
FBC, Tellico Village 
ioins B&R famil)( 
of sulilcribers .. ·f ., 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - First 
Baptist Church" Tellico Vil-
lage) the BaJ~..lst 
and family~ of s~-
scribers. "t 

The church is se~ding the 
paper to its entire me.znber-
ship. . _ 

"We a~ ~~cited tb:~t.,:~~t 
Baptist ~tch has se:eli ~e 
value in sending the state 
Baptist paper to the entire 
membership;" said Editor 
Lonnie Wtlkey. 

"The ~~pe:r ;;,will f~ee~ 
them. betler imfor.m.e&on 
what is going on not only in 
Tennessee Baptist life, but 

outhern Baptist life as 
well," he•·1i ·~~·~.1· 

~r.SlllbSicr):pt].tQ'ii ,plan:s, c<mlit-a'<~t 
B&R office at (615) 37:1-

N E s s E E I s 

Knoxville pastor elected to chair Life Way t~ustees 
By Charles Willis 
For Baptist Press 

to serve and minister effective
-ly. No new accommodations 
have been constructed at ei-

NASHVILLE Bruce ther conference center in 27 
Robinson, senior pastor of 
West Lonsdale Baptist 
Church., Knoxville,_ has been 
elected as chairman of the 
trustees for Life Way Christian 
Resources. 

Robinson was elected dur
ing the agency's Feb. 7-8 semi
annual trustee meeting here. 

During the meeting trustees 
approv.ed plans to revitalize · 
Ridgecrest (N.C.) and Glorieta 
(N.M.) conference centers. 

Board members re·ceived a 
report citing the condition of 
the facilities, the ministry of 
the conference cent~rs, and 
projections for the future based 
on independent market re
search. 

k 

Among facts about the phys-
ical condition of the centers 
were observations that current 
conditions do not represent the 
quality -and standards needed 

years , the report continued, 
and deferred maintenance has 
left deteriorated facilities and 
less than suitable environ
ments. 

Mike Arrington, vice presi
dent of Life Way's corporate af
fairs division, said revitaliza- · 
tion of the centers is a key 
"next step in LifeWay's total 
ministry as we move into the 
21st century." 

Arrington said a master site 
plan will be developed and pre
sented to trustees for consider
ation at their September meet
mg. 

In other matters, trustees 
approved a 3.5 percent rate in
crease for conference centers 
from Oct. 1, 2002 through 
Sept. 30, 2003. 

LIFEWA Y CHRISTIAN RESOURCES President James T. Draper 
Jr., left, chats with new trustees of the agency who were elected 
during their Feb. 7 meeting in Nashville. From left are Draper, Ben 
Rowell, Roger$, Ark. , vice chairman; Bruce Robinson, senior pas
·tor, West Lonsdale Baptist Church Knoxville, chairman; and Phil 
Neighbors, Bakersfield, Calif., recording secretary. - Photo by 
Morris Abernathy 

Trustees also received a re
port of new books to be re
leased by Broadman & Hoi-

man in the coming months, in
cluding the June 1 publication 
of Payne Stewart: The Autho
rized Biography, by the late 
golfer's wife, Tracey. 

Trustees· a'lso .announced 
plans to launch in December a 
monthly health magazine as 
part of the Life Way Well ness 
Plan. • 

. 

At Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center 

-_ Blackwell to manage caiDp facility 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD,- Lloyd BlackweH, 
associate pastor of Belmont Heights 
Baptist Church, Nashville, has been 
named manager of Linden Valley Bap
tist Conference Center in Linden. 

Blackwell was elected by the Execu- . 
tive· Board's Central Administrative 
·Committee on Feb. 3 to fill the vacancy 
created by the upcoming retirement of 
Tommy Strong. 

Blackwell will begin work with 
Strong on March 1. Strong and his 
wife, Shirley, will retire May 31: 

Recreation/Aerobics Center. He also 
served as property management associ
ate at Travis Avenue Baptist Church in. 
Fort Worth for two y~ars before accept
ing a call to Belmont Heights in 1986. 
He served as minister of recreation un
til 1991 and since then has been associ
ate pastor for edu.cation ministries, 
property n~anagement, missions, and 
administration. 

Belmont honors retired Nashville pastor 
Belmont University held,a special celebration service Feb. 6 for the H. Paschall 

Chair for Biblical Studies and Preaching in Belmont's School of Religion. The 

chair was established upofl Paschall's retirement in 1983 as pastor of First Bap

tist Church, Nashville. Church members and friends gave $250,000 to Belmont 

to establish the chair in honor of Paschall's scholarly Bible study and preaching. 

Participating in the celebration were, from left, Paschall, Robert Byrd, who will 

hold the Paschall Chair; Lloyd Elder, outgoing Paschall Chair and director of the 

Moench Center at Belmont; and Steven H. Simpler, dean of the School of Reli

gion. - Photo by Connie Davis 

A native of Louisiana, Blackwell 
spent most of his youth in Tennessee. 
He is the son of Lloyd Blackwell Jr. , 
former associate pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, and M~riel Black
well, who served as a children's writer 
for LifeWay Christian Resources. 

He is a graduate of Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, and Southwest
~rn Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, where he earned a mas
ter of arts in religious education with a 
concentration in recreation. 

While at Southwestern, Blackwell 
served on the seminary staff in the 

"I feel that the Lord 
has been preparing me 
for camp/conference 
center ministry since 
my first part-time job 
at the age of 14," h e 
said. "I am committed 
to helping Tennessee 

BLACKWELL Baptists expe-rience 
God through our facili-

ties at Linden Valley." 
The grand opening of the new con

ference center at Lind enValley is 
scheduled for April 15. 

William Maxwell, TBC administra
tive director, led the nationwide search 
to fill the position. 'We are excited to 
have someone of Lloyd's character, in
tegrity, experience, and commitment to 
-See Blackwell, page 2 
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Member of Tennessee Baptist church 

Christian musician shares personal struggles 
B.y Todd Starnes 
For Baptist Press 

MEMPHIS -· It happened 
when he was in fourth grade. 
Clay Crosse was at a friend's 
house hanging out after school. 
Crosse said he remembered the 
events of that afternoon like it 
was yesterday. "My friend's dad 
had these magazines arrd we 
looked at them. It was amazing 
to me. It was shocking. I was 
just a kid, and I knew that I 
wasn't supposed to be looking at 
this stuff, but I did," Crosse said. 

That afternoon, visions of 
pornography were burned into 
his eyes, and more than 20 years 
later, the popular Christian mu
sician discovered his ministry 
and his .relationships were be
coming clouded by a sin that he 
kept hidden from the world. 
Now, Crosse said it's time to 
share his struggle with pornog
raphy to the body of Christ. 

"It's been heavy on my heart," 
Crosse said in an interview with 
Baptist Press. "I'm not the kind 
of guy who can be a public figure 
and put on a happy face when 
something is so pressing on my 
heart. So I just want to be hon
est." 

Dealing with pornography is 
not an easy topic to address with 

"My parents were very strong 
believers," Crosse said. "So I 
can't say it wasn't beca,use I 
didn't have strong people in my 
life, because I did. 

"I was talking to a friend the 
other day and he was telling me 
that when he was 12 };lis dad 
took him to a bachelor party. 

· There were all kinds of bad stuff 
going on and he saw it all. A few 
years later his dad bought him 
his first beer and other stuff to 
drink," Crosse said. "I can't re
late to that. That type of thing 
would never have happened in 
my parents' home." 

But outside their home, 
Crosse experienced h-is first 
brush with pornography. "I can't 
say that I was heavily convicted 
at th e time. When you're that 
young y~u· aren't really aware of 
sexuality. But it was the images. 
I enj.oyed it. There's no way 
around admitting it," he said. 

In high school and college, 
Crosse said he had occasional 
glimpses of "girlie" magazines. "I 
would allow myself to see porno
graphic movies, magazines, that 
type of thing," he sai~. 

Still, Crosse didn't seem to 
think he had a problem. 

When Crosse turned 23, he 
married Renna, his high school 
sweetheart. 

CLAY CROSSE 

back into his life. "Occasionally, 
I would watch videos or see mag
azines. It's available wherever 
you might want to get it," he 
said. 

"The bottom line is . that I al
lowed myself to participate 
again. It was detrimental to me. 
It was the kind of thing that 
started to affect my thought life. 
... It got to the point in 1998 
when I knew I had a problem. I 
had to be broken. It was a slap 
in the face to realize that in this 
area of my life, I was a joke." 

