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State Senate
By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Chances 
for a state-sponsored lottery 
improved somewhat last week 
as pro-lottery legislators had 
their way.

Tennessee senators breezed 
through a third and decisive 
vote Thursday, moving a con­
troversial lottery-favoring bill 
over to the House of Represen­
tatives.

Sen. Steve Cohen of Mem­
phis for several years has 
spearheaded approval of vari­
ous types of gambling in Ten­
nessee.

The third roll call passed by 
the largest majority, 19-14 on 
Thursday. An April 8 vote of 
17-14 dittoed a vote taken the 
previous week.

SJR-4 now goes to the 
House, where representatives 
easily passed a similar bill last 
year.

The House of Representa­
tives has four days (this week 
or next week) in which to ap­
prove the Senate’s SJR-4. A 
simple measure to substitute 
the Senate version for the 1995 
House version will probably be 
employed.

The House must get 51 
votes on three separate occa­
sions this term.

Approval by both houses of

State RAs, Acteens hold annual Spring gatherings

MISSIONARY Sherri Buntain of Malaysia signs a 
'passport' for Mitchell Greene, a Royal Ambas­
sador from Memorial Church, Maryville at the RA 
Congress held April 4-6 at Carson-Newman Col­
lege in Jefferson City. See page 6 for more photos 
and information.

MAKING THE SHOT AFTER ANSWERING a missions question is Allison Maynard of 
Gladeville Church, Gladeville, while Erica Cordell, game director and Tennessee 
Acteens panelist of Salem Church, Knoxville, watches. The game was a part of the 
Acteens Summit April 4-6 at Opryland Hotel, Nashville. See page 7 formore information.

approves lottery vote
the General Assembly would 
send the lottery resolution to 
the new General Assembly 
elected this November.

The legislators would have 
to give the resolution a two- 
thirds vote next January or in 
January 1998 in order to put it 
on the statewide ballot in No­
vember 1998.

Such a referendum would 
allow voters to decide whether 
to remove an 1834 constitu­
tional provision that prevents 
lotteries in Tennessee.

If all that were to fail, the 
next opportunity for a 
statewide lottery vote in Ten­
nessee would be in November 
2002.

The debate on the lottery is­
sue has been passionate for 
more than a dozen years, going 
back to 1984.

Lottery proponents say citi­
zens should be allowed to vote 
on the issue. Some legislators 
agree. Others say that a lot­
tery is not in the public’s best 
interests even though lottery 
spokespersons claim a huge fi­
nancial windfall for the state if 
a lottery is approved.

Lottery opposition expresses 
concern about the “unknown 
factors,” specifically whether 
other forms of gambling would 
piggy-back the lottery. This is­
sue remains unanswered for 
the most part.

Some citizens are fearful 
that lottery approval in the 
long run would cost the state 
much more in dollars than any 
promised income, and that the 
moral issue of gambling is im­
portant. At issue also is 
whether state government 
should get involved in encour­
aging gambling.

A total of 37 states have lot­
teries, including several Ten­
nessee neighbors.

Senators voting for the lot­
tery in the decisive third vote 
include:

Cohen, Cooper, Crowe, 
Crutchfield, Dixon, Ford, 
Gilbert, Harper, Haun, 
Haynes, Kyle, Miller, O’Brien, 
Rice, Rochelle, Springer, Wal­
lace, Wright, and Wilder.

Against: Atchley, Burks, 
Carter, Elsea, Fowler, Hamil­
ton, Henry, Holcomb, Jordan, 
Koella, Leatherwood, McNally, 
Person, and Womack. □

Boomer/Buster conference 

cancelled; low registration

The Baby Boomer/Buster 
Conference scheduled for April 
22 at Englewood Church, Jack- 
son, is cancelled.

Johnnie Hall, Discipleship 
Training, and Julian Suggs, 
Church Music, cited lack of 
registration as the reason for 
cancellation. □

Only one official 
TBC newsjournal; 
that's the B&R

It is safe to assume that 
Tennessee Baptists want to 
know what is happening in 
Baptist life.

And they want that 
news to be timely, accu­
rate, readable, and helpful.

We want to help poten­
tial readers to subscribe to 
their paper. Just call us at 
(615) 371-2003. We’ll give 
you some good news.

Through the Church 
Page Plan, we can provide 
a paper weekly, styled just 
for you with your church 
news on the back page. It 
will cost less than your 
weekly, newsletter.

The paper, though it is 
edited by a competent staff 
that includes three experi­
enced Christian journal­
ists, belongs to Tennessee 
Baptists.

You who are reading 
this now, and all others 
who are TBC church mem­
bers, are the ultimate audi­
ence of the Baptist and Re­
flector.

Beginning June 5, your 
paper will be “wrapped” in 
a more readable, attractive 
package, introducing some 
new ideas. — Editor



KU about 
your 

newsjournal
■ Wm. Fletcher Allen, editor 
■ Subscribe to the Baptist 

and Reflector for one year 
and receive 50 copies. 
Family or individual sub­
scription - $7.50, clubs of 
10 or more subscriptions - 
$7.25, church (more than 
50 percent of families) - 
$6.50. Send check/money 
order to address below.

■ To contribute a news 
item, call or write Editor 
Wm. Fletcher Alien; Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor; or 
Connie Davis, assistant ed­
itor.

■ To advertise - Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor or 
editor.

■ For billing and subscrip­
tion list questions - Betty 
Williams, bookkeeper

■ For information about tri­
al subscription plan for 
church or association 
edition - Editor Allen, Lon­
nie Wilkey, Connie Davis, 
or Susie Edwards, adminis­
trative secretary

■ For information about lo­
cal church edition - The 
Editor, or Mary Nimmo, 
church pages coordinator

■ For production answers - 
Lonnie Wilkey or Connie 
Davis

■ Publisher-Tennessee 
Baptist Convention 
Executive Board

■ Board of directors: Frank 
Hawkins, chairman; Russ 
Dunham vice chairman; 
Charles Anderson, Christine 
Bess, Hinton Climer, Eugene 
Cotey, Herbert Higdon, Ken 
Hubbard, Diane Jordan, 
Lynn King, Pat Landrum, 
Paul Medley, Bill Northcott, 
Charles Parker, Richard Pat­
ton, Mike Thrower, Conyer 
Walker, Gary Watkins, and 
Ambers Wilson

■ Office - Baptist and 
Reflector, 5001 Maryland 
Way, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37027
Mailing address - P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37024
Phone-(615) 371-2003.
FAX-(615) 371-2080

■ Membership - Southern 
Baptist Press Association

■ Address changes - Bap­
tist and Reflector, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

■ Postmaster - Second class 
postage paid at Brentwood 
and at additional mailing of­
fice. (USPS 041-780)

■ Frequency of issue - The 
paper is published weekly 
except for the weeks of 
Christmas and Fourth of 
July.

Printed on 
recycled paper

SBC stats include gains, losses
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Increases 
in Southern Baptist church 
membership, baptisms, and 
number of churches led 1995 
statistical gains for the de­
nomination in a year that in­
cluded a mixture of gains and 
losses in reporting areas.

The 1994-95 church year 
marked the second year of a 
new reporting process for the 
Annual Church Profile com­
pleted by individual churches.

The 1995 totals are statisti­
cally comparable to 1994, ex­
cept in two categories, but not 
to earlier years, said Cliff 
Tharp, supervisor of the Bap­
tist Sunday School Board's 
strategic information unit.

Church membership 
climbed to 15,668,077 in 1995, 
a gain of 48,165 or 0.3 percent 
over 1994. Baptisms for the 
year totaled 393,811, an in­
crease of 15,348 or 4.1 percent 
over the previous year. The 
ratio of baptisms to total 
church membership was 1:40, 
a slight improvement over the 
1994 ratio of 1:41.

Other church membership 
additions — transfer of church 
letter, joining by statement — 
totaled 468,737 in 1995, a de­
crease of 582 or 0.1 percent 
from the 1994 total of 469,319.

The number of churches 
topped 40,000, increasing 
from the 1994 total of 39,910 
to 40,120, a gain of 210. 
Church-type missions operat­
ed by churches decreased by

New Orleans hotels have additional rooms for SBC meeting
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — Previously re­
served rooms in some New Orleans hotels 
for the Southern Baptist Convention an­
nual meeting June 11-13 have become 
available, according to SBC officials.

Jack Wilkerson, convention manager 
and vice president for business and fi­
nance for the SBC Executive Committee, 
said New Orleans officials have notified

Daily Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
April

17 — Pray for the success and safe travels of women across the 
state of Michigan attending the annual WMU conference lat­
er this month.

18 — Pray for workers as they prepare to begin SALT training across 
the state df Michigan.

19 — Pray for the director of the HOPE Baptist Center in Detroit who 
is recovering from back surgery.

20 — Pray for volunteers who are willing to help complete the con­
struction of a church for Newaygo Community Baptist 
Church. The construction began last summer.

21 — Pray for Canadian Baptist leader Allen Schmidt as he travels 
to Chile to visit Canadian foreign missionaries Ken and 
Cathy Yinger.

22 — Pray for Pat and Daisy Milne as they begin ministry at FBC, 
Grand Forks, British Columbia.

23 — Pray for Dovercourt Association as it seeks a new DOM.

195 or 4.6 percent to a 1995 
total of 4,026.

In church program areas, 
music ministry enroll- 
ment/participation registered 
a 2.2 percent increase of 
40,171 to a new total enroll­
ment of 1,881,754.

Small decreases were re­
ported in Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Sunday School en­
rollments. WMU enrollment 
dropped by 43,427 or 3.9 per­
cent to a new total of 
1,061,279 while Sunday 
School enrollment declined by 
55,698 or 0.7 percent to a new 
total of 8,207,860.

Significant changes in col­
lection processes for Disciple­
ship Training and Brother­
hood enrollment/participation 
make the 1995 totals statisti­
cally noncomparable with 
1994, according to Tharp.

The Discipleship Training 
enrollment/participation total 
was 2,171,993. Changes in re­
porting for 1995 were imple­
mented to get more accurate 
totals, he said. The 1994 total 
was 2,223,955.

