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> Alabama voters face pro­
posal to remove limits on 
monetary prizes offered 
in bingo games. — Page 
4

► Women on Mission re­
treat set for Sept. 20-21.
— Page 4

> World Changers pro­
vides singles missions 
projects. — Page 4

> Partnership work re­
ported in insert. — 
Pages 5-8

BASKETBALL IN POLAND

► Nearly $500,000 from 
arson fund’ given to 
churches across U.S. — 
Page 10

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728. Brentwood. Tenn., 
37024

Board acts on CP budget goal, camp plans
By Wm. Fletcher Allen, editor 
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Exec­
utive Board, Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention, Sept. 6 ap­
proved a $28.2 million 1996-97 
Cooperative Program budget, 
elected Eugene Cotey as its 
president, and approved Tim 
Holcomb as Church Growth 
Development Group leader.

All three elected officers 
were unopposed.

In another major action, the 
Executive Board approved a 
concept plan from the Central 
Administrative Committee, for 
master plans of Camp Carson 
and Camp Linden, to serve as 
“the guiding blueprint for the 
development of both proper­
ties.”

Master plans for both 
camps were presented by com­
mittee chairman Conyer Walk­
er and discussed.

The board approved the 
committee’s request to “em­
power the Central Administra­
tive Committee to begin imple­
mentation of the Master Plan 
at both camps on a pay-as-you- 
go basis.”

The request also pledged 
that the committee will bring 
to the board regular progress 
reports, proposals for begin­
ning any new phase of work, 
and all proposals regarding 
the financing and budgeting of 
construction.

The CAC was “empowered 
to employ architects, engi­
neers, and contractors to con­

duct work as 
necessary with­
in phase sched­
ule and budget 
framework as 
approved by the 
board.”

The CAC 
also was autho­
rized to begin 
selection of 
architectural/ 
engineering 
firms and gen­
eral matters or 
specific areas of 
both camps, in­
cluding both 
main lodges.

All design 
work, it was 
agreed, would 
be paid from 
available Gold­
en State Mission Offering 
funds, with major construction 
subject for approval of budget 
and financing by the Executive 
Board.

The board, meeting at the 
Baptist Center here, also elect­
ed Eugene Cotey, retired pas­
tor from First Church. Mur­
freesboro, as its incoming pres­
ident.

Michael Smith, pastor of 
Second Church, Memphis, is 
vice president, and Reed 
Dixon, layman from First 
Church, Sweetwater, was cho­
sen secretary.

Tim Holcomb, former Sun­
day School Board employee 
and currently associate pastor 
of South Main Church,

PRESIDENT OF THE Executive Board, Herbert Higdon, left, presents new officers, 
from left, Eugene Cotey, retired pastor, First Church, Murfreesboro: Michael Smith, 
pastor, Second Church, Memphis: and Reed Dixon, member of First Church. 
Sweetwater. — Photo by Connie Davis

Pasadena, Texas, was ap­
proved as CGD group leader, 
effective Oct. 1.

Bill Wilson, who had been 
serving in that post, will con­
tinue as Ministry Coordinator 
with four groups reporting.

Holcomb served 12 years at 
the SSB, most recently as a 
manager supervising sched­
ules, budgets, and field ser­
vices. He had also been in­
volved in training events and 
designing products.

The budget recommenda­
tion of $28,192,138, is a 4.5 
percent increase over the cur­
rent budget. Presented by Paul 
Medley, Budget and Program 
Committee chairman, the pre­
sentation was discussed briefly 

before approval.
During the discussion, Joey 

Rosas, Memphis, reminded 
board members of the SBC- 
mandated dissolution of the 
Education Commission. “This 
means there is no longer a 
strong SBC advocacy for 
Christian liberal arts educa­
tion.

“We do not want to restrict 
or hold back on our colleges, 1 
just want to say an affirming 
w?ord of support for our col­
leges,” he said. Rosas also said 
he was grateful for the conven­
tion-approved endowment pro­
gram for Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Union University, and 
Belmont University.
— See page 2

BURNING A NOTE representing the payment of a $120,000 debt 
are leaders of First Church, Pinewood, in Nunnelly, from left, Cindy 
Leeper; Donnie Craig, former pastor who founded the church; 
Jeanie LaCasse; and Wes Gray. The event took place on Aug. 4 
along with a celebration of the 12th anniversary of the church and a 
homecoming.

For Hucricone Fran victims

Cleanup workers requested
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The 
North Carolina Brotherhood 
office has requested help from 
Tennessee following Hurri­
cane Fran, reported Tim Bear­
den, Tennessee’s Brotherhood 
director.

Volunteers willing to travel 
to one of the stricken areas 
and do clean-up work are 
needed, especially Sept. 12-14, 
said Bearden.

A TBC Brotherhood Disas­
ter Relief team left Sept. 6 for 
Wilson, N.C. to assist with 
feeding victims of the hurri­
cane, only to be rerouted 
home later that day, accord­

ing to Bearden.
The 25-person Brotherhood 

delivery team was en route to 
Knoxville, when notified that 
the need for food services was 
not as severe as first thought.

Mickey Caison, on-site dis­
aster relief coordinator; and 
his North Carolina counter­
part, Richard Brunson, made 
the decision. The need for 
clean-up volunteers was re­
ported by Brunson at press 
time of the Baptist and Reflec­
tor Sept. 9

Those wishing to volunteer 
should contact the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Brother­
hood office at (615) 371-2025. 
B&R
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Board acts
— Continued from page 1

In the budget request, 
board members also approved 
a recommendation “that any 
overage be shared according to 
the existing budget alloca­
tions,” and Program State­
ments of the TBC be brought 
into agreement and support of 
the changes brought about by 
the restructuring of the SBC 
and the remodeling of Execu­
tive Board ministries.

Walker showed board mem­
bers designs of the master 
plans for Camp Linden and 
Camp Carson.

He said the initial phase 
should be completed prior to 
the December Executive Board 
meeting. “We don’t anticipate 
any major fund raising,” he re­
ported, adding, “We may ask 
some deep-pocket individuals

Porch reports August 
CP gifts show increase

“Cooperative Program gifts 
from Tennessee Baptist 
churches during the month of 
August totaled $2,635,170. CP 
gifts for fiscal 1995-96 total 
$24,093,220. -

“The year’s total is an in­
crease of $1,639,912 over the 
same period for the previous 
fiscal year.

Throughout 1995-96, Ten­
nessee Baptists have continu­
ally demonstrated their com­
mitment to missions, Christian 
education, and a variety of 
ministries across the state 
through their CP giving.” — 
James Porch, Executive Direc­
tor. B&R

Group expresses views with meetings, newsletters
By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — A news 
story from Associated Baptist 
Press Sept. 4 reported on a 
movement in east Tennessee 
that would change the powers 
of the elected Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention president.

This comes despite a 
state-wide effort in 1992-93 
to give Tennessee Baptists 
statewide opportunity to ex­
press themselves on election 
processes.

A motion was approved at 
the record-setting annual 
meeting in Gatlinburg, to initi­
ate a committee to study the 
processes. More than 2,200 
messengers attended that 
meeting.

A balanced committee of 
conservative and moderate 
Tennessee Baptists arranged 
for several regional hearings. 
Tennessee Baptist were urged 
to express themselves particu­
larly on the election processes

on CP budget goal, camp ...
for help.” He es­
timated the 
long range mas­
ter plan would 
be 10 to 15 
years in devel­
opment.

Probably the 
main thrust, 
Walker said, 
was tto make 
both camps bet­
ter equipped for 
adult min­
istries. There 
will be new mo­
tel accommoda­
tions at both 
camps eventual­
ly, he said.

For Carson 
Springs Baptist 
Camp and Con­
ference Center (new name), 
and Linden Baptist Camp and 
Conference Center, a 10-year 
project with turn key comple­
tion would cost $8.6 million 
and $4.8 million respectively, 
he added.

There will not be any con­
struction before reporting to 
the Executive Board with spe­
cific requests.

The Kemp Group of White 
Oak, Penn., is the consultant 
being used for the project. The 
drawings can be viewed at the 
Baptist Center, Brentwood.

During the report on the 
camps, questions were asked 
about the feasibility of expan­
sion. TBC camps are experi­
encing increased requests by 
groups who want to use Ten­
nessee Baptist camps rather 
than camps from other 

involving the Executive Board 
and other major convention 
committees.

Attendance was much less 
than expected though the ses­
sions were announced well in 
advance.

The special committee re­
ported to the convention in No­
vember 1993. Messengers at 
Two Rivers Church, Nashville, 
referred three proposals and 
deleted two others. According 
to convention officials, the 
spirit of the report was being 
carried out even before the 
convention met.

Apparently centered in 
Chilhowee Association, the 
major thrust of the group 
would give the president ap­
pointive powers.

Two pastors in the group 
Guy Milam, Springview 
Church, Maryville, and former 
member of the Executive 
Board, and Charles Bailey, 
Laurel Bank Church, 
Louisville, were contacted by a 
ABP newsman.

EXECUTIVE BOARD employees recognized Sept. 6 for work anniversaries. From 
left, Walker Wright, BSU director, University of Memphis, 10 years; Roy Miller, pro­
gram associate, Sunday School, 10 years; Adam Hall Jr., BSU director, UT-Martin, 
25 years; Pat Poindexter, administrative secretary, Church Music, 10 years; Maurice 
Hays, BSU director, Jackson State, 10 years; and Elizabeth Farmer, Administrative 
Assistant, Missions, 10 years.

sources, said William Maxwell.
Eugene Cotey remarked 

that “if we make our camps 
like some of the best in other 
state conventions, we will be 
doing a great thing.”

Giving a report from the Re­
location Feasibility Study Sub­
committee, Russ Dunham, 
chairman, said the committee 
is still negotiating with Brent­
wood.

“We hope our current work 
is completed within a few 
weeks,” he said. “We are 
studying this and have not 
moved toward thinking that a 
move would be best. There are 
still many things to consider.”

The study came out of the 
May Executive Board meeting 
and impact of major road con­
struction on Maryland Way 
and loss of Executive Board

Bailey, Milam, and others 
in Chilhowee, have formed a 
Conservative Baptist Alliance. 
They have held meetings and 
circulated at least two newslet­
ters.

Bailey said the alliance rep­
resents 35-40 pastors who reg­
ularly attend the association’s 
ministers’ conference. He said, 
according to the ABP story, 
that moderates have dropped 
out of that group.

The second letter apparent­
ly was mailed to about 1,300 
people in eastern Tennessee. 
Bailey said the group will have 
at least one “statewide” mail­
ing prior to a rally set for Oct. 
15.

The group expressed con­
cerns which they blame on 
“years of dominance by moder­
ates on our various state 
boards and agencies.” The let­
ter said that if the efforts to 
change the presidency failed, 
they could do nothing, divert 
funds, or form another conven­
tion.

property. “We are looking at 
the pros and cons of moving,” 
he said. B&R

BILL WILSON, right, welcomes 
Tim Holcomb to Executive 
Board staff position.

Reference was made to a re­
tired pastor of Monte Vista 
Church, Howard Olive, who 
was elected to the Executive 
Board last year. A field worker 
for Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship, Olive has previously 
served on the board.

