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BRENTWOOD - After the 
·st four months of the 1999-
>00 fiscal year, Tennessee 
1ptists have shown a continu
g commitment to fund mis
ons and ministry causes in 
e state and around the world, 
~cording to James Porch, exec
.ive director of the Tennessee 
aptist Convention. 
Tennessee Baptis t gifts 

1rough the Coop·erative Pro
~am in February totaled 
~.822,811. 

For the year-to-date, TBC 
lurches have channeled 
l1,552,826 through the Coop
·ative Program. Gifts are up 
558,047 or 5.08 percent over 
le same time period last year. 

The year-to-date Coopera
ve Program budget stands at 
11,217,923. 

"We are excited and grateful 
, God that Tennessee Baptists 
~e needs that exist not only in 
ur state, but around the world. 

-riley demonstrate a willing
ess to meet those needs when 
ney give theh gifts through 
l.e Cooperative Program," he 
dded . • 

N N E S S E E I s 

Through pregnancy center in Athens 

Churches, association help expectant women 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

ATHENS - When Cindy 
came to the older brick house 
in downtown Athens whi.ch 
houses Full Circle Pregnancy 
Res ources, she was homeless, 
pregnant, and was thinking 
about getting an abortion. 

The workers helped her and 
her other child get into tempo
rary housing, then permanent 
housing, and encouraged her 
to have the baby, which Cindy 
did. She regularly attends sup
port groups ~t the Full Circle 
center so the workers have 
provided many of the items she 
needed for her child. 

Cindy, an Mrican American 
woman, has gained from these 
experiences some understand
ing of God's love for her for the 
first time, said Freda Crews, 
director of ~ull Circle and a 
member of First Baptist 
Church, Athens. And Cindy is 
in training for a professional 
job. 
· But she stopped by the cen
ter recently just to cry, report-

ed Crews. Cindy ex
plained she didn't think 
it was good to cry in 
front of her children . 
and niece who helps 
her. Crews and Zort
man, assistant to the di
rector of Full Circle and 
member of Westwood 
Baptist Church, Cleve
land, explained many of 
the clients of Full Circle 
a r e enduring difficult 
times. 

Zortman recalled 
another client, Susan. 
She asked First Bap
tist Church h ere for 
help when the ministry 
was just beginning. Su

VISITING AT Full Circle Pregnancy Resources center in Athens are, from 
left, Carlos Peterson, pastor, First Baptist Church, Athens; Jane Zortman, 
assistant to the director, Full Circle; and Freda Crews, director. 

san, who had been sleeping in 
her car, asked for $10 for gas. 
When Carlos Peterson, pas
tor, learned Susan was preg
nant, he called Zortman for 
help. 

Although Susan only stayed 
in Athens · for a couple of 
weeks, she recommitted her 
life to God du~ng a service of 
First Church. Peterson said he 
didn't recognize her when she 

arrived at the front of the 
sanctuary. She had a different 
appearance after getting 
cleaned up and putting on new 
clothes and she had a trans- . 
formed attitude, explained Pe
terson. 

Part of t h e reason for the 
changes was that Zortman, 
along with Full Circle worker 
Meta Carriker of First 
Church, helped Susan. They 

helped her find a t emporary 
home, wash her clothes, deal 
with a traffic ticket, correct 
her ·vision to prevent another. 
traffic offense, and find a 
home at the residence · for un
wed mothers of Tennessee 
Baptist Children's Homes in 
East Tennessee. 

Susan left the home to trav
el to California, but she regu
- See Churches, page 3 

From Memphis to Trenton 

Mississippi River Ministry headquarters relocated 
For Baptist and Reflector 

TRENTON - The Ten
nessee headquarters for Missis
sippi River Ministry (MRM) 
has relocated from Memphis to 
the Gibson County Baptist As
sociation based here. 

MRM is a cooperative effort 
of seven Baptist state conven
tions (Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Tennessee , Mis
souri, Kentucky, and Illinois) 
to reach out and meet the 
physical needs of the impover
ished in the Mississippi River 
Delta area. 

For the past five years the 
MRM office has been located at 
Brinkley Heights Baptist 
Church in Memphis. Tim Cox, 
pastor of the church, also 
served as MRM coordinator for 
Tennessee. 

Cox stepped down in Janu
ary as coordinator. "Tim Cox 
was instrumental in bringing 
attention to Mississippi River 

ALLEN · COX 

Ministry, both nationally and 
statewide," said Beverly Smoth
ers, church/community min
istries specialist for the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention who 
works closely with MRM in the 
state. 

"He will be missed in his 
leadership role for MRM," 
Smothers added. 

Cox plans to devote more 
time to his pastorate at Brink
ley Heights and ministry in in
ner city Memphis. y 

Moving the headquarters to 
Gibson County Baptist Associa
tion makes it more centrally lo
cated among the 21 counties in 

KEMPER SMOTHERS 

West Tennessee, Smothers said. 
Mike Kemper, director of 

missions for Gibson County 
Baptist Association, said the 
association's members are de
lighted that MRM headquar
ters will be housed in the asso
ciation's office. 

"Gibson County is located 
very close to the middle of what 
we identify as West Tennessee 
and since West Tennessee is 
the target area for MRM, this 
really makes good sense," Kem-
per said. · 

He noted having the office 
based in his association will 
"give us a direct connection to 

the ministry and outreach" of 
MRM. 

"We are looking to a long 
and healthy relationship with 
MRM," Kemper said, "and our 
desire is not only for us , but 
that ·this strategic location will 
facilitat e expansion and a 
greater awareness of MRM 
among West Tennessee church-
es." 

Leslie Allen, USC/2 mis
sionary, who has been serving 
as assistant coordinator for 
MRM in Tennessee since last 
year, will continue in the same 
role and also has moved to 
Trenton. 

Allen, a native of Birming
ham, Ala. , assists in matching 
volunteers with needs and in 
promoting MRM among 
churches. 

Allen can be contacted at 
Mississippi River Ministry of 
Tennessee, P.O. Box 470, Tren
ton, TN 38382 or by calling 
(901) 855-2470 .• 
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SBC CP gihs show 
increase last month-
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - February re
ceipts and budget year-to-date . 
gifts to the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Cooperative Pro
gram were up compared to the 
same periods a year ago, accord
ing to Morris H. Chapman, SBC 
Executive Committee president. 

For February 2000, the SBC 
CP gifts totaled $14,134,992 
compared to February 1999 of 
$13,967,070, an increase of 
$167,922 or 1.2 percent. 

For the .SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget for 
1999-2000, the year-to-date re
ceipts total $73,179,448 for the 
first .five months of the SBC 
budget · year, Oct. 1 through 
Sept. 30. That total compares to 
$70,200,855 for the same period 
a year ago , a $2 ,978,593 in
crease or 4.24 percent. 

In designated gifts for Febru
ary, $45,957,182 was received 
compared to February 1999 of 
$43 ,951,225 , an increa se of 
$2,005,957 or 4.56 percent. For 
the five months of the fiscal 
year, d esignated gifts total 
$80,032,998 compared to the 
same period a year ago of 
$73,024,773, an increase of 
$7,008,225 or 9.6 percent. 

The required monthly budget 
figure~ of the SBC Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget -
$13,298,645 - was surpassed by 
$836,347 or 6.29 percent. Fo~ the 
five months of the fiscal year, 
the required amount 
$66,493,226 - was surpassed by 
$6,686,222 or 10.06 percent. • 

ERLC's Land labels 
attacks 'despicable' 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - Republi
can Party presidential candi
date John McCain's criticisms 
of Pat Robertson and Jerry Fal
well as "agents of intolera.nce" 
and as an "evil influence" are 
part of an attempt "to divide 
people by religion [that] is de
spicable and un-American," said 
Southern Baptist ethics agency 
head Richard Land March 1. 

McCain, a United States sen
ator from Arizona who is bat
tling Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush for the GOP nomination, 

• 
described Robertson and Fal-
well in a speech in Virginia 
Beach, Va., as "on the outer 
reaches of American politics 
and the agents of intolerance," 
comparing them to Nation of Is
lam leader Louis Farrakhan 

and liberal New York activist AI 
Sharpton. 

A day later, McCain told re
porters in Ca}ifornia the two 
coh.Servative Christians have an 
"evil influence" over his party 
and likened them to "the forces 
of eVil," according to a March 1 
report in The New York Times. 

Land, president of the Ethics 
& Religious Liberty CQmmis
sion, responded March 1, "I 
don't agree with Pat Robertson 
and Jerry Falwell about many 
things, but to cpmpare them to 
Louis Farrakhan and AI Sharp
ton, who are racists and hate
mongers, and then to follow it 
up by calling these two minis
ters an evil influence is dis
graceful behavior by someone 
who claims th~ title of being a 
uniter and not a divider." • 

· Baptists minister in 
wake of'latest 
school shooting 
Bapti_st Press 

MOUNT MORRIS TOWN
SHIP, Mich. - Pastors from 
two Southern Baptist churches 
are among those reaching out to 
comfort and counsel children af
fected by the fatal shooting of a 
6-year-old girl by a classmate 
Feb. 29. 

Kayla Rolland, 6, was alleged
ly shot and killed by a six-year
old boy inside Buell Elementary 
School in the Flint, Mich., area, 
~ccording to the Associated 

. Press. The two students may 
have been involved in a scuflle or 
quarrel on the playground in 
which one child slapped another, 
the AP also reported. 

Denzil Green, pastor of 
Galilean Baptist Church and 
chaplain of the. Flint Police De
partment, was one of the first 
pastors called to the scene of 
the shooting. 

Green said fami'ly and mem
bers of Rolland's church, Cal
vary Assembly of God, had 
gathered at the hospital in the 
moments after th.e shooting. 
"We offered our complete ser
vices to the family and Kayla's 
~hurch," Green said. 

Gr~en also is the vice presi
dent of the local criti'eal stress 

' 
. management team and he said 
the te,ai.n will be available to 
help families of students at the 
elementary school where the 
shooting occurred. 

Randy Wheeler, pastor of 
West Side Baptist Church in 
Flushing, said a number of the 
children at Buell Elementary 
are participants in the church's 
A W ANA program~ "During our 
Wednesday night services, we 
plan on talking to the children 
and trying to dispel any fears 
they may have," Wheeler said 
March ·1. In .addition, Wheeler 
said several child psychologists 
and social' workers are mem
bers of West Side Baptist and 
will be available on an as-need
ed basis. • 

Ex-pastor's son 
admits to arson at 
Tennessee church 
Baptist Press 

HIXSON - A man who was 
angry with his father burned 
down the church where his fa
ther was pastor in 1998, accord
ing to arson investigators. 

Steve Nichols, 37, of 
Maryville, was indicted Feb. 22 
with one count of arson. Investi
gators said Nichols set the fire 
that des~royed Hixson Baptist 
Church, where his father, Bill 
Nichols, was pastor. The elder 
Nichols r~signed from the 
church shortly after the fire. 

Lt . Robert Lackey, with 
Chattanooga's Fir~ Investiga
tion Division, said the younger 
Nichols confessed to being an
gry with his father in commit
ting the crime. 

The church not only has a 
new pastor, but a new name. 
Steve Cape, pastor of what is 
now called Hills'ide Baptist 
Church, said the news of 
Nichols' arrest is devastating. 

"I came here one month after 
the fire," Cape told the Chat
tanooga newspaper. 

"Only a handful of people 
currently in the church were 
here at the time of the fire. 
Those people are very shocked, 
s addened , and upset, if the 
charges are true." • 

.Group files articles 
of incorpOr-ation 
Baptist Press 

AUSTIN, Texas- The foun
dation has been laid for a new 
convention of Baptists - to be 
based in Texas - · to encompass 
churches in North, Central, and 
South America, according to ar
ticles of incorporation filed in 
the Texas Secretary of State's 
office by a group of individuals 
who have been critical of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Articles of incorporation for 
"The Baptist Convention· of the 
Americas" were filed Oct. 16, 
1998, by .Herbert H. Reynolds, 
identified ia state documents as 
the new convention's registered 
agent. No media reports ap
peared about the filing ·at the 
time; Baptist Press received a 
copy Feb. 29 of this year from the 
Texas Secretary of State's office. 

Reynolds is the form~r presi
dent of Baylor University who 
orchestrated the secession of 
Baylor from the Baptist Gener
al Convention of Texas. He has 
also been critical of the leader
ship of the SBC. Reynolds, a 
layman, is also listed as a mem
ber of the new convention's 
board of directors. 

Conser-vative Texas Baptists 
have, in the past, expressed 
concern that moderates were 
planniag to create ~ new na
tional Baptist conventio~. A 

proposed amendment to the 
BGCT's constitution to allow 
out-of-state churches to join the 
BGCT, requiring a two-thirds 
majority to pass, will be voted 
on during the November BGCT 
annual meeting. 

Also listed as members of the 
Baptist Convention of the 
Americas board of directors are 
John F. Baugh of Houston; W. 
Winfred Moore of Waco; and 
Paul W .. Powell of Tyler. 

Baugh told Baptist Press 
March 1 the Baptist Convention 
of the Americas isn't a· conven
tion. "It was suggested as a pos
sible alternative to that which 
we are involved in now," he said. 

Powell, retired president of 
the SBC Annuity Board, said 
the articles of incorporation 
were filed to "simply preserve a 
name. That's all it was," Powell 
told Baptist Press. "Nothing has 
ever gone beyond that initial 
step. No plans, no schemes, just 
that the name has bee~ pre-
served." · 

However, the articles of in
corporation go far beyond just 
preserving the name. ·Article 
Four states: "The enduring pur
poses for which the Convention 
is created are purely eleemosy
nary [charitable], including, but 
not limited to religious, mis
sionary, educational, and benef
icent work." 

