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At SBC annual meeting in June

Porter predicts 15,000 messengers
By Herb Hollinger 
For Baptist Press

DALLAS — Southern Bap­
tists return to Dallas for their 
annual national convention 
but only about one-third the 
number are expected 
compared to the last 
time the convention 
met in Dallas. Ac­
cording to SBC Regis­
tration Secretary Lee 
Porter, the June 17- 
19 meeting should 
register about 15,000 
messengers.

In 1985 the SBC annu­
al meeting was held in Dallas 
and 45,519 messengers regis­
tered — the SBC’s all-time 
high registration total. Porter 
said registration at the annual 
meeting has been declining 
since 1990, a year usually 
identified as the last year mod­
erate Baptists challenged the 
conservative leadership of the 
convention. Last year in New 
Orleans 13,706 messengers 
were registered. Porter said 
there are also between 4,000 to 
5,000 visitors/guests attending 
a convention meeting.

Interestingly, wnen 14,277 
messengers register at the 
Dallas meeting it will mean 

one million messengers have 
attended annual meetings of 
the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion since its beginning in 
1845. The 1997 Dallas meet­
ing, at the Convention Center 
downtown, will be the 140th 

session in the conven­
tion’s 152-year history.

The Dallas meet­
ing will be only the 
fifth time the conven­
tion has been held in 
Dallas; also in 1985, 
1974, 1965 and 1894. 
The first meeting in 

Dallas in 1994 drew
772 messengers.

Porter, a retired Baptist 
Sunday School Board official 
living in Lawrenceville, Ga., 
has been predicting convention 
registration totals since his 
election as registration secre­
tary in 1978.

Porter said registration 
would open in Lower Lobby 
“C” of the Dallas Convention 
Center, one of the main en­
trances at street level, at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, June 15, and 
at 8 a.m. on the following Mon­
day through Thursday. It will 
close about 9:30 each night.

According to SBC Bylaw 8, 
Porter said the familiar mes­
senger card, “the best creden­

tial,” must be signed by the 
church’s clerk or moderator. 
The messenger card may be 
obtained from state convention 
offices, or in some states, the 
local association office. A mes­
senger is similar to a delegate 
in his/her election by a local 
church but traditionally has 
not been instructed by the 
church.

If a messenger comes to the 
meeting without a properly 
filled-out card, Porter said the 
person must go before the con­
vention’s Credentials Commit­
tee which could take 30 min­
utes or more.

Who can register as a mes­
senger is dictated by Article III 
of the SBC constitution. Mes­
sengers of the convention are 
“members of missionary Bap­
tist church cooperating with 
the Convention.”

Churches are allotted one 
additional messenger for 
“every 250 members or $250 
paid to the work of the conven­
tion during the fiscal year pre­
ceding the annual meeting,” 
but no church can have more 
than 10 messengers.

A messenger also “shall be a 
member of the church by 
which he or she is appointed,” 
according to the constitution. ■

Disaster relief 
efforts continue 
for flood victims
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — As of 
March 24, the Tennessee 
Baptist disaster relief feed­
ing unit has served 29,318 
hot meals to flood victims in 
Madisonville, Ky., since be­
ginning operations March 7, 
according to state disaster 
relief director Tim Bearden.

Over 120 Tennessee Bap­
tist men and women have 
worked the feeding opera­
tion unit at First Church. 
Madisonville.

Disaster relief feeding oper- 
ations ended March 21 at 
First Church, Dyersburg, 
which was the base for West 
Tennessee efforts. Volunteers, 
a total of 116, served 8,079 j 
meals over a period of 11 days, j

Clean-up operations are 
continuing in West Ten- ; 
nessee and Kentucky, Bear- j 
den said.

Monetary donations for : 
the Disaster Relief Fund 
may be made to: Tennessee 
Baptist Disaster Relief. Ex- | 
ecutive Board, Tennessee I 
Baptist Convention, P.O. 
Box 278, Brentwood, Tenn., i 
37024. ■

MOVING? Cut out and mail address label 
and new address to Baptist and Reflec­
tor, P.O. Box 728. Brentwood. Tenn., 
37024

Chapel Hill church celebrates centennial
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PASTOR LARRY CHAPMAN, right, of Holt’s 
Corner Church, Chapel Hill, accepts a plaque 
from the Tennessee Baptist Historical Society 
presented by Harold Smith, director of mis­
sions, New Duck River Association.

For Baptist and Reflector

CHAPEL HILL — Holt’s Corner Church 
here recently celebrated its 100th anniver­
sary.

The church was organized on the third 
Sunday in February by 10 people who de­
sired to see their children raised in the Bap­
tist doctrine.

Two families of charter members — the 
Johns and the Trouts — attended the cele­
bration. Both families have members still ac­
tive in the church. Several former pastors 
joined in the festivities: Robert Carter, For­
rest Creekmore, Frank Edwards, William 
York, and Paul Hall.

Also present was Jim Hall of Louisville, 
Ky., who in 1996 directed the church mem­
bers in constructing their new Sunday 
School rooms and fellowship hall.

New Duck River Association Director of 
Missions Harold Smith presented the church 
a plaque on behalf of the Tennessee Baptist 
Historical Society. ■

Newsjournal staff 
welcomes new 
family members 
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Bap­
tist and Reflector welcomes 
two churches to the family of 
subscribers.

First Church. Wartburg, 
and Mt. Olivet Church, Mt. 
Juliet, members are the 
newest additions.

Tom Mooty is pastor at 
First, Wartburg, and Jim 
McAfee is pastor at Mt. Olivet.

First Church, Nashville, 
joined the B&R family in Jan­
uary. and is using the Church 
Page Plan for its members.

Churches interested in 
reading Tennessee Baptist 
news weekly at an economical 
cost are urged to call the Bap­
tist and Reflector office for 
more information, (615) 371- 
2003. ■
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All NAMB positions listed for 350-employee structure
By Dale Welch
Special to Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — All 350 po­
sitions in the new North Amer­
ican Mission Board have been 
identified, including an admin­
istrative group of 16 people led 
by the president, in a release 
March 20 by the Implementa­
tion Task Force.

No names are attached to 
the slots as yet, as the ITF said 
the process is continuing of 
terminating some employees 
and recommending others from 
the three merged agencies — 
Home Mission Board, Radio 
and Television Commission, 
and Brotherhood Commission. 
The ITF is a 10-member com­
mittee appointed by the South­
ern Baptist Convention’s Exec­
utive Committee to assist SBC 
agencies affected by the de­
nominational restructuring.

“This process which began 
some weeks ago will accelerate 
as the June 19 merger date ap­
proaches,” said David Hank­
ins, vice president for conven­
tion policy for the SBC Execu­
tive Committee and chairman

Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
March-April
26 — Praise God for the Bap­
tist State Convention of Michi­
gan’s Pastor/Staff Retreat 
that was held in February.

27 — Pray for Jerry and Bren­
da Wortman who are cultivat­
ing the Canadian field in the 
West Flats of Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan, for a new 
church start called Miwaci- 
mowin Church for the First 
Nations. The Wortmarls plan 
to have three established 
group homes by April 1.

28 — Pray for volunteers to re­
spond to the call tc oo street 
evangelism in Wroclaw, 
Poland, in May. This is a rare 
opportunity to witness to thou­
sands who will be in Wroclaw 
to attend the World Catholic 
Conference.

29 — Pray for the Holy Spirit to 
work in the lives of the people 
of Poland and in the <ives of 
Tennessee volunteers. Ask 
God to use the “Here’s Hope 
— Christ" crusade to bring 
Poland to him.

30 — Pray for Tahquc.menon 
Church in Newberry, Mich. 
Ask the Lord for financial help 
to grow this church a member 
of the Baptist State Conven­
tion of Michigan.

31 — Pray for Terry Sharp and 
the staff of the Partnership 
andVolunteer Missions Team. 
1 — Pray for the staff of the 
Baptist and Reflector as they 
report on partnership news. 

of the NAMB Transition Com­
munications Committee. 
“There had been some concern 
that people were being let go 
at the RTVC and Brotherhood 
Commission but not at the 
Home Mission Board. Howev­
er, ITF has approved the 
process which allows current 
management to give notice of 
terminations to various em­
ployees who will not have a job 
in NAMB.”

Hankins said all employees 
who are terminated will be giv­
en a minimum 30-day notice 
and will receive a severance as 
outlined in previous ITF news 
releases. About 150 employees 
from the three affected agen­
cies will be severed, retire, or 
seek employment elsewhere in 
order to accommodate the 350- 
total employment positions 
when NAMB begins at its Al­
pharetta, Ga., offices.

NAMB is the new missions 
agency created by the merger 
of the three agencies, with 
June 19 the effective date of 
operation immediately follow­
ing the annual meeting of the 
SBC in Dallas June 17-19.

Foreign Mission Board reports

International missions outreach is healthy
For Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Eight-foot-tall grass 
closes around Fred Allen as he turns his four- 
wheel-drive vehicle off* a rocky road in Zambia’s 
Western Province, one tire following a footpath.

It’s another day of church developer’s work 
for the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board 
missionary, who closed out a career in music 
ministry three years ago in Lusaka to bring 
truth to the Gospel-hungry Lozi people.

In three years, Allen has seen 15 Lozi Bap­
tist churches and 10 fellowships started. Invita­
tions to start new groups keep coming from oth­
er villages. People are responding in such num­
bers Allen and his wife, Joy, have to buy bap­
tism certificates by the ream. And they haven’t 
had time yet to complete a survey for the mis­
sionaries who will replace them after they retire 
later this year.

“People thought I was crazy to start a new 
work three years from my retirement,” Allen re­
called. “They asked: ‘Do you feel you can do the 
job of a church developer?’ I’m not a theologian 
or a preacher.”

But the Allens, like Foreign Mission Board 
missionaries in other responsive areas, found 
yielding their spirits to God produced better re­
sults than relying on technical preparation.

Responsive pockets of people like the Lozi ac­
count for continuing growth of the Foreign Mis­
sion Board enterprise. Last year missionaries

and local Baptists with whom they worked 
started 2,367 new churches and baptized 
283,674 new Christians. Total membership, 
fueled by response on key mission fields, was 
reported at about 4.1 million. The number of 
churches increased by 2 percent to 39,876.

These figures and others, just released by the 
Foreign Mission Board in its annual statistical 
report for 1996, indicate another healthy year 
for missionary efforts, though not a record­
breaking one.

The report also indicates a quickly expanding 
ministry in areas the board considers “harvest 
fields” and “The Last Frontier” — a world re­
gion with little access to the Gospel because of 
political or cultural resistance.

But the figures — which show that the most 
productive 25 mission fields accounted for 80 
percent of the growth worldwide — portend 
changes designed to help missionaries on less 
productive fields reach new people. Though not 
a new trend, 66 fields showed no new church 
starts at all last year.

At a February meeting of the agency’s 
trustees, board President Jerry Rankin pro­
posed a sweeping reorganization of overseas 
work. The restructuring would attempt to cap­
italize on new growth and determine how to 
cooperate with God to invigorate work in slow­
er areas, said an official. Trustees plan to act 
on that proposal during their next two meet­
ings. ■

Lynn Porch to receive new treatment
For Baptist and Reflector

Tests performed on Lynn Porch, wife of 
executive director-treasurer, James Porch, 
on March 19 at Baptist Hospital, Nashville, 
revealed malignant tumors had not re­

sponded to chemotherapy.
She has begun receiving another type of 

chemotherapy. The family, Lynn, James, 
Scott, and Terri, express their continued 
thanks for the prayers and support of Ten­
nessee Baptists. B&R

NAMB is a key part of the SBC 
restructuring, called “Covenant 
for a New Century,” which re­
duces the number of conven­
tion entities from 19 to 12.

