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Tennessee Baptists asked to respond to hunger needs
By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Ten­
nessee Baptists once again 
have been asked to help allevi­
ate hunger needs in North Ko­
rea.

The International Mission 
Board has requested the Mis­
sions Awareness and Involve­
ment Group of Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention Executive 
Board ministries to take the 
lead in this effort, said Tim 
Bearden, group lead.

The MAI Group includes 
Baptist Men’s Ministries and 
Woman’s Missionary Union.

Two years ago Tennessee 
Baptists sent more than 200 
boxes of food to North Korea.

Recent reports from North 
Korea indicate the severe food 
shortage there has worsened

News services share that 
many parts of the nation will 
be without food in a matter of 
weeks, according to informa­
tion supplied by Southern Bap­
tist Woman’s Missionary 
Union.

Southern Baptists have 
been invited to enter into a 
partnership with Feed the 
Hungry, a Christian relief or­

Wilkey named interim editor; 
search committee announced

Missions Get-Together commissions 
Kelly, stresses far-flung ‘missioning’

BRENTWOOD — The
Board of Directors of the 
Baptist and Reflector has 
named Lonnie Wilkey as in­
terim editor of the newsjour­
nal.

Wilkey, a 
graduate of 
the Universi­
ty of South 
Carolina 
School of 
Journalism, 
has been as-

... WILKEYsociate editor 
of the B&R for 10 years.

Wm. Fletcher Allen, who 
retires on March 31, has been 
editor since 1987.

The board also announced 
a search committee to find a 
successor to Allen.

The committee comes from 
the Board of Directors, and 
includes Herbert Higdon, in­
terim pastor of First Church,

LOADING THE FIRST box collected to help alleviate hunger needs 
in North Korea are, from left, Tim Bearden, leader of the TBC Mis­
sions Awareness and Involvement Group; Carrol Kelly, executive 
director, Tennessee Woman's Missionary Union; and James Porch, 
TBC executive director-treasurer.

ganization. They are being 
challenged to donate 3.25 mil­
lion pounds of food.

Bearden and Carrol Kelly, 
executive director of Tennessee 
Baptist WMU encourage men’s 
and women’s mission groups to 
work together to supply a food 
box.

Individuals or church 
groups are asked to pack the 
following items in a 1.5 cubic

Bruceton, as chairman.
Other members are Ken­

neth Hubbard, pastor of First 
Church, Smyrna; John Hol­
land, pastor of Salem Church, 
Knoxville; Mattie Mullins, 
Johnson City, layperson; and 
Don Edwards, pastor, South­
east Church, Murfreesboro.

Two other board members 
will serve ex-officio with the 
committee: Bill Northcott, 
board chairman and pastor of 
First Church, Covington; and 
Michael Smith, Executive 
Board president and pastor of 
Second Church, Memphis.

“This is a good working 
committee. We are organizing 
now,” Higdon said.

He added that recommen­
dations, resumes, and sug­
gestions should be sent to his 
attention to Executive Office, 
Baptist Center, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, Tenn. 37024. B&R 

feet box (a small box which can 
be obtained from moving/stor- 
age companies):

3 bags of 4 lb. dried beans
3 bags of 5 lb. corn meal
3 bags of 5 lb. flour
2 packs of 5 lb. spaghetti
3 bags of 5 lb. rice
1 20 qt. box of powdered 

milk.
According to Bearden the 

approximate cost of these

By Wm. Fletcher Allen
Baptist and Reflector

GATLINBURG — More 
than 1,500 Tennessee 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
members met here on March 

KIM HUFF, left, ministry assistant with volunteer missions, explains 
missions emphasis to, from left, Dot Cooke, Anna Baker, and Kath­
leen Grubb, of First Church, Friendsville, at the WMU Get-Together.

items to fill one box is $38.
The box will feed a family in 

North Korea for one month, he 
said.

TBC Executive Director 
James Porch hopes Tennessee 
Baptists will join in this hu­
manitarian effort.

“I encourage Tennessee 
Baptists to respond to the ur­
gency of this critical hunger 
need that is prevalent in North 
Korea,” he said.

Bearden said locations are 
being secured as food collection 
outlets. Two sites have been 
confirmed: Tulip Grove Church. 
Old Hickory (Nashville area) 
and The Attic Outlet in Tulla­
homa. At press time Monday 
sites were being secured in 
Knoxville, the Tri-Cities area, 
Jackson, Memphis, Crossville, 
and northwest Tennessee.

Locations and additional in­
formation will be announced in 
a future issue of the Baptist 
and Reflector. Churches can 
also call Bearden’s office at 
(615) 371-2026 for more infor­
mation about packing the box­
es. Bearden said food needs to 
be at Tennessee collection sites 
by April 20 in order to be in­
cluded on ship bound for North 
Korea. ■

13-15 to commission Carrol 
Kelly, their new executive di­
rector, and to launch a new era 
for the missions organization.

The theme, “Oh, the Places 
You Could Go,” gave strong 
— See Missions, page 2
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Largest-ever increase projected for LMCO
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — Southern 
Baptists have given the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
international missions its 
largest dollar increase in histo­
ry, according to a forecast re­
leased March 11.

Lottie Moon receipts are ex­
pected to total $102.6 million 
when the books close in May, 
surpassing $100 million for the 
first time in history. That 
would be the offering’s fifth 
straight record year — and an 
increase from 1996 of $9.5 mil­

NOBTS to remain at current site on Gentilly Boulevard
Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS — Trustees of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary vot­
ed unanimously March 11 for the 80-year- 
old seminary “to remain in its present lo­
cation” rather than build a new campus 
somewhere else in the greater New Or­
leans area.

“Today we decided our future as a cam­
pus,” said NOBTS President Chuck Kel­
ley.

“We will be true to the heritage of our 
mission. We will be neighbors and not 
naysayers. We will do reality-based and

not reality-shielded theological educa­
tion,” he said.

The vote came after a presentation of 
results from a two-year study by an ad hoc 
committee called “Vision New Orleans,” 
established in March 1996 by the semi­
nary’s then newly-elected eighth presi­
dent, Kelley, at his first trustee meeting 
as seminary president.

“It is the unanimous opinion of this 
committee that the purpose assigned to 
this seminary by the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the seminary’s role in ful­
filling the Great Commission and the 
Great Commandments can best be accom­

plished by remaining in our present loca­
tion,” said Davis Cooper, chairman of the 
Vision New Orleans committee and pastor 
of University Hills Church, Denver.

In addition to voting not to move, 
trustees also voted for the seminary to 
prepare a master plan for the future, ex­
pand the campus on the eastern side to 
Press Drive as funds and property become 
available, renovate the campus, and de­
velop strategies to address major concerns 
which surfaced in the Vision New Orleans 
survey. Major concerns were voiced pri­
marily by extension center students 
rather than those living on campus. ■

Missions Get-Together commissions Kelly, stresses far-flung...
— Continued from page 1 
thrust to the three-day pro­
gram.

Jeff Fray, Christian coun­
selor from Knoxville, was 
keynote speaker, and ad­
dressed the group on the Pres­
ence of God, the Purpose of 
God, and the Provision of God.

A son of missionaries, Fray 
grew up in a mission family in 
Zimbabwe.

Fray said that the missions 
journey begins in the heart. 
“We are bound to God’s pur­
pose, and born for his mission. 
To sense his presence, you 
have to see him through the 
eyes of the spirit,” he said.

He told his audience that 
Christians are the people of 
the presence of the Master. He 
said Christians’ should not fill 
their hearts with things of the 
world, but that God wants “to '

CAROL RICHARDSON, left, introduces Carrol 
Kelly, Tennessee WMU executive director.

KATRINA KNOX was one of several missionaries 
who led conferences at the statewide meeting.

lion, about 10 percent. That’s 
the highest percentage in­
crease since 1988.

“This phenomenal level of

RANKIN

giving reflects 
the priority of 
Southern Bap­
tists to be on 
mission with 
God around 
the world,” 
said IMB Pres­
ident Jerry 
Rankin. The
entire offering will support the 
board’s overseas budget.

It would be the first time in 

capture our imagination.”
Cathy Butler, Fayette, Ala, 

Alabama WMU recording sec­
retary, said that often well- 
meaning people say to another 
Christian, “You can’t do that.”

She had heard that said 
many times as she sought 
God’s will for her life, and fi­
nally realized that there is a 
place for each of us.

“But we find it when we lis­
ten only to God, as he tells us 
where our place is,” she said, 
adding that though we may 
struggle, God is always prepar­
ing his place for us.

Katrina Knox, native of Co­
lumbia, now serving in France, 
said she was called to missions 
early in life, but had to keep 
looking for the open door.

Several times missions op­
portunities “fell through,” but 
God kept guiding her to “her

the past 16 offerings that have increased by $19.7 mil- 
Southern Baptists surpassed lion —.nearly a fourth — sinceSouthern Baptists surpassed 
their goal. The goal has re­
mained at $100 million for the 
last three years.

“These resources will allow 
us to be effectively involved in 
the accelerating harvest,” 
Rankin said.

The yearly forecast — his­
torically very accurate — is 
based in part on data from se­
lected Baptist state conven­
tions. All show an increase in 
Lottie Moon giving this year.

If the forecast proves accu­
rate, Lottie Moon receipts will 

place” of service. She was in 
Rwanda several years before 
civil war halted missionary 
work. She has since been 
working with Muslim women 
near Paris.

She said it is always excit­
ing to see some former Mus­
lims begin to grow as Chris­
tians.

Knox learned that an effec­
tive witness is possible 
through telling Bible stories 
chronologically.

That way, she said, “The 
people can learn who God is, 
his attributes, and began to 
understand why everyone 
needs a savior.”

She stressed that getting 
to know the women personal­
ly enabled her to be a friend, 
interested in their lives. 
“And as you begin to be 
trusted, they learn that you

1993.
The 1997 offering would 

bring the cumulative total of 
Lottie Moon receipts to nearly 
$1.8 billion, on target to exceed 
$2 billion by Christmas 2000.

The offering, generally col­
lected in December, should 
fund nearly half (47 percent) of 
the IMB’s budget of $210.8 
million. The rest comes from 
the Cooperative Program and 
other income such as invest­
ments and hunger and relief 
receipts. ■ 

really care about them.
“I may never see the results 

from the seeds planted,” she 
said, “but prayer will continue 
as the Holy Spirit leads 
them.”

Carol Richardson, state 
WMU president, Cordova, and 
former WMU executive direc­
tor Katharine Bryan, led in a 
commissioning for Carrol Kel­
ly, newly elected executive di­
rector.

In her address, Kelly said 
that though the world is in a 
mess, the opportunities for 
missions and service are the 
greatest ever.

“Are you and I wired for a 
new century” she asked, “or 
are we content to stay as we 
are? We will be radically 
changed, and most effective as 
a missions organization, when 
we follow a Savior who is 
changeless,” she said.

She said the WMU purpose 
will never change, but changes 
in style may be necessary “to 
stimulate giving and knowing, 
encouraging, empowering — 
women and girls and pre­
schoolers for missions — not 
only in Tennessee but wherev­
er we are called. Oh, the places 
where we will be called to 
serve!”

Jerry Rankin, International 
Missions Board president, 
spoke to a conference “for men 
only.” B&R
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In five countries on 13 projects

Knoxville pediatrician ministers overseas
By Connie 

Davis
Baptist and 

Reflector

K N O X - 
VILLE —

Larry Rogers, a pediatrician 
here, says his overseas mis­
sions efforts, which require 
time away from patients, extra 
demands on his office staff, 
and expense, actually have 
strengthened his practice.

His office staff has spent 
hours calling patients to 
reschedule appointments when 
he has decided to accept an 
overseas assignment with little 
notice. However, his patients 
have been understanding 
when they discover the reason 
for the schedule change.

And his staff has been very 
supportive of his efforts. They 
have prepared equipment for 
him to take which includes 
sterilizing and packaging it. 
They have packed medications 
and other supplies. Members 
of his staff even have bought 
stickers for him to give as gifts 
to children overseas.

And others get in on the 
act. Pharmaceutical salesmen 
have donated drugs for the 
projects. And patients have 
given him money to offset his 
expenses.

Such responses affirm his 
calling, said Rogers, a member 
of First Church, Concord, and 
energize him for further work, 
although that doesn’t seem 
necessary.

He just returned from Re­
cife, Brazil, where he served 
with an evangelical church 
group. He plans to serve two 
times this year in Chile, a 
country with which Tennessee 
once held a partnership. And
Rogers recently helped host a 
group from the Ukraine and 
discussed the health care 
needs there.

In the past seven years, 
Rogers has served on 13 pro­
jects in five countries, accord­
ing to his best recollection. He 
doesn’t keep track, Rogers ex­
plained.

His efforts support Tennessee 
Baptist partnerships, past 
and present —
> Poland - 2 times

> Chile-7 times

► The Philippines -1 time

> Venezuela -1 time

How he became involved
Rogers knew for several 

years he should be an overseas 
missions volunteer. He said he 
carried a completed applica­
tion around for two years in 
his brief case. At that time he 
was living and practicing in 
Greeneville following his grad­
uation from the University of 
Tennessee - Knoxville, and 
residency here.

Then in 1991 some friends 
encouraged him to join a mis­
sions effort in 
Venezuela, 
which at that 
time was par­
ticipating in 
the Tennessee/ 
Venezuela 
Baptist Part­
nership. The 
leader of the ROGERS 
project was
Dewey Dunn, an active over­
seas missions volunteer who is 
a Nashville gastroenterologist. 
That experience became life­
changing for Rogers.

He’s glad God was patient 
with him until he responded to 
his call, he said.

“There was no question af­
ter that first trip if I was going 
to go back, just where God was 
going to send me ... or where 
Dewey was going to send me,” 
he said facetiously, referring to 
the many overseas projects 
Dunn leads.

“That was the beginning of 
a true relationship with Christ 
for me in that it was truly a 
faith mission,” said Rogers.

This is true despite the fact 
that he always has been active 
in church. He was raised in an 
evangelical church and became 
a Baptist during his young 
adult years. He and his wife, 
Linda, have raised their three 
children to be active Chris­
tians. But this missions experi­
ence was different for him, he 
explained.

“On these trips you often 
have no control over your cir­
cumstances. I learned what 
faith was all about at that 
point in my life,”
he added.

“And it’s a beautiful opportu­
nity to use the talents God has 
given a person,” he explained.
Treating patients overseas

Despite the ideas many peo­
ple have, health care work in 
most other countries differs lit­
tle from that in the United 
States, said Rogers. The health 
care workers are well trained 
and “they practice according to 
the same standards that we 
have here.”

The most common differ­
ence is a lack of supplies or 
technology, which, he said, 
“shouldn’t change the practice 
of good medicine. That’s a good 
witness in itself,” he explained. 
The competence of health care 
workers in other countries has 
been confirmed during acade­
mic exchanges in which he has 
participated, said Rogers.

Loving others overseas
“Our purpose is to treat the 

patients and at the same 
time to use our knowl­
edge and medications to 
present the Word,” said 
Rogers.

The spiritual aspect is 
important because any 
medical treatment or 
medication has a tempo­
rary effect, but a changed 
life has a lifelong impact, 
he explained.

For that reason, the 
non-medical personnel on 
a project are just as im­
portant as the health care 
workers, he said. Volun­
teers serve as greeters, 
record keepers, and assis­
tants to the health care 
workers. And they have 
more time to witness to 
the patients, he noted.

For that matter, 
Christians who remain 
at home are equally im­
portant to the effectiveness of 
a project as the project volun­
teers, added Rogers. “I can 
feel their prayers 2-4,000 
miles away. God’s called them 
into a service that’s probably 
greater (than actual missions 
service) because they’re our 

LARRY ROGERS HOLDS a baby he has 
treated in Chile.

cheerleaders,” said Rogers.
His anecdotes

Rogers never will forget one 
unusual cultural tradition he 
discovered in a country in 
which he served. The babies 
were clothed in many layers — 
nine in one case.

