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In Nairobi Kenya

Thousands accept Christ during massive crusade
By Linda Lawson 
For Baptist Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — As in­
dividuals and in small groups 
and massive crowds, Kenyans 
in recent days have heard 
clearly and repeatedly, “There 
is hope” in Jesus Christ.

Since early June, leaders of 
100 Baptist churches in the 
greater Nairobi area — helped 
by 500 Southern Baptist vol­
unteers and Foreign Mission 
Board missionaries, staff, and 
trustees — have conducted an 
intensive evangelism effort in 
east Africa’s largest city.

The emotional and visual fo­
cus of the six-week Greater 
Nairobi Evangelistic Crusade 
in and around the Kenya capi­
tal city was a five-day open-air 
revival meeting in a d wntown 
park. About 100,000 people — 
including Kenya President 
Daniel arap Moi — attended 
its final service.

Teams now have begun fol­
lowing up thousands of people 
who have indicated a desire to 
become Christians. The teams 
will work to organize and 
strengthen new churches re­
sulting from the crusade.

Final figures likely won’t be 
available until the end of July, 
but will likely reveal 10,000 to 
12,000 individual responses to 
the Gospel and about 100 new 

Baptist churches established 
during the crusade.

Early records from the cru­
sade show 50 new churches 
started in the city and 50 more 
in three adjoining associations, 
said missionary Clay Coursey.

Kenyan and Southern Bap­
tist leaders believe the project 
will have lasting effects on 
Baptist work in Nairobi and 
surrounding communities.

The project incorporated 
training, evangelism, and fol­
low-up phases in an effort to 
move the Baptist Convention 
of Kenya toward its goal of 
tripling the number of church­
es from 2,000 to 6,000 by the 
year 2000. In Nairobi alone, 
about 5,300 people made pro­
fessions of faith in street wit­
nessing and in mini-rallies at 
21 locations during the three 
weeks leading up to the revival 
in Uhuru Park.

During the week of the June 
28-July 2 crusade, 514 people 
prayed to become Christians. 
More decisions were registered 
the week of July 3 as Kenya 
Baptists and Southern Baptist 
volunteers followed up on re­
sponses. Volunteer Jimmy 
Draper, president of the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board and 
honorary crusade chairman, 
noted cards were filled out on 
most people who made profes­
sions of faith.

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD President Jimmy Draper 
witnesses one-on-one with a Kenyan man in the Nairobi neighbor­
hood of Kajole. About 5,300 people made professions of faith dur­
ing the Greater Nairobi Evangelistic Crusade Draper served as 
honorary chairman of the crusade. — Photo by Roy Burroughs

The dawnto’. n crusade 
drew several thousand each of 
the first four days. President 
Moi attended on July 2 and 
hosted a two-hour worship ser­
vice that morning for govern­

Committee seeks missions director
Nominations for director of the Missions Department, Ten-! 

nessee Baptist Convention, will be received through Sept. 15.
Nominations should be sent to the State Missions Director 

Search Committee, TBC, P. O. Box 728, Brentwood. Tenn. 
37024.

Wendell Boertje, Knoxville, is chairman. All nominations 
will be reviewed carefully by the committee. □

ment officials, Kenyan Baptist 
leaders, and Southern Baptists 
at his official residence in 
Nairobi. Moi is a professing 
Christian and a member of the 
— See Thousands, page 2

MOVING? Cut cut and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728. Brentwood, Tenn..

Celebration
These ladies from 
Zion Hill Church, 
Turtletown, dressed 
in attire similar to 
what their ancestors 
wore 150 years ago 
to mark the church's 
sesquicentennial. 
From left, are, Betty 
Collins, Glouretta 
Hughes, Janet Swal­
lows, and Carolyn 
Hughes. Many other 
churches across the 
state are celebrating 
significant anniver­
saries this summer. 
For more about Zion 
Hill and others, see 
pages 6-7. — Photo 
by Lonnie Wilkey

Regular Bible readers report 
higher satisfaction, study shows
Associated Baptist Press

NEW YORK — People who 
read their Bibles, attend 
church, and value their rela­
tionship with God are more 
satisfied with their lives than 
those who don’t, according to a 
recent survey commissioned by 
the American Bible Society.

According to the study, 
most Americans are either 
very satisfied (53 percent) or 
somewhat satisfied (40 per­
cent) with their overall quality 
of life. However, people who 
prioritize spiritual and moral 
values are more likely to be 
“very satisfied” with their lives 
than those who don’t read the 
Bible, attend church, or priori­
tize moral living.

Fifty-eight percent of re­
spondents who read the Bible 
at least once a week reported 
being very satisfied with life, 
compared to 49 percent of 
those who read the Bible less 
than once a year. Fifty-nine 
percent of those who attend 
church once or more a week re­
ported high satisfaction, com­
pared to 46 percent who don’t 
attend church.

The study also revealed 
that people who prioritize 
their relationship with God 
reported higher satisfaction 
with their family (72 to 64 per­
cent), friends (70 to 61 per­
cent), job (40 to 33 percent), 
physical condition (35 to 32 
percent), and financial situa­
tion (27 to 21 percent). □
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For Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Declaring the First 
Amendment “does not convert our schools 
into religion-free zones,” President Bill 
Clinton announced an initiative by his ad­
ministration to provide guidelines on reli­
gious expression to every public school 
district in the country before the start of 
the fall term.

While the president did not express an 
opinion on a proposed “religious equality 
amendment,” administration officials said 
after Clinton’s July 12 speech he opposes 
such a proposal.

In a 39-minute speech on the state of 
religious, liberty in the country, Clinton 
said some school officials and parents 
mistakenly believe the Constitution “for­
bids any religious expression at all in 
public schools” and some Americans be­
lieve the government has an “anti-reli­
gious bias.

“I am deeply trou­
bled that so many 
Americans feel that 
their faith is threat­
ened by the mecha­
nisms that are de­
signed to protect their 
faith,” he said, accord­
ing to a transcript of 
his speech.

“Americans feel
that instead of celebrating their love for 
God in public, they’re being forced to hide 
their faith behind closed doors. That’s 
wrong. But some Americans have been de­
nied the right to express their religion, 
and that has to stop.

“When the First Amendment is in­
voked as an obstacle to private expres­
sion of religion it is being misused,” he 
said. “It’s especially important that par­
ents feel confident that their children can 
practice religion. Wherever and whenev­
er the religious rights of children are 
threatened or suppressed we must move
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Thousands
— Continued from page 1 
African Inland Church.

Attendance in many partici­
pating churches tripled during 
the preliminary phases of the 
project, said missionary Jack 
Yates. Four days into the cru­
sade on Sunday, July 2, many 
churches began holding two 
services for the first time in 
their history to accommodate 
the crowds.

Draper said he thinks “the 
follow-up will be incredible.”

With his wife, Carol Ann, 
and other volunteers, Draper 
worked three days during cru­
sade week in the middle-class 
Nairobi neighborhood of Kay- 
ole. He walked the streets wit­
nessing and conducting daily 
noontime rallies with Kayole 
Church pastor Mark Owino. 
The next week they witnessed 
and led follow-up studies with 
new Christians in Kibera, a 
sprawling slum.

In 1990, Draper led an 
evangelistic effort in the 
coastal city of Mombasa, where 
more than 50,000 people re­
sponded to evangelistic wit­
ness during mass rallies and 
crusades. “This has been so 

quickly to correct it.”
While he called the occasions rare, 

Clinton acknowledged some students 
have been prevented from reading the 
Bible silently in study hall, some stu­
dents have been stopped while praying 
over lunch, and some student religious 
organizations have been prohibited dis- 
criminatorily from publicizing their 
meetings.

Under the First Amendment, the presi­
dent said, the following religious expres­
sions are allowed in schools: Private prayer 
by students; individual prayers over lunch; 
at times, students praying together aloud; 
equal treatment of student religious clubs; 
individual reading of the Bible or other re­
ligious books; teaching about religion; stu­
dent expression of religious beliefs in 
homework and class presentations; the 
right to distribute religious literature; the 
right to wear T-shirts with religious mes­

Wherever and whenever the religious 
rights of children are threatened or sup­
pressed we must move quickly to correct it.

— President Bill Clinton

sages if shirts with other messages are al­
lowed; and values advocacy.

The president should be commended 
“for his willingness to wade into the de­
bate about the proper role of religion in 
the schools,” said James A. Smith, the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion’s director of government relations. 
“He should also be commended for giving 
a quite eloquent defense of the importance 
of religious liberty. It’s obvious that he 
holds strong convictions about religious 
liberty and that he is personally conver­
sant with the subject.

accept Christ during massive ...

PREACHING TO THOUSANDS in Nairobi’s Uhuru Park as part of the Greater Nairobi Evangelistic 
Crusade is Ed F. Johnson, at right in pulpit, a pastor from Greenwood, S.C., through interpreter An­
drew Puli, left. The final service of the five day crusade on July 2 drew about 100,000 people, in­
cluding Kenya President Daniel arap Moi.

different,” he said. “Here it has 
been one or two (decisions) at a 
time” in the neighborhoods.

Still, “Kenyans are so re­
sponsive,” he added. “They’re 
hungry to know the truth.

They believe there’s one God. 
Too many just don’t know who 
he is.”

Samson Kisia, chairman of 
the Baptist Convention of 
Kenya, said the major purpose

rights guides
“That’s not something that can be said 

about most of the GOP presidential candi­
dates,” Smith stated.

“We must also recognize that the 
speech is part of a larger attempt to reha­
bilitate the president’s image among evan­
gelicals and social conservatives who are 
deeply troubled about this administra­
tion’s advocacy of radical social policies, 
especially in the area of abortion and ho­
mosexuality,” said Smith, who attended 
the speech at the White House’s invita­
tion.

It was the third speech in a week Clin­
ton had given on values in the American 
culture.

The directive Clinton announced in­
structs Secretary of Education Richard Ri­
ley and Attorney General Janet Reno to 
inform all school districts about the ad­
ministration’s interpretation of the status 
of permissible religious expression in pub­

lic schools, including 
interpretations of the 
Equal Access Act, 
which provides reli­
gious clubs with the 
same access to school 
facilities as secular 
clubs. His directive is 
based largely on a joint 
document released in 
April by such organiza­
tions as the American

Jewish Congress, Baptist Joint Commit­
tee, Christian Legal Society, American 
Civil Liberties Union, National Associa­
tion of Evangelicals, and National Council 
of Churches.

In a prepared statement from staff 
members who attended the speech, the 
Baptist Joint Committee said, ‘"Education 
is the key. The president’s speech today 
elevates the public discussion of these 
matters to the highest levels and will re­
sult in greater public awareness of an ap­
preciation for our first freedom — reli­
gious liberty.” □ 

S

was to start new churches and 
gain new members, which has 
been successful. Also, he not­
ed, the project was to enhance 
the image of Baptists in 
Kenya. □
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Jewish evangelism conference
held within sight off Bethlehem
By Mike Creswell 
For Baptist Press

JERUSALEM — Reach 
Jews for Jesus?

