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Nashville's First Church celebrates 175th;
Mill Creek Church left healthy children

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Evidence of 
“things past” took center stage 
during the July 22-23 celebra­
tion of First Church’s 175th 
anniversary.

The downtown Nashville 
church observed the “big birth­
day” with a musical “feast” fol­
lowed by a fellowship meal on 
Saturday night, a worship 
time Sunday morning which 
featured an Ovid Young origi­
nal anthem, and dedication of 
a marker on the site of the 
mother church off Thompson 
Lane Sunday afternoon.

With appropriate clarity 
and purpose, church members 
paid tribute to their historic 
past as they sang for two 
hours, in their Saturday night 
tribute to First Church’s her­
itage. The Saturday night pro­
gram for family and friends 
featured a mini-concert by 
recording artist Cynthia Claw­
son and music by Max Lyall, 
Golden Gate Seminary profes­
sor, and a former staff member 
at First Church.

Charles Page, former First 
Church pastor and now pastor 
of First Church, Charlotte, 
N.C., reminisced with the con­
gregation Saturday night and 

James L. Sullivan, church 
member and retired Sunday 
School Board president, gave a 
brief history of the church’s re- 
lationship to Mill Creek 
Church.

And, as a final act of honor, 
on Sunday afternoon church 
members noted the humble be­
ginning 175 years ago as a 
child of Nashville’s Mill Creek 
Church on Old Glenrose Ave.

Some 150 members and 
friends did not let 95 degree 
temperature prevent them 
from remembering Mill Creek 
on its original site.

They gathered at the Mill 
Creek cemetery site to dedi­
cate an historical marker and 
to honor the Mill Creek 
Church link with the present.

Sullivan explained during 
the ceremony that Mill Creek 
Church (no longer in existence) 
founded by James Whitsett, 
was constituted in 1797. The 
location, now identified by the 
original cemetery, is on Mill 
Creek on what is now Old 
Glenrose Ave.

The first effort for founding 
the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention was at Mill Creek 
Church in 1833. However, 
that organization did not 
survive. The present-day con­
vention was organized in

CELEBRATING 175 years, members of First Church, Nashville, 
met on site where mother church was located on Mill Creek. 
From left, Pastor Dan Francis, history narrator James Sullivan, 
and anniversary committee chairman Bracey Campbell.

Murfreesboro in 1874.
First Church, Nashville, 

was founded in 1820, with 
Mill Creek as the mother 
church. Sullivan said Mill 
Creek was the mother of many 
congregations “between the 
mountains and the Tennessee 
River.”

In its 175 years of ministry, 
First Church, started at least 
six churches and helped with 
several others.

On Sunday morning, the 

congregation heard Young’s 
commissioned anthem, “What 
Marvelous Miracles God Has 
Done,” by the choir.

Former pastor Franklin 
Paschall (1956-84) spoke. Pas­
tor Dan Francis’ message from 
Nehemiah 12 was titled “A 
Living Heritage: A Hopeful 
Perspective.”

Several former staff mem­
bers were present during the 
weekend. □
— See page 7

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Retlec- 
tor, P.O. Box 728. Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

1996 Youth Evangelism Conference to blend old with new
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The 1996 Tennessee 
Youth Evangelism Conference will be a 
blend of past successes with a new strate­
gy for the future, according to Jay Austin.

“As we look toward the future of Ten­
nessee youth evangelism strategy and 
specifically the 1996 Youth Evangelism 
Conference, it is important to understand 
the past,” said Austin, program associate 
in the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Evangelism Department.

The annual youth conference which 
draws between 26,000 to 33,000 youth to 
Nashville every year “has been the hall­
mark of our youth evangelism strategy for 
the state. The Tennessee YEC is the 
largest annual conference of its kind and 
26 years of hard work and dedication have 
gone into making the conference what it is 
today,” Austin said.

Traditionally the conference has been

held on Friday nights and 
on Saturday mornings 
and afternoons at Vander­
bilt University’s Memorial 
Gymnasium.

In 1996 the Friday 
night sessions will still be 
held at Vanderbilt using 
the two session format. A 
difference on Friday next 
year will be that while one 
session is going on at Van­
derbilt, the Personal Wit­
nessing Conference will be 
held at area churches. 
Then the two groups will 
“flip-flop” for the second 
session, Austin said.

The major difference is 
on Saturday. Instead of

AUSTIN

MCALLISTER

meeting at Vanderbilt and spreading out 
to area churches, Saturday’s sessions will 
be held at Opryland Theme Park. The 
park will be open with rides. In addition,

various Christian musical groups will per­
form at the park’s numerous theaters. 
Also on Saturday, three conferences will 
be held during the day.

“It’s a new format,” Austin said, but it’s 
the fulfillment of an eight-year dream of 
Jerry King, director of the TBC Evange­
lism Department. Austin noted King has 
long wanted to utilize Opryland but could 
not do so because of scheduling conflicts.

“The weeks following the 1995 youth 
conference were spent evaluating the con­
ference and its future potential,” Austin 
said. During this time the dream of utiliz­
ing Opryland was once again proposed.

“Within a matter of hours from that 
conversation (with Jerry King) an unso­
licited phone call was received from a rep­
resentative of Opryland.

“It is from this eight-year dream of Jer­
ry King and a timely phone call that we 
have come to realize the opportunity God 
is giving us as we seek to reach every 
— See 1996, page 2
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African American church leaders examine 
steps toward greater racial inclusiveness
By Charles Willis 
For Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — Lead­
ers among Southern Baptist 
African Americans talked in 
late July of desired “next steps 
after the Atlanta resolution” 
they believe will take the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
toward greater racial inclu­
siveness.

Speaking informally be­
tween sessions of Black 
Church Leadership Conference 
at Glorieta Baptist Conference 
Center, five African American 
Baptist leaders affirmed ac­
tions already in place by de­
nominational agencies and 
called for more personal in­
volvement by churches and in­
dividuals.

Emmanuel McCall, pastor 
of Christian Fellowship 
Church, College Park Ga., was 
part of the 16-member commit­
tee that drafted the “Resolu­
tion of Racial Reconciliation on 
the 150th Anniversary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention,” 
approved by messengers at the 
SBC annual meeting in At­
lanta in June.

“The denomination has al­

Pro-lifers make gains in several House votes
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Pro-lifers have gained 
victories in a flurry of recent votes on abortion 
in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Most of the activity occurred during the 
House Appropriations Committee’s considera­
tion of a 1996 spending bill for the departments 
of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Edu­
cation. The committee approved the following 
amendments before passing the bill to the full 
House:

■ By a 28-25 vote, it defunded the Title 10 
family planning program. Title 10 funds about 
4,000 clinics at a cost of $193 million a year. In 
addition to providing condoms and other contra­
ceptives, Title 10 clinics are required to provide 
counseling and referral for abortions.

■ By a 29-25 margin, it voted to prevent fed­
eral and state governments from penalizing ob­
stetrics and gynecology residency programs or 
graduates of programs which refuse to provide 
abortion training.

■ The committee voted 30-23 to prohibit fed­
eral funding of experimentation on living hu­
man embryos.

On July 19, the full House voted 235-188 to 
remove coverage of abortion from federal em­
ployees’ health programs, except when the 
mother’s life is endangered. The restriction was 
part of the Treasury and Postal Service spend­
ing bill.

“It’s definitely a new day in Congress for 
pro-life Americans, especially in the House of 
Representatives,” said James A. Smith of the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission. □

1996 Youth Evangelism Conference to blend old ...
— Continued from page 1 
youth in the state of Tennessee 
with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the next five years,” 
Austin said.

The 1996 conference will 
accomplish several purposes 
including presenting the 
Gospel in a new and effective 
way, Austin said.,“It also pro­
vides an atmosphere for those 
attending to invite non-Christ- 
ian friends to a place that’s not 
intimidating where the Gospel 
can be shared in a personal 
way,” he said.

The TBC has entered into a 
two-year written agreement 
with Opryland with verbal 
communication to go beyond 
that, Austin said.

For only $18 per youth, par­
ticipants get the entire YEC 

ready been doing things that 
would be considered imple­
mentation,” McCall observed. 
“Each agency has been doing 
things consciously to improve 
race relations. They have been 
in place for a long time. The 
resolution simply gives the ef­
forts additional impetus.”

Among the number of “posi­
tive actions” McCall cited was 
the Sunday School Board “in­
cluding black images in its ma­
terials” and enlisting black 
writers. “I would like to see 
more blacks involved in other 
weeks at the conference cen­
ter,” he added.

McCall also observed the 
SBC Pastor’s Conference “has 
begun using black Southern 
Baptists as speakers instead of 
black pastors outside the con­
vention. I hope more of these 
can be used.”

Marvin Boyd, a Shreveport, 
La., pastor, said there needs to 
“be aggressive action to find 
black people. They are lost, re­
gardless of color.”

Likewise, Boyd said, black 
congregations should be wit­
nessing to lost white people.

“Every community is in 
transition. You can’t just pack 

program, a day’s pass into 
Opryland, and a box lunch on 
Saturday, Austin said.

Because of the new format, 
reservations are needed. The 
conference will be limited to 
32,000 participants, Austin 
said. Reservations must be 
made by Jan. 19, 1996, but 
groups can begin registering 
now, Austin said. The amount 
is nonrefundable, but if some­
one cannot attend they will 
still receive an Opryland ticket 
that can be used anytime dur­
ing the 1996 season, Austin 
said.

Program leaders already are 
scheduled, Austin said. The 
principle speaker on Friday 
will be Dawson McAllister, a 
national youth communicator 
based in Nashville. He has 

up and leave like we used to,” 
he observed.

McCall and Boyd agreed 
that churches need to go be­
yond the once-a-year pulpit ex­
change or joint worship service 
that both black and white 
churches have used as an ef­
fort at race relations.

Doing things regular, in 
contrast, “helps people grow in 
their love for each other,” they 
said.

Another leader, George Mc- 
Calep, a pastor from Decatur, 
Ga., noted that on a practical 
level the convention needs “to 
come to an agreement on the 
underrepresentation of Africa 
Americans in Southern Baptist 
decision-making, and then we 
need a practical method that 
will address that representa­
tion.

The end result of the At­
lanta resolution will depend on 
what happens in the churches, 
said Frankie Harvey, a layper­
son from San Jose, Calif.

“When Anglo pastors see 
racism toward any ethnic per­
son, they need to do some 
teaching. The same needs to 
happen in African American 
churches,” she said. □ 

written 15 discipleship manu­
als for students and teachers 
while producing more than 12 
timely videos dissecting key 
teen issues such as self-es­
teem, peer pressure, and teen 
sexuality. His weekly call-in 
radio show, “Dawson McAllis­
ter Live,” is broadcast nation­
wide and is one of the fastest 
growing Christian radio pro­
grams to date.

Saturday’s conference topics 
and leaders are:

“Sexually Pure in an Un- 
pure Age,” Kevin Shrum, 
youth communicator, pastor, 
Inglewood Church, Nashville;

“Inhabiting vs. Inhibiting: 
How Worship Can Change 
Your Life,” Phil Wilson, minis­
ter to students, Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville;

News media 
takes note of SBC 
racial resolve
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE ~ Media 
reaction across the country 
has been mixed, yet mainly 
positive, regarding the 
Southern Baptist Conven­
tion’s resolution on racial 
reconciliation. Newspapers 
and magazines across the 
country, and even one in 
London, have carried news 
or offered commentary re­
garding the cleansing of the 
SBC’s soul.

