconcile. □

PLUS:
The New Tradition, Dr. 
Cliff Schimells, Nancy 
Burke, Arliss Dickerson

COST:
Registration fee: $60 (in­
cludes banquet, breaks, 
and materials). Housing 
per night: $56 (one to four 
person occupancy)

Remember the Children

Mother's
Day
Offering
Sunday 
May 14,1995
Statewide Goal for 1995: 
$1,210,000

Crusader: 15-Passenger (No CDL Required) 
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
Central Office
5001 Maryland Way (37027)
P.O. Box 728
Brentwood, TN 37024
(615) 371-2000 • 1-800-624-8591
Dr. Gerald L. Stow, President / Treasurer
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Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for April 23 
Focal Passages: 

Acts 13:2-3, 46b-48; 
14:21-23, 26-27

Blazing new trails
By Chuck McElhannon

The church at Antioch is a model of creative 
ministry and missions. They were a sending 
church, a missionary-minded church; and they 
became the center of influence for the early growth 
of Christianity. Today’s local churches can learn 
how to effectively reach our world for Christ from 
the example of this great church.

Sending out laborers — ch. 13:2-3
People may come to know Jesus in private set- 

I tings, and they may pursue relationships with 
Jesus in private ways, but the local church is the 
sending organization. The church is where laborers 
are developed, equipped, affirmed, and sent forth. 
It was while the church was gathered for worship 
that Barnabas and Paul were called out by God for 
mission service. God had two individuals in mind, 
but he issued the call to the church, and the church 
affirmed it.

Believers today should worship with the same 
sense of calling and sending. Every7 worship service 
should ideally end with the understanding that we 
are all being called by God and sent forth by the 
church, on a mission of ministry and service. When 
the church truly focuses on God in worship, then 
God is able to inspire believers to creative service.

Reaching people — w. 46b-48
There must be a sense of urgency in the spread 

of the Gospel. While it is true that God is patient 
and not willing that any should perish, there will 
come a time when we run out of time. Therefore, 
we should concentrate our best efforts on those who 
are most receptive to the Gospel. Paul and 
Barnabas didn’t miss a beat when the Jews reject­
ed their message. They simply heeded Jesus’ earli­
er advice to his disciples (Matthew 10:14) and 
shook the dust off their feet and moved on to others 
(in this case, the Gentiles, who were very respon­
sive).

Strengthening believers — ch. 14:21-23
The Great Commission is fulfilled as churches 

strengthen and equip its members to understand 
and accept their individual roles in God’s overall 
plan. The following phrases in these two verses all 
reinforce the idea of equipping: strengthening the 
disciples, encouraging them, appointed elders, com­
mitted them to the Lord.

Evangelism does not end when people accept 
Christ as Savior. The work of strengthening and 
equipping must be done. Healthy churches are 
made of strong believers. The goal of the Great 
Commission is not just to baptize, but to make 
believers who are committed to observing and obey­
ing all that Christ has commanded.
Being accountable to the church — w. 26-27

Paul and Barnabas understood they were 
accountable to the church which sent them out. 
Laborers are not sent out with free reign to do 
whatever they please. Paul and Barnabas knew7 
that God’s movement among the Gentiles was not 
the kind of thing that should go unreported. There 
was the possibility that some members of the 
Antioch church would have questions about shar­
ing the Gospel with Gentiles, so Paul and Barnabas 
were open about what God had directed them to do.

There are several benefits for reporting mission 
activity to the local church. (1) The laborers can be 
affirmed if the work is going well, or encouraged if 
the work is difficult. (2) The church can be motivat­
ed to continue or increase its level of support for 
the workers. (3) Everyone can rejoice with a sense 
of partnership with God. There is a place for each 
one of us in God’s work. We can worship, encour­
age, labor, send, go, serve, witness, pray, and give. 
God will use anyone who makes himself available. 
□ — Chuck McElhannon is pastor of Valley View 
Church. Nashville

Exercising liberty wisely

Convention Uniform Series 
for April 23 

Focal Passage 
I Corinthians 8

By Brian Courtney

Christians agree that there are certain activities that 
are right. It is right to tell the 
truth, minister to others, love 
each other, and worship God. 
At the same time there are 
activities that are wrong. It is 
wrong to give a false witness, 
steal, or commit adultery. But 
what about those activities 
where there is no clear biblical injunction? Is social 
drinking, use of birth control, or attending movies right 
or wrong? Serious Christians have strong opinions on 
these and many more issues. How does a Christian 
relate to another Christian who has a different opinion? 
How can harmony and unity exist in the context of 
strong opinions?

