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Tennessee Baptists collect food for North Koreans
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Tennes­
see Baptists have responded 
well to a Southern Baptist 
Convention-wide effort to send 
food to famine-stricken North 
Korea.

The food relief effort was 
announced in March by the 
SBC’s Woman’s Missionary 
Union and Brotherhood Com­
mission in response to a re­
quest from Cooperative Ser­
vices International, the South­
ern Baptist aid agency.

The famine in North Korea 
was caused by floods.

Approximately 205 boxes of 
food were recently shipped 
from the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention to Illinois where 
they will be placed in a con­
tainer with about 200 boxes 
from that state. The container 
is scheduled to be shipped out 
of Chicago for arrival in North 
Korea later this month. Thirty- 
five containers of food from 
other states have already been 
sent. $4,000 also was collected 
to help with shipping expens­
es.

“Pray that as the food goes, 
it goes where it is needed 
most,” said Tim Bearden, TBC 
Brotherhood Department di­
rector, who along with Katha­
rine Bryan, executive director 
of Tennessee WMU, coordinat­
ed the statewide effort.

“God has already begun us­
ing the food to open hearts to 
him,” Bearden added.

Bryan noted it is exciting to 
know that word can go out for

TBC gifts up
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — After 
the first half of the fiscal 
year, Tennessee Baptists 
have given $14,620,283 to 
the Cooperative Program, 
$1,416,914 more than the 
same time a year ago.

In April, Tennessee Bap­
tists gave $2,795,721.

The year-to-date budget 
for 1995-96 is $13,484,638.

“We are thankful to have 
such a good report to share 
after six months,” said TBC 
Executive Director James 
Porch. □

HELPING TO LOAD BOXES of food for North Korea are TBC Brotherhood Director Tim Bearden, sec­
ond from left, and Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union Executive Director Katharine Bryan, right. 
They were aided by David Veridal, left. Larry Lindsay, second from right, and Andy Gunn.

an immediate need and Ten­
nessee Baptists will respond.

“The project for North Kore­
an relief had little lead time 
because of the situation and 
the sensitivity of our represen­
tatives trying to respond expe­
ditiously to the crisis,” Bryan 
said.

“Tennessee Baptists came 
through. Small churches, large 
churches, and other special 
groups found ways to get boxes 
filled and to the Baptist Cen­
ter,” she added.

Leading the food collection 
effort was McMinn-Meigs As­

Grahams honored with Congressional Gold Medal
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — As Billy 
and Ruth Graham received a 
Congressional Gold Medal, 
government officials showered 
them with accolades for their 
faithfulness to the Bible and 
for being role models of family 
life, humility, and gentleness.

But the Southern Baptist 
evangelist’s acceptance speech 
featured another attribute for 
which Graham has become in­
ternationally famous: his invi­
tations. “I see more than a few 
good men and women here 
who have the ability to lead us 
into the next century. A lot 

sociation with 39 boxes, fol­
lowed by Parkway Church, 
Goodlettsville, and First 
Church, Murfreesboro, 16 box­
es each; and Bradley County 
Association, 13 boxes.

A World Missions Confer­
ence in Watauga Association 
even played a role in the effort.

Bryan spoke at Roan Park 
Church, Roan Mountain, and 
told about the project. The 
church, which usually has 
from 40 to the mid-50s in Sun­
day School, responded with 
four boxes as WMU, adult 
men, adult women, and youth 

more people are 
here today than 
were at Pentecost, 
and they changed 
their world. We 
can do the same 
with the help of 
God and his Holy 
Spirit,” Graham 
said, although he 
didn’t ask people 
to walk the aisle to 
make a public com­
mitment.

The gold medal is Congress’ 
highest honor. The first gold 
medal was bestowed to George 
Washington in 1776. More re­
cent recipients include Win­

BILLY & RUTH GRAHAM

each provided a box of food.
“Our church is missions- 

minded. When there is a need 
our people respond well,” said 
Pastor Ira Berry.

Each box contained more 
than 50 pounds of staple food 
items with an estimated cost of 
$33.75 per box. Churches and 
associations also were asked to 
provide $20 per box to help de­
fray expenses.

Bearden stressed the food 
collection was a cooperative ef­
fort between state Brotherhood 
and WMU, national Brother­
hood and WMU, and CSI. □ 

ston Churchill. 
Jonas Salk. Bob 
Hope, and Lady 
Bird Johnson. The 
Grahams are the 
third couple to re­
ceive the medal.

Ruth Graham 
attended the May 
2 ceremony de­
spite a recent case 
of spinal meningi­
tis.

Since preaching his first 
sermon in 1937, Graham has 
shared the Gospel with an esti­
mated 100 million people in 
crusades and two billion peo­
ple through television. □



about 
your 

newsjournal
■ Wm. Fletcher Allen, editor 
■ Subscribe to the Baptist 

and Reflector tor one year 
and receive 50 copies. 
Family or individual sub­
scription - $7.50, clubs of 
10 or more subscriptions - 
$7.25, church (more than 
50 percent of families) - 
$6.50. Send check/money 
order to address below.

■ To contribute a news 
item, call or write Editor 
Wm. Fletcher Allen; Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor; or 
Connie Davis, assistant ed­
itor.

■ To advertise - Lonnie 
Wilkey, associate editor or 
editor.

B For billing and subscrip­
tion list questions - Betty 
Williams, bookkeeper

a For information about tri­
al subscription plan for 
church or association 
edition - Editor Allen, Lon­
nie Wilkey, Connie Davis, 
or Susie Edwards, adminis­
trative secretary

b For information about lo­
cal church edition - The 
Editor, or Mary Nimmo, 
church pages coordinator

B For production answers - 
Lonnie Wilkey or Connie 
Davis

B Publisher-Tennessee 
Baptist Convention 
Executive Board

B Board of directors: Frank 
Hawkins, chairman; Russ 
Dunham vice chairman; 
Charles Anderson, Christine 
Bess, Hinton Climer, Eugene 
Cotey, Herbert Higdon, Ken 
Hubbard, Diane Jordan, 
Lynn King, Pat Landrum, 
Paul Medley, Bill Northcott, 
Charles Parker, Richard Pat­
ton, Mike Thrower, Conyer 
Walker, Gary Watkins, and 
Ambers Wilson

B Office - Baptist and 
Reflector, 5001 Maryland 
Way, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37027
Mailing address - P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, 
Tenn., 37024
Phone-(615) 371-2003 
FAX-(615) 371-2080 

b Membership - Southern
Baptist Press Association 

a Address changes - Bap­
tist and Reflector, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, Tenn., 
37024

b Postmaster - Second class 
postage paid at Brentwood 
and at additional mailing of­
fice. (USPS 041-780)

a Frequency of issue - The 
paper is published weekly 
except for the weeks of 
Christmas and Fourth of 
July.

Printed on 
recycled paper

Conference points church toward needs of children
By Jennifer Davis 
For Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — “Where is the 
religious community? Where are our voic­
es?” asked Marian Wright Edelman, 
founder and president of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, a Washington-based non­
profit organization devoted to advocacy ef­
forts for the children of America.

Edelman and other featured speakers 
voiced messages explaining the needs of 
children to nearly 200 attendees at the 
“Children and the Church II” conference 
April 24-26 at the Woman’s Missionary 
Union national headquarters here.

“The religious community has to be the 
moral locomotive, not the moral caboose, 
especially when it comes to our children,” 
Edelman said, urging it to “stand up and 
keep our children safe.

“We have to stop separating our Sun­
day life from our professional and civic 
life. They all have to be put together.

“We are living in an incredible moral 
moment, nearing the beginning of a new 
century and a new millennium,” Edelman 
said. “What message will be sent to our 
children?”

Diana Garland, professor of church so­
cial work at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., told conferees, 
“To show our love for children is to show 
our love for Jesus and the one who sent 
Jesus.” Garland is founder of the Child 
Advocacy Network that developed the idea 
for such a conference “to seek justice for 
children.”

The effect of violence in children’s

minds is spiritual, she said.
“Our society’s focus on collecting stuff is 

killing our souls and making us scared of 
our neighbors and our neighbor’s chil­
dren.”

Garland said in her generation children 
had fears, but the things they were afraid 
of were “over there” — a big war, a bomb. 
“The difference is that fear is inside the 
wall. What’s frightening about the vio­
lence in our society is that it’s inside us. 
The fact is that most violence in our soci­
ety is not random. The fact is that most vi­
olence happens within the home.

“I am more concerned about the effects 
of the fear of violence on our children than 
the violence itself,” she said. “We were 
afraid of what we didn’t know. Children 
today are afraid of what they do know.”

Richard Land, president of the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life Commission, 
said children know about so much vio­
lence because of the media, and if the im­
pact is not changed “many of our children 
will not have a future.

“TV has the greatest impact,” Land 
said. “We have less control over TV than 
any other form of media ... and except for 
working and sleeping, the average Ameri­
can spends more time watching TV than 
anything else. TV has become the substi­
tute mom, dad, and baby-sitter” and could 
be termed electronic child abuse, he said.

“We can save our children’s future by 
stopping the endless flood of violence that 
is flooding into our children’s bedrooms 
and our family rooms,” Land said. “Chil­
dren can’t protect themselves. We must do 
it.”

Craig Loscalzo, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Lexington, Ky., encouraged con­
ference participants to embrace the inno­
cence of children. Americans are outraged 
when they hear about parents in Thailand 
selling their daughters as prostitutes, he 
said, but “our American hands are not so 
clean when it comes to dealing with kids.”

What about the father “who forces the 
child to be who he is not, not for the good 
of the child, but because he must live his 
life through the child?” he asked. Loscalzo 
referenced the recent death of Jessica 
Dubroff, the 7-year-old pilot who died 
when her tiny Cessna crashed during her 
attempt to be the youngest pilot to fly 
cross-country.

“Whose dream are they living out? 
Who’s looking for meaning in life?” he 
asked. “We want our children to have all 
of those things we never had and we for­
get that what they really need as children 
is to be children ... laughing, playing, do­
ing all those things that children do.

“We (as adults) are locked into our rou­
tines,” he said. “I’ve never seen a child 
pull out a day timer.

“It’s through a child’s innocence that 
we should look at the world. God help us 
when we do not give them time for inno­
cence, for inquisitiveness, for spontaneity.”

Children and the Church II highlighted 
ways the church can respond to child ad­
vocacy needs and provided encouragement 
for individuals as the group came together 
and shared concerns, Garland said.

Garland served as coordinator of the 
first Children and the Church conference 
which was held in 1993. □

Tennesseans urge churches to be aware of disabilities
By Terri Lackey 
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Scott Nabi, 
35, is severely mentally handi­
capped. Sara Ezell, 24, is intel­
lectually gifted, but confined to 
a wheelchair because of a dis­
ease that causes her bones to 
easily snap. Kristin Blair, 24, 
is deaf, mentally handicapped, 
and eats from feeding tubes.

All three are handicapped, 
but their disabilities are as dif­
ferent as their backgrounds.

