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teens makes tual commitments 

About 2 J ,500 youth, .leaders attend YEC2K 
~ Connie Davis 
aptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Tennessee 
, .. ., ... ., and their leaders filled 
au."'erbilt Gym here for the 
uuu Tennessee Baptist Youth 

angelism Confere'nce or 
C2K last weekend. About 

1,500 participated in main 
ess:10r1s and conferences at six 

churches. 
During sessions the gym be

e the domain of teens as 
ey moved around to greet 

·iends; shoute<;I cheers about 
eir faith; performed the 

ave; laughed at skits, antics, 
~d stories of leaders; and 
lapped, sang with, and 
eered in response to Christ

~n videos and music per
··rmed by the likes of Grammy 
ward winner Rebecc~ St. 

nessee Baptist 
Convention, which 
offers the YEC an
nually, reported 
161 teens made 
professions of faith, 
486 recommitted 
their lives to God, 
and 284 made com
mitments to min
istry/missions. Also 
teens and leaders 
gave about $15,000 
for a missions ef
fort by students in 
Rio d~ Janeiro , 
Brazil, in 2001. 

Main speaker 
Dan Moran, a 

youth evangelist of 
"'Birmingham, Ala., 
told how he was in
volved in church all 
of his childhood, 

, ...... ...,..,, a member of First Bap
Church, Franklin. 

became a Christian TEENS MAKE PROFESSIONS of faith and recommit their lives to God by moving to areas in front of the stage 
at ·age 17, and was and to aisles leading to the stage during a Friday night session. -Photo by Connie Davis · 

.~ They also listened quietly to 
peakers including Dan 
oran, and responded at the 
d of all sessions. by mov-ing 

~ the covered basketball court 
oor to make spiritual commit
lents. 

Kent Shingleton of the Ten-

called to the min-
is try the next year. 

But he ignored that call 
and, after college, went into 
marketilig for a large compa
ny, said Moran. He became 
very successful after 10 years 
there. 

Joe Naylor honored on retitement 
Receiving a plaque during his March 5 retirement reception is 
Joe Naylor, center, director of missions, Dyer Baptist Associa
tion, from Sam Webb, moderator of the association and pas
tor, Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, Halls. Standing with Naylor is 
his wife, Nadene. The reception was held at Hillcrest Baptist 
Church, Dyersburg. Naylor served the association as director 
of missions for 17 years. -Photo by Connie Davis 

One night after a stressful 
day he did something unusual: 
he accompanied some cowork
ers to a bar and drank some al
cohol. On the way home, he 
had a car accident which killed 
two people. It was determined 

-
-his blood alcohol level was over 
the legal limit, although slight
ly. 

Moran was given a six-year 
sentence in prison and he lost 
most of the trappings of his 
success. He served only 99 

days in prison, he said, but the 
experience changed his life. 

"I was just like thousands of 
you here tonight," be declared, 
who find themselves "in the 
wrong place at the wrong time 
- See About, page 4 

State CP lead~rs discuss vision, strategies 
By· Art T oalston 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE- Strategies 
of new vision and partnership 
for helping Southern Baptists 
understand and support the 
Cooperative Program as a cor
nerstone of missions fueled a 
Feb. 23-24 gathering here of 
CP directors from 34 state con
ventions. 

The sessions, anticipated to 
become an annual meeting of 
c~ directors, were sponsored 
by the_ Southern Baptist Con
vention Executive Committee's 
Cooperative Program develop
ment division. 

"Our churches are very mis
sion-minded," said David Han
kins, Executive YCommittee 
vice president of Cooperative 
Program development, "so we 
must deliver the message that 
CP is missions. It's missions in 
their associations. It's missions 

in -their cities. It's missions in 
their states, our nation, and 
around our world." 

Educating Southern Bap
tists anew of the Cooperative 
Program - now celebrating its 
75th anniversary - and its 
centrality to missions is cru
cial, Hankins said, at a time 
when "total CP gifts are up" 
from Southern Baptists across 
the country "but the percent
age given by local churches 
continues to decline." 