NAMB will be led by a 16- 
person administrative group 
with Robert E. “Bob” Reccord, 
45, former ITF chairman and 
pastor of First Church, Nor­
folk, Va., as the expected nomi­
nee for president.

Technically, no positions are 
available at NAMB until June 
19 when the trustees elected 
by the convention convene and 
approve a charter and other le­
gal items. The trustees then 
will vote to elect a president, 
and upon his recommenda­
tions, other officers, such as 
the five group vice presidents 
and 21 division directors.

Included in the administra­
tive group are: president and 
executive assistant, executive 
vice president and administra­
tive assistant, a special assis­
tant to the president and an 
administrative assistant, and 
five vice presidents and their 
five administrative assistants.

A breakdown of the new or­

ganization with groups, divi­
sions and number of employees 
follows:

Evangelization Group — 
four divisions: Direct Evange­
lism, 20; Campus Evangelism, 
3; Church Evangelism, 15; 
Ministry Evangelism, 18

Church Planting Group — 
three divisions: Leadership 
Enlistment and Training, 5; 
Strategy and Resource Devel­
opment, 5; New Congregation 
Implementation, 16

Media and Missions Educa­
tion Group — five divisions: 
Public Relations, 6; Publish­
ing, 16; Mission Education, 25; 
Media Strategy, 5; Media 
Technology, 70

Strategic Planning and Mo­
bilization Group — four divi­
sions: Strategic Planning Coor­
dination and Research, 14; As- 
sociational Strategy, 6.5; 
Strategic Focus Cities, 5.5; 
Volunteer Mobilization, 18

Business Services Group — 
five divisions: Finance and Ac­
counting, 30; Human Re­
sources, 16; Information Ser­
vices, 19; Church Loans, 17; 
Marketing Services, 4. ■
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Proposed law poses threat to Bible, witness in Israel
Baptist Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — Christ­
ian witnessing could become a 
crime punishable by a year in 
jail if a bill now being consid­
ered by the Israeli government 
becomes law.

Christians in Israel are 
alarmed by the law’s vague 
wording, which they say could 
even be used to ban Bibles. 
And they say it could stifle the 
growth of Messianic Jews, 
those who have accepted Jesus 
Christ as the Messiah.

They held a day of prayer 
and solidarity against the pro­
posed law and asked for wide­
spread opposition to it on Palm 
Sunday, March 23.

The bill, S757-1996, would 
alter Israel’s penal code to pro­
hibit “inducement for religious 
conversion” and sets a one- 
year jail term for “whoever 
possesses contrary to the law 
or prints or imports tracts or 
publishes things in which 
there is an inducement for reli­
gious conversion.”

Further, the law would au­
thorize the government to con­
fiscate “any tract or advertise­
ment in which there is induce­
ment to religious conversion.” 

An explanation accompanying 
the law states “The state of Is­
rael, in the framework of the 
existing laws, is opposed to 
any missionary seduction to 
convert religion, and is even 
more severe regarding the se­
duction of minors to convert re­
ligion.”

“Missionary” means any in­
dividual who tries Io persuade 
others to change their religious 
viewpoint, a translator said. 
The bill expands an “anti­
bribery law” already on the 
books which makes it illegal to 
offer material gain to induce a 
person to change religions.

Messianic Jewish leaders in 
Israel say the law proposal has 
come in response to mass mail­
ings of evangelistic booklets 
called “The Peace” to a million 
households in Israel by U.S. 
television evangelist Morris 
Cerullo late in 1996.

The mass mailings were 
roundly criticized in Israel and 
some copies were burned in 
front of the Knesset, or parlia­
ment building. “This is not the 
first time that (Cerullo) has 
advertised the Messiah in this 
way, and as usual, those who 
clean up after him are the 
Messianic Jews living here,” 

said one believer in Jerusalem.
“He produced a big back­

lash. He did not consult with 
anyone in Israel as far as I 
know,” said David Groseclose, a 
Southern Baptist worker based 
in Haifa who oversees Southern 
Baptist work in Israel.

Response to the Cerullo 
mailings was so negative, a be­
liever said, that Orthodox Jew­
ish leaders issued a new re­
ligious law warning postal 
workers not to distribute his 
booklets or face dismissal from 
their jobs. “The new Knesset 
bill now in committee is only 
the next logical response of a 
Jewish state under siege by 
maverick missionaries operat­
ing with ‘loose cannon’ theolo­
gy,” the believer said.

The proposed law, however, 
could be readily applied to per­
sonal evangelism, and not just 
mass mailings, one observer 
said.

Messianic Jewish members 
now are said to number up to 
6,000, meeting in some three 
dozen congregations across Is­
rael. The new bill was ap­
proved in its first reading by a 
vote of 21 to 7 with one absten­
tion and now must be ap­
proved in two more readings in 

Israel’s Knesset to become law. 
A poll of lawmakers indicated 
78 of 120 will support the bill.

But opposition is mounting.
A delegation from the Unit­

ed Christian Council in Israel, 
representing most evangelical 
Christian groups in the coun­
try, met March 17 for an hour 
with Knesset member Nissim 
Zvili, secretary of the Labor 
Party, who co-sponsored the 
bill with Moshe Gafni of the 
Torah Judaism Party.

Zvili agreed the bill is poor­
ly written and needs work. He 
told the delegation the law was 
not intended to outlaw the 
Bible or Christians, but agreed 
the law could be interpreted 
that way. But Zvili said he is 
definitel}' against mass efforts 
to convert people.

Zvili is considered a leading 
politician headed for higher of­
fices in government, so his 
support of such a bill is consid­
ered disheartening for Chris­
tians in Israel, one worker 
said. Despite assurances the 
bill is not a broadside against 
Christians in Israel, many 
Messianic believers are con­
cerned it could be just that 
once passed.

“If made law, such legisla­

tion would make illegal almost 
every evangelical activity in Is­
rael, and in essence, seriously 
affect the continued vitality 
and effectiveness of believers 
in Israel,” Yossi Ovadia and 
Garry Delinger, two Messianic 
Jewish leaders, warned in a 
letter to congregations and 
home groups across Israel.

Messianic leader Baruch 
Maoz called on Southern Bap­
tists and other church groups 
in America to protest the pro­
posed Israeli law in hopes of 
swaying Knesset members to 
vote against the bill.

“It is extremely important 
that as many telephone calls 
and letters of protest as possi­
ble are received at Israeli em­
bassies and the office of the Is­
raeli prime minister, and that 
these are received as soon as 
possible,” Maoz said.

“The Messianic Jews are 
speaking as citizens and 
friends who deeply love and 
support Israel,” said Grose­
close. They consider them­
selves good Jews and citizens 
of the state. Others of us who 
oppose this unjust bill also con­
sider ourselves friends who 
seek the great good of Israel as 
a light to the nations.” ■

Summer jobs open 
at state Baptist camps 
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Are you a youth 
or young adult looking for a great 
summer opportunity?

Applications are now being ac­
cepted for the following summer staff 
positions at Camp Carson, Newport, 
and Camp Linden, Linden: cooks, 
lifeguards, lawn & ground mainte­
nance, kitchen helpers, dining room 
servers, canteen/gift shop operators, 
and office staff.

Contact the Human Resources Of­
fice, Executive Board of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention at (615) 
371-2013. All candidates must sub­
mit an application to be considered 
for a position. ■

Looting in Albania claims 'Jesusz
Baptist Press

TIRANA, Albania — A key evange­
listic thrust in Albania has suffered a 
setback as chaos and anarchy contin­
ues to engulf the country.

Equipment and materials used in 
the yearly Albania Evangelical Rural 
Outreach <AERO) effort in Albanian 
villages for showing the “Jesus” film 
have been looted from a storage facility 
in Tirana, the nation’s capital, accord­
ing to a March 21 report by European 
Baptist Press Service.

Stolen were 16 sets of projectors, 
screens, and generators for showing the 
film, 300 beds, kitchen equipment, and 
other items used to establish base 
camps in A I anian villages for teams of 
-volunteers who have worked in the 
project each summer since 1994.

Plans were under way for 300 volun­
teers to come in a few months for this 
year’s effort, but they are on hold until 
the stability in Albania can be deter­
mined, according to Larry Cox, South­
ern Baptist Foreign Mission Board field 
administrator in charge of Albanian 
work.

More than 830 villages in Albania’s 
rugged countryside have been the focus 
of AERO, a cooperative venture involv­
ing the FMB, Campus Crusade for 
Christ, Helimission, and Albanian be­
lievers.

Hundreds of AERO workers have 
shown the “Jesus” film to more than 
67,000 Albanians since 1994, resulting 
in hundreds of Albanians committing 
their lives to Christ and churches orga­
nizing rapidly.

Albania’s turmoil has prompted all 

film equipment 
18 personnel affiliated with the FMB, 
along with all British Missionary Soci­
ety. Canadian Baptist Mission, and Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship workers, 
to leave the country, EBPS reported.

Eighteen FMB workers had been 
stationed in Albania. All the missions 
groups are having debriefing sessions 
and counseling for their Albanian per­
sonnel. EBPS reported.

Young believers helped missionaries 
— the only pastors and Christian men­
tors they have known — gather what 
they could and get out of the country. 
Albanian Christians encouraged for­
eign colleagues to leave when they 
were ready; there was no spirit of 
blame or disappointment, according to 
one missionary. “They told us ... Do 
what you have to do,’ ” she said. ■

Volunteers needed for pre-SBC evangelist effort
Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga.— Vol­
unteers for Crossover Dallas 
should sign up by May 1, said 
organizers of the evangelism 
thrust to precede this year’s 
Southern Baptist Convention.

“We’re trying to recruit as 
many volunteers from as many 
places as will come,” said Don 
Smith of the Home Mission 
Board evangelism staff People 
who do not meet- the May 1 
deadline can participate, but 
early registration gives leaders 
time to match volunteers’ in­

terests with local church 
needs, Smith said.

Dallas Association esti­
mates more than one million 
people who do not know Christ 
live in the Dallas metroplex. 
To target the residents, Cross­
over Dallas will include block 
parties, door-to-door witness­
ing teams, and street evange­
lism venues. Each activity is 
designed to present the Gospel 
and discover prospects for local 
churches.

Crossover began in 1989 as 
a pre-convention evangelism 
thrust. Crossover New Orleans 

in 1996 resulted in 2,476 pro­
fessions of faith in Christ and 
one new church start.

Currently, there are 230 
churches committed to host an 
evangelistic event: 120 with 
block parties; 80 sponsoring 
door-to-door witnessing teams; 
and 30 hosting street evange­
lism venues.

Southern Baptists can par­
ticipate as individuals, a group 
from one church or a group 
from several churches, Smith 
said. To register, call the Dal­
las Baptist Association at (214) 
324-2803. ■

Starlight Crusade successful at Grace
For Baptist and Reflector

TULLAHOMA — A March 
16-19 Starlight Crusade at 
Grace Church here resulted 
in 122 decisions for Christ, 
and 58 professions of faith, 
according to Mike Gass, pas­
tor.

Gass said the church had 
60 days of prayer and fasting 
prior to the crusade, and 
“God certainly answered our 
prayers.”

Almost 4,000 people at­
tended the four-day crusade, 

with more than 1,000 packing 
the church gymnasium on 
Sunday morning. Charles 
Carter, pastor of Shades 
Mountain Church, Birming­
ham, Ala., was the crusade 
evangelist.

All services were held in 
the gym, with contemporary 
music and leisure attire.