On June 20, messengers 
at the annual SBC meeting 
in Atlanta overwhelmingly 
approved a resolution call­
ing for repentance of indi­
vidual and systemic racism.

Gustav Niebuhr, writing 
for the New York Times, 
called the resolution a “dra­
matic move,” particularly 
for a denomination that has 
turned to the "right both po­
litically and theologically.”

Other papers, including 
major dailies, ran editorials 
commending Southern Bap­
tists for their boldness, even 
as some of them questioned 
the delayed timing or the 
practical significance of 
such a resolution.

The Chicago Tribune not­
ed, “... the salient fact is 
that Southern Baptists 
could have said nothing and 
nobody would have noticed. 
Instead ... they stood up 
and made a full-throated 
admission of guilt and a 
public apology.”

Not all reaction was posi­
tive. Jack E. White, in a 
commentary for Time mag­
azine, wrote: “That’s mighty 
white of (Southern Bap­
tists). Forgive me for being 
underwhelmed by this as­
tonishingly belated act of 
contrition from the nation’s 
largest Protestant denomi­
nation.” □

“Winning Your School for 
Christ,” Scott Paris, minister 
of youth, First Church, Tulla­
homa.

Also on Saturday, Dean Fin­
ley, who directs youth evange­
lism for the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board, will lead 
a special conference on youth 
ministers.

Austin emphasized the new 
format “is not the end product, 
but instead is just a part of the 
youth evangelism strategy to 
reach every youth in Ten­
nessee for Christ by the year 
2000.”

For more information about 
the 1996 Tennessee Youth 
Evangelism Conference or to 
get registration information, 
contact Austin at (615) 371- 
2077. □
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'Right from Wrong' resources voice morality principles
By Terri Lackey
For Baptist Press

RIDGECREST, N.C. — You deposit 
60 cents in a soda vending machine out­
side the local market. You get your 
drink, and your deposit also returned. 
Do you keep the money or turn it into 
the convenience store owner.

Keeping the change might not make 
as an alarming moral turpitude, but it 
does go against a basic principle — hon­
esty, according to Larry Dry and Jimmy 
Hester, who taught the new Right from 
Wrong materials at Discipleship and 
Family Development Week at Ridge­
crest (N.C.) Baptist Conference Center 
July 15-21.

“Many kids lack basic morality per­
spectives, and that is partly because 
adults don’t see them all that clearly,” 
said Dry, manager of the pre- 
school/children’s section of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s discipleship and 
family development division. “If chil­
dren are going to learn right from 
wrong, adult are going to have to teach 
it to them. We’ve discovered that many 
children do not fully understand that 
God is the standard for right and 
wrong.

The BSSB together with Josh Mc­
Dowell, lecturer, author, and head of 
the Josh McDowell Ministry, have de­
veloped a series of Right from Wrong re­
sources for adults, youth, and children. 
The resources were generated from Mc­
Dowell’s recent study which reveals 
that even young people who have made 
personal commitments to Jesus are par­
ticipating in immoral and even illegal 
behavior.

The campaign was begun in 1993 
and is supported by 42 denominational 
and para-church groups. It has as its 
goal “to launch a nationwide grassroots 
effort to resource parents, grandpar­

ents, pastors, youth workers, and Chris­
tian educators to equip youth to know 
right from wrong, enabling them to 
make right choices.”

“Right from Wrong is not about just 
completing a study,” Hester, editor of 
discipleship materials for the BSSB, 
said of the adult workbook, “Truth 
Matters: For You and Tomorrow’s Gen­
eration.”

“It’s about a journey, a trip we will 
have to take if we plan to see some 
changes in some of the distressing 
trends taking place in America today,” 
he said.

Hester cited some of those trends. He 
said every day in America:

■ 1,000 unwed teenage girls become 
mothers.

■ 1,106 teenage girls get abortions.
■ 4,219 teens contract sexually trans­

mitted diseases.
■ 500 adolescents begin using drugs.
■ 135,000 pupils bring weapons to 

school.
■ 3,610 teens are assaulted; 80 are 

raped.
■ 2,200 teens drop out of high school.
■ 6 commit suicide.
“These trends in our society are be­

ing lived out all around us. Think about 
your community or your church,” Hes­
ter said. “You can find that a lot of 
these statistics have hit right in our 
own churches. What can we as Chris­
tians do to confront those issues?”

First, Hester said, adult Christians 
can learn the biblical difference be­
tween right and wrong and begin imme­
diately teaching them to children and 
youth.

“This is not just a book for parents, 
but for any adult with a significant rela­
tionship with children or youth,” he 
said.

The workbooks for adults, youth, and

children teach the same basic princi­
ples, Hester said.

“On different language levels, of 
course, they take you through the stan­
dards of truth, models of truth, stages 
or processes of truth, and the four Cs 
(consider, compare, commit, count),” he 
said.

One of the basic elements the work­
book teaches, Hester said, is the differ­
ence between precepts and principles 
and how to apply those to one’s life.

“Precepts are rules, requirements, 
standards. They are the Ten Command­
ments. Principles are the way you live 
those precepts,” he said.

For example, Hester said, “‘Thou 
shalt not steal’ is the precept for the 
principle of honesty.”

“I’m not so sure young people or chil­
dren ever put together precepts or prin­
ciples. Kids want to understand the 
principle behind the precepts or rules. 
And adults should be able to tell them 
why.”

The “why,” Hester said, is “because 
we believe the principles and the pre­
cepts in the Bible are the very nature 
and character of God.

“The Bible teaches us to be honest 
because the Bible said God is honest, 
and I’m created in his image, then I’m 
to be honest.”

When faced with a moral dilemma, 
Hester said, Christians can apply the 4 
Cs outlined in the workbook. Those are:

1) Consider the choice.
“Ask who determines what’s right 

and what’s wrong in this situation — 
me, somebody else, or God.

2) Compare it to God.
“Compare your attitude or action to 

God’s Word, which reflects his character 
and nature.”

3) Commit to God’s ways.
“Turn from your selfish ways and 

submit to God’s sovereign lordship. This

is one of the areas where most people 
have problems.”

4) Count on God’s provision and pro­
tection.

“This is another tough one for a lot of 
people. We expect him to provide and 
protect us, but we expect immediate re­
sponse. When we commit to God’s way, 
we have to commit to God’s timetable.

In his book, McDowell relays some 
startling statistics occurring among 
churched youth.

For example it was found:
■ 66 percent lied to their parents.
■ 36 percent had cheated on an 

exam.
■ 55 percent had engaged in sexual 

activity.
■ 20 percent had tried to hurt some­

one physically.
■ 23 percent had smoked a cigarette 

or used another tobacco product.
Of those youth surveyed, 65 percent 

claimed they pray daily, and 84 percent 
said they attend Sunday School and 
youth groups at least once a week.

“We’ve got to counter this culture, ” 
Hester said. The goal of Right from 
Wrong is to become a grassroots effort, 
and to resource parents, grandparents, 
and teachers to help youth and children 
become like Jesus by giving them prac­
tical ways to do it.

“We have a tool to counter a culture 
that needs to hear God’s message,” he 
added.

Resources include: “Truth Matters: 
For You and Tomorrow’s Generation,” 
(adult workbook and leader’s guide); 
“Out of the Moral Maze“ (workbook for 
college aged adults); “Setting You Free to 
Make Right Choices” (junior high and se­
nior high edition workbook and leader’s 
guide); and “Truth Works! Making Right 
Choices” (older children’s edition, 
younger children’s edition and leader’s 
guide). □

SWBTS in good 
standing with 
regional agency 
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
A recent evaluation by the 
Southern Association of Col­
leges and Schools affirmed 
Southwestern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary’s standing 
with the accreditation 
agency.

According to David Car­
ter, associate executive di­
rector of SACS, SWBTS “re­
mains as a member in good 
standing,” with the regional 
accreditation agency.

The SACS report follows 
an announcement by .the 
Association of Theological 
Schools earlier this year 
that they were placing the 
seminary on two years pro­
bation in the wake of the 
March 1994 firing of Presi­
dent Russell H. Dilday Jr. 
by seminary trustees. □

Biblical illiteracy crippling American Christian 
community, American Bible Society leader says
By Teresa Dickens
For Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The 
United States is saturated 
with copies of the Bible, but 
few know its content or under­
stand the significance of its 
message, according to an 
American Bible Society leader.

“In the United States, the 
Bible has become a multi-mil­
lion dollar industry,” said 
Maria Martinez, vice president 
of ABS. “Yet, some Christians 
who are in church on Easter 
Sunday don’t know what they 
are commemorating.”

Given these circumstances, 
the most effective way to share 
the Gospel message in the U.S. 
is through a personal witness, 
she said.

Martinez shared her re­
marks during Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union Week at Ridge­
crest (N.C.) Baptist Conference 
Center last month. She inter­

preted the week’s theme, “Risk 
the Journey,” through a mes­
sage on the risks involved in 
sharing the Word of God.

Describing America’s multi­
million dollar Bible industry, 
Martinez related, “This year 
alone, there will be eight new 
translations introduced into 
what is called the ‘Bible mar­
ket.’

“Approximately 95 percent 
of all homes in the U.S. have 
more than one Bible,” she con­
tinued. “Yet, most Bibles that 
are sold are given as gifts, and 
people tend to use the Bible as 
a good-luck charm and they 
don’t necessarily value or fol­
low its message and guidance.”

Despite the potential for 
knowledge, Martinez noted 
“there is a rising level of bibli­
cal illiteracy in the Christian 
community.

“A recent research study re­
vealed that although eight out 
of 10 persons in this country 

call themselves Christians, 
half of those don’t know that 
Jesus preached the Sermon on 
the Mount. Americans says 
that they believe in the Ten 
Commandments, but they 
can’t name them. And some 
Christians who are in church 
on Easter Sunday don’t know 
what they are commemorat­
ing.”

This erosion of biblical 
knowledge among Christians 
results in the loss of a personal 
witness, she said.

“We (Christians) are respon­
sible for sharing the Christian 
message with others,” she de­
clared. “Yet a solid biblical 
foundation is too often absent 
from our minds and hearts. 
And regrettably, too often the 
difference between our words 
and action is great.”

She noted that fulfilling the 
Christian mandate in the U.S. 
will require biblically literate 
Christians to take risks. □

Henry withdraws 
as NOBTS candidate 
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The ap­
parent leading candidate for 
president of New' Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary — SBC President 
Jim Henry’ of Orlando, Fla. 
— has withdrawn his candi­
dacy, Baptist Press has 
learned.

“I am 
deeply 
grateful 
that the 
school I 
love so 
much con­
sidered me 
as a candi­
date for president,” said the 
57-year-old Tennessee na­
tive and former Two Rivers 
Church pastor, adding that 
it “is best for me at this 
time to withdraw’ my 
name.”

Henry declined to elabo­
rate on his decision. □

HENRY
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letters k opinion

a about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 

for length.
■ Name may be withheld 

for sufficient reason. 
Include address and 

phone number.
■ Avoid personal attacks 

on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 

letters will not be pub­

lished.
■ Only one letter in a 

three-months period per 

writer will be published.

