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■ Baptists respond to 

needs caused by hurri­
canes. — Page 2

national
■ Florida to end ties with 

Stetson. — Page 3

■ Enrollment down at 
Southern Seminary. — 
Page 3

state —
■ Cleveland church mem­

bers help rescue elderly 
couple. — Page 6

■ Salem mission breaks 
ground in Beech Grove.
— Page 6

In Lebanon

BHEP opens second home at Stoneway Acres
For Baptist and Reflector

LEBANON — Dreams are 
continuing to come true for 
Baptist Homes for Exceptional 
Persons.

The first dream was real­
ized in 1986 when BHEP was 
formed as a private, non-profit 
organization dedicated to pro­
viding Christian group homes 
for persons with mental handi­
caps in Middle Tennessee.

Their second dream was re­
alized in 1988 when the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention au­
thorized Tennessee Baptist 
Adult Homes to begin a min­
istry to developmentally dis­
abled adults. This action made 
it possible for TBAH to accept 
Christian group homes as a 
ministry once the organizing 
group had the facility debt- 
free.

Dreams continued to come 
true when BHEP purchased 
6.5 acres in 1989 in Lebanon 
for what would become Stone­
way Acres and culminated 
when BHEP presented a debt- 

free deed for Stoneway Acres 
in 1992 to TBAH.

The latest dream has been 
the addition of a second group 
home at Stone way Acres.

Nearly 100 people gathered 
Sept. 10 to dedicate the newest 
facility which, like its sister fa­
cility, will house eight men.

During the dedication 
TBAH Executive Director J.L. 
Ford noted the new structure 
“is a home with a purpose be­
hind it” and that purpose is 
love. “There are people with a 
deep love who have sacrificed 
time and money to make this 
home a reality,” Ford said.

Joy Nabi, president of 
BHEP, said the second home 
“is the culmination of a lot of 
work.”

The new building is a 5,800 
square-foot facility that has 
an estimated value of about 
$350,000, according to Mark 
Anderson, director of develop­
mentally disabled adults for 
TBAH. The building didn’t cost 
nearly that much, however, 
Anderson said, because much

J.L. FORD left, executive director of Tennessee Baptist Adult 
Homes, and Mark Anderson, right, director of developmentally 
disabled adults for the Tennessee Baptist institution, join Joy 
Nabi, president of Baptist Homes for Exceptional Persons at the 
dedication of Stoneway Acres’ second group home for mentally 
handicanp^d adults The two homes are located in Lebanon.

of the labor was provided by 
volunteers from Tennessee 
Baptist Brotherhood and Wil­
son County Association. The 
deed for the new home will be 

given to TBAH when the facili­
ty is debt-free.

Serving as houseparents for 
the second home at Stoneway 
Acres is Bill and Lori Davie. □

■ Tennessee minister 
writes outdoors devo­
tional booklet. — Page 
10

Sevier County WMU sends 'fresh ' news to missionaries

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

For Baptist and Reflector

SEVIERVILLE — John and Kathy 
Joslin, both Tennessee natives, are South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board mis­
sionaries ministering in Okinawa.

The Joslins, if they haven’t already, 
soon will receive some good news.

The Woman’s Missionary Union of Se­

vier County Association has adopted the 
Joslins and are sending them an airmail 
subscription to the Baptist and Reflector 
for a year. This means the missionary cou­
ple will be able to read “fresh” news from 
their home state in just a few days. Most 
overseas mail arrives weeks or months 
later than the publishing date.

The Baptist and Reflector urges other

WMU groups, or other Tennessee Bap­
tists, to adopt a missionary family by 
sending them the paper by air mail. Cost 
is $100.50. Contact the Baptist and Reflec­
tor office by calling (615) 371-2003 if you 
would be interested in sending the paper 
to a missionary family. Make a missionary 
family feel “at home” by sending them 
their state paper. □

Missions 
fair

Serving as clowns 
at a Missions Fair 
sponsored Sept. 9 
by Holston Valley 
Association were 
Kelli Rimer, left, and 
Alyson Hunley of 
Shepard’s Chapel, 
Rogersville. Ap­
proximately 900 
people attended the 
event sponsored by 
Woman's Mission­
ary Union of Hol­
ston Valley. See 
page 7 for more on 
the Missions Fair. 
— Photo by Connie 
Davis

IRS decision will impact retired 
ministers, Annuity Board officials say
Baptist Press

DALLAS — A recent deci­
sion by the Internal Revenue 
Service to consider retired min­
isters’ housing allowance as 
subject to self-employment tax 
(SECA) is drawing fire from 
leaders at the Southern Baptist 
Annuity Board.

The IRS action is “contrary 
to” previous IRS policy, such as 
those in “private letter rulings 
and IRS Publication 517,” ac­
cording to Annuity Board Presi­
dent Paul Powell.

Powell recently wrote a let­
ter to the board’s ministerial 
participants in which he urged 
them to write their legislators

expressing support for pending 
national legislation. He noted 
those who agree that “the hous­
ing allowance in retirement 
should not be subject to the 
heavy taxation for Social Secu­
rity” should express them­
selves.

The bills, Powell said, are SB 
881 and HR 528, titled the 
Church Retirement Benefits 
Simplification Act of 1995.

Annuity Board staffer 
Thomas Miller said the impact 
of the new IRS policy would be 
widely felt. “Virtually all retired 
ministers claim some housing 
allowance, regardless of 
whether their house is paid 
for,” Miller said. □
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Beijing women's conference concludes
Associated Baptist Press

BEIJING — The world’s 
largest women’s gathering 
ended Sept. 15 amid hopes 
that the two-week conference 
in Beijing will have a lasting 
effect on the plight of women 
around the world.

“Women will no longer ac­
cept the role of second-rate cit­
izens,” Norweigan Prime Min­
ister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
said in a closing statement. 
“We came here to answer the 
call of billions of women. We 
now need a tidal change.”

Before adjourning, dele­
gates to the United Nations’ 
Fourth World Conference on 
Women adopted a 150-page 
platform cutting across the so­
cial and cultural spectrum. 
The 5,000 delegates from 189 
countries approved the docu­
ment by consensus after 10 
days of behind-the-scenes 
wrangling over disputed sec­
tions.

The declaration calls on 
world governments to raise the 
economic standards for 
women, protect them against

Disputes with universities cloud budget talks in Alabama
suggestion that the $4.1 million ear­
marked for Samford and the $1.9 million 
for Mobile in the 1996 budget be designat­
ed for scholarships for Baptist students. 
Alabama Executive Director Troy Morri­
son said he did not want to hurt the two 
schools, but the state convention is pro­
hibited from giving money to institutions 
that violate its bylaws.

Morrison said no one hopes more than 
he the problems between the convention 
and the two universities are resolved 
quickly. He added, however, “But I am not 
one to pretend there is not a problem 
when there is a problem.”

An ad hoc committee monitoring the 
dispute with the University of Mobile 
said the school had failed to comply with a 
1994 agreement requiring it to submit 
quarterly financial reports to the conven­
tion. Only one of the three due reports had 
been submitted and itr contained several 
omissions, according to Glenn Slye, chair­
man of the committee.

Slye said the university also continues 
to violate an agreement to stop promoting 
its Latin American campus in Nicaragua 
as being related to the Alabama Baptist 
Convention and is not abiding by guide­
lines limiting the use of money raised in 
the “Campaign for a Better Tomorrow” 
fund-raising campaign.

A study committee recommended a 
“new paradigm” for relating to Samford

after a 1994 decision by their trustees to 
make the university’s governing board 
self-perpetuating.

The plan calls for funding of agencies 
and institutions based on their contribu­
tion to the purposes of the convention. Un­
der the proposal, agencies receiving state­
convention funding would have the option 
of continuing to have their trustees elect­
ed by the convention or presenting a slate 
of nominees to the state convention for af­
firmation with no possibility of amend­
ment.

The proposal offers each incorporated 
entity of the convention the option of al­
lowing the convention to either elect or af­
firm trustees and directors. In return, the 
convention in annual session will deter­
mine financial support for the respective 
entities based on the entity’s contribution 
to the convention’s purposes.

“If this report is adopted, we are saying 
to Samford University, *We are not fussing 
with you anymore. But we will decide an­
nually about funding,’ ” said Ron Madison, 
chairman of the study committee.

The new pattern of relationship puts 
weight on shared ministry rather than 
weight on governance (election of trustees 
or directors), Madison said. “We are 
proposing a relationship built on the twin 
pillars of freedom and responsibility. That 
is a solid biblical pattern,” he concluded. □ 
— Compiled from ABP & BP reports

Baptists aid hurricane survivors; volunteers, relief funds needed

Compiled from news reports

TALLADEGA, Ala. — Despite the 
unanimous approval of a record Coopera­
tive Program budget for 1996, the decision 
by Alabama Baptists’ state board of mis­
sions did not come easily.

Before approving a $31 million basic 
budget, board members spent more than 
two hours debating whether to include 
Samford University and the University of 
Mobile in the proposed budget to be pre­
sented at the Nov. 14-15 annual meeting 
in Montgomery.

Ongoing disputes with the two univer­
sities have raised questions about more 
than $6 million in Alabama Baptist sup­
port for the two schools.

In the end, the convention’s State 
Board of Missions voted to include both 
institutions as contingency items in the 
budget.

Before receiving state convention 
funds, the University of Mobile must live 
up to a 1994 agreement to answer ques­
tions about alleged financial irregulari­
ties related to a satellite campus in Cen­
tral America. And the state convention 
must approve a new funding plan for 
agencies and institutions which accommo­
dates a 1994 move by Samford trustees es­
tablishing themselves as a self-perpetuat­
ing board.

Earlier the Alabama board rejected a

Baptist Press

ST. JOHNS, Antigua — 
Southern Baptists are aiding 
survivors of one of the worst 
series of hurricanes to lash the 
Caribbean this century.

Two hurricanes — Luis and 
Marilyn — have hit the area in 
recent days.

People on St. Maarten and 
Antigua islands hit hardest by 

increasing violence, and im­
prove the status of girls 
throughout the world.

An llth-hour compromise 
removed language over sexual 
freedom interpreted as urging 
tolerance for homosexuality. In 
exchange, delegates from con­
servative Islamic nations 
agreed to drop a phrase on cul­
tural differences that oppo­
nents said could weaken the 
document’s call for universal 
human rights.

Key items in the platform 
statement — which is non­
binding but is meant to serve 
as a guide to governments — 
include:

■ The right of women to 
decide freely all matters relat­
ed to their sexuality and child­
bearing. The document con­
demns forced sterilizations 
and forced abortions.