And he never will forget the 
nine-year-old boy whose grand­
mother brought him to the 
clinic provided by the Ameri­
cans. She wanted vitamins for 
the boy because she lacked 
enough food for him, she told 
the missionary who was serv­
ing as a translator.

They were provided, and 
Rogers felt led to spend more 
time with him, even though 
many other patients waited. For 
a few minutes the boy visited 
with several volunteers and was 
hugged by them before he left.

After the boy and his grand­
mother left, Rogers learned

CHECKING A YOUNG girl’s ears in Chile is Larry Rogers.

POSING WITH a new friend is Larry Rogers in Recife, Brazil, near 
Rio de Janeiro, where he served last year.

from the missionary the boy 
had been physically and sexu­
ally abused after he was aban­
doned by his parents. The boy 
said for the first time he felt 
loved, said Rogers.

And he has seen God work 
through people like Dewey 
Dunn. Dunn invited Rogers to 
join a project he was leading to 
Poland which would leave in a 
couple of weeks at that time. 
Rogers had just returned from 
an exhausting effort, but he 
agreed.

“Boy, would I have ever 
missed out if I had said no,” 
Rogers said.

“He (God) has never, never 
failed to provide,” Rogers con­
cluded. B&R
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Partnership
Prayer Requests
March
18 — Pray for the upcoming 

Mississippi River Ministries 
Convocation to be held April 
3-4 in West Memphis, Ark.

19 — Pray for the members of 
the search committee who 
are seeking the next leader 
of the Canadian Baptist Con­
vention.

20 — Pray for Jose Maria 
Venegas, pastor, Shalom 
Church, Los Guido, Costa 
Rica.

21 — Pray for the April cru­
sade in North and Northeast 
associations in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.

22 — Pray for the Mission 
Staff Retreat of the Michigan 
Baptist convention to be held 
March 30-31.

23 — Pray for Don Leach, fa­
ther-in-law of Dan Edding­
ton, former pastor, Jasper 
Place Church, Edmonton, Al­
berta, Canada. He is having 
heart problems.

24 — Pray for Mt. Vernon 
Church, Redford, Mich., 
which is without a pastor.

Opposes lottery
I want to share what our 

church is doing to fight a lot­
tery in Tennessee. One of our 
deacons, John Vile, who is 
head of the political science de­
partment at Middle Tennessee 
State University, wrote a reso­
lution against a state lottery 
which our church approved in 
a regularly scheduled business 
meeting on Feb. 25.

We have sent copies of the 
resolution to our legislators 
and Gov. Don Sundquist.

The resolution notes “we are 
thankful for and cherish our 
freedom to express our con­
cerns about current public is­
sues.”

It also states “we believe 
gambling is detrimental to the 
public good” and “results in ru­
ined lives, impoverishment, 
and split families.”

The resolution says “we be­
lieve the state has no business 
conducting and advertising an 
activity that can lead to such 
dire consequences” and that 
gambling “glorifies the role of 
chance, over that of Divine 
Providence and the kind of 
hard work necessary to a sys­
tem of free enterprise.”

The resolution further 
states “we believe gambling 
encourages corruption and di­
verts resources from more so­
cially productive and whole­
some businesses” and that “we 
believe state-sponsored gam­
bling sends a wrong signal to 
the youth of our state.”

Through the resolution our 
members affirmed that “we be­
lieve that needed state projects 
should be funded through fair

and equitable taxation, rather 
than through games of chance” 
and we expressed “our collec­
tive opposition to any state- 
sponsored gambling, including 
a state lottery.”

By this resolution, we also 
conveyed “our disapproval of 
spending the money to call a 
convention and conduct a vote 
on such a proposal.”

I encourage Tennessee Bap­
tists and other churches to 
contact their legislators and let 
them know they are against 
gambling in our state.

Don Edwards, pastor 
Southeast Church

Murfreesboro 37130

Congratulations
Congratulations on your re­

tirement.
There are many positive 

features in this season of life.
I appreciate your ministry 

as editor of the Baptist and Re­
flector. It has been fair and 
balanced in a period of great 
stress and tension among 
Southern Baptists.

Thanks and God bless you.
Franklin Paschall 

Nashville 37215

It's our choice
A recent article talked 

about Christianity losing its 
influence in the world because 
of the way some Christians 
“act.” We must realize that the 
only, person we are accountable 
for is ourself. I cannot be ac­
countable for or responsible for 
what anyone else does.

I don’t know of any Scrip­
ture which says that I will be

accountable for anyone else. 
Romans 14:12 notes: “So then 
every one of us shall give an 
account of himself to God.” If 
we criticize the lives and ac­
tions of others, we assume 
God’s position as our judge. It 
is not our right to deal with 
another’s mistake, behavior, or 
attitude. Christians do fall 
short of someone rise’s expec­
tations. The Bible is full of god­
ly people who were not perfect 
— Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
David, and Jacob to name a 
few. God dealt with them.

People of the world demand 
unattainable expectations of 
Christians as do other Chris­
tians. Who are we to think 
that another’s attitude or ac­
tions will hinder the work and 
will of a sovereign God? He 
will use whomever and what­
ever is necessary to accomplish 
his will.

If we become a stumbling 
block, God will deal with us or 
remove us. It is the Lord’s 
place to condemn and chastise, 
not man’s.

God does the choosing, 
drawing, and saving of individ­
uals. We sin because we 
“choose” to sin. We must not 
wrap God in a neat little pack­
age and place him wherever 
“we” want him in our lives or 
in the world. Christianity may 
be losing its influence, but God 
is not losing his.

Danny Grace, pastor 
Gravelly Church 
Kingsport 37660

Time flies
The years have flown by 

and to my astonishment you

MRM regional convocation set for April
For Baptist and Reflector

WEST MEMPHIS, Ark. — A Mississippi 
River Ministry regional convocation will be 
held April 3-4 at First 
Church here.

The theme of the meet­
ing, sponsored by the 
MRM Region State Con­
ventions of Arkansas, Illi­
nois, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Missouri, and 
Tennessee, is “Building 
Partnerships — .Changing 
Lives.”

The conference begins on Friday, April 3, 
at noon and concludes on Saturday at 1:30

WEATHERSBY

p.m. Ken Weathersby, evangelism special­
ist for the Tennessee Baptist Convention, is 
the keynote speaker on Friday night. Chuck 
Kelly, president of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, will keynote the Sat­
urday morning session.

Several conference tracks will be offered 
along with exhibits, testimonies, inspira­
tion, special music, and more.

Registration fee is $15 and includes a re­
source notebook, conference handouts, and 
Saturday lunch. Child care provided on re­
quest only.

For more information, call the MRM re­
gional office at (501) 376-4791, ext. 5150, in 
Little Rock, or call Beverly Smothers at the 
TBC at.l (800) 558-2090. ■

Conference planned to enrich Tennessee families
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Three marriage en­
richment retreats are planned across the 
state beginning in March.

Lane Morris, a professor from the Uni­
versity of Tennessee, Knoxville, will lead 
B.E.S.T. (Building and Enriching Stronger 
Tennessee Families) conferences March 27- 
28 at Best Western Traveler’s Inn in Paris 
and April’ 17-18 at East Ridge Church, 
Chattanooga.

The cost for each of those conferences is 
$40.

John Lepper, director of the family min­
istry department of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, will lead a marriage enrich­
ment retreat May 1-2 at First Church, Sa­
vannah. The cost of this retreat is $20.

To register, send $10 to Donald E. 
Mauldin, Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024, and 
indicate which retreat. For more informa­
tion, call Mauldin at (615) 371-2047. ■

say it’s time to retire. When an 
individual is doing excellent 
work, time never stands still. 
You have not allowed your al­
lotted time to stagnate. We all 
know this is the basic criteria 
of a busy and successful man.

Please allow me the privi­
lege of congratulating you 
upon the completion of a suc­
cessful and meaningful min­
istry to Tennessee Baptists 
through your leadership as ed­
itor of the Baptist and Reflec­
tor. You have been faithful to 
Tennessee Baptists. Your re­
porting has been unbiased and 
yet faithful.

Pat L. Landrum 
Brighton 38011

Special thanks
I wish you a happy retire­

ment. You will be missed and 
I’m sure you will keep up the 
Lord’s work in other ways.

It was my pleasure to meet 
you last October at First Bap­
tist in Rockwood. Thank you 
for the time you took to talk to 
me. I couldn’t believe it when I 
saw you took a half page to 
honor me and I appreciate it 
more than you’ll ever know.

I just give the Good Lord 
praise for everything. I know 
I’m not worthy of his blessings.

I just celebrated my 95th 
birthday with a big celebra­
tion. So many people were nice 
to me in so many ways. I re­
ceived 67 cards.

Pray for me that I will be 
strong in the Lord the time I 
have here. I will certainly pray 
for you.

Roxie McClendon 
Rockwood 37854

Mathis to retire
For Baptist and Reflector

MURFREESBORO — Murray Math­
is, pastor of Third Church here since 
1979, will retire effective April 30.

The church has doubled in member­
ship from 900 to more than 1,800 during 
Mathis* tenure. The church also has 
added a new worship center and educa­
tional space.

A native of Fayetteville, Mathis sur­
rendered to preach at 
age 18. He holds de­
grees from Belmont 
University, Nashville, 
and Luther Rice Semi­
nary, Lithonia, Ga.

Mathis, 59, served 
as president of the Ten­
nessee Baptist Conven­
tion in 1990 and second 
vice president in 1982. He served two 
terms for the TBC Executive Board and 
is in his third term as a Belmont Univer­
sity trustee. Mathis has served on com­
mittees for Southern Baptists on the as- 
sociational, state, and national levels.

Members of Third Church will recog­
nize Mathis and his wife, Loretta, for 
their years of service on April 5.

Mathis will be available for revivals, 
pupit supply, and interim pastorates.«
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'I have called you by name, you are mine'
here is never a moment when I 
am beyond the reach of Christ.

That truth that is an endless 
experience for me. And if I let 
him lead me, there will never 
be a moment when I am out of

touch with him.
The spiritual life, as well as the mental 

and physical, 1 can grow — or be stagnant.
In the closing days of this Baptist and 

Reflector experience, I am becoming more 
and more aware of the spiritual life.

No, it didn’t happen yesterday or last 
week or last month — this renewed 
awareness. I don’t know exactly when it 
began, but it is refreshing because I know 
it will never end.

Sitting across the desk from a pastor 
friend many years ago, I poured out the 
turmoil of my soul. I had a good job, but I 
was not in God’s will. The salary was more 
than sufficient, but there was no joy of ful­
fillment in my soul.

He quickly grasped my dilemma, and 
he waited for the proper moment to re­
mind me of some eternal truths.

My friend asked me to probe my memo­
ry as he quoted Matthew 10:37-39. For 
me, I think it was a radical emphasis of 
putting Christ first. He called me by name 
and asked me about whom I was putting

first in my life. I heard him, with my 
soul’s ears, saying that Christ must come 
before father and mother, sister and 
brother — and that finding a certain com­
fortable rut in life would lead to a dead 
end. And it was the part about taking my 
cross daily and following Christ that real­
ly brought me to my spiritual senses.

Otherwise I realized, I would not be 
worthy of Christ’s investment in me.

Those verses turned me around. He did 
not even have to mention Deuteronomy 2: 
1-3, or Isaiah 43. They came to my rescue 
later — at other crossroads.

I made the right decision then, and oth­
er choices that came along were made eas­
ier. As I continued trekking the Christian 
journalism road, Christ blessed me — not 
with things I had sought, but with the as­
surance that this road, though much less 
traveled and more difficult — was the way 
planned for me long, long ago.

So who cares about comfort zones? 
What do the material amenities of life 
mean to anyone who is a child and follow­
er of the Master of everything?

It is therefore a magnificent status to 
have, knowing that the road ahead is the 
road intended for you — and is lovingly 
and carefully planned and marked.

When I started on this kind of life, this

journalistic experience, I did not know all 
the hills and curves, the roadblocks and 
potholes. But the Enabler always leads.

Simple math (the old kind) says that in 
almost 32 years of editing Baptist jour­
nals, I have helped or tortured readers 
with about 1,160 personal columns and 
725 editorials.

Sprinkled in with those efforts has been 
a generous supply of accounts of Baptists 
at work in South Carolina, Mary- 
land/Delaware, and Tennessee — and in 
places such as Burundi, Rwanda, 
Venezuela, the Philippines, Chile, Cana­
da, Poland, Costa Rica, Rio de Janeiro, 
and Australia.

As if God had not blessed me sufficient­
ly with those places and peoples, he also 
gave me the joy of a good family of Bap­
tists in every place I’ve worked. Besides, I 
have been anchored by my wife Betty and 
daughters Amy, Jennifer, Monica, and 
Melody — their husbands, and the eight 
finest, most beautiful and gifted grand­
children in the world.

A career can never bless or be blessed if 
it is not secured in the Savior’s love and 
for his people. I have tried to be there on 
the road with him. I thank him for all the 
fellow travelers, and to them I say, 
“Thank you!” — Wm. Fletcher Allen

editorial/

just for 
today 
by Fred Wood, 
pastor emeritus, 
Eudora Church, 
Memphis

God gives us 20/20 moments when we don’t expect them

It was a working trip, and I 
must admit, that part of it af­
forded so much enjoyment that 
it could have been a vacation.

Sometimes when we’re 
away from familiar places, the 
routine is broken, and we trav­
el in uncharted territory.

It’s almost as if we become 
explorers, or adventurers.

In this particular setting, I 
began to see certain aspects of 
life with unexpected vision. 
Oh, I know all about 20/20 vi­

sion. Since I’m nearsighted 
(20/400 in each eye), I also 
know that properly fitted 
glasses can give me almost 
20/20 eyesight.

I have that — with my 
“specs.” But in some of those 
rare moments, to which I refer, 
a change of scenery and situa­
tion is like moving from 20/400 
up to 20/20.

I have written previously 
about following the trail of 
Theodor Herzl, the founder of 
Zionism, to Basel, Switzerland, 
a century ago to stake a claim 
for a Jewish homeland in what 
we now call Israel.

We went to St. Moritz for a 
brief sidetrip on our way to 
Basel, Tel Aviv, and Jerusa­
lem. With places like this on 
the agenda, I should have ex­

pected something special, al­
most ethereal.

After a long train ride from 
Zurich, we settled in our hotel 
rooms and a couple of hours 
later we had a superior dinner 
at the Post Hotel.

Afterward, Hans Peter, the 
Swiss Tourism director for the 
area, excused himself and a 
few minutes later appeared 
with two friends — a local fire­
man and a police officer.

Not unusual. But the 
charming Hans, with his 
friends serenaded the diners 
with mountain music extracted 
from their alpenhorns. Yes, 
those twelve-foot horns that 
you prop on the ground — just 
as in “Sound of Music.”

But even that wonderful 
music from the alpenhorns

could not soothe my travel 
weary mind and soul.

At 2 a.m., I was still wide 
awake. A full moon enhanced 
the white alps just a half-mile 
from my window. Sleep was 
out of the question.

In that little hotel room, 
with the moonlight flooding 
through the window, God 
spoke to me clearly.

It was one of those times for 
decision-making. He was say­
ing, listen, listen. I did. He 
spoke to me, through his Holy 
Word, telling me of his love 
and guidance in all of life.

He translated for me his 
will for me to take a new road, 
to leave behind fear and doubt, 
to have courage. And that is 
why I take that road in just a 
few precious days.