“Disabilities and giftedness 
are incredibly different — as 
different as hair color,” Ezell, 
told a group of preschool/chil- 
dren’s workers attending a 
seminar at the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, April 22-25. 
Ezell joined Gene Nabi, a re­
tired BSSB consultant in spe­
cial ministries, and Donna 
Blair, a Nashville resident who 
has a handicapped daughter, 
in speaking to the group about 
“Accepting Differing Abilities.”

Ezell, a master’s-degree stu­
dent majoring in special needs 
at Peabody College of Vander­
bilt University in Nashville, 
told the children’s leaders the 
best action they could take for 
a handicapped child or adult in 
their church is to learn the 
specifics of that person’s dis­
ability.

“Don’t assume anything,” 
said Ezell.

“Learn about the disabilities 
of the people who are in your 
church. There are issues in­

volved with each one that you 
need to know,” she said. 
“Thousands of organizations 
exist, local and national, that 
can help educate you on dis­
abilities and prevent you from 
assuming things about people 
with handicaps.”

For example, she said, 
many people speak loudly to 
her. “They think because I’m 
in a wheelchair, I'm also deaf.”

Donna Blair, an investment 
advisor and a member of 
Nashville’s Two Rivers 
Church, said churches can be 
insensitive to the needs of fam­
ilies with handicapped chil­
dren.

Blair, whose first handi­
capped child lived only 13 
months, was told by doctors 
the chances of having a second 
handicapped child were minus­
cule. The doctors were wrong, 
and her second child, Kristin, 
24, is mentally handicapped, 
deaf, and does not have an 
esophagus, which means she 
must be tube fed twice a day.

After Blair and her husband 
moved to Tennessee, she said 
members of the first Southern 
Baptist church they attended 
were insensitive to her family’s 
needs.

Her daughter required on- 
the-hour tube feeding, and she 
was in diapers.

“I taught a Sunday School 
class, and because Kristin’s 
Sunday school teachers re­
fused to tube feed her, I had to 
leave my class to do it. It really 

wasn’t very hard; it was just 
scary to them, I guess,” Blair 
said.

The same went for changing 
diapers. “She was in the 3- 
year-old class, but she was 
much older, and they wouldn’t 
change her diapers. One Sun­
day after church, on my hus­
band’s birthday, we went to 
pick her up and she had had 
diarrhea all over herself. No 
one would change her diapers, 
and they didn’t even come get 
me from church. We were go­
ing to go out to dinner for my 
husband’s birthday, but we 
had to go home instead.

“I’m really not blaming 
these people,” Blair said. “It’s 
just that the church needs to 
educate itself about handicaps, 
and it needs to learn to not be 
afraid of them.”

The church’s education 
about handicaps should in­
clude what not to say to a par­
ent of a child with disabilities, 
Blair said. “Don’t tell me that 
if I have enough faith, my child 
will be healed. That’s just not 
so.”

She suggested church mem­
bers who want to help a family 
with a handicapped member to 
ask specifically what they 
might do. “Most people ask if 
there is anything they can do. 
It’s really best if they are spe­
cific. I have a difficult time 
saying, ‘Well, yes, you can do 
such and such.’ ”

However, Blair said, she 
has become less timid about 

seeking help from others and 
the church. Her new motto is a 
blend of biblical admonition 
and a modern-day cliche — 
“Ask, seek, knock, and 
squeak.”

Nabi, whose son Scott, 35, is 
severely mentally handi­
capped, told the group if he 
had to live his life over, he 
would refuse to go to church 
unless it offered a ministry to 
his son.

“We have 38,000 Southern 
Baptist churches, and only 
2,000 of those have programs 
for people who are different,” 
he said. “And the reason is, 
they are afraid of what they 
don’t understand.”

A lot of churches just hold 
bad theology when it comes to 
dealing with people with dis­
abilities, he said.

Nabi said eight in 10 mar­
riages break up following the 
birth of a mentally handi­
capped child, and seven in 10 
dissolve when a physically 
handicapped child is involved.

“Now you tell me, is it God’s 
will to break up families?”

Nabi suggested anyone in­
terested in beginning a min­
istry to handicapped people at 
their church should just jump 
in and become involved.

“Become involved with a 
handicapped child yourself. 
Become involved with the par­
ent of a handicapped child,” he 
said. “Don’t try to involve a 
committee, just become in­
volved yourself.” □
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Legislature scores some good points, misses on others
By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — In last
week’s Baptist and Reflector, 
legislative action on a proposed 
lottery was reported.

The 99th Tennessee state 
General Assembly concluded 
its session by late night ap­
proval of a statewide referen­
dum to permit a state lottery.

The session was not a total 
loss. Several positive actions 
came on some moral concerns.

Bill Bates, Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention public affairs 
consultant, was disappointed 
in the lottery vote, but urged 
Tennessee Baptists to “gear 
up” for the second round in the 
1997 legislature.

The same resolution, to gain 
legal status, must pass the 
100th General Assembl}’ by 
two-thirds majority and sign­
ing into law by Gov. Don 
Sundquist.

“It’s not a certainty yet,” 
said Bates. “We have some 
hard work before us to con­
vince the legislators that gam­
bling is not good for our state, 
and we can’t wait until the last 
minute.

“We believe the lottery, and 
any other gambling, is not 
good for families. We have to 
show how much we care about 
our families. We must bring 
them together, and a lottery 
will break down family life.”

Bates said several other 
moral issues were voted on by 
the General Assembly. He cit­
ed some of the votes that af­
fect Tennesseans as moral 
choices.

Bates represented Ten­
nessee Baptists on Capitol Hill 
two or three days each week 
during the sessions.

Lawmakers approved and 
sent to the governor these 
pieces of legislation:

■ A ban on marriages of the 
same sex. There was lengthy 
discussion on the floor of both 
houses. The issue included 
both moral and economic 
facets.

A proposal in Hawaii’s leg­
islative bodies would make 
same-sex marriages legal. This 
would carry ramifications con­
cerning the state’s legal re­
sponsibility to provide benefits 
now restricted to heterosexual 
marriage partners.

Some legislators said ap­

proval by any other state could 
make the law binding here.

■ Welfare reform requiring 
recipients to get jobs within 18 
months.

■ Withdrawing the driver’s 
and professional licenses of 
parents who won’t pay child 
support.

■ Allow voters to decide 
whether they want a lottery 
(pending two-thirds approval 
by the 100th General Assem­
bly).

■ Okayed a $14 billion bud­
get for state government to op­
erate on for the year.

■ Closed a loophole allow­
ing unregulated slush funds 
for legislators.

■ Seize vehicles from drunk 
drivers arrested within five 
years of a previous DUI convic­
tion.

■ Strengthen punishment 
of drunk drivers involved in fa­
tal accidents.

■ Allow Tennesseans who 
want handgun permits to get 
them at the place where they 
get a driver’s license. The Na­
tional Rifle Association-backed 
bill makes it easier for citizens 
to carry concealed weapons, al­

ready legal.
■ Also, the Senate killed an 

effort to restrict the teaching of 
evolution. A proposal would 
have prevented evolution being 
taught as fact, and allowed 
penalties for teachers who did 
not adhere to the restriction.

On the other hand, the leg­
islature killed legislation to:

■ Encourage the obser­
vance and posting of the Ten 
Commandments in homes, 
businesses, schools, and 
churches. This was killed by 
the House after much discus­
sion and accusation.

Outside groups got involved 
in this and other proposals on 
moral issues.

■ Prohibit vehicle passen­
gers from having open contain­
ers of alcoholic beverages.

Several legislative proposals 
attracted keen interest from 
Tennessee Baptists concerned 
with moral issues as well as 
other kinds of legislation.

The lottery issue, along 
with other gambling issues 
such as video poker, pari­
mutuel betting on horse races, 
and video-simulcasts at Ten­
nessee sites of races run else­

where, has long dogged the 
two houses of legislature.

Before the lottery measure 
passed on April 26, the House 
made sure all other kinds of 
gambling, such as casinos, bin- 
go, etc., would be excluded 
from any statewide referen­
dum.

Legislators arguing against 
a referendum for state lottery 
said the lottery would lead to 
all the other gambling ven­
tures that are legal else­
where.

A lottery would require a 
constitutional amendment to 
delete a section that specifical­
ly bans lotteries.

Thus a statewide referen­
dum would be required.

Through this process, the 
lottery resolution has to get a 
two-thirds vote in each house 
in either 1997 or 1998, the 
100th General Assembly.

In 1998, the proposed con­
stitutional amendment would 
have to be approved by more 
than half of those people vot­
ing. It would make only a state 
lottery permissible.

It could not appear on a bal­
lot until 1998, a year for a gu­
bernatorial election. □

Historical Commission trustees vote transfer of copyrights to SBHS
By Kim Medley
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern Baptist 
Historical Commission trustees voted 
during their annual meeting April 22 to 
transfer copyrights of the commission’s 
publications and videos to the Southern 
Baptist Historical Society after consul­
tation with the Baptist Sunday School 
Board.

In February 1995, the Program and 
Structure Study Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee released its “Covenant for a 
New Century” proposed restructuring 
of the SBC, which was approved by the 
Executive Committee and, in June, by 
messengers to the SBC annual meeting 
in Atlanta. According to the covenant, 
the Historical Commission is among 
several SBC agencies to be dissolved.

Slayden Yarbrough, commission in­

terim executive-director, met with Sun­
day School Board President James T. 
Draper Jr. and vice president Gene 
Mims in March to discuss the future of 
the commission’s pamphlet series, 
videotapes, and church history resource 
kit.

Mims outlined the Sunday School 
Board’s agreement in a March 21 letter 
to Yarbrough. The board agreed: (1) 
“the Southern Baptist Historical Soci­
ety should retain copyrights, invento­
ries, and distribution of all materials 
presently owned by the Historical Com­
mission”; (2) the SBHS would provide 
the BSSB with “materials concerning 
writing church histories in the local 
churches” (the BSSB will field these 
materials through the board’s media 
department and in media centers 
across the convention); and (3) repre­
sentatives from the SBHS and the 
BSSB’s church growth group will meet 

at least once each year to determine ap­
propriate historical information to be 
placed in the board’s publications.

During their annual meeting, His­
torical Commission trustees voted to 
transfer copyrights of the commission’s 
publications and videos, as well as a 
complete set of desktop publishing 
equipment, to the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society to continue the pub­
lishing of these resources.

“We’ve made some major accom­
plishments at the Historical Commis­
sion,” Yarbrough said of steps taken at 
the agency in regard to the Covenant 
for a New Century.

“We feel good about the direction of 
the Southern Baptist Historical Library 
and Archives; we’ve had good discus­
sions with the Council of Seminary 
Presidents. They have been very open 
to our suggestions.”

The Covenant for a New Century 

calls for the Southern Baptist Histori­
cal Library and Archives, currently 
owned by the Historical Commission, to 
become property of the Council of Semi­
nary Presidents.

Yarbrough told commission trustees 
that in some ways the SBHLA may ac­
tually be on better footing than it was 
with the Historical Commission, saying 
he believes there will be additional 
funding, filling of vacant staff positions, 
and “the personnel (of the SBHLA) that 
has played an important part will con­
tinue to play an important part.”