Olive submitted a letter to 
the Baptist and Reflector, 
which somehow reached ABP, 
in which he took issue with 
some of the figures noted in 
the Bailey-Milam mailout.

Bailey said he accepted 
Olive’s figures on percentage of 
Chilhowee churches represent­
ed on state boards, but “the 
point’s still the same.”

The mailout had decried 
what it called lack of represen­
tation on boards and commit­
tees from Chilhowee.

The first mailout urged pas­
tors to send the maximum al­
lowable number of messengers 
to the 1996 annual meeting in 
Nashville. B&R

(Editor’s note; See editorial 
on page 5).
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Marching along
rom a friend: “If a stealth bomber 
crashes in a forest, will it make any 

? noise?”
—Interesting question. It might be 

asked in a different way with differ­
ent subject matter. Will the sounds of differences and 
arguments be heard about the steady harmony of co­
operative ministries in Tennessee?

Psalm 134 is a short one, but it is packed with wis­
dom and good advice for the body of Christ in today’s 
world. Yes, even Tennessee Baptists.

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers live to­
gether in unity.

“It is like precious oil running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s [the priest] beard, down 
upon the collar of his robes.

“It is as if the dew of [Mount] Hermon were falling 
on Mount Zion.

“For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even 
forevermore ”

Another friend remembers that he once tried to 
calm down an irritated brother in Christ, who felt he 
had been wrongly treated. His efforts were repulsed, 
and the brother angrily retorted, “No, I don’t want 
reconciliation; I’d rather be mad.”

Paul, the peripatetic apostle of Christ, told the 
Corinthians, “Examine (check up on) yourselves to 
see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do 
you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you — unless, 
of course, you fail the test?” (II Corinthians 13:5).

Jesus, with deep compassion, said as he saw the 
hapless and harassed crowds of people, “The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few* He was talking 
to the disciples about the people who were like sheep 
without a shepherd, but who were available to hear 
and respond to the Good News. He told the disciples 
to ask God to send out workers into his harvest field.

together is best way
In today’s scene, disciples may be too busy clamor­

ing about political righteousness and composing theo­
logical tests to impose on others.

Have we Tennessee Baptists become like stealth 
bombers?

And if we judge, do we judge by the criterion of 
self, or the criterion of Christ Jesus?

Again, some words from Paul, the itinerant 
preacher, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 
Honor one another above yourselves. * That comes in
the middle of those great admonitions in Romans 12. 
That makes good reading before we judge each other.

More from Romans, in chapter 12:5-7, the advice 
reaches across all boundaries that seem to separate 
Christians. He says, “May the God who gives en­
durance and. encouragement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that 
with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one an­
other, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God.*

Tennessee Baptists are doing some great work for 
the Lord. There are thousands upon thousands work-
ing in his vineyard. We are committed to serve him 
through all the ministries, Partnerships Missions, 
Disaster Relief, colleges and schools, agents of mis­
sions, evangelism, education, and the rest.

There are bonafide differences among Tennessee 
Baptists, from border to border. The landscape is dif­
ferent, the language is different, the people are differ­
ent, the politics are different, the economy, the spiri­
tual gifts are different, our churches are different.

Yes, even Baptists are different. But should any of 
this keep us apart, should any prevent us from walk­
ing together and serving Christ together?

Satan likes to magnify those differences until they 
split us apart and prevent us from being the mighty 

army that Christ 
can use so well.

Here is the situa­
tion. Some Ten­
nessee Baptists feel 
they and their 
churches have not 
had enough involve­
ment in service on 
committees and boards. A group from Chilhowee As­
sociation has chosen to organize and be heard. They 
have meetings and a newsletter. They have declared 
intentions to try to change the TBC if necessary, to 
give the president appointive powers. There may be 
others, with varying opinions.

We have heard counsel for and against reporting 
on these. Sometimes in life, such counsel comes from 
those who don’t see both sides of the issues. However 
you feel about it, we feel compelled to report. The 
news story is found on page 2 of this issue.

There has been no suggestion from any TBC lead­
ership that this news be ignored by the Baptist and 
Reflector. But the editor, and probably others, feels 
that internal strife is too costly in money, lost friend­
ships, loss of unity, and lost opportunities in world­
wide ministry.

Advice is not always easily given or received. 
Where there are questions about the direction of the 
Convention, mediation is the answer, not angry con­
flict. The Scripture verses quoted in this editorial are 
not quoted with a pious attitude. They seem to be 
helpful in this atmosphere. They are conciliatory, but 
not without responsibility. All of us are responsible 
for our actions. And all of us must be sure we are act­
ing in Christ’s name, not ours.

Let us come together. No one wins in spiritual 
fights. Let Christ be the Mediator. B&R

Just for 
today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 
Eudora Church, Memphis

Life can be exciting; try hitching rides, washing feet

Start with a smile
Reporter: “Congressman, 

you’ve had 40 years of political 
life. What has been the most 
important thing you have 
learned in all those years?”

Congressman: “I have 
learned that it is not so much 
whether you won or lost in life. 
What really matters is how 
you placed the blame.”

Take this truth
Excuse making is one of so­

ciety’s greatest problems to­
day.

Thomas Bacon said, “How 
easy a thing it is to find a staff 
if a man be minded to beat a 
dog.”

In Nights with Uncle Re­
mus, Joel Chandler Harris 
wrote, “No ’polligy ain’t gwine 
ter make ha’r come back whar’ 
de biling water hit.”

I like Elbert Hubbard’s epi­
gram, “Don’t make excuses — 
make good.”

Memorize this Scripture
The invisible things of him 

... are clearly seen ... so that 
they are without excuse (Ro­
mans 1:20).
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me to take re­
sponsibility for my decisions. ■

I guess it’s hard to determine how 
far down under Australia really is. 
The best way is to go there — see for 
yourself. Spiritually, they are home­
folks.

The group of 36 Tennessee Baptists 
who traveled “down under” earlier this 
summer learned there is more to Baptists 
there than just having different expres­
sions and accents in language.

Aussies, they call themselves, and it 
didn’t take long for us to feel at home.

We quickly found that prayer and a 
family attitude about church in the 
Greater Wollongong area seem to be two 
basic priorities.

Our group of eight was assigned to 
Thirroul Community Baptist Church. 
Thirroul, like a dozen other towns, hugs 
the southeastern coastline of the Illawar- 
ra region.

We found a home for that two weeks of 
cooperative missions.

In fact, the mission turned out to be a 
two-way mission. Thirroul Church minis­

It's good to be a member off God's family
As members of the family of God, we 

are responsible for one another in sev­
eral ways.

We have the responsibility to care 
for one another, pray for one another, en­
courage one another, and help one anoth­
er.

Read these words from I Thessalonians 
carefully:

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn 
those who are unruly, comfort the faint­
hearted, uphold the weak, be patient with 
all.

“See that no one renders evil for evil to 
anyone, but always pursue what is good 
both for yourselves and for all,” (I Thessa­

one word more
— by Wm. Fletcher Allen, editor

tered to us even as we ministered with 
them day by day.

David McGrouther is the vivacious 
young pastor. Full of energy' and innova­
tive, it was tough to try to follow him. 
Physically, I mean.

I think he has always been that 
way. We might say, a bundle of en­
ergy. But it is more than that. 
Most of his energy is spiritual — 
and that drives him.

After a sunrise prayer time 
with 25 or 30 pastors, four of us 
ventured up on Mount Keira — 
which overlooks the towns be­
low. It was a perfect day for spir­
itual blessing. Ray Luck and I had 
joined Pastor McGrouther and June 
Bock. We rejoiced in the moments of 
grandeur.

On the way down, winding the tortured 

ALLEN

tlrin about it
— by Ken Clayton, pastor. Tulip Grove Church, ' 3 

Old Hicktory
lonians 5:14).

Each person’s needs are different.
Some need a warning, some need com­

fort, some need to be held up by stronger 
arms, but all of us need patience.

We can never have enough patience. 
We will always need for others to be pa­
tient with us.

Someone has said, “People are like is­
lands. Sometimes you have to row around 
them before you know where to land.”

As we get to know each other, care for

curves on the most circuitous route. 
I was able to probe my friend David. 
He had been warm and gracious, but 
1 took these precious minutes to 

seek his heart.
I learned he is a man of enormous 

faith. I learned also that he loves the 
church with incomparable passion. He is a 
true servant of the living Lord, and he and 

his family, especially his wife 
Yvonne, revel in sacrifice.

Have you ever felt dry spiritual­
ly about not reaching your goals in 
witnessing? David McGrouther 
cures that by hitching rides on the 
highways and witnessing to the 
lost people God sends him. Did 
you ever need something badly 
and try to do it for yourself? David 
asks God for those tough solu­

tions.
At a recent service at Thirroul. Aussie 

friends have told me, they washed feet. 
Now is that surprising — if you think we 
should follow Christ’s example?

one another, and especially when we 
learn to pray for one another, we will 
understand how we can best demon­
strate the love of Christ to one anoth­

er.
It is a privilege and a great responsibil­

ity to be a part of the family of God.
We enjoy the privileges of being in­

volved with that family as members.
It follows that we should also rejoice in 

the opportunities to demonstrate the love 
of Christ to others.

We do that by being responsible mem­
bers of the family of God ourselves, and by 
sharing his never-ending love to other 
members of the family. ■

September 11,1^6 / B&R J



Annual retreat for Women on Mission set for Sept. 20-21
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The annual Re­
treat for Women on Mission, empha­
sizing worship, inspiration, fellow­
ship, and training, is scheduled Sept. 
20-21 in Jackson.

Sponsored by Woman’s Missionary
Union, Tennessee Baptist Conven- BABCOCK 
tion, the two-day meeting’s theme is
Joy for the Journey.” The meeting will be held at 

First Church, Jackson.
Registration begins at 1:45 p.m. Friday, and “early 

bird” conferences begin an hour later.
The seven conferences, which will be repeated at 

3:45, include these topics: Being Who You Are, Dee

SEAL WILLIAMSON

Weddle; Growing 
Spiritually, Carol 
Richardson; Clean 
up the Clutter, Car­
ol Pharris; Beyond 
the Basics for 
Women on Mission, 
Debbie Miller; Jour­
ney in West Africa, 
Dottie Babcock;

Journey in Mississippi, Dottie Williamson; and 
Prisms: Being God’s Light.

Babcock is a missionary to Ivory Coast, and 
Williamson is a missionary associate with the Home 
Mission Board, and directs a multihousing ministry 
in two Mississippi associations. Calvert, of Ashland, 

Ms., wrote Prisms; Being God’s Light for Missionaries 
through Prayer and Ministry.

A general session features the theme “Knowing 
Whose You Are,” with testimonies by Babcock and 
Williamson. Nelda Seal, retired WMU executive di­
rector for Louisiana, will have a Bible study, and 
Calvert will present Prayer Prisms.

Sessions at 8:30 and 9:25 a.m. Saturday are 
scheduled. A general session at 10:45 addresses 
“Growing into Who You Are.” Katharine Bryan, ex­
ecutive director Tennessee WMU will interview 
Babcock and Williamson. Seal and Calvert will 
close out the program which will adjourn at 12:30 
p.m.