■ If letter does not con­
form, it will be returned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­

pressed in letters are 

not necessarily shared 

by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

Repenters needed
A bomb exploded in my 

heart while attending the 

North American Convocation 
on Revival at First Church, 
Little Rock, Ark., Feb. 14-17. 
God had sent me there to lis­
ten to the Word and to confess 
my sins. I had hurt some dear 
friends, had grown cold toward 
my church and family, had of­
fended some of my preacher 
brethren. On Thursday of that 
week God restored me to his 
fellowship.

Out of that meeting has 
come a new beginning; making 
things right with my people, 
my family, and the brethren. 
Also, God has nudged me 
about the letters I have writ­
ten over the years to the Bap­
tist state papers. He let me 
know that I needed the forgive­
ness of Tennessee Baptists. In 
many of the letters I called 
names and used inflammatory 
and condemning remarks.

I apologize for these things. 
I do not apologize for uphold­
ing Jesus and His Word, but I 
ask you folks to forgive me for 
being unkind and insensitive.

I now want to be absolutely 
right with God and with fellow 
believers, if at all possible. 
Seeing what real repentance 
has done and is doing in my 
life I want to recommend it to 
all of our Tennessee Baptists. 
We have some 2,916 in Ten­
nessee. Just think! If every 
Christian repented in all of 
these 2,916 churches, revival 
would sweep across America 
and maybe even the whole 
world.

Let’s join the small band of 
repenters (Isaiah 57:15; Psalm 
139:23-24).

Vaughn Denton, pastor 
Kirby Parkway Church

Memphis, 38141

Thanks from HMB
On behalf of our 4,913 home 

missionaries, I thank every 
Southern Baptist for support­
ing the 1995 Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering for Home Mis­
sions. This year’s ambitious 
goal of $50 million is the high­
est ever. It will take all of us 
giving sacrificially to meet the 
goal. I encourage individuals 
and churches who have not yet 
given to consider the signifi­
cant impact their dollars have 
on reaching our nation for 
Christ.

I especially commend those 
churches in the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention which 
have reached or exceeded their 
offering goals. All are to be 
commended for their faithful­
ness in giving to this special of­
fering which represents nearly 
half (49 percent) of the total 
Home Mission Board budget. 
One hundred percent of this of­
fering directly supports our 
missionaries and their min­
istries on the field. I can’t ex­
press enough the importance of 
your continued participation in 
this effort.

Southern Baptist home mis­
sionaries minister to the needs 
of hurting people in all 50 

states, the Caribbean, Ameri­
can Samoa, Guam, and Cana­
da. Annie Armstrong called 
these missionaries “substi­
tutes,” because they went for 
you to places you could not go. 
As you pray and give, you 
share in the victories with your 
“substitutes.” You also share in 
their disappointments when 
needs exist and resources are 
not available.

Thanks for all you have 
done and continue to do as our 
partners in home missions.

Larry L. Lewis, President 
Home Mission Board

Atlanta, Ga. 30202

Michigan volunteers
It was my joy to take a 

group to Novi, Mich, (a suburb 
or Detroit), to work with Or­
chard Hills Church July 15-21. 
The pastor asked us to do sur­
vey work.

I preached for them on July 
16. Then from Monday through 
Wednesday we knocked on 
about 100 doors in three areas 
within their church field. We 
met all kinds of responses — 
some good and some bad. But 
we located a good number of 
prospects for the church. We 
found some committed Chris­
tians of other faiths who love 
the Lord and made us feel wel­
come. There is a tremendous 
need for the Gospel in that 
area.

Orchard Hills Church 
shares its facility with Faith 

Korean Bible Fellowship, so 
they are able to get good usage 
of their building. Orchard Hills 
averages only about 30 to 50 
on Sunday morning.

Pastor Lee Vandenberg, 
asked that I express the 
church’s gratitude to Ten­
nessee Baptists for all they 
have done for them. Tennessee 
Baptists built their sanctuary 
and parsonage. They said they 
could never have had such 
marvelous facilities had it not 
been for the labor and generos­
ity of Tennessee Baptists.

As we prepared to leave 
Michigan for a side trip to Nia­
gara Falls, the Vandenbergs 
said, “You have no idea how 
much you have helped this 
week. What you have done in 
the survey will benefit this 
church far more than a Vaca­
tion Bible School ever could 
have.” It was then that our 
group felt content that we had 
stepped out of our “comfort 
zone” into the “risk” area of 
survey work. Originally we 
were scheduled to have VBS.

The Vandenbergs and the 
church family were great hosts 
and worthy of our continual 
prayers. Most Tennessee Bap­
tists do not realize how easy 
we have it here in the Bible 
Belt.

Pray for and get involved in 
the Michigan Partnership.

Donald L. Cobb, pastor 
First Church 

Livingston, 38570

Understanding our six Southern Baptist seminaries
I offer some words in the vein of 

John (I John 2:1) who addressed his 
chiding words to his constituency by 
beginning “My little children.” After 
having preached for 74 years, maybe I 
am “senior” enough to do this now 
without offense.

Unfortunately, the seminaries are 
under constant bombardment. Of 
course, no thinking Baptist would 
want theological liberalism to prevail 
in any of the seminaries supported by 
Cooperative Program funds.

The Peace Committee of the South­
ern Baptist Convention checked this 
and announced they found no serious 
problems about the theological solidar­
ity of some 495 of the approximate 500 
seminary employees. The rumor that 
theological liberalism prevailed was 
proven false.

The saying is perhaps true that if 
our Bible were lost, our current semi­
nary professors are such masters of 
the Scripture that they could repro­
duce them from memory in their origi­
nal tongues. That fact speaks volumes 
to us.

We need to know that our seminar­
ies have been under attack since “day 
one” by friend and foe. Foes have been 
jealous of our excellent physical facili­
ties and the number of young minis­
ters coming from their halls into the 
massive “army” of the Lord serving our 
pulpits, mission fields and our church 
staffs with vigor and effectiveness 
worldwide.

Friends have argued about whether

W a historical view
By James L. Sullivan, retired BSSB president

the seminaries should be required to 
follow an “indoctrination” or an “in­
quiry” method of study to discover 
ever-deepening meanings of Bible 
truth.

There is much to be said about both 
of these methods of guidance in teach­
ing. Both are necessary in certain 
times and circumstances of one’s life. 
The “indoctrination” methodology 
must be followed, of course, in a learn­
er’s earlier or young years.

Sometimes the materials will be 
hardly more than a refined catechism 
in which the teacher controls all or 
most of the thinking and leads into 
much rote memorization.

As learners advance toward higher 
levels of learning, however, they are 
taught to think more for themselves. 
Mere memorization is not forever. At 
first many “pat answers” are provided 
by which one could answer anticipated 
answers. At best, however, such a 
method becomes more inadequate as 
those learners advance in age and ex­
perience.

Our seminaries exist for training 
the older and more advanced students 
who have already graduated from col­
lege. They are mature and experienced 
students and thinkers, even on matric­
ulation day when they first enrolled.

While God’s revelation is complete,

our knowledge of his reve­
lation is still incomplete. 
This demands a lifetime 
of study, exploration, and 
learning. It is this back­
ground which induces our 

seminaries to follow the “inquiry” 
method for the most part as they train 
preachers generally to think for them­
selves more, using acceptable methods 
and tools of inquiry in the quest for ul­
timate truth. Such training equips 
them to do their own mature and deep­
er thinking while using the Bible as 
their textbook.

Certainly, ministers, when they run 
into acute unanticipated problems in 
the field, cannot run to their old pro­
fessor for pat answers, if he has done 
all the thinking for them earlier.

Once on the firing line of the pas­
torate, they must face the situation as 
it is and questions as they are with 
courage, maturity, and their faith in 
God.

People may argue over whims that 
have been accepted from the thinking 
and experiences of others, but they 
will die for convictions which have 
come to them through the mill of their 
own deep spiritual experiences along 
the way.

Each method has its own place. Nei­
ther should be condemned as invalid 
or wrong. — Sullivan wrote this series of 
articles for his church newsletter a few 
years ago. Future articles in this “A His­
torical View” series will be printed on an 
ongoing basis.

Daily 
Partnership 
Prayer 
Requests

August
2 — Pray for the group from Meadowview 

Church, Lawrenceburg, as they 
work with youth leadership in 
Calgary, Canada.

3 — Pray for Community Church, Prince 
Edward Island, Canada, that 
they will complete their building 
this fall.

4 — Pray for the team from Salem Church, 
Dayton, as they return today 
from a construction project in 
Canada.

5 — Pray for new church starts in Michigan 
and the pastors who are serv­
ing them.

6 — Pray for Mr. and Mrs. Mark McNeil, 
career missionaries, as they fin­
ish language school and begin 
serving in Poland.

7 — Pray for summer missionaries who 
complete their work in Michigan 
and return home this week.

8 — Pray for the evangelism team from 
Loudon Association that returns 
today from Poland.

9 — Pray for Unity Church, Maryville, as 
they lead VBS/BYBC at Victory 
Church in Kalamazoo, Mich, 
this week.
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editorial k comment

Hiroshima: tragedy, triumph, and lessons
As August 6 nears, Americans and 

Japanese people will be remembering the 
same date of 50 years ago.

On August 6, 1945, time stood still for 
a moment — and the whole earth seemed 
to shake. It was the fourth year of Ameri­
ca’s involvement in World War II. The 
Allies were winning on all fronts, but the 
armed forces were getting tired; men 
were tired of killing and wanted to go 
home to their loved ones.

The United States used the first nu­
clear weapon on that date, dropping an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan, 
with devastating results. At least 
75,000 people were killed, reports 
said, in an instant.

A few days later, another bomb 
was dropped on Nagasaki with 
equally horrifying results.

The bombs were used, it was 
said, to break the will of the enemy 
and to end the war quickly. There 
was no stomach for fighting a hor­
ribly bloody war forever against a fear­
less enemy — all the way to the Imperial 
Palace walls in Tokyo.

Less than two weeks later, the war 
was over. Japanese officials capitulated 
to an unconditional surrender with the 
hope that Emperor Hirohito could remain 
as titular leader.

So now fifty years have passed and on 
Sunday the anniversary arrives. Second- 
guessers and potential revisionist histori­
ans are asking again whether it was nec­
essary to use the nuclear weapons.

I remember the war years as days and

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Hospital patient to pastor 

visiting him: “Preacher, I 
have inflammatory rheuma­
tism. Do you know any ail­
ment that causes more pain?”

Pastor: “To have it and St. 
Vitus dance at the same 
time.”

Take this thought
Do you believe any prob­

lem you have could get 
worse? Let me suggest anoth­
er thought. Remember, any 
problem that you have can 
get better. Take your burden 
to the Lord — and leave it 
there. No need for both you 
and the Lord to,carry it. He 
will if your will let him.

Memorize this Scripture
“My God will supply all 

your need” (Philippians 4:19).

Pray this prayer
Lord, please help me to re­

alize that when it gets dark 
enough, the stars always 
come out. □

weeks and months of distress, with two 
brothers in the Army. I remember the 
troubled faces of my mother and father 
and we prayed for them, thought about 
them, dreaded to answer the telephone 
and looked askance at daily mail, dread­
ing a notice from the War Department.