While Yarbrough said he is pleased 
with these outcomes, he admitted some 
things about the Historical Commis­
sion’s closure are more difficult, “like 
what is to be done with the people. Yet, 
I feel like and believe that when it’s all 
said and done, we will have treated our 
people in a kind and fair manner and 
done the very best we can for them.” □

Historical society to move to OBU
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The South­
ern Baptist Historical Society, 
birthed by the SBC Historical 
Commission more than 40 
years ago, is finding a new be­
ginning, at a time when the 
Historical Commission faces 
dissolution under the restruc­
turing of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

At its first annual meeting, 
Historical Society leaders re­
ported much to celebrate. In 
April 1995, it had only $6,000 
in its coffers. During its busi­
ness meeting this year, trea­

surer Albert Wardin of 
Nashville reported the society 
now has more than $91,000 to­
ward its goal of $150,000.

The society also selected 
Oklahoma Baptist University 
in Shawnee as its new home. 
Four Baptist schools, includ­
ing Carson-Newman Col­
lege, submitted proposals for 
hosting the SBHS.

During the same session 
members voted unanimously 
to elect Slayden Yarbrough, 
interim executive director of 
the Historical Commission and 
professor of religion at OBU, 
as the society’s new director. □

FMB to cut missionaries in Japan by 30 percent
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — To make 
additional resources available 
in areas of the world where 
Foreign Mission Board lead­
ers feel God is focusing their 
attention, the Southern Bap­
tist agency will reduce the 
number of missionaries in 
Japan over the next three 
years by about 30 percent.

Even with the cutbacks, 
the Japan mission will have 
about 120 missionaries and 
will be the FMB’s second- 
largest mission in the world, 

behind south Brazil.
The high cost of living and 

high inflation rate in Japan 
— dovetailed with the realiza­
tion that Christian growth 
there has plateaued at low 
levels — led agency officials to 
the conclusion that resources 
deployed there could produce 
significantly greater results in 
other countries.

The decision to “rightsize” 
the Japan mission reflects the 
board’s determination to ac­
complish strategic objectives 
by redeploying resources to 
both “harvest fields” and “The

Last Frontier.
Harvest fields are areas of 

the world where God is pro­
ducing an abundance of new 
Christians and churches. The 
Last Frontier refers to areas 
of the world where people 
have little or no access to the 
Gospel. Japan fits into neither 
category.

The action does not mean 
the FMB is not concerned for 
the lost people of Japan, said 
FMB administrator Avery 
Willis. It just means the re­
sources “would go so much 
further in other places.” □
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letters

* about letters 
to the editor

e Make it concise, no 
more than 250 words. 
Letters may be edited 
for length.

■ Name may be withheld 
for sufficient reason.
Include address and 
phone number.

■ Avoid personal attacks 
on the character or in­
tegrity of anyone.

■ Send original copy.
Form letters and “open” 
letters will not be pub­
lished.

r Only one letter in a 
three-months period per 
writer will be published.

■ If letter does not con­
form, it will be returned.

■ Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are 
not necessarily shared 
by the Baptist and Re­
flector and its staff. □

Book store answers
I am writing in response to 

the letter which appeared in 
the April 10 edition suggesting 
a possible political agenda in 
regard to product selection 
processes for Baptist Book 
Stores. I am glad to set the 
record straight. Following are 
some principles which guide 
our choices.

First, neither Baptist Book 
Stores nor the Sunday School 
Board endorse or promote any 
political candidates. We do of­
fer a variety of books which 
analyze political, ethical, and 
moral topics to assist Chris­
tians in understanding and re­

Daily Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
May

8 — Pray for George Pitts and his team of high school basketball 
players from Holston Association as they conduct clinics 
and share testimonies in Tarnow, Poland, in June.

9 — Pray for 10 volunteers to work in a children’s camp in Bia­
lystok, Poland, the first two weeks in July.

10 — Pray that the Lord will call six volunteers to lead a one-week 
youth evangelism campaign in August in Poznan, Poland.

11 — Pray for Ian and Sherri Buntain, Canadian foreign missionaries 
to Malaysia, who will be returning to the field in June.

12 — Pray for Maurice and Nancy Tenkink, Canadian foreign mis­
sionaries to Nigeria, who are returning to the field in May.

13 — Pray for Ken and Cathy Yinger, Canadian foreign missionaries 
to Chile, that they continue to be faithful to what God has for 
them to do there.

14 — Pray for Connie Taillon, wife of Garry Tailion, language and 
evangelism director for the CCSB. Health concerns.

sponding to these issues.
Second, the decision to car­

ry and promote The Campaign 
by Marilyn Quayle was consis­
tent with our ongoing mer­
chandising philosophy. It is a 

-well-written Christian fiction 
book supporting strong Christ­
ian values and distributed by a 
Christian publisher. It is not 
just a political murder mystery 
as the letter described it.

The decision regarding It 
Takes a Village by Hillary 
Clinton was equally consistent 
with our merchandising phi­
losophy. While the book ad­
dresses a subject of public in­
terest. there is nothing intrin­
sic to the book to identify it as 
a candidate for promotion in a 
Christian book store. We have 
not restricted our stores from 
carrying this book in stock or 
in making it available for spe­
cial orders. Our managers 
have freedom to make those 
decisions based on local de­
mand.

We are working hard to im­
prove the quality and service 
of Baptist Book Stores. As 
readers have questions or con­
cerns, I welcome the opportu­
nity to respond.

Mark Scott, vice president 
Retail Group, 

Baptist Sunday School Board 
Nashville 37234

North Carolina roots
In this bicentennial year for 

Tennessee, let it be remem­
bered that New Bern, N.C., 
was the first capital of what is 
now Tennessee. Tryon Palace, 
the capitol, was said to be the 
most beautiful building in 
Colonial America. It was built 
between 1767 and 1770. 
Named for Royal Governor 
William Tryon, the palace was 
home to two royal governors, 
Tryon and Josiah Martin.

Under statehood, Tryon 
Palace was the home of four 
governors of North Carolina. 
President George Washington 

enjoyed dining and dancing 
there April 21, 1791. The 
palace burned in 1798. It was 
restored to its original 
grandeur from 1952-59 by 
Maude Moore Latham of New 
Bern and Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Kellenberger of Greensboro.

The University of North 
Carolina was founded in 1789, 
before Tennessee became a 
state in 1796. It was the first 
such institution to serve what 
is now the state of Tennessee. 
James Knox Polk was a mem­
ber of the class of 1818.

From my hometown of New 
Bern in Craven County, N.C., 
the first Baptist missionaries 
came to Middle Tennessee, to 
Davidson County, and to 
Nashville. John Dillahunty 
was among those first Baptist 
ministers to establish our de­
nominational work here.

Owen Meredith Smaw 
Nashville 37212

Stop lottery push
I read in the April 10 issue 

of the Baptist and Reflector a 
disturbing article concerning 
the move to establish a lottery 
in Tennessee. I plead with 
readers to make extraordinary 
efforts to stop this move BE­
FORE it goes to a referendum.

Politicians will think that it 
is safe to “let the people de­
cide” on this issue, when it is 
their responsibility to protect 
their citizens from this re­
morseless crime. If it comes to 
public vote, the good people of 
Tennessee will be forced to 
mount a huge information 
campaign and spend millions 
of dollars if they hope to 
counter the lottery corpora­
tions and their barrage of false 
promises.

I was pastor for nine years 
in Valdosta, Ga., where we 
witnessed the lie and the after­
math first in Florida and now 
in Georgia. South Georgians 
saw the devastation to Flori­
da’s health and voted down the 

Helping churches in transitional communities
Ray Gilder, left, of the Tennessee Baptist Convention Missions 
Department, presents Rusty Sumrail of Nashville Association a 
certificate for completing PACT (Project: Assistance to Church­
es in Transitional Communities) training. Sumrall already has 
led two churches in Nashville Association in the project.

lottery with over 60 percent of 
the vote. But because the 
metro Atlanta area over­
whelmingly believed the false 
promises, all Georgians will 
have to suffer the long-term 
fate of becoming a lottery 
state.

On a daily basis Georgians 
are barraged with commercials 
and ads aimed at making them 
compulsive gamblers. The peo­
ple of Tennessee should under­
stand that for a lottery to work 
its creators must .constantly 
come up with innovative ways 
to create compulsive gamblers. 
They target teenagers and the 
poor. The biggest lines at the 
lottery counters are after wel­
fare checks go out.

Fve watched these lines in 
Valdosta and Augusta fill with 
the hurting who have no extra 
income to spend, but take food 
out of their families’ mouths 
for a shot at the dream. The 
highest paid bureaucrat in a 
‘lottery state” is not the gover­
nor, but the director of the lot­
tery. Along with a new staff of 
highly trained professionals, 
they turn every convenience 
store into a hangout for the 
hopeless. The government be­
comes the ruthless deceiver 
swindling people out of money.

“But it goes to education,” 
they will tell you. Every pro­
gram we have paid for out of 
lottery funds could have been 
operated on far less genuine 
tax revenue. Over half of all 
lottery proceeds go to promo­
tion, making a few people rich, 
and lining the pockets of gam­
bling corporations. Honest 
businesses suffer because dis­
posable income that used to 
buy clothes, food, or other 
goods pours down the black 
hole of the lottery — untaxed.

State lotteries should be 
fought with every ounce of 
strength you have. ... Get the 
message out and stay after 
your legislators.

Craig Bailey 
Beech Island, S.C. 29842

KB an 
occasional word

By Lonnie Wilkey, 
associate editor

The other foot
For many years I have 

“preached” against Little 
League or Dixie Youth base­
ball coaches who want to win 
at any cost; those who yell un­
mercifully at their kids; and 
those who give umpires a hard 
time.

Well, the 
shoe is on the 
other foot 
now. I still 
“preach” 
against it, but 
I see both 
sides now.

I am coach­
ing my daugh- WILKEY 
ter’s 9-10-year-
old baseball team. Fm not wor­
ried about winning at any cost. 
I’m just happy with a win once 
in a while.

On the other (umpire/par- 
ent) side of the fence it is easy 
to criticize youth coaches.

Now, that I see it from their 
side, I know a little bit better 
why some of them rant and 
rave. Now, that doesn’t make 
it right; I just see it from their 
perspective. I despise to see 
coaches verbally abusing their 
players.

It does get frustrating, how­
ever, to tell a player something 
over and over, have him or her 
look you in the eye and nod un­
derstanding, and then do the 
exact opposite. I have to re­
mind myself constantly that 
they are just kids and all they 
want to do is have fun.

And, as for the umpires, 
well I again have to remind 
myself over and over that they 
do the best they can and no 
one is perfect.

In a recent close game a call 
went against my team. I have 
a habit of leaving the dugout 
and going outside the fence 
when I have a strong urge to 
yell at the umpire. This helps 
to keep me out of trouble.

While I was outside I told a 
few of the coaches who were 
around that I didn’t particular­
ly like the call. One of those 
coaches was one I had thrown 
out of a game two years ago 
when I was umpiring. He 
looked at me, grinned, and 
said, “Now you know what 
we’ve been putting up with all 
these years.” I couldn’t help 
but laugh, agree, and return to 
the dugout.

