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D~ring Youtltlinlc ·2000 

l'ennesseans voice personal commitments tO G cl 
6y Lonnie Wilkey 
B?ptist and Reflector 

ST. LOUIS - More than 2,000 Ten
nessee Baptii.st youth and sponsors 
were among partioipants in seven U.S. 
dties who eelebrated the dawning ef 
the year 2000 Dec. 31 by simultane
iously shouting personal commitments 
to God. 

While the majority of Tennessee 
Baptists attended YouthLink events 
here or in Atlanta, Tennesseans were 
represented at all seven locations, ac~ 
cording to the registration report pro
vided by Life, Way Christian Resources. 

\ .. \ 

The New Year's Eve festivities 
capped a three-day event intended to 
make a lifelong impact on the "millen
nia! generation" of Southern Baptist 
youth. The event did have a significa11t 

KATHY FRESHWATER, center, and youth from Tulip Grove Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory, pass out tracts to children in a St. Louis neighbor
hood. The door-to-door evangelism effort was part of YouthLink 2000 held 
Dec. 29-31 in seven U.S. cities. 

S!JC INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOAR I) President Jerry 
Rankin, left, interviews Mark and Elaine Pierce, missionaries 
to Uganda, during YouthLink 2000. The Pierces hail from 
Tennessee where they were members of First Baptist 
Church, Franklin. Pierce was a physician at Vanderbilt Uni
versity in Nashville before accepting God's call to missions. 

~ impact on thousands of participants, 
' . them into full-time Christian ministry, 

and 1,492 made professions of faith. in 
Christ. 

Missianary Union - as well as state nal projection of nearly 200,000. Orga
conventions affiliated with the SBC. ni~ers biamed the low turnout on the 
Students participated from arenas and feared Y2K computer problems which 
conference centers in Anaheim, Denver, never materialized. 

according to the number of decisians r~-
perted by YouthLink co-chairs Dean 
Fin[ey of the North American Mis~ion 

~ Hoard and Richard Ross of LifeWay 
· Christian Resomrces. 

A total of 9,131 students made deci
sions saying that they were willing to 
be a missionary if God called them, 
4,985 said they felt God was calling 

Additionally' students gave mo!'e 
than $.100,000 in an offering for mis
SIOns. 

YouthLink 2000 was sponsored by 

Houston, St. Louis, Atlanta, Philadel-' And despite predictions some groups 
phia, and Tampa. Initial planning for would leave early to avoid any dis:rup
the event began about 10 years ago. tions at the turn of th~j year, reports in-

State CP giving 
• remazns strong 

E;Jaf,>tist and Reflector .. 

I.T•t;o .. ctate gifts after 
:O.ntltls of the 

year stand at 
~~.4~1:o-.. an increase of 
~.-nt. o.ver the same 

·.<rt.Js ... v.rts begin celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of the 
Cooperative Program this 
year, it is encouraging to. 
see that Tennessee Baptists 
are continuing to support 
thitf: channel of missions giv
inm~ said TBC Executive 
Di~r James Porch. 

CP gifts fund missions 
causes- around the world, he 
added.• 

, 
four Southern Baptist Convention 
agencies- LifeWay, NAMB, th~ Inter
national Mission Board, and Woman's 

Final registration for YouthLink, dicated attendance remained strong at 
which bad a projected cost of $9 mil- all sites through the final session. ... 
lion, was 46,081, well below the origi- -See Tennesseans, page 3 

ExecUtive Board releases escrowed funds 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector' 

BRENTWOOD - Mem
bers of the Tennessee Baptist 
Cenvention's Executive Board 
vated without opposition Jan. 
7 to release 1998-99 funds, 
plus interest, which had heen 
held in escrow for Carson
Newman College. 

In presenting the motion to 
the full Executive Board, 
Michael Smith, chairman of 
the Exe{!utive Committee, 
said the action, if approved, 
would "fulfill our responsibili
ty to the convention." 

In November, messengers 
vote,d to conditionally release 
the funds which were held in 
escrow last year for Carson
Newman. 

1'he condition that had to 
be met was C-N's willingness 
to allow the convention to 
elect trustees for the college 
next year under the current 

convention-approved method 
for trustee selection. 

Carson-Newman trustees 
in December officially en
dorsed the action taken by 
TBC messengers. 

The trust~es agreed to sub
mit three perso:{ls for each va
cancy to their board under the 
current TBC trustee selection 
process. ~ 

Questions were raised dur
ing the Executive Board 
meeting if that follGwing the 
"unlikely" event that a trustee 
nominated for the Carson
Newman qoard was chal
lenged and unseated, would 
the college accept the new 
trustee. 

. Smith replied that while 
that specific question was not 
dealt with im Carson-New
man's statement to the Exec
utive Board, the college said 
it would work in line with 
convention procedures. 

Executive Board president 

John Holland of Knoxville 
added that "it is my under
standing that they have re
turned that (trustee nomina
tion and election) to our con
vention as it has always been 
for this year." 

Jerry Tidwell, TBC presi
dent and member of the Exec
utive Board, who offered the 
amendment to the TBC mo
tion that was passed, said 
Carson-Newman's action ful
filled his intent. 

Tidwell, in making the 
amendment last November, 
said he was not asking the 
college to change its char
ter, but to simply allow the 
convention to elect . its 
trustees during the interim 
period. 

Prior to the vote Executive 
Board members were given a 
copy of a letter mailed by 
Knoxville attorney Doug Dut
ton and .Knoxville pastor Jim
my Stroud reminding them 

they had "a fiduciary duty to 
ensure that the actions of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven-

. tion, as clearly set forth in the 
motion, are followed and that 
Carson-Newman complies 
·with the terms of the motion 
before allY escrowed funds are 
released." 

The letter went on to note 
that "unless Carson-Newman 
College formally returns the 
nomination and election of its 
trustees to the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, the Exec
utive Board would be in viola
tion of its fiduciary duty if it 
released the funds." 

Dutton and Stroud noted in 
the letter, "if the Executive 
Board releases the funds im
properly, it faces the following 
potential consequences: 

(1) The Tennessee Baptist 
Convention could de-fund or 
decrease the funding of the 
Executive Board. 
- See Executive, page 2 
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Executive Board releases escrowed ••• • 

- . Continued from page 1 fied the terms of the November 
(2) The Tennessee Baptist motion. 

Convention could remove the Smith reminded Executive 
Executive Board under the Ex- Board members the recom
ecutive Board charter at para- mendation applied only to 
graf>h 9 and under Tennessee 1998-99 funds. Funds for the 
Code Annotated 45-58-10~. current year will continue to 

(3) The members of the Ex- be held in escrow until a per
ecutive Board could face poten- manent solution is found. 

' tial. personal liability for viola- The amount of money re-
tion of their duties. leased to Carson-Newman to-

. The two men wrote in the tals $2,411,357.91. 
letter dated Dec. 29 · "we re- During the Executive Board 
spectfully submit at this time meeting, members heard re
that they have not complied ports from representatives of 
and the Executive Boa rd the various institutions includ
should not release the money." ing James S. Netherton, presi-

The letter noted "any action dent elect at Carson-Newman. 
of the Executive Board in re- He said he had been asked 
leasing the money could result by Mike Glenn, chairman of 
in drastic action taken by mes- the Education · Committee to 
senger·s at Germantown in reply to concerns that he was 
2000. ·"liberal" and that he "was com-

Convention attorney Randle ing to Tennessee to move Car
D,avis told Executive Board son-Newman away from Ten
members that in his opinion nessee Baptists." 
the Executive ·Committee Jn respons·e to the "liberal" 
looked at th~ intent of the No- question, Netherton said he 
vember motion and diligently had taught Sunday School at 
came to a conclusion that. Car- four different churches for 26 
son-Newman College has satis- years. "I would be hard 

pressed to find · anyone (in 
those classes) who would call 
me a liberal," Netherton said. 