Registration fee is $10. A Baptist Nursing Fellow­
ship meeting is set for Friday evening. ■

World Changers 
offers singles 
missions work
For Baptist Press

GLORIETA, N.M. — Sin­
gle adults now have a mis­
sions opportunity designed 
especially for them.

The Brotherhood Commis­
sion’s World Changers de­
partment offers pre-pack­
aged, hands-on, week-long 
missions projects tailored 
just for the unmarried adult, 
according to George Siler, 
who led conferences about 
the mission opportunity dur­
ing the 31st annual Single 
Adult Labor Day Getaway at 
Glorieta (N.M.) Baptist Con­
ference Center, Aug. 30-Sept. 
1. The Labor Day conferences 
are sponsored by the Baptist 
Sunday School Board disci­
pleship and family develop­
ment division.

Siler, who works for the 
Brotherhood Commission, 
provided nail-driving experi­
ences prior to evening wor­
ship services to show single 
adults a few construction ac­
tivities they would perform if 
they participated in the mis­
sion experience of renovating 
houses or building churches. 
Women who could drive a 
nail completely into a 2x4 
with four strikes of the ham­
mer won a T-shirt. Men had 
to drive the nail in the plank 
with two strikes.

“We involve young people 
and adults in a missions ex­
perience that teaches them 
servanthood and exposes 
them to opportunities to fur­
ther the Gospel,” Siler said. 
“The world we seek to change 
first is the participant’s. If we 
can focus on the experience of 
the participant so they truly 
develop a heart for missions, 
then they will be able to meet 
the needs of the people they 
serve — and change their 
world.”

World Changers started in 
1990 as a pilot project for 
high school students. ■

Unlimited bingo could fuel gambling in Alabama
By Jennifer Davis 
For Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Bingo. The past time of many 
senior citizens. The game 
played next to the cake walk 
at carnivals to raise money 
for high school band uni­
forms. A form of fund-raising 
for various nonprofit organi­
zations.

Such an innocent game. 
How could it ever cause any 
problems? But, in Alabama, 
controversy has arisen. That 
controversy deals with a pro­
posed amendment to appear on 
the Nov. 5 ballot that would do 
away with limits on the mone­
tary amount of prizes offered 
on bingo games in Jefferson 
County.

While the amendment 
seemingly only affects one 
area, opponents say the state 
is in danger of falling prey to 
the gambling industry if the 
amendment passes.

Daniel R. Farnell, a re­

How to develop a happy home for your family
The apostle Paul, sick, in prison, and 

over the age of 40, wrote an inspiring 
letter to a church in Philippi. In that 
letter he warns of four things which 
can rob us of our Christian joy and four 
things that can prevent us from losing our 
joy. I would like to apply these to the 
home by approaching four 
deterrents of a happy 
home and four determi­
nants of a happy home.

The four deterrents of a 
happy home are perspec­
tive, people, possessions, 
and problems. Our per­
spective is the way we 
view our circumstances.
As we have noted, Paul was in prison, 
sick, and 40-something. He did not let his 
perspective of even these circumstances 
rob him of his joy. In the second chapter 
the apostle describes how some people 
were giving him problems, but he refused 
to allow people to rob him of his joy. In the 
third chapter he addresses the effect that 
things and possessions have on our happi­
ness. We are all in danger of letting the

— by Paul Barkley, counselor, professor 'SI

BARKLEY

desire for possessions or the fear of the 
loss of possessions keep us from being 
happy. In the fourth chapter of this little 
letter, the apostle addresses the problems 
that we all face. Most of these revolve 
around wrong thinking and wrong feeling 
about perspective, people, and posses­
sions.

The apostle suggests four determinants 
of happiness in the home. Warren Wiersbe 
calls these the single mind, the submis­
sive mind, the spiritual mind, and the se­
cure mind. We can face the problem of 
perspective with the focus of a single 
mind. The apostle said that for him to live 
was Christ and to die was gain. We deal 
with problem people by having a submis­
sive mind.

The apostle uses the examples of Jesus 
Christ, himself, Timothy and Epaphrodi- 
tus to show how the submissive mind al­
lows us to have happiness in the face of 
problem people.

We use the third determinant to deal 
with the problem of possessions which 
rob us of our happy home. This third 
determinant is the spiritual mind. Paul 

has three analogies that he uses to help us 
understand the spiritual mind.

Wiersbe reminds us that Paul says 
that we must be like accountants with 
right values (I count), athletes with right 
vigor (I press), and aliens with right vision 
(I look). Each of these aspects of the spiri­
tual mind will provide the way to keep 
possessions or the lack of them from rob­
bing us of our happy home.

The final determinant is the secure 
mind. The apostle reminds us that we can 
face all our problems triumphantly when 
we have a secure mind. The security of 
mind is the product of God’s peace (w. 1- 
9), God’s power (w. 10-13), and God’s pro­
vision (w. 14-23).

It should be encouraging to each of us 
that we can face the deterrents of our hap­
py home (perspective, people, possessions, 
and problems) with four strong determi­
nants found in the right mind (single, sub­
missive, spiritual, and secure). B&X

search pathologist who has 
done extensive research on the 
gambling effort, said the 
amendment would allow gov­
erning bodies of any of the 
more than 30 cities and towns 
in Jefferson County, as well as 
the Jefferson County Commis­
sion, to set the limits for prize 
money at bingo games.

“Apparently, some legisla­
tors want us to believe the pro­
posed amendment is harm­
less,” said Farnell, of Hoover, 
Ala.

He added legislators claim 
the amendment calls for the 
upper limits on the size of bin- 
go prizes to be set by the legis­
lature, rather than individual 
city and town governments in 
Jefferson County approving 
the proposed local law.

The proposed amendment 
reads: “Relating to Jefferson 
County, proposing an amend­
ment to the Constitution of Al­
abama of 1901, to provide that 
the monetary amount of prizes 
for the playing of bingo shall 

be established by local law.”
The amendment is intended 

to change existing Amendment 
386 to the Alabama constitu­
tion, which permits bingo 
games in Jefferson County but 
strictly limits the amount of 
money offered in prizes.

The Alabama constitution 
currently states prizes given 
by any nonprofit organization 
for the playing of bingo games 
shall not exceed $1,200 in cash 
or gifts of equivalent value 
during any bingo session or 
$2,400 in cash or gifts of equiv­
alent value during any calen­
dar week.

Tony Petelos, chairman of 
the Jefferson County House 
delegation, said the purpose 
for removing the prize limita­
tions on bingo is to allow orga­
nizations to change prize 
amounts to adjust for inflation 
and cost-of-living increases — 
$1,200 in 1996 is not the same 
as $1,200 in 1979 when the 
limit was established and 
passed.

But Petelos said limits still 
need to be established. “This 
amendment would just allow 
local law to. set the limits 
rather than constitutionally,” 
he said.

Farnell warns Alabamians 
not to be misled — opening 
the door for unlimited bingo 
would allow for more sophisti­
cated gambling to plague the 
state.

“The proposed amendment, 
if adopted, will in effect be 
comparable to repealing Sec­
tion 65 of the Alabama consti­
tution, which now bars opera­
tion of lotteries and casino 
gambling in Alabama,” Farnell 
said, adding bingo is simply a 
form of lottery limited to rela­
tively small prizes. “Large 
prizes convert bingo to a full- 
fledged lottery.”

Farnell noted an amend­
ment to legalize bingo had to 
be adopted in Jefferson County 
because Section 65 of the con­
stitution prohibited bingo, call­
ing it a form of lottery. ■
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From 
the director

We are coming to the end of 
an extremely busy and fruitful 
summer with volunteer mis­
sions projects.

Our Tennessee teams have 
met many different needs at 
home and abroad, enabling 
churches, associations, and 
conventions to do what they 
could not have done by them­
selves.

Let me express my heartfelt

lives of every­
one you have ministered to in 
Christ’s name.

Each one of you has seen 
God uniquely work in lives. 
Each volunteer has experi­
enced God working to over­
come obstacles. For some it 
was the obstacle of money, and 
you watched as God provided 
the resources.

For others it was getting 
the time off from your job, 
finding someone to care for 
your children, or adjusting to 
the new foods and culture. 
However, as a result, you have 
had a tremendous opportunity 
to touch lives as well as have 
your own life touched.

I hope each of you has had 
the opportunity to share your 
experiences with your church. 
Your enthusiasm is one of the 
best ways to encourage other 
church members to be in­
volved in future volunteer mis­
sions activities.

If you are looking for mis­
sions speakers in your church, 
why not consider one of the 
many Tennessee Partnership 
missions volunteers. Let them 
share with your church their 
rich missions experience.

God Bless,

Belmont University athletes revisit Poland
By Betty Wiseman
For “The Macedonian Call”

Ten student athletes from 
Belmont University, Nashville, 
accompanied by Betty Wise­
man, associate professor, 
health and physical education, 
recently returned from Poland 
after working two weeks in 
Warsaw, Krakow, and Bia­
lystok.

I am the former Belmont 
ladies basketball coach, and 
now God is giving me opportu­
nities to get student athletes 
involved in sports evangelism 
mission trips. For six of the 
students and myself, it was 
our second trip to Poland in 
two years. Our mission again 
to Poland was to work with 
high school students, play bas­
ketball, share Christ, and be 
spontaneous to the needs and 
opportunities as they arose.

En route an unexpected de­
lay in Pittsburgh, Penn., 
caused us to miss our Polish 
flight out of Newark, N.J., that 
evening. It provided us with 
our first encounter with God’s 
“unexpected blessings” that 
would be afforded us through­
out the trip.

After a frustrating two hours 
in Newark, trying to find a mo­
tel at 11 p.m., we settled for our 
delay. We were just happy to be 
together in a strange place with 
all our luggage.

A call to SBC home mission­
aries, Nancy and DeLane 

Belmont team available to speak
The Belmont Universal;y missions basketball team is avail­

able to give testimonies, lead worship services, youth groups, 
etc. Contact Betty Wiseman to schedule the team. ■

READY TO PLAY is, left to right, David Weatherspoon, Keith Tenpenny, Chris Goode, Gary Rankhom, 
Kerry West, Kevin Fields, Seth Pettus, and in front, Jeff McGinnis.

Ryals, who lived 10 miles from 
our motel, provided us a 
promise of safe passage the fol­
lowing day to the airport. Our 
first unexpected blessing came 
when the Ryals came for us 
and provided a two-hour tour 
before going to the airport 
which included the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island. Not 
one of our team members had 
ever been to New York or New 
Jersey.

The following Monday, we 
began our ministry in a local 
high school in Warsaw. Our 
first classroom visit was an 
English class. The teacher 
said, “We are studying about 
the Statue of Liberty. We 
would like for you to tell us 
about it and give us your im­
pressions.”

I wanted to fall on my 
knees, but I smiled. As I found 
my seat, I fought back the 
tears and thanked God that he 
was in control and not me. It 
was a joyous and humbling ex­
perience as we shared about 
the Statue of Liberty.

