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Board won't move, camps campaign seeks $5 million
By Wm. Fletcher Allen 
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Relation­
ships, finances, leadership, a 
$5 million fund raising cam­
paign for Camp Carson and 
Camp Linden, and affirmation 
of TBC colleges were among 
main topics at the Executive 
Board, Tennessee Baptist Con­
vention, Sept. 5 meeting here.

The fund raising campaign 
for the camps will be aimed at 
individuals, said the report.

Results of a Site Feasibility 
Committee report given by for­
mer Executive Committee 
member Russ Dunham, recom­
mended that the Executive 
Board Baptist Center not be 
moved from its Brentwood site 
on Maryland Way.

The report, which was ac­
cepted by the board, came from 
a study of several months, ini­
tiated after Maryland Way was 
widened by City of Brentwood, 
and taking more frontage from 
TBC property (for which the 
board is being compensated).

James Porch, Executive Di­
rector of the Executive Board, 
reported that Cooperative Pro­
gram giving was down in Au­
gust, but is higher than last 
year’s receipts at this time. 
(See full report on this page.)

Board members overwhelm­
ingly approved recommenda­
tions on renovation of Camp 
Carson and Camp Linden, and 
turned back by a large margin 
a motion from the Executive

TBC gifts ahead of last year
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Ten­
nessee Baptists’ gifts to the 
Cooperative Program dipped 
in August, but remain ahead 
for the year.

August receipts totaled 
$2,028,368, compared to 
$2,635,369 given last year at 
the same time.

Year-to-date CP receipts 
total $24,558,097, up 
$464,677. or 1.93 percent over 
the same time last year.

The month, however, end­
ed on a Sunday which means 
gifts normally received in Au­
gust will be counted among 
September receipts, accord­
ing to Tennessee Baptist 

Committee that would have es­
tablished a Unity Bridge Com­
mittee to study relationships 
within the TBC.

The proposed unity commit­
tee would include Herbert Hig­
don, current TBC president, 
and eight former presidents 
named by him. The committee 
would “examine thoroughly the 
question of relationships and 
unity and the matter of board 
and committee appointments 
and report back to the Ten­
nessee Baptist Conventon in 
1998.”

After the motion was defeat­
ed, board members relieved 
the Executive Committee from 
further action on the subject.

The idea, presented by Paul 
Durham, pastor of Radnor 
Church, Nashville, at an earli­
er meeting, had been referred 
to Executive Committee.

The Executive Board unani­
mously approved a resolu- 
tion/motion of affirmation of 
the convention’s three colleges.

The motion was presented 
by the board’s educational 
committee, chaired by Ray 
Newcomb, pastor of First 
Church, Millington.

Newcomb said the schools 
were a source of pride for Ten­
nessee Baptists and deserve 
“our strong support.”

The resolution affirmed “the 
administration, faculty, and 
staff of Belmont University, 
Carson-Newman College, and 
Union University as being 
committed to a wholesome ex­

Convention Executive Direc­
tor James Porch.

During the Sept. 5 Execu­
tive Board meeting Porch told 
board members Tennessee 
churches are continuing to 
give good support to the Co­
operative Program.

He noted there are 15 
more churches giving to the 
CP this year than last and 
that about 1,400 churches 
have increased their giving 
over last year.

Porch said CP receipts for 
the year could be between 
$29.5 million and $30 million.

“We’re thankful we have 
this good report to share with 
you this year,” Porch told 
board members. ■

NEW OFFICERS for the Executive Board are, from left: Reed 
Dixon, Sweetwater, recording secretary; John Holland, Knoxville, 
vice president; and Michael Smith, Memphis, president. — Photo 
by Connie Davis

pression of the Christian faith, 
character, and commitment.”

The action also urged Ten­
nessee Baptists to support the 
colleges and “directly contact 
them with any concerns or 
questions” at any time.

The Executive Board unani­
mously approved the resolu- 
tion/motion which will be pre­
sented to the annual TBC ses­
sion for November ratification.

Michael Smith defeated Ken 
Hubbard in a close vote for the 
presidency.

Smith, pastor of Second 
Church, Memphis, and mem­
ber of the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship’s coordinating 
council, was nominated by 
Frank Hawkins, Kingsport.

Hubbard, former TBC presi­
dent and pastor of First 
Church, Smyrna, was viewed

Survey team returns from Poland
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — A South­
ern Baptist Convention Disas­
ter Relief Assessment team to 
determine Southern Baptists’ 
response to severe flooding in 
many areas of Poland and 
Eastern Europe were sched­
uled to return Sept. 10 to Ten­
nessee, according to Tim Bear­
den, state Disaster Relief di­
rector.

Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief clean-up and recovery 
teams will be enlisted and sent 
over the next several weeks to 
Poland through the TBC Mis­
sions Awareness and Involve­
ment Group and Partner- 
ship/Volunteer Missions Team, 
Bearden said.

The assessment team in­

as more conservative by some 
board members. He was nomi­
nated by Larry Gilmore, Gal­
latin pastor.

John Holland, pastor of 
Salem Church, Knoxville, was 
the only nominee for vice pres­
ident; Reed Dixon. Sweetwater 
attorney, was re-elected 
recording secretary.

Eugene Cotey, retired pas­
tor of Murfreesboro, is current 
president and ineligible for an­
other term. Smith is vice presi­
dent. The new leaders take of­
fice after the Nov. 11-12 annu­
al meeting in Jackson.

Two years ago, David 
George, pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, was defeat­
ed for the presidency after dis­
cussion in which the board was 
reminded by a member that Im- 
—See Board won't, page 3 

cluded the TBC’s Terry Sharp. 
They toured the Wroclaw area 
of Poland Sept. 2-9 where re­
covery is continuing from July 
floods. The TBC will conclude 
a three-year partnership with 
Poland in December.

Doug and Marcie Shaw, 
SBC missionaries to Poland, 
already are filing projects with 
Sharp.

Food staples are being re­
quested for the area. Food pro­
duction for this year is not 
only a loss, but also for the 
next three-four years until the 
soil recovers.

Interested individuals, 
churches, or teams, willing to 
help in Disaster Relief in 
Poland may contact the Part- 
nership/Volunteer Missions 
Team at 1 (800) 558-2090. ■
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August SBC CP giving 
down; fiscal year still up
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Southern 
Baptist Convention Coopera­
tive Program receipts declined 
more than 11 percent over last 
August while year-to-date re­
ceipts totaled more than 4 per­
cent over the previous year, ac­
cording to Morris H. Chapman, 
SBC Executive Committee 
president.

August 1997 receipts to­
taled $11,598,190, compared to 
$13,101,189 last August, a de­
crease of $1,502,998 or 11.47 
percent.

For the SBC’s fiscal year, af­
ter 11 months, CP gifts totaled 
$141,493,038, compared to the 
same period last year of 
$135,935,202, an increase of 
$5,557,836, or 4 percent.

Designated gifts for the 

Groups seek to help wives of Promise Keepers adjust
By Sarah Zimmerman
For Associated Baptist Press

BOULDER, Colo. — As Promise Keep­
ers head for Washington, D.C., next 
month to “Stand in the Gap” for the na­
tion, a growing women’s movement is try­
ing to keep wives from standing in the 
way of their husband’s new-found enthusi­
asm.

The Oct. 4 “Stand in the Gap” rally will 
focus on repentance and confession, draw­
ing its theme from Ezekiel 22:30 which 
says God looked for someone to “stand be­
fore me in the gap on behalf of the land so 
I would not have to destroy it.”

Promise Keepers is better known, how­
ever, for challenging men to be the spiri­
tual leaders in their families. Conflict can

150th anniversary celebration
White Haven Church, Memphis, began a year-long celebration 
of its 150th anniversary Sept. 7. The theme of the celebration is 
"Let The People Rejoice." The morning message was delivered 
by Ronnie Wilburn, director of missions, Shelby County Associ­
ation. Joining in the excitement for the kick-off day and celebra­
tion events were, from left, Ralph Thomason, minister of music; 
Mike Flowers, Jenine Riddle, Norma Gordon, anniversary com­
mittee members; Pastor Jim Meredith; and Jack Day, anniver­
sary committee member.

month of August totaled 
$3,502,780, compared to last 
year’s month of $3,071,865, an 
increase of $430,914 or 14.03 
percent. For the 11 months of 
this year, the designated totals 
are $139,099,299, compared to 
last year’s total of 
$136,201,883, an increase of 
$2,897,416, or 2.13 percent.

For the SBC’s Program Allo­
cation Budget, the August to­
tal was $489,600 short of the 
required monthly figure of 
$12,087,791 or 4.05 percent. 
However, for the year to date, 
the budget has been surpassed 
by $8,527,330 from the re­
quired budget figure of 
$132,965,707, or an increase of 
6.41 percent.

The SBC CP total includes 
receipts from individuals, 
churches, state conventions.

arise when a woman has assumed that 
role, and her husband returns from a 
Promise Keepers rally ready to take 
charge.

“The men are so pumped up after a ral­
ly,” said Cheri Bright of Boulder, Colo. 
“But many women will say, ‘I’ve seen this 
before.’ They don’t think it will last. They 
want men to be the spiritual leader, but 
it’s hard for them to let go because they’ve 
done it for so long.”

Lori Beckler of Wichita, Kan., agreed 
that a newly zealous husband can create 
conflict at home. “Every husband-wife re­
lationship is unique, but in a iot of cases, 
the man might not have been the spiritual 
leader. He comes home (from a Promise 
keeper’s rally), and she doesn’t know if it’s 
for real.

Writers meet new SBC agency head
Bob Reccord, center, seated, president of the North American 
Mission Board, spoke with several Tennessee Baptists attend­
ing an Aug. 14-16 conference at NAMB offices in Alpharetta, 
Ga., for writers of missions education materials for children 
and youth. Participants, from left, were Susan Word, Bellevue 
Church, Cordova; George Siler, Faith Church, Memphis; 
Melissa Hill, Colonial Hill Church, Southaven, Miss, (near 
Memphis), and Fred and Jo Ann Heifner of First Church, 
Nashville.

Bright and Beckler each lead women’s 
organizations created in response to 
Promise Keepers. Bright’s organization is 
Suitable Helpers, based here, while Beck­
ler and her husband, Bob, lead Heritage 
Keepers in Wichita.

Labeled Promise Keepettes by the New 
York Times magazine, the groups plan 
conferences and workshops to help women 
relate to their Promise Keeper. Both 
groups have conferences scheduled this 
month. Heritage Keepers also has one 
slated for Nov. 1 in Portland.

Bright’s message to women whose hus­
bands are eager to become spiritual lead­
ers is, “Trust in the Lord. With the Lord, 
it will last. Nothing you can do will 
change your husband. Take your hands off 
and pray.” ■

Baptist youth sings at Diana's funeral
Baptist Press

LONDON — Jonathan Kirk, 
12-year-old son of Southern 
Baptist missionaries Tom and 
Carolyn Kirk, was selected as 
one of 24 members of the West­
minster Abbey boys choir that 
performed at the Sept. 6 funeral 
service of Princess Diana.