The discussion of the issue — w. 1-8
Paul writes I Corinthians in response to certain 

questions raised by the Corinthian church (ch. 1:11). In 
chapter 8, Paul addresses the issue of food offered to 
idols. The question comes to Paul out of a difference of 
opinion in the church about whether or not a Christian 
should eat food that had been sacrificed to some god. 
One group thought that it was alright since the god did 
not exist (v. 4). The other group thought that such eat­
ing violated the second of the Ten Commandments (v. 4; 
see Exodus 20:4). Which opinion is correct?

For Paul it is not a matter of who is correct. In verses 
1-3 Paul indicates that Christians need to let love, not 
knowledge, be the deciding factor in such issues. 
Knowledge has the tendency to make people proud. 
Love has the tendency to help people be considerate of 
others and “builds up” the church. And further, love 
indicates “one is known by” God. For Paul, the issue is 
submitting knowledge to love.

Based on this submission, Paul sets forth the impli­
cations. In verses 4-6 Paul agrees with those who know 
nothing is wrong with eating meat sacrificed to idols. 
He agrees with them that an “idol has no real exis­

Early controversy
By Thomas Vinson

A naive young man stood in the 
art gallery criticizing the Mona 
Lisa. ‘"Young man,” said the admin­
istrator, “the Mona Lisa is not on 
trial, you are.” His critical spirit 
said more about himself than any­
thing else. The same is true of the 
critics of the Lord Jesus (Mark 2:1- 
3:6). The conflict with evil moves 
from the wilderness to the city as 
Jesus begins His spiritual invasion 
of the well fortified domain of reli­
gious misinterpretation.

Mark selects five confrontations 
to illustrate the rising level of oppo­
sition which Jesus encounters. Like 
a stalker, the adherents to legalistic 
religion dog his every step. The good 
news he brings challenges the 
drudgery of the law. His authority 
threatens the Scribes. His concern 
and compassion for people tears at 
the tradition of putting law above 
human need. Hammered out on the 
anvil of confrontation, Jesus’ min­
istry takes on a five fold focus.

Ministry of forgiveness — 
w. 1-12

Jesus’ reception back in 
Capernaum was enthusiastic. The 
pronouncement of the forgiveness of 
the sins of the paralytic caused the 
critical eyes of the Pharisees to 
squint with disapproval. They did a 
masterful job of thinking logically to 
the wrong conclusion. They were 

right in declaring, “only God can 
forgive sins” (v. 7). They were tragi­
cally wrong in failing to recognize 
that the One before them was God. 
His introduction of the term “Son of 
Man” (v. 10) had obvious Messianic 
overtones (Daniel 7:13). Blindly 
these teachers thought forgiveness 
could only come through what 
McKenna calls “the rut of their ritu­
al.”

Ministry of hope — w. 13-17
Levi would probably have won 

the “most hated man in Galilee” 
contest. He had amassed wealth by 
bleeding his own people. Spiritually 
and socially he was a loser. Just as 
Michelangelo saw potential in raw 
marble, so Jesus saw potential in 
this unrefined tax collector. This 
should give us all hope. Peter could 
go back to fishing if things got bad, 
but Matthew was walking away 
from a lucrative job and burning his 
bridges behind him. Who are the 
hated, hopeless classes to which 
Jesus wants us to bring a ministry7 
ofhope?

Ministry of Joy — w. 18-22
Because of Pharisaical abuse, 

fasting had lost its original meaning 
and their religion had lost its joy.

tence” (v. 4) and there “is only one God” (v. 6). He fur­
ther states there is no spiritual benefit from food 
because “food will not commend us to God” (v. 8). The 

conclusion is that Paul 
knows there is nothing 
wrong with eating meat 
sacrificed to an idol.

Paul’s “however” (v. 7) 
introduces another matter. 
There were church mem­
bers who did not know 

there was only one God. Therefore, eating meat sacri­
ficed to an idol meant worshiping that god. They saw 
the practice as wrong because of their background or 
level of spiritual maturity. Paul implies that what is 
right for one Christian is not right for another. How is 
such conflict of opinions resolved?

Implementing a principle — w. 9-13
Paul resolves this conflict by addressing those who 

see nothing wrong with eating meat sacrificed to idols. 
He warns them not to let this “liberty of yours somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak” (v. 9). He fur­
ther suggests those who see nothing wrong with eating 
sacrificed meat are responsible for destroying the weak 
(v. 11). He even adds that by sinning against a weaker 
person in this way they are sinning against Christ (v. 
12). Paul’s principle is clear: each Christian needs to be 
concerned about their opinions and conduct upon the 
spiritual life of other Christians.

The principle applied
How can Christians apply this principle? Ask your­

self a basic question. Do I have any habit, amusement, 
or practice that would cause another Christian to stum­
ble? The local church can ask the same question about 
opinionated issues: Is what we are doing causing some­
one to stumble? And the list could go on. But remember 
three things: (1) Every person has an opinion on issues 
and opinions will clash; (2) knowledge must submit to 
love; and (3) do not cause someone to stumble. If a 
Christian does, he/she sins against Christ. □ — Brian 
Courtney is pastor of First Church. Sneedville.