He said he was "radical" in 
the sense that "I read the Biple 
and try to figure out what God 
wants me to do and to be obe
dient to it." 

As to moving C-N away 
from the convention, Nether
ton said he has · "been Baptist 
all my life" and he affirmed the 
importance of Baptist higher 
education. 

He acknowledged his ties to 
.Samford University in Birm
ingham, Ala. , and Baylor Uni
versity in Waco, Texas. 

Both of those schools refined 
their relationships with their 
respective conventions, 
Netherton said. 

"Things are working better 
now than anytime in. the past 
at both schools because of 
those r .efinements," he ac
knowledged. 

"I'm looking forward to com
ing to Tennessee to refine the 
relationship between Ten
nessee Baptists and Garson-- . 

Newman so we can minister 
together and work in a cooper
ative fashion in the 21st centu
ry," Netherton affirmed. 

In other matters, the Execu
tive :Board: 

>- Extended the audit con
tra€t· with Williams, Crosslin, 
Sparks, & Vaden for two addi
tional years at .the rate of 
$90,000 per year. 

>- Approved a recommen-, 

dation from the Committee on 
Boards naming Spencer Thor
ton, layperson from Glendale 
Baptist Church, Nashville, to 
the board of trustees at Bel
mont University, filling the 
slot vacated by the resignation 
of Mike Dawson. 

>- Heard reports from the 
Church Building and Loan 
Committee and the New Work 
Revolving Loan F-und. 

>- Was informed that Bet- · 
tye Summers, Louis Screws, 
and Warren Hinkle will serve 
on the Church Building and 
Loan Committee for the com
ing year. • 

Graham, Lee cited among century's I greatest preachers' 
By Todd Starnes 
For Baptist Press 

JACKSON - Four well
known Southern Baptist minis
ters, including one whose 
ministry was primarily in Ten
nessee, have been named 
among the greatest preachers in 
the 20th century, according to 
rankings r~leased by Preaching, 
a non-denominational maga
Zine. 

Billy Graham was the lone 
Southern Baptist to make the 
first tier of top 10 preachers, 
ranking second. 

The second tier of preachers 
included George W. Truett, for
mer pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Dallas , Texas; R.G. 

Lee, former longtime pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Mem
phis (which has since relo~ated 
to Cordova); and W.A. Criswell, 
pastor emeritus of First 
Church, Dallas. 

The list of preachers was cre
ated based on rankings by the 
magazine's board of contribut
ing editors after reviewing nom
inations from Preaching's read
ers . 

T~e number on~ ranking was 
given to the late James S. Stew
art, a Scottish preacher and 
New Testament professor who 
served a two-year term in the · 
1960s as moderator of the Gen
eral Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland. 

"I was surprised that James 

Th~ Sou them Baptist Convention volteQ.¥'·"': [\eK~~; ·J}ie,,d]sj~n.ciiJtg 
jn Jiine to establish a blue-ribbon commit-~· 

£· ~ -

tee to study and possibly revise the doctri-
·nal statement approved in 1963. Chaired -•Pl:~Pt'¥Ji, 
~Y f<?rmer SBC President Adrian Rogers, '. · 'Jlt~~fti:P;tJ¢-jcm 
I?aSior of Bellevue Baptist Church) .Co~do-. .~J.gw,s··~:d 

.ya~ the committee is expected. to repg,.-t to : 

Stewart was the number one 
name," said Micliael Duduit, ed
itor of the magazine. "He was 
clearly a major -
figure in the 
century, but I 
would have 

. guessed Billy 
Graham or 
Martin Luther 
King Jr." 

Duduit, who 
is a Is o exec u- .___o--,-u""'o--u--/"""T=~ 
tive vice presi-
dent at Union University) said 
there was quite a bit' of 1nterest 
in ranking the century's great
est preachers. 

"I thought it was interest
ing to me that our readers 
took a longer-term look at 

their selections," Duduit said. 
"There weren't many names 

- from the 1980s or 1990s·. The 
emphasis was on preachers 
from the earlier to mid-centu
ry who made a profound im
pact and brought· us where we 
are teday." . 

R<mnding out the top 10 be
hind Stewart and Graham were 
the l ate George Buttrick, ·an 
English-born Cohgregationa,l 
preacher; civil rights leader 
King; the late Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, a pastor of New York's 
Riverside Churc}:l; the late _G. 
Campbell Morgan; the late 
William Edwin Sangster; John · 
R.W. Stott; the late D. Martyn 
Lloyd-James; and the late 
Clarence Macartney. • 

· ' V .&&''V list was' the to,pm.~~~i{i}1&o15f)l 

~,?fi~~t~T~~A- !Bapti~t Felfowshtp ·Jrr 
~~ moderates. Today, · · 
~:t1Ui~trcl:tes S\lppQrt the feUows·hip,, 

annual budget of $15.5 miJ:. 
ven-elr~ ·~;l~}f!!.~~r)i!~ fello'Wship has declined to de::: 

~~0!~~-Em a separate convention~ how-ev
~i~" most churches that give money to . 

··'~"""E "8flS,.P ·COJlt:inue to support the SBC. 
~n~;r'~c,p stories of the decade inelude 

,..,., .,.,,, >' 

0tM.:t:ge~ !~tg<>fRussell Dilday as presiden~of 
.u.,-,•v~-v ~tc;;l'U Baptist Theological S.e:m:f:: 

. the 4000 convention in Orlando, Fla. · . ·.·. · 
;~~ ,.Th~ second ranked. sto:ry was ·the · .· · ~ti~iR·iJ~ ~Jnl:li'S~~PJ:!rop.fj.a 
Ja'p~e .. of the Baptist Foundation · ~..,, ... . "···~· 

~".•l''Q~~:a.· tbe rest,ructuring oi tli~. 

Conve.ntion in ·1995; the 
f~t'1l!~1lil Marlin and Ai Shackle: ' ''(, ·' .. , 

~q~a. 'State offici.als· in AugUst or<i·t.~ Fe.~P.:'Iii:Jt~ 
::F~iiJrdation to $top selling secqrities 
an 'investigation raised ·questions a· ·.l OO'l 

·solicitation of in-vestors and accounting 

' 4 

f'l'~~ss;· tl\e severanee -of ties 
""'""""''""'' "'""'·.,. Joint Committee in"19SU; 

•' Love Waits" sexual~absti~ 
until marriage campaign. • 
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On New Year's Eve 

Lenoir City pastor kill-ed in accident 
By Todd Starnes 
For Baptist Press 

LENOIR CITY- The pas
tor of the First Baptist Church 
of Lenoir City was killed on 
New Year's Eve when he lost 
:his balance, tumbled off a 
rocky, 200-foot cliff, and fell 
into Fort Loudon Lake, 

Doug Alexander, 49, was 
camping with his three sons 
when the accident occurred, 
according to rescue officials. 
He was the senior pastor of the 
2,200 member church. 

• 
Authorities said Alexander 

and his sons were camping 
around midnight on Bluff 
Point, a rocky o_utcropping 
high above the lake. They had 
just built a fire and Alexander 
was sitting on a campstool. 
The pastor apparently lost his 
balance ~nd .fell backwards 
over the cliff. 