Gass said 550 is the 
church’s average worship at­
tendance on Sunday morning, 
and each crusade service at­
tendance exceeded that 
mark. ■
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BCE summit addresses family-related issues
By Mark Wingfield
For Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — American 
families are living on borrowed 
“social capital” which threat­
ens to bankrupt society, speak­
ers said during a “Family 
Summit” March 17-18.

The faith community will be 
called upon more than any 
other group to help America 
rebuild its social foundation, 
said Don Eberly, director of 
the Civil Society Project and 
author of the book Restoring 
the Good Society.

Eberly was one of three 
keynote speakers addressing 
the Family Summit, sponsored 
by the Baptist Center for 
Ethics. The conference was 
held at Immanuel Church 
here.

Speakers called on the 
Christian community to help 
end America’s “divorce cul­
ture,” help fathers reconnect 
with their families, help fami­
lies redefine the relationship 
between work and family time, 
and teach families a biblical 
understanding of money.

The social capital of Ameri­
can society is more important 
than traditional economic 
forms of capital, such as mon­
ey and machinery, Eberly said. 
“Public well-being flows from 
the well of private virtue.”

America’s democratic form 
of government “is not just 
about politics and parties,” 
Eberly said. “It’s about the 
forms into which we pour our 
character and virtues.”

An “unbreakable link” ex­
ists between the functioning of 
the family unit and the func­
tioning of democratic govern­
ment, said Eberly, whose writ­
ings have been cited by politi­
cians as diverse as President 
Bill Clinton and Speaker of the 
House Newt Gingrich.

While much evidence may 
be cited to indicate the future 
of the American family is 
bleak, Eberly said he is en­
couraged because more influ­

Parents, teach children to pray, author says
Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — It’s never too early to start 
teaching your children to pray, according to 
the author of a new book on the subject.

Betty Cloyd, a lay minister in the Methodist 
church and wife of a retired Methodist minis­
ter, is author of Children and Prayer: A 
Shared Pilgrimage.

She talked about the book during the Bap­
tist Center for Ethics’ Family Summit.

She encouraged parents to pray for their 
children while they are in the womb.

After birth parents should pray for their 
children before the children are able to pray 
for themselves, she said.

“Begin praying with them so that prayer be­
comes a second language for the child, a natur­
al language,” Cloyd suggested.

Cloyd offered several suggestions foi par­
ents:

(1) Remember to call out your child’s name 
in prayer.” It’s important for children to hear 
their parents pray for them specifically by 
name, she said.

'2) Establish a pattern of prayer at specific 
times every day.

(3) Remember that children learn by imita­
tion. “They learn best by seeing our lives of 
prayer. Children learn far more from what 
they see us do than from what we say.”

'4) Teach them to pray in their own words. ■

ROBERT PARHAM, right, director of the Nashville-based Baptist 
Center for Ethics, welcomed several Tennessee Baptists to the 
center's Family Summit held last week at Immanuel Church. 
Among them are from left, host pastor David George, June 
McEwen, First Church, Chattanooga; David Hull, First Church, 
Knoxville; and Ron Murray, Central Church, Johnson City.

ential people are realizing 
something must be changed.

One key starting point in 
creating change is to address 
America’s “divorce culture,” 
said Barbara Dafoe White- 
head, a social scientist who has 
written a new book on the im­
pact of divorce in America.

The problem is not just that 
so many marriages now end in 
divorce but that divorce has 
become “a normal and accept­
ed event of family life,” she 
said.

This “culture of divorce” 
causes Americans to burn 
much of their social capital on 
the fallout of divorce — social 
capital that otherwise could be 
spent on helping the elderly 
and the young, she said.

Whitehead, who has been 
married 30 years herself but 
has experienced the divorces of 
four siblings and one child, 
said she does not want to out­
law divorce. But she does want 
to make divorce an option of 
last resort, she said

Despite the portrayal in 
popular culture of divorce as a 
positive and liberating experi­
ence, few people who actually 
get a divorce describe it that 
way, she noted. “Many say it is 

the most devastating experi­
ence of their lives.”

Whitehead cited a number 
of negative effects on society 
brought about by a culture of 
divorce, including the impact 
on children. The divorce cul­
ture, she said, is like the wel­
fare culture America has de­
veloped in which patterns of 
behavior are passed on from 
one generation to the next.

She cited the experience of 
one adult child of divorced par­
ents who recently wrote to her: 
“The ghosts of divorce never 
die. It is a stone thrown into 
the water of a child’s life that 
creates ripples for years.”

Working for “better” divorce 
is not the answer to America’s 
problem, Whitehead said. 
Rather, the answer is to help 
create more healthy mar­
riages. In the church, this 
might include placing a 
greater emphasis on tradition­
al wedding vows, she suggest­
ed. Wedding vows are impor­
tant because they signify the 
contract being made, she said.

Whitehead said she is trou­
bled by the trend in recent 
decades of couples writing 
their own marriage vows that 
may not always lay a good 

foundation for a healthy mar­
riage. For example, she said, 
some couples have exchanged 
the traditional line “as long as 
we both shall live” for “as long 
as we both shall love.”

Eberly followed Whitehead’s 
presentation on divorce with 
an appeal for restoring value 
to the role of fatherhood. “Fa­
therhood has to be reinforced 
as a cultural value;” he said.

“Not only are fathers impor­
tant to children; children are 
important to fathers,” he said, 
citing research that shows men 
who are involved fathers be­
have better and become better 
citizens.

Although the role of fathers 
has been “devalued” in Ameri­
can society, the presence of a 
father in the home carries 
enormous impact on a child, 
Eberly said.

An increasing number of 
American companies are dis­
covering that investing in the 
social capital of families pays 
off in business capital, said 
Marguerite Sallee, president of 
Corporate Family Solutions, a 
company that helps businesses 
create family friendly environ­
ments.

“The workplace in many 
ways is becoming the new 
American neighborhood,” she 
said.

While the American family 
has undergone radical change 
in recent years, so has the 
American workplace, Sallee 
explained. Demands are placed 
on workers to do more with 
less, and advances in technolo­
gy make it increasingly harder 
to get away from one’s job, she 
added.

“There is no such thing as 
going home from work any­
more,” Sallee said, explaining 
that many working mothers 
and fathers go home from work 
to do more work via electronic 
connections or laptop comput­
ers.

The economics of family fife 
create yet another strain on 
the social capital of America, 
said David Crocker, pastor of 
Snyder Memorial Church in 
Fayetteville, N.C., a former 
Tennessee pastor in Johnson 
City. Crocker delivered the 
opening theme interpretation 
for the conference.

“Show me the money,” a line 
made famous by the current 
movie “Jerry Maguire,” has be­
come the symbolic watchword 
for many Americans’ perspec­
tive on life, Crocker said.

In a culture dominated by 
materialism, families struggle 
with knowing where to draw 
the line on acquiring things, he 
said.

And few people connect 
their spending habits with 
their faith, he added. ■

for your 
family

Spend gift of time 
wisely, Hull says 
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Time is a 
gift from God and should be 
used wisely, said Knoxville 
pastor David Hull.

While not claiming to be an 
expert on time management, 
Hull told participants the Bap­
tist Center for Ethics’ Family 
Summit that he was address­
ing them as one who struggles 
with the issue.

Hull noted there are 
shelves of books on time man­
agement and that a search on 
the Internet came up with 
342,000 plus sites on time 
management.

Yet, with all the resources 
and suggestions available on 
the topic, “are we doing a very 
good job at spending time?” he 
asked.

Hull suggested “we get back 
to the basics.”

The best role model for time 
management, he said, is Jesus 
Christ. “In three short years of 
ministry Jesus accomplished 
so much,” Hull said, noting Je­
sus made decisions about how 
he would spend his gift of 
time.

Hull observed that in life a 
person must “learn to live 
within limits, and so it is with 
time.

“In a world that tries to 
•cram more and more activities 
into the time we have, it’s as if 
we’re trying to defy the limits 
of time,” Hull said.

He suggested families begin 
having honest discussions 
about the limits of time. It 
won’t be an easy discussion, he 
warned, “but it may help us 
realize there are limits to our 
time. ...

“We must realize we can’t 
play on every ball team, work 
every night, or serve on every 
committee at church,” he said.

The Knoxville pastor en­
couraged participants to focus 
on “what is most important for 
our families.”

He noted “we bounce along 
like a pinball in a machine ... 
trying to fit so much into life, 
but forgetting the reason and 
purpose for being.”

Hull encouraged partici­
pants to do as Jesus did and 
“lay down temptations*4 and 
move on spending wisely “that 
wonderful gift God has given 
us.” ■ — Lonnie Wilkey
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Hail Messiah, on Resurrection Day
esurrection Day.

It does not matter which day 
or which year on the calendar 
it happened. But it does matter 
that it happened.

God’s best plan, worked out in the fullness of his 
time,-brought the earthly ministry of his son, Jesus 
the Christ, to a conclusion — and set the infinite 
stage for a new beginning. Resurrection Day!

Hail Messiah! Marching down the corridors of 
time, with legions of witnesses praising and shouting 

By Wm. 
Fletcher

Allen, 
Editor

hosannas, Jesus played the role of an 
ordinary itinerant evangelist, pa­
trolling the byways and small places 
of the earth which he himself had 
created.

He liked the feel of the soil, the 
noise of the sails snapping in the sea 
breeze and the shouts of happy chil­
dren at play.

He liked the smell of fish baking
on the seashore or on the hot stones 

in the home of a well-traveled carpenter.
He rejoiced in the close fellowship of people who 

really wanted to serve — and left everything to follow 
him. It pleasured him to see the sower planting 
seeds, and the harvesters gathering the harvest.

He was excited that Lazarus, Martha, and Mary 
accepted him in their meager home as a brother, and 
that the sisters would call on him when Brother 
Lazarus died.

His heart was touched by Zacheus realizing in his 
heart that the presence of the Messiah made him 

want to right every wrong he had committed. The 
generous widow made his heart sing when she loving­
ly gave her very last penny to charity.

Yes, and the first disciples filled places in his life, 
and even now followers know his mercy and love.

This is Resurrection Day, Sunday of the Risen 
Lord, celebration! How much better to rejoice for the 
good, glad news, than to worry along with the 
naysayers and slumberers. Rejoice, this is a time for 
renewal, recommitment, resurgence of tired souls,

Baptists can mind
outhern Baptists do not need Barry Mc­
Carty on the platform to direct procedural 
traffic. We don’t need his expertise, and 
we do need the money he will be paid.

Though McCarty is not a Baptist, Southern Bap­
tist Convention president Tom Elliff has picked him 
again to be the top parliamentarian at the annual 
convention in Dallas.

Jim Henry, SBC president for 1995 and 1996 
trusted Southern Baptists parliamentarians to guide 
convention procedures. His move was appreciated by 
many messengers, and there weren’t any noticeable 
problems. Evidently Henry’s choice to stay within the 
family displeased the wrong folks. Anyway, he select­
ed a non-Baptist professional.

We hope the president won’t have to depend on 
McCarty for any major decisions. Southern Baptists 
got along well for many years until it was felt that 
Charles Stanley needed “unbiased” help for his sec­
ond time as president in 1986. It’s different now. 

weep tears of joy. 
And let us recognize 
the risen Lord 
among us. He has 
made the world, 
given us real love. 
His Word is pure, 
he has put hope in 
wounded hearts.

editorial/

Praise Christ the Risen Lord with hallelujahs! B&R

this 'home front'
Even so, Southern Baptists have had to endure 

the hired parliamentary style of McCarty until 1995.
Henry’s sacking of McCarty was met with ap­

proval by many Baptists — not all — who thought 
the Church of Christ minister out of place at an SBC 
meeting. There are many excellent Southern Baptist 
parliamentarians. A qualified “family member” seems 
much more acceptable.