The opportunities to witness 
in the high school in Warsaw, 
the freedom we had in that 
school, only God could orches­
trate that door.

Later, we were in Bialystok. 
It was one hour before game 
time when we arrived at the 
local gymnasium. This was the 
last game of our trip; our last 
opportunity to play ball and 
share Christ before heading

THE MISSIONS TEAM of basketball players from Belmont Univer­
sity pauses at the airport before leaving for Poland Left to right are 
Kevin Fields, Jeff McGinnis, Kerry West. Keith Tenpenny. David 
Weatherspoon, Betty Wiseman, Chris Goode, Amber Gibbs. Seth 
Pettus. Abby Benton, and Gary Rankhorn.

back to the States.
While the players went into 

the dressing room, I wandered 
into the gym.

To my surprise, I discovered 
a packed and overflowing 
crowd waiting to see the Amer­
icans play. We had heard this 
was a “good” team. What we 
did not know was it was 
Poland’s professional team. We 
were a “tune up” game for the 
Polish team as they prepared 
for the European champi­
onships.

I was overwhelmed and 
what would I say to my team 
before they took the floor. Sev­
eral thoughts filled my head. 
We had played games against 
W’arsaw’s best club team, 
played against, and with, high 
school teams, played with 
church groups, conducted clin­
ics, and played exhibition 
games.

I knew what the guys would 
say when I told them around 

1,500 people were waiting for 
them to take the floor.

“We didn’t come here for 
this, Coach Wiseman,” they 
echoed. “Competition is not 
what we are about on this trip. 
We are a mission trip. How did 
this happen?”

God provided the answer as 
we searched our hearts, 
prayed, and felt his powerful 
presence and peace. We did not 
come to compete like this, but 
God had set the stage. The 
people had come to see a bas­
ketball game with the Ameri­
cans. but what they did not 
know was God had brought 
them there to hear a witness 
for Jesus Christ.

It was one of the most mov­
ing experiences I have ever en­
countered as Kevin Fields and 
Kerry West, both of Hender­
sonville, told at halftime why 
we were there. Then they 
shared their personal relation­
ship with Christ. The people 
listened and they heard. It was 
a first in Poland, a witness for 
Christ at a major sporting 
event. (We also found out that 
the game was televised at a 
later date.)

We were also privileged to 
give our witness in Krakow be­
fore 600 people at a joint wor­
ship service of six denomina­
tions on a Sunday morning. 
This service was also a first in 
Poland, several denominations 
coming together to worship. 
Each day, each opportunity re­
minded us that God was in 
control.
— See Belmont, page 6

i ——........... .. .................................
i September 111996



TWEission-Ss

Introducing Victoria, my new friend in Poland, to Jesus
By Betty Wiseman
For “The Macedonian Call"

In addition to playing Pol­
ish adult teams, Belmont 
University basketball players 
also witnessed on the side­
lines. The following is an ac­
count by Betty Wiseman, Bel­
mont University associate 
professor of health and phys­
ical education, of sideline ac­
tion.

During a Sports Evange­
lism trip to Poland, Belmont 
University basketball play­
ers were preparing for a 
game with Warsaw’s out­
standing club team, when I 
met an interesting little girl, Victoria.

I watched as three small children 
couldn’t keep their eyes off the basket­
balls. rd seen children’s faces like this 
before, eager to get their hands on a 
basketball, perhaps for the first time.

I gathered up three balls and mo­
tioned for the little boys to come to cen­
ter court. I gave an impromptu basket­
ball clinic in dribbling, passing, and 
handling.

Even though these little players 
couldn’t speak English, they did every­
thing I showed them to do with the bas­
ketball.

Belmont University athletes revisit
— Continued from page 5

Jeff McGinnis of Nashville said, “I 
have played basketball all my life. I’ve 
been on Belmont’s outstanding teams 
and played in the National Association 
of Intercollegiate Athletes Final Four 
the past two years. But what I experi­
enced in Poland playing basketball and

WITNESSING to Victoria, center, are Amber Gibbs, left, and Abbey 
Benton.

I noticed a little girl standing nearby 
and motioned for her to come join us.

“Do you want to play?” I asked.
Victoria replied in English, “Yes!”
I got excited that she could speak 

English. She joined our team and we 
laughed and had a great time. I taught 
them how to give a “high five.” We also 
videoed and made pictures of my little 
Polish team.

Since the older players had finished 
their warm-up, the Belmont team 
joined hands and had a pre-game 
prayer. When I took my seat on the 
bench, Victoria joined me.

sharing my faith in Jesus Christ, it 
means far more to me than any experi­
ence I have had as an athlete.”

Besides Wiseman, Fields, West, and 
McGinnis, other members of Belmont’s 
English/Sports Evangelism team were: 
Abbey Benton, Amber Gibbs, Chris Goode, 
Seth Pettus, Gary Rankhom, Keith Ten-

“What were you doing?” 
she asked.

“We were praying,” I 
said.

“What’s that?” Victoria 
said.

“Hasn’t anyone ever told 
you about Jesus? Do you 
know who Jesus is?”

“No.”
I called Amber Gibbs 

and Abbey Benton from 
the stands and told them 
Victoria needed to know 
about our friend, Jesus. 
They took her to the 
stands and proceeded to 
tell her about Jesus. Clos­
ing my eyes, I said, “Thank 

you, Lord.”
Though the game had begun, my 

thoughts and prayers were for a mem­
ber of my “little Polish team.” God 
used Abbey and Amber. Victoria was 
their shadow for the rest of the 
evening. They also shot basketball with 
her at half time.

Victoria wrapped her arms around 
my waist when we said good-bye. I held 
her and said, “I love you and Jesus 
loves you, too.”

Abbey and Amber gave her special 
hugs. Victoria had tears running down 
her face and we cried, too.

penny and David Weatherspoon.
“These are only two stories, and 

there were so many, that the two weeks 
afforded us,” Wiseman added. “God 
was in control and reminded us over 
and over that the trip was his agenda, 
not ours.” ■ Marcia Knox contributed to 
this story

After we drove away, I thought, I 
don’t know if Victoria asked Jesus into 
her heart. She knows who he is and 
that he cares for her. The seed was 
planted. She also knows that there are 
some'Americahs who love her and 
touched her life. And she touched our 
lives, too. ■ — Marcia Knox also con­
tributed to this story

Dear Jeff:
The following excerpts are from a 

letter received by one of the Belmont 
University basketball players follow­
ing his recent trip to Poland.

I think that you’re a really happy 
guy because your faith in Lord is so 
strong. I think that everybody should 
believe in something, because with­
out faith and Jesus people are very 
lonely. I am very lonely and I really 
need Jesus, but I don’t know the way 
leading to “him.” Without Jesus in 
my heart, I feel so empty. I need 
someone to teach me about Jesus.

When you were talking about the 
God I could see the love in your eyes. 
I felt that everything you were talk­
ing about — it was true.

I wonder how did you get to this 
and what made your faith so strong. 
I tried to get to know and learn 
many other religions. But it didn’t 
help, I didn’t see this “light.”

After our meeting, I realized that 
I can’t five without God, it is impos­
sible. Please write to me as soon as 
you can.

Yours sincerely, 
Agnes

To the Churches in Tennessee:

As pastor of Evergreen Church, Cadillac, Michigan, I am writ­
ing to tell you how very grateful we are to all our brothers and 
sisters in the Volunteer State. , .

Thank you Tennessee for your love, faithfulness to missions, 
and obedience to our Lord Jesus.

It is mid-August, and we are absolutely in awe of what God 
has done this summer! A year ago, we sent a request to Terry 
Sharp, director of TBC Partnership Missions Department, for 
help in constructing a new building.

I would like to share what God through the churches of Ten­
nessee has done over the past two months. On the outside our 
new building is now 98 percent complete at Evergreen Church.

God spoke to the hearts of His people in Tennessee and this 
summer seven separate teams responded and came to Cadillac tc 
accomplish a miraculous work! .

On June 15, around 17 adults and 10 teens arrived from Mt. 
Olive Church, Knoxville. Before they left a week later the team 
had built all exterior and interior walls covered with sheeting. 
The first day and a-half-day they worked in rain!

However the cool, damp days did hinder our planned Backyard 
Bible clubs. We managed to meet a couple of days with our own 
kids in the sanctuary.

Next, there came a crew of eight from Lawrence County Asso­
ciation, south of Nashville. In four days the team had removed 
the baptistry from the old building and transferred it into the 
new one. Also they built the worship center platform. They donat­
ed $400 to the building fund! .

Cumberland Plateau and Sequatchie Valley Associations from 
Tennessee arrived July 15 to accomplish an incredible amount of 
work in putting up the trusses and the new roof. In spite of a day 
and a half-day of rain, the teams managed to shingle the old

inff $1,000 were also given 
associations. a six-man team from Georgetown^

buildings. They also bn eked of the ne

The final Tennessee team Brainerd Church, Ch at

Lake Cadillac where four people P church.
t ens also did a beautiful job ofTandscap ^g seemed impos-

In two months, T™nessee 1 God, Tennessee Bap-
sible. They built a church to the 1came t0 represent the

of our you. We love you all.Tennessee, thank you Very truly yours.
Pastor David CurM*

and the Folks at Evergreen Church
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Do missions work in Tennessee

Michiganders reverse normal roles of partnership
For “The Macedonian Call”

Oakland Woods Church, 
Clarkston, Mich., along with 
one of its mission congrega­
tions, ministered this summer 
to children in Tennessee’s 
Concord Association through 
Backyard Bible Clubs.

The Multihousing Ministry 
of Concord Association in 
Murfreesboro was blessed by 
the mission group from Michi­
gan, June 30-July 4, according 
to Ellen Chapman, coordinator 
for multihousing ministry for 
the association.

The group was led by Bob 
Galey, president of the Michi­
gan Baptist Convention and 
pastor of Oakland Woods 
Church. They learned about 

needs in the association 
through a sister-church rela­
tionship with First Church, 
Smyrna.

Chapman reported that the 
group proved to be a dedicated 
mission-minded team sent by 
God. “Their ministry was cer­
tainly led by God as they in­
stilled in these children a new 
sense of worth with much love 
and concern,” she said.

“Lives are being changed as 
a result of their time spent 
here. We thank God and thank 
them for the seeds that were 
sown. They will long be re­
membered by the children 
whose lives they touched.”

Galey led part of the group 
in ministry to children in a 
public housing area. The vol­

LEADING 
CHILDREN in 
activities is Bob 
Galey, center, 
pastor, Oakland 
Woods Church, 
with help from 
other Michigan­
ders.

unteers used puppets, music, 
and Bible stories. The other 
part of the group was led by 

Karl Chadwick, pastor of the 
missions congregations in 
Lake Orion, Michigan. Chad­

wick’s group focused on chil­
dren at another multicultural 
housing community. ■

Kingston Church erects center
For "The Macedonian Call"

A total of 67 volunteers from First Church, Kingston, erect­
ed a 4,300-square-foot Family Life building for Ainsworth 
Church in Flint, Mich., in June.

The Kingston volunteers were joined by five people from 
Lusby, Md., the site of a previous mission project. The church 
has done a building missions project for 10 previous years.