In Brotherhood enroll­
ment/participation, the 1995 
total was 749,310. For the 
first time, both men and 
women who participated in 
certain mission projects or 
mission action groups were in­
cluded in the total. Also, en­
rollment in EZRA was includ­
ed for the first time. EZRA is 
a coeducational approach to 
missions activities for chil­
dren. And World Changers 

him the previously reserved rooms in the 
SBC housing block have been turned back 
into the housing bureau. The rooms in­
clude some reserved by individuals and 
some by groups whose plans have changed 
or their numbers are less than originally 
thought.

“This translates to some room avail­
ability at hotels previously requested but 
which were not available at the time of 
the request,” Wilkerson said.

“Also, if convention-goers have already 
reserved rooms but desire to move to an­
other hotel, they should call the New Or­
leans Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Housing number, (800) 345-1187, before 
May 8.

In addition, Union University’s of­
fice of alumni affairs also has rooms 
available at two New Orleans hotels. Call 
the office of alumni affairs at (901) 661- 
5209 for information. □

Beaver Dam Church pastor dies

was a separate item for the 
first time. These were major 
factors in the total represent­
ing a 15.9 percent increase.

Sunday morning worship 
attendance totaled 4,562,639 
for 1995, an increase of 
131,180 or 3 percent over the 
1994 total of 4,431,459.

Tharp emphasized this fig­
ure represents the attendance 
in churches on the last Sun­
day of the associational year 
and is not necessarily an aver­
age for the year.

In financial areas, total 
tithes, offerings, and special 
gifts for the year were 
$5,635,014,266, an increase of 
$62,562,438 or 1.1 percent 
over 1994. Total receipts were 
$6,069,724,030, a decrease of 
$10,708,294 or 0.2 percent. 
Total mission expenditures 
registered a gain of 5.3 per­
cent or $43,138,681 to a 1995 
total of $858,779,214.

While annual statistics 
have traditionally been report­
ed in February, Tharp said de­
lays in distribution of the 
1995 Annual Church Profile 
software and continuing ad­
justments to process changes 
at associational, state, and 
SBC levels resulted in a later 
release.

“In most cases, the primary 
responsibility for checking and 
verifying church statistics is 
now done by associations and 
state conventions because 
they are more knowledgeable 
about individual churches in 
their areas,” Tharp said. □

For Baptist and Reflector

KNOXVILLE — Terry Tay­
lor, pastor of Beaver Dam 
Church, Knoxville, since 1986, 
took his own life April 10.

Taylor had been out of the 
pulpit since January due to an 
illness, said Walter Taylor, di­
rector of missions for Knox 
County Association.

The Beaver Dam pastor had 
been suffering from clinical de­
pression for the past three 
years, according to Minister of 
Music Mike Bundin. The 
church was hopeful that their 
pastor would be able to return 
to the pulpit by mid-summer, 
Bundin added.

Walter Taylor described the 
Beaver Dam pastor as one who 
was very involved in evange­

HMB leaders cite 
reasons for 
baptism increase 
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. - 
The 4.1 percent increase in 
1995 baptisms is no sur­
prise to evangelism leaders, 
who credit an emphasis on 
personal witnessing and 
spiritual awakening.

Tennessee Baptist 
churches reported 25,139 
baptisms in 1995, an in­
crease of 5.3 percent 
over the previous year.

Southern Baptists set a 
record in 1972 with 445,725 
baptisms. Since then, the 
number has gone up and 
down, reaching as low as 
336,050 in 1978. In the 
1994 church year, Southern 
Baptist churches reported 
378,463 baptisms.

Last year Southern Bap­
tists participated in their 
first simultaneous witness­
ing effort known as “Here’s 
Hope. Share Jesus Now.”

The campaign called at­
tention to every Christian’s 
responsibility to share Je­
sus, said Darrell Robinson, 
Home Mission Board vice 
president for evangelism.

“God is at work all the 
time, but when we have an 
intentional emphasis (on 
evangelism), we reach more 
people. I commend local 
churches for getting back to 
the basics.” □ 

lism and his work as a pastor. 
“He was a soul-winner. His 
first love and passion was win­
ning people to Christ,” Taylor 
said.

The church is coping, 
Bundin said.

“We’re dealing with a wide 
range of emotions, yet we find 
strength day to day from the 
Lord to move into further min­
istry, realizing that our faith 
is stronger than any illness,” 
he added.

Terry Taylor is survived by 
his wife, Mary, and two grown 
children, who live in Georgia.

Don Garner, professor of 
Old Testament and head of the 
religion department at Car­
son-Newman College in Jeffer­
son City, is serving as interim 
pastor at the church. □
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Kentucky Baptist hospitals 

break state convention ties
Tennessean among missionaries 
in evacuation from Liberia

By Mark Wingfield 
For Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — 
Trustees of Kentucky’s Baptist 
Healthcare System unani­
mously voted March 19 to 
break formal ties with the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
and name their own successors 
to the agency’s board.

Currently, the KBC elects 
three-fourths of Baptist Health 
Care System’s 24-member 
board of directors as part of a 
covenant agreement ratified 
between the two entities in 
1986.

That covenant agreement 
has allowed the president of 
Baptist Healthcare System to 
recommend individuals for the 
trustee board to the KBC com­
mittee on nominations. Beyond 
controlling three-fourths of the 
board appointments, the KBC 
has retained no significant 
ability to direct the affairs of 
the hospital system.

Baptist Healthcare System 
is one of the largest nonprofit 
hospital systems in Kentucky

with facilities in Louisville, Pa­
ducah, Lexington, Corbin, and 
LaGrange. The system em­
ploys 6,800 people and include 
1,546 licensed beds in its five 
hospitals.

In the current budget year, 
the KBC contributes only 
$5,000 to Baptist Healthcare 
System.

While the March 19 vote 
was to dissolve the entire 
covenant agreement, “the only 
change which the board sought 
was the right to elect its own 
members,” President Tommy 
Smith wrote in a March 20 let­
ter to KBC Executive Secre­
tary Bill Marshall.

Smith wrote the move was 
not made to abandon Baptist 
roots but to equip the system 
“to deal with the rapid changes 
taking place in health care and 
to protect its work from being 
undermined by the kinds of 
struggles taking place in other 
Baptist institutions.”

Smith elaborated in an 
April 4 interview. “The board 
basically wanted to be in con­
trol of its own destiny.” □

By Marty Croll 
for Baptist Press

MONROVIA, Liberia — Eight of 10 South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board missionar­
ies who had been holed up in a compound on 
the outskirts of Monrovia joined a high-speed 
U.S. Embassy convoy to a secured airfield 
April 11.

They spent the night safely at the airfield, 
planning to evacuate by U.S. military heli­
copter. Their evacuation was to route them 
through Freetown, Sierra Leone, a 90-minute 
flight, and then to Dakar, Senegal. Mission of­
ficials have reserved tickets for them from 
Dakar to Lome, Togo, where they will stay in a 
Baptist conference center.

Missionaries loaded their own cars with 
luggage, food, and water, then followed em­
bassy security officials along the bypass, dodg­
ing sniper fire, “sometimes going 90 miles per 
hour,” a U.S. Embassy official said.

Edward and Fran Laughridge of Rock Hill, 
S.C., chose to stay at the compound. The oth­
ers agreed Laughridge would handle the mis­
sion’s administrative affairs in their absence.

In a phone call to Abidjan, mission adminis­
trator Bradley Brown of Marietta, Ga., and his 
wife, Carolyn, of East Point, Ga., were “more 
than read}’ to go.” The Browns are longtime 

missionaries to Liberia and have stayed 
through some of the most frightening times 
there.

Activity by splinter militia groups has 
grown more intense in the streets around the 
missionaries’ concrete-walled compound. News 
reports monitored in Abidjan April 11 said 
food, water, and medicine were growing 
scarce, and killing, raping, and looting are 
rampant in Monrovia. After relative calm be­
tween opposing factions April 10, chaos has 
evolved into dangerous anarchy.

FMB policy leaves the decision whether to 
go or stay to the discretion of each missionary. 
Often FMB missionaries are among the last to 
leave besieged areas because of ties with 
friends who live there and the openness to Je­
sus Christ they sense among people in the 
midst of uncertainty and conflict.

The six-year civil war in Liberia has forced 
missionaries to move into the capital city, 
more stable in recent years than outlying areas.

Besides the Browns, those deciding to leave 
were: Rachel DuBard of Carrollton, Miss.; Fe­
lix Jr. and Dene Greer, both of Jackson, Miss.; 
John T. McPherson of Knoxville; and 
James and Jane Park of Paducah, Ky.

Southern Baptists are asked to be in 
“earnest prayer” for the missionaries and the 
people of Liberia. □

Promise Keepers, Brotherhood urge local church ministries
By Tim Palmer
For Baptist Press

ST. LOUIS — If any 
Promise Keepers participants 
this year hail from Southern 
Baptist churches without orga­
nized men’s ministries, it won’t 
be for lack of Brotherhood 
Commission resources to start 
them.

And it won’t be because 
Promise Keepers isn’t encour­
aging them to do just that.

These two facts came 
through loud and clear at the 
Midwest Regional Legacy 
Builders Rally sponsored by 
the SBC Brotherhood Commis­
sion March 29-30 at First 
Church, Ferguson, in St. 
Louis. Approximately 200 men 

gathered for a weekend pro­
gram that combined inspira­
tional messages, information 
sharing, and music.

Glenn Wagner, vice presi­
dent of the Denver-based 
movement, said the 22 
Promise Keepers rallies this 
year — which will draw an es­
timated 800,000 men to stadi­
ums, coliseums, domes, and 
two motor speedways across 
the country — are simply a 
tool. The “critical event,” he ex­
plained, is “one man making 
and keeping his promises in 
and through the context of the 
local church.”

Wagner used terms such as 
“catalyzing agent,” “jump 
start,” and “igniter” to describe 
Promise Keepers’ role in men’s 

spiritual lives. Though many 
find the rallies a “mountaintop 
experience,” God never had 
anyone live on a mountaintop 
permanently, Wagner said. 
“You can build a strategy off of 
that, but it’s not the whole 
thing.”