Participants in the Feb. 23-
24 CP di!ectors' meeting 
vpiced enthusiasm about the 
gathering and, moreover, the 
current 75th anniversary 
"Partners in the Harvest" em
phasis in Cooperative Program 
promotion by the SBC and the 
state conventions. 

Every state convention and 
SBC entity has signed on to 
participate in "Partners in the 
Harvest" - with fts key goals 

of (1) recording 1 million bap
tisms nationally and interna
tionally this year, (2) involving 
a record number of church 
members in volunteer missions 
projects, and (3) receiving $750 
million in combined CP and 
other missions gifts. 

T e n n e s s e e r----....,..,-__,..,-, 

Baptists are 
getting the 
message about 
"Partners 1n 
the Harvest," 
said Gary Rick
man, ministry 
coo r din at or RICKMAN 
and CP special-
ist for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

"The effort i s helping to 
communicate to the people in 
our churches that the Coopera
tive Program is about eternal 
matters and not just money," 
Rickman said. 
- See State, page 3 
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In tlte Baltamas · 

State men's ministries fe-elers repair clturclt 
For Baptist and Reflector 

CAT ISLAND, Bahamas- The first 
Tennessee Baptist Disaster Relief re
sponse team to the Bahamas following 
Hurricane· Floyd has returned home. 

The team, comprised of Men's Mi~
istries team state trainers and regional di
rectors, was led by Bob Davison, TBC Mis
sions Awareness and Involvement Group 
children's missions awareness specialist. 

Team members included James Brooks 
and John Parker, East Maryville Baptist 
Church, Maryville; Kevin Hale, Immanuel 
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro; Charlie 
Hysinger , North Cleveland Baptist 
Church, Cleveland; Danny Keaton and 
Klyce Nolen, Sylvia, Baptist Church, Dick
son; and Aubrey Wilson, North Jackson 
Baptist Church, Jackson. 

pitch) posed some problems for the volun
teers. Before construction could begin, 
each team member had to build his lad
ders and scaffolding in order to reach the 
peak of the roof and to simply maintain 
footing. All materials ased for the scaffold
ing :were. reusable and left behind fer two 
other churches on the island where teams 
were scheduled to work. 

Team members had their own tools and 
were supplied building materials on site 
which had been shipped in from the Unit
ed States from funds supplied by 1MB Dis
aster Relief funds. 

In addition to their construction, team 
members were able to share in two church 
worship services. They also shared with 
children at a primary school located be
side Mt. Zion Church. 

The team responded to a call from the 
Southern Baptist International Mission 
Board to repair and replace the roof of Mt. 
Zion Baptfst Church on Cat Island in the 
Bahamas. The building was built by 
slaves in the 18th century and was origi
nally built as slave quarters for the De
veaux plantation in the Port Howe a,rea of 
Cat Island. 

PARTICIPA T/NG ON A Disaster Relief re
sponse team to the Bahamas were, from 
left, front row, Charlie Hysinger, Kevin Hale, 
Klyce Nolen, and Jam_es Brooks; back row, 
Bob Davison, John Parker, Aubrey Wilson, 
and Danny Keaton. 

"It was a very different environment, 
but a very satisfying and fulfilling trip," 
Davison noted. 

The tearri accomplished its purpose of I 
repairing the church se me:mbers of Mt. 
Zion could gather again to worship. · 

"The team meinbers feel as 'seed. 
planters,' " Davison shared. "Even though 
there were no decisions recorded, they 
know their work will be important in 

Th~ project consisted of rebuilding the 

roof from the walls up using pressure 
treated lumber, sheathing, and asphalt 
shingles. The steepness of the roof (10-12 · God's Kingdom," he said. • 

California voters .opt 
for marriage over 

• same-sex un1ons 
Baptist Press 

HIGHLAND, Calif. - Pro
family and religious groups 
across California are claiming 
victory after voters overwhelm
ingly approved a measure to 
legally define marriage as only 

. "between a man and a woman." 
. Proposition 22, ''The Limit on 

Marriage" initiative, was ap
proved by 60 percent of Califor
nia's voters. 

Originally, Prop. 22's organiz
ers had called it the "Defense of 
Marriage" initiative, but Califor
nia's attorney general changed 
the name, citing its exclusion of 
same-sex marriages. 