. . His sons, Mark, 20, 
Stephen, 19; and John, 17, ran 
to a nearby ·subdivision for 
help, according to Dick DeMer-

~ 

MEMBERS OF First Baptist Church, Lenoir City, kneei and pray at 
the spot at Fort Loudon Lake where their pastor Doug Alexander fell 
and was killed early on Dec. 31. -Photo by J. Miles Cary, CO!Jrtesy 
of the Knoxville News Sentinel. · 

chant, associate pastor at First 
Cl;nrrch. 

It took: search and rescue 
teams more than 16 hours to 
find Alexander's body. Divers 
·finally found the pastor about 
10 feet from the shoreline in 

15 feet of water. 
· Initial reports indiea~ed 
Alexander drowned. 'We were 
hoping we would find some
thing on the .bluff and we 
prayed and it just didn't work 
out," said Capt. Jeff Weaver, 

who directed the search. 
While the search was ongo

ing, church members gathered 
at the campsite throughout the 
day to pray. "We wanted him 
found," said Chris Wampler, a 
deacon at the church. 

Wampler said the pastor . 
was an active outdoorsman 
and had previously camped on 
the bluff. "He just liked doing 
things with his kids," DeMer
chant told the Knoxville News 
Sentinel. • 

DeMerchant said the church 
was stunned by the tragedy. 
Many members went to the 
home Alexander shared with 
his wife, Karen, arid their sons. 

Instead of a ·funeral, the 
church held a praise ~nd wor
ship service on Jan. 2 for their 
pastor. More than 1,300 people 
attendea the service and a 
spokesper son for the church 
said it was a beautiful, moving 
expenence. 

Alexander, a native of 
Texas, had been the minister 
at First Baptist since 1995. • 

State conference 
begins next week 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD- The State 
Evangelism Conference will be 
held Jan. 17-18 at Brentwood 
Baptist Church here. 

The session begins on Mon-
. day at 1:45 p.m. a nd goes 
through Tuesday evening. Voca
tional evangelists also have a 
session set for J an. 17 10 a.m. at 
Brentwood Church. 

An evangelism conference for 
bivocational ministers will be 
held Jan. 14-15 at Gladeville . 
'Baptist Church, Gladeville, arid 
a conference for Hispanic minis
ters will be held the same week
end at Judson Baptist Church, 
Nashville. 

To reach someone attending 
the State Evangelism Confer
ence, call (615) 850-3125. • 

-· - - .· .- . -

Tennesseans vo1ce personal commitments 
- _Continued from page 1 
• In addition to worship and 

celebration, the closing session 
also featured one of the signa
ture events of Y outhLink 2000 
as evangelist Jay Strack ad
dressed the·§tudents via satellite 
from the Holy Land, spanning 
the millennium. 

"I'm -already in the 21st cen- · 
tury," Strack said to students in 
four U.S. time zones still living 
in 1999. "We're challenging you 
to he part of the army of God." 

With th~ sun rising over 
J er:usalem, Strack challenged 
students "take a stand, once and 
foF all. This is your time, stu-

JOINING COLLEGE 
students at Youth
Link in St. Louis on a 
prayer walk to the 
Arch were Melody 
Maxwell, front left, of 
First Baptist Church, 
Collierville, and Sta
cy Fye of Little West 
Fork Baptist Church, 
Clarksville. - Photo 
by Shawn Hendricks 

ADDRESSING YOUTHLINK participants via satellite from St. Louis 
were Richard Ross, right, of Life Way Christian .Resources, and 
Dean Finley of the North American Mission Board . . The two men 
were instrumental in the vision and planning of YouthLink 2000 
which drew more than 46,000 registrants at seven locations across 
the United States. 

dents. I t is time for you to 
stand." 

Similar satellite links with 
• > -

Strack were featured throughout 
YouthLink, as he spoke from 
historic sites in the Holy Land 
including the "Garden Tomb" 
outside of Jerusalem. 

A "Global Link" also connect
ed all of the stateside sites to 
each other in 30-minute seg
ments each evening. During the 
links, the youth watched giant 
screens in each arena, seeing 
live action from each city. 

Music also was integral to the 
Y outhLink experience. Students 
cheered, sang along, and bounce
danced to ear-splitting, heart
pounding praise and worship led 
by local as well as nationally 
known Christian rock bands. In 
some sites, they laughed with a 
sprinkling of Christian comedi
ans: And although the scene was 
often reminiscent .of a rock con
cert, the message was different. 

"I absolutely.believe that true 
life is giving your life to Jesus,." 
Gospel artist Rebecca St. 
James, a native of Australia 
now living in Franklin, told the 
more than 5,000 in Tampa. "We 
need to take this conference as 
an opportunity to really get seri
ous about our faith in God." 

St. J ames was one of several 
artists and speakers featured in 
YouthLink sessions at more 
than one location, flying from 
city to city. . 

Each afternoon, students also. 
participated in local missions 
projects 'in each of the host 
cities. The progects included 
everything from 700 youth. doing 
door-to-door visitation in St. 

••• 

-

ATTENDING YOUTH LINK 2000 from Poplar Corner Baptist. 
Church, Brownsville, were, from left, first row, Joel Ferrell, Jonathan 
Ferrell, Jesse Haynes, Mitchell Qualls; second row, Brittney Parks, 
Theresa Howard, Lyndsay Kizer, Kimberly Smith, Lauren Kizer, Au
drey Bridgewater, Ashley Madin; third row, Alan Bruce, Lois Ferrell, 
Robin Hood, Jason Campbell, and Floyd Shelton. 

-

Louis to hundreds more prepar-
ing rice bags in Houston for dis
placed families from the recent 
flooding in Venezuela. _ 

. In the Dec. 31 morning ses
sion, YouthLink participants were 
-challenged by leaders of both the 
North American and Internation
al mission boards to consider their 
role in fulfilling the Great Com
mission of Christ. 

1MB president Jerry Rankin 
told tlie students, "All God is 
asking from you is your avail
ability. Will you be a part of his 
will for reaching the lost world?" 

Noting that Jeremiah was 
young when God called on him 
to make a difference in his cul
ture, Bob Reccord, president of 
NAMB, said, "God is calling you 
to go into the United States and 

make a difference." 
Jimmy Draper, president of 

Life Way Christian Resources, told 
students during the first night's 
live satellite link about the hun
dreds of thousands of Southern 
Baptists who were praying for 
them and of the 10 years of plan-

·ning that went into making Youth
Link 2000 a reality. 

"We did it because we believe 
the future impact of Southern 
Baptists is through you," he 
said, predicting, "Out of those of 
you at YouthLink are those 
whom God will use to lead 
Sou thern Baptists and Chris
tians worldwide to victory in the 
21st century." • - Contributing 
to this story were James Dotson, 
Ter-esa Dickens, Linda Lawson, 
Jennifer Rash, and Marv Knox. 

. . . . 
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Baptist Hospital oHers winter safety tips 
. ' 

For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Rain, ice, 
s leet, and snow are common 
obstacles we face as the winter 
months approach. 

'~ Injuri es resulting from 
falls, motor vehicle accidents, 
and cold exposure are the most 
frequent <;:ases we see during 
hazardous winter weather," 
said Donna Mason, R.N. , direc
tor of the Emergency Pavilion 
at Baptist Hospital. "The best 
defen se is to practice good com
mon sense, make a few simple 
preparations and be aware of 
the steps to take if faced with 
an emergency." 
Frostbite and hypothermia 

tips 
Frostbite and hypothermia 

CLASSIFIED 

MUSICNOUTH PASTOR: Seek
ing full -time music/youth pastor. 
Send resume to First Bapti,st 
Church, ATTN: Tammy Jackson, 
P.O. Box 10, Norphlet, AR 71759. 