Wagner, who was a pastor 
for 20 years, offered sugges­
tions for starting men’s min­
istries in the local church, be­
ginning with a profile of the 
men’s interests, needs, and de­
sires. This can be done through 
focus groups or similar means, 
Wagner said.

With a core group of men 
with a vision for reaching the 
community, Wagner advised, 
have them spend three or four 
months doing nothing but 

praying for the men in the 
church.

Next, develop a mission 
statement, Wagner said, com­
menting that the chief com­
plaint he hears about men’s 
ministries in churches is: “I 
don’t know where we’re going.” 
Men are target-driven, he said.

Keep the men focused on re­
lationships, not programs, 
Wagner suggested. The mark 
of success is not the number in 
attendance, but whether men 
deepen in their relationship 
with other men and with Jesus 
Christ.

It is not chauvinistic to have 
men-only activities, Wagner 
stated, observing women in 
churches have been meeting 
that way for years.

He also noted a men’s group 
should have the pastor’s sup­
port, but should not be pastor- 
led. Pour Ephesians 4 into the 
men, he advised the pastors 
present, then release them to 
do their work.

Jim Burton, men’s min­
istries director for the Brother­
hood Commission, outlined the 
options and materials avail­
able to men’s groups through 
the agency. The list includes 
four traditional ministries — 
team builders, prayer teams, 
mission action teams, and 
evangelism teams. Three new­
er areas — career support 
teams, recovery ministry 
teams, and encouragement 
teams — complete the selec­
tion. □

President vetoes 
abortion legislation
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Presi­
dent Bill Clinton vetoed the 
Partial-birth Abortion Ban Act 
which would prohibit a grue­
some, late-term abortion pro­
cedure.

He vetoed the bill April 10 
even though it received over­
whelming support in the 
House of Representatives, in­
cluding the support of 72 De­
mocrats. While the House may 
be able to achieve a two-thirds 
majority in an over-ride at­
tempt, such an effort appears 
doomed in the Senate, where 
it passed by only 10 votes. □

One year later, Oklahomans cope, grieve
Baptist Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — For 
168 people who died in the Al­
fred P. Murrah Federal Build­
ing blast April 19, 1995, life is 
no more. But for the victims 
who survived and the hundreds 
of family members and friends 
of those who died, life now is 
seen differently.

Tm not the same person be­
cause I’m not in the same set­
ting anymore,” said A.C. Cooper 
whose wife, Dana, child care di­
rector at the building, and son, 
Christopher, 2, were killed in 
the bombing. “I don’t have a 
normality I once had, and I still 
don’t have meaning to my life.”

“I not only lost my husband, 
I lost my whole family,” said 
Janet Walker, whose husband, 
David, was killed. “People think 
you should go on with your life, 
but it’s not that easy.”

“After a year of reflection, 
I’ve learned what is important 
in life,” reflected Ruth Heald 
Schwab, who survived the blast 
but had numerous injuries, in­
cluding the loss of sight in one 
eye. “A career or keeping a 
house clean aren’t important. 
What’s important is family, and 
showing them love.”

“The holidays were very diffi­
cult,” confessed Robbie Maron­
ey, whose husband, Mickey, 
died in the building. “His birth­

day was in October, then 
Thanksgiving, and my birthday 
in November, and Christmas in 
December. We were very fami­
ly-oriented. Those are family 
times, and it was very hard.”

“I’ve definitely learned to live 
for the moment a little bit 
more,” said Carrie Brown, Dana 
Cooper’s sister. “Not so much 
disregarding consequences, but 
realizing this is the only chance 
God gives us, and if we don’t do 
his work the first time around, 
we’re not going to have a chance 
to do it.”

“Psychologists have told us 
that domestic strife and di­
vorces of survivors, victims, 
emergency workers, and fami­

lies involved will increase,” said 
Joe Williams, chaplaincy direc­
tor for the Baptist General Con­
vention of Oklahoma, who spent 
the days folloxring the bombing 
at the site.

Many survivors will never 
work again, Williams said, and 
they will be in counseling or 
therapy for years — depending 
on their ages, perhaps for the 
rest of their lives. More victims, 
survivors, and emergency work­
ers will become unemployable 
within a year, he said, adding 
some emergency workers have 
taken early retirement and 
some have not worked since 
leaving the bomb site almost a 
year ago. □
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Missionary struggles with leaving Liberia
By Marty Croll
For Baptist Press

DAKAR, Senegal — As the shoreline 
of Liberia faded into the distance un­
derneath a smoky haze, Bradley 
Brown’s insides wrenched with grief.

Brown, a Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board missionary from Mariet­
ta, Ga., knew the helicopter airlifting 
him to safety April 12 was swiftly 
putting distance between him and the 
place he called home for more than 
three decades.

How he left crushed him the most. 
“We left so many dear people almost in 
a state of shock. They were in bewilder­
ment as they tried to help us get ready 
to go. It was just almost more than I 
could take,” Brown said after evacuat­
ing to Dakar, Senegal, with his wife 
and six other missionaries.

“You can’t be in a place for 33 years 
and leave it like that, and just say to 
yourself, ‘Well, that’s the way it is.’ You 
can’t expect it that way.”

Missionaries leaving with the 
Browns were Rachel DuBard of Car­
rollton, Miss.; Felix and Dene Greer, 
both of Jackson, Miss.; John T. 
McPherson of Knoxville, Tenn.; and 
James and Jane Park, both of Paducah, 
Ky. Edward and Fran Laughridge, of 

Rock Hill, S.C., decided to pass up that 
airlift, but they too were forced to evac­
uate shortly afterward. They arrived in 
Dakar April 13.

Mission board policy leaves the deci­
sion of whether to go or stay to the dis­
cretion of each missionary. Often For­
eign Mission Board missionaries are 
among the last to leave besieged areas 
because of ties with friends who live 
there and the openness to Jesus Christ 
they sense among people in the midst 
of uncertainty and conflict.

Relief at barely escaping death 
didn’t figure in Brown’s memories as he 
recalled the ordeal he and his col­
leagues lived through after civil war vi­
olence began in the wee hours of April 
6 and degenerated into bloody anarchy.

Relief, no. Sadness, yes. Sadness for 
the place where he and his wife, Car­
olyn, of East Point, Ga., reared their 
four children. Sadness for the Liberian 
friends they left behind.

In Senegal, the missionary evacuees 
— veterans of Liberia — told of a coun­
try they had never known before, not 
even in other days of the six-year civil 
war. Still fresh were images of death 
witnessed through bullet-proof win­
dows in a U.S. Embassy vehicle speed­
ing along the streets of Monrovia.

The group had planned to leave in a 

convoy. But just moments before their 
embassy escort was to arrive, they were 
told by two-way radio to abandon their 
cars. Carrying a piece of luggage each, 
they piled in with an embassy security 
officer and sped away —just as armed 
troops broke into their compound. “The 
very time we were rushing out our back 
gate, fighters were coming in the front 
to get our vehicles,” Brown said.

A high-speed drive carried the mis­
sionaries around the city, past people 
taking potshots at each other while 
hanging off or standing atop vehicles 
commandeered from peacekeeping 
troops. It also took them within sight of 
what had been a serene area, where 
United Nations buildings were now bil­
lowing out columns of smoke.

“This had to be one of the saddest 
days of my life,” Brown said. “The 
whole city is being destroyed. The fight­
ers are on a high. The saddest thing is 
the anarchy that reigns now — and the 
suffering of the people.”

Years of civil war had forced South­
ern Baptist missionaries to move into 
housing on a compound on the out­
skirts of the capital city, more stable 
than outlying areas because of west 
African peacekeeping troops under 
United Nations command. Missionaries 
have worked to meet human needs by 

participating in hunger relief and have 
fought to keep a seminary going. Until 
recent weeks, the seminary had been 
meeting in a rented building, after suc­
cessive groups of peacekeepers com­
mandeered the Baptist seminary com­
pound.

The security officer who rescued the 
missionaries negotiated their evacuation 
with a general of the faction who con­
trolled the surrounding territory, Brown 
said. Brown had felt protection from this 
faction and from the U.S. military and 
embassy since shelling first began.

Through it all, he knew it was God, 
ultimately, who was protecting him 
and the others. “We had the Lord and 
his angels,” Brown said.

In Dakar, missionaries will be meet­
ing for the next several days with lead­
ers of the Foreign Mission Board’s west 
Africa area office. They are trying to 
determine together what the future 
holds for their ministry.

Brown remembered his mother ask­
ing him a couple of years before she 
died in 1978, “ ‘Son, don’t you think 
your work in Liberia is finished now?’ 
1 had to say to her then, ‘No, Momma, 
the Lord hasn’t told me that.’ But 
there’s a strange feeling it is now. I’m 
afraid this was our farewell to Li­
beria.” □

Convention restructuring panel to hear state executives
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE —Nine state 
Baptist convention leaders 
have been asked to meet May 2 
with a Southern Baptist Con­
vention task force as an “infor­
mation resource” for the de­
nomination’s restructuring.

Robert Reccord, chairman of 
the Implementation Task Force 
guiding the restructuring 
process of the SBC, said the 
groups will meet in Dallas. The 

state executives’ group is chaired 
by William M. Pinson Jr., execu­
tive director of the Baptist Gen­
eral Convention of Texas.

One of the purposes for the 
meeting, according to ITF offi­
cials, is for the state executives 
to advise the ITF as its work 
relates to state conventions. 
The ITF is a 10-member task 
force appointed by the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee to guide the 
restructuring process approved 
by the SBC last year. Among 

other things, the restructuring 
will reduce the number of SBC 
agencies from 19 to 12.

The other eight state execu­
tives appointed by Pinson are 
Fermin Whittaker, California; 
William Causey, Mississippi; 
Carlisle Driggers, South Car­
olina; Wyndell Jones, Iowa; R. 
Rex “Peck” Lindsay, Kansas- 
Nebraska; Ken Lyle, New Eng­
land; John Sullivan, Florida; 
and William Tinsley, Minneso­
ta-Wisconsin.

In a February meeting with 
Baptist state executive direc­
tors, Reccord asked that they 
become a “resource pool” as the 
SBC transitions into the “Cov­
enant for a New Century” re­
structuring aimed at strength­
ening the SBC’s service to 
churches toward fulfilling the 
Great Commission during the 
coming century.