The very question can start 
arguments, especially in 
Jerusalem, the Holy City 
which will celebrate the third 
milennium of its existence lat­
er this year.

But Jewish evangelism was 
a passionate topic when about 
175 evangelists, pastors, teach­
ers, and other church workers 
from six continents met here in 
late June. They attended the 
Fifth International Conference 
on Jewish Evangelism held by 
the Lausanne Consultation on 
Jewish Evangelism.

The conference is a branch 
of the larger Lausanne Com­
mittee for World Evangeliza­
tion which encourages Chris­
tians to evangelize the world.

They met without incident 

at a hotel conference center 
within sight of the village of 
Bethlehem, though organizers 
prepared for potential protests. 
Little publicized to avoid at­
tracting local attention, the 
conference was the first held in 
Israel since such meetings be­
gan in 1980.

Half a dozen Southern Bap­
tist representatives in Israel 
took part.

Conference participants 
heard some three dozen papers 
on topics related to Jewish 
evangelism. Some contrasted 
first century church life and 
New Testament teachings with 
today’s scene, especially in Is­
rael, where Messianic Jews 
who follow Christ are growing 
steadily. About 40 Messianic 
Jewish congregations across 
Israel now have several thou­
sand members.

Many believers of Jewish 
background say they are trying 

to be true to New Testament 
teachings as they maintain a 
distinctively Jewish identity 
while following Jesus, or 
‘"Yeshua,” as they call him in 
Hebrew.

Among their distinctives: 
They use the word “congrega­
tion” instead of “church”; wor­
ship on Saturdays, mostly in 
homes; and avoid denomina­
tional labels. They have only a 
loose affiliation among them­
selves and most lean toward 
charismatic worship styles.

Only a few members follow 
Jewish dietary laws, but most 
observe Jewish holidays with a 
New Testatment interpreta­
tion reflecting Jesus’ influence.

Jewish evangelism has be­
come a global phenomenon. A 
conference statement, adopted 
with only one abstention, re­
joiced at the growth of Jewish 
evangelistic efforts in South 
Africa, Russia, and Asia. □

Ceiling of Memphis church 
sanctuary collapses; no one hurt
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — The ceiling of the sanctuary of Audubon 
Church here caved in June 6 causing about $300,000 worth 
of damage.

Luckily, no one was in the room, reported Tom Huis, min­
ister of education, because they would have been hurt. It 
happened either Tuesday night or Wednesday morning.

The arched ceiling was damaged by thunder and a nearby 
lightning strike during a storm, the church’s insurance com­
pany, Preferred Risk, determined. A construction company 
has begun repair work, which will take about four months, 
reported Huis.

He suggested churches check their insurance policies to 
determine if they include coverage for a collapse and if that 
coverage is limited to storm damage, as Audubon’s was. Huis 
advised churches to add insurance to cover metal fatigue or 
structural problems.

The church also has learned that the ceiling design is not 
uncommon for church’s built during the early 1970s. It was a 
one inch plaster ceiling which weighs eight pounds per 
square foot, the reason pews were damaged in the collapse, 
Huis added. Audubon moved into the sanctuary in 1969.

Worship services are being held in the church’s Family 
Life Center, Huis said. □

WMCs still key 
after 51 years 
Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — For 51 
years World Missions Con­
ferences have succeeded in 
putting faces on the world­
wide ministries of the 
Southern Baptist Conven­
tion.

But the best is yet to 
come for the WMC concept, 
predicts Myra Book of the 
Home Mission Board staff.

“It continues to be the 
best tool Southern Baptists 
have in telling our mission 
story,” Book said. “WMCs 
show how Southern Bap­
tists are working together 
in taking the Good News of 
Jesus Christ to the world.”

World Missions Confer­
ences were held in 161 asso­
ciations (including nine in 
Tennessee) in 1994, with 
3,344 churches, and more 
than 824,000 people partici­
pating in the program, 
which originated as Schools 
of Missions in 1944. Last 
year’s WMCs also produced 
228 professions of faith and 
322 commitments to mis­
sions involvement at home 
and abroad. Among other 
things WMCs provide 
Southern Baptists personal 
contact with their mission­
aries and stresses the bibli­
cal basis of missions.

WMCs are a joint effort 
of the Home and Foreign 
Mission boards, Woman’s 
Missionary Union, Brother­
hood Commission, and state 
conventions. □

WMU expands product line with CBF-related supplements
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
announced July 12 it will pro­
duce “missions education sup­
plements” for the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship.

The supplements, according 
to WMU, will “accompany se­
lected existing WMU materials 
for churches wanting to study 
the work of missionaries ap­
pointed by the Foreign and 
Home Mission boards and the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship.”

The announcement came a 
week before the CBF’s annual 
general assembly July 19-22 in 
Fort Worth, Texas — and less 
than a month after the South­
ern Baptist Convention formal­
ly added an affirmation of 
WMU to the sweeping denomi­
national restructuring adopted 
June 20 in Atlanta.

WMU’s decision to produce 
the new materials, to be avail­
able for every age level by ear­
ly 1996, follows actions adopt­
ed by its executive board in 
January 1993, one of which 
states WMU will “produce re­
sources for Southern Baptist 
groups involved in missions at 
their request.” The board reaf­
firmed that decision during its 
June 17 meeting in Atlanta.

According to Dellanna 
O’Brien, WMU executive direc­
tor, the decision to publish ma­
terials for churches affiliated 
with CBF, an organization of 
Baptist moderates opposed to 
the SBC’s conservative leader­
ship, falls in the same category 
of WMU production of a Mis­

sion Friends product for Kore­
an Baptist churches. WMU has 
been and continues to be in­
volved in negotiations with 
several Baptist groups in 
North America about the pro­
duction of tailor-made mis­
sions education resources, ac­
cording to the WMU announce­
ment July 12.

“We are aware that our de­
cision to produce materials in 
cooperation with the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship will 
concern some Southern Bap­
tists,” O’Brien said. “But we 
hope and pray that all South­
ern Baptists will see this deci­
sion as the fulfillment of our 
commitment to meet the needs 
of local Southern Baptist 
churches.

Morris H. Chapman, presi­
dent of the SBC Executive 
Committee, voiced a different 
assessment in a July 12 state­
ment: “This announcement is 
astonishing. In light of WMU’s 
strong appeal to have its loyal­
ty to the SBC recognized in the 
restructuring report adopted 
just last month in Atlanta, I 
am disappointed. The decision 
of the national WMU leader­
ship to customize materials in 
support of the work of the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship 
— the Southern Baptist Con­
vention’s most vocal critic — 
will be regretted throughout 
the SBC.”

O’Brien noted in the WMU 
announcement that churches 
wanting these new materials 
would have to specifically or­
der them. “No church or indi­
vidual will receive these 
materials unless requested,” 

she said.
“In addition,” she continued, 

“our magazines, including our 
new Missions Mosaic, along 
with Dimension, Accent, 
Aware, Discovery, GA World, 
Share and Start, will include 
information about Foreign and 
Home Mission board-appointed 
missionaries only.” The supple­
ments, she explained, will be 
designed to accompany WMU’s 
coed missions education mate­
rials, which like the periodicals 
named above, center on the 
work of FMB and HMB mis­
sionaries. Churches wanting to 
include the CBF-related infor­
mation in their missions edu­
cation programs would have 
to order the coed materials and 
the supplements in order to 
have a blended plan, she said.

“Again, churches or individ­
uals who normally order our 
coed materials will not receive 
the supplements unless they 
specifically ordered them,” 
O’Brien stressed.

Home Mission Board Presi­
dent Larry’ Lewis said July 12, 
“I discussed this issue with Dr. 
O’Brien by telephone yester­
day and expressed my desire 
again that WMU would contin­
ue its historic role of support­
ing only the two Southern Bap­
tist mission boards. She did in­
dicate the new line of materi­
als will be generic missions 
study materials which could be 
used by any group desiring to 
support Christian missionar­
ies.

“She said the generic mate­
rials could be customized for a 
group like the Cooperative 
Baptist. Fellowship. However, 

Dr. O’Brien assured me the 
customized materials will not 
appear in any publications 
which SBC churches routinely 
receive from WMU.”

Lewis also said, “WMU has 
also assured us that none of 
the funds which the Home 
Mission Board sends to WMU 
will be used to support devel­
opment of the generic or cus­
tomized materials.”

FMB President Jerry Ran­
kin was in South America vis­
iting with missionaries and 
was unavailable for comment 
July 12. Spokesman David 
Button said the FMB did not 
have a response to the WMU 
action “at this time.”

WMU’s willingness to help 
Southern Baptist groups — 
and other evangelical groups 
— in producing missions edu­
cation materials grows out of 
its desire to encourage and 
equip individuals to share the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ,” said 
O'Brien and WMU President 
Carolyn Miller.

Miller noted that “our effort 
is to win the world for Christ,” 
adding that “Southern Bap­
tists cannot do it alone. We 
need to recognize that we 
share the responsibility with 
other evangelicals.”

O’Brien agreed. “The For­
eign Mission Board has led us 
to see that we can and we 
must partner with other evan­
gelical groups to fulfill the 
Great Commission. In this day 
when millions die without 
knowing the offer Christ 
makes for eternal life, we must 
find new and more inclusive 
ways of sharing the Gospel." J
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Assures family, therapist
Your children aren't possessed; they're teens

By Charles Willis 
For Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — The 
most emotionally intense ages 
of adolescence — 13 to 15 — 
may lead some parents to won­
der if their children are pos­
sessed by evil forces, a child 
and family therapist joked 
with music ministers and their 
spouses during Church Music 
Leadership Week at Glorieta 
(N.M.) Baptist Conference 
Center.

“We can walk out of a hospi­
tal with a newborn child and 
not have to have any sort of li­
cense, like we do for cars and 
other things,” observed Barry 
McCarty, a therapist in private 
practice and member of South 
Main Street Church, Houston.

And while a license to steer 
teenagers might sound appeal­
ing to parents who are frus­
trated with unpredictable, un­
characteristic behavior from a 
once-loving child, church staff 
parents may well have a more 
difficult time with their teens.

Nashville Baptist on panel

Experts ponder ways to fight media violence
Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Violence in the media 
poses a crisis for America’s children, noted 
experts invited to a July 10 public policy 
forum in Nashville by Vice President Al 
Gore.

The Family Re-Union Conference, 
Gore’s fourth annual conference on chil­
dren, included thinkers, psychologists, 
lawyers, and representatives of the enter­
tainment industry.