Larry Dotson , president of 
the California Southern Baptist 
Convention, said he was "not at 
all surprised but very pleased" 
with Prop. 22's pass~ge·. 

"I felt the churches were very 
supportive of this proposition up 
and down the state, not only in 
our denomination but in ·many 
churches," said Dotson, pastor of 
Panama Baptist Church, Bak
ersfield. 

"Obviously the people of Cali
fornia wanted to take a stand. 
You don't get that kind of strong 

, 

statement just from churches 
·alone," Dotson continued. "This 
was not a religious issue, it was 
a moral issue. And if 60 percent 
of California votes for something 
then obviously several million 
[voters] that aren't Christians 
joined us." 

Richard Lan.d, president of . 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Ethics & Religious Liberty Com
mission, said the vote was "ex
tremely encouraging for those 
who are committed. to the tradi
tional family as we have under
stood it in the United States and 
as we have received it from Holy 
Scripture." • 

Pro-family groups 
lament gambling 
vote in California 
Baptist Press 

F:ij.ESNO, Calif.- Pro-family 
grou.ps in California, while cele
brating a pro-mai_"riage vote 
March 7, expressed dismay as 
voters approved a proposition 
that would allow Indian tribes to 
expand ·gambling on tribal land'. 

"It won big which means Cali
fornia lost big," said Art Croney, 
executive director and lobbyist 
for the Committee on Moral 
Concerns. "People want to help 
the Indians but they have no 
idea what they've done. Basical
ly with that vote they've turned 
California into a Las Vegas-style 
casino gambling state." 

Croney predicted that it is 
just a matter of time before non
Indians figure out how to cash in 
on casino gambling in Califor
ma. 

"People are not aware of the 
harm that gambling causes. 

. 
They're going to become graphi
cally aware of it in the next 10 
years," Croney said. 

Barrett Duke, of the ERLC, 
also lamented the California 
vote. "Peppering Californi~i with 
casinos will intensify the prob
lems CalifQrnia already experi
ences from legalized gambling . 
Casinos will make billions of dol
lars and local businesses, indi
viduals, and families will suffer," 
he said. • 

CWJC marks third 
anniversary; has 
120-plus si~es 

Baptist Press 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Lives 
are being changed. That's the 
bottom line. As Christian 
Women's Job Corps, a min~stry 
of .woman's Missionary Union, 
marked its third anniversary 
March 1, 2000, leaders could c~l
ebrate that more than 1,350 
women have taken steps to move 
from· homelessness, hopeless
ness, and joblessness to lives 
that include jobs, financial secu
rity, and self-sufficiency. 

. But perhaps a better term 
than self-sufficiency would be 
God-sufficiency, because CWJC 
bases its assistance to women on 
a solid foundation of Bible study 
and spiritual mentoring. Lead
ing women to know Christ as 
personal Savior and to build 
their new lives on him is the 
core of this life-changing pro
gram. 

Since national WMU 
launched the ministry March 1, 
1997, CWJC has spread to 34 
states with more than 120 sites, 
including six in Tennessee, 

presently in operation. Women 
from Montana to Florida are be
ing mentored and nurtured to
ward independence ·as they also 
are taught the Bible and receive 
God's love through Christians 
dedicated to providing this help 
ip. a missions environment. Re
cently two international sites 
have been established with plans 
for more in the near fp.ture. 

. Meeting women where they 
are is the beginning point for 
every CWJC site. Sometimes 
that means dealing .with emer
gency needs, such as housing, 
transportation, and childcare. 
For women who are unprepared 
for employment, job readiness 
classes build job skills and train 
women to know how to find jobs 
and be the type of employee who 
excels at work. • 

Vermont voters 
• re1ect same-sex 

marriages, benefits 
Baptist Press 

MONTPELIER, Vt.- Voters 
across Vermont sent a strong 
message of opposition to state 
lawmakers scheduled to cast 
their own votes on the issue of 
granting legal benefits to homo
sexual couples. 

More than 50 of Vermont's 
246 communities voted March 7 
in opposition to same-sex mar
riages, and fewer than 10 towns 
recommended that the state leg
islature approve legal benefits 
for homosexual couples. 