■ Condemning the sys­
tematic use of rape as a 
weapon of war. Wartime rape 
is a crime and perpetrators 
must be immediately punished 
as war criminals, the platform 
says.

■ A call for governments

Hurricane Luis in early Sep­
tember are receiving food, sup­
plies, shelter, and spiritual 
help through relief efforts 
sponsored by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
and Brotherhood Commission.

From Sept. 30 to mid-De- 
cember, about 240 Southern 
Baptist volunteers are needed 
to rebuild homes and churches 
damaged by Luis’ 140-mile- 

and the private sector to “build 
a critical mass” of women lead­
ers in strategic decision-mak­
ing roles.

■ A call for strengthen­
ing, protecting, and supporting 
families, which the document 
describes as, the “basic unit of 
society.”. It says families exist 
in various forms — which 
some critics said subtly en­
dorses single-parent families 
and gay unions :— and con­
demns discrimination against 
women because they are moth­
ers.

■ Denouncing marital 
rape, genital mutilation of 
girls, attacks on women be­
cause their dowries are too 
small, domestic battering, and 
sexual harassment work as 
acts of violence against women 
and violations of their human 
rights.

Delegates debated passion­
ately over whether to include 
“sexual orientation” in antidis­
crimination clauses before fi­
nally agreeing to jettison the 
language. Some countries 
lodged formal protest against 
portions of the statement. □ 

per-hour winds. A 12-member 
team will work simultaneously 
on each island for two-week 
stints.

But as the project gets un­
derway, available Southern 
Baptist disaster relief funds 
are dangerously low and 
hunger relief funds are deplet­
ed, according to FMB officials. 
“The situation is beyond criti­
cal,” one official said.

Kentucky church 
raises $60,000 
in a single day 
Baptist Press

GLASGOW, Ky. — It 
may have taken Glasgow 
Church two years to lay 
plans for remodeling their 
sanctuary, but it took just 
one day to get the project off 
the ground.

The 179-year-old county­
seat church with an average 
attendance of 390 collected 
$60,000 for the project Aug. 
20.

The one-day sacrificial of­
fering did not just happen, 
Pastor Scott Mackey said, 
but was the result of two 
years of discussion and con­
sensus-building among the 
people. Mackey also spent 
seven days in prayer and 
fasting prior to the day of 
the offering.

The church was chal­
lenged to give $50,000, one- 
half of the $100,000 needed 
for the project. When the of­
fering was counted, mem­
bers had given $60,000. □

People interested in volun­
teering may call Beth Huney- 
cutt at the Brotherhood Com­
mission at (800) 280-1891.

Financial contributions may 
be sent to: Human Needs De­
partment, Foreign Mission 
Board, P.O. Box 6767, Rich­
mond, Va., 23230-6767, or the 
Brotherhood Commission, 
1548 Poplar Avenue, Memphis, 
Tenn., 38104. □
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Florida board proposes severing 
112-year relationship with Stetson

Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — 
The severing of a 112-year re­
lationship with Stetson Uni­
versity will be recommended to 
messengers attending the an­
nual session of the Florida 
Baptist state convention in re­
sponse to a change in the De­
Land school’s student policy 
that permits the drinking of al­
cohol on campus.

The recommendation was 
approved without any dissent­
ing votes Sept. 8 by 81 of the 
99-member state board of mis­
sions and will be presented to 
messengers during the conven­
tion’s annual meeting Nov. 13- 
15 in Tampa.

In making its decision, the 
board heard a report from an 

appointed subcommittee that 
met with Stetson officials Aug. 
25 to request the alcohol con­
sumption policy be rescinded 
on the grounds it is in conflict 
with Baptist heritage and the 
Bible.

According to Steve Rayburn, 
board president, university of­
ficials refused to rescind the 
policy during the meeting.

“The policy taken is not in 
keeping with who we are,” 
Rayburn told the board. “We 
cannot be identified with some­
thing we cannot, in good con­
science, abide. We do not want 
to say everything Stetson does 
is bad. It’s just time for us to 
do this.”

Ken Whitten of Tampa, con­
vention president and member 
of the subcommittee, told the 

board there was “no alterna­
tive but to sever fraternal rela­
tionships. We cannot tell Stet­
son who they are, but we can 
say who we are.”

In a prepared statement 
Stetson President Doug Lee 
said, “Stetson did not wish to 
walk away from its historic 
partnership, but it was evident 
that only through formal sepa­
ration could either Stetson or 
the convention maintain in­
tegrity of purpose.”

Because Stetson was char­
tered as an independent insti­
tution, the state convention 
has never elected the school’s 
trustees.

In recent years, Cooperative 
Program support for the school 
has dwindled from $1.3 million 
in 1989 to $28,000 in 1994. □

Baptist Foundation month
September is Baptist Foundation Month on the calendar of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Here, W.L. ‘Bo’ Childs, president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Foundation, presents a check to Wayne 
Etheridge, pastor of Bell Road Church, Nashville. The check rep­
resents a loan to the church for use in refinancing, purchasing an 
organ, and other remodeling. The TBF also is equipped to assist 
Tennessee Baptists with trusts, wills, and in other ways. For 
more information, contact the Foundation at (615) 371-2029 or 
(800) 552-4644.

Texas Baptist board recommends $ 1.5 million for new churches
Baptist Press

DALLAS — The Baptist General 
Convention of Texas executive board 
voted Sept. 12 to recommend a 1996 
Texas Baptist Cooperative Program 
budget of $42,688,625, including a 2.5 
percent increase for home mission work 
in Texas, or $1.5 million, to help start 
1,400 new churches in the next five 
years.

The budget proposal, adopted with 
only two dissenting votes, is subject to 
approval by messengers to the BGCT 

annual meeting in San Antonio, Nov. 
13-14.

The recommended budget calls for 
Texas Baptists to use 67 percent of Co­
operative Program receipts in the state 
rather than the current 64.5 percent. 
Thirty-three percent would go to world­
wide causes.

Additional support for foreign mis­
sions would be provided through the 
challenge budget. Of all funds received 
above the $42.6 million Texas giving 
goal and $21 million for worldwide 
causes, 50 percent would be sent to the 

SBC Foreign Mission Board and 50 
percent used to help start new church­
es in the state.

Based on the current rate of giving 
— 8.4 percent ahead of the same period 
last year — total gifts for worldwide 
causes in 1996 are estimated to be be­
tween $22 million and $23 million, ac­
cording to Roger Hall, BGCT treasurer 
and chief financial officer.

The proposed budget for Texas mis­
sions and ministries is an increase of 
more than $1.6 million over the 1995 
budget.

Reducing the percentage allocation 
for worldwide causes was not a decision 
made lightly, said Jack Smith, chair­
man of the administrative committee.

“The change is seen as a necessary 
investment in the future support of 
missions both in Texas and around the 
world,” he said.

Jack Chastain, a retired Texas di­
rector of missions, said he did not op­
pose the intent of the recommendation, 
but noted he worried about the percep­
tions created by reducing the percent­
age of CP giving to worldwide causes. □

SBTS enrollment down 13 percent; accrediting agencies plan joint visit
Associated Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Fall 
enrollment at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary 
dropped by the largest per­
centage in recent history, but 
not nearly as much as some 
had predicted.

Total on-campus enrollment 
this fall is 1,241, according to 
preliminary data provided by 
the seminary’s public relations 

office. That is a drop of 197 
students, or 13.4 percent, over 
last fall. The fall total includes 
286 new students, a drop of 
about 100.

Meanwhile, three accredit­
ing agencies have announced 
they will make a joint visit to 
the campus Nov. 8-10 to inves­
tigate concerns arising out of 
turmoil on the campus last 
spring.

The visiting team will in­

elude representatives from the 
Association of Theological 
Schools in the United States 
and Canada — the seminary’s 
primary accrediting agency — 
as well as the Southern Associ­
ation of Colleges and Schools, 
and the Council on Social 
Work Education, which accred­
its the seminary’s Carver 
School of Church Social Work.

The team’s investigation re­
portedly will focus on Presi­

dent Al Mohler’s firing of Di­
ana Garland as dean of the 
Carver School after she told 
students Mohler’s hiring poli­
cies jeopardized the school’s 
accreditation.

The investigation also is ex­
pected to focus on events after 
the firing, including trustee- 
adopted changes in the faculty 
hiring process and implemen­
tation of what critics have 
called a “gag” order banning 

employees from criticizing the 
president or the trustees.

The accrediting agencies do 
not discuss specifics of investi­
gations until its final rulings. 
The visit will take place after 
SBTS’ October board meeting.

Observers both inside and 
outside the seminary commu­
nity had predicted a signifi­
cant drop in enrollment this 
fall, due to controversies that 
erupted last spring. □

Deadline nears for church staff orientation
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — A New 
Church Staff Orientation 
will be held Oct. 2-3 at the 
Baptist Center.

The orientation is for any 
Tennessee Baptist church 
staff member and spouse 
who has moved into the state 
this year and for recent grad­
uates in their first denomi­
national position.

Registration begins at 
12:45 p.m. on Oct. 2 and will 
conclude with lunch at noon 

on Oct. 3.
“The information gleamed 

from this type of setting, as 
well as the friendships made, 
will prove helpful as new­
comers strive to make Ten­
nessee their home for years 
to come,” said TBC Executive 
Director James Porch.

Reservations for the meet­
ing must be made by Sept. 
21. A block of rooms at the 
nearby Hampton Inn will be 
released on that date. Make 
reservations by calling (615) 
371-2090. □

CLC rep has credentials confiscated after protest
Baptist Press

BEIJING — Southern Bap­
tist Nancy Schaefer and six 
other women representing pro- 
family/pro-life organizations at 
the World Conference on 
Women regained their creden­
tials Sept. 14 as the controver­
sial United Nations-sponsored 
meeting neared its conclusion.

Before the conference closed 
Sept. 15 in China’s capital, the 
term “sexual orientation” a fo­
cus of much debate, was re­
moved from the Platform for

Action, the lengthy document 
produced from the meeting.

At the close of a Sept. 12 af­
ternoon press briefing by the 
U.S. delegation, Nancy Schae­
fer, representing the Christian 
Life Commission, and six oth­
er women raised a banner 
which read, “U.S. Delegation 
Ignores Pro-family Women.” A 
United Nations security guard 
escorted them into a holding 
room, where he confiscated 
their badges, took photographs 
of the badges, and instructed 
the women to return the next 

morning, Schaefer said in a 
written statement.

The women did not receive 
their badges Sept. 13, howev­
er, said a staff member of the 
Atlanta-based ministry, Fami­
ly Concerns Inc., founded by 
Schaefer.