Start with a smile
John: “Charlie has lots of 

irons in the fire.”
Bill: “Oh, you mean he’s in 

a lot of new ventures?”
John: “No, I mean his golf 

game is getting worse. He’s 
disgusted and given it up.” 
Take this truth

Sometimes the highest 
wisdom is to know when to 
quit, to accept limitations. 
Memorize this Scripture

Then the Lord said to 
Moses,“This is the land I 
swore to Abraham ... I have 
let you see it with your eyes, 
but you shall not go over 
there.” — Deuteronomy 34:4 
Pray this prayer

Help me, Lord, to realize 
that desire gained can mean 
the end of ardor and dreams. 
Show me that effort is impor­
tant, even if we “lose.” ■

W®
Since the Bible is a record 

of conversation between men 
and God, we must expect that 
the actual condition of these 
men ... would shine through. 
... There is no effort to white­
wash or cover over. The Bible 
is brutally honest — and this 
quality helps convict us of its 
truth. It is “for real.” — The 
Bible — How to Understand 
and Teach It, D. P. Brooks, 
Broadman Press. Nashville. 
Tenn., 1969

Looking at our heritage — who were first Baptists?
By Merrill Hawkins

Methodists have Wesley and Presbyterians have 
Calvin, but who do Baptists have? The answer is found 
in a group of English exiles living in Holland in the 
17th century. How and why these English citizens 
came to live in Holland is the story of Baptist origins.

In 1606, John Smyth, a devout Christian living in 
Gainsborough, England, decided that his own Church 
of England was not really a church at all. Joining 
forces with his friend, Thomas Helwys, Smyth formed 
an independent congregation that was part of the Sepa­
ratist Movement.

Separatists, as the name implies, believed in sepa­
rating or withdrawing from all existing churches to 
form congregations that were based on the New Testa­
ment alone. The pilgrims who came to America were 
Separatists, and also associated with John Smyth.

Although this new Separatist congregation violated 
the law, they practiced their religion without too much 
interference from the government for about a year. 
Eventually government sponsored persecution forced 
Smyth and Helwys and the entire Gainsborough con­

gregation to escape to Holland. Soon after arriving in 
Holland, the group started thinking in ways that 
brought them closer to becoming Baptists. Ever inter­
ested in creating a church that was faithful to the New 
Testament, Smyth continued his study of the Bible, 
concluding that not only the Church of England, but all 
Separatists had erred in one major doctrine: baptism.

Based on his understanding of the New Testament, 
Smyth became committed to believer’s baptism, the 
idea that the only proper candidates for this ordinance 
were adults who became Christians.

Since a church consisted of baptized believers, the 
little Gainsborough congregation, and all other congre­
gations were not really churches. So in 1609 Smyth 
baptized himself, then his friend Helwys and 40 other 
church members. That event marks the founding of the 
first Baptist church, formed by a group of English ex­
iles who were forced from their homeland because of 
their religion.

Like good Baptists, Smyth and Helwys had their 
disagreements. Their biggest disagreement caused 
them to part ways. Smyth soon questioned the validity 
of his self-baptism, which meant that he questioned the 

validity of the baptism of Helwys and the 40 church 
members. Moreover, he wanted the congregation in ex­
ile to become more closely connected with the Mennon­
ites. Not only did Helwys disagree, he believed that the 
congregation had a duty to return to England and 
spread their understanding of Christianity. In 1611, 
Thomas Helwys returned to England, forming the first 
Baptist church on English soil, just outside London.

Helwys was a man of conviction of courage, and he 
spread the Baptist view of Christianity without any 
concern for his personal safety. For his courage, he paid 
a price. His book, The Mystery of Iniquity, argued for 
religious freedom and denied the government the right 
to interfere in a person’s religious beliefs.

That publication put this Baptist forefather in trou­
ble. When he attempted to give King James a copy, he 
was arrested and placed in prison where he died four 
years later. Remember Wesley and Luther and Calvin 
and Knox, but add Smyth and Helwys to your list. ■

— This is the first of a series about Baptist her­
itage, written by Merrill Hawkins, assistant professor 
of religion, Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City. 
— Editor



Shed reluctance to talk about money: pastor
By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Pas­
tors should shed their 
reluctance to talk about 
money from the pulpit,

Alabama pastor Gary Fenton told a group 
of church leaders March 9.

After sharing that reluctance for years, 
Fenton said he “went through a conver­
sion” about church finances.

Fenton, pastor of Dawson Memorial 
Church in Birmingham, said he once 
thought talking about money “violated my 
role” as a pastor. He would avoid the topic, 
he said, by using such euphemisms as “re­
sources” and “stewardship of life.” Eventu­

ally, he said, he realized he couldn’t 
preach about Christian stewardship with­
out talking openly about money issues.

Rather than downplaying his role as a 
financial leader in the church, Fenton said 
he now accepts that function. Getting in­
volved in church finances is important for 
a pastor because the pastor is a church 
member and a church leader, and because 
the pastor “is one of the few people in the 
church who has the big picture.”

Fenton identified five reasons for pas­
tors to talk about stewardship:

(1) Stewardship is a biblical theme.
(2) A pastor can be an “accidental fund­

raiser.” By talking about ministry oppor­
tunities, a pastor can spark “a little open­
ing of generosity” from a church member,

which often develops into a lifelong pat­
tern of giving.

(3) “We are trusted trustees.” Church 
members often look to pastors to help 
them sort out the worthy causes from 
among the avalanche of pleas for financial 
support.

(4) Pastors are “the conscience of the 
church.”

(5) “We are heralds of the vision.” A 
pastor can help a congregation define and 
proclaim its vision, “and vision attracts 
contributions,” he said. “Instead of us go­
ing to them with hands out, they come to 
us with hearts open,” he said.

Fenton spoke three times during the 
conference on “Money Matters,” sponsored 
by the Baptist Center for Ethics. ■

Planning ahead 

increases giving, 
research shows

Spiritual growth produces stewardship, speaker says
By David Winfrey
For Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — If a church 
is committed to bringing mem­
bers into a deeper commitment 
with God, proper financial 
stewardship will naturally fol­
low, advises a former financial 
director for Willow Creek Com­
munity Church.

Bringing members to deeper 
commitments to Christ “ought 
to have behavioral manifesta­
tions,” Dick Towner said 
March 10 during a church-fi­
nance conference sponsored by 
the Baptist Center for Ethics.

Willow Creek, a mega­
church in suburban Chicago 
known for its “seeker-sensi­
tive” approach, does not ask its 
members to sign an annual 
pledge card. Yet the church 
had a 13 percent increase in 
giving last year even though 
attendance was relatively flat, 
Towner said, and the 23-year- 
old church has a debt-free 
campus.

As with many training mes­
sages by Willow Creek person­
nel, Towner encouraged those 
attending the BCE conference 
to consider Willow Creek’s 
principles more than its actual 
methods.

“Our people are growing sig­
nificantly in their understand­
ing of and living out of biblical 
principles,” he said.

FORMER TBC EXECUTIVE BOARD President David Crocker, 
left, visits with Tennessee Baptists David George of Immanuel 
Church, Nashville, and Sue Elder of First Church, Nashville, dur­
ing a Baptist Center for Ethics conference held at Immanuel. 
Crocker, former pastor at Central Church, Johnson City, now 
serves at Snyder Memorial Church, Fayetteville, N.C.

Towner, who now directs 
Willow Creek’s Good Sense 
Ministry for financial steward­
ship, said the church is com­
mitted to addressing steward­
ship among its members in 
four ways:

(1) Cautiously. People’s re­
lationship to their money is a 
“powerful and dangerous 
thing,” Towner said. “We’re 
dealing with habits of a life­
time.”

Christians in America are 
living in a culture that has 
gone “materialistically ber­
serk” and must recognize their 
sinful inclination toward greed

and envy. “It’s an incredibly 
difficult topic.”

(2) Forthrightly. Despite the 
tension related to financial is­
sues, the Willow Creek leaders 
don’t shy from discussing stew­
ardship as an aspect of Christ­
ian living, Towner said. “We 
very rarely ask for money,” he 
said. “We teach about money a 
lot.”

Churches shouldn’t be 
afraid of scaring off un­
churched people by teaching 
what the Bible says about 
money, he added.

Through Good Sense Min­
istry, Willow Creek regularly

offers budgeting seminars for 
people wanting to get their fi­
nances under control.

Willow Creek leaders also 
recognize that the way the 
church handles money will 
speak volumes to non-Chris- 
tians, Towner said. “It’s a key 
area for Satan to get his foot in 
the door.” The church has an 
open-books financial policy and 
annual audits. Anyone can 
learn about Senior Pastor Bill 
Hybels’ $83,000 salary, .which 
he capped a few years ago, 
Towner said.

But rather than just giving 
the facts and figures of the 
budget, Towner said it is im­
portant that the church link 
its line items with how they 
translate into life-changing 
ministries.

(3) Unconventionally. Town­
er said Hybels found from the 
start that many people claimed 
they didn’t attend church be­
cause leaders always were ask­
ing for money. In seeker ser­
vices, Willow Creek leaders al­
ways note that the offering is 
for members only, Towner 
added.

(4) Biblically. Towner said 
churches must constantly fight 
Americans’ unbiblical attitude 
that things bring happiness. 
“Our people are being duped 
by this, and we need to raise 
their consciousness and say 
there is another way.” ■

Church secretaries conference planned at Baptist Center in April
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Secretaries Confer­
ence will be held April 13-15 at the Bap­
tist Center here.

The program is for church, associa- 
tional, and agency secretaries^ The 
theme of the conference is "... in the 
Spirit Magnify Jesus, through worship, 
through work, through witness ”

Five sessions, beginning on Monday, 
April 13, are scheduled for professional

development. Registration will begin at 
12 p.m.

Those attending the conference can 
choose from 12 seminars.

Among two of the topics offered in the 
larger group setting are “Discovering 
Who I Am,” led by Tim Holcomb of the 
TBC Executive Board’s Christian 
Growth Development Group, and “Do I 
Really Want To Care?” led by Nashville 
counselor Tony Rankin.

Other special features will be a con­
ference led by Elizabeth Godfrey, presi­

dent of the National Association of 
Southern Baptist Secretaries; a concert 
by Nancy Allen of Nashville; and a trip 
to Opryland Hotel.

Registration fee for the conference is 
$13. Meals and the trip to Opryland are 
additional. Secretaries also are respon­
sible for their own hotel reservations.

For more information about the con­
ference, including a list of hotels, call 
Lana Rose of the TBC Executive Board 
Church Staff Leadership Group at (615) 
371-2008. ■

By David Winfrey
For Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — People who 
think long-term about the 
needs of their churches are big­
ger donors than those who 
don’t, according to a study of fi­
nancial giving.

“How people think about 
giving and plan giving has a 
major influence on what they 
give,” said Dean Hoge, co-au­
thor of Money Matters: Person­
al Giving in American Church­
es. Regularity of church atten­
dance remains the No. 1 pre­
dictor of an individual’s contri­
butions to church, Hoge told a 
conference on church-finance 
issues sponsored by the Baptist 
Center for Ethics March 9-10.

A study of giving trends 
found Assemblies of God and 
Baptist congregations have 
both the highest rate of giving 
per household and the highest 
percentage of members who at­
tend church activities more 
than once a week, Hoge said.

But the way members plan 
for giving has a direct impact 
on the amount they contribute, 
he added.

For example. Baptists in the 
study who determined to give a 
tithe (10 percent) or more of 
their income to the church 
gave an average of $4,042 a 
year. Baptists who based their 
giving on a percentage of their 
income gave an average of 
$3,120.

For Baptists who decided to 
give an annual dollar amount, 
the annual average fell to 
$2,778. Those who set a weekly 
dollar amount gave an average 
of $1,882.

And those who gave “what I 
can afford each week” averaged 
$869 annually.

The findings held true 
among all five denominations 
studied: Baptist. Assemblies of 
God, Catholic, Lutheran, and 
Presbyterian.

Likewise, people who sign a 
pledge card give a “good bit 
more” than those who don’t, 
Hoge added.

Hoge added that his study 
confirmed the adage that most 
churches get their money from 
a fraction of their members. 
“Seventy-five percent of the 
money comes from 25 percent 
of the people.” ■



From your 
missionary

Two Tennessee women help families in Brazil

SHARP

Don't just read it. Live it!
Each year during this sea­

son, we gather to study what 
God is doing 
through 
Southern Bap­
tists across 
North Ameri­
ca.

Part of the 
study for 1998 
focuses on Ten­
nessee and the 
Mississippi
River Ministry. Why only read 
about it when you can live it? 
Why not lead your family, 
your Sunday School class, or 
mission group to participate in 
one of the many Tennessee 
Volunteer Projects? Listed in 
this issue of “The Macedonian 
Call” are many of which are 
Mississippi River Ministry 
Projects.

Just think, you and your 
family can live the missions 
experience, and not just read 
about it! Sometimes it takes 
more than our prayers and fi­
nancial gifts. Sometimes it 
takes our willingness to go 
and see for ourselves the re­
sult of God’s mission enter­
prise in action. Why not allow 
God to use you as an instru­
ment/of blessing to those who 
hurt in our state? Everyone 
needs to know Jesus.

God Bless,

For The Macedonian Call

When their flight landed in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Jan. 
29, two Tennessee women in­
volved with the TBC Partner- 
ship/Volunteer Missions Team, 
hit the ground running and 
didn’t stop for the next 10 
days.

Kim Huff, TBC Missions 
Awareness and Involvement 
Group ministry assistant, and 
Kathy Chapman Sharp, Disci­
pleship Family Magazine cus­
tomization specialist, Baptist 
Sunday School Board, and wife 
of Terry Sharp, TBC MAI 
Partnership/Volunteer Mis­
sions specialist, led a family 
conference and a Vacation 
Bible School in Rio de Janiero.

They also found the time to do 
a field inspection with IMB 
missionary and Tennessee/Rio 
partnership field coordinator 
Elizabeth Oates.

Working with Pastor Fer­
nando da Silva Pereira at 
Ebenezer Church in the Jacar- 
epagua area of Rio, Sharp led a 
Family Life Conference that 
dealt with God’s purpose for 
the family. Kathy and Terry 
Sharp have a unique perspec­
tive on family life in Brazil 
since they served as IMB mis­
sionaries to Brazil and Spain.

“Family issues are a won­
derful way to reach, communi­
ties in Rio,” Sharp said. 
“Whether you’re in North 
America or Brazil, the family 
— See Two, page 8

TEACHING 
CHILDREN 
how to make 
crafts in a 
Vacation 
Bible School 
are Kathy 
Sharp of the 
BSSB and 
wife of Terry 
Sharp, and 
Maria Jose of 
Ebenezer 
Church, in 
the J a care- 
pagua area 
of Rio de Ja­
neiro, Brazil.

At Camp Linden in Linden

Missions Skills School planned for April 17-18

Ophthalmologist I 
needed for effort [

An ophthalmologist is । 
needed May 1-10 for a | 
medical project in Costa I 
Rica, led by Dr. Dewey I 
Dunn. Call Terry Sharp or | 
Kim Huff of the Partner- । 
ship/Volunteer Missions । 
Team at (615) 371-2021 or । 
1 (800) 558-2090 for infer- | 
mat ion. ■

For The Macedonian Call

The TBC Missions Awareness and In­
volvement Group will present a first for 
the state of Tennessee, a Missions Skills 
School on Friday and Saturday, April 17- 
18 at Camp Linden, Linden.

Continuing the goal of being on the cut­
ting edge of missions, the MAI Group is 
presenting the Missions Skills School. 
Other state conventions are attending the 
school in hopes of using this format. The 
purpose of the school is to provide training 
opportunities for people to learn new 
skills for use in missions efforts.

Registration will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

Several of the quality seminars and 
leaders follow.

Conducting Block Parties — Come 
learn about an imaginative approach to 
introduce people to Jesus. Evangelistic 
Block Parties are conducted in neighbor­
hoods, and provide meals and programs in 
a festive setting. In some neighborhoods, 
clothing is also distributed. Evangelistic 
Block Parties have been used all over the 
United States as the perfect marriage be­
tween ministry and intentional evange­
lism.

Instructor for this course is Don What­
ley, associate pastor and minister of mis­
sions at Woodbine Church in Nashville.

Conversational English in Over­
seas Projects — This class will provide 
ideas for lesson planning short-term 
Conversational English Classes taught 
overseas, usually without a textbook. A 
variety of suggestions and materials will 
be discussed since classes will differ 
based on country, student age, and

hours of class per day.
Instructors for this class are Penny and 

Roger Stacy, former missionaries to the 
Ukraine and Brazil.