While both Baugh and Powell 
stressed that rio further action 
has been taken on the new con
vention, Baugh said · "something 
will happen eventually." • 

Baptists to assist 
.with Crossover 
Baptist Press 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. 
Southern Baptists are being 
asked to help their counterparts 
in Orlando,. Fla., this June with 
"Through Every Door" - an un
precedented effort to reach 

. every home in the metropolitan 
Orl~ndo area with the good 
news of Jesus Christ. 

The door-to-door campaign of 
presenting the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ will be just one of the op
portunities for'volunteers willing 
to share their faith during the 
Juhe 8-15 Crossover Orlando, 
:held before and during the Ju:ne 
13-14. Southern Baptist Conven
tion annual meeting in ·orlamdo. 
Crossover is held each year as a 
way of helping Southern Bap
tists make a lasting impact on 
their convention host city. 

While many have committed 
to taking part in Cross..Pver Or
lando, organizers say there is 
still a great need for more vol
unteers - particularly for the 
"Through Every Door" effort. 

Individuals and churches in· 
terested 1n being part of 
Crossover should contact the 
Greater Orlando Baptist Associ· 
ation, (470) -293-0450. To sim· 
plify processing and assign· 
ments, registration is reqaested 
by May 1. • 



,00-plus Union women gather each week for study 
, Sara Horn 
•r Baptist and Reflector 

JACKSON - It all began 
th a question - "How can I 
ow in God as a woman?" 
This question, posed to Union 

'liversity junior Kristin Wicker 
a freshman student, was the 

talyst that set the wheels in 
to develop what has be

me the largest college women's 
inistry in Union's history. 
"Each of us struggle with 

towing who we are, especially 
>men," said Wicker, a Christian 
udies major, "and there's a deep 
arning in the heart to know 
o we are, because to know who 
are is to know who we belong 

. The young women that are 
ming want to know God." 
More than 200 young women 

·e currently attending the 
~ekly "Klemata" Bible studies, 
lth more attending each week, 
Union. 
" 'Klemata' is a Greek word 

r branches," Wicker said. "It's 
ken from John 15:5." 
After Wicker was approached 

with the question of growing in 
God, she and her roommates be
gan a woman's Bible study in 
their dorm room. 

"That's really where the idea 
came for Klemata," Wicker said. 
"Just this small group of girls 
searching for God's will for our 
campus." 

Klemata is not only a Bible 
study, but also a time of encour
agement, praise, and prayer. M
ter a brief time of Bible study 
and teaching, the group is divid
ed into small groups for prayer, 
encouragement, accountability 
and "a shoulder to lean on." 

"It's exciting to see how God 
is using Klemata to challenge 
me ~d help me grow in my rela
tionship with him," said Union 
student Lisa Bradfield from · 
First Baptist Church, McKenzie. 

''The small groups allow sisters 
in Christ to worship together as 
we desire. to grow cl~ser to him," 
Bradfield said. 

The small groups are led by 
faculty and staff women or tbe 
wives of faculty and staff at 
Union who are .called "Titus 2" 

' 

women, derived from Titus 2 
that teaches that the elder 
women are to "train the younger 
women." 

' One of the Titus 2 women is 
Lanese Dockery, the wifu of 
Union's president, David S. 
Dockery. 

"The girls who attend Klema
ta all have life experiences that 
they bring with them, not only 
from the Scriptures themselves 
but from their own homes and 
families," Dockery · said. "I've 
been real impressed with how 
they are accountable to each oth- _ 
er and hold each other to the 
Scriptures." 

One of the reasons this Bible 
study is so important to these 
college-age young women, Dock
ery said, is that this is the time 
that permanent decisions are be-
ing made. · 

"They're making life decisions 
about so many things like who 
they're going to marry, and what 
profession they're going to pur-
sue," she said. . 

''When they have God's Word 
as their basis for making those 

choices and decisions, that's go
ing to affect their choices. They'll 
be better selectors because of 
that." 

Dana James, whose husband 
is pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Bolivar, is leading the 
study that is centered on the 
book, Woman of Influence by 
Janet Wicker. The book discuss
es and uses examples of women 
in the Bible and the leadership 
roles they held. 

Said Dockery, "The goal from 
this study is to learn about being 
godly women today by learning 
from the holy women of the past. 

"I thipk in the long run many 
of these young women will mar
ry and some will be homemakers 
and they will be more satisfied 
in their roles because they know 
God has called them to do that," 
said Dockery, who has enjoyed 
her experience so far as a Titus 
2woman. 

Open to college-aged women 
' all over the Jackson area, 

Klemata meets on Tuesday 
evenings at 7 p.m. in the Coburn 
Dining Hall at Union. • 

=hurches, association help expectant women ••• 
· Continued from page 1 

ly calls Zortman and others 
• 

e met at Full Circle, Zortman 
1ported. 

The experience was the first 
me First Church could do 
ore for someone in Susan's sit
ttion than give them money, 
i d Peterson. 

Full Circle center ""
Full Circle Pregnancy Re

•,urces was begun about two 
ago by First Church. Soon 

. ...,~·~u ... -Meigs Baptist Associa
:m, based here, became a spon
lr along with the Tennessee 
aptist Convention through its 
olden State Missions Offering 
;1d churches and individuals 
om the community. The North 
merican Mission Board, AI-, 
haretta, Ga.; Focus on the 
auu.~.), Colorado Springs, Colo.; 
n.d Heartbeat International, 
olumbus, Ohio; are used as re
lurces. 

The Full Circle center is in a 
•rmer parsonage of the church lo
tted across the street from First 
burch. It is open three days a 

and relies on about 20 vol
nteers from 11 area churches, 
tost of which are Baptist. 

About 12 women a month 
isit the center for the first 
me. Workers offer them confi
ential and free services, said 
rews, who is the ministry's 
nly paid staff member. 

Those services include free 
regnancy tests, information on 
regnancy and prenatal devel
pment, peer counseling, place
lent in temporary and long
enn housing during pregnancy, 
.nd referral services for adop
ion and education/vocation op
•ortunities. 

The center also offers mater-

nity and infant 
clothing, for
mula and baby 
food, counsel
ing, Bible stud
ies, and sup
port groups for 
women follow-. 
1ng 
for 
and 

abortion, 
mothers, 

on fi-
nances. 

ATHENS - Oarios Peterson, p~~t-i 
First Baptist Ghmzch here, said lie :1· 1 ev.~ 

er though ~member of his 
would , of Full .t:·-: :r:re·1vP.. 

The goal of 
all of th~ activi
ties is to share 
the Gospel , 
workers em
phasized. For 
example, dur
ing counseling 
with clients, 

cle cente:r through," he . 
Since has married the · Emily was wrong· and she knows she 

ther of her child and is expecting a . was wrong, but God has forgiven he~, 
ond child. Her husband, Jesse, ha·s ~ he said. And although it was a difficult 
made great strides in overcoming a dif- time, explained Peterson, God led Emily 
ficult childhood, The couple is and Jesse and he, extended family 

~ •. ~;mli) is still through it. • 

counselors ask if they can share 
their faith with them. As far as 
Crews and Zortman know, no 
client has refused to listen to 
such a witness. 

One result of the emphasis is 
that two women became ·Chris
tians last year through the min
istry. 

Views of workers 
Freda Crews said she does a 

lot of praying and she often 
feels emotionally and physically 
drained, but the results "are 
better than chocolate." 

Zortman agreed, recalling a 
meeting with a woman and her 
husband who came in because 
they feared she was pregnant. 
The woman was undergoing 
treatment for breast cancer 
which would negatively affect 
the baby so the couple felt she 
should seek an abortion. 

Zortman said while waiting 
on the pregnancy test she told 
the. couple she didn't believe in 
abortion, But as she went to 

check on the test she felt she 
"was ~ore on pins and needles," 
she said, than they were. When 
they learned of the negative re
sult, "they all cried" with joy, 
said Zortman. 

Crews does the work despite 
many other responsibilities. She 
and her husband have three 
children, ages 17, 19, and 21, 
and they operate several busi
nesses. She has interrupted an 
educational prog:ram to direct 
Full Circle. Zortman and her 
husband also have three chil
dren, ages 18, 15, and 4, and 
she operates a dressmaking and 
alterations business. 

God provides 
God has provided everything 

the ministry has needed in 
amazing ways, reported Crews 
and Zortman. Workers have 
been willing to be trained and 
serve. Often they arrive to serve 
just when they are fteeded. 

And items have been given 
miraculously. For example, an 

IBM employee in New York 
gave a new computer designat
ed for a charity although the 
company resisted giving the ma
chine to the ministry. 

Physicians in the community 
place materials from Full Circle 
in their offices. School coun
selors share materials and refer 
women to the center. And many 
others help such as profession
als in social and legal services. 

Need for the ministry 
"The sin of abortion is hush 

hush," said Zortman, but one in 
four women in the United 
States has had one by the age of 
45 and one in .five U.S. Baptist 
women has had one. 

However, no sin is worse 
than any other sin, Zortman 
and Crews agreed. 

"We try very much to speak 
the truth in love," s~id Zortman. 
"The truth is what sets you free 
and the love is what gets them 
(clients) to listen to us," ex
plained Crews. B&R 

Lottery votes set 
for next week 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Two bills 
which would clear the way for a 
state lottery are scheduled to be 
on the March 13 floor calendar. 

The two bills are HJR 0002 
which deals with constitutional 
amendments and SJR 0346 
which also would change the 
constitution to permit a state
run lottery. 

Tennessee Baptists opposed 
to having a lottery in Tennessee 
should call their state senators 
this week and urge them to vote 
against those bills, said Gary An
derson, TBC public affairs con
sultant. Removing the lottery 
prohibition from the constitution 
could pave the way for other 
forms of gambling, he added. • 

Corrections 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - As a point 
of clarification, the upcoming 
"Missions Educators for the 21st 
Century" conference scheduled 
for March 17-18 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Lebanon, is 
sponsored by the TBC Missions 
Awareness and Involvement 
group. It offers conferences for 
both men and women and those 
interested in partnership mis
sions. The cost of the conference 
is $15 and includes conference 
materials and lunch on Satur
day. Tennessee Woman's Mis
sionary Union is taking reserva
tions for the meeting. To regis
ter, call (615) 371-2038. 

Also, please note the follow
ing corrections to "Men's Min
istries Team names trainers" in 
"Men and Boys on Mission" pull
out in the Feb. 16, issue of the 
Baptist and Reflector. These cor
rections are a result of an up
dated file not available to the 
B&R at press time that week. 

Aubrey Wilson's phone num
ber which ran as 901-784-2873 
should be 901-784-2973. 

Kevin Hale's address which 
ran as 323 Hillside Court should 
be 334 Byrd Avenue, Murfrees
boro, TN 37129. 

Joe Vinson's address which 
ran as 325 Hogan Drive should 
read 925. 

Herschel Wells' phone num
ber which ran as 901-785-8033 
should read 901-758-8033. 

Tom Howard's phone number 
which ran as 931-528-2105 
should read 931-528-8386. 

Also, in the " 'Shield of Faith' 
protects county's youth" story in 
the Feb. 23 issue, the web site is 
www.shield-of-faith.com. • 



·christians must choose what really maHers 
By Lonnie Wilkey, editor ' According to The Tennessean article, prayer. At the same time, it's easy to focus 

on the trivial matters. 
Whenever I get to the point that I think 

nothing will surprise me, all I have to do is 
pick up the daily newspaper. 

Rochelle told the state senate that the Ten
nessee flag, with its three white stars in
side a blue circle, is flown upside down 
about half the time. 

Our world today is in trouble. The inci
dent in Michigan where the 6-year-old shot 
his classmate is a heartwrenching story 
and it needs to be a wake-up call to Ameri.., 
ca once again. Not only was an innocent 
child killed, but from all accounts, the little 
boy who pulled the trigger is a victim as 
well. 

And, after living in Tennessee nearly all 
of my ·adult life, I especially should not be 
surprised by anything our state legislators 
do. 

Now, I want the flag to be flown correct-

Yet, last week I was. 
In the same week we had a 6-year-old 

kid killing a classmate, gas prices skyrock
eting, and budget and TennCare crises in 
the state, our legis lators were worried 
about whether the Tennessee state flag is 
flown right side up. 

. ly as much as anyone, but is it ~eally neces
sary that our state lawmakers take valu
able time to debate the pros and cons of 
putting a label on a flag? There seems to be 
more pressing matters of concern at this 
time. · 

Perhaps this little episode is a reminder 
of how all of us sometimes are guilty of ig
noring the big problems and focusing on 
the minute. We see it in business, in our 
homes, and even in our churches. 

· Incidents like what happened in Michi
gan occur because Americans ar~ more con
cerned about materialism and being "politi
cally correct" than we are about what is 
ultimately important -the spiritual condi
tion of our country. 

Granted that was not the only thing 
they did, but they spent enough t ime on it 
that it was the page one headline story in 
the March 3 issue of The Tennessean. 

How many marriages have split up over 
Christians have to take a stand and re

mind people over and over that the only 
hope for our nation today is Jesus Christ. 
In today's world that will not be the popu
lar thing to do, but we have to do it. 

''nitpicky'' issues? ~ 

Basically, Sen. Bob Rochelle of Lebanon 
introduced a bill t hat proposes manufac
turers label the flags so there will be no 
confusing which side should be flown up. 

How many church business meetings 
have been spent wrangling over what color 
of carpet to buy? 

It is hard to deal with big problems that 
require thought, effort, and much, much 

As Christians, let's quit focusing on the 
trivial and deal with what really matters -
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. B&R 

. . 

Remember the biblical model of servant leadership 

A respected pastor in our 
state offered me a rather sur
prising confession. "People 
across our state think I'm on 
the cutting edge as a contempo
rary pastor, but I often feel I'm 
ministering on the fringes." Ad
ditional conversation revealed 
that he was hanging on by his 
finger tips quite a distance from 
his core values and sense of 
original calling. 