The non-binding votes were 
considered by many lawmakers 
to be a bellwether vote on legisla
tive deliberations slated during 
the week of March 13. • 



To respond to chanKing culture 

· Professor says youth .ministry will change 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

CHATTANOOGA - To 
reach youth, new methods 
must be employed by the 
church because culture in the 
United States is changing, said 
Allen Jackson, associate pro
fessor of youth education, New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theologi:
cal Seminary. 

· Jackson spoke at Conclave 
2000, a meeting of youth work
ers and ministers from four 
states held recently in Chat
tanooga. He suggested several 
methods to reach youth in the 
next several decades. based on 
research of youth culture. 

Youth in the future 
Youth in the future will be 

raised by "vir
tual parents," 
or people who 
care for them 
because their 
parents are 
absent or 
checking in 
and· out of 
their lives. An JACKSON 
example of a virtual parent is 
a day care worker or a parent 
in touch with a child via com
puterized monitors, he said. 

A great paradox is that in 
the future, parents will be 
more able to be in touch with 
children through computerized 
devices, but will be checking 
~n and out of their lives be
cause of demands OI\_their 
time, he said. Youth also will 

have more demands on their 
time from technology. 

According to Jackson, these 
youth will experience a loss of 
boundaries and relationships, 
leading to an increased need 
for a sense of belonging. 

Teens in the future will 
place less value on 

ities, he said. 
The need for family-based 

activities will rise as demands 
on families separate them 
more of the time, said Jackson. 
Examples of family-based ac
tivities are a commitment ser
vice to which families are in-

of the millennium. 
Jackson suggested even 

senior trips should be coupled 
with missions activities. He 
also endorsed the dream of 
Richard Ross of Life Way Chris
tian Resources. His proposal is 
for churches to develop funds 

for children which would 
knowing information 
and more value on know
ing where to access it 
and how to apply it to 
their life setting. Also, 
youth and adults will be 
clashing over societal 
and legal rights because 
of the negative behavior 
of some teens. 

To reach youth in the future, provide 
pay for their missions 
ventures when they be
come teens. 

~ family-based activities 

~ missions-based projects 

~ relationship-building activities 

~ purposeful evangelism strategies 

~ leadership training/opportunities 

Negative behavior of 
teens will be aggravated by 
computerized virtual reality, 
added Jackson, which allows 
simulations on computers. The 
simulations can lead a teen to 
believe actions are without 
cons~quences. 

The , negative behavior of 
youth will lead many families 
to resort to homeschooling. 
And legal matters will invade 
many areas of life, Jackson 
suggested. Churches will face 
risk management issues. 

Finally, gender and sexual 
issues will continue to be con
siderations of society, he said . 
Schools can have religious 
clubs but also may have clubs 
fot gay students, he said. 

To recreh these youth 
> Churches should begin 

·offering family-based activi
ties aloag with age level activ-

vited during a camp for youth 
or a demonstration game for 
families as part of a sports ac
tivity. 

,... Missions-based proj-
ects are needed in the future, 
said Jackson, Because fewer 
churches offer missions organi
zations for teens. He referred 
to the decline of Acteens and 
Challengers. 

Missions-based activities 
are needed to prepare young 
people to become missionaries. 
Most curre·nt missionaries 
were influenced in their com
mitment through Acteens and 
Challengers; he noted. 

Another reason missions
based projects are needed is 
to respond to the 9,400 youth 
who said they were open to 
missions service at Youth
Link events held at the turn 

Ross also hopes youth 
will be willing to serve 
as long as Mormon 
young adults, two years. 
This kind of experience · 
would allow youth to 
work with missionaries, 
giving them the opportu-

nity to "see Jesus with skin 
on," said Jackson. 

,... Relationship-building 
activities will reach youth in 
the future because relation
ships will be precious in an in
creasingly technological future, 
he reported. The dynamic of 
friendship has always been 
powerful, he added. 