I remember the stars hanging in our 
front window, sharing the pride and un­
certain feelings of having two men on ac­
tive duty. I remember the news that 
friends and neighbors received of deaths 
in battle, wounds of heart and soul. I re­

member when we learned that 
Billy Farrow, a high school chum 
of my brothers and sisters, was 
shot down over enemy territory 
after bombing Tokyo in a daring 
air raid of early 1942, led by 
Gen. Jimmy Doolittle. I remem­
ber when we found out he died in 
captivity.

I remember my anger at being 
too young and distress at my 

mother’s deep concerns and my father’s 
soul-searching.

I truly do not know whether it was 
wise, but in the context of those times, 
and having the feelings I have expressed, 
it was right. I would feel better if I knew 
our leaders had prayed over all the op­
tions and made the right decision.

Too young to realize the import of it 
all, I suppose, I do recall my feelings. My 
parents and sisters all told me that Pres­
ident Truman believed that the war’s end 
would mean everyone could go home.

On a crisp August morning in the cool

By Wm. 
Fletcher 

Allen, 

editor

Bedtime for preschoolers
Parents of ac­

tive preschoolers 
continuously ask 
about how to help 
the children at 
bedtime. When 
children reach the 
age of five, they usually have 
developed an active involve­
ment with their world and en­
joy exploration and play.

There are new things to do 
and enjoy. They don’t want to 
waste time sleeping because 
they might miss something. 
The adults are still up; so why 
shouldn’t they be with them?

They usually find more cre­
ative excuses not to go to bed 
or to go to sleep. Then comes 
the infamous glass of water. 
One of our daughters would 
choose bedtime to share the 
chronicle of her life.

Every time my wife would 
try to interrupt her to put her 
to bed, my enterprising little 
daughter would protest by say­
ing, “But this is important.” It 
is common for children to find 
more imaginative excuses to 
delay going to bed.

This also occurs during af­
ternoon nap time. Thus many 
parents feel that since the 
child does not seem to be 
sleepy that he no longer needs 
the afternoon nap. I learned 
this the hard way. As pastor I 
used to look forward every

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

year to taking the children of 
my church to a week-long 
camp where we could get to 
know each other as real-live 
persons, and where I could 
have the opportunity to intro­
duce them to Jesus in that re­
laxed atmosphere.

The first few years I 
thought since they were 
away from home and 
rules, I would Idt them 
stay up as late as they 
wanted (without dis­
turbing anyone else) 
and would not make 
them take naps.

At the end of the 
week I brought home 
zombies who would go to bed 
on Friday afternoon and not 
get up until Saturday after­
noon. Children do not have the 
stamina and physical reserves 
of adults, so they need those 
afternoon naps to keep from 
getting cranky and irritable.

There is another concern of 
many parents about the sleep 
rituals of preschoolers. Many 
children need that special 
friend or familiar object they 
treasure in order to go to bed

BARKLEY

Blue Ridge Mountains, I was awakened 
by our dormitory manager. He bounded 
up the steps, and shouted to us that the 
war was over. The war was over!

I hastily pulled on my clothes and ran 
full speed across the campground to 
where my mother slept. We crushed each 
other in a frenzy of ecstatic hugs. “They 
are coming home,” she said. “They are all 
coming home.” Of course we remembered 
one son, wounded in Europe, was already 
in the U. S. being treated in an Army 
hospital. She referred to ALL of them.

Was it right to use the bombs? Who 
can know. The people who made the deci­
sions were leaders of nations involved in 
a hideous and evil war.

The men who flew the planes were or­
dinary American men, hoping and 
dreaming for a good and peaceful life. 
The people who were killed were ordi­
nary people going about their daily lives. 
Some were military, most were civilian.

These were lessons. It has never hap­
pened again. Japan and Germany recov­
ered to become two of the most economi­
cally developed and strong nations of the 
world. We are friends again.

Was it the best way? Did it save lives? 
As they say, you had to be there. Gen. 
William Sherman said it well, war is 
hell, not glory. We dare to hope we have 
learned how to be true peacemakers, how 
to forgive, and how to ask for forgiveness.

War does not always have absolutes. 
Families on both sides suffered terribly. 
War always involves some evil and 
enough guilt for all. □

and go to sleep. 
This special pal or 
security blanket is 
what psycholo­
gists call a transi­
tional object. It 
usually involves 

the fear of the dark or of going 
to bed by themselves.

This object helps the child 
make the transition from the 
dependence of infancy to the 
increased independence of 
childhood.

Parents usually get con­
cerned that their chil­
dren will become too 
dependent upon these 
objects and carry them 
off to college with 
them.

There is nothing 
wrong with allowing 
children to keep these 
objects as long as they 
desire them.

Studies have shown that 
these children grow up to be 
well adjusted adolescents and 
young adults with no more de­
pendency problems than the 
average.

In summary, it is important 
for children to have proper 
rest, whether or not they seem 
to desire it. It is also important 
that children be allowed to use 
whatever devices they choose 
to make this transition a little 
easier. □

a one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

Real thing, or alias?
There is an innocent little 

word used in computer jargon 
which startled me the first 
time we met.

Alias.
I am sure most of us know 

at least one definition of alias.
Criminals or suspects being 

chased by law enforcement 
cadre usually have an alias.

They flee pursuit, find a 
safe place far from the scene of 
the crime, and take on another 
name. That is an alias.

Sometimes 
writers or nov­
elists choose a 
name other 
than their le­
gal name, and 
call it a nom 
de plume, or 
pen name.

But in com­
puter language 
an alias serves a slightly dif­
ferent purpose.

You can create as many 
aliases as you like — for cer­
tain folders. The topical infor­
mation really isn’t stored in 
the alias; it is just a reminder 
that the real file exists.

So the alias can remind the 
computer operator that though 
that file is blank, empty, there 
really is a folder filed properly, 
that has that information in it.

The alias is a reminder, but 
I wonder if sometimes it oper­
ates as a decoy. You can open 
the alias folder — and nothing 
is there.

The alias file tells you there 
is a certain file (with the same 
name) somewhere else.

I suppose this is the way 
children hide from their moth­
ers when they want to be in­
visible, or unseen.

Do they just file themselves 
somewhere out of sight, out of 
reach? Mother knows the child 
is somewhere, but where?

Children (and adults too) 
have a way of pointing to 
someone else when trying to 
escape blame. That’s another 
kind of alias, often called 
“Idunno.”

When we are forgetful, we 
file some important fact — and 
open all the aliases before 
finding what we are looking 
for.

Well, while aliases may be 
helpful reminders when we 
are in computer land, in the 
real world it is best to carry 
only one name. It'isn’t as 
though God can’t find us under 
the alias file.

It is a matter of being re­
sponsible for who we have 
come to be — and do.
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Tennessee features

State Pastor's Retreat offers 'Sanctuary on the Mountain'
For Baptist and Reflector

The annual Pastor’s Retreat 
for Tennessee Baptist minis­
ters is set for Aug. 28-31 at 
Camp Carson in Newport.

The theme of the four-day 
retreat, sponsored by the TBC 
Evangelism Department, is 
“Sanctuary on the Mountain.”

Kenneth Mathews, a profes­

sor from Beeson Divinity 
School of Samford University, 
Birmingham, Ala., will teach 
“Amos,” the 1996 Winter Bible 
Study topic.

David Daugherty, pastor, 
Shellsford Church, McMinn­
ville, and vice president of the 
Tennessee Pastor’s Conference 
will serve as camp pastor. Oth­
er speakers are James Porch, 

TBC executive director; 
Lawrence Hudson, Memphis 
pastor; and Ron Barker, Geor­
gia pastor. Archie Fendley of 
Central Church Bearden, 
Knoxville, will serve as camp 
recreation director while Bud 
and Barbara Lee of Blue 
Springs, Mo., will serve as 
camp musicians.

Total cost for the retreat is

$75 and in­
cludes pro­
gram, food, 
and lodging.

For addi­
tional informa­
tion, call the 
TBC Evange­
lism Depart­
ment at(615) 
371-2058. □

David 
Daugherty

Lawrence 
Hudson

Jubilee held in Church Hill
In photo to left, Pastor 

Gary Gerhardt, left, accepts a 
plaque from John Parrott, di­
rector of missions for Holston 
Valley Association commemo­
rating the 50th anniversary of 
First Church, Church Hill.

The church held a “Jubilee 
Celebration” July 23 in obser­
vance of its 50-year history in 
Church Hill. □

CHARTER MEMBERS joining in the 50th anniversary celebration 
at First Church, Church Hill, on July 23 were, from left, Marion 
Boyd, Irene Chestnutt Venable, Evaline Jeter Jessee, Else Jeter, 
Margaret Ann Derrick Hamilton, D.C. Jeter Jr., and Helen Derrick 
Eachus.

SS department missionary works with children

Lawrenceburg team ministers in Michigan 
A 14-member team from Immanuel Church, Lawrence­
burg, recently returned after serving for a week in 
Michigan in conjunction with the Tennessee/Michigan 
Partnership. The Lawrenceburg team is one of many 
from Tennessee that has assisted Michigan congrega­
tions this summer. The Immanuel group led Vacation 
Bible School during the morning and revival services in 
the evening. Below, the youth choir sing at Grace 
Southern Baptist Church in Rogers City, Mich. The 
church’s puppet ministry also performed. During the 
week there were two people who renewed their com­
mitment to Christ and one profession of faith, accord­
ing to Immanuel Pastor Patric Fife.

By Melissa Payne
For Baptist and Reflector

As a summer missionary, I have had 
many rewarding experiences. Many of 
them have taken place at a small 
church called Mountain View in 
Crossville.

I helped lead Vacation Bible School 
there. The theme was “Windows On the 
World.” Throughout the week, the chil­
dren heard about missionaries who go 

PASTOR ELIOT ROBERTS leads LEADING THE MUSIC DURING
worship for the VBS, which drew 
about 40 children.

the worship time of VBS is Melis­
sa Payne, who is from Kentucky.

PRACTICING THE PLEDGE TO THE BIBLE is an Hispanic boy 
who participated in the Vacation Bible School.

all over the world telling people about 
the good news of Christ. They also 
learned how they could love others who 
weren’t like them, and how they could 
teach their friends about Jesus.

I had the opportunity to teach the 
four- and five-year-old class. Their en­
ergy and enthusiasm added a lot to the 
class.

Throughout the week, their lessons 
concentrated on the love of 
Jesus for them. As always, 

you never know what to expect from 
this age group. While we were making 
“prayer phones,” one girl asked “What’s 
God’s number?” * _

A meaningful part of each day came 
when we would say the pledge to the 
flags and to the Bible. Then we would 
sing a song that went along with each 
pledge.

We had a student who was hearing 

impaired. A member of First Church,
Crossville, interpreted everything we 
did into sign language for her. The 
church sent several workers who 
helped us.

The week was a definite success. I 
know that the kids had a good time, and 
I’m sure they left with a true message 
of love. Perhaps one of the greatest ex­
periences I had was leading a boy to 

Christ. My “cup was 
filled” every night, but it 
was expecially overflow­
ing that night.

My summer in Cum­
berland Gap Association 
thus far has been a great 
one, and I’m sure that it 
will continue to be. I 
thank God for this awe­
some opportunity to 
serve him. □ — Payne, 
a student at Carson-New­
man College, Jefferson 
City, is one of two sum­
mer missionaries working 
with the Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention Sunday
School Department this 
year.
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a Tennessee features
Begun in 1820, Nashville's First now 175 years old

NASHVILLE - Have 
you ever wondered how 
long it takes a church 
to prepare for an­
niversary celebration?