• * * 
MUSIC/YOUTH: Seeking a full
time minister of music and youth. A 
mission-minded person for estab
lished work, seminary preferred. 
Send resume to Calvary Baptist 
Church, 785 First St., Idaho Falls, 
10 83401 or calvary@srv.net. 

can result from over-exposure 
to cold weather. Frostbit_e oc
curs when the skin freezes. 
Fingers, ears, toes, cheeks, 
earlobes, and nose are particu
larly susceptible. Hypothermia 
occurs when the body's inter
nal temperature drops below 
normal .for a sustained period 
of time .. 

"Wet clothes, wind chill, and 
tight clothing that prevents 
good circulation can contribute 
to the onset of frostbite in 
freezing weather," said Mason. 
''If you suspect frostbite, don't 
use direct heat on the affected 
area, s uch as dipping in hot 

- water. Warm the skin up slow
ly to room temperature, and be 

CLASSIFIED 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower 
payments. Reduce and eliminate 
interest. Non-profit. Free confi
dential consultation. American 
Credit and _Debt Management, 1 ~ 
800-422-9243. 

* * * 
NEEDED: Director of Children's 
Ministries. Full-time position in the 
Kansas City area. Excellent 
salary and benefits. Send resume 
to First Baptist Church, Attn: Pat 
Windham,. 6224 Blue Ridge Blvd., 
Raytown, MO 64133, or call (816) 
353-1994 for more information. 

careful not to disturb possible 
blisters." 

Symptoms of mild frostbite 
include red painful skin which 
can progress to ~umbness, 
blisters, and even gangrene. 
Shivering and confusion are 
indications. of mild hypother
mia, which can lead to muscle 
stiffness, irregular heartbeat,
drowsiriess, slurred speech, 
and irrational behavior if not 
treated quickly and correctly. 

Pedestrian and driving 
tips 

Th~ best advice for pedestri
ans and drivers is to avoid the 

1 

CLASSIFIED 

MUSIC MINISTER: Growing 
evangelistic church is seeking a 
creative minister of music to lead -. 
1 00+ choir, praise -and worship, 
graded choir program, audio/visu
al ministry, and dramatic produc
tions. ·For more information send 
resume to: P.O. Box 15148, 
Greenville, S.C.'296.1 0. 

* * * 
PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN: 
Stevens Street Baptist Church in 
Cookeville, TN is seeking a part
time minister to preschool and 
children. Send resume to Tim 
Frank, 327 W. Stevens St., 
Cookeville, TN 38501 or call/fax 
(931) 526-8128. 

risk and stay home when 
harsh winter weather strikes. 
If required, pedestrians should 
avoid walking or standing be
tween cars and are encouraged 
to walk in areas with more 
traction, s'uch as graveJ. Bap
tist Hospital suggests mo
torists eenduct a car safety in
spection to ensure that all 
lights are in proper -working 
condition, battery is fully 
charged and strong· enough for 
cold weather, windshield 
wipers are not worn," tires have 
a good tread and §U'e properly 
inflated, antifreeze is at proper 

level for cold .weather protec
tion, and the gas tank is full, 
as well as de-icer for wind
shild. 

Also, drivers should use 
caution when stopping on snow 
and ice, have safety equipment 
in vehicle, avoid intoxicating 
substances, inform someone of 
their plans, and be alert at all 
times. • 

LIFEWAY'S EXCLUSIVE Bus SOURCE 

Carpenter Bus .Sales, Inc. 
328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 

Available in 20' to 37' models 
(12 to 47 passengers, New & Used) 

(800) 370-6180 
• 

(615) 376-2287 

• LifeWay Discount 
• We rent new buses 
• We buy used buses· 
www. carpenterbus. com 

Since 195-3 

"We specialize in church buses" 

J ( • • 

Developing Deacon Ministry- Teams 
February 18-19- Red Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga, and First_ Bapti_st Church, Jackson 

Speakers in Chattanooga Speakers in Jackson 

Dr. John 
Temple, pastor 

First Baptist 
Church, 

Madison, Miss. 

Larry Garner 
Director, Church 
Services, Metro 
Baptist Associa-

tion, Jackson, 
Miss. Speaker to spouses: 

Pam Boucher, LifeWay 
Chri·stian Res.ources, 
Nashville 

Speaker to spouses: 

6-7 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

7:30a.m. 
8 a.m.-noon 

C_lemmie Edwards, Cabot, 
Ark. 

-.. .......- -------..... 
~----- . .._ ....--......._._....,..,_,.....__ ____ ... e'. .. ....... 

'--- -- -... Friday ·-
' ' 

Registratioq and meal, Bookstor.e open 
Worship an9 conferences-

" 
_/ Saturday 

Bookstore open 
Conferences 

> No confe.:encefee --
> Must register _nurnber--atten~fng _.. 
> Books available -- -: ./~ 

> Separate conferences--fo~sp;Oii'ses ~f deacons 
~ ~ . . 

> Please regisier by Feb~-~11. 
_. 

> Call Jerry C~prnan of 'J;ennessee Baptist Convention at 1-800-... ~ 

558-2090, ext. 7932;--fo~:-more inf1>rrnation. ----

; Join other deacons for a great oppor

tunity to learn how to exercise your God-
. . 

given abilities for Kingdom service. You will 

discover your spiritual giftedness as well as 

learn how to exercise your gifts in ministry. 

Red Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga 
Suggested Motels. 

I. Holiday Inn Express, (423) 877-8388, Exit 1'78 off Hwy. 27 (Chicamauga Dam) 

2. Hampton Inn , ( 423) 877-3100, Exit 178 off Hwy. 27 (Chicamauga Dam) 
I 

3. Holiday Motel, (423) 877-7112, Exi•t 178 offi H'wy. 27 (Cbicamauga Dam), Day: 
ton Blvd. (Same street as cfuurch) · 

4. Clarion, ( 423) 756-5150 (Do·wntown), Exit 178 off Hwy. 27 (Chicamauga Dam) 

Directions to church: Take I-24 to Chattanooga. Exit,onto Hwy. 27. This will take 
you through downtown. Go to the Morrison Springs Rd. Exit and turn right. 
This will_ dead-end onto Dayton Blvd. Turn left on Dayto n Blvd . The church 
will be on the right. For more information, call (423) 877-4514. 

First Baptist Church, Jackson 
Suggested Motels 

1-: Holiday Inn, (901) 668-6000, Carriage House Drive off Exit 82-A 

2. Ramada Limited, (901) 668-0490, N. Highland off Exit 82-A 

3. Baymont Inn, (901) 664-1800, N. Highland off Exit 82-A 

4. AmeriHost, (901) 661-9995, Vann Drive off Exit 82-A 

Directions to church: Take I-40 to Jackson. Exit at 82-A. Proceed north on High
land Avenue. Go through f0ur lights and ~he church is on the right. For more in
formation, call (901) 423-9315. 
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fBCH offers_ alternatives for aiJortions· 
By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 

Christians love to speak against abor
tions and tell women and teenage girls why 
they shouldn't have them. And, I ;:igree 100 
percent. We need to be proactive and speak 
against abortion. At the same time, howev
er, we do these women and their unborn 
babies a disservice if talk is all we do. 

Ten.nessee Baptists de more t:han. talk. 
We provide aiternatives for women who 
may consider having an abortion. 