The volunteers consisted of teachers, engineers, farmers, 
housewives, college professors, administrators, retirees, and a 
veterinarian. Volunteers ranged from 10 to 75 years old. 
George Standridge, who had participated on each mission trip, 
led the construction work.

When the group arrived June 15 in Flint, the concrete pad 
for the building had already been poured. The Kingston 
church attended a Sunday morning worship service in the 
original building June 16.

During the next five days, all exterior and interior walls, 
vinyl siding, windows, roof, and shingles were completed. The 
first service in the Family Life building was held June 19 af­
ter four days of work. Around 100 people attended the service.

Members of the Kingston church considered their trip to 
Michigan to be a spiritual experience in which each person 
was revived both physically and spiritually. Also, strong and 
lasting friendships were made with Ainsworth Church mem­
bers. ■

Bean Station Church works in Michigan
For “The Macedonian Call"

First Church, Bean Station, 
held a Vacation Bible School 
and a Backyard Bible Club 
July 15-19 for Madison 
Heights Church in Madison 
Heights, Mich.

According to figures re­
leased by Bean Station’s pas­
tor Raymond Long, Madison 
Heights Church enrolled 77 in 
Vacation Bible School with an 
average attendance of 64. The 
Michigan church also reported 
92 enrolled in the Backyard 
Bible Club with an average at­
tendance of 31. There were 12 
professions of faith.

In addition to the children’s 
programs at Madison Heights, 
Bean Station had two teams of 
two members each working in 
the afternoon on area surveys. 
The teams made a total of 65 
contacts.

In another program at the 
Michigan church, 26 adults en­

rolled in a 
music school 
with an av­
erage atten­
dance of 23. 
The mission 
team from 
Bean Station 
also distrib­
uted 200 
New Testa­
ments in 
homes, 
restaurants, 
and motels 
in Madison 
Heights.

Long said 
the members 
of the Madi­
son Heights 
Church were 
well pleased 
with Bean 
Station’s 

WAITING FOR Vacation Bible School to begin are 
children in Madison Heights. Mich., and Tennessee 
volunteers.

work. Madison Heights pastor 
Ollie Trout expressed his ap­
preciation to the Tennessee

church and to the TBC Part­
nership Missions Department 
for sending the team. ■

Cleveland Church youth choir serves in Michigan
For “The Macedonian Call"

The Chapel Choir of First Church, 
Cleveland, made up of 68 young people, 

PERFORMING an outdoor concert in Dorr, Mich., is the Chapel 
Choir of First Church, Cleveland.

ministered July 13-20, working with sev­
eral churches in western Michigan.

During the day the choir conducted six 
Bible clubs and one soccer camp, attended 

by 266 children. A 
total of 34 profes­
sions of faith were 
recorded as a result 
of the ministries.

In addition to the 
clubs, a follow-up 
team of 11 youth 
and adults visited 
each of the children 
who had made pro­
fessions of faith in 
their homes. The 
new Christians’ par­
ents were told about 
their children’s deci­
sions. In addition, 
the plan of salvation 
was presented to 
them.

During evenings the choir held six 
outdoor concerts. Michigan churches par­
ticipating were Gorham Church, Jack- 
son; Immanuel Church, Grand Rapids; 
Grace Community Church, Muskegon; 
and New Beginnings Church in Dorr. A 
concert also was presented in North 
Park, Dorr, sponsored by New Begin­
nings Church. These concerts resulted in 
four professions of faith.

This is the second year that the Chapel 
Choir has traveled to Dorr to work with 
church planter/missionary Tony Duck. For 
22 consecutive years, the choir .has done 
mission work in Michigan, Connecticut, 
and Pennsylvania.

The mission effort was lead by staff 
members from First Church, Cleveland. 
Directing the choir was minister of music, 
Tom Wickes. Jeff Lovingood, minister to 
students, lead the Bible clubs. Bill Grif­
fith, associate pastor, directed the follow­
up visits. Allan Lockerman is the pastor of 
First Church, Cleveland. ■

Audiovisuals 
needed
For ‘The Macedonian Call'

The Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention Partnership Missions 
office is making a promotional 

video. 
Missions 
volun­
teers are 
asked to 
send 
slides 
and tapes 

from missions efforts for possi­
ble inclusion in the video.

Missions slides and video 
footage will not be returned to 
the owners. Send slides and 
videos to: TBC Partnership 
Missions Department, P.O. 
Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024-0728. ■
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Michigan
Dates: Open
Project#: G-5
Torrey Road Church re­

quests a team of volun­
teers to remodel its cur­
rent sanctuary and build 
an addition.

Dates: Open
Project #: N-14
Agape Church needs volun­

teers to help put up vinyl 
siding that has been do­
nated to the church. The 
building is 40’ X 100'.

The church has gathered 
many of the tools they 
need. They are willing to 
house and feed the volun­
teers.

Dates: September 
Project #: SC-5 
Level Park Church requests 

a team of 6-12 volunteers 
to do some minor deck re­
pair. This project would 
also include tearing off old 
shingles and re-roofing 
the older part of the 
church and fellowship 
hall. Project specifications

are approximately 8,200 
sq. ft. with a 4 to 12 inch 
slope.

Canada
Dates: Open
Project#: PM 11996646
Northern Lights Association 

needs a group of volun­
teers to help purchase 
and remodel a bus to be 
used as a mobile church.

Dates: Open
Project#: PM 11996653 
Jasper Place Church has

requested a group of 
Tennessee volunteers to 
do help in improving the 
appearance and condition 
of a 34 X 29-foot room. 
This room will serve as a 
worship service area for 
Arabic people. The room 
needs to be painted, new 
carpet, and some drywall 
installed. They also need 
to replace some windows. 
This church also asks for 
any financial support that 
may be available to com­
plete this project.

Other 
Projects 
Online

Attention all Ten­
nessee Baptist Conven­
tion Prayer Partners! The 
TBC Partnership Mis­
sions Department is now 
online with SBCNet 
through CompuServe.

Access the SBCNet 
State Convention Forum 
and, in Library Browse,

go into the Tennessee cat­
egory. Find Partnership 
Missions and, then, refer­
ence the updated Mace­
donian Call.

Not only will the latest 
Volunteer Projects he 
available, but also the 
most recent Prayer Re­
quests from TBC Prayer 
Partners.

Send Prayer Requests 
online to: CompuServe, E- 
Mail, Marcia Knox, 
104520,3323. ■

CANADA • MICHIGAN • POLAND

Association begins new congregation in Canada
For “The Macedonian Call"

A Partnership Mission team totaling 18, 
sponsored by the Western District Associa­
tion, recently returned from Canada after 
helping the Keystone Association in Win­
nipeg, Manitoba, start a new church.

The Western District Association team 
was made up of 12 volunteers from West­
ern District and six volunteers from First 
Church, Sweetwater, Sweetwater Associa­
tion. They worked July 7-20 in Winnipeg 
with Gerald Mounce, director of missions 
for the Keystone Association.

The purpose of the mission trip was to 
survey homes, conduct Vacation Bible 
Schools and Kids Bible Clubs in the Win­
nipeg area. Assisting the team with the 
trip were First Church, Paris, and Temple 
Church, Paris, both of Western District 
Association, who helped pay a sublease on 
a church in Winnipeg in order to conduct 
VBS during the week. The clubs were con­
ducted in Mounce’s backyard and in a city 
park.

The team covered about 800 homes in

TEAM MEMBERS included, from left, first row, Howard Coles, Otis 
Hinton, Carolyn Hinton, Tanya Bush, Amy Anderson, Rebecca 
Hamilton, Leanne Starkey, and Laura Anderson; second row, Jane 
Crossnoe, Thomas Winchester, Louise Little, Betty Smith, Teresa 
Anderson, and Cortney Crossnoe: and back row, Tony Crossnoe, 
Joe Little, Bill Smith, director of missions, Western District Associa­
tion, and Jeff Anderson.

the Western District promotion advertised 
VBS activities were free, people in Win­
nipeg were amazed. ■

Dear Tennessee Partnership Missions Department,

Partnership 
Prayer 
Requests
September

11 —Pray for Ann New­
sham of Surrey, 
British Columbia, a 
Canadian university 
student, who has been 
appointed for two 
years as a journeyman 
to China.

12 —Pray for the staff and 
students of the Polish 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary as they be­
gin a new school term.

13 —Pray for Commerce 
Pines Church in 
Walled Lake, Mich., 
which is a mission 
church in critical need 
of a pastor.

14 —Pray for a Canadian 
Baptist Convention re­
quest for Korean Bap­
tist Churches in every 
major city across 
Canada.

15 —Pray for the safe 
travel of TBC retiree 
Doris Carter and her 
husband Carlton as 
they return from a 
month’s service in the 
Polish Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary Library.

16 —Praise God for the 
recent Michigan Oak­
land Association Annu­
al Pig Roast which had 
over 150 people in at­
tendance. This was the 
largest attendance on 
record for the event.

17 —Pray for Tom and 
Sylvia Butts of Royal 
Heights Church in 
Delta, British Colum­
bia, Canada, as they 
minister to family 
members following a 
homicide.

the survey work. The 
survey was conducted 
to find homes that 
would show interest in 
hosting a Bible Fellow­
ship. There were sev­
eral homes identified 
which might provide 
the nucleus to begin a 
new church by sum­
mer 1997.

The team worked 
directly with Mounce 
instead of working 
with a church. They 
had a “dream church” 
name, Pioneer Bap­
tist Church, and this 
will be the name of 
any new work start­
ed.

Of interest to the 
volunteers was that
most churches from other denominations in 
the Winnipeg area conducting VBS 
charged for each child that attended. When

Greetings from Canada! I 
just wanted to write you a note 
expressing thanks for facilitat­
ing the Western District Asso­
ciation to partner with us for a 
new church start here in Win­
nipeg, Manitoba.

Last year, we had a group 
come up and assist some of our 
churches.

I thought, “Well, large 
group, from a large church in a 
large city. They will probably 
be some of the best Tennessee 
has to offer.” The quality and 
ministry were great.

What I did not know is that 
in Tennessee, it does not mat­
ter what size of town, or the 
size of church, or the size of 
group that comes. They are 
quality. Western District 
proved this fact.

A total of 18 people includ­
ing some seven churches from 
the association came to Win­
nipeg to lay the foundation for 
a new church start. They did 
survey work, flyer handouts, 
one Vacation Bible School in 
the morning and two Backyard 
Bible Clubs in the afternoon. 
They worked hard covering 
over 2,000 homes and making 
contacts with 48 families 
through VBS and BBCs.

I am very impressed with at 
least two things about the 
Western District group. One is 
its flexibility. They adjusted to 
where we were to do survey 
and when (we were targeting 
three different areas). They ad­
justed to weather and schedul­
ing for BBCs and VBS. They 
did it without a peep of com­
plaining and did it with the 
Servant’s heart.

God brought together, under 
Bill Smith’s leadership, a team 
that was also faithful to the 
task. Their faithfulness result­
ed in contacts that would have 
taken me a long time to find on 
my own. With all the prospects 
they found through their min­
istry, it will take me a good 
three months to make personal 
contact with these families. 
Praise the Lord!