Coffeehouses are popular 
because of this· need, Jackson 
proposed. A coffeehouse should 
be relatively unstructured and 
provide a refuge. Adult work
ers should participate, he said: 
to develop more than just a 
teen club. Workers should be 
trained in conversational 
skills, he added. _ 

> Purposeful evange-
lism strategies should .be em
ployed. These strategies will 
help churcHes develop Sunday 

Schools and give Christian 
teens a good choice among the 
many choices available to 
them. He noted youth are 
busy, so busy they are using 
electronic organizers. 

Christian youth can be in
troduced to the concept that 
their schools are missions 
fields, said Jackson. They can 
be trained to identify conversa
tional cues which provide an 
opportunity to witness. 

>- Youth workers shoul~ 
develop teen leaders from 
their youth group to capital
ize on the fact that youth are 
accepting more responsibilities 
in an increasingly complex 
world. 

. Developing teen leaders 
capitalizes on the fact that 
youth are "uniquely ministers," 
said Jackson. Finally, this ap
proach prepares teeils to be 
adults, he added. 

Involving youth as leaders, 
even in planning and strategiz
ing, is harder than excluding 
them, Jackson acknowledged. 
But they can offer some unique 
abilities, such as research and 
accessing information. B&R -
For more information, contact 
Jackson at ajackson@nobts .
edu, 1-800-NOBTS-01 , or ac
cess more of his research at 
www.nobts.edu/ymi. _ 

Retirecl pastor still going strong at 80 State CP leaders discuss • • • 

For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Around Rosedale 
Baptist Church, Everette Hooper is 
known as the "Mother Teresa" of 
Rosedale. 

Hooper was pastor of the south 
Nashville church for 22 years during 
the 1970s and 1980s. He retired in 
1990. He is now pastor emeritus. 

During his pastorate a number of 
special ministry programs were in
stituted, including Meals-on-Wheels 
and the Rosedale child care pro
gram, both of which are still in force. 

Though retired Hooper has. re
mained as a member of Rosedale and 
still coordinates the weekly prepara
tion and delivery of 48 meals to 
shut-ins in the community. During 
those visits, he also takes time to 
pray and fellowship with the people. 

EVERETTE HOOPER interacts with children at Rosedale 
Baptist Church's child care program. The retired pastor 
will celebrate his BOth birthday March 19. 

He also helps every day with the 
child care program at the church as well. 

"Everette Hooper is a role model for any pas
tor, active or retired. His heart for· understand
ing and addressing ministry needs has set the 

I 

example for our church and our Rosedale fellow-
ship has become a lighthouse of Christ-like love 
in our community," said Marshall Kennedy, the 
Rosedale pastor who succeeded Hooper. 
Kennedy also serves as director of the child care 
program which has nearly 100 children enrolled. 

Dan Johnson, minister of music at Rosedale 
since 1981, takes responsibility for putting the 

"Mother Teresa" label on Hooper. 
"To watch him interact. with people, especial

ly children, and see how they love and trust him, 
just made me think of that gentle soul," Johnson 
said. «But of course, Jesus is the example Bro. 
Hooper follows," Johnson added. 

Rosedale Church will celebrate Hooper's 80th 
birthday on March 19. During the 11 a.m. wor
ship hour, church members, fami~~· and friends 
will give testimony on how the "Lord has used 
Hooper in their lives. A celebration dinner will 
follow. • 

- Continued from page 1 
"Tennessee churches are 

getting this message. Since the 
"Partners" material was 
mailed in December, a number 
of om; churches are making 
commitments each week," 
Rickman said. • 

Hankins r eported that the 
CP state directors gave input 
for developing a <'best practice" 
consensus of Cooperative .Pro
gram promotion in the state 
conventions and in local 
churches. 

"Our goal i s to develop a 
strategy that will effectively 
promote the CP in every 
Southern Baptist church," 
Hankins said, with resources 
to "intertwine ·CP promotion in 
all of their publications and 
communication." 

<<A <best practice' strategy 
should include the church pro
viding contemporary, age-sen
sitive materials and using var
ious forms of media, printed 
and electronic, to continually 
keep CP missions and min
istries before their people," 
Hankins reflected. ((Special 
emphases like Partners in the 
Harvest, along with the spring 
and fall missions offerings for 

national and international 
missions, should also be a reg
ular part of a church's calen
dar." 