Reccord said he told the 
state leaders the ITF needs 
their insight into how the re­

structuring impacts issues on a 
state level.

“They will help us see these 
issues more clearly from a 
state convention perspective,” 
said Reccord, pastor of First 
Church, Norfolk, Va., and a 
member of the SBC Executive 
Committee.

Reccord noted one of the key 
concerns in state conventions 
is “how cooperative agree­
ments between the HMB and 
the states will be affected.” □

AFTER 
2,000 YEARS, 

PEOPLE 
AROUND 

THE WORLD 
STILL NEED 

JESUS.

Southern Baptists observe CP Day on April 21
HOW THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM WORKS

he Cooperative Program 
JL is the financial plan of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
It was begun in 1925. Through 
it, churches of the Convention 
support the work of their state 
conventions and the SBC.

INDIVIDUAL GIFTS

Share Christ’s Love 
Through The Cooperative 

Program

When a Southern Baptist church gives money through the 
Cooperative Program, it is combined with money from other 
churches. These funds support mission ministries in state con­
ventions, in the nation, and finally throughout the far reaches of 
the world. In other words, through the Cooperative Program, one 
church is linked with 39,000 other churches of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to form a powerful team to carry out the mis­
sion Christ gave to His church.

The Cooperative Program begins with you and your church, 
and provides support for missions in your state, for 5,000 mis­
sionaries in the USA, and for over 4,000 missionaries residing in 
more than 130 countries and ministering in over 150 countries 
around the world.

literature

local missions 
staff support 
building needs 
outreach

evangelism 
student work 
leadership training 
state missions 
stewardship

foreign missions 
home missions 
theological education 
radio and television 
other ministries

4 Baptist and Reflector ■ April 17, 1996



editorial an comment
Coming to grips with immobilizing stress

Coping with stress, depression, prob­
lems, can occupy an inordinate amount of 
time — if you don’t have the most perti­
nent information or if you fail to act on 
that information.

Stress can do more than complicate a 
person’s life — spinoffs from that stress 
can sometimes be life-threatening. It also 
can cause irrational behavior, high blood 
pressure, and resultant effects.

And in addition to these, 
stress and/or depression 
can render ineffective 
Christian witnesses.

Years ago, Welton Gad­
dy was speaking to a 
group on missions and 
ministries. The former 
Christian Life Commission 
staff member and pastor 
had some positive words of 

cheer which might help prevent or allevi­
ate complications caused by stress, de­
pression, frustration, and withdrawal.

Gaddy gave sound advice to troubled 
people “when life comes tumbling in and 
seems to be out of control.”

First step, said Gaddy, is to be honest 
about the situation. The problem can be 
dealt with most effectively when we look 
at it honestly.

Get plenty of rest, he said. We need to 
be at our best physically and that means 
getting the rest that will strengthen us as 
we cope.

Reach out to friends. Don’t withdraw 
into a shell. Reject the impulse to prove 
your strength by “holding it all in.” Un­
load and unwind with those friends who 
really want to reach out to you.

By Wm. 
Fletcher 
Allen, 
editor

w just 
for today 

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
Penny: “I’m glad I decided 

to follow your advice and ac­
cept Don’s proposal.” Winnie: 
“You’ve decided you and he 
can be happy together?” Pen­
ny: “Not really. It’s just that if 
our marriage doesn’t ‘make it,’ 
I can blame you.”
Take this truth

Taking responsibility for 
our own actions is a duty we 
dislike. Yet, this is the foun­
dation stone of all character 
development. When God made 
us in his image, he gave us, 
among other things, the pow­
er of choice. Goethe said, 
“Choose wisely, your choice is 
brief yet endless.”
Memorize this Scripture

“I have set before you life 
and death ... therefore choose 
life” (Deuteronomy 30:19).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me attempt to 
make God-honoring choices. 
Also, help me, once I have 
made the choice, to accept full 
responsibility for it. □

Resist cynicism. Fight the temptation 
to treat breakdown of trust with cynicism. 
Be courageous about this.

Keep a sense of humor. Humor and 
laughter build faith. When you sto,p 
laughing completely, you are really sick. 
With faith, we can cope with all that is in­
compatible with our situation.

Pray. Don’t pray because that is all 
there is left to do. Pray believing in re­
sults, answers. It does not make sense to 
refrain from prayer because God does not 
seem near. He would seem near if only we 
would pray.

Don’t repress or deny anger — channel 
it. Anger is a way of saying you really care

about what’s happening. Deal with it. De­
clare it and affirm hope.

Renew dreams. Disillusionment and 
disappointment bring despair, disorienta­
tion. But there is always the opportunity 
to start again.

Exercise faith. Faith is not a blind leap 
in the dark — it is our foundation. We can 
face the future because we know the God 
who owns the future. The future can be 
faced with knowledge from life’s lessons.

Following these guidelines does not 
mean stress nor its cause will go away 
quickly. It does mean that you have put 
into force some actions to enable you to 
keep moving, and to continue coping. □

Family life needs all available help
Those folk who grew up on the farm 

probably understand the old adage about 
barking up the wrong tree.

We stand by our January commitment 
to provide more help for families. Howev­
er, it is a mistake for anyone to think that 
a Baptist state paper can provide all the 
answers for stressed families. We will 
need to work together.

We do not think for a moment that the 
paper is barking up the wrong tree in de­
claring 1996 as a year to try to assist ef­
forts toward a saner, safer, closer, family 
lifestyle. No, we are not barking up the 
wrong tree. On the farm hounds some­
times get sidetracked from the main trail 
of pursuit, and pause to give chase to a 
false trail. That’s when the farmer, or 
hunter, says of the baying hounds, “They 
are barking up the wrong tree.”

We believe in the Biblical view of fami­
ly life. We believe in the lifestyle that Je­
sus Christ lived and authenticated.

We also believed he intends for families 
to be centered on love, caring, and endur­
ing relationships.

The resolution that was passed unan­
imously by Tennessee Baptists during last 
November’s annual meeting should be 
more than pretty words on paper.

The resolution speaks clearly for family 
life. Those who voted must remember that 
it called for actions on behalf of family life. 
The family must be nurtured, cared for, 
protected, honored.

A newspaper can only give the facts 
and urge. We do that. Tell us what you 
are doing for families in your church and 
community. Families need help. We ask at 
least 96 churches to join us in 1996. □

Empathy vital in parenting
We have been 

dealing with the 
subject of parent­
ing teenagers, us­
ing the acrostic of
PARENT, for presence, aware­
ness, responsibility, empathy, 
nurture, and toughness. Now 
we will discuss empathetic par­
enting skills.

Empathy is an important 
and needed skill for a parent 
with teenagers. Empathy is de­
fined as the ability to under­
stand and feel what another 
feels, to put yourself in another 
person’s shoes.

Empathy needs to be differ­
entiated from sympathy. Sym­
pathy can be a destructive 
emotion in the parenting 
process.

First, sympathy feels “for” 
the other while empathy feels 
“with” the person. The weak­
ness of sympathy is that one 
has the desire to take the re­
sponsibility for the way the 
other person feels, and there­
fore, for the actions the person 
may perform as a result of 
those feelings.

On the other hand, empathy 
feels what the other person 
feels while allowing the person 
to take responsibility for his 
own actions.

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

BARKLEY

Another weakness of sympa­
thy is that it tries to under­
stand the other person’s situa­
tion from his or her own point, 
while empathy tries to under­
stand from the other person’s 
view. Sympathy is often 
more self-centered than 
other-centered.

Many parents want 
to understand their 
children from the van­
tage point of their own 
youth rather than the 
situation of today.

Empathy accepts our 
teenagers as they are 
while sympathy may try to 
“fix” them. Sympathy can be a 
manipulative ploy to attempt 
to get our children to do what 
we want rather than allowing 
them to reach their potential.

Many parents, while sympa­
thizing with the teenager, at­
tempt to “guilt” him into the 
parents’ plan for a life vocation 
rather than letting the teenag­
er develop personal interests 
and talents.

Perhaps the greatest weak­
ness of sympathy as compared 

to empathy’s pen­
chant to be 
“sucked in” gullibly 
by the teenager. 
Empathy retains a 

healthy detachment from over­
involvement in the teenager’s 
plight.

While it is important to take 
the teenager’s perspective, the 
parent cannot afford to be 

blinded by gullibility 
into participation in the 
teenager’s faulty rea­
soning.

Hebrews reminds us 
that “we do not have a 
high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one 
who has been tempted 
in all things as we are, 

yet without sin. Let us there­
fore draw near with confidence 
to the throne of grace, .that we 
may receive mercy and may 
find grace to help in time of 
need” (4:15-16, NASB).

We parents must relate to 
our teenagers the same way 
that our Heavenly Father re­
lates to us. Even though the 
word sympathy is used, I be­
lieve that the principle of em­
pathy is involved. God does not 
feel “for” us, but “with” us, and 
offers us mercy and grace. □

w one 
word more 

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

ALLEN

Let third team play
I like tennis. I enjoy play­

ing the game, and also I en­
joy watching good players.

Recently the national 
team from the United States 
competed with the best team 
from the Czech Republic.

They were not playing in 
an insignificant tournament, 
something at a country club 
gala.

The players were compet­
ing for the op­
portunity to 
advance in 
Davis Cup 
competition.

Let me ex­
plain the 
Davis Cup.

Only the 
best teams 
are eligible to

take part in Davis Cup ac­
tion, and it is “nationalistic.” 

That is, the best of the 
best tennis nations are sup­
posed to compete throughout 
the year, advancing until 
only two teams are left in De­
cember.

In the first round, the best 
players of the United States 
were committed to play in 
other tournaments — where 
prize money was great.

The U.S. team lost to the 
Czechs.

But the difference was 
easy to explain. Though they 
played their best, the U.S. 
team was not made up of our 
best players.

I admire the team coach. 
He made no excuses. He said 
the team that represented us 
did their best.

He could have said also. 
“Let the third team play.”

That is the way it is some­
times in our churches. Those 
people best suited for certain 
places of service may refuse 
to serve. God doesn’t waste 
any time.

He says, in effect, “Let the 
third team play.”