I think he bravely sounded a 

wake-up call that can liberate 
other staff members. 

Two ministry models 
emerged over the past two 
decades from our corruption of 
Paul's statement, "be all things. 
to men." I speak ofwhat I label 
cafeteria and circus churches. 

I enjoy dining in a cafeteria. 
The restaurant offers a wide se
lection of attractive food and re
quires immediate choice. Most 
local churches in Tennessee 
however offer only the basics. 
And, that is OK. Most of our 
churches remind me of th e 
school lunch room that offered 
me one menu of nourishing and 
wholesome bas'ic 'Southern fare 
each day of my education 
grades 1-12. 

That primary menu with no 
frills was compatible to the ba-

Celebrate your marriage 

So the famous "Love Month'' 
has once again come and gone. 
It provided a good opportunity 
to celebrate the blessing of mar
riage. And how did you observe 
it this year? Candy? Flowers? A 
Valentine or two? 

May I offer a creative re
sponse to ceiebrate your mar
riage year-round? 

It involves a simple date. No, 
dating was not a stage of life 
that you graduated from when 
you got married. Your marriage 
is a relationship that needs to 
be fed from time to time with 
some undivided attention from 
the two of you. Keep dati~g 
alive or resurrect it in your 
marriage. H er e's the game 
plan: 

Get your calendars togth-

er. Set a date just for the two of 
you . The anticipation, regard
less of how simple the date is, 
can m ake the evening much 
more special when it finally ar
nves. 

Decide what to do. I'm 
talking an evening where you 
both ·can share some things 
with each other (so a movie is 
out this time) .. Dinner? Possi
bly, but my personal favorite is 
getting ,a dessert, t aking 'it 
home, sitting on the living room 
floor, and sharing the evening 
with my wife. 

Talk to each other. Now, 
we might have just come to the 
hard part for you . Ta lk about 
what? Keep it simple. Answer 
these two questions. (1) What 
originally attracted you to your 
spouse? (2) N arne one thing 
that you like about your spouse 
today. (Be generous with your 
affirmations at this point.) · 

For some, answering these 
questions in the presence of 
your mate will be a gigantic 
step. For others who are more 
verbal, you may want to move 
on to other areas such as shar-

sic fundamentals of my r eading, 
writing, and figuring education. 
Recently, I heard from a num
ber of school friends. By the 
way, they are doing quite well. 
The basics have served us well 
in life. 

I applaud ch~rches with a 
wide range of offering of min
istry but please remember the 
basics ofthe Gospel. 

Our second model, the circus, 
may have peaked in popularity. 
The problem with a circus 
church centers in the essential 
requirement to keep from doing 
the previous ac~s to hold the 
spectatorS: 

If I go to the circus and the 
acts remain the same, I will soon 
grow weary and seek other en
tertainmE:mt. Mter all, I've only 
invested the price of a ticket. 

Church ministry today faces 
the temptation and vulnerabili
ty to put on a bigger and better 
s how. Yes, we have often al
lowed ourselves to ·be seduced 
by secular marketing and man
agement techniques. Subse
quently, the New Testament 
teachings of servant leadership 
and sacrifi.cial ministry have 
been r eplaced. 

Now an encouraging word for 
my confessing friend. I believe 
in you and your ministry. You 
h ave taken an essential first 
step in honestly honoring your 
feelings. Our Heavenly Father 
applauds your integrity. Such 
candor just may free some of 
your fellow pastors and staff 
ministers who struggle out on 
the fringes also. Friend, pastor, 
you are not alone! • 

take your wife on a d~te 
ing your dreams for _2000 or set
ting goals together. Note: If you 
are the "talker " in the mar
riage, don't drown your spouse 
by talking all the time. Work at 
listening to your partner and 
you will·learn something. 

Thank the Lord together. 
If you -have never prayed with 
your spouse before, try it. And, 
don't feel alone. Many couples 
have never prayed together and 
have missed the joy of experi
encillg God -in this way. All I 
can say is that when my wife 
and I consistently pray together 
it changes our relationship for 
the better. There is an intimacy 
and an honesty that cannot oth
erwise be reached. If you have 
never prayed with your spouse, 
pray along these lines: t'Lord, 
thank you for our marriage. 
Thank you for (spouse's name). 
Help our marriage to grow and 
to bring glory to you in . 2000. 
Amen." 

Remember to keep your date 
I 

simple, even short, if necessary, 
and have fun with it. 

Recently, I spent some time 
in the home of a couple who had 

been married for 66 years. I've 
heard Paul Harvey speak of 
such couples but to visit with a 
((real one" wa~ inspiring. I 
asked them how they had 
stayed married all these years. 
Both of their responses were 
filled with things of the Lord. 
They pray together several 
times a day, they read God's 
Word together, and they go to 
church together as often as they 
can. 

Theirs also is a marriage 
that has been' fed with lots of 
dating, sharing with each other, 
and celebration of what God 
h~d joined together. Nothing 
will tear that marriage apart, 
not because it's so old, but be
cause it's based on J esu s 

. Christ. 
I want a marriage like that. I 

can have it, too. You can as 
well. In Christ, all things are 
possible. Let's feed our mar
riages with Godly things - cel
ebrating, sharing, and ta~king 

. together with the Joiner of our 
union. • - Wilson is minister of 
marriage and family enriqhment 
at First Baptist Church, Smyrna. 

Start with a smile 
Five-year-old Becky to cen 

s us taker: ((Daddy's not here 
He's gone to perform an appen 
dectomy." Census taker: "Tha 
sure is a big word for such a lit 
t ie girl. Do you know what i· 
means?" Becky: ((Sure, it meam 
$1,500 and that doesn't ever 
include the anesthesiologist!" 

Take this truth 
You can't kid the kids·. If yot 

think your child doesn't kno" 
the difference between righj 
and wrong, try being wrong 
You'll hear about it! 

Memorize this Scripture 
((Fr om th e lips of children 

and infants, you have ordained 
praise." - Psalm 8:2, NIV 

Pray this prayer 
"Lord, help me to realize the 

child is the father of man ." • 

Partnership 
~~ayer Requests 
March 
8 - Pray.for the 1MB mis

sionaries that live in the state 
of Rio in Brazil as they work 
on strategy. Ask God to bless 
the people they may reach. 

9 - Pray for a team of eight 
volunteers from Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Memphis, 
who will prayer walk March 
10-18 in Lisbon , Portugal. 

10- Pray for Brenda Hallock, 
1MB missionary in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, who is serv
ing as the new Tenenssee 
volunteer coordinator. Ask 
God to give her true wisdom 
in heiping churches receive 
Tennessee teams. 

11- Pray for the Baptist 
State Convention. of Michi
gan's regional youth evange
lism conferences to be held 
in March. 

12 - Pray for Scott and San
dra George, 1MB missionar
ies to Portugal who are on 
the youth team in Lisbon. 

13 - Pray for churches in 
Michigan that are without 
pastors. 

14- Pray for 41-member BSU 
S.P.O.T.S. team from Belmont 
University that is working 
this week in Rio de Janemo 
doing creative ministry and 
BYBCs. 

15 - Pray for Capilano Associa
tion in Canada which metre- . 
cently to determine its future. 



From yo11r 
mlsslon11ry 

By now most New Year res
olutions or intentions have 
long been broken or adjusted. 
Good resolutions or intentions 
have a way of getting put on 
the back burn
er with the 
busiest of ev
eryday life. 

However , 
there is still 
time for you to 
fulfill a pro-
mise to make SHARP 
this year -
the year of your first missions 
trip. Why not call us and allow 
us to assist you in fulfilling a 
life long wish? We have sever
al projects that need you. 
That's right, you don't have to 
get a team of five or 10 in or
der to go. Several teams are 
forming that could use you so 
what are you waiting for? Give 
us a call and let us tell you 
about one of them. This year 
c~ be the year! 

In Christ, 

~~ 
~cheduling 

• • • m1ss1onar1es 
For "The Macedon ian Call" 

Tennessee speaker coordina
tors Howard an.d· Joyce Clark, 
retired IMB missionaries to 
Spain, will schedule mission
ary speakers in churches. 

To secure a missionary 
speaker, contact Terry Sharp, 
1-800-558-2090, (615) 371-7935, 
or tsha.rp@tnbaptist.org. • 

Training set for 
• • • • mzsszons mznzsters 

For "The Macedonian Call" 

The first Ministers of Mis
sions Conference will be held 
March 29-31 at First Baptist 
Church of Nashville, sponsored 
by the TBC PartnershipN olun
teer Missions Team. 

The conference will intro
duce Ministers of Missions to 
the new International Missions 
Training Institute, meeting 
with IMB pers·onnel, and other 
coordinated events. 

For information -on the con
ference, contact Terry Sharp, 
1-800-558-2090, (615) 371-
7935, tsharp@tnbaptist.org. • 
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With states, countries 

TBC leader recalls partnerships' beginning 
By James Porch 
For ''The Macedon ian Call" 

Tennessee Baptists became acquaint
ed with the Partnership opportunity as 
early as 1979 when a special Convention 
Committee was · appointed to study our 
response to world hunger. Earl Davis, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Mem
phis, chaired this committee. 

tist leadership began discussion with. 
the Baptist leadership in Michigan. Out 
of these discussions came an agreement 
between Tom Madden, TBC executive 
director-treasurer, and Robert Wilson, 
executive director of the B~ptist State 
Convention of Michigan, that a partner
ship would be formed whereby Ten
nessee Baptists and Michigan Baptists 
could work together in evangelistic and 
construction work in Michigan. 

associations in their vicinity. Our Clus
ter Coordinator encouraged us to linkup 
with Northland Baptist Association , 
which included churches in the upper 

- -
We recognized that the two states 

half of the Lower Penin
sula of Michigan encom
passing about 21 coun
ties. 

The work in Northland 
Association was very new 
since t h ere were a few 
struggling churches. We 

The Committee report recommended 
that the Convention assist with World 
Hunger and specifically recommended 
th·af we help Upper Volta in Africa, 
which is known today as Burkina Faso. 
This invita.tion came from the Foreign 
Mission Board. 

had great points of compatibility since a 
number of people in Michigan had roots 
and family in Tennessee. As the part
nership over the past 20 years has de
veloped, we have found increasing evi
dence of the roots between Tennessee 
and Michigan. 

PORCH felt this was certainly an 
appropriate area for us to 

serve for~ long period of time. We as a 
church wanted to develop more than 
just a contact with a church. We wanted 
to have an ongoing relationship with an 
association and/or churches. 

Upper Volta was in a drought. In ad
dition to carrying the Gospel, we went to 
dig water wells to help the people in a 
time _of great drought and famine. The 
call went out across the state, and crews 
were formed. Over the next few years, 
Tennessee Baptists dug a. number of 
wells, and conducted other mission proj
ects in the country of Upper Volta. 

Tennessee was the first state to enter 
into a foreign country partnership, spon
sored or endorsed by the Foreign Mis
sion Board. I have always thought that 
the volunteer state was the appropriate 
state to begin volunteer missions. 

When we began the partnership min
istry, I was serving as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Tullahoma. I came 
home from the 1979 Convel)tion and be
gan to share my concerns about our pos
sible involvement. A little later, when 
the Michigan partnership was developed, 
our church recognized we could very eas
ily become jnvolved in .this ministry. 

At that time, organizationally Ten
nessee had what were known as Cluster 
coordinators. Directors of missions were 
responsible for coordinating work in the 
Mich~gan partnership with a number of 

We launched our work in the summer 
of 1980 by partnering with Northland 
Association and working with Pelleston 
Baptist Church which is in extreme 
northern Michigan. We sent a small 
youth group and a few adults who 
worked to convert a motel-type struc
ture into a worship facility. From 1980 
through 1992, I had the privilege to lead 
groups every year into Michigan from 
First Church, Tullahoma. 

About the same time, Tennessee Bap-

Michigan Baptist leadership have re
peatedly said that there hasn't been a 
- See TBC, page 6 

In Tennessee 

Celebrating 20 years ol partnership missions 
By Marcia Knox 
For ''The Macedonian Call" 

Tennessee Baptists are cele
brating 20 years of Partner
ship/Volunteer Missions and 
are continuing to serve as a 
Total Missions Resource Cen
ter for the millennium, accord
ing to Terry Sharp, Partner
ship/Volunteer Missions Team 
leade:r;. 

Tennessee Baptists ap
proved the first TBC partner
ship with Michigan at the 
1980 TBC Annual Meeting. 
During the 1981 TBC Annual 
Meeting, Tennessee Baptists 
asked Michigan Baptists to 
join with them to partner with 
Upper VoUa from 1981-1985, 
which eventually became 
Burkina Faso. The partner
ships have continued over the 
years as seen in the box on 
this page. 

The Partnership/Volunteer 
Missions program, which 
started as a TBC part-time po
sition, has continued to grow 
into a fully staffed mission 

team. This transition did not 
take place over night, but be
gan with a new strategy on 
April 25, 1997 at the TBC 
Partnership/Volunteer Mis
sions 21st Century Meeting at 
the Baptist Center in Brent
wood. 

"The TBC 

teer In Missions · Department 
director; James Porch, TBC ex
ecutive director-treasurer; 
state Baptist University pro
fessors, and others. 

In the meeting, the founda
tion was laid for TBC Partner
ship/Volunteer Missions to 

become a Total 
made a deliber
ate shift in mis
sions strategy at 
the 21st Centu
ry meeting for 
all churclies, 
pastors, and di
rector of mis
sions," said Sharp. 
"At the meeting 
we dialogued to 
discuss our fu
ture vision of 

T P rt h. Missions Re-ennessee a ners tps 
source Center, 

missions." 