Perspective is a wonderful 
thing. It is easy to judge; it is 
not so easy to look at things 
from another’s point of view.

As we press on with the sea­
son, I am going to try to keep 
all that in mind. It will give me 
something to do as I pace out­
side the fence. □
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editorial kk comment
Associations: busy people at work for Christ

around us and across the nation, we must 
do whatever it takes. We must do some­
thing new.

While not disparaging those who came 
before us, settling the frontiers and wit­
nessing as they moved westward, we 
know that the old, old story challenges us 
with new ways of telling it.

“New” means bold, risky, different per­
haps, and fresh.

Translating the new dreams is the 
work of the associations. In Tennessee 
there are 68 associations. These 68 
groups of churches are mobilized to meet 
the needs of the present and the un­
knowns of tomorrow. God has plans for

these Tennessee associations.
The best way to recognize our associa­

tions and their worth to the work of Jesus 
Christ, is to work together. Associations 
do not need or want accolades. Affirma­
tion, yes; but not applause.

There needs to be cooperative hard 
work to harness those new dreams. All of 
us have seen dreams come and go. We 
have seen the best and the worst of plans 
come to nothing.

But in this day, there is no time for 
failure. Associations have the organiza­
tion and the tools, the people and the 
prayers, to bring into reality every dream 
dreamed for God’s approval. □

Several associations of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention have more than 100 
churches each, while others have less 
than a dozen.

The numerically larger associations 
have some “mega churches,” but the 
smaller associations certainly do not.

The role of the association in the life of 
the TBC, and the role of the director of 
missions in the association, are the same 

regardless of size. But 
there are exceptions.

By Wm. All are important, vital
. , to the heartbeat of Baptist

Fletcher life in Tennessee, which is 
|f missions and ministry.

Allen, All do their work, with 
their unique flair and de- 

editor sign. But all do the work of 
Christ in the vineyard.

Associations, Tennessee 
Baptists, we salute you. We honor you 
during Associational Missions Week, May 
20-26, and we recognize the distinct role 
you have in kingdom work.

True to Baptist tradition, there is no 
“boss” in associations. In the association, 
churches relate as brothers and sisters in 
Christ, working together for the common 
goal of winning the lost, teaching and 
training, helping and healing within and 
without the local body of believers.

The theme for Associational Missions 
Week, May 20-26, is “Dream Something 
New.” It ties in with the Southern Baptist 
Convention Bold Mission Thrust theme, 
“Start Something New.”

Behind all this is the task that is al­
ways before Southern Baptists. To reach 
the lost, unchurched, and hurting people

"just 
for today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus i 

Eudora Church, Memphis

Start with a smile
St. Peter to a group of mice: 

“Do you need anything to 
make life here more enjoy­
able?” Mice: “Could we have 
some skates?” St. Peter, later, 
to some cats: “What would 
you like?” Cats: “Skates, to 
get around faster.” St. Peter 
to cats a few days later: “How 
is everything now?” Cats: 
“Fine. Thanks for the meals 
on wheels.”
Take this thought

What do you do with your 
extra conveniences and privi­
leges? Help others or exploit 
others? Wrapped in our own 
wishes and desires, we consti­
tute a mighty small package.
Memorize this Scripture

“We...that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to please our­
selves,” (Romans 15:1).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me to love peo­
ple and use things rather 
than loving things and using 
people. □

Mothers can be more than memories
We have no proof that Sheriff Andy 

Taylor’s Aunt Bea had been married, or 
that she was anyone’s mother.

But if we observe the depth of her love 
as she took care of Andy and Opie, we 
readily acknowledge she had the skills.

From quaint and sugary Aunt Bea, 
Mayberry’s mom for almost everyone, we 
learn that mothers aren’t perfect but they 
are very close to it.

We also learn that though Aunt Bea 
didn’t know everything, she did know how 
to ease a broken heart and turn sadness 
into joy. She scattered clouds and frowns 
with her own heaven-sent sunshine.

Real life mothers can be more than 
memories. All the characteristics that 
spell “mother” are gifts from God. And all 
the time shared and love imparted from 
mother to child comes from God’s love.

Next Sunday will be observed as Moth­
er’s Day. Of course it is not meant to be 
the only day for remembering and honor­
ing mother; but it is a special day.

Of course Biblical examples of mothers, 
as well as those mothers we know person­
ally exemplify the best in motherhood.

The lessons we learn and the love we 
receive from mothers are more than mem­
ories. It follows then that mothers are 
more than memories.

Children of all ages honor their moth­
ers best when those great memories be­
come life-shaping experiences. And for 
those young children who may not experi­
ence this kind of mother, there should al­
ways be someone to step in and do it.

Remember mothers) on Mother’s Day. 
Make it a grand occasion, not necessarily 
with gifts, but with love and memories. □

Importance of the mother
I want to express 

some thoughts 
about the impor­
tance of mother to 
the family. With 
the emergence of 
the Promise Keepers plan, the 
Christian community is being 
called back to the importance 
of dad in the family and the 
responsibility he has to pro­
vide for and protect his fami­
ly-

On the other hand, we may 
be losing our grip on the sig­
nificance of mother to the fam­
ily in some subtle but signifi­
cant ways.

In the 1940s and the follow­
ing two decades, it was the ex­
pected role of the mother to 
stay at home and take care of 
her children.

I can almost feel the tension 
that begins to rise for some 
women who read these words, 
for fear I am just another of 
those women-bashing chauvin­
ist who want to keep women 
“in their place.”

If I know my heart at all, 
this is not the case. I do, how­
ever, want to invite all of us to 
consider the irrefutable evi­
dence that is surfacing from 
research in developmental 
psychology that the first two 
years of a child’s life will, in

w families matter
By Paul Barkley, counselor and professor

BARKLEY

many ways, establish the foun­
dation for the rest of that 
child’s life. Confidence, compe­
tence, self-esteem, and many 
other facets of temperament 
are being indelibly formed dur­
ing these years.

The importance of 
being cared for in the 
home during these 
formative years has 
been proved many 
times.

I do not want to be 
misunderstood as say­
ing that one will be in 
danger of raising the 
next Charles Manson, Jim 
Jones, or David Koresh if 
mother is not present in the 
home during the first two 
years of the child’s life.

Studies do show, however, 
that the children who were 
cared for in their homes dur­
ing these years had more con­
fidence, competence, and self- 
esteem as adolescents.

I am grateful to my own 
mother for staying home with 
my brothers and me during 
these important years. I also 

value immensely 
the experience my 
own children had 
because their 
mother, my good 
wife, was able to 

stay at home with them until 
they began school.

I give the majority of the 
credit for the the good results 
of our “perfect” children to 
my wife’s efforts in staying 

with them while they 
were young.

Many mothers 
struggle with the con­
flict between their ma­
ternal desire to stay at 
home and the absolute 
necessity to go to work 
to provide family in­
come.

I truly believe God 
will honor your honest desire 
to provide for your family and 
help you develop quality time 
to enhance these attributes in 
your children in spite of the 
necessity of working outside 
the home.

My heart-felt desire today is 
to strike a blow for mothering 
and the way I experienced it in 
my own fife, and to encourage 
us as the Christian community 
to rethink our focus on priori­
ties and reset some of our 
goals for the family. □

at one 
word more

By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
editor

Life's like that

ALLEN

They say that you dwell 
more in the past as you grow 
older. That may be true, but 
they had better not accuse me 
of being over the hill.

Even though I do think 
about the past, it probably is 
good for me. The past is where 
I earned my experience for liv­
ing.

I have more past than I 
have future, you know, and 

the present 
goes by in a 
blur. But I am 
not limited by 
past experi­
ences, as long 
as I have 
someone to 
share them.

I remember
(ah, there is a good term) a 
comic strip from my teen 
years. It was called “Life’s 
Like That,” and it had some 
simple, comical homilies about 
life in general.

From the past, I often ap­
ply that term, life is like that.

For a few years now, Betty 
and I have been learning from 
Wesley, Jessie, Daniel, Ezra, 
and Graham, the South Car­
oling “grands” w’ho are close to 
our hearts.

Close to home, we learn 
from year-and-a-half old 
Michaela, and Matthew, the 
five-year-old brother.

We learn in rich, rare expe­
riences from each of them, the 
sharing of small things that 
become extraordinary.

What do we learn from 
these seven, from 11 to one 
and a half?

First, we learn it is easier 
to be a grandparent than a 
parent. We learn that grand­
parents get more immediate 
results from the learning than 
do the grandchildren.

Every moment with them is 
a precious, exciting adventure 
in life. The things we learn 
may be classified as minutiae 
in dictionaries, but are success 
stories because we personally 
know and love those from 
whom we learned.

We are learning the privi­
lege of generations and shared 
wisdom. We who have experi­
enced God see young ones do 
the same.

We are learning afresh the 
joy and newness of stars and 
fireflies, shadows and rain­
bows, jumping and learning to 
talk, catching a ball and mak­
ing an A on homework, reach­
ing out and touching life and 
God.

And we know, life is like 
that.
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Students do missions
For Baptist and Reflector

College spring break brings many 
images to mind — wild parties, sleep­
ing in, relaxing at home — but many 
Tennessee college students spent their 
week with an entirely different agenda.

Inner city missions, evangelism, and 
beach/resort outreach were just a por­
tion of the assignments tackled by stu­
dents and faculty/staff leaders.

The three Tennessee Baptist schools 
sent out large groups. Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, sent out the 
largest group at 167. Union University, 
Jackson, directed 133 students to the 
work. And Belmont University, Nash­
ville, sent out 40.

Overseas trips were among the ef­
forts. The Baptist Student Union at the 
University of Tennessee - Knoxville, 
sent a team to the Dominican Republic. 
And Carson-Newman College’s A Cap- 
pella Choir toured Austria for that na­
tion’s one-thousandth anniversary.

The Baptist and Reflector also re­
ceived reports from the Baptist Student 
Union at Dyersburg State Community 
College in Dyersburg and Tennessee 
Tech University in Cookeville.

Most of the teams worked through 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Stu­
dent Ministries Department.

Working in
the Dominican Republic

Seventy BSU students from UT-K 
worked in the Dominican Republic, re­
ported Bob Hall, BSU director.

The students worked on five teams. 
One group helped lead a camp for hear­
ing impaired children. A group worked 
with a Knoxville doctor and dentist to 
provide health care to residents. Stu­
dents helped build a church building. A 
sports group held baseball clinics for 
children. Students taught puppeteering 
and clowning to members of a church. 
Still others presented skits and songs 
to local groups.

The country is considered the third 
poorest country in the world, noted 
Hall.

Emily Haun, a senior majoring in 
music education, was surprised by the 
extreme poverty she observed. “It was a 
culture shock,” she said.

The poverty was confirmed by the 
health care volunteers. They treated 
1,000 patients. William Acuff, a physi­
cian, and Gibbs M. Prevost, a dentist, 

TRYING ON some clothes at 
the Baptist Center in Indi­
anapolis is a child with the 
help of Tennessee Tech stu­
dent Meredith Crabtree.

led the team. Students, some of whom 
were studying medicine, assisted.

