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In West Tennessee
Burned church has unifying effect

> Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention receives first al­
location to help burned 
churches. — Page 2

> Louisiana College pro­
fessors sue group for 
‘defamatory and deroga­
tory’ statements. — 
Page 3

> World Changers build 
homes in Jackson. — 
Page 6

> Two Rivers ministers to 
divorced 
through nation­
al program. — 
Page?

• > Franklin missions team 
ministers in Chicago’s 
Uptown area. — Page 8

> Elizabethton church fin­
ishes home for man con­
fined to wheelchair. — 
Page 8

► Accrediting agency reaf­
firms Southwestern’s ac­
creditation. — Page 10

For Baptist and Reflector

FRUITLAND — Even without a build­
ing, Salem Missionary Baptist Church is 
enduring, thanks to the efforts of South­
ern Baptists nationwide.

The church, located just outside the 
tiny community of Fruitland in neighbor­
ing Gibson County, erupted in flames the 
night of Dec. 30, 1995, leaving the almost 
100-year-old building in a pile of ashes 
and the 65 members of the African Ameri­
can congregation stunned at the act of vio­
lence.

But instead of being torn apart by the 
blaze, they are pulling together along with 
Tennessee and Texas Baptist volunteers 
and others.

Under the leadership of the Mississippi 

PASTOR DAN DONALDSON, left, of Salem Missionary 
Baptist Church near Fruitland, talks with Howard Moore, 
center, mission trip director from Emmanuel Church, Hen­
derson, Texas, and Tom Menees, mission team coordina­
tor for the effort for Sunswept Church, Union City. — Pho­
to courtesy of the Union City Daily Messenger

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood. Tenn.. 
37024

River Ministry of Beulah Association, a 
30-member team from Emmanuel Church, 
Henderson, Texas, worked in mid-June to 
begin rebuilding Salem Church. A team 
from Maury Association is here this week 
working on the rebuilding effort. Another 
team from First Church, Nashville, and a 
Quaker congregation from Indianapolis, 
Ind., hope to have the Salem members in 
their new church by Aug. 1.

“I do not have the words to adequately 
explain the feeling I had that day (of the 
fire),” said Salem Pastor Dan Donaldson.

“But the Lord helped us to realize that 
we must pick-up and move on. The build­
ing is gone. Let’s make preparations for 
the future.”

Donaldson said the outpouring of sup­
port from Southern Baptists and others 

has been a blessing both 
physically and spiritually. “If 
the people who burned our 
church had known what the 
Lord was going to do, that he 
was going to send people in 
here to build us back bigger 
and stronger than we’ve ever 
been, then those peoole would 
have never burned our build­
ing. They meant it for bad, 
but God meant it for good.”

The support of missions 
teams has been so great that 
the overflow is being sent to 
another Tennessee church de­
stroyed by fire.

Because of the national 
publicity (the story was fea­
tured on NBC television), “we 
have had more volunteers 
than we needed,” said James 
Kinsey, coordinator of the 
MRM ministry in Beulah As­
sociation and pastor of 
Sunswept Church, Union

Aug. 11 set aside 
as day of prayer 
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Christian 
Services Committee of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention is recommending 
that Tennessee Baptist churches set 
aside Aug. 11 as a day of prayer and 
giving to assist African American 
churches destroyed by fire.

Tennessee Baptist churches are en­
couraged to send their gifts for this 
cause to the TBC Executive Board. 
Gifts should be marked: Arson Fund.

All gifts will be forwarded to the Ex­
ecutive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Assistance to the churches will be 
handled through the SBC’s Racial Rec­
onciliation Task Force. B&S

City, a congregation that has taken a 
long-term interest in Salem’s rebuilding.

A group from Des Moines, Iowa, heard 
about the story and held a rally in which 
1,000 people showed up. Kinsey said.

The Union City pastor learned that Mt. 
Pleasant Church in Tigreth, near Dyers­
burg, also had burned. After contacting 
that congregation’s pastor, Paul Lusby, 
Kinsey is coordinating a rebuilding effort 
there which will be done by the Iowa vol­
unteers. “When we saw we had more re­
sources than we needed, we asked the 
Lord what to do and doors opened imme­
diately,” he said.

Kinsey, whose church has been provid­
ing housing for volunteers, said the black 
and white congregations working together 
— See Burned church, page 2

TBC gifts 
remain steady 
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Coop­
erative Program giving from 
Tennessee Baptist churches 
dipped in June, but remains 
ahead of last year.

TBC churches gave 
$1,813,638 to the Coopera­
tive Program last month.

For the year-to-date, 
Tennessee Baptists have 
given $18,879,281, $882,531 
more than at the same time 
last year. The year-to-date 
budget is $17,979,517. B&R

Watts family struggles to recover
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — Five months 
after a car accident on a moun­
tain road in Peru, Nancy 
Watts hasn’t given up hope 
that her healthy family will re­
turn to Peru as missionaries.

She bases her hope on her 
faith and continued answers to 
prayers. Marcus, 10, who suf­
fered a head injury, will enter 
school this fall at his regular 
grade level. He still has some 
physical problems, such as the 
use of his right arm and leg and 
full recovery of his speech, but 
he played baseball this summer, 

his mother proudly reported.
Joshua, 7, will be out of the 

brace securing his broken leg 
and ankle in a few weeks. He 
also played baseball this sum­
mer. And Nancy’s broken fa­
cial bones and hand are nearly 
mended.

There’s also plenty of reason 
to hope for her husband, Wade, 
who received a head injury and 
broken ankle, said Nancy. Just 
a few days ago he communicat­
ed to a therapist with eye mo­
tions that he had two children, 
had a master’s degree, and had 
been in a car accident in Peru.

So while Nancy and the 
boys are visiting Peru for a 

couple of weeks, they won’t be 
saying any “last goodbyes,” she 
said.

The trip will allow the boys 
to see neighborhood friends 
and missionary friends. Nancy 
and the boys will attend the 
annual meeting of the Baptist 
missionaries. And they will at­
tend a prayer meeting for the 
family hosted by the Peru Bap­
tist Convention.

Nancy is anxious to see 
their pastor who is president 
of the convention and his fam­
ily. “They’re real close to our 
family. It will be good to see 
the people, too, from around the 
— See Watts, page 3
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TBC receives allocation to help burned churches
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Twelve 
state conventions received 
$246,712 from the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s “Arson 
Fund” to assist African Ameri­
can churches victimized by ar­
son, according to the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee’s business 
and finance office July 3.

The disbursement of 
monies, primarily from the of­
fering taken at the SBC annu­
al meeting in New Orleans 
June 11-13, followed instruc­
tions of the Inter-Agency 
Council’s Racial Reconcihation 
Task Force which formulated 
the percentage allotment to 
the 12 states. The offering tak­
en at the New Orleans meet­
ing, at the request of then-SBC 
President Jim Henry, Orlando, 
Fla. pastor, raised $282,000 in 
pledges and cash gifts.

Jack Wilkerson, Executive 
Committee vice president for 
business and finance, said the 
July 3 disbursement is pri­
marily the New Orleans offer­
ing funds, including $50,000 
cash each from the Georgia, 
Florida, and Alabama state 
conventions which had been 
pledged in New Orleans. An 
additional pledge, $15,000 
from Bellevue Church, Cor­
dova, also has been received 
and was included in the July 3 

CBF says no to convention status; appoints 41 missionaries
Sherman, 68, retired June 30. Sher­

man, who has served as the coordinator 
since 1992, was named “coordinator emer­
itus” and honored during the meeting.

Atlanta banker Tommy Boland was 
elected to fill the position through the end 
of the year.

Voters also turned down a constitution­
al change to allow' the Coordinating Coun­
cil to change, as needed, the CBF’s budget 
which is approved at the General Assem­
bly each year.

The council develops the budget and 
then recommends it to the General As­
sembly. The CBF apparently will fall 
short of its 1995-96 budget goal of $13.3 
million and had cut the appropriations for 
some CBF-supported agencies earlier this 
year. Sherman told the assembly receipts 
would total about $12 million for the July- 
June fiscal year. ■

Senior adults get 'big
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A one-digit error in a 
phone number has given red faces to 
planners of the 1997 Senior Adult Con­
vention.

More than 90,000 information packets 
for the April 28-30 Senior Adult Conven­
tion were supposed to include a 1 (800) 
number for GrayLine Tours of Nashville 
— 1 (800) 251-1864 — according to John

surprise' when they dial toll-free number
Kramp, associate director of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s discipleship and 
family development division.

But, when senior adults tried the 1 
(800) number listed in the packet, they 
got a big surprise, Kramp said. Rather 
than receiving information about the 
“Homes of the Country Stars Tour,” they 
heard a recorded message on a “phone 
sex” line.

“We didn’t know there was a problem

until a nice senior adult man called and 
told us something was wrong with our 
phone number,” Kramp said. “I called the 
number and nearly died.”

In response, the discipleship division, 
which is sponsoring the Nashville con­
vention, is sending the correct number to 
all 90,000 churches that received the 
original packet.

Division officials say they regret the 
incident. ■

Baptist Press

RICHMOND — Members of the Coop­
erative Baptist Fellowship approved a 
process to endorse CBF chaplains, voted 
no on becoming a separate convention, 
heard a report indicating difficulty in find­
ing a new chief executive, and appointed 
41 new missionaries at the CBF General 
Assembly held here June 27-29.

The sixth assembly of the five-year-old 
moderate Baptist organization registered 
3,809 people with about 4,000 attending 
the two evening worship services at the 
Richmond Coliseum.

A vote on the much-discussed question 
of separate convention status for the fel­
lowship came when Bill Montgomery, re­
tired chaplain from San Antonio, Texas, 
repeated his failed 1995 motion to declare 
the CBF a separate convention. The CBF

disbursement, Wilkerson said.
The 12 states receiving the 

gifts, the percentage ratio es­
tablished by the task force, 
and the actual July 3 disburse­
ments: Alabama, 9.7 percent, 
$23,931; Arkansas, 2.8, $6,907; 
Florida, 4.2, $10,361; Georgia, 
1.4, $3,453; Louisiana, 11.1, 
$27,385; Mississippi, 9.7, 
$23,931; North Carolina, 9.7, 
$23,931; Oklahoma, 1.4, 
$3,453; South Carolina, 20.8, 
$51,316; Tennessee, 11.1, 
$27,385; Texas, 15.3, $37,747; 
and Virginia, 2.8, $6,907.

Wilkerson said all the 
monies received by the Execu­
tive Committee for the “Arson 
Fund” are directed to the state 
conventions according to the 
task force formula. He said 
gifts continue to arrive at the 
Nashville office, including a 
$10 check from a man who 
does not attend a church but 
who wanted to participate. An­
other check for $25 arrived 
from a woman, 93 years old, 
who said her church had elect­
ed not to participate but she 
wanted to be a part of helping 
the churches, Wilkerson said.