Wagon train, camp
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Ten­
nessee Equestrian Ministry will 
hold a Wagon Train and Camp 
Meeting in West Tennessee 
Sept. 21-23, according to Jerry 
Reynolds, Equestrian Ministry 
coordinator for the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention.

The event will begin Sept. 21 
at 6 p.m. at Good Hope Church, 
Adamsville, with a covered dish 
supper, followed by a camp 
meeting. The wagon train will 
proceed the next day to First

Kirk’s parents, now serving 
in Porto Allegre, Brazil, former­
ly served in northern England.

Kirk was invited to study at 
the Westminster Abbey Choir 
School and he remained in Eng­
land after his parents moved to 
Brazil. He was visiting in Brazil 
when he was called and asked to 
consider returning to sing. ■ 

meeting planned 
Church, Bethel Springs, for a 
covered dish supper and camp 
meeting, beginning at 6 p.m.

The wagon train will move 
Sept. 23 to Mount Gilead 
Church, Bethel Springs, for a 6 
p.m. covered dish supper and 
camp meeting.

All horseback riders, wagon 
and buggy riders with mules 
and horses, and others interest­
ed in equestrian fellowship are 
welcome to join the wagon train.

For more information, call 
Lloyd Watkins at (901) 645- 
6752. ■
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In West Tennessee near Memphis

Electrical fire destroys African American church facility
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

ROSSVILLE — 
Gospel Light Church 
here was destroyed 
by fire during the 

earlymorning hours of Sept. 5. Offi­
cials ruled Sept. 6 the fire was caused 
by some faulty wiring.

The facility, used by First Church, 
Rossville, until 1995, included an origi­
nal structure built about 100 years ago 
and several additions on a one-acre site.

The church building is not one of 
eight African American church build­
ings in Tennessee which have been 
damaged by arson or suspected of such 
since Jan. 1, 1995. According to a re­
cent report in USA Today, 64 African 
American churches across the country 
fall into this category.

Because of a possible link to arson 
activity against African American con­
gregations, government officials ar­
rived to investigate within hours of the 
fire, including representatives of the 
FBI and Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire­
arms Agency.

Pastor Les Sanders, who lives near 
the church, was awakened by respond­
ing fire trucks, but was unable to res­
cue anything. Firemen had difficulty 
protecting neighboring homes, which 
also were damaged, reported Bob 
Campbell, director of missions, Fayette 
Association, and Howard Bickers, min­
ister of missions, Kirby Woods Church, 
Memphis, the congregation’s sponsor­

ing church.
The facility was fully insured by the 

Memphis church, noted Bickers.
“Everybody is relieved it’s not arson- 

related,” Bickers said.
“Our members are upset and shak­

en,” Sanders said. “They will be as 
strong as I am,” he added, noting he is 
“depending on the Lord for strength.”

The congregation has ties with sev­
eral Baptist groups. Just two years ago 
First Church, Rossville, decided to relo­
cate and chose to try to start the first 
Southern Baptist African American 
congregation in Fayette County.

The Rossville congregation chose to 
discount the cost of its facility so it 
could be used by such a congregation. 
Campbell, who was assisting the 
Rossville church in the effort, contact-' 
ed Tennessee Baptist Convention Ex­
ecutive Board ministries, which re­
ferred him to Kirby Woods Church, 
Memphis.

The Memphis church is a part of the 
Key Church program of the North 
American Mission Board which encour­
ages congregations to start other con­
gregations. It agreed to sponsor the 
African American congregation.

Shelby Association and TBC Execu­
tive Board ministries supported the ef­
fort by providing monies for the build­
ing and a pastor’s salary.

The effort also was assisted by mem­
bers of First Church, Rossville, who vis­
ited people in the community with 
Sanders, who was called as pastor. 
Members of Germantown Church do­

nated comput­
ers and other 
items.

The 40-mem- 
ber congrega­
tion will need 
help from its 
Baptist friends 
now, agreed 
both Bickers 
and Campbell. 
Campbell not­
ed Sanders 
lost office and 
library items 
such as ser­
mon notes, 
Bibles, and 
books. Mem­
bers have lost 
tools for min­

PASTOR LES SANDERS, right, of Gospel Light Church, points to 
the remains of its charred building as Howard and Arleen Bickers of 
Kirby Woods Church, Memphis, views it.

istry and less practical but important 
things such as the beautiful stained 
glass windows in the sanctuary, he 
added.

The Kirby Woods Church congrega­
tion responded to the disaster by invit­
ing and transporting members of the 
Gospel Light congregation to a previ­
ously scheduled revival at the Memphis 
church beginning Sept. 6.

Kirby Woods members showed con­
cern with gifts of money, used to replace 
immediate needs such as eyeglasses 
and van keys, said Bickers, who also is 
an instructor at Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Memphis.

Kirby Woods Church members are 
committed to the Gospel Light congre­

gation, said Bickers.
Both Bickers and Campbell agreed 

the Rossville congregation is needed be­
cause it is training people in its com­
munity in computer skills and provid­
ing tutoring for children in addition to 
other ministries. It can start other 
African American Southern Baptist 
congregations, desperately needed in 
surrounding counties, said Bickers.

“We’re going to stand behind them,” 
he stated. And as people work together, 
the disaster might be used by God for 
good by bringing revival, he added.

As for Sanders, “I’m sure things will 
be brighter when the church is rebuilt.” 
B&R — Lonnie Wilkey contributed to this 
story.

Board won't move, camps campaign seeks $5 million ...
— Continued from page 1
manuel had hosted a CBF meeting.

In Friday’s meeting, there was no 
discussion of CBF connections before 
the election. However, when the board 
discussed the Unity Bridge proposal, 
Bill Sherman, pastor of Woodmont 
Church, Nashville, said that such a 
committee study would “magnify our 
differences, not our pluses.”

Sherman said he was “troubled” by 
a letter sent to TBC pastors from some 
pastors in eastern Tennessee, stating 
“all we need to do is to have a majority 
at the state convention for two years, 
and we can take over the convention, 
and change the liberal teaching in our 
colleges.”

“We don’t need this,” he said, “it’s no 
one’s business church to church, we 
have soul freedom.

“They threaten to remove people 
from this building, and from our col­
leges. ... it’s time to set aside the 
takeover stuff.”

Sherman apparently referred to let­
ters mailed by a group headed by Guy 
Milam and Charles Bailey, two Chil­
howee Association pastors. Their aim, 
stated in mailouts and meetings, is to 
move TBC bylaws toward giving the 
president more authority in naming 
committees.

Jane Hardaway echoed Sherman’s 
remarks in speaking against the mo­
tion. She said ... “We’ve become divi­
sive, and are going to split” if care isn’t 
taken.

There were suggestions about fund­
ing the committee, but there was no 

statement of support before the vote 
was taken and the motion lost.

Concerning the camps, the board ap­
proved: a lock and key conference cen­
ter/camp project not to exceed $10 mil­
lion, to develop a basic design limited to 
the costs, to begin an Involvement Cam­
paign to raise $5 million in cash, $1.5 
million in volunteer labor and donated 
materials, and to report progress to the 
1998 convention and ask permission to 
begin construction.

The relocation feasibility report by 
Dunham was thorough and offered sev­
eral reasons for the Baptist Center lo­
cation to remain at its current Brent­
wood site.

Dunham said the committee ad­
dressed traffic flow in the immediate 
area, relationship with the City of 
Brentwood, present and future efficient 
use of the Brentwood property, employ­
ee needs, and access to the Baptist 
Center by Tennessee Baptists.

He said that a majority of employees 
live within a comfortable driving range 
of the Baptist Center and that was a 
major concern for not moving.

He added that the Brentwood prop­
erty had probably peaked in its value. 
He said that the property itself is ex­
tremely valuable, but that the building 
is not conducive to use by potential 
buyers. Thus, there would not be suffi­
cient funds from a sale to relocate — 
without financing part of the construc­
tion.

Dunham admitted that while traffic 
at peak hours is “tough to handle,” em­
ployees and guests to the building have 

adjusted as well as possible.
He noted that, “We need to redefine 

entrances and make adjustments for 
handicap spaces.”

His committee recommended that 
the Executive Board maintain the pres­
ent Baptist Center in Brentwood, and 
that “monies received from the sale of 
the easement property be used for the 
refurbishing and remodeling of the 
present Baptist Center.”

Both recommendations were ap­
proved by the board.

In other actions the board voted:

RECOGNIZED FOR TENURE during the meeting were, from left. Bob Hall, collegiate 
ministries specialist, University of Tennessee - Knoxville. 20 years: Doris Clark, Com­
munication Services. 20 years; Sandra Garner, Church Staff Leadership, five years; 
Gayle Ingram, Missions Awareness and Involvement, ten years: and Wm Fletcher 
Allen, Baptist and Reflector. 10 years.

— to allow Belmont University to 
raise its debt ceiling to $35.6 million.

— to recommend to the annual con­
vention a Cooperative Program budget 
for 1997-98 of $30,105,515.

— to approve an updated and re­
vised version of association supplement 
program guidelines.

— to approve the position of 
Youth/Adult Missions Awareness Spe­
cialist and for the administration to be­
gin the selection process.

— to change its December meeting 
to January. Be-R
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Missions Awareness and Involvement Group

TBC group ‘practices what it preaches’
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Members 
of the Missions Awareness and 
Involvement Group of Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention’s 
Executive Board ministries 
talk about missions but they 
also participate in missions 
work.

On one work day they paint­
ed walls at Woodcock Baptist 
Center, Nashville, to “practice 
what they preach.” Staff mem­
bers also have spent hours or­
ganizing the about 4,000 shoe 
box gifts which have been pro­
vided by Tennesseans for Cos­
ta Rican children at Christ­
mas. A similar project last 
year involved food boxes for 
North Korea.

“If we’re talking about mis­
sions, we need to be involved 
in missions. These were ways 
for us as a group to live out 
what we’re talking about,” said 
Tim Bearden, group leader.

Their service also is a way 
to model the work of volun­
teers, which their work is 
heavily dependent upon, said 
Bearden.

Relies on volunteers
The Missions Awareness 

and Involvement Group relies 
on volunteers who conduct dis­
aster relief efforts, serve as 
missions leaders in their 
churches through Woman’s 
Missionary Union and Broth­
erhood organizations, and par­
ticipate in missions work 
around the world.

The group members see 
their roles as helping these 
volunteers, explained Bearden.

“Our ultimate goal is for all 
Tennessee Baptists to be in­
volved in some way in mis­
sions,” he stated.