Clowning — Learn the basics of 
clowning and discover skits that can be 
adapted for overseas mission settings. 
Everyone, regardless of age, can use this 
creative missions tool. This type of min­
istry continues to be one of the top proj­
ects received each year.

Instructor for this class 
is Allyson Wimberly, 
“Hootie the Clown.” Wim­
berly has been involved in 
clown ministry for three 
years and has worked with 
WMU Street Ministries. 
She has just returned from 
Carnival in Rio de Janeiro 
where she did street evan­
gelism with thousands 
through Partnership Mis­
sions.

General Construction 
— Participants will learn 
the basic skills of construc­
tion. This will be a hands- 
on experience so come 
dressed to work.

Instructor Curt Fowler is 
the Tennessee Coordinator 
for World Changer Projects. 
Fowler has served as a Dis­
aster Relief volunteer for 
over 20 years.

Prayer Walking — 
Participants will learn a 
method of walking and 
talking with God and each 
other impacting their com­

munity in the process. Classroom study 
mixes practical experience to create a 
special learning experience.

Instructor Bob McEachern is the asso­
ciate director of Volunteers in Missions 
Department of the International Mission 
Board. McEachern is also a former mis­
sionary to South Korea.

Cost: $ 45.00 (includes room and meals)
Deadline to Register: April 1. 1998 ■------------------------------ 1

Missions Skills School i
Registration Form

Name ___________________________________________  |

Address j
City_____________________ State _____Zip__________ |
Phone (_____)FAX (_____) [

Church I

Association ।

Please register me for the following conference (please 
check only one): I

Conducting Block Parties____ Clowning____
General Construction____ Prayer Walking____ ।
How To Teach Conversational English |

in Overseas Projects____  |

Cost: $45 (includes room and meals)
Deadline to register: April 1
Note: School begins at noon on Friday with lunch and *
concludes at 2 p.m. on Saturday.

Please send this registration form and fee to:
Missions Awareness and Involvement Group |
Tennessee Baptist Convention |
P.O. Box 728 |
Brentwood, TN 37024-0728 |
or register by phone: 1 (800) 558-2090 I



The Macedonian Call
Sweetwater Association team ministers in Rio de Janeiro

By Kenny Witt, pastor, Eastview Church, 
Etowah

For The Macedonian Call

A group of volunteers from the 
Sweetwater area traveled Jan. 27 to 
Campinas, Brazil, for revival services, 
and then to Rio de Janeiro for partner­
ship evangelism. This campaign was 
part of the partnership between the 
TBC and the Carioca Convention 
which encompasses Rio de Janeiro.

Together with the Brazilian Bap­

PAUSING during the trip are team members standing, from left, 
J.D. Martin; Linda Jackson; Sharon Fairchild, missionary; Audrey 
Stephens; Konny Wiggins; Kathy Mason; Alesandria De Soto, inter­
preter; Dorothy Wiggins; Jimmy Jackson; Christina De Soto, inter­
preter; Bennie Creel; and Carolyn Armstrong; and seated are a dri­
ver and Stanley Cooper.

tists, we held our campaign in a part 
of Rio de Janeiro called Campo 
Grande. Campo Grande is a suburb 
with over a million people.

The cobblestone streets of Campo 
Grande are lined with small block 
homes with clay tiled roofs, which are 
located on steep hillsides. In each of 
these homes, there were families who 
needed to know Jesus.

Working in teams we witnessed to 
many each day. With the help of the 
Holy Spirit and the good news of Jesus 

Christ, 155 peo­
ple confessed 
Jesus as their 
Savior during 
this campaign 
in addition to 
the 20 people 
in Campinas.

Besides my­
self the teams 
consisted of: 
Konny Wig­
gins and Dor­
othy Wiggins, 
Jimmy and 
Linda Jack- 
son, all of 
Reed Springs 
Church, Phil­
adelphia; Au­
drey Stephens, 
Notchey Creek 

Church, Madisonville; J.D. Martin, Is­
land Creek Church, Madisonville, all of 
Sweetwater Association; Kathy Mason, 
Gum Springs Church, Georgetown, 
Bradley County Association; Stanley 
Cooper and Carolyn Armstrong, both of 
Union (McMinn) Church, Niota, 
McMinn-Meigs Asssociation. Assisting 
was Bennie Creel, director of missions 
for the Sweetwater Association, who 
organized and led the trip.

Jimmy Jackson, pastor of Reed 
Springs Church, led many to the Lord. 
During one encounter he witnessed to 
a Buddhist, and this person accepted 
Christ. At the close of the campaign, 
he did some “open air preaching in a 
city park. Working at Jackson’s side 
were his wife Linda, Stephens, and 

'Martin.
Stephens, who has a deep love and 

compassion for missions, held a Vaca­
tion Bible School with some assistance 
from the other team members and 
IMB missionaries in Rio. Christ saved 
eight children in Bible school. 
Stephens has traveled since 1986 to 
Brazil where she has invested much of 
her heart.

Konny Wiggins with his wife Doro­
thy, and Mason worked each day in the 
streets telling people about Christ. 
Konny Wiggins has been involved with 
partnership missions in Brazil since 
1984. Walking from home-to-home, 

they shared the story of Jesus. Many 
made professions of faith in homes. 
Others came to revival services, held in 
the evening at the local mission, and 
accepted Christ.

Revival services were held at three 
congregations, Bairro Araujo, Adriana 
I, and Caroba mission. Each night ser­
vices were filled to capacity with peo­
ple wanting to know about Jesus.

Cooper, Armstrong, and I witnessed 
in the streets. Before church services 
in the evening, we would conduct Bible 
studies in selected Christian homes in 
the community. In each of these 
homes, the Brazilians had invited their 
neighbors to hear the message of hope. 
Many came to know Christ through 
these Bible studies.

Creel who served along side each 
team during the trip, provided refresh­
ing support for everyone. The heat, 
which sometimes was in excess of 110 
degrees, demanded that there be plen­
ty of water and plenty of morale.

Creel worked in close conjunction 
with missionaries Sharon Fairchild 
and Aimee Hammonds, and a couple of 
special “MK’s,” Kim Hearon and Han­
nah Grey. Their combined ministry of 
praying, planning, preparation, and 
performance paid off for all.

When we left Rio, it was mutually 
agreed, that this campaign was the 
best that we had ever experienced. ■

Two Tennessee women ... Jatkson team does MRM work
— Continued from page 7 
has needs which can be met 
through Christ and the church.”

According to Sharp, the 
church was filled to capacity 
each evening, and eight fami­
lies committed themselves to 
live by God’s purposes and 
principles for the family. Huff, 
MAI Partnership/Volunteer 
Missions Team ministry assis­
tant, participated in the family 
conference by sharing her tes­
timony and perspective of be­
ing single.

The most challenging job of 
the trip was codirecting a VBS 
with Ebenezer Church Chil­
dren’s Sunday School coordi­
nator Maria Jose. With the as­
sistance of 13 church helpers, 
the StarQuest VBS program 
was adapted for use with chil­
dren from the “City of God” 
slum.

ENJOYING THE BEACH in Rio de Janeiro are Kathy Sharp, left, and 
Kim Huff.

It was the first time for 
many of the children to come 
into a church and hear Bible 
stories. Some children had 
never held crayons or chil­
dren’s scissors. They enjoyed 
making the crafts each day. 
Over 220 children were en­
rolled with an attendance 
reaching 178 on the last day. 
The children were sad to see 
the VBS come to an end.

“The most exciting thing for 
us was to see 68 children ac­
cept Jesus and know that all 
the decisions will be followed 
up by the church,” Huff said.

Both of the women were 
able to see many of the project 
sites where Tennessee volun­
teers have been requested. 
This especially will assist Huff 
in her work at the TBC of re­
lating opportunities in Brazil 
to Tennessee Baptists. ■

by Joann Breedlove, Parkview 
Church, Jackson

For The Macedonian Call

When the Mississippi River 
Ministry (MRM) began a few 
years ago, it was hard for us to 
think of Madison County in 
Tennessee as a REAL mission 
field. After all we are in the 
Bible Belt area!

In the past several years, 
Parkview Church in Jackson, 
has sent out volunteers all 
over the world. The only real 
missions that we did for our 
Jackson community was through 
our WMU.

Our first work in the MRM 
was helping with Backyard 
Bible Clubs at a government 
project in the summers at 
Parkview Courts in East Jack- 
son. Three years ago, Park­
view Church sent two girls 
and me, a leader of a Madison- 
Chester Activator Team, to 
Clarksdale, Miss. When we 
shared with Parkview about 
our work in Clarksdale with 
the children, we realized that 
there was as much need in 
Jackson.

With the burden of need 
now focused on our city, we 
invited Carol Vaughan, the di­
rector of Church and Commu­
nity Ministries for Madison- 
Chester and Crockett Associa­
tions, to come and share areas 
of need in the Jackson area.

After much prayerful con­
sideration and encouragement 

from the manager and owner 
of the Sadler Mobile Home 
Park in Jackson, we decided to 
accept the project of the trailer 
park. Vaughn then gave us 
ideas and guidelines for start­
ing a ministry and how to 
keep it alive.

With prayer and planning 
on May 17, 1997, we began 

~our ministry on a vacant lot in 
the corner of the mobile home 
park. We had a carnival style 
block party with Bible study, 
games, singing, clowns, and 
food. A total of 35 came from 
our church and nine children 
and 15 adults came from the 
park.

After the block party, we 
held two BYBCs each month 
from June through October 
and averaged one to seven 

MINISTERING in a Backyard Bible Club held at a mobile home 
park in Jackson are clowns, from left, Angela Villegas, April 
Rouse, Jimmie Lynn Phillips, and Janie Smith.

children in attendance. We 
had no inside place to meet at 
the trailer park so we were not 
able to meet regularly during 
the fall and winter seasons.

Pray for the Lord to open 
up a home in the park for 
adult and children’s Bible 
study for the winter months. If 
this is not the Lord’s will, then 
we intend to resume our 
BYBCs on the vacant lot again 
when the weather will permit.

I believe that the key to a 
successful ministry is not how 
many we teach or help. It is 
the consistency with which 
this teaching and helping is 
done. “As we are told in the 
Bible, God’s word will not re­
turn void. The harvest will be 
reaped just as the seeds are 
sown. ■



The Macedonian Call
Missionaries give away coats, minister in Poland
By Steven D. Reece, missionary
For The Macedonian Call

The flood hit quickly last summer in 
Poland. The water rose so rapidly from 
unusually heavy rains in southwestern 
Poland that no one knew what to do. 
Rivers rose and spilled out of their 
banks sending a wall of water across 
the country side.

Within weeks, the flood waters sub­
sided leaving nearly 60 people dead 

RECEIVING A COAT is Mateusz Wysocki, left, 12, of Lubsza, 
Poland, from Bogumil Jarmulak, center, and Zuzanna Bama of First
Church, Wroclaw.

and more than two billion dollars worth 
of property destroyed. According to offi­
cials, it was the “worst flood in Polish 
history.”

The flood threw the government into 
an uproar. People were angry because 
the government could not help them, or 
the government’s help was limited to a 
few thousand “zloty” or 100 bricks.

“Poland did not have much financial 
reserves to help people or to cover re­
building,” said IMB missionary to 

Poland, Doug 
Shaw. “Flood 
insurance is 
virtually non­
existent. The 
one private in­
surer went 
bankrupt. The 
national in­
surance com­
pany suffered 
huge losses due 
to the flood.”

Shaw and 
his wife Marcy 
are first term 
IMB mission­
aries serving 
in Poland. In 
response to the 

disaster, Doug Shaw helped coordinate 
Southern Baptist response to the flood­
ing.

John Floyd, IMB regional leader for 
Central and Eastern Europe, released 
$10,000 in IMB funds to assist in Pol­
ish flood relief. “After this initial re­
sponse, we wanted to reach people that 
everyone else had missed,” Doug Shaw 
said. A total of 20 percent of the flood 
victims received no help at all because 
they did not qualify ”

Shaw contacted Terry Sharp, TBC 
Partnership/Volunteer Missions spe­
cialist and Mickey Caison, NAMB In­
ternational Disaster Relief director. At 
that time, the TBC was involved in a 
partnership with Polish Baptists until 
December 1997.

Shaw, Sharp, and Caison met in 
September with the Flood Aid Commit­
tee of the‘First and Second Churches of 
Wroclaw, Poland, to see what Southern 
Baptists could do to help minister.

The Flood Committee said there 
would be a great need in the winter 
for coats for children. Through the 
TBC Missions and Awareness Involve­
ment Group, in November Tennessee 
Baptists gave 500 coats and hats to 
Polish children, and an additional 
$3,200 towards church repairs and 

medicine for the children.
Thus, the local Baptist churches of 

Wroclaw, five IMB missionaries, and 
one journeyman helped bring an early 
Christmas to 500 children and their 
families. Two days before Christmas, 
the missionaries, working with local 
Polish Baptists, distributed the chil­
dren’s coats and hats with food baskets, 
Gospel tracts, and Bibles to 100 fami­
lies.

“The cooperative effort between the 
Polish Baptists and the IMB missionar­
ies has let the Polish people know who 
Baptists are,” Shaw said. “It also let 
people know that Baptists represent a 
God who loves them and who really 
cares about their needs.”

The distribution of the coats and 
hats also impacted the lives of the 
missionaries. “Giving out the coats, 
changed my life,” said Marcy Shaw. 
“Disasters are very intellectual until 
you are there and see what happened. 
I was overwhelmed by the pain and 
unhappiness of the people that I 
saw."

The flood also gave local Polish Bap­
tists a chance to minister. “In what 
many people thought was a curse, we 
found a blessing,” said a member of the 
joint Flood Aid Committee. ■

Revivals set 
for Brazil 
during fall
For The Macedonian Call

We are now underway with the Ten- 
nesse/Rio Partnership and the first groups 
are now returning. This is a three-year 
partnership with Brazil.

The projects with the Carioca Conven­
tion, which encompasses Rio de Janerio, 
continue to be scheduled. Of special inter­
est are the 1998 Simultaneous Revivals in 
Brazil that are scheduled to be held Aug. 9- 
17 and Sept. 27-Oct. 6.
Project #: PM41998925
Dates: Aug. 9-17
Location: Governor’s Island
Description: Evangelism
A team of 15 people is needed for simulta­

neous revivals in churches in Governor’s 
Island.

Cost: $1,900 per person
Contact: Murray Mathis, pastor of Third 

Church, Murfreesboro, (615) 893-8192 
(office) and (615) 890-7308 (home)

Project #: PM41998919
Dates: Sept. 27-Oct. 6
Location: Jacarepagua
Description: Evangelism
Twenty teams of 2 people each (preacher 

and layperson) are needed for simultane­
ous revivals in churches in Jacarepagua. 
Nightly services will be held along with 
visitation, personal witnessing, speaking 
in schools, and special musical presenta­
tions.

Cost: $1,900 per person
Contact TBC Partnership/Volunteer Mis­

sions Team for information on simultane­
ous revivals at 1 (800) 558-2090 or (615) 
371-2021. ■

Smyrna dramatists serve in Costa Rica
By Jan McCall, First Church, Smyrna 
For The Macedonian Call

Picture mountains in Costa Rica 
surrounding a pretty city and most 
of all friendly, loving people who 
opened their hearts and homes to 10 
drama team members from First 
Church, Smyrna.

This is what we found when we 
arrived in Heredia, Costa Rica, on 
Jan. 9. Our original plan was to take 
a dramatic arts team to Primera 
Igleisia Bautista of Heredia to teach 
drama as a ministry and evangelistic 
tool.

As God was assembling our team, 
it became obvious that He had addi­
tional plans for this trip. At least 
four people who were called had no 
drama experience, and three others 
had only limited drama experience.

We told those who were unsure 
that, “If God is calling you to go, 
you’d better go. There is a reason 
God wants you there.”

The team included: Marlen 
Aguilar, Ron Alley, Maggie Cole, 
Terry Drake, Sherrie Ferrell, Susan 
Harrell, Jan McCall, Jim and Darla 
Pace, and Nancy Williams.