Western District was pre­
pared and totally self-con­
tained. This was essential to 
the situation in which we are 
starting with this new work.

What a joy it is to work with 
Tennessee Baptists. No matter 
what size the church, city or 
association, God has blessed 
you with people who have a 
clear vision of what it means to 
be in Partnership with God. 

Thank you. May our partner­
ship in the Gospel continue to 
push against the darkness here 
in Canada.

Very sincerely, 
Gerald Mounce 

Keystone Association 
Missionary/Church Strategist

This was our first mission 
trip. The trip to Canada was a 
great blessing to my entire 
family. The people that we 
worked with were outstanding. 
I would encourage more people 
to do volunteer mission work. 
Thanks for the opportunity.

Jeff and Teresa Anderson 
FBC, Sweetwater

God allowed us to see the 
personal needs of people in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, like a 
modern society with a limited 
access to the Word of God. 
When children are charged $5 
by other groups to attend Bible 
school, it showed a real need 
for evangelical sharing of the 
free Gospel of Jesus Christ. If 
we share, they come and God 
will bless.

Tony Crossnoe 
West Paris Church, Paris

The trip to Winnipeg, Mani­

toba, was a delightful experi­
ence. The people were friendly. 
We enjoyed meeting the direc­
tor of missions, local SBC pas­
tors, and members of the 
churches.

In just a few short days a 
bond had developed between 
us and the children that we 
worked with and their par­
ents. Some parents said, “You 
being here is an answer to 
prayer.”

Thomas Winchester 
Union Friendship Church, 

Como

I got a great blessing out of 
the mission trip to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, and I really enjoyed 
working with the people in 
our group. I also enjoyed 
working with the people in 
Canada.

The thing that most touched 
my heart was to see all of the 
different people coming togeth­
er for one purpose, to see them 
compromising, and sharing as 
the group did. I’m thankful 
that God allowed me to partici­
pate since great work was 
done.

Leanne Starkey 
Union Friendship Church, 

Como
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■ First Church, Obion, has 
called Daniel Doss to serve as 
music/youth director, effective 
Sept. 1. Doss is a student at 
the University of Tennessee, 
Martin.

■ John F. “Jack” May 
has announced his retirement 
from active service Dec. 29. 
May has been pastor of Whit­
ten Memorial Church, Mem­
phis, for three years. He also 
has served as pastor of Broad­
moor Church, Memphis; 
Speedway Terrace Church, 
Memphis; First Church, Rip­

Campers 
on Mission 

National Rally 
Oct. 8-10

Shipp’s Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park, Chattanooga
For campers interested in missions projects
Begins at 2 p.m. Tuesday with Missions Fair
Includes three meals, coffee breaks, fellowship, and min­

istry planning

Park is located at 6728 Ringgold Rd./I-75. 
For fees and other information, contact Carl and Mary 

Reagan, (704) 369-7940 or Beverly Smothers of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention, (615) 371-2044.

LODGE

ley. May also was president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion, and president of the TBC 
Executive Board. He will be 
available to lead revivals and 
do interim and supply work.

■ Una Church, Nashville, 
has called Fred Lodge, pas­

tor, Ebenezer 
Church, Tocca, 
Ga., as pastor, 
effective Sept. 
15. Lodge has 
served the 
Georgia 
church for 13 
years. He is a 
graduate of

Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. He 

has served on the church staff 
of six churches in Georgia.

■ T. Richard Harris has 
been called as pastor of Glen­
wood Church, Kingsport, and 
was installed Sept. 1. Harris 
was interim pastor of the 
church prior to being called as 
pastor.

■ Richard Lee Lyon Sr., 
81, died Aug. 25, in Jackson. 
Lyon was a former music di­
rector at Poplar Heights 
Church, Jackson, and at West 
Jackson Church. Lyon operat­
ed the Lyon’s Den Christian 
Book Store in Jackson for some 
17 years and also worked as 
service manager for two local 
car dealerships. He is survived 
by his wife, Faye Barker Lyon; 
daughter, Sharron Lyon of the 
music ministries department 
of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, Nashville, and organist 
at First Church, Nashville; 
and a son, Lee, of Nashville.

■ First Church, Obion, 
will hold revival Sept. 29 - 

Oct. 2. Kris Underwood of Jol­
ley Springs Church, Dresden, 
will speak. The Joyful Sounds 
of First Church, Trimble, will 
lead the music.

■ Congregation Yeshuat 
Yisrael of Nashville, a Mes­
sianic congregation, will hold 
High Holy Day Services, which 
include Rosh Hashanah Ser­
vice Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m and 
Yom Kippur Service Sept. 22 
at 7:30 p.m. The services will 
be held at the Sheraton Music 
City Hotel. Weekly services of 
the congregation are held at 
Woodmont Church, Nashville.

■ Haywood Association 
has held an area wide tent cru­
sade. Brady Weldon, evange­
list, and Sam McElroy, minis­
ter of music, First Church, Mi­
lan, led the services. Kelly 
Cash, former Miss America of 
Memphis, also spoke. Eighty- 
one people made spiritual deci­
sions, of which 40 were profes­
sions of faith.

■ Nashville Association 
will hold a Woman’s Mission­
ary Union Workout on Sept. 14 
at Haywood Hills Church, 
Nashville, from 8:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. The training event

will offer age-level conferences 
for all WMU leaders as well as 
special interest conferences on 
child advocacy, prayer, and 
disciplining preschoolers.

■ Carson-Newman Col­
lege, Jefferson City, was 
named among the top 100 best 
college buys by Money maga­
zine. Other Tennessee schools 
which received the designation 
were Fisk University and Uni­
versity of the South. Recently 
it was announced that the col­
lege will remain a college and 
will “Celebrate College” during 
the next year. Sept. 24 will be 
a weekend of activities for fam­
ilies and Founder’s Day in No­
vember will celebrate the col­
lege’s heritage and the 20th 
anniversary of Cordell Maddox 
as president.

Sharing/^ Cwtax

Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes is all about being there during 
the tough times...

• there for children who have been abused, neglected or 
abandoned

• there to help families
• there for boys in trouble
• there for girls who are depressed •
• there for young women who are pregnant and confused 

about choices
♦ there for young people trying to make a start in life
• there for Christian couples who would like to adopt

44 arc tterc with a epecia^fordofi coMpa$$io/t t/ratcorner cvit/r 
gewice, t/wapk C^riet,

TESTIMONIAL—Recently,an urgent call for help came from a Baptist 
pastor to one of our Baptist Children's Homes. A family, which included 
a father, mother, three young boys and a teenage girl were living out of 
a beat up car. They were from out of state and out of work and had run 
out of hope. In desperation they turned to the church and pastor for 
assistance.

Today, Jim, 11; Jason, 9; Jack, 7; and Ruth. 14 (all assumed names) 
are living at the Baptist Children's Home. They are being provided with 
the basics of food, shelter, and clothing, plus an abundant helping of 
Christian love. In a joint partnership, the local church and the Children’s 
Home are working with the parents to find employment and adequate 
housing. The goal is to reunite the family on the solid foundation of faith 
in Christ.

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes, Inc. • A Ministry of the Tennessee Baptist Convention • Dr. Gerald L. Stow, President/Treasurer 
Central Office - 5001 Maryland Way • P. O. Box 728 • Brentwood, TN 37024 • 1-800-624-8591
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Tennessee receives $ 16,302

SBC arson fund disbursement to states nears $500,000
By Herb Hollinger 
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Ohio be­
came the 15th state convention 
to receive funds from the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s 
“Arson Fund” with the distrib­
ution of an additional $177,198 
Sept. 5, bringing the total to 
nearly $471,000.

The “Arson Fund” assists 
African American churches 
victimized by arsonists. Like 
the initial distribution July 3 
of $246,712 to 12 state conven­
tions and $50,000 on Aug. 2 to 
14 conventions, the Sept. 5 dis­
tribution is based on a formula 
developed by the Inter-Agency 
Council’s Racial Reconciliation 
Task Force.

The “Arson Fund” was be­
gun from an offering taken at 
the SBC annual meeting in 
New Orleans in June. That of­
fering came at the request of 
then-SBC President Jim Hen­
ry, an Orlando, Fla., pastor, 
and initially raised $282,000 in 
pledges and cash gifts. Most of 
the gifts since then have been 
from SBC-related churches 
wanting to assist in the re­
building of the burned church­
es, according to Jack Wilker-

BAPTISTRIES\
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1^00-251-0679

Classified
MINISTER: Southside Baptist 
Church. Martin, is seeking a full- 
time minister of music and youth. 
Please send resume and the 
names and addresses of three 
references to Frank Vincent, 
Search Committee Chair, South­
side Baptist Church. P.O. Box 
121. Martin, TN 38237.

USED PEWS: Twenty 10 1/2- 
foot pews, a 12-foot, 14-foot, 
and 17-foot pew, and pulpit furni­
ture to match for sale. Contact 
Artie Rivers. Mount Hermon 
Church, Savannah. (901) 925- 
4669 or 925-3828.

CHRISTIAN ART: Lovely hand­
framed Scripture pictures. Origi­
nal watercolor designs. From 
S15. Personalizing available. For 
FREE color catalog, call (800) 
886-4611. The Crown Prints 
Gallery.

MUSIC/YOUTH: First Baptist 
Church, Parsons, is searching 
for a full-time minister of music 
and youth. Qualified applicants 
may submit resume to FBC, 
Attn. Damon Mays, 319 Ten­
nessee Avenue South, Parsons, 
TN 38363.

son, SBC Executive Committee 
vice president for business and 
finance.

More than 87 African Amer­
ican churches, most in the 
Southeast, have burned in the 
last 18 months, primarily as 
the result of arsonists. SBC of­
ficials said the formula of dis­
tribution is based on an in­
hand count of arson-related 
African American church fires 
in the state as a percentage of 
the total number of churches 
impacted nationally.

“The desire of Southern 
Baptists to participate in re­
building these churches is a 
vivid testimony to their will­
ingness to want to help in this 
time of need,” Morris H. Chap­
man, president and chief exec­
utive officer of the Executive 
Committee, which distributes 
the funds.

The September distribution 
of $177,198 went to: Alabama,

A & O CHURCH FURNITURE
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282

-SOLID OAK PEWS- 
PEW UPHOLSTERY / REFINISHING

BAPTISTRIES STEEPLES
EDUCATIONAL FURNITURE 0^, 

1-(800)-523-9055 ^r
NC H8OO)-222-789S_____________

t Steeples & JP 
p, Baptistries IS]

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO j 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 J !■ FIBERGLASS

■r SPECIALTIES 
INCORPORATED

From the world's 
largest manufacturer of 
fiberglass church products

SwtefM •
BaptttMJ Windows
LighUa Wat • Baps

Call or write for 
our free catalog

1-80O-527-1459 

Available in 20’ to 33’ models 
(12 to 38 Passenger, New and Used)

Are your Sunday School 
teachers prepared?

Are Your Teachers...
...tired and discouraged?
...just stressed out?
...ready to call it quits?

You Can Help Them!