“Many folks are willing to 
go. Our task is to train them so 
they can go,” he said.

With a task that targets the 
one million Tennessee Bap­
tists, the group members man­
age their assignment by divid­
ing it into four areas — WMU, 
Baptist Men’s Ministries, Part- 
nership/Volunteer Missions, 
and Collegiate Missions.

These areas of work allocate 
some of the group’s work into 
age or gender groupings. The 
team approach fosters organi­
zations such as WMU and 
Brotherhood, added Bearden, 
and supports the auxiliary sta­
tus WMU holds with the con­
vention. But the teams work 
closely together on projects 
and in their ministry areas, 
added Bearden.

Functions of work
To remain focused on their 

overall work, the Missions 
Awareness and Involvement 

Group has 
identified 
five group 
functions. 
They 
strive to 
provide 
ministry 
opportuni­
ties, devel­
op mis­
sions edu­
cation, fos­
ter net­
works of 
missions 
volunteers, 
lead train­
ing of vol- 
u n t e e r s , 
and devel­
op prayer 
support 
systems.

Group 

> Tim Bearden — ministry 
specialist/group leader
> Dianna Hughes, Marcia 
Knox — ministry assistants

SORTING SHOE BOXES filled with Christmas gifts for Costa Rica children prior to ship­
ment are group ministry specialists, from left, Rodney Wilson, Tim Bearden, Amanda 
Day, Vickie Anderson, and Carrol Kelly. Some 4,000 shoe box gifts have been supplied 
by Tennesseans. Not pictured are Terry Sharp, Bob Davison, and Glenda Palmer.

members have had to adjust 
some of their work in the area 
of providing missions educa­
tion and training because of 
the reorganization of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
These readjust­
ments have re- x" 
quired extra ( , 
flexibility on 
their parts as 
Brotherhood 
Commission 
staff in Mem­
phis, where 
Bearden worked 
for eight years, 
closed that oper­
ation and trans­
ferred 
work 
North

their V 
to the 
American

&ffatetrits
> Executive Leadership
► Christian Growth Development
> Missions Awareness & Involvement
> Evangelism/Missions Strategies
► Church Staff Leadership 
► Communication Services 
> Administrative Services

Mission Board in Alpharetta, 
Ga.

Another function which has 
been a focus of the group’s 
work is the fostering of net­
works. The staff works to net­
work such groups as nurses, 
construction volunteers, and 
Acteen Activators, members of 
the WMU missions organiza­
tion for teens who accept mis­
sions projects around the 
world. They also network col­
lege students through Baptist 
Student Unions.

A major part of their work 
is training. Such training is of­
fered in regular ministry 
areas, but also,for disaster re­
lief volunteers, criminal justice 
ministry workers, and Partner- 
ship/Volunteer Missions work­
ers. This final group of volun­
teers are participating in part­
nerships with Baptists in 
Canada, Michigan, Costa Rica, 
and Poland. The three-year re­
lationship with Poland will end 
this December, and may be re­
placed with a Tennessee/Cario- 
ca Convention (Brazil) Baptist 
Partnership. (The TBC annual 

meeting will act on this in No­
vember 1997.)

Personal word
Bearden returned to state 

work when he joined TBC Ex­
ecutive Board ministries in 
1995. He served the Georgia 

Baptist Conven-
tion for six 
years.

“It’s exciting 
to help people 
realize their 
call to mis­
sions, whether 
it’s as a volun­
teer or voca­
tionally. And 
it’s exciting to 
help people re­
alize that there 

are ministry op­
portunities that 

come our way daily,” said 
Bearden.

The group “has a strong 
commitment to missions — 

MINISTRY ASSISTANTS who are part of the group are, from left, first row, Carol Davidson, Andrea 
Walkup, Kim Huff, and Dianna Hughes: second row, Gayle Ingram, Dene Mashburn, Marcia Knox, 
Bernie Baker, and Carol Growden.

missions awareness and mis­
sions involvement. They are 
both strongly committed as in­
dividuals, as well as through 
their positions,” said Bearden.

One measure of that was 
their reaction to their work at 
Woodcock Center, noted Bear­
den. After their day of paint­
ing, some of the group mem­
bers seemed to have more 
paint on them than they put 
on the walls, Bearden joked, 
but they decided to participate 
in a similar project soon. And 
they agreed although they still 
must complete their regular 
job assignments, he added.

“All of us feel the call to 
missions,” Bearden concluded. 
B&R - This story is the fourth 
in a series on Executive 
Board ministry groups formed 
by the reorganization of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion ministries staff in Novem­
ber 1996.

Group 
members

Woman’s Missionary 
Union Team
> Carrol Kelly — ministry 
specialist/interim director, 
WMU
> Vickie Anderson, Aman­
da Day, Glenda Palmer — 
ministry specialists
> Carol Growden, Gayle In­
gram, Dene Mashburn, An­
drea Walkup — ministry as­
sistants

Men’s Ministries Team
> Bob Davison — ministry 
specialist
► Carol Davidson — min­
istry assistant

Partnership/Volunteer 
Missions Team
> Terry Sharp-—ministry 
specialist
> Kim Huff — ministry as­
sistant

Collegiate Missions 
Team
> Rodney Wilson — min­
istry specialist
► Bernie Baker — ministry 
assistant



Did they really find Eve’s footprints?
>**** volution. The theory that can’t be 

A* proved entirely is still on the wit- 
Az ness stand.

But let’s leave the meaty dis­
cussions to the “experts,” and 

briefly explain why we believe in the cre­
ation story as it’s told in the Bible.

About three weeks ago, the world was 
told that the footprints of Eve “may have 
been” discovered near the shore of a 
coastal lagoon in South Africa. News me­
dia told us about the new revelation. Na­
tional Geographic magazine which has re­
ported similar finds before, supported the 
research. The discovery is given coverage 
in the current edition.

A television special further ballyhooed 
the find. The National Geographic Society, 
and the magazine, have consistently re­
searched the early beginnings of mankind.

Be that as it may, the magazine did not 
present its case for Eve very well. The ar­
ticle was littered with words such as “may 
have,” “could have,” “probably,” “possibly,” 
and so on — when explaining how the 
footprints of‘"Eve” were made and the evo­
lutionary linkage with modern mankind.

That is strange for an event so positive, 
at least in theory. We looked in biblical 
concordances for references to words such 
as probably, possibly, perhaps, could have. 
They appear in the entire Bible only a few 
times, and don’t relate to anything about 
God’s creation.

On the other hand, when the writer of

Keeping your feet on the ground, head in clouds
I am 

so indif­
ferent to 
the bless­
ings of 
God that 
s o m e - 
times he 
almost 

has to chase me down to remind me that, 
yes, that was a blessing — not a coinci­
dence.

Ah, Lord, I readily admit that you often 
have shaken me to remind me who I was, 
who I might have turned out to be, and 
who I am now— because of Jesus.

In my life, and perhaps in others, bless­
ings sometimes accompany other bless­
ings. For example, the job may be a bless­
ing, all you ever dreamed of doing. And 
then God just tosses in additional bless­
ings because you have the job.

Last week I observed a milestone of 
sorts, the tenth anniversary of the day 
God put me to work for Tennessee Bap­
tists. When I looked back then, before 

Genesis explains the creation, simple 
verbs of action are used. There is no 
equivocating, no speculation, no “per­
haps,” just words such as “Let there be 
light,” “God made,” and God said it was 
good. He gave the first couple (who be­
came the first parents) names. He 
breathed life into them, he cherished them 
and gifted them with knowledge to reason 
and choose.

It’s difficult to believe that the first hu­
mans made by God did not have mental, 
physical, and spiritual capacities as de­

Life's lessons sometimes are hard
It’s been a full week since the tragic 

death of Diana, Princess of Wales. It 
seems impossible that so many words and 
pictures could be disseminated in so short 
a time.

Such deaths of the rich and famous at­
tract the best and worst of feelings. There 
is no way to assess the damage done, the 
deep-felt personal sense of loss by family 
and so many others. Her own short life 
was tragic, and she cared about people.

Let’s look at another life, lived long and 
full, also ending in death the same week.

She was not beautiful, Mother Teresa. 
She assuredly was not rich. But without a 
doubt, millions of people in India, who 
never knew the Princess, will mourn deep 
and long for the Mother.

leaping southward from Maryland, there 
was time to pause and reflect. I do so now.

The hardworking Allen clan blessed me 
with a love for the land, for God, and for 
each other. My parents gave us a strong 
work ethic — which incorporated joy into 
daily living.

Farm work was never easy, but in 
those days it was hardly mechanized at 
all. I think working and playing on the 
farm, two years of Army duty, plus two 
years on a daily newspaper staff, prepared 
me well for 37 years of working with Bap­
tists.

I have worked as an editor for my alma 
mater, Furman University. I have put in 
31 years with three state Baptist papers 
covering four states.

That’s where I am now. After 17 years 
in South Carolina, my native state, four in 
Maryland/Delaware, I’ve just completed 
10 with Tennessee Baptists.

The blessings which some call serendip- 
ities, have been heaped upon the blessings 
of working with God’s people called Bap­
tist. In newspaper language, you have the 

scribed in the Bible. Refer to Genesis 1, 
John 1, and chapters from Job — to draw 
an accurate portrait of God at work, as 
well as the majesty of his creating and his 
creation.

The story about the discovery described 
Eve as “a hypothetical female” but never 
mentioned the Eve created by God.

Biblical references cause problems with 
the evolution theory. The truth and power 
aren’t enough for some. The “missing link” 
must be in the heads of some theorists — 
and not lost somewhere. WFA

just for 
today EJ
by Fred Wood, 
pastor emeritus, 
Eudora Church, 
Memphis .

Mother Teresa spent almost 70 years 
walking and living and nurturing among 
the outcasts, the abject poor, the hopeless 
hordes of Calcutta and India.

We will never know the thousands 
upon thousands of lives she touched in the 
name of Jesus Christ. She was not 
plagued by heartless photographers. 
Though she had her own following and 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her humanitarian lifestyle, the world at 
large knew little about her.

Tiny, but abounding in grace and ener­
gy, she was adopted by the people of In­
dia, gained Indian citizenship, and be­
came a role model for those who care 
about others. Somehow, her death touches 
us, but it is not tragic. WT4 

main story, and you can have one or more 
sidebars to amplify the main story’.

That’s the way my life has been. The 
sidebars of my daily life and work have 
been as good a gift as the main thing. God 
is responsible.

Every experience of a Christian life 
helps us to grow — and I am no exception.

Because of my assignment as editor or 
similar title, I have been blessed many 
times over. I have met people in their 
homelands of Canada, Costa Rica, 
Venezuela, the Philippines, Brazil, 
Poland, Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya, Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan, Italy, and Switzerland.

And I have experienced the warm love 
of Jesus Christ in the hearts and lives of 
those people. Until we met we had been 
strangers. But the relationships last.