McCarty may be a skilled parliamentarian. We 
just don’t need him. It’s not too late to thank McCar­
ty and use our own people. And unless President El­
liff feels it absolutely necessary, and the contract is 
binding, let’s switch.

The Southern Baptist family must begin picking 
up the pieces of a fragmented body — and apply the 
glue of trust. It’s a family affair.

Enough is enough. A paid, non-Baptist parliamen­
tarian is not part of that solution. Southern Baptists 
are at a critical juncture in our history. We need 
Southern Baptists on the platform. B&R

•Fust for 
today

By Fred Wood 
pastor emeritus 
Eudora Church, Mem

Becoming like little children — or even grandchildren

Start with a smile
Marvin: “Good news! I see 

the government says the econ­
omy is on the right track.”

Tom: “Yeah. But there’s 
only one problem. The train 
isn’t moving.”
Take this truth

Robert Browning called

I suppose all seven of our grandchil­
dren have told me more than once that 
I wasn’t reading everything on the 
page.

You know how it is. When you’re 
tired and sleepy and the children ought to 
be tired and sleepy — but aren’t — you 
may innocently agree to the request to 
read them a book. They are tired and 
sleepy, you say to yourself, so I will just 
speed up the process.

Fil simply hit the highlights and point 
to the picture, flip the pages, and tuck 
them in for the night. After all, they are 
tired and sleepy.

It was that way with our four daugh­
ters too. They may have been more 
gullible than the jp-andchildren. One or 
two books would usually do the trick.

The other day I ate lunch with the 
youngest daughter who lives near the of­
fice, and who has the youngest of our 
grandchildren.

We finished the pizza, I played with her

one word jnatojrc*
— by Wm. Fletcher Allen, editor

a while, and then it was time to go hack to 
the office.

She picked up the book we had looked 
at earlier. A fascinating book, it had great 
child-type art and a simple story line.

It’s a tale about the Mouse fami­
ly. On each two-page spread there 
is a different number of mice, until 
you get to the last page, and there 
is the entire family of ten.

Well, Michaela quickly read the 
book to me while I was walking to 
the door, holding her and the book. 
As she carefully, gently turned 
each page, she said with confi­
dence and with great authority,
“Mice, mice, mice, mice...” And then she 
was finished.

As we neared the door, she said. “Now 
you read the book, Poppa.”

ALLEN

progress 
“man’s 
distinc- 
t i v e 
mark.” 
He said 
also that 
“It is not 
God’s 
nor the 
beast’s.

He is,
they are. Man 

partly is, and wholly hopes to 
be.”
Memorize this Scripture

Forgetting those things 
that are past... I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God. — Philip- 
pians 3: 13, 14
Pray this prayer

Lord, help me to so live 
that each tomorrow finds me 
further along than today. ■

— Comments may be ad­
dressed to Fred Wood at 726 
Forest Lake Drive, Memphis, or 
(901) 665-6849.

I followed her example. With the 
same assuring tone that indicated I 
knew’ w’hat I was reading, I read. 
“Mice, mice, mice, mice...”

She was way ahead of me, two-and-a- 
half year old style. “No, Poppa,” she al­
most laughed, “you’re not reading all the 
words.”

I recalled that Wes, Jessie, Daniel. 
Ezra, Graham, and Matthew prob­
ably had caught me the same way.

As generations come, I am sure 
that, while they may not know 
more than 1 did at that certain age 
— they learn it faster.

The lesson I learned: We can all 
learn from each other, and we 
must always be ready to learn 
more when Christ reveals it to us.

Yes, as he said, we must be
more like little children. And we must 
learn to read all of the w’ords on each page 
of life. Think of the difference that would 
make for all people.

Elderly parents sometimes need legal help
Question: My elderly father is be­

coming very forgetful and is urging me 
to help him more with his business and 
financial affairs. Is there anything I 
should do legally?

If a loved one is of sound mind, he or 
she can execute a pjwer of attorney giving 
another family member authority to act on 
his/her behalf in specified areas.

The person with power of attorney is 
known as the principal. The family mem­
ber or trusted friend given power of attor­
ney is known as an agent. A power of at­
torney should be co isidered before a loved 
one reaches a point where he is no longer 
mentally or physically able to execute one. 
Once that occurs, family members may 
have to go to court and have someone ap­
pointed guardian or conservator for him. 
This is a much more expensive and time

faniilics itmuKcm*
— by Ivy Scarborough, attorney, mediator

consuming process than simply having a 
power of attorney drafted.

A genera1 power of attorney can be 
written to give complete control of 
all the principal’s personal care 
and financial affairs to the agent. 
If this is not needed or desired a 
special power of attorney may be 
drawn up which narrowly defines 
or restricts the role of the agent.

A power of attorney loses its le­
gal validity if the principal be­
comes incompetent. A power of at­
torney can be worded to give con­
tinuing authority to the agent even if the 
principal becomes incompetent. This is

SCARBOROUGH

known as a durable power of attorney 
because it ends only when the princi­
pal dies or revokes it. By signing this 
form of power of attorney a principal 

can make certain the person of his choice 
will have control over his affairs if he be­
comes incompetent.

The principal can revoke his 
power of attorney by writing the 
word “revoked” across it, tearing it 
up. or by signing another docu­
ment revoking it.

Your willingness to help your 
father is a commendable indicator 
of a true Christian “ ... these 
should learn first of all to put their 
religion into practice by caring for 
their family and repaying their

parents and grandparents for this is 
pleasing to God.” — 1 Timothy 5:4 ■
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Clines brings expertise to Holston's language ministries
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

JOHNSON CITY — The 
world is coming to Holston As­
sociation and churches are tak­
ing steps to be ready.

Last fall the association ap­
proved funding for a part-time 
language ministries coordinator.

They found the person they 
were looking for in David 
Clines, a Michigan native with 
Tennessee ties. His parents 
now live in Columbia.

In addition, Clines was led 
to the Lord by Marion Sherell, 
a church planter from Loudon 
who planted several churches 
in Michigan even before the 
Tennessee/Michigan partner­
ship began in the early 1980s.

“I’m a fruit of his ministry 
and now I’m coming to his 
home state to continue plant­
ing seeds,” Clines said.

Clines’ route to Johnson 
City was by no means direct.

After graduating from Gold­
en Gate Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Clines moved to 
Honduras and taught in a 
bilingual Christian school 
there.

He met his wife, Nancy, a 
native of Guatemala at a Cen­
tral America Baptist youth 
conference. The two were mar­
ried and after she graduated 

Tennessee missionary, former prisoner of war, dies in Nashville
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Ruth Ford, an emeritus 
Southern Baptist missionary nurse known 
in part for her selfless service during the 
Japanese invasion of China and later in 
World War II, died March 14 in Nashville 
of heart failure. She was 90.

Ford, of Memphis, had been living in a 
Nashville nursing home. She was appointed 
as an FMB missionary to China in 1935. 
When Japanese warplanes bombed Kweilin 
in 1938, she and an American doctor, also 
an FMB missionary’, carried 60 patients to 
safety in the basement of the Baptist hospi­
tal.

Three years later — the day Pearl Har­
bor was bombed — Japanese forces cap­
tured a ship she was on in Hong Kong, and 
she became a prisoner of war. In 1941 and 
1942 the Japanese assigned her to work in 
various hospitals as a nurse, until she was 
traded for a Japanese diplomat in Mozam­
bique. For the rest of the war she taught 
nursing at Baptist Memorial Hospital in 
Memphis.

Asked later about her life as a mission­
ary, Ford was quoted in a local newspaper 
as sayino she’d do it all over again, but 
she’s “want some things to be different. 
When they bombed our hospital in 1938 we 
didn’t even have good aspirin. And one

thing you sure need in a war is aspirin,” 
she said.

In 1946 Ford returned to China for four 
more years until the Communist Chinese 
forced her out. Moving to Indonesia, she 
helped start a clinic in Kediri that later be­
came a hospital. From 1954 until she retired 
in 1972 Ford directed nursing services and 
supervised the kitchen and clinic.

She returned to Memphis after retire­
ment and for many years worked with in­
ternationals' through Temple Church. She 
later joined First Church, Memphis.

Ford’s brother, also deceased, W. Morris 
Ford, was a former pastor of First Church, 
Jackson, before moving to Texas. ■

from medical school in Hon­
duras, moved to Winston- 
Salem, N.C., where she worked 
on her residency program.

While in North Carolina, 
Clines worked with the South­
ern Baptist Home Mission 
Board as a Hispanic church 
planter. Funding for his posi­
tion ended about the time his 
wife’s residency was over.

His wife was offered a posi­
tion in Kings­
port and he 
began explor­
ing opportuni­
ties available 
for himself in 
addition to be­
ing a stay-at- 
home dad with 
his 19-month- 
old daughter, Gina Marie. He 
talked with Tai Thompson, di­
rector of missions for Holston 
Association, about working in 
language missions with the as­
sociation.

“Our main concern was 
helping our churches develop 
an awareness of the need to 
minister to different ethnic 
groups,” Thompson said. He 
noted once Holston churches 
are made aware of a need they 
are willing to get involved in 
ministry. “This has been 
proven over and over through­
out the years,” he said.

CLINES

There are approximately 
seven to eight different lan­
guage groups in the associa­
tion, Clines noted. They in­
clude the deaf, Hispanics, 
Asian Indian, Koreans, Japan­
ese, Chinese, among others.

Current work is being done 
with the deaf and Chinese pop­
ulations in the association.

Clines hopes to change that. 
Among the things he is now 
doing is looking for churches 
who may be willing to sponsor 
an ethnic work.

He also is looking for eth­
nics in the community with 
hopes of funneling them into 
an Anglo congregation where 
they would feel comfortable or 
developing a language congre­
gation for them.

Clines also plans to work 
with every church in the asso­
ciation interested in being 
open to ministry with ethnics 
at home or abroad. He can lead 
training for church members 
preparing to take overseas 
mission trips to help them 
know what to expect in a dif­
ferent culture.

Clines noted Hispanics are 
a primary target group. He 
hopes to begin a Hispanic Sun­
day School class within the 
next couple of months in Erwin 
where some work with Hispan­
ics already is being done. The 

association has provided min­
istry to children of migrant 
workers at First Church, Er­
win, for several years. Also, 
the association has had min­
istry to migrant adults off and 
on for several years.

Clines’ goal is to train eth­
nic leaders in the association 
so they can begin new works 
and disciple believers.

He also hopes to make An­
glo congregations more aware 
of the ethnic presence in their 
communities. “We have a lot to 
offer to people moving to our 
country,” Clines said.

He noted that Americans of­
ten are “critical of people who 
move here because they do not 
do things our way and are dif­
ferent from us.” The problem is 
that Americans “seldom make 
a personal effort to help them 
adapt,” Clines observed.

Ethnics taking English 
classes is not enough. They 
need Anglo friends and com­
panions to help them become 
acclimated to the culture, 
Clines affirmed.

He is excited about the pos­
sibilities for language min­
istries in Holston Association.

“Leaders I’ve met with 
(here) are very open to ethnic 
ministry and have invited me 
to speak in their churches,” 
Clines said. ■

Dramatic Arts 
Festival set 
for April 4-5 
For Baptist and Reflector

HENDERSONVILLE — The 
Dramatic Arts Festival will be 
held April 4-5 at First Church, 
Hendersonville.

The theme of the festival is 
“Going to the Real World.”

Festival highlights include 
more than 100 conferences, 
guest artist performances, cre­
ative worship, participant per­
formances, pre-festival adult 
symposium, pre-festival youth 
mini camp, multiple exhibits, 
free resources, People’s Choice 
Awards, and more.