“With only some dissent, experts agree 
there’s a link between TV violence and ag­
gressive behavior,” Gore told an audience 
of 800.

The issue of violence in media “repre­
sents a national public health problem,”

The pressures associated 
with being part of a church 
staff family can bring incredi­
ble social, emotional, spiritual, 
and intellectual pressure on a 
teen who felt the need for su­
per performance before physi­
cal and emotional changes be­
gan.

“It can make them more re­
bellious, or the rebellion may 
be put off and emerge later,” 
McCarty observed.

“Watch where they are 
stressed out,” he urged. “We 
need to cut our expectations, 
telling teenagers, "You can’t be 
perfect at everything. We want 
to take the pressure off you.* 
Encourage them to choose one 
area in which to excel, and if 
other things can be done with 
enjoyment, continue those 
without the pressure to be per­
fect. We have to model that 
too,” he added.

Among factors affecting 
teens, according to McCarty, 
are:

■ hormones going crazy, 
coupled with tremendous 

said Jerry Hickson, a Nashville pedia­
trician and member of Woodmont 
Church, who sat on a panel discussing 
how to protect children in a free society.

“We tend as a society to focus on por­
trayed acts of violence” on television, in 
music, and in movies, Hickson said, 
adding he is more concerned about the ef­
fects of a “general and systematic lack of 
respect for the individual” in all kinds of 
media.

Some media messages portray humans 
as objects for pleasure while others view 
them only as consumers, Hickson said. 
“It’s all part of the same process that the 
media has not done the job we ought to do 
in promoting the value of the individual 
and respect for authority.”

physical growth.
■ intense feelings.
■ a radically changing body 

and self-image.
■ increased sensitivity to 

peer opinion/pressure.
■ a school format changed 

from one teacher to several, 
along with a range of different 
subjects.

■ feelings of insecurity and 
extreme self-criticism.

■ sexual thoughts that both 
frighten and excite.

■ fantasies about romance.
■ girls are already adult 

size and shape, while some 
boys are mature and others are 
clumsy.

■ in many ways, they are 
still children.

■ slights and rejections are 
a big deal.

McCarty offered suggestions 
to help harried parents survive 
their teen’s transition toward 
adulthood:

■ try not to take their 
moods personally.

■ break through their walls 
with humor and games.

■ have adult conversations.
■ treat them as adults, but 

expect them to act like chil­
dren.

■ compliment them on their 
mature moments.

■ don’t expect them to be 
part parent to younger sib­
lings.

■ think of creative ways for 
them to pay off mistakes.

■ cut them some slack; 
don’t confront every behavioral 
infraction.

■ do not give up.
“Don’t build your lives 

around your teenagers. Invest 
in peer relationships,” he 
urged. “It is important to have 
old and new friendships. Have 
dinner with another couple 
and agree not to discuss your 
children for at least two hours.

“Go for rides to get away 
from the house and the 
teenagers,” he advised. “In a 
few years they’ll be doing that 
to you.” □

Hickson said he is opposed to censor­
ship, but would favor industry sponsored 
rating systems, similar to the one used 
now for motion pictures, to help parents 
make decisions about other media mes­
sages as well. Parents must “be empow­
ered to make choices” about media vio­
lence, Hickson said. “That choice may be 
they need to deny themselves some of the 
media participation that might be harmful 
to their children.”

Panelists proposed a series of solutions 
to the problems including looking to the 
Federal Communications Commission to 
more aggressively regulate shows orient­
ed toward sex and violence and getting 
producers or advertisers to subsidize qual­
ity shows to avoid cancellation. □

Readers, help 
us celebrate; 
send us letters

Aug. 20 is a special day 
on the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention’s calendar.

That’s the day of recogni­
tion for the state paper, 
Baptist and Reflector Day.

And, while we won’t try 
to fill up the paper with 
complimentary letters, we 
do want readers to write 
brief messages of a congrat­
ulatory nature.

We think congratulations 
are in order for a paper that 
is 160 years old — that is 
significant. Write us.

The letters will be used in 
the Aug. 16 issue of the pa­
per, and Aug. 9 is the dead­
line for receiving them.

We also remind Ten­
nessee Baptists, especially 
churches not currently sub­
scribing, of a special offer.

At your request, we will 
send enough Aug. 16 papers 
for church members — to 
those churches who request 
them.

So send or call your 
request for the Aug. 16 issue, 
and plan to recognize the pa­
per on Aug. 20.

Don’t forget:
1. Baptist and Reflector 

Day for Tennessee Baptist 
churches is Aug. 20.

2. This year, 1995, is the 
160th year of the paper.

3. Write a letter for the 
Aug. 16 issue, to arrive in 
our office by Aug. 9.

4. Enjoy the special fea­
tures relating to the paper’s 
160 years, throughout the 
rest of this year.

5. Write or call about 
your need for copies of the 
Aug. 16 issue.

6. Use the papers and 
other information (from our 
office) to celebrate Baptist 
and Reflector Day. □

National WMU leaders thank Tennesseans for support
We would like to thank 

Tennessee Baptists and the 
staff of the Baptist and Re­
flector for your expressions of 
support in recent weeks. Your 
prayers, telephone calls and 
letters of encouragement, 
along with your appeals to 
members of the Program and 
Structure Study Committee 
and other Southern Baptist 
Convention leaders on our be­
half, reminded us once again 
of your love for missions and 
confidence in Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union.

We are grateful for the 
amendment to the PSSC re­
port which affirms WMU’s 
historic relationship as an 
auxiliary to the Convention 
and welcomes its continued 
contribution through prayer 

support and missions promo­
tion. Our special thanks to 
Roy Smith, executive director 
of the Baptist State Conven­
tion of North Carolina, and 
John Bisagno, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas, for presenting and en­
dorsing the amendment and 
to messengers for their nearly 
unanimous approval of it.

Events of the recent past * 
have helped rekindle the mis­
sions fire in the hearts of 
women. Evidence of this is 
the large attendance at WMU 
Week (June 24-30) at Ridge­
crest Baptist Conference Cen­
ter where 2,165 women of all 
ages responded enthusiasti­
cally to the introduction of 
our new adult organization, 
Women on Mission, and its 

magazine, Missions Mosaic, 
along with changes in our 
other age-level magazines 
and curriculum pieces.

The overwhelming affirma­
tion of Southern Baptists for 
WMU and its role in the local 
church indicates that there is 
indeed a place for WMU. We 
commit to our churches and 
the Father whom we serve, 
that we will give our best ef­
forts to producing magazines 
and other missions education 
materials that will equip all 
Southern Baptists to minister 
to a lost and hurting world.

Carolyn Miller, 
WMU National president 

Dellanna O’Brien, 
WMU executive director 

Birmingham, Ala.

Daily Partnership Missions

Partnership
Prayer Requests
JUly CANADA • MICHIGAN • POLAND

19 — Pray that Tennessee Baptists will respond well to the 
many projects available in the partnerships.

20 — Pray for the team from East LaFollette Church, LaFollette, 
as they conduct Vacation Bible School and Backyard 
Bible Clubs and do survey work in Sanford, Mich.

21 — Pray for the team from First Church, Livingston, as they 
return home from missions work in Novi, Mich.

22 —- Pray for the construction team from Grace Church, 
Knoxville, as they travel today to Kamloops, Cana­
da.

23 — Pray for Missionary Mark McNeil and his family as they 
work with Polish Baptists.

24 — Pray for the evangelism team from Loudon Association 
as they travel to Radom, Poland, today.

25 — Pray for Terry Sharp, director of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Partnership Missions Department as he 
works with our partnerships.
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Another big anniversary is coming soon
When the Southern Baptist Conven­

tion met in Atlanta last month, Ten­
nessee Baptists helped messengers and 
friends celebrate 150 years of lively min­
istry for the Lord.

We all had something about which to 
express pride, to demonstrate anew our 
allegiance to Christ, and we had heroes 
of the faith to honor.

The passing of W. Fred Kendall is an­
other reminder of our Baptist heritage. 
Dr. Kendall authored a timely history of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention for its 
centennial in 1974.

His book, A History of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention is a se­
quel to the welldone Early Ten­
nessee Baptists, written by O. W. 
Taylor and published in 1957.

Taylor, former editor of the Bap­
tist and Reflector, had reported on 
the pioneer Baptist beginning and 
subsequent growth. His book is 
filled with anecdotes and notations 
from early church days.

Kendall, in an interesting fashion, tied 
together missions and ministries of Ten­
nessee Baptists’ first hundred years.

When Tennessee Baptists have their 
125th anniversary in 1999, those years 
will be recorded in a third official Ten­
nessee Baptist history.

The Tennessee Baptist History Com­
mittee is projecting such an important 
volume and it will be met with excite­
ment. What will be said about Tennessee 
Baptists, the Volunteers?

The third volume which will take us

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
History professor: “Joe, 

what did Frederick the Great, 
Attila the Hun, and Richard 
the Lion-Hearted have in com­
mon?” Joe (arousing quickly 
from a nap): “Uh...er... They 
all three had the same middle 
name.”
Take this truth

Who is your role model? Is 
this the same person who was 
your role model two years ago? 
Five years ago?

Don’t lose faith in God be­
cause you lose faith in, or re­
spect for, one of his servants. 
Everyone is human and, there­
fore possesses “feet of clay.” 
Worship God not — his ser­
vants or spokepersons.
Memorize this Scripture

“Let no man glory in men... 
Whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas...ye are Christ’s” (I 
Corinthians 3:21,22).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me never forget 
whom I worship. Keep me 
from using anyone as a 
“crutch” in shunning responsi­
bility for my own actions. □

through the 20th century, must bridge 
the centuries, taking us into A. D. 2000.

And since the Baptist and Reflector is 
in its 160th year, Tennessee Baptists will 
be reminded of the major role the paper 
and its editors have played in convention 
growth since before the convention began 
in 1874. A series of features may be de­
veloped into our own history. It is a wor­
thy project. We too have heroes.

A quantum leap has propelled the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention into a 
world vastly more complex and indiffer­

ent than the world faced by the 
frontier Baptists of 1874 — or 
even the modern volunteers of 
1974.

Since Dr. Kendall’s book was 
published, Tennessee Baptists 
have sent thousands of short­
term missionaries to a score of 
foreign lands, to our sister state 
of Michigan, and to a partner­
ship network with six foreign na­

tions on five continents.
There are more churches and many 

more baptisms. Surging Cooperative Pro­
gram giving has helped strengthen Bap­
tist ministries in Tennessee and around 
the world — as Southern Baptists have 
answered God’s call to missions and 
evangelism.

Of course a story that will fill the 
many pages of an action-packed book 
cannot be told in this short space.