The days ahead will be just as bright. 
The road has not changed.

I am thankful for all the partnerships I 
have been privileged to participate in, all 
the churches and people who reached out.

This is a wonderful life; I’m grateful.

Start with a smile
Ronald: “When my doctor 

operated on me, he said he 
would have me walking in 
three months.”

George: “Did he succeed?’
Ronald: “You bet he did. 

With what he charged me, I 
had to sell my car to pay it.” 
Take this truth

The financial aspect of a sit­
uation always has a sobering 
effect on us.

The price tags of life are 
“real” and determine to a large 
extent our decision to pur­
chase or not to purchase.

Consider also the “price 
tags of sin.” Paul speaks of its 
wages as death. Goethe said, 
“Choose wisely. Your choice is 
brief, yet endless.”
Memorize this Scripture

Then when lust has con­
ceived, it brings forth sin, and 
sin, when it is finished, brings 
forth death. —James 1:15
Pray this prayer

Lord help me to evaluate 
every decision in life on the 
basis of “How will the imple­
mentation of this decision af­
fect the future of my life?” ■

Wte ©aM
“The person filling the most 

menial job in a Christian insti­
tution is just as important as 
the one filling the highest 
post. Jobs may be rated, but 
not the people who fill them. 
They are all of infinite worth 
in the sight of God and should 
be equally respected in the at­
titudes of Christian leaders.” 
— James L. Sullivan, Baptist 
Polity as I See It, Broadman 
Press, Nashville, 1983.

Six descriptions that tell us about the family
An assignment 

to my marriage and 
family class recent­
ly started wheels 
turning in my 
mind. I asked the 

students to write a paragraph to describe the family.
While I was thinking about the assignment the 

acrostic of FAMILY came to mind.
Faithfulness, fidelity, and trustworthiness are the 

foundations of all family relationships.
With the egocentricism in our world today, it is dif­

ficult to help people understand that everyone in the 
family has to depend on the other members.

Achieved status is one of the marks of the family 
in our society.

I am husband and father because I chose to be part 
of a family. There is great status in family member­
ship despite current media disparagement of family 
value.

Monolith of society. The family is still the founda­
tion of our culture and society. As the family goes, so 
goes the nation.

When the family is not strong, the nation is weak 
or weakening.

Indelible bonds that last a lifetime are chief char­
acteristics of the family. I am a Barkley and a part of 
Roy Barkley’s family, whether or not the others like 

it. These are imperishable ties that transcend the 
troubles of life.

Loving and being loved unconditionally are two of 
those foundational distinctives of the family. God cre­
ated all mankind with the need to love and to be 
loved. This is most basically fulfilled in the family.

Yielding to the needs of each other is the final 
quality of that I assign to the family.

The family is the shelter in the storm, the harbor 
in the hubbub of life.

The family is the place where I am certain that 
they will care about what is going on in my life.The 
family provides the place where we share our lives in 
honesty and love. ■



Partnership
By Joy Hayes
For Baptist and Reflector

JEFFERSON CITY — After 
a year of intense effort plant- . 
ing churches, training Christ­
ian leaders in seminary, and 
ministering to university stu­
dents, even missionaries can 
use a spiritual boost.

So Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries to Costa Rica were 
ready when Carson-Newman 
College religion professors 
William and Carolyn Blevins 
led their spiritual retreat this 
summer.

The Blevins traveled to San 
Jose, the nation’s capital, as 
part of Tennessee Baptists’ 
three-year partnership with 
Costa Rica. The partnership 
encourages volunteers from 
Tennessee to fill missions

Kingsport layman unites area churches via Internet
For Baptist and Reflector

KINGSPORT — The Tri-Cities Religion 
Page is now online.

This new site on the Internet’s World 
Wide Web provides in a central location 
links to all area church web sites as well 
as a variety of related information and 
services.

Tennessee Baptist churches utilizing 
the service are First Church, Kingsport; 
Tri-Cities Church, Gray; University Park­
way Church, Johnson City; and First 
Church, Elizabethton.

The web site, located on the Internet at 
http.//www.brightridge.com/trireligion/), is 
the brainchild of Roger Hoover president 
of Brightridge Church Web Services and a 
member of First Church, Kingsport, where 
his wife, Susan, is organist/music associ­
ate.

“This area has always had a rich diver­
sity of religious experience, but there 
hasn’t been any central forum for informa­
tion, communication, or sharing of re­
sources,” Hoover observed.

“Thanks to the new technology of the 
Internet, the Tri-Cities Religion Page can

Hoover emphasized.
Computers and new technology are 

tools churches need to consider for min­
istry now and in the future, Hoover said.

Information on the Internet is a two- 
way street, Hoover stressed.

Not only can churches share informa­
tion to their members and a lost world, 
members can communicate prayer con­
cerns and other needs to the church via 
the Internet, he said.

“The Internet is another way of getting 
the message of Christ out.

“The Great Commission tells us to go 
throughout the world and preach the 
Gospel and that includes cyberspace,” 
Hoover said.

He observed that the Internet will be 
utilized by people with all kinds of mes­
sages to share, and some of those will not 
be positive.

“We shouldn’t surrender the Internet to 
people with other agendas.

“We should take hold of this and use it. 
The Internet can be a very powerful tool,” 
Hoover said.

And, whet’s more, he added, the church 
“can always be open” via the Internet. ■

Retreat planned 
for bivocational 
ministers, wives
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — A Bivoca­
tional Ministers and Wives Re­
treat will be held Sept. 26-27 at 
the Ramada Inn in Pigeon 
Forge. The cost is $75 per cou­
ple and includes lodging and 
three meals. „

Send name, address, phone 
number, church name, and the 
name of the association with ei­
ther $25 deposit (balance due 
upon arrival) or $75 full pay­
ment to: Ray Gilder, Bivocation­
al Ministries, TBC, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, Tenn. 37024. 
Make check payable to Ten­
nessee Baptist Convention. ■

takes C-N professors to Costa Rica
needs and serve in short-term 
roles in Costa Rica.

“The Blevins challenged us 
to think and feel and live in 
new and different ways,” said 
missionary Rick Lane, a C-N 
alumnus and former mission- 
ary-in-residence at the college.

“We are now much better 
equipped to see all that God is 
doing around us and to re­
spond positively to that divine 
activity.”

Among the group of about 
30 missionaries, four are Car­
son-Newman alumni — Lane 
and his wife, Laura, and Keith 
and Pamela Travis. Lane and 
Travis were religion majors 
and studied under the C-N 
couple.

Catalogs and brochures 
from Carson-Newman that the 
Blevins took to Costa Rica 

bring all these congregations together, as 
well as providing a guide to those seeking 
a home in which to worship,” he added.

The Internet can not only reach church 
members and the community-at-large, but 
the world as well, Hoover said. The Inter­
net “provides opportunities to share the 
Good News” of Christ, he added.

The web site provides hyperlinks 
arranged by both city and denomination 
to about 30 churches in the Johnson City, 
Kingsport, Bristol area that have their 
own home pages. In addition the web site 
provides links to major denominations 
and other religious organizations, reli­
gious news services, and search engines, 
Hoover said.

The Tri-Cities Religion Page is set up 
to make it easy for users to update it, 
Hoover said.

“We’ve provided forms so that visitors 
can add links to their own church’s web 
sites or another religious-related link sim­
ply by filling in the blanks online.

“We know there are other sites out 
there that we don’t know about yet, and 
expect new ones to be set up with increas­
ing frequency. We’re ready for them,”

Information available for Bible drills
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — In Tennessee this year 
1,396 boys and girls participated in the State 
Children’s Bible Drills, according to Liz Lee 
of the Christian Growth Development Group 
of TBC Executive Board Ministries.

The new "Bible Drill leaflets are available 
now from the CGD Group, local associa­
tions, or state Bible Drill coordinators, Lee 
noted. State coordinators are:

Eastern — Steve Peek, Knoxville, (423) 
671-5556; Martha Hoffimeister, Powell, 
(423) 938-8185

Southeastern — Linda Pittman, Hixson, 
(423) 877-6462

Northeastern — Cindy Georges, Morris­
town, (423) 581-6352

Central — Jeff and Kim Lake, Hender­

sonville, (615)824-6154
North Central — Linda Maynard, Spar­

ta, (615) 738-3249
South Central — Cyndi Cox, Manchester, 

(615) 723-2325
West/Shelby — Mary Buckner, Memphis, 

(901) 683-6231
Southwestern — Margaret Brown, Bells, 

(901) 663-3798
Northwestern — Marsha Higgs, Martin, 

(901) 587-9555
State coordinators are here to answer 

questions, provide resources, and assist as- 
sociational leaders in Children’s Bible 
Drills, Lee said. She encouraged churches to 
seek assistance.

“Together we will have another great 
year as boys and girls learn and hide God’s 
Word in their hearts,” she said. ■

sparked an interest among 
missionary kids and nationals, 
which could lead to more Costa 
Rican connections in the fture.

Tennessee Baptists have 
served Costa Rica in various 
capacities since the partner­
ship began in January.

“It’s difficult work getting 
leaders trained to create self- 
supporting churches,” said 
Carolyn Blevins.

“The missionaries’ long- 
range goal is to essentially 
work themselves out of a job, 
but it’s a long journey.”

Tennesseans who, like the 
Blevins, volunteer through the 
partnership are helping the 
missionaries of Costa Rica on 
the road to that goal.

“We all believe that God is 
sending spiritual awakening to 
Costa Rica,” said Lane, youth 

and music ministries consul­
tant for Costa Rica.

Because of that spiritual 
awakening was a natural 
theme for the retreat led by 
the Blevins.

Blevins focused on biblical 
models while his wife gave ex­
amples of renewal from histo­
ry. “In both cases these were 
stories or examples they had 
heard of before, but this re­
minded them again and creat­
ed new associations for them,” 
said Carolyn Blevins.

Blevins noted the mission­
aries were hospitable, respon­
sive, and appreciative of their 
efforts. “Everyone was very cu­
rious about the historical and 
biblical models,” his wife not­
ed. “We both had people who 
wanted to stay and ask ques­
tions and have discussions.” ■

Senior adults 
to gather in 
Pigeon Forge
For Baptist and Reflector

HUBBARD

BRENTWOOD — “Redeem­
ing the Time” is the theme of 
the annual Senior Adult Con­
ference to be held Sept. 16-18 
at Pigeon Forge’s Grand Hotel 
and Conference Center.

Bible study will be provided 
by Ken Hubbard, pastor of 
First Church, 
Smyrna, and 
former presi­
dent of the 
Tennessee 
Baptist Con­
vention.

Jim Graves 
of Pleasant 
View Church,
Clarksville, will lead the mu­
sic. A highlight will be a musi­
cal concert featuring Fes 
Robertson and Ray Conner, 
with accompaniment by Joyce 
Byrd.