Many of the people treated by the 
health care team were Haitians, said 
Hall. Because of extreme poverty, most 
never see doctors.

The teams took $20,000 in medical 
supplies, which they left for the resi­
dents as well as many other gifts like 
sports equipment.

The sports team also worked with 
large numbers — about 1,000 children.

The students who ministered 
through leading a deaf camp had spe­
cial experiences, Hall said. In the Do­
minican Republic, handicapped people 
often are isolated by their families. 
Many of the children who attended the 
camp had never been with other deaf 
children and didn’t know how to com­
municate well, he explained. Seeing 
those children learn from the camp ac­
tivities was rewarding, he added.

Haun, who has participated in simi­
lar trips to New Orleans, New York, 
and Costa Rica, said the trips bring her 
closer to God and show her just how 
much she takes for granted.

Jonathan Fant, a sophomore study­
ing animal science, spent the week 
pouring concrete floors for a new 
church building and for a house for the 
church’s pastor. He observed that the 
faith of the people in the Domini­
can Republic was great.

Union students spread out 
across the U.S.

The 133 students of Union 
University worked in nine loca­
tions. One team worked in Ten­
nessee — in Appalachia.

“It was an incredible year; the 
Lord opened up a lot of ministry 
opportunities for us,” Terri Ko- 
zlowitz, Union’s interim director 
of students ministries, said. “God 
challenged and changed every­
body who volunteered in a spe­
cial way.”

While the teams were able to 
rejoice over their successes, stu­
dents also learned to look to 
God in moments of apparent 
failure.

“A lot of things did not go at 
all like we’d planned,” said Jason 
Logan, who worked in Galveston, 
Texas. “Still, we learned to seek 
God’s will for our team and, 
through relying on him, found 
some really great opportunities 
to share Christ with people who 
really need him.”

WITNESSING to a homeless man under a pier on a Galveston, 
Texas, beach is Jason Logan of Union University.

work on spring break
TTU team works at 

Baptist Center
A group of 33 students from Ten­

nessee Technological University, 
Cookeville, worked at the Metropolitan 
Baptist Center in Indianapolis, Ind.

The students did construction work, 
reorganized a filing system, and dis­
tributed food and clothing. The stu­
dents also visited homes and other resi­
dences to invite people to a new congre­
gation which resulted in students con­
ducting street evangelism.

Team members also formed music 
and creative ministries groups and led 
worship services in the community.

C-N students report gains
The 167 students at Carson-New­

man College who did spring break work 
formed 12 teams. In Tennessee teams 
worked in Benton, Chattanooga, 
Franklin, and Nashville.

Nenette Measels, associate campus 
minister, reported the number of par­
ticipants was one of the school’s high­
est. The reports have been good, she 
said. “The students say they learned 
about spiritual growth and disciple- 

. ship, gained a greater appreciation of 
their Christian homes, and developed 
an understanding of the tremendous 
needs of people in the world,” she re­
ported.

HELPING A CHILD during a game in Galve­
ston, Texas, is Tiffany Stehle of Union Uni­
versity. The students led a Backyard Bible 
Club there.

TENNESSEE TECH students, from left, Bret 
Aune, Melissa Johnson, and Eric Renner 
work on a ceiling at the Baptist Center in In­
dianapolis, Ind.

SCRAPING a church building in New Orleans, La., in preparation 
for paint are, Brandon Teeftaller. left, and Susan Parks of Union 
University.

Belmont provides service
Two teams of students from Belmont 

University worked during spring break. 
A BSU group of 27 worked with Ap­
palachian Outreach of Campbellsville 
College in Campbellsville, Ky. Another 
project was designated a community 
service activity and was open to anyone 
on campus who wished to volunteer. 
Thirteen students joined that team and 
cleared a site for a proposed YMCA day 
camp in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., which 
was damaged by a hurricane.
Dyersburg College sponsors team

Ten BSU members of Dyersburg 
State Community College ministered in 
Panama City, Fla. The students joined 
some 400 students participating in 
Beachreach ’96. They focused on wit­
nessing to people.

Will Holland, an elementary educa­
tion major, said during the trip God 
told him to witness to a young woman 
who was in the company of two men. 
Holland did. She committed her life to 
God and her friend did also, Holland 
said. He said he continues to pray for 
the salvation of the other. □ — Con-
tributing to this story were Angela Rich of 
UT-K's The Daily Beacon and Keith Cur­
rey of Union University.
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Has written l^SOO^Iys articles

Jackson pastor's wife ministers through the written word
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — Carolyn Tom­
lin always wanted to be a 
writer but didn’t quite think 
she had what it took.

“I thought it (writing) was 
something special that came to 
just a few people,” said Tomlin, 
whose husband, Matt, is pastor 
of Ward’s Grove Church. She 
soon found out differently.

In 1988 the former college 
professor and now kinder­
garten teacher attended her 
first writer’s conference at the 
Baptist Sunday School Board 
in Nashville.

There she met editors and 
made contacts and ended up 
getting a contract to write an 
article for Living With Pres­
choolers.

That was just the begin­
ning. Though she wonders why 
it took her so long to get start­
ed Tomlin is well aware 
“things happen in God’s time.”

Since that first conference 
Tomlin has written some 
1,300 articles for about 115 
magazines including BSSB, 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
and Brotherhood Commission 
periodicals.

She normally writes three 
to four articles a week and 
usually has about 25 out at all 
times.

And while Baptist publica­

tions are her primary target, 
Tomlin has written for other 
denominational publications.

Many of her topics are fami­
ly-related and do not have to 
be geared to a particular de­
nomination, Tomlin said. “I try 
to deal with things all parents 
have questions about,” she 
said.

Her writing also spans be­
yond religion. “I have a wide 
variety of things I enjoy,” she 
noted, including “how to” arti­
cles, gardening, travel, and 
recipes. She even has written 
articles on exploring caves and 
race car driving.

“Writing about what you 
know limits you. I enjoy writ­
ing about other things and do­
ing research,” she explained.

Yet, most of her writing 
does center around religious 
and family life.

Writing is a “ministry,” 
Tomlin affirmed. “I’ve had so 
many people tell me how one of 
articles touched their life in a 
certain way.”

Matt Tomlin is proud of his 
wife’s accomplishments. The 
long-time Tennessee pastor 
and former Tennessee Baptist 
Children’s home administra­
tor, admits he “probably brags 
too much” about his wife.

“I am extremely proud of 
what she has done and contin­
ues to do,” he said.

The pastor noted his wife

MATT TOMLIN, pastor of Ward’s Grove Church, Jackson, is proud 
of the accomplishments of his wife, Carolyn, a kindergarten teacher 
who ministers to people through her writing.

reaches thousands of people 
through her writing which is 
“far more than I can reach 
through my preaching.”

Tomlin assists his wife’s 
writing in two ways, he said.

“I encourage her and try to 
stay out of her way,” he 
laughed.

Carolyn Tomlin is grateful 
for her husband’s support be­
cause writing is time consum­
ing. “Matt realizes writing 
takes time,” she acknowledged.

In addition to writing she 
spends considerable time read­

ing and doing research.
A person must have a pas­

sion for writing, Tomlin ob­
served.

The hardest part about 
writing for her is when to stop, 
she said, noting it is not a 
chore to sit down at the com­
puter and begin typing away.

“Writing is fun, enjoyable, 
and pleasurable. That attitude 
has helped me be more produc­
tive,” she said.

In addition to writing and 
researching Tomlin has had to 
learn marketing skills. “There 

is a lot to learn. You have to 
know how to sell yourself,” she 
said.

“There is a lot of work in­
volved. I spend as much time 
finding a market as I do 
preparing to write, she said.

Now that she is an accom­
plished writer, Tomlin enjoys 
sharing tips with other would 
be writers.

She has been back to the 
BSSB writer’s conference every 
year since her first one and 
last year was the featured 
speaker at the banquet.

A teacher by profession, 
sharing with others about 
writing comes naturally for 
Tomlin. “One of my joys is 
teaching other people to write,” 
she said.

And though it is fun, writ­
ing does bring with it a certain 
amount of responsibility, Tom­
lin acknowledged.

“I ask myself, ‘Am I doing 
the best job possible so that it 
(her writing) may have a posi­
tive effect on people?’ ” she said.

Unlike the ministry of her 
husband which deals with the 
spoken word, her ministry is 
different. “Once it is printed, it 
is in stone,” she said.

And while she gets paid for 
her articles, it is her passion 
for writing and not the money 
that keeps her motivated.

“I would write even if I 
didn’t get paid,” she affirmed. □

Memphis churth promotes home
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — While Kenny Rains 
was a staff member of the Brotherhood 
Commission here, he helped plan the 
Master Planning Guide for Season of 
Home Missions. After he became associ­
ate pastor at Faith Church, Bartlett, he 
decided to see if the plans worked.

The purpose of the guide is to get 
church leaders involved in leading the 
emphasis and to provide planning for 
all areas of the emphasis — Annie 

PLAYING IN A MUD VOLLEYBALL tournament, which was called 
Muddin' for Missions,’ are members of the student ministry of Faith 
Church, Bartlett.

Armstrong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions, Home Mission Study, Week 
of Prayer, and Home Missions Day in 
Sunday School, said Rains, who also 
was Royal Ambassador director for the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

At Faith Church a cross-section of 
leaders were involved in planning the 
eight-week emphasis through the 
Church Missions Development Commit­
tee, which includes representatives of all 
missions organizations.

The church’s emphasis included a 
variety of events. One activity was 

“Muddin’ for Missions,” a mud volley­
ball tournament led by the church’s 
student ministry group to raise funds 
for the offering. The student group also 
worked at Brinkley Heights Baptist 
Center in Memphis.

Although the volleyball event was 
not in the Master Planning Guide or the 
other helps provided by the Woman’s 
Missionary Union, it was an outgrowth 
of the ideas, explained Rains.

Church members responded well, 
said Rains, even developing two new 
church ministries during the emphasis.

LEADERS OF THE CHURCH, which is just three years 
old, receive the Eagle Award for Sunday School growth 
April 21 from Roy Miller of the TBC. The leaders are Bill 
Essary, left, and Keith Hughes, Sunday School directors. 
The SS has grown from 146 members to 965 in two and a 
half years.

missions
A nursing home ministry was started 
along with an effort to help families 
with members who have emotional, 
physical, or mental needs.

Faith Church overgave its Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering goal of 
$3,000 which had been doubled from 
the previous year. Church members 
gave $4,327. However, the church has 
grown from 652 Sunday School mem­
bers last year at this time to 965 this 
year. The church’s growth has resulted 
in it receiving the Eagle Award from 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention Sun­
day School Department.

The more usual activities of the mis­
sions emphasis included a missionary 
speaker from Montana, who spoke to 
youth, Royal Ambassadors, Girls in Ac­
tion and an evening worship crowd. The 
Home Missions Study was held for all 
age groups. A Week of Prayer video was 
used during worship services. A visual 
tracking system for the offering, a ther­
mometer, was projected in the sanctu­
ary'. RAs and GAs raised funds through 
an associational hike. And the pastor, 
Danny Sinquefield. introduced the em­
phasis through a sermon.