“This outpouring of support 
is a clear indication that 
Southern Baptists’ adoption of 
a resolution calling for racial 
reconcifiation last year was not 
just idle talk,” said Richard 
Land, president of the SBC 

during the year had conducted a study of 
the matter, but it drew no conclusions. 
The leadership of the CBF vocally opposed 
the convention status and the Saturday 
morning vote by the General Assembly 
was overwhelmingly negative as well.

The motion regarding the chaplains au­
thorized the CBF’s Coordinating Council 
to appoint an ad hoc committee to study 
the endorsement of chaplains and to bring 
a report at the 1997 General Assembly.

At a Friday night missions rally, the 
CBF appointed 41 new missionaries, the 
largest number appointed at one time by 
CBF. The number increased CBF’s total 
missionary force to 139.

The struggle to find a new chief execu­
tive for CBF was apparent when a com­
mittee to find a successor for Cecil Sher­
man reported it was turned down by one 
man and was still interviewing others.

Christian Life Commission. 
“Southern Baptists continue to 
be horrified and outraged at 
these church burnings. By 
their giving, Baptists are send­
ing a message to those perpet­
uating these crimes that their 
attempts to foment racism are 
backfiring; their displays of ha­
tred are instead spawning 
more signs of racial reconcilia­
tion.”

More than 40 primarily 
African American churches in 
the Southeast have burned in 
the last 18 months, most as 
the result of an arsonist.

Land said the task force de­
veloped the formula of distrib­
ution based on an in-hand 
count of arson-related African 
American church fires in the 
state as a percentage of the to­
tal number of churches impact­
ed nationally.

“Once the money reaches 
the state Baptist convention

Burned church has unifying .
— Continued from page 1
to rebuild shows “we are labor­
ers together.

“It shows that the people do 
not agree with the burning, 
with the racial tension, and 
that it really doesn’t reflect the 
heart of America.

“The heart of America is to 
rebuild and to help them, and 

offices, it will be their respon­
sibility to determine the 
amount of assistance each 
church will need,” Land said, 
adding the money will be sent 
to the states each month.

The task force said each 
state convention office will dis­
burse the funds according to 
three criteria:

(1) Churches must be 
African American.

(2) The state convention of­
fice is asked to give an ac­
counting of the dispersal on a 
quarterly basis to the SBC Ex­
ecutive Committee which will 
then give a comprehensive re­
port to the task force.

(3) The state conventions 
are further requested to work 
closely with Willie McPherson, 
director of black church exten­
sion at the SBC Home Mission 
Board, as they determine how 
these funds should be best dis­
persed in their states. ■ 

to stop this burning he 
said. B&R — Associate Editor 
Lonnie Wilkey compiled this sto­
ry with contributions from Chris 
Menees, a reporter for The 
Union City Daily Messenger and 
member of Sunswept Church, 
Union City, and Jon Walker of 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion’s Executive Committee.

2



Watts family struggles to recover ... 
— Continued from page 1 
country,” she added. And there 
will be lots to see, Nancy ex­
plained because Wade, as direc­
tor of missions for the conven­
tion, made a lot of friends. “He 
has^a very good rapport with 
the nationals. He loves them 
and they love him,” she added.

The family has received let­
ters and calls from many of 
their Peruvian friends, she 
said. She has heard reports 
that the Baptist churches in 
Trujillo, Peru, their hometown, 
have held a prayer service for 
the family each Thursday 
night since the accident. Also, 
the churches in Lima, Peru, 
have held a prayer meeting for 
the Watts.

The response from Ameri­
cans, especially Tennesseans, 
also has been encouraging, she 
said. Before the Watts began 
their missionary service al­
most 10 years ago, they were 
active in Royal Ambassador
work, serving as Tennessee RA 
camp leaders several years.

She has received thousands 
of cards, many prayergrams, 
and gifts of money from 
churches. Some of the money 
gifts went to help her buy a 
car, she said. The school which 
Macon Road Church, Mem­
phis, operates has provided 
Joshua’s school tuition and 
will provide it for the upcom­
ing months. Leawood Church, 
Memphis, is providing its mis­
sionary home to the family and 
has given them a food shower. 
And Highland Heights Church,

Internet appeal for Disney sent to homosexual groups

Giving in June to CP down, giving during year still up

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — An Internet solicita­
tion of support from homosexual activists 
for the Walt Disney Company has made 
its way from a Disney vice president’s of­
fice across the country.

The electronic-mail (e-mail) message, 
which originated in the office of Disney 
Vice President for Studio Operations Reid 
Cline on June 13, states: “If anyone wants 
to write to Disney to support them in light 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s con­
demnation yesterday, you may write to: 
Michael Eisner, c/o S. Buena Vista St., 
Burbank, CA 91521-1010, (818) 560-2431 ”

Eisner is Disney’s chairman and CEO.

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern 
Baptist Convention Coopera­
tive Program gifts for the 
month of June dropped 1.77 
percent under the previous 
year’s month but the year’s 
total is 1.93 percent above 
last year, according to Mor­
ris H. Chapman, president 
and chief executive officer of

Memphis, which Nancy and 
Wade consider their home 
church, held a garage sale, the 
proceeds of which were a gift.

What has surprised her is 
that the responses continue, said 
Nancy. “It’s very encouraging to 
me that people are still praying 
for us and still have us in mind. 
And I tell Wade that too.”

She visits him every day, 
only missing a few days since 
the accident. Although in a co­
matose state some of the time, 
he has recovered from pneu­
monia and other minor infec­

The e-mail is signed by a secretary in 
Cline’s office at Disney, Brad Bergman, 
with the Internet address reading: 
“brad_bergman@studio.disney.com.”

“We don’t have any comment” was the 
response of a Disney spokeswoman after 
the corporate communications office there 
received a faxed copy of the e-mail appeal 
and a response by Bill Merrell, SBC Exec­
utive Committee vice president for con­
vention relations.

Said Merrell: “It is yet another sad re­
flection of the state of Disney — that a 
Disney vice president’s office must'turn to 
the homosexual Internet crowd to solicit 
support for the company’s drift away from 
family values and its buckling to the ho­

the SBC Executive Commit­
tee.

The total for June, 
$12,494,743, is $225,217 below 
that of June 1995, or a 1.77 
percent decrease.

But the SBC’s year-to-date 
total, from October through 
June, is 1.93 percent above the 
same period for the previous 
year: $111,422,676 compared 
to $109,314,279, or an increase 

tions and his ankle is mended. 
“I think he understands every­
thing. He just can’t respond 
verbally yet.”

She hopes she will have 
more time soon to supplement 
therapy he receives at a skilled 
nursing care facility in Mem­
phis. Marcus will attend thera­
py sessions three days a week 
until school starts when it will 
provide therapy.

All of her family has been 
changed by the accident, she 
said, and during the recovery 
time in 10 different health 

of $2,108,396.
Designated gifts for the 

month of June dropped from 
the previous year’s month: 
$14,151,977 compared to 
$15,919,773, a $1,767,796 
difference, or an 11.1 percent 
decrease. However, for the 
year to date, the 1995-96 
year totals are $128,430,793 
compared to the previous 
year of $121,703,728, a dif­

care institutions.
Marcus, s#id Nancy, who 

was introverted, has become 
extroverted, which is charac­
teristic of people who suffer 
head injuries. Joshua has 
changed the least, except he 
is responding to the changes 
in his family. Nancy has 
adopted the role of “single 
mom.” She said she has 
learned “you just depend on 
God. I do a lot more than I 
did. Sometimes I feel like I’m 
alone, but I just remember 
that God is with me.” B&R

mosexual-activist agenda.
“It is noteworth}' that Disney cannot 

find support for its eroding morality 
among the vast majority of Southern Bap­
tists, other evangelicals, and others who 
adhere to the family values that once 
made Disney great,” Merrell said. “Actions 
like these continue to damage the Disney 
name in the minds and hearts of countless 
Americans.”

The e-mail solicitation had been circu­
lated by a self-described “lesbian, gay, bi­
sexual” student group on the Internet at 
Duke University, Durham, N.C. There is 
no way to determine exactly how many 
homosexual Internet sites and e-mail lists 
currently exist. ■

ference of $6,727,065, or a 
5.53 percent increase.

For the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget, 
the June totals are 5.87 per­
cent above the budget re­
quirement of $11,802,427. For 
the year-to-date total, the 
budget requirement of 
$106,221,845 was exceeded by 
$5,200,830 or a 4.9 percent 
increase. ■

Professors 
file suit 
against 
group
Baptist Press

PINEVILLE, La. — Four 
Louisiana College professors 
have filed suit against the 
‘"Louisiana Baptist Conserva­
tive Resurgency” for distrib­
uting what they claim are 
defamatory and derogatory 
statements meant to harm 
their professional and moral 
reputations.

The lawsuit was filed by 
professors Carlton Winbery, 
Fred Downing, James Health, 
and Connie Douglas against 
Leon Hyatt of Pineville and 
others who were involved in 
the publication of a packet of 
letters early last summer. 
The college itself is not in­
volved in the suit.

The president of the 
Louisiana Baptist Conven­
tion, Michael Claunch, a 
Slidell pastor, denied the 
charges. Although not named 
specifically in the suit, 
Claunch said conservatives 
in Louisiana had tried over 
and over to resolve their 
grievances with the faculty 
but to no avail.

A lawsuit is a legal state­
ment of grievances against a 
defendant and must be 
proven in court. In this case, 
the professors’ suit alleges 
the distributed letters “all 
contain defamatory and 
derogatory information and 
statements which seek to 
harm the professional and 
moral reputation of the plain­
tiffs and to attempt to lower 
them in the estimation of 
their peers in the local and 
denominational community.

“Further, these malicious 
and derogatory statements 
attempt to wrongfully expose 
the plaintiffs to ridicule, con­
tempt, and hatred, as well as 
further seek to deprive them 
of public confidence,” the suit 
reads. “Finally, these false 
and malicious statements 
were specifically targeted to 
injure the plaintiffs in their 
occupation.”

Claunch and other conser­
vatives in the state deny the 
charges and say their goal “is 
to get the truth about what is 
being taught and practiced at 
Louisiana College to 
Louisiana Baptists. We be­
lieve that when Louisiana 
Baptists know the truth, they 
will do the right thing,” 
Claunch said. The suit was 
filed in Alexandria and it re­
quests a jury trial. ■
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> Make it concise, no more than 
250 words. Letters may be edit­
ed for length.
► Name may be withheld for 
sufficient reason. Include ad­
dress and phone number.
> Avoid personal attacks on the 
character or integrity of anyone.
> Send original copy. Form let­
ters and ‘open’ letters will not be 
published.
> Only one letter in a three- 
months period per writer will be 
published.
> If letter does not oonform, it 
will be returned.
> Opinions and ideas ex­
pressed in letters are not neces­
sarily shared by the Baptist and 
Reflector and its staff.