Mime artist Doug Berky 
plus many other Christian 
artists from across the country 
will perform.

Registration begins at 1:30 
p.m. on Friday, April 4, with the 
pre-festival events beginning at 
2 p.m. The exhibit area opens at 
4:30 p.m. A special “First- 
Timers Orientation” is sched­
uled for 6 p.m., followed by the 
opening session at 7 p.m.

Saturday activities begin at 
8 a m. and close with an 
awards ceremony at 3:20 p.m.

Pre-registration is preferred, 
but not required. Registration 
fee from now to the event is 
$35. Registration for the adult 
symposium and youth mini­
camp is $6 and $4, respective­
ly.

For more information, call 
Ev Robertson in the TBC 
Church Staff Leadership 
Group at 1 (800) 558-2090, ext. 
7909. ■

Conference focuses on ministry to Alzheimer's families
For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Tennessee 
Baptist pastors and senior 
adult ministers are invited to 
attend a “Clergy Conference on 
Alzheimer’s Disease” April 10 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Bap­
tist Hospital here.

Statistics indicate four mil­
lion Americans are afflicted 
with Alzheimer’s Disease and 
approximately 25,000 live in 
Middle Tennessee and that 
one-third of a given congrega­
tion knows someone with 
Alzheimer’s Disease.

Statistics also show that 70 
percent of Alzheimer’s pa­

tients are cared for at home 
and can live up to 20 years af­
ter onset of symptoms. Also, 
within 25 years, it is estimat­
ed 25 million Americans alive 
today will have developed the 
disease.

The effects upon family are 
devastating financially, emo­
tionally, and spirits a ly.

The conference, designed 
not only for clergy, int also for 
senior adult ministers and 
workers, will explore ways 
that churches cai develop 
ministries for Alzheimer’s 
families.

Two keynote speakers will 
address medical and ethical is­

sues. Joseph Francis Jr., will 
present a medical update of 
Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Robert H. Crumby, clinical 
etbicist, will discuss hov fami­
lies are impacted and how the 
church can minister to these 
families.

Other speakers will present 
personal experiences and sug­
gestions for handling problems 
that arise in the family.

Included in the conference 
will be a luncheon, displays, 
and group discussions.

The cost is $15 and regis­
tration is required. For de­
tails, call Gene Nabi (615) 
254-0673. ■

Breaking Ground in Hendersonville
First Church, Hendersonville, recently broke ground for a new 
40,000-square-foot education building. Participating in the ground­
breaking were, from left, Joe Fuqua, architect; Phil Jones, minister of 
administration; Hall Hardaway Jr., builder; and Pastor Glenn Week- 
ley. The project will be completed by year’s end.
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93-year-old teaches, leads in Fayetteville church
By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

FAYETTEVILLE — Each 
Wednesday E. H. Brooks starts 
preparing to teach his Sunday 
Schoo] class of men at West 
End Church here. By Saturday 
night he has his notes typed 
and ready for copying and dis­
tribution to other teachers at 
the church. His notes have be­
come a resource they rely 
upon.

Brooks, 93, who has taught 
Sunday School for about 50 
years, cracks several commen­
taries to prepare. He uses Uni­
form Lesson Higley Commen­
tary, Halley Bible Handbook, 
Erdman’s Handbook to the 
Bible, and Who’s Who in the 
Bible to prepare to teach the 
Family Life Series (formerly 
Convention Uniform Series). 
He draws a class of men who 
expect indepth Bible study, ex­
plained Mike Johnson, his pas­
tor.

This indepth approach 
helps the class, Brooks ex­
plained. “We (class leaders) 
have to do a lot of things to 
keep them interested. It’s hard 
enough to keep them in the 
class,” he said. He’s glad the 
class hasn’t evolved into a “so­
ciety,” Brooks added.

The retired pharmacist 
said he doesn’t do the re­
search because he feels the 
Sunday School literature is 
lacking. The Baptist Sunday

PAUSING in front of his kitchen table, which is set for lunch for 
his son, is E.H. Brooks, left, and his pastor, Mike Johnson, West 
End Church, Fayetteville. Also on the table is a thank you sign for 
the Meals on Wheels volunteers who deliver a meal to Brooks.

School Board wouldn’t have 
room to include his research 
in the materials, he noted. 
However, he praised recent 
changes in literature by the 
Baptist Sunday School 
Board, saying he felt the ma­
terial had improved in recent 
years. He does his part by 
distributing his research, 
which helps some of the 
church’s teachers who are 
“fresh,” he said.

An active member of West 
End Church, Brooks helped be­
gin the church in 1958 while 
he was a member of First 
Church, Fayetteville, becoming 
one of its charter members and 
a deacon.

“I’ve seen it since its infan­
cy. We have a beautiful little 
church. I’ve always felt that,” 
he said.

His affection for the church 
extends to its mission. Brooks 
and his late wife, Jennie Elli­
son, worked to help 
West End Church 
grow. She was the 
church organist, a 
music worker, and 
teacher. And he was 
a teacher and dea­
con. The couple regu­
larly visited people in 
their homes to share 
their faith and information 
about West End.

Brooks also led the church 

to buy an automobile service 
station which was located near 
the church’s property to pro­
tect the church from other 
kinds of businesses which 
might locate there.

Born in 1904, Brooks wasn’t 
a Baptist until he met his wife. 
In fact, he gives much of the 
credit for his faith to her. He 
especially likes to talk about 
the couple’s visit to Israel al­
though it was made about 20 
years ago. That experience 
may reflect his two affections, 
God and his wife.

Brooks explained he didn’t 
ever imagine he would live as 
long as he has. “I thought I’d 
be gone.” In fact, he planned to 
resign from his class when he 
was 90, only changing his 
mind after encouragement 
from Johnson.

“I’m just glad I’ve got a good 
mind,” he said.

Brooks is active in home life 
also. Though he lives alone, 
almost every day he cooks and 
serves lunch to one of his sons 

who lives in Fayetteville 
and works as a phar­
macist. Brooks is 
humble when praised 
for his many efforts. 
He just stands silent 
with a slight grin.

But his pastor is 
quick to praise him. 

West End Church
“would not be what it is today 
if it weren’t for Mr. Brooks,” 
said Joh nso n. B&R
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Rice Foundation 
says 'thank you'

NASHVILLE — Though 
the campaign for a rehabili­
tation center has just begun, 
the Roger Rice Foundation 
thinks it’s time to express ap­
preciation to those who are 
helping.

A golf tournament April 7 
is scheduled for that purpose.

Rice is a young adult 
Nashvillian who was born 
without arms and with other 
birth defects. He is an active 
member of Westwood 
Church, Nashville.

With some help from sup­
porters, the Rice Foundation 
was established. Now Rice is 
heading a fundraising effort 
to build a rehab center and 
housing for people with simi­
lar physical problems.

The foundation is sponsor­
ing the Jim Foster Invitation­
al Golf Tournament at Leg­
ends Golf Course in Franklin 
on April 7.

Information about the 
tournament can be obtained 
by calling (615) 386-3829. ■

Tennessee Baptist volunteers continue ministry efforts in Chile
By Clara Brincefield Huff 
For Baptist and Reflector

TEMUCO, Chile — Though Ten­
nessee Baptists’ partnership with Chile 
is over, ministry there continues.

Under the leadership of Jerry Heflin 
of First Church, Goodlettsville, 49 vol­
unteers from that congregation and 
Judson Church, Nashville, recently 
worked on a building project for the 

CHERIE HASELTIN of Judson Church, Nashville communicates with Chilean children 
with the aid of a paper bag puppet.

Baptist Children’s Home in Temuco.
Missionary Richard Hawkins 

worked with the volunteers who formed 
several teams to build, teach Vacation 
Bible School, and can fruits and vegeta­
bles for the children.

One of the volunteers was Cherie 
Haseltin of Judson Church who did not 
let a language barrier stand in her way. 
She communicated with the children at 
a Vacation Bible School in Padre Las 

Casas. 
She 
worked 
alongside 
Chilean 
young peo­
ple who 
were in 
charge of 
the VBS.

Phyllis 
Bates, an­
other vol- 
u n t e e r 
from Jud­
son, also 
worked in 
V acation 
Bible 
School. 
Along with 
Marta Re­
bolledo, a Chilean pastor’s wife, the two 
led nine 11-year-olds to Christ, using 
the salvation bracelet to help the young 
people understand the plan of salvation 
in their lives.

The volunteers included a 6- and a 
9-year-old. Aaron Foust, 6, of First 
Church, Goodlettsville, accompanied 
his grandparents, Jerry and Geraldine 
Heflin, while 9-year-old Michael Bates 
went with his parents, Lyndon and 
Phyllis Bates. Both boys participated in 

PHYLLIS BATES, a member of Judson Church, Nashville, worked with 
Marta Rebolledo, right, in VBS. They used salvation bracelets to share 
the Gospel with children.

VBS and made friends with the 
Chilean children. Saying “hello” and 
meeting new friends who speak anoth­
er language was exciting for them. 
Michael dressed as a clown one day to 
help entertain the children.

The children’s home in Temuco is 
sponsored by the Chilean Baptist Con­
vention of Churches and has been tak­
ing care of needy children in a “home­
boarding” situation for 41 years. ■ — 
Huff is a former missionary to Chile who 
now lives in Murfreesboro.
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Japanese believer finds support, love 
at The King's Academy in Seymour

WMU annual meeting; Missions 
Get-Together set for Gatlinburg

For Baptist and Reflector

SEYMOUR — Reiko Ota 
knows a person can be a mi­
nority in one’s own country or 
abroad.

The Japanese teenager is 
indeed a minority at The 
King’s Academy (Harrison 
Chilhowee Baptist Academy) 
here. But she also was a mi­
nority in her native town of 
Kamifukuoka, Japan.

Ota comes from a Christian 
family — all Baptist. She at­
tended a private school in 
Japan, but it was not religious­
ly-affiliated. She noted there 
were 300 students in her ju­
nior high school and she was 
the only one from a Christian 
family.

She readily admits, howev­
er, that “when I came to this 
country two years ago, I wasn’t 
much of a Christian.”

Western District 
completes first 
project of 1997 
For Baptist and Reflector

PARIS — Western Dis­
trict Association has com­
pleted its first mission proj­
ect for 1997.

Churches in the associa­
tion gathered a truck load of 
items for Montgomery Vil­
lage Baptist Center in 
Knoxville.

The items included about 
850 pairs of denim jeans 
and men’s pants, a large va­
riety of canned goods and 
staples, all types of deter­
gents, a large amount of pa­
per products, and cloth dia­
pers and other baby prod­
ucts.

The goods were delivered 
on March 6. The items were 
requested by Richard 
Lewelling, director of the 
center. Montgomery Village 
is a ministry of Knox Coun­
ty Association.

The association is now 
working on collecting spe­
cial items for flood relief in 
Dyer County, according to 
Bill Smith, director of mis­
sions for Western District. ■

Available in 20’ to 33’ models 
(12 to 36 Passenger, New and Used)

OTA

She came to the United 
States two years ago to study 
English. She stayed with an 
American family in Kentucky 
and attended church every 
Sunday. “I de­
cided I wanted 
to be a good 
Christian and 
know more 
about God. I 
was attending 
a large public 
school (in Ken­
tucky) and was 
unhappy because people made 
fun of me and my country.

“I wanted to go back to 
Japan but my mother suggest­
ed I attend a Christian school 
and I chose The King’s Acade- 
my.

Upon transferring to the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention- 
related school in Seymour, Ota 
learned more about Jesus. “I

Classified
PASTOR SEARCH: Hillhurst 
Church, Nashville, is accepting 
resumes for a new pastor. Mail to 
Willard Dawson, 3257 Knobview 
Drive, Nashville,TN 37214.