Rains expects church members will be­
come more involved in missions as time 
passes as a result of the emphasis. J
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. He hath sent me to 
heal the brokenhearted ..." 

(Luke 4:18 kjv)

Mend
Broken
Hearts
By 
Giving 
To
The
Mother’s
Day 
Offering
on
May 12

Statewide 
Goal

$1,215,000

Lauren cries softly to herself as she pulls 
the blanket over her head. Tonight, she’s staying 
in a different house — again. Though her sister 
lies sleeping beside her in the small bed, she feels 
very much alone.

She hasn’t seen her father in months. Lauren, 
her sister and two brothers have been shuttled 
from foster home to foster home because her 
mother, with no job and a dependency on alcohol, 
is unable to properly care for them. Before the 

four siblings were removed from the home, 
Lauren had known how it felt to be hungry, 
beaten, and even sexually abused.

I Mother’s Day is a heartbreaking time for 
B Lauren and many of the children at Tennessee 
® Baptist Children’s Homes. They will not see 

their maternal mother for Mother's Day or 
any time soon. Hopefully we can provide 
as much love and understanding possible 

to help them through this special day. 
Like Jesus we want to mend the hearts of 

the precious children in our care.
| You can help change the hurt in 

young lives such as Lauren’s. You 
can become a part of mending 

broken hearts through the 
Mother’s Day Offering. This 
once-a-year gift of love provides 

one-third of our annual operat­
ing budget. It gives us the 
means to accept more 

needy children into our care and 
provides you an opportunity to join with us in 
ministry to them.

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes is a 
place for the brokenhearted. With your help, it is 
our job to try and mend these hurting young lives.
We depend on you because we accept no govern­
ment money. Our primary purpose is to instill in

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
A Benevolent Ministry of the Tennessee Baptist Convention

Owned and operated by the 2,900-plus churches of the Tennessee Baptist Convention. We offer care 
care, counseling, and spiritual guidance to the abused, neglected and abandoned children of Tennessee. 
Programs include residential care, foster home care, adoption service, alternative homes for unwed 
mothers, boys ranch for troubled youth, GENESIS ministry for emotionally troubled girls, emergency 
placement services, independent living programs, and family counseling. There are nine locations 
across the state with 30 homes.

Central Office
5001 Maryland Way • P. O. Box 728 (37024) 

Brentwood, TN 37027 
1-800-624-8591

Dr. Gerald L. Stow 
President / Treasurer

A Tradition of Caring since 1891
(Adv.)

children a lasting faith in Jesus without restric­
tions from the government. We believe Christ is 
the healer of broken hearts.

This ministry goes beyond the walls of the 
buildings on our campuses and beyond the bound­
aries of its' nine locations across the state. This 
ministry is your opportunity to get involved. The 
Mother's Day Offering can be your part in reach­
ing out and having an active role in the ministry 
ofTBCH.

As you focus on the special loved ones in 
your life on Mother's Day, please remember that 
there are children still searching for someone to 
love them. Please pray for children like Lauren at 
the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home and pray 
for the staff who nurtures them. Your prayers of 
encouragement and gifts of love through the 
Mother's Day Offering will help us, through 
Jesus, mend broken hearts.
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TenneScene ok the people, th&ir work
the leaders

■ Fred E. A. Johnson will 
retire as pastor of Grace 
Church, Nashville, effective 
Dec. 31, 1996. Johnson has 
served the church as pastor for 
over 2J years. In January he 
retired as chaplain in the Air 
National Guard for 27 years. 
He held the rank of colonel. 
Grace Church has named 
Johnson pastor emeritus, a 
role he will hold upon retire­
ment. He is looking forward to 
serving in short-term ministry 
and mission work.

■ First Church, Bethel 
Springs, has called Cliff Vines 
as youth director, effective 
May 1.

■ Bellevue Church, Nash­
ville, has called Mike Ray 
Shelton as pastor, effective 
April 28. He was pastor of Cen­
tral Church, Hendersonville. 
He also has served as pastor of 
Shoals Church, Shoals, Ind., 
and interim minister of youth, 
First Church, Murfreesboro. 
He is a graduate of Belmont 
University, Nashville, and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
where he is continuing his 
studies.

the churches

■ First Church, Lexing­
ton, held revival April 14-19. 

Rapha's Eighth 
Annual Luncheon 
at SBC Pastors'

Conference
Featuring Dr. Adrian Rogers 
“The Pastor and His Family”
Also featuring Dr. Ike Reighard, Emcee; Dr. James T. Draper, President, Sunday

School Board; Bruce Cook, President of Rapha.
Pastors and Spouses are cordially invited to this complimentary luncheon during 

the SBC Pastors’ Conference.

Monday, June 10, 1996 • 12:00 Noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Hyatt Regency New Orleans — Regency Ballroom

Henry Linginfelter, evangelist 
of Alcoa, and Julian Suggs of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, led it. Eight people joined 
the church and 29 made pro­
fessions of faith.

■ Highland Park Church, 
Jackson, has extra tickets for 

, the May 24-25 Promise Keep­
ers Conference in Atlanta. Call 
Jerr>? Eggenberger at (901) 
422-5171, if interested.

■ Central Church, Hix­
son, hosted an Awaken Ameri­
ca Rally May 6 led by Ronnie 
W. Floyd, pastor, First Church, 
Springdale, Ark. Worship will 
be led by a team from the Ar­
kansas church.

■ First Church, Nash­
ville, is helping Salem Mis­
sionary Church, Humboldt, 
whose building was destroyed 
by fire Dec. 30. The Nashville 
church responded to a newspa­
per story about the disaster. It 
has sent furnishings and chil­
dren’s educational supplies to 
help the church. The Hum­
boldt congregation is meeting 
in a store building. Also, the 
Nashville congregation has 
sent $3,876 to the congrega­
tion.

■ Brace Church, Sum- 
mertown, held a camp meet­
ing revival April 14-26. Floyd 
“Lammie” Lammersfeld and 
David Thorton led it. Twenty- 
two people made professions 
of faith and a total of 60 peo­
ple made spiritual decisions. 
Nine local churches provided

PASTOR KEN CLAYTON, left, 
of Tulip Grove Church, Old 
Hickory, presents a plaque to 
member Ward Moore in recog­
nition of Moore’s 100th birthday. 
Moore also was given a birth­
day cake during the April 21
morning worship service to 
commemorate the event.

music during the event.

■ Cumberland Associa­
tion held its semi-annual 
meeting April 29. About 130 
messengers from 26 churches 
attended. They heard reports 
by associational leaders and by 
Tami Fraley who represented 
the Clarksville Alternative 
Home for Unwed Mothers. 
Messengers voted to accept the 
Korean Church into the fellow­
ship. It has been a mission of 
New Providence Church, 
Clarksville, and Northside 
Church, Clarksville.

Dr. Adrian Rogers 
Pastor 

Bellevue Baptist Church 
Cordova, Tennessee

POSING IN FRONT OF A CONTAINER filled with aid for Western 
Ukraine are, from left, Pierce McIntyre of Nashville; Hala Onishko of 
Nashville, who is from the Ukraine; and Dixie and Gary Hines, who 
are members of Brook Hollow Church, Nashville, and who lead Cor­
nerstone International Ministries. The church served as the collec­
tion site for the six-month effort. Baptist Hospital, of which McIntyre 
is a trustee, provided a portable x-ray unit for a hospital in Boryslav, 
Ukraine, and other equipment. First Church, Henderson, also 
helped lead the project.

■ the schools

■ Katharine Bryan, execu­
tive director of Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
received the Algernon Sydney 
Sullivan Award from Carson- 
Newman College, Jefferson 
City, during its May 11 com­
mencement ceremonies. The 
award is presented annually to 
a person who “evidences a spir­
it of love and helpfulness to all 
mankind,” the college reported. 
She is an alumna of the school.

■ Lynn Alexander, assis­
tant professor of education at 
Carson-Newman College, 
was awarded the national 
Lane Bryant Award, which 
recognizes community service, 
for her historic preservation ef­
forts in East Tennessee. It was 
presented during the May 11

BAPTISTS GOING UNDER!
Tour AustratiaiSew Zealand and share in

Discovery Down Coder 96
Juh 5-19., *961-Wav lour SU) Vcf' 

RtKk'Ouihuck I ireji Barner ’
Red Auckland AND M< >RL’ FEW SEATS

LEET! Call today!!

Romantic!! Cruise Caribbean on ihv I all 
*96 Couples I nnchmcnl Soul Matey 

Cruise/Seminar wuh hosts Radner A Selma 
Wilson. Mh cm her 14. ’96 < all Now k» 

renew mlimacv wiih sour male' To Urmia 
call Christian Outfitters Travel it 

1303) 370-0288. 

commencement service to her 
husband since Alexander is ill.

■ deaths

■ Olin D. Richards of 
Thomaston, Ga., resident man­
ager of Camp Linden from 
1969-74, died April 22. 
Richards is survived by his 
wife and four sons, including 
Jerre Richards of Franklin and 
Steve Richards of Brentwood. 
Memorial contributions can be 
made to Trinity Baptist 
Church Cancer Care Fund in 
Thomaston, Ga.

■ Normal M. Watson, 74, 
of Maryville, died recently. He 
was a retired pastor who still 
did supply work in churches. 
He had served churches in 
Monroe, Hamblen, and Blount 
counties. Watson is survived 
by his wife of 54 years, Roberta 
Bain Watson of Maryville and 
a son. Memorial donations can 
be made to Notchy Creek 
Church, Madisonville, or the 
Gideon Living Memorial.

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CARO UN A 27282

— PEW — 
UPHOLSTERING
1 (800) 523-9058

NC 1 (800) 222-7895
REFINISHING

Houseparents
Seeking qualified applicants for housepa­
rents at residential care program. Chris­
tian couples to work in boys’ cottage 
Must be 21 years old, high school diplo­
ma, or GED. Health and life insurance, 
retirement and apartment provided for 
days oft. Interested parties contact Tim 
Tharp, Baptist Children’s Homes, P.O. 
Box 579, Carmi. IL 62821 or call (618) 
382-4164

Seating is limited. RSVP in writing by 
May 31 by fax at 817-545-2731 or mail to:
Dr. Freddie Gage, P. O. Box 156
Euless, TX 76039

Rapha
Giniatfly Prcfessional. l^stmditdy (Mian

Position Openings
Executive Board Staff, TBC, Baptist Center, Brentwood

Secretary, Discipleship Training Department
Accounting Specialist, Accounting Department

For information and application, call:
Human Resources Department, TBC, (615) 371-2013
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BSSB unveils 'LeaderCare' for pastors, church staff in crisis
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — “Leader- 
Care,” a strategy to provide a 
network of help for pastors and 
staff in crisis, has been an­
nounced by the Baptist Sunday 
School Board, along with a re­
alignment of the agency’s pas­
tor-staff leadership depart­
ment.

According to Mike Miller, 
director of the board’s church 
leadership services division, 
LeaderCare will provide re­
sources and a network for help 
in personal crisis prevention, 
intervention, and restoration 
for pastors, other church staff, 
and their families.