A number of resources al
ready are available from the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and the SBC Executive Com
mittee's Cooperative Program 
development division. 

The supply of materials 
used for the Partners in the 
Harvest promotion is going 
fast, Rickman said. 
. To order materials, call 1-
800-558-2090 and speak to 
Rickman or Jane Garvin. Ma
terials can also be obtained by 
visiting the TBC Web site at 
www. tnbaptist. org. 

During th eir Nashville 
meeting, CP directors agreed 
to continue using the Partners 
in the Harvest theme to pro
mote cooperative missions and 
ministries. Voicing gratitude 
that local pastors have been 
very receptive to this renewed 
emphasis on partnership, Han
kins noted, "If we are going to 
fulfill Jes us' command to go 
into all the world, we must 
take our partnership to a new 
level." • - Lonnie Wilkey con
tributed to this story. 
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93 J teens make spiritual commitmen~s 

About 2 J -,500 you h~ leaders ••• 
- · Continued from page 1 

· doing the wrong thing with the 
wrong people." 

Two kinds of people exist, he 
said, those who are running 
with God and those who are 
running from God, referring to 
Jonah in the Bible. 

He observed some of the 
teens in the crowd may be at
tending the YEC to experience 
a weekend away from their 
parents. When presented with 
Christianity they say "that's 
not my style, not me." -

"Y ou've done the religious 
stuff but you don't have a rela
tionship." 

Many of the students at
tending YEC may be Chris
tians, stated Moran, but they 
are playing the religious game 
or church game, ''living one life 
at church and another out o.n 
the street." 

Like Jonah, they know what 
God wants them to do, '1lut you 
want to live life your own way." 

Moran told the teens they 
shouldn't let guilt keep them 
from God's mission for their lives. 

On Saturday, Moran called 
the youth to be the light of t~e 
world, referring to the meeting 
theme, "Core Radiation." To do 
this they should trust God for 
the minute details of their 
lives by following Proverbs 3:1-
12. This Scripture, he said, di
rects people to establish them
selves totally with God so they 
will have peace, successful re
lationships, intelligence, reach 
their potential, and attain 
~their own good. 

"Release the pressures of the 
world and live under the prin
ciples (of God)," he said. 

In the area of relationships, 
Moran said many teens feel 
God is withholding dating rela:. 
tionships. 

''God's not holding you back 
from dating; God's holding you 

~ 

for somebody." 
He encouraged them to work 

with other ethnic groups and 
evangelical groups. He warned 
the students to watch how they 
interact with people, especially 
at· school, where a Christian 
witness is needed. 

They should not rely on 
their understanding, he contin
ued. "Be smart enough to un
derstand you are not as smart 
as you think you are." 
· In reaching their potential, 
he said, success must be cou
pled with stewardspip. 

"Stewardship has .nothing to 
do with · money, but it has 
everything to do with lifestyle." 

Finally, Moran asked the 
students to be ready and will
ing for God to discipline them. 

Other leaders 
Musician Rebecca St. James 

stated she was a virgin and en
couraged the teens to remain 
virgins until marriage or be
come "recycled virgins" through 
God's· forgiveness. 

She also reported on a tnis-. 
sions experience with orphans 
in Romania, encouraged those 
who were not Christians to 
make that decision, and 
warned against peer presstire. 

Ted and N ancie Lowe of 
Cumming, Ga., performed dra
ma on divorce, dating, and peer 
pressure . 

Winner and runner-up of 
the 1999 Tennessee Baptist 
Youth Speakers Tournament, 
Laura Moore, Charleston Bap-

. tist Church, Charleston; and 
Daniel H<;>lslnger, Broadmoor 

Baptist Church, Memphis, pre
sented their speeches. B&R 

PARTICIPATING in an activity during a session are membefs o\ 
New Salem Baptist Church, ·soddy-Daisy, from left, Chris Roddy, 
Alan Cline, Misty Hickman, and La~:~ren Riley. 1 

STEVE NELSON of the Ethics and Religious Uberty 
talks with Sara McFarlin, center, Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church 
B_helbyvil/e; and Connie Jackson, Mercer Baptist Church, Mercer. 
about rice bowl banks for hunger relief. Allison Nelson looks on. 