I have always looked for­
ward to Davis Cup action all 
through the year. It is some 
of the best tennis played.

But this year, for the re­
maining months, the U.S. is 
out.

The coach let the third 
team play, and they played 
their best. The Czech team 
was better.

In life, in church, we some­
times let the third team play. 
It should always be because 
they are ready, and not be­
cause the first and second 
teams defaulted.

We should all play as if we 
are “first team.”
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a Tennessee features

1,139 Royal Ambassadors meet for annual RA Congress

CHARLES COUEY, center, director of ministry with the blind at Park Avenue Church, Nashville, and 
a consultant in blind ministry with the Tennessee Baptist Convention discusses his work with RAs, 
from left, Johnny Mack Stephens and Nicky Berrettoni of Southside Church, Dyersburg, and 
Christopher Atkins of Pleasant Grove Church, Maryville.

For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY — The 1,139 Royal Ambassadors from all 
across the state who attended the 42nd Tennessee Royal Ambas­
sador Congress April 4-6 at Carson-Newman College got a good 
dose of missions education mixedwith plenty of fun.

Boys were able to attend mission conferences and a mission fair 
where they could have personal contact with home, foreign, and 
state missionaries.

RAs also provided $2,853 for a missions offering which benefits 
three areas: the Stein mann/Black Memorial Fund which provides 
scholarships; associational Tennessee Royal Ambassador Camps; 
and reference books for the Baptist seminaries in Poland and 
Canada. Money was raised through a 5K Walk/Run for Missions, a 
missions carnival, and a special offering during the Friday evening 
worship service.

During the Congress new state officers for 1996-97 were elect­
ed: Jason Roy, First Church, Sweetwater, president; Jeff Alexan­
der, Big Spring Church, Cleveland, secretary; and Andrew Lind­
sey, Northport Church, Newport, missions activity leader.

John Smith, former TRAC staffer, was special guest for the Fri­
day evening service, and Tonya Stoutt-Brown, an RA leader from 
Blount County, was the Saturday morning worship leader. Anoth­
er former TRAC staffer, David Campbell, was music coordinator. □

SHOWING RAs that even firemen can be volunteers is Gene Williams, a 
member of Oak Grove Church, Mt. Carmel. Williams, a fireman with the 
city of Kingsport, has participated in two Home Mission Board, seven for­
eign mission board, and one state mission trip. With Williams from left 
are Todd Mills, Robert McDonald, Nathan Singleton, and Jonathan

Alexander of Big Spring Church, Cleve­
land, set up an RA racer. Cars raced 
against a clock to see which was the 
fastest.

Covington, helps Justin Swatzell, an RA from 
First Church, Greeneville, assemble toys that will 
be sent to Southern Baptist missionary Van Glad­
den in Mexico who will distribute the toys to poor 
children in the area he works.

Smeltzer, all of Central Church, Fountain City, Knoxville.

NOT ASHAMED to admit they didn't quite have the energy of the 
Royal Ambassadors they brought to the RA Congress at Carson- 
Newman College were, from left, Tim Luckey and Mark Stanley of 
Antioch Church, Humboldt, and Tom Massey of Alpha Church, 
Morristown

LOOKING AT RA items for sale at the Congress were, from left, Wesley Brewer, Matthew McFalls, 
Andy McFalls, and Josh Pierce, all of Cedar Grove Church, Kingston, The boys were among the 
1,139 who attended the state RA Congress held April 4-6 at Carson-Newman College in Jefferson 
City. — Photos by Lonnie Wilkey
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Tennessee features

1,528 Acteens gather for '96 Summit

CHECKING OUT A STATE MAP featuring prayer requests from 
missionaries are Acteens, from left, Lindsey James. Melissa Elkins, 
Natalie Huffman, Katie Maxwell, and Micah Blanchard, all from 
Brighton Church, Brighton.

By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — The 1996 
Acteens Summit drew 1,528 
young women in grades 7-12 
to study missions, celebrate 
their achievements during 
the past year, and commis­
sion those who will serve in 
missions in the coming year.

Meeting at Opryland Ho­
tel April 4-6, Acteens and 
their leaders attended con­
ferences, Summit sessions, 
and a Missions Journey, 
which included games and a 
competition. Twenty-nine Ac­
tivator teams of about 175 
Acteens and leaders were 
commissioned for service.

Participants heard nine 
missionaries including 
Melanie Vincent who worked 
in Argentina. Vincent and 
her husband, Gene, are now 
serving at First Church, 
Woodbury, where he is pas­
tor. Vincent told how a man 
named Santiago searched for 
a church which was teaching 
the Bible until he found a 
Baptist church. Santiago 
and many of the members of 

TRYING THE JELLY BEAN MATCH are Jessica Elkins, left. 
Ridgeview Church, Knoxville, and Patsy Hodges, First Church, 
Sevierville. They also became acquainted during the game — 
Photos by Connie Davis

his extended family became 
Christians and leaders in the 
church in Concepcion, said 
Vincent. They helped the 
church grow and because 
they were younger than other members, they began construction 
work to provide needed space. “The Lord has his perfect timing 
for everything,” she said.

Vincent asked Acteens to pray for the country because the econ­
omy has weakened, making it hard for anyone to make a living.

Nan Dickerson, who served last summer as an Acteen Activa­
tor, also spoke. The Acteen Activator program provides foreign 
and home missions experiences for Acteens.

Dickerson, a member of Second Church, Union City, worked 
at the Migrant Mission Center in Hope, Ark., for a week. The 
center is the only one of its kind in the United States, she said. 
The state provides lodging for 12 hours and Baptists offer gifts, 
refreshments, literature, and worship services. The offerings 
give migrants relief from their long travels between Texas and 
Michigan.

The experience enabled her to report on migrants and her

◄ SINGING A SONG in Spanish she learned 
while working with migrants as an Acteen Ac­
tivator is Nan Dickerson. Second Church. 
Union City, who led a conference.

TESTING THEIR MISSIONS IQ are, from left. Glenda Baker, 
leader from New Middleton Church, Gordonsville; Summer Boyd. 
Gladeville Church, Gladeville; and Amanda Johnson. Gladeville 
Church.

Christian faith during a class at her school, said Dickerson. □

PERFORMING A SONG IN SIGN LANGUAGE is the drama group Face to Face 
of Birmingham, Ala. They include, from left, Karen Anderson, Kim-Lyn Tan, and 
Marty Gordon.

RELA YING PUZZLE PIECES to their team members trying to complete puzzles are. 
from left. April Johnson, Royce Church. Oak Ridge; Summer Boyd. Gladeville 
Church. Gladeville; and Brandi O'Neal. Gladeville Church.
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Glisson house 
burns in Memphis
For Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — The home 
of Tennessee Baptist evan­
gelist Phil Glisson and his 
family was burned April 5.

The Glissons were away 
at the time. The home is a 
total loss and the Glissons 
have tentative plans to re­
build.

Glisson had to leave the 
next day for a revival at 
First Church, Anderson­
ville, April 7-10.

They are temporarily 
staying at the missionary 
home of Eudora Church, 
Memphis.

The evangelist may be 
reached at (901) 682-0010. □

Tennessee recreators 
plan spring retreat 
For Baptist and Reflector

CROSSVILLE — The Ten­
nessee Baptist Recreators Asso­
ciation will hold a Spring Fit­
ness Retreat for the body, mind, 
and soul April 22-24 at Fairfield 
Glade Resort near Crossville.

Special guests include Dick 
Covey, Baylor University profes­
sor; Ray Conner, retired BSSB 
church recreation director; 
Roger Freeman, pastor, First 
Church, Clarksville; and John 
Gamer, BSSB consultant.

For more information, con­
tact Chuck O’Conner at (901) 
754-1723. □

Classified
POSITION VACANCY: Southside 
Church, Martin, is seeking a part- 
time Minister of Youth. Please 
send resume and the names and 
addresses of three references to 
Frank Vincent, Search Committee 
Chair, Southside Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 121, Martin. TN 38237.

BAPTISTRIESX
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 374’5

Minister Sought
Energized 1,600-member CBF church 
seeks creative, innovative Minister of 
Christian Education and Missions to 
expand education ministries, assimi­
late new members, broaden hands-on 
missions projects, and equip laity. 
Send resumes by April 30 to Person­
nel Committee, Winter Park Baptist 
Church. 4700 Wrightsville Avenue, 
Wilmington. N.C 28403

/ADD-A-PAD CUSHION'X
. Seat Only
. Seat & Back
A very economical 
solution to hard pews 
Separate seat and 
back are permanently 
attached. Com- _  
fortable poly ( 
foam cushion in L 
beautiful Scotch > 
Guard Nylon.

P.O. Box 399 
Trezevant TN 38258, 
1-8OO-651-8161

\ 901-669-3364

Can be 
installed 
without 
interruption

Central Church Furnishings

Adrie! Church, Bean Station, celebrates cenntennial
For Baptist and Reflector

BEAN STATION — The 
congregation of Adriel Mission­
ary Church here appreciates 
history. Until 1967 it met in a 
building that was not only its

original building, but that was 
dismantled, moved, and rebuilt 
to make way for Cherokee 
Lake in 1941. The members 
wanted to preserve its original 
decor, records report, which 
had been built by two brothers,

HOLDING A PLAQUE from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society 
which was presented by David Tydings, left, director of missions, 
Grainger County Association, is Howell Kirkham, chairman of deacons 
who has been a member more than 50 years. Billy C. Carroll, pastor, 
looks on. — Photo by Alan Medders of Carson-Newman College

Thomas Daniel Crosby and 
Lemuel Powell Crosby.

Fire destroyed the building 
in 1967. Undaunted, the mem­
bers gathered in a school. They 
held some Wednesday services 
in homes, but didn’t miss a ser­
vice until a new building was 
completed.

Other stages of its history 
include a church campus reno­
vation, which was completed in 
1991, and the addition of a 
pavillion in 1989. A new fel­
lowship hall is nearly complet­
ed.

The church’s name also holds 
importance for members. 
Records reveal it was chosen be­
cause Adri is Hebrew for flock

and El is Hebrew for God.
On March 31 about 400 

gathered for the centennial ac­
tivities led by Billy C. Carroll, 
pastor for 18 years. Charles 
Oliver, pastor, Milan Church, 
Maynardville, spoke during 
the morning service.