That moment came on an air
line flight in 1998. Crosse was 
returning from an engagement 
in Seattle and the long flight 
home to Nashville gave him time 

could see how this was going to 
take its toll. I had never commit
ted adultery, but I knew it was 
going to happen. 

"Pornography is one th,ing, 
but it only leads to a physical re
ality. You can only watch i.t so 
lon.g before you want to partici
pate and I had gotten to that 
point," he said. 

Crosse said it was the longest 
flight of his life. "My desire to 
daily seek him and improve my 
spiritual life is real," he said. "I 
know I was saved when I was 
13, but most of t'tte time I was on 
autopilot. I believed Christ. I be
lieved the Bible 100 percent, but 
I didn't actively live it all the 
time." 

The next step for Crosse was 
difficult - h e had to tell his 
wife. "I had to bare my soul to 
her," he said. ''We had a long sit
down, a time of confession, a 
time of prayers and tears," 
Crosse said. "I had to confess a 
lot of fantasies." 

Crosse received his wife's for-
~ 

giveness, but the h~1ing wasn't . . ' 

overnight. "To this day, there is 
healing. It was a time of reckon
ing. I had to admit that I am 
vulnerable to this. I'm not this 
guy walking around that's inca
pable. of failure. I had to make 
this area of my life a priority 
with God." · believers, especially when it in

volves one's personal struggle, 
Crosse said. And while he wasn't 
addicted to porn, Crosse said it 
is a problem that many men deal 
with - and one that can be 
overcome "with God's strength 
and support in our lives." 

For the first three or four 
years of their marriage he said it 
worked. "I didn't fall to the 
temptation and it wasn't an is
sue in my life," he said. 

to reflect. on his life and the se- 'Two years later, Crosse said 
creL sin he held in his heart. .. he maintains strict accountabili-

"I got saved when I was 13 ty in his spiritual walk. 

But that would soon change. 
Eventually, Crosse said his per
sonal stan.dards began to slip. It 
started through network televi
sion shows and comedians. "It's 
pretty obvious that we live in an 
incredibly free sexual society 
with no real parameters. These 
things began to influence me 
and I would enjoy it," Crosse 
said. 

years old, but this area of my life Today, Crosse a11d his wife 
tormented me. I would ignore it. .say their marriage is stronger 
I was in denial> but I tr~ed to ig- and healthier than it has ever 
nore it," he said. been. They left Nashville and 

To understand how God re
leased Crosse from his secret 
siri, he said it was important to 
understand his story from the 
beginning. 

Crosse grew up here in a 
Christian home. He accepted 

"But on that airplane, God. moved to Memphis where they 
made it so clear to me. I was live with their two daughters. 
way up in the sky, looking down As Crosse prepares to venture 
on my life . It was like I had out on a new musical tou~, ·he 
stepped outside of myself and said the message he will bring is 
was observing my own life," he one ofhope. 

· Christ at the age of 13 at Lea
wood Baptist Church and was 
active in his youth group 
through high school and college. 

Several years ago, in the mid
dle of his vibrant ministry, 
Crosse said pornography crept 

said. "It was interestin~ to have "I've experienced something 
that perspective on your life. To that other people have been 
see you as other people see you. through and are going through, 

"And I hated what I saw. I but praise God, I've come out of 
needed to clean up my life. I it." • 

IW,:H:; . ......,,,'<>~MH :.L,.u.:uJ.:J, • ~~~[~.rJ~~~~~~~~ • 
· of the. .southe,n Ba.ptis~~C6JriiV he is tlii'ttel:ed';~b 

· 4ll!Ciy .u. eJected he WOuld be the first bao~bo(l;'ii eJected he said bTidgJliU~ 
"'·"-~~o.· • .,,_a.u the pation's largest Protestant d.em()P;li_IliHi~*j\:·"d'lJ-. be an important part of u.H))'LI~H.lr¢; 

~erritt; 47, pastor of First B~ptist t:;llLliTcJ 

here~ also would become the seventh Ge:ot,daif·':1;B' . "' ' 

hold the position, the most recent being Charles· 
Stanley, pastor of First Baptist Church, Atlanta~ .. 

Jack Graha-m, pastor of Pre~tonwood Bapti~t 
Church in Dallas, said he will nominate Mero1t.t 
to the SBC's top post. "I feel very collttcten.t,.:am'd 
enthusiastic abou~ the prospect of Jame.s, 
~h~ fi'rst president elected in the' 21st' · 
Graham said. ''I believe he is the un 
clioic~ of c~nservatives across the c.ori;v.'eritj:Q-J 
, Graham said Merritt's age played ~-~~~ 
hi~. nomination. "I would sayJ first of ~:N~< 
is going· to bridge the ·centuries. Jie-is · 

;::)U.•iJu.ou seek ways to involve more 
generation, my generation, and tHe ne~fgen~ta
tion into the ·life of the convention," M~~qitt sa~d. 
"It's an issue we need to address - how we can 
continue to bring the denomination to tlie level of 
the grassroots, to get our laypeople _to 'Under
s~and who we are and what we are "about:" 
~-.,Merritt is known throughout the C'oJ:lY~flltlton 

through his ministry at First Chu.rch, 
,Sin-ce his call there in 1985, the · c 
~trown from 2,000 members to more 
1\'~J;t>.Oe.JiS. ' 

..., ... .;~,.., , national teaching . minil~.tr,it 
·lo; v 

"'Lives," is br.oadcast on the 'l'rii~Hw 
Network, FamilyNet, and a local 

' 

Blackwell to ••• 
- Continued from page 1 
lead Linden Valley into a ·new 
era of ministry," Maxwell said. 

"He brings a knowledge of 
Tennessee Baptists and a 
strong passion for camp min
istry." 

Blackwell's wife, Jodi, is a 
Texas native, who serV-ed as a 
NAMB US2-er at Belmont 
Heights Baptist Church. She 
presently is a freelance writer 
for Life Way. 

The Blackwells ~have one 
daughter, Brook, 2. 
- Conference center at Ten
nessee Baptists' second camp 
at CarsonSprings in Newport, 
managed by Keith McKinney, 
also is nearing completion. 
The tenative grand opening 
there is set for mid-June. • 
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11inistry in Crisis Series 

DOM receives transplant, new view of ministry 
3y Connie Davis 
9aptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - He has 
'lad a bad couple of years, most 
Jeople would say. 

Since 1995, Michael Brooks 
ru co.u suffered from liver dis
~ase. He was hospitalized 
;wice in 1998. He was close to 
:leath last year when he was 
aospitalized again. 

During his last stay in the 
o.ospital, which extended for 
&wo months in Knoxville and 
Birmingham, Ala., he endured 
St liver transplant. He lost the 
feeling in his lower legs and 

feet. But about a year later, he 
has nearly recovered his 
health completely. 

Brooks, director of missions, 
East Tennessee Baptist Associ
ation, based in Newport, sub
mitted recently he never be
lieved he was close to death. 
He received assurance from 
God he would recover. 

He also never wondered 
why he had to suffer the ill
ness. Why not him, he asked? 
Finally, Brooks said he gained 
spiritually from the experi
ence. 

Pragmatic optimism 
Brooks might be described 

MICHAEL BROOKS, direptor of missions, East Tennessee Bap
tist Association, based in Newport, holds a cane he uses less and 
tf:1::.;s since his liver transplant about a year ago. 

Member of First Baptist Church, Franklin 

as holding a pragmatic opti-
' mism or a strong faith. 

For example, he never real
ly felt that ill, he claimed. He . 
was getting older , he ex
plained. Every once in a while 
he felt like he had a virus. B~t 
he was carefully adhering to 
the directions 'of his doctor to 
retain his health, following df
ets and taking medications. 

He became very ill, Brooks 
admitted, but he can't remem
ber it. He praised his wife San
dra, a nurse; son Charles, who 
postponed college studies; 
daughter Andrea Thompson 
who visited him frequently 
from Florida;· and health care 
professionals for his comfor~. 

Facing death 
Brooks does remember Feb. 

10, 1999. On that day a doctor 
· told him he would probably die 

in a year if he didn't receive a 
liver transplant in six months. 

Brooks remembers letting 
his family walk ahead of him 
out of the medical building so 
he could talk to God. 

In a "flash," ·Brooks recalled, 
he felt God's presence and 
heard "a whisper" from God 
telling him · he had more work 
for Broo~s to do. 

He felt so reassured and 
confident he made a commit
ment to himself. He would not 
spend one more second worry
i.ng about his health and h e 
would live life the best way he 
could. 