Michigan began in 1980 
Burkina Faso 

(Upper Volta) 
Venezuela 
Philippines 
Chile 
Canada 
Poland 

1981-85 
1986-88 
1989-91 
1992-95 

1995-2000 
1995-97 

Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil 1998-2000 

Attending the Costa Rica 1997-1999 
1999-2000 
2000-2002 

meeting besides 
Sharp were: Jer
ry Rankin, IMB 
president· 

Nicaragua 
Portugal 

and it has been 
serving in that 
capacity since 
1997. 

Some objec
tives that came 
from the 1997 
meeting were: 
to help volun
teers go on mis
·sions wherever 
God leads them; 
and to help vol
unteers to know 
where to secure 
religious mate-
rials to take 

Elmer Goble, NAMB Adult 
Volunteer Mobilization manag
er; Jim Ferguson, IMB Volun-

with them on missions. 
Another objective, an aimed 

directive change from regional 

volunteer coordinators to en
courage local associations to 
elect or appoint a local or asso
ciatio·nal volunteer coordina
tor, set the precedent for the 
state convention. 

Other meeting objectives 
were: to be on the World Wide 
Web to· promote and give infor
mation about partnership 
countries; to increase training 
for volunteers, team leaders, 
and to train in practical sub
jects; to further develop the 
"Macedonian Call" and Church 
Needs Form; to develop a 
database of volunteers; and to 
pray for unreached people 
groups . . 

"Since the 21st Century 
meeting, we have continued to 
try to improve the way we 
serve churches by adding new 
staff and resources to our Total 
Missions Resource Center," 
said Sharp. 

Objectives met were: the de
velopment of the Partnership/ 
Volunteer Missions web site; 
the special issue "Macedonian 
- See Celebrating, page 6 



TBC leader recalls partnerships beginning ... 
- Continued from page 5 
new Church Start in Michigan without 
the help of a Tennessee church, associa
tion, or group of churche~. I perceive 
that as their way. of expressing appreci
ation for the comprehensive efforts that 
have been ma de over a period of 20 
years in this partnership. 

I saw in our efforts . from First Bap
tist Church, Tullahoma, the develop
ment of a generation of mission-minded 
people. They became mission-minded 
through h ands-on missions effort. We 
attempted to perform a variety of mis
sion activities on our trips, thereby, en
abling people with varying skills to be 
i ncluded. This included people doing 
Backyard Bible Clubs, cooking, per
forming construction work, canvassing, 
singing in choirs, participating in hand
bell choirs, puppets, a nd a variety of 
other ministries. 

We saw entire families participate in 
these mission events. For a number of 
years, the preparation for ~the actual 
trip and the follow up encompassed a n 
extended period of time in the church's 
ministry year. 

An added feature has been the rela
tionships that have been· developed be
tween those chur ches and our church 
and .association. In the mid 90s, groups 
from Michigan began to ·come into our 
area to help build church buildings, 
conduct Backyard Bible Clubs and min
ister in other areas. It was indeed a joy 
to see us move to a point where t h e 
partnership was reciprocal . 

Additionally, one of the greatest ben
efits was the impact these mission ven
tures had, on youth . During that era in 
which First Baptist Church, Tullahoma, 
was going to Michigan, sometimes two 

a nd three times a year, a number of 
youth committed themselves to voca
tional Christian service. Each of these 
went on and finished college and semi
nary. I believe God used those mission 
ventures to stir their hearts and help 
them capture a sense of ministry that 
influenced their call . 

.I'm thankful also that each member 
of our family had the opportunity to be 
involved in the partner ship. Our son, 
Scott, spent an entire summer working 
in construction at Roger City. Later, 
our daughter, Terri, worked with a 
wonderful family, Bob and Bonnie Ga
ley, at a church in the Northland Asso
ciation. My late wife accompanied me 
on as many trips as possible. I have a 
great treasury of wonderful memories 
from those weeks. 

Administrative ly the partnership 
ministry work began as a part-time as
signment given to the TBC Convention 
Ministries office. Tennessee. Baptists 
ar e indebted to Carroll Owen, Conven
tion Ministri es director, and Gerry 
Mayes, Convention Ministries adminis
trative assistant, for helping .us get this 
work .started in an efficient mann~r. 

While the Michigan partnership con
tinued year by year through the current 
year , we've had opportunity to respond 
to a var iety of needs literally .around 
the world. After the Upper Volta part
nership, we were asked to assist Bap
tists in Venezuela. Our family .spent a 
week in Ven ezuela in the summer of 
1985. 

Following the Venezuela part n er
ship, we moved to the Orient and ac
cepted responsibility to work in the 
Philippines. Next, the Foreign Mission 
Board asked us to assist Chilean Bap-

tists for~ three-year partnership. 
When I became Exec~tive Director, 

we were in the process of completing 
the Chile partnership. Next, Tennessee · 
Baptists began work with Baptists in 
Poland and Costa Rica. Simultaneous
ly, we also accepted responsibi1i,ty to as
sist with partnership work in wester:n 
Canada. 

Currently, our work continues in 
Port-ugal; Rio de-Janeiro, Brazil; Cana
da; and Michigan. We will also be in
volved in a potential effort entitled, 
"Impact Northeast," which joins several 
state conventions together to help in
crease mission work in the New Eng
land area. 

Also early in March, Tennessee will 
join with Missouri, Arkansas, Louis 
iana, and other southern states to plan 
a ministry in response to the needs in 
the North Central area, states includ
ing Iowa, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Min
nesota, and Wisconsin. 

Not only has the philosophy of Part
nership Missions changed over the 20-
year period, but also we believe it has 
changed for the better. In addition to 
inviting churches and associations to 
parti.cipate in the pa,rtnership sanc
tioned by the Convention, it is our de
sire as the volunteer missions team to 
assist any church and/or association or 
groups of churches to respond to mis
sion opportuni t ies wherever they fill 
God is leading them. 

This means we have accepted respon
s ibility to b ecom e t h e statewide re
source center for Baptist missions. Our . 
staff has increased from originally one 
per son part-time to currently four peo
ple working to respond to countless re.: 
quests from all over the state. It is our 

' 

Celebrating 20 years of partnership missions ... 
. . . 

desire to resource churches and/or asso 
ciation to do mission work. 

This includes travel information, se 
curing passports and/or visas, providin1 
orientation for g~oups, plus dealin1 
with the countless number o£ question 
and/or pr,ocedures necessary to imple 
ment a mission trip. 

I have a strong commitment to sup 
port each ministry of the Executiv. 
Boa:rd of the Tennessee Baptist Conven 
tion. Each ministry is valuable. M: 
commitment to partnership/voluntee 
missions revolves around my co·nvictiOJ 
that this ministry provides a statewid• 
cohesive influence on our Baptist min 
istry. 

A person who does volunteer mis 
sions work returns more' committed t• 
the Cooperative Program. A person 01 

mission, whether close at home or hal 
way around the world, captures a large 
dimension of what it is to be a discipl• 
of Jesus Christ. He begins to live th, 
Great Commission. 

Partn.ershipN ol unteer Missiolil.s 
tlvi ty keeps u s at the h eart of OlJ. 

calling to go into all the world . Ou: 
des ire i s to assis t each pers on wht 
goe s. We want that venture to br 
spiritually uplifting and enj-oyable 
W_e hope each person will come homr 
a different person, a bett~r person fo: 
Christ. 

We will continually reach out to eacl 
a ssociation , each church throughou 
Tennessee to provide resources for thet 
mission ventures and opportunities fo: 
missions work. I believe this is of Go1 
and believe Tennessee Baptists. Th1 
Baptists of the volunteer state will con 
tinue to respond to God's great call 
unto aU the world. • 

- Continued from page 5 
Call ," Volunteer Challenge 
2000, Anch or Churches, t h e 
Church Needs Form, the volun
teers database; and the prayer 
warriors network. 

The TBC web site www.tn
baptist.org has current informa
tion on all partnership countries 
and mission projects. 

known as Volunteer Needs Re
quest Form is distributed to di
rectors of missions and is avail
able on the web ~ite. This _form 
promotes churches' mission 
projects and also gives a venue 
for volunteers seeking service to 

-state their missionary interests. 

Other n ew progra ms were: 
beginning the Sister Church 
Program, which identifies and 
introduces Tennessee churches 
to churches in Michigan from 
1996-2000 (possibly in operation 
in Canada from 2000-2005) to 
make them mutually support
ive; a nd the customizat ion of 
mission projects, which works 
for churches who need other 
dates and specialized projects 
for mission trips and benefits 
missionaries and the churches. 

how to be an effective le~der; 
and One Mission with God, Acts 
1 :8 Association, which chal
len ges the association to act, 
commit, tell and support mis 
sions emphasis. (See s_tories, 
"Scheduling missionaries" and 
"Institutes set.") 

A total of nine !!}.tern 
tional Missions Tr!".f ........... ~.t 
Institutes will be held tru1;.·1 
ye~r at the Tennessee nap":,:l 
tist Convention in Bren 
wood. The Institutes 

The special annual edition of 
the "Macedonian Call" puts the 
volunteer missions puzzle to
gether to h elp unravel volun
teers' questions and. informs 
churches of all the opportunities 
available for state, national, and 
international missions. Issues of 
the ''Macedonian Call" are pub
lished in the Baptist and Reflec
tor and on the web site. 

Volunteer Ch a llenge 2000 
combined volunteer recognition 
and commissioning services to 
a ffirm the value of volunteer 
missionaries with personal 
r ecognition and certificates 
s igned by TBC, IMB, NAMB 
presidents, and challenged 
every church to send out at least 
three volunteer s on a missions 
project. (See story, "Oonsid,.er 
participating in Volunteer Chal
lenge 2000.) 

Anchor Churches are church
es that commit "to two or more 
projects per year and provide 
opportunities for smaller 
churches to network with them. 

The Church Needs Form now 

The Part nershipNolunteer 
Missions database contains over-
5,000 Tennessee volunteers. 

The prayer PartnershipNol
unteer Missions monthly news
letters and weekly prayer re
quests in Baptist and R eflector, · 
are sent to a network of prayer 
warriors across the state, in the 
nation, and internationally. The 
prayer requests are also posted 
on the TBC web site. 

Currently half of the TBC as
sociations have established a 
volunteer coordinator who are 
helping churches know how and 
where to volunteer and ar e de
veloping a mini-resource center. 

In· addition to these objec
tives other innovative programs 
that have been introduced are: 
counseling by Sharp with any
one interested in becoming a 
missionary whether caree~, jour
neyman, or ISC, etc; develop
ment of Volunteer In Missions 
Day package of materials which 
is sent to all TBC churches each 
year; and hosting the first annu
al Minister of Missions Confer- · 
ence. (See story, "Training set 
for missions ministers.") 

Additional new programs 
were: Partners in the Harvest 
emphasis to assist churches as 
they commi,t te the Par.tner in 
the Harvest Challenge te be in
volved in a: volunteer mission 
proj ect ; IMB mission scholar
ships, which have been request
ed by -more Tennessean s than 
any other state convention; and 
Supervisio~ I and II Workshop, 
which is special training for in
dividuals who supervise mis-
sionary staff. • 

Four pilot programs being 
marketed in Tennessee by the 
1MB are: introduction of the 
Missionary · Speaker coordina
tors to provide missionary 
speakers to churches; Interna
tional Missions Training Insti
tute, which provides ever i1.2 
hours of training to equip volun-. 
teers in cross cultural missions; 
MAC Training, which trains 
those leading teams overseas in 

Statistics reveal the number 
of Tennessee v..olunteers serving 
internationally s ince 1989 have 
quintupled over the last nine 
years. "This year we should see 
for the first time over 2,000 vol
unteers serving internationally," , 
said Sharp. "For 1999, over 
1,050 volunteers served in four 
partnership countries and Dis
aster Relief Responses to Kosovo 
and Turkey. These figures are 
in addition to the thousands 
that served last year in Ten
nessee and Michigan. "· 

'W e are currently being used 
as a Total Missions Resource 
Center as evidenced by the 421 
contacts since November of 1999 
to February of 2000, and we have 
responded to over 562 in writing 
by mail during February." 

Stateside partnership vision 
continues with the TBC being 
asked to extend their agreement 
with Canada until2005; develop
ing a possible partnership rela- · 
tionship with Imgact Northwest; 
beginning a study with the North 
Central states; and beginning 
discussions with Las Vegas, 
Nevada. • 

. desig~ed to equip ~ ........... 
volunteers for cr<>ss-ctL!ttlr~ 

• 
al minjstry in strategic 
cations throughout 
world. 

IDhe. nine ,<I.n:s~tll~'Q.·l;,•e~ 
~ be March 31 - .... ... P ·+ ..,.," .• ~,. 
f~; June a, ~nly 
· Sept. s, Oct. 7: !No:'Q~:l 
' Dec. ~2. Schedule ....... .,,;;. . . 
' first institute will lYe 
day., 4-6 p.m ., re~~strat;Io~ 
6:30-9:30 p.m., con 

. ences; and Saturday, 8: 

. a .m . - 4:30 p .m ., co1:1.1e 
·ences. 