Instead, the women were 
told more time was needed be­
fore their badges could be re­
turned, the staff member said. 
They were told to return for 
the badges on Sept. 14, at 
which time their credentials 
were returned. □
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letters w opinion

* about letters 
to the editor

■ Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason. 
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub­
lished.

■ Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not con­
form, it will be returned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

w Baptist 
beliefs

By Herschel H. Hobbs, 
Baptist theologian

HOBBS

Fate of nations
“Babylon is fallen” — Reve­

lation 14:8.
To the Jewish mind Baby­

lon represented all that was 
evil. So John 
uses it as a 
symbol of 
Rome and 
her empire. 
Rome con­
quered the 
world of her 
day. Yet she 
is destined to 
be destroyed. In fact the 
Greek text reads, “Did fall,” 
as though it was already an 
accomplished fact. The seeds 
of destruction were already at 
work even though the actual 
collapse was centuries in the 
future.

The highway of history is 
littered with the debris of 
fallen nations which forgot 
God or did not recognize Him.

Every internal cause of 
Rome’s fall listed by historian 
Edward Gibbons exists in our 
nation today. Our nation des­
perately needs a spiritual and 
moral revival. Otherwise 
what happened to Rome 
could/can happen here. □

'Two points'
In response to the Baptist 

and Reflector story' in the Sept. 
13 issue on the recent Execu­
tive Board meeting, I would 
like to make two points.

First, I welcome and con­
gratulate Herbert Higdon as 
our new president. Herbert 
was not nominated in opposi­
tion to me. He was nominated 
first and was a good candidate 
no matter who was in the race. 
He is my friend and a loyal 
mainstream Tennessee Bap­
tist. He will do a good job and I 
will support him. I don’t ques­
tion his election at all, only 
some things that were said in 
the meeting.

Second, the issue of my “in­
volvement with the Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship” needs 
a lot more examination. As a 
Baptist, I feel free to fellow­
ship with all who love the Lord 
and proclaim the Gospel, espe­
cially other Baptist Christians 
such as Keith Parks, who 
spoke at the CBF meeting at 
our church last May and 
brought a strong, conservative 
message about Christ as the 
only way of salvation for the 
world.

Our church contributes 8 
1/2 percent of undesignated re­
ceipts to the Cooperative Pro­
gram. Seventeen percent of our 
contributors designate their 
mission gifts beyond the state 
to the CBF. They let us take 65 
percent of their mission money 
and send it to the budget of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
As pastor of such an inclusive 
church, I participate in meet­
ings of the Nashville Baptist 
Association, the TBC, the SBC, 
and the CBF. When CBF 
asked to have a meeting in our 
building, our deacons and the 
congregation in business meet­
ing said yes.

The fact that so many in the 
SBC, and a few in the TBC, 
are labeling CBF as an enemy 
to be fought saddens and 
alarms me. I have been telling 
our members that the TBC is 
healthy and is not seriously af­
fected by the SBC controversy. 
They may question my judg­
ment now. Is strict obedience 
to the SBC to become a condi­
tion of participation in the 
TBC? Surely not! I hope Ten­
nessee Baptists can talk and 
pray together and find ways to 

Rice foundation walkathon set
The Roger Rice Foundation is holding a benefit Walkathon Oct. 

7 on the Vanderbilt University campus.
Proceeds of the Ken Hudgens Walkathon, named in honor of the 

late director of Vanderbilt’s National Commodore Club, will go to­
ward the development of a community for the physically chal­
lenged. Roger Rice, 37-year-old chairman of the foundation’s board 
and president, is a thalidomide baby of the 1950s. He is three feet 
two inches tall and has no arms. Rice is an active member of West­
wood Church, Nashville.

Rice is challenging 1,000 sponsors for the event, lined up by 
participants in the walk. Walkers will get their own sponsors from 
across the state. The event will begin near the Vanderbilt track. 
For more information contact Roger Rice or the Rice Foundation at 
(615)386-3829. □

include all Baptist Christians 
who want to do missions to­
gether.

David George, pastor 
Immanuel Church 

Nashville 37205

A way to help
I am staggered at the nearly 

10,000 of our retired SBC pas­
tors, ministers, and/or widows 
who are receiving less than 
$200 per month in pensions; 
many even less than $100 
monthly. Most of these served 
our Lord, living in pastoriums, 
and as a result had no home to 
retire to.

Our annuity board has es­
tablished the timely ADOPT 
AN ANNUITANT program to 
supplement the pensions by 
$50 each month as long as 
there are funds being received 
from churches and individuals.

Pastors, call the annuity 
board (1-214-720-0511) and 
ask for the video, Their Needs 
Can't Wait. It will touch the 
hearts of both you and your 
people. Most of our church 
budgets can address this need; 
Sunday School classes can take 
a project; affluent individuals 
can do something personally, 
etc.

“What does it profit the SBC 
to reach the whole world, and 
neglect our retired soldiers liv­
ing in poverty at our 
doorsteps?”

Ray Ridgeway, pastor 
Arlington Church 

Knoxville 37917

Timely news
I am very pleased that “Au­

gust was a good month for 
Tennessee CP gifts” as noted 
on the front page of Sept. 6 is­
sue. Through the years I have 
read such notices which report­
ed bad news as well as good 
news. The fluctuation in giving 
from one month to another is 
not so much the generosity or 
lack of generosity of our 
churches as it is the dates of 
the last and first Sundays of 
the month.

For example, the last Sun­
day of July was July 30, and 
most churches which give on a 
percentage basis sent in offer­
ings which were credited to 
August receipts. Since Aug. 27 
was the last Sunday, most gifts 

arrived in time to show a good 
month for Cooperative Pro­
gram gifts in August. The re­
verse of this is also true in 
some months.

I agree 100 percent with 
Jerry Vines that Calvinism 
versus Armenianism is an 
empty argument.

Ira Singleton, pastor 
Old Bethlehem Church

Dyer 38330

Hierarchical trend
Southern Baptists are being 

recognized as the largest evan­
gelistic group in the world. 
How did we get that way? We 
arrived at that pinnacle of 
growth by being what Jesus 
said we should be (Acts 1:8) — 
His witnesses in Jerusalem (lo­
cal church missions), in all 
Judea (associational missions), 
in Samaria (state missions), 
and to the uttermost parts of 
the earth (foreign or world 
missions.)

However, we seem to have 
contracted a conventionitis 
virus. We tend to forget that 
the churches established the 
convention as a cooperative ef­
fort to enlarge our practice and 
promotion of the only mission 
that God ever gave us: The 
ministry of reconciliation (II 
Corinthians 5:18).

Therefore, we do not need 
the proposed re-organization 
plan and its hierarchical trend 
to carry us into the 21st centu­
ry. The only hierarchy we 
need, the one that has carried 
us through all the centuries 
since Jesus’ time, is God the 
Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit.

Everett S. Robertson 
Old Hickory 37138

Let's celebrate
Baptist and Reflector, as 

you celebrate your 160 years, 
so are we. This past April this 
church reached such distinc­

Daily 
Partnership 
Prayer Requests 

September 
20 — Pray for the faculty and workers at the Polish Baptist Sem­

inary as they train and teach the students.
21 — Pray for Mountain View Christian Fellowship, Jeff Christo­

pherson, pastor, as they held their first public service 
Sept. 10 at Canada Olympic Park, Calgary, Alberta.

22 — Praise that housing has been found for the new pastor at 
Pine Mountain Baptist Church, Iron Mountain, Mich.

23 — Pray for resources for further academic studies for instruc­
tors at the Polish Baptist Seminary. When instructors 
receive Ph.D. degrees, this will allow the seminary to 
offer the Master of Theology degree in a few years.

24 —- Pray for Toronto Baptist Fellowship, a new church in 
Downtown Toronto, as they begin search for a pas­
tor.

25 — Pray for Mr. and Mrs. Mark McNeil, career missionaries, 
as they move from Warsaw to Bialystok, Poland to 
begin their work.

26 — Pray for Dennis Milne and the new church plant, Mountain 
View Baptist Church, Salmon Arm, B.C.

tion. This church is the second 
oldest church in Bradley Coun­
ty. You might want to check 
into such history! Congratula­
tions on your 160th!

I enjoy my Baptist and Re­
flector. Keep up the good work.

Thanks for your attention in 
reading this letter and incorpo­
rating the enclosed informa­
tion into-the paper.

Larry Bryant, pastor 
New Friendship Church 

Cleveland 37312

Many thanks
Were I to say, “Thank you, 

thank you, thank you” a thou­
sand times over, that would 
not convey the gratitude and 
humbleness my heart feels 
when I pause to think about 
the blessings that are mine be­
cause of the commitment of 
Tennessee Baptists through 
the years.

First were the blessings of 
education for me and two of 
my children at Carson-New­
man College, many hospital­
izations at East Tennessee 
Baptist for both Sylvia, my 
wife, and myself, not to men­
tion the wonderful redemptive 
Christian fellowship my wife 
and I are enjoying at Central 
Church, Fountain City.

Having served several of 
Virginia and one of North Car­
olina’s finest Baptist churches 
as pastor, I was indeed sur­
prised when God led us here to 
Knoxville for our disability re­
tirement. All I can do is praise 
the Lord, seek to serve him in 
whatever limited capacity I 
can, and thank you, my fellow 
Tennessee Baptists for the love 
and support you have given 
me, mine, and untold thou­
sands as you have been both 
generous and obedient in re­
flecting God’s love and grace 
through your giving.

David E. Brooks 
Knoxville 37918
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editorial comment
Tennessee educators make a wise decision

Hold it. For readers who have read or 
heard that the Tennessee Education As­
sociation was preparing for a month of 

, celebration of homosexual and lesbian 
rights, it is not true!

Delegates to the National Education 
Assembly in July did approve such a res­
olution,'but the TEA wants no part of it.

The resolution, according to Dr. Peggy 
Smith, coordinator of instruction and 
professional development in the TEA of­
fice in Nashville, was not on the agenda, 

I and was passed near the conclusion of 
the convention.

Statements by A.L. Hayes, 
TEA public relations consultant, 
in the September 16 Kingsport 
Times-News, verify that the TEA 
does not agree with the resolution 
and wants to clear the air.

The NEA resolution empha­
sizes “the importance of raising 
the awareness and increasing the 
sensitivity of staff, students, par­
ents, and the community to sexual orien­
tation in our society ”

Moreover, Resolution B-9 states that 
NEA will “support the development of 
positive plans that lead to effective ongo­
ing training programs for education em­
ployees for the purpose of identifying 
and eliminating sexual orientation 
stereotyping in the educational setting.”