Several weeks later, after 

BP vice president sets July 1 retirement 
By Todd Starnes 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE Herb 
Hollinger has announced his 
retirement as vice president 
for convention news from the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee effective 
July 1. 

Hollinger has overseen Bap
tist Press, the SBC'_s official 
daily news service, since 
March 1 , 1991. During hi s 
leadership, Baptist Press was 

ansformed from a news ser
vice delivered through the mail 
to an electronic news service 
seen throughout the world. 

Baptist Press articles are 
featured in publications across 
the country, with state Baptist 
newspapers and journals as its 
primary customers. In addition 
to being available on the Inter
net at the SBC's www.sbc.net 
and various other Web Sites, 
Baptist Press also has more 
than 17,000 subscribers via e
mail. 

Hollinger, who will be 60 

upon retirement, said his work 
at Baptist Press has been re
warding and fun. "I thank God 
for the opportunity to work 
here and for the support of 
Southern Baptists during 
these years of 
ministry," he 
said. 

In a 1993 
article about 
Baptist Press 
in the journal 
Baptist History 
and Heritage, 
H o 1 1 i n g e r HOLLINGER 
wrote, "Since 
most-of what Southern Bap
tists do together is built on 
trust, the future of Baptist 

• 
Press als0 hinges on the trust-
worthy- and cooperative
relationship it has with other 
SBC agencies and institutions 
and Baptist and secular news 
media. The future of Baptist 
Press is bright if it continues 
to keep its commitment to and 
the trust of Southern Bap
tists." 

Following his retirement, 

Hollinger and his wife, Mary, 
will move out West where he 
will work with local churches. 

."I felt the call of the Lord to 
go out and help grow churches 
and plant churches out West," 
he said. 

He also plans to spend time 
visiting with his three children 
and 10 grandchildren. 

Hollinger, who grew up in 
the Mormon church, was con
verted to Christianity and bap
tized in Wichita Falls, Texas, 
while serving in the Air Force 
in 1962. He was ordained to 
the Gospel ministry in 1971. 

Hollinger has also served in 
several denominational posi
tions, including editor of The 
California Southern Baptist 
newsmagazine from 1983-
1991; director of the division of 
communications and editor of 
the Northwest Baptist Witness 
for the Northwest Baptist Con
vention from 1979-83. 

Hollinger and his wife at
tend First Baptist Church, 
Fran.klin, where he teaches an 
adult Sunday School class. • 

• 

two planned transplants had 
to be canceled because of prob
lems not related to Brooks, he 
received a new liver. 

So when people ask him to 
describe his near death experi
ence, he explains he didn't 
have one because it wasn't in 
God's plan. 

Enjoying health 
''Everything has gone uphill 

since then," reported Brooks, 
referring to the transplant. 

The turnaround in his 
health has been "miraculous," 
he described. He lost feeling in 
his lower legs and feet, a re
sult of a lengthy illness. But 
he recovered in nine months 
rather than 18 months as pre
dicted. 

He has been taken off of 
medications ,he took for years 
for high blood pressure and re
tention of fluid . He feels 
stronger than he has felt in 
decades, he said. 

He's different in another 
way, Brooks added with a grin. 
Ever since the transplant, he 
has craved sweet foods. 

Spritual health 
He's also different spiritual

ly, Brooks said. His perspec
tive of ministry has been 
transformed. The changes may . . 
be linked to experiencing so 
many miracles and seeing God 
work through health care 
workers who represented dif
ferent denominations and 
varying spiritual experiences, 
he described. Or the changes 

may be linked to his new sense 
of urgency about spiritual 
things because he faced his 
own death. 

F or whatever reason, said 
Brooks, he i s less concerned 
with denominational programs 
and structures than before his 
illness. 

Another change has been in 
his preaching . .Some have said 
since the transplant he preach
es with a new fervor. 

He is not aware of his new 
style of preaching, Brooks sub
mitted. His new approach is 
not confidence or technique, 
but he does feel "a greater de
gree of freedom to express 
what the Lord gives me to 
say," he said. 

Because of his experiences, 
he has a new appreciation for 
Baptists, especially t~10se in 
East Tennessee association, 
who networked with Baptists 
in Birmingham to support him 
and his family, he said. They 
also stayed in contact by way 
of cards and phone calls. 

And he has a new apprecia
tion for God, reported Brooks. 

"I have been on a miracle 
journey and God has done so 
much . I give the glory an d 
honor and praise to h im be
cause he did it," declared 
Brooks. B&R 

Tennessee trustees honored 
Phil Glisson, evangelist from Memphis and a trustee of LifeWay 
Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention, spoke af
ter receiving a plaque of appreciation for his service. His term will 
end in June. Also pictured are Glisson's wife Teresa and LifeWay 
President James T. Draper Jr. A second Tennessee trustee, Jack 
Stewart, owner of Stewart Lumber Co., Morristown, will com
plete his term in June. - Photo by Morris Abernathy 
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. Woodbury church honors Of!e of my _,heroes' 

One df my "heroes" in the 
faith is Tom Madden, retired 
executive director of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention. 
Those who know him can at
test he truly is a Christian 
gentleman and servant. 

My relationship with him 
goes bey_ond my tenure with 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. 

When I moved to Tennessee 
in 1981 to begin work with the 
former SBC Education Com
mission, Dr. Madden was one 
of the commissioners. 

We developed a friendship 
that has lasted these many 
years. 

Embrace prayer 
Never has my heart been so 

full of joy and hope than as we 
now enter the year 2000. I 
greatly rejoice that Tennessee 
Baptists have embraced a seri
ous resolution to stand in God's 
presence in specific times of si
multaneous praY,er! Across our 
nation, many state conventions 
are embracing this same resolu
tion for united nights of prayer. 

Just such patterns of prayer 
preceded every Great Awaken
ing of Scripture and history! In
deed, there can be no greater ur
gency than developing corpo
rate, sustained prayer in our lo
cal churches and state conven
tions. 

In convention session, you 
have agreed to unite in an un
precedented level of simultane
ous prayer with not just individ
uals praying, but God's people 
joining corporately in churches 
to pray with great focus and 
specificity. Such prayer is God's 
eternal plan and the only hope 
for revival in our land. • 

Even in the midst of today's 
rushing tide of evil, believers 
can embrace new hope as God 
freshly calls his people to him
self through fervent, corporate 
prayer. 

Yet, one truth is of profound 
importance. If cpurches are to 
truly become houses of prayer, it 
utterly depends on pastors to 
embrace this call and lead their 
own congregations. But what an 
exciting prospect for every pas~ 
tor! Far greater evangelism and 

- When ou:r first child was 
stillborn in 1984, Tom Madden 
sent a beautiful note of encour
agement. 

It was a privilege to join the 
Baptist and Reflector staff 
while he was still executive di
rector. Though he has been re
tired for about 11 years from 
the TBC we have maintained 
contact over the years. 

He has held numerous in
terim pastorates over that pe
riod. Occasionally he would 
call me to "fill in" for him to 
preach when he had a conflict. 

I would kid him and say, "I 
see you got to the bottom of the 
list." He would just give his 
patented laugh and deny it. 

A few weeks ago he called 
me and invited me to attend a 
building dedication at First 
Baptist Church, Woodbury. 
The church recently completed 
its first building project in 40 
years. 

Well, to be honest, I had 

'mission fruit will surely result 
from such prayer. I am con
vinced God is now placing this 
new urgency in thousands of 
pastors and churches. . 
· It is my earnest prayer that 
every church will ~mbrace the 
corporate nights of prayer. 

I urge every church to 
prayerfully consider the specific 
prayer focus and the helpful 
prayer meeting resources sent 
out by the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. May God grant us 
full revelation of the desperate 
condition of our nation. 

And may we settle for noth
ing less than his mighty pres
ence in yet another Great Aw~k-
emng. 

Henry Blackaby 
North American Mission Board 

Alpharetta, GA 30202 

In a quandary 
- I find myself in a quandary 
following the Jan. 26 and Feb. 2 
issues of the B&R. In the former 
you spell out guidelines for "Let
ters to the Editor," which in
clude "should not deal with per
sonalities or attack people" and 
in the latter you print a letter 

-which amounts to a frontal as
sault an Richard Land, one of 
our finest leaders. 

·The letter writer could have 
disagreed with ·Land's position 
on the "Family Amendment" in 
the spirit of open, Christian dis
cussion. That's fine in our pa
per. But, when .he suggested 
Land should "apologize or re
sign" and equated Land's 
hermeneutics with racism, 
that's a personal attack which 
has no place in our paper. 