The size of the team and the activ­
ities, already scheduled at the Bap­
tist Camp in San Jose, made it nec­
essary for the team to stay at the Ho­
tel Valladolid in Heredia where we 
ate some meals. Other meals were 
supplied by the families of the 
church which meant that dinner was 
served after the revival services last­
ing from 9 to 11 p.m.

These family meals were an im­
measurable gift to us because the av­
erage income for the families in the 
church was about $7,000 per year. 
The members’ homes were not al­
ways large enough to seat us at ta­

bles, but the love we felt was so 
great that we enjoyed the close fel­
lowship.

The most exciting part of the trip 
was seeing and hearing what God is 
doing in the Central Valley of Costa 
Rica. Sis Tufts and Sue Smith, IMB 
missionaries, shared with us how 
more people wanted to have Bible 
study groups. The response is so 
great that they are scrambling to 
have people lead the groups. An 
evangelistic puppet program is now 
being requested to come into some 
Catholic schools.

One of our team members, Terry 
Drake, is very strong in teaching 
and Evangelism Explosion. Drake’s 
people skills opened doors at the ho­
tel where we stayed. By 
Sunday, Drake knew each 
person on every hotel shift, 
and he would introduce us to 
them.

Unknown to us, the love 
we had for one another, the 
love God gave us to share, 
and the joy we had in serv­
ing God spilled over to every­
one we came in contact. One 
young man from an alcohol 
rehabilitation center for 
teenage boys accepted Christ. 
Two men in the hotel also 
were saved, and two people 
in the church accepted 
Christ.

One of the families that 
fed us was Catholic, but 
their son was a new Christ­
ian who attended Primera 
Inglesia Bautista. The son 
had been looking for someone 
to train him in Evangelism. 
When he met Drake, he said, 
“I am the reason you are 
here.”

God needed and used all 10 people 
on our team for the project; each per­
son was vital to the mission. The last 
night of the revival, Drake told the 
crowd that God had prepared some­
one to take on each ministry we had 
brought down to Costa Rica from 
music, children’s lessons, to prayer. 
All five ministries were accepted by 
someone in the church, and nine peo­
ple out of 60 accepted the call of 
evangelism.

We are currently exploring ways 
of bringing some of the people from 
the Costa Rica church to our Smyrna 
area for training. Thank you, First 
Church, Smyrna, for supporting mis­
sions and for making it possible for 
us to go to Heredia. ■

POSING WITH a pig, which was the mascot of 
a local restaurant, are team members, clock­
wise, Ron Alley, minister of music: Sherrie Fer­
rell; Jan McCall; Susan Harrell; Terry Drake; 
Darla Pace; Jim Pace; Marlen Aguilar; Maggie 
Cole; and Nancy Williams.
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Costa Pica 
Projects

Summer Missionaries

Project#: PM71998823
Dates: May 15-Aug. 15
Location: Central Valley
Description: Summer Missionaries
Two summer missionaries are needed to 

work in local Costa Rica churches in 
evangelism, youth and children's min­
istries. and church development.

Evangelism

Project#: PM71&881O
Dales: September
Location: Heredia
Description: Spiritual Renewal Revival
A team of 4 volunteers is needed to do a 

Spiritual Renewal Campaign for the 
church in areas of personal witnessing 
and missions involvement.

Project#: PM71998808
Dates: September
Location: Heredia
Description: Evangelistic Campaign
A team of 4 volunteers is needed to do a 

youth revival for ages 12 and up and chil­
dren's activities for ages 9 to 12.

Michigan 
Projects

Lifeguard

Project#: N-1
Dates: June 1-Aug 15
Location: Roscommon
Description; Lifeguard
A team of 1-2 is needed to do waterfront su­

pervision for summer camps and general 
maintenance activities.

Summer Missionary

Project#; W-1
Dates. June 1-Aug. 7
Location; Holland
Description: Summer Missionary
A team of 2 is needed to work with churches 

in association doing various assignments 
to reach communities for Christ.

Project#: N-2
Dates; June 1-Aug. 7
Location; Roscommon
Description: Summer Missionary
A team of 2 is needed to work with churches 

In association doing various assignments 
to reach communities for Christ.

Project#. GD-1
Dates: June 1-Aug. 7
Location; Detroit
Description: Summer Missionary
A team of 8 is needed to work in Baptist 

Center in inner city Detroit doing children, 
senior citizen, and homeless programs.

Construction

Project#: GD-2a
Dates: June 1-21
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to rough in multi­

functional building.

Project#: GD-2b
Dates: June 1-21
Location. Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to do roofing in a 

multifunctional building.

Project#: GD-2c
Dates: June 22-July 5
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to do electrical 

work in a multifunctional building.

Project#: GD-2d
Dates: June 22-July 5
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to plumbing for a 

multifunctional building.

Project#: GD-2e
Dates: July 17-26
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to do masonry 

work for a multifunctional building.

Project#: GD-2f
Dates: July 6-26
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to dry wall for a 

multifunctional building

Project#: GD-2g
Dates: July 6-26
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Construction
Three teams are needed to paint a multi­

functional building.

Project#; G-3A
Dates: July 17-20
Location: Durand
Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to do first rough-in 

on a new bullring.

Project#: G-3C
Dates: July 6-13
Location: Durand
Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to do electrical work 

on a new building.

Project#: N-6B
Dates: Open

Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to replace roof of

60.000 sq. ft single story building includ­
ing materials and labor.

Project#: GD-3
Dates: Open
Location: Detroit
Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to do repair work on 

existing building.

Project#; GD-4
Dates: Open
Location; Detroit
Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to build new rest­

rooms.

Project#: SC-3
Dates: Open
Location: Battle Creek
Description: Construction
Volunteers are needed to repair block siding 

of church and chimney.

Music Ministry

Project#; N-5
Dates: Open
Location: Prudenville
Description: Music Ministry
Congregation song leader and pianist are 

needed.

VBS/BYBC

Project#: G-1
Dates: June
Location; Linden
Description: BYBC
A team is needed to do BYBC and Block 

Party with outdoor concert for new 
church start.

Project #: N-4
Dates: July
Location* Cadillac
Description: VBS/Drama
A youth team is needed for a resort area to 

do VBS/Drama with teenagers. A youth 
choir is appropriate.

Project#: N-6A
Dates: July
Location. Oscoda
Description: VBS
A team is needed to do VBS.

Project #: M-2
Dates: July 17-24
Location: Eastpointe
Descnption: Evangetem/VBS/Block Party
A team ot 8-12 is needed to do Block Party 

for evangelism and VBS.

Evangelism

Project#: M-3
Dates: Open
Location: Hazel Park
Description: Evangelism/Church Growth
Revivals teams, evangelism, and church 

planting activities are needed to help 
mission church.

Project #: M-4
Dates; Open
Location: Roseville
Description: Sports Evangelism
A team of 2 volunteers is needed to do 

sports clinics for children and youth with 
emphasis on evangelism.

Telephone Survey

Project#. H-1
Dates: Open
Location: Ann Arbor
Description: Telephone Survey
A team of 6-12 volunteers is needed to do 

telephone survey for new work 
prospects.

Project#. H-2
Dates: Open
Location: Chelsea
Description: Telephone Survey
A team of 6-12 volunteers is needed to do 

telephone survey for new work 
prospects.

Project#: H-3
Dates: Open
Location: Dexter
Description: Telephone Survey
A team of 6-12 volunteers is needed to do 

telephone survey for new work 
prospects. ,,

Project#: H-4
Dates: Open
Location: Pinchney
Description: Telephone Survey
A team of 6-12 volunteers is needed to do 

telephone survey for new work 
prospects.

Canada
Projects

Camp

Project#: 97MIDO27
Dates: July 19-24
Location; Alberta
Description: Camp Counselor
One volunteer is needed to serve as a life­

guard for a children's camp. Other abili­
ties such as drama, music, etc. a plus.

Construction

Project#: 98CAPO14
Dates: Open
Location: Richmond, British Columbia
Description: Construction/ESL/Muslc
A team of 4-6 volunteers is needed to do 

construction on a church and house. Of 

for ESL and 2 people for 3-6 months for 
music

Education

Project#: 98NOR025
Dates: September to May 1999
Location: Charlottetown
Description: Education
A team is needed to evaluate, plan, and im­

prove new ministries in Christian Educa­
tion. to support growth of younger fami­
lies. and equip leaders.

Evangelism

Project#: 98NOR030
Dates: May30-June7
Location: Calgary
Description: Evangelism
A team of 20-30 is needed to hand out seek­

er targeted information as part of Opera­
tion Lifeboat.

Project #: 97NOR021
Dates: June 29-July 4
Location: Saskatchewan
Description: Evangelism/Camps/Music/Dra- 

ma
A team of 10-15 is needed to help with an 

associational based family camp. Camp 
begins July 1 and runs through weekend 
with special emphases every night. Also 
involves 2-3 days in Saskatoon.

Project #; 97NOR018
Dates: July 18-Aug. 1
Location: North Battleford, Saskatchewan
Description: Evangelism/VBS
A team of 3 is needed to do VBS, visitation, 

crafts, drama, and puppets.

Project#: 97NOR016
Dates: Sept. 19-27
Location: Prince Albert
Description: Evangelism/Music
A team of 10-12 is needed to hold nightly re­

vival services with music and drama.

VBS/BYBC

Project#: 97MIDO26
Dates: July 1-14
Location: Evansburg, Alberta
Description: VBS
A team ot 3 is needed to VBS with music, 

classes, and games.

Project#: 98NORO24
Dates: July 4-10
Location: Charlottetown
Description: VBS/Evangelism
A team of 12 volunteers is needed to do 

VBS and visitation in the homes.

Project#: CA-18
Dates. July 13-24
Location: Northwest Edmonton
Description: VBS/Community Survey
A team of 4 is needed to do VBS and survey 

with focus on low cost housing projects in 
area.

Project#: 97NORO198
Dates: Open
Location: Halifax
Description: BYBC/Prayer Walk
A team is needed to lead BYBC. prayer 

walks, and opinion polls.

Project#. 97NORO22
Dates; August
Location: Saskatchewan
Description. VBS/BYBC
A team of 10-12 is needed to lead

VBS/BYBC

Pio de Janeiro 
Projects

Evangelism

Project»: PM41998912
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Construction
A team of 10 is needed to do evangelism 

and light construction in small churches.

Project#: PM41998907
Dates: June 6-14
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Construction/Evangelism
A team of 12 is needed to do construction 

and refurbishing work at the Centers for 
Social Work. They will also do evangelis­
tic work in neighboring churches and oth­
er activities of the Social Work Board.

Project#: PM41998913
Dates: Open
Location: Rio dq Janeiro
Description: Evangelism
A team is needed to do evangelism in small 

churches.

Project#: PM4199826
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism
A team ot 11 is needed to do evangelism 

small churches.

Project#: PM41998914
Dates; Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Creative Ministries
A team is needed to do evangelism and cre­

ative ministries in small churches and 
new congregations.

Project #; PM41998917
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Construction
A team is needed to do evangelism and 

construction in small churches and new 
congregations. Also help complete con­
struction on a small church.

Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism
A team of 20 volunteers is needed to revital­

ize a church with less than 10 members.

Project #: PM41998915
Dates: July 26-Aug. 4
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Creative Ministries
A team is needed to do evangelism, creative 

ministries, puppets, drama, music in 
small churches, and new congregations.

Project#: PM41998919
Dales: Sept. 27-Oct. 6
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism
Twenty teams of 2 (preacher and layperson­

music) are needed for simultaneous re­
vivals in churches in Jacarepagua. Night­
ly services will be held along with visita­
tion, personal witnessing, speaking in 
schools, and special musical presenta­
tions.

Project #; PM41998904
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Drama/Music
A team of students will perform In schools, 

churches, plazas to prepare people for a 
crusade.

Summer Missionary

Project#: PM41998902
Dates: June 1-Aug. 8
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Evangelism/Sodal Work
Four summer missionaries are needed to 

work in homes provided by the Carioca 
Convention Social Work Board to teach 
skills and do evangelistic outreach.

Church Planting

Project #: PM41998924
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Church Planting
A team of 20 volunteers is needed to start a 

new work in Jacarepagua Association 
area, called Pantanal.

Construction

Project#: PM41998909
Dates: Open
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Construction/Evangelism
A team ot 12 volunteers is needed to do re­

furbishing work at the Centers for Social 
Work and evangelistic work in area 
churches.

Revival

Project #; PM41998925
Dates: Aug. 9-17
Location: Rio de Janeiro
Description: Revival
A team of 15 volunteers is needed to do re­

vival at Governor's Island.

Tennessee 
Projects

Construction

Project #: T-59 w
Dates; May 24-Aug. 7
Location: Jefferson City
Description; Construction
A team is needed to do home repair ministry 

for rural East Tennessee families.

Project #: T-18
Dates: May 26-Aug. 6
Location: Jefferson City
Description: Construction/Appalachian Out­

reach
A team of 10 summer missionaries is need­

ed to do home repair ministry for low in­
come families.

Contact: Shannon Washum, (423) 475-5611

Project #: T-19
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team is needed to do interior work/finlsh- 

Ing of a pre-engineered metal bullring.
Contact: Lawrence O. Hudson. (901) 744-

1643

Project #: T-29
Dates: May-September
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team Is needed to complete a metal frame 

building.

Project #: t-25
Dates: June-August
Location: Martin
Description: Construction
A team of 4-12 volunteers is needed to do 

construction of a new addition to the 
Baptist Student Center.

Contact: James Kinsey. (901) 885-8525

Project •: T-28
Dates: June-August
Location: Ripley
Description- Construction
A team Is needed to brick original sanctuary 

and an 40-foot addition.

Project •; T-49
Dates: June 13-20
Location: Chattanooga
Description; Construction/Special Event
A team of 10-100 volunteers is needed to do 

construction In the morning and special 
events ministry in the evening.

Contact: Stan Braley, (423) 267-3794

Dates: June 20-26
Location: Chattanooga
Description: Construction/BYBC
A team of 10-100 volunteers is needed to do 

minor construction, BYBC in morning, 
and resort and park ministry in evenings'.

Contact; Stan Braley. (423) 267-3794

Project #: T-33
Dates: June 22-July 31
Location: Memphis
Description: Painting
A team of 10-30 volunteers is needed to do 

repair andjiome improvements.

Project #: T-53
Dates: July 4-10
Location: Chattanooga
Description: Construction
A team of 10-100 volunteers is needed to do 

BYBC or construction in the morning and 
resort ministry in afternoons.

Contact; Stan Braley. (423) 267-3794

Project #: T-50
Dates: July 25-31
Location: Chattanooga
Description: Construction. Resort, Inner

City
A team of 10-100 volunteers is needed to do 

construction or BYBC in morning and 
work with resort or senior adult ministry 
in slate parks in afternoon.

Contact: Stan Braley. (423) 267-3794

Project #: T-43
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 4-10 volunteers is needed to 

frame and roof new ministry center.

Project H: T-42
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 4-10 volunteers is needed to do 

metal building construction for a new 
ministry center.

Project #: T-41
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 2-10 volunteers is needed to do 

electrical and plumbing work for a new 
ministry center.

Project #: T-37
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description; Construction
A team of 5-15 volunteers is needed to do 

finish work on church.

Project #: T-46
Dates. Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team ot 4-10 volunteers is needed to do 

paving for parking lot and driveway of 
new ministry center

Project #: T-34
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 5-10 volunteers is needed to re­

place roof of building.

Project #: T-32
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 5-20 volunteers is needed to pave 

parking lot.

Project #: T-31
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 5-15 volunteers is needed to do 

plumbing and electrical work on church.

Project #: T-45
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 4-10 volunteers is needed to do 

drywall for new ministry building.

Project #: T-44
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 4-10 volunteers is needed to do 

masonry work on new ministry center.

Project #: T-47
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Construction
A team of 25-30 volunteers is needed to do 

construction of a new sanctuary for an 
African-American church.