The programs suggested in B-9 in­
clude acceptance of diverse sexual orien­
tation, elimination of sexual orientation 
name-calling and jokes in classrooms, 
and support for the celebration of a Les­

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Fran (looking at her exam 

grade): “Well, there goes my 
GPA.” Frank (looking at his 
exam grade): “Well, well,

• there goes my new Mazda.”
Take this truth

; What do you want most 
from life? A little girl who 
lived in poverty conditions 

> was asked what she would 
like for her eighth birthday. 
She replied: “I don’t know. But 
can Mama and Daddy have 
something too?”
Memorize this Scripture

“Seek first the kingdom of 
God...and all these things 
shall be added unto you” 
(Matthew 6:33).
Pray this prayer

“Lord, help me to want 
what I have so I can have 
what I want. Lead me to real­
ize further You know what I 
need and will give it to me 
when I need it.” □

Fred Wood has been writing 
these humor and devotional 
columns for three years, and 
plans to continue writing for us.

bian and Gay History Month “as a 
means of acknowledging the contribu­
tions of lesbians, gays, and bisexuals 
throughout history.” >

The resolution also wants “accurate 
portrayal of the roles and contributions 
of gay, lesbian, and bisexual people 
throughout history, with acknowledge­
ments of their sexual orientation.”

It is not surprising that the Ten­
nessee Education Association, according 
to Smith, does not agree with the ideas 
posed in the resolution.

We have not done a survey to 
determine how various Tennessee 
teachers’ groups feel, but with 
the positive stance of TEA, it ap­
pears that Tennessee public 
schools will not support the ill- 
conceived guidelines of B-9.

Smith said TEA would try to 
help change the resolution and 
certainly does not support it. 
“There is no intention of a cele­

bration and no change of curriculum.” 
State President Kathy Woodall agreed.

The official statement from the TEA 
office says, “We assure all members and 
interested citizens that TEA has no plans 
whatsoever to support a gay-lesbian his­
tory month in Tennessee nor to support 
any kind of gay-lesbian celebration.” Sev­
eral groups of Tennessee Baptists have 
organized to oppose the resolution and 
NEA.

The executive committee of Sullivan 
Association passed a resolution of sup­
port on September 11, strongly affirming

By Wm. 

Fletcher 

Allen, 

editor

Looking at eating disorders
Eating disor­

ders are among 
the most perva­
sive problems 
among the adoles­
cent and young 
adult groups in our nation.

In particular, we are going 
to discuss anorexia and bulim­
ia nervosa.

Both are characterized by 
major disturbances in the eat­
ing habits and behavior of 
those whose suffer from them.

Our society has placed such 
prominence on appearance, es­
pecially thin appearance that 
many young people fear they 
will not be accepted by their 
peers if they are “fat.”

Girls are usually more sus­
ceptible to these disorders. 
Ninety-five percent of the peo­
ple diagnosed with eating dis­
orders are female.

There is an increasing inci­
dence of boys, especially 
among athletes and young 
men with long-term health 
concerns.

Boys who aspire toward be­
ing jockeys, wrestlers, swim­
mers, models, dancers, and 
flight attendants seem to be 
more vulnerable to eating dis­
orders.

Men with eating disorders 
often are avoidant, dependent, 
passive aggressive. They also 
may have had experiences in

tn families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

youth and childhood when peo­
ple made fun of or belittled 
their physical appearance.

Even an unintentional com­
ment such as telling your 
daughter that the boys will 
never notice her until she loses 
10 pounds may be enough to 
trigger an experience with one 
of these disorders.

These eating disor­
ders revolve around un­
realistic concerns about 
body weight and ap­
pearance.

Research seems to 
indicate that there is a 
family dynamic that 
possibly makes some 
children more vulnera­
ble. Salvador Minuchin has 
identified four predominant 
characteristics of families with 
children who have these types 
of disorders: enmeshment, 
over-protectiveness, rigidity, 
and lack of conflict resolution.

The enmeshed family is one 
in which no one can be his own 
individual person.

Togetherness is emphasized 
to the exclusion of privacy.

Over-protectiveness is ex­
pressed in smothering all

BARKLEY

teachers such as Ken Fletcher, a mem­
ber of Sunnyside Church, Kingsport, and 
Karen Carr, who are opposing B-9, and 
informing others.

The Sullivan resolution also commits 
the association’s executive committee to 
lead the churches to uphold the teachers 
and work with like-minded organiza­
tions in their efforts.

Though it is now being discussed, this 
part of the NEA meeting in July was not 
widely publicized. Evidently local school 
administrations and schools were un­
aware of Resolution B-9, and many still 
are unaware. What should be done now?

1. Local school administrators, teach­
ers, and school boards, can let NEA 
know their feelings.

2. People who support public schools 
can lend a hand by affirming teachers 
who are opposing the NEA resolution.

3. Parents and friends can insist that 
programs and textbooks do not suggest 
special treatment for any group.

4. Support local schools; that will 
mean more than showing up only to com­
plain. Keep in touch.

We must remember how the system 
affects the future through children. On a 
biblical basis, most Tennessee Baptists 
oppose these ideas espoused by NEA. 
Our beliefs, though strong, should be 
shared in a Christlike manner. We can 
and should speak up.

Any radical plan or action should be 
prayed over and thoroughly discussed on 
local and state levels before reaching the 
floor of the national meeting. □

kinds of relation­
ships with chil­
dren.

The rigidity 
emerges as a fan­
ciful view of one’s 

self as the “Leave It To 
Beaver” image where any re­
bellion in adolescents threat­
ens his picture.

Conflicts are either denied 
or ignored which leads to a 
building of stress that is often 
expressed in one of the eating 
disorders.

Eating disorders 
generally do not include 
simple obesity since 
obesity is not normally 
associated with any dis­
tinctly psychological or 
behavioral syndrome. 
There may be some in­
volvement with food ad­
diction, but this gener­
ally is not a diagnosable 

psychological disorder.
Next week we will consider 

anorexia more fully, and the 
following week we will discuss 
bulimia. □

Dr. Paul Barkley is licensed 
in Tennessee as a marriage and 
family therapist and professional 
counselor.

He is professor of psychology 
and supervisor of student ser­
vices at Baptist Memorial Col­
lege of Health Sciences, Mem­
phis.

ui one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

Foolishness hinders
Children, early on, learn 

the fascination of listening to 
conversations of adults.

This is particularly true if 
the adults don’t know the 
child is listening.

One by one, our four 
daughters picked up that deli­
cious habit, just listening to 
adults. Sometimes they would 
dawdle about, circling the 
adult group, pretending to be 
disinterested in the talk.

You have seen children 
hard at work with this proj­
ect, trying to get in on the 
conversations of big people.

But what if 
the conversa­
tion is spicy, 
gossip, 
provocative, 
unChristian?

So what to 
do then? Well, 
if we don’t do 
anything else, 
we can in­
clude the little people in con­
versations that are oriented 
toward family life, and we can 
avoid the gossip and juicy 
stuff altogether.

Although children like fun­
ny stories and jokes, they also 
like to hear praise and appre­
ciation for their actions.

They will lose interest 
quickly if the “big people” talk 
about business transactions 
and complex issues.

Among my fondest memo­
ries are conversations among 
my parents and friends or 
family members.

Listening to them talk 
about things of interest to a 
little boy with a big curiosity. 
Now this is not eavesdrop­
ping. We little ones might 
have been on the “eaves” of 
the circle, we were included.

We learned the importance 
of family relationships, of 
talking through problems, of 
sharing good news, of being 
included.

We learned of outside 
events, and how they affected 
us. We learned proper English 
and Christian language.

If you have small children, 
or even teens, try it. Family 
time is so important that to 
neglect it is almost criminal.

And don’t ignore the chil­
dren; keep them close. When 
they tire of grownup talk, you 
will know that they are really 
growing up themselves.

They just want to get away 
for a while and work up some 
conversation so they can be a 
part of it.

Make time for family con­
versation; children need it.
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w Tennessee features

Members come 
to rescue of 
elderly couple 
For Baptist and Reflector

CLEVELAND — “The 
makeup of our congregation 
just couldn’t have been any 
better than it was Sunday 
night ” said Pastor Larry E. 
Bryant of New Friendship 
Church.

He referred to different 
people at the church who 
joined efforts to aid an el­
derly couple who had an ac­
cident leaving the church.

Clinton Ennis and Essie 
Cox were leaving New 
Friendship Aug. 6 after an 
evening concert by Bud and 
Barbara Lee. As they start­
ed their car, the accelerator 
apparently stuck, causing 
Cox to lose control of the 
car, which backed onto and 
over a nearby bridge, land­
ing upside down in a creek.

Bryant related that a 
church member who wit­
nessed the accident yelled 
for someone to call 911.

The church is some dis­
tance away from the closest 
emergency personnel, so 
members, knowing time 
was precious, acted immedi­
ately to save the couple.

One of the church’s visi­
tors that night was Bryant’s 
own son, Jonathan, who 
lives in Lenoir City. He is 
an EMT-IV in Loudon 
County and also works with 
the Loudon County Sher­
iff’s Department.

Jonathan Bryant took 
control of the situation, 
with help from others in the 
congregation, including li­
censed nurses Linda Foster 
and Dana Harper. Local 
veterinarian Bill Moore also 
was there and was able to 
provide medical knowledge, 
the pastor added.

While they helped get the 
couple out of the vehicle, 
others, including a lot of the 
youth, formed prayer cir­
cles. The Coxes were taken 
out of the vehicle and cared 
for until help arrived. They 
were then taken to Bradley 
Memorial Hospital.

Through it all, Bryant 
said, there was no panic, 
but more of a calm that the 
couple was being cared for 
and that God was obviously 
looking down on them.

The couple, both in their 
80s, are doing better, 
Bryant reported. — Adapted 
from a story written by Allen 
Mincey for the Cleveland Dai­
ly Banner. Used with permis­
sion.

Mission breaks ground
For Baptist and Reflector

BEECH GROVE — Sunday 
evening, Aug. 27, was an im­
portant date in the life of 
Lake wood Mission here.

Members of the mission 
broke ground for a new build­
ing.

Lakewood is a church plant­
ing endeavor of Salem Associa­
tion with First Church, Wood­
bury, acting as the mother 
church. The Tennessee Baptist 
Convention also has been in­
strumental in providing tech­
nical and financial assistance.

The mission came into being 
about two years ago when five 
to eight people began meeting 
in the home of Pastor and 
Mrs. Charles George. They 
soon graduated into a trailer, 
and now with the aid of the 
mother church, have pur­
chased a large lot outside 
Lake wood Park on Ferrell’s 
Loop Road.