Partnership Prayer Requests 
J«iy
10 —Pray for the many 
churches across Canada which 
will conduct Backyard Bible 
Clubs and Vacation Bible 
School.
11 —Pray for Mike Lee, Lewis 
Lea, Drew Lesater, and Rus­
sell Terrell as they prepare to 
work in Poznan, Poland lead­
ing youth and doing training.

12 —Pray for the churches in 
Tennessee and Michigan par­
ticipating in the Sister Church 
program.

13 —Pray for Canadian na­
tives Nancy and Maurice Ten- 
kink and their children who 
have returned to their work as 
missionaries in Nigeria.
14 — Pray for Annie Byrd and 
Jackie Ferguson as they pre­
pare to teach English and the 
Bible to youth and children in 
Zyradow, Poland.
15 — Pray for the many 
churches in Michigan which will 
be conducting Backyard Bible 
Clubs and Vacation Bible 
Schools.
16—In September Bonna 
Conner will be retiring as the 
WMU Director. Pray as we 
seek the right successor.

Flag and worship
I have a paper entitled “The 

U.S. Flag in Worship,” an edit­
ed excerpt from a position pa­
per by Bill White, pastor of 
University Church in Coral 
Gables, Fla. It had on it Bap­
tist Center for Ethics.

This leads me to think some 
Southern Baptists are starting 
another “witch hunt” like the 
one on the Masonic Order.

I quote two statements: “As 
a Christian, when I come to 
worship I do not come to cele­
brate America,” and, “I do not 
come to church to pledge my 
allegiance to the flag of any 
country.”'

Daily I am reminded of 
God’s wonderful creation in 
beautiful landscapes, animals, 
and birds. More significant is a 
picture framed by two trees 
with foliage forming top and 
bottom.

It is a beautiful white cross 
of a nearby church building. 
Only the cross is visible.

It reminds me of God’s love 
for the world and Jesus’ 
tremendous sacrifice made for 
me.

I do not worship the old 
cross that was used to draw 
the life out of my Savior. It is 
imaged in many churches. 
Does the author want to re­
move this reminder from our 
worship?

In church I observe the 
Christian flag, the stars and 
stripes, and my wonderful wife 
sitting next to me, evidence of 
the three institutions God has 
so graciously ordained: the 
church, my country, and my 
family, his perfect earthly in­
stitutions. I do not come to 
worship these, but their close­
ness reminds me of his love.

The cross and the flag rep­
resent the shedding of blood, 
sacrifices, love by individuals, 
and foremost, God’s love. We 
need to be constantly reminded 

‘Attention skills’ combat egocentrism in family
Our world is in some respects a 

great deal larger than we realize. Most 
of us suffer from a malady known as 
egocentrism. This is a type of self-in­
duced tunnel vision that keeps us from be­
ing willing or able to see the world from 
another’s perspective. We assume that 
others think as we do, 
value the same things we 
value, and will, therefore, 
respond to situations the 
way we expect.

In healthy families at­
tention skills dilute the 
disastrous devastation 
that can be caused by this 
delusion. Attention skills
encourage mutual admiration, positive at­
tribution, and the reformulating and rela­
beling of attitudes. These skills involve 
owning our own messages, making “I” 
statements, and understanding the other 
person.

Owning our messages means that we

BARKLEY

work at understanding ourselves. Do I say 
I am angry or mad when I am really frus­
trated or anxious? It is important for me 
to understand myself if I am going to ade­
quately communicate who I am and how I 
feel. I must first understand what I am 
feeling and how I communicate that.

I must next pay attention to how I com­
municate my understanding. It is impor­
tant in healthy families to use what are 
called “I” statements. We have all at one 
time said to someone else, “You make me 
so mad.”

That statement gives the other person 
responsibility for and power over my 
anger. It is showing them which are my 
“buttons” and giving them permission to 
push them whenever they want.

Accurate “I” statements involve three 
parts: behaviors, consequences, and feel­

ings. For instance, [‘T have a problem. 
When you (behavior,) (consequences) 
happen, and “I” feel (feelings).] We 
might say to a child, “I” have a prob­

lem. When you leave your clothes all over 
the room, I have to look at them, step over 
them, and even pick them up, and I feel 
angry and upset. By making that kind of 
statement, I have owned my anger with­
out blaming it on them. I simply paid 
enough attention to understand and de­
scribe the kinds of behaviors and conse­
quences that give rise to those kinds of 
feelings in me.

Finally, I must give attention to how 
the other person understands situations 
and feels concerning them. Everyone in 
the world is not as “perfect” as I am. Their 
understandings are different, if not wrong. 
Their emotions are elicited by different ac­
tions and attitudes. If I am going to live 
with them in a healthy family, I have to 
pay attention to their frame of reference 
and point of view. ■

of these and add our thanks to 
him for those who have offered 
themselves for freedom of sin 
and freedom of fear.

Aubrey W. Anderson 
Fayetteville 37334

Chaplain writes
It seems that some more 

family values work and morali­
ty training is eroding away 
from one of the most needed 
parts of Tennessee govern­
ment. In a recent Warden’s 
Meeting with Commissioner 
Donal Campbell, a proposal 
was announced that one of the 
chaplain’s positions will be cut 
from two of Tennessee’s largest 
prisons — West Tennessee 
High Security and Riverbend 
Maximum Security Prison 
(plus death row).

Imagine a church of 1,000 
members, all of whom were 
that one or two tough-to-reach 
members of your church. Then 
add the burden of having to 
juggle schedules for any reli­
gion the Supreme Court wants 
to call such. Then imagine 
telling a violent inmate his 
mother just died.

In a time when political 
rhetoric proclaims family val­
ues and morality are impor­
tant, I wonder what is going on 
in Tennessee government.

Please help us in state gov­
ernment who are walking the 
walk, not just talking the talk. 
Call your representative about 
this.

Joe Crichton, chaplain 
Brushy Mountain Prison 

Petros 37845

Seminary concerns
I am writing because I have 

a great concern for the contin­
uing excellence in education 
found at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.

I am a senior at Middle Ten­
nessee State University, plan­

ning to graduate next year 
with a degree in radio/TV and 
minors in psychology and phi­
losophy. I plan to attend 
SWBTS next year. I feel drawn 
toward media, and spreading 
the Gospel in new ways, reach­
ing more people in less conven­
tional means.

A few years ago I heard of 
the wonderful master of arts in 
communication program of­
fered at SWBTS. I recently 
went to the campus and was 
very pleased. I spoke .with the 
head of the communications 
department, and was inspired 
by his passion for what he 
does.

I also learned some disturb­
ing information. With the re­
structuring of the SBC, the Ra­
dio/TV Commission would be 
moving to Atlanta, and taking 
with it most of the equipment 
available to students of the 
communications program at 
SWBTS.

Probably the best solution 
to this problem is to use a por­
tion of the money that will be 
saved by the consolidation to 
supply the seminary with 
funds to obtain newer equip­
ment than they are losing. 
Since the SBC will be saving 
millions of dollars every year, 
why not take one million 
every year and fund this need. 
The program would not need 
funding forever, only until it 
was self-supporting. If funded 
for five years, the total would 
be $5 million, but savings 
would be more than $30 mil­
lion during that time period 
(if figures in the Baptist and 
Reflector are right).

The SBC will still be achiev­
ing every purpose for which 
the restructuring was initiat­
ed, including saving millions of 
dollars, but it will also insure 
the continued excellence in ed­
ucation at our seminaries.

I have sent this letter to the 
Implementation Task Force 

and encourage others to ad­
dress them on this issue. Ob­
tain their addresses by calling 
(615) 244-2355.

Scott Link 
Murfreesboro 37130

Re-title article
I am responding to the arti­

cle written by Lonnie Wilkey, 
“Judge what’s appropriate, 
Disney or anyone else” in the 
June 26 issue.

Perhaps the article should 
be entitled “Excuses for com­
promise, setting an example 
for my family or anyone else.”

Patsy Hewitt 
Elmwood 38560

Proud of camp
Our 13-year-old son just re­

turned from RA camp at our 
TBC Camp Linden. At Camp 
Linden our son found spiritual 
challenge, Bible study, mission 
education, camping, canoeing 
on the Buffalo River, food, fun, 
and Christian fellowship.

It is a highlight of his year 
every summer. Linden helps 
our children “grow in wisdom 
and stature and in favor with 
God and man” (Luke 2:52). 
Our son wants to be a coun­
selor at Camp Linden one day. 
I am proud of that.

Our family is grateful that 
Cooperative Program dollars 
support Camp Linden.

Roger P. Freeman, pastor 
First Church 

Clarksville 37040

Wrong figure given
In the June 26 issue of the 

Baptist and Reflector, a letter 
.from Ircel Harrison gave a fig­
ure of more than 1,000 cam­
puses in the U. S. where 
Southern Baptists support 
.ministries for students.

An incorrect number was 
used instead of the 1,000.

J mWW



Churches again targets of hatred
he epidemic of burning church build­
ings reminds us that hatred is al­
ways on the loose.

While there may be deeply rooted 
“reasons” for the burnings, some surface issues are
immediately recognizable.

No matter the excuse or “reason,” hate is always at 
lire root of the mattgr. There is something terribly 
wrong with the heart of anyone who decides to burn a 
church building. Sin, perhaps?

Of course it is sin that causes such actions, dark 
and sinister, ruthless and selfish sin.

Some things may have changed from the darkest 
days of blatant and open racial hatred, but sin has 
not taken a holiday. Racial hatred is one of the most 
insidious and repulsive of the sins that beset us.

One of the most encouraging outcomes of the burn­
ings is the way Christians, Southern Baptists in par­
ticular, have responded quickly with a strong support 
for the victimized churches.

In fact, the tragedies may prove to be the historical 
bond that uniquely ties us together. The villains may 
have burned some buildings, but the churches will 
survive and prosper.

While we express outrage at the burning (arson) of 
black churches (and church houses of any denomina­
tion or race), Bill Tillman Jr. of Southwestern Semi­
nary has enlightened us.

Tillman, associate professor of Christian ethics, 
says that church burnings hurt communities at deep 
levels, not necessarily rational ones.

“To have one’s place of worship destroyed tears 
at points of one’s identity which cannot be quan­

tified,” he says.
Tillman says the distress is not confined only to 

those communities which have experienced church 
burnings. The trauma effect is felt in much wider cir­
cles.

“I have held over the years,” he writes, “residency 
in three of the states where churches have been 
burned. To some degree I sense the injury because of 
those connections. In some cases I am only one or two 
acquaintances removed from people directly affected 
by these burnings.” He says that their distress has 
become something of his distress too.