But it is true that any story of Ten­
nessee Baptists must be told in grand 
style, and it must be interesting enough

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

Children and aggression
Most parents 

are at sometime 
concerned about 
the aggressive­
ness of their chil­
dren.

I would like to 
take some time today to think 
about what triggers aggres­
sion in children and how par­
ents can teach their children 
to effectively deal with aggres­
sive tendencies.

We live in an aggressive 
age. The TV, movies, and al­
most all segments of society 
encourage us to be aggressive.

Perhaps it would be wise to 
distinguish between aggres­
sion and assertiveness again.

Simply stated, aggressive­
ness is when I demand your 
space and assertiveness is 
when I demand my own space.

Parents may be guilty of 
triggering aggression in their 
children by reinforcement.

If the child gets his own 
way or gets what he wants by 
aggression, the parent is rein­
forcing the behavior.

I am afraid that some of 
what we do with our children 
reinforces the belief that nice 
guys finish last.

Some aggression is trig­
gered by frustration.

When the path to some goal 
or desired destination is 
blocked, aggression may be

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

the expected result.
Children frustrated by 

their inability to perform 
tasks can become aggressive.

A child who wants to play 
ball with big brother may re­
act in an unhealthy form of 
aggression to compensate for 
his inability to do so.

Another real trigger 
for aggression is imita­
tion. Young children 
especially play the 
“monkey see, monkey 
do” game.

Parents who resort 
to aggression or even 
brag about their ag­
gressiveness may be 
triggering the aggression that 
they see in their child.

TV may be one of the lead­
ing triggers of aggression in 
children.

A study done in Boston a 
few years ago followed 427 
children and found that the 
best predictor of aggressive 
behavior in adolescents was 
the amount of violence and 
aggression that they watched 
on TV as a child.

Admittedly this is correla­

BARKLEY

to capture the hearts and awaken the 
dreams of us all.

A story that will survive “the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune” must 
emphasize the grand scheme of God at 
work in Tennessee — but it must also 
tell about our weaknesses.

Where we erred, let the truth be 
known. Where we exalted Christ by 
planting churches, building congrega­
tions, discipling Christians, and crossing 
frontiers old and new — let it be told.

From the exciting days when those pi­
oneers marched boldly into untamed 
country and clairqed it for Christ — until 
the present when we can trace down by 
computer where unsaved people live — 
we must tell it.

Perhaps Tennessee Baptists’ story of 
this last quarter of the 20th century can 
be wrapped up with a Bold Mission 
Thrust that merits recording.

What we do before our 125th birthday, 
and before the turn to the 21st century 
could be our best years.

We do not live in an age where cow­
ards thrive. There are forces that have 
caused the world to put on a mask of 
hardness, brutality, selfishness.

What we do as Tennessee Baptists in 
the next five to ten years can have a posi­
tive influence on a world that is desper­
ate for the grace, mercy, and love of a 
Savior that is very much alive.

Shakespeare said in The Tempest that 
the past is prologue. If so, let the past of 
Tennessee Baptists show the way bright­
ly and quickly into a waiting future. □

tional data and 
may only report 
that those with 
more aggressive 
personalities 
chose to watch 
more aggressive 

TV as children and act more 
aggressively as adolescents. 
Even so the kind of TV our 
children chose to watch may 
be an indicator of the aggres­
siveness they will express.

1 would like to suggest 
three ways that parents can 

teach their children to 
properly deal with ag­
gression.

The first is by the 
example they set be­
fore their children. As 
with most lessons in 
life, the lesson is easi­
er caught than taught.

The second thing 
that parents can do is

set higher standards. Chil­
dren have an amazing way of 
either living up to or living 
down to the parents’ expecta­
tions.

The final way I would sug­
gest for parents to deal with 
aggression is to point out ap­
propriate models.

We live in a day without 
many heroes. Parents need to 
constantly be on the look-out 
for people whom they can 
point their children toward. □ 

k one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Trauma and drama

ALLEN

Most of us probably have 
had unexpected events in our 
lives that have scuttled our 
“best laid plans.”

We have reached a noble 
level of maturity when we face 
those moments unabashed and 
continue to enjoy life despite 
the handicap of dark and 
heavy' drama.

It is best not to let the trau­
ma supplant the drama of life.

All of us have written birth­
day greetings admonishing the 
honoree to “enjoy this day; it 
belongs to you,” or something 
similar.

I discov­
ered on my 
most recent 
birthday that 
that message 
is trite and 
false. First, 
the day be­
longs to God, 
as do all the days. Second, the 
day belongs, in part, to those 
events and'or people who inter­
rupt the day.

A good portion of my birth­
day three weeks ago was spent 
in a mammoth traffic jam on 
an interstate highway — 
about three hours of it.

We were headed for a family 
reunion in South Carolina, 
when we rounded a curve and 
there it was. Instead of the 
usual Great Smoky Mountains 
scenery, we spotted the longest 
line of cars we had ever seen in 
that place.

It didn’t get better for a 
long, long time. But we decided 
fuming and fidgeting wouldn't 
help. We wheeled off 1-40 and 
got a full gas tank to keep the 
car and air conditioner func­
tioning.

We survived. What a way to 
spend a birthday. I groaned to 
myself — while smiling to Bet­
ty, daughter Melody, and 
granddaughter Michaela.

Waiting for us at their home 
in Columbia, S. C, were daugh­
ter Jennifer, son-in-law Bill, 
and their boys. They greeted 
us warmly — then carefully 
told us my brother Fred was 
hospitalized in Columbia. He 
and Helen had come from Cor­
pus Christi, Texas — and be­
fore the reunion began, he had 
had a heart attack.

Let me wrap it up. While he 
was hospitalized, we had some 
great visits. God blessed in 
every conceivable way. Fred is 
at home now, recuperating. 
Yes, the birthday was at first a 
washout, but traffic jams and 
blocked arteries don’t make or 
break the day. There’s more, 
we’ll share that later. :.
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Philadelphia Church, Waynesboro, celebrates J 50 years
For Rantist and Reflector our community.” To do that, Davidson added, church Pastor Ed Gardner recognized Elliotte DavidsonFor Baptist and Reflector

WAYNESBORO — The year was 1837. To help 
some Baptists in the Philadelphia community, a 
group walked five miles through the woods from In­
dian Creek. The six people they later met wanted to 
start a church.

They did start a church and soon the small group 
was meeting in a nearby school building and eventu­
ally built their own building. More than a century 
later (1941) a 10-day tent revival was held with 40 
conversions and 19 baptisms.

Today, reported Russ Davidson, chairman of dea­
cons who presented the history at the July 2 sesqui- 
centennial celebration, the “church of brotherly love” 
is “grateful for the commitment of our forefathers 
and is striving to carry out the work of the Lord in 

our community.” To do that, Davidson added, church 
stewardship includes giving 7 percent of gifts to the 
Cooperative Program and an equal amount to Indi­
an Creek Association..

RUSS DAVID­
SON is recog­
nized for 31 
years of ser­
vice as a dea­
con by Ed 
Gardner, pas­
tor.

RECOGNIZED DURING THE 
CELEBRATION were, from 
left, Tom Madden, former 
TBC executive director from 
Murfreesboro; David Miller, 
director of missions, Indian 
Creek Association; Ed Gard­
ner, pastor; and former pas­
tors Tom Mosley, pastor of 
Bellshire Church, Nashville; 
and Harold King, associate 
pastor, First Church, Muscle 
Shoals, Ala.

Brown, who is the longest living member, Joe D. 
Brown, for serving 30 years as music director, and 
Davidson.

Tom Madden of Murfreesboro, former Tennessee 
Baptist Convention executive director, told the 
church it had cast a long shadow of influence across 
the state. □ — Connie Davis

THE ALLEY FAMILY, from left, Sheila, Darren, 
Michelle, and Jeff, wore their old fashioned style 
clothing to church.

Group from First Church, 
Nashville works in Canada

Jonesborough team of 18
does missions in Brazil

For Baptist and Reflector

Seven members of First 
Church, Nashville, traveled to 
North Vancouver, British Colum­
bia, Canada, recently to remodel a 
church building there.

The team was hosted by 
members of Westlynn Church. 
Its pastor, David Maltsberger, 
who had recently moved there 
from Texas, was motivating the 
church and the Nashville team 
saw it grow the two weeks they 
were there.

The team remodeled an area 
where offices, corridors, and bath­
rooms existed. The office of the

Korean Baptist congregation, 
which meets at the site, was 
moved to a new location. Members 
of the church helped do the work. 
A “work day” was held as well as a 
picnic.

Other activities held included a 
dinner for the association. The 
Tennesseans learned many Cana­
dian Baptists are internationals. 
They met people originally from 
China, India, and Korea. And dur­
ing the meeting they heard Alan 
Schmidt, the executive director of 
the Canadian Baptist Convention, 
speak about the work, including 
efforts at the Canadian Baptist 
seminary. □

WEARING THEIR T-SHIRTS FROM VANCOUVER are members of the 
team from Nashville, from left, E.J. Vidrine, Bob Jones, Clayton and 
Frances Jeannette, and Ethelene and Cecil Palmer. Cecil Palmer was 
team leader.

For Baptist and Reflector

Louise Deakins of 
Gray said it was sad to 
go to Brazil for the first 
time since their mission­
ary daughter, Sherry 
Akins, 47, died suddenly 
there Dec. 4.

With some emotion in 
her voice she added, 
“We’re glad we went,” re­
ferring to her and her 
husband, J.E. “I was just 
glad to have a part of the 
work that she helped to 
start.”

The couple didn’t go 
to Brazil for the funeral 
since Akins’ death was sudden. It was be­
lieved to have been related to complications 
from scleroderma, a disease that can cause 
chronic hardening of the skin and organ sys­
tems. A service was held at Sulphur Springs 
Church, Jonesborough, where her parents 
are members.

This summer the couple helped lead a 
missions team from Sulphur Springs to 
Akin’s home, Belo Horizonte, Brazil, to build 
a church. It wasn’t the couple’s first visit to 
Brazil. A few years after Akins her hus­
band, Wade, and three children were as­
signed there in 1982, the Deakins visited. 
Then in 1992 they joined members of their 
church and Calvary Church, Kingsport, to 
build a church in the area.

Deakins explained Wade Akins directs 
the church building projects in the area.

NORTH AMERICAN VOLUNTEERS walk by the church built in 
Minas Garais, Brazil, by a Jonesborough team during June.

This trip drew 18 members of Sulphur 
Springs Church, but they weren’t the only 
ones who worked. The church, which has an 
average of 130 in worship, held bake sales, 
garage sales, and hosted meals to raise the 
$40,000 for the trip, which covered construc­
tion materials for the church. They worked 
June 15-27 in Minas Garais, Brazil, com­
pleting a chapel for Niviana Baptist Church. 
The Tennesseans also witnessed with pup­
pets and clowns on the streets, and minis­
tered in the local school.