First Church, Woodbury, 
has been very supportive, led 
by James Jennings, chairman 
of their missions committee, in 
helping Lakewood to move to­
ward becoming a self-support­
ing church.

Seventy-one people attend­
ed the Aug. 27 groundbreak­
ing, according to Imogene 
Fitts, church clerk. Taking 
part in the ceremonies were 
George, Gene Vincent and 
James Jennings of First 
Church, Woodbury; Thurman 
Seber, director of missions, 
Salem Association; Larry Kirk, 
TBC Missions Department; 
and Richard Easterly, Ten­
nessee Baptist Foundation.

In his closing remarks, 
George noted, “We as a mis­
sion want to express our heart­
felt gratitude to each individ­
ual, church, and group for 
their support and prayers in 
our desire to have a witnessing 
church in this area.” □

in Salem Association

BREAKING GROUND, from left, are Thurman Seber, director of 
missions, Salem Association; James Jennings, chairman, mis­
sions committee, First Church, Woodbury; Larry Kirk, associate 
director, TBC Missions Department; Charles George, pastbr, 
Lakewood Missions; and Gene Vincent, pastor, First Church, 
Woodbury.

Tennessee Baptists extol benefits of Bible memorization
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The name is changed 
and young children can get involved, but 
Sword Drills — now called Bible Drills — 
are still a staple in Southern Baptist 
churches across America.

“One of the greatest benefits of the 
Bible Drill is that children can learn disci­
pline and confidence,” said Mary Allen of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Disci­
pleship Training Department.

Also, she said, “they memorize Scrip­
ture and learn to find the books of the 
Bible. Our doctrine becomes real and bib­
lically sound.”

Last year, Mississippi Baptists record­
ed more than 3,000 participants in their

state Bible Drills, more than 1,600 of 
them young children.

Texas had about 2,000 children who 
participated with Tennessee close behind 
with 1,400.

Sword Drills, as they once were called, 
began in 1927, originally involving older 
students. Now children are allowed in the 
competition, although they’re given 10 
seconds to find their verse, rather than 
the fleeting eight-second clock used for 
youth. There are 24 verses to learn and 
participants are allowed a certain amount 
of mistakes as they compete to advance 
through three levels of competition: 
church, associational, and state.

No matter how far the students make it 
in the competition, Bible Drill leader Bev­

erly Moore of Parkway Church, 
Goodlettsville, says it’s worth the long 
hours of practice.

“Every year we have some children who 
draw closer to the Lord through their in­
volvement in Bible Drill, and sometimes 
we have children come to the Lord for the 
first time.”

After 15 years of leading Bible Drill at 
her church, one of Moore’s students won 
at the state level this year.

Jokingly, she says, “Endurance is not 
only a trait needed by the drillers, but 
also the leaders.”

Moore says her students come back to 
tell her that, years later, knowing a verse 
from Bible Drill helped them in school or 
on the job. □

Maynardville church observes 150th anniversary
MAYNARD­

VILLE — On its 
150th birthday, Mi­
lan Church, May­
nardville, held an 
extended service 
Sept. 10.

Members in peri­
od dress helped the 
congregation relate 
to the history of the 
church as presented 
by Mike Simmons. 
Honored during the 
presentation were 
Jack and Gerri 
George, who have 
served the church as 
music director and 
pianist respectively 
for more than 40

REPRESENTING A PERIOD of the 
church’s history are Kimberly and 
Jonathan Goforth.

DRESSED 
LIKE AN­
OTHER AGE 
are Imogene 
Simmons, 
Della Cop­
pock, and 
Ella Mae Van­
dergrift. Mike 
Simmons, in 
back, gives 
history.

years. Also recog­
nized were Elsie Cox, for fundraising efforts over 66 years, 
and Myrtle Butler, 99, who is the oldest member.

Ralph Cox, former pastor who served 23 years, spoke 
along with Rep.- John Duncan Jr., of Knoxville. □

RECEIVING 
THE PLAQUE 
from the Ten­
nessee Baptist 
Historical Soci­
ety is Charles 
Oliver, right, pas­
tor, from Johnnie 
Beeler, director 
of missions, 
Northern Associ­
ation.
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Tennessee features

Association's Missions Fair draws about 900
ROGERSVILLE — The fourth an­

nual Missions Fair of Holston Valley 
Association drew a record attendance 
— about 900 — Sept. 9 at Cherokee 
High School in Rogersville. About 30 
of the association’s 52 churches par­
ticipated in the Woman’s Missionary 
Union sponsored event. It featured 
activities to teach missions and free 
lunch, said Glenda Davis, director, 
from First Church, Rogersville.

“You’re going to be educated in 
form today, have an opportunity to 
be involved, and be inspired. And all 
of it is to bring the Great Commis­
sion to pass,” said John Parrott, di­
rector of missions, Holston Valley, to 
participants. □ — Connie Davis

GETTING ACQUAINTED at the Tennessee Disas­
ter Relief Unit were, from left, Richard Todd and 
Estle McCool of Haywood Hills Church, Nashville, 

and Pleas Lawson of 
Spire's Chapel, Rogers­
ville.

HAVING HER FACE PAINTED is Erica Lawson of McKinney’s Chapel, 
Rogersville, by Theresa Hurd of First Church, Rogersville, while Jamie 
White of East Rogersville Church, watches.

t MISSIONARY TO JORDAN AND ISRAEL for 19 years, 
Gene Eller of Bristol, Va., shows a Bible to Karrianne Williams 
of Persia Church, Rogersville, while her mother. Linda, looks 
on. Eller, who attended the Missions Fair with his wife, Jane, 
now works as the principal of a public school.

HALLY THE CLOWN, alias Landon Roberson of First Church, 
Church Hill, uses a rope to illustrate a story he tells during sessions 
he led at the Missions Fair.

CLEANING UP after 
getting an image of her 
fingerprints for her fami­
ly is Jessica Elkins of 
Shepard’s Chapel, 
Rogersville, with help
from Michael Dean, patrolman with the 
Rogersville Police Department. Glenda 
Davis, director of the Missions Fair and 
a member of First Church, Rogersville, 
looks on.

AT THE ROYAL AMBASSADOR TENT boys could test their skills as 
Jordan Mallory, left, and Trey McMillan prepare to do with the help of 
Ricky Harris, seated at left, of East Rogersville Church.

TESTING HIMSELF at the compass exer­
cise is Royal Ambassador Elijah Webb of 
Shepard's Chapel, Rogersville.

HUGGING A POPULAR dinosaur look- 
alike is Nikki McLain of McCloud Church, 
Rogersville.
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Tennessee minister combines love for God, great outdoors
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The great 
outdoors is often inspiring. To 
a Tennessee minister and 
backpacker, it inspired the cre­
ation of a Christian devotional 
booklet based on backpacking, 
climbing, and canoeing.

Bob Landham says the idea 
for “Ripstop” came to him two 
years ago when hiking Mt. 
Rogers on a portion of the Ap­
palachian Trail in southwest 
Virginia.

Upon reaching a summit, he 
saw a Christian youth leader 
reading to his group from a de­

votion based on a football play­
er. “I thought, ‘Gosh, Here 
you’ve got this incredible place 
and you’re reading from a 
smelly locker room.’ ”

Ripstop’s devotions are 
drawn from personal outdoor 
experiences, said Landham, 
minister of education at Two 
Rivers Church, Nashville. “I 
grew up in a camping family.”

Landham also is a former

backpacking instructor in Mo­
bile, Ala., for Centrifuge, 
Southern Baptists’ summer 
camp for teenagers.

Written in a conversational 
style, Ripstop has seven devo­
tions based on a variety of 
outdoor topics. One titled 
“Strike the Match” compares 
salvation to lighting a cooking 
stove; another about spiritual 
immaturity is called “Stupid

Tourist Questions.”
The title “Ripstop” comes 

from a type of nylon fabric wo­
ven to prevent a hole or tear 
from becoming a major failure 
in the garment. Likewise, the 
“guide book” is intended to pre­
vent minor spiritual problems 
from developing into big ones, 
Landham said.

“There are so many great il­
lustrations that the Lord has

shown me,” Landham said.
The 16-page booklet costs 

$1.75 and is available by call­
ing Landham at (615) 868- 
7725. □

Classified
FOR SALE: Oak padded pews, 
pulpit furniture, & communion 
table. Call (615) 775-1154 or 
(615) 624-5846.

BAPTISTRIES
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROUNA 27282

— PEW — 
UPHOLSTERING 
1 (800) 523-9058 

NC 1 (800) 222-7895 
REANISHING

ziK Call toll-free anytime ... 1 -800-473-6688
We're built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches.

CMmch Interiors of Nashville
New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING 

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations

Free! Estimates 
and Interior 

Design 
Consultation

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

20’ to 33’ Buses By CHamPIOIl
MOTOR COACH INC.

Church Buses
• 12 to 38 adult capacity

• Over 30 used buses for sale
• Rental buses available

^Carpenter Bus Sales
P.O. Box 2126 

Brentwood, Tenn., 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today:
1 (800)370-6180
1 (615)371-6180

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program.”

Crusader: 15-Passenger (No CDL Required) 
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

This wsy-to-use resource guides you every step of the way!
Realize your church’s full growth 
potential with the new Kingdom 
Principles Growth Strategies module.

Kingdom Principles Growth Strategies, 
based on the proven-effective 
u1*594 Concept" of balanced 
church growth, includes the book 
that began the movement to the 
"1^5^4 Concept," Kingdom Principles 
for Church Growth*, by Dr. Gene 
Mims, vice president of the 
Church Growth Group of The 
Sunday School Board.

A comprehensive module with 
videos, Kingdom Principles Growth 
Strategies is designed for ongoing 
use...Rely on it year after year as 
your church continues to grow 
and refine its growth strategy to 
meet ever-changing 
ministry needs.

Your Kingdom Principles Growth 
Strategies module with videos 
gives you all of the following:

• Instruction Guide
• Leader's Guide/Growth Strategies Map
• Two Videos: (1) biblical basis for 

growth, and (2) growth strategies/ 
process/results

• Video Viewing Guide
• Ministry Gifts Inventory: thoughtful 

analysis of individual strengths of 
your members.

• Overhead Transparencies: high­
lighting the growth process

• Strategic Calendar Events: complete 
denominational dates and more

• Kingdom Principles for Church 
Growth* book

Kingdom Principles Growth Strategies 
(5600-04) now at a great price! Just $125 

plus shipping and handling.
Call 1-80Q-4S8-2772 

(7:30 a.m.-5:30p.m., 
Central Time, M-F).

