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Anti-gambling sentiment felt across the country

> WMU to launch new min­
istry next year. — Page 2

> Cordell Maddox to be 
honored on 20th anniver­
sary at Carson-Newman.
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► Associations across the 
state conduct meetings.
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Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — Voters in states 
and cities considering gambling referen­
dums Nov. 5 turned the tables on the 
gaming industry by rejecting most bids to 
place casinos and video poker machines in 
tiheir localities.

But where the stakes were the highest, 
gambling proponents scored big, cashing 
in on voter approval in New Orleans 
of a land-based casino.

And, in Alabama, voters ap­
proved a constitutional amend­
ment to lift the cap on the mone­
tary amount of prizes offered on 
bingo games in Jefferson Coun­
ty.

Besides Alabama and 
Louisiana, legalized gambling ef­
forts registered significant gains in 
Michigan and West Virginia.

Michigan voters approved the legaliza­
tion of three casinos in Detroit by a 52-48 
percent margin. Michael Collins, execu­
tive director of the Michigan Baptist Con­
vention, said too many churches remained 
silent on the issue.

Voters in Jefferson County, West Va., 
overwhelmingly approved a measure by a 
64-36 margin to allow video slot machines 
at the Charles Town horse racing track.

From Washington state to Guam and

points in between, however, the stakes for 
potential economic growth from the gam­
bling industry were seemingly too high for 
the majority of voters to cast pro-gambling 
ballots.

Gambling referendums were turned 
back in Arkansas, Nebraska, Colorado, 
Ohio, Washington state, Iowa, Virginia, 
and Guam, as well as 33 parishes in 
Louisiana.

Across the state line in Arkansas, 
voters defeated a proposed consti­
tutional amendment that called 
for expanding legalized gambling 
in the state.

Amendment 4 was defeated by 
a 61-39 percent margin in a race 
that saw proponents spend mil­
lions of dollars in advertising 

against a poorly funded grassroots
movement to halt gambling in the 

state.
If approved, the amendment would 

have legalized a state lottery, charitable 
bingo, and up to three casinos, with local 
voter approval, in Hot Spring

Larry Page, executive director o* the 
Christian Civic Action Committee of 
Arkansas, said Arkansas Baptists played 
a ‘critical part" in the campaign. “We had 
good help from many of the denomina­
tions, but as is always the case, the Bap­
tists carried the fight. ...," he said. ■

> Oliver Springs FBC cele­
brates sesquicentennial.
— Page 6

CELEBRATING 150 YEARS

> Concord Association be­

Tennessee will be 
faced with gambling 
issue, Bates says 
For Baptist and Reflector

JACKSON — There’s no doubt the 
issue of a state lottery will surface when 
Tennessee legislators convene in Janu­
ary, said Bill Bates, public affairs con­
sultant for the Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention.

“This will be a critical year. The lot- = 
tery must be defeated in the legisla- : 
ture,” Bates said.

Proponents of a lottery want to pre- I 
pare the way so voters can consider the : 
issue on the governor’s ballot in 1998, i 
he said.

Bates called on Tennessee Baptists 
to contact their legislators and make i 
their voices heard now.

He said a resolution will be present­
ed at the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
this week opposing a state lottery and 
Senate Bill 927 which opens the door 
for pari-mutuel betting on horse racing 
by video, 0

gins congregation in 
housing project. — Page 
7

> Missionaries write cook ­
book from personal ex­
periences. — Page 9

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood. Tenn., 
37024

90
0-

00
41

0-
01

27

Tennessee Baptists 
minister in Sweden
For Baptist and Reflector

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — 
Two Tennessee Baptists were 
among 93 Southern Baptists 
from 17 states who mounted a 
Partnership Evangelism Cam­
paign in Sweden during late 
October.

Although precise statistics 
were not available, scores of 
Swedish people indicated they 
wanted to become Christians 
and scores of church members 
rededicated their lives to 
Christ during the 10 days.

Thelma M. Scoggins of First 
Church, Cleveland, served in 
Gavle, Sweden while Jeannine 
K. Carter of Judson Church, 
Nashville, served in Umea, 
Sweden.

In 21 cities across Sweden 
Southern Baptists led church 
services, preached on the 
street and in shopping centers, 
held music concerts, and dis­
tributed thousands of Bible 
portions and evangelistic 
tracts during the effort.

The effort was coordinated 
through the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board. ■

TBC resource directory now available
The Ministry Council of the Tennessee Baptist Convention looks over a copy of the new resource 
directory just 'hot off the press.' The resource directory is a handy reference guide to ServanTeam 
21, the remodeling of Executive Board staff for effective quality ministry. The book contains the 
phone numbers of churches, institutions, directors of missions, and Executive Board ministries staff 
as well as frequently used phone numbers and addresses of other state conventions and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Also in the resource directory are photos of Executive Board staff and 
a detailed listing of who to call regarding specific areas of ministry. The Ministry Council is com­
prised of group leaders. From left, front row, are Tim Bearden, Missions Awareness and Involve­
ment: James Porch, Executive Director and Executive Leadership; Tim Holcomb. Christian Growth 
Development; back row. Bill Wilson, Ministry Coordinator; Eleanor Yarborough. Communication 
Services; Gary Rickman, Church Staff Leadership: Larry Kirk. Evangelism/Missions Strategy; and 
William Maxwell, Administrative Services. The directories will be available at the convention meet­
ing this week and also will be mailed to every TBC church.
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WMU to expand ‘job corps9 ministry
By Teresa Dickens 
For Baptist Press

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — 
Christian Women’s Job Corps 
will become an official min­
istry of Woman’s Missionary 
Union March 1, 1997, opening 
the door for the development of 
ministry sites across the coun­
try.

The decision to move CWJC 
from a pilot project status to 
an official ministry of WMU 
came during a meeting of the 
CWJC National Task Force 
Oct. 31-Nov.l. The task force 
has helped in the development 
of CWJC since it was concep­
tualized by WMU leadership 
more than two years ago.

“The task force’s decision to 
recommend that Christian 
Women’s Job Corps become an 
official ministry of Woman’s 
Missionary Union was their 
way of saying, ‘It works,’ ” said 
Trudy Johnson, WMU special 
projects manager. “They unan­

1 TENNESSEE BAFUST 1 J
ARTNERSHIP IVllSSIONS

CANADA • MICHIGAN • POLAND

Partnership 
Prayer Requests
November
13 — Praise God that Com­

merce Pines Church in 
Walled Lake, Mich., has 
called Francis Wood as pas­
tor.

14 — Pray for Pastor Shan and 
his wife, Soogie An, both of 
Dixie Southern Church in Mis­
sissauga, Ontario, Canada, 
as he attends seminary, and 
for a 13-member team coordi­
nated by Sunswept Church, 
Union City, as they build a 
church this week in St. 
Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands.

15 — Pray for all places to be 
filled on the 15 evangelistic 
teams that will travel in Janu­
ary to Costa Rica for simulta­
neous revivals.

16 — Pray that God will bring re­
vival for Michigan Baptist 
churches beginning with their 
pastors and leadership.

17 — Pray for Rick Rolling and 
Wayne Key who were recent­
ly licensed to preach by Cam­
brian Heights Church, Cal­
gary, Alberta, Canada.

18 — Pray for Terry Sharp and 
Bill Wilson of the TBC as they 
travel to Poland to plan and 
organize simultaneous re­
vivals next May.

19 — Pray for Steve Harmon 
and his wife, Doris. Harmon is 
the new manager at Bambi 
Lake Retreat and Conference 
Center, Michigan Baptists' 
state camp. 

imously agreed that God has 
used the pilot projects to 
change lives and give women 
in poverty hope for a better 
life.”

Evelyn Blount, executive di­
rector of South Carolina WMU 
and a task force member, 
agreed. “Christian Women’s 
Job Corps is one of the most 
exciting things in which I have 
participated. To my knowl­
edge, we have never devised a 
ministry that so completely 
takes into account the needs of 
the individual person. We have 
targeted needs and people, but 
CWJC ministers to the total 
person at their point, or points, 
of need and does so in a Chris­
tian context.

“I believe that Christian 
Woman’s Job Corps is a gift 
from God to WMU,” she added. 
“I believe it will result in king­
dom growth and changed 
lives.”

Johnson said the purpose of 
CWJC is twofold: to provide a

Missionary speaker dies during church visit
Baptist Press

EASLEY, S.C. — Irene 
Lawson, a Southern Baptist 
Foreign Missionary to Italy, 
died Oct. 30 while presenting 
a program on missions at Rock 
Springs Church here.

Doctors said Lawson, 54, 
probably died of a cerebral 
aneurysm, according to her 
son, Marion Lawson, a mem­
ber of the church. He was 
among the 600 to 700 people 

Tennessee Baptist develops books for children
For Baptist and Reflector

HERMITAGE — A Tennessee Baptist has 
seen the need for more positive children’s books 
and she is doing something about it.

Judy Berryhill of Hermitage Hills Church, 
retired recently from her job at a local manufac­
turing plant and opened her own publishing 
company in August.

One of her first books Teeny Tiny, the 
Snowflake Learns to Obey His Parents, has just 
been published. The book promotes family values 
and encourages children to obey their parents.

Berryhill has another series in mind based 
on “Chuckle and Giggle,” two mice. The books 
will focus again on love and children obeying 
their parents. The first book in this series is 
scheduled for publication in February.

“We need so many more books on this topic,” 
Berryhill observed.

“As the children read the books, I’m sure 
they will pick up the values and carry them into 
their daily lives.”

Berryhill has found a way for her first book 
to be used as a missions tool.

She is sending copies of the book to mission­
ary Donna Mae Bobby in Chile.

Bobby, whose home church is Hermitage 
Hills, was home during the summer and visited 
with the “Hilltoppers,” the church’s senior citi­
zens group.

“Donna Mae met with us during the summer 
and told us about the children in Chile. I 
thought, ‘What could I do to help?’ ”

The answer was sending books for the chil­
dren and this coincides with her desire to minis­
ter through her writing and publishing. “A lot of 
things have opened up to me in the ministry 
area since I started writing full time.” ■ — Lon­
nie Wilkey

PASTOR DEAN HAUN of Hermitage Hills Church 
accepts a copy of Judy Berryhill’s first book on be­
half of missionary Donna Mae Bobby. Berryhill is 
sending copies of the book to Bobby for use with 
children in Chile.

Christian context in which 
women in need are equipped 
for life and employment and to 
provide a missions context in 
which women help women.

In order to fulfill the pur­
pose, parameters for the min­
istry were established and 
tested in various pilot projects 
across the country, Johnson 
explained. The parameters, as 
refined, include:

(1) The ministry will be lo­
cally organized and managed.

(2) The ministry is success­
ful when led by trained work­
ers. The first national training 
event will be held July 17-19, 
1997, at WMU’s national head­
quarters. Registration will be 
limited and carry a fee. Regis­
tration information should be 
available in December, John­
son said.

(3) The ministry will be 
built around volunteer leader­
ship.