The Institutes will 
prayer, praise, music 
testimony; biblical Da!ns ~ 
missions, strategic ...... ,.u ... 
tion of volunteers; ,and 
ternational travel tips~ 

To atte,.nd make rMtiiM 

vations two weeks nn,n'l"'~ 

the meeting by ~J:u~~.cLJ. 
. Terry Sharp at 1-8 
558-2090, (615) 3 

, 7935, or ts 
tist.org. • 



Vomen of First Church, Powell, prayerwalk in Portugal 
Deb Dougan 
, The Macedonian Call 

A team of nine women from First 
Church, Powell, prayerwalked 

pt. 3-12, in the coastal city of Santa 
tria "da Feira, located three hours 

ofLisbon, Po:utugal. 
Making up the Powell team besides 
self were: Carol Abba, Kathy Baker, 
tthy Jones, Marilyn Lyle, Pam 
~Gill, Kathy Patton, Janet Roach, 

ing intense spiritual warfare· and they 
prayed for discernment and wisdom. In 
addition, they studied Ephesians 6 and 
read several books. 
· Each day the prayer warriors 
walked the city streets praying that the 
hearts and minds of the Portuguese 
people would be open and receptive to 
the Gospel and that Satan would not be 
allowed to hinder the work. 

spoke to the 
' two mission-

aries in rapid 
Portuguese. 
The Johnsons 
talked with 
her and said a 
brief prayer. 

After -the 
team walked 
away from 
the woman's 
house, 
Michael John
son explained 
that the wo-

d Ginger Wright. The daily walks 
roughout Feira and other neighbor
~ cities were coordinated by 1MB mis
mary to Portugal, Michael Johnson. 
hnson, his wife Janice, and their two 
ildren, have lived in Portugal for 
ree years, but the family has been in 
nta Maria da Feira for one year. 
When Johnson was approached 
out the possibility of coordinating a 

On street corners, the team saw re
cycling bins, which are used daily to 
collect hundreds of liquor and beer bot
tles. This is a reminder of the rampant 
drug and alcohol problems that exist in 
Portugal and other European coun
tries. Substance abuse was the focus 
of many of the group's prayers that 
week. 

man was up
set because 
her monthly 
pension check 

MISSIONARY Michael Johnson stands with -the prayerwalking team 
of First Baptist Church, Powell. 

• ., .... ,.,alk in Feira, he welcomed the 
ance. This would provide an oppor
nity for a team to "pray onsite with 

'ght." Hopefully, the prayerwalk 
be the beginning of a spiritual 

rakening in the country. 

They also prayed at schools and mu
nicipal buildings asking God to allow 
them to be used for Bible studies·, 
church services, and other religious 
purposes. 

was stolen. The team dug for Portuguese 
money from their purses. 

Michael Johnson counted the money 
and took it back to the woman, ~ho be
gan to cry and thank the Lord for His 
goodnes~. The . team had no idea how 
much money they had contributed; they 
had just given what they had. 

and that the a mount they had con
tributed was $275. God was truly at 
work! 

Several weeks before leaving for Par
gal, the Powell Church team began 
eir preparations spiritually and emo

ly. They knew they would be fac-

The prayerwalkers were fortunate to 
see God at work in a very tangible way. 
One day the J ohnsons and the team 
walked in a rural area ofFeira where they 
met an elderly woman who had been visit
ing the Johnsons' church, Santa Maria de 
Feira Baptist Mission. . 

The woman was visibly upset and 

. When ,he returned to the group, 
Johnson told the ladies that the 
womaJ?.'s check had been for $50,000 in 
escudos about $275 in US currency, 

In May 2000, an evangelistic cru
. sade is planned for the city of Santa 
. Maria da Feira. Please join the Powell 
team and the J ohnsons as they pray for 
a Great Awakening in Portuga l. We 
serve an awesome and mighty God who 
is able to do all things. (Deb Dougan is 
exectutive secretary, First Baptist 
Church, Powell.)·• 

~aptist Hospital, East, team treats residents of Rio de Janeiro 
)r The Macedonian Call 

A nine-person volunteer 
edical mission team from 
ptist Hospital of East Ten
see, Knoxville, recently 

rked in Rio de Janeiro, 
£lzil where they treated over 

in a week. 
.This Oct. 10-19, 1999, proj
ft was an expression of the 
hristian mission of Baptist 
ospital of East Tennessee 
~HET) and also a desire to be 
part of the partnership be-

,.,.,,.,n the Tennessee Baptist 
onvention and the Carioca 
aptist Convention in Rio de 
lnerro. 

chaplain, Dan Hix; and five 
nurses, Raycene Brewer, Jan 
Irwin, Alicia McCampbell, 
Edith Mynatt, and Phyliss 
Smith. Three of the nurses are 
also nurse practitioners. 

people were seen, received care 
and medicines, as well as the 
opportunity to hear the Gospel. 
The team took over nine 
trunks of medicines and sup
plies, most of which were do
nated by local physicians. Oth
er donors included BHET and 
King Pharmacy in Bristol. 

Christ, they were 
the ones who re
ceived the greatest 
blessing. 

Upon leaving the 
mission on the final 
day, the Dona Mar
ta Baptist Mission 
pastor and congre
gation presented 
the BHET team 
with a framed pic
ture of Dona Marta 
inscribed with the 
caption "Don't exist 
place where the love 
of God can't reach." 

(Complied from a 
report by Gretchen 
Church, Public Re

- • ... ....... 0 .. ...,,....,,, e aw 

The medical team was com
rised of two doctors, David 
ankin and Chris Sawyer; a 
harmacist, Jim Koren; a 

The group team worked in 
the community of pona Marta,' 
one of the largest slums in Rio 
de Janeiro and an area with 
tremendous needs. The Bap
tist Hospital group ministered 
with local Brazilian Baptists 
and IMB missionaries Sharon 
Fairchild, Elizabeth Oates, 
and Angie Findley. Oates, who 
is now retired and is a Ten
nessee native, recently visited 
Knoxville and spoke at Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church. 

A medical clinic was estab
lished in the Baptist Mission 
in Dona Marta. Over 1,000 

Many patients accepted 
Christ as their Savior while 
others desired to know more 
about Christianity and asked 
the pastor of the mission to 
make a home visit. The dual 
goals of providing medical care 
and strengthening the work of 
the Baptist Mission in. Dona 
Marta were accomplished. The 
primary response of the team 
was that although they had 
the privilege and opportunity 
to do some good in the name of 

lations manager., PHYSICIAN Chris Sawyer of Baptist Hospi
Baptist Health Sys- · tal of East Tennessee works with a new 

en work in Nicaragua 
r The Macedonian Call 

Two men from First Baptist Church of Pulaski 
9cently traveled with a five-state convention Dis--· ster Relief Response team to build houses in 
ricaragua for victims of Hurricane Mitch. 

Bill Beasley and Gary Witherow, both of Pulas
it joined a Disaster Relief Response team Nov. 27-
)ec. 5 made up of four other state conventions vol
.nteers to build permanent concrete houses in 
Hcaragua. 

In addition to building houses, the Pulaski men 
tlso participated in worship services that were 
leld in the streets and worked with 1MB volunteer 
nissionary coordinators Art and Dottie Dennis. 

Other state conventions that participated in the 
rip were: Arkansas Baptist Conve-ntion, Baptist 
Jonvention of Maryland and Delaware, Missouri 
3aptist Convention, and Baptist General Associa
ion of Virginia. • 

tern.) • friend at a clinic. 

Consider pa~&ipoting in Volunteer' 'ChOIIenge 2000 
For The Macedonian Call 

Volunteers continue to be a:n im~ 
portant strategy in reaching Ten
nessee, our nation, and our worl(}!! 
with the Gospel, according to Terry' 
Sharp, MAl Partnership/Volunteer 
Missions team leader. 

"Imagine what would happen if 
every Tennessee Baptist church 
sent out at least three volunteers on 
a Partnership/ Volunteer Mission 
project," said Sharp. 

"Imagine the impact on your 
church. Tennessee volunteers are 
still making a difference!"' 

The Volunteer Challeng~~QOO 
call that was given over two years 
ago by Doug Sager, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Concord, 

Knoxville, during the 1998 Ten
nessee Baptist Convention Annual 
-Meeting continues to build momen
tum into the millennium. 

The Volunteer Challenge is: to 
serve in a Tennessee, national, and 
international missions project dur
ing 2000; to send one volunteer from 
each church to a Tennessee, nation
al, and international missions pro
ject; and to be a Partnership Anchor 
Church. 

A Partnership Anchor Church 
commits to two or more missions 
projects per year and provides link 
up opportunities for other churches. 
Last year 96 churches responded to 
be an anchor church. A total of 266 
churches committed to send one vol
unteer, 340 would attend a commis-

-

.sioiring service, 17 would send vol-
·. unteers on national and interna

tional projects, 24 would send vol
unteers on Tennessee and interna
tional projects, and 49 would send 
volunteers on Tennessee and na
tional projects. 

Also from last year's r esponse, 
101 people committed to do mission 
projects in Tennessee, 30 committed 
to do national projects, 92 commit
ted to do international projects, and 
127 committed to do all three. 

Now that the millennium is here, 
theFe is still time to commit to the 
Volunteer Challenge 2000. Contact 
Vicki Pearson, PartnershipNolun
teer Missions ministry assistant, at 
(615) 371-7935, 1-800-558-2090, or 
email at vpearson@tnbaptist.org. • 

2000 li&R 

• 



Place Project ID 

Portugal Projects 

Work , Dates Volunteers 
Needed 

Different cities 

Three key cities 

PM12000102 · Prayerwalk teams for northern Portugal Fall2000 6 

PM12000100 · Black Gospel choir to tour three key cities for 

church planting. 

open open 

West/Cntrl. Portugal PM12000111 Paintllay tile in new church. ·open 8-10 

Rio de Janeiro," Brazil, Projects 
Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro · 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

PM42000960 

PM42000940 

PM42000966 

PM42000955 

PM42000936 

PM42000945 

PM42000944 

PM42000942 

PM42000941 

PM42000937 

PM42000921 

PM42000932 

PM42000956 

PM42000920 

PM42000957 

PM42000943 

Rio de Janeiro PM42000939 

Canada Projects 
Bird River, MB 

Saskatchewan 

Mississauga, OT 

Fairview, AB 

Victoria, BC 

Halifax, NS 

Ontario 

St. Albert, AB 

Charlottetown, PEI 

Salmon Arm, BC 

Halifax, NS 

Penticton, BC 

Saskatchewan 

OOKEY001 

OONOR002 

990NT002 

99MID036 

.. 
OOCAP001 

99ATL007 

OOONT001 

OOMID001 

OOATL004 

OOALP001 

99ATL010 

OOALP002 

OONOR001 

Charlottetown, PEI OOATL001 

Salmon Arm, BC OOALP003 

Michigan Projects 
Saginaw 

Detroit 

Portage 

Portage 

Brighton 

B-1B 

GD-2B 

SC-1B 

SC-1A 

H-1 

Teach at annual music congress. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical- clinics. 

Teams to do simultaneous revivals -

evangelism, witnessing. 

Construct chapel for the Missao Batista 

' Bandeirantes. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Construct chapel for the Arauj<> Mission. 

Bluegrass/Country band to perform in variety 

of locations. 

July 5-17 

Aug. 31-Sept. 9 

Aug. ~1-Sept. 9 

Sept. 17-26 

open 

open 

open 

open 

ope_n 

open 

open 

5 

40 

10 

45 

20 

15 

15 

15 

15 
• 

20 

8 

Construct chapel for Carioca Baptist Convention. Oct. 7-22 25 

Choir/large ensemble to perform throughout Rio. open open 

open Contemporary Christian band to perform i1). a 

variety of locations. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

open 

-open 

open 

Aug. 4-13 

20 

15 

15 

Team to renovate and possible new const~ction May 21-27 

at associational children's camp. 

10-50 

Conduct children and youth VBS l>rograms. 

Conduct BYBC and literature distribution. -
Conduct evangelistic services and survey 

community. 

...Conduct sports camp and youth outreach 

programs. 

Orchestra team to perform at waterfront. 

Conduct VBS and campground ministries. 

Conduct evangelistic services and survey · 

community. 

Conduct BYBC and door-to-door survey in 

preparation for church planting. 

Conduct sports clinic and do leadership 

leadership training for adults. 

Conduct revival, drama presentation. 

Conduct evangelistic outreach in communities·. 

Conduct BYBC and do light construction. 

Conduct BYBC and door-to-door surv,ey. 

Conduct VBS. 

Team to construct Fellowship Hall and do 

plumbing of new church. 

Team to repair/remodel classrooms and church 

offices. 

Teams to do VBS and work with youth. 

Teams to install roof. 

Conduct BYBC, sports clinics, choir concerts 

and drama. 

May 21-27 

June,2-16 

Julyl-17 

July 9:.15 

July 21-31 
' 

5-10 

5-10 
6 . 

5-12 

15-30 

July 29-Aug.7 . 8-15 

, · July 30-Aug. 6 5-10 

Aug. 12-18 10-20 

Aug. 26-Sept. 2 4-10 

Oct. 19-23 2 

June-August open 

open 5-10 

July ,1-17 10-20 

JUly 9:15 8-10 

June 10-17 open 

June 25-July 1 open 

July 9-15 open 

July 9-15 open 

July 22-29 10-20 

Tennessee Projects 
· • Benton - Kitchen/Dining Hall Supervisor to coordinate and plan men 

Purchase food, supervise kitchen staff and help with other ministries. 
May 15 -Aug 15 . · 

Kitchen/Dip.ing Hall Staff to work with kitchen supervisor and staff in me 
preparation, set-up, serving, cleaning of kitchen and dining hall. May 1 
Aug 15 (2-week minimum to all summer). 

General Maintenance -Light maintenance, lawn care, maintain equipme1 
and help with other minis~es. Dates are May 15- Aug 15. 

Camp Nurse- Serve as nurse for summer camps, mission groups andre
treats. Maintain medical supplies, handle medication for campers. MaJ 
15- Aug 15. Contact: Debbie Brock, Camp Ag~pe, (423) 338-4153. I 

• Cleveland- Teams of 12-15 per site with no mor~ than 80 per week~ 
do roofing, painting and light construction for low-income housing. Higl 
school seniors or college students. 