Perhaps we can understand John Donne’s implica­
tion here. “No man is an island,” he wrote, and “any 
man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in
Mankind; 
building!

Even if it be the death of a church

Alfred, Lord Tennyson later wrote, “I am a part of 
all that I have met.”

The inevitable question is, why burn churches?, 
says Tillman. He adds that “a few analysts maintain 
that not all these burnings are racially oriented. 
There are in some countings not as many black 
church fires this year as last; not all are black church­
es, but white ones are burned as well,” and other fires 
are copycat fires.

The implication, he says, is that some motives are 
not as bad as others for burning a church to the 
ground; that, for instance, as long as a white church 
burns that makes a black church burning not quite as 
bad.

However, even one church burning is one too 
many.

The Christian 
community is not '■ 
standing by, as it • 
once did, while such 
heinous crimes per- • •
sist. The recent ac- I OpiUlOll * y 
tion of Southern -----------------------
Baptists in word and
deed are a welcome relief to a significant drought of 
apparent unconcern.

In the past, fear could have caused white churches 
to respond weakly. But now fear has taken a back 
seat, and voices are being heard from all around.

We seem to have arrived at a point where we say, 
“No more burnings. No more hate crimes. No more 
hate.” Outrage is being expressed in positive actions, 
not merely in pious words.

Add this week’s actions by Tennessee Baptists to 
those of previous days by other groups, and we have a 
growing consensus that says “no” to racial hate.

Tillman points to the great paradox. The responses 
of those of the burned churches is not vindictive or 
vitriolic. Instead, there is kindness and forgiveness. 
The people and the pastors, Tillman notes, “demon­
strate an extraordinary amount of character in the 
light of extraordinary loss. Theirs is a response of ci­
vility in an uncivil world, something the burners, for 
whatever reason they are fire-setters, have not yet 
learned at the soul level.”

The shame of the church burnings must be borne 
by all of us who care. But redemption can come if we 
do more about our own attitudes and do more about 
living the teachings of Jesus Christ. B&R

Jos* for 
today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 
Eudora Church, Memphis

On being present for a good hearing

Start with a smile
Chemistry professor: “I’m 

going to drop this silver dollar 
into the acid. Will it dissolve?”

Student: “Absolutely not.”
Professor: “How can you be 

so sure?”
Student: “Because if it 

would dissolve, you wouldn’t 
drop it. You would use a nickel 
instead.”

Take this truth
To know facts is important, 

but to know people is as good, 
often better. A graduate stu­
dent working for his Ph. D. de­
gree in a seminary said, “I 
study my major professor as 
much, sometimes more, than I 
study my subject.”

Memorize this Scripture
“The Lord sees not as man 

sees; for man looks on the out­
ward appearance, but the Lord 
looks on the heart” (I Samuel 
16: 7).

Pray this prayer
Lord, help me to love people 

as you love them, and accept 
them as they are. However, 
please help me also to under­
stand them lest I think either 
too highly or to lowly of them. 
— B&R

We were about 9,000 miles away 
from home on the eve of Indepen­
dence Day.

A little band of eight Americans, 
Tennessee Baptists at that, were “lost” 
among 50 or 60 members and friends of 
Thirroul Baptist Community Church in 
New South Wales, Australia.

We were kindred spirits.
Winding up two weeks of working with 

the church in the community, we knew 
that a warm partnership had been 
formed.

We came with them to the church 
house that Wednesday evening to say 
farewell and celebrate new friendships.

They asked us to talk about Indepen­
dence Day. Without hesitation, we could 
do that.

So our Thirroul friends learned about 
the heroes of America’s founding. They 
heard about Tom Jefferson, the Adams 
boys, John and Sam, Nathan Hale and 
Patrick Henry, Ethan Allen, George 
Washington and his courageous and tat­
tered patriots, Betsy Ross, and Ben 
Franklin. I really think they were in­
trigued and grateful.

Don't let those scarecrows paralyze you
Someone once defined fear as False Ev­

idence Appearing Real.
So often we allow a false perception of 

a situation to cause fear in our lives.
We may allow unknowns of a new ad­

venture or challenge to build walls of fear 
around our lives, locking us into a lifestyle of 
inactivity.

Such fear causes us to miss out on many 
wonderful blessings God has in store for us.

Hannah Hurnard writes about an experi­
ence in her life when she was paralyzed by 
fear.

During this time she heard a sermon that 
challenged her to turn her fear into faith.

The preacher said, “A wise bird knows

They listened, old and young, to the 
sketch of our national birth. They gladly 
and boisterously helped us sing the “Star 
Spangled Banner” and “America the 
Beautiful.” The songs came easily to them 
because they were in the hymnal.

It would have tested our fledgling 
friendship too much if we had 
asked them to give the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag.

But when we sang the national 
anthem, Pastor David McGrouther 
urged us to sing the fourth stanza 
also. We obliged the bloke.

After talking about our nations 
for a while, the pastor led the 
church in a prayer for America.

Now here we have an Aussie 
pastor who apparently has America listed 
at least second among nations.

But he preached a sermon to all of us 
about loyalty, faithfulness, and the volun­
teer spirit of American people.

He remarked in his prayer about the 
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that a scarecrow is simply an advertisement. 
It announces that some very juicy and deli­
cious fruit is to be had for the picking.

There are scarecrows in all the best gar­
dens. ... Faith is a bird which loves to perch 
on scarecrows. All our fears are groundless.”

Our lives would be different if we lived 
each day seeing our scarecrows as advertise­
ments.

What are the scarecrows in your life to­
day? Are you feeling inadequate for a new 
challenge.

willingness of American people to 
wage peace, not war, and to help 
others who are oppressed.

He received some hearty amens.
He touched on something which I be­

lieve most of us overlook or forget about. 
The Thirroul pastor said the entire world 
should thank the United States for their 
willingness to stand up for the rights of all 
people, and to have that special brand of 
Christian courage.

He thanked God for the volun­
teer spirit of Tennesseans.

I don’t believe I have ever 
heard such a prayer — deep hu­
mility, appreciation, all wrapped 
up in sincerity.

The group gave forth some 
hearty amens.

I think that body of Christians 
has the right attitude. They don't 
seem to criticize and wait for 

someone else to do the work.
I have joined those who believe it is 

right to seek God’s blessings, and to thank 
him. The Aussies have a good grasp on 
giving thanks. We could use that in our 
own society. B&R

Have the unknowns of a particular 
situation paralyzed you?

Are you frightened by the difficulties 
right now in your marriage? With your 
children or parents? In your job?

Stop for just a moment. Claim the 
promise of Joshua 1:9:

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be ter­
rified. Do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

Now pray and ask God to give you the 
faith you need to overcome these fears.

Go ahead, fly on over and perch on that 
scarecrow.

Look for the blessings which lie be­
yond. B&R

July 10,1996 /B&R



Lutts Churth eelebrates tentennial

VISITING DURING THE LUNCHEON which was part of the cele­
bration are Mike Calvert, pastor, Lutts Church, and Elvia McGee, 
96, of Jackson, who was honored because of her long service. 
McGee was a member of the church until last year, a total of 
about 50 years. — Photos by Connie Davis

LEADING THE OBSERVANCE during the morning worship ser­
vice were former pastors, from left, J.E. Crump of Morganton, 
N.C.; C. L. Bray of Halls; Ron Hale, church starter strategist, 
Kansas City (Kan.) Association; and Mike Calvert, present pastor.

For Baptist and Reflector

LUTTS — On June 9 the 
Lutts Church, Lutts, celebrat­
ed its centennial.

Those gathered heard from 
the pastor who preached the 
first sermon in the current 

building in 1945 — J. E. 
Crump, now of Morganton, 
N.C. He recalled that people at­
tended the first meeting in the 
building although it didn’t have 
any windows and of building 
the church. He also encouraged 
the members. He said that 

working in a small rural church 
is sometimes discouraging, but 
the Bible says if one is faithful 
until death Jesus will give that 
person a crown of life.

Lindsey Stricklin of Flo­
rence, Ala., a former member, 
presented a history of the 

church. His grandfather was 
the first church clerk. Stricklin 
noted the “fortunes of the 
church are tied to the fortunes 
of the community,” which has 
resulted in Lutts Church re­
maining a small church for 
most of its history, but its

PRESENTING THE history of 
the church is Lindsey Stricklin 
of Florence, Ala.

members had “developed a 
core that has kept the faith 
and carried on.” ■

World Changers remodel 10 homes in East Jackson
By Keith Currey
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — The 1996 
World Changers theme, “At 
Your Service,” aptly described 
the efforts of Baptist youth and 
West Tennessee churches dur­
ing the week of June 8-15.

Approximately 100 older 
youth representing churches 
in Texas, South Carolina, 
Mississippi, and Oklahoma 
journeyed to Jackson that 
week to perform extensive re­
pair work on the homes of 10 
low income families in East 
Jackson. With the aid of 
laypersons and staff from 20 
Madison-Chester Association 
churches, the project was an 
overwhelming success.

“World Changers is a great 
way for people my age to go

out and serve God,” Jim 
Stevens, a member of Unity 
Church in Florence, S.C., said. 
“Through our work, we got to 
show God’s love to a lot of peo­
ple.”

With laymen from local 
churches serving as crew 
chiefs and church and associa- 
tional staff supervising the 
project, World Changers ’96 
brought together a diverse 
group of Baptists for a common 
purpose. Workers spent long 
days roofing, painting, and in­
stalling siding as temperatures 
soared above 90 degrees.

Crews of approximately 10 
youth and counselors were 
assembled from different 
churches, building a team en­
vironment among all youth 
participating. Local volunteers 
supervised the building and

maintenance efforts and pro­
vided meals on-site for the 
crews.

The city of Jackson even got 
involved, providing building 
materials to improve the quali­
ty of life in this deteriorating 
section of town while the youth 
provided manpower that is or­
dinarily unavailable.

“We are indeed grateful to 
the young people and coun­
selors from across the South­
east who came to Jackson to be 
a part of World Changers, and 
to the city of Jackson for pro­
viding materials,” Gary 
Williams, director, Madison- 
Chester Association, said. “To 
perform this service in the 
name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ indeed leads to 
changed lives and happy 
faces.” ■

REPRESENTATIVES FROM Madison-Chester Association and 
churches which assisted with the project pause on the front steps 
of one of the houses. From left, front row, are Albert King, Maple 
Springs Church, Mercer; Danny Cashion, Unity Church, Jack's 
dreek; Gary Williams, association director; back row, Larry Mur­
phy of the association; and Maurice Hays, BSU director, Jackson 
State Community College.