Every anniversary 
marks-,another year of 
ministry, another 12 
months of history.

For Tennessee Bap­
tist churches, anniver­
saries usually are a 
prime occasion for re­
joicing, reflecting, and 
even merrymaking.

So how long does it 
take to plan and make 
ready for a church an­
niversary “party?”

As long as the church 
has existed? That’s a 

FIRST CHURCH, NASHVILLE, began celebrating its 175th anniver­
sary with a singing festival on July 22, followed by dinner for church 
members and friends.

JAMES L. SULLIVAN, center, explains the historical connections be­
tween Nashville's First Church and Mill Creek Church, on the site of the 
original Mill Creek Baptist Church.

good answer. It means 
that for 175 years First Church, 
Nashville, has been preparing for 
the anniversary that was recog­

cooperation from his office.
According to Sullivan approxi­

mately 240 people, Black and 
White, are buried at the site.

downtown Nashville, a smaller 
group of interested Baptists and 
friends gathered at the site of 
Mill Creek at Old Glenrose Ave.
off Thompson Lane.

They saw an historical marker 
commemorating the cemetery and 
church site. They heard a brief 
history of Mill Creek given by 
James L. Sullivan. They heard 
Jess Love, pastor -of Grandview 
Church and president of the 
Friends of Mill Creek explain how 
they are planning to raise funds 
to preserve the site. They also 
heard Nick Fielder, Tennessee 
state archeologist express thanks 
to the group and pledge further

nized July 22-23.
The story on page 1 of this is­

sue gives some of the facts about 
First Church’s 175th birthday cel­
ebration. First Church’s lineage 
goes back to Mill Creek Church 
(no longer in existence) — and it 
is difficult to separate the history 
of the two. In short, First Church 
is one of Mill Creek’s offspring.

After the Saturday night and 
Sunday morning (July 22-23) cel­
ebration of First Church’s 175th 
birthday at 108 Seventh Ave. in

However, only a few grave mark­
ers remain.

Fielder’s staff ascertained the 
exact site of the original log 
church building. He said the site 
will be placed on the National 
Historical Register.

At least three descendants of 
people buried on the site were 
present Sunday, July 23: Thomas 
Whitsett, Amelia Edwards, and 
Fannie Williams, who is 102 
years old.

According to Sullivan, “The 
Southern Baptist Convention was 
shaped in large part by Mill 
Creek Church.” He said Baptists 
from Flat Rock Church, Yadkin, 
N.C. in 1786 brought with them 
the best of Regular and Separate 
Baptist traditions and blended 
them at Mill Creek. The church 
thrived for 100 years.

It’s fitting that efforts have be­
gun to preserve the cemetery and 
original church site. Old Mill 
Creek and First Church are inex­
orably tied to the history of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. □

TWO DESCENDANTS of persons buried in the 
Mill Creek Cemetery: Fannie Williams, 102; and 
Amelia Edwards.

JESS LOVE, pastor of Grandview Church, welcomes visitors to the 
Mill Creek site. Love also is president of the preservation group.

WAITING FOR the dedication program, Mark Edwards, First 
Church minister of music, checks on news items about the 175th 
anniversary.

Story and photos 
by Wm. Fletcher Allen

TENNESSEE'S 
department of 
archeology as- 
sited in locating 
the exact site of 
the original Mill 
Creek church 
building. A cor­
ner marker is 
shown in photo 
above.

Baptist and Reflector ■ August 2, 1995 7



k families matter
Four issues threaten families, therapist says
By Terri Lackey
For Baptist Press

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP) — 
History has set the stage for 
the cast of characters who play 
the modern-day family, and it’s 
up to Christian playwrights to 
determine whether the final 
story line of that long-lived pro­
duction will be death or sur­
vival, a family therapist said.

Divorce, poverty, absentee 
fathers, and America’s televi­
sion viewing habits are the 
four plots that “cry out for 
change” above all others, ac­
cording to Stephen Sumerel, di­
rector of Family Life and Sub­
stance Abuse for the Baptist 
State Convention of North Car­
olina.

Sumerel presented a paper 
on “Family Trends: The Ele­
ments of Change” during a 
seminar at Discipleship and 
Family Development Week at 
Ridgecrest Conference Center, 
July 15-21. He determined the 
causes of some modern-day 
maladies of families may find 
their roots in history.

Sumerel chronicled the fam­
ily from Old Testament/He- 
brew roots through Roman, 
Greek, and Christian cultures, 
and into the Dark Ages, the 
Renaissance and the Industrial 
Revolution. He concluded by 
arriving at a snapshot of the 
modem family.

“Too many families live in 
poverty. Too many children 
have no father present in their 
lives. Too many marriages end 
in divorce, and too much vio­
lence and depersonalization 
have robbed us of our hope,” 
Sumerel said.

Baptist therapist traces root of family problems
By Terri Lackey 
For Baptist Press

Some of the problems fami­
lies face in the 1990s have roots 
in history, according to Stephen 
Sumerel, director of Family Life 
and Substance Abuse for the 
Baptist State Convention of 
North Carolina.

During a seminar at Disci­
pleship and Family Develop­
ment Week at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
Baptist Conference Center, July 
15-21, he presented a paper, 
“Family Trends: The Elements 
of Change,” chronicling the fam­
ily from Old Testament times 
through modem day.

Among his observations:
■ The Old Testament or He­

brew family structure was sta­
ble. Sexual misconduct was a 
sin, but more because it would 
jeopardize pure Hebrew blood­
lines. The power of women was 
nonexistent. Large families 
were needed for family work,

However, he added, “I sense 
that families cannot be, nor 
should they seek to be, what 
they were in times past. On 
days when I experience fami­
lies struggling with harsh real­
ities and finding their own ca­
pacity for healing, I then mar­
vel at the resiliency of the 
American family.”

Some statistics Sumerel cit­
ed are:

■ In 1970, the number of 
currently divorced people was 
4.3 million; by 1993, the num­
ber had escalated to 16.7 mil­
lion.

■ In 1970, the number of un­
married couple households was 
a half million; by 1993, it had 
multiplied seven times to 3.5 
million.

■ In 1970, the percentage of 
children under 18 living with 
one parent was 12; it had more 
than doubled by 1993 to 27 per­
cent.

■ In 1947, 20 percent of 
married women worked outside 
the home; it had nearly tripled 
by 1991 to 59 percent.

■ On any given night, 40 
percent of children go to sleep 
without a father in the home.

While divorces “have been 
increasing at a relatively 
steady rate for over 100 years, 
and while divorce rates in 
America have increased by 40 
percent in the last 20 years,” 
he said the number of divorces 
“seems to be leveling out.”

“It appears the social, eco­
nomic, and cultural changes in 
our nation which made such an 
increase likely have now done 
all the damage they can do,” he 
said.

Some factors which have 

and women provided “the gar­
den in which the (male’s) seed 
was to be planted.” Concubines 
were a part of the family struc­
ture, and fathers were financial­
ly tied to the children of their 
concubines. Hebrew men were 
able to divorce their wives for 
reasons of adultery and incom­
patibility, but the most frequent 
reason for divorce was infertili­
ty.

■ Romans were much more 
monogamous than Hebrews be­
cause children’bf their concu­
bines were not considered male 
heirs. As a result, Romans had 
more liberal divorce laws. Ro­
man men could divorce their 
wives for adultery, making poi­
son, drinking wine, and coun­
terfeiting house keys.

■ In Greek families, the level 
of women reached an all-time 
low. Wives were for children; 
concubines were for enjoyment 
and love. The attitudes toward 
concubines and any children 

contributed to divorce, Sumerel 
said, are:

■ An economy which has 
produced a need for both mar­
riage partners to work outside 
the home.

Statistics show that mar­
riages where women work 35 
to 40 hours outside the home 
are four times more likely to 
end in separation or divorce 
than marriages where women 
work 20 or fewer hours, he 
said.

■ Increased financial inde­
pendence of women, which 
gives them more freedom to 
leave unhappy marriages. “His­
torically, the men have made 
the choice to leave. Now both 
men and women can choose to 
leave a marriage,” he said.

■ Laws which have made di­
vorce easier to achieve. Di­
vorce, Sumerel said, quite nat­
urally leads to the phenomenon 
of absentee fathers.

“Twenty-seven percent or 18 
million American children grow 
up in a single-parent home. Of 
these, only one out of eight is 
headed by a father.” Sumerel 
said he believes society sees fa­
thers as “expendable.” *

Another alarming trend in 
today’s family, Sumerel said, is 
the amount of time children 
and parents spend watching 
television. He said researchers 
have found that while the tele­
vision set is on seven hours a 
day, mothers spend 12-15 min­
utes of undivided attention per 
day with their children and fa­
thers spend approximately two 
to four minutes a day.

“Television viewing is the 
second most time-consuming 
activity in our nation. We only 

they bore paralleled the advent 
of today’s plight of absentee fa­
thers, Sumerel recounted.

■ The Christian family was a 
mixture of Hebrew, Greek and 
Roman family structures. The 
family was still ruled by the fa­
ther, but women, while not 
equal in power in families, were 
elevated in the sight of God.

■ In the Dark Ages, people 
began working outside the fami­
ly structure to make their mon­
ey. “That’s when we began see­
ing a decentralizing role of fami­
ly which we are really feeling 
the result of these days,” 
Sumerel said.

■ During the Renaissance, 
commerce became increasingly 
focused outside the home. Large 
families were less attractive. 
And the nuclear family began 
emerging. “A case can be made 
that in the Renaissance the 
modem family was finally tak­
ing on embryonic form,” Sumer­
el said. 

spend more time sleeping, and 
working comes in a close third. 
The common thread connecting 
each of these top three activi­
ties is that none of them invites 
interaction between members 
of a family.

“The amount of time spent in 
front of a common household ap­
pliance is nothing short of revo­
lutionary,” he said. “The average 
American child whose home is 
connected to cable will be ex­
posed to 32,000 murders and 
250,000 acts of violence. By the 
time a child reaches age 18, he or 
she will have encountered over 
100,000 commercials for alco­
holic beverages.”

Sumerel suggested parents 
spend less time trying to ban cer­
tain television programming and 
more time with their children 
talking and playing.

Poverty is another haunting 
trend in American society target­
ed by Sumerel, who says the per­
centage of children living below 
the poverty line with only their 
mother is 54 percent. One-fourth 
of our nation’s homeless are chil­
dren, he said.

Without shelter, Sumerel 
said, children become “develop­
mentally arrested. One does not 
generally move to the next level 
of development when the founda­
tional levels have not been estab­
lished.”

Sumerel suggested churches 
look at these trends and deter­
mine how to become motivated 
by them. “Our faith informs us 
not to treat the family as a vic­
tim of our society, but to work to 
empower the family to become an 
agent of change. As we encounter 
families in pain, we are able to 
hear it as a call to action.” □

■ In Early American fami­
lies, women developed more 
power. They did far more than 
tend to domestic duties. They 
were very visible in the com­
merce of the emerging nation. 
Sexual immorality was pun­
ished with scarlet letters and 
public humiliation. However, 
scholars have found that pre­
marital sexual behavior was 
still experienced by about one- 
third of those who eventually 
got married.