For more information, call 
Johnson at (205) 991-4972. ■ 

attending the church’s 
Wednesday night prayer meet­
ing, where his mother and fa­
ther, Ken Lawson, were fea­
tured speakers. The Lawsons, 
who lead an international 
Baptist church in Rome, were 
on furlough.

The Lawsons were showing 
a video on their ministry when 
she slumped against her hus­
band, who was sitting beside 
her. Several medical profes­
sionals in the audience tried 

Chinese church 
begins in memory 
of Lottie Moon
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — One of 
the most vivid memorials to 
honor foreign missions hero­
ine Lottie Moon stands in 
Charlottesville, Va.

It’s an eternal memorial 
— a growing body of Chi­
nese Christians. They wor­
ship in the fellowship hall of 
First Church, the very 
church whose pastor 
brought the young Lottie 
Moon face to face with Je­
sus Christ in 1859, before 
she became a missionary to 
China.

Many of these modern- 
day Chinese believers came 
to the United States as com­
munists and intellectuals — 
and found Jesus. Frequent­
ly they return to China, or 
move elsewhere, taking the 
Gospel with them. ■ 

unsuccessfully to revive her. 
She later was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital.

At the same time Lawson 
suffered the apparent 
aneurysm, the video featured 
her playing the song “I Love to 
Tell the Story,” on the piano, 
said Rock Springs Pastor 
David Gallamore. “Her mes­
sage and the surrounding ele­
ments will continue to speak 
to our (congregation) for a long 
time,” Gallamore said. ■
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7o needy retirees

Annuity Board trustees vow more aid
By Thomas E.Miller Jr.
For Baptist Press

DALLAS — Challenged by 
their president and the chair­
man of the Endowment Devel­
opment Council of the South­
ern Baptist Annuity Board, 
trustees of the SBC agency 
voted Nov. 5 to commit them­
selves as individuals and 
trustees to respond to the 
plight of retired Southern 
Baptist ministers or their wid­
ows living in poverty.

At a luncheon meeting Nov. 
4, trustees heard board Presi­
dent Paul W. Powell share the 
personal commitments he and 
his wife, Cathy, have made to 
the board’s “Adopt An Annui­
tant” ministry and his support 
for the ministry assignment 
given the Annuity Board in 
the “Covenant for a New Cen­

tury” restructuring of the SBC.
Powell introduced William 

A. Willis of Little Rock, Ark., 
chairman of the volunteer En­
dowment Development Coun­
cil, who told trustees the coun­
cil has identified a need for 
$12 million in the next three 
years in support of the third 
part of the Annuity Board’s 
SBC ministry assignment: “To 
provide a channel through 
which Southern Baptists can 
extend systematic financial 
help to Southern Baptist min­
isters or widows of ministers 
who are in need (and) inter­
pret the channel to Southern 
Baptists for the purpose of 
eliciting financial support.”

Powell referred to a pledge 
to ministers suggested by the 
first Annuity Board president, 
William Lunsford, as he ad­
dressed the SBC in 1923: 

“Give yourself whole-heartedly 
to the work. ... We will stand 
back of you. If you fall in the 
work, we will care for you. If 
you die, we will not permit 
your family to suffer. If you 
grow old in it, we will comfort 
your declining years.”

“In the fulfillment of this 
promise,” Powell said, “let us 
each and together:

“Resolve that no retired 
minister or his widow should 
live in poverty.

“Identify those in need.
“Design communications to 

interpret the need and provide 
a channel of assistance.

“Vigorously promote the Co­
operative Program ...

“Endorse and personally 
support the volunteer work of 
the Endowment Development 
Council and the Retired Minis­
ters’ Support Corps. ■

C-N to honor Maddox on 20th 
anniversary; Riley to speak
For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY — 
United States Secretary of 
Education Richard Riley will 
give the keynote address dur­
ing Founder’s Day Nov. 19 at 
Carson-Newman College.

The address will begin at 
9:30 a.m. at First Church, 
Jefferson City.

Riley and Carson-Newman 
College President Cordell 
Maddox were classmates at 
Furman University in 
Greenville, S.C.

The annual Founder’s Day 
celebration is being dedicated 
to Maddox’s 20th anniversary' 
as president of the Tennessee 
Baptist school.

At the conclusion of the 
ceremony a portrait of the 
president will be unveiled.

MADDOX

Maddox is the longes't 
serving current president of 
any Tennessee college or uni­
versity and has the second 
longest tenure among all Car­

son-Newman 
presidents.

When 
Maddox 
came to Car­
son-Newman 
20 years ago 
enrollment 
was declining 
and there 

was a budget deficit.
Since then, the budget has 

been in the black each year 
since and enrollment has 
climbed steadily from 1,518 
students to 2,265 students 
this fall after seven consecu­
tive semesters of record­
breaking enrollments. ■

Moral, cultural issues absent in campaign, says Furman professor
Compiled from Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton handily became the first South­
ern Baptist to win re-election to the 
White House Nov. 5.

Clinton, a member of Immanuel 
Church, Little Rock, Ark., won 379 
electoral votes to Republican challenger 
Bob Dole’s 159.

As he has since the 1994 congres­
sional elections, Clinton will have to 
contend with a Republican majority in 
both the Senate and House of Repre­
sentatives. Republicans gained at least 
one seat in the Senate and were lead­
ing in a close race in Oregon. If the 
GOP holds on in that state, it will have 
a 55-45 advantage in the Senate.

In the House, the Republicans ap­
parently will lose about 10 seats from 
their majority of 235 but will retain 
control.

In the Senate, the Republicans ap­
parently will have not only a larger ma­
jority but also a more conservative one. 
In Clinton’s own state, Rep. Tim 
Hutchinson, a conservative, pro-life 

Southern Baptist, won a seat left open 
by a retiring Democrat to become the 
first Republican senator from Arkansas 
in this century.

According to exit polls, voters who 
identified themselves as “religious con­
servatives,” did not support GOP candi­
dates as strongly as they had in recent 
elections.

Moral and cultural issues were no­
tably absent in the campaign, said 
James Guth, political science professor 
at Furman University in Greenville, 
S.C.

“We didn’t see a whole lot of discus­
sion of abortion on a specific level,” said 
Guth, who researches voting by South­
ern Baptists and other evangelicals. “A 
series of other questions didn’t come 
up. Gay rights didn’t appear. These is­
sues are important in that President 
Clinton did a remarkable job in steal­
ing the Republicans’ thunder in bring­
ing up subjects such as the status of 
families and school uniforms, indicat­
ing he was concerned about the state of 
the culture. I don’t think it convinced 
conservative Christians that he is one 

of them, but it ate into Republicans’ 
strength with other groups.”

Moral and cultural issues are as im­
portant to voters as they have been in 
the past, Guth maintained. But the re­
sult of the presidential election “ob­
scures the fact that morally conserva­
tive Protestants are playing a signifi­
cant role in the Republican party in 
congressional and state races,” he said. 
Socially conservative values “drew a lot 
of support. Even though they were not 
discussed a lot in the presidential 
races, they did play a significant role in 
the outcome of the elections.”

In addition to Clinton and Vice Pres­
ident Al Gore, who are both Southern 
Baptists, at least five members of the 
Senate and 26 members of the House of 
Representatives will be members of 
Southern Baptist churches.

The Baptist contingent in Congress 
w’ill include Speaker of the House Newt 
Gingrich and House minority leader 
Richard Gephardt, who were returned 
to office in the Nov. 5 election.

Among the newcomers is Roy Blunt, 
former president of Southwest Baptist 

University, Bolivar, Mo.
In the House, Rep. Zach Wamp, a 

member of Red Bank Church, Chat­
tanooga, was elected to a second term.

In spite of who was elected, Scrip­
ture calls Christians to pray for the na­
tion’s leaders, whether or not we agree 
with them, said several Southern Bap­
tist prayer leaders after the election.

Pray that God would raise up fear­
less, focused leaders of integrity who 
are committed to holiness, said Henry 
Blackaby of the Home Mission Board, 
author of Experiencing God discipleship 
materials.

Avery Willis of the Foreign Mission 
Board suggested Southern Baptists 
pray that American people will begin to 
vote character over the economy. “We 
lost the whole character issue in this 
election,” Willis said.

“We should pray for our president in 
relationship to what the Word of God 
says,” said Ronnie Floyd, an Arkansas 
pastor who is president of the Southern 
Baptist Pastors’ Conference and led a 
convention-wide call to prayer and fast­
ing the week before the election. ■

Arson fund disbursement nears $700,000 Former TBC board member elected to lead Ohio Baptists
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The 
Southern Baptist Conven­
tion’s “Arson Fund” has dis­
tributed nearly $700,000 fol­
lowing the October distribu­
tion of $35,948 to 17 states 
Nov. 5.

The “Arson Fund” as­
sists African American 
churches victimized by ar­
sonists.

Like the four earlier dis­
tributions, the November 

distribution is based on a 
formula developed by the 
SBC Inter-Agency Council’s 
Racial Reconciliation Task 
Force.

In November the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention 
received $3,055 of the 
amount distributed.

More than 90 African 
American churches, most in 
the southeast, have burned 
in the last year and a half, 
primarily as a result of ar­
sonists. ■

Baptist Press

PARMA, Ohio — Jack Kwok 
has been elected executive di­
rector of the State Convention 
of Baptists in Ohio.

Kwok, 46, has been director 
of the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention’s department of co­
operative ministries with Na­
tional Baptists since 1988.

Kwok was unanimously 
elected by the Ohio conven­
tion’s 50-member executive 
board Nov. 5 and presented to 
messengers at the convention’s 
annual meeting in a reception 

on Nov. 6. A former Ohio con­
vention president, Gary Frost 
of Youngstown, who had been 
scheduled to preach the closing 
sermon at the Nov. 5-7 annual 
meeting, invited Kwok to 
preach in his place.

Kwok will succeed Orville 
H. Griffin, executive director 
for the past four years. Kwok 
will join the convention staff 
Nov. 21 and work alongside 
Griffin until his Jan. 10 retire­
ment.

Kwok challenged the Ohio 
convention, which encompass­
es more than 600 churches and 

missions, with 150,000 mem­
bers, to expand their numbers 
to “one million Southern Bap­
tists in Ohio by the year 2020.”

The Arkansas native was 
pastor of First Church, Hicko­
ry Withe, 1980-83, during 
which he was a member of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
Executive Board. He also 
served as pastor of Mallory 
Heights Church, Memphis. He 
is a graduate of Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Memphis.

Kwok and his wife, Kay. 
have two children. ■
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Associations continue reports on meetings
Reports

Clinton Association heard 
a report on the success of its 
nfew partnership in Burton, 
Mich., to support the Ten- 
nessee/Michigan Baptist Part­
nership.

Big Hatchie Association 
heard a report which encour­
aged its churches to pray for 
and participate in Association- 
al Strategy Planning.

Stone Association will 
hold a crusade April 7-11. Ron 
Phillips Ministries will help 
lead it.

According to Randy Isbell, 
evangelism director, Shiloh 
Association reported 129 
more baptisms than last year, 
with a total of 433.

Polk Association heard a 
report on the ministry it led for 
Tennessee Olympic events. 
More than 40,000 hospitality 
bags containing religious ma­
terials were distributed and 
over 100 people made profes­
sions of faith.