SEEKS PASTOR: Highland 
Heights Church is accepting re­
sumes for pastor. Send resumes 
to Pastor Search Committee. 
Highland Heights Baptist Church, 
675 National Ave., Memphis, TN 
38122.

WANTED: Organist, First Baptist 
Church. Murfreesboro. Salary 
plus travel. Call (615) 893-2514.

FOR SALE: 1973 Silver Eagle 
bus, 46-passenger, restroom, re­
clining seats, large storage com­
partments. Contact Ron 
Springate @ Central Baptist 
Church. Johnson Citv ^423) 926- 
7121.

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Joelton 
FBC seeks a full-time minister of 
music for church with 575 aver­
age attendance in multiple ser­
vices. including one contempo­
rary and one traditional in format. 
Will oversee age-graded choirs 
from preschool through senior 
adults and have significant re­
sponsibilities for Senior adult min­
istry as well. Send 'esumes to 
FBC. P.O. Box 86, Joelton, TN 
37080, Attn: Dean Anderson.

Church Buses
• We rent new buses’
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615) 376-2287 

feel Jesus is real.”
Ota, now a senior, is happy 

about her decision to transfer 
to The King’s Academy.

“It was a good choice, 
though I sometimes wish Sey­
mour was a big city.

“What I needed was God in 
my life. Before I came here I 
was just an empty box.

Ota plans to study psycholo­
gy at the University of Hawaii 
after graduation this year.

Whatever her future holds, 
she plans to include God. “I was 
not happy without God. I want 
to live the rest of my life as a 
Christian,” she affirmed. ■

BAPTISTRIES\
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

l-MO-231-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3S11 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY in 
Eureka Springs, Ark! Super $33 
Group package includes the fest 
($14.50) tickets, plus fun, lodging 
and meals! Our 25th year of Chris- 
tian service! KELLER'S COUNTRY 
DORM RESORT, (501) 253-8418.

Southwest
Baptist
University

DIRECTOR OF GRADUATE 
STUDIES IN EDUCATION

The education department at 
Southwest Baptist University invites 
applications for the position of 
Director of Graduate Studies in 
Education. Candidates should 
possess an earned doctorate, 
academic teaching experience at the 
graduate level and academic 
administration and supervision 
ability. Experience in supervising 
masters projects, reports, theses and/ 
or dissertations in teacher education 
is required. Candidates should be a 
Southern Baptist with a deep 
commitment to quality Christian 
graduate education, and have a 
desire and ability to provide 
leadership in off-campus distance 
graduate course delivery. Send 
application letter, resume, statement 
of Christian educational philosophy 
and three letters of recommendation 
by April 21,1997, to Dr. Eric Moore, 
Southwest Baptist University, 1600 
University Ave., Bolivar, MO 
65613. EOE.

For Baptist and Reflector

GATLINBURG — The an­
nual Missions Get-Together, 
sponsored by Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union, 
will be held April 11-13 at the 
Gatlinburg Convention Cen­
ter.

The Missions Get-Together 
will feature missionary testi­
monies and conferences, spe­
cial interest conferences, and 
more. C. Anne Davis of Louis­
ville, Ky., will lead Bible 
study.

In conjunction with the

Exciting Career 
in Christian Retailing

Excellent salary and benefit 
package available. Qualifications 
must include: four-year college 
degree or comparable business 
management experience, reloca­
tion required, outstanding leader­
ship, computer skills, strong vi­
sion for the future, and an active 
role in a Southern Baptist 
church.

Send resume to: 
Retail Store Operations Dept.

Manager Training Search 
127 Ninth Avenue North

MSN 165
Nashville, TN 37234-0165

BAPTI STORES
lifeway Christian stores

or fax to (615) 251-3622 
owned and operated by the 
Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

MATT

“AH I need is a miracle.” We all toss out 
those words at times. But when real trouble 
comes, is it really a miracle that you need?

As you explore Jesus’ miracles with Dr. 
Adrian Rogers, you’ll be convinced that 
miracles not only happen, but that Jesus is 
God’s answer to your despair, 
darkness—even today, 
ever you’ll see that in times
pointment and struggle you need, not
just a miracle, but God Himself.

AVAILAM E Al YOUR LOCAl CHRISTIAN BOOKSTORE.
Crossway 
BOOKS

Missions Get-Together, the 
annual meeting of Tennessee 
WMU will be held on Satur­
day, beginning at 10 a.m. 
That session will feature elec­
tion of officers, consideration 
of bylaws changes, and a 
message from national WMU 
President Wanda Lee.

Registration fee is $15 be­
fore March 31; $20 after­
wards. Fee is non-refundable. 
Registration fees will be ac­
cepted at the door.

For more information, call 
Tennessee WMU at (615) 
371-2038. ■

Systems Engineers 
Systems Analysts 

Programmer Analysts
Find an exciting career with 

one of the largest Christian 
publishers in the world. Re­
sponsible for all phases of the 
systems development life cycle 
for complete business systems 
applications.

Looking for mainframe 
COBOL/CICS developers with 
the desire and ambition to tran­
sition to the client-server envi­
ronment. Excellent salary and 
benefits.

Interested? Send resume to:
Systems Engineer Search 

Baptist Sunday School Board
Human Resources Dept., 

MSN 121
127 Ninth Avenue North 

Nashville, TN 37234
or fax to (615) 251-5017
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■ Miracle Church, 
Lavergne, will present an 
Easter drama and musical 
March 29-30 at 7 p.m.

■ Cedar Fork Church, 
Philadelphia, will hold re­
vival March 30 - April 5. 
Frank Hicks will speak.

■ Edgemoor Church, 
Clinton, will hold a revival 
April 13-16. Benny Jackson 
will speak.

■ James McCluskey, re­
tired pastor, Wallace Memorial 
Church, Knoxville, will lead an 
April 20-23 revival at Meridi­
an Church, Knoxville.

■ Lincoln Park Church, 
Knoxville, will celebrate its 
88th anniversary April 13.

■ On April 12-13 Edge- 
field Church, Nashville, will 
celebrate its 130th anniversa­
ry. On Saturday the Woman’s 
Missionary Union will host a 
reception from 3-5 p.m. honor­
ing former pastors, staff, and 
members. On Sunday, activi­
ties include a luncheon follow­
ing the morning worship ser­
vice and an afternoon praise 
sendee will begin at 1:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 
(615) 255-0468.

■ First Church, Poca­
hontas, will hold revival April 

7-11. Speakers include Sam 
Howard, Ricky Watkins, Joe 
Spencer, Smilley Mills and 
Danny Geary.

■ Silver Springs Church, 
Mount Juliet, will hold re­
vival March 30 - April 3. Mor­
ris Ander, pastor, First 
Church, Pigeon Forge, 
will speak and John 
McClurkan, minister of 
music, Alta Loma 
Church, Mt. Juliet, will 
lead the music. Special 
emphases include Sunday
School Night, Childrens Night, 
and Youth Night. For more in­
formation, call (615) 758-7853.

■ Calvary Church, Knox­
ville, will hold revival April 6- 
9 and 13. Bill Stafford will 
speak and lead a retreat for 
church members and friends 
April 11-12. For more details, 
call the church at (423) 523- 
9419.

■ Squire Parsons, record­
ing artist, will perform April 6 
at Oak Grove Church, Gray, 
at 7 p.m. For more informa­
tion, call the church at (615) 
477-3141.

■ First Church, Lenoir 
City, recently held a revival 
crusade led by Harold Hunter, 
evangelist of Nashville, and 
Pat Roper, music evangelist of 
Greenville, S.C. Doug Alexan­
der, pastor, reported that 181 
people made decisions for sal­
vation or baptism, 175 rededi­
cated their lives, three for full- 
time Christian service, and 
two for church membership by 
letter. An overflow crowd on 
the final night resulted in 300 
people watching the service by 
closed circuit television in the 
church gymnasium.

■ Union Missionary 
Church, Cleveland, will hold 
a Youth-Led Revival April 6-9.

DeWayne Howard of Athens 
will speak and, along with his 
wife, Natalie, lead the music.

■ Woodmont Baptist 
Church, Nashville, is holding 
its second annual Women’s 
Conference April 19. The

theme is “The Many Hats 
Women Wear.” Speak­
ers include Debbie 
Alan, former co-host of 
“Talk of the Town,” a 
TV talk show produced 
in Nashville. Also 

speaking is Gracie
Rosenberger, a musician who 
will speak about her struggle 
to overcome a near-fatal acci­
dent. For more information, 
contact the church at (615) 
297-5303.

■ New Salem Church, 
Soddy Daisy, held a youth re­
vival March 9-11 at the re­
quest of two youth leaders. 
Christy Price and Susan Coin, 
who lead a puppetry and dra­
ma group, asked their pastor, 
Ted Painter, to pray about the 
need for a youth revival. Soon 
the event was planned. Andy 
Wood of First Church, Hixson, 
spoke. The theme was “Where 
Are You?” Many youth and 
adults made spiritual deci­
sions, including several who 
made initial commitments to 
God.
r ............

associations
__________________

■ A Tri-State Crusade will 
be held April 13-17 in coopera­
tion with Cumberland Gap 
Association. Lincoln Memori­
al University Tex Turner Are­
na in Harrogate is the site. 
Leaders include John Hagee, 
evangelist of Houston, Texas, 
and Steve Russo an author of 
materials for youth. The inter­

denominational event targets 
three counties in three states, 
including Claiborne County in 
Tennessee.

■ The Bible Training Cen­
ter of Harrison Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy, Seymour, 
presented certificates of com­
pletion to three graduates of a 
four-year course of study Feb. 
22. Austin Moore, associate 
pastor, Valley Grove Church, 
Ball Camp, Knoxville; W.C. 
“Andy” Davis of Severville, and 
Tim Eddleman of Knoxville, 
earned the certificates. For 
more information on the train­
ing center and its next session 
of classes which begin March 
2, call (423) 573-8321.

■ Union University, 
Jackson, has begun its first 
international program through 
a relationship with the first 
private, church-related college 
in Spain. Located near Valen­
cia on the Mediterranean 
coast, the Spanish school is a 
Baptist-related college. Most 
instruction is in English. The 
program will include the ex­
change of students and in­
struction by Union instructors 
at the Spanish school.

■ White Station Church, 
Memphis, honored Joe D. Lit­
tlefield March 22 for his 34 
years of service as its pastor. 
He will retire March 30.

■ Calvary Church, Lenoir 
City, has called Mike Wilson 
as minister to students, effec­
tive Feb. 3. Formerly he was 

youth pastor, Buffat Heights 
Church, Knoxville.

■ George Hollander has 
been called as pastor of Im­
manuel Church, Knoxville, ef­
fective March 9. Formerly he 
was interim pastor, First 
Church, Lobelville. He also has 
served as minister of educa­
tion, West Jackson Church, 
Jackson, and as a bivocational 
pastor in three churches in 
West Tennessee.

■ First Church, Lafayette, 
has called Wayne Jamison as 
pastor, effective March 30.

■ First Church, Obion, 
will hold revival April 6-9. 
Jack Price, pastor, Fairhaven 
Church, Olive Branch, Miss., 
will speak and Barry Keathley, 
Second Church, Union City, 
will lead worship. For more in­
formation, call the church at 
(901)536-5911.

■ Beverly Hills Church, 
Memphis, honored Garry S. 
Burkacki, pastor, for 20 years 
of ministry March 23. The 
church also has called Joe 
Barnett as minister of senior 
adults. He will be ordained by 
the church on May 4.