Conference topics and lead­
ers include: Professional Lead­
ers, Robert Holley; Volunteer 
Leaders, Al Shackleford; Pre­
serving Your Life Story, Faye 
Brown; How to Live the Rest 
of Your Life, Howard Stevens; 
The Names of Jesus, Herbert 
Gabhart; Wills, Trusts, and 
Housing, Bo Childs and Kenny 
Cooper; and The Importance of 
Being You, John Tullock.

Registration fee is $12 and 
checks should be made 
payable to: Tennessee Baptist 
Convention, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, Tenn., 37024. 
Walk up registrations will be 
accepted.

Room reservations should 
be made directly with the 
Grand Hotel by calling 1 (800) 
362-1188 for individuals. For 
six or more in a group, call 1 
(800) 472-1188.

For more information about 
the conference, call Don 
Mauldin, TBC Executive Board 
Ministries, at (615) 371-2047. ■

ttp.//www.brightridge.com/trireligion/


Church with once bleak future now thriving
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

MCLEMORESVILLE — 
Just four years ago the future 
looked bleak for McLemores­
ville Church.

Attendance had dwindled 
into the 20s.

George Hill, director of mis­
sions for Carroll-Benton Asso­
ciation, recalled he preached 
there one Sunday with only 18 
people present.

“I was scared we were going 
to lose the church,” he said.

Yet, the members who re­
mained stepped out in faith as 
did a young minister and his 
family from St. Peters, Mo.

Ron Cox, his wife, Janette, 
and their two daughters at the 
time, Brittany and Chelsea, 
(they now have two sons as 
well, Ronnie and Anthony) left 
a full-time position with Gen­
eral Motors and a bivocational 
position as associate pastor of 
a church that ran 300-400 peo­
ple in attendance to accept the 
pastorate at McLemoresville.

“Before Ron came, he asked 
me if he had the faith to come 
and worked hard, and God 
blessed the church, would they 

MCLEMORESVILLE CHURCH has out­
grown its space at its present site here. 
Church members voted recently to buy 
13 acres of land for future growth.

Dl RECTOR OF MISSIONS George Hill, right, of Carroll-Benton Association 
surveys the house and land purchased by McLemoresville Church with Pastor 
Ron Cox. Plans are for Cox and his family to move into the house, freeing the 
church’s parsonage to be used for Sunday School space.

take care of him and his fami­
ly,” Hill recalled.

“I knew they would and 
they have,” he affirmed.

“He (Cox) came on faith and 
God has blessed that,” Hill 
added. “He wasn’t afraid to 
come and trust the Lord.”

Hill noted Cox “hit the 
ground running. He’s not lazy.” 
While ministering to the 
church and reaching people for 
Christ, Cox furthered his edu­
cation through seminary cours­
es at Union University and 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, where he will grad­
uate next spring.

“We prayed through the 
process and the Lord opened 
doors for us,” Cox recalled. Cox 
also learned that “if you don’t 
want God’s opinion, don’t ask 
him. We prayed about it and 
felt with peace about the deci­
sion to come.”

He agreed with Hill that it 
was a two-way step of faith.

“The church stepped out in 
faith because they couldn’t af­
ford it (a full-time pastor) and 
so did we. God has blessed us.”

Cox credits the support of 
the leadership at the church. 
“We have worked together 

well,” he said, noting 
the “church has re­
sponded when I have 
suggested something.”

He also is grateful to 
his wife, Janette, who 
was willing to leave her 
family in Missouri to 
follow God’s call to Ten­
nessee. Her response 
during that time of de­
cision was, “If the Lord 
wants you there, let’s 
go”

Four years ago the 
church had around 20 
in Sunday School, only 
two youth, and no chil­
dren.

The church now has 
a children’s group of 
about 50, 25 youth, and 
Sunday School atten­
dance averaged around

PASTOR RON COX stands in the pulpit of McLemoresville Church. 
Behind him is the theme of the church, which he credits for helping 
the church to more than quadruple its attendance in four years — 
C.A.R.E. (Care About Reaching Everyone) for Christ

125 in the spring and despite 
the summer season remained ' 
around 100. Cox anticipates 
having about 150 in Sunday 
School and around 200 in wor­
ship during the fall. The 
church has had about 50 bap­
tisms over that period includ­
ing around 20 this year.

In 1993 the church’s present 
building, located on about an 
acre-and-a-half as one enters 
McLemoresville, was more 
than big enough.

The church is now bursting 
at its seams. Recognizing the 
need members of the congrega­
tion voted unanimously Aug. 
31 to purchase a house and 13 
acres of land about a mile from 
the present site.

Immediate plans call for 
Cox and his family to move 
into the house as soon as possi­
ble and convert the parsonage 
adjacent to the church into 
Sunday School space, he said.

The church’s vision is to pay 
off the land and house 
($85,000) and build a multi­
use facility on the new proper­
ty. The church also would like 
to begin a Christian preschool 
at its present site, Cox added.

“It was a big step for our 
church to go out and buy the 
13 acres,” Cox said. He is 
grateful the church vote was 

unanimous. “Unity is 
the key. If we can be 
unified in this, God 
will bless that,” he is 
convinced.

How did the 
growth happen?

Cox noted the lead­
ership of the church 
caught a vision to 
grow and reach peo­
ple for Christ.

The potential for 
growth was there, 
Cox said. A primary 
school near the 
church has 400 chil­
dren, he said. While 
McLemoresville is a 
community of about 
300 people, the 
church is centrally lo­
cated between Mc­
Kenzie and Hunting­
don. “We’re reaching 

out to the county and tapping 
out on a broader scale,” Cox 
said.

One thing the church decid­
ed to do was to focus on build­
ing its children’s and youth 
programs, Cox said. “If you 
meet the needs of the kids, the 
parents will follow.”

The church intentionally 
has tried to reach out to fami­
lies of broken homes, the pas­
tor added, noting these are 
people with problems in their 
lives, but are wanting to find 
something for their children.

“If we supply something for 
the children that changes their 
life — Jesus Christ — the par­
ents pick up on that and want 
to be a part of it,” Cox said.

Visitation also has been a 
key to growth, Cox noted.

Once a month the church 
has a C.A.R.E. (Caring About 
Reaching Everyone) Night, Cox 
said, noting participation has 
ranged from 15 to 30 people.

Just as important, Cox said, 
is lifestyle evangelism. “Our 
people do a lot of outreach 
where they live. We encourage 
them to evangelize where they 
are,” he said.

Cox also has found promot­
ing high attendance days to 
be effective in increasing at­
tendance. One high atten­
dance day theme that has 
been particularly successful 
has been “Roundup Sunday,” 
Cox said.

Members are encouraged to 
invite friends and they can 
wear jeans or western gear, he 
noted. “We have to get people 
in the door to let them know 
what we have as a church.”

Cox also has worked hard to 
build relationships with peo­
ple. “If people know you’re a 
preacher, they know you want 
them to come to church," Cox 
acknowledged. “I try to be real 
with people and let them know 
I really care about them.

The foundation for every­
thing done in the last four 
years at McLemoresville, how­
ever, is God's Word.

“That’s what we preach and 
teach. That’s our measuring 
stick,” Cox affirmed. ■

Jackson to lead 
Belmont conference 
For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Richard

JACKSON

Jackson, interim pastor of 
Germantown Church, Ger­
mantown, and pastor emeritus 
of North Phoenix (Ariz.) 
Church, will lead a “Leading 
from the Pul­
pit" seminar 
Sept. 18 at 
Belmont Uni­
versity.

The semi­
nar, to be held 
from 10:30 
a.m. until 3 
p.m, is offered 
at no cost by Belmont’s 
Moench Center for Church
Leadership. A complimentary 
luncheon is provided.

The conference will offer 
proven, practical ways of 
“leading from the pulpit,” 
ideas of how other pastors 
lead, and more.

For more.information about 
the seminar, call (615) 460- 
5580.■

Partnership
Prayer Requests
September

10 —Praise God for the 17 Ten­
nessee volunteers from 
Loudon County Association 
who did construction work at 
Casa de Oracion Church in 
Costa Rica in August.

11 — Pray for volunteers Tom and 
Liz Lee and Steve and Millie Peek, 
who are teaching Leadership 
Training this week in Canada.

12 —Pray for missionaries in 
San Rafael de Guapiles, Costa 
Rica, who were recently chal­
lenged by parents for holding 
VBS in a local school. Mission­
aries Keith and Pam Travis 
and Ben and Susie Argil are 
now being harassed by the 
same parents who object to 
them living in the area. Ask 
God to have the victory.

13 —Pray for the Week of 
Prayer for State Missions this 
week in Michigan.

14 — Pray for Sunday School 
conferences in Michigan Sept. 
15-20.

15 —Pray for Faith Church, Sas­
katoon, Saskatchewan, Cana­
da, that is without a pastor.

16 —Praise God for the Mem­
phis team that has returned af­
ter teaching English as a Sec­
ond Language in Zyradow, 
Poland.
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Kentucky association bans churches with ordained women
By Mark Wingfield
For Associated Baptist Press

MUHLENBERG COUNTY, 
Ky. — A Kentucky Baptist as­
sociation has voted to remove a 
woman’s name from its official 
listing of ministers and given 
the church where she is a 
member one year to come in 
line with “the position of the 
association” against women’s 
ordination or be removed from 
membership.

The Aug. 28 vote marked 
the second time this year for 
Muhlenberg County Baptist 
Association to deal with con­
cerns about Angie Flack, an 
ordained pastoral counselor. 
She is a member of First 
Church, Drakesboro, Ky., 
where her husband, David, is 
pastor.

association’s executive board.
Flack was ordained by a 

North Carolina church several 
years before she and her hus­
band moved to Kentucky. The 
Drakesboro congregation knew 
of her ordination and has sup­
ported her ministry as a pas­
toral counselor, although she 
holds no official position with 
the church.

When the association gath­
ered information for its 1996 
Book of Reports, the Drakes­
boro church listed Angie Flack 
under the category of “or­
dained ministers other than 
pastors.” David Flack said not 
to list his wife’s name there 
would have been untruthful.

After the book was distrib­
uted at last year’s annual 
meeting, however, several

pastors objected to a woman’s 
name being included in the 
ministers’ listing and sought to 
have the Drakesboro church 
kicked out of the association.

Although the church has 
never ordained a woman, crit­
ics say the congregation should 
have denied membership to 
Flack because she is ordained.

The matter continued to 
simmer during the next seven 
months, with churches on both 
sides of the issue withholding 
contributions to the associa­
tion and one church leaving 
the association in protest of 
the way women are treated. 
Muhlenberg Association does

not allow women to serve as 
messengers.

Prior to this year’s annual 
meeting, several pastors 
mailed out letters pledging to 
raise the issue again.