June 11-17 July 9-15 June 18-24 July 16-22 
June 25- July 1 July 23~29 July 2-8 

Creative ministry teams of 12-30 to serve at outposts along the Ocoee RN 
in city parks and campgrounds. 

June11-17 June25-July1 
Contact: Michelle McCluskey, Ocoee Outreach, (423) 476-5493. 
• Columbia- Teams to do new c~urch construction in April. Contact: 

Fred Hayvkins, (931) 388-5287. 
• Covingto~- Teams to do VBS, visitation with possible revival, randol 

acts of kindness and some small work projects. Dates open for summer. 
Contact: Howard Wayland, Lifeway Baptist Fellowship Ch~rch, (901) 4' 
9255. 

• Franklin- Teams to do new church construction in June. Contact: 
George Temple, (615) 790-8515 .. 

• Humbolt - Brick layers to build new church sanctuary in May. 
Charlotte Cole, Smyrna Baptist Church, Humbold~, (901) 686-9653. 

·• Chattanooga- Teams of 12-50 to roof and paint inner-city widows 
homes with·optional afternoon and evening ministries. ~ 

June 4-10 Jnne 11-17 July 16-21 June 18-24 
July 23-28 

Contact: Stan Braley, Hamilton eounty Baptist Association, (423) 267-37!}. 
• Gatlinburg- One team per week of 8-15 to conduct daycamps in the 

morning and family evening programs in area campgrounds. 
June 11-17 July 9-15 June 18-24 July 16-22 
June 25-July 1 July 23-29 July 2-8 July 30- Aug 
Aug. 6-11 · 

Contact: Bill Black, Smoky Mountain Resort Ministries, (423) 436-4076. 
• Gleason- Teams to build new church sanctuary and conduct BYBC. 

Contact:.Jerry Esch, (901) 648-0408. 
• Harriman -Teams to do BYBC, sp<;>rt clinics and block pru;:ties in 

housing areas. 
June 5-9 July 10-14 
June 19-23 July 24-28 

Contact: David Acr.es, (865) 882-6446. 

June 12-16 
June 26-30 

July 17-21 

• Millington -Teams to cQnstruct iaterior of a 16,000 sq. ft. famillyo life 
center in May. Contact: Mike Owens, Big Hatchie Baptist Association, 
(901) 835-2143. 

• Elizabethton - Teams of 12-16 to do daycamps in the morning and 
BYBC in the evenings with local churches. 

June 11-17 July 9-15 June 18-24 July 16-22 
June 25-July 1 July 23-29 July 2-8 July 30- Aug 

Teams of 10-20 to do BYBC at local state park during the day and home 
provements in the evenings. Project open for summer. 

Teams of 2-20 to do home repairs for the elderly, disabled, and SlDigJE~-p~II~ 
families. Project open for summer. Contact: Becky Brumitt, Hale CoJiJUJI 
nity Ministries, (423) 547-2560. 

• Jackson -Teams of 10-40 to repair,· paint and roof elderly and neE!dJI 
homes and assist small churches with BYBC .in low-income housing 
munities. 

June 4-9 July 9-14 June 11-16 July 16-21 
June 18-23 July 23-28 June 25-30 

- Contact: Amy Brady, Madison-Chester and Crockett Baptist Association, 
(901) 668-5690. . 

• Jefferson City - · Teams of 10-15 per team to remodel low income 
and conduct BYBC in low-income housing and Boys/Girls Club. 

June 4-9 July 9-14 June 18-23 July 16-21 
June 25-30 "July 23-28 July 2-7 July 30~Aug 

Contact: Shannon Washam, Appalachian Outreach, (423) 475-5611. 
• Johnson City - Teams of 6-10 to do BYBC for preschool children. 

June 4-9 July 9-14 June 11-16 July 16-21 
June 18-23 July 23-28 June 25-30 

Contact: Ginger Dalton, Holston Baptist Association, (423) 929-1196. 
• Nashville - Teanis of 15 to repair elderly and disabled residents homel 

Volunteers work year round. Contact: Paul Morris, Nashville Baptist As 
sociation, (615) 776-2266. 

• Nashville - Provide year round transportation for families ofinmate81 
and from prison for visitation. Contact: Linda Knott, (615) 883-2186. 

Midland 

• Nashville- Teams in May to do masonry and electrical work on existir 
church building. Contact: George Lang, (615) 661-3626. 

B-2 Conduct VBS. June 17-23 open • Memphis- A team of 6-10 to conduct BYBC in single-parent housmg 
GD-lA First rough-in for church addition. . June 5..:10 10 area for June 17-24. Contact: Roger Hagan, Audubon Park Baptist, (901; 

324-5541. 
Woodhaven GD-1B · Electrical/plumbing for chmch addition June 11-17 10 • Memphis - Teams to do BYBC and church construction from March 

Woodhaven 

Woodhaven GD-1C Drywall/painting for church addition. June 18-24 10 2000 to August 2000. Contact: Tim Cox:, (901) 458-0617. 

For more information about the above projects, call Tennessee Baptist Convention Partnership/Volunteer Missions Team at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371 



• Sharon Baptist Church, 
.vannah, will dedicate its 
w prayer chapel at 2 p.m. on 
•ril 2. T.W. Hunt, noted 
uthern Baptist prayer 
~der, will conduct both morn
" services at 8 and 10 that 
:> 

y. 
• Copperas Branch Bap
t Church, Leoma, will 

CLASSIFIED 

OF MUSIC: First Sap
Church, Joelton, 15 miles 

~h of Nashville, needs full -time 
ister of music. New sanctuary 

~ats 1,000), new choir suite. 
teds skills in praise/worship 
d handballs . Dual a.m. ser

·-·--· Send resume to P.O. Box 
Joelton, TN 37080. 

* * * 
· Resumes are being sought 
those who desire to be con

ered as director of missions 
· the Madison Baptist Associa
h in Huntsville, Ala. 82 church-
with 48,000 members. Send 

sumes to Dr. Walter G. Nunn, 
airman of search committee, 
07 Speake Rd., Huntsville , AL 
816. Deadline is March 15. · · 

* * .• 
:>TOR COACH: Very nice, one 
mer bus in excellent condition. 
)mfortable reclining seats, rest
Jm, air conditioned, large lug
ge storage, easy to drive, and 
~xpensive to maintain. The 
· t reliable transportation a 

h can 0wn. For information 
hotos, please call Da~id at 

278-7224. 
* * * ~ 

'· \. 

NGi..ES MINISTER: Large , 
ulti-ministry oriented church 
1eking minister of singles with 

rience. Must be able to re-
to a wide-range of ages and 

a passion for evangelism 
td building small groups. Send 
sume to PersonneJ Committee, 

lvary Baptist Church, 331 
leveland St., Clearwater, FL 
~755. 

* * * 
Missionary-minded 

uple to serve the Lord in a 
hristian home (not a behavior 
edification facility) that has 

meeting the physical, emo
mal, and spiritual needs of chil
·en for 103 years. Competitive 
3.lary and compensations in
ude housing, food, insurance, 
1d retirement. Call Jerry Taylor, 
almer H.ome for Children, (601) 
28-5216. . 

* * * 
ASTOR: Seeking full-time pas
lr. Seasonal San Juan Mt. Com
tunity. First t!aptist Church, P .0. 
ox 519, Lake City, CO 81235. 

* * * 
IINISTER: Ararat Baptist Church 
~ seeking a full-time Y?Uth, chil
ren, and activities minister. 
iend resume to Pastor J.V. 
)avis, 3608 Brownsville Hwy., 
ackson, TN 38301. 

' 

• 

hold revival March 8-12 with 
evangelist Milton Taylor of 
Greenville, S.C. 

• Whitten Memorial 
Baptist Church, Memphis, 
will host a Creation Our Foun
dation seminar March 12-15, 
led by Grady McMurtry, a bib
lical scientific creationist. For 
more information on times, 
contact the church at (901) 
38p-5444. 

• Liberty Baptist Church, 
-

Somerville, will hold revival 
March 12-15 with evangelist 
Eddie Little. 

• First Baptist Church, 

CLASSIFIED 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower 
payments. Reduce and eliminate 
interest. Non-profit. Free confi- . 
dential consultation. American 
Credit ana Debt Management, 1-
800-422-9243. 

* * * 

PASTOR: First Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville, Ky., is prayerfully 
seeking applicants for pastor. 
Please send resume to: FBC 
Pastor Search Committee, 1400 
South Main St. , Hopkinsville, KY 
42240. 

* * * 
DOM: Union Association ·will ac
cept resumes for DOM through 
April 23. Send to the association 
office at 705 Hutchings St., Spar
ta, TN 38583, ATfN.: Cheryl Prui
ett. 

* * * 

NEEDED: Bivocational pastor for 
Woodstock Baptist Church. Send 
resume to Pulpit Search Commit
tee, 2315 Fite Rd., Memphis, TN 
38127. 

* * * 

YOUTH MINISTER: Bivocational 
youth minister needed. Send re
sume to Billy Harrald, Grace Bap
tist Church, P .0. Box 483, Milling-

. ton, TN 38083. 
* * * 

YOUTH PASTOR: First Baptist 
Church of West Jefferson, Ohio is 
searching for a full-time youth 
pastor. You may send resumes to 
the church at 686 West Jefferson
Kio.usville Rd., West Jefferson, 
Ohio 43162, Attn: Search Com
mittee. 

* * * 

YOUTH MINISTER: First Baptist 
Church, Gleason is in search for 
a bivocational youth minister. The 
search committee will begin re
viewing resumes March 15. 
Please s~nd resumes or names 
to Kenny Carr, 216 Orchard St., 
Gleason, TN 38229. Phone (901) 
648-5387 (home) or (901) 648-
5601 (church). 

* * * 
PRESCHOOUCHILDREN:First 
Baptist Church is seeking full-time 
minister of preschool/children re
sponsible for organizing activities 
of infants through sixth grade. Re
quirements include personal and 
organizational skills, college/sem
inary or equivalent, relocation re
quired. Send resumes to First 
Baptist Church, Attn. Personnel 
Committee, 1400 W. Jackson St., 
Ozark, MO 65721 by March 31. 

Somerville, will hold revival 
March 19-22 with evangelist 
Jim Kinney. 

• Kirk Baptist Church, 
Collierville, has revival 
scheduled March 26-31 with 
different speakers each night. 

• Raleigh Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will conduct a "Cel- · 
ebrate Life" revival March 19-
22 with evangelist Steve Hale 
of Woodstock, Ga. 

• Cookson Creek Baptist 
Church, Ocoee, recently sent 
an eight-member team to 
Wheelwright, Ky., to assist a 
church on its missions building. 

• Southern Gospel record:" 
ing artist Ivan Parker, who is 

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
LIFE INSURANCE 

Very low monthly cost 
Female, Nontobacco, Select Glass 1 

Age $100,000 $250,000 
40 9.45 17.06 
55 18.99 40.91 
70 52.59 124.91 

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPIER 
Kno~ville, 1-800-27 4-0776 

Baptist & Reflector advertiser since _1989 

LrG·2000 10 (policy form nos. 80.RCT 790, 80.RCT990, 
RCT98D, RCTG97D (CA & NJ) is a tertn life insurance pol· 
icy with guaranteed level premiums for 10 years. (Not all 
forms are available in all stales.) llluslraled monthly premi
ums shown are for female, nonlobaooo, select class 1. II is 
issued by The Old Line Life Insurance Company of Ameri
ca, Milwaukee, WI. Premiums increase at the end of the 
guaranteed• term if policy is renewed. Premiums fo~ other 
rate classes, age, and payment plans are available upon 
request. Death benefrt remains level and is payable in lump 
sum. or installmenl!l. If so elected. The insurance company 
may contest the policy for two years from dale of policy is· 
sue for material mlslalements or omissions on the applica· 
lion. Death benefit payable from any cause, except suicide, 
within first two policy yea.rs. In the event of suicide in the 
first two years, policy benefrt is limfted to retum of premium 
paid. Not available in all stales. 

MAJOR 
MEDICAl 

Great 
Rates 

c .. Dr. Co-pay 

Includes Lab & X-ray 
c .. Co-pay Drug Card 
• $10.00 Co~pay on 
Vision Exams 
• Co-pay on 

nnual Physrcals 

(800) 942-5160 

-
TULIP GROVE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Old Hickory, is 
celebrating its 25th anniver
sary this year. A recent ser
vice honored charter mem
bers. Guest speaker was TG
BC's first pastor, John Kurtz, 
left, with current pastor Ken 
Clayton, center, and Jerry 
Rankin, minister of music. 

frequently seen on the popular 
Gai~her Homecoming shows, 
will be in concert at South 
Fulton Baptist Church, 
South Fulton, on March 10 at 
7 p.m. Admission is free, t>ut a 
love offering will be taken. 

• Mansker Valley Com
munity Church, a new mis
sion of Nashville Baptist Asso
ciation, held a "sneak preview" 
service Feb. 27 a.t Millersville 
Elementary School with 72 in 
attendance. There were two 
rededications and more than · 
$5,000 received in an offering. 
A second preview service will 
be held March 19 and the 
"grand opening" will be April 
19. The church is now meeting 
for weekly worship. at the 
school on Sundays at 10 a.m. 
Joel Tilson is the church 
planter/pastor and Mike Head
rick is the bivocational minis
ter of worship. 

• Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, Waynesboro, will 

hold revival services March 19-
22 with Cal Hampton, pastor 
of Green River Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro, as guest evange
list. 

• Riverside Baptist Asso
ciation, based in Livingston, 
held its associational evange
lism conference on March 7 
with speakers David Lynch, a 
layman from First Baptist 
Church, Concord, Knoxville, 
and Larry Robertson, TBC 
evangelism specialist. 