Or fax orders 
anytime to 
615-251-5933. 
* Priority Code:

KPSTL

MIW1OKP-O2/8-95

LEADERUNK

Leadership Training 
Resources for Today's 

Ministry Needs

This book now available in Spanish (#5800-58)
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TenneScene aa the people their work

■ the people

■ Pierce Dodson, member 
of Hillcrest Church, Lebanon, 
has done missions work in 
Trinidad, Russia, and Roma­
nia during the past year and a 
half. He is available to speak 
on this work or preach.

■ The University of Ten­

SILVER

nessee - Mar­
tin Baptist 
Student Union 
has elected 
Anna Silver, 
Clarksville, as 
president for 
1995-1996 and
Katie Legg, 
Culleoka, vice 

president and worship chair­
person. Other officers are Joe
Morris, Mem­
phis, secre­
tary; Debo­
rah Doss, 
Martin, Barn­
abas chairper­
son; Toby 
McMillin, 
Martin, com­
munity mis­ LEGG
sion chairperson; Stephanie 
Barnhill, Spring Hill, fellow­
ship chairperson; and Doug 
McCaslin, Lexington, sports 
chairperson.

■ Fairview Church, Leba­
non, ordained five new deacons 
Sept. 10. They were J.W. 
Brown, Tommy Edwards, 
Jimmy Speck, Charlie 
Winn, and Mike Goins.

■ the leaders

■ Richard Childress, pas­
tor, Covington Church, Coving­
ton, Va., has been called as 
pastor of Signal Mountain 
Church, Signal Mountain, ef­
fective Sept. 3. The native of 

Kingsport, also has served 
churches in Kentucky. He is a 
graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City; South­
ern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, Louisville, Ky.; and 
Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C.

■ Walter Alley of Mur­
freesboro, has been called as 
minister of education, Memori­
al Church, Hixson.

■ Brian Trapp, a student 
at Pellissippi State Communi­
ty College, Knoxville, has been 
called as youth director, Union 
Church, Knoxville.

■ Charles Belt of Nash­
ville, former Baptist Sunday 
School Board employee who 
worked in pastor/deacon min­
istry there for six years, and 
former pastor or church staff 
member for 24 years, is avail­
able for interim work, pulpit 
supply, and leadership of con­
ferences and retreats. Belt can 
be contacted at 765 McMurray 
Drive, #M-6, Nashville, 37211, 
(615)331-9590.

■ Jeff Simmons, student 
ministry assistant, Trinity 
Church, San Antonio, Texas, 
has been called as minister to 
students, First Church, Nash­
ville, Sept. 17. He will work 
with high school and college 
students. Simmons is a gradu­
ate of Baylor University, Waco, 
Texas, and Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas.

■ Bill Freeney, a retired 
pastor and member of New 
Salem Church, Soddy-Daisy, is 
available to supply in churches 
or lead special meetings. He 
can be reached at 8921 Hens­
ley Road, Hixson, 37343, (615) 
842-6916.

■ First Church, Water­
town, has called Tim Crosby, 
of Lowrey Memorial Church,

Blue Mountain, Miss., as pas­
tor.

■ Tony Jones, minister of 
music/youth, First Church, 
Halls, has been called as min­
ister of education/youth, First 
Church, Covington.

■ Willie M. Newman, pas­
tor, First Church, Bryson City, 
N.C., for 25 years retired June 
30 to Mountain City, where he 
is available for supply work. 
He is the former pastor of Blue 
Springs Church, Cleveland; 
First Church, New Tazewell; 
and Armona Church, Alcoa. He 
can be reached at Rt. 5, Box 
86, Mountain City, 37683.

■ Fosterville Church, 
Fosterville, will hold revival 
Sept. 24-29. Charles McKnight 
will speak. On Sunday a lunch­
eon and afternoon musical pro­
gram featuring the “Masters- 
men" will be held.

■ Memorial Church, Hix­
son, will celebrate its 40th an­
niversary Oct. 1. Laverne 
Mosher, first pastor, will 
speak. A luncheon will follow.

■ First Church, Morris­
town, will host “The Seasons 
of a Woman’s Life” Oct. 6-7. 
Luci Swindoll, vice president of 
public relations of “Insight for 
Living,” her brother Chuck 
Swindoll’s international radio 
ministry, will speak along with 
Buna Sorrell, member of Belle­
vue Church, Cordova. Debra 
Talley will sing. For more in­
formation contact the church 
at P.O. Box 1394, Morristown, 
37816.

■ First Church, Living­
ston, held revival Sept. 6-10 
with former pastor Clarence 
Stewart, retired director, Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention

TENNESSEE LEADERS and youth from Grenada pose during 
Grenadian Association Youth Camp Aug. 10-19 in Grenada, West 
Indies. Leaders were 12 college students and adults from Wal­
lace Memorial Church, Knoxville, directed by Jerry Ball, minister 
of youth. They worked with missionaries Carter and Charlotte 
Davis from Knoxville, to lead the teens in drama, crafts, recre­
ation, and Bible study on the theme, ‘Living the Christlike Life in 
'95.'

Partnership Missions Depart­
ment. Rush Harrison, the 
church’s minister of music and 
youth, led the music. The 
church also held its annual 
Fall Festival Sept. 10.

■ First Church, Troy, 
held a tent revival which re­
sulted in 32 people making 
professions of faith and 17 be­
ing baptized. The evangelist 
was Brady Weldon.

■ On Oct. 28 Gibson 
Church, Gibson, will hold a 
Friendship Fair for the com­
munity. It will include games 
for children and a musical pro­
gram by William and Jill Don- 
nel of Martin.

■ the associations

■ Nashville Association 
will host a ‘"Power Partner Tour” 
Sept. 30 from 9:30 a.m. - noon. 
Participants will view association 
office, Woodcock Church and 
Mission Center, Toy Store and 
ministries of Shelby Avenue 
Church, and Truckstop Ministry’ 
of Inglewood Church. For more 

information, call (615) 259-3034 
by Sept. 22.

■ Grainger County Asso­
ciation is holding a World 
Missions Conference Sept. 17- 
24 with 22 churches participat­
ing in two four-day sessions. 
That is up from 19 churches 
which were involved in a 1988 
conference. Missions involved 
in this conference are from as 
far away as Nigeria, Chile, In­
donesia, and Japan.

■ the schools

■ “Lunch and Learn” for se­
nior adults will be hosted by 
Union University, Jackson, 
Sept. 28. Wade Akins and Ted 
Burden, leaders of Union’s fall 
revival will speak. For more 
information, call (901) 661- 
5163.

■ Susan O’Dell Under­
wood, English professor, Car­
son-Newman College, Jeffer­
son City, was awarded the 
school’s 1995-96 Teaching Ex­
cellence Award.

Tennessee Sampler aa views,
Church — being all it can be

By Jerry Sutton, pastor
Two Rivers Church, Nashville

My passion is to see the church be 
all that God intends for it to be. I am 
convinced that many congregations set­
tle for far less than what the Lord 
wants for them. Vital to experiencing 
God’s best is having God’s purposes as 
our own.

Eveiy church has a purpose for exis­
tence. Yet, not every church has God’s 
purpose. Purposes other than God’s can 
be traditions, fears, strong personali­
ties, finances — or lack of finances — 
proverbial sacred cows, and even com­
fort. These things can displace God’s 
purposes and become the driving forces 
behind decisions, plans, and agendas.

In his Word, the Lord identifies his 

purposes for the church. According to 
Scripture, the church is called to wor­
ship the Lord. This is not something 
nice to do, it is not something optional, 
it is an essential part of the church’s 
purpose. We are also called to evange­
lize the world.

Another purpose of God for his 
church is that we disciple, build up, en­
courage, and edify believers to assist 
them in growing to full spiritual matu­
rity. This applies to our relating rightly 
to both the Lord and to people, and to 
developing and understanding God’s 
Word, God’s ways, and God’s world. It 
involves healing hurts, building faith, 
strengthening families, teaching stew­
ardship, and cultivating leadership.

A fourth purpose is that we are 
called by the Lord to impact and influ­
ence the world around us. Jesus used 
metaphors of salt and light in his Ser­

mon on the Mount to describe this di­
mension of our calling.

Authentic Christianity will settle for 
nothing less than these purposes being 
our purposes as a church family. □

Looking bock

By Garry Burkacki, pastor
Beverly Hills Church, Memphis

Have you ever driven up the side of 
a mountain and then stopped to look 
back? I was 18 years old and hadn’t 
been driving long when I was asked to 
go to Florida and drive a truck back to 
Michigan for a preacher that was mov­
ing. Long into the night we arrived on 
top of Lookout Mountain — a long 
winding road that I had never been on 
before, and me, in a 27-foot truck. ’The 
next morning I looked down that moun-

insights
tain road. What a sight! Winding, 
curvy, steep, hair-pin curves were all I 
saw. It was then I thanked God I had 
driven up that road at night so I 
couldn’t see what was ahead of me.

Sometimes as Christians we need to 
stop along life’s road and look back. It 
may have been winding and steep, yet 
we see the love, grace, and leadership 
of Christ directing us all the way. 
Someone has rightly said, “Never be 
afraid to trust an unknown future to an 
all-knowing God.” □

Articles included in “Tennessee Sampler 
— views, insights" are written by Tennes­
see Baptist church and associations! lead­
ers. The articles are chosen for publication 
from newsletters of churches and asso­
ciations. The Baptist and Reflector does 
not necessarily concur with the views ex­
pressed.
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Little Rock churches launch 'LOVE
Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — A 
campaign to curb violence 
through church intervention 
was unveiled in a recent two- 
day conference in Little Rock.

The “Let Our Violence End” 
(LOVE) conference featured 
sessions that addressed such 
violence-related topics as rape, 
gangs, suicide, domestic vio­
lence, and self-esteem. Many of 
the 200-plus participants orga­
nized into teams to take the 
campaign into schools, neigh­
borhoods, and businesses.

The campaign was initiated 
by Robert Holt, a member of 
Second Church, Little Rock, 
which served as one of the con­
ference’s hosts. “LOVE is a 
ministry that God has given us 
... to replace the violent ac­
tions that are going on in our 
community with loving ac­
tions,” Holt explained.

He said LOVE is designed to 
“give the people tools in order 
to take the message of love into 
our communities. Each church 
is a toolbox for love and what­
ever tools we put into that tool­
box will determine what we 
build in the community.”

Emphasizing LOVE is a 
multi-denominational effort, 
he noted conference partici­
pants represented 33 different 
churches.