A report was made to 
Hamilton County Associa­
tion that contributions set a 
record.

Robertson County Asso­
ciation heard a strategy* plan­
ning report and recommenda­
tions.

Business
Clinton Association 

changed its constitution con­
cerning how it receives new 
churches.

Robertson County Asso­
ciation adopted a new mission 
statement.

Fayette Association voted 
to hold a Week of Prayer for 
the association in May. It 
asked its director of missions 
to teach the One Day Soul 
Winning Workshop in five 
churches. A People Sharing Je­
sus course will be taught at the 
Mission Center on Nov. 18. 
The association will conduct a 
revival March 9-12. Speakers 
will come from an association 

PARTICIPATING in the Grainger Association meeting were, from 
left, first row, Glenda Spradlin; Sissy Graham, assistant clerk; and 
Sarah Tydings, office secretary, clerk; second row, David Tydings, 
director of missions; Robert Spradlin, pastor, Block Springs Church, 
associate moderator; Michael Lee, pastor, Indian Ridge Church, 
moderator; Terry Greenlee, associate music director; Gina Hipsher; 
and Garry Samsel, Blue Springs Church, treasurer.

in Michigan it has a relation­
ship with to support the Ten- 
nessee/Michigan Baptist Part­
nership. The association will 
sponsor a mission effort in 
Michigan next year and will 
conduct Crossover Fayette As­
sociation in March 1998 and 
conduct a tent revival in May 
1998.

Jefferson County Associ­
ation approved funds for a 
part-time secretary to work in 
the associational office.

Crockett County Associa­
tion will join Madison- 
Chester Association to hold 
a crusade Sept. 21-26, 1997, on 
the Union University campus. 
Kelly Green, evangelist, will 
speak.

Crockett County Associa­
tion adopted a five-year Long- 
range Strategy Plan.

Recognitions
Lawrence County Associ­

ation honored J.C. Carpenter, 
director of missions, on his re­
tirement, effective Nov. 30.

Duck River Association 
recognized the more than 165 
workers from 22 churches who 
built the association’s office 
building. Staff began working 
there Sept. 28. An open house 
will be held soon.

Polk Association honored 
A. Frank Curbow, member, 
Shiloh Church, for 18 years of 
service to the association in 
various leadership roles.

Kathleen Lockhart, clerk, 
Jefferson County Associa­
tion, for 15 years, was hon­
ored. She is a member of Flat 
Gap Church.

Jill Horner, a member of 
First Church, Monterey, was 
named Volunteer of the Year 
by Stone Association. 
Horner worked in a camp in 
Poland to support the Ten- 
nessee/Poland Baptist Partner­
ship.

Robertson County Asso­
ciation honored Thelma Grace 

for serving as Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union director for 16 
years. It dedicated its minutes 
to E. Donald Dorris, retired 
pastor of Greenbrier, the late 
Thomas Elmer Mason, retired 
pastor of Springfield, and to 
senior adults of the associa­
tion.

Stewart County Associa­
tion honored Pat Merrell, 
member of Big Rock Church, 
Big Rock, for about eight years 
of service as associational Sun­
day School director and Vaca­
tion Bible School director.

Stone Association dedicat­
ed its minutes to the late Bill 
Baird Griffith, pastor for more 
than 20 years at Bangham 
Heights Church, and Putnam 
County General Sessions 
Judge.

Resolutions
Polk Association resolved 

to encourage all its churches to 
give a minimum of five percent 
of gifts to the associational 
budget.

Western District Associa­
tion resolved to urge citizens 
to vote concerning a local 
liquor by the drink referen­
dum.

Robertson County Asso­
ciation resolved to fight a ref­
erendum in the city of Spring­
field to allow liquor by the 
drink. It was defeated. It also 
resolved to express its appreci­
ation for Johnnie Hall, Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention Dis­
cipleship Training director, 
who is retiring Dec. 31.

Crockett County Associa­
tion resolved against Presi­
dent Clinton’s veto of a bill to 
abolish partial birth abortions 
and in support of David S. 
Dockery, new president of 
Union University, Jackson.

Jefferson County Associ­
ation passed a resolution of 
appreciation for the efforts of 
its long-range planning/mis- 
sions development committee 

to provide the new office 
building. It also thanked a 
decorating committee for 

work to renovate the building.
Stone Association passed 

a resolution supporting an or­
dinance to limit and restrict 
establishments involved in 
pornography from operating in 
Cookeville.

Big Hatchie Association 
expressed its opposition to 
abortion and encouraged its 
churches to observe Sanctity of 
Human Life Sunday Jan. 19. It 
also encouraged members of 
churches to vote in' the Nov. 5 
election.

Clinton Association called 
its churches to pray for the 
Gospel to be spread.

Churches added
Stewart County Associa­

tion added Little Rock 
Church, Erin, of which George 
E. Wyatt is pastor.

Shiloh Association added 
Central Church, Selmer, into 
its fellowship. James Smith is 
the pastor.

Concord Association 
added Unity Church, Mur­
freesboro, of which Doyle 
Hayes is pastor, and First Ko­
rean Church, Murfreesboro, of 
which Moses Yu is pastor.

Sevier County Associa­
tion added New Center 
Church, Sevierville, of which 
Tony Sutton is pastor.

Christ Fellowship Church, 
Lawrenceburg, was added to

PRESENTING a plaque of appreciation to Greer Ruble, right, of 
the Tennessee Baptist Convention, on his retirement next year, is 
David Tydings, director of missions, Grainger Association. The 
presentation was made during its Oct. 17-18 meeting.

Lawrence County Associa­
tion. Allen Livengood is pas­
tor.

Madison-Chester Associ­
ation added Cornerstone Com­
munity Church, Jackson, of 
which Mark Howard is pastor.

GIVING THE GAVEL to the 
new moderator of Big Hatchie 
Association, William Northcott, 
left, pastor, First Church, Cov­
ington, is Randall Cummings, 
outgoing moderator and pas­
tor, First Church, Ripley, dur­
ing the association's Oct. 28- 
29 meeting.

ELECTED TO 
LEAD New Salem 
Association during 
its Oct. 27 meeting 
were, from left, Lar­
ry Duke, member, 
Rome Church, mod­
erator; Mary Etta 
Nixon, Hickman 
Church, clerk; Ray 
McCall, director of 
missions; and Ran­
dall Hackett, Peyton 
Creek Church, trea­
surer. Not pictured 
is Wayne Jamison, 
pastor, Brush Creek 
Church, vice moder­
ator.
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We're closer to third millennium

Ry Wm. 
Fletcher 

Allen, 
Editor

his week a couple of thousand 
Tennessee Baptists, give or take a 
hundred or two, are in Nashville 
for a two-day meeting with em­
bellishments.

So what. Why are they .here? Is it some tourist 
group with a lot of money and too little time for “do­
ing business?”

We' are gathered at Two 
Rivers Church to honor the Lord 
Jesus, to recommit our lives, to 
report on the work of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention, to 
discuss plans for ministry, and to 
worship.

Throw in some quality time 
for fellowship.

We really didn’t come together 
in Annual Meeting to gather in hall groups for small 
talk and rumoring. We really didn’t come together to 
sacrifice good ideas and plans on the altar of conceit 
and personal designs. Or did we?

As we stand on the threshold of the 21st century 
and a third millennium, we owe the Lord Christ more 
than that. We have not completed the Great Commis­
sion assignment.

As committed servant people, we owe him undivid­
ed allegiance, total loyalty, and personal sacrifice in 
total stewardship.

Looking into that gaping maw of unconcern and 
self-centered lifestyle — that often separates us from 
that year 2000, we must be ready for a giant leap into 
the future. But that leap will not be painless.

Sacrifice will be painful when we count the cost 

and our will is not lost in God’s will.
Five years from now, observers can look back and 

see whether Tennessee Baptists have crawled across 
that time span or whether we have held on to Christ’s 
strong arms and leaped with him.

The spiritual awakening that must come will re­
quire our total spiritual attention. We cannot decide 
in our minds to do it. All physical reserves we can 
muster will be insufficient.

The awakening will be bought with contrite hearts 
and renewed spirits. That kind of determined devo­
tion to God leaves no time for spiritual laziness.

Although we have been on the road for many 
years, the time is ripe for serious spiritual business.

This year, at Two Rivers, we can channel all our

Nation's best served when candidates put truth before self
November elections are over. Americans have been 

propagandized, cajoled, placated, and sometimes 
challenged for several months.

Sometimes the fury of politicking has been over­
whelming. We have been promised many things. We 
have been told that this and that political candidate 
is the best or worst.

That’s why so few people vote. If one speaks about 
the opponent, negatives are the primary words. When 
speaking about self, it is all love and wisdom, peace 
and prosperity.

The campaigns are over for now, and the tempta­
tion is great to be hardened to the entire process. But 
somehow we must try to rise above the tawdry 
machination of politics, and we must insist — no, we

editorial/ j 
opinion ||

spiritual gifts and 
all our stewardship 
into a great push to­
ward 2000.

The steps we 
take to advance the 
Kingdom, should be 
taken together.

We are all chal­
lenged to listen and learn, to live and love, to laugh 
and to shed Light. This week we can break out of the 
ho-hum life and burst into the adventure of 2000.

Baptists pride themselves on freedom. But we also 
have the freedom to work together for the Glory of 
the Risen Savior. Why not? Let’s do it. B&R 

must demand a high plane of truth, honesty, and in­
tegrity from those who seek office. After all, aren’t 
they seeking to serve?

There is enough blame to go around. And if the 
process won’t demand high caliber candidates, then 
we who go into the voting booth can do it ourselves.

One more idea. No matter who was elected, citi­
zens should demand that vindictive attitudes and ir­
responsible politics must be buried.

Candidates are elected to be good stewards, to 
serve the people, to care enough about their responsi­
bilities to put self last — when they do, they will be 
appreciated, and the nation will be truly blessed.

Too often the plank in one’s own eye is overlooked 
in seeking the speck in the eye of another. B&R

•Fust for 
today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 
Eudora Church, Memphis

Sometimes we have to see 'em even if we don't want to

Start with a smile
Judge: “Joe, why do you try 

to steal from banks?”
Joe: “Well, Judge, it’s like 

this. I try to steal from banks 
because that’s where the big 
money is.”
Take this truth

Regardless of his moral 
and ethical shortcomings, Joe 
had a practical mind. He 

knew where 
the opportuni­
ties lay. That 
is more than 
many other 
people know. 
Shakespeare 
said it, “We 
must take the 
current when 
it serves us,

or lose our venture.” An old 
cliche says it this way, “Op­
portunity knocks only once.”

Memorize this Scripture
“You be therefore as wise 

as serpents, and as harmless 
as doves” Matthew 10:16.

Pray this prayer
Lord, lead me to remember 

always that I must keep my 
integrity.

But Lord, help me to real­
ize that I need to exercise 
good judgment in spiritual 
things as the world does in 
secular things. ■

WOOD

The character on the show was 
complaining to his wife about some 
unwanted visitors that showed up 
for supper at an inopportune time.