■ In the industrialization and 
modernization era, the economy 
of the family was completely out­
side the individual family unit. 
As men left home, the role of 
child rearing fell exclusively to 
women. Adolescent males gained 
their education outside the pater­
nal relationship.

“This development may well 
be at the root of what was to be­
come a m^jor trend of our soci­
ety today — the fatherless fami­
ly,” Sumerel said. □

Family Resources
Following is a list of family 

life resources:
Parenting by Grace: Discipline 
and Spiritual Growth — 
Helps parents understand the 
gift of God’s grace in their par­
enting, including loving, af­
firming, disciplining, and 
guiding their children to ma­
ture and responsible Christ­
ian living. Also available in 
Spanish. Parent’s guide: 7764- 
06 G $4.95; Leader’s notebook: 
7765-06 G $24.95; Video ses­
sions, trains leader and sup­
plements, 8434-68 G $69.95

Christian Self-esteem: Parent­
ing by Grace — Teaches par­
ents to build their children’s 
self-esteem. Parent’s guide: 
7802-01 G $^.95; Leader’s 
notebook: 7801-01 G $24.95

Tough-Minded Parenting — 
Broadman and Holman book 
that addresses concerns of 
parents, including contempo­
rary issues, overcoming fears, 
setting examples, instilling 
values, building courage and 
parental love. Book: 4260-48 
G $14.99; Videocassette: 4427- 
63 G $24.95; Audiocassette: 
4446-23 G $14.99

Single Parenting with Dick 
and Jane — Advice on the 
joys and challenges of single 
parenting from two custodial 
single parents. 7217-83 G 
$4.95

The Family Worship Bible — 
Includes special helps for fam­
ilies: special articles. 52 fami­
ly worship plans, daily Bible 
reading plan, songs, concor­
dance, Bible pictures, and 
more. Hardcover, 4670-44 G 
$36.99

When a New Day Dawns: 
Families Dealing with Change 
— Change is inevitable. Fami­
lies will learn to identify tran­
sitions they may experience, 
apply biblical teachings to 
change, and develop skills to 
cope with change. Book: 5453- 
94 G $4.35; Equipping Center 
Module: 7248-14 G $25.00

When Crisis Comes Home — 
Equipping Center Module, 
teaches what the Bible says 
about crisis and about God’s 
care during crisis. Families 
identify and eliminate the 
causes of crisis, develop coping 
skills and ways to minister to 
others during crisis. 7631-13 
G $23.50

Breaking the Cycle of Hurtful 
Family Experiences — This 
self -paced workbook helps in- 
dividulas understand how 
parents, as primary role mod­
els, shape our view of God, our 
self-concept, and our relation­
ship swith others. 7210-74 G 
$12.95
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TenneScene kb the people, their v^ork

■ the people

■ Angela Campbell has 
been called as the secretary 
and activities director of Zion 
Church, Elizabethton.

■ the leaders

■ Harold McNabb has re­
signed as pastor of Unaka 
Church, Elizabethton, to serve 
a church in Marion, N.C.

■ Brooks Peters has been 
called as interim pastor of 
Lynn Valley Church, Eliza­
bethton.

■ Eric Lynn Pierce has 
been called as youth minister 
of Harmony Church, Eliza­
bethton.

■ Scott Davis, a student 
at East Tennessee State Uni­
versity, Johnson City, has been 
called as youth minister of Lit­
tle Milligan Church, Butler.

■ Frank Lethcoe has 
been called as interim pastor 
of Immanuel Church, Eliza­
bethton.

■ Tom Straka recently 
has resigned as pastor of Hap­
py Valley Church, Elizabeth­
ton.

■ Mark Dance, pastor of 
Ridgeview Church, Church 
Hill, has earned his doctor of 
ministry degree from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky.

■ Elmer Bailey has been 
called as interim minister of 
music of Trafalgar Village 
Church, Memphis.

■ Chuck Smith, former 
youth minister at Cherry Road 
Church, Memphis, has been 

! called as minister of music of 
Walnut Grove Church, Cordo­
va.

■ Greg Spears has been 
called as associate pastor of 

Speedway Church, Memphis.
■ Joe Franklin has been 

called as pastor of Eldad 
Church, Trenton.

■ Mike Rhodes has been 
called as pastor of Gibson 
Church, Gibson.

■ Gary Lowrey has been 
called as minister of music and 
youth at Hickory Grove 
Church, Trenton.

■ First Church, Milan, has 
called Gene Eudy as associate 
pastor.

■ Bruce McCartney, pas­
tor of Mt. Pisgah Church, 
Bradford, has earned his diplo­
ma in biblical studies from 
Seminary Extension at Union 
University, Jackson.

■ Gerry Gallimore has 
resigned as pastor of Hodge’s 
Chapel, Palmersville, to accept 
the call of Corinth Church, 
Sharon, as pastor.

■ Alan Pittman has been 
called as minister of youth of 
First Church, Troy, effective 
July 16.

■ Jim Phillips has been 
called as pastor of Dodson 
Branch Church, Cookeville.

■ Mill Creek Church, Mon­
terey, has called Glenn Con­
ner as interim pastor.

■ Mark Conway of First 
Church, Wellsville, Mo., has 
been called as pastor of Zion 
Church, Brownsville, effective 
July 16.

■ Shane O’Guinn of Dy­
ersburg has been called as 
minister of music and youth of 
Poplar Corner Church, Browns­
ville.

■ Stanton Church, Stanton, 
has called A.L. Slaughter as 
interim pastor.

■ Charles R. Conger was 
licensed to the ministry July 
12 by First Church, Paris. Con­
ger has been a laypreacher for 
many years and has been trea­
surer of the Western District

Association for 21 years.

■ Scenic Hills Church, 
Memphis, accepted an assign­
ment from the Home Mission 
Board to serve in Georgia July 
15-22. A team of 18 youth and 
adults served through the 
Dauphin Island Church Min­
istry near Mobile, Ala. The led 
Big A Clubs in the evenings at 
various locations, such as the 
International Seaman’s Center 
there.

■ Lee and Margaret Co­
wan, Jack Lavender, Gary 
Hite and Larry Bowers of In­
dian Springs Church, 
Kingsport will be going to 
South Venezuela to help build 
a children’s home and do evan­
gelistic work Aug. 11-21.

■ Calvary Church, Knox­
ville, has been requested by 
the Foreign Mission Board to 
help lead a missions group in 
Peru Aug. 6-13.

■ the churches

■ Poplar Grove Church, 
Elizabethton, enjoyed a cele­
bration party June 18 for ex­
ceeding the special offerings 
goals.

■ Elk River Church, But­
ler, celebrated its 125th anni­
versary July 23.

■ First Church, Church 
Hill, celebrated its 50th anni­
versary July 23.

■ Mt. Pisgah Church, 
Bradford, has new heating 
and cooling units, and a new 
roof, organ, and steeple.

■ First Church, Pulaski, 
will host a crusade for Giles 
County Nov. 15-19 at Martin 
Methodist College’s Christian 
Life Center in Pulaski. To pre­
pare, 21 teams will pray for

SINGING IN FRONT OF THE CHURCH they helped start in the 
Grand Rapids suburb of Dorr, Mich., is the Chapel Choir of First 
Church, Cleveland. Worship services will begin in the new build­
ing in September. The youth also performed in the Jackson, 
Mich., area and conducted seven Backyard Bible Clubs and a 
soccer camp. The camp drew 218. The trip resulted in 29 profes­
sions of faith.

three months. The theme for 
the crusade is “Reaching Peo­
ple, the Miracle Begins.”

■ Public Well Church, 
Martin, has raised a new 
steeple on its building.

■ Third Church, Nash­
ville, will hold a revival Aug. 
6-9. Evangelist Dickson Rial of 
Texas will speak, and music 
will be led by Wayne Ray, min­
ster of music at Immanuel 
Church, Lebanon.

■ First Church, Old 
Hickory, is holding a revival 
for youth July 31 - Aug. 4. 
Wally Carson is emphasizing 
what is right and wrong.

■ The annual homecoming 
activities of Clear Creek 
Church, Crossville, will be 
Aug. 6. A luncheon and a music 
program beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
will be held.

■ Charlotte Road Church, 
Nashville, will hold a dedica­
tion service for its newly reno­
vated sanctuary Aug. 6. This 
will complete the final phase of 
the building program that was 
begun in 1991. Also, the date 

will mark the church’s home- 
coming.

■ New Corinth Church, 
Rutledge, observed Youth 
Sunday July 30. The youth 
performed skits they learned 
at the annual State Youth 
Evangelism Conference. Clint 
Hibler from Indian Ridge 
Church, Blaine, spoke during 
the morning service.

■ Oak Grove Church, 
Washburn, will celebrate its 
homecoming Aug. 13.

■ Calvary Church, Leba­
non, will hold Vacation Bible 
School Aug. 7-11 from 6-8 pm.

■ the associations

■ Holston Valley Associ­
ation will host its fourth an­
nual missions fair Sept. 9 at 
Cherokee High School, Rogers­
ville.

■ Giles County Associa­
tion is holding a tent crusade 
July 30 - Aug. 5. Gerald Stow, 
Tennessee Baptist Children’s 
Homes president, is speaking.

Tennessee Sampler bu views, insights
Would it make any 
difference if I asked?

By Kenneth D. Heath 
minister of education 
Dalewood Church, Nashville

Have you ever thought about the 
people who look up to you? Some that 
come to mind are your children, your 
brothers and sisters, and people you 
work with. It might be different people 
for you, but I’ll bet there are some who 
appreciate being with you and working 
with you on a shared task.

It’s nice to have the respect that goes 
with being “looked up to,” when people 
ask your opinion and then really listen 

to your answer.
There is something else about being 

“looked up to” that you should note. It 
carries some deep responsibility. When 
people respect your opinion and desire 
to know what you think, they expect to 
get your best.

Think about some of the people you 
contact each week — at work, the gro­
cery store, the gas station, or over the 
backyard fence. Some of them think 
you are nice. They see you as someone 
who cares about his/her friends and 
would help if it was needed.

If you do care for them, could you 
show your concern by inviting them to 
join you for Bible study? How much 
more could you care for someone than 
to want them to know about Jesus? To 

some of those around you, a simple 
word from you might be all that is 
needed to help them find out about sav­
ing grace. Who is waiting for your invi­
tation?

'Take Time to Be Holy'

By Grover Westover, pastor 
Harmony Church, Whiteville

I came across the following in the 
July issue of Reader 's Digest.

One Sunday morning at church, our 
pastor announced “Today’s final hymn 
will be No. 238: ‘Take Time to Be Holy.’ ” 
Then he added, “In the interest of time, 
we will sing only the first and last vers­
es.”

Paul encourages us to “redeem the 
time, because the days are evil.” Time 
is certainly the most valuable commodi­
ty we have at our disposal. All of us 
have an equal number of hours in a giv­
en day that we must decide how to 
spend. As important as spending time 
with family and in our vocation is, the 
most important time we can spend is 
that time we spend alone with God.