To facilitate processes for 
LeaderCare and other work of 
the pastor-staff leadership de­
partment, Miller said a re­
alignment of the department’s 
work became effective May 1 
with three sections — personal 
development, professional de­
velopment, and resource devel­
opment — providing services 
to pastors and staff persons.

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY in 
Eureka Springs, Ark! $31 Group 
package includes the Best ($13) 
tickets, plus fun, lodging & 
meals! Where One Call Does It 
ALL: KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM 
RESORT, (501) 253-8418.

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST’
Age S 100.000 S25O.O00
50 1-1.61 24.50
60 22.14 43.31
70 49.00 110.47

Please call Roy Napier (Knoxville, TN) 
Toll Free 1-800-274-0776 • 9-9 Moa-SaL

Jackson National Life, Lansing, Ml. Rated A (Excel­
lent) by A.M. Best. Yearly Renewable Tenn to age 
100 - Choice form 4L1692 Preferred, Non-toba«o 
rate. Above premiums are first year only. Premiums 
increase annually to age 100. Preferred; Female rales 
illustrated above. Please call for other ages and Male 
rates.

CHURCH STEEPLES
• BAPTISTRIES

• BAPTISTRY WATER 
HEATERS

Available in 20’ to 33’ models 
(12 to 38 Passenger, New and Used)

Church Buses
• We rent new buses!
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615) 371-6180

The State Convention of Baptists in Indiana is seeking a 
recently retired couple to accept a two-year commitment 
as full-time Mission Service Corps. The volunteers serve 
as statewide church music and childhood education co­
ordinators. Housing, travel expenses, and a small stipend 
provided. For more information, contact Gary Bearce, 
Church Development Director, at (317)241-9317.

Managing the personal de­
velopment section, where ma­
jor focus will be on Leader­
Care, will be Brooks Faulkner, 
a 31-year board employee and 
longtime consultant with min­
isters. Working with him will 
be Norris Smith and Neil 
Knierim, both of whom are 
widely known in work with 
pastors and other church staff 
persons. Linda Miniard, a field 
service planning and projects 
coordinator in the ministry 
leadership and development 
department, will assume a 
newly created position to work 
with women on church staffs.

BAPTISTRIES\
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-8OO-25I-O679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
35H HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

Wanted
Well maintained room dividers 
tracked or free standing. Can remove 
and/or transport. Call Ken Williams 
(205) 486-4461 (W): (205) 221-5728 
(H); or Arley Baptist Church, (205) 
384-4667

Exciting Career 
in Christian Retailing

Excellent salary and benefit 
package available. Qualifica­
tions must include: four-year 
college degree or comparable 
business experience, outstand­
ing leadership, computer skills, 
strong vision for the future, and 
an active role in a Southern 
Baptist church.

Send resume to: 
Retail Store Operations Dept.

Attn: David Tiller
127 Ninth Avenue North 

Nashville, TN 37234-0121
or fax to (615) 251-3622

BAPTlSjJ^OOK STORES 
LIFEWAY >^HRISTIAN STORES

owned and operated by the 
Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

LeaderCare resources and 
services will be provided in 
partnership with state conven­
tions, associations, and other 
minister support groups, tak­
ing advantage of established 
quality sources for help, as ap­
propriate, rather than dupli­
cating efforts.

“We do not envision our­

People Sharing Jesus 
is nowavailable.

Areyou?
Now you can make sharing Jesus part of your everyday life. Naturally. 

Effectively. Simply. Sensitively. Right where you live, work, and play.
People Sharing Jesus is a breakthrough process by Darrell W. 

Robinson, head of evangelism for the Home Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention since 1989. People Sharing Jesus isn’t about 
gimmicks or manipulation. It’s about sharing the joy and faith you’ve 
found in Christ. Without guilt, anxiety, or awkwardness.

People Sharing Jesus is available at your local Christian bookstore in
book form, abridged audio 
tapes, audio seminar, 
dramatized video, leader’s 
guide, and special New 
Testament edition. It’s 
everything you and your 
church need to build 
confidence, knowledge, 
and inspiration for 
sharing Christ. Just as 
your Father intended.

Available now at your 
local Baptist Book Store or 
any Christian bookstore.

selves as doing this ministry 
alone,” said BSSB President 
James T. Draper Jr. “Wherev­
er there may be resources, we 
see ourselves as partners. This 
is far too significant for us to 
take ownership. I don’t believe 
any one of us can do it. I be­
lieve we’re going to have to tap 
every resource in the Southern' 

Darrell W. Robeson 
Foreword by Billy Graham

Baptist Convention. We want 
to help mesh together and 
maximize our resources.”

Draper said the SBC needs 
to find ways to prevent situa­
tions in which pastors “hit the 
wall from being fired or from 
ethical or moral breakdown. 
We are a convention of discour­
aged ministers.” □

^Darrell Robinson, whose pastor’s heart is clear and resounding, 

has expressed most helpfully in this book the basic features of a spontaneous witness 
for our living Lord. I recommend People Sharing Jesus to all who are experiencing God, 

and have an inner desire to bear witness to others. 77
— Henry T. Blackaby, Author, ExperiencingGod
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n Sunday School lesson commentary

Life and Work Series 
for May 1 2 

Focal Passage:
II Thessalonians 1:3-12

Trust God
By L. Joseph Rosas III

We enjoy the privileges of religious liberty in 
America. However, many Christians around the 
world face persecution, imprisonment, and even 
death. Our God is just and will ultimately be vin­
dicated. Our confidence in God should encourage 
faithfulness even in the midst of difficulties.

Perseverance is possible (w. 3-4). Writing 
from Corinth several weeks after sending his first 
letter, Paul opens with a greeting similar to that 
of I Thessalonians. He adds “our” to his descrip­
tion of God as Father indicating his unity as a 
brother in Christ with this beloved congregation. 
Paul continues with words of gratitude and com­
mendation. Paul saw a deepening relationship to 
God on display in their lives. Their relationship to 
God had a positive and practical consequence in 
their relationship with each other. They could 
take encouragement from the fact their example 
was a testimony to others. Their faith endured 
through trial and tribulation as well as in the 
good times.

God will act on behalf of his people (w. 5- 
7). They were not immune to suffering. Indeed, it 
was the necessary crucible that refined and 
proved their faith. The fact they had remained 
faithful was evidence of God’s continuing grace in 
their lives. Just as they had faithfully trusted 
him through times of difficulty, they could also 
rest assured they would ultimately be vindicated. 
God will pay back those who trouble you and give 
relief to the troubled. God’s justice will be 
revealed at the time of Christ’s return. Jesus will 
come in blazing fire, a reference to judgment that 
both destroys what is bad and purifies that which 
is good.

God will treat everyone justly (w. 8-10). 
Those who are outside the pale of God’s grace who 
do not know God and do not obey the Gospel will 
be punished with everlasting destruction or a 
state of complete ruin in which all that is worth­
while in life ends forever. The ultimate agony of 
this punishment will be full and final separation 
from God. Believers can look forward with antici­
pation to being glorified.

God’s power is available through prayer 
(w. 11-12). “With this in mind” — the return of 
Christ (the judgment of the lost and the vindica­
tion of the people of God), Paul finds encourage­
ment to pray. Paul prayed constantly or literally 
in every circumstance and situation in life. The 
fact they were called by God is the basis for both 
their worthiness and their continued faithfulness. 
God’s power was the key to energizing their good 
intentions. We often pray with mixed or selfish 
motives like the man who said, “Lord bless me, 
my brother and no other.” Paul was motivated to 
pray in order that God might be honored and the 
Lord Jesus glorified in and through the lives of 
his saints.

Christians today can draw upon the grace of 
God through prayer. Prayer is our mightiest spiri­
tual weapon. It can never be taken forcefully from 
the believer. We may not suffer the persecution 
experienced at times in the past or in some parts 
of the world today, but we should be in the habit 
of praying for those who endure persecution for 
their faith. Further, we all face the challenges of 
life. Ultimately our faith will be tested by difficul­
ties. Suffering is a reality that can be endured 
only by the continuing grace of God and our con­
tinued faithfulness to him. May each of us appro­
priate “the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” □ — L. Joseph Rosas III is pastor of Union 
Avenue Church, Memphis.

Teachings about loving enemies
Convention Uniform Series 

for May 12 
Focal Passage: 

Matthew 5:38-48

By Kevin Goza

All will admit that this 
selection from the Sermon 
on the Mount is highly rele­
vant. Interpersonal conflict 
is on every hand. How do 
we deal with our tempta­
tions to retaliate against people who insult us?

Jesus first addresses retaliatory actions (vv. 38-42). 
The Latin term “Lex Talionis” describes a law which 
was in place that provided for legal justice. The pur­
pose for such a law was to prevent overly severe pun­
ishment. “Eye for an eye” describes punishment which 
would have been equal to the crime. The human ten­
dency is to go too far in the punishment process.

Jesus disallowed overly harsh punishment. While 
our Lord does not deny that the law of retaliation is a 
valid principle, he does insist on a higher principle: 
Christian kindness should transcend human retribu­
tion.

The directive is to resist the evil person, even when 
they openly insult you. When one was struck on the 
right cheek (v. 39), it usually meant that a right-hand­
ed person used the back of their hand to strike anoth­
er on the face. A back-handed slap was considered a 
terrible insult by the Jewish person. The purpose of 
offering the other cheek is to break the chain of action­
reaction by which most of the world lives.

The Law required that one give their inner garment 
in settlement of a claim. Jesus said one should go 
beyond the requirement — give the outer garment as 
well. The Law required that if a Roman soldier called 
on you to carry military equipment, you were only 
obligated for one mile. Jesus said to carry the load two 
miles. Imagine the shock experienced by the soldier 
who had conscripted the individual to carry his equip­
ment. If one should ask for a favor, Jesus said to go 
beyond what would be expected in attempting to help.

With every situation, Jesus called for more intense

Warning and encouragement
By Tom Moncrief

God called to Zechariah’s atten­
tion Joshua, the high priest, who 
was standing before an angel. To his 
right stood his accuser. Whatever 
the charge, the Lord brings the ver­
dict of not guilty and rebukes the 
accuser.

This setting follows the way of 
settling a dispute by having the 
accusation made “before the Lord.” 
Usually they would stand before the 
priest, but in this case the high 
priest is being accused and they 
stand before the Lord’s messenger, 
an angel.

The accusation is out of place as 
shown by the Lord who hath chosen 
Jerusalem ... (v. 2). He had moved 
beyond judgment revealed by the 
exile and had now turned to his peo­
ple in mercy and comfort. Referring 
to Joshua as “a brand plucked out of 
the fire” also confirms this.

As the accuser brought charges 
against God’s servant, similar situa­
tions develop today. Who of us has 
not known of some servant of the 
Lord who has been accused of 
wrong-doing? Whenever accusations 
are unfounded and out of place a 
servant’s ministry may still be 
destroyed. Human nature seems to 
delight in believing something bad 
more than something good. Perhaps 
a reminder of “Touch not mine 
anointed, and do my prophets no 
harm” (Psalm 105:15) is in order. 