“Don’t make me see ’em,” he 
whined. “I don’t want to see ’em.”

We were talking in Sunday School class 
last Sunday about that special day in the 
lives of Christians.

No, not Thanksgiving or Easter. Not 
Christmas.

“What a Difference the Day Makes,” 
the lesson was titled.

We reminisced about Sundays when we 
were children, and rehashed the family’s 
“blue laws.” Each of us had some memo­
ries about things we could do and could 
not do on Sundays.

All the worldly things like swimming, 
movies, playing physical games such as 
baseball, tinkering with the car — these 
were off limits.

As I remember it, our family could

Counselors, psychologists in legal situations
Can psychologists and counselors 

play a useful role in legal matters?
Yes. I regard a skilled and experi­

enced psychologist or counselor as a 
most helpful team member in dealing 
with many human problems, especially 
those of the family.

In our highly specialized society, we 
tend to compartmentalize our problems as 
spiritual, emotional, relational, medical, 
legal, financial, etc.

Life is an intricate tapestry in which 
God interweaves many strands, all relat­
ing to one another.

For example, in a typical family conflict 
that appears headed toward divorce, there 
are always spiritual and emotional issues 
to be dealt with, and usually financial, 
and sometimes medical concerns. But a 
family may not perceive their problems as 
anything more than a conflict over one or

wade in the shallow stream “down the 
hill,” but we couldn’t go to the creek for 
swimming — not on Sundays. We could 
throw and catch the baseball, but we 
couldn’t play the real game.

Farm work was completely 
taboo (thankfully), unless the 
proverbial ox was in the ditch and 
deeply mired, at that.

And those rules were good. We 
accepted them, maybe because it 
was okay to churn ice cream on 
summer Sunday afternoons.

The scape-goat character I re­
ferred to earlier had a peculiar at­
titude about unwanted visitors.
He had the attitude of “no see, no care.' 
We might say, “out of sight, out of mind.”

ALLEN

fainilies matter
— by Ivy Scarborough, attorney, mediator

two issues.
The choice of a psychologist or coun­

selor is critically important. Some who 
hold out themselves as “Christians coun­
selors” do not have the training in human 
behavior to qualify for this role.

A young husband came to me for advice 
after seeing a “Christian counselor.” This 
young husband said he had never come so 
close to giving up on his marriage as he 
did after one session with this nonprofes­
sional.

Referral to a Christian clinical psychol­
ogist helped save the marriage.

As I caution pastors in my seminars, I 
learn that more ministers and Christian

Our father had about a dozen fox 
hounds of which he was proud. All of 
us helped take care of them.

The grandmother of a nearby 
family was mentally ill and everyone 

helped the family keep up with her. Early 
one night she came to our door and 
knocked loud and long. Our parents told 
us to be quiet, perhaps Irene would move 
on elsewhere.

After a few minutes of knocking 
with no results, we heard her say. 
loud and clear, “All right, Mr. 
Allen, if you aren’t at home, you 
won’t mind me letting your dogs 
out.” We opened the door.

Sundays are special, but the 
needs of others are special also. We 
often make our own rules to fit our 
desires, likes and dislikes.

Indeed, the Sabbath is holy unto 
the Lord. But opening the door to that 
“stranger” also is worthy.

leaders are being sued over their 
counseling. This occurs because some­
one tries to grapple with problems 
they are not equipped by training to 
deal with. In conflicts that bring a 

marriage to the brink of divorce, depres­
sion is often a factor.

Research shows that depression results 
when a chemical imbalance occurs in the 
brain; it is not, as is sometimes believed, a 
problem of a lack of faith or emotional 
weakness.

A minister or other counselor who does 
not understand this, may do more harm 
than good.

A highly trained Christian counselor 
can do good and even prevent legal prob­
lems. Paul Barkley, another writer for 
this column, and I have worked together 
on cases. We all need to model our think­
ing and emotions on those of Christ. ■
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For 150 years, Oliver Springs FBC has been there
By Wm. Fletcher Allen
Baptist and Reflector

OLIVER SPRINGS — A 
year ago, or perhaps longer, 
the congregation of First 
Church, Oliver Springs, knew 
they were going to celebrate a 
sesquicentennial in October 
1996.

More than that, they want­
ed to “do it up right.”

The big day for the actual 
150th anniversary celebration 
was scheduled for Oct. 27. But 

former pastors 
Rutherford is 
Church. B&R

NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES merit a hard-working history 
committee. For First Church. Oliver Springs, the committee 
was, from left, Sue Tate, Denice Parten, Louise Smith, 
Carolyn Kelly, Rachel Smith, Irene Coke, and Louise 
Matthews, chairperson. Not only did the church have a his­
tory booklet published, the buildings were filled with pho­
tos. clippings, and momentos from the past.

MICHAEL PEARSON, Clinton Association 
director of missions, left, presents Pastor 
Tony Rutherford with a plaque of recogni­
tion for the church's 150th anniversary.

PASTOR TONY RUTHERFORD, left, First Church, Oliver Springs, 
welcomes former pastors Everette Sherwood, left center, morning 
speaker; and Charles Parker, afternoon speaker. Deacon Carl 
Jones stands at right. — Photos by Wm. Fletcher Allen

that was the last chapter, the 
grand finale.

The church actually began 
back in July. They called it 
"History by the Decade.” And 
they kicked off the observance 
of the anniversary July 24 by 
looking at the decade of 1846- 
55.

This segment covered the 
beginning of the church and 
recognized some of those who 
founded it.

The church was first estab­
lished at a “shelter” near Sul­

phur Springs on Oct. 26, 1846. 
The founders included Joshua 
Frost, pastor of Zion Church; 
Chesley Boatright, pastor of 
Clear Branch Church at Coal 
Creek; and Isaac Ellege, well- 
known preacher from Knox 
County.

Probably the organizational 
meeting had been preceded by 
a revival led by Frost and 
Boatright.

The fledgling church may 
have been an arm of United 
Baptist Church of Christ at 

Zion, now Zion Baptist Church, 
Anderson County.

Through the following Sun­
days, Oliver Springs’ celebrat­
ed each decade of the church’s 
life. Events of the world, na­
tion, state, and community 
were covered. An anniversary 
booklet was published, detail­
ing the "countdown” of 
decades.

The church dedicated its 
new Allen Digital Organ on 
Oct. 20.

The 'Sesquicentennial Cele­
bration featured a morning 
and afternoon program, with

First

When you dial284-RN4U with your 
health questions, experienced Registered 

Nurses are ready to take your call.
• Whats the Best treatment for insect bites?

•What should I do when my baby has diarrhea?

•Dol take my antibiotic before or after meals?

•Whats the difference between cold and flu symptoms?

For answers to your real-life health questions, you can now 

dial Baptist Haspital's new Nurse On Call days, nights and 

weekends. Our skilled team of Registered Nurses can recom­

mend physician-approved treatments for minor medical 

problems, advise you when to seek a doctor's care or go to the 

emergency room, provide physician referral, and supply good 

health information to help you and your family stay well.

Nurse On Call is a community service of Baptist Hospital. 

So when you need real answers to medical questions, 

give us a call.
8 a.m. -12 Midnight, 7 days a iveek, 365 days a year.

Baptist Nurse On Call 
284-RN4U 

1-800-211-6699 
(Outside of Nashville)

V

Baptist Hospital
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

One of the Nation's Top 100 Hospitals
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Association starts congregation in housing project

MURFREESBORO — God is work­
ing at January Street housing project 
in Murfreesboro, reported Arthur 
Lewis, a bivocational pastor, and Ellen 
Chapman of Concord Association.

After two years of groundwork by 
Chapman and volunteers from several 
churches in the association, a congrega­
tion began meeting in the housing proj­
ect in June.

The meeting site of the January 
Street Mission is a miracle in itself, 
said Chapman. Government officials 
are allowing the congregation to use 
the housing area’s recreation center for 
its activities. When approached by 
Chapman, the officials were receptive, 
but said it depended on the wishes of 
the residents. And the residents have 
welcomed the church, she explained.

Another sign that God is working was 
the Fall Festival held by Baptists on 
Halloween. Members of the congrega­
tion and other residents decorated the 
center in preparation. Other Baptists 
from the association provided activities.

People came into the center and 
were supposed to exit, but few left, or if 
they did, they came back in, explained 
Lewis. He saw children, but more im­
portantly adults, drawn by the event 
and the excitement.

Then at the end of the evening the 
rain stopped and an African American 

choir from Middle Ten­
nessee State Universi­
ty performed Gospel 
music outside the cen­
ter.

“These people know 
that they were visited 
by the Lord that 
night,” said Chapman.

Lewis also noted the 
housing area had less 
negative activity that 
night. Only one police 
car was there that 
evening and the police­
man joined in the fun, 
he added.

Lewis and Chapman 
are hoping such events 
will draw people to the 
congregation’s regular 
services. Besides a morning worship 
service, children and youth activities 
are held on Sunday afternoons and 
adult activities are offered on Thursday 
evening.

Activities are led by volunteers from 
the two sponsoring churches, First 
Church, East Castle Street, where 
Lewis is a member; and First Church, 
East Main Street, where another leader, 
Claude King, is a member. They are as­
sisted by members of several churches 
who are helping. They include Mount 
Hermon Church; Westwood Church; 
Salem Springs Church; Belle Aire 
Church; and First Church, Smyrna.

VISITING WITH a resident of the housing complex, Eugene, 
right, are Arthur Lewis, pastor/chaplain of the new congregation 
meeting there, and Ellen Chapman of Concord Association. — 
Photo by Connie Davis

However, few residents of the hous­
ing area attend activities. It is discour­
aging at times, the two agreed.

Lewis explained that people living 
there have many problems. Some feel 
they shouldn’t attend because of their 
lifestyles or because they don’t have the 
right kind of clothes. And children re­
ceive different messages from the 
church and from their families.

Some people there have become in­
volved in drugs, he added. They live 
under the influence and in fear of the 
power brokers of drugs, and their 
minds are affected by taking them.

“Drugs have altered the minds of

Tennessee ! 
features

many people. God has to work 
through that,” explained Lewis.

But God can do it because he 
got his attention after trying for 
<35 years, said Lewis. For the past 
23 years he has worked for a 
trucking company. He was pastor 
of a church in Kentucky for sev­
eral years, then he felt God call­
ing him to leave. A year ago he 
felt God wanted him to remain in 
Murfreesboro so he could lead a 
multi-cultural ministry. So when 

he was contacted by the association to 
help lead the January Street project, he 
knew he was to be involved.

Chapman, a retired employee of the 
City of Memphis, has worked for the 
Concord Association for four years as a 
Mission Service Corps volunteer. She 
leads multi-housing ministries.

The former member of Broadmoor 
Church, Memphis, said she is unafraid to 
visit the residents because they need 
God. They need him “because people here 
have been deceived so much,” she said.

“We don’t understand exactly what 
God is doing here, but that’s OK.” said 
Lewis. B&R

Baptist student 

scholarships 

for future 

generations of 

Belmont 

students will 

mean more than 

you 'll ever know.