Hundreds of people were saved at the 
dedication service of the chapel, reported 
John Turner, pastor.

“I’d go back again,” said Louise Deakins, 
even though all three of her grandchildren 
will have left home by September to pursue 
careers or attend college in the U.S. □
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Zion Hill dedicates 150th anniversary to pioneers of church
For Baptist and Reflector

TURTLETOWN — 
Zion Hill Church’s July 
2 150th anniversary 
celebration was dedi­
cated to the memory of 
the "pioneers of this 
church.”

"They’re in a better 
place than we are,” said 
Robert Hughes, who 
chaired the committee 
which planned the spe­
cial service and who 
compiled a history of 
the church.

The church’s first 
building was a 25x35- 
foot log cabin and out­
grew that facility in 
about six months, 
Hughes reported.

The church has since occu­
pied two other buildings, in­
cluding its present facility 
which was first occupied in 
1944. Several improvements 
have been made since and a 
parsonage was added since 
then, he said.

JOINING IN THE celebration at Zion Hill were, from left, former pastors 
Dennis Waldrop, Balm, Fla.; John Newman, Reliance; current pastor 
G.W. Mathis; and former pastors Charlie Ivey, Crossville, and W.L. Ship­
man, Benton. — Photos by Lonnie Wilkey

Hughes reported that in the 
early history of the church 
there were several Indian set­
tlements around Polk County 
and membership records indi­
cate some of the Indians were 
members of the church.

Pastor G.W. Mathis remind­

ed members the church “is 
here to share the Gospel. The 
main emphasis of this church 
is the Word of God,” he said.

Former pastors who spoke 
included Dennis Waldrop, pas­
tor of Balm (Fla.) Church; 
John Newman, pastor of Hi­

COPPER BASIN ASSOCIATION Director of Missions Al Patterson, 
right, presents a plaque to Zion Hill leaders, from left, Mike Whitlow, 
deacon chairman; Robert Hughes, anniversary committee chairman: 
Pastor G.W. Mathis; and Zona Davis, Zion Hill's oldest active member.

wassee Union Church, Re­
liance; Charlie Ivey, retired 
pastor, Crossville; and W.L. 
Shipman, director of missions, 
Polk County Association.

Originally a member of Polk 
County Association, Zion Hill 
is now a member of Copper 

Basin Association. It is the old­
est church in the association, 
according to Al Patterson, Cop­
per Basin director of missions.

Patterson presented the 
church with a plaque on behalf 
of the Tennessee Baptist His­
torical Society. J

Dickson congregation celebrates 
100th anniversary on July 9

Nashville youth minister on Scottish island

For Baptist and Reflector

DICKSON — “Because He 
Lives” was the theme of Sylvia 
Church’s 100th anniversary 
celebration here on July 9.

Pastor Thomas Webb 
thanked the Lord for the past, 
but emphasized to the congre­
gation that they must focus on 
the future.

Several former pastors 
spoke during the morning ser­
vice and urged members to 
continue pressing on for the 
Lord as a new century ap­
proaches.

A special video presentation 
was shown from former pastor 
Dale Ledbetter, now a South­

ern Baptist missionary^ in the 
Ukraine.

According to Ruthelma 
Warf, who compiled the histo­
ry of the church, it was char­
tered in 1895 and its first 
building was dedicated three 
years later. A new building 
was constructed in 1949. Sev­
eral improvements have been 
made since, including the ex­
pansion of the sanctuary, li­
brary, church office, and base­
ment classrooms, which were 
dedicated June 11.

Truett Association Director 
of Missions William Gray pre­
sented the church a plaque 
from the Tennessee Baptist 
Historical Society. □

PASTOR THOMAS WEBB, center, of Sylvia Church, Dickson, 
displays a plaque from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society. 
With him are deacon chairman Neal Westerman and Ruthelma 
Warf, who compiled the history of the church.

By Brian L. Garland
For Baptist and Reflector

TIREE, Scotland — Tiree, an island off the 
west coast of Scotland, may not be the first 
thought of where a mission team might want 
to go, but five Nashville Baptists decided to 
give it a shot last month.

Randy Deering, interim college minister at 
First Church, Nashville, led four college stu­
dents on a two-week mission trip to the Unit­
ed Kingdom June 28-July 12. They spent one 
week of that period on the Inner Hebrides is­
land of 800 people doing children and youth 
work and assisting International Service 
Corps worker Susan Morris.

“There is such a lack of leadership now 
that it’s good to get as many leaders as we 
can,” said Morris, who finishes her term there 
on Aug. 1. “The youth don’t have a lot of peo­
ple a little older than them to look up to.”

The students led Vacation Bible School­
type activities for about 20 children and 30 
youth out of the ministry of Tiree Baptist 
Church, the only Baptist church on the is­
land. The week led to one youth praying to be­
come a Christian and another seeking rededi­
cation. The group also visited the families of 
the young people, led beach games,-and took 
charge of the church’s evening service.

Tiree, despite its rocky beaches and sum­
mer visitors, is no Tahiti, the students discov­
ered.

“It is so cold and rainy,” said Carol Millard, 
a Belmont University student. “But it is so 
beautiful here. Nashville is so busy, and life 
to me is a computer and a wall.”

Tiree is the westernmost of the Inner He­
brides islands, and unlike most people’s ideas 
of Scotland, it is quite flat.

Team members though learned to appreci­
ate the simple lifestyle of the islanders, many

of whom speak Gaelic as well as English.
“They showed me that we don’t have to 

have all the things that we think we need,” 
said Belmont student Ryan Chambers. “Life 
is simple, and people can be happy with their 
lives simplified because that’s the way it 
should be.”

Deering arranged the trip through South­
ern Baptist missionary David Moench, United 
Kingdom mission administrator, and former 
member of First Church, Nashville, and staff 
member of Brentwood Church. Brentwood, af­
ter a former youth minister came up with the 
idea of a mission trip to Scotland.

The needs of the young people, scarred at 
different levels by divorce, cohabitating fami­
lies, and alcoholism, also spurred on the ef­
forts to bring a team over.

“I’m grateful at the response we had with 
the children and the youth at the holiday 
clubs,” Deering said. “But I’m also impressed 
with the great job Susan (Morris) and Peter 
Williams (pastor of Tiree Baptist Church) 
have done. What we did here is an indirect re­
lationship to what they’ve done.”

Between club meetings, the team went 
seal-watching and enjoyed a few sights on the 
island. A cultural “feche” held toward the end 
of their stay allowed them to attend a ceilidh, 
which is a traditional Scottish concert, and a 
Scottish dance. They also toured Scotland and 
England.

Team members left Scotland with a better 
understanding that needs exist there just as 
they do in other parts of the world.

People tend to think about Africa, “but peo­
ple need to be saved on Tiree as well,” said 
Bob Fraser, a student at Tulane University in 
New Orleans, La. □ — Garland is a journey­
man missionary serving as the United Kingdom 
correspondent for the news and information of­
fice of the SBC Foreign Mission Board.

Baptist and Reflector ■ July 19, 1995 7



w an 
occasional 

word 
By Lonnie Wilkey, 

associate editor

WILKEY

Growing up
I have decided “growing up” 

is just as hard for parents as it 
is for the kids. I am having to 
accept that my “little girl” is 
no longer “little.” Joanna will 
be 10 in September. A few 
weeks ago I had to begin to 
“let go,” something that is 
hard for any parent, especially 
in the beginning.

Joanna at­
tended her first 
GA camp 
which meant 
she was away 
from Mom and 
Dad for a week. 
Now, I’ve been 
out of town for 
that long be­
fore, but I always had the secu­
rity of knowing Joanna and 
Daniel were at home with their 
mother and all was well. This 
time, Joanna was about 100 
miles away at Camp Linden.

Fortunately, God knew I 
would be a nervous wreck 
while my “little girl” was 
away, so by divine providence 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion was scheduled at the 
same time. That kept me busy 
enough so I wasn’t constantly 
worrying. That, along with 
three other thoughts kept me 
sane throughout the week.

First and foremost, I knew 
God was in control.

Second, I knew Joanna was 
at a camp sponsored by our 
Tennessee Woman’s Mission­
ary Union. Knowing those in 
charge as well as I do gave me 
peace of mind. Tennessee Bap­
tists are fortunate because our 
WMU is led by a quality, effi­
cient, caring staff.

Third, Joanna was at one of 
our TBC camps. Again, know­
ing Tommy and Shirley Strong 
gave me the security of know­
ing Joanna and all the other 
GAs were in good hands. I 
would have felt the same if 
Joanna had been at Camp 
Carson which is managed by 
Keith and Dorrie McKinney.

Joanna and I both “sur­
vived” camp. She had a good 
time and hopefully I have 
learned a valuable lesson. It’s 
not my job to keep Joanna “lit­
tle,” as much as I would want 
to. As a Christian parent, my 
duty is to give her opportuni­
ties to grow and to present her 
with as many good, positive 
Christian experiences as 
possible.

Without a doubt there will 
be trials ahead that we must 
endure together as a family. 
But with God’s help, we’ll all 
“grow up” together. □

FMB, world ministries group sign covenant of cooperation
By Mark Kelly
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND — A covenant 
pledge between the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
and a fellowship of overseas 
missions ministries has been 
signed to help focus more vol­
unteer resources on strategic 
overseas missions needs.

The covenant will help 
groups affiliated with the Fel­
lowship of Baptist World Min­
istries better support the 
board’s goals overseas. The 
FBWM is a fellowship of au­
tonomous groups, led by 
Southern Baptists, that con­
duct different types of overseas 
missions ministries, primarily 
evangelistic and human needs 
projects. Their ministries regu­
larly involved thousands of 
Southern Baptist volunteers in 
overseas projects.

The covenant calls for the 
FMB to help fellowship groups 
organize projects around 
strategic board field requests. 
FMB President Jerry Rankin

Classified
bsochjre'

WANTED: Christian music teach­
ers. All areas of applied music for 
private lessons beginning in Sep­
tember. FBC, Murfreesboro. (615) 
893-2514.

CHURCH FURNITURE
by LINDSEY 

DIRECT FROM THE 

FACTORY - PEWS, PULPIT 

TABLES, CHAIRS, FIBRE­
GLASS BAPTISTRIES AND

CLASSROOM EQUIPMENT

PHONE 615-762-2249 

BOX 429

LAWRENCEBURG, TENN. 83464

VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-8OO-821-7263

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet

Rev. John Harrison as 
R.G. Lee 

“Payday-Someday"

Tommy Lane
Music Dir., Ret. Bellevue 

Baptist Church

Dr. Jerry Tidwell 
Special guest, Pastor 

West Jackson Baptist Church

Aug. 5 Sundown

“TAMARACK", 
Deanburg, Tenn.