Wilson's Church Interiors, since 1982! 
Pews= New·+ Refinishing·+ Upholstering 

Steeples, Baptistries, Furniture, 
Carpet, Chairs 

Call1-800-844-1911 ' 
www.pews.net 

TOLL FREE 
, ·800-446-7 400 

FAX: 804-822·2210 Stoepln 
P.O. BOX 2250 • Oanvale, Virginia 24541 

MEMBERS OF Grace Baptist Church, Pleasant View, respond during a session ·at Vanderbilt Gym. 
e-mail: wilway@peop.tdsnet.com 

Groups - Call Keller's Country 
Dorm Resort, Eureka Springs, Ar1<, 
for excellent seats at The Great 
Passion Play, plus lodging, recre· 
ation, and meals. All for just $36 
each. Details: 1-800-859-8952. 

WMU get-together .set for April 7-9 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - "The Right 
Words at the Right Time" is the 
theme if the annual Tennessee 
Woman's Missionary Union ·Mis
sions Get-Together April 7-9 at 
the Gatlinburg Convention Cen
ter. 

Jaye Martin of the North 
American Mission Board will -
lead Bible study while Nancy 
Allen of Nashville will serve as 
worship leader. 

Featured missionaries in
clude Cindy and Rick Jenkins of 
Mexico, Debbie Cannada of West 
Virginia, Deborah Nichols of 
Uruguay, and Rollin Delap of 
Nashville. 

The event offers conferences 
on a variety of topics as well as 
general sessions on Friday and 
Saturday nights, and Sunday 
morning. 

The . Tennessee WMU annual 
meeting will be held on April 8 
·at 10 a.m. 
. The registration cost of the 
WMU Missions Get-Together is 
$15 (before March 24) and $20 
after that date. 

For more information, call 
Tennessee WMU at 1-800-558-
2090.• 

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet 

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

& PEW UPHOLSTERY 
Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
in MS TOLL FREE 1·800·624·9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1·800·821·7263 

' 

...,~<::::,... BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1·800-251-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE.CHATIANOOGA, TN 37415 

L IFEWAY'S EXCLUSIVE Bus SOURCE 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. 
328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 

Available in 20' to 37' models 
(12 to 47 passengers, New & Used) 

(800) 370-6180 
• 

(615) 376-2287 

• LifeWay Discount 
• We rent new bus~s 
• We buy used buses 
www. carpenterbus.com 

Sinc,e 1953 

"We specialize in church buses" 

Very low monthly cost 
Female, Nontobacco, Select Class 1 

Age $100,000 $250,000 
40 9.45 17.06 
55 18.99 40.91 
70 52.59 124.91 

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPIER 
Knoxville, 1-800-274-0776 

Baptist & Reflector advertiser since 1989 

G·2000 10 (policy rorin no< eo-ACT 790, 8Q-RCT981) 
RCTgeo. ACTGg70 (CA & NJ) Is a term life Insurance pol 

w~h guaranteed level premiums for 10 years. (Nol al 
are available In all stales.) Illustrated monthly pram! 

shown are for female, nonlobacco, selecl class 1. J k 
Jtssu'ea by The Old Line Life lnsuranca Company of Arnllri 

Milwaukee, WI. Premiums increase at the eod of 11M 
I auaranteted term if policy Is renewed. Premiums for o1118 

rate classes. age, and payment plans are available upor 
I reQuest Death benef~ remains level and Ia payable In ur. 

or installments, II so elected. The Insurance eottil*l' 
conlesl the policy for lwo years from date or polcy • 
for material mlstatemenls or omissions on lhe appllca 
Oealh benefit payable from any cause, excepl auldlle 

I wi1~orn first lwo policy years. In lhe evenl of suidcle In 11M 
two years, pohcy benefrt Is ~mrted 10 return of pramPI 

Not avaHable In all stales. 



uest eclitorial 
• 

Tragic stories result from demand for drugs · 
Barrett Duke 

It was a beautiful day. Two
ar-old D.J. must have had 
my ideas about how h e was 
.ng to enjoy it. Little did he 

that his father's plans for 
day would end his life and 

,.,."1, ... his father's life forever. 
dad needed drugs. In a des
ate attempt to satisfy his 
ving, D.J.'s dad buckled him 

his one-year-old brother in 
back seat of the car and 
looking for a drug pusher . 

found the drug pusher 
on the street, but instead of 

pa:mg the pusher the money 
he was handed the drugs, 

sped off. The drug pusher, 

Donald was convicted of reck
less aggravated assault and · 
reckless endangerment. The 
drug pusher was charged with 
first ·degree murder. D.J. is 
dead. 