Camps

Project •: T-52
Dates: July 11-17
Location: Chattanooga
Description: Camp Leader
A team of 10-15 volunteers Is needed to • 

lead summer camp.
Contact: Stan Braley, (423) 267-3794

Project»: T-51
Dates: July 18-24
Location: Chattanooga
Description: Camps
A team of 10-15 volunteers is needed to be 

co-counselors, recreation leaders, wor­
ship leaders, and do teaching.

Contact: Stan Braley, (423) 267-3794

Project»: T-48
Dates: July 26-31
Location: Brighton
Description: Camp
A team of 5-10 volunteers Is needed to con­

duct a week of summer camp.

Location: Memphis
Description: Sports Camps
A team of 10-20 volunteers is needed to do 

.youth outreach with sports evangelism.

Project #; T-14
Dates: June 14-Aug. 1
Location: Townsend
Description: Camp
A learn of 5-15 is needed (or Smoky Moun­

tain Resort Ministries day camp in morn­
ings. youth activities in afternoon, and 
family program In evenings. A total of 1 
group is required per week for 7 weeks.

Contact; Lori Fortner. (423) 436-0160

Revival

Project #: T-36
Dates: Open
Location; Memphis
Description; Youth revival
A team of 10-30 volunteers is needed to do 

a youth revival.

BYBC/VBS

Project th T-8
Dates: June 29-July 3
Location: Elizabethton
Description: BYBC/Community Improve­

ment
A team of 10-20 is needed to provide BYBC. 

VBS. or Big A Club at Hale Community 
Ministries building for children ages 5-12 
from public housing.

Contact: Rebecca Brumitt. (423) 547-0088

Project #: T-26
Dates: June-August
Location: Covington
Description: BYBC
A youth team is needed to lead in BYBC.

Project #: T-27
Dates: July
Location: Memphis
Description: BYBC Revival
A team of 14 volunteers is needed to do 

Evangelism and BYBC.

Project #: T-24
Dates: July 27-31
Location: Memphis
Description: VBS
A team of 12-15 volunteers is needed to do 

VBS.

Miscellaneous

Project#: T-20
Dates: Open
Location: Memphis
Description: Clown Ministry
A team is needed to give guidance and in­

structions on starting a puppet ministry.
Contact Lawrence O. Hudson, (901) 744-

1643

Project Woodcock Center
Dates: April 4
Location: Nashville
Description; Construction
A team of skilled roofers and other volun­

teers is needed to re-roof Woodcock 
Center.

Contact; Tony Langton, pastor and director. 
(615) 254-9380

Mission Service Corps

Project: Brinkley Heights Ministry Center 
Dales: Open for Long Term Missions > 4

Months
Location: Memphis
Description: Leadership Development 
A team is needed to work with chadren.

teens, single parents, young married, se­
nior adults, etc. for one year at Brinkley 
Heights Ministry Center. Persons would 
become “temporary/honorary members' 
of Brinkley Heights Church to assist in 
leadership development, in building rela­
tionships. and in reclamation of commu­
nity for Christ Also needed are: minister 
of recreation, minister of youth, and wor­
ship and choir leader.

Contact. Sam Wilson, director, or Tim Cox.
pastor. (901) 458-0617

Project Woodcock Center
Dates: Open for Long Term Missions > 4

Months
Location: Nashville
Description: Relationships Development
A team is needed to assist Woodcock Cen­

ter workers to build relationships ot trust 
and to serve as ‘agents of change' in in­
ner-city community. They wiB address 
long-term needs in food and clothing dis­
tributions, meals, tutoring, youth recre­
ation and vocational training.

Contact: Tony Langton, pastor and director, 
(615) 254-9380

Project: Copper Basin Crisis Center
Dates: Open for Long Term Missions > 4 

Months
Location: Ducktown
Description: Distnbution and Counseling
A team is needed to assist Copper Basm 

Crisis Center in food, clothing and used 
furniture distribution. They will also coun­
sel and coordinate youth teams.

Contact: Al Patterson, director of missions 
for Copper Basis Association. (423) 496- 
7977 (office) or (423) 496-2826 (home)

Project: Appalachian Outreach
Dates: Open for Long Term Missions > 4

Months
Location: Jefferson City
Description: Volunteer Coordinator
A team Is needed to coordinate volunteer 

activity for home remodeling In rural 
area. Persona must be skilled in con­
struction with ability to do home repair 
work.

Contact. Shannon Washam, director. (423) 
475-5611
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Tragedy-striken Sutton: 'You can trust the Lord'
By James A. Smith Sr.
For Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Five 
days after experiencing what 
he called the “darkest moment 
of my life,” Jerry Sutton told a 
March 3 chapel audience at 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary God can be trusted 
to help believers through life’s 
difficulties.

“I’ve been to the bottom, 
and I want to say to you out 
of the experience of life that 
the Word of God is sufficient 
for every need,” Sutton 
preached.

“It is sufficient for every cri­
sis. It is sufficient for every un­
known and every question.”

Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers 
Church, Nashville, struck a 
pedestrian on his way to pick 
up evangelist Jay Strack early 
in the morning of Feb. 26. The 
two ministers were planning to 
ride together for Strack’s 
preaching engagement later 
the same morning at the 
Louisville seminary’s semi­
weekly chapel service. A 47- 
year-old woman was killed in

the traffic accident and Strack 
never made the trip to 
Louisville, resulting in an im­
promptu time of prayer and re­
flection on the tragedy during 
the chapel service.

Sutton, who had been 
scheduled to 
speak in 
chapel before 
the beginning 
of the spring 
semester, 
thanked the 
seminary com­
munity for its 
prayers on his 
behalf and an­
nounced that he decided to put 
aside the sermon he intended 
to deliver and instead told the 
community, “I want to share 
with you this morning what 
God dealt with me about in the 
past week.”

The deceased woman, 
Pamela Douglas, “was a dear, 
precious lady .... She loved the 
Lord Jesus,” Sutton said, ex­
plaining the never-married 
woman lived with her invalid 
mother whom she cared for. It 
was while crossing the street

to catch the bus that Douglas 
stepped in front of his car, Sut­
ton said, adding, “I didn’t see 
her until I was about five feet 
from her.”

According to Sutton, Dou­
glas worked at the Nashville 
public library office and coordi­
nated the annual Christmas­
time Angel Tree project for 
Prison Fellowship, an evangel­
ical para-church ministry to 
the incarcerated and their 
families.

Sutton said the moment of 
tragedy happened after a 
“mountaintop experience” the 
church enjoyed during the 
Strack-led revival services at 
Two Rivers Church earlier 
that week. The night before 
the accident, 22 people had 
been baptized.

“I asked the Lord, ‘Why did 
you let this happen?’ ” Sutton 
said. “There is no answer on 
this side. I’ll understand when 
I get to the other side. But for 
now there is no answer,” he 
said.

The trustworthiness of the 
Bible was demonstrated in the 
time of crisis, Sutton said, not­

ing his daughter, fellow minis­
ters, and friends reminded him 
of biblical passages from which 
to seek comfort and assurance: 
Job 1:6, Psalm 84, Matthew 
11:28-30, Romans 8:26-28, 
Galatians 6:2, and I Peter 5:7.

“What looks to be a horrible, 
horrible situation God will 
make a place of nourishing in 
time,” Sutton said, citing 
Psalm 84. “God will take the 
horrible experiences of life and 
he will make it a source to 
minister life to people who 
need him.”

In spite of crisis, Sutton 
maintained, “You can trust the 
Lord. When things are going 
wrong, you can trust the Lord.

“When you do not know 
where to go, you can trust the 
Lord. When there are multiple 
options of what you can do 
when you graduate, you can 
trust the Lord.

“When there is only one 
door, you can trust the Lord. 
When there are no doors, you 
can trust the Lord. When 
times are good, you can trust 
him. When times are bad, you 
can trust him. He is a trust­

worthy God.”
An outpouring of love and 

support from church members, 
fellow ministers, and friends 
came quickly after the news of 
the tragedy became known, 
Sutton recounted.

“We felt the ministry of the 
body of Christ to us,” Sutton 
said. “Last Thursday (Feb. 26) 
was the darkest moment of my 
life,” Sutton said.

“I went to the bottom. I 
want to tell you, dear friend, 
when you get to the bottom 
there is a solid rock upon 
which you can stand. God was 
present because he cares. I can 
tell you not as a salesman but 
as a satisfied customer, what­
ever God says is true.

“There is a reality in the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit and 
the ministry of the Word of 
God in times of crisis, and God 
Almighty will never leave you 
hanging,” he concluded. ■

Belmont position 
joins athletics, missions 
For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Jeff McGinnis, a for­
mer Belmont University basketball play­
er and current strength and conditioning 
coach in the athletic department, has 
been named director of athletes in min­
istry at the school.

The new position reflects a joint effort 
between Belmont’s athletic department, 
the School of Religion, the physical edu­
cation, health, and wellness department, 
university ministries, and university re­
lations.

“We are truly excited about the possi­
bilities of Jeffs serving alongside us in 
orchestrating opportunities for our ath­
letes to share not only their missions ex­
perience, but their personal faith as 
well,” said Dane Anthony, university 
minister.

The concept of athletes in ministry 
has taken off the last few years and Bel­
mont is a leading participant, committed 
to the Tennessee Baptist Convention’s 
partnership -missions efforts through 
sports evangelism.

“Sports evangelism has become a 
strategic way of sharing Christ with peo­
ple around the w'orld, particularly 
youth,” said Belmont staffer Betty Wise­
man, who has led Belmont athletes on 
mission trips to Poland.

McGinnis traveled on the first two 
teams which went to Poland in 1995 and 
1996 and along with his wife, Amy, will 
be part of a faculty/staff team going to 
Costa Rica this month on spring break.

In his new role McGinnis will help or­
ganize local and global missions projects 
for the varsity athletes and coaches, 
while also coordinating requests of local 
churches for athletes to share their expe­
riences in these ministries. ■

Tennessee missionary uses illness to glorify God
By Betty Poor
For Baptist and Reflector

ORANJESTAD, Aruba — There 
are days when Tennessean Debra 
Owens-Hughes doesn’t feel like doing 
missions work. She and her husband, 
Stan, are church planters here with 
the Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board.

Some days Debra, who was born 
in Paris, to Africa missionaries Car­
los and Myrtice Owens (now retired 
and living in Buchanon), feels mus­
cular pain all over her body and suf­
fers extreme fatigue after very little 
physical activity. She suffers from 
two chronic physical problems: fibro 
myalgia and autonomic dysfunction. 
But the Lord is using these illnesses 
for his glory.

“I’m the support system for Stan,” 
she said. “My ministry is now with 
my kids and my husband. It’s hum­
bling. I want to do more. But being 
humbled is the best thing that can 
happen to me.”

The Owens-Hughes have four chil­
dren: Mikaela, 10; Carlos, 7; and Sier­
ra and Zachary, 4. Carlos and Zachary 
are adopted Brazilians.

As a missionary kid herself, Owens- 
Hughes is certainly not used to the 
more passive lifestyle her illness has 
forced upon her. Although she was 
born in Tennessee, she spent her 
childhood in Kigoma, Tanzania, Limu- 
ru, Kenya, and Moshi Tanzania.

“The biggest problem I had about 
going as a missionary myself was 
knowing whether it was the Lord 
wanting me to go or me wanting to go 
home,” she said.

She attended Belmont University in 
Nashville and earned a degree from the 
University of South Florida in Tampa. 
She then headed on to Golden Gate

SOUTHERN BAPTIST missionaries Stan and Debra Owens-Hughes, left, chat with 
vacationers in Aruba at the La Cabana Resort where Hughes conducts services each 
Sunday morning. With Stan is their son, Carlos. — IMB photo by Sandy King

Baptist Theological Seminary where 
she met Stan. Her certainty of God’s 
call to the mission field was confirma­
tion that God wanted him to be a mis­
sionary as well. The couple married in 
1988 and were appointed to serve in 
Novo Hamburgo, Brazil, where she 
worked in an orphanage and taught 
English as a Second Language. They 
transferred to Aruba in 1996.

By then Owens-Hughes was deal­
ing with her illness. “You prepare for 
mission service, you go to seminary, 
and you live with what you plan to do, 
and then this happens,” she said. “I 
participate in the Bible studies Stan 
leads, but sometimes I can’t even get 
to church.”

She noted God is at work in her 
family, however. “I’ve seen him at 
work in the lives of our children. The 
two older ones have accepted Christ. I 
have a lot of contacts with other par­

ents through the children.
“God amazes me how he not only 

uses us, but takes care of us,” she said. 
She said she didn’t understand at first 
why the Lord led her and Stan to a 
beautiful resort island in the 
Caribbean. “I would have lived any­
where. But God knew he could take 
care of me here. I am able to put my 
kids in the school system here.”

Because Debra has been through 
difficulties with her illness, she can re­
late to people who have a crisis in 
their life.

The couple ministers to people in 
crisis through home Bible studies, a 
prison ministry, counseling, and a 
Sunday service in a shared time resort.

Though Owens-Hughes knows sev­
eral languages her best communica­
tion of the Gospel comes through the 
way she deals with her chronic fatigue 
and pain. ■



ERCL seminar reaffirms God’s design for the family, sexuality
By Tom Strode & Dwayne 
Hastings For Baptist Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — An 
American church infiltrated by 
the culture’s declining sexual 
standards can still make a dif­
ference by proclaiming and ap­
plying God’s Word, speakers de­
clared at the annual seminar of 
the Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission.

In several addresses March 2- 
4 at a seminar focusing on the 
theme, “The Family & Human 
Sexuality: Reaffirming God’s De­
sign,” speakers counted the cost 
of a sexual revolution that has 
engulfed American society. They 
called on the church to restore 
crippled individuals and families.

“We have let the world sell us 
a cheap bill of goods,” said Ed 
Young, pastor of Second 
Church, Hous­
ton, of many in 
the church who 
have adopted 
society’s view 
of sexuality.

Such a god­
less approach 
to sex will af­
fect all areas of YOUNG 
culture, Young 
said. “We will all be splattered 
by it,” he said. “Don’t think you 
will be safe in your gated com­
munities or the suburbs or be­
hind the stained glass of our 
churches.”

Speakers provided plenty of ev­
idence of the detrimental impact 
distorted views of sex and mar­
riage are having on the culture.

The risks of acquiring a sexu­
ally transmitted disease “are 
enormously more than they ever 
have been,” said sexual health 
specialist Joe Mcllhaney. As evi­
dence, he said:

(1) 12 million Americans get a 
new STD infection each year;

(2) Five of the 10 most frequent­
ly reported infectious diseases in 
the United States are STDs;

(3) There are more than 25

Accepting Resumes
Full-time Music/Youth. Par­

sonage included. First Baptist 
Church, Box 88, Harrisburg, 
AR 72432.

significant STDs today, while 
there were only two before 1960.

Linda Keener, executive di­
rector of a Chattanooga, crisis 
pregnancy center, cited a recent 
report showing 43 percent of 
American women will have an 
abortion in their lifetime.

National Fatherhood Initia­
tive President Wade Horn said: 
nearly four of 10 children do not 
have a father at home and it is 
estimated six of 10 children bom 
in the United States in the 
1990s will spend a “significant 
portion of their childhood” in a 
home without their father.

Only 55 percent of American 
adults are married — the lowest 
percentage ever, said columnist 
and author Michael McManus.

South Carolina pastor Hal 
Lane said in one of the five ses­
sions, “The biblical church must 
make the task of affirming the 
biblical family one of its most 
important and sacred duties. 
Never before has it been more 
important for the church to 
teach the biblical view of mar- 

’ riage and family.”
While the church should help 

the family, the government 
should make sure to not harm 
the family, said South Carolina 
Gov. David Beasley.

A seminary professor chal­
lenged the leadership of the 
ERLC and the Southern Baptist 
Convention to attack the prob­
lem of sexual abuse.