The original motion was

the church has not “met the
position of the association.”

About 20 members of the 
Drakesboro church were pres­
ent. Many lined up to speak to 
and hug Angie Flack, who 
could not speak in her own de-

amended to read that any fense at the meeting because
church that “goes against the 
position of the association in 
the future on the ordination of 
women” automatically lose 
membership in the association 
and that FBC, Drakesboro, be 
placed under watchcare status 
for one year, and then be re­
moved from the association if

of the association’s rule ban­
ning women messengers. ■

SEE THE GREAT PASSION PLAY in Eu­
reka Springs. Ark! Super $33 Group 
package includes the best ($14.50) 
tickets, plus fun, lodging and meals! 
(Special $2 Sept.-Oct. discount w/ this 
ad). KELLER’S COUNTRY DORM RE­
SORT, (501) 253-8418.

In January, a motion to 
oust the church fell short of a 
required two-thirds vote by the

Classified
CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES: 
Broadmoor Church, Memphis, 
seeks full-time Director of Child­
hood Ministries. Send inquiries 
or resumes to Johnny Layton, 
Associate Pastor/Education, 
Broadmoor Baptist Church, 
3824 Austin Peay Hwy., Mem­
phis, TN 38128.

MUSIC POSITION: Salem 
Springs Church, a small, grow­
ing church in Murfreesboro, 
seeks bivocational minister of 
music. If interested, contact Lar­
ry Hayes at (615) 898-1239 or 
Sharon Lamb at (615) 896- 
5701.

Event Planner
The Baptist Sunday School 

Board is seeking an Event 
Planner for Ridgecrest Confer­
ence Center in the beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina. This newly created 
position will design, develop, 
and produce 25-30 enrichment 
events annually to meet the 
needs of our guests.

The successful candidate 
must have a bachelor’s degree 
with a preferred major in mar­
keting and five years of meet- 
ing/event planning experience. 
Must be creative and flexible 
with good communication and 
marketing skills. In-depth 
knowledge of Southern Baptist 
markets is strongly preferred.

If qualified and interested, 
please mail or fax your resume 
to:

Event Planner-Req. #398 
Human Resources Department

MSN 121
Baptist Sunday School Board, 

127 9th Avenue North, 
Nashville, TN 37234, or fax to 

(615) 251-5017.

Are your seniors tired of 
crawling over the HUMP? 
The solution is a i 5-passen- 
ger van with Center Aisle, 
Raised Roof. & Electric 
Step.

Call Today 1 (800) 726-1894.
ALL-TRANS, Co.

FOUR SEASONIC
J ESESE3SS3

Great for winter retreats, groups

(M2)-678-IOOO
4107 KJ
Claigc-w, Ky 42141

BAPTISTRIESX
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL F REE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA. TN 37415

Advertising Planner
Participate as a Advertising 

Planner for church music re­
sources. Ten years experience 
in planning, production, and co­
ordination of strategic advertis­
ing and promotion campaigns 
to churches and music dealers. 
Bachelor’s degree required and 
knowledge of Southern Baptist 
markets a plus.

If qualified and interested, 
please mail or fax your resume 
to:
Baptist Sunday School Board, 
127 9th Avenue North, MSN 
121, Nashville, TN 37234, or 

fax to (615) 251-5017.

For Sale
Used church pews, colonial white ends with dark stain trim, upholstered 
seats in a light gold, good condition, 28 pews 10 ft., 13 pews 15 ft., 2 
pews 4 ft., 2 pews 3 ft, 6 in., 2 pews 19 ft., 4 pews, 17 ft., 6 in., 2 pews 14 
ft., 6 in., 2 pews 12 ft., 1 pew 8 ft., 4 in.; pulpit/communion table/flower 
stand. Call Barbara Hunt, (D) (901) 665-6126; (N) (901) 749-5472.

Available in 20’ to 33’ models 
(12 to 36 Passenger, New and Used)

Church Buses
• We rent new buses!
• We buy used buses!
• Guaranteed buy back! 
Call Henry Headden 
Carpenter Bus Sales 

Brentwood, Tenn.
1 (800) 370-6180
1 (615) 376-2287

CAMPERS ON MISSION

FALL MINISTRY PROJECT
September 29-0ctober 3,1997
Painting Camp Carson Cottages

COM RALLY October 3-5,1997

Camp Carscn - Newport, Tennessee

For more information, contact Beverly Smothers 
TN Baptist Convention 

615/371-2044

Position Available
Fundraising and Marketing Associate Director for non-profit, urban 
Christian ministry; minimum 5 years experience in field; proven 
fundraising history; college degree; strong communication/organization- 
al skills; knowledge of Knoxville resources helpful. Resume: Emerald 
Ave. Urban Youth Foundation, 1620 N. Central, Knoxville, TN 37917.

“Leading from the Pulpit”
with Dr. Richard Jackson

Interim Pastor, Germantown Baptist Church 
Pastor Emeritus, North Phoenix (Ariz.) Church

A Seminar On Preaching 
and Leadership 

Thursday, Sept. 18 
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Includes a Complimentary Lunch 
Board Boom, Massey Business Center 

Belmont University

Jnspiration/lnstruction/Conversation
Welcome to those who want to translate 

vision into reality

Sponsored at no Registration Fee by the
Anna and Ernest J. Moench

Center for Church Leadership
■ Telephone: (615) 460-5580 

Fax: (615) 460-5582

Other seminars being scheduled on: Prac­
ticing Servant Leadership, Interpersonal

Skills, Time Management, Stress Manage­
ment, Shaping Change, and Transforming 

Conflict.

Park at Belmont Heights Baptist Church and 
ride the shuttle to Massey Center.
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■ First Church, Sparta, will 
hold revival Sept. 28 - Oct. 1. 
Jackie Kay, evangelist of Milling­
ton, will speak and Rush Harri­
son, minister of music and youth, 
First Church, Livingston, will 
lead the music.

■ Russwood Church, 
Springville, broke ground re­
cently for a new facility including 
a sanctuary. Otis Hinton, pastor, 
Temple Church, Paris, spoke dur­
ing the activities. Temple Church 
sponsored the congregation.

■ The Vacation Bible School 
of Mt. Harmony Church, No. 2, 
Riceville, drew 280 children, of 
which 16 made professions of 
faith.

■ Bethel Church, Green­
field, held revival in which nine

people made professions of faith. 
Benny Jackson, evangelist, spoke.

■ First Church, Green­
field, is building a new worship 
center.

■ Union Avenue Church, 
Memphis, will hold a financial 
seminar Oct. 4 led by Klink Cook, 
a member of the church. The focus 
will be on how to become debt-free 
and secure. For more information, 
call the church at (901) 726-0055.

■ Mouth .of Richland 
Church, Blaine, has given a gift of 
money to help a local African Amer­
ican congregation build a facility.

■ Sunnyside Church, 
Kingsport, is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary during September. 
On Sept. 14 activities include a 
Homecoming Day and High At­
tendance Day. Gary Jennings will 
speak. A luncheon and afternoon 
service will be held.

■ Grainger County Associ­
ation held a Vacation Bible 
School at a school facility. Seventy 
children participated and four 
made professions of faith. It was 
led by members of three churches 
in Bean Station — First Church, 
Barnard’s Grove, and Rock 
Haven.

NEW FRIENDS of members of Mt. Olive Church, South, Knoxville, 
are members and friends of Evergreen Church, Cadillac, Mich., 
from left, Terry Shepardson, Becky Farley, Lindsey Adams, Tyler 
Adams, and Leah Shepardson. The Michigan residents became ac­
quainted with the Tennesseans during a missions effort there re­
cently to support the Tennessee/Michigan Baptist Partnership. A 
team of 36 Tennesseans worked on the church facility, led a Bible 
school and recreation, and presented several musical programs.

■ Bob M. Polk, director of 
missions, Watauga Association, 
will retire Dec. 31. Polk, who has 
served since 1990, also led 
Lawrence County Association in 
this role and was a Southern 
Baptist missionary in Colombia 
for five years. Additionally, he 
has served as pastor of seven 
churches in Tennessee and North 

Carolina. Polk and his wife plan 
to retire in Elizabethton.

■ Steve Carpenter, associ­
ate pastor, Cherry Road Church, 
Memphis, has been called as pas­
tor of White Station Church, 
Memphis, effective Sept. 7. Car­
penter has served the Memphis 
church for two years. He also has 
been pastor of Russwood Church, 
Springville; associate pastor of a 
church in Texas; youth pastor at a 
Mississippi church; and youth 
ministry intern, Bellevue Church,

Cordova. He is a graduate of the 
University of Memphis and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas.

■ John F. Burleson, retired 
pastor of Lenoir City, and his wife, 
Thelma Noe, will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary Sept. 
14 from 2-4 p.m. in the Family 
Life Center of Dixie Lee Church, 
Lenoir City. Burleson has retired 
as pastor of the church.

■ Helton Springs Church, 
Rutledge, has called Dale Harris 
as pastor, effective Aug. 3. He was 
ordained by Holts Church, Mor­
ristown, Sept. 7. Harris is a bivo- 
cational pastor. He is branch 
manager, Citizen’s Bank, Bean 
Station.

■ Antioch Church, McDonald, 
has licensed Charles Carroll to 
the ministiy.
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Early hotel reservations 
advised for 1998 SBC
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — An adviso­
ry to make reservations early 
for the 1998 Salt Lake City an­
nual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention has little 
to do with Mormonism.

The city’s hotels are not as 
large as those in other cities 
where the SBC has met, said 
convention manager Jack R. 
Wilkerson, vice president for 
business and finance at the 
SBC Executive Committee. 
Thus, each official convention- 
related hotel will have fewer 
rooms available for messengers 
attending the June 9-11 SBC 
annual meeting, Wilkerson 
said.

SBC hotel registration will 
begin Oct. 1.

The SBC housing guide and 
request form is now available 
at state Baptist convention of­
fices and the Executive Com-

September edition of SBC 
LIFE, the Executive Commit­
tee monthly journal.

Beginning Oct. 1, reserva­
tions may be made by calling 
the Salt Lake City Convention 
and Visitors Bureau/Southern 
Baptist Convention Housing 
Bureau at 1-800-217-0002 or 
(801) 521-9025. Completed 
forms also may be faxed to 
(801)355-0250.

By mail, the forms must be 
postmarked Oct. 1 or after and 
addressed to SLCVB/SBC 
Housing Bureau, 90 S. West 
Temple, Salt Lake City, UT 
84101-1406.

Wilkerson also noted that 
official hotels in the airport 
area are less expensive and are 
located from two to six miles 
from the Salt Palace Conven­
tion Center.

A shuttle service will oper­
ate from both the airport and 
downtown areas,Wilkerson

/n [O^gyrevent

Kenya effort registers 34,226 decisions
Baptist Press

NAIROBI, Kenya — 
More than 34,000 people 
registered decisions for 
Christ after Southern Bap­
tist and Kenya Baptist vol­

unteers teamed up for two 10-day evangelism 
campaigns in western Kenya this summer.