• Duck River Baptist As
sociation, based in Tulla
homa, will hold its evangelism 
conference March 14 at. 7:30 
p.m. at First Baptist Church, 
Manchester. Guest speaker 
will be TBC President J erry 
Tidwell, pastor of West Jack
son Baptist Church, Jackson. 

Watch the Baptist and Reflector 
for more details. 

Atlanta's E:aster Classic 

Atlanta Civic Center 
APRIL 1-2 
APRIL 7-9 

APRIL 14-16 
Matinees 

Saturday & Sunday 

prices: $16, $12, $8 
For tickets call: 
770-234-8400 

Box Office Hours: M-F 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
Special section for deaf interpretation on April 8 matinee. 
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• Russell Caldwell has 
been called as minister of busi

. ness administration at First 
Baptist Church, Athens. 

• Connie ·cooper, an 
Acteen from First Baptist 
Church, Dickson, has been 
chosen to serve 
on the six
member 2000 
National Ac
teens Panel. 
The panelists 
will be fea
tured in the 
May/June 
2000 issue of COOPER 
Accent, the 
magazine produced by SBC 
Woman's Missionary Union for 
Acteens. Three other Tennes
see Acteens also earned na
tional recognition. Ellie An
derson of First Baptist 
Church, Dresden, and Cheri 
Perkins of Cottage Grove Bap-

tist Church, 
Dresden, were 
named 2000 
National Ac
teens Top 
Teens. Selection 
of the top teens 
and panelists is 
based on ac-

PERKINS complishments 
1n Mission- . 

sQuest, tl).e individual achieve
ment plan for Acteens, involve
ment in 'Acteens and other 
church activities, and achieve
ments in school, scholastically 
and socially. Both Cooper and 
Perkins serve as Tennessee 
WMU state panelists. Also, 
Kristel Joy O'Malley, a 
member of Germantown Bap
tist Church, Germantown, was 
one of two people selected to 
receive the Jessica Powell 
Loftis Scholarship. She will re
ceive $1,000. 

• Hillcrest Baptist Church, 
J ackson, has called Kyle Rid
dle as minister of youth and 
Andrew Baskin as minister 
of college & career. 

• First Baptist Church, Mt. 
Juliet, recently ordained Steve 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 37415 

Steeples & 
Baptistries 
From the world's 
largest manufacturer ol 
fiberglass church products . . . 

• Steeples Call or write for 
• Baptistries our free catalog 
o UghtedWall Crosses 1·8oo-527·14S9 

Fl>o~ Spociallios, Inc. 
P.O. Box I~ 
Honc»raon. 'IX 75653 

Morse to the Gospel ministry. 
He is serving as minister of 
youth at a church in Franklin, 
Ky. 

• Leslie Bruce has an
nounced his retirement as pas
tor of First Baptist Church, 
White House, effective June 25. 

• Jon Atchley has been 
called· as youth minister at 
Mars Hill Baptist Church, 
Lawrenceburg. 

• Benny Taylor and family 
were recently honored on his 
20th anniversary as pastor at 
Southside Baptist Church, Sa
vannah. 

• Lyda Edwards recently 
celebrated her 15th anniversa
ry as secretary for Big Emory 

Baptist Association, based in 
Harriman. 

• Whitten Memorial Bap-
• 

tist Church, Memphis, has 
called Mark Branson as min
ister of music. He served at 
Eudora. Baptist Church, Mem
phis, for 11 years . . 

• Ken Cox is serving as 
part-time recreation specialist 
for Shelby Baptist Association. 

I 

He is a member of Faith Bap-
tist Church, Bartlett. 

• Olive Hill Baptist Church 
East, Olive Hill, has called 
Gregory Chandler of Knox
ville as pastor. This will be his 
first pastorate. 

• Clyde Tilley; who is re
tiring March 12 as pastor of 
Piedmont Baptist Church, 

President I · 

The Board of Trustees of Baptist Foundation of South Carolina 
seeks a President.. 

Located in Columbia, S.C., the Foundation is strongly· committed to 
continuing the work of Baptists through the management of endow
ments· and trusts that benefit Agencies, lnstitut!ons, and churches of 
the South Carolina Baptist Convention. The Foundation also assists 

· individuals through estat~ planning .and living trusts. 

. The successful candidate will be an individual of integrity, wisdom, and 
vision with significant experience in financial management through a 
knowledge of planned giving, ability to articulate the importance of 
Christian values in today's financial environment, effective business 
deyelopment skills, and thorough knowledge of fiduciary management 
and investments. 

Applicatioo m-aterials consisting of a ·resume and a letter describing in
terest will be accepted immediately. Inquires, nominations, and appli
cations should be sent in confidence by March 30 to: 

Dr. Lonnie H. Shull 
Presidential Search Committee 

400 State Street 
West Columbia, SC 29169 

Interested In Health Professions? 
Exploring Career Opport(!nities? 

College of Health Sciences 

Offering baccalaureate degrees in 
Nursing, Respiratory Care, and 

Radiological Sciences 

Day, evening and weekend 
schedules available . . 

Program Information Session 

Thursday, March 30 
6:30 p.m. Registration 7:00 p.m. Program 

Saturday, Ap~il 8 
9:30 a.m. Registration 1 ~:00 a.m. Program 

1003 Monroe Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104 
Please RSVP: (901) 227-:4330 or 1-80G-796-71i7:1 

Visit our website at www.bchs.edu 

• 

Dandridge, is available for 
supply preaching and interim 
pastorates. He can be reached 
at (865) 579-0929. 

• Robert W. Massey has 
been called as pastor of 'Scenic 
Hills Baptist Church, Mem
phis. He is presently teaching 
Bible at Briarcest Christian. 
School and will continue in 
that. position. 

• John C. McCoy has re
tired as pastor, Daysville Bap-

tist Church, Rockwood, after 
serving more than 16 years. 
He and his . family were honor
ed with a luncheon. 

Thank You Tennessee Baptists ~ 
The Board of Advisors and I would like to take this op

portunity to praise the Lord and thank Tennessee Baptist 
churches and pastors for the privilege of serving you in full
time evangelism for the past five years. We wish to give 
glory to God for allowing me to complete 50 years in the 
Gospel ministry this past January. We look forward to serv
ing you in evangelism for many years to come. If we can be 
of service to you, please contact us at: 

William P. Oakley 
Mantle Ministries 
P.O. Box 1633 
Dyersburg, TN 

Phone: (901) 285-771 0; E-mail: w.p.oakley@worldnet.att.net 

CARPENTER 
BUS SALES, INC. 

Since 1953 

20' to 33' Models, 15 to 33 passengers 

• LifeWay discount 

• 12 to 4 7 ·adult capacity 

• 15 passenger vans 
• 

• We buy used buses 

-• Over 40 buses in stock 

• "No-CDL" buses and Raised Roof Vans 

{800) 370-6180 
{615) 376-2287 

www. c_arpenterbus. com 

Check our web site for new. and used inventory. 

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 3702 



Vhat about 
a tan? 
Focal Passage: Revelation 12:1-5, 7-12, 17 

t about Satan? He is the author of evil. 
has always been a struggle between good and 

Some questions about Satan are answered in 
elation 12 as good and evil are pitted against 
t other. 

archenemy of Christ and his church 
1-5). Through a vision of a dragon chasing a 

}an and a child being snatched away to God, 
11 shows that Satan is the enemy. The dragon is 
m. The woman is Israel or a faithful remnant of 
el. The child is Jesus who was descended from 

. Satan has great power as indicated by the 
,, ...... ~~ seven; although it is limited. Jewish rabbis 

that at some poiat in the ·past, Satan's revolt 
the fall of many angels (see Genesis 6:2; I Pe

' ts:l~-~~ ; and II Petel" 2:4) which seems to be the 
,uc~ltlOin of verse four since stars usua~y symbol

'~ngels in Revelation. John uses this teaching to 
'N the enemy's defeat. The foremost disgust of 
an and his angels was Jesus' earthly mission. 
ir disgusting revolt failed and at the moment of 
!S' exaltation (v . 5), his kingdom was notified of 
:lefeat. In this vision one readily observes who 
enemy of God's people and his Christ is. Satan 
eal and seeks to frustrate the mjnistry· of the 
IS. 

rhe day they threw old Satan out (vv. 7-9). 
the exaltation of the Sacred Child· Conqueror, 
n envisions a celestial combat with the outcome 
'f established at the cross. The particulars of the 
_are not detailed; it may have been a verbal ex
llge. Michael, the guardian prince of God's peo
and his forces cast down.~atan's forces. Sym

. :--~~~J, Michael, wh<;> is mentioned only'lier~ and 
r:uuLoc 9 in the New Testament, represents the 
-~·J victory won by Christ in his death and 

lli':l~ec1tlOJn. Satan's position of privilege in God's 
rt is once and for all ended. No longer will he ac
e believers before God as he did Job and others. 
l Satan's ultimate defeat will take place when 
;ist returns. He is still roaming the earth, tempt
God's people to renounce Christ. But he has 

n defeated through Christ's action on the cross. 
ce there is no place for him in heaven, there is to 
no place for him in our lives. Be bold in declar
, "Get behind me Satan!" and throwing him out. _ 
Resisting the evil one (vv. 10-11). This section 
:ourages believers to resist the evil one. Satan is 
wed as a heavenly prosecutor, accusing believers 

• nro God. Those accusations have now been si
ced through the victory of Christ. Satan's defeat 
!Sn't put an end to persecution on earth as these 
·ses suggest. Rather, believers overcome him by 
tifying to the world of Christ's victory on the 
ss and his victory in their lives, even to the point 
leath. Satan can be resisted. 
Satan's anger is unleashed on believers (vv. 
17). Because he has lost out and knows-it, Satan 

one angry creature. His attack on Christians, 
ich is the focus of verses 12-17, explains the in
tse persecution of Christians which is one of the 
i of Revelation. His only prey now is the rest of 
~woman's children who obey God and bear wit
;s to Jesus (v. 17). Christians are "the rest of her 
ldren" and are identified by their faithful obedi
ce and bold witnessing, especially in great dis
!SS. 

Heed Luther's words: "And though this world 
th devils filled, should threaten to undo us: We 
11 not fear, for God hath willed his truth to tri
lph through us." - Gentry is pastor §pringfield 
tptist Church, Springfield. 

The heart of harmony 
By Joe Sorah 

Focal Passage: I Corinthians 2:1-2, 4-13, 15-16 
In the early morning hours of Friday, Feb. 25, a small 

,fire turned into a blazing inferno that shocked our small 
town of Elizabethton. The building that housed North 
American Rayon was engulfed in flames. 'Firefighters from 
~~rrounding towns and states merged upon the scene. 
Over 500 firemen rall~ed around· OJle goal: to P,Ut out the 
fire in order to keep the con;ununity ~fe. Despite the dif
ferences of skills, training, opinions, arid backgrounds, the 
force unified around ·their go~ and.,successfully completed 
their mission. 

The purpose of the church is similar. Our goal is to keep 
people safe from the fire as we introduce them to Jesus 
Christ. The Apostle Paul kept his goal clear. The heart of 
harmony for the church resides in understanding that God 
has saved us, called us, and commissioned us. God has 
equipped us with three sources to help us fulfill our mis
swn. 

We have a powerful message (vv. 1-2, 4-5). Paul 
came to Corinth after a less than successful venture into 
Athens. He had attempted to engage the philosophers at 
Mars' Hill. It was one of Paul's few failures in ministry. 
When he came to Corinth, it was as if he had said to him
self, "from now o~ I ~ill preach nothing but the cross!" 
Acts 18 records Paul's ministry in Corinth. · He began by 

_preaching the Gospel in the synagogue. After being thrown 
out, he devoted his attention to the Gentiles. Paul gave 
-himself to the preaching of the Gospel throughout his 18 
months in Corinth. 

Paul had discovered, through personal experience, that 
the Gospel was powerful. The· people .of Cori.nth did not 
need to be impressed with eloquent speeches· or deep in
sightful, philosophical arguments. They needed to hear the 

truth of the Gospel. The 
Gospel h as the power to 
change lives. Within the 
Gospel, we find forgive
ness, hope, life, love, 
transformation, and free
dom. We have a powerful 
message in which we, as believers, can unify around. It is 
at the heart of h·armony. 

We have a perfect wisdom (vv. 6-9). Our wisdom is 
not the wisdom of this 'world. Our wisdom has been re
vealed to us through God's spirit. Isaiah 55:8-9 instructs 
us that God's thoughts are not our thoughts, nor are his 
ways our ways. In God's wisdom, he chose before time be
gan to give his son to die upon a cross for the sins of man. 
Our sovereign God was in control of it all. Man's fall did 

. not catch God by surprise. The cross was not an accident. 
In God's perfect wisdom, God had prepared a way for sin
ful man. 

We have a perceptive spirit (vv. 10-13, 15-16). Paul 
acknowledged that the source of his information was not of 
his own doing. The Holy Spirit had taught him the wisdom 
of God. When a person comes to faith in Christ, the Holy 
Spirit proceeds to instruct him in the truth of God. The 
Spirit enables the believer to discern the things of God; 
thus he has a perceptive spirit. The spiritual person real
izes that only God can judge him. With that knowledge in 
mind, he can ignore· the opinions of those who do not know 
the Lord. 

When I began preaching m~;~.ny years ago, one of the 
first pulpits I stood behind had an engraved plate placed 
on it. The words on_ the plate were taken from John 12:21, 

• 
Sir, we would see Jesus. The Greeks' request to Andrevy re-
mains the heart cry of lost persons today. The world needs 
the Gospel. We have been given the resources of a power
ful message, a perfect wisdom, and a perceptive spirit. 
These resources equip us to take the Gospel to the world. 
The heart of harmony is joining together around our re
sources to accomplish the mission God has appointed for 
us . - Sorah is pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabeth
ton. 