Thirty-three people who had 
been members for more than 
50 years were recognized, 
along with two former pastors 
and four widows of former pas­
tors. John and Betty Collins 
and Howard and Dorothy Hile­
man, former pastors and their 
wives, were thanked. The Hile­
mans were present.

A luncheon was held in the 
new fellowship hall. □

Call toll-free anytime ... 1-800-473-6688
We're built on a strong foundation of over 3800 churches.

/iffifch Interiors of Nashville
MM New PEWS REFINISHING UPHOLSTERING 

Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations

Free! Estimates 
and Interior 

Design 
Consultation

{(ddyparents were odcokodi^., , d/otoraddy, / 

hecome a troddemoder decoMe /was trodded

mysed^. fo/kan/first wemt to the home

/”TBCH], / was even more resent fid. I tided 

my hooseporents bat /didyttide kadny sorer- 

one tedtihy me what to do. /ran away many

times bat they deptyio-iny me another dance, 

They didn't<yioe ay/ Tdowdy, piece by piece,

tkinysbeyonto

—Former Resident

WOrdoot?

Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s Homes 
Dr. Gerald L. Stow, 
Pres/Treas.
5001 Maryland Way 
Brentwood, TN 37027 
1-800-624-8591

Help us "Mend 
Broken Hearts" 
by giving to the 
Mother's Day 
Offering, 
May 12
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TenneScene k the people^ their work
■ the churches

■ Wildersville Church, 
Wildersville, will host The 
Laborours, a singing group, 
April 20. The church also will 
hold a revival April 21-26. Skip 
Youngcourt from New John­
sonville, will speak.

■ First Church, Mem­
phis, is serving as a day center 
for homeless families through 

* the city's Interfaith Hospitality 
Network. Second Church and 
Brinkley Heights Church also 
plan be become involved in the 
ministry.

■ Tri-Cities Church, 
Gray, held its first service in 
its new facility April 14 and 
will dedicate it April 28. The 
church was organized in 1990 
and has been meeting at Sulli­
van South High School. The 
church will hold a Dedication 
Evangelism Conference April 
21-25. Gray Allison, president, 
Mid-America Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary, Memphis; Adri­
an Rogers, pastor, Bellevue 
Church, Cordova; and Bill 
Stafford will speak.

■ Shiloh Church, De­
catur, will hold a youth re­
vival May 5-9. DeWayne 
Howard, pastor, Short Creek

THE FAMILY OF RON SORAH pose during the recognition of his 
25th anniversary of service as pastor at First Church, Calhoun, 
March 3. From left are Jeanne McDowell, Judith Flowers, Margaret 
and Ron Sorah, Jonathan Sorah, and Joseph Sorah. Recognition 
activities included a luncheon at the Calhoun Elementary School.

THE BAPTIST STUDENT UNION center at Lincoln Memorial Uni­
versity, Harrogate, boasts a new roof thanks to the singles of First 
Church, Maryville. The project cost more than $1,000 and involved 
about 25 singles. The work was led by Sue Wood, missions leader 
last year; Van Colby, project leader; and Marcia A. Brown, singles 
director.

Church, Athens, will speak.

■ Greenvale Church, 
Church Hill, will hold its 
50th Anniversary Jubliee May 
5-7. William Boyd Bingham III 
will speak. The Perrys, a music 
group, will perform in the eve­
ning service.

■ Short Creek Church, 
Athens, will hold a youth rally 
on May 10. Mike Williams, 
new pastor of Lamontville 
Church, Calhoun, will speak 
and the Singing Tennesseans 
from Cleveland, will perform.

■ Triune Church, Tri­
une, broke ground April 7 for a 
new sanctuary. The congrega­
tion has been meeting in a 
home converted for use for 
three years.

■ Calvary Church, 
Lenoir City, will hold Magnif­
icent May Days each Monday 
evening. The following will 
lead: May 6 — Jerry Vines, 
pastor, First Church, Jack­
sonville, Fla.; May 13 — 
“Buster” Soaries Jr., of First 
Church, Lincoln Garden, Som­

■ McMinn-Meigs Associ­
ation held a World Missions

LEADERS OF MOUNT LEBANON CHURCH, Maryville, break 
ground March 17 to expand its education and recreation facilities. 
Leaders include, from left, Wally Vemell, consultant; John Nietham­
mer; Raymond Burnett, pastor; Jimmy White; Ray Luck, former pas­
tor who is director of missions, Loudon County Association; and 
Michael Brady, an architect.

MISSION FRIENDS of First Church, Waverly, pose during ‘Cowboy 
Night' March 27. They learned about Del Bowman, a missionary in 
Texas. Mission Friends and leaders include, from left, front row, 
Justin Painter, Jessica Glascock, Cody Saffel; middle row, Linda 
Poyner, Jessica Painter, Lauren Higgins, Abigail Taylor, Janie Bet­
ty; back row, Mitchel Malkowski, Michael Capps, Kathleen Camp­
bell, Sydney Saffel, and Brooklyn Glascock.

erset, N.J.; May 20 — Phil 
Hoskins, pastor, Higher 
Ground Church, Kingsport; 
and May 27 — music by The 
Supemals and Crimson River.

■ the associations

Conference March 17-20. 
Forty-five churches participat­
ed.

■ The Military Oasis at the 
naval base in Millington, 
which is sponsored by Shelby 
Association, will host Cap­
tian James A. “Tony” Mallory, 
first commanding officer of the 
base, May 17 at 7:30 p.m. The 
occasion is the eve of Armed 
Forces Day. It is the first time 
the oasis has hosted the com­
manding officers of the base.

■ the leaders

■ Dave Cochran has been 
called as interim pastor of 
Bethel Church, Henderson, ef­
fective April 7.

■ Lamontville Church, Cal­
houn, has called Mike Wil­
liams as pastor.

■ Sullivan Church, Kings­
port, has called Jeff Strong, 
interim pastor, as pastor, effec­
tive March 31. He was an elec­
trical engineer before serving 
the church.

Tennessee Sampler a views, insights
The power of friendship

By Greg Spears, associate pastor 
Speedway Terrace Church, Memphis

“This is my commandment, that you 
love one another, just as I have loved 
you. Greater love has no one than this, 
that one lay down his life for his 
friends. You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. No longer do I 
call you slaves, for the slave does not 
know what his master is doing; but I 

. have called you friends, for all things 
that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you” John 15:12- 
15.

Friendship is a most powerful influ­
ence in our lives. Jesus said that if we 
do what he commands — that we are 

his friends — Wow! So what if we fail 
to do what he commands — what does 
that make us? If friendship is so power­
ful what is it like to have no friends — 
or to have your friends turn away from 
you? King David in his time of need 
said, “I looked on my right hand, and 
beheld, but there was no man that 
would know me: refuge failed me; no 
man cared for my soul” Psalms 142:4.

We are surrounded with tremendous 
opportunities each day to practice our 
Christianity — to do what Jesus com­
manded us to do. We must become 
more sensitive to the needs of our 
friends. We must care for and love 
those God has allowed to be in our little 
worlds. If we fail in this fundamental 
task — then we fail to live up to the 
commands of our Lord and we nullify 

our claim to know him.
I exhort and encourage all of you to 

consider the blessings God has placed 
in your life — financial, material, your 
home, your talents, your car, etc. How 
does Christ fit into the use of these? 
Are these blessings becoming barriers 
to others or are they blessings to your 
friends? Whose soul have you cared for 
this past week? □

When right seems wrong

By Allen Raines, pastor
Everett Hills Church, Maryville

When the crowd is running in the 
wrong direction, it’s hard to be the only 
one to run the right way. Recently in a 
NCAA cross country race, most of the 

participants took a wrong turn. One 
runner waved to the other .127 runners 
to change and follow him, but only four 
did.

The path that non-Christians choose 
may seem right to them, however, it 
leads to eternal loss. Keep o:i keeping 
on the right path — no matter how 
many others are going the other way. □

Articles included in “Tennessee Samp­
ler — views, insights” are written by Ten­
nessee Baptist church and associational 
leaders. The articles are chosen for publi­
cation from newsletters of churches and 
associations. The Baptist and Reflector 
does not necessarily concur with the 
views expressed.
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Beware of kids dabbling in occult, Kentucky educator warns
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
For Baptist Press

STANFORD, Ky. — Interest 
in the occult is one of the 
fastest-growing phenomena in 
the United States, and 
teenagers especially are vul­
nerable, according to an acade­
mician who has done extensive 
study of the occult.

But teens don’t understand 
that when they dabble they are 
“playing with Satan,” said 
Charles Rice, dean at Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College.

Rice led a workshop on the 
occult during Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention-sponsored con­
ferences on cults in early 
March. Stanford Church and 
the Clear Creek college hosted 
the meetings.

The “occult” is an umbrella 
term which includes divina­
tion, astrology, palmistry, crys- 
tai gazing, Ouija board and

20’ to 33’ Buses By CHamPlOH 
MOTOR COACH INC.

Church Buses

Tarot cards, magic (not sleight- 
of-hand tricks), witchcraft, 
communicating with the dead, 
and Satanism.

Rice said curiosity and peer 
pressure may entice youth to 
be drawn into the “soft stuff,” 
such as books, the Ouija board, 
Dungeons and Dragons games, 
and music and videos which 
promote the occult. But often, 
youth soon find themselves 
into “a power which they can’t 
control,” he said.

Rice illustrated that power 
by showing a clip from a Geral­
do Rivera television show in 
which Rivera documented the 
rise of Satanism among teens. 
Rivera cited several specific 
cases to show heavy metal mu­
sic’s connection to Satanism 
and to show Satanic rituals 
such as grave robbing.

While Satanism is the dark­
est side of the occult, it is the 
hardest to classify, Rice said.

Satanists can be divided 
into two groups, he explained: 
(1) those who do not believe in 
a literal Satan but are opposed 
to Christianity and see Satan 
as a symbol of that opposition 
and (2) those who believe Sa­
tan exists and worship him as 
a powerful god.