By the way, I was also em
barrassed to discover that the 
Feb. 2 issue carried a story on 
page 2 regarding the reversal of 
the FCC ruling on religious 
broadcasting, and a st'ory on 
page .12 that the NAMB plans 
to appeal that same ruling. 
Does the back page not know 

\ 

plans. But telling Tom Madden 
no was like telling my own 
grandfather I couldn't do 
something, so I altered my 
plans. I'm glad I did. 
· First Church had a wonder
ful celebration as they dedicat
ed their new fellowship ·hall 
and educational building. 

I had a great lunch and w·as 
able to visit with Dr. Madden 
and his ~weet wife, Edna 
Earle, along with some other 
friends. She was so concerned 
because I left without dessert. 
That was the day I was trying 
to stay on my diet. Since then I 
have "blown it," so I wish now 
I had eaten some of those great 
desserts that were preP.ared. . 

Last week I received an e
mail from Douglas Jennings of 
First Church who wanted me 
to know· they had voted to 
name their new facility the 
"Tom and .Edna Earle Madden 
Fellowship Hall" or "Madden 
Hall" for short. 

what the front page is doing? 
Ed North, pastor 

' FBC, Humboldt 38343 

The editor, too, was embar
rassed by the two stori_es. In the 
haste to provide Tennessee 
Baptists the most yp-to-date in
formation we received the updat
ed FCC story on press day. 
When we put that story in, we 
forget to remove the original sto
ry. It was my mistake and I apol
ogize. - Lonnie Wilkey 

Heart breaks for boy 
It was with a broken heart I 

read your _comments this week 
concerning Eli im Gonzalez in 
the_Feb. 2 issue of the Baptist 
and Reflector. There is also in 
this same issue (p. 2) an article 
about the FCC and "the provi
dential grace of God and how 
the Christian community stood 
united for "religious" freedom 
(paragrap~ #2). 

How can both of these arti
cles come from the same paper? 
The contradictions are unbeliev
able. 

My heart is breaking for 
Elian. My heart is breaking for 
the stand of the the editor of ouT 
state paper. 

·At a museum in Fl0rida I ~aw 
soro.e of the rafts/flotati'on de
vices some 'of the Cubans used 
to leave Cuba. It is the most 
stunning sight to think some
one's desire for freedom would 
cause them to set out to sea in 
something of this nature. 

Elian's mother must have 
been a remarkable woman. 
"Greater love has no one than 
this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends" (John 15:13). Elian's 
mother laid down her life for 
him. This was true love! 

If his father is concerned he 
woulq be coming to the USA. 

Where are the Christians to 
stand in the gap for this child? 
Let us consider if we would 
want to walk one day as a 

Jennings wrote of the man 
who has served as their inter
im for the past three years: 
"Without his vision and guid
ance, the building woul.d not 
have been built. We are so 
grateful to him." 

I commend membe:rs of the 
W eodbary church fo:r honoring 
the Maddens in such a . special 
way. 

I 

Tom Madden, now 80 years 
old, is a pri:t,ne example that 
just because someone is old in 
years doesn't mean he or she 
cannot still be productive. 

Tennessee Baptists have 
many retired pastors who God 
has blessed with good health. 
Many of these servants of God 
can still make contributions, 
just as Tom Madden has done 
during his interim work in 
Woodbury. 

I would encourage churches 
to think about using these 
God-given resourees when op
portunity arises. B&R 

Christian in Cuba. One day 
without our religious freedoms·. 
Let's take our stand in the gap. 
Let us be a lighthouse to C~ba! 

M.J. Watts 
Knoxville 37950 

·Keep Elian in U.S. 
I was somewhat surprised to 

read that you "have mixed emo
tions about the p~ight of 6-year 
old Elian Gonzalez." Also sur
prising was that you actually 

I 

want Elian tp go back to Cuba. 
The latest news is that his 

grandmothers niay have abused 
him while here to visit. Accord
ing to other information, Elian's 
father is a hard core communist 
and very close to Castro. 

That probably explains why 
he did not jump at the opportu
nity to visit him. If you are a fa
ther, what could stop you from 
wanting to s,ee your son, at any 
cost? 

What bothers me the most is 
that so many Christians take 
your approach. Ol;>viously they 
are forming their opinions on 
the news that yolilr article warns 
about. 

As a Chri.:stian who wants 
Christ to ,be sh:ared with every
one, I am sutprised that a fellow , 
Christian would take a chance 
that Elian would ever hear the 
Gospel. One thing is to "t~ust .
God" that he will be saved and 
another is to do what God has 
done through the ages and that 
is to work through those who 
know Him. In Cuba, it would 
truly be a miracle in that god
less, atheistic environment, that 
Elian could ever hear the Gospel 
and believe. There would be 
great hope that he would be ex
posed to the Gospel here in this 
country. 

Lefs do the Christian. thing 
and petitian ou:r government to 
let him stay. · 

Harold B . Key· 
Jackson 38301 

Start with a smile 
Tom to boss: "We're doing 

some heavy housecleaning at 
home tomorrow and my wife 
needs me to help with the attic 
and garage, moving and haul
ing stuff. Can 'I have the day 

·off?" Boss: "We're shorthanded. 
I can't possibly give you the day 
·off." Tom: "Thanks, boss. I 
knew I could count on you." 

Take this truth 
Allies come from strange 

places. Don't ever "burn your 
bridges" with anyone. You may 
need that person in a way you 
didn't expect. 

Memorize this Scripture 
Proverbs 17:17 

PrQy this prayer 
"Lord, help me to grapple my 

friends to my soul with hoops of 
steel."·• 

Partnersllip 
" Prayer Requests 

February 
17- Pray 'for and ask God to 

send a pastor/church planter 
to Oaktre.e Church in Oak
ville, Ontario, Canada. 

18 - Pray for Art and Dottie 
Dennis, IMB ISC Nicaragua 
Disaster Relief volunteer co
ordinators as they schedule 
recovery projects to help vic
tims of Hurricane Mitch. 

19-Pray for 1MB missionaries 
to Portugal who sent out 
brochures to 20,000 homes in 
Lisbon where cell g11oups are 
targeted. Ask God to bless 
those who will open their 
homes. . 

26 - Praise God. f0r an eight
man Tennessee B~ptist Dis
aster Relief team which did 
construction Jan. 23-30 on 
Cat Island to help victims of 
Hurricane Floyd. 

21 - .Pray for River South 
Church in Winnipeg, Manito
ba, Canada, as it seeks ways 
to minister in its community. 

22 - Pray for Celebrate Je
sus 2000 rallies being held 
this month in Michigan 
churches. 

23 -Pray for Michael John
son, IMB missionary to Por
tugal, and others who recent
ly mailed out 100 "Jesus" 
videos in Feira. Ask God to 
lead Baptists to those 
reached by the videos. 
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For April 20-22 in Nashville 

2000 state Royal Ambassador Congress set 
By Marcra Knox. 
For "Men rand Boys on Mission" 

BRENTWOOD - The 2000 
Tennessee Royal Amb_assador 
Congress will be held Thurs
day-Saturday, April 20-22, at 
Belmont University, Nash
ville, where over 1000 partici
pants and staff are e~pected 
to attend. 

This 46th Annual RA Con
gress is open to boys and 
gi-rls, young men and young 
women, and their leaders 

This year's special guests 
are "Surfer Bob and Penny" 
from the International Mis.: 
sion Board's Video series 
"Kids on Mis~ion" as they 
travel the globe to see where 
God is· at wo,rk. ''Surfer Bob 
and Penny" will appear dur
ing the Friday night worship 
session. The Saturday morn
ing worship session will fea
ture Kevin· Shrum, pastor of 
Inglewood Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and other guests. 

During Congress, partici
. pants attend m-ission who are~participants 

in MissionKids, 
EZRAs, and RAs 
including Lads, 
Crusaders, 
Challengers) 

~-=-~~'o conferences, in:is-
UAI~~-t.., sion ~vents, and 

and others. 
Sponsored 

by the TBC 
Baptist Men's 
Ministries 
Team, Congress is · 
the statewide con
vention and competition 
for all RA cha.pters and Chal
lenger groups in Tennessee 
Baptist Churches. 

worship ser
vices. RA chap
ters, Chal
lenger groups, 
leaders, ~nd 
individual 

members com
pete for awards 

in eompetitions 
such as Campcraft 

Rodeo, Mission!? Bowl, 
~issions Speak Out, Project 
Hall, and RA Racers. 