Consider the case of Angie. 
Angie was reared knowing that life is 

not always easy. Her parents divorced : 
when she was 5 years old and the court 
system ordered her father .to stay away 
from Angie and her mother because of re· 
peated abuse. 

By mid-adolescence Angie was in state 
custody. By the age of 17 she was pregnant. 
She was a step ahead of the game because 
she declared that she does not believe in 
abQrtion. 

With nowhere to turn, Angie came to live 

' 
dren transitioning-to at the Tennessee Bap

tist Children's Homes 
in Greeneville, an al- · 
ternative home for 
unwed mothers made 
possible through the 
gifts of Tennessee 
Baptists. 

(}~ 

~~~-11~ :t+ 
~7 

self-sufficiency. . 
According to Marla 

Freeman, TBCH prp
gram director/social 
worker in northeast 
Tennessee who works 
with the Gree~eville 
and Elizabethton 
homes, «some Jgirls just 

~· 16 
With the guidanc~ 

of her fioaseparen ts, 
Randall and Linda Jarnigan, active mem
bers of First Baptist Church, Greeneville, 
and other local volunteers, Angie matured 
as she prepared for the birth of her baby. 
She worked the early morning shift at a lo
cal fast food restaurant until sh e was eight 
months pregnant, saved $1,800, obtained 
h er driver's license, and completed her 
G.E.D. More importantly, sh e grew as a 
Christian. 

Following the birth of her baby, Angie 
was able to transfer to another TBCH facili
ty in Elizabethton- Living Waters, a part
nership ministry which provides temporary 
housing for single mothers and their chil-

need a little time to get on their feet, while 
others utilize every benefit our Living Wa
ters program has to offer and really push 
themselves toward achieving parental, ed
ucational, spiritual, and personal goals:" 

Thanks to Tennessee Baptists and the 
Cooperative Program, the TBCH is provid
ing hope of a brighter future not only for 
Angie, but for her baby as well. 

As Southern Baptists observe Sanctity 
of Human Life Sunday on Jan. 16, pray for 
the TBCH as staff members relate to young 
women like Angie and also thank God that 
Tennessee Baptists help provide such a 
needed ministry. B&R · ~ 

YouthLink fears dissipate as youth welcome 2000 

Ten years ago Richar.d Ross 
of Life Way Christian Resources. 
and Dean Finley of the North 
American Mission Board came 
up with a concept of bringing 
teenagers from all across Amer
ica together at the end of 1999. 

·Their · concept gr ew into 
Y outh.Link 2000 (see story oo 
f)age 1) and received the en
do:rsemerit and financial sup- _ 

poFt of leadeTs of feur SBC enti-
ties. · 

When the concept was born, 
leaders en.visioned as many as 
200,000 youth coming together 
to praise and worship God. 
What a grand concept. But like 

· any great idea which will honor 
our Lord and Savior, Satan be
gan tossing monkey wrenches 
into the machinery. The biggest 
monkey wrench of all proved to 
be the millennium bug or Y2K. 

Churches that envisioned 
taking hundreds of youth sud
denly decided it might not be 
safe. An.d, perhaps rightfully 
so. Leaders of those church es 
had to make decisions based on 
inf01:mation they had. So, in-

stead . of 150,000 to 200,000 
teenagers and youth sponsors, 
You thLink drew more than 
46,000 students to seven loca
tions throughout the United 
States. They were linked to
gether by sat ellite and even 
had a satellite link to the Holy 
Land. 

The numbers were down and 
the agencies stand to lose mon
ey. Satan won a brief victory 
when fear kept people away. · 
But as always hap,pens, God 
won the war. 

I had the privilege of attend
ing the YouthLink event in St. 
Louis. Like many parents, my 
wife and I had to make a deci
sion early on as to whether to 

allow our children to go. I am 
thankful to God that we did 
and that my wife and I also 
went. It was truly a blessing to 
see so many teenagers worship
ing and praising God. More 
than 9,000 of them said they 
would consider missions as a 
career if called by God. Another 
1,200-plus professed Christ as 
Savior. 

My children, along with 
thousands of others, probably 
will never forget where they 
were when the clocked ticked 
from 1999 into the year 2000. 
They were among an army of 
teens, of whom many pledged 
to give their lives to the work of 
Jesus Christ. Praise God! B&R 

Will can unlock potential of personal Christian legacy 

While we do not often think 
about such things, each of us 
wiU leave some kind of legacy for 
those who come behind us. 'fhe 
Gospel c'horlas states it well: 
"Oh, may all who come behind 
us find us faithful!" Who of us 
does not desire such a legacy? 
The truth is, you can take steps 
today that will add to your 
Christian legacy for all time. Let 
me suggest some of the ways you 
can unlock the potential. of your 
Christian legacy. 

A legacy of faith. First, 
trust Christ with all your heart. 
That should go without saying·. 
We who know, love, and live for 
our Lord are, in fact, in the 
process of building the strong 
foundations of our Christian 
legacies ~n the minds of all who 
know us. 

A legacy of family. Secona, 
lovingly care for the spiritual, 
emotional, and physical needs ef 

your family. This allows you to • will recall that this "man after 
model and transmit your Christ
ian faith and values to your chil
dren and grandchildren. As you 
accomplish these things you are 
building the superstructure of 
the kind of Christian legacy that 
will satisfy your heart and bring 
glory to God. 

A legacy of ultimate s~w
ardship. Finally, take the ac
tion "to insure that you leave a 
Christian legacy that will serve 
ll!oth you:r family and the cause 
ef Christ- foT all time. As Kin.g 
David prepared his legacy you 

God's own heart" was diligent in 
gathering the building materials 
and resources that would be 
used by Solomon, his son, to 
build the Temple. Not only did 
David take care of his family, 
but also he took action to insure 
his spiritual legacy for the King
dom of God. You may not have 
the resources of King David, but 
you do have reseurces that can 
become your Christian legacy for 
your family and fer the Kingdom 
of God. 

J anuary is Make Your Will 

Month. The Tennessee Baptist 
Foundation is anxious to assist 
you in preparing your Christian 
will. Through your will, you are 
able to make provision for your 
family, while, at the same time, 
leaving a Christian legacy that 
will continue serving the cause 
of Christ until he comes again. 

For more information about 
Christian wills and estate 
plannng, call the Tennessee 
Baptist Foundation at 1-800-
552-4644. Let us ·help you unlock 
the potential of your Christian 
legacy. • 

Church of the Covered Dish By Thom Tapp , pastor, .Oral Baptist Clzurclz, Lenoir City 

Yleu... ~~OTHe~ &RIM~TONE:, '( -~K 

HA~ COME: ANP GONE:. HAVE: '(OU 

L.eAANE:P ANYTHING PROM AU.. 

THI~ HOOf'L..Af 

WHAT PO '(OU THINK YOU WOUI-P HAVe 
-

PO!ole PlPFES~eNTIX, JF' YOU Kl-leW HOW 

THING~ WE'Re GOING TO TURN OUT 

AHeAD OF TIMef 

1 WOUL,PN'T HAVe ~Ot,P MY 

HOU!3e TO GeT ~eAPY FO~ 
THe ~AP'TURE:! 
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Start with a smile 
Interviewer to man applying 

for job:-"I see from your resume 
that you've been fired from 
every job you've ever had." Ap
plicant: "Yes sir, that's correct." 
Interviewer: "Well, there's not 
much value in that." Applicant: 
"That's my strong point. It 
shows I'm not a quitter." 

Take this truth .. 
Tennyson has an interesting 

phrase in one of his poems. He 
wrote about "the glory of going 
on." An old truism says, "quitters 