Tennessee churches support Michigan/Tennessee Baptist Partnership

A 29-member team, photo to left, of 
First Church, Calhoun, worked 
June 14-21 at Newaygo, Mich. 
Team members led Backyard Bible 
Clubs, revival services, and helped 
Newaygo Community Church in 
other ways. Leaders included Ron 
Sorah, pastor; Jean Eledge, choir 
director; and Eric Eledge, youth di­
rector.

In photo to right, David Westover, 
pastor, Bangor Church, Bay City, 
Mich., stands by the van Maple­
wood Church, Paris, recently gave 
the church. Maplewood Church 
worked at the Michigan church two 
years ago.
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Two Rivers leads way in ministering to divorcees
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — “There’s no 
doubt divorce is a sin,” Colline 
Roney says candidly.

“But,” she is quick to add, 
“nowhere does the Bible say 
divorce is the unforgivable 
sin.”

Roney, administrative assis­
tant to the minister of educa­
tion at Two Rivers Church, 
Nashville also directs the 
church’s DivorceCare ministry, 
a national, nondenominational 
program designed specifically 
to help churches minister to 
people experiencing separation 
and divorce.

“We believe the local church 
can and should play a central 
role in this ministry. Mar­
riages within the church are 
breaking up, leaving a trail of 
hurting families and congrega­
tions that struggle to find the 
right response,” she 
said.

Divorce happens 
all too frequently. 
Fifty percent of all 
marriages end in 
divorce, Roney cit­
ed from divorce sta­
tistics. In addition, 
75 percent of sec­
ond-time marriages 
end in divorce and 
that number increases 
to 85 percent for third-time 
marriages, she cited.

Six years ago Roney and her 
husband, Don, attended a class 
for remarried persons at Two 
Rivers. Bryant Millsaps, the 

tor your 
family J

Sunday School teacher of that 
class, made a statement that 
“changed my life,” she recalled.

He read John 10:10 to us 
and reminded us that Jesus 
“came so we could have abun­
dant life too.” From that expe­
rience her husband accepted 
Christ and “divorce became my 
ministry,” she said.

Soon afterwards, Roney, 
along with Donna Blair, began 
a “rebuilders” Sunday School 
class for women. Out of that 
evolved a class for men, but 
the church lacked a support 
group for divorced men and 
women.

Then Roney discovered Di­
vorceCare, a Raleigh, N.C.- 
based ministry two years ago 
and Two Rivers became the 
first church in the Nashville 
area to utilize the tool.

“DivorceCare is a wonderful 
program,” she affirmed.

DivorceCare uses a video se­
ries along with a 

workbook for 13 
weeks. Each video 
is led by experts on 
divorce and recov­
ery topics. The 
quality of the videos 
is unbelievable, she 
said.

Two Rivers offers 
the program on 
Wednesday nights.

Participants w'ho have 
children are encouraged to 
bring them and let them par­
ticipate in choir and mission 
programs of the church, Roney 
said. DivorceCare is open to 
anyone, including non-mem-

COLLINE RONEY, director of DivorceCare at Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville, displays materials used by participants in the 
program, which has become a major outreach ministry of the 
church.

bers, she added. “We get peo­
ple from other denominations 
and unchurched people,” 
Roney observed.

“The ministry has turned 
into one of the biggest out­
reach tools we have,” she said.

If the people already attend 
church and are happy there 
“we tell them to stay there,” 
Roney said. Unfortunately, she 
noted, some churches are not 
open to meeting the needs of 
divorced people.

A woman from another de­
nomination called Two Rivers 
for help. She said that her 
church would not help her be­
cause they did not believe in 
divorce, Roney said.

“We said we don’t believe in 
divorce either, but we will 
help.”

Roney stressed DivorceCare 

is a ministry that the church 
does not want to see grow be­
cause it means more mar­
riages and homes are breaking 
up.

“We tell participants we are 
sorry they are here (in the pro­
gram), but we are glad they 
have a place to go.”

In addition to being open to 
anyone the program is also af­
fordable. The cost for the 13- 
weeks is only $10 and that cov­
ers the cost of the workbook.

In comparison, Roney noted 
that eight or nine years ago 
she went through a divorce re­
covery program that cost $90.

The program usually at­
tracts 50-60 people each 
Wednesday and hundreds have 
participated over the last twro 
years, Roney said.

The video sessions are led

by 16 group leaders who are 
Two Rivers members who have 
gone through the program. All 
have been divorced, Roney 
said. “I don’t know how some­
one who has not been divorced 
can really know what someone 
who is going through a divorce 
is feeling.”

The group leaders act basi­
cally as “shepherds” to keep 
the sessions on track and to 
check regularly with the peo­
ple in their group to see how 
they are doing, Roney ex­
plained.

“They are not there to teach 
or counsel,” she stressed. 
“They have a passion to help 
others like they’ve been 
helped,” .she observed.

The ultimate goal is to rec­
oncile couples, Roney noted. 
And that has happened. “We 
have seen reconciliations and 
remarriages,” Roney said.

For those who cannot recon­
cile, the program helps partici­
pants “get on with the rest of 
their lives,” she continued.

Church leaders or individu­
als who are interested in learn­
ing more about DivorceCare 
are welcomed to call Roney at 
(615) 889-3950, ext. 129, or Di­
vorce Care in Raleigh at (800) 
489-7778. B&R

New Hope celebrates 150 years of ministry in Hermitage area
For Baptist and Reflector

HERMITAGE — The fifth oldest 
church in Nashville Association cele­
brated 150 years of history June 23.

The “Jubilee Celebration” with guest

CHURCH MEMBER Greg Grimsley re­
lates the history of New Hope Church 
during a dramatic monologue on 'Jubilee 
Sunday. ’

speaker Morris Chapman, president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention Exec­
utive Committee, was one of a series of 
events between Nov. 19, 1995 and Nov. 
17, 1996, scheduled to commemorate 
the founding of New Hope Church in 
Hermitage.

The church also received special 
recognition from the state of Tennessee 
and the Tennessee Baptist Historical 
Society on “Jubilee Sunday.” State Sen­
ator Joe Haynes and Representative 
Ben West presented the church a 
framed resolution in recognition of New 
Hope’s sesquicentennial.

New Hope has been designated a 
historical site by the Tennessee Histori­
cal Society. A historical marker was 
erected near the chapel and dedicated 
in May.

The church lists 27 charter mem­
bers. New Hope currently has a mem­
bership of 1,250 and a staff of five led 
by Pastor Raymond Vogtner.

“In paying tribute to the heritage of 
this church, we have to wonder why 
New Hope Baptist has been able to ex­
ist for 150 years,” Vogtner said in an 
article in The News Herald, a local 
weekly newspaper.

“It would seem that in this case, the

name speaks for itself. 
This church has of­
fered new hope to the 
broken-hearted, 
bruised, and hurting 
lives of those who 
have come here, and 
throughout the years, 
a measure of love and 
acceptance has been 
poured forth,” Vogtner 
said.

Two prominent 
Southern Baptist lead­
ers — William O. 
Carver and Byron H. 
Dement — were or­
dained to the ministry 
at New Hope.

Carver was a long­
time professor and ad­
ministrator at South­
ern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary while 
Dement became presi­
dent of the Baptist 
Bible Institute in New 
Orleans, La., the fore­
runner of New Or­
leans Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, b&r

NEW HOPE CHURCH Pastor Raymond Vogtner. right, and 
guest speaker Morris Chapman, president of the SBC Exec­
utive Committee, show Rosie Hamblen, the oldest active 
homebound member of New Hope, the plaque the church 
received from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society. 
Hamblen joined the church in September 1923. — Photos 
by Lonnie Wilkey
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Missions a family effort at Clearview Church
By Linda Lawson
For Baptist and Reflector

CHICAGO — First, there 
was culture shock. Then came 
awareness that similarities 
among people outweighed the 
differences. Finally, mutual 
loving acceptance made leav­
ing new friends after only one 
week a difficult experience.

Those represented key 
stages 42 members of Clear­
view Church in Franklin, ex­
perienced during their June 
22-29 mission trip from subur­
ban Nashville to Chicago’s in­
ner-city Uptown neighborhood.

“The first day I experienced 
more culture shock than when 
we were in Chile (a 1992 
church mission trip),” said 
Glenn Campbell, who, with his 
wife Lori, worked with 
preschoolers in a Backyard 

PASTOR BOB NORMAN participates 
in armchair aerobics with residents of 
Lakeshore Nursing Home in Chicago's 
Uptown area. — Photo by Linda Lawson

Bible Club for neighborhood 
children at Sunnyside Mall. 
The outdoor mall was created 
several years ago when a 
street was closed to traffic af­
ter a rash of drive-by shootings.

“The kids clung to us and 
wanted all the attention we 
could give them,” he said. “We 
could have stayed there from 
morning ’til dark and they’d 
have been there.”

Uptown Chicago is one of 
the city’s most ethnically di­
verse neighborhoods where 84 
languages are spoken. The 
site of the first film studio in 
the United States and the 
neighborhood where movie 
stars Gloria Swanson and 
Charlie Chaplin once lived, 
Uptown now has “more home­
less people than any other 
neighborhood in Chicago,” ac­
cording to Margaret Lazear of 

the International 
Conference Center.

Clearview mem­
bers stayed at the 
conference center 
which houses numer­
ous community min­
istries.

“For 12 blocks 
there is a whole 
neighborhood deter­
mined to develop for 
the people who live 
here,” Lazear said. 
“That’s part of what 
makes this a special 
place to work.”

Uptown Baptist 
Church also ministers 
to neighborhood resi­
dents through many 
and varied programs. 
During the summer, 
Southern Baptist

CLEARVIEW MEMBER Lori Campbell, right, made friends with 
Backyard Bible Club participants Cynthia, left, and Centoria. — 
Photo by Dan Farrell

church groups conduct weekly 
Backyard Bible clubs at two lo­
cations, a Sonshine club for 
residents of Lakeshore Nurs­
ing Home, and tackle numer­
ous remodeling projects need­
ed to enable the church to 
maintain and expand its min­
istries.

Clearview members did all 
three with a team that ranged 
in age from three and one-half 
to 60-something. Young chil­
dren participated in the Back­
yard Bible Clubs while older 
children and teenagers worked 
alongside adults.

Former Clearview members 
Brian and Lesley Hill, along 
with daughters Jordan and 
Natalie, traveled from their 
home in Alpharetta, Ga., to 
participate in the mission proj­
ect. Lesley worked with first 
through third graders while 
five-year-old Natalie partici­
pated. Eight-year-old Jordan 
helped with the Sonshine Club 

and Brian worked with a team 
remodeling the church parlor.

Three-and one-half-year-old 
Savannah Hari was the young­
est Clearview mission trip par­
ticipant, attending with par­
ents Robin, who worked with 
older children in a Backyard 
Bible Club, and Rod, who 
helped remodel the parlor.