A s.pecial Congress Mis-

' 

WORKING AT A WORLD Hunger Relief Bake Sale are RAs of Cal
vaty Baptist Church, Knoxville. RAs are from left, Jacob Williams, 
Greg Allen, David Sizemore, Chip Chambers, and Cody Chambers. 
Counselors aFe, from left, Gleg Sizemore, Doug Johnson, and Jim 
Trotter. 

Welcome, 
New Readers 

If you don't regularly re
ceive the Baptist and Reflec
tor, you may be receiving it 
from Men's Ministries of the 
Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. 

Men's Ministri_es is pro
viding this issue to a 
group of people to allow 
them to receive "Men 
and Boys on Mission." 
We encourage you to 
subscribe for a year to 

the Baptist and Reflec
tor, send $10 to P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. • 

sions Offering 
is raised 
through the 
Missions Car
nival. The 
Missions Of
fering is given 
to a Ten
nessee Baptist 
ministry pro
ject. 

RA Con-

. . 

gress recog
nizes RA 
chapters, 
Challenger 
groups, lead
ers, and par
ticipants for 
exceptional 
work each 
year andre
inforces their 
daily person

FIRE BUILDING is one of tne most exciting events in C9mpcraft Rodeo for Lads, Cru
saders, Challengers, and leaders at RA Congress. 

• 
al relationships to serve as 
Royal Ambassadors for Je- . 
sus Christ during their life
times. 

A Tennessee RA Congress 
Information Packet on 
·events and competitions is 
available for leaders who 

would like to bring their RA 
chapters and Challenger 
groups to Congress. In addi
tion to Congress Informa
tion Packet, there is a year
ly revised Congress Sllpple
me.nt, which centains cur-. 
re_nt Congress registration 

forms and information. 
For Congress information 

- contact: Carol Davidson, (615) 
371-2025, 1-800-558-2090; 
Men's Ministries Team, TBC, 
P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 
37024-0728; or cdavidson@-. ' 

tnbaptist.org. • 

Man develops Legacy Outdoor Ministries 
By Marcia Knox 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

In the parable of the great supper, Jesus told 
of a lord who sent a servant to search the high-

J 

ways and the hedges to find 
dinner guests (L:uke 14:23). 

Similar to the parable, Kyle 
Woodfin of Helen, Georgia, is . · 
searching the hedges for those 
men who are sitting in de,er 
stands on Sunday morning in
stead of pews. Woodfm is also 
effering hope to hunting wid
ows who are at church with the 
children through his Legacy 
Outdoor Ministries. 

WOODFIN 

Though his love of hunting, Woodfin is advo
cating Wild Game suppers and other venues to 
bring men to an evangelistic meeting, who nor
mally wouldn't attend the local churcl;l. 

"Hunting is a personal hobby that has de
veloped into a p1inistry for me," said 
Woodfin. "The local church programs are · 
geared toward women and not toward the 
men. Instead of friends skipping church on 
Sunday to go hunting, why not make it a 
ministry for men." 

A former pastor at First Baptist Church, He
'len, Ga., and a former NAMB resort missionary, 
Woodfin recently began full-time the Legacy 
Outdoor Ministries to build a Christian legacy 
through the great outdoors. 

In fact, the ministry'-s mission statement is to · 
use the outcmor setting of God's great creation 
to bring people to a life changing experience 
with Jesus Christ, to equip Christian men in 
their roles as husbands and fathers thus en-

hancing the Christian home, and to equip 
Christians to be witnesses through their out
door hobbies. 

"Men attend Wild Ga.me suppers whether the 
dinners are held at the local church or r ecre-, 
ation center," he said. "A guest speaker could 
give a testimony." 

Woodfin's goals for the ministries include: de
veloping relationships, witnessing encounters, 
and witnessing tools for the hunting communi
ty; leading the local church to an outreach vi
sion; putting witnessing tools in the hands of 
Christian men; and training them to build wit
nessing relationships with other men and boys. 

"Dove shoots, a Southern tradition, can be 
used to invite lost friends to go into the field, 
then have a barbecue with an invitation," he 
added. 

Woodfin's Vision extends to Hunting and 
Fishing Sports Camps, Deer Camp Chaplaincy, 
Ministry Through Deer Hunting, Ministry on 
Wildlife Management Area Hunts and Special 
Quota Hunts, and Hunter Safety Course Spon
sorship. 

·"In an area where there is a high concentra
tion of Deer Hunting Leases and Deer Camps, a 
chaplain can strike up a conversation in order 
to minister. We could equip Christian men to 
use deer hunting and their hunting property for 
ministry purposes." 

Legacy Outdoor Ministries is now under the 
umbrella of the TBC Baptist Men's Ministries 
Team through the office of Adult Missions 
Awareness specialist Gene Williams. 

Men interested in Legacy Outdoor Ministries 
through the local church or association may call 
Williams at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371-2064, 
or email at gwilliams@tnbaptist.org. • 

-
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Are you out of your mind? . 
Have you ever been asked that 
question? When we make a 
statement that is too incredible 
to be believed and our plan is 
contrary to the normal pattern, 
it is immediately rejected and 
judged as insanity. 

I direct you to I Corinthians 
2:2, 4, and 14-
16. Ifyou r~al
ly want to un
derstand my 
mindset, read 
the entire sec
ond chapter. 
It is Paul's 
testimony 

WILLIAMS about having 
the mind of 

Christ. Verse 2 tells us he 
chose to have Christ on his 
mind, which we can do. In 
verse 4, Paul tells that his 
choice is not to impress men 
with worldly wisdom, but to 
demonstrate the power of the 

· Spirit in his life, which we also 
can do. 

In verses 14-16, Paul de
clares the source of his wisdom, 
the Spirit of God, which we can 
do also. 

I am advocating letting God 
rule our mind. I am advocating 
letting him rule to the extent 
that if indeed we were "out of 
our mind," then he would still 
con.trol us. 

Last April at a men's meet
ing, Patrick Morley, a best 
selling author of several books 
including The Man in the Mir
ror, shared his experience"with 
a pain reliever, administered 
in the emergency room to 
deaden the agony of a kidney 

-stone. ' 

As the morphine began to 
take effect, Morley was on his 
way to "la-la land" when he 
demonstrated his exuberance 
for God. While waiting in the 
l!.allway, he loudly proclaimed 
the advantages of following the 
Lord. He told his wife, "Honey, 
isn't the Lord won~erful? I can 
feel his presence all around 
me." 

According to Morley, 
''Wouldn't it be great if we lost 
our inhibitions and demon
strated our exuberant joy of be
ing aware of God's presence 
with us through the Holy Spir
it?" 

I agree with Morley that ex
uber~ce for the Lord is an at
tribute to be desired. 

Recently I began to question 
myself about how I would react 
in the same situation. If I were 
out.ofmy mind, would I demon
strate God's rule in my life? 
Have I given myself over to him 
so completely that in moments 
of being out of control, would I 
react in a God-honoring way? 
Do my secret thoughts and ac
tions if revealed during a mo
ment of uncontrolled blabber
ing demonstrate my love for 
hi ? m. 

I believe God wants to so 
permeate our lives that if we 
were out of it he would still be 
glorified. Lord, help me so that 
when I'm .out of my mind, I'm 
still under your control. Help 
me dream God-sized dreams 
that are impossible to achieve 
using·man's wisdom. 

Stand Firm conference set 
For 'Men and Boys on Mission" 

Stand Firm Men's Confer
ence on "Men Leaving a Legacy 
of Faith" is scheduled for Fri
day and Saturday, April14-15, 
at the First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock, Ga. Keynote speak-

- ers will be Henry Blackaby, 
Larry Burkett, and Fred Luter. 

Blackaby is the special as
sistant to the presidents of the 
North American Mission 
Board, Life Way Christian Re
sources, and International Mis
sion Board. Burkett is a Chris
tian financial planner and au
thor. Luter is pastor of 

Franklin Avenue Baptist 
Church in New Orleans, La .. 

·Break out conferences ad
dressing male issues and "How 
To" helps for pastors and local 
churchmen's ministry leaders 
will also be offered on Satur
day morning. 

Advance registration fee of 
$20 will be available through 
April 13. Registration fee 
changes to $30 on April 14. 
Registration materials will be 
mailed to those requesting in
formation at LifeWay Events 
Registration at 1-800-254-2022 
or email at registration@life
way.com. • 

Campcraft program available on Web Site · 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

For over five years a team of 
Tennessee Baptists has been 
working on rewriting the old 
Brotherhood Adult Campcraft 
program. Soon you will have 
access to the new material 
known as Tennessee Adult 
Campcraft or TAC on the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention's 
web site. -

There are 12 parts to this 
program. There are two differ
ent program levels: Adventure 
Skills and Recreational Skills. 