never win and winners never 
quit." ·. 

Memorize this Scripture 
"And he (J esus) went a little 

farther and fell on his face, and 
prayed." -Matthew 26:39 

Pray this prayer 
"Lord, help me to refrain 

from being weary in well doing 
but remember in due ·season I 
will reap if I faint not." • 

Partnership _ 
Prayer Requests 
January 
12 - Pray fo:r.: Michael and 

Janice Johnson, IMB mis
sionaries in the Santa Maria 

-_ de Feira region of Portugal. 
13 - Pray for churches in 

Michigan that are without 
pastors. 

14 - Praise God for a 12-
m ember Disaster Relief con
struction team from Sullivan 
Baptist Association who 
worked Dec. 11-19 in 
Nicaragua building homes for 
victims of Hurricane Mitch. 

. ' 15 - Pray for Korean Bethel 
Church in Burnaby, British 
Columbia, Canada, where 

· Kang-Seok Do serves as pas
tor. The church is seeking a 
bilingual youth pastor. 

16- Pray for David Fair
child, son of Sharon and Ray 
Fairchild, IMB missionaries 
in Rio de Janeiro. He is wait-

. ing chemotherapy treat
ments. 

17- Pray for Sequoia Baptist 
Church in Nepean, Ontario, 
Canada, where Rich Lamothe 
is pastor. 

18- Pray for Art and Dottie 
Dennis, IMB ISC Nicaragua 
Disaster Response Volunteer 
coordinators as they schedule 
recevery projects to help vic
tims of Hurricane Mitch in 
Nicaragua. 

::-
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SBCCPgihs 
show increase 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Southern 
Baptists gave $14,616,085 
through t h e Cooperative Pro
gram in December, an increase 
of 16.97 percent over December 
1998. 

In designated gifts for Decem
ber, Southern Baptists gave 
$4,586,019, an increase of 20.65 
percent over the previous De
cember. • 

Graham declines to 
defend SBC plan to 

reach Jews, Muslims 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON- Billy Gra
ham declined to defend the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
efforts to reach Jews and Mus
lims during a planned evange-

lism campaign in Chicago, ac
cording to comments he made on 
the Jan . 2 broadcast of Fox 
News Sunday. 

Gr ah am was asked whether 
or not he suppor ted t he SBC's 
evangelical efforts. "I normally 
defend my denomination. I'm 
loyal to it," he said. "But I have 
never t argeted' Muslims. I have 
never tar get ed J ews . I believe 
that we should declar e the fact 
that God loves you. God is will
ing to forgive you, God can 
change you, and Christ and his 
kingdom is open to anybody who 
r epent s and · by faith receives 
him as Lord and Savior." 

The SBC's evangelism efforts 
are part of the "Strategj.c Focus 
Cities" initia tive in Chicago 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS. PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251 -0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 

Steeples & 
Baptistries 

From the world's 
· largest manufacturer of 

fiberglass church products ; 
• Sleeples Call or write for 
• Baptistries our free catalog 
• Lighted Wall Crosses 1-800-527-1459 

F•bt:glaS$ ~3llios. Inc. 
P.O. Sox 13-CO 
Hende1son. TX 76653 

which has drawn fire from t he 
Council of Religious Leaders of 

~ Metropolitan Chicago who claim 
that ''hate .crime;;" might result 
from an SBC evangelistic out- · 
reach in the city. • 

Y2K author believes 
w~rnings preparecl 
churches to minister 
Baptist Press 

ATLANTA - While none of 
the nation's worst Y2K fears rna-

CLASSIFIED 
HOUSEPARENTS: Missions
at-home job opportunity. The 
Tennessee Baptist Children's 
Homes· in Chattanooga and 
Cleveland are seeking a Chris
tian married couple (preferably 
Baptist) to serve as Relief 
Houseparents. Can have no 
more than two children living at 
home. High School diploma or 
GED ·required. Full or part-time 
employment. Contact Dr. Bob 

. Segrest or Bill Dockery at (423) 
892-2722. 

* * * 
WANTED: Church group frqm 
Minnesota searching for MC5 
coach or similar: Call {507) 834-
9731 or 834-6601. 

t erialized , the leader of a min
istry that encouraged churches 
t o prepare for calamity believes 
the effort was worth it. 

Sh a unti F eldha hn , w hose 
book Y2K: The Millennium Bug 
- A B alanced C(l. ristian R e
sponse was a best seller , said the 
message of being ready to minis
ter i n case of a crisi s h elped 
counteract doomsday sur vival
ists' propaganda. 

She credits pr.ayer and taking 
the threat seriously ·_ an Asso-

ciated Press report said Ameri
cans spent $100 billion correct
ing potential computer snafus -
with averting a cris is . 

Meanwhile, another Y2K au
thor, Mike Hyatt, still maintains 
the situation could worsen. He 
noted it will take weeks or per 
h aps months t o assess the full , 
impact ofY2K. 

"As a result, I think it is· too 
early t o declare victory or to feel 
b a dly b ecause you or oth er s 
made preparations," he said. • 

. Fellowship of Tennessee 
Baptist Evangelists 

Evangelism Conference 
January 17, 9:50a.m.- Noon 

Brentwood Baptist Church 
Whv not plan now to attend this session of evangelistic 

preaching and singing? 

Officers: Don Womack, president; Henry Linginfelter, vice president; 
Steve and Christie Bradford, music. 

President 

Don 
Womack 

" Tooriie" 
Cash 

Conference Speakers 

"Jackie" 
Kay 

Harold 
Hunter 



This is your life · 
By Wayne ~owan 

Focus-Passages: Psalm 139:13-16; Jeiemiah 
7:3-7; John 3:15-16, 10:10; I Timothy 4:7-8 
What is important to you about your life? I had 

a friend who-videotaped everything in his home 
and all the activities that he and his family did to
gether. We hav-e not, as of yet, done this. Our 
hallway sometimes looks like the hall of fame 
with all the children's arid grandchildren's pic
tures hanging on the walls. Our coffee table is 
covered with picture albums of our children's 
weddings an~ books filled with pictures of the 
gJaJ;J-dkid's. But is that really what our lives con
sist of? Is there mo:re to life than j.ust the memo
ries, good or bad? Of course there is. Some people 
think that being in the best physical shape possi
ble is far more important than being in good 
shape spiritually. There must be a happy medium 
if our liv:es are to be complete. Life is _a gift from 
the Lord and we must preserve it with dignity. 
Our lesson today deals with the prese~ation of 
this gift-of life and gives us a greater view of the 
importance God places on every single person 
ever conceived. 

The value of your Hfe (Psalm 139:13-16). 
These .verses show us tlilat we are all w_onderfully 
and marvelously made. God has been a part of 
every child that has been conceived. We were 
wrought or 'fashioned in such a way that our 
every part is known to God. This verse also lets us 
know that our lives are known to God even in the . ' 
womb. Gqd is intimately involved in our lives 
from the womb to the tomb, according to Dr. ·Her
schel Hobbs in his commentary on these verses. I 
agree with this view. God sees the whole picture 
of our lives. We must listen to hi:rp. for the best di
rectiom t0 take in Hving out our lives. Then we 
will know the value of our life. 

Receivirig a new life (John 3:15,.16, 10:10). 
These verses tell us of the theme of the book of 
John. It is simply life. Life is the main purpose for 
the Lord coming to earttk Eternal life is what thi~ 
wodd needs. John 3:i6 is one of the mest well 
kqown Scriptures in the whole Bible and yet is 
the most neglected of- all. Our world needs to see 
the truth of this passage revealed in each of our 
lives. Have you ever received this new life? If not, 