Holt also voiced his hope the

campaign could grow into a 
worldwide effort. When asked 
how that would happen, he an­
swered, “Only God knows that. 
God is continually changing 
this ministry. We’re going to 
take this message to the 
streets through the churches, 
through our schools, and 
through our communities in 
any avenue we can utilize,” 
Holt said. □

Song titles updated for 'Ivory Palaces'
In the advertisement for Bette Stalneeker’a “Ivory Palaces” 

tape in the Sept. 6 issue of the Baptist and Reflector, the song 
titles were inadvertently omitted. They are: “There’s Some­
thing About That Name, That Beautiful Name,” “I Must Tell 
Jesus,” “O’ Rejoice in the Lord,” “Amazing Grace/He Looked 
Beyond My Fault,” “King Jesus,” “When I’ve Done My Best,” 
“Ivory Palaces,” “Benediction” (Edelweiss), “Moses,” and 
“Without Him.”

Audio tapes are $10 and CDs and Videos are $15. Postage 
and handling is $1 per unit. Tapes may be ordered from Bette 
Stalnecker Ministries, 234 Lackey Lane, Ripley, Tenn., 38063, 
or telephone/fax: (901) 635-0347. □

Exciting Career 
in Christian Retailing

Excellent salary and benefit 
package available. Qualifica­
tions must include: four-year 
college degree or comparable 
business experience, outstand­
ing leadership, computer skills, 
strong vision for the future, and 
an active role in a Southern 
Baptist church.

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet

VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501. Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

Send resume to: 
Book Store Manager Search 

Human Resources Dept. 
127 Ninth Avenue North 

Nashville, TN 37234-0121 
or call (615) 251-2311

baftistSdoox stous 
LIFEWAY 75HHSTIAN STORES

owned and operated by the 
Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

Minister to Students 
and

Activities Director
First Baptist Church of 

Fort Myers, Florida, seeks a 
Minister to Students/Activi- 
ties Director. In July of 
1994, the church opened a 
new $3 million Family Life 
Center. The church is seek­
ing a minister who is both 
academically trained and 
practically experienced. All 
candidates should have a 
master’s degree and have 
served in two church staff 
positions. Experience in 
both Student Ministry and 
Church Recreation is re­
quired. Send letters of rec­
ommendation along with bi­
ographical sketches to:

Personnel Committee 
First Baptist Church 

of Fort Myers 
P.O. Box 780

Fort Myers, Florida 33902.

Estate Planning Seminar
Saturday, September 30,1995 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

You will learn:
• to avoid 10 common mistakes;

• why up to 80% of your retirement can go to the 
IRS and how to prevent that from happening; 

how to use a little known tax-exempt trust to accomplish 
your financial and estate planning goals; and 

why you need a power of attorney.

Barbara A. Culver, CEP, CLU, ChFC will 
enlighten you with some exciting possibilities 
for your financial future. Co-owner of 
Cincinnati's Culver-Freeman Agency, Ms. 
Culver is a nationally recognized financial 
planning professional with a warm and 
entertaining presentation style.

For reservations and more information call 385-6435.

Grand Old Fashion Revival 
September 28 thru October 1. 1995 

Pigeon Forge. Tennessee

GRAND ^RESORT - 
HOTEL &

CONVENTION CENTER

Featuring Dr. J. Harold Smith, Speaker 
Featuring: Squire Parsons. Music Director and other special musicians

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 
SERVICES HEI J) NIGHTLY AT 7:00 PH

Emphasis on the Youth
SATURDAY MIGHT - SEPTEMBER 30,1995

On SATURDAY NIGHT al 6:00 p.m.. 0< Smith s daughter, Martha, will bring a special message which will inspire,
exerte and bless ail the young people attending the GRAND OLD FASHION REVIVAL Sarah Anderson, a student 
at Carson-Newman College will be our guest youth soloist
On SUNDAY NIGHT. OCTOBER 1. Dr Smith will bring his message 'GOD THREE DEADLINES", and we urge 
you to bnng your tost loved ones, friends and neighbors to hear this tremendous message

Everyone Is Invited To Attend These Services At
THE GRAND CONVENTION CENTER

(located next door to the Hotel) 
on the Parkway • Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 
for additional information call 615-623-3400

Office of Planned Giving

WB ELMONT
V' UNIVERSITY

Your spiritual journey can have continuing dimensions if your 
Will includes the causes of Christ. Your Tennessee Baptist 

Foundation wants to work with you as you plan for the future.

TRUSTS
Trusts established with the 

Foundation may be funded by using cash, stocks, 
bonds, real estate, life insurance, or 

other gifts. The Foundation offers several types of trusts that 
provide an income to the donorTer life. At the death of the 

donor the principal is held in trust with income going 
to persons and/or causes 
designed by the donor.

MEMORIALS
Through the 

Foundation, memorial trusts 
may be set up in one's own 

name or the name of a loved 
one. Income from the trust 
will go to the Baptist cause 

named by the 
donor.

Service 
Integrity 

Trust

BENEFITS TO 
YOU

These methods of 
giving provide eco­

nomic, tax, 
and spiritual benefits 

to you. At your re­
quest, a Foundation 
representative will 

visit you and explain 
how to accomplish 

charitable goals and 
enjoy these benefits.

WILLS
Whatever the 
size of your 

estate, it is wise to 
have a 

will. Through your will 
you can 

leave a bequest to the 
Foundation 

for Baptist causes that 
will continue your 
Christian witness 

to the end 
of time.

For information, 
contact:

W.L. (Bo) Childs Jr.. CFP 
President-Treasurer 
Tennessee Baptist

Foundation
P.O. Box 728 
Brentwood, 

Tenn., 37024-0728 
(615) 371-2029 or 
1 (800) 552-4644 

FAX: (615) 371-2049

SEPTEMBER — FOUNDATION EMPHASIS MONTH

10 Baptist and Reflector ■ September 20, 1995



■ ' ■ ® . ...

w Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for September 24 
Focal Passage: 

Romans 6:12-13, 15-23

Salvation: what now?
By C. William Palmiter

Although God will not withdraw his gift of 
salvation, man has the ability to reject it. If a 
person is truly a believer, he must be careful not 
to yield to the aggressive power of sin. The word 
“yield” is found five times in this passage and 
means “to place at one’s disposal, to present, to 
offer as a sacrifice.” It is the same word translat­
ed as “present” in Romans 12:1 where the believ­
er’s body should be presented to the Lord as “a 
living sacrifice.” The Old Testament Law focused 
on dead sacrifices; the New Testament Lord 
focuses on living sacrifices.

Someone might think that freedom from the 
Law means license to do whatever one wants, 
even if it is to sin. This objection allows Paul to 
articulate his simple, yet very profound recom­
mendations. Paul used the analogy of slavery to 
contest a casual attitude toward sin. Slavery was 
common in Paul’s time. Many Christians were 
slaves which made this metaphor easy to under­
stand. In this section (w. 15-23) an illustration 
is used from the institution of slavery in which 
salvation is represented as a change of masters. 
The slave belonged to his master who alone had 
a claim upon his time and energies, and could 
dispose of him as he thought fit. Once a person 
offers himself to obey the commands of a master 
the way that a slave would, he actually becomes 
a slave to that master. For example, if a person 
obeys the provocation of sin, he becomes a slave 
of sin which means spiritual death. On the other 
hand, if one is obedient to God, he is God’s slave 
which results in true righteousness or right liv­
ing. Paul is thankful that the Roman Christians 
have indicated that they are God’s slaves. Before 
salvation they had followed sin as their master. 
But now that they are converted, they obey the 
teachings of Christ’s Gospel.

Paul apologizes for using the example of 
human slavery since he knows that the only 
slavery in the life of a Christian is the com­
pelling force of love which makes you truly free 
to become all that God wants you to be. With 
God it is all or nothing. A true believer has sur­
rendered complete control of his life to Christ 
and held nothing back. No one who has done 
that would ever think of using grace as an 
excuse for sin.

Verses 20-23 summarizes Paul’s teachings on 
the moral consequences of salvation. He 
describes the two masters, freedoms, fruits, and 
destinies. The two masters are sin and right­
eousness. The two freedoms are mutually exclu­
sive: the slave of sin is free from righteousness 
and the slave of righteousness is free from sin. 
The two fruits are shameful behavior and holi­
ness. The two destinies are death and eternal 
life.

Their own experience should reinforce the 
right choice. When they were enslaved by sin, 
they felt none of the restraint and control of 
God’s righteousness. This resulted in actions 
which then filled them with shame and which 
inevitably led to definitive separation from God. 
Now things are different! Freed from the tyran­
nical drive of sin and enrolled in the service of 
God, they are gathering fruits of holiness which 
will ripen to full maturity in eternal life. This is 
a fundamental principle. The pay off for sin is 
death, while the surpassing gift which one 
receives in a saved life that is serving God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. □ — 
William Palmiter is pastor of Bethel Church, 
Greenbrier.

Obedient to the Spirit
Convention Uniform Series 

for September 24 
Focal Passages: 

Acts 5:17-32

By Jerry Barker

The highs — Acts 4:32-37
One of the highs of the 

early church was their con­
cern for those in need. 
Certainly the concern for the 
needy among them brought 
about a unity or oneness in spirit. The people who had 
property would sell their property and give the pro­
ceeds to the apostles and those in need were helped 
(vv. 32-35). A good example of this concern was 
Barnabas who sold land and gave the money to the 
church (w. 36-37).

The lows — ch. 5:1-11
Ananias and Sapphira gave only a part of the 

money they had received for what they sold (w. 1-2). 
The great sin of Ananias and Sapphira was not that 
they brought only a portion of what they received but 
that they lied about the amount. There was an impact 
on the church, as those who heard about them felt 
great fear (v. 11).

The obedience — w. 17-42
Certainly this passage and chapter 4:5-22 have 

much in common. These two passages describe the 
first and second time that the apostles were brought 
before the Council of the Sanhedrin. In the first 
instance only Peter and John were arrested, but in the 
second instance all of the apostles were imprisoned. 
Also there is a great difference in the tone and intensi­
ty of the two situations. In chapter 4 the authorities 
warned them but in the second instance there was 
more intense anger as the Sadducees were not only 
angry about the defying of their orders but they were 
jealous of the success that the apostles had with the 
people.