1st of 12 Great Sermons 
Call H. Harrison at (901) 423- 

5440 

and fellowship president Jim 
Ponder signed the document 
June 20 during the Southern 
Baptist Convention annual 
meeting in Atlanta.

“Here’s a group of Southern 
Baptists who have a heart for 
a lost world,” Rankin said. 
“We’re committed to partner­
ship with them and to mobiliz­
ing all the resources of South­
ern Baptists to fulfill the Great 
Commission. We can all be 
more effective by working to­
gether cooperatively. That’s 
why we’ve reached out and 
made this covenant.”

Fellowship of Baptist World 
Ministries groups also recog­
nize the value of plugging into 
mission board plans, said Pon­
der, head of Jim Ponder Min­
istries, Orlando, Fla.

“We want to reach as many

Missouri Position
Serve as Minister of Education & Admin­
istration in an exciting SBC church in 
northwest Missouri. 400 in Sunday 
School, new debt-free facility, other staff 
leadership for nursery-youth. Call Tom 
Fairlie at (816) 364-3402.

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONW IDE 

1.800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROLINA 27282

-SOLID OAK PEWS-
PEW UPHOLSTERY I REFINISHING 

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE

1-(800)-523-9058 ^7
NC 1-<8<X)}-222-7895

Seeking Minister
Part-time (20 hours per week) Minister to 
Children and Youth. Plan and coordinate 
programs, enlist and coordinate volun­
teers in a lay-lead Baptist congregational 
atmosphere. Appropriate training and ex­
perience preferred, along with strong re­
lational skills. Deadline for applications is 
July 31. Send to Search Committee; 
Glendale Baptist Church, 1021 Glendale 
Lane, Nashville, TN 37204. 

Save money!
Order your Sunday School Annual Planning Kit 
(5470-95) now. Purchased individually, the items 
would total nearly $40, but when you buy the 
Annual Planning Kit, you get all for only $22.95 
(plus shipping and handling). Call 1-800-458-2772. 
Or fax your order anytime to 615-251-5933. You

Order your Sunday School 
Annual Planning Kit now! 
Get everything you need to plan and 
launch your new Sunday School 
year and keep your Sunday School 
program going strong all year long. 
It’s all in one convenient box, the 
Sunday School Annual Planning Kit 
1995-96. This year’s resources are 
easy to use with flexible planning 
approaches to meet your church’s 
unique Sunday _ 
School needs. B

also can use your current Sunday School Board A the SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD 
Emphasis Order Form. * Priority Code: SPSTP Zu Serving God by Senins You

people for God as we can and 
use our talents in the best way 
for God and the work of Bap­
tists,” he said. “We’re all 
Southern Baptists and sup­
portive of the Foreign Mission 
Board- These covenant guide­
lines will enable us to better 
meet needs around the world 
in support of the board’s mis­
sionary purpose.

“It gives us an opportunity 
to say that we’re in this togeth­
er, that we want what we do to 
be a strengthening blessing to 

XK Call toll-free anytime ... 1 -600-473-6688
8g We 're built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches.

Cmmch Interiors of Nashville
New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING 

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations

Stoneway Acres — Lebanon

Fulfilling work for loving, caring, Christian 
couples seeking a mission opportunity.

For more information, please contact 
Mark Anderson, Director of Disabilities 
Ministry, Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024

(615) 371-2050

the Foreign Mission Board.”
Rankin’s signature reflects 

the board’s desire to cooperate 
with God by helping Southern 
Baptists answer his call to 
overseas missions, said Avery 
Willis, FMB senior vice presi­
dent for overseas operations.

“Caordinating our efforts 
will help us get maximum 
strategic benefit from au­
tonomous groups that take 
people overseas,” Willis said, 
adding that the effort will “im­
prove results on the field.” □

Free! Estimates 
and Interior 

Design 
Consultation

...

House Parents 
Needed for 
Christian Group 
Home for Mentally 
Handicapped Men

Full and part-time 
positions available
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TenneScene an the people^ their \Arork
■ the people

■ LeeAnn Hagan, 17, of 
Memphis, will serve July 17 - 
Aug. 7 in the Dominican Re­
public as a short-term mission­
ary. Hagan is a senior at 
Briarcrest High School and a 
member of Germantown 
Church, Germantown.

■ the leaders

■ The daughters of Sam­
mie and Steve Playl, Wood­
lawn Church, Bristol, are 
serving as Home Mission 
Board summer missionaries. 
Shannon, an Innovator, is 
serving with Stacia, a So­
journer, in Charleston, S.C. 
Stephanie is serving in New 
Mexico.

■ Adonis F. Rodriguez 
Chirinos, minister to Hispan­
ics, Red Bank Church, Chatta­
nooga, has earned the master 
of arts in theological studies, 
master of divinity, and doctor 
of ministry from McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chica­
go, Bl., during June.

■ Sulphur Springs Church, 
Jonesborough, has called Jan­
ice Olinger as youth minister.

■ Sunset Village Church, 
Bristol, has called Donald 
Caudill as pastor.

■ Otto Giles has resigned 
as pastor of First Church, Bai­
leyton.

■ The pastor of Second 
Church Lenoir City, Bob 
Gamble, has resigned after 
serving nine years.

■ Mark Foster has been 
called as minister of music at 
Unaka Avenue Church, John­
son City.

■ Travis Holloway has 
been called as pastor of West­
erly Heights Church, Johnson 
City.

■ Clarence and Voreata 
Lewis were honored by Sunset 
Village Church, Bristol, on 
their 50th wedding anniversa­
ry. He is the former pastor of 
Sunset Village Church.

■ Campbells Chapel, Bris­
tol, Va., ordained Roger Bent­
ley, who is pastor of the 
church’s mission located in 
Russell County, Va.

■ Allen Raines of Union, 
S.C., began serving as pastor 
of Everett Hills Church, Mary­
ville June 25. Bob Peek is 
serving as interim pastor.

■ Greg Whaley has been 
called as minister of music at 
First Church, Troy.

■ North Etowah Church, 
Etowah, has called Bart Starr 
as minister of music/youth. He 
is a 1995 graduate of Tennes­
see Wesleyan College in Ath­
ens and has been minister of 
music/youth at First Church, 
Niota.

■ Allen Sherwood has 
been called as minister of 
youth and activities of First 
Church, Blountville. He is a 
graduate of Mars Hill (N.C.) 
College, and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louis­
ville, Ky. He has served 
churches in Kentucky and 
South Carolina.

■ Mike D. Ray, minister of 
education/administration at 
First Church, Martin, and his 
family will serve as missionar­
ies in the Ukraine.

■ Springfield Church, 
Springfield, has called Allison 
Leding as summer youth 
worker, Sue Walling as inter­
im senior adult worker, and 
Greg Miller as interim minis­
ter of education.

■ the work

■ Eight volunteers from 
Campbell County Associa­
tion will work with handi­

capped orphans and prisoners 
and redecorate two residences 
in Romania. They include An­
nie Margaret Caldwell, Joe 
Samples, Missy Taylor and 
Larry and Julia Smith of First 
Church, LaFollette; Liz Tren- 
tham of Cedar Hill Church, 
LaFollette; and Linda Wilson 
of West LaFollette Church.

■ Senior high youth of 
First Church, Martin, 
worked in Lawrence, Kan., 
during June.

■ Cumberland Plateau 
Association is holding its an­
nual construction ministry 
July 15-22 near Altoona, Pa., 
where they are doing repair 
work on three churches.

■ Volunteers from Loudon 
County Association will 
work in Poland July 24 - Aug. 
8. They will work door to door 
during the day seeking wit­
nessing opportunities and help 
in a tent revival at night.

■ The annual mission work 
of Maury Association was 
done July 9-15 in West Ten­
nessee. They did construction 
work and led a Vacation Bible 
School.

■ First Church, Bolivar, 
participated in Project Help: 
Hunger of the Woman Mission­
ary Union by collecting 
$3,953.81 during the year. 
Their goal is $5,000.

■ A group of youth and 
adults from Brook Hollow 
Church, Nashville, will be 
doing missions work in Ap­
palachia.

■ the churches
■ Central Church, Hix­

on, will host its annual golf 
tournament Sept. 22 to benefit 
the Central Message, a weekly 
half hour television ministry 
program.

■ Knob Creek Church,

BREAKING GROUND FOR a Family Life Center at Bethel 
Church, Greenbrier, on June 11 are, from left, Dennis Pulley, di­
rector of missions, Robertson County Association; Mike Cook, 
banker; Del and Winston Hickman, contractors; Roy Gilleland, 
architect; and Robert Mobley, mayor of Millersville. The addition 
will cost §2.5 million and is phase one of the church 's plans

Columbia, held homecoming 
July 16, which initiated its re­
vival through July 19. Phil 
Glisson, evangelist from Mem­
phis, spoke.

■ The Woman’s Missionary 
Union of First Church, 
Sweetwater, collected items 
to make up hospitality bags for 
ministries at the Ocoee River 
led by Polk County Associa­
tion.

■ Rogers Creek Church, 
Athens, celebrated its 154- 
year anniversary June 4, mak­
ing it one of 309 Southern Bap­
tist churches older than the 
convention.

■ Raleigh Church, Mem­
phis, is seeking someone with 
at least two years experience 
in 12-step chemical dependen­
cy recovery program to begin a 
ministry in this field.

■ Cedar Fork Church, 
Philadelphia, will hold home- 
coming July 23. Virgil Turby- 
fill will speak.

■ First Church, Nash­
ville, will celebrate its 175th 
anniversary July 22-23. Activi­
ties include a 6 p.m. service 
July 22, featuring Cynthia 

Clawson and Max Lyall, musi­
cians, and former pastor 
Charles Page. Dinner and oth­
er activities will follow at 7:30. 
The July 23 morning worship 
will begin at 10 a.m. and in­
clude Robert Snead, a former 
minister of music; Franklin 
Paschall, former pastor; and 
Dan Francis, pastor.

■ the associations

■ Big Emory Association 
will host a “Here’s Hope Cru­
sade” Aug. 20-23 which will be 
held in a tent in Oliver Springs 
on property owned by Kelly­
town Church. John Sullivan, 
executive director, Florida 
Baptist Convention, and Bucky 
Phillips, former minister of 
music. Trenton Street Church, 
Harriman, will help lead it. 
Also a 400-voice choir is 
planned.

■ Hamilton County As­
sociation and other churches 
will sponsor Kids Across Chat­
tanooga, two weeks of camp for 
children in July. This year the 
camp is planned for 120 inner 
city children.