why? It is your-s to have an.d it is eternal. It is the 
gift oE Go<ll to al1l wh.o believ-e and receive it. 

Taking c·are of your new life (I Timothy 
4:7-8). These verses tell us just how important we 
are to the Lord and that we are responsible for in
vesting in the new life we have been given. Just 
as exercise is good for our physical bodies, so is 
spiritual ex;ercise good for eu:r spi•ritual bodies. 
When we exercise unto godliness we will find the 
true meaning of life. Such believers also learn 
that taking care of their physical bodies is part of 
God's will. 

Protecting other's lives (Jeremiah 7:3-7) .. 
These verses remind us of our responsibility to 
others and the protection of their lives and liyeli
hood. Christians have to manage our lives so we 
do not become a stumbling block to others. If we . 
fail to protect the weak and helples~? from the 
dangers of the world, who else wi).l? How are you 
managing the g11eat assets that you have been 
given? Is the stewardship of your life and the new 
life given you as important as the world and the 
things of the world? . 

We have a life to be treasured and not mis
used. Why not dedicate the rest of your life to do
ing goo~ to others around yeu and focus on pleas
ing God and not self in the coming New Year! -
Rowan is pastor, Calvary Hill Baptist Church, Ripley. 
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·Focus . on · ciJmpas sio n 
By Thomas James 

. . 

Focal Passage: Matt'4ew 9:18-31, 35, 36 

passion like the Lord's. 
The first thing we need 
is t"o see what Jesus 
saw. Verse 36 says Je
sus saw the multitudes. 
While noticing their 

In 1840 a young doctor, David Livingstone, left Scot
land to serve God in Africa. He led countless Africans to 
faith in Christ. On April 30, 1873, 'some aids found Dr. 
Livingstone dead in his living quarters. He was found on 
his knees; he had died in. prayer. They buried his heart 
'Under a twee in Africa symbolic of leaving bis heart in 
Africa while the rest of his remains were buried at West
minster Abbey. What motivated a young doctor with a 
premising career to go to Africa? He shared Christ's 
compassion for the lost! 

physical needs Jesus realized they each had needs that 
were greater. Verse 35 records that he went about all the 
cities and viUages ... preaching the Gospel ·of the 
k(ngdom. As great as man's physical needs may be his 
greatest need, if without C,hrist, is to be saved. While we 
are called to meet physical needs, the social Gospel is 
never enough; we must be found faithful to share the 
salvation message. 

Matthew 9 has several examples of the Lord's com
pass{on for the lost and hurting. There is the account of 
Jairus and his dying daughter. Ultimately the girl would 
die and Jesus would raise her from the dead. We need to 
remember that she was resuscitated not resurrected. 
-She would have to face death again one day. Jesus is the 
o:nly one to have been resurrected never to taste of death 
again. Jesus also encountered in this passage the 
woman with a bleeding disorder. We see the compassion 
of our Lord not only through the healing of this woman 
but how he dealt with one deemed ((ceremonially un
clean" by the law. The Lord also encountered two blind 
men. whom he healed and a demoniac whom he freed. 

To have a ministry of compassion like the Lord's, sec
ondly, we must feel what Jesus felt. Verse 36 says he 
was moved with compassion. This is the strongest New 
Testament word for compassion. It -is a picture of the 
Lord's heart being stirred within him. As we work side
by-side daily with those who are lost do we really feel 
what Jesus feels? Is our heart moved with compassion or 
is our life marked by callousness? 

In verse 37 and 38 the Lord speaks to those who 
would seek to follow him. He points out three important 
facts. First, the harvest is plentiful; there are many .. 
people who desperately need to hear the Gospel mes-
sage. Secondly the Lord points out that the laborers 
are few. If Alexander the Great could conquer the world 
with an army of 35,000 surely 15+ million Southern 
Baptists can be more effective :ln winning a lost ·world. 
Thirdly, the Lord points out that we must be JJ.:l.Ore than 
spectators. Any personal involvement ought to begin 
with and be bathed in prayer. As we pray for those we 
know who are lost and· hurting, often prayer is the first 
step the Lord uses to motivate us to be part of the solu-. 
tion. May God give to each of us hearts of compassion! -
James is pastor of Alpha Baptist Church, Morristown. -

What motivated the Lord to bring such healing and 
comfort to these he encountered that day? It was the 
compassion he had for the lost and hurting. Verses 35-38 
hold the key for us if we are to have a ministry of com-

Protecting life 
By Kevin Shrum 

Focal Passages: Genesis 
1:27-28a; PsaJm 139:13-15 

Matthew 18:10, 14; 19:13-15 
Talk about protecting life 

and 'three subjects come to 
the forefront: abortion,the death 
penalty, and euthanasia. Let's begin 
with abortion. I once said to a pro
abortion friend-, "I'm pro-choiceF' He 
looked at me in shock because he 
knew me to be avidly anti-abortion. I 
finished my statement by saying, 
"I'm pro-choice' for the mother and 
the baby." Then I said, uAnd who 

- win-s in that kind of conflict between 
a woman's desire and an unborn 
baby's desire to live? Isn't this the 
.ultimate civil rights conflict?" He 
knew the answer - the woman wins 
because the baby is dependent upon 
the woman's choice. This is why the 
life of a baby, that begins at concep
tion, should not be killed simply due 
to personal choice. Further, Genesis 
1:26-28 reminds us that we are' c~e
ated in the image of God, with cer
tain moral, spiritual, and intellectu
al capabilities. We ar~ creattirely, 
but unique creatures made in the 
im_age of the Creator God. 
- Pro-choice people would have us 

believe since we do not know. what · 
the fetus is in the first trimester it 
can be justifiably disposed of. If this 
argument is true then the unborn 
before it gain& "personhood" has the 
potential to be anything - a cli~co
late cake, a zebra, etc. 

Ridiculous you say! It is simply 

the l'Ogical conclusion of the pro
choice ~rgument about the potential 
viability of the unborn in the first 
few months of gestation. This is why 
Psalm 139:13 states that we are so 
uniqu-ely human that God knit me -
(us) together in my (our) mother}s 
womb. We were knit together to be 
one thing only - a person created in 
God's image. 

What about euthanasia? This is a 
challenging subject because it cou
ples together natural and unnatural 
issues. The natural issue_ is the nor
mal aging process that ends in 
death. The unnatural issue is the . 
premature taking of a life. The ques-
tion comes: Is it ever appropriate to 
take .a life, especia1ly when it is char
acterized-oy pain, suffering, and per
petual illness? 

Though. there may. be difficult cir
cumstances that mark any given sit
uation,_j_t ,seems that an appropriate 
answer is -that eve-rything should be 
done to save and preserve life. How
ever, wh:~n it becomes apparent that 
there is brain death ~d other signs 
of life are absent, efforts to keep a 
relative alive should cease. However, 
if a per~o;n is diseased but is still 
functioning it is inap_propriate to 
take a life.. For example., Dr. Jack 
Kevorkian is an example of taking 

life prematurely. Leaving 
room for God to ~ork may be 
an understatement. As 
Psalm 139:16 states All the 
days ordained for -me were 
written in your book before 