Available in
Life & Work or Bible Book

CALL TODAY - (423) 877-6462 
or order from

Ron Phillips Ministries
Dr. Ron Phillips P.O. Box 563 • Hixson, TN 37343

Senior Panlor . Central Baptist Himon

$14,353; Arizona, $1,949; 
Arkansas, $12,226; Florida, 
$6,201; Georgia, $4,075; 
Louisiana, $18,251; Mississip­
pi, $16,302; North Carolina, 
$16,302; Oklahoma, $1,949; 
Ohio, $1,949; South Carolina, 
$34,553; Tennessee, $16,302; 
Texas, $24,807; Virginia, 
$4,075; and Northwest (Ore­
gon-Washington), $3,898.

According to Richard Land, 
SBC Christian Life Commis­
sion president, the funds are 
sent to the state conventions 
which then have responsibility 
to determine the amount of as­
sistance each church will need. 
“Baptists in Alabama know 
more about the needs in Alaba­
ma and Baptists in Georgia 
know more about the needs in

FOR SALE: Church Organ, Allen 
Model 603-3, 2 manual, 2 computer; 
Excellent condition; presently in 
800-seat sanctuary; perfect for 
same or smaller church; $16,000; 
Contact Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
2101 Old Hickory, Blvd., Nashville, 
37215; (615) 373-8074.

Church Buses
• We rent new buses!
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Cali Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800)370-6180
1 (615)371-6180

Central
Video Lessons 
by Dr. Ron Phillips 

will bring back 
p their zest for

— teaching. >

Georgia,” Land said.
The Inter-Agency Council, 

composed of the chief execu­
tives of the 19 SBC entities, 
created the task force to seek 
the eradication of racism with­
in the convention as outlined 
in the Racial Reconciliation 
Resolution adopted by messen­
gers to the 1995 SBC annual 
meeting in Atlanta.

In addition to the monies, 
Southern Baptist construction 
crews are volunteering to re­
build the burned churches. At

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST!
Age SI 00.000 S25O.OOO
50 14.61 24.50
60 22.14 43.31
70 49.00 110.47

Please call Roy Napier (Knoxville. TN)
Toll Free 1-800-274-0776 • 9-9 Mon.-Sat.

Jackson National Life, Lansing. MI. Rated A (Excel­
lent) by A.M. Best. Yearly Renewable Term to age 
100 - Choice form #L1692. Preferred. Non-tobacco 
rate. Above premiums are first year only. Premiums 
increase annually to age 100. Preferred, Female rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other ages and Male 
rates.

PINEBLUFF

4805 Farm Lane Road, 
Pine Bluff, AR 71603 

(501)879-1500; 
FAX (501)879-1151 

1 (800) 822-5307 

We Buy Used Buses & Vans; 
Accept Trades; Do Consignment 

Sales; Financing Available

Open to the public!

Gigantic Tent Sale
Great buys on Bibles, Books, 

Children’s Items, Videos, 
e Church Supplies, & 

other specialty 
religious items.

Wednesday, Sept. 11, 9 am - 6 pm 
Thursday, Sept. 12, 9 am - 6 pm 
Friday, Sept. 13, 9 am to 12 noon 

on the Baptist Sunday School Board parking 
lot E at 10th Avenue North (across from TSU )

Will accept cash, check, major credit card, or 
Baptist Book Store credit card.

Sale sponsored by Broadman and Holman Publishers of The 
Baptist Sunday School Board.

least four state Baptist conven- 
tions have sent crews to 
churches in need and the SBC 
Brotherhood Commission is at­
tempting to contact each of the 
fire-damaged congregations to 
assess the level of need.

Donations to the SBC Arson 
Fund may be sent directly to 
state Baptist convention offices 
or the SBC Executive Commit­
tee, 901 Commerce St., Nash­
ville, TN 37203. ■

GOSHEN COACH
Sentry ML, 
6BT 5.9L 
Cummins
Diesel; 6.5L

Gas Diesel Chevy; 7.4L Gas, 
Up to 31 pass.

GC-II; V-8 
460 Gas; V- 
8 7.3 Diesel.

Up to 29 pass.

Para-Tran­
sit, Meets 

All ADA Re­
quirements;

460-Gas; 7.3-Diesel
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Maturity
By L. Joseph Rosas III

Focal Passage — Hebrews 5:12- 
6:6, 9, 12

I recall being encouraged as a young preacher 
to “just preach the simple Gospel.” I appreciate 
the positive focus of this advice. Our message is to 
always be centered on the person and work of Je­
sus Christ. The message of Christ is both simple 
yet profound. As growing Christians we should 
have a grasp of deep and profound bibilical in­
sights that impact our daily life. Unfortunately 
cultural Christianity has produced a generation of 
believers who scarcely understand the simple 
Gospel, much less the deeper truths of God’s 
Word. In the book of Hebrews we discover that 
this is not a new problem.

Signs of spiritual immaturity (ch. 5:12-14)
We frequently hear longtime church members 

say, “I don’t really know what I believe.” Spiritual 
maturity does not occur automatically. Just as sit­
ting in a Billy Graham crusade won’t make one a 
Christian, years of sitting in Sunday School and 
church won’t make one a mature believer. The 
writer of Hebrews lamented that he was unable to 
share all of the insights he desired with his imma­
ture audience. They had been Christians long 
enough that they ought to be able to teach others. 
Instead, they were busy relearning the ABCs or 
elementary truths of the faith. Their lack of un­
derstanding of righteousness probably refers to 
their failure to express the righteousness of 
Christ in their daily life.

The goal of spiritual maturity (ch. 6:1-3)
“Let us ... go on to maturity” is a reminder that 

God wants all of his children to grow into spiritu­
al maturity. This includes both the knowledge 
and application of God’s Word to everyday life. It 
also encompasses a healthy expression of one’s 
spiritual gifts in practical ministry. The fruit of 
Christ’s presence are to be manifest in the believ­
ers’s daily life. The elementary truths are listed 
as: faith in God, instruction about baptisms, lay­
ing on of hands, and eternal judgment — an im­
pressive list that indicates the shallowness of 
much contemporary Christianity.

The danger of spiritual rebellion (w. 4-6)
The third warning of Hebrews is among the 

most difficult to interpret. Some argue that the 
writer is talking only about a theoretical possibili­
ty — “if they fall away.” Those believing that a be­
liever can indeed “fall away” from salvation argue 
the warning would have no meaning if it did not 
refer to an actual possibility. Others contend that 
these verses refer to nominal followers who had 
not yet fully committed to Christ. In this case the 
warning would be to not take the opportunity for 
salvation lightly. Hobbs viewed the warning in 
the larger context of God’s ongoing redemptive 
purpose. Just as a generation of Israelites died in 
the wilderness so for the Christian there is a real 
danger of being justified but never fully experi­
encing the sanctifying work of God thus missing 
out on the full impact of God’s glorious salvation.

The way to spiritual growth (w. 9,12)
Children of God will respond to such a warning 

and pay attention. Laziness will hinder spiritual 
growth. Faith, a willingness to take God at his 
word, and patience, confidence in the face of ad­
versity, are the twin pillars of genuine growth. 
Though the warnings of Hebrews are real, the au­
thor also has confidence in the sufficient opera­
tion of the grace of God in the lives of the people 
of God. ■ — L. Joseph Rosas III is pastor of Union 
Avenue Church, Memphis.

Hearing God’s call
By Kevin Goza

Focal Passage — Jeremiah 1:4-10, 14-17
God still calls his people to meaningful service. We 

learn from God’s call to Jeremiah how he wants to 
work in our lives.

Set apart, equipped, and commissioned — (ch.
1:4-10)

As God began to speak to Jeremiah, he used four 
words to describe the process of preparation that had 
begun in the prophet’s life from the moment of his 
conception. First, God told Jeremiah that he had 
formed him in the womb (v. 5a). The word “formed” is 
the same used in Genesis 2:7 to describe how God 
formed the first man from the dust of the earth. As 
God formed Adam, so he formed Jeremiah in his 
mother’s womb. Every life that God creates has a pur­
pose in his plan.

The text also states that God knew Jeremiah (v. 
5b). God did not come to know Jeremiah after he was 
born. Rather, the prophet was known by God even be­
fore his birth! The word denotes a very personal 
knowledge which would help Jeremiah in later years

Unifo

to persevere through difficult times.
The fact that God had sanctified Jeremiah before 

he was born (v. 5c) means that God had set him apart 
for a special purpose in service.

Then we learn that God had appointed Jeremiah (v. 
5d) as a prophet to the nations. Although his particu­
lar mission focused on Judah, Jeremiah’s messages of­
ten included other nations. Interestingly, neither Ju­
dah or the nations recognized that Jeremiah was 
God’s prophetic gift to them.

Even though God had done these things, Jeremiah 
did not have the confidence to accept God’s word on

The victorious Christ
By Tom Moncrief

Focal Passage — Reve­
lation 19:7, 9, 11-17, 

19-21
When Christ’s victory over evil 

comes, there is great rejoicing for 
what Christ has accomplished. The 
same applies to the “marriage of the 
Lamb” (v. 7). His bride (wife) has 
been made ready. Without Christ, 
the church cannot make herself 
ready and he will not make her 
ready without her consent. The 
bride’s white garments represent pu­
rity and righteousness which are 
possible only from the Lord through 
faith and repentance (v. 8).

God’s purpose is to produce a holy 
people fitted by God’s grace to be the 
bride of the Lamb. The church, by 
putting on their pure spirit and 
faithful service provided by God, 
makes herself ready. The marriage 
supper is a joyful feast of rejoicing 
(v. 9), which pictures the close rela­
tionship between Christ and his fol­
lowers. The fact that God in Christ 
triumphs gives assurance to the 
church in every persecution, trial, 
and temptation.

John sees heaven opened with the 
conquering Christ upon a white 
horse (vv. 11-16). Christ’s name 
“faithful and true” shows his Word 
will not fail and that he is worthy of 
the church’s confidence. He will de­

liver her from all enemies and be 
true to all promises. He cannot allow 
his people to struggle alone.

He comes forth as judge and war­
rior and performs both functions in 
righteousness. His war is against all 
forms of evil and is a spiritual war­
fare against “principalities,” “pow­
ers,” “rulers of darkness,” and all 
spiritual forces giving support to 
forces of evil on earth. He has victo­
ry over all powers of evil.

Christ’s piercing eyes (v. 12) show 
he knows the true meaning of all 
events. Another name, “The Word of 
God," shows he is the one through 
whom the thought of God is ex­
pressed to men.

The Word is referred to as spo­
ken, written, and incarnate in the 
Scriptures. It is always dynamic and 
creative in any of these three refer­
ences. Here it seems to designate 
Christ as the one who carried out 
God’s redemptive plan and makes 
God known to people.

With the victorious Christ are the 
armies of heaven clad with purity 
and power. Christ victoriously leads 
forth his faithful to battle against 
evil. No weapons are mentioned and 
no hostile action by the troops is de­
scribed. The conquering power and

face value. He doubt­
ed his own maturity 
(v. 6) and ability to 
speak God’s message 
adequately. God’s re­
sponse to his prophet 
was to redirect his
thinking, and to assure 
him that in reality God would be doing the speaking. 
Jeremiah would be God’s mouthpiece. Fear was to be 
dispelled, and deliverance from those who would hin­
der the work was assured (v. 8).