Dr. Kenneth Hubbard is the pastor of the First Baptist 

Church of Smyrna. He has also served as a field evangelist 

missionary to Kenya and is outgoing 

president of the Tennessee Baptist 

Convention. As a Belmont student in 

the 50s, Ken Hubbard received a 

scholarship from a fund which had 

been established anonymously by a 

Baptist gentleman. ‘7 often remember 

what this man did for me. My fami­

ly didn't have the financial resources to send me to college. He 

gave me the gift of education, and literally changed my life. ”

Brian Wright is a freshman religion major from Church Hill, 

Tenn. Brian receives a scholarship from Belmont Heights 

Baptist Church, where he is a member 

while at Belmont. After graduation, 

Brians ministry will be in the area of 

pastoral counseling. He has an older 

brother who is also a college student, 

and a younger brother who will be in 

college soon. "Without a scholarship,

W BELMONT
F UNIVERSITY

attending a private Christian university simply wouldn't be 

possible for me, ” he says.

1900 Belmont Boulevard • Nashville. TN 37212-3757 • (615) 460-6000 • http://www.bebnont.edu
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Baptist communicator finds new way to minister
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Long-time 
Baptist journalist Tim Fields 
will be one of the first “casual­
ties” of the “Covenant for a 
New Century,” a plan to re­
structure the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Fields, however, does not 
need or want sympathy. A 
“part-time avocation” begun 
eight years ago will enable him 
to make a living and continue 
his God-called ministry with 
the written word.

Fields officially ends a 26- 
year tenure with Baptist insti­
tutions when the Education 
Commission becomes the first 
agency to close Dec. 31 as part 
of the SBC restructuring. In 
addition to the Education 
Commission, where he is assis­
tant director, Fields has held 
communications-related posi­
tions at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo.; the Brotherhood 
Commission, Memphis; and 
the Christian Life Commis­
sion, Nashville.

Through his company. 
Fields Communications and 
Publishing, based in Nashville,

TIM FIELDS, assistant director of the Southern Baptist Education 
Commission, displays two recent cookbooks published by Fields 
Communications and Publishing. The books are written by former 
Southern Baptist missionaries Mary Jo and Bill Geiger of Mem­
phis. See story on page 9.

he expects to continue his min­
istry and fulfill a boyhood 
dream of writing and publish­
ing inspirational books.

Fields, chairman of the dea­
cons at Immanuel Church, 
Nashville, began his company 
on a small scale eight years 
ago when he joined the staff of 
the Education Commission. 
Arthur L. Walker Jr., then ex­
ecutive director of the agency, 

encouraged Fields in his effort.
The company has grown 

from one employee (himself) to 
two others — his daughter 
Christy Fields and his son-in- 
law Dru Drolsum. His client 
base includes 25 Southern 
Baptist-related organizations, 
including some SBC agencies 
and Baptist state newspapers.

He also hopes to work with 
other non-profit organizations 

and to help new and unpub­
lished Christian writers bring 
their dreams into reality.

Fields already has done that 
for former missionaries Mary 
Jo and Bill Geiger of Memphis 
by publishing their two-volume 
cookbook, Recipes for a Happy 
Life: Missionary Family Cook­
book (see story on page 9).

The cookbooks are special, 
Fields said, because they con­
tain recipes which were pre­
pared and served during the 
Geigers’ 27-year service to 
Christ on the mission field.

In addition, the cookbooks 
provide a means of Scripture 
distribution (each page of the 
cookbooks contains a Bible 
verse) and puts a “capstone” on 
the Geigers’ ministry, Fields 
said. The cookbooks also fulfill 
the dreams of two families — 
his and the Geigers, Fields 
added.

The cookbooks have helped 
Fields cope with his impending 
departure at the Education 
Commission.

“I have been blessed by hav­
ing a project that has captured 
my attention.”

Regardless, actually leaving 
Baptist institutions after 26 
years is hard. “When I went

forward as a sophomore in col­
lege and made a commitment 
to full-time Christian service, I 
felt blessed that God found me 
a place of service,” he said.

“It’s an emotional break 
that’s hard to deal with,” 
Fields added.

“I see this (his publishing 
company) as a continuation of 
ministry, but I do leave with 
some sadness at the closing of 
the 80-year-old agency which 
deals directly with Southern 
Baptist colleges and universi­
ties.

“I feel it is shortsighted to 
cut the only official tie we have 
with all the schools ... but I am 
grateful the convention will 
contribute $150,000 over the 
next two years to jumpstart the 
Association of Southern Baptist 
Colleges and Schools (which 
will attempt to continue some 
of the work that has been done 
by the Education Commis­
sion).” ■

wW yow
The Tennessee Bapnsr 
Foundtmon is neady to 
help you

■ plan your estate
S by assisting in the writing of your will 

and living trust
■ by serving as trustee of funds 

committed to its care
■ by providing investment services
■ by providing information to 

individuals, churches and church- 
related groups

■ by serving as executor.

Call onus ... no warren 
whene you ane in Tennessee!

FOUNDATION

Tennessee Baptist Foundation
Call (615) 371-2029 or
(800) 552-4644 
or write to
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood. TN 
37024-0728
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Missionaries share ‘recipes for a happy life’
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

MEMPHIS — For many 
years former Southern Baptist 
missionaries Mary Jo and Bill 
Geiger shared that Jesus Christ 
is the “recipe for a happy life.”

More importantly, however, 

MARY JO AND BILL GEIGER, front 
center, are shown with their son, three 
daughters, and their spouses. From 
bottom left, are son Kirby and Ruth 
Ann, and daughters Laurie and Mar­
shall Albritton; Linda and Bill Keever: 
and Susan and Mike Harms.

they lived their lives to reflect 
that philosophy in both good 
times and bad.

And, while circumstances 
have changed their lives dra­

matically during the past 10 
years, their faith and love for 
Jesus Christ has remained 
steadfast.

In 1986, while serving as 
missionaries in Chile, Mary Jo 
was diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
Disease. Despite deteriorating 
health they were able to remain 

in Chile as missionaries 
until 1992 when they took 
medical retirement after 
27 years.

They moved to Mem­
phis where Mary Jo is 
from and Bill became a 
staff chaplain at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital East, 
where he is still able to 
minister and use his bilin­
gual skills. They are mem­
bers of Germantown 
Church, Germantown.

Eleven years ago, one 
year before Mary Jo 
learned of her disease, the 
Geigers prepared a cook­
book for their four chil­
dren. It was a “treasure of 
family recipes” carefully 

saved over the years. They in­
cluded recipes given to them by 
friends and loved ones. Many of 
the Chilean recipes in the book 
came from family friend Juani­

ta Sepulveda, who came to 
Memphis from Chile to help 
care for Mary Jo.

Numerous people since have 
encouraged them to share those 
recipes on a much broader 
scale, Bill Geiger shared.

After looking into the matter, 
the Geigers met Tim Fields of 
Fields Communications and 
Publishing, Nashville, who en­
couraged them and said he 
would like to publish their cook­
book, which is entitled Recipes 
for a Happy Life: Missionary 
Family Cookbook.

The title came, Geiger said, 
from the foreword of the origi­
nal book. In her own handwrit­
ing, Mary Jo reminded their 
four children — Kirby, Laurie, 
Linda, and Susan — that “the 
Lord is the only one who can 
give the recipe for a truly happy 
life.”

That project became very im­
portant to Mary Jo, Geiger 
shared. Her condition has got­
ten to the point where she has 
trouble communicating verbal­
ly, he said.

“It has been wonderful thera­
py for Mary Jo the last year and 
a half.”

He noted that the very day 

she finished her last bit of edit­
ing, Mary Jo lost the capacity to 
work on the computer and grad­
ually has lost her voice.

The cookbook gave her a goal 
to work toward, her husband 
said. "It means a lot to Mary Jo 
that the Lord gave her the abili­
ty to complete that book.” Just 
recently, he said, Mary Jo was 
able with some difficulty to say 
these words, “I am so happy.”

“Life still has incredible 
meaning,” Geiger said.

In the foreword of the origi­
nal book, Mary Jo wrote: “It has 
been a rewarding experience for 
us in remembering the many 
happy hours around the family 
table, and then, that expanded 
table of sharing the bounties of 
God’s blessings with loved ones 
and friends in our home 
throughout the years.”

Geiger noted their entire life 
has revolved around the home 
“We have been on the mission 
field, but our ministry from 
home and our witness at home 
has been our real ministry — 
witnessing to those who came to 
our house.

The two-volume cookbook is 
filled with recipes ranging from 
simple things such as Lasagna

and chili to more unusual deli­
cacies such as “money casse­
role” and “limelight pie.”

The book also contains food 
illustrations drawn by Geiger 
and sketches of houses where 
the Geigers lived and all the 
churches in which they wor­
shiped in the formative years of 
their children’s lives. The 
sketches were done by Jaime 
Torrealba, a former Chilean 
drug addict who came to know 
the Lord under the Geigers’ 
ministry in Chile.

The bottom of each page of 
the cookbook also contains a 
Bible verse. “Mary Jo is a real 
Bible scholar. She drew Scrip­
ture from things close to her 
and things we tried to teach our 
children over the years,” he not­
ed.

The cookbooks are available 
in Baptist Book Stores through­
out the United States, or from 
the publisher Call (615) 646- 
4650. ■

Thanks for your support!!!
These ministries receive funding from the state 
missions offering:
Developmentally Disabled Ministry
Disaster Relief
Literacy Missions
Minister’s Aid Fund
Ministries with International Students
Ministry to Sight Impaired/Physically Challenged
Mississippi River Ministry
Nurture of Tennessee Missionaries/Families
Special Friends Camp
Weekday Ministries/Mission Centers
Appalachian Outreach
Creative Associational Development
Language Missions
Mega Focus/Metro
Prison Ministries/Scripture
Resort Missions
Rural Mountain Ministries
Student Summer Missions
Student Summer Missions — VBS
Key Church
New Church Development
African-American Leadership Development
Bivocational Ministries
Chaplaincy
Center for Congregational Health
Metro Supplement
Ministries with African American Students
New Church Staff Orientation
Seminary Extension Assistance
Student Scholarships
West Tennessee Preachers School
WMU Leadership Training Assistance
Camps Capitol
United Tennessee League

The many who have been blessed by 
your prayers and gifts to the state missions
offering extend to you their warmest thanks.

Golden State 
Missions Offering 
Giving Goal for 
1996:
$1,300,000

There is still time to send in your gift before the end of the year. 
Tennessee Baptist Convention

P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024; (615) 373-2255
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Joe Mayberry retires from associational role after 20 years
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

FAYETTEVILLE — Joe 
Mayberry will retire Dec. 31 
after serving 20 years as direc­
tor of missions for William 
Carey Association.

The job can be lonely when 
compared to service as a pas­
tor, which he did for 20 years 
before being called to the asso­
ciation, he admitted. But he 
has had the chance to do what 
he really wanted to do and 
that was “helping people, serv­
ing people,” he said. Through 
developing close relationships 
with people, he still has had 
what he called “my people,” 
just more of them since the as­
sociation has 35 churches.