one ofthem came to be. 

Finally, what about capital pun
ishment? Does the Bible make an al
lowance for the civil taking of a life? 
Iri my opinion the answer is YES! 
Some might say, ''But aren't you be
ing inconsistent with your I:Jro-choice 
and anti-euthanasia stances? How 
can you be pro-life and pro-'death 
penalty at the same time?'' First, 
Scripture allows for government to 
maintain law and order (Romans 
13:1-7). This is why Romans 13:4 
states: He (the rulers th'at be) is 
God's servant} ·an agent of wrath to 
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 

Second, in the case of abortion in
nocence is involved. Conversely, in 
the case of capital punishment an in
dividual has made a volitional choice 
for which he/she is responsible. Un
like an unborn baby who chooses 
only life, a person who takes the life 
of another has done so as an act of 
aggression, violating the person at
tacked. The criminal can choose for 
himself; an unborn baby cannot, 
Hence, in some cases the crime may 
be so egregious that the life of the 
criminal may be appropriately taken 
as a punishment commensurate with 
the crime and as an effort to protect 
the 9verall safety of the community. 
- Shrum is pasto_r, Inglewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 
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• Make-Up Crusade Infor- · 
mation Seminars are being 
held Jan. 10-15 by planners of 
the Billy Graham Crusade 
to be held J-une 1-4 at th e 
Adelphia Coliseum, Nashville. 
The seminars ~re a make-up 
series for those held Oct. 4-9, 
1999. They will be held J an. 12 
at Donelson Christian Church, 
Nashville, 10 a.m.- no·on; Cen
t ervill e Chur ch of the 
Nazarene, 10 a.m. - ·noon; Jan. 
13 at Mt. Zion Missionary Bap
tist Church, Nashville, 10 a.m. 
-noon; Broadmoor Church of 
God, Nashville, 7-9 p.m.; Jan. 
14 at Ashland City United 
Methodist Church, 10 a.m. -
noon; North Fork Baptist 
Church , Shelbyville/Union
ville, 7-9 p.m.; and Jan. 15 at 
New Song Christian F ellow
ship, Brentwood/Franklin, 10 
a.m. - noon. For more informa
tion, call the crusade office at 
(615) 507-1500. 

• The Tennessee Baptist 
Convention will offer Inter
faith Evangelism Associate 
Training in the area of J eho
vah's Witnesses Feb. 12 at the 
Cordova Retreat & Conference 
Center , Cordova, near Mem
phis. The training will be from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants 
will learn how Christians can 
more effectively witness to Je-

' 

hovah's Witnesses. The regis
tration fee is $15 and is needed 
by Feb. 1. For more informa
tion, call Ti~ Hill or Judy 
Hurst of the TBC at (615) 371-
7916. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Joe lton, dedicated its new 
worship center Jan. 2. The cen
ter cost $4 million and seats 
about 980 people and includes 
classrooms, choir rooms, 
prayer room, and bride's room. 
David Royalty has served the 
church for abou t 10 years. 

• East Commerce Bap
tist Church, Lewisburg, has 
an organ, choir robes, and old 
hymnals it wishes to give 
away. For more information, 
contact the church at (9-31) 

_ 959-1027 or ecombapt@tn
web.com. 

• Tulip Grove Baptist 
Church, Old Hickory, will 
recognize its charter members 
on Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. in a ser
vice commemorating th e 
church's 25th anniversary. 
Guest speaker will be John 
Kurtz, the church's first pas
tor. 

• Shiloh Baptist Church, 
Woodbury, added 38 new 
members during the past year. 
Members also renovated its fa
cilities by adding a porch and 

DOING renovation work on the Loudon County Baptist Association 
Office Building in Lenoir City Dec. 7-9 were, from left, Bob Barnett; 

- George "Bud" Brown; Don Terry; Dean Russell; Ray Luck, dfrector 
of missions; and Gene Mowery. The ·volunteers were from Dixie Lee 
Baptist Church, Lenoir City; First Baptist 9hurch, Lenoir City; and 
Calvary Baptist Church, Lenoir City. 

SHANNON PHILLIPS, center, youth minister, Parrans Chapel Bap
tist Church, Bolivar, pauses during his recent ordination at the 
church with Larry Robertson, left, of the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion, and Doug Baker, pastor, who led the event. 

RECEIVING a check for Sugar Tree Baptist Chapel, Holladay, Dec. 
4 from Beverly Smothers, second from -right, are, from left, George 

-. Hill, director of missions, Carroll-Benton Baptist Association, based 
in Huntingdon; Ted Duffey, pastor; and Greg Stanford, pastor, 
Natchez Trace Baptist Church, ·camden. Smother:s is of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention and gave money to the. beginning con
gregation from the Golden State Missions OfferiQg. The congrega
tion, which is sponsored by Natchez Trace Church, also broke 
ground for a facility that day. It has been meeting in a trailer. 

new bapt~stry, and in the par
sonage members installed an 
air conditioner. 

• The East Tennessee Ex
tension Center of the James P. 
Boyce College of the Bible, 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, based at Alpha 
Baptist Church, Morris
town, will enroll students in 
spring classes Jan. 31. The 
center will offer Church Histo
ry II, Introduction to Christian 
Ethics, Baptist History, and. 
Interpreting the Book of Acts.J 
For more information, call Tom 
James at (423) 581-3237. 

• McMinn-Meigs Baptist 
Association, based in Athens, 
elected Ron Sorah, pastor, 
first Baptist Church, Calhoun, 
as moderator, and Mike 
Farmer, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, N iota, as associate 
moderator at its recent annual 
meeting. 

• First B.aptist Church, 
Cornersville, ordained Andy 
Cashion and Earle Fergu
son as deacons Dec. 5. 

• Dalewood Baptist Churclt, 
Nashville, called William 
Price McGinnis as pastor r e
cently. McGinnis was minister 
to young married adults, Hyde 
Park Baptist Church, Austin, 
Texas. 

• Smyrna Baptist Church, 
Chapel Hill, has called Jeff 
Walters as pastor . He is a 
candidate for a .master's of di
vinity degree at Southern 
Baptist Theological Semi-

nary, Louisville, Ky. 

• Spring Creek Baptist · 
Church, Clarksville, has called 
Paul Bunger as pastor, effec
tive Jan. 16. Bunger of Winter 
Haven , Fla., is a native of 
Clarksville. 

• -Mark Branson, minister 
of music, Eudora Baptist 
Church, tor 11 years, was 
called as minister of music, 
Whitten Memorial Baptist 
Church, Memphis, effective 
Jan. 2. 

· • Jesse 'Hawkins has 
been called as pastor of New 
Hope Baptist Chur ch, Paris, 
effective Dec. 26. H e was a 
Mission Service Corps volun
teer in 1999 in Nevada and · 
Idaho; in the summer of .1996 
at the Montana Sputhern Bap
tist Fellowship, Billings, 
Mont.; in the summer of 1995 
at the Nevada Baptist Conven
tion, Reno, Nev.; and in the 
summer of 1994 for the Neva
da Baptist Convention in Salt 
Lake City, Nev. He _also has 
served as a pastor and director 
of missions in Oregon and Ida-.., 
ho. Hawkins is a graduate of 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 

PAUSING during their work in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, recently were 
members of a team from Baptist Hospital of East Tennessee, Knox
ville, from left, front row, Alicia McCampbell, Phyliss Smith, Jan lr~ 
w)n, Raycene Brewer, and Chris Sawyer; back row, Jim Koren, 
Edith Mynatt, David Rankin, Dan Hix. The team did health care and 
evangelism work in the Dona Marta area of the city to support the 
Tennessee/Rio Baptist Partnership. They treated more than 1,000 
Brazilians. ~ 
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