“One of the neat things has 
been to see how Savannah has 
reacted to the experience,” 
Robin Hari said. “She’s having 
a ball with our group, but she’s 
also interacted with the 
(neighborhood) children.”

She added, “Our kids don’t 
seem to see color differences. 
They’re responding wonderfully.”

In addition to morning ac­
tivities, groups spent the after­
noons cleaning apartments, 
playing Bingo, and doing aero­
bics and manicures at a senior 
adult residence hotel; return­
ing to Bible club sites to play 
games with the children; feed-

ing the homeless; and passing 
out fliers and posters about 
upcoming church activities.

Jody Waldrup, who worked 
on a team rebuilding a room 
damaged by fire, participated 
in the mission project with his 
wife and three daughters. As 
fairly new church members, he 
said one benefit of the trip was 
getting to know fellow mem­
bers better.

Tim Bearden, director of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion’s Brotherhood Depart­
ment, participated with his 
wife, Janet, and children, 
Carter and Jenny. A veteran of 
many mission projects, he said 
he had never been involved in 
one with his entire family. He 
and 16-year-old Carter worked 
together remodeling a room of 
the church.

“Even the smaller children 
feel a part of the excitement of 
doing something in the name 
of Jesus Christ,” he said.

Clearview Pastor Bob Nor­
man — who played the trum­
pet, sang, and spoke daily at 
the Sonshine Club — said ex­
periences like a mission trip 
give leaders and members a 
“renewed vision about what 
else needs to be done. Ive got­
ten several new ideas.” Nor­
man praised the “team spirit 
and positive mental attitude” 
of the mission team. ■

Church builds house with faith, love
By Joe Ledford
Special to Baptist and Reflector

ELIZABETHTON — Tom­
my Chappell lives in a house 
God built. Not as splendid as 
Solomon’s temple, it is never- 
the-less a mansion to Chappell.

Using a wheelchair since a 
hunting accident, Chappell 
was living last year in an up­
stairs apartment in Stoney 
Creek. His only way into the 
apartment was to crawl up the 
stairs, then pull his wheelchair 
up with a rope.

Members of nearby Unaka 
Church became concerned for 
his safety and feared he would 
be unable to escape if a fire oc­
curred. They had no money 
and no promise of any money, 
only a belief that it was the 
right thing to do.

They saw their vision of 
helping Chappell come true de­
spite seeming overwhelming 

obstacles. As a result, Pastor 
Walker Roberson said the 
members now have a greater 
faith in God, and have a broad­
er view of the needs of the 
community and how the 
church can help others.

As soon as plans for a house 
were announced, companies, 
individuals, and churches re­
sponded with donations of la­
bor and materials, according to 
Glenda Buckles, a church 
trustee who helped oversee the 
project. The house is built 
across the highway from Unaka.

Buckles said each time it 
appeared the project would 
stall for want of specific items 
or help with construction, God 
provided what was required.

“It really got the church see­
ing what the Lord can do with 
a little bit of nothing,” Rober­
son said. While the house was 
under construction, the church 
began a Big A club to minister 

to children by bringing them to 
the church every Saturday for 
breakfast and Bible stories. 
The church’s food pantry has 
nearly doubled, Roberson said, 
as the church continues to help 
meet the needs of people.

“They’re seeing they can 
make a difference and they’re 
uniting around that,” Roberson 
said. “They’re looking in every 
direction to see what they can 
do to help in our community, 
all because they exercised a lit­
tle bit of faith.”

Chappell has been in his 
new home for about two 
months. Complete except for 
the landscaping, the house has 
a sidewalk and deck that allow 
Chappell to roll his wheelchair 
up to the electric, remote-con­
trolled door. “It’s a great bless­
ing from the Lord,” he said. ■ 
— Ledford is a writer for the 
Elizabethton bureau of the John­
son City Press.

Tennessee Acteen
Andrea Aldridge, center, an Acteen from New Johnsonville, had 
the opportunity to visit with Woman’s Missionary Union Execu­
tive Director Dellanna O’Brien, right, and outgoing WMU Presi­
dent Carolyn Miller during the recent WMU annual meeting in 
New Orleans. Aldridge was just one of six Acteens nationwide 
chosen to serve on the National Acteens Panel. She also 
served as a page during the annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.
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■ First Church, Savannah, 
aas called Jerry Rogers as 

! interim music director.
■ Donald Caudill, pastor, 

Sunset Village Church, Bristol, 
and his wjfe, Lois, were honor­
ed by the church recently on 
their first anniversary of min- 

'istry. A reception, which was a 
surprise to the couple, was 
held.

■ John Joiner, minister of 
music, Tusculum Hills Church, 
Nashville, and his wife, Deb­
bie, were recognized recently 
for seven years of ministry at 
the church.

■ Jose G. Roman of Mor­
ristown was ordained to the 
ministry by Choptack Church, 
Rogersville, June 23. The ordi­
nation was at the request of 
Los Amigos de Cristo Ministry, 
a joint effort by the Nolachuc- 
ky, East Tennessee, Jefferson, 
and Knox associations along 
with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and Home Mission 
Board. Roman became a Chris­
tian as a result of the ministry 
of Baptist missionaries in Ven­
ezuela, his native country.

■ First Church, Columbia, 
has called Mike Dawson as 
pastor, effective June 16.

■ Forest Hills Church, 
Nashville, has called Carol 
Turner Smith as minister of 
childhood education, effective 
June 16. She has been director 
of Mother’s Day Out and coor­
dinator of child care at First 
Church, Hattiesburg, Miss. 
Smith is a graduate of the Uni­
versity of Mobile, Ala., and 
Southeastern Baptist Theologi­

cal Seminary, Wake Forest, 
N.C.

■ First Church, Obion, 
will celebrate its centennial 
anniversary July 13-14. On 
July 13 a Gospel Singing and 
Watermelon and Ice Cream 
Feast will be held. On July 14 
the morning worship service 
will feature Dan Mueller, a for­
mer minister of music/youth, 
and Robert Ivy, a former pas­
tor. After a luncheon, a pro­
gram featuring former minis­
ters will begin at 1:30 p.m.

■ First Church, Kenton, 
will hold revival July 21-24. 
Phil Glisson of Memphis will 
be the evangelist.

■ Cornerstone Church, 
Jasper, is trying to locate a 
used baby grand piano. Please 
contact the church at P.O. Box 
605, Jasper, 37347 or at (423) 
942-0909.

WMU MEMBERS of West Jackson Church, Jackson, pack hospi­
tality bags for the Tennessee WMU-sponsored Olympic ministry. 
Members include, from left, Patsy Moore, Charlotte Thornton, 
Johnny Jordan, Hope Sipes, Dot Leathers, and Nancy Senter.

■ Curve Church, Ripley, 
will hold revival July 28-31. 
Terry Wilkerson will speak.

■ First Church, Savan­
nah, is holding a Ladies’ Con­
ference and Prayer Luncheon 
July 26-27. Deborah Brunt will 
speak. Reservations are re­
quired for the luncheon by July 
24 at noon. Call (901) 925- 
7484, 925-3620, or 925-3572 
for more information.

■ The New America 
Singers, a 40-voice ensemble 
selected from the California 
Baptist All-State Youth Choir, 
will appear in concert July 17 
at Temple Church, Old 
Hickory. The concert will be­
gin at 7 p.m. The group, com­
posed of members ages 13-23, 
have toured in several coun­
tries.

■ Union University, 
Jackson, will host its first

conference targeting adults 
ages 55 and above on Aug. 5-7. 
The “Improving With Age” con- 
ference will feature Henry 
Blackaby of the Home Mission 
Board; Warren Wiersbe, au­
thor and speaker; Junior Hill, 
evangelist from Alabama; Bob 
Norman, pastor, Clearview 
Church, Franklin; and James 
Pulliam of Bolivar. The meet­
ing begins with at banquet 
Aug. 7. For more information,

call the school at (901) 661- 
5160.

PARTICIPATING in 
the recent 79th anni­
versary activities of 
Riggs Chapel 
Church, Harriman, 
are, from left, H.M. 
James, son of a for­
mer pastor: Dan Mur­
phy, former pastor: 
Fred (Pete) Scar­
brough, pastor, and 
Hascue Carter, for­
mer pastor.

LEADING THE GOUNDBREAKING ceremony of Holt's Comer 
Church, Chapel Hill, is Larry Chatman, pastor, as deacons look 
on. The deacons include, from left, Garrett Griffy, Randy Perry­
man, Charlie Perryman, David Griffy. Ricky Hazel, Paul Rogers, 
Ronnie Trout, Ricky Daughrity, Nick Bullock, and Glenn Trout. 
The church plans to add a 3,500-square-foot addition for educa­
tion and fellowship purposes.

Tennessee 
samplers y

Life's roadblocks
By Marvin Cameron, pastor
West Hills Church, Knoxville

I am an impatient traveler. Un­
planned delays on the interstate trou­
ble me greatly. The “rolling roadblocks” 
of recent months have caught me un­
aware a couple of times. All you can do 
is sit and creep along until the con­
struction is complete. That gets diffi­
cult when you have waited until the 
last minute to leave to get downtown or 
to another destination.

I really haven’t found any useful 

way to spend the time in a “rolling 
roadblock” yet. I listen to talk radio 
some, especially since there is an all­
sports station on now. I glance at the 
paper if it is in the car. I make a few 
notes if I can reach a pen without en­
dangering life and limb. But all of those 
things are just a way to pass the time.

It seems that there are more obsta­
cles in getting around town now than 
ever before. As soon as the interstate 
gets jammed all the traffic moves to 
Kingston Pike or other alternate 
routes. When an accident occurs or con­
struction slows traffic all of us have to 
adapt.

I wonder if these traffic obstacles are 
not good analogies for life. Everyone of 
us has days when the traffic of life 
flows freely and quickly. Things just 
seem to be good. Other days are “rolling 
roadblocks” unto themselves. How we 
handle those days seems to determine 
much of the success we will have in life.

Are you handling the roadblocks in 
life OK? The worship and fellowship of 
our church can help you find the way, 
even when life is under construction.

By the way, traffic on the interstate is 
always light on Sunday morning. I look 
forward to seeing you then. ■

Dealing with setbacks
By Allen Raines, pastor
Everett Hills Church, Maryville

While traveling last week we 
stopped at a rest area in Mississippi. 
On entering the Welcome Center we 
were given a drink in a cup that listed 
historical facts. I found it fun to read 
these. That encouraged me to read lat­
er in the week an article about the his­
tory of the ice cream cone.