Mayberry also has made 
many contacts in the commu­
nity through the broadcasting 
of a weekly Sunday School les­
son commentary on a Fayet­
teville radio station which he 
has continued throughout his 
tenure. Since he stopped the 
service recently, the response 
he has gotten has been an en­
couragement.

He has viewed many 
changes in his work, he reflect­
ed. Churches are cooperating 
less with each other and are 
“more inclined to do their own 
thing.” Mayberry has seen the 
demise of such cooperation 
means the cancellation of a 
monthly associational youth 
meeting and a youth camp 
which drew many participants.

“In a sense that’s good, be-

POBo« tMo"
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"Bus Sales, Service, 
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Franklin, TN 37067

(615) 790-8990 FAX (615) 790-8989 
“Your Transportation Solution"
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INCORPORATED 

UH \
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cause it means churches are 
doing more things more often 
rather than waiting for the as­
sociation,” he observed.

He will miss being a part of 
the reorganizations occurring 
in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention and Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, but is happy to 
watch from the sidelines.

Mayberry reflected he has 
felt restless only a few times. A 
good night’s sleep was the an­
swer.

“I’ve been where the Lord 
wanted me to be and that’s the 
best place to be,” he said.

A person needs to “be sure 
that the Lord leads you into 
what he wants you to do and 
where he wants you to do it. 
And then stay until he calls 

Providing residential care to orphaned, neglected, abandoned, 
and abused children while leading them to become whole 
persons in Jesus Christ.

JOE MAYBERRY
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you away,” said Mayberry. 
“Try to grow where you’re 
planted.”

In his last report to the as­
sociation at the Oct. 22 annual 
meeting, he said the “reports of 
my death have been greatly ex­
aggerated,” quoting Mark

A tradition of caring since 1891

TENNESSEE BAPTIST CHILDREN'S HOMES, INC

TBCH is owned 
and operated by the 
churches of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and 
receives one-fourth of its' 
annual budget from the 
Cooperative Program. 
Thank you Tennessee Baptists!

Among the TBCH programs are:

Foster Home Care * Adoption Services Alternative Homes

for Unwed Mothers Boys1 Ranch for Troubled Youth

GENESIS Ministry for Emotionally Troubled Giris Emergency

Placement Services Independent Living Programs **

Family Preservation Services
TBCH also, welcomes church groups to visit any of the three main campuses, individual group homes, or Boys' 
Ranch. To arrange a tour, please contact the Regional Vice President closest to your church: 

Middle Tennessee Region
Dr. Ivan Raley 
615-377-6551 

East Tennessee Region 
Rev. Burl McMillian 

423-892-2722

Twain. He reported he has 
been diagnosed recently with 
cancer. The news, he said, has 
caused him to revisit some ex­
periences, like the death of his 
wife, Martha, from cancer, but 
also the comfort he received at 
that time from three youngs

West Tennessee Region 
Dr. Gene Gafford 

901-386-3961 
Northeast Tennessee Region 

Dr. Danny West 
423-929-2157

men’s brash response to Neb­
uchadnezzar in Daniel 3.

Mayberry said he wanted to 
be faithful like those men.

The association is honoring 
him Nov. 24 at Friendship 
Church, Fayetteville, from 2-5 
p.m. ■

I

Double "B" Boys’ Ranch 
Mr. Bert Sutton 
901-872-0839

k: TBCH Central Office • Dr. Gerald L. Stow, President/Treasurer
5001 Maryland Way (37027) • P. O. Box 728 • Brentwood 37027 • 1-800-624-8591

PLEASE VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE CONVENTION
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73-year-old ‘interim’ helps pave way for new pastor
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

MONTEREY — At the re­
quest of Stone Association Di­
rector of Missions Michael 
Prowse, Guy Farris went to 
preach “the next Sunday” at 
WoodcTiff Church.

That was more than four 
years ago and he’s been there 
ever since as “interim” pastor.

Six people were in atten­
dance on Farris’ first Sunday.

Attendance has increased 
gradually. The church now 
numbers about 35-40 on Sun­
day mornings with around 20 in 
Sunday School.

When Farris went to Wood­
cliff tape was literally hanging 
from the ceiling where it had 
been placed to hold cracks to­
gether.

“The building here was in 
bad condition. I wanted to help 
improve it,” Farris said.

Since then, much of the 
church has been remodeled and 
some additions have been made, 
including an access ramp for 
wheelchairs. A new heating and 
air conditioning unit has been 
added as well as padded pews 
and a piano which was recently 
given to the church.

Stone Association was in­
strumental in helping the 
church get back on its feet, Far­
ris acknowledged. The associa­
tion gave $2,000 to help pur­
chase the heating and air unit 
which was badly needed at the 
time. Everything that has been 
done is now paid for, he added.

Another church, New Home, 
still gives a monthly gift. Those 
things spurred our members, 

Farris said. Before then the 
church did not give anything to 
missions. They now give 1 per­
cent to the association and 2 
percent to the Cooperative Pro­
gram. “It’s a start," Farris said.

The church has a giving spir­
it, Farris said. And, this year, 
for the first time, the church 
has a budget.

The 73-year-old “retired” 
pastor takes no credit, giving it 
all to the Lord and “the few peo­
ple we had who saw the need 
and wanted a church here.”

One of those people was Lau­
ra McDaniel, who has attended 
the church all her life. “I never 
dreamed the church could look 
like this. But everyone has 
worked together and we have 
had a leader,” she said.

LAURA MCDANIEL stands with her pastor 
Guy Farris outside Woodcliff Church. She 
was among six people at the church when 
Farris came more than four years ago.

Farris, who commutes about 
15 miles from Cookeville, said 
his work at Woodcliff is an an­
swer to prayer.

“After I retired I just asked 
the Lord to use me and he has 
blessed me. This is what I want 
to do as long as he will let me,” 
Farris affirmed.

He sees his 
role at Wood­
cliff as help­
ing pave the 
way for new 
leadership. 
“This is what 
the Lord 
wants me to 
do — help 
churches get 
ready for a 
new pastor.” ■

PASTOR GUY FARRIS and Woodcliff Church host­
ed Stone Association pastors and leaders last week 
for breakfast. From left are: Chris Harrell, Chuck 
Branch, Frank Layne, Billy Cooper, Bobby Cooper, 
Gerald Padgett, Johnnie Lee. Joe Wiles. Steve 
Thornton, Jack Gentry, Director of Missions Michael 
Prowse, and Farris.

AdultHomes
Cares!

TAKE A HIKE!

Thank you 
Tennessee Baptists ...

... for Caring

... for Praying

... for Giving 

as we meet the 
housing and health care 
needs of Seniors and the 

Developmentally Disabled.
Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes, Inc.

P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024 
(615) 371-2050 

Dr. C. Kenny Cooper, President/Treasurer

You can hike in the Great Smoky Mountains or canoe down the Buffalo 
River. Whether it’s for a Youth Conference or a Deacon’s Retreat, take 
refuge at Camp Carson or Camp Linden year-round for your next...

• Youth Retreat • Church-Wide Getaway .
• Deacon’s Retreat • Marriage Enrichment Seminar

“You shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace. The mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the fields shall 
clap their hands!” — Isaiah 55:12

Make 1997 Reservations TODAY!
Call Grace Darden at (615) 371-2023

Tennessee Baptist Camps are a ministry of the Cooperative Program and the Golden State Missions Offering
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Tennessean named to search committee for Annuity Board president
Baptist Press

DALLAS — A presidential 
search committee has been 
named to find the next presi­
dent of the Annuity Board of 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion.

Paul W. Powell, president 
since March 1, 1990, will turn 
65 in December 1998 and has 
told board trustees he expects 
to retire when he is 65. By tra­
dition, but under no bylaw re­
quirement, Annuity Board of­
ficers retire at the annual

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE?

VERY LOW NON-SMOKER MONTHLY COST!
Age SI 00,000 S250,000
50 14.61 24.50
60 22.14 43.31
70 49.00 110.47

Pieaw Roy Napier (Knoxville, TN)
Toil Free !-800-274-0776 • 9-9 Mon.-Sat.

Jackson National Life. Lansing. MI. Rated A (Excel - 
lent) by A.M. Best. Yearly Renewable Term to age 
100 - Choice form *LI692. Preferred. Non-tobacco 
rate. Above premiums are first year only. Premiums 
increase annually to age 100. Preferred. Female rates 
illustrated above. Please call for other ages and Male 
rates.

board meeting in February fol­
lowing their 65th birthday. He 
later told trustees he felt no 
pressure, no anxiety in an­
nouncing his retirement. If 
trustees decide on a new presi­
dent before his retirement 
date, Powell said he would ac­
cept an early retirement pack­
age or serve as a consultant 
under contract.

Richard C. Scott, chairman 
of the board, named J. Roy 
Taylor of Texas as chairman of 
an eight-member committee to 
conduct a nationwide search,

A &.O CHURCH FURNITURE 
4871 HARVEY RD. • P.O. BOX 1053 

JAMESTOWN. NORTH CAROLINA 27282

— PEW — 
UPHOLSTERING 
1 (800) 523-9058 

NC 1 (800) 222-7895 
REANISHING

Classified
OPENING: Dynamic growing 
church needs Minister of Adult 
Education and New Member As­
similation. Membership is approx. 
4,000 with average attendance of 
1,700. Send resumes to Person­
nel Committee, 11704 Kingston 
Pike. Knoxville, TN 37922. 

For Sale
Church Organ, Allen Model 
603-3, 2 manual, 2 comput­
er; presently in 800-seat 
sanctuary; perfect for same 
or smaller church; $14,900; 
Contact Forest Hills Baptist 
Church, 2101 Old Hickory, 
Blvd., Nashville, 37215; 
(615) 373-8074.

with no set date for reporting. 
Scott announced the commit­
tee appointments at the Nov. 
3-5 regular meeting of the An­
nuity Board in Dallas.

Among those named to 
the committee was S. Glenn 
Weekley, pastor of First

2,000Years Ago 
A Carpenter Started A 

JobHe'd Like Your 
People To Help Finish.

People Sharing Jesus can help 
your people to share Jesus as part 
of everyday life — naturally, 
simply and effectively. People 
Sharing Jesus is a breakthrough 
system by Darrell W. Robinson, 
head of evangelism for the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board since 1989. It’s not about

Without guilt, anxiety or 
awkwardness.

The People Sharing Jesus 
process includes a book, abridged 
audio tapes, complete audio 
seminar, dramatized video, leader’s 
guide and a special New Testament 
edition. It’s everything your church 
needs to build confidence for

gimmicks or manipulation. It’s 
about sharing the joy and faith

sharing Christ. And it’s available 
now at your local Baptist or Christian

“Darrell Robinson, whose pastor’s heart is clear and 
resounding, has expressed most helpfully in this book the 

basic features of a spontaneous witness for our living Lord.” 
— Henry T. Blackaby, Author, Experiencing God

Church, Hendersonville.
Scott emphasized naming 

the search committee at this 
time is part of an ongoing 
process to ensure orderly suc­
cession of both Powell and 
Chief Operating Officer W. 
Gordon Hobgood Jr., who will 

be 65 in August 1997.
Scott said the two men ini­

tiated the process with 
trustees last February; Scott 
added that he wanted “to give 
the committee plenty of time 
to receive input from all inter­
ested persons.” ■

Florida Baptist 
Theological College
♦ Christian Ministry Degree Programs

♦ Bible Taught as God's Word

♦ Supportive Campus Community 

♦ Ministry Opportunities

(Phil 2:16)
Call (800) 328-2660 or write:
Office of Admissions • P.O. Box 1306 • Graceville, FL 32440
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Pigeon Forge pastor challenges students at NOBTS
By Debbie Moore
For Baptist and Reflector

NEW ORLEANS — At the 
rate Southern Baptists cur­
rently are working, the SBC 
would need 450 years to finish

getting the Gospel out to 
Americans, that is 450 years if 
no one else were born and if no 
one else were to die.