“If Satanists could be char­
acterized in one term, it would 
be ‘self-serving,’ ” Rice said.

“One’s own needs, desires, 
beliefs, and goals are su­
preme,” he observed.

Christian parents should 
“quit saying their kids aren’t 
at risk,” Rice said. “Denial is 
Satan’s greatest tool of deceit.”

At a time when teens al­
ready are questioning values 
— including their parents’ reli­
gious faith — teens are very 
much at risk, he said.

“Teens see things in black

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282

- SOUD OAK PEWS - 
PEW UPHOLSTERY/REANISHING 

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES 
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE 

1 -{800>525-9058 
NC 1-(800}-222-7895

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet

VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISHINGS
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501. Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263 

and white with no gray,” Rice 
said.

Thus, when parents tell 
their children they cannot lis­
ten to hard-rock music or 
watch MTV, teens counter 
with questions about the un­
Christian lyrics of their par­
ents’ country music, he said.

CALL TODAY TOLL FREE 1-800-455-4939 
OR WRITE 

HAROLD CARMAN 
115 HWY. 25 W. 

CASTALIAN SPRINGS, TN 37031

HAROLD CARMAN, EVANGELIST
MEMBERSHIP: Southside Baptist Church, Gallatin, Tennessee

Fellowship of Tennessee Baptist Evangelists

MINISTR Y: Past - Foreign Missionary to Japan; Pastored churches in Tennessee, South 
Carolina, and Georgia.
Present - Associate Pastor, Evangelist. Conference Speaker

MESSAGE: The Gospel of God’s AMAZING GRACE!
Preaching: God Holy, Man Utterly Fallen!

God’s Free, Sovereign, Gracious Love in Christ!
Christ’s Sufficient, Efficient, and Particular Redemption!
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UPON REQUEST.

: MINISTERING IN CHURCHES OF ALL SIZES!

“What’s so different about 
Country Music Television than 
MTV?” he asked.

To counteract, “early help 
and intervention is essential,” 
Rice said. “Get involved in 
your teens’ lives” by being 
proactive rather than reactive, 
he suggested. □

• 12 to 38 adult capacity
• Over 20 used buses for sale

• Rental buses available
• Guaranteed Buy Back Program

• We Buy Used Buses

^Carpenter Bus Sales
“ P.O. Box 2126

Brentwood, Tenn., 37024-2126

Call Henry Headden today:
1 (800)370-6180
1 (615) 371-6180

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program.”

RaphaCare
Helping Meet Your Church's 

Counseling Needs
Dr. Jim Henry, President of the Southern Baptist 

Convention, recommends RaphaCare - a 
comprehensive church program to help meet 
emotional, relational and spiritual needs of hurting 
individuals.

“Rapha has been the answer for many ofus who 
have prayed for a Christ-centered, Bible-oriented 
counseling ministry. Ive found the Rapha family to be 
one that is personal and marked with integrity. They 
have been a willing resource every time we have called 
or referred others to their compassionate care.”

Hundreds of Southern Baptist 
churches have registered for the 
RaphaCare program allowing a 
special cost savings to individuals 
with limited financial resources. 
Cali 1-800-257-2744 for additional 
information regarding RaphaCare.Crusader: 15-Passenger (No CDL Required) 

(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

Rapha
Clinically Profession^. Distinctively Christian

1-800-257-2744
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k Sunday School lesson commentary
Life and Work Series 

for April 21 
Focal Passage:

I Thessalonians 2:4-1 2; 
3:11-13

Genuine service
By L. Joseph Rosas III

We ought to know the difference between gen­
uine love and manipulative sentiment. Jesus 
said, “A new command I give you: love one anoth­
er. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34- 
35). All of us can think of persons in our lives who 
have genuinely shown the love of God.

Unselfish action (ch. 2:4-6a). Paul’s charac­
ter and actions were frequently under attack by 
those who opposed the Gospel. This may explain 
the defensive tone in these verses. The Lord had 
tested Paul’s heart and found him trustworthy. 
He was no slick talker. Nor were his actions gov­
erned by greed. He simply wanted to please the 
Lord.

Gentle behavior (vv. 6b-9). In his selfless 
desire to serve God, Paul had refused to exercise 
the prerogatives of apolstolic authority in 
demanding financial support from the church. He 
cared for the Thessalonians. Preaching has been 
called truth shared through personality. Paul not 
only shared the truth of the Gospel, he transpar­
ently shared himself. Only love can cast out the 
fear that limits such self-disclosure. Paul was 
intentionally bivocational in order that nothing 
would hinder the dissemination of the Gospel.

Concern for other’s best interest (w. 10- 
12). Paul’s claim that “you know,” “remember,” 
and are “witnesses” indicates that the quality and 
character of his service was well documented. To 
be holy means to be set apart for God’s purpose, 
to be righteous is to live right based upon the 
standard of the righteousness of God credited to 
us through our Lord Jesus Christ, to be blameless 
is to live in such a way that others cannot truth­
fully find fault or blame in what one says or does. 
Paul was not only gentle like a mother, he dis­
played the encouraging, comforting and urging of 
a father. Most of the Thessalonians had come out 
of a pagan background. Thus they needed perva­
sive and persuasive discipleship. The goal of this 
fatherly attention was they might “walk worthy” 
of their new identity and relationship to God. The 
journey of faith likened to a walk reminds us that 
we must make regular daily progress, one step at 
a time, in living the Christian life.

Intercessory prayer (ch. 3:11-13). Few 
expressions are sweeter than “I am praying for 
you.” Paul interrupts his continuing encourage­
ment of the church by offering up a spontaneous 
prayer. He prays that God would “clear the way” 
for his journey to Thessalonica. He also prays 
that their love would “overflow” crossing all the 
boundaries that personality, tradition, class, and 
the like might impose, even including those out­
side the family of faith. A growing love for others 
is a positive sign a person is walking with the 
God who loved us enough to send his Son as our 
Savior. Love is marked by practical concern for 
and ministry to others. Paul’s desire was that 
God might “strengthen your heart.” Just as an 
athlete trains certain muscles with specific activi­
ties in mind, so the believer is built up in order to 
reflect God’s character and purpose.

Martin Luther said that we should live as if 
Jesus died yesterday, was risen today, and com­
ing tomorrow. May God help us to live and love in 
such a way that we appropriate the ministry of 
true friends in our behalf even as we seek to be a 
true friend to those around us. We are part of the 
larger family of faith, all the saints of all the ages. 
□ — L. Joseph Rosas III is pastor of Union Avenue 
Church, Memphis.

The Good Shepherd
Convention Uniform Series 

for April 21 
Focal Passage: 
John 10:1-18

By Kevin Goza

Television channels are 
full of religious program­
ming, promoting people who 
want to be our “spiritual 
leaders.” How can you 
know which ones deserve to 
be heard? Christians are to follow those who follow 
Jesus. While giving a description of Jesus as The Good 
Shephered, our passage also gives us a description of 
those who are worthy to give spiritual leadership.

The sheepfold was a familiar concept to the people 
of Jesus’ day. The containment area would be totally 
enclosed, with only one opening. There would often be 
a doorkeeper who was responsible to allow only the 
shepherd into the fold. Once inside, the shepherd 
could call out for his sheep. They knew his voice, and 
would follow.

Sheep-stealing was a popular activity. A thief would 
enter the fold by sneaking over the fence. He would 
attempt to call the sheep away. The sheep would not 
follow him, because his voice was not that of the shep­
herd.

According to verse 6, the disciples heard the story, 
but could not make the vital connection between shep­
herding and following him. In the following verses, 
Jesus makes his point very clear.

Jesus first described his relationship with his 
undershepherds using the first of two of the famous “I 
Am” sayings. Jesus told them he was the door to the 
sheep. In this first reference, the point is related to 
spiritual leaders who would attempt to have influence 
among spiritual people. People called to lead others 
are first of all to have entered into a saving relation­
ship with Jesus Christ.

There have always been those who pretend to know 
God. However, without Christ in their own hearts, 
they are spiritual charlatans who deprive people of 
true salvation. They enter into the fold through some

God who punishes and protects
By Tom Moncrief

God, sometimes expresses his 
love through chastisement for sin 
and wrong-doing. Even this puni­
tive action is motivated by love.

Avenging judge — l:l-3a
God had been very patient with 

Ninevah (Assyria). The brutal war­
faring people had over-run everyone 
around them. The Israelites had 
become a part of their holdings and 
were treated brutally. Nahum 
received a message from God that 
he was going to deal with his adver­
saries. Although he is slow to anger, 
he cannot ignore wickedness. In 
delaying punishment it appears 
that God gives every opportunity for 
evil people to respond to him and 
his love. Failure to do so inevitably 
brings destruction.

Nahum is an outstanding liter­
ary work and is “one of the world’s 
classic rebukes of militarism.” For 
God to have ignored the harshness 
of Ninevah would have denied his 
very character. We see it is impossi­
ble to withstand God who maintains 
justice.

Refuge and relentless pursuer 
— vv. 7-9

God’s goodness is revealed 
through the protective care of those 
who take refuge in him. It is also 
shown by his actions in regard to 
those who would plot against him. 
His wrath is at work when he per­
mits sinful deeds to run their course 

to destruction. Assyria’s wickedness 
results in nations ultimately rising 
up against her and bringing her 
downfall. God uses them to bring 
Ninevah to an end. They released 
the waters from the rivers which 
broke the wall for about two 
miles.This enabled the hostile 
armies to gain access to the city. 
Ninevah, who had plotted against 
the Lord (v. 9) could plot no longer.

Protector of his people — 
w. 12-15

Ninevah was feared by everybody 
around. Judah had experienced the 
weight of her yoke (affliction). Now, 
God promises to break that yoke. 
Though the enemy was powerful 
and numerous, God would set free 
his people. God admitted that he 
had chastised Judah but promised 
to respond to their faith (though 
Nahum does not mention this) by 
ending the chastisement through 
Assyria.

He promised the name of Assyria 
will not be perpetuated, the idols of 
the royal temples would be cut off, 
and Assyria’s doom is at hand 
because of their vileness. So, God 
who is slow to anger now ends the 
ruthlessness of a nation whose peo­

other way, and are nothing 
more than thieves and rob­
bers.