In verses 19-21, we read of God’s deliverance of the 
apostles from prison so they could continue to do the 
Lord’s work. The apostles were obedient to the Lord. 
In verse 21 it seems apparent that the Sanhedrin 
thought they were in control and running things but

Visions of suffering and victory
By Clay Austin

Seventy weeks — vv. 24-27
The context of this vivid scene 

is Daniel’s prayer. While Daniel 
was praying in confession of both 
his sins and the sins of his people, 
God revealed a powerful vision to 
this “highly esteemed” messenger. 
No doubt, Daniel was very con­
cerned about the future of his 
people. Six brief clauses in verse 
24 summarize God’s spiritual 
intentions for the future. Each 
phrase denotes action on the part 
of God and his people.

The first three clauses are 
more negative in nature and can 
be considered a response to 
Daniel’s prayer. The people are 
instructed to finish their “trans­
gression,” make an end to “sin,” 
and to atone their “iniquity.” All 
of these require action on the part 
of Daniel’s congregation.

There are promises made 
which follow these correctives. 
God is going to deliver his people, 
again. It was the task of Israel to 
make preparations. Many com­
mentators feel that there is no 
reason to relate any of these pas­
sages to the first or second com­
ing of Christ. However, the ulti­
mate expression of hope of Israel 
wab always expressed in the con­
cept of Messiah.

There are many interpretations 
of the 70 weeks prophecy. One 

school holds that the 70 weeks 
begins with the destruction of the 
temple in 586. This would bring 
fulfillment to the days of 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Others 
associate the period as being ful­
filled during the time of Jesus. 
Millenarians see the weeks as 
being fulfilled at the death of 
Jesus.

Choose your viewpoint careful­
ly, however, do not miss the 
greater picture. God will have the 
final victory. Like Daniel, we 
need to be prepared to see what 
God is going to do. Perhaps our 
prayer life should be similar to 
that of Daniel.

The end — ch. 12:1-4
Daniel’s prophecy reaches a 

dynamic crescendo in chapter 12. 
The end will be a time of un-par- 
alleled “distress.” A casual look at 
any newspaper, newscast, or vir­
tually any television program will 
affirm that we also are living in 
“distressing” times. To the faith­
ful the world will always repre­
sent danger and conflict. One of 
the greatest dangers we face is to 
accommodate our convictions to

to their surprise God’s 
work was continuing at the 
temple.

“Then came one and 
told them saying, Behold, 
the men whom ye put in 
prison are standing in the 
temple, and teaching the 

people” (v. 25).
The apostles were then brought back before the 

Sanhedrin and two accusations were made against 
them. First, they had openly disobeyed the order to 
not preach in Jesus’ name.

Second, the high priest charged that they were try­
ing to hold them accountable for the death of Jesus. 
The laying of blame for someone’s blood was an Old 
Testament way of accusing someone of murder.

Peter responded with the most important words for 
any Christian to hear.

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and 
said, We ought to obey God rather than men” (v. 29).

Human authority and government deserves our 
respect, honor, and obedience. But only God deserves 
our ultimate obedience.

A Pharisee named Gamaliel suggested that if this 
movement was not of God then it would fail but if it 
was of God they didn’t need to oppose it for it could 
not be stopped. The Sanhedrin beat the apostles and 
let them go.

Please note that when they were released they con­
tinued to be obedient in their witness. They were not 
only faithful but they rejoiced that they were allowed 
to suffer for their Lord (v. 41). They kept on preaching 
and teaching (v. 42).

Our lesson today is a contrast of light and dark. 
The dark side of the lesson is lying to God by Ananias 
and Sappharia. The bright side of the lesson is the 
obedient spirit of Peter and the apostles in the face of 
persecution. □ — Jerry Barker is pastor of First Church, 
Alamo.

Bible Book Series for September 24 
Focal Passages: Daniel 9:24-27; 

12:1-4
the standards of the world.

We are called to be as distinc­
tive as “salt” to a bland world and 
as powerful as “light” to a world 
of darkness. Understanding 
prophecy does little good if we fail 
to offer an alternative to “conven­
tional wisdom” or sound alarm to 
a spiritually sleeping world.

First, these verses are not pre­
sented as Daniel’s ideas, but as a 
revelation from God. God was 
speaking to Daniel’s contempo­
raries just as he speaks to us 
through this prophecy. Second, 
God is involved in shaping earth­
ly history. Chance, random order, 
or fate do not control our lives, 
God is in control. Third, the ulti­
mate resolution of all conflict 
involving God’s people belongs to 
him.

We are reminded again that 
the faithful have the final victory. 
Fourth, it is the task of the people 
of faith to be steadfast. The pri­
mary task we have been given is 
not to predict when the victory 
will come, but rather to be pre­
pared to be a part of the celebra­
tion. □ — Clay Austin is pastor of 
First Church, Blountville.
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a global/national news bri&fs
Samford employs 
former editor
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Former Florida Baptist Wit­
ness editor Jack Brymer has 
taken a job at Samford Univer­
sity.

Brymer, 59, has been 
named to a newly-created post 
of director of publications at 
the Alabama Baptist school, ef­
fective Oct. 1.

Brymer, an Alabama native 
and Samford graduate, re­
signed abruptly last August as 
editor of the Florida Baptist 
paper, citing “continued ha­
rassment” from the newspa­
per’s governing board. □

Kentucky editor takes 

Texas associate post
Baptist Press

DALLAS — Marv Knox, edi­
tor of Kentucky Baptists’ West­
ern Recorder since 1990, will 
become associate editor of the 
Baptist Standard, Texas Bap­
tists’ newsjournal, effective
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Has your church begun planning its budget for the next church 
year? If not, don’t faint when you see how costs for paper, print­
ing, and postage have gone up. But, there is a way out — let 
the Baptist and Reflector do the newsletter of your church.

The plan can be customized to fit the needs of any church. 
One Tennessee Baptist pastor whose church uses the Church 
Page Plan twice a month says:

“Clearview Baptist Church has had a ‘clear-view’ of local, 
state, convention-wide as well as a world-wide news on the cut­

ting edge issues which both interest and involve us. We have included the Baptist and Re­
flector in our budget for all of our members. Twice a month we enjoy the ‘serendipitous’ ex­
perience of reading about ourselves on the back page. It is like conducting worship in a gym- 
natorium — we receive the maximum benefit from the investment in a multi-purpose facility. 
WAY TO GO!!!” — Bob Norman, pastor, Clearview Church, Franklin.

Clip this form and discover how you can make the Baptist and Reflector work for you. We will 
send you information about the Church Page Plan and a special offer. Mail form to: Baptist and Re­
flector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024.

Church

Address

Your Name

Church Phone Number

Dec. 4. Knox, 39, was elected 
unanimously by the Standard’s 
board of directors Sept. 12.

He will succeed Toby Druin 
who will become editor on the 
retirement of Presnail H. 
Wood Dec. 31.

Knox is a Texas native and 
a graduate of Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

He and his wife, Joanna, 
have two daughters. □

NOBTS trustees learn 
'faculty is nervous'
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — Trus­
tees of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary were 
told total enrollment is up. 
more than 3 percent, the semi­
nary finished the fiscal year in 
the black, but the “faculty is 
nervous” in anticipation of a 
new president.

Landrum Leavell II, presi­
dent of the seminary for 20 
years until his retirement at 
the end of 1994 and now inter­
im president, told trustees the 

faculty “needs a leader, the 
sooner the better.” Leavell was 
referring to the nine-month pe­
riod since a search for the sem­
inary’s eighth president began 
the first of the year.

Trustee search committee 
chairman, Morris L. Anderson, 
pastor of First Church, Pigeon 
Forge, said he understands the 
concerns, but “I don’t know 
how long” it is going to take. 
Anderson said the committee 
is unanimous “in the direction 
we are going,” but wouldn’t 
comment on how close the 
committee is to a nominee. The 
committee plans to notify the 
board of trustees at least two 
weeks in advance for a two-day 
meeting with the nominee. But 
with the announcement SBC 
President Jim Heniy had with­
drawn from consideration, no 
particular person appeared to 
be discussed during the 
trustees’ campus meeting Sept. 
12.

Anderson said the commit­
tee wants the man “God has 
for us” but won’t set any 
timetable.

Part of the anxiety of the 
faculty, officials said, could be

Title 

attributed to the stress of pre­
sent faculty dealing with eight 
vacant teaching positions. The 
seminary apparently had been 
waiting for a new president to 
have input for new faculty, but 
trustees voted to have semi­
nary officials go ahead with re­
cruiting for vacant positions. □

FMB vice president 
named to BWA 
evangelism effort
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — The South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board’s vice president for mis­
sion personnel has been named 
as a special assistant to Nilson 
Fanini, the newly-elected pres­
ident of the Baptist World Al­
liance.

Thurmon E. Bryant and a 
team of mainly Southern Bap­
tists, named by Fanini and 
Bryant, will begin working to 
develop an evangelism focus 
with Fanini and BWA.

Fanini, a Brazilian pastor, 
was elected to a five-year term 
as BWA president in August.
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He challenged Baptists meet­
ing in Buenos Aires for the 
Baptist World Congress to en­
gage in a coor­
dinated effort 
to reach the 
world with the 
Gospel by the 
year 2000.

Bryant, 65, 
will remain on 
the FMB pay- BRYANT 
roll and contin­
ue to work out of FMB offices 
in Richmond. But he will use 
up to a fourth of his time help­
ing coordinate Fanini’s evange­
lism plans with those of the 
BWA and national Baptist 
bodies throughout the world. □

RTVC trustees adopt 
resolution on possible 
agreement with F&V 
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — A 
resolution approving in princi­
ple a proposed programming 
agreement between ACTS and 
the “Faith and Values” chan­
nel was approved by trustees 
of the Radio and Television 
Commission at their Sept. 12 
meeting.

In other actions, trustees 
adopted a 1995-96 fiscal year 
balanced budget of $8,020,000 
and appointed a transition 
team to prepare for the re­
structuring voted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
last June.

“There is some language to 
clarify in the agreement pro­
posed by the Faith and Values 
channel, but I think an agree­
ment is now reachable,” said 
Jack Johnson, RTVC presi­
dent.

ACTS is the cable television 
service operated by RTVC. The 
National Interfaith Cable 
Coalition owns 51 percent of 
the F&V channel. Liberty Me­
dia, a subsidiary of TCI (the 
nation’s largest cable operator) 
owns 49 percent. □

Texas church pledges 
$ 100,000 to Draper 
chair at Southwestern
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
First Church, Euless, Texas, 
has pledged $100,000 toward 
the million-dollar James T. 
Draper Chair of Pastoral Min­
istries at Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminaiy.

Draper, president of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, 
served as pastor of the Euless 
congregation from 1975-91.

The Draper chair was estab­
lished in 1994 and will be acti­
vated when designated endow­
ment funds reach $1 million. □
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