A certified Instructor or In
structor Trainer under the di
rection of the Tennessee Cam
pcraft Committee will teach. 
We will schedule training in 
the association. You will soon 
find this on www.tnbap
tist.org. • 

' 

Pastor's view of men's ministry 
By Glenn Weekley 
For "Men arid Boys on Mission" 

There is a movement of God 
among the men of our churches 
today. Spearheaded by org~za
tions like Promise Keepers and 
the Men's Ministry Division ef 
Life Way, men's ministry groups 
are ·springing up in churches: I 
believe this movement holds 
promise for becoming the cata
lyst for a gr~at reVival. 

This movement has encoun
tered mixed response from pas
tors. Most are cautiously opti
mistic wanting to lend support, 
but they do not know what to . 
do. Pastor involvement in and 
support of ministry for men is 
crucial to its success and impact. 

As I have met with and spo
ken to men's groups, I have 
found a strong concern that 
they not infringe on their pas
tor's already crowded schedule, 
but also there is an under
standing that without support 
the ministry cannot succeed. 

Pastors do not need another 
meeting to attend or another 
ministry for which to feel re
sponsible. But properly under
stood and delegated, Men's 
Ministry can be one of the pas
tor's closest allies. Contrary to 
oeing another drain on a pas
tor's time, working with Men's 
Ministry addresses one of the 
church's greatest needs and 
helps fulfill its mission. 

The question isn't, "Do pas
tors have time to give to Men's 
Ministry?" The question is, 
"How can a pastor ignore what 
is the greatest single need fac
ing the church helping. men es
tablish and maintain right pri-

Missions Skills 
Schools set 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

The Missions Awareness 
and Involvement Group is · 
sponsoring May 5.,6 a ;Mis
sions Skills School at Linden 
. Valley Conference Center in 
:Linden.; ~,q~~:chQQ;l otters 
~lti:U t.i;'itiliJI1n{j.~ V:al'ious areas · 
of Jillissie'n~[Q~ ~atli overseas 
and at hom:e~ ' ' 

:Up to si£ 1_1!ol:lFS of training. 
may be earilea in a single. ' 
area or several areas. 

The school offers training 
forvoluntee-r:S considering go
ing.and for l_hose who feel 
they need mote training. 
Teachers will have many 
years of practical experience. 

The schooll>egins with 
check-in Friday7 1\fay 5, from 
4-6 p.m. and c-oncludes Satur
day, May 6-, With a Commis
sioning Serviee ~t 2 p.m. See 
future issues of the "M.ace
donian CaU" ,and "Men and 
Boys om. MiS'sion"' in the Bap
tist and ReP;ector for Iiegis.tra
tion information. • 

orities in their lives?" It is cru
cial to the home, nation, and 
church. 

Over a year ago, I met with a 
group of our First Baptist men 
to discuss the possibility of a 
Men's Ministry. We agreed that 
we would pray and seek God's 
guidance. We began meeting on 
Saturday morning and from 
that prayer time, 'Yhich our 
men refer to as the "Furnace 
Room," was born our "Men's 
Network." 

In answer to our prayers, 
God has raised up men to lead 
that effort. Many creative ways 
to reach and disciple men have 
come from this group. Account
ability and Bible study groups 
have been formed. 

Many fellowship opportuni
ties have been offered such as 

· camping trips, our annual 
"Smoke on the Water" event, 
breakfast meetings, and a wild 
game dinner. Ih the future; we 
plan to build a Habitat for Hu-

. manity house. We have found 
this network to be a source for 
manpower when we need help 
in such things as building sets 
for musicals, youth. and chil
dre·n events, and VBS. 

Our most recent effort was 
an attempt to help men who 
are going through career 
changes or termination. God 
has given us a framework of a 
growing and effective ministry 
that is touching the lives of 
many men. 

My role is this ministry is 
one of encouragement and sup
port. I attend as many func- · · 
tions as I can, but God has 
raised up a core group of lead
ers tJ:lat ~eep the ministry go-

Of Fishers of Men 

ing. We still meet Saturday 
morning for prayer, and I am 
called upon .for advice and help 
in· promoting the ministry to 
the church. The men feel that a 
word of support and my pres
ence at their events lends a 
sense of importance to their 
ministry. 

As pastor, I now have a place 
to refer men who seek a deeper 
walk with God. In my evange
listic visitation and counseling I 
often find men with needs that 
someone in our Men's Network 
can help meet or a problem 
they can understand. Often is 
the case that the men we are 
trying to reach for Christ re
spond better to a layman than 
a minister. 

This group of men pray for 
me, and my relationship with 
them helps keep me account
able. We aren't where we want 
to be, but we are addressing 
one of the most critical needs 
facing the church today. Min
istry to men is an effective tool 
in helping our church .be more 
effective in fulfilling the Great 
Commission of our Lord. It 
helps equip men to be spiritu;U 
leaders of their home to protect 
their family from the onsla~ght 
of the devil 

The appeal of the church is 
not for men to die for their fam
ilies, but for men to ~e to self 
and live for families, which is 
what Jesus did for us. The 
unique problems and potential. 
of men requi·res a ministry ded
icated to helping men Jmow 
how to die to self and live for 
Jesus and others. • -Weekley 
is pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Hendersonville. 

Tennessean nets national title 
~y Marcia Knox 
For 'Men and Boys on Mission" 

A Hendersonville Baptist, 
Terry Mowell, recently claimed 
the National Fishers of Men 
Championship on Ola Hickory 
Lake. Mowell won the title sin
gle handedly after his fishing 
partner moved late in the com
petition. 

This was the second season 
for the Fishers of Men Nation
a! Tournament Trail National 
Championship. This year the 
National Championship was 
held on Old Hickory Lake in 
Hendersonville and the fellow
ship meetings were held at 
First Baptist Church of Hen
dersonville's Family Life Cen
ter. 

The Thursday night meet
ing, Oct. 14, featured inspira
tional speaker Chris Wells 
and Christian recording 
artists Mike and Kim Bla.ck
wood. 

During the meeting, Point 
and State Champions from the 
11 divisions were recognized 
and received plaques and jack
ets. 

The Friday night meeting, 
Oct. 15, featured the musical 
quintet Last Generation from 
Sumter, South Carolina.' Jim 
Phillips, pastor of North 
Greenwood Baptist Churcp in 
Greenwood, Mississippi, gave 
the message. 

Mowell's two-day total of 
16.48 lbs. of fish outdistanced 
the next team-. Runner-ups 
Mark Jackson, member of 
First Baptist Church, Dayton, 
and Richard Jinnette, member 
of Church of the Harvest, 
Cleveland, led with a two day 
total of 15.28 lbs. Third place 
was won by Bob Redden, mem
ber of First Baptist Church, 
Old Hickory, and Lee Buck, 
member ef Cornerstone 
Church, Madison, with a two
day total of 12.46 lbs. • 
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Worcl It o• 8oiJ 
A larger amount of studies 

re being done in the area of 
1ildren these days. For what
ver reason, I am glad it is be
tg done. It may be that we 
re behind in this area. How
ver, itis never to late. 

Recently, I r.an across an ar.
cle concerning the subject of 

kid's worry
ing. It was in
teresting with 
many insights 
on studies re
vealing whom 
children go to 
when things 
are troubling 

them. Boys 
and girls alike 

.re more likely to go to Mom 
ban Dad when they need to 
alk. 

According to th~ study, only 
percent of sons and one 

1"'"'""'"t of daughters said that 
went to Dad. The author 

;on1:::1u<1ea that the children 
Les1perate:1y wanted to be able 
o talk with their dads, but 
!hey stop trying if they think 
. hey were not being heard. 

Dads, we have a problem! 
\nd the question is what are 
fe going to do about it? If we 
tre going to be the dads that 
}od has designed us to be, we 
nust take a different ap
>roach. Most of us from one 

time or another have used one 
of the following phrases. "Don't 
be such a baby!" "Big boys 
don't cry." ~ 

I'm sure that I have said 
· these statements to my son, 
daughters, and even grand
c;:hildren. What seems small to 
us can be huge for our chil
dren. The words of Proverbs 
12:18, "Reckless words pierce 
like a sword, but the tongue of 
the wise brings healing," 
should be a sober warning to 
all. I know it is to me regard
less if we are speaking about 
children or whomever. This 
verse also has a promise: "The 
tongue of the wise brings heal
ing." 