Joshua was accepted before God and 
his filthy clothes of contrition and 
fasting were replaced with fresh 
clothes. Tragically, the crushed rep­
utation caused by false accusations 
are more lasting then filthy gar­
ments which can be removed.

God shows his acceptance of 
Joshua by telling him if he is gen­
uinely dedicated to the Lord rather 
than worshiping idols and will fulfill 
instructions for worship then God 
will use him and bless him. Joshua 
and those with him are referred to 
as “men wondered at.” This word is 
the same as in “signs and wonders” 
in Exodus where it refers to works 
which witness to the work of God. In 
that light, Joshua and his fellows 
are seen as witnesses to God’s sav­
ing work. The statement refers to 
“God’s decisive act” and gives direc­
tion to the prophecy. They were to 
see this against the background of 
God’s bringing his servant the 
branch. This evidently points beyond 
the immediate to the Messiah.

The angel showed Zechariah that 
Joshua and Zerubbabel would be 
used of the Lord to complete the task 
of rebuilding the temple. This would 
be accomplished, however, only by

self-sacrifice. The follower of 
Jesus is to reject all behavior 
which is strictly retaliatory, 
and must work toward creat­
ing positive relationships 
with those who cause prob­
lems or bring harm. Jesus 
was radical for his day, and 

many would see his teaching equally radical for our 
day. However, it is critically important for those with­
out Christ to see a qualitative difference in the way 
Christians respond to evil in the world.

Verses 43-48 show how some misquoted the Law to 
allow for hatred. Leviticus 19:18 says, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” However, it does not say 
“and hate your enemey.” Hatred of enemies was a 
common practice in Jesus’ day, promoted on the 
assumption that somewhere the Scriptures provide for 
such behavior.

Again, Jesus uproots traditional teaching and pro­
vides a more demanding ethic. “Love” (v. 44) refers to 
a self-sacrificial relationship which desires the other 
person’s good. Those who exercise such love demon­
strate conclusively that they are citizens of the 
Father’s kingdom. Christians receive their share of 
the ups and downs of life, yet they choose to respond 
in ways that mark them as citizens of another place 
(v. 25).

In exercising this kind of love toward those who are 
unlovable, the Christian takes love to a higher plane. 
Anyone can love someone who returns their love. It 
takes great commitment and vibrant discipleship for 
one to take love across the boundaries created by 
abuse, disagreements, and hatred.

Loring your enemies is a step of Christian maturity 
(v. 28). In doing so, you are more like your Father in 
heaven, for through Jesus, “God demonstrates his own 
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). □ — Kevin Goza is 
pastor of First Church, Lebanon.

Bible Book Series for May 12 
Focal Passage: 

Zechariah 3:1-2, 6-8; 4:1-6, 8-1 Oa
the power of God’s spirit. Just as the 
olive oil was supplied for the candle­
stick in the vision, God's spirit 
would be continuous power to them 
in completing the task. The people 
would know that God truly had sent 
Zechariah as his prophet.

Zerubbabel would use a plummet 
to place the stones in proper align­
ment and to set the capstone. The 
people would have unbelief and 
grumbling turned to rejoicing and 
thanksgiving.

God cleansed Joshua for religious 
service and Zerubbabel for civic and 
political leadership. He was in their 
midst by his spirit.

In the process, the people had 
complained that this building was 
too simple. God reminded them 
about despising the day of small 
tilings. This reminds us that no task 
for God is small. As long as one is 
faithful to God and his will even the 
simple thing is important. 
Depending upon him and being sub­
missive to his spirit give honor to 
any role of loving service. God 
receives the service and the servant 
and gives his blessings. □ — Tom 
Moncrief is a member of First Church. 
Cleveland.
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global/national news briefs
Powell nominee for 
SBC first vice president
Baptist Press

AURORA, Colo. — Fred 
Powell, president of Communi­
cators Ministries, Richmond, 
Mo., will be nominated for first 
vice president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, according 
to an announcement by Jerry 
Johnson, a Colorado pastor 
who is trustee chairman at 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

Powell also has served for 
several months as special as­
sistant for transition to new 
Midwestern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary President Mark 
Coppenger.

Powell is former senior asso­
ciate pastor of First Church, 
Atlanta. □

Nashvillian gives 
$ 10 million to endow 
pharmacy school
Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Samford University alumnus 
and hospital executive R. Clay­
ton McWhorter of Nashville 
has donated more than $10 
million to endow the universi­
ty's pharmacy school.

It is the largest single con­
tribution from a living individ­
ual in Samford history. The 
school will be named in honor 
of McWhorter, his brother, 
Fred, a Chattanooga pharma­
cist, and other family mem­
bers.

McWhorter is chairman of 
the board of Columbia/HCA 
Healthcare Corporation, the 
largest investor-owned hospi­
tal in the United States. □

Volunteers venture 
into South Africa
Baptist Press

SARCOXIE, Mo. — More 
than 250,000 people — some­
times as many as a half-mil- 
lion — camp outside South 
African cities, building homes 
of tin, dirt, or whatever they 
can find. They are literally in 
the dark without electricity 
and spiritually in the dark 
without the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.

More than 3,000 South 
Africans were given medical 
care by 22 volunteer Southern 
Baptist medical professionals 
from 12 states in a recent two- 
week trip focusing on squat­
ters’ villages. About 800 of the 
patients accepted Christ 
through the team’s witness, ac­
cording to Tim Cox World Min­
istries, a Foreign Mission 
Board approved partnership 

evangelism organization from 
Mountainburg, Ark., that orga­
nized the trip.

The professionals donated 
medicine and 3,000 pairs of 
eyeglasses. □

S.C. names Bullard to 
new 'unique' position
Baptist Press

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Citing 
an emerging obligation to 
share what they are learning 
about church and denomina­
tional growth, the South Car­
olina Baptist Convention’s ex­
ecutive board has elected 
George W. Bullard Jr. as na­
tional consultant for denomi­
national transformation.

The position is unique 
among Baptist state conven­
tions because it crosses both 
state and denominational 
lines.

Bullard, currently director 
of the convention’s strategic 
development and associational 
growth team, will assist 
churches and denominations 
across the nation with strate­
gies for increasing member­
ship, developing disciples, and 
expanding ministries.

The new three-year assign­
ment began May 1. □

RTVC trustees name 
incorporators, elect 
officers for fiscal year 
Baptist Press

IRVING, Texas — Trustees 
of the Southern Baptist Radio 
and Television Commission 
named two incorporators to as­
sist with the new North Ameri­
can Mission Board and elected 
officers for the 1996-97 fiscal 
year.

Named as incorporators 
were Ray Finch of Catoosa, 
Okla., and Gary Underwood of 
Texarkana, Ark.

C. Wyman Copass of 
Owensboro, Ky., was re-elected 
chairman. □

Midwestern trustees 
approve center for 
biblical revival
Baptist Press

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 
Trustees of Midwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary have 
approved creation of the Mid­
western Center for Biblical Re­
vival and an academic exten­
sion center based in Chicago.

The center is intended to 
spread President Mark Cop- 
penger’s advocacy of “prairie 
fire” revival. It will organize 
workshops, seminars, and con­
ferences on the theme of bibli-

Education in the May graduating class at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Farmer is the son 
of Dan and Sarah Farmer of Johnson City. His home church is Southwestern in Johnson City, but
he attended Woodmont Church, Nashville, while going to undergraduate school at Vanderbilt Uni­
versity. Other officers, from left, are Dean Whitaker, Phillip Campbell, Julie Wiegand, Gregory 
Thornbury, and Bryant Shaver. Commencement exercises at Southern will be held May 17.

cal revival on the seminary 
campus. James Elliff, an itin­
erant Bible teacher, writer, 
and conference leader from 
North Little Rock, Ark., was 
appointed as the center’s resi­
dent consultant.

In this nonsalaried position, 
Elliff will continue his Christ­
ian Communicators Worldwide 
ministry and move his head­
quarters to the seminary.

The new extension center in 
Chicago will begin this fall 
with credit courses leading to a 
master of divinity degree and 
will be hosted by the Chicago 
Metropolitan Association. □

Bill Tanner suffers 
mild heart attack
Baptist Press

SHAWNEE, Okla. — 
William G. Tanner, executive 
director-treasurer of the Bap­
tist General Convention of Ok­
lahoma, will be out of his office 
at least until May 15, after un­
dergoing an angioplasty proce­
dure April 22. He suffered a 
mild heart attack April 18 and 
was hospitalized first in 
Shawnee.

Damage to his heart was de­
scribed as minor.

Tanner is former president 
of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board in Atlanta. □

RTVC to premiere 
documentary in June 
Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
Messengers to the 1996 South­
ern Baptist Convention in New 
Orleans in June will have an 
opportunity to see the world 
premiere of a one-hour televi­

sion documentary produced by 
the Radio and Television Com­
mission that will be broadcast 
by NBC affiliates at a later 
date.

The documentary, “The 
American Dream/Nightmare,” 
will be shown at the SBC June 
11 at 9 p.m. in quad rooms 7- 
11 of the Superdome.

“Many Southern Baptists 
are not aware that we annual­
ly produce documentaries that 
are broadcast by the affiliates 
of the ABC and NBC television 
networks,” said RTVC Presi­
dent Jack Johnson.

The documentary broadcast 
will be an opportunity to show­
case the quality of work done 
by the RTVC, he added.

The documentary deals with 
societal problems and issues of 
concern to all Christians.

There are 1,000 free tickets 
.available for the premiere on a 
first-come basis. They can be 
obtained at the RTVC’s SBC 
exhibit or by calling Shawn 
Switzer at (817) 737-4011. □

Kentucky school 
gets university status
Baptist Press

CAMPBELLSVILLE, Ky. — 
Campbellsville College has an­
nounced it is changing to uni­
versity status.

Now to be known as Camp­
bellsville University, the Ken­
tucky Baptist-affiliated school 
will reach “heights never be­
fore imagined,” said trustee 
chairman John Chowning.

The university has an en­
rollment of 1,366 students and 
was listed this year in U.S. 
News & World Report as being 
among the top 66 liberal arts 
colleges in the South. □

Spat shows cult's 
desire for mainstream
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Re­
action to the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes’ refusal to 
honor a Mormon student 
shows the cult’s desire for 
mainstream status and the ig­
norance of many Christians 
about Mormon teachings, said 
Southern Baptist interfaith 
leaders.

“Over the last 10-plus years, 
the Mormon church has made 
a very deliberate, conscious ef­
fort to cast themselves as 
mainstream Protestants and 
evangelical,” said Phil Roberts, 
director of the Home Mission 
Board’s interfaith witness de­
partment. Such posturing, 
Roberts added, has “an ulterior 
motive to prostletize Protes­
tants."

News reports state a Nash­
ville chapter of the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes informed 
a student he could not receive 
athlete of the year honors be­
cause he is a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat­
ter-day Saints.

While Mormons say they be­
lieve Jesus is their savior, Lat­
ter-day Saints hold basic be­
liefs that differ significantly 
from Christianity, placing 
them in the category of cults, 
HMB officials added. □

SBC chaplains to meet
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — The 
Southern Baptist Chaplains 
Convocation will meet June 10 
at New Orleans Baptist Theo­
logical Seminaiy. □
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