Tennessee Sampler an views, insights
Religious liberty according 
to George W. Truett

By Moncrief Jordan, pastor
First Church, Jefferson City

Since this is the 75th anniversary of 
George W. Truett’s world famous ser­
mon dealing with religious liberty on 
the steps of the United States Capitol, 
it seems entirely appropriate to share 
some of the excepts from that message 
as follows:

“Years ago, at a notable dinner in 
London, that world-famed statesman, 
John Bright, asked an American states­
man — himself a Baptist, the noble Dr. 
J.L.M. Curry — ‘What distinct contrib- 
tion has your America made to the sci­

ence of government?’
“To that question, Dr. Curry replied: 

‘The doctrine of religious liberty.’ After 
a moment’s reflection, Mr. Bright made 
the worthy reply, ‘It was a tremendous 
contribution!’

“Indeed, the supreme contribution of 
the new world to the old is the contri­
bution of religious liberty. This is the 
chiefest contribution that America has 
thus far made to civilization. And his­
toric justice compels me to say it was 
pre-eminently a Baptist contribution.

“The impartial historian, whether in 
the past, present, or future, will ever 
agree with our American historian, Mr. 
Bancroft, when he says: ‘Freedom of 
conscience, unlimited freedom of the 
mind, was from the first the trophy of 
the Baptists.’

“They have never been a party to op­
pression of conscience. They have forev­
er been the unwavering champions of 
liberty, both religious and civil.

“Our contention is not for mere toler­
ation, but for absolute liberty. There is 
a wide difference between toleration 
and liberty.

“Toleration implies that somebody 
falsely claims the right to tolerate. Tol­
eration is a concession, while liberty is 
a right. Toleration is a matter of expe­
diency, while liberty is a matter of prin­
ciple. Toleration is a gift from man, 
while liberty is a gift from God.

“What is the explanation of this con­
sistent and notably praiseworthy 
record of our plain Baptist people in the 
realm of religious liberty? The answer 
is at hand. It is not because Baptists 

are inherently better than their neigh­
bors — we would make no such arro­
gant claim.

“When we turn to this New Testa­
ment, which is Christ’s guidebook and 
law for his people, we find that 
supreme emphasis is everywhere put 
on the individual. The right to private 
judgment is the crown jewel of humani­
ty. Out of these two fundamental prin­
ciples — the supreme authority of the 
Scriptures and the right of private 
judgment — have come all the historic 
protests in Europe and England and 
America against unscriptural creeds, 
polity and rites, and against the un­
warranted and impertinent assumption 
of religious authority over men’s con­
sciences, whether by church or by 
state.” □
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Brotherhood functioning in transition
Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — While the de­
tails of the Brotherhood Com­
mission’s proposed merger into 
the new North American Mis­
sion Board are cloudy at best, 
the agency’s president wants 
to make it clear that Brother­
hood and its programs are very 
much alive.

“We are fully functioning in 
our role of helping churches in­
volve Southern Baptists in 
missions,” said President 
James D. Williams. “All of our

current products will continue 
to be available and new mate­
rials will continue to be devel­
oped.”

Williams answered ques­
tions he has received in recent 
weeks about how the agency’s 
work will be affected during a 
transition period expected to 
take several years.

“In the meantime, we will 
still offer missions education 
and involvement opportunities, 
just as we always have,” 
Williams said. “This means we 
will still offer resources for

programs for Royal Ambas­
sadors, Challengers, and Bap­
tist Men, and we will still go 
forward with the transition 
from Baptist Men to Men’s 
Ministries in October. And it 
means that our volunteer re­
cruitment, our disaster relief 
work, and all the rest will con­
tinue as well,” he said.

A transition team appointed 
recently will begin work in Au­
gust and is committed to coor­
dinating its activity with the 
SBC Executive Committee’s 
transition team. □

Recognized for years of service
Fall Creek Church, Kingsport, recently celebrated 150 years of 
accumulated service by honoring, from left, Violet Hyatt, Dewey 
Ramey, and Avery Horne. Mrs. Hyatt has served as church pi­
anist for 50 continuous years. Horne has been a deacon of the 
church for 50 years, and Ramey has served in the pastoral min­
istry for more than 50 years. Fall Creek Church is the oldest 
church in Sullivan Association, having been organized in 1855.

Union to host annual Summer Preachers School
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — Union University will host the 
annual West Tennessee Summer Preachers 
School July 31-Aug. 4.

Registration begins Monday, July 31, at 8:30 
a.m. in the atrium of the university’s Student 
Union Building.

Chuck Kelley, director of New Orleans Bap­
tist Theological Seminary’s center for evange­
lism and church growth, will lead nightly wor­
ship services. Music will be provided by Christ­
ian concert artist David Skinner of Nashville.

Jimmy Dukes, assistant provost of NOBTS, 
will teach the 1996 Winter Bible Study “Amos: 
Repentance or Ruin.”

Other program leaders include Norris and 
Joyce Smith, Robert Coleman, Thomas Ranier, 
Gary Rickman, Bob Elliott, Jimmy Horton, Jer­
ry Eggenberger, and Mel Mason.

Registration costs are $25 for individuals and 
$35 for couples. Costs include food, lodging, and 
conference materials. There is no charge for 
those who provide their own room and board.

For more information, call Union’s office of 
religious affairs at (901) 661-5160. □

PrspanifrUiifSiiU
20’ to 33’ Buses By CHamPlOFI

New “basic training ’’ resources for all of 
2030 your Sunday School leaders and teachers.
Get strong support for administering your overall Sunday School ministry 
and for leading each age group with the new Toward 2000 resources:

• easy-to-implement ideas for Sunday School planning & organization
• proven methods for enlisting and training leaders
• ideas for creative and innovative Bible study approaches
• effective strategies for witnessing and reaching out
• useful teaching plans and activities for leader training
• plus much more to assist you with your Sunday School ministry

Get back to basics with the five new Toward 2000 resources:
Toward 2000: Leading the Sunday School (#5120-27)
Toward 2000: Leading Adults in Sunday School (#5120-25)
Toward 2000: Leading Youth in Sunday School (#5120-24)
Toward 2000: Leading Children in Sunday School (#5120-23)
Toward 2000: Leading Preschoolers in Sunday School (#5120-22)

Toward 2000 offers you helpful teaching packets for each age group, too.

Order your Toward 2000 “basic training” today. Call 1-800-458-2772 
(8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., M-F, Central Time). Or fax your order anytime 
to 615-251-5933. You’ll also find these books and packets under the 
Sunday School Planning & Preparation heading on the “Emphasis” por­
tion of your Sunday School Board Dated Form. ★ Priority Code: LHSTP

The Sunday SchoB Board -^ 
Serving God by Serving^^^

MPD/10LH-07/3-95

MOTOR COACH INC.

Church Buses
• 12 to 38 adult capacity

• Over 30 used buses for sale
• Rental buses available

^Carpenter Bus Sales
P.O. Box 2126

Brentwood, Tenn., 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today:
1 (800)370-6180
1 (615)371-6180

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program.”

Crusader: 15-Passenger (No CDL Required) 
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)
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— Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for July 23 
Focal Passages: 

Colossians 2:6-15

Living anew 
through Christ
By C. William Palmiter

Paul was deeply concerned about the threat 
from the inside by false teaching in the church at 
Colossae. Paul used words like a scalpel to 
expose the menacing danger and to prescribe the 
way to spiritual health. In verses 6-7, he empha­
sized the importance of living in Christ and in 
verses 8-15 he stressed that Christ alone was all 
that was needed to live the new life that pleased 
God.

To be a Christian is to be in a personal rela­
tionship with Christ, not simply to be in posses­
sion of some knowledge about him. Once again 
Paul stresses that Jesus is the only focus of a 
Christian’s progressive journey through life. To 
illustrate this, Paul used several vivid word pic­
tures. The Christian life is pictured as a pilgrim­
age and believers must learn to walk by faith (v. 
6). The false teachers wanted to introduce addi­
tional truths for Christian maturity, but Paul 
rejected them.

In verse 7, “rooted” is a term from agriculture; 
the tense of the Greek word means “once and for 
all having been rooted.” Christians are not sup­
posed to be spiritual tumbleweeds with no roots 
nor plants that are moved from soil to soil. In the 
right soil, the roots provide stability and nourish­
ment. The word for “built up” is architectural 
terminology. When we trust Christ, we are 
placed on the right foundation. “Taught” is a 
term from the field of education. A Christian who 
is grounded in God’s Word is not easy prey for 
teachers of false doctrine. The word, “abound­
ing,” pictures a river overflowing its banks with 
thanksgiving.

Paul underscores the complete supremacy of 
Christ. The term “fullness” was used by false 
teachers to refer to the unseen powers of the uni­
verse. Paul give the term new meaning by recog­
nizing that the fullness of God dwells (present 
tense) “bodily” or altogether in Christ. Now Paul 
comes to the climax of his argument by affirming 
to the Colossians: “You have come to the fullness 
of life in Christ” (v. 10). An experience with 
Christ that is real and personal demonstrates 
beyond words the supremacy of Christ for living 
life anew.

Paul pictures this new life in Christ with two 
powerful symbols: circumcision and baptism. The 
false teachers probably had incorporated the reli­
gious ritual of circumcision into their system to 
initiate followers into a higher form of their reli­
gion. Paul meets this challenge by stressing the 
spiritual significance of circumcision as inner 
purification. In Christ the Colossians had 
already received a spiritual circumcision that 
was superior to anything the false teachers could 
do. It is superior because it is the work of God, 
not of men’s hands; Christ completed this work 
for us in our redemption. The power of God 
which raised Jesus from the dead also resurrects 
us to new life (v. 12). The picture of death and 
resurrection with Christ in baptism is a life­
changing experience.

“Death” is an appropriate description of life 
without Christ. He not only cancels the sin debt, 
he also destroys it by nailing it to the cross. 
Christ is the victor who makes a spectacle of all 
“principalities and powers" by vanquishing them 
completely. By conquering the power of sin that 
enslaves men, Christ makes new life possible. □ 
— C. William Palmiter is pastor of Bethel Church, 
Greenbrier.

God's love for Israel
Convention Uniform Series 

for July 23 
Focal Passage: 
Hosea 11:1-9

By Jerry Barker

When we consider the 
great love chapters, I 
Corinthians chapter 13 in 
the New Testament is con­
sidered the high point of the 
expression of God’s love.
Chapter 11 of the book of Hosea certainly can be consid­
ered the high point of the expression of God’s love in the 
Old Testament. Hosea was certainly not soft on sin but 
he had special insight when it came to the loving heart 
of God.

Let me share with you a brief outline of this passage. 
God showed his love by calling his people out of Egypt 
(v. 1). From the start, Israel sinned against the love of 
God (v. 2). Despite their sin God continued to show his 
tender love and care for Israel (w. 3-4). God did allow 
Israel to reap what they had sown (vv. 5-7). However, 
God’s love was great; he rebelled at the idea of giving 
up on his people (vv. 8-9). The rest of the chapter points 
out God’s plan that someday the scattered people would 
return, but Israel despite God’s love and patience con­
tinued to sin (w. 10-12).