Bible Book Series for April 23 
Focal Passage: Mark 2:1 - 3:6

Jesus’ analogy* of the “bridegroom” 
introduces the note of jubilation. To 
put on a mask of mourning in the 
presence of the bridegroom was 
totally inappropriate. There will be 
a legitimate time for fasting after 
the bridegroom is gone (v. 20). 
Perhaps this is a veiled announce­
ment of his forthcoming death.

Ministry7 of grace — w. 23-28
The Pharisees are lurking behind 

every blade of grain. Jesus uses an 
illustration from the Old Testament 
(vv. 25-26) to show that their nar­
row interpretation of the Sabbath 
blurred God’s intention. The 
Sabbath was meant to benefit not 
deprive man of well being and 
health.

Ministry of mercy — ch. 3:1-6
Jesus further escalates the con­

troversy by healing this man on the 
Sabbath. By implication Jesus is 
saying that if he failed to heal the 
man, even though it was the 
Sabbath, he would be doing evil (v. 
4). This lesson should challenge us 
to emulate our Lord by allowing our 
ministry to others to be character­
ized by forgiveness, hope, joy, grace, 
and mercy. □ — Thomas Vinson is 
pastor of Leawood Church, Memphis.
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k global/national nev^s briefs
Arkansas director
Don Moore announces 
retirement plans
Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Don 
Moore, 62, executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Conventin since 1982, has an- 
nouned his plans to retire by 
Feb. 29, 1996. Moore made the 
announcement March 30 to the 
ABSC executive board operat­
ing committee, which will 
serve as the search committee 
for his successor.

Looking toward the future, 
he said, “I can’t help but have 
some good hopes but I think 
the tendency toward indepen­
dent churches will create some 
difficult times. I feel that 98 
percent of our churches desper­
ately need the assistance the 
state convention can give and 
that we need to be careful to 
not structure denominational 
life around the few mega­
churches that are self-con­
tained.”

Operating committee chair­
man Billy Kite, director of mis­
sions for Ashley Association, 
will chair the search commit­
tee seeking Moore’s successor. 
Nominations for the position of 
executive director may be 
mailed to Kite at P.O. Box 
1184, Crossett, AR 71635. Kite 
requested that full biographi­
cal sketches be included with 
each nomination. □

Pastor in Missouri 
withdraws nomination 
by S.C. college
Baptist Press

ANDERSON, S.C. — A Mis­
souri pastor withdrew at the 
last moment after he was 
named the unanimous choice 
of a six-member search com­
mittee for the president of An­
derson College, a Baptist 
school in Anderson, S.C.

The college’s search commit­
tee was to meet in special ses­
sion April 4 with Gary E. Park­
er, pastor of First Church, Jef­
ferson City, Mo., as the nomi­
nee. His last-minute withdraw­
al left the committee without a 
candidate.

The committee had enthusi­
astically selected Parker from 
more than 80 candidates. 
When other trustees received 
his resume a week before the 
meeting, however, opposition 
developed.

“But it was only one or two, 
one especially,” Jack Eilenburg 
of Anderson, vice chairman of 
trustees and the search com­
mittee, told the Baptist Couri­
er, newsjournal of the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention. 
Parker said he was aware of 

the opposition but it was “so 
intense” that it would have af­
fected his administration.

Wayne Dickard, pastor of 
Southside Church, Greer, and 
a second-year trustee, told the 
Courier he was opposed to 
Parker. “He is not conserva­
tive,” Dickard said. □

CSI reports answers 
to couple's death 
due in two months
Baptist Press

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — 
Results of the investigation 
into the deaths of the Southern 
Baptist couple serving in 
Khabarovsk, Russia, will not 
be released for at least two 
months.

That’s the opinion of a Coop­
erative Services International 
(CSI) representative who was 
in Russia recently to expedite 
return of the bodies.

The couple, Chu Hon and 
Kei Wal Yi, were found dead in 
their Russian apartment on 
March 28 by local police. At 
that time they reported that 
Yi, 60, had sustained several 
blows to his head and Mrs. Yi, 
59, had been strangled.

The Yis had served in 
Khabarovsk since June 1993. 
He was a retired cardiologist 
who had received local acclaim 
for his work with the Kha­
barovsk Medical Institute, 
where he taught in conjunction 
with an exchange program 
sponsored by CSI, a Southern 
Baptist aid organization. 
There was no sign of forced en­
try and it appears robbery was 
not the motive. □

Study shows majority 
of adult baptisms 
are rebaptisms
Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA — More than 60 
percent of adults baptized in 
Southern Baptist Convention 
churches in 1993 had been 
baptized before, according to a 
nationwide scientific survey by 
the SBC Home’Mission Board.