We see in verses 9-10 
Jesus boldly says he alone is 
the door of entry into God’s 
kingdom. The impostors 
claim to have some other 

way to a spiritual life. However, the outcome of their 
teaching is destruction. When one gives their life to 
Jesus, they find total and absolute fulfillment.

Jesus had much to say about the character of the 
Good Shepherd in the second “I Am” saying in this 
passage. We discover those who follow the Good 
Shepherd will never be deserted by him. A hireling 
will flee when trouble arises. The word translated 
“see” means to be a spectator, indicating he is not per­
sonally involved in the lives of the sheep. Jesus 
remains steadfast. This is also a description of God’s 
human undershepherds. Knowing that Jesus stands 
true, they will also remain firm on the foundation of 
truth and love for the flock.

There is also a mutual knowledge between the 
Shepherd and the sheep. It is a knowledge based on 
experience. The sheep know the Good Shepherd will 
sacrifice his life for their benefit.

The words of verse 16 are encouraging. The call of 
the Good Shepherd will not be missed by any of his 
sheep. Through all kinds of people, at all times of his­
tory, in all types of circumstances, God’s message will 
be spoken. His sheep will hear his voice, and will 
respond to his call to salvation.

The Good Shepherd’s ministry is rooted in the love 
of God, which makes it posssible for Jesus to lay down 
his life, and take it up again. While Jesus portrayed 
his sacrifice as voluntary, it is also true that Jesus’ 
sacrifice was specified as a command from God.

Jesus, The Good Shepherd, is one who can be fol­
lowed to the ends of the earth. □ — Kevin Goza is pas­
tor of First Church, Lebanon.

Bible Book Series for April 21 
Focal Passage:

Nahum 1:1-3a, 7-9, 12-15; 3:5-7
ple refused to acknowledge God.
Dread of his enemies — ch. 3:5-7

Listing many of Assyria’s sinful 
actions (w. 1-4) the prophet deliv­
ers God’s sentence for her har­
lotries. There would be exposure (v. 
5), contemptuous rejection (v. 6), 
and desertion (v. 7). Throwing filth 
upon harlots doesn’t seem to appear 
elsewhere in the Old Testament. 
This action along with exposure 
would bring degradation which 
would be a gazingstock for all to 
look upon.

Ninevah is wasted but there 
would be none to bemoan her end. 
Instead, the messenger w’ould 
announce the end of her oppression 
(v. 15). This declaration of peace 
would delight those w’ho heard it.

The downfall of Ninevah came at 
some of her proudest moments 
when they were prestigious, 
wealthy, and powerful. Any nation 
of any age must be strong to remain 
free but must also be concerned 
about justice and human rights. She 
must also remember that the true 
power and security come from God 
to whom she must remain true. J 
— Tom Moncrief is a member of First 
Church, Cleveland.
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a global/national news briefs
Annuity Board denies 
breaking Florida law
Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — 
The Annuity Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
has denied a charge published 
in a Jacksonville newspaper 
that it illegally sold insurance 
in Florida.

A news story in the March 
29 edition of the Florida Times 
Union indicates the state of 
Florida launched an investiga­
tion after a maintenance work­
er at First Church, Plant City, 
was rejected for health insur­
ance coverage by the Annuity 
Board.

During a probe, investiga­
tors discovered the Annuity 
Board was not authorized to 
sell insurance in Florida, but 
the investigation was later 
halted by Florida insurance 
commissioner Bill Nelson who 
decided to support legislation 
that would “exempt church 
groups from state insurance 
regulations.”

Annuity Board spokesman 
Tom Miller said the agency co­
operated fully with Nelson “to 
assure his office that our cov­
erage is an appropriate, finan­
cially stable program that of­
fers excellent protection to pas­
tors and other church employ­
ees. ...

“We believe this record of 
service, along with proof of the 
stability of our program, was 
sufficient to satisfy the com­
missioner that further pursuit 
of the investigation was not 
needed,” Miller said. □

Love in action boosts 
Croatia church growth 
Baptist Press

ZABREB, Croatia — During 
four years of bloody war in the 
former Yugoslavia, Southern 
Baptists have quietly sent al­
most $3 million worth of food, 
cooking supplies, and other 
help to victims on all sides.

Those four years of love in 
action are now boosting church 
planting across Croatia.

People throughout the re­
gion have come to see Baptists 
as a people who care, people 
with a message that just might 
be worth hearing.

Soon after the war broke 
out, Croatian Baptists set up 
aid organizations to channel 
food and aid from Southern 
Baptists and other Christian 
and humanitarian organiza­
tions. As they handed out food 
parcels, they also distributed 
thousands of Bibles, tracts, 
and other Christian literature. 
And they have preached on 
television and radio.

This past winter, Baptists 

helped keep hundreds of thou­
sands of refugees alive with 
ongoing food distribution.

Croatian Baptists are excit­
ed. “We are quite enthusiastic. 
Our churches are growing and 
we have some great new proj­
ects on the way,” says Branko 
Lovrec, president of the Croat­
ian Baptist Union, which now 
claims 33 churches and about 
2,800 members. □

Former BWA leader 
Robert Denny dies
Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Robert 
S. Denny, general secretary of 
the Baptist World Alliance 
from 1968-80, who played a 
significant role in defending 
religious freedom during the 
communist totalitarianism of 
Eastern Europe, died April 5.

Denny, 81, had suffered for 
the past two years from 
Alzheimer’s disease.

He is survived by his wife, 
Jane, and two children. □

Kentucky associate 
choice for editorship 
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE — Mark 
Wingfield has been nominated 
to become editor of the Western 
Recorder, the weekly newspa­
per affiliated with the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention.

Wingfield, 34, was unani­
mously approved for the post 
by the paper’s board of direc­
tors April 2. The nomination

THE SPIRIT OF COOPERATION HAS BUILT A HIGHWAY OF 
COMMUNICATION ON WHICH THE GOOD NEWS
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1845 Southern Baptist Convention was organized “for eliciting, 
combining and directing the energies of the whole denomination ' - 
in one sacred effort, for the propagation of the gospel.”

Sunday School 
Board established.

Sunday, April 21, is Cooperative Program Day

Retirees receive Southern Baptist aid
Baptist Press

DALLAS — More than 9,000 retired South­
ern Baptist ministers or their widows receive 
$200 or less a month in pension benefits from 
their denominational retirement plan.

“It is the old story of too little, too late,” said 
Paul W. Powell, president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board. “Thou­
sands of our churches and pastors did not 
make the Church Annuity Plan a priority in 
their salary and benefits planning. By the 
time the reality of the need soaked in, it was 
too late to catch up.

“Now, we look to the Cooperative Program 
to provide relief funds for the most desperate 
cases,” Powell said, “and to the Annuity 
Board’s Adopt An Annuitant Program as an 
added blessing.”

Powell tells of stacks of letters he receives 
that recall pastoral ministries reaching 30 or 
40 years, always in small churches, and al­

must be confirmed by the KBC 
executive Board May 6.

The Western Recorder is an 
agency of the KBC with its 
own board of directors. Howev­
er, a covenant agreement be­
tween the paper and the KBC 
stipulates that the KBC execu­
tive board must confirm by 
simple majority vote the per­
son selected as editor.

Wingfield has been interim 
editor since last December 
when former editor Marv Knox 
resigned to become associate 
editor of the Baptist Standard 
in Texas.

Wingfield has been news di­
rector of the Kentucky paper 
since 1991. □

Foreign and Domestic
Mission Boards established.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
\^was begun to prepare those called 

of G°d t0 serve Him in ,ocal 
„/ churches, denominational roles, 

• and as missionaries.

1925 j TODAY

1888

Woman’s 
Missionary Union 
was organized 
under leadership of 
Annie Armstrong.

ways depending on God and his people to meet 
modest human needs. “These old soldiers of 
the cross assumed nothing except a simple 
faith that God would provide,” Powell said. 
“There is almost never a complaint, but always 
a humble, gracious ‘Th^nk You’ for every evi­
dence of love and care by Southern Baptists.”

Powell noted, “Every penny of Cooperative 
Program money we receive goes to some needy 
church or missions worker or his widow. That 
means about $1.2 million this year will be di­
vided among some 540 individuals or couples 
as monthly or expense grants. The operating 
expense of the board is paid from earnings on 
assets without any subsidy from the Coopera­
tive Program,” he said.

Last year an average relief recipient was 78 
years old with total monthly income from all 
sources of $680 and total expenses of $861.

The maximum regular monthly grant from 
the Annuity Board is $180 for an individual 
and $240 for a couple, Powell said. □

Baptists help resettle 
797 refugees in 1995
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — 
Southern Baptists helped re­
settle 797 refugees in 1995, a 
30 percent increase from the 
previous year, according to the 
Home Mission Board’s office of 
immigration and refugee min­
istries.

Office director Bill Fulker­
son said an increase in the 
number of refugees worldwide 
influenced the jump in the 
number who were assigned to 
Southern Baptists by a nation­
al resettlement agency.

After 80 years of failing to fund 
their mission vision, Southern 
Baptists found a way through 
the Cooperative Program.

Seventy-five Million Campaign 
demonstrated Southern Baptists’ 
ability to work together to raise 
large funds for missions.
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Layman’s Missionary 
Movement founded 
(Brotherhood).

Fulkerson predicted, howev­
er, the number will shrink in 
1996 because of a reduction in 
refugees allowed into America.

Southern Baptists have 
been promoting and coordinat­
ing the sponsorship of refugees 
since 1962, according to Fulk­
erson. “One of the misconcep­
tions people have is that just 
anyone can come into the Unit­
ed States and settle down, but 
refugees must have a sponsor.

More information about 
refugee resettlement is avail­
able from Baptist associations, 
state Baptist conventions, or 
from the HMB office of immi­
gration and refugee ministries 
at (770) 410-6012. □

Over 9,000 home and 
foreign missionaries are 
living in 130 countries, 
while serving in over 
150, and all 50 United 
States. They are sup­
ported by Southern 
Baptists through the 
Cooperative Program.

Bold Mission 
Thrust was adopt­
ed as a renewed 
goal of reaching 
the world with the 
gospel.
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