The large response to the Gospel is expected 
to jump start Baptist work in a part of Kenya 
where Baptists are not well known.

The West Kenya Baptist Evangelistic Effort 
produced 125 congregations and 34,226 new 
believers, said Sam Turner, an associate direc­
tor in the International Mission Board’s volun­
teers department. The effort teamed up 258 
Southern Baptist volunteers, including some 
from Tennessee, with 844 Kenya Baptist work­
ers.

“Baptist work in Kenya is stronger in some 
areas than others,” said Turner, a missionary 
in Kenya for 25 years before joining the staff 
at the board’s Richmond, Va., headquarters. 
“Our goal was to start new churches, rather 
than get large numbers of decisions.”

But volunteers found people ready to open 
their hearts to Christ, he said.

“Kenya Baptists are a people of prayer,” he 
said. “Some of the volunteers who worked in 
the Bungoma area reported everyone they 
talked to wanted to accept Christ.

“When they asked why, they learned the 
Kenyans had fasted and prayed on a weekly 
basis for several weeks and then for three 
straight days before the volunteers arrived. 
They were just really spiritually prepared.”

Kenya Baptists were stimulated by pre-cru­
sade training and relationships developed with 
the Southern Baptist volunteers, said Bob 
Allen, one of about 15 IMB missionaries who 
worked with Kenya Baptist leaders to coordi­
nate the effort in 17 associations.

“Pastors and church members were trained 
in witnessing, and leaders of new preaching 
points and many new Christians were trained 
in basic principles of Christian growth,” Allen 
said. “Pastors and church members were en­
couraged by being with volunteers, seeing that 
time spent in evangelism is valuable, produc­
tive time.”

To minimize the strain of discipling new be­
lievers, each new preaching point was tied to 
an established “mother church” that will help 
with follow-up and provide ongoing support for 
the new work, Allen said. ■

mittee here. It also is in the added. ■

Women’s roles in state structure draw concern from Illinois ministers
Baptist Press

BENTON, Ill.— Several Illinois Bap­
tist pastors and two associational direc­
tors of missions have raised concerns 
about the role of women in the pro­
posed staff reorganization of Illinois 
Baptist State Association.

Nine ministers in the southern-Illi- 
nois Franklin Baptist Association 
signed one letter to the editor of the 
Illinois Baptist newsjournal, and a cen­
tral Illinois DOM sent another one.

The concerns center on IBSA Execu­
tive Director Bob Wiley’s plan to place 
women in two positions in a proposed 
new state convention staff structure.

Wiley has announced plans for Janet 

Craynon to be associate executive di­
rector and for Evelyn Tully to be facili­
tator for the service/ministry team. 
Craynon currently is director of the 
convention’s resource management de­
partment and Tully is director of 
Woman’s Missionary Union services, a 
position she would continue to hold in 
the new structure.

Citing verses in 1 Corinthians, 
Ephesians, Colossians, and 1 Timothy, 
the ministers’ letter from Franklin 
Baptist Association states women are 
not to be in authority over men. In an 
interview with the Illinois Baptist, two 
of the men, Jim Endsley and Jim Ker­
ley, said that injunction applies to min­
istry situations, not other areas. And 

they said they believe the proposed new 
IBSA structure puts Craynon and Tully 
in positions of authority over male min­
isters.

“We are people of the Book,” said 
Endsley, pastor of North Benton 
Church, citing the relationship of Bap­
tists to the Bible. “We need to remain 
people of the Book, and the Book says 
in many places that women are not to 
be in authority. I don’t know that I like 
that, but I can’t do anything about it. I 
can’t change the Scripture.”

“I agree with Brother Endsley,” said 
Kerley, director of missions for the 
Franklin association. “This is a scriptur­
al issue. This is not a preacher issue.”

Both men stated laypeople in the as­

sociation also have expressed concern 
over the plans for women to serve in 
the new IBSA positions.

Wiley said Craynon and Tully would 
not have authority over men. “The 
whole purpose of the restructure is to 
take away positional authority,” the ex­
ecutive director said. “The purpose of 
the restructuring is to flatten the lines 
of authority,” to puf in new ones.

In the proposed new structure, “ac­
tions can be taken by one’s own deci­
sion without upline approval, as within 
policy of the board,” Wiley said. “My 
commitment is to teams, where each 
member of a team has as much influ­
ence over the direction of the team as 
anyone else.” ■

Hawkins denies he's candidate 
for Annuity Board presidency 
Baptist Press

DALLAS — O.S. Hawkins, senior pastor of First Church, 
Dallas, and the Southern Baptist Convention’s Annuity Board 
both deny he is the nominee for president of the Annuity 
Board, although a Dallas newspaper says he is considering 
the position.

The Dallas Morning News, in its Sept. 4 edition, said 
Hawkins told his congregation Sept. 3 that “he might leave for 
another job — but he insisted that he had made no, decision.”

Although the newspaper did not identify what “another job” 
is, the newspaper did mention rumors concerning the presi­
dency of the Annuity Board, located in Dallas. The board is 
searching for a successor to retiring President Paul W. Powell.

Annuity Board officials told Baptist Press Sept. 4, “We have 
no information about any person who may be under considera­
tion as a possible presidential nominee. The presidential 
search committee has made no recommendation to the board 
of trustees, and the committee has no deadline for completion 
of its search and recommendation.”

The Annuity Board, with more than $6 billion in assets, is 
the world’s second-largest church pension fund. ■

Abstinence movement credited for teen sex decline
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Even be­
fore the federal government’s 
new sexual abstinence educa­
tion program goes into effect 
this fall, 1997 has been a good 
year for advocates of virginity.

In October the federal gov­
ernment will award grants to­
taling $50 million to states to 
teach sexual abstinence, an ini­
tiative supporters believe will 
help reverse the tide of teen 
sexuality.

Congress adopted the sexual 
abstinence education program 
as part of the 1996 welfare re­
form law. For the next five 
years, $50 million will be 
awarded to the states annually 
to provide sexual abstinence ed­
ucation, with the intention of fo­
cusing on groups most likely to 
have children outside marriage.

Survey results announced in 

May by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
showed the first recorded de­
cline in teenage sexual activity 
in 25 years. In a survey con­
ducted in 1995, 50 percent of 
unmarried women 15 to 19 
years of age said they had had 
sexual intercourse at least once. 
In 1990, the same survey found 
that 55 percent of women in 
that age group reported having 
had sex. Previous surveys found 
a steady increase in sexual ac­
tivity from 29 percent in 1970 to 
36 percent in 1974, 47 percent 
in 1982, ajnd 53 percent in 1988.

Meanwhile, another survey 
conducted in 1995 and an­
nounced by HHS in May report­
ed the percentage of unmarried 
men from 15 to 19 who said 
they had had sexual intercourse 
had declined to 55 percent from 
60 percent in 1988. The finding 
reversed a trend measured

ROSS

since 1979.
For abstinence advocates, it is 

at least an encouragement, if not 
a bold affirmation, their mes­
sage is having an impact, even 
before the government provides 
noteworthy 
help with its 
own program.

“I think it is 
interesting to 
note that the 
decline in 
teenage sexual 
activity began 
about the same 
time as ‘True
Love Waits’ and the broader ab­
stinence movement began to 
pick up steam,” said Richard 
Ross, the Baptist Sunday School 
Board youth ministry coordina­
tor who started the now-interna­
tional True Love Waits empha­
sis as a ministry for the young 
people in his own church. ■
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Life and Work Lesson

Only Savior
By James Hutson

Focal Passage — John 14:5-9a; I Timothy 2:5- 
6; I John 5:7-12

What does it mean to be saved? If you can’t 
swim and you are in water over your head, being 
saved means someone throws you a rope or jumps 
in the water and carries you to dry ground. If you 
are in financial trouble, you can be saved by your 
banker who approves your loan or a good friend 
who will loan you the money. If you are playing 
golf, you can be saved by a partner who makes the 
putt to win the hole.

All of these simple illustrations have in them 
the idea of rescue. Who is the one who can rescue 
you and me from spiritual bondage to sin? Now 
there are some people who refuse to acknowledge 
they are in bondage to sin. They will admit they 
have made a few mistakes — but not bondage to 
sin. They are living well — health is good, money 
in the bank — why do I need a Savior? Luke 19:10 
says of Jesus, “The son of man is come to seek and 
to save those who are lost.” The bottom line for 
every human being is that we need to be rescued 
from our sinfulness. And who can do that? Only 
Jesus because he is the one and only Savior. The 
Christian faith affirms that Jesus exclusively is 
the Savior.

Jesus said of himself that he is the way. 
Jesus shocks his disciples by telling them he is go­
ing away. To comfort his disciples at this news, 
Jesus speaks the marvelous words of John 14:lff. 
To the announcement of Jesus’ departure the dis­
ciple Thomas expresses his desire to be with Je­
sus. Thomas asks Jesus where are you going and 
how can I get there. Jesus responds by saying “I 
am the way, the truth and the life... .” Jesus does 
not say “I am a way” or “I will point you to the 
way.” Jesus says “I am the way ... and no man 
cometh to the Father but my me.” There is only 
one way of Spiritual rescue, and that way is Jesus.

Paul says that Jesus is the one mediator. 
A mediator is one who brings others together. We 
have seen the work of a Federal Mediator in the 
recent UPS strike. Jesus is the one between God 
and man. Jesus as a mediator did much more 
than just talk. Jesus is the ransom. He is the 
price paid for mankind’s redemption. Simon Peter 
says “For you know it was not with perishable 
things such as silver and gold that you were re­
deemed ... but with the precious blood of Jesus ... ” 
(I Peter 1:18 NIV).

Jesus is the mediator for everyone. The salva­
tion which Jesus provides is for all the human 
race. We who know the Savior must be eager and 
willing to tell others that Jesus died for the sins of 
every person.

Many witnesses to the Savior. In this pas­
sage of Scripture, John lists a series of witnesses 
as to the person of Jesus. There is the witness of 
the Holy Spirit, the water (Jesus’ baptism), and 
the blood (shed on Calvary’s cross). To these three 
is added the witness of God himself. In addition 
there is the witness of the written Word, and the 
testimony of those who have received Jesus as 
their own Savior.

These many witnesses agree. Jesus is the one 
and only Savior. To accept these witnesses is to 
experience eternal life. To reject these witnesses 
is to refuse life abundant and eternal. To deny 
that Jesus is the son of God is to cut off from the 
life of God. Jesus is the one and only Savior.. — 
Hutson is pastor, First Church, Rockwood.

Return to the Lord
By Dennis Trull

Focal Passage — Isaiah 55:1, 3, 6-11
Cyrus of Persia had conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. 