At their same rate of telling 
people about Christ, Southern 
Baptists would need more

than 6,000 years to get the 
word out to all the world, 
again if no one else were born 
and if no one else died.

“But out of the world of sta­
tistics, in real life, more than 
90 million babies are born

Wye are a 
chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people;

CARSON-NEWMAN

that ye should show forth the 
praises of Him who bath 

called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.” 

(I Peter 2.9)

every year around the world, 
and one person dies every sec­
ond,” said Morris Anderson, 
pastor of First Church, Pigeon 
Forge, and a trustee of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He was chairman of 
the committee that called new 
president Charles S. Kelley Jr.

Speaking to NOBTS stu­
dents during their chapel ser­
vice Oct. 30, Anderson said

BAPTISTRIES\
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TO1.L FREE NATIONWIDE 
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>S BAPTISTRY CO j
5511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 J

Southern Baptists must be 
soul winners.

“When should a person be­
gin to be a soul winner? Well, 
when does a candle begin to 
give off light?” Anderson 
asked.

“A person should begin to 
be a soul winner the moment 
he or she gets saved, just as a 
candle begins to give off light 
as soon as it’s lit.”

Anderson has taught per­
sonal soul-winning classes for 
20 years. A key is persistency.

“You can’t win them all, but 
you can win some. But we’re 
not going to win any if we 
don’t try,” he told students. ■

When Carson-Newman chose 
to remain a college rather than move to 

university status - a few eyebrows were raised.
Certainly there are more and more colleges that have chosen other­

wise...but that's just not best for Carson-Newman.
When the Apostle Peter referred to Christians as a 'peculiar people’ he 

noted their difference...a difference that was to be felt in the world in which 
they lived, worked, reared families and made contributions to advance the 

betterment of life.
Carson-Newman remains committed to being different in a world of 

superficial change.
Different is a one-on-one relationship that maximizes the college 

experience. Different is a sense of community that moves out into the world 
with you as you graduate. Different is a sense of responsibility to look beyond 
yourself into a world in need and knowing that you're prepared for the 
challenges that lie ahead.

Join us as we Celebrate College at Carson-Newman. A celebration of 
what makes us unique .special...peculiar in the world.

Money Magazine recognized Carson-Newman as one of the nation's 
best buys for a college education. U.S. News and World Report named 
Carson-Newman one of the best colleges in the nation. In the 1996 Best 
Colleges Guide C-N was ranked among the best in the region for commit­
ment to undergraduate teaching among liberal arts colleges.

Certainly these honors mean there is something different about Carson- 
Newman - something that we didn’t want to lose.

We celebrate seven consecutive semesters of record enrollment; 20 
consecutive years of profitable financial management; and record levels of giv­
ing to the Scholarship Fund which continue to advance the cause of the college.

The difference Carson-Newman makes is reflected in how learning is 
applied to the real world. Students at C-N are among the top scholars in the 
nation and yet still are active in serving meals to the homeless, rebuilding 
homes and lives through Appalachian Outreach, giving counsel and support 
to the terminally ill, elderly, youth and to adults enrolled in literacy programs 
across the region.

Being different means looking beyond the boundaries of self to touch 
the world. This year C-N dedicated the International Education and 

Missions Center to globalize the campus through academics and Christian 
service.

In Mark 12.30 we read, “And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul.’and with all thy mind, and with all thy 

strength: this is the first commandment." These words form the slo­
gan for a three-year endowment campaign set to begin January 1, 

1997. Carson-Newman is committed to raise $10 million for the 
Tennessee Baptist Scholarship Endowment Campaign 
Our $10 million goal is part of a $30 million overall cam­

paign shared by C-N College, Belmont and Union 
Universities to ensure that Christian higher education 

remains affordable for Tennessee Baptists.
The greatest commandment presents us with a great 
challenge...impact the future with a difference.

Different? At Carson-Newman we’re moving ahead 
with innovative learning programs, global outreach and a world of 
opportunity for our students - and yet we remain an intimate, caring 

place where learning can flourish.
WeTe just following the pattern set down long ago by someone 

who spent time with his Teacher and impacted his world too.

Available in 20' to 33' models 
(12 to 38 Passenger, New and Used)

Church Buses
• We rent new buses!
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615)371-6180

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS!
Be a member of Summer Camp Staff 1997!

Camp 
Linden 

in 
Linden

Camp 
Carson 

in 
Newport

Applications Available NOW!!!!
Call Leigh Williams at (615) 371-2013 

Executive Board of the Tennessee Baptist Convention

Dr. Doug Sager's 23rd Annual

Mia-Winter Youth
! jfi11 El H 0 11 fa j ^jj
December 26-28,1996

WWL

carsonSmewian college
Jefferson City,Tennessee

Gatlinburg Convention Center 
Gatlinburg, Tennessee
For more inFormation:
(423) 966-5332 or (423) 966-9791
Sponsored by Inner Change Ministries
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Here’s Why U.S. News Calls 
Union University A Top Five

“Best Value’ in the South
U.S. News & World Report ranks 

Union University as one of the five 

best values among Southern liberal 

arts colleges. Why is Union such a 

remarkable value?

• low 13:1 student faculty/ratio

• outstanding faculty and facilities

Here’s how Union costs for 
tuition, room & board compare:

UNION $ 9,780
Carson-Newman $12,975
Samford $13,000
Belmont $13,390
David Lipscomb ■ $15,250
Wheaton $17,650
Rhodes $21,660

(1996-97 figures from Money magazine)

• tuition far below most comparable private universities

• commitment to Christian values and academic excellence

No wonder U.S. News ranks Union in the 

top tier of regional liberal arts colleges in 

the South and third in the South for most 

efficient use of educational resources.

WK®
1' ■ n
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And it’s little wonder Union is one of the 

few schools ranked in both Peterson’s

Competitive Colleges and Peterson’s Choose 

A Christian College. Want to know more 

about the South’s most remarkable 

educational value? Give us a call at
IM (901) 661-5000 or 1-800-33UNION,

and we’ll tell you the full story.

UNION UNIVERSITY • 2447 HIGHWAY 45 BY-PASS • JACKSON, TN 38305 • http://www.uu.edu
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Sacred trust
By Ron Galyon

Focal Passage — Exodus 20:13; Leviticus 
19:16-18; Luke 10:29-37

At one time I worked with the criminal justice 
system in the state of Georgia. On one occasion I 
was waiting for some criminal matters to come 
before the court and while I was waiting, a civil 

• trial took place. The event that led to the civil tri­
al was a criminal event. One man murdered an­
other man. The man who committed the crime 
was convicted of murder in a criminal trial and 
sent to prison. The wife of the victim sued the 
man in prison that had murdered her husband. 
She sued for the value of her husband’s life, if he 
had continued to live. The trial focused on how 
much her husband could have earned if he had 
lived. What value do we place on life?

We live in a society in which the value of life is 
being diminished. The evening news is filled with 
stories of murders and assaults. We live in a soci­
ety where the lives of prebirth children are taken 
from them, often simply for convenience. I believe 
if the value of life is to be restored in our society, 
it will be through Christians.

The Old Testament practice prohibited the de­
struction of life. In the Hebrew language, there 
are two words for no or not. One word is used for 
an immediate negation and the other word is 
used for permanent negation. For example, the 
word for immediate negation would be used for 
“do not touch that hot pot.” Here, not, would 
mean do not touch the pot while it is hot. If you 
use the permanent negative in the phrase, it 
would mean you are to never touch the pot. In Ex­
odus 20:13 the negative that is used is the perma­
nent negative.

What is it the Hebrews were permanently pro­
hibited from doing? The KJV reads, “Thou shaft 
not kill” and the NKJV reads, “you shall not mur­
der.” One scholar stated, “One could conclude that 
within broad limitations the word in the com­
mandment is used of murder. I believe this is the 
only way to understand this practice, since death 
was the penalty for specific crimes in the Old Tes­
tament and since the armies of Israel were in­
structed to kill.

God’s principles prohibit the diminishing of 
the quality of the life of others. This Scripture fo­
cuses on how we relate to other people and how 
our relationship should not diminish the quality 
of their life. In Matthew 5:21-22. Jesus was say­
ing we are not to emotionally diminish someone 
by our anger toward them, that we are not to 
mentally and socially diminish another’s life, and 
we are not to spiritually diminish another person 
by calling them a fool which would devalue the 
image of God in them. The principle deals with 
taking from another the quality of life that God 
intends to give.

The present application would be that we 
should promote the sacred value of life. God is the 
giver of life and all human life is valuable. The 
purpose of the negative expression in some of the 
commands is that as we realize what we are not 
to do, then it opens up a whole realm of things 
that we can do. We do not take from the quality of 
the life of others, but we add to the quality of life. 
In the parable of the good Samaritan, the Samari­
tan added to the quality of another man’s life by 
sharing with him grace. The Samaritan sacri­
ficed, gave, and shared to add to the quality of life 
of the injured man.

Wouldn’t it make a difference if you and I do 
what it takes to add grace to someone else’s life? 
■ — Ron Galyon is pastor of First Church, Pulaski.

A cry of anguish
By Michael Smith

Focal Passage —Lamentations 5:1-10, 
19 22

The Bible is refreshingly candid about the humani­
ty of God’s people. Prophets, such as Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, openly identified the sins of the people, spar­
ing no one in their condemnation of idolatry. The 
Book of Lamentations reveals another aspect of God’s 
people: their feelings of despair, confusion, and tenta­
tive faith following Jerusalem’s destruction by the 
Babylonians. These feelings are captured in the 
prayer for deliverance found in Lamentations 5.

Remember, O Lord — v. 1
The prayer begins with a plea that God remember. 

In other instances (Psalm 25:6; 74:2), such language 
expresses the desire that God recall his promises to 
his people. At the very least, the exiles now know 
their need for God, and they hope to stir up his his­
toric compassion for them. More specifically, they re­
mind God of what they have suffered because of the 
destruction of Jerusalem. In a way, they are saying to 
God: “See what has happened to us? Haven’t we suf­
fered enough? Isn’t it time to forgive and restore us?”