Then, as a sign that God would surely be with 
him, God touched Jeremiah’s mouth, and promised 
that God’s words would be in his mouth (v. 9). With 
that knowledge, Jeremiah was prepared to be God’s 
representative among the people, proclaiming judg­
ment and hope.

When God calls, he deals with all the attending 
problems and concerns about that call. Be assured, 
when God places his hand upon your life, he has 
worked out the details. Your only necessary response 
to him is obedience.

From the call to the work (ch. 1:14-17)
Next, God directed Jeremiah’s thoughts to what 

was ahead. He warned the prophet that the doers of 
evil would move in upon the people of God and do 
harm to the cause of God. God was speaking of Baby­
lon, which had become a world power, and was per­
fectly perched to descend upon God’s nation. Jeremiah 
was called upon to “gird up his loins.” In today’s ver­
nacular, God said to Jeremiah, “Roll up your sleeves!”

Can you imagine how frightening this might have 
been to this young, inexperienced prophet? However, 
with his faith in God, Jeremiah went to work, in spite 
of those fearful moments that would come.

Jeremiah was called by God and sent forth to work. 
Just as God called Jeremiah, he calls us to a life of 
consecrated service to him. ■ — Kevin Goza is pastor 
of First Church, Lebanon.

effect of the Gospel are de­
picted here. Out of Christ’s 
mouth goes a sharp sword 
which is the truth of God 

as it is in Christ. The proclamation 
of the Gospel is the weapon used to 
conquer the nations. Jesus as King 
of kings and Lord of lords is sover­
eign over all rulers of the earth. He 
has complete victory through his 
Word which is more powerful than 
any human weapon.

An angel is seen (v. 17) standing 
in the sun. He is situated so that all 
birds can hear. They are invited to 
“the supper of the great God.” These 
birds of prey are to feast upon the 
bodies of slain enemies of Christ and 
his church. Total destruction of 
these enemies is certain. The wide­
spread and complete nature of God’s 
judgment is indicated.

All the forces of evil battle against 
Christ and his church (vv. 19-21). 
The beast and false prophet are cast 
into a lake burning with fire and 
brimstone (eternal torment). All the 
rest are slain with “the sword ... out 
of Christ’s mouth.”

Emphasis is placed upon the com­
plete failure of and certain judgment 
on all who followed Satan. Evil itself 
is destined to utter destruction. Un­
repentant sinners must be warned of 
their fates apart from Christ. ■ — 
Tom Moncrief is a member of First 
Church, Cleveland.
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Incorporators off 
mission board 
develop profile
Baptist Press

RIDGECREST, N.C. — De­
veloping a presidential candi­
date profile and selection pro­
cedures dominated the Aug. 
15-16 meeting of the incorpora­
tors of the new North Ameri­
can Mission Board.

Incorporators chairman Bill 
Hogue, retired California 
Southern Baptist Convention 
executive director, said a 
“number of candidates have 
been recommended” and the 
group continues to solicit 
names from interested parties.

The primary purpose of the 
incorporators is to nominate 
the president and chief execu­
tive officer of the North Ameri­
can Mission Board when it is 
officially created in June of 
1997. The NAMB will be the 
product of a merger of several 
agencies. The next meeting of 
the group is scheduled for 
Sept. 27 in Dallas. ■

Baptist educators 
seek funding 
for Book-Link
Baptist Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
The National Fellowship of 
Baptist Educators is encourag­
ing its members to contribute 
to a fund that will provide for 
its Book-Link ministry until 
Jesus returns, according to 
Book-Link Executive Director 
Olin Williams.

Book-Link is one of the min­
istries of the organization 
made up of Southern Baptist 
educators, which is affiliated 
with the Brotherhood Commis­
sion of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Book-Link’s goal is to estab­
lish a fund that will guarantee 
operating costs for years to 
come. Once a goal of $100,000 
is reached the interest could 
provide from $4,500 to $5,000 
per year, the cost for shipping 
and operating expenses — 10 
percent for operating and 90 
percent for shipping.

The group has shipped ap­
proximately 18 tons of books to 
66 countries and five U.S. 

states since Book-Link’s begin­
ning in 1988. ■

Wiley nominated 
as executive for 
Illinois association
Baptist Press

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — 
Robert E. “Bob” Wiley, director 
of the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board associational 
missions division, is being rec­
ommended to become the next 
executive director of Illinois 
Baptist State Association.

Wiley, 55, was to have been 
introduced to the IBSA board 
of directors during its meeting 
in Springfield Monday, Sept. 9. 
The board discussed the search 
committee’s unanimous recom­
mendation and was to vote the 
following day.

The board began the process 
of seeking a new executive di­
rector in March of this year by 
electing a seven-member com­
mittee, plus two ex-officio 
members. The previous execu­
tive director, Gene Wilson, was 
disabled Aug. 30, 1995, by a 
massive brain hemorrhage. ■

Governor of 
Arkansas, others 
work to fight 
church arson
Baptist Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — 
Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee 
has announced a four-fold plan 
to aid black churches burned 
in the state.

As a part of the Aug. 26 
press conference at the state 
capitol, Arkansas Baptist lead­
ers presented a financial gift to 
two burned churches. The 
checks came from an offering 
collected during the 1996 
Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting to help burned 
African American churches 
across the South.

Fires claimed the facilities 
of two churches with predomi- 
national African American con­
gregations on Aug. 21. A white 
congregation lost its building 
in an Aug. 24 blaze. Prelimi­
nary reports from authorities 
indicate arson may be the 
cause of all three fires. ■

Blackaby, Willis 
speak at SEBTS 
convocation
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — 
Christians must understand 
the cross if they are to repent 
of their sin, said Henry Black-

Follow-up continues with Olympic contacts
By Sarah Zimmerman 
For Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Al­
though the Olympic and Par­
alympic flames have been ex­
tinguished in Atlanta, the 
Home Mission Board contin­
ues to receive response cards 
from people reached through 
volunteer ministries.

Of 2,723 cards returned by 
the end of August, 1,613 peo­
ple reported making profes­
sions of faith and 1,110 peo­
ple requested more informa­
tion, said Jack Smith, HMB 
associate director of personal 
evangelism.

Response cards are from 
interactive pocket guides 
which listed athletic record 
holders as well as the plan of 
salvation. People could indi­
cate they had made a profes­
sion of faith, request Bible 
study materials, or ask to be 
contacted by Christians in 
their area. They could also re­
port they are not ready to 
make a profession of faith, 
but would like more free in­
formation.

aby, exhorting an Aug. 29 con­
vocation audience at South­
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary to pursue a call to 
personal holiness.

SBC President Tom Elliff 
scheduled the convocation at 
Southeastern and six other 
seminaries to call Southern 
Baptists to pray' for a spiritual 
awakening throughout the 
world. *

Participating in the first of 
the convocations at the North 
Carolina seminary, Blackaby, 
author of the Experiencing God 
discipleship study, called 
Christians to a “fresh en­
counter with the cross of our 
Lord.”

The crucifixion of Jesus is a 
direct result of the sins of the 
world, Blackaby said. “The 
cross would have never been 
had it not been for my sin.” ■

SBC president 
leads SEBTS 
convocation
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — If 
Christianity is to advance 
through revival in the 21st 
century believers must first re­
pent of their sin and return to 
the cross, said Tom Elliff, pres­
ident of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

“There’s a view of the cross 
which most of us or at least 
many of us have lost,” Elliff 
said Aug. 29 on the campus of

Response cards from peo­
ple in other countries are sent 
to the Foreign Mission Board 
for follow-up, Smith said. Re­
sponse cards from U.S. resi­
dents are sent to state evan­
gelism directors who forward 
information to local associa­
tions or churches.

A copy of each U.S. card is 
also sent to Mission Service 
Corps volunteer Brenda 
Johnson who coordinates the 
follow-up process.
New Christians re­
ceive packets of 
material including 
a “Beginning 
Steps” HMB book­
let. Those who re­
quest more infor­
mation receive four 
investigative Bible 
studies by Campus 
Crusade founder 
Bill Bright.

Each mailing includes an­
other response card. Recipi­
ents can indicate if they are 
still not certain of their salva­
tion, if they have not been 
contacted by a local church, 
or if they would like addition­

Olympics

Southeastern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary.

Elliff, the newly elected 
SBC president and pastor of 
First Southern Church, Del 
City, Okla., visited the Wake 
Forest, N.C., campus to lead 
the first of seven convocations 
scheduled to be held on the 
SBC’s six seminary campuses 
as well as at Mid-America 
Seminary over the next two 
weeks.

Elliff scheduled the convoca­
tions to call Southern Baptists 
to pray for a spiritual awaken­
ing throughout the world. ■

Regeneration 
must precede 
revival, speakers 
declare in Texas
Baptist Press

DALLAS — Before South­
ern Baptists can taste revival, 
they first must experience re­
generation, speakers said at 
the Cedars of Lebanon retreat 
on Labor Day weekend.

More than 500 people at­
tended the eighth annual re­
treat at Mt. Lebanon Encamp­
ment, sponsored by Texas Bap­
tist Men.

Avery Willis, senior vice 
president of the Southern Bap­
tist Foreign Mission Board, 
noted Southern Baptist 
churches claim 15 million 
members, but half of them nev­
er attend worship service.

“What we really need in the 

al information. New Testa­
ments are sent to people re­
questing them. Other follow­
up material includes books 
from the Billy Graham Evan­
gelistic Association and an 
HMB correspondence Bible 
study.

Smith said he expects to 
continue receiving response 
cards through the end of the 
year. He praised the hun­
dreds of volunteers who dis­

tributed the pocket 
guides and the 
Foreign Mission 
Board staff aqd 
state evangelism 
directors for their 
cooperation with 
follow-up.

Smith noted 
many churches 
using the interac­

tive pocket guides 
asked people to respond to 
the church rather than re­
turn the card to the Home 
Mission Board. Consequent­
ly the number of cards he 
has received do not indicate 
the actual success of the 
guides. ■

Southern Baptist Convention 
is regeneration,” the spiritual 
new birth, said Willis, a former 
missionary and author of the 
MasterLife discipleship cur­
riculum.

“One of our biggest prob­
lems is that we seek revival 
among people who have never 
been ‘vived.’ There are a lot of 
church members who need to 
be saved.” ■

African Americans 
sought ffor work 
in missions
Baptist Press

RIDGECREST, N.C. — Of 
approximately 55,000 Ameri­
can Christians serving as for­
eign missionaries throughout 
the world, only about 100 are 
African Americans.

Of Southern Baptists’ career 
foreign missions force of 4,200, 
only seven are black, according 
to David Cornelius, black 
church relations consultant at 
the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board.

A former foreign missionary 
to Ghana, Cornelius now focus­
es his energies on spreading 
the word among African Amer­
ican Southern Baptists that 
they are wanted and needed on 
the foreign mission field. He 
took his message to Black 
Church Leadership Week, Aug. 
19-23, at Ridgecrest (N.C.) 
Conference Center. ■
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