God’s call and love — v. 1
Without question the deliverance from Egypt was 

the formative event in the history of Israel. The unfor­
tunate part of Israel’s history is that the Israelites 
interpreted God’s calling as a privilege and not also as a 
great responsibility.

The sin against God’s love — v. 2
“As they call them, so they went from them: they sac­

rificed unto Baal, and burned incense to graven 
images.” The children of Israel were like wayward chil­
dren. They were aware of God’s great love but they also 
strayed to worship Baal and other false gods. Sin is so 
evil because it ignores and rebels against the love of 
God.

God kept on loving — w. 3-4
Verse 3 describes three acts of love that a father has 

for his child. God teaches Israel to walk. The word “go”

New understanding of God's judgment
By Clay Austin

We live in a society where peo­
ple are rarely expected to take 
responsibility for their own 
actions. Often in a courtroom the 
defense is built not on the idea 
that the defendant is innocent, but 
on the concept that the defendant is 
not guilty because of some circum­
stance. Some feel that the responsi­
bility for their actions rests with 
parents, spouse, employment, or 
society. The blame is focused every­
where except with the individual. 
Chapter 18 places the responsibility 
for Israel’s spiritual condition with 
the individual.

Ezekiel begins by addressing 
another contemporary proverb 
familiar to his audience. The 
proverb states that because the par­
ents have eaten sour grapes, the 
children’s teeth are set on edge. The 
children of Israel are using as their 
defense their parents’ spiritual 
shortcomings. Actually there is 
truth to the proverb. Children often 
do suffer for parents’ sins. Yet, there 
comes a time when the individual 
either overcomes and grows or suc­
cumbs and withers. Israel belongs 
to the group flirting with spiritual 
death. Regardless of the past, spiri­
tual growth takes place after honest 
evaluation and confession. Ezekiel’s 

congregation is prepared to do nei­
ther.

God rejects Israel’s excuse — 
w. 4-9

In verse 4 all excuses are 
addressed, “the soul that sins shall 
die.” Denial of sin and offering 
excuses often go hand in hand. 
Likewise, confession of sin and for­
giveness go together. Being honest 
with God is the first step to healing 
and forgiveness! In this case the 
first step is critical. The future of no 
person can be held hostage to past 
mistakes once honest confession is 
present. However, in Ezekiel’s time 
Israel seems bent on self destruc­
tion. They refuse to acknowledge 
their mistakes and as a result, fail 
to embrace God’s support.

Verses 5-9 offer a hopeful con­
trast. Those who are seeking to be 
right with God are actively involved 
in “doing” right. These are not 
involved in excuse making; they are 
actively immersed in seeking God 
and his way. God points out that 
those that are “right” are fair, ethi­
cal, and compassionate in con­

means “walk.” Then God 
took them in his arms, and 
God healed his children. 
Verse 4 describes that God 
bound them with bonds of 
love and gave them food.

Tough love — w. 5-7 
What a sad commentary

on the future of Israel. Tough love is tough. The 
Israelites chose not to return to the Lord, and because 
of that they would return to a land of captivity. The ear­
lier captivity was in Egypt and this captivity would be 
in Assyria. Tough love is done with the hope that chil­
dren will wake up to reality. It is hard to step back and 
let one reap the consequences of choice.

A love that lasts — w. 8-9
“How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? How shall I 

deliver thee, Israel? ...” These verses are filled with 
anguish and emotion. You can feel God’s heart break­
ing. There is a difference in allowing a person to reap 
what is sown and giving up on that person. God simply 
in his heart could not give up on his children. Parents 
can empathize with this passage as much as any pas­
sage in God’s Word. You love your children with a love 
that cannot be explained with logic. It is a love in the 
heart that recoils at any thought of ever giving up on 
your children. Well friends, God’s love is like a parent’s 
love, only much greater. His love is farsighted and long- 
suffering.

Dr. Gaston Foot tells of walking back to his parson­
age when he saw a young man lying on the sidewalk. 
The young man had been drinking and had been beaten 
into unconsciousness. He recognized the young man as 
the son of one of his widowed members. He picked the 
young man up and took him to the house of his mother. 
As she tended to him, the mother pushed her son’s 
bloodmatted hair back out of his eyes and wept: “Oh, 
my boy, my boy, you will never let me love you when 
you’re sober.” God loved Israel with that kind of love, 
but like the wayward son, Israel resisted God’s divine 
love. □ — Jerry Barker is pastor of First Church, Alamo.

Bible Book Series for July 23 
Focal Passages: Ezekiel 18:4-9, 20- 

22, 30-32
duct with others. Right relationship 
with God not only involves honesty 
with God, but honesty with others 
as well. Those who follow God’s 
commands are righteous and shall 
live, no excuses necessary.

God challenges individuals — 
w. 20-22

Here the prophet reinforces his 
message. Responsibility for choices 
rests with the individual. Each per­
son has the opportunity to choose 
God or reject God. Once the choice is 
made the results are predictable. 
Those who acknowledge the wrong 
direction in their lives have made 
the first step in the right direction.

God offers hope — w. 30-32
For those who stubbornly walk in 

the wrong direction God offers the 
hope of repentance. For those who 
see God in the Old Testament as 
one who is stern and vindictive, 
read verse 32. God says, “I have no 
pleasure in the death of anyone ... 
so turn and live.” There is no joy for 
God in punishment. God desires life 
for his creation. □ — Clay Austin is 
pastor of First Church, Blountville.
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bi missions features
Manila's upper class walks through 'eye of the needle'
By David Williard 
For Baptist Press

MANILA, Philippines — If 
it’s easier for a camel to walk 
through the eye of a needle 
than a rich man to come to 
Christ, the ministry of South­
ern Baptist missionaries Ger­
ald and Glenda Davis is bla­
tantly futile.

But the Davises, from Car­
rollton, Ala., and Batesville, 
Miss., respectively, don’t pre­
tend to lead the camel. They 
entrust that to God — and God 
is working.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST missionary Gerald Davis prays with Edgar­
do Pesayco and his wife, Vini, at their place of business in Manila.

For years Southern Baptist 
mission leaders in the Philip­
pines have said that the Asian 
nation won’t be won to Christ 
without reaching the upper 
class. Yet the Foreign Mission 
Board had no one working 
among them. That changed 
only a couple of years ago 
when the Davises followed 
God’s call to make themselves 
available.

Availability has turned out 
to be a tall order. Essentially 
they have opened both their 
home and their lives in service 
to a wide web of business own­

ers and corporate professionals 
they have cultivated, investing 
each new relationship with the 
depth necessary to forge it into 
friendship.

“High maintenance” is how 
one colleague describes their 
work. Their house seems con­
tinually occupied by those at­
tending one of the seven Bible 
studies or Christian “care” 
groups they host. Unan­
nounced visitors come through 
their door without ringing the 
bell. Their telephone is likely 
to ring at any hour, including 
three or four o’clock in the 
morning.

The Davises wouldn’t have 
it any other way. “What many 
people don’t understand is that 
if you want to reach people, 
you have to become part of 
their culture, part of their fam­
ily,” Davis explained. “It’s not 
like a business; it must be a re­
lationship.”

The constant disruptions 
seem easier on Mrs. Davis 
than on her husband. She 
thrives on relationships, on be­
ing with people. “Have you 
heard about the coconut tree?” 
Davis asked. “Anyone can talk 
to a coconut tree. ... Glenda is 
one of those few people who 
can get the tree to talk back.”

Davis is the opposite. He 
thrives on quiet time: time to 

prepare notes for his ministry 
at Lord’s Christian Fellowship, 
or prayer and study guides for 
the various groups.

“The interruptions can be 
frustrating at times,” he ad­
mitted. But the intrusions 
have not become a burden. 
Friends are merely treating 
the missionaries like they treat 
other friends and the Davises 
rejoice that they have fit in. 
It’s through such family-like 
relationships that they can en­
sure their testimony gets a 
hearing.

Among their ministries, 
they’ve been particularly suc­
cessful with Bible studies 
based on the Experiencing God 
materials widely touted by 
Southern Baptists around the 
world.

Experiencing God has 
proven a good tool to get people 
to look into Scripture and into 
their own lives, he said.

“It’s important for people 
here to see that God does an­
swer prayer, that he can hear 
them and respond. It’s impor­
tant for them tqsee they don’t 
need the Catholic church or 
even myself to mediate their 
relationship with the Lord,” 
Davis said.

There’s a spiritual awaken­
ing among the upper class in 
the Philippines, he affirmed. □

Witnessing to New 
Agers requires 
creativity, patience 
Baptist Press

RIDGECREST, N.C. — 
Witnessing to people in­
volved in New Age move­
ments requires creativity 
and patience, said a South­
ern Baptist specialist in 
world religions.

“New Agers are some of 
the hardest people to wit­
ness to because of their be­
liefs. They believe they are 
God and there is no such 
thing as sin,” said Bill Gor­
don, associate director of 
the Home Mission Board in­
terfaith witness depart­
ment. “On the other hand, 
they’re open to spiritual 
things and willing to talk.”

New Agers believe in 
reincarnation and the idea 
sin does not exist. Gordon 
suggested pointing out to 
New Agers “inconsistencies 
between what they claim to 
believe and how they live.”

As an example, he sug­
gested asking a New Ager 
why he or she locks their 
doors if sin does not exist.

Patience is a key to wit­
nessing to New Agers, Gor­
don stressed. □

It's no mystery — 
Aug. 20 is 

Baptist and Reflector Day
This year marks the 160th anniversary of the Baptist and Reflector. The paper has been published under its current name since 

1889 when The American Baptist Reflector and the Tennessee Baptist were combined.
Baptist and Reflector Day is a time set aside on the calendar of the Tennessee Baptist Convention to inform and remind Tennessee 

Baptists of their weekly newsjournal which enters more Tennessee Baptist homes than any other TBC entity.
Plan now to observe Baptist and Reflector Day in your church. We will provide a free copy to members of non-subscribing churches 

for use on Aug. 20 or any other day you choose. If your church used to provide the paper but no longer does so, this wilt be a good 
opportunity to remind your members of their state newspaper and to introduce it to new members. Return the form below to reserve 
copies of the Aug. 16 issue of the Baptist and Reflector for your members.

Special Order Form for Baptist and Reflector Day
Please send copies of the Baptist and Reflector.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Title

Church_______________ _____________ ____________________________________________________________

Address_______________________ _________________________________________________________________

Send form to: Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024

Clip and mail form 
TODAY or call the of­
fice at (615) 371-2003 
to reserve copies of 
the Baptist and Re­
flector for use on 
Baptist and Reflector 
Day.
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