Further, of those who were 
rebaptized, 35.8 percent were 
receiving their second immer­
sion in a Southern Baptist 
church. Overall, rebaptism of 
Southern Baptists accounted 
for one of every five baptisms 
reported in the 1993 church 
year.

The study raises questions 
about the common practice of 
using baptism statistics as a 
measure of evangelism effec­
tiveness, its authors say.

The research, reported in “A 
Study of Adults Baptized in 
Southern Baptist Churches, 
1993,” was conducted by the

Baptists go for ‘real gold’ at Pan Am Games in Argentina
Argentine Baptists Gabriela Ferreyra, left, and Zulema Arias, right, practice English lyrics to a song 
they later performed during an evangelistic outreach at the recent Pan American Games in Mar del 
Plata, Argentina. Southern Baptist volunteer Leonard Smith from Fort Worth, Texas, “coaches” 
them on their English. Smith was among a team of Texas Baptist volunteers who helped Argentine 
Baptists and Foreign Mission Board missionaries in Baptist outreach at the games. At least 60 peo­
ple accepted Christ, including some affiliated with the Cuban delegation, as a result of the effort- 
Photo by Betty Poor

HMB research division in coop­
eration with the HMB evange­
lism section. The primary pur­
pose of the study was “to ex­
amine those influences that 
lead a person to a decision to 
follow Jesus Christ.” □

Program featuring 
Tony Evans airs 
on Baptists' Family Net 
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Tony Evans, one of the nation’s 
most popular and influential 
African American preachers, 
can now be seen and heard 
every week on FamilyNet. 
Name of the 30-minute weekly 
program is “The Alternative 
with Dr. Tony Evans.” Viewers 
should check local listings for 
time and channel number.

FamilyNet is the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission broadcast televi­
sion service that reaches into 
more than 65 million homes. 
The RTVC also operates 
ACTS, a cable television ser­
vice that reaches into almost 
23 million homes. □

Missionary Herring 
dies at 90; served 
with Lottie Moon
Baptist Press

TAYLORS, S.C. — An early 
Southern Baptist missionary 
to China, who narrowly es­
caped death during the com­
munist takeover in 1948, died 
April 7 in Taylors, S.C.

James Alexander Herring, 

90, was the son of David Wells 
and Alice Rea Herring, South­
ern Baptist missionaries to 
China, 1885 to 1929, and con­
temporaries of famed Southern 
Baptist missionary Lottie 
Moon.

He and his wife, the fomer 
Nan Trammell, of Belton, S.C., 
started serving in China in 
1935. When the communist 
revolution began in 1948 Her­
ring escaped with two other 
missionaries from work in an 
interior city to Tenchow, only 
to come under heavy shelling 

'from communist forces.
The trio took shelter in the 

compound of the Roman 
Catholic mission. After a shell 
exploded outside their room, 
they emerged to find the wall 
pocked by shrapnel where Her- 
ring had been sitting. The 
holes traced the outline of his 
body — he had escaped un­
harmed. Three days later, a 
mule cart carried them into 
nationalist-controlled territory.

Herring and his wife waited 
to re-enter China and finally 
served in Taiwan from 1957- 
70, when he retired.

Memorials may be made to 
the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board, P.O. Box 6767, 
Richmond, Va. 23230. □

Oklahoman elected 
president of state 
Baptist foundations 
Baptist Press

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — 
Robert L. Ross was elected 
president of the Association of 
Baptist Foundations (ABF), 
which met March 26-28 here.

Ross, president of the Baptist 
Foundation of Oklahoma since 
1986, has served as president­
elect for two years.

The meeting dealt with po­
tential accessibility to financial 
interactive databases and 
high-tech channels that will 
enhance foundation work. 
Some channels are already be­
ing used. □

FMB marks milestones 
in mission personnel 
Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. — The 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board sent out a record 
number of 545 people in 1994 
as missionaries.

Appointments at a Decem­
ber appointment service set 
the 1994 appointment record 
and helped push the board’s to­
tal mission force beyond 4,000 
for the first time.

The 545 total, which broke 
the 1993 mark of 498, includes 
255 career and associate mis­
sionary appointments and a 
record 290 two-year Interna­
tional Service Corps (ISC) 
workers and journeymen. The 
255 career appointment total 
was the highest in seven years; 
the record was set in 1985 with 
304. The two-year worker total 
topped the 1993 record of 275.

In April 1994 the overseas 
missionary force topped 4,000 
for the first time in its 150- 
year history and stands at 
4,108, according to the latest 
available figures. That in­
cludes 3,518 career and associ­
ate missionaries and 590 two- 
year workers. □
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