In 1904 at the 100th anniversary of 
the purchase of the Louisiana Territo­
ry, Charles Menches was in St. Louis at 
the celebration selling ice cream. He, 
like other vendors, sold his ice cream in 
dishes. Business was so good that by 
mid-morning all his dishes were gone. 
Customers were unable to be served, 
and his ice cream was melting.

Menches looked around. He saw a 

man from Syria selling a crisp pastry­
like delicacy called a zalabia. He got 
some of the pastries from the man. He 
curled the zalabia, scooped in the ice 
cream, and handed one to a customer. 
The customer looked startled, tasted, 
then smiled. The ice cream was saved, 
and the ice cream cone was invented.

As Paul Harvey would say, now you 
know the rest of the story. This little 
historical fact is a reminder that prob­
lems and setbacks come to all of us. But 
God also has given us the qualities of 
imagination and inventiveness. And, 
just maybe a challenge is sent in the 
form of a setback to let us make it into 
an opportunity. ■

Articles included in “Tennessee Samp­
ler — views, insights” are written by Ten­
nessee Baptist church and associational 
leaders. The articles are chosen for publi­
cation from newsletters of churches and 
associations. The Baptist and Reflector 
does not necessarily concur with the 
views expressed.
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ATS reaffirms accreditation of seminary
By Brian Smith 
For Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — 
The Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS) Commission on 
Accrediting has reaffirmed the 
accreditation of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
and lifted the two-year proba­
tion imposed in January 1995 
following the dismissal of then- 
President Russell Dilday. Dil- 
day was fired in March 1994 
by the seminary board of 
trustees.

The commission’s action 
was conveyed to seminary

President Ken Hemphill in a 
June 14 letter from Daniel 
Aleshire, associate director for 
the Commission on Accredit­
ing.

Four criteria were involved 
in the commission’s decision, 
Aleshire said, noting the semi­
nary will have to report to the

BAPTISTRIESX
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800 251 -0679

. FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
\. 3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415

Classified
BUS FOR SALE: 1987 37-pas- 
senger bus with Eldorado body, 
Ford chasis, and Detroit diesel 
engine; $12,000. Call FBC Fish- 
erville (901) 853-4253 or Benny 
Todd (901) 755-6204.

STAFF POSITION: Cherokee 
Church, Memphis, is receiving 
resumes for the position of min­
ister of music and education. If 
interested, please send resume 
to Bobby Mullins, Cherokee 
Baptist Church, 5340 Quince 
Road, Memphis, TN 38119

Bibles Rebound
Specialty Bookbinding 

709 Magnolia Ave. 
Gadsden, AL 35903 

• Other valuable books restored. 
Call Toll-Free 1 (800) 631-5015

Steeples
V P.O. Box 2250* Danville, VA 24541

FAX:

mor. tlun rOTf4m CHUXCH RENOVATIONS

FREE BROCHURES CALL 
1-800-537-4723 

k PO Bn. !«3C, Wot TX J

CHURCH FURNITURE
Finest Construction 
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Toll Free 
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Eureko Springs. Ark! $31 Group 
package includes the Best ($13) 
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ALL: KELLER'S COUNTRY DORM 
RESORT, (501) 253-8418.

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
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JAMESTOWN, NORTH CAROUNA 27282

CISCO
P.O. Box 1068 

Lewisburg, TN 37091

— PEW — 
UPHOLSTERING 
1 (800) 523-9058 

NC 1 (800) 222-7895 
REFINISHING

/ADD-A-PAD CUSHION A

commission by April 15, 1997, 
concerning the status of the 
seminary relative to each area.

The criteria are: (1) that the 
board of trustees demonstrates 
that it continues to make per­
sonnel decisions according to

formally adopted criteria and 
procedures, (2) the board 
demonstrates it is paying at­
tention to its own continuing 
education and development, (3) 
faculty and students can at­
test, through some fair and ap­

propriate means, that their 
freedom of inquiry, within the 
seminary’s confessional bound­
aries is assured, and (4) the 
seminary should demonstrate 
continued development of its 
newly instituted procedures. ■

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet

VAN WINKLE
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843
In MS TOLL FREE 1-8OO-624-9627
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

. Seat Only 
• Seat & Back 
A very economical 
solution to hard pews. 
Separate seat and 
back are perma­
nently attached. 
Comfortable poly 
foam cushion in 
beautiful Scotch 
Guard Nylon.

P.O. Box 399 
TrezevanL TN 38258, 
1-800-651-8161
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Can be 
installed 
without 
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Central Church Furnishings

Call toll-free anytime ... 1-800-473-6688
We re on a strong foundation of over 3900 churcffes.

Tmirjnh Interiors of Nashville
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Stained Glass Steeples Baptistries Loose Reversible Cushions
Lighting and Complete Renovations
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Design 
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Champions

Available in 20’ to 33’ models 
(12 to 38 Passenger, New and Used)

Church Buses
• We rent new buses!
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615) 371-6180

Every year around this time, we pack up our family — approxi­
mately 300 in all — and spend a few days at camp. Not just any camp but 
“Camp of Champions” where all of our kids are winners. They may not 
run the fastest or jump the highest, but most have survived difficult 
traumas. In our book that makes them champions.

Camp gives our kids a chance to shine and hang loose and gives us 
a chance to minister to their special needs. Through recreation, prayer, 
Bible study and fellowship, many children will receive Christ as Savior.

Wouldn’t you consider this a worthwhile effort? We think so. 
However, without your prayers and gifts, camp would not be possible.

There is no better gift then a gift to a child, especially if the child has 
a special need. Prayerfully consider this: you or your church group can 
sponsor one of the special children in our care for camp. What a wonderful 
gift that would make.

And as always, thank you for all you do in helping us in ministry to 
hurting children.

Call 1-800-624-8591 formoreinformation.

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes, Inc.
A Benevolent Ministry of Tennessee Baptist Convention

Dr. Gerald L. Stow, President/Treasurer • P. O. Box 728 • Brentwood, TN 37024 • 1-800-624-8591
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Life’s meaning
By L. Joseph Rosas III

Focal Passage — Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14; Proverbs 1:7; 2:1-8, 3:1-6;

8:22-36
As we look for meaning and purpose in life it is 

easy to lose the big picture. Why are we here? Ec­
clesiastes provides a glimpse of life from the per­
spective of human wisdom apart from spiritual 
commitments. Pleasure, escape, wealth, works, 
and even wisdom are not fulfilling in themselves. 
The teacher concludes that life is empty repetition 
apart from and without an abiding faith in and 
commitment to God.

Finding life’s true meaning (Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14; Proverbs 1:7). The ancients were preoc­
cupied with collecting and collating proverbs and 
other words of wisdom for the training of their 
youth. The Old Testament reflects this pattern in 
what is commonly called “wisdom literature.” Sec­
ular wisdom focused on the accumulation of 
knowledge. Hebrew wisdom focused on right living 
under the authority of God. The teacher concludes
“fear God and keep his commandments.” Proverbs 

reminds us, “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom.” Fear is 
not terror. It is an holy awe or 
respect. Reverence for God and 
obedience to God go together.

Finding God (Proverbs 
2:1-5). God can be known as we 
are open and receptive to him. 
The “if... then” clauses indicate 

that these are conditional
promises. We must be willing to ap­

propriate the truths of God’s Word. We must ac­
tively hide these words in our heart, we have to 
give ear to what God tells us, we must seek after 
and pursue his wisdom. The fear of the Lord and 
the knowledge of God are inseparably related.

Finding true wisdom (w. 6-8). Those who 
trust God are given wisdom by God. Worldly wis­
dom is the ability to take things apart. Godly wis­
dom is the grace to put things back together. The 
practical result of this wisdom is realized in mean­
ingful living day to day. God also protects those 
who walk in his wisdom.

Finding a trustworthy guide (ch. 3:5-6). 
Some speak of “finding God’s will” as if it were 
something distinct from finding God. Others talk 
as if they have a “God’s eye view” on life. These 
verses remind us that we are to have complete 
confidence in God. We are not to depend on our 
own insights. Our focus is on knowing him. He 
promises to take care of making our paths 
straight. In other words, we may not always know 
the particulars of God’s will but if we concentrate 
on relating to and knowing him, he will close and 
open doors to keep us in his will.

Finding meaningful life (ch. 8:35-36). Wid- 
som is personified. In the context of faith wisdom 
is relational. When one finds Godly wisdom one 
finds life. If one repudiates wisdom, he sins 
against God and against himself. We were created 
for God. Facing life without knowing and relating 
to God is about as practical as having an automo­
bile without an engine. Such a car may look nice 
in the driveway and impress the neighbors but it 
will never accomplish its intended purpose of pro­
viding transportation. We can participate in the 
facade of life by getting caught up in the temporal 
or through Christ we can have real life. We must 
choose to cooperate with the grace of God that is at 
work in our life. ■ — L. Joseph Rosas III is pastor 
of Union Avenue Church, Memphis.

Praising God
By Kevin Goza

Focal Passage —Psalm 105:1-11, 43-45
History proudly proclaims God’s mighty acts that 

made possible a love relationship with him. The 
writer of Psalm 105 calls us to remembrance of how 
God is at work.

God’s works of love — w. 1-11
Verses 1-4 are a call to worship. We are encouraged 

to give thanks, pray, sing, and tell of God’s wonderful 
acts toward man. The fact that God loves us so much 
as to make every effort to relate to us should motivate 
intense adoration of him.

The reader is encouraged to glory in his name (v. 
4). So often we glory in ourselves and our own accom­
plishments. When we glory in God, we admit that our 
very existence depends upon him and his grace. The 
person who glories in God finds their strength for liv­
ing in him, seeking his face in the midst of the entan­
glements of this life.

What is there to remember about God’s works? The 
psalmist lists several. In their lives, God had per­
formed miracles before them. Heavenly wonders oc­

curred in their sight. He had led them through dark 
moments and rebellious moments through his wise 
judgments.

All of these things occurred because Israel was a 
people with a mission. God had given them a blessed 
purpose, and he was therefore committed to meeting 
every need they had in the fulfillment of that purpose. 
They were the descendants of Abraham (v. 6), his cho­
sen people.

This points to the main thing to remember about

Letters to the seven churches
By Tom Moncrief

Focal Passage — Reve­
lation 2:1-7; 3:14-16, 19- 

22
The exalted, glorified Christ was 

seen by John in his vision recorded 
in Revelation 1. He was in the midst 
of his churches holding the pastors 
(messengers) in his right hand. 
Christ was shown to be the center of 
the church’s unity and life as well as 
her power and authority. The seven 
churches addressed represent all 
churches. The only way they can ful­
fill their mission in the world and 
become the church which pleases 
and truly honors Christ is to receive 
Christ more into their life.

John saw the church as it is. 
Each letter shows that Christ has 
full knowledge and understanding of 
each church. Any church at any 
time may find Christ’s message and 
draw warning, encouragement, and 
consolation from these letters.