We cannot hurry through our public 
or private worship and expect to grow 
in our relationship with God. Our rela­
tionship with God is the foundation 
upon which all other relationships 
must be built if they are to be solid and 
steadfast relationships. Therefore it is 
important that you and I “Take Time to 
Be Holy.” □
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Dobson's Focus on the Family ministries 
to monitor religious freedom violations

You'll thrill to the exciting 
new sounds of happy 
music, enchanting rhythm 
and beautiful new Southern 

Style instrumental arrange­
ments by the talented 
ROYAL MELODEERS as they 
play 19 UNFORGETTABLE 
ALL-TIME GOSPEL CLASSICS 
for your enjoyment. Every 
selection in this exclusive 
new album collection is 
newly recorded with a 
TOUCH OF SOUTHERN 
FLAVOR that is delightfully 
refreshing, injecting new life 
into old favorite songs and 
precious living memories!

All New Recordings!
All your favorites are here 

for the first time ever! 
There’s never been a Gospel 
collection like this. Magnifi­
cent music you’re sure to 
love, that satisfies the thirsty 
soul like a stream of 
sparkling water and a breath 
of fresh air. These songs of 
faith and inspiration will 
touch the heart, lift the 
spirit and brighten your day. 
A treasury of all newly 
arranged Gospel Greats 
offered here in your choice 
of cassette or compact disc. 
Not available in any store, so 
order SOUTHERN STYLE 
GOSPEL MEMORIES today! 
Can also be a delightful gift.

HOT AVAILABLE IN STORES!
OUR GUARANTEE
If you 

are not 
completely 

satisfied 
with your 

purchase in 
any way, you 
may return it 

for a full 
refund.

r-—------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------

I ROYAL RECORDS™ BUENPA°-®^ „
I YES! Please Rush Me:
’____ (GT-I) GOSPEL MEMORIES-TAPE Only $10.95
!____(GD-I) GOSPEL MEMORIES-CD Only $14.95
! Please add $2.00 postage & handling for each item ordered, 
! CA residents add sales tax.
! Enclosed is my □CHECK □ MONEY ORDER for$

। Name__________________ _________________ •
• Address__________________________________ ___
I City State_____ Zip

I'll Fly Away 
It Is No Secret 

Since Jesus Came Into 
My Heart 

When The Roll Is 
Called Up Yonder 
In The Sweet By 

And By 
There Is Power
In The Blood

The World Is Waiting 
For The Sunrise

Beyond The Sunset 
The Lily Of The Valley 
Each Step Of The Way

Leaning On The 
Everlasting Arms 
Onward Christian

Soldiers
Room At The Cross 

For You
Showers Of Blessing 
I Shall Not Be Moved
No One Ever Cared 
For Me Like Jesus

He Keeps Me Singing 
He's Coming Soon

Is He Satisfied 
r

Associated Baptist Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colo. — Focus on the Family 
ministries has declared itself a 
clearinghouse for people to re­
port incidents where religious 
freedom has been violated.

This effort was spawned by 
a conversation between Focus 
on the Family President James 
Dobson and Speaker of the 
House Newt Gingrich, R.-Ga., 
Dobson said in a July letter to 
his supporters.

Dobson’s immediate goal, he 
said, is to get Congress to pass 
a religious liberty amendment 
to the Constitution.

Religious conservatives 
have been calling for such an 
amendment, which they be­
lieve is necessary to set the 
record straight on what is al­
lowable religious expression in 
places such as public schools. 
Other religious groups have 
said such an amendment is un­
necessary but that courts and

Union to offer seminary extension courses this fall
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — Union Uni­
versity, in cooperation with lo­
cal associations, will offer 11 
extension courses this fall in 
nine West Tennessee locations.

Registration, meeting time, 
and costs vary at each location.

Sites, courses, and teachers 
are:

Ardmore Church, Memphis, 
“Studies in Isaiah,” Wrex 
Hauth, Memphis chaplain

Beech River Center, Lexing­
ton, “I Corinthians,” Michael 
Moore, pastor, Bear Creek 
Church, Parsons

Big Hatchie Center, Cov­
ington, “Romans,” Paul 
Moore, pastor, Charleston

Director Needed
Southern Baptist Assembly and 

Camp Managers Conference is 
seeking applications for the posi­
tion of Part-time Conference Direc­
tor. Applicant must have proven 
communication skills, administra­
tive orientation, and be computer 
literate. If interested, contact 
George Coleman, % White Oak 
Conference Center, P.O. Box 360, 
White Oak, S.C. 29180. Deadline 
for applications is Aug. 31,1995.

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet

VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

.. ... -.. .

school administrators need a 
clearer understanding of the 
freedoms already afforded by 
the First Amendment.

In his July letter, Dobson 
cited the case of a Salt Lake 
City high school graduation 
ceremony where a student 
choir was barred from singing 
two religious songs.

“It is estimated that more 
than 1,000 incidents like the 
one in Salt Lake City occur 
every year, but the national 
media typically ignore them 
unless they involve ‘homosexu­
al rights’ or other politically 
correct viewpoints,” he wrote.

The Salt Lake City incident 
was widely reported in both 
the secular and religious press.

Dobson said Gingrich sug­
gested congressional under­
standing of the problem would 
be enhanced by more careful 
recording of alleged religious 
liberty violations.

“What is needed is a central 
registry through which viola­

Church, Stanton
BSU Center, Dyersburg 

State Community College, 
“Contemporary Christian 
Preaching” and “Studies in 
Amos,” Charles Halliburton, 
Finley Church

Gibson Center, Trenton, 
“Hebrews,” Wayne Perkins, 
pastor, First Church, Kenton

Hardeman Center, Bolivar 
(for details, contact the Harde­
man Association office at (901) 
658-9378.)

Shiloh Center, Adamsville, 
“Studies in Amos,” Jimmy Gar­
rett, pastor, Gravel Hill

Classified
FOR SALE: Oak padded pews, 
pulpit furniture. & communion 
table. Call (615) 775-1154 or 
(615) 624-5846. 

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-SOO-251-0679

Call toll-free anytime ... 1-800-473-6688
We’re built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches.

h Interiors of Nashville
New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING 

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations

Church Buses 
(New and Used) 

We rent new buses! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
Available in 20' to 33* models 

(12 to 38 Passenger)

tions of religious freedom can 
be reported,” Dobson said. 
“Henceforth, Focus on the 
Family will serve as the repos­
itory of that information, 
which will later be reported, 
hopefully, in congressional 
hearings.

Dobson emphasized Focus 
on the Family “has no inten­
tion of becoming a political or­
ganization. By that, I mean we 
will never endorse political 
candidates or align ourselves 
with political parties,” he 
wrote. “Despite some percep­
tions to the contrary, we are 
not ‘owned’ by Democrats, Re­
publicans, or independents.”

Dobson said his ministry 
has spent only 4 percent of its 
total budget in the past year 
on “public policy” issues. “That 
ratio is not likely to change in 
the future — but please don’t 
ask me to snuff out the re­
maining 4 percent in order to 
avoid ‘getting political,’ ” he 
wrote. □ — Mark Wingfield

Church, Ramer
Weakley Center, Dresden, 

“Evangelism,” Mike Peterson, 
pastor, Long Heights Church, 
McKenzie; and “Formation for 
Ministry,” Richard Skidmore, 
DOM, Weakley Association

Western District Center, 
Paris, “Studies in Amos,” Lynn 
King, Maplewood Church, 
Paris

Courses are open to individ­
uals age 16 or older. For more 
information, call Union’s office 
of religious affairs at (901) 
661-5160 or any local DOM. □

WANTED: Min. of Youth/ 
Education

Rapidly growing S.C. church needs 
full-time experienced staff person. 
Send resume to Rocky Knoll Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 1100, Walhalla, 
S.C., 29691 or call (803) 638-5713.

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

Free! Estimates 
and Interior 

Design 
Consultation

.. ....... it:

1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615) 371-6180
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Kt Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for August 6 
Focal Passages: 

Colossians 3:5-16

Isaiah's call and message

Living in a new
way

Convention Uniform Series 
for August 6 

Focal Passages: 
Isaiah 6:1-8; 1:14-17

By C. William Palmiter

BARKER

The therefore of verse 5 presents a conclusion 
to what has gone before. Because Christ is his 

new life, the Christian is called 
to be dependent on the power of 
the glorified Lord. Paul describes 
the negative and positive conse­
quences of living in a new way as 
demanded by Christ Jesus. By 
consistently turning one’s back 
on self and turning in obedience 
to Christ, a believer experiences

PALMITER what, from the standpoint of 
eternity, is an accomplished fact. The word, mor­
tify, means “to put to death.” Since we have died 
with Christ, we have the spiritual power to deal 
with the fleshly desires that try to control our 
lives.

Fornication represents any sexual relation­
ship outside the bond of marriage. Uncleanness 
is lustful impurity that is associated with loose 
living. Inordinate affection defines a state of 
mind that is receptive of sexual impurity. Evil 
concupiscence means the base, evil desires. Here 
covetousness obviously is related to the type of 
greed that drives a person to seek sexual 
immorality. This sin is idolatry since it replaces 
a passion for God with sexual indulgence that 
leads to a broken relationship with God and an 
unhealthy, hurtful relationship with others.

After warning about the judgment of God 
against the sensual sins, Paul points out sins of 
attitude and speech. He paints the picture of a 
person changing clothes: “Put off ... put on” (w. 
8-10). Now that we have new life in Christ, we 
must put off the old actions, desires, attitudes 
and speech. The word anger characterizes habit­
ual attitudes, while wrath is a sudden outburst 
of anger. Malice describes an attitude of ill will 
toward a person. If we harbor malice toward a 
person, we are unhappy when that person is suc­
cessful, and we rejoice when that person is in 
trouble. That is sin!

Blasphemy is speech that slanders someone 
and cuts them down. Lying is any misrepresen­
tation of the truth, even when the words are 
accurate. The tone of the voice, the look on the 
face, a gesture or the motive of the heart can 
change the meaning of any truth.

The new order of life in Christ must not make 
artificial distinctions between persons. Sin 
divides, but Christ brings people together. In 
Christ there are no racial (Greek nor Jew), no 
religious (circumcision nor uncircumcision), and 
no cultural or social (Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free) differences. Christ is all in that he is 
the Lord of all.

While not ignoring the negative, the Christian 
is to accentuate the positive by doing what is 
right. The expression, bowel of mercies, could be 
translated compassionate heart; it means to feel 
so deeply for another that one experiences his 
pain with him. The term, kindness, is the spirit 
rooted in Christ’s love that enables others to 
overcome the wrong in their lives. Humbleness of 
mind means to be willing to submit oneself to 
another out of a commitment to Christ. Life 
characterized by God’s peace does not ignore 
problems; it resolves them in love that binds peo­
ple together. The result of living in peace and 
unity in the body of Christ is growth through 
great learning and rejoicing in psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs. □ — William Palmiter is pas­
tor of Bethel Church, Greenbrier.

By Jerry Barker
For the past few weeks 

we have studied passages 
from three of the fourth cen­
tury prophets. Over the next 
three weeks we will be 
studying from Isaiah, the 
fourth and most famous
from this group. Isaiah is the first of the prophetic 
books because of the length and impor­
tance of this book and its message. 
Today, we will summarize Isaiah’s call 
and his basic message.

Isaiah’s call — ch. 6:1-13
Isaiah’s vision of God comes at a 

critical juncture in the history of his 
nation as they had just lost a great 
leader.

“In the year that king Uzziah died I 
saw also the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the tem­
ple” (v. 1).