A catalog of their suffering — w. 2-10
What have the people of God suffered? First, they 

have lost their inheritance, the promised land, to out­
siders. Their status has changed. Once self-sufficient, 
they are now as helpless as children and aged widows 
without a supportive family. The Babylonians and

Empowered witnessing
By Thom Tapp

Focal Passage — 
Matthew 9:36-10:1, 27- 

39
Look at the world around you for 

a moment. Now look through the 
eyes of Jesus. What do you see? Do 
you see men, women, boys, and girls 
who are struggling through life? Can 
you see the anguish in the eyes of 
those who are paying the price of sin 
without Jesus as Savior? That is ex­
actly what Jesus saw as he gazed at 
the multitude around him that day. 
He was moved with compassion.

Jesus’ compassion for the 
multitudes — ch. 9:36-38

Jesus saw people as victims of 
sin. His heart broke because they 
were controlled, and destroyed by it. 
Our culture today parallels that of 
Jesus’ day. Today we see people con­
sumed with alcohol, drugs, pervert­
ed lifestyles, and sexual sin. We also 
mourn the impact of rejection of God 
in the lives of many around us. The 
sins might be different, but they still 
destroy.

Jesus urged his disciples to pray 
for workers who would evangelize 
their world. Jesus asks the same of 
us today. He calls us to see our 
world through his eyes.

Empowering of the twelve — 
ch. 10:1

Jesus empowers those he sends. 
In verse 1, Jesus assures his disci­
ples of his power and presence. Je­
sus’ authority extends to every as­
pect of our lives. We never know 

what will arise as we witness to oth­
ers of Jesus’ saving power, but Jesus 
promises to bless our faithfulness.

Names of the twelve — w. 2-4
Matthew used the word apostle. 

The word means sent out ones. Lat­
er, the term came to mean those who 
had been with Jesus, and sent out 
by him. In the context of it’s simplest 
meaning, we are all apostles. We are 
sent out to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.
Mission of the twelve to Israel — 

w. 5-15
The disciples were instructed to 

go only to the Jews. The Bible says 
in John 1 that Jesus came unto his 
own, and his own received him not. 
As God’s chosen people, the Jews 
were the focus of Jesus’ earthly min­
istry. God had prepared them for his 
coming.
A warning about persecution — 

w. 16-33
It isn’t easy to be a witness for Je­

sus in a hostile world. Jesus warned 
of the dangers. A Christian testimo­
ny has divided homes, cost people 
their jobs, and even cost some people 
their lives. (We are reminded that 
Jesus suffered and died for the 
Gospel also.)

The Gospel is a brilliant light. It 
isn’t something to be hid, or dimin­
ished to fit the occasion. Verse 27 
speaks of this fact. There is no 
shame in sharing the Gospel. Verse

their slaves oppress 
them. They must 
now buy water and 
firewood where once 
they took such basic 
resources from their 
own land. Overseers
force them to work be 
yond their endurance. They cannot find rest or peace 
of mind. Little food is available, and in their weakness 
disease afflicts them.

Verses 11-18 add to the list of woes. Leaders have 
been shamefully put to death, women ravished, and 
children pressed into hard labor. The Babylonians, 
not the elders at the gate, now administer justice, 
which is to say the people of God can find no justice. 
In short, their lives have been upended. Everything 
they valued or took for granted is gone.

In the midst of their suffering, the people begin to 
admit their sin (vv. 6-7, 16b). They continue to point 
the finger of blame at their forefathers. Yet, for the 
first time, they are willing to admit they, too, were 
wrong. Specifically, they confess their sin in seeking 
security in political alliances rather than in God.

An honest conclusion (w. 19-22)
The prayer’s conclusion contains both faith and 

doubt, not an unusual combination in situations of se­
vere suffering. On the one hand, the people affirm 
that God reigns now and forever, but they wonder if 
God has given up on them. Still, recognizing their own 
powerlessness, they dare ask God to restore their rela­
tionship with him and return them to the land. Long 
years would pass before their hope became reality, but 
the long journey began with honest prayer. ■ — 
Michael Smith is pastor of Second Church, Memphis.

28 reminds us that there is 
greater pain in not sharing 
the Gospel than in sharing it. 
The lives of those who are lost 
hang in the balance. There is 

a price to pay, but it is worth it.
Call to faithfulness — w. 34-42

You can’t find peace by searching 
for it. You have peace when you 
have Jesus. The angels proclaimed 
“Peace on Earth ...” and it was. Je­
sus is peace. Jesus is also division to 
those who reject him. The fact of his 
presence among men forced conflict. 
Either he is God in the flesh, or he is 
an imposter. That is the debate he 
brought with him. and it still rages. 
Those who know him know he is 
God incarnate, and they have peace.

In verses 37-39, Jesus addresses 
priorities. To have our priority right, 
we must love Jesus more than even 
life itself. The temptation is to let 
materialism take the place of evan­
gelism. In this lesson we see a heart­
broken Savior compelling his chil­
dren to bring others to him. “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations.” ■ 
— Thom Tapp is pastor of Oral 
Church. Lenoir City.
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pines, are on the field and can 
be reached at Airport Road, 
San Fermin, Cauayan Isabela, 
3005, Philippines. He has lived 
in Johnson City.

■ John Robinson, Baptist 
representative to the United 
Kingdom, is on the field and 
can be reached at Ty Chapel 
Calfaria, Heol Y Bedyddwyr, 
Penygroes, GYWNEDD, LL54 
6NU, Wales. He was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and considers 
Waynesboro his hometown.

@ Joe and Gloria Tur­
man, Baptist representatives 
to Central Europe Mission, are 
on the field and can be reached 
at Hlavacikova 2, 84105 
Bratislava, Slovakia. She grew 
up in Haywood County.

® Daniel and Cara Wood, 
missionaries to the Philip­

BREAKING GROUND for the Activities Building of Oakwood Church, Chattanooga, Oct. 20, are, 
from left, Jim Woodruff, Toby Ayre, Sam Mosier, Curt Gee, Larry Malone, Charlie Rucker, Bob Sny­
der, Steve Carroll, a businessman, Harry Mixon, Bill Pinson, Wilda Lewis, Billy Hartman, and Jack 
Fitts, pastor. The center will house a tennis court, walking track, exercise room, and meeting area.

■ Forest Hills Church, 
Nashville, ordained David 
Allen, Bob Mulloy, Steve 
Richards, and Rob Rogers 
as deacons Nov. 3.

■ On Oct. 13 West Jackson 
Church, Jackson, ordained 
Mike German, Kevin 
Stoope, and John Williams 
as deacons. Also Bill Shelton 
was named a “life deacon.”

■ South Clinton Church, 
Clinton, ordained Kevin 
Atkins, minister of music, Oct. 
27.

b Glenn Wheeley has 
been called as minister of mu­
sic, Swan Creek Church,

Hampshire.
■ First Church, Savannah, 

has called Andy Lee, a stu­
dent at Union University, 
Jackson, as interim youth di­
rector.

■ Mark Thompson has 
been called as minister of 
youth at First Church, Milling­
ton. He formerly served a 
church in Ohio.

■ David P. Gushee, associ­
ate professor of Christian stud­
ies, Union University, Jack- 
son, has been named one of 50 
“Up-and-Coming Evangelical 
Leaders” by Christianity To­
day in its Nov. 11 edition. The 
honor recognizes individuals 
40 years of age or younger who 
will impact the evangelical 
world well into the next centu­
ry. Formerly with the South­
ern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, Louisville, Ky., Gushee is 
the principle author of the 
1994 Southern Baptist Con­
vention’s widely quoted state-

ment on abortion clinic vio­
lence. He is the author of two 
books.

■ Union University, 
Jackson, will hold “Lunch and 
Learn,” Nov. 19. The event is a 
quarterly program for area se­
nior adults. Waymon Jones, 
president, United Tennessee 
League Inc., Nashville, and his 
wife, Pat, a UTL staff member, 
will speak. For more informa­
tion, call (901) 661-5160.

■ The School of Nursing at 
Belmont University, Nash­
ville, has named Karen Baker 
as director of health services.

■ The Honduras Mission 
Team of Second Church, 
Memphis, will host a Holiday 
Home Tour Nov. 23-24 from 1- 
5 p.m. This home tour will ben­
efit a health care effort in Hon­
duras. About 30 volunteers 
will make up the team. For 
more information, contact the 
church at (901) 682-3395.

■ East Union Church, 
Jackson; First Church, Be­
mis; and Pleasant Hill 
Church, Jackson; presented 
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PRESENTING a gal­
lon jar of coins is Tate 
Horne, second from 
left, and his wife, 
Pauline, members of 
Westel Church, Rock­
wood, to Charles 
Christopher, pastor. 
The gift was a birth­
day offering present­
ed on Oct. 20, the 
95th birthday of Mr. 
Horne, for a sound 
system for the church’s 
new building.

the “Judgment House” drama 
Oct. 28-30. As a result 171 peo­
ple made professions of faith 
and many others made other 
spiritual decisions. A total of 
1,002 people viewed it.

■ A team of 22 from Alpha 
Church, Morristown, helped 
a church in Nashport, Ohio, 
lead Backyard Bible Schools 
there in August. The combined 
group held four BYBCs each in 
the morning, afternoon, and in 
the evening at different sites 
in the county. They worked 
with 165 youngsters, of which 
40 made professions of faith. 
Glenn Smith, the pastor of the 
church in Ohio, reported the 
church has found 214 pros­
pects from the effort.

■ The drama department of 
First Church, Rockwood, 
will present the play, “A 
Change in the Wind,” Nov. 17- 
18 at 7 p.m. Admission is free. 
For more information, call the 
church at (423) 354-3300.

■ The puppet ministry of , 
Cherokee Church, Mem­
phis, will present a Living 
Christmas Tree on Dec. 6 at 7 
p.m., Dec. 7 at 3 p.m., and Dec. 
8 at 6 p.m.
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Association hosts tent crusade
it'

For Baptist and Reflector

COVINGTON — The 36 
churches of Big Hatchie Asso­
ciation held a “Here’s Hope: 
Jesus Cares for You” Crusade 
Oct. 13-17 under a tent in 
Covington.

Two hundred and forty 
people made spiritual deci­
sions, reported S. Ray Jones, 
director of missions. Of those, 
169 were professions of faith, 
21 for reassurance of salva­
tion, 28 for rededication, and 
24 in other categories. About 
11,500 people attended the 
five-night event.

Jones said other positive 
results occurred. “The people 
of the churches got to know 
each other better and discov­

ered the joy of working to­
gether,” he said. In addition, 
new leadership and an excite­
ment about the association’s 
identity and mission was dis­
covered, he added.

“Some people say that 
the day of mass evangelism 
is over,” he noted, but Big 
Hatchie disproved that no­
tion. Many people who 
made spiritual decisions did 
not have any church prefer­
ence or involvement.

“A crusade is hard work, 
but the results are worth the 
effort,” he concluded.

The crusade used a 2,500- 
seat tent from Christ for the 
World Ministries. The speak­
er was Kelly Green, evange­
list of Brandon, Fla., and

Jamie Parker of Cordova was 
the music evangelist. ■

CRUSADE leaders Jamie 
Parker, left, musician, of Cor­
dova, and Kelly Green, evan­
gelist of Florida, pose during 
the event.
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Call (615) 371-2003 
for more information.
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