■ Paul Lasley, interim 
pastor, Bridgewater Church, 
Bridgewater, N.J., has been 
called as chaplain of the U.S. 
Army, effective in March at 
Fort Polk, La. He has been en­
dorsed by the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board. The na­
tive of Soddy Daisy is a gradu­
ate of the U.S. Military Acade­
my, West Point, N.Y.; Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in 
Illinois; and Princeton Theo­
logical Seminary in New Jer­
sey. His military service in­
cludes serving in the Sinai, in 
Desert Shield, and in Desert 
Storm.

Tennessee 
samplers

'Larry Flynt is the man'
By Tommy Vinson, pastor
Leawood Church, Memphis

The “Family Issues Alert” published 
by Focus on the Family recently asked 
the question: “How do you turn a man 
described as ‘evil,’ ‘obnoxious,’ ‘taste­
less,’ and ‘repulsive’ into an American 
hero?”

The answer is simple: Let Hollywood 
make a movie about his life. Larry 
Flynt is the man. “The People vs. Larry 
Flynt” is the movie.

In my estimation, our culture is 
stooping to an all time low when some­
one like Larry Flynt becomes a hero in 
any arena of public life. Since when 
does the denigration and abuse of 
women and the distorted lampooning of 
human sexuality qualify one for hero 
status?

I suppose I shouldn’t be surprised 
that critics are enamored with the 
theme of free speech, but show utter 
disregard of the other social implica­
tions of such a movie. What I don’t un­
derstand is why there is not a greater 
outcry from women who resent being 
made sexual objects at the expense of 
one man’s insistence on free speech. 
This is truly an example of a “your free­
dom to swing your fist ends where my 
nose begins” issue.

In the v < vds of Larry Flynt’s own 
daughter: “The movie legitimizes 
pornography, and it says to our soci­
ety and to oar culture that everything 
he’s done is OK.” She confirms that 
the movie contains lies about her 
father. Her summary statement is...

“This man is no hero!”
In a culture dying for want of heroes, 

I had rather have none than some of 
those we are presently choosing.

My hero is one who relinquished his 
right of free speech, went to a cross 
and died for me, when in reality he 
could have opened his mouth and pro­
claimed me guilty and worthy of hell. 
Now that’s the stuff real heroes are 
made of! ■

Beyond Monday cares
By Cal Cooper, associate, pastoral care 
Grassland Heights Church, Franklin

A speaker recently said, “The aver­
age man is not worried about whether 
or not he is going to heaven or going to 
hell. What he is worried about is what 
is going to happen when Monday morn­
ing comes.”

We can make a lot of noise about 
what we should be worried about and 
what wj should be doing with our life.

but the truth is that we are compelled 
to spend most of our time and efforts 
just “keeping up.” All we can usually do 
is to break even on time, money, rela­
tionships, and God.

Maybe we can improve on this situa­
tion. Maybe we can work it out to give 
more time to the Lord, and to spend 
more time in prayer. If we are going to 
do this, however, we have to put our 
mind to it. We must make a plan, and 
then we must carry this plan out 
through hard discipline. We don’t just 
“float” closer to God!

If we will just look for them, there 
are many things within our reach that 
can help us deepen our spiritual lives 
and walk closer to our God. For exam­
ple, we can join a Sunday School class, 
start a daily Bible study, restart our 
daily prayer efforts, or find someone in 
need and help them.

Be aware, however, that the cares of 
Monday morning always will be around 
to distract us. Then decide to get with 
Jesus as often as you can. You won’t be 
disappointed. Life will be better. ■
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Ministers' wives haunted by high expectations
By Ken Camp
For Associated Baptist Press

CEDAR HILL, Texas — A 
“phantom of the perfect minis­
ter’s wife” haunts women who 
are married to pastors and oth­
er ministers, said Nancy Ford, 
new president of the Texas 
Baptist Ministers’ Wives Fel­
lowship.

“She has unlimited time 
and energy. She can do every­
thing for her family and her 
church. She can cook all the 
meals for the sick. She can see 
every need and meet every 
need,” said Ford, whose hus­
band is minister of education 
at First Church, Corsicana, 
Texas.

The group’s secretary, Lila 
Guerra, described expectations 
of a minister’s wife: “Be holy. 
Be proper. Be perfect. Be able 
to do everything. And don’t 
talk too much.”

The minister’s wife must be 
friendly to everyone, “and 
make sure she smiles at every­
one on Sunday morning,” 
added Julia Brock, second vice 

Magnum Transportation
“Bus Sales, Service, 
& Refurbishments”

1228 Lakeview Dr.
Franklin, TN 37067 

(615) 790-8990 FAX (615) 790-8989 
“Your Transportation Solution"

president for the fellowship. 
But she dare not be so close to 
anyone within the congrega­
tion that she seems to be ex­
cluding others.

About 300 women attended 
an annual retreat for minis­
ters’ wives sponsored recently 
by the Baptist General Con­
vention of Texas and Texas 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

One panel des< ribed the 
challenge faced by i minister’s 
wife of “plugging in ’ to church 
life without “burning out.”

One conference participant 
described her role as “unpaid 
associate pastor.” Another said 
that she went to i church 
where she was “expected to do 
everything,” including acting 
as wedding director for every 
marriage ceremony at the 
church, to another congrega­
tion that was so protective of 
her family time that she felt 
unable to use her spiritual 
gifts.

Churches can help minis­
ters strengthen thei? families, 
said Dick Maples, coordinator 
of minister and church rela­

tions for the state convention. 
He offered several suggestions:

(1) Honor the minister’s day 
off. Limit phone calls to emer­
gencies.

(2) Give the minister a 
weekend off every quarter. 
Once every three months, give 
the minister a Thursday 
through Saturday respite in 
recognition of the many Satur­
days that he conducts wed­
dings and funerals and han­
dles emergencies.

“This shouldn’t be counted 
as vacation. It’s just rest and 
family time,” he said. “The 
minister and his family give up 
so much of their family time in 
order to minister to the congre­
gation. The church can give 
back some of that time.”

(3) Let the minister’s chil­
dren be children. “Don’t expect 
the minister’s children to be 
paragons of virtue,” Maples 
said. “Children are children. 
The minister’s children are no

Attn: Youth Ministers
Let us help you plan your 

next mission trip. Retreat 
setting on the world’s most 
beautiful beaches. Afford­
able prices, cater or cook-in 
to save. A ministry of First 
Baptist Church, Panama 
City Beach, Fla. Call (904) 
234-0488.

different from the rest of the 
children in the congregation.”

(4) Affirm the minister’s 
children. “The children will get 
enough flack at school over be­
ing the preacher’s kids. The 
church should be different. 
They don’t need to encounter 
that kind of critical, negative 
attitude there,” Maples said.

(5) Be sure the minister’s 
salary is adequate. “Be realis­
tic about what is really salary 
and what are legitimate busi­
ness expenses,” Maples said. 
Auto and book allowances 
should be considered separate­
ly from salary, he said. “Some 
churches are very unrealistic 
about what they count as part 
of the minister’s salary. It is 
unethical and unfair for 
churches to do that.” ■

Come on!
Retired pastors, 
staffers and 
denominational 
workers and 
spouses. It isn’t 
long, and it isn’t 
far. to the

1997

Special education 
retreats planned
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Camp 
Carson and Camp Linden will 
be the sites for the annual 
spring retreats for persons 
with mental retardation, 
their parents and caregivers, 
church special education 
workers, and church staff. 
Dates are April 11-13 for Lin­
den and May 30-June 1 for 
Carson.

A chaperone is required 
for every four or fewer per­
sons. The cost is $48 and reg­
istration is needed by March 
28.

For more information, call 
the TBC Christian Growth 
and Development Group, 
sponsor of the weekends, at 
(615) 371-2054. ■ 
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Celebration
By Donna Wright

Focal Passage — Matthew 28:1-10, 
16-20

This week we look at the single most impor­
tant event in history, and the foundation of the 
Christian faith, the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.

Have you ever had to make burial arrange­
ments for someone you loved? My precious 
mother, with whom I shared all my joys and 
tribulations died suddenly last year. I went to 
the funeral home and helped my dad pick out 
flowers and a casket. My heart was broken and 
it was truly the very saddest day of my life. It 
didn’t seem real, until I viewed her body for the 
first time.

It was a moment I had dreaded all of my 
adult life.

Matthew 28:1-20 tells the story of how the 
women who were going to the tomb discovered 
that Christ was risen. That Sunday morning, 
as they walked, they were probably talking 
about this very thing. They were grieving their 
friend, just like we would. Maybe tears were 
streaming down their cheeks as they knew that 
they would come face to face with his death as 
they prepared his body for eternal rest.

We must keep in mind that all of the people 
who first found out that Jesus was alive, 
thought that he would never have let it come to 
his death. They knew, after seeing his many 
miracles, including the raising of three others 
from the dead, that he could have stopped this 
tragedy.

Imagine what it must have been like for 
them to be told by the angel that Jesus was 
alive!

Matthew 28:5-7 says: “The angel said to the 
women, ‘do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is 
not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come 
and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: he has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him. Now I have told you.’ ”

I wonder how I would react if an angel came 
to me to tell me my mother was alive, or ap­
peared to you to tell you a loved one that you 
had lost, was alive. I can only dream of that 
and imagine the joy.

That is how the women felt. Joy, awe, fear. 
They knew all of this was supernatural, beyond 
human understanding.

And, as they ran to tell the others, as they 
had been ordered by the angel, they ran into 
the Lord, himself.

Now, they could see for sure that he was liv­
ing.

There is more to the story of the resurrected 
Christ. There is our part of the resurrection.

Matthew 28:19-20: “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every­
thing I have commanded you. And, surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.”

We are to tell others about Christ. This is 
our part.

Let us tell all who will listen what Jesus did 
for us.

Let us rejoice, not only this Sunday, but 
everyday, that Christ is risen. Celebrate. ■ — 
Wright is a member of First Church, Newport.

The resurrection hope
By Mike Shelton

Focal Passage — Matthew 28:1-10; I 
Thessalonians 4:13’18

“Jesus has risen from the dead.” That marvelous 
message was first proclaimed on the Sunday morning 
following Christ’s crucifixion. The truth of that mes­
sage rocked the circle of disciples who were gathered in 
fear inside the city of Jerusalem. Within just a few 
years, it had rocked the entire Roman empire. It still 
has the same life-changing power today. The Scriptures 
for this week lay the foundation for our faith in the 
Lord who conquered death and in the hope we have for 
eternal life.

Christ’s resurrection (Matthew 28:1-10). This is 
the basis for everything we believe and do as Chris­
tians. All of the Gospel writers depict it as happening 
in miraculous fashion. The angel of the Lord came upon 
the scene and rolled away the large stone from the 
door. The first witnesses to the great event, Mary Mag­
dalene and the other Mary, were addressed by the an­
gel and told to tell the disciples the good news. As they 
made their way back to the city, Jesus himself ap­
peared to them. They had seen him die just a few hours

Family Billie

before. Now they were seeing him fully alive and in his 
glorified state. He truly was Master of life and death. 
They grabbed his feet and did not want to let go.

The certainty of a risen and living Lord is what gives 
our Christian faith the vitality and strength it has. Yet, 
while the empty tomb is proof of Christ’s resurrection, 
the fact that we have met the risen Lord for ourselves 
is just as great a piece of evidence. The women saw the 
empty tomb, but it was when they actually met Jesus

Be involved
By Howard Kitter

Focal Passage — 
Matthew 28:1-7, 

16-20
At least once in everyone’s life 

as a Christian God sends someone 
along that requests your personal 
involvement in a specific ministry. 
You will weigh all options best 
you can, and make a choice of 
whether or not to involve yourself. 
Some will feel that what is placed 
before them is worthy of their 
time and involvement. While oth­
ers will feel that it is a worthy 
close but they simply can’t give 
t lair time. Almost inevitably, 
vhen great things begin to hap- 
pm from the hand of God, instead 
of great joy and excitement, there 
is always a small voice in your 
mind saying, “I wish I would have 
involved myself in that ministry.” 
That is probably the saddest thing 
that a believer goes through in 
their life — missing a great oppor­
tunity to enter into a ministry 
with the Lord.