The convention’s leadership 
needs to speak out* and act on 
behalf of women and children 
“who are sexually abused, ne­
glected, and forgotten,” said 
Paul House, Old Testament pro­
fessor at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary. The SBC 
needs to exert purposeful leader-

Holy Land Tour
Visit the Holy Land with host 

Mickey Basham, pastor of 
Puryear Baptist Church on a 
10-day tour, Jan. 18-27,1999.

Package: airfare, 1st Class 
Hotels, deluxe motor coach, two 
meals per day, and more. 
$1,622 from N.Y. or $1,822 
from Nashville w/early payment 
discount. Limited no. of seats 
available at this rate. For info, 
call (901)247-5213. 

ship that goes “beyond perenni­
ally important matters such as 
marriage and family, homosexu­
ality and heterosexuality, di­
vorce, chastity, and promiscu­
ity,” he said.

“Let me be blunt,” House 
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Charleston Southern University
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said. "The SBC must do more to 
expose pedophiles, urge their 
prosecution, and expose how ut­
terly evil individuals are who ., 
rape our children, damage our 
marriages, and foul our culture. 
I pray that Southern Baptists

will act before a generation of 
our children rises up and con­
demns us for remaining silent, 
soothing ourselves with the no­
tion that everybody is against 
child abuse and there is not 
much we can do.” ■

Advertising Planner for Christian Market
If you’d like to use your communication skills to help churches 

know about Christian resources available to them, we'd like to hear 
from you. We’re looking for two persons with about ten years experi­
ence for positions involving communications, advertising, and promo­
tion. Bachelor’s degree required.

Ten years experience involving communications, advertising, and 
promotion required. Exceptional skills needed, including strong inter­
personal skills; planning skills, ability to coordinate several projects si­
multaneously; ability to work with graphic designer to develop con­
cepts; copywriting; ability to establish communication goals; and skills 
in selecting appropriate communication methods/vehicles to achieve 
those goals. While the current methods being used are primarily print- 
oriented, some projects include video presentations, audio messages, 
and the use of exhibits.

If that’s a match with your skills, and if your heart yearns to be in­
volved in a position that helps churches carry out their ministries, 
send your resume and salary requirement to: Human Resources De­
partment, MSN 121, Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, 127 9th Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37234-0121. FAX: 
(615) 251-5017.
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■..Mike Vidal of the His­
panic Church of Spring Creek 
Church, Clarksville, will be or­
dained March 15. Vidal is re­
tired from the U.S. Navy and 
is studying by correspondence 
at Covington Theological Semi­
nary, Covington, Ga.

■ Pleasant Ridge Church, 
Huntland, has called Dennis 
Tunstill as pastor.

■ Scott Walker has been 
called as pastor, Meridian 
Church, Jackson, effective 
March 22. He formerly was 
pastor, Second Church, 
Millington.

■ Spring Creek Church, 
Paris, has called Ray Barrow 
as interim pastor.

■ Mansfield Church, Mans­
field, has called Bobby Camp­
bell as pastor.

■ James Best, pastor, 
First Church, Greeneville, will 
retire this fall when the first 
phase of the building program 
is complete. He has served 
there 23 years.

■ The mother of Gerald
Stow, Bertha Lee Stafford 
Stow, 88, died March 12 in 
Nashville. Gerald Stow is pres­
ident, Tennessee Baptist Chil­
dren’s Homes, based in Brent­
wood. Mrs. Stow was a mem­
ber of Tusculum Hills Church, 
Nashville.

■ Meridian Church, 
Jackson, dedicated its new 
sanctuary and activity center 
Feb. 22. James Porch, execu­
tive director, Tennessee Bap­
tist Convention Executive 
Board ministries, spoke.

■ Oak City Church, Sey­
mour, will break ground 

BETH PROWSE, third from left, stands with friends who honored 
her on Beth Prowse Day March 1 in Stone Association. Prowse, 
wife of director of missions Michael Prowse, was given a reception 
at First Church, Cookeville, to thank her for serving for about five 
years as secretary at the association office, and for serving five 
years as associational Woman's Missionary Union director, and in 
other leadership positions during their 20-year service here.

March 22 for a new sanctuary 
at about 1 p.m. following a 
10:30 a.m. worship service and 
luncheon.

■ First Church, Fayet­
teville, will hold a prayer re­
vival April 19-23.

■ First Church, Fairfield 
Glade, will hold revival March 
19-22. Jerry Atkins of Chat­
tanooga, will speak. Also an 
open house and dedication of 
its new buildipg and remod­
eled sanctuary will be held 
March 22 along with a lun­
cheon.

■ M.O.M.S. of Forest Hills 
Church, Nashville, will meet 
March 26 at 7 p.m. Jan Yuill 
will speak on “Moms Leaving 
the Workplace.” For more in­
formation, call the church at 
(615) 373-8074 or e-mail it at 

.fhbc@nashville.net
■ Unity Church, Mur­

freesboro, held a revival 
which resulted in three people 
making professions of faith, in­
cluding one person who was 75 
years of age. Floyd “Lammie” 
Lammersfeld, evangelist, 
spoke.

■ Lincoya Hills Church, 
Donelson, will hold a Commu­
nity Block Party March 28 
from 1-5 p.m. A free meal will 
be served and activities and 
entertainment will be provid­
ed. Also the church will hold a 
revival March 29 - April 1. 
Tom Madden, retired executive 
director, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board 
ministries, will speak. Lynn 
Briley will lead the music.

■ A spin-off of the 1996 
Promise Keepers Rally in 
Memphis, the sixth Tri-Coun- 
ty Family Affair for residents 
of Fayette, Hardeman, and 
Haywood counties will be held 
March 21 at Eddie Martin’s 
Barn in KoKo. The event will 
begin at 4 p.m. and include a 
message, dinner, and music. 
For more information, contact 
First Church, Somerville, at 
(901) 465-3528.

■ First Church, Somer­
ville, will hold revival March 
29 - April 2. Floyd “Lammie”

Lammersfeld, evangelist, will 
speak. The Bradfords, a music 
group of Leawood Church, 
Memphis, will perform. For 
more information, contact the 
church at (901)465-3528.

■ Southside Church, 
Johnson City, held services 
Feb. 15 in its new sanctuary. 
The morning service drew 
about 400 people.

■ Jean Stockdale, a popu­
lar speaker and member of 
Bellevue Church, Cordova, will 
lead a women’s study at The 
Glory of His Grace conference 
hosted by the women’s min­
istry of Alpha Church, Mor­
ristown, on April 25. For 
more information, call (423) 
581-3237.

■ Rocky Point Church, 
Russellville, will hold revival 
March 22-25. Larry Parrott, 
pastor, Pleasant View Church, 
Talbott, will speak and 
Michael Turner will lead wor­
ship.

■ Hiwassee Association 
will hold an Evangelism Con­
ference March 27 at Pisgah 
Church, Decatur. It will begin 
at 7 p.m. Ron Sorah, pastor, 
First Church, Calhoun, will 
speak and the choir of First 
Church, Calhoun, will sing.

■ Nashville Association 
will hold a Senior Adult Spring 
Rally April 2 at Tusculum 
Hills Church, Nashville. For 
more information, call the as­
sociation at (615) 259-3034.

■ Riverside Association 
will hold an Associational 
Evangelism Conference March 
24 at 7 p.m. at First Church, 
Livingston. Fred Lodge, pas­
tor, Una Church, Nashville, 
and Doug Sager, president of 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion and pastor, First Church, 
Corcord, will speak. Julian 
Suggs of Tennessee Baptist 
Convention Executive Board 
ministries will lead the music.

■ Western District Asso­
ciation collected items for the 

FOUR GENER­
ATIONS of Wo­
man's Mission­
ary Union mem­
bers pose dur­
ing WMU Focus 
Week at Smyr­
na Church, Bur­
lison. They are, 
from left, front 
row, Audrey 
Engstrand; back 
row, Tracy Eng­
strand, Ruby 
McCommon, 
and Nellene 
Kidd. McCom­
mon, 89, has 
been a WMU 
member for 50 
years.

crisis center of Copper Basin 
Association. Members of the 
association’s 32 churches deliv­
ered to the center on March 5 a 
truck full of diapers, cleaning 
supplies, laundry detergents, 
paper products, and personal 
care items. The project was co­
ordinated by Jane Crossnoe, 
Woman’s Missionary Union 
mission project leader for the 
association, and Bill Smith, di­
rector of missions.

■ Union University, 
Jackson, has named Nedra J. 
KanaveLas director of news 
and information, effective 
March 9. An alumnus, Kanavel 
was editorial page assistant for 
The Jackson Sun.

■ Tennesseans interested 
in serving as crew chiefs of 
World Changers projects may 
attend a World Changers 
Crew Chief School April 16- 
18 at Camp Linden, Linden, or 
April 23-25 at Camp Carso$, 
Newport. Training will be oi- 
fered on roofing, flooring, and 
sheetrock repair. Registration 
begins at 4 p.m. on Thursday. 
For more information, contact 
Tim Bearden at Tennessee 
Baptist Convention Executive 
Board ministries, (615) 371- 
2026.

Watertown church 
sees 41 saved 
in recent revival 
For Baptist and Reflector

WATERTOWN — Round 
Lick Church here saw 41 
people make professions of 
faith during a recent revival. 
The results were so amazing, 
the meeting was extended 
one day to five days, reported 
Terry Wilkerson, pastor.

This revival follows one a 
year ago in which 98 people 
made professions of faith. In 
fact, in the last 13 months, 
the congregation has seen 
228 people make initial spiri­
tual decisions, Wilkerson 
said. This is true despite the 
fact the town only has a pop­
ulation of 1,300.

Ronnie Owens, evangelist 
of Tazewell, spoke during the 
sendees and in a Watertown 
public school to about 400 
students. There he spoke 
mostly about being a winner, 
but he also invited the youth 
to the revival meeting, ex­
plained Wilkerson.

And teenagers who are 
members of the church were 
inviting teens to the services 
and distributing tickets to a 
free meal of pizza. The stu­
dents responded and 13 
made professions of faith.

Wilkerson traces the suc­
cess of the revival to the 30- 
day preparation period, 
which has been held prior to 
each revival. During these 
periods, the members com­
mit to specific prayer times, 
usually for 30 minutes.

The church also had a 
record attendance, drawing 
375 in one service although 
the building only seats 300. 
Wilkerson has been pastor 
of the church for about a 
year. B&R

SERVING Antioch 
Church, Humboldt, 
are Bill Rice, left, 
as pastor, and his 
son, Andy Rice, as 
associate pastor. 
Bill Rice has 
served several 
churches in Gib­
son County. Andy 
Rice was licensed 
by First Church. 
Humboldt, recently 

. and is taking semi­
nary classes at 
Union University, 
Jackson.

mailto:fhbc@nashville.net


Best place for Christian not always the safest: Tennessee missionary
Rv Hprb Hollinaer were participating in a mis- the call to the Christian life pala, Uganda. to find where God wants us or
By Herb Hollinger were participating in a mis-
For Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The best 
place in life for a Christian is 
not necessarily the safest or 
most comfortable, according to 
a Southern Baptist missionary 
to Uganda.

Mark Pierce, missionary 
doctor wi^h the International 
Mission Board in the east 
African nation, told employees 
in chapel at the SBC Building 
March 6, Christians often pray 
to be in the center of God's

sions conference in Franklin 
where he and his wife were 
members of First Church be­
fore going to the mission field. 
The former director of research 
in infectious diseases at Van­
derbilt University Hospital was 
invited to speak to the monthly 
chapel of SBC employees.

Using Ephesians 4:1, Pierce 
challenged the employees with 
two keys in being “worthy ... of 
your call.”

Obedience and “Christlike- 
ness” are most important,

was not a “trivial thing.” But 
after getting married, then 
with a family while working in 
AIDS research at Vanderbilt, 
Pierce said there was a comfort 
zone. But obedience to his call 
to medical missions was priori­
tized when he went on a short­
term missionary project to 
Uganda in 1992.

Later at a marriage retreat 
at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist 
Conference Center, Pierce said 
the conference leader, Henry 
Blackaby, helped him realize

In Uganda, Pierce has to find to what he has called 
worked in difficult, poverty- us, but to be like Jesus Christ
stricken areas and once faced a wherever we are and at what-
devastating cholera epidemic 
while at the hospital in Kam­
pala where he teaches and 
practices medicine.

Citing Romans 8:29, Pierce 
called Christians to be. “con­
formed to his likeness.” As a 
physician, Pierce said he is 
aware he can be a help in heal­
ing physical problems but al­
ways in “Christ's name.”

“Our purpose is not so much

ever we are doing,” Pierce told 
the employees. ■

Classified

will. However, he said, one 
must realize that the center of 
God’s will is not necessarily 
the safest or physically the 
most comfortable.

Pierce and his wife, Elaine,

Pierce said. Growing up in Illi­
nois as the son of a Baptist 
preacher, Pierce said he knew

the importance of his call to 
medical missions. One year 
later, the Pierces were in Kam-

FOR SALE: Pews, all wood with 
red cushions. (27) 14 ft, (4) 11 ft., 
(2) 10 ft., pulpit, 2 pulpit chairs. 
$25 per linear foot, price nego­
tiable. Call Kerry Walker at Trinity 
Church (931) 728-4588 or Tom 
Giel (931)393-7443.

PEW UPHOLSTEEING & REFINISHING 
REVERSIBLE PEW CUSHIONS

NEW PEWS • CARPETING 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 

^1-800-289-7397
Church Interiors Inc. 
% CW » ii ;MW

827 E. Broxthray grdL, Jaffenon City. TN

BAPTISTRIES\
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 
35H HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA TN 374IS

Myrtle Beach- 
Ocean View Retreat

Youth, Seniors, & Musical 
Groups; groups of up to 50. 307 
1st Ave. Call (803) 626-7069; 
leave message.

Pastor of Discipleship/Administration
Bethlehem Church, a rapidly growing SBC congregation of 750+ active worshipers, is 

looking for a person to develop an overall discipleship process which will help “develop 
people into passionate, fully-devoted followers of Christ." This individual will be asked to 
develop a master plan to facilitate spiritual growth in our members and also help develop 
an overall strategic plan for our church. The candidate will provide day to day leadership 
to the coordination of all church ministries and provide direct supervision of all support 
staff. Prior experience in a Discipleship/Administrative role is required and a bachelor’s 
degree and master’s preferred. Send resume to: Personnel Team, Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, 539 N. New Hope Rd., Gastonia, N.C. 28054; FAX: (704) 864-3276.

Senior Adult Celebrations
'ears
1998

* Guests include

SALT LAKE SBC
Hotel packages! Discount rental cars! 

AIRFARES: $280 to $325
Nashville ISLC Sunday I Thursday 

Exciting four-day Bus Tours:
Yellowstone / Jackson Hole, WY or 
Grand Canyon I Zion Park: $329 

SALT LAKE CITY TOURS
CHRISTIAN TRAVELERS

1-800-972-8952

•George 
Beverly Shea

• Kurt Kaiser 
•Willard Scott 
•Jerry Clower 
•Art Linkletter

I
 Pews, pulpits,

baptistries, 
steeples, chairs, tables, 

lighting, stained glass, 
folding doors, 

carpet

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
& PEW UPHOLSTERY

Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
In MS TOLL FREE 1-800-624-9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1-800-821-7263

^Speakers^

•Phil Waldrep
•Dr. Charles Fuller
•Junior Hill
•Dr. John Ed 
Mathison

•Dr. Calvin Miller

Picture Your 
New Church Bus

Houseparents 
Needed 

in Northeast

Houseparents are 
needed for Tennessee 
Baptist Children’s 
Homes' alternative 
home in Greeneville. 
For more information 
contact:
Dr. Danny West, 
TBCH, P. O. Box 
5206, Johnson City, 
TN 37603 or call 
(423) 929-2157.