King Uzziah, also called Azariah, had a long and a 
prosperous reign. As Isaiah grieved over Uzziah’s death 
he had a vision of the eternal King (v. 5). In this very 
difficult time, Isaiah felt the holiness of God (v. 3). The 
word holy means that God is exalted above human 
beings. The word holy means that the Lord is righteous 
in who he is and what he does. In verses 5-7 we see how 
this vision touched Isaiah in his own personal life.

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips ... for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts” (v. 5).

Isaiah became deeply aware of his own sins. Isaiah 
discovered a great truth about this righteous God. 
When we confess our sins and realize our great need for 
forgiveness then we find that cleansing and forgiveness.

In verse 8, we are made aware of God’s call and of 
Isaiah’s response. “Also I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?

Then said I, Here am I; 
send me.”

Isaiah exhibited the 
kind of faith God wants all 
of us to practice. Isaiah at 
this point did not know 
what God wanted him to 
do, but he volunteered to

fulfill that mission in faith. God then gave him his com­
mission in verses 9-13. Isaiah was to go and to preach 
God’s message even though he knew that most would 
reject that message. Again, we are to be thankful no 
matter what the results may be.

Isaiah’s message — ch. 1:14-17
God hates hypocritical religion. “Your new moons 

and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them” (v. 14).

True worship was based not on the basis of what 
happened in the temple but on what happened in the 
daily lives of the worshipers. Notice, even though the 
people said the right words in prayer and made the 
right motions, their hands were “full of blood” (v. 15). 
Folks, people in the world evaluate our Lord by our 
example. The best worship you could ever give God is to 
live out your faith in a way that would honor God.

The first step to true worship is to get our hearts 
right with the Lord. We need to repent and serve our 
God. “Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of 
your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; Learn 
to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow” (vv. 16-17). 
Someone once said, “Your actions speak so loudly, I can­
not hear what you are saying.”

Verse 17 shares with us the positive side of repen­
tance. If we truly repent then we become obedient to 
God. Keep in mind that “judgment” means “justice.” It 
means treating the helpless and oppressed with fair­
ness and compassion. People of faith should always be 
concerned about defending those who are exploited. □ 
— Jerry Barker is pastor of First Church, Alamo.

God's judgment against the nations

AUSTIN

By Clay Austin

The danger of rejoicing when 
others fall — ch. 26:2-3

Tyre was judged because the city 
rejoiced in the fall 
of the nation of 
Israel. Tyre proba­
bly felt that they 
would stand to prof­
it in their commer­
cial trade now that 
Israel was out of the 
way. They learned, 
however, that it is

dangerous to oppose God’s purposes. 
Tyre’s rejoicing was short lived. 
Ezekiel delivered the verdict that no 
nation could oppose God and his 
purposes without consequences. 
Even though Israel was not the peo­
ple that God desired, he still loved 
them and intended for them to be 
his.

At times we are guilty of the 
same dangerous mistake. Christians 
can seem to “enjoy” the failures of 
other brothers and sisters in Christ 
or other churches. We are quick to 
point out why they have failed. We 
may be tempted to rejoice when one 
church has problems and another 
gains members as a result. When 
one Christian or local church has 
success we should rejoice, and when 
an individual or a church suffers 
distress we should grieve with them. 
Tyre and Jerusalem were in eco­
nomic competition. Unlike these 
ancient competitors, those involved 
in Kingdom work should never feel

Bible Book Series for August 6 
Focal Passages: Ezekiel 26:2-3; 

28:1-7, 24-26
the tension of competing, but rather 
the strength of complementing one 
another. Israel had failed, but God 
was not through with them.
The danger of replacing God — 

ch. 28:24-26
Ezekiel still had much to say to 

Tyre. Not only had they rejoiced at 
the wrong time, they also were in 
the precarious position of replacing 
God in their nation. The dangerous 
attitude had been displayed from 
the top down. The example was 
demonstrated by the prince himself. 
Ezekiel pointed out that the prince 
is a wise person who had “increased 
his wealth.” The sin lies not in the 
wise use of abilities and multiplica­
tion of resources, but in the attitude 
concerning the source of these bless­
ings. Again we may fall prey to this 
very human temptation. We some­
times think that we can be absolute­
ly self-reliant and do almost any­
thing on our own. Even in church 
we may mistakenly feel that our 
programs, our ideas, our strategies, 
and our work will equal Godly 
results. When this takes place, like 
Tyre, we are tempted to give our­
selves all the credit. We soon forget 
that without God our work would 
have no purpose or meaning and 
with God we can do more than our 
abilities permit. Both Israel and

Tyre needed to comprehend this 
truth.

The danger of rejecting God’s 
people — w. 24-26

In the midst of judgment there is 
a word of hope. God is still for his 
people and anyone or any nation 
that frustrates his purpose will be 
punished. In II Thessalonians Paul 
stated that God would “repay with 
affliction those who afflict you.” 
Israel was promised that their ene­
mies would be dealt with by God. 
God promised to gather his people 
from foreign lands and restore them 
to their own land. In the new land 
they would dwell securely because 
God would provide their defense! 
Ezekiel’s message underscored the 
truth that anyone who rejected God, 
or his people would be forced to rec­
ognize the Lord God.

God’s intention for his people 
included their being a powerful force 
in the world. His first choice for his 
people did not include exile or for­
eign domination. Other nations now 
witnessed the same bitter lesson 
that Israel had been forced to digest. 
Security comes not from economic 
success, political superiority, c • mil­
itary strength, it comes from God. 
To entrust your life to anyone less is 
dangerous. □ — Clay Austin is pastor 
of First Church, Blountville.
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global/national ne\A^s briefs
Record set for junior 
high participation in 
World Changers
Baptist Press

MEMPHIS — The soaring 
temperatures were no match 
for almost 500 junior high stu­
dents and their leaders who 
participated in a World Chang­
ers work project June 17-22 in 
Savannah, Ga. The project 
marked the highest attendance 
ever at any World Changers 
site.

Sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood Commis­
sion, World Changers involves 
youth in coeducational mis­
sions projects.

During the same week, an­
other group of 430 junior high 
students and leaders were in­
volved in hands-on missions 
activities in Jackson, Tenn.

In all, more than 900 sev­
enth and eighth graders were 
involved in World Changers 
Jr. High. □

CBF council approves 
plans to hire reps
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
The coordinating council of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship has approved a plan to 
hire seven part-time “field rep­
resentatives” in eastern states 

to promote the four-year-old 
organization of moderate Bap­
tists opposed to current South­
ern Baptist Convention leader­
ship.

The unanimous vote of the 
80-member board came during 
a July 19-20 meeting prior to 
the CBF’s fifth General Assem­
bly meeting.

The program will be on an 
18-month trial period, accord­
ing to CBF Coordinator Cecil 
Sherman. The council ap­
proved an allocation of 
$105,000 for the proposal.

In other action, the council, 
upon request from the council’s 
ethics and public policy min­
istry group, approved a re­
quest to remove funding from 
the budget of the Memphis­
based Baptist Peace Fellow­
ship of North America.

Nashville pastor Joel 
Snider of Crievewood 
Church, chairman of the min­
istry group, said there was a 
“lack of consensus” in the 
group for the peace fellow­
ship’s recent and controversial 
stance affirming some homo­
sexual relationships.

In his report to the council 
Sherman shared that the 
CBF’s receipts of $6.4 million 
from January-June exceeded 
the prior year’s period of $4.6 
million.

The amount received was 
about $500,000 over the $5.9 
million budget for that period, 
the council learned. □

Arkansas college 
elects Tennessee native 
as new president
Baptist Press

WALNUT RIDGE, Ark. — 
Jerol Swaim, interim president 
of Williams Baptist College 
since March, has been given 
the job on a permanent basis.

The college’s board of 
trustees voted unanimously 
July 20 to make Swaim WBC’s 
fifth president.

Swaim is a native of 
Brighton and received his 
bachelor’s degree from Union 
University, Jackson; a mas­
ter’s degree from George 
Peabody College of Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville; and the 
doctor of education from the 
University of Memphis.

Swaim has been affiliated 
with the Arkansas Baptist 
school since 1964, when it was 
then known as Southern Bap­
tist College. He and his wife 
have two grown daughters. □

WMU Foundation 
elects first president 
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A 
13-year veteran of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention staff 
has been named as the first 
president of the Woman’s Mis­

sionary Union Foundation.
Richard Carnes, president 

of the Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation since 1988, will assume 
the new position Sept. 1.

The WMU Foundation, an 
independent corporation gov­
erned by its own board of 
trustees, was created last Jan­
uary to strengthen the min­
istry of Woman’s Missionary 
Union. The 107-year-old WMU 
provides missions education 
and sponsors missions activi­
ties for women, girls, and 
preschoolers. It also has been 
the lead promoter of Southern 
Baptists’ home and foreign 
missions offerings.

Under Carnes’ leadership 
the WMU Foundation will as­
sume the management of more 
than $2 million in WMU as­
sets. □

SBTS vice president 
takes Virginia post
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
Thomas F. Mabe, a vice presi­
dent at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary since 1987, 
has resigned to become direc­
tor of development at Virginia 
Baptist Homes, based in 
Culpeper.

Mabe has led SBTS’ division 
of institutional advancement 
which includes development, 
public relations, and alumni 
services. □

Radio programs 
reach estimated 
388 million weekly
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH. Texas - 
Five weekly radio programs 
produced by the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Televi­
sion Commission reach an 
estimated worldwide audi­
ence of 388 million people
each week.-----Uli wccn..

The Commission’s June 
radio marketing report 
shows “Country Crossroads” 
as being the most popular 
RTVC-produced program, 
airing on 887 stations a to- 
tai of 946 times per week. It 
airs in 213 different mar­
kets worldwide and in 36 of 
the top 50 markets in the 
United States.

The program is a combi­
nation of the latest in coun­
try music, interviews with 
country music personalities, 
and inspirational thoughts 
from hosts Bill Mack and 
Jerry Clower.

Following in popularity 
among RTVC-produced pro­
grams are “Powerline,” car­
ried by 608 stations, “Mas- 
terControl,” 500 stations, 
“On Track,” 416 stations, 
and “The Baptist Hour,” 372 
stations. □

It's no mystery MMM 
Aug. 20 is 

Baptist and Reflector Day
This year marks the 160th anniversary of the Baptist and Reflector. The paper has been published under its current name since 

1889 when The American Baptist Reflector and the Tennessee Baptist were combined.
Baptist and Reflector Day is a time set aside on the calendar of the Tennessee Baptist Convention to inform and remind Tennessee 

Baptists of their weekly newsjournal which enters more Tennessee Baptist homes than any other TBC entity.
Plan now to observe Baptist and Reflector Day in your church. We will provide a free copy to members of non-subscribing churches 

for use on Aug. 20 or any other day you choose. If your church used to provide the paper but no longer does so, this will be a good 
opportunity to remind your members of their state newspaper and to introduce it to new members. Return the form below to reserve 
copies of the Aug. 16 issue of the Baptist and Reflector for your members.

Special Order Form for Baptist and Reflector Day
i Please send copies of the Baptist and Reflector.

: Name________________________________________________________________________________________________ ___________

i Title_____________________________________________________________________________________________

: Church________________________________________________________________________ ___ ____________

i Address__________________________________________________________________________ ____ ___________________ ___

Send form to: Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024

Clip and mail form 
TODAY or call the of­
fice at (615) 371-2003 
to reserve copies of 
the Baptist and Re­
flector for use on 
Baptist and Reflector 
Day.
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