Under his rule, the Jews have been treated very fairly, 
even to the point of being allowed to acquire property and 
engage in business. When the call came from Isaiah to 
return to Jerusalem according to Cyrus’ edict, some of 
the exiles balked. However, they needed to know that it 
actually was God who was calling them to return not just 
to Jerusalem but to God himself. Also, the blessings of 
God would come only when they returned to him. The 
same principle still applies to us today.

Call to return (w. 1, 3, 6-7). God’s call to return is 
expressed in the form of an invitation. Water was scarce 
where the exiles lived, so they understood its importance. 
But, this invitation had a spiritual perspective to it. God 
was inviting them to come to him to quench their spiritu­
al thirst. In fact, the gracious Lord, is the one who placed
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that spiritual thirst in them.
Although the word buy appears in verse 1, it is evi­

dent that those invited had no money. If they would re­
turn to God they would receive, as a gift from God, wine 
and milk. These were symbols for joy and nourishment. 
Returning to God not only meant rest, it also meant re­
joicing.

“Incline your ear” in verse 3 meant to hear and heed 
God’s invitation to return to him. Those who heeded 
God’s call would find real life.This truth is still the same. 
Also, in verse 3 is God’s promise to remember his 
covenant to David and his descendants. This promise is

God and his highest creation
By Michael Ruffin

Focal Passage — Genesis 
2:7, 15 24

The focal passages remind 
us of the privileges and re­
sponsibilities which extend to 
all humans. Christians should 
consider the fact that these privileges 
and responsibilities are even greater 
for us because of our discipleship. 
How much more fully should we exer­
cise our humanity under God since 
we are people who have a personal re­
lationship with the God who created 
us? Several aspects of our human 
privileges and responsibilities arise 
from the text.

Our basis. Verse 7 says that “the 
Lord God formed man from the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and the 
man became a living being.” In a 
sense, we have our basis or founda­
tion in the ground from which we 
came. There is a play on words here. 
The Hebrew text says that the Lord 
God formed adam (“man”) from the 
adamah (“ground”). So, there is a kin­
ship between humans and the physi­
cal world of which we are a part. This 
truth reminds us of our frailty and 
mortality. We are dust, and to the 
dust we shall return. Here is cause 
for humility.

On the other hand, the verse also 
tells us we have our ultimate basis in 
God. God himself took the initiative 
to form the man from the dust. The 
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image is of God lovingly forming his 
highest creation and then breathing 
life into him. Only of humanity is it 
said that God breathed life into his 
creation. Here is cause for awe as we 
consider the special way in which hu­
manity was made.

Our vocation. Humankind’s re­
sponsibility toward the earth from 
which God formed us is made explicit 
when God places the man in the gar­
den of Eden “to till it and keep it.” As 
God’s highest creation, we are to be 
stewards of his creation. To “keep” 
the garden implies a protective role 
which humankind is to play. To “till” 
the garden implies a creative role; hu­
mankind is to work in productive 
ways with the earth. One of our chal­
lenges is to be productive in our rela­
tionship with the earth while at the 
same time being protective in that re­
lationship. Productivity and environ­
mental stewardship go hand-in-hand.

Also worth noting is the fact that 
man’s assignment to work in the gar­
den is a part of his function from the 
beginning. The frustrations that ac­
company work will not arise until the 
aftermath of sin (ch. 3:17-19), but 
work itself is one of God’s gifts to us.

Our limits. The man was told by

perfectly fulfilled in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Verse 6 expresses the 
urgency of seeking the 
Lord now. When God al­
lows us to understand 
his drawing of us to himself, it demands our immediate 
response. There is no promise of tomorrow. Verse 7 re­
minds us that God’s call is to sinners and it always in­
cludes repentance. The sins of which they were to repent 
included both actions and thoughts. The primary focus of 
repentance is not just turning from sin, but turning to 
God.

Consideration of reason (w. 8-9). Verse 7 spoke of 
human ways and thoughts which are sinful while the 
contrast of verse 8 is on God’s ways and thoughts. No one 
can fully understand God and his ways. If we could, he 
would no longer be the true and living God. We would 
have reduced him to our level, put him in our box. That’s 
idolatry. Paul marveled at God and wrote: “O the depth 
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. 
How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
finding out.”

Certainty of release (w. 10-11). When God releases 
his Word for a specific purpose, the outcome is certain. 
Verse 10 speaks of the mystery of natural sowing and 
reaping. Then, verse 11 builds on that truth to speak of 
the mystery of spiritual sowing and reaping. God’s pow­
erful Word is a statement of his character and ability to 
fulfill his Word. The old adage is appropriate: God says 
what he means and means what he says. He promised 
the exiles that he would restore them to the promised 
land, and he saw to it that his Word was fulfilled. Today, 
the Lord is still fulfilling his Word to those who heed his 
invitation to come to him. Someone has said, “God said it, 
I believer it, that settles it.” That’s wrong. When God 
said it that settled it whether we believe it or not. Jesus 
keeps his Word. — Trull is pastor, First Church. Savannah.

God that he could eat of any 
tree in the garden except from 
the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil So, there were 
limits placed on humanity 
from the very beginning. God 
has drawn lines which are not 
to be crossed. As human be­

ings, we are free. We are free to re­
late to God, to be productive, to be 
stewards of God’s creation, and to en­
joy the blessings of God’s world. 
There are limits placed on us, howev­
er. From the beginning God has es­
tablished boundaries. Of course, we 
are also free to violate God's prohibi­
tions. But when we do, we must pre­
pare to face the consequences and to 
accept responsibility for our sin.

Our partnership. Verses 18-24 
tell the beautiful story of the creation 
of man’s counterpart, woman. Since 
the woman is made from the man’s 
rib, they are in essence of the same 
“stuff.” When in marriage “a man 
leaves his father and mother and 
clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh,” (v. 24), a natural and in­
tended state is achieved. The text 
stresses the complementary nature of 
the man/woman relationship. God’s 
ideal for this highest creation is mu­
tuality and respect between male and 
female as they enjoy the privileges 
and meet the responsibilities given to 
them by God. — Ruffin is associate 
professor, School of Religion, Belmont 
University, Nashville.



Jury finds church 
not negligent 
Baptist Press

SANTA FE, N.M. — A 
church accused of not ade­
quately supervising its pastor 
was found innocent Aug. 29 in 
a civil court case here.

First Church, Chama, N.M., 
was notified in December 1995 
it was being sued for negli­
gence — not adequately re­
searching a man’s background 
before calling him as pastor, 
not adequately training him to 
fulfill his pastoral duties, not 
adequately supervising him, 
and not firing him for cause.

The suit originally also cited 
the New Mexico Baptist Con­
vention and the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. The two Bap­
tist entities were dropped from 
the suit when the autonomy of 
the local church was explained.

The man who filed the suit 
said his 13-year marriage dis­
integrated after his wife and 

the Chama church’s then-pas- 
tor became romantically in­
volved. ■

Arizona Baptists 
to begin new 
publication
Baptist Press

PHOENIX, Ariz. — The Ari­
zona Southern Baptist Con­
vention has voted to launch a 
new state publication and dis­
continue publication of. the 
Baptist Beacon.

The new publication, Por­
traits, carrying a tagline of 
“images of faith and action,” 
will be sent free to the home of 
every Arizona Southern Bap­
tist.

“This is an exciting opportu­
nity to tell the story of how 
God is working in Arizona 
through the lives of individu­
als, churches, associations, and 
state convention agencies,” 
said Elizabeth Young, commu­
nications director for the Ari­
zona Southern Baptist Con­
vention Executive Board. She 
also is editor of the Baptist 
Beacon, and will serve as edi­
tor of Portraits.

The new publication will be 
a 16-page magazine-format, 
printed in two colors on high 
quality paper. The first issue is 
slated for November. ■

N.M. leader's son 
killed in car wreck
Baptist Press

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
Craig Cone, 37, son of Baptist 
Convention of New Mexico Ex­
ecutive Director Claude Cone, 
was killed in an automobile ac­
cident near Hamilton, Texas, 
at about 10:30 p.m. on Aug. 31.

Cone, a pilot, had flown his 
boss to Hamilton, located 
northwest of Waco, and was 
driving a pickup truck back to 
the airport when a head-on col­
lision occurred. His vehicle 
burst into flames upon contact, 
and he was burned beyond 
recognition. Three people in 
the other vehicle were injured 
and were in stable condition 
Sept. 1.

Cone is survived by his wife 
and three children. ■

86-year-old earns 
biblical studies 
diploma through SE 
Baptist Press

EMPORIA, Kansas — Want 
to live longer? Then take some 
Seminary Extension courses.

That’s the advice of Blanche 
Finney, who at age 86, earned 
her diploma in biblical studies. 

“Taking these courses keeps 
me alive,” she often tells Vance 
Veazey, director of the Blue 
Stem Association Seminary 
Extension Center where her 
classes are offered.

In the process of “staying 
alive,” Finney has also learned 
a great deal about the Bible.

When asked why the classes 
kept her alive, she responded 
quickly, “When your mind 
quits working, you’re the same 
as dead, aren’t you?”

Finney took her first class 
in 1988. It took her eight years 
to complete the 16-courses re­
quired to earn a diploma in 
biblical studies. ■

BWA launches
Internet web site
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Baptist 
World Alliance now has its 
own Internet site on the World 
Wide Web accessed at 
www.baptistnet.org, according 
to Wendy Ryan, director of 
communications.

The web site contains gener­
al information on the BWA 
with separate pages that de­
scribe fellowship, evangelism, 
aid, justice, human rights, and 
the work of the men, youth, 
and women’s departments, 
Ryan said.

A special news and informa­

tion section includes the latest 
news releases from the BWA 
as well as files on BWA News, 
the monthly newsletter, and 
Baptist World, the quarterly 
magazine. ■

Boyce Bible School 
dean set to retire
Associated Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Boyce 
Bible School Dean Bob John­
son has announced plans to re­
tire at the end of the current 
academic year.

Johnson, who will be 65 this 
year, said the decision was his 
alone and is not related to a 
new emphasis by the adminis­
tration of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary to check 
more vigorously the theological 
beliefs of Boyce faculty.

Boyce Bible School is a divi­
sion of Southern Seminary 
that provides theological edu­
cation for individuals without 
college degrees. In addition to 
work on the seminary’s Louis­
ville campus, Boyce operates 
26 extension centers across the 
country.

Johnson denied rumors that 
he had been ousted. He has 
worked at Southern Seminary 
since 1990. He previously 
taught for 11 years at Mid­
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. ■
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The Book of Philip- 
pians for adults

Rejoice in the Lord. — 
Philippians 4:4a
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I can do all things
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Philippians 4:13
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Cross out the letters B, Z, J, Q, X, V to find the hidden verse.

-Colossians 3:16
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