How often do we just listen 
to our children? They need to 
know we understand their 
problems and how scary they 
seem to them. Ollr children 
need to know that we as adults 
also feel fear and how we have 
learned to go to our Heavenly 
Father to tell him about it. If 
we model this exampl~ for our 
kids, they will learn it for their 
own lives . 

Have you heard your kids 
today? · 

hapters/ grC?ups to be honored 
_or "Men ana Boys on Mission" 

. , The Men's Ministries Team 
:ij}'ers every Royal Ambas
ador Chapter and Chal

!engers Group in Tennessee 
~he chance to earn the Honor 

Award. This 
award will be presented at the 

chapter/group are doing on a 
regular basis. One of there
quirements is that they regis
ter with the Men.'s Ministries 
Team Office before March 1 of 
the year that they are working 
for the award. 

J annual Tennessee Royal Am-
bassador Congress, April 20-
22, at Belmont University, 
Nashville. 

Every chapter/group can ob
tain this award if they docu
ment their activities according 
to the requirements and submit 
them to the Men's Ministries 
Team Office by the required 
time. The written requirements 
are available by calling the 
Men's Ministries Team office at 
1-800-558-2090, (615) 371-
2025, or e-mail cdavidson@
tnbaptist.org. • 

) 
J 
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The Honor Chapter/Group 
Award involves 15 require
ments that the chapter/ group 
must accomplish throughout 
the year. The requirements are 
based on the things that the 

Staff sought for camp program 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

The Men's Ministries Team 
is hiring young men to serve as 
counselors in the TRAC rM sum
mer camp program. TRAC rM is 
the overarching name of the 
summer camp program of the 
Men's Ministries Team. 

TRAC rM is more than just a 
summer camp program for Roy
al Ambassadors. TRAC rM has 
expanded its program to better 
meet the needs of Tennessee 
Baptists. TRACTM now offers 10 
weeks of summer missions ex
perience for young men to serve 
as.counselors. The first week is 
spent in training with nine 

weeks to follow in various camp 
settings. There are five weeks 
of boy's camps, two weeks of 
coed children's camps, and two 
weeks of coed youth camps. All 
weeks are mission camp·s where 
missions is taught and experi
enced in a variety of ways. 

The positions available are 
for young men ages 17 and old
er to serve 10 weeks as coun
selors. Housing, meals, and 
transportation are furnished 
and staffers are paid. 

For an application, contact 
the Men's Ministries Team at 
1-800-558-2090, (615) 371-2025, 
or e-mail at cdavidson@tnbap
tist.org. • 

TRAC™Iaunches coed program 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

TRACTM is more than a Royal Ambassador 
Camp. TRACTM has be~n expanding its program 
little by little for years. The Men's Ministries 
Team feels the offerings for the summer of 2000 
has the largest variety of summer missions 
camp opportunities to date. 

There will be. five weeks of TRACT"' Boys 
Missions Camps, two weeks of Coed Children's 
Missions Camps, a week of high adventure 
camp known as TRACTM Buffalo River Chal
lenge, and twp weeks of Coed Youth Missions 
Camps. ~To add to the versatility of the 2000 
program, TRACTM will he in five locations 
around the state. 

All four of the variations of the new TRAC TM. 
programs are based in Southern Baptist Mis
sions Education. TRACTM Boys Missions Camps 
and Coed Children's Missions Camp programs 
will involve participants in daily missions educa
tion and activities, worship and devotional times, 
and recreational activities and crafts. The theme 
for these two programs is-"Missions X-treme." ' 

The week of TRACTM Buffalo River Chal-

lenge offers young men in grades 7-12 the op
portunity to be involved in a high adventure 
group/individual building program. Partici
pants will be involved in daily worship, devo
tional times, and high adventure activities 
such as an extended canoe trip, ropes course 
activities as well as ice breakers, initiatives, 
and adventure games. The theme for the 
TRAC ™' Buffalo River Challenge is "Spiritual 
Outdoor Adventure Recreation." 

The Coed Youth Missions Camp program of
fers a youth camp and mission trip all in one. , . 
Youth will be taught missions throughout the 
week and then put what they have learned to 
practice. These camps are designed for youth 
groups where the ministers of youth attend as 
well; however, individual youth and those with
out their adult leaders are accepted. 

Contemporary Christian Recording Artist 
Brian Barrett will be the camp speaker and 
worship leader. The theme will be "That's All 
the Lumber." 

For information, call Carol Davidson at 1-800-
558-2090, (Sl5) 371-2025, e-mail at cdavidson@
tnbaptist.org, or web site at www.tnbaptist.org. • 

2000 TRACT"' dates 
Type of Camp 

TRA ~~~ Boys Missions Camp 
TRACT" Boys Missions Camp 

TRA en' Boys Missrons Camp 
TRA ~~~ Boys MiSsions Camp 

TRA ~~~ Buffalo River Challenge 

Coed Children's Missions Camp 

Coed Children's MisSions Camp 
Coed Youth Missions Camp 
Coed Youth Missioos Camp 
TRACT" ,Soys Missions Camp 

Location 

Camp Goldstream, Adams 
Camp Tanisi, Westmoreland 

Camp Bays Mountain, Kingsport 

Camp Linden, Linden 

Camp Linden, Linden 
Camp Smoky, Gatlinburg 
Camp Smoky, Gatlinburg 
Camp Smoky, Gatlinburg 
Camp Smoky, Gatlinburg 
Camp Smoky, Gatlinbvrg 

Date 

June 5-9 . 

June 12-16 

June 19-23 

June 26-30 

June 26-30 
July 3-7 
July 10-14 
July 17-21 
July 24-28 

July 31 -Aug. 4 

Men's Ministries Team names trainers 
The Men's Ministries Team announces a cur

rent list of Regional Directors and certified State 
Trainers. Contact these men when you need 
training in .Royal Ambassadors and Challengers. 

Central Region · Eastern Region 
Regional Director Regional Director 
Danny Keaton Tom Simpson 
2115 Maysville Road 121 I Deaderick Road 
Dickson, TN 37055 Knoxville, TN 37920 
(931) 789-9337 (865) 577-0615 

State Trainers 
Kevin Hale 
323 Hillside Court 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
(615) 848-0719 
kevhale@bellsouth.net 

Brian Holt 
3215 Ellington Circle 
Nashville, TN 3721 1 
(615) 837-2653 
brian.holt@nashville.com 

Joe Vinson 
325 Hogan Drive 
Murfreesboro, TN 37128 
(615) 849-7430 
joevinson @netscape.net 

Northwestern Region 
Regi01wl Director 
Aubrey Wilson 
1 I Fairview Drive 

· Humboldt, TN 38242 
(901) 784-2873 y 

State Trainers 
Vacant 

tlsimpsn @mail.state.tn.us 

State Trainers 
James Brooks 
1887 E. Brown School 

Road 
Maryville, TN 37804 
(865) 983-2434 

John Parker 
2121 Bolinger Road 
Maryville, TN 37801 
(865) 977-4087 

Doug Masingo 
195 Woods Drive 
Greenback, TN 37742 
(865) 856-2195 

South Central 
Region 

Regional Director 
Klyce Nolen 
1260 Spradlin Road 
Charlotte, TN 37036 
(93 1) 789-4385 

State Trainers 
Vacant 

These men are extensions of our team, and are of
ten available when our office staff isn't. However, 
please contact our Men's Mi~istries team office at 
anytime at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371-2025. 

Southwestern Region 
Regional Director 
Herschel Wells 
6649 Amersham Drive 
Memphis, TN. 381 I 9 
(901) 785-8033 
hwells 1 @midsouth.rr.com 

State Trainers 
Vacant 

North Central Region 
Regional Director 
Frank Green 
I 92 Lovejoy Road 
Sparta, TN 38583 
(931) 935-5343 

State Trainers 
Bill Hicks 
4220 Watson 
Cookeville, TN 38506 
(931) 528-2105 

Tom Howard 
1535 Greenbriar Lane 
Cookeville, TN 38501 
(93 1) 528-2105 

Southeastern Region 
Regional Director 
Jack Adkisson 
2383 Timber Trace Circle 
Cleveland, TN 3731 I 
(423) 479-4450 
adkissonjc @aol.com 

State Trainers 
Charlie Hysinger 
3265 51st St. NW 
Cleveland, TN 373 J I 
(423) 479-3785 

Phil Roy 
1788 Hwy. 68 
Sweetwater, TN 37874 
(423) 337-5400 

Max Thomas 
2337 David Lane 
Chattanooga, TN 37421 
(423) 894- I 580 
mthomas@tnbaptist.org 

Northeastern Region 
Regional Director 
Vacant 

State Trainers 
Vacant 



Hello Folks. 
Being an outdoors person, 

this story caught my eye be
cause I had a similar situation 
to take place on an outing with 
a youth group several years 
ago. 