Prepariilg for:, victory 
By Gar:ry Miller 

Focal Passages: Joshua 
3:5; 4:20-24; 5:8-10, 13-15 

A line from a song, 'Til · 
never forget old 'What's-Her
Name,' " demonstrates just 
how flawed, faulty, and frail the hu- spied out the land. 
man memory really is. According to Entering the promised land the 
those who are supposed to know, the - same way they had exited the land of 
human brain is capable of :recogniz- bondage emphasized the end of an era 
ing, processing, and storing and a new beginning. Joshua was in--8,000,000,000 pie-ces of information structed to have one man from each of 
per second. It seems that the problem the 12 tribes of Israel pick up a stone 
is not with the hardware, but with the from the river bed as they crossed 
retrieval system. over. These stones were to be erected 
. To prepare his people for victory, at Gilgal as a memorial of God's faith
God gave them and their leader, fulness. He also placed 12 stones from 
Joshua, three important reminders_ of tP,e land in the midst of the Jor.dan at 
who they were and whose they were. - ·the place where they crossed as a tes
The first was a memorial pile o( .ti.Jnony toJhe power and glory of God. 
stones. The second was the reinstitut..: · - For whatever reason, the genera
ing of a medical procedure that had tiori that lej:t Egypt had failed to ci~
implications not only for their physi-. c~mcise their sons in direct ~olation 
cal health but for their spiritual of the covenant God had made with 
health as well. The third was an en..: Abraham (Genesis 17:9-14). To reme
counter with a memorable person, dy the situation, those who had been 
which I believe to be a pre-incarnate born in the wilderness were sealed as 
appearance of Christ. God's people by undergoing the 

The crossing of the Jordan River painful rite with flint knives. Then 
closes the parenthesis on the wilder- whenever they carried out the tasks of 
ness wanderings. This sorry episode daily personal hygiene or had marital 
~ the history of Israel began when relations with their wives they would 
Moses led the Israelites through the_ be reminded of the covenant relation
Red Sea, on what could have been a ship with God. 
journey of less than two weeks into As they waited for the incisions to 
the land of Canaan. But because of heal, Joshua saw "a man" with his 
their lack of faith they were made tb sword drawn standing nearby. Natur
roam around the desert for 40 years, al curiosity got the best of Joshua, so 
one year for each day the 12 spies had he approached the "man" and asked, 

Are you for' us or for our ad
versaries? (ch. 5: 13). The 
man's response was both 
poignant and awe inspiring. 
He said, to paraphrase, ''I'm 
not here to take sides. I 'm 
here to take over!" Then 

Joshua bowed in worship and was in
structed, as Moses had been at the 
burning brush, to remove his sandals 
because he was only holy ground. 

We also have reminders of our re
lationship with God in Christ. Bap
tism is our reminder that we are new 
creatures in Christ (II Corinthians 

· 5:17), for we have died to the old way 
and have been raised to walk in new
ness oflife (Romans 6:-8). 

The Lord's Supper reminds us that 
Jesus gave his body and sh ed his 
blood for the forgiveness of our sins. 
Not only that, it is also a testimony to 
our hppe, confidence, and expectation 
that he will return to gather us to 
himself so that we can enjoy the glory 
of his presence forever and share in 
the blessings of his victory over death, 
hell, and the grave (I Corinthians 
11:23-16). 

Of course, the only way we can 
have the assurance of our participa
tion in that victory is to prepare for it 
by accepting J esus Christ as our Sav
ior and yielding to his lordship. Are 
you prepared for victory? Are you 
preparing your family, friends, fellow 
workers , neighbors, and acquain
tances to be victorious as well?- Miller 
is pastor, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Humboldt. 

.. 
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Investors could soon 
receive money from 
failed foundation 
Baptist Press 

PHOENIX - Investors in 
the Baptist Foundation of Ari
zona could expect t o r'eceive 
about 40 cents on the dollar as 
early as June under a liquida
tion plan filed F eb. 18 in U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court. That an
nouncement comes the s~me 
day foundati•n officials filed a 
$~00 million lawsuit against 
their former executives, 
lawyers, and the foundation's 
longtim e accounting firm, 
Arthur Anderson. 

A spokesman for the BFA 
estimated the foundation's as
sets will bring between $215 
million and $220 million when 
sold. That falls short of th e 
$590 million the foundation 
owes to about 11,000 investors, 
many of whom are senior citi
zens. 

However, that amount could 
increase considerably, possibly 
by enough to repay the entire 
$590 million owed to investors, 
if the lawsuit against former 
BFA officials and their lawyers 
and accountants is successful. 

"Obviously, our hope is that 
everybody will g,et everything 
back, but I can't speculate on 
how the lawsuit will turn out," 
said Jock Patton, ch airman of 
the foundation's r estructuring 
committee. 

The new proposal has been 
praised by investors, who 
called the first r edistribution 
plan a "scam." • 

Registration begins 
for SBC childcare 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Regi.stra
tion for on-site childcare for 
preschool children of out-of
town messen gers to the 2000 
Southern Baptist Convention 
is now being accepted, Jack 
Wilker son , vice president for 
business and finance of the Ex
ecutive Committee and SBC 
convent ion manager, has an7 

nounced. 
This year's SBC annual 

meeting will be June 13-14 at 
the Orlando (Fla.) Convention 
Center. 

Registration material is avail
able by writing to SBC Preschool 
Childcare, J anine Pflibsen, 
1022 South Orange Blossom 
Trail, Apopka, FL 32712. 

The material will include in
formation about cliildcare poli
cies, hours of operation, fees, 
and registration forms. 

Childcare registration will 
be confirmed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Parents are 
advised to write for registra
tion materials immediately. 

The cost of childcare ser
vices is $5 per child per ses
sion. • 

75 people protest 
youth conference 
Baptist Press 

BRANDON, Fla. - About 
7 5 p eople holding s igns 
protested p eacefully on the 
sidewalk in front of a Southern 
Baptist church where a confer
ence on homosexual issues fac
ing youth was held Feb. 26, ac
cording to a report in the St. 
Petersburg Times. 

The "Love Won Out" confer
ence, sponsored by F ocus on 
the Family, was attended by 
about 700 people at Bell 
Shoals Baptist Church here. 

Conference organizers sent 
out water and soft drinks to 
the protesters, who g~thered 
as participants were leaving 
tne conference around 5:30 
p.m:, the Times reported. 

Five uniforme d deputies 

.. times its budg 

~ 

'e~~~~tl!P!f.J~~;-a:.erea:!s~ ~am~.~ig:n_s :n.aise one . hal.l.dled· .,every cQ,nce:r..n,_, sa,id 'riill 
~'"'"'·''.""'"'·~'~\1!lQ~;iha~tbudget, a rural So1ath~tJ~ · the deacon chairman Gf the cam .. 

ofi:h~t~gqr<:fj. iiti+.l:. less than 200 membe:rs· and committee. "We just were aut 
bn'{)QJat!Jtifn~il_ pastor reached nine t~e~; i,t~ ~'f~Pi~~e~ in prayer, and we encoura~d ever,-

. ,. '"'J;ld@y: ... v,uJtu. :was nervo~s about ,making pledge$ 
~ .. At~tb~-s:aro~ time, Wedgefield (S.C.) Baptist . p.ray about it, and God took care of aU 
Chure4 .1npre-ased in worship and Sunday . tear_s." .. 
School ·aete~dance, missions giving, and desig- · · ·. ~",A(J~j:iti~\g the capital campaign materials to 
n~te.d gifts-tti other "Causes. · • if!\~~~·¢11Lurcb, the committee launched into, the 

C!Tn.~. Darryl Davids just shakes his head last September. At a. kic~-off ban-
...,.,...,fi<>co a: perplexed smile, expressing 4is presented ·a booklet to .church mem-

OVll\~i~]P-'.l¢aS:~~Ptt. $,'!JPprlse. "It's just God~ is .all"' I · . building plans. ,'· , , 
:.said. l4He1s, just really ~verybody to know" ~-veryt'(Ung 

~9B,..~!~. c«?mrounity.~ · their qu,estion§. the 
f~¢:j[).9i in . " P ay 

;;.,.-,,,.c. qu.q.: classro,om, 
. . ' a" ~a'Pit~n .u.<:>. J>\:1,.:) nr(l2'l'·a< 

;by) be .s:t~te Baptist conV!· entr~011; 
X • 

. ·.a on-... trained consultant, Jackie Bta~ ... / _· __ -;to1t>!.{dit'1flle~~ 
ham.· ·. 

i>~\ri~ admits he was nervous. ., . 
"""Out -church had never done commitment ..... ~- .. · .... 

_,..Cl:p;d s p~for-£_, and there were some real fear~ 
· ap·on,l.;:that,",said the pastor, who is also a hn::. .-,·~~t!~~s~it~~ms.: 
. J;Il~ r~sou.rces ma.I)ager at nearby Gold Kis~ ·: ... ·. amount raised througho-ut W~w~~-, 

·-rn.~ . .. ~A:Pd thet;,e: were 'anxie'ties about the sjza · >· i,leeds emphasis:' .. ·V\J\.U'· 

!iP.;iJpm:gn;· We're a pr~tty ~llll;lll ·- ·-l!)ldesigp~ted;· · 

and plainclothes security violence broke out is uncer 
guards were present, and the t~in," r~porteq Southern Bap
protesters 'were not permitted _ tist m.issionary Ray Davidson, 
on church property, the news- who is stationed in Ahuja, fed
paper reported. The protesters eral capital of the massive 
initi a lly had gath ered in a country in West Africa . 
park at the University .of Tam- "Mosques, churches, and busi
pa. nesses have been burned. Hun-

termine whether to · file 
charges. 

Two years ago Litt~·e Red 
River Baptist Association 
elected a moral concerns com
mittee to address issues that 
were a problem around Greers 
F erry Lake and throughout 
Cleburne County. Barry King, 
pas tor of Tumbling Shoals 
Baptist Church, was elected 
chairman of the committee. 

of the gambling laws.'' 
Milligan said -he did 

want to shut dawn the ..,~· .. "~ 
parlors, but King pointed 
that under state law if a colln~ 

plain.t is filed and the snt:!rJ 
fails to address it, he is 
to a $100 fine and ~·~ ~~·"''·.,'"'"'!. 

According to the Times, dreds of vehicles have been de
"both sides seemed intent on stroyed or damaged." 
keeping their interaction~ qui- The seminary campus was 
et and polite." • atta·cked the morning of Feb. 

Baptist seminary 
student killed in riot 
Baptist Press 

KADUNA, Nigeria 
Dozens of people- including ·a 
Bap,tist seminary student -
were killed when riots between 
Christians and Muslims broke 
out Feb. 21 in Kaduna, Nige-
. 

na. 
The n ext morning, a mob 

breached the wall of the Bap
tist seminary ·compound there 
and set all the buildings 
ablaze. 
· The student died when vio
lence broke out between Mus
lim youth and thousands of 
Christians peacefully pr-otest
ing calls for strict Islamic law 
to be implemented in the 
northern Nigerian state. 
Neighboring Zamfara state im
plemented "Sharia" law in Jan
uary, and other northern 
states are considering similar 
moves. 

''When, where, and how the 

22. A gang began throwing 
firebombs into the seminary 
compound about 9 a.m. Within 
an hour, all classrooms, the ad
ministration building, and the 
chapel were burnjng, said 
.Southern Baptist missionary 
Don Copeland. • 

. 

local Baptists 
challenge bingo 
parlor in Arkansas 
Baptist Press 

TlJM.BLING SHOALS, Ark. 
- Baptists. and bingo are 
clashing in Cleburne County, 
Ark. , after an associational 
mor.al concerns committee filed 
complaints with the county 
sheriff. 

Six organizations are hold
ing binge games in the county; 
County Sheriff Wayne Milligan 
is investigating them and will 
file a report with the prosecut
ing attorney when all investi
gations ~e complete. The pros
ecuting attorney will then de-

King, who had previously 
served on the state's interde
nominational Christian Civic 
Action Committee (now the 
Arkansas Faith and Ethics 
Committee) that successfully 
fought casino gambling in 
Arkansas, said three major 
areas of concern. were pornog
raphy, gambling, and alcohol. 

After h'elping close down 
several pornography-related 
businesses, the association set 
its sights on gambling. In 
Arkansas, the only commercial 
gambling that is allowed is 
pari-mutuel betting at race
tracks. Any other form of gam
bling is illegal. 

Seven bingo halls were op
erating in Cleburne County at 

· the time, but King said the 
then-deputy prosecutor would 
not help prosecute the bingo 
operators. When a new deputy 
prosecuta:r took over, King 
asked him what was needed to 
move forward. 

."He said we needed to file a 
complaint," King said. "I filed a 
complaint with the county 
sheriff calling for enforcement 

removal from Qffice,. 
"I don't agree with 

the law, but I think we. ha 
bigger problems that need 
attention," Milligan told 
Heber Springs Sun-Tim 
"Things like drugs, alcouv•o~ 
things like that have had a 
higher priority. As far as 
know, bingo has never h 
anybody in the ·county. Wo'ud 

never gotten a call on a 
parlor." . 

Still, Milligan ordered 
bingo parlors to cease ope~r~ 
tions by Feb. 1. As of March 
they were still in operation. • 

Baptist college 
oHers free tuition 
Special to Baptist & Reflector 

BILLINGS, Mt. -
of Yellowstone Baptist ~u ...... , 
have voted to offer a tui 
free year of attendance nell!ll 
ning with the 2000 fall senlei 
tez: in order to increase 
college's visibility. 

Campus housing is not 
eluded in the free offer, butJ 
dormitory housing is available 
on campus. For informatioQ., 
call1-800-487-9950. • 