To the church in Ephesus (ch. 
2:1-7). Each letter was to the church 
in the capital and foremost city of 
Asia. Paul devoted three years of 
ministry there. Christ’s titles in this 
letter show his presence in his 
church with absolute power and sov­
ereign protection over the churches 
as he moves among them. Christ 
dwells energetically, not just pas­
sively, in his people, the church.

“I know” stresses Christ’s inti­
mate acquaintance with each 
church. He perfectly knows all. He 
knew the faithfulness under difficul­
ties demonstrated by the Ephesians. 
With all the good, they had left their 
first love. They hated heresy. Could 
it be they did not love those who dif­
fered in their beliefs? It seems al­
ways to be difficult to love those who 
disagree. Failing to love and becom­
ing strongly self-opinionated and 
self-righteous with a censorious and 
hypercritical spirit misses the whole 
point of true Christianity.

Christ called upon the church to 
remember the spirit of love they had 
known and to repent of their sin and 
do the first works. Otherwise, he 
would come and remove the candle­
stick. The church is essentially a 
light-bearing community. Ceasing to 
give light shows it ceases to be the 
church. Any congregation is a 
church to the extent their faith and 
works are motivated by love.

Christ exhorts attention to the 
spirit’s voice leading to heeding his 
voice. The Lord would respond by 
giving life. Out of a loving church 
the living waters flow and the tree 
of life stands beside it.

To the church in Laodicea

God and his mighty 
acts. He keeps the 
covenants that he 
makes with his peo­
ple (vv. 8-11). Any 
plan of God will 
come to fulfillment
Any promise he makes
will be honored. God had a plan for the redemption of 
sinful man, and that plan rested on a covenant he had 
made with his people.

Today, Christians stand as the grateful beneficia­
ries of God’s commitment to keeping his promises. 
Our salvation through Jesus is the result of his 
covenant.

The result of praise — w. 43-45
As we are involved in praise to God for his faithful­

ness, we benefit from God’s response to that praise. 
Praise leads the participant to obey God’s Word. Vers­
es 43-45 tell the story of a people who joyfully fol­
lowed God. God gave them a place to serve him. God’s 
purpose for giving them a land is made clear in verse 
45: That they might keep his precepts and obey his 
laws.

As we honor God with remembrance 
and praise, he reminds us of the pur­
pose of his acts of love toward us. He 
wants his children to model obedi­
ence in this life. When Christians 
follow God, they set the greatest ex­
ample of commitment that the un­
saved person could ever see. Our 
obedience to God reveals the reality 
of our relationship to God.

The greatest praise to God for his 
mighty acts is for us to respond by obedience to his 
Word. ■ — Kevin Goza is pastor of First Church, 
Lebanon.

(ch. 3:14-16, 19-22). "The 
faithful and true witness” 
who is “the Amen” and “be- 
ginning (source) of cre­
ation” addresses Laodicea. 

These titles contrast with the luke­
warm spirit of the church. The 
church made many claims to their 
wealth and also claimed it was by 
their own efforts. This claim of 
wealth may have been a factor in 
the church’s condition. It may have 
produced a self-righteous and self- 
sufficient attitude which caused 
them to not see Christ in the right 
way. They were pitiably poor, blind, 
and naked.

The remedy for their condition 
wras to receive real and genuine 
wealth from the Lord. Short of that, 
Christ would show’ his love for them 
by bringing affliction upon them to 
awaken them. Permitting persecu­
tion to come upon the people had a 
redemptive purpose. Rebuke and 
chastening may be signs of tena­
cious love. Judgments are expres­
sions of deep affection intended to 
lead to repentance.

Our Lord invites his children to 
have fellowship with him, but each 
must invite him into the heart and 
life. He is ever ready to respond. He 
provides close communion and victo­
ry and exaltation to the heavenly 
realm. ■ — Tom Moncrief is a mem­
ber of First Ghurch, Cleveland.
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Warren to leave 
Home Life post 
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Charlie 
Warren, editor of the Baptist 
Sunday School Board’s Home 
Life magazine since 1988, will 
leave the position July 31 as 
the board pursues new leader­
ship and direction for the fami­
ly publication, according to 
Gary Hauk, director of the dis­
cipleship and family department.

“During his tenure, Charlie 
has overseen a major redesign 
of Home Life that has moved 
the magazine forward in an ex­
cellent way,” Hauk said. “I 
pray that the Lord will open a 
door of fulfilling service for 
him.”

Warren said, “Home Life 
has touched hundreds of thou­
sands of lives during my eight 
years as the editor. I am grate­
ful that God chose to use me in 
such a high-impact ministry.”

Warren, former associate 
editor of the Baptist and Re­
flector, will become public rela­
tions director at Oklahoma 
Baptist University, Shawnee, 
Okla, effective. Aug. 15. O

Please send copies of the’ Baptist and Reflector.

Church

Address________________________________________________________________

Your Name Title

Agency trustees 
take steps toward 
dissolution
Baptist Press

PIPESTEM, W. Va. — 
Trustees of the Education 
Commission took steps June 
23-24 to implement the actions 
of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention abolishing the 81-year- 
old agency by June 1997.

Trustees meanwhile ex­
pressed a desire to retain some 
flexibility in the process and to 
protect the best interests of 
staff who must find other posi­
tions of service.

The annual trustee meeting 
at Pipestem Resort State Park 
and hosted by Bluefield Col­
lege, may be the last plenary 
session of the governing board 
of the agency which relates to 
Southern Baptist seminaries, 
colleges, universities, and 
schools.

Early in the session a mo­
tion was made that would have 
effectively abolished the com­
mission as early as Dec. 31, 
1996. The motion was ap­
proved without a specific date 
stipulated.

The trustee action prompted 
further discussion and a sub­
stitute motion which designat­
ed June 19, 1997, as the ter­
mination date for commission 
staff and programs. That mo­
tion lost by a 9-8 margin.

However, discussion on the 
matter produced a consensus 
that the trustees should retain 
flexibility in the agency’s disso­
lution while keeping faith with 

August 18 is 
Baptist and Reflector Day 
Aug. 18 is Baptist and Reflector Day on the Tennessee Baptist Convention 

calendar. The Baptist and Reflector is the official newsjournal of Tennessee 
Baptists. Make sure everyone in your congregation is aware of their paper. 
Plan now to observe Baptist and Reflector Day. We will provide a free copy 
for each of your members. If your church used to subscribe but no longer 
does so, this will be a good way to remind those members of their paper and 
to introduce it to new members. Use the form below to order copies of the 
Aug. 14 issue. Mail form by Aug. 6 to Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN 37024.

the action and spirit of the 
SBC action, part of the conven­
tion-wide “Covenant for a New 
Century” now being imple­
mented.

Technically, the dissolution 
of the Education Commission 
will become a merger with the 
SBC Executive Committee, un­
der Tennessee laws. Both cor­
porations have offices in Nash­
ville. ■

FMB leaders 
denounce ruling
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — The South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board has joined a rising ca­
cophony of voices protesting an 
Islamic court’s recent ruling 
that Kuwaiti Christian Robert 
Hussein should be killed for 
his faith. Hussein, 45, is in 
hiding.

Board Pres­
ident 'Jerry 
Rankin de­
nounced the 
ruling June 27 
as a “miscar­
riage of jus­
tice” and ap­
pealed to all 
“freedom-lov­
ing Americans” to raise a cry. 
“We are asking believers in the 
United States to petition God 
with prayer and petition the 
Kuwaiti government for Mr. 
Hussein’s safety,” Rankin said.

Human rights advocates see 
Hussein’s case as precedent­
setting in Kuwait and have 
called on people worldwide to 
mount a letter-writing cam­

RANKIN

paign to Shaikh Saad Al- 
Sabah, Kuwait’s crown prince 
and prime minister, and Mo­
hammed Sabah Al-Slim, its 
ambassador to the United 
States. (Interested people can 
call the Baptist and Reflector 
office at (615) 371-2003 for ad­
dresses.)

In February the court ruled 
Hussein should lose his wife 
and custody of his two chil­
dren, at least four houses, his 
contractor’s business, and 
about $4 million in assets and 
inheritance unless he “repent­
ed” by May. Hussein’s refusal 
to renounce Jesus Christ — 
claiming freedom of religion 
based on the Kuwaiti constitu­
tion — led to the Islamic 
judge’s latest ruling. ■

Nashville native 
tapped by WMU
WMU news office

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Nashville native Sarah Groves 
has joined the staff of South­
ern Baptist Woman’s Mission­
ary Union as a youth consul­
tant. She will work with 
WMU’s Acteens and Youth on 
Mission organizations, along 
with helping to develop other 
tools and resources for involv­
ing youth in missions educa­
tion and involvement.

Groves formerly was inter­
im youth director at Mountain 
Brook Church, Birmingham. 
She is a graduate of Samford 
University, Birmingham, and 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas. ■

COM holds 
annual rally 
Baptist Press

GREENWOOD, Miss. — 
More than 250 recreational 
vehicles packing 567 people 
spent mid-June on the park­
ing lot of the civic center 
here for the 25th annual 
National Campers on Mis­
sion Rally.

The tradeoff for camping 
on a parking lot was that 
the campers could have 
their rally in the air condi­
tioned civic center, beating 
the 95-degree summer heat.

Participants swapped 
mission work stories, ate 
barbecue and catfish, took 
classes in such disparate 
subjects as juggling and de­
veloping a golf ministry, 
and enjoyed the company of 
people who love to camp 
and do mission work at the 
same time.

In a campground setting 
where people are relaxed 
and friendly, “there’s hardly 
a bobble between talking 
about the natural and su­
pernatural of life,” said 
speaker John McBride, 
director of missions for 
Shelby Association, and 
one of the people who 
dreamed up Campers on 
Mission 25 years earlier.

The stories of witness 
and mission participation 
abounded. Joel Land, asso­
ciate director of the Home 
Mission Board’s special 
ministries department, said 
the American Bible Society 
reported to him that 
Campers on Mission distrib­
ute more Scripture than 
any group they have contact 
with.

Besides being a featured 
speaker reminiscing on the 
first national COM rally in 
1972 at Land Between the 
Lakes, Ky., the HMB staffer 
also led a seminar.

The national rally took 
planning and physical ef­
fort. Local COM members 
who planned the event had 
to go to Greenwood two 
weeks early to work with 
the city in setting up electri­
cal and water hookups for 
the RVs. Families came 
from 19 states, plus On­
tario, Canada, where a 
chapter of COM has been 
organized.

COM is Baptist-oriented, 
but any Christian camper 
can join. There is no charge 
for membership and oppor­
tunities for Christian ser­
vice are constant.

The 1997 national rally 
will take place June 10-13 
in Hutchinson, Kan. ■
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