*Humorist:

Dr. Dennis 
Swanberg

* All guests, speakers and 
humorist do not appear at 
every conference.

fM Phil 
waldrep 
evangelistic 
association

CONFERENCES
■Mountain Ton

Conference Sites:
Lancaster. p\

SEPT. 7-10

Williamsburg, Kt
SEPT. 21-24

n Forge, r\
SEPT. 28-OCT. 1
OCT. 2^-29 
NOV. 2-5

Call for Free Information
1-800-475-0819

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc.
Specializing in New & Used Buses

328 Southgate Court 
Brentwood, TN 37027

1-800-370-6180 or
(615) 376-2287

www.carpenterbus.com

“The Church Bu^ Specialist”
Since 1953

http://www.carpenterbus.com


Ten percent
By Mike Rogers

Focal Passage — Luke 17:11-19
Few live each day with the realization that 

Almighty God is at work in their midst. We be­
come so consumed with our own agenda and the 
demands of making a living that recognizing 
God’s activity in our lives becomes secondary. We 
may pray before a meal and even study the Scrip­
tures regularly, but to walk through each day 
with a consistent awareness of his presence is un­
usual.

Jesus confronted this lack of awareness of 
God’s activity constantly. When he spoke to the 
Pharisees, who had constructed their own narrow 
view of the Kingdom of God, he said to them, “The 
Kingdom of God does not come with your careful 
observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’ because the Kingdom of God is within 
you” (Luke 17:20-21). Jesus was pointing out to 
them that the Kingdom of God was already in 
their midst. It was not a matter of waiting for 
some future event, but rather a conscious under­
standing that God (the King) was already at work 
in their midst.

This Sunday, God has invited us to stop mo­
mentarily and listen to one of those remarkable 
“divine moments” in the life of a few desperate 
people. They had been cast out of their homes. 
Their lives had been disrupted, and relationships 
had been broken because they suffered from lep­
rosy. They were in search of a miracle. They cried 
out to Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us.” He 
responded,, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” 
This was required if they were to be accepted 
back into their community. Not knowing if their 
disease would be healed, they obeyed Jesus’ in­
struction and as they were walking toward the 
temple, they discovered that they were cleansed. 
Their response to their healing was shocking, but 
revealing. The Bible says, “One of them, when he 
saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a 
loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him — and he was a Samaritan.” Only 
one is identified as praising God and returning to 
thank Jesus. Can you believe it? Only 10 percent 
of those who had been so miraculously touched by 
God even recognized the source of this incredible 
change in their lives. To make matters worse, he 
was a Samaritan. In other words, he was consid­
ered lower than a pagan in the mindset of the re­
ligious leaders of that day, because he was a prod­
uct of interbreeding of Jews and Gentiles. Yet, he 
was the only one who recognized and acknowl­
edged the source of his healing. Jesus said, “Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God ex­
cept this foreigner?” What happened? Could it be 
that the other nine were so focused on returning 
home and getting on with their own plans, that 
they could see nothing else?

This series of Sunday School lessons is all 
about the change that God brings about in our 
lives. But perhaps the greatest lesson that we can 
learn from the miraculous event in the lives of 
those 10 lepers, is this: Though we may be healed 
physically of our maladies, the greatest healing 
awaiting us is the return of sight (spiritual sight) 
— to be able to see God at work in our daily lives. 
To see the reality of the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
said, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
Kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

Where are you? Are you in the 10 percent? — 
Rogers and his wife Debi are the authors of The 
Kingdom Agenda: Experiencing God in Your Work­
place (LifeWay Press, 1997). Mike also serves as 
director of missions, Bradley Association.

Jesus9power demonstrated
By Billy Murphy

Focal Passage — Mark 5:21-24, 35-43
In this week’s focal passage, Mark turns from parables 

to miracles.
A great crowd of people came to Jesus near Capernaum.

Jairus, a man of considerable importance, was in desperate 
need of Jesus’ help. Jairus laid aside all fears of public hu­
miliation, pride, and dignity as he pleaded with Jesus to 
come and lay his hands on his child to heal her as others 
had been healed. No doubt he had heard of or witnessed 
how Jesus had healed so many. He must had regarded Je­
sus as an outsider, a heretic, and one to whom the syna­
gogue doors were closed. But Jairus remembered Jesus 
when his child became very ill.

On the way to Jairus’ house, someone in the crowd 
slowed Jesus’ progress. A woman had been plagued with 
hemorrhaging for 12 years. All that time, according to Jew­
ish law, she was considered “unclean" — a woman to be

shunned. She had tried all sorts of cures — none of which 
worked. No physician was able to help her. She was con­
demned to live in shamed isolation. Then in desperation, 
she came to Jesus. She came up behind him and touched a 
tassel that hung from his outer robe — in the hope that he 
would heal her. Here was a woman who came to Jesus as a 
last resort and Jesus healed her.

Like this woman, we can come to Jesus as a last resort 
and still find him ready to heal our hearts, minds, and bod­
ies. Jesus thwarted the processes of nature several times, 
but always to help someone else, never himself. It was al­
ways human need that called forth his sympathy and his 
power.

The resurrection and the life
By James Growden

Focal Passage — John 
11:21-27, 33-35, 39, 43-44 
What a lesson we are study­

ing this week. I like to think of 
John 11:1-44 as “The Great 
Sign at Bethany.” Our focus 
passage begins at verse 21, where we 
see Martha’s faith in Jesus. It is a 
limited faith, as is so many Christ­
ian’s faith today. She believed Jesus 
could have healed Lazarus and kept 
him from dying if he had been with 
Lazarus, but Jesus could have healed 
Lazarus and kept him from dying 
from miles away. That’s how powerful 
Jesus was and is today. I ask the 
question — Was Martha complaining? 
She did not believe with an unlimited 
and resting faith. Jesus made a strik­
ing declaration, “Thy brother shall 
rise again.” He was very clear. 
Martha misunderstood. She thought 
Jesus meant that Lazarus would arise 
in the resurrection at the last day. 
She had no thought of an immediate 
resuscitation, but she did believe in 
the final resurrection at the last day.

“I am the resurrection and the life.” 
This is the fifth of Jesus’ great “I am” 
statements. The teaching goes beyond 
the case of Lazarus and includes all 
who believe. I see two truths stated 
here. (1) The Christian may die but 
Jesus’ power will live again, and (2) 
the possession of eternal life is gained 
through faith in Jesus. Those who 
have eternal life can never be separat­

Explore the Bible Lesson

ed from the source of life. Martha’s re­
ply (v. 27), “Yes, Master.” She told 
him, “I believe you are the Christ, the 
Son of the Living God which should 
come into the world.”

We see Mary and the Jewish lead­
ers crying. Jesus was deeply moved. 
He asked, “Where is he buried," as he 
wept openly. Here we see many of Je­
sus’ emotions — compassion, indigna­
tion, sorrow, even frustration. He of­
ten expressed deep emotion, and we 
must never be afraid to reveal our 
true feelings to him. He understands 
them, because he experienced them. 
Be honest and don’t try to hide any­
thing from your Savior.

Jesus came to the tomb. Tombs 
were often cut into limestone, making 
a cave in the side of a rock wall. A 
stone was placed over the entrance. 
Jesus commanded that the stone door 
be taken away. To do so was to risk 
defilement. However, obedience was 
necessary if Jesus’ purpose was to be 
realized. The scene was highly dra­
matic. The crowd watched and lis­
tened. Mary was weeping and Martha 
objected because after four days pu­
trefaction has set in. Have you ever 
been around a four-day old corpse? 1 
have and it is not a pleasant smell.

Imagine how Jairus 
felt about the delays Je­
sus encountered to heal 
the daughter. When mes­
sengers arrived with the 
news, “Your daughter is 
dead” Jairus no doubt was filled with fear and was possibly 
tempted to give up the faith he had in Jesus. The locals 
could accept his healing powers for the sick, but power to 
raise the dead? That was difficult for them to imagine. Je­
sus overheard the messengers and told the synagogue ruler 
not to fear and keep on believing.

Jesus allowed only Peter, James, and John to enter the 
house with him along with the child’s parents. He found the 
house filled with people. Jesus asked the crowd in the 
house, “Why such loud mourning? The child did not die, but 
has fallen asleep.” The crowd in the room laughed at him 
and he responded by putting them out of the house. Jesus 
was not denying grief in an appropriate setting, but his ac­
tions deemed it unnecessary in this case. Death seems fi­
nal, but Jesus has power to call the dead back to life.

What a story of contrasts. There is the contrast between 
the despair of the mourners and the hope of Jesus. “Do not 
bother the Teacher,” they said. “There is nothing anyone 
can do now.” See the contrast between the distress of the 
mourners and the calm serenity of Jesus. The difference 
came because of Jesus’ perfect trust and confidence in God.
They laughed at him because they thought his hope was 
baseless. Their laughter must have turned to amazement 
when they realized what God could do. The worst human 
disaster can be met with courage when we meet it with 
God. There is nothing beyond conquest when it is faced 
with the love of God that is found in Jesus our Lord.

The secret to life is to let go — and let God. We do not 
have to beg for God’s help. We need to realize his presence 
and his power and let ourselves go; let God carry' the heavy 
load. He’s interested, too; he loves us and cares for us. — 
Murphy is Computer Consultant for West Carroll Special 
School District and a bivocational pastor, Howse Church, 
Atwood.

After his brief prayer, he 
called in a loud voice for 
Lazarus to come forth. Jesus 
shouted loudly only three 
words, “Lazarus, come out.” 
Note three significant points of 
this great shout of power: (1) 
the power over death comes 

from Jesus alone, (I see the enormous 
power of God here), (2) the shout of 
Jesus is personal. Lazarus’ name was 
called so all those other dead followers 

^of Jesus did not respond, and (3) the 
results of the shout of Jesus were 
tw'ofold: (a) no power could hold 
Lazarus and (b) Lazarus received Je­
sus’ personal attention.

What a wonderful happening is de­
scribed in verse 44. I see two interest­
ing things here: Like Lazarus, Jesus 
had a napkin wrapped around his face 
when he was buried. It was folded ei­
ther by him or by an angel and laid to 
the side after his resurrection. The 
folded napkin was the immediate 
thing that convinced John of the 
Lord’s resurrection. Also, the napkin 
gave us some insight into the grave 
clothes of Lazarus and Jesus. There 
were at least two pieces of clothing. 
There was a separate cloth around the 
face.

Praise the Lord, there will be a glo­
rious resurrection for all God’s chil­
dren someday. Let’s be ready and 
have no unconfessed sin in our lives. 
— Growden is a teacher and a bivoca­
tional pastor, Hillcrest Church, Nash­
ville.



VBS material cited 
as 'top pick' by 
children's magazine 
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — The South­
ern Baptist Sunday School 
Board’s Vacation Bible School 
materials were recently named 
one of Children's Ministry 
magazines “top picks for 1998.”

The March/April 1998 issue 
of the Group Publishing maga­
zine included an article titled 
“The VBS Winners’ Circle,” 
which featured reviews of the 
top four VBS kits for ’98 as 
judged by a panel of four inde­
pendent consultants. The first 
kit listed was “StarQuest: A 
Galactic Good News Adven­
ture,” produced by the BSSB.

The judges observed the 
space theme is a “definite hit” 
with today’s kids. ■

Did you know?
You could read your 

church newsletter each 
week on the back page of 
the Baptist & Reflector?

That’s right. By using the Church Page Plan of the Baptist and Reflector, you can have all your ! 
news in one convenient source — national SBC, TBC statewide news, and local church news. What’s | 
more, it is cost efficient for your church. Fill out the form below and we will send you information about 1 
the Church Page Plan. Send us a copy of your newsletter and we will prepare a sample page for you 
and make you a special trial offer.

Church___________________________________________________________________ ______

Address______________________________________________________

Phone Number__________________________________________________________ _________

Your Name _ ________________________________________________________ __ _________

Your Title___________________________________ _______________________________

Mail form to:
Baptist and Reflector, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, Tenn., 37024

English teachers 
needed in China 
Baptist Press

RICHMOND — Fifty Eng­
lish teachers are needed ur­
gently this summer to teach 
middle school instructors 
throughout China. The eight­
week program is sponsored by 
the Volunteers in Missions de­
partment of the SBC Interna­
tional Mission Board.

The project will begin June 
25 with a one-week orientation 
in Los Angeles. Teachers will 
depart from there July 2 for lo­
cations in China and return to 
Los Angeles Aug. 18 for a de­
briefing session.

Individuals interested 
should call the IMB at 1 (800) 
999-3113, then press 8. At the 
end of the recorded message, 
leave the requested informa­
tion. a

Controversy arises 
after Disney invitation 
Baptist Press

STOCKTON, Mo. — A rou­
tine request has turned into a 
media circus here.

A high school band director 

submitted- a request to the 
school board for the band to 
march in a parade at Disney 
World in 1999. The band direc­
tor withdrew the request re­
cently after the school board 
refused to vote on it that night.

The board meeting, which 
drew anti-homosexual pick- 
eters from nearby and a deluge 
of media from around the 
state, capped off four months 
of controversy in this small 
southwest Missouri communi­
ty. The town has drawn na­
tionwide attention for the 
school board’s decision not to 
allow the band to take the trip 
to Disney World.

“The reason why we op­
posed the trip had to do with 
the gay-friendly policies of Dis­
ney and the questionable films 
put out by their subsidiaries,” 
said Ken Spurgeon, school su­
perintendent. “That’s not re­
flective of what we want our 
kids to be around.”

Spurgeon, a member of 
First Southern Church in 
Stockton, said being Baptist 
did not play a role in his, or 
the board’s, position on the is­
sue. One school board member 
is Baptist.

He said they did not look on 
the decision as a religious is­
sue, but rather a moral and 
values issue. ■

Baptist volunteers 
aid tornado victims 
in central Florida
Baptist Press

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — The 
week after El Nino-driven 
twisters hit central Florida, 
Southern Baptist volunteers 
helped local churches reach 
out in ministry to their com­
munities.

The tornadoes, packing 260 
mph winds, left 41 dead, 265 
injured, and an estimated 
$67.5 million in damages to 
central Florida homes and 
businesses.

Baptists contributed sup­
plies and assisted in clean up 
efforts. ■

Majority of Disney 
films in 1997 
received R-rating 
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — R-rat­
ed movies accounted for nearly 
two-thirds of the releases by 
Disney-related companies in 
1997, according to Austin Pry­
or, publishing of Sound Mind 

Investing newsletter.
Disney revenue from R-rat­

ed films surpassed $750 mil­
lion in 1997, up nearly four 
times over the $199 million 
five years earlier, Pryor report­
ed in the newsletter’s Febru­
ary issue, citing figures from 
the Internet Movie Database.

R-rated films accounted for 
65 percent of Disney’s fare in 
1997, up from 40 percent in 
1993, he reported.

“The overwhelming propor­
tion of Disney’s films are not 
friendly to families, kids, or 
our Judeo-Christian values,” 
he wrote in the newsletter. ■

House committee 
approves religious 
liberty amendment 
Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — The 
House of Representatives Judi­
ciary Committee approved by a 
16-11 vote March 4 a constitu­
tional amendment intended to 
restore religious liberties sup­
porters say have been impeded 
by courts in recent decades.

The committee’s action 
sends the Religious Freedom 
Amendment to the House floor 
for a vote.

The date for the floor vote 
has not been scheduled, a com­
mittee spokesperson said.

The Southern Baptist Con­
vention’s Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, along 
with other evangelical and pro­
family organizations, support 
the amendment. ■

Florida school 
board agrees to 
curriculum change 
Baptist Press

FORT MYERS, Fla. — A 
Florida school board has voted 
unanimously to replace its 
Bible-history curriculum with 
material suggested by seven 
parents and others who filed 
suit against the board in De­
cember.

The vote was part of a set­
tlement Feb. 25 of a lawsuit in­
volving the Lee County School 
Board based here.

Plaintiffs claimed the origi­
nal curriculum from the Na­
tional Council for Bible Cur­
riculum in Public Schools, was 
a constitutional violation of the 
separation of church and state 
intended to be religious in­
struction.

A U.S. district judge ruled 
the Old Testament curriculum 
was constitutional but the New 
Testament material was not.

Future classes in both Old 
Testament and New Testa­
ment will use the new curricu­
lum and will be audiotaped. ■