Brenda was a young lady 
who wanted to learn rock 
climbing. Although she was 
scared to death, she went on 
with a group of experienced 
climbers. They reached the 
bottom of this tremendous cliff 
of rock that was practically 
perpendicular. 

In spite of her fear, she put 
on the gear 
and took hold 
of the rope 

' and started 
up the face of 
the rock. She 
reached a 
ledge where 
she could take 

THOMAS · a breather. As 
she was hang

ing, whoever was holding the 
rope up at the top of the cliff 
snapped the rope against 
Brenda's eye and knocked out 
her contact lens. · 

Contact lenses are tiny and 
almost impossible to find. 
While Brenda was hanging on 
a rock ledge with hundreds of 
feet below and hundreds of 
feet above her, she looked hop
ing that she would find that 
contact lens. She was far from 
home; and her sight was now 
blurry. 

She prayed that the Lord 
would help her find the lens. 
When she got to the top, a 
friend examined her eye 
where no contact lens was to 
be found. She sat down wait
ing for the rest of the group 
to come up the face of t he 
cliff. 

While she looked out across 
the mountain r ange, she 
thought of a verse that says, 
"The eyes of the Lord run to 
and from throughout the whole 
earth." She thought, "Lord, you 
can see all these mountains. 
You know every single stone 
and leaf on these mountains, 
and you know exactly where 
my contact lens is." · 

Men and Boys on Mission 

When the time came to go 
back down, the group walked 
down the trail to the bottom. 
Upon their arrival, there was a 
new party of rock climbers 
coming up the trail. As one of 
the climbers started up the 
face of the cliff, the climbers 
shouted out, "Hey, anybody 
lose a contact lens?" 

Wouldn't that be startling 
enough, but you know how 
they saw it? An ant was carry
ing that contact lens so that it 
was moving slowly across the 
face of the rock. 

What does that tell you 
about the God of the universe? 
Is he in charge of the tiniest 
things? Do ants matter to 
him? Of course they do. He 
made them. He designed 
them. 

Brenda's father was a car
toonist . When she told him the 
incredible story, he drew a pic
ture of the ant lugging that 
contact lens. 

The cartoon ant said, "Lord, 
I don't know why you want me 
to carry this thing. I can't eat 
it, and it's awfully heavy. But 
if this is what you want me to 
.do, I'll carry it for you."· If God 
is in charge of the ants, don't 
you think he cares about you 
and me? 

As we enter this new mil
lennium, we need to place our
selves in the position of the 
ant. We don't have to know · 
why or how. We just need to 
make ourselves available for 
service to our Lord and let 
him take care of the rest. As 
the song says "Trust and · -
Obey." 
· Share with us the exciting 

things the Lord is doing 
through you and/or your Chal
lenger's group. Send your cor
respondence to: mthomas@tn
bap_tist.org, or ¥ax Thomas, · 
TBC Missions Awareness and 
Involvement Group, P.O. Box 
728, Brentwood, TN, 37024-
0728. We look forward to hear
ihg from you! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Family day set at speedway 
For "Men and· Boys on 
Mission" 

· The second annual 
Tennessee Baptist 
Family Day at B:ds-
. tol Motor Speedway 
in Bristol will be held 
June 3. This is a 
spectacular event 
where the Gospel 
message is shared 
with a large number 
of people, followed by 
dirt races at Bristol 
Motor Speedway 
(BMS). 

Last year over 
4,000 men, women, 
and children attend
ed and several decisions for 
the Lord were made. 

This year's. program. will be
gin at 4 p.m. in the Kulwicki 
Grandstands and will end at . . 
4:50 p.m. The featured speak-
er will be Kevin Shrum, pas
tor , Inglewood Baptist Church, 
Nashville, and other special 
guests. 

There will be a special area 
for the. Tennessee Baptist 
Family Day participants only. 
Three races will lead up to the 
feature race. At 6:30 p.m. 
there will be a Support Divi
sion 15-lap feature race, at 7 
p .m. Hav-A-Tampa Hot Laps 
race, and at 8 p.m. two 20-lap 
Hav-A-Tampa Last Chance 
races. The main race will begin 
at 9:30 p.m. with the Eco-

Quest 'Living Air 100' a 100-
lap feature for Hav-A-Tampa 
late models. 
· Meals can be purchased at 

the BMS concession stands. 
The Tennessee Baptist Dis as- · 

·' ter Relief Feeding unit will not 
be on s~te this year. 

The cost of tickets is $5 per 
adult (18 years and· up) with 
up to five free children's tick
ets per adult ticket. :ro pl,lr
chase tickets send Registration 
Form and fees to TBC Men's 
Ministries Team. Upon rec_eipt 
of the Registration Form, we 
will send a Confirmation Form 
for the number oftickets pur
chased, free parking, and 
camping passes. To receive 
race tickets take the Confirma
tion Form to the (Kul_wicki 

Grandstands Gate) program 
area and pick them up. 

BMS will bring in more 
than 14,000 cubic yards of 
earth to cover the speedway's 
concert r acing surface and as
phalt apron. This will be the 
first time BMS has tried to do 
this and will make for a spec
tacular event in dirt racing. 

This special event is made 
possible by the management 
Bristol Motor Speedway, Bris
tol Raceway Ministries, Hol
ston Baptist Association, and 
the TBC Men's Ministries 
Team. 

In order to get the ""..,,,nmS~• 
tion, parking, and camping 
passes back on time, the uoc:.u-, 

line for ticket requests and 
monies is May 19. • 

·-------------------------------------------------------------Tennessee Family Day at ·Bristol Motor Sp~edway 
Registration Form 

Nam~--------------------------------------------------------------~------~--
StreetAddress ______ ~------------------------------------------------------
City ________________________________ Church _____________________ ~----------

State Zip --------------------------=-------
Association ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

DaytimePhone _________________________ E-mrul ______________________________ ___ 

Enclosed is $. _____ ($5 each adult) for Adults Tickets and 

________ Free Children's Tickets (under the age of 18). 
I al~o need __________ Free Parking and _________ Free Camping Passes 

Registration form and fees MUST reach our office by May 19. 
Tennessee Baptist Men's Ministries Team 

Attention: Carol Davidson 
P.O.Box728 

. Brentwood, TN 37024-0728 

·----------------------------------------------~-------------

Mission Service Corps oHers varied options for missions eHorts 
For "Men and Boys on Mission" 

Do you feel a call to missions? Jesus' 
commission in Matthew 28 was not di
rected to just the apostles and not to 
just those who might be "led" to mis
sions. It was to all who would follow 
him. 

Do you feel that you can't go to the 
mission field? The fields that are ripe 
to harvest are right outside the church 
house door. Consider these 1999 statis
tics from NAMB: 

,.. More than 100,000 Southern Bap
tist volunteers in mission service-in-

• 

eluding 35,000 teenagers led at least 
2,500 people to Christ. 

,.. Approximately 50,000 mission vol
unteers assisted in remodeling and new 
construction of an estimated 500 
churches. 

,.. NAME-trained Pregnancy Care 
Centers saved 1,285 babies and led 
nearly 600 people to froth in Christ. 

,.. More than 8,000 volunteers from 
23 state conventions were involved in 
15 named disaster relief responses 
while serving over 1.5 million meals. 

,.. NAME's 3,000 endorsed chaplains 
serving in the military, health care, pe-

nal institutions, business, and industry 
saw over 23,000 professions of faith. 

This is just a very small listing of 
service opportunities in which South
ern Baptists are privileged to be a part. 

We all have spiritual gifts given to 
us by the Holy Spirit when we are 
saved. Are you using yours? Have you 
found your niche? If not, the Mission 
Service Corps in Tennessee might be 
able to put those gifts to use and help 
you realize the blessings that came 
from serving him. 

Right now we are searching for con
sultants in the eight regions ofTen-

nessee. These positions would include 
speaking to associations and churches 
to promote Mission Service Corps, help 
coordinate and enlist volunteers, and 
respond to requests. Missions work is 
for all Christians. You can be involved. 

For information, or to schedule a 
presentation for your church or asso
ciation, contact the Missions Aware
ness and Involvement Group at the 
Tennessee Convention; or mcstrick
lin@tnbaptist.org; or Mike and Connie 
Stricklin, 495 Henson Rd., Adams
ville, TN 38310; or cstrick@century
tel.net. • 