This lesson should help all of 
us to get involved at God’s invita­
tion to join him in ministry.

Ministry motive and call — 
(vv. 1-7)

Kingdom ministry is birthed 
frcm only one seed bed, and that 

Explore i
Eesson

seed bed is obedience out of love 
for the King. While preparation 
and planning are all used of God. 
these things fall hamstrung if 
they are not acts of obedience 
from a personal love relationship 
with the King. I fear that many 
believers today have an incorrect 
view of their value to the King 
and his kingdom work. We some­
times sense that because we lack 
great degrees or maybe we don’t 
know other great men and women 
of God we cannot be used in a 
great way in the kingdom. I want 
you to know that the only degree 
that is absolutely necessary for 
kingdom work is a B.A. degree, 
that’s Born Again. While it is very 
true that God calls some to pursue 
a higher education and he uses 
them in ways that are great, his 
army is made up of those carrying 
the B.A. degree. I want you to see 
that the very ones that God used 
to herald the resurrection of Jesus 
was none other than two faithful 
women who simply loved Jesus. 
This is the basis and heartbeat of 
every great ministry, people who 
love Jesus. It is also important to 
know that greatness is in the obe-

they knew he had 
truly risen from the 
grave. Have you met 
the risen Lord for 
yourself and experi­
enced his love and 
grace? Ask him to be­
come real to you and he 
will. And once he has, you will never want to let go of 
him.

The resurrection of believers (I Thessalonians 
4:13-18). Paul emphasized the return of Christ in his 
preaching to the Thessalonians. In this passage he 
speaks in some detail about Christ’s coming and what 
it means for believers. He mentions the fact all believ­
ers will experience resurrection at the return of Jesus. 
Since many people in the ancient world had very little 
hope for life beyond death, these words must have 
proved to be very comforting and helpful. The message 
seems to be that, since Jesus has risen from the dead, 
those who believe in him will be blessed in similar fash­
ion.

It is said that a man once asked three different peo­
ple what Easter meant to them. One of them was a 
small child who said it meant the Easter bunny would 
bring him a large basket full of candy. The second per­
son was a teenager who said, “It means Christ rose 
from the dead.” The third person was a man in his six­
ties. He thought about Easter for a moment and then 
said, “It means that I’ve only begun to live.”

Amen. Death is not the end for the Christian. Be­
cause of Christ’s resurrection, we have the very sure 
hope of life beyond the grave. The Lord who conquered 
sin and death will return for each of his children. No 
believer will be left behind. All Christians will know 
the thrill of having conquered death through Christ. 
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” ■ 
— Shelton is pastor of Bellevue Church, Nashville.

dience to the call, not the 
amount ministered to in 
the call. Love for the King 
is not only the motivation 
for ministry, it is also the 

key that helps us to become in­
volved in ministry of the King. 
Actual call to kingdom work —

(vv. 16-20)
The whole of the Cooperative 

Program is hinged on obedience to 
these very verses. This call is for 
every kingdom citizen to obey. 
God has called every Christian to 
be involved in kingdom work. 
Methods may vary, but the mes­
sage is still the same. The call is 
both general and specific at the 
same time. Everyone is to go. 
Generally speaking whoever you 
are and where you are, go.

Specifically speaking, teach, 
baptize, and disciple. There is not 
a greater call to mankind than 
this call from the heart and 
mouth of Jesus.

Ask Yourself: How have I per­
sonally responded to the great call 
to kingdom work in my own life. 
Do I actually involve myself in 
kingdom work, or do I simply give 
so others can accomplish kingdom 
work? What does Jesus say about 
that?

Be involved! ■ — Kitter is pas­
tor of First Church. Bethel Springs.
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SEBTS trustees 
ok campus plan
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. — An 
architectural firm and South­
eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary administrators un­
veiled a “Preliminary Master 
Plan” aimed at meeting the op­
erational and educational 
needs of the school through the 
next decade.

The plan, approved by 
trustees at their annual spring 
meeting, is designed to accom­
modate the seminary’s contin­
ued growth according to projec­
tions that put student 
population between 
3,000-4,000 over 
the next five to 10 
years. For the near 
future, student 
population is ex­
pected to reach 
2,000 by the turn 
of the century.

Seminary Presi­
dent Paige Patter­
son said the prelimi­
nary plan endorsed by trustees 
is not a pie-in-the-sky wish 
list.

“I’m not planning that all 
this be accomplished by next 
year, but I am planning that 
we get under way with it,”

Share Christ’s Love

John 3:16

“For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, 

but have everlasting fife."

114
- <tU

A

Patterson said.
Future plans include a new 

student center and a new, larg­
er library, and student hous­
ing, a critical present need. ■

NOBTS to offer 
formal training in 
women's ministry
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary has become the first 
Southern Baptist seminary to 
offer formal, 
specialized 
training in 
women’s min­
istry, a bur­
geoning area 
of local church 
ministry as 
women on 
church staffs or KELLEY

volunteers meet the needs of 
women.

Unique features of the pro­
gram, begun March 17, include 
both its format and structure, 
according to NOBTS President 

Chuck Kelley.
The format is a 

certificate program, 
allowing women 
without a college 
degree to take the 
women’s ministry 
courses, as well as 
women who have a 
seminary degree, 
but have had no op­

portunity to special­
ize in their field of min­

istry, Kelley told seminary 
trustees March 12.

Another unique feature is 
the structure of the program, 
designed to allow women to 
commute for short periods of 
time. Classes will be offered

Give
Through

Cooperative 
Program 

during convenient three-and 
five-day academic workshops, 
as opposed to semester- or 
term-length classes, over a 
two-year period. Class may be 
taken for academic credit or as 
continuing education classes.

Kelley’s wife, Rhonda, devel­
oped the concept for the pro­
gram and, with Chris Adams, 
Baptist Sunday School Board 
women’s ministry enrichment 
specialist, played a major role in 
creating the first textbook just 
released by the BSSB publish­
ing arm Lifeway, Women Reach­
ing Women: Beginning and 
Building a Growing Women's 
Enrichment Ministry. ■

NOBTS trustees 
adopt largest 
budget in history
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — Trus­
tees of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, during 
their annual spring meeting 
March 10-12, reactivated the 
position for an executive vice 
president and approved a 
record $11 million operating 
budget.

Mark R. Foley, a 10-year 
staff member at the seminary, 
was named executive vice pres­
ident following approval from 
trustees to restore the office 
which has been vacant the 
past six years.

The new budget is a 5.9 per­
cent increase over the current 
year’s budget and is the largest 
in school history. Included in 
the budget were a new fee 
schedule, rent charges, and 
salary information. The new 
matriculation fee will be $850 
per semester for the semi­
nary’s undergraduate, mas­
ter’s, and non-degree pro­
grams.

In other action, trustees 
elected one new faculty mem­
ber — David M. Howard Jr., 
associate professor of Old Tes­
tament and Hebrew. He has 
been associate professor of Old 
Testament and Semitic lan­
guages at Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School, Deerfield, Ill., 
since 1990. ■

Luncheon for 
ministers' wives 
to encourage
Baptist Press

DALLAS — On-site counsel­
ing and two hours of encour­
agement will be the main fea­
tures of the 1997 Southern 
Baptist Ministers’ Wives Con­
ference during the annual 
June meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention here.

With the theme “Singing in 
the Rain,” the 42nd annual 
luncheon will focus on “the 
minister’s wife most longed-for 
need: encouragement,” said 

Delores Taylor of Gainesville, 
Ga., president of the confer­
ence.

Main speakers will be Dixie 
Lusher, a popular speaker­
mentor, and Dennis Swanberg, 
known in Southern Baptist cir­
cles as “The Minister of En­
couragement.”

A first-time feature of the 
conference will be on-site “indi­
vidual counsel for women who 
may be experiencing difficulty 
or distress in their lives,” Tay­
lor said. Counseling will be 
provided by eight staff mem­
bers of LeaderCare, part of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board’s 
pastor-staff leadership depart­
ment.

Tickets ordered by May 21 
are $18 per person and may be 
obtained by sending a check 
and self-addressed stamped 
envelope to the group’s trea­
surer, Peggy Walker: 409 Tri­
cia Lane, Elizabethtown, Ky., 
42701. Make Checks payable 
to the SBC Ministers’ Wives 
Conference.

After May 21, tickets will be 
$20 per person and may be 
purchased at the SBC near the 
messenger registration site 
through Monday night, June 
16. ■

CBF missionary 
shot in Albania
Associated Baptist Press

TIRANA, Albania — A Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship 
missionary was shot March 13 
while trying to leave strife-torn 
Albania.

Debbie Ayres, a CBF mis­
sionary since 1993, was hit by 
a stray bullet in the back of the 
head in the Albanian port city 
of Durres as her family and 
other Christian workers tried 
to leave the country’.

The report of her injury in­
dicated it was not life-threat- 

y ening. ■

Boyce students 
help start 18 
black churches
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — When 
Willie McPherson, director of 
the Home Mission Board’s 
black church extension divi­
sion, identified 17 U.S. metro­
politan areas with at least 
400,000 African Americans, he 
knew what to do, and he 
turned to his co-worker, Robert 
Wilson, to get it done.

Wilson, in turn, contacted 
Bob Johnson dean of Southern 
Baptist ’rheological Seminary’s 
Boyce Bible School, to see if 
they could develop “a fast-tract 
program for training black 
church planters.”

Wilson began working with 
the Boyce staff to design six 
one-hour courses to be offered

Register now for 
SBC child care
Baptist Press

DALLAS — Registration 
for on-site child care for 
preschool children of out-of- 
tow'n messengers to the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
annual meeting, June 17-19, 
here is now being accepted.

A registration form is 
available by writing to SBC 
Preschool Child Care, c/o 
First Baptist Church, 1707 
San Jacinto Place, Dallas, 
Texas, 75201, Attn: Pat 
Gilbert. Included with the 
registration form will be 
sessions available and med­
ical forms.

Child care fees will be $8 
per session. Each registra­
tion form must be accompa­
nied by a non-refundable 
deposit of 50 percent of the 
anticipated cost.

Parents are advised to 
register promptly; registra­
tion will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Preschool 
child care will be held in the 
Dallas Convention Center, 
site of the 1997 annual 
meeting. ■ 

in the pilot project. Six states 
embraced the idea, and in Jan­
uary 1996, Wilson began coor­
dinating the classes through 
Boyce’s off-campus center in 
Atlanta.

In March Wilson reported . 
that students in the six pilot 
projects had planted 18 
churches. “It cost us about one- 
third of the money to plant 
those congregations as opposed 
to the traditional method of 
planting churches,” Wilson 
said. ■

KBHC picks 
new president
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE — Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children 
has chosen William Smithwick 
as new president of the state’s 
largest private provider of resi­
dential services for abused and 
neglected children. He will as­
sume the post in late April.

He currently is assistant ex­
ecutive director for programs 
and administration at Virginia 
Baptist Children’s Homes and 
Family Services, where he has 
worked 10 years. ■

Page Kelley dies
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE — Page Kel­
ley, who taught at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
from 1959-92, died March 13 
after suffering a recent heart 
attack. He was 72. Kelley also 
authored 10 books. ■
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