Whether we choose to blame 
the pusher or the user, one 
thing seems certain. As long as 
there is a demand for drugs, we 
will cQntinue to hear of tragic 

sist the call to experiment with 
alcohol, tobacco, and illicit 
drugs. Christians fail to allow 
this fruit of the Spirit to help 
them when they give way to the 
urge to lry these deadly sub-

. stances .. Often, the person who 
tries these drugs never thinks 
that any harm wil! come from 
it. 

·But it is time for us all to ac-

when his future teenage child 
follows his example, and while 
driving in a drunken stupor, 
dies in a fiery crash on some 
darkened highway. Whether or 
not people who use these drugs· 
anticipate these results, the sad 
truth is that these substances 

. breed tragedy every day. 
We must all accept r·esponsi

bility for the choices that we 
stories like this 
one. Though we 
should do every- f 
thing we can to 

re· a~·========~~~~~K~~~· ~»=~··~- ~- -~- ~,-~~==~~~=·"~~=~·="~~~~"· ==~ make.Godsayshe 
can help us make 

eliminate the 
availability of 
drugs, it seems ~ 
certain that they ~ 
will always be 
around. 1 

Substance Abuse 
Prevention Sunday 

Marchl9 
"Self-Control is the fruit of the Spirit" 

Galatians 5;23, NIV 

,. the right choices. 
> Will you let his Start with a smile 

by this act, pulled his 
and fired at the escaping " Some greedy ,~~~·~--~-- · ~~."r."~-""~ ... ~,""~·,,,"'~"'-~- ,.~ •.. ,.~ ..... ~ .• ~~-···'~"'~~-.. R~ ... , •• ,!'\!ll.!;'J ~--·m .. !l!!/, .. ~ ..•• 1!!:!,~!!!." .•. "-.. -~ ••• !f!l\'c"''''l!ll, •. "'=w-="!''!r·o·!e"M,., . ~ 

Spirit help you to 
resist the urge to 
try that drug, to 
smoke that ciga
rette, to chew that 
tobacco, or to take 
that drink? 

Prospective guest to inn
keeper: "How much is a room?" 
Innkeeper: "Fifteen dollars a 
night. It's $5 if you make your 
own bed." Guest: ((I'll make my 
own bed." Innkeeper: ((Good, I'll 
get you some nails and wood." 

. The bullet pierced the car 
struck little D.J. in the 

He died in his father's ..... -. 
, a victim of his fatn~r's crav-

' for drugs. 
o one believes that D.J.'s 

intended for his son to 
on that beautiful sunny day. 

thought probably never 
crossed his mind. Yet that 

what happened. Donald 
~ll'Il•~a that day that his inabil

to resist ·the grjp of drugs on 
' own life had cost the life of 

innocent child, his own son. 

people will look 
for any .opportunity to make 
moaey, regardless of the dam
age th:ey infliet. Nevertheless, 
just because we may: not be able 
to get rid of all the drugs, that 
doesn't mean we have to use 
them. 

The Bible tells us that self
control is available to us. Gala
tians 5:23 tells us that it is a 
fruit of the Spirit. In other 
words, for those who know Je
sus Christ as their Savior there 
is within them the ability tore-

that process is going to be fol
lowed by a personal interview. 
Remember, an interview doesn't 
mea,n a call from the church, 
rather it means that the commit
tee is treati:ng the prospect with 
worth. 

Pastor search committees 
should -never request tapes from 
any prospect until they have 
narrowed their list to three or 
four persons. Having asked for 

:es;s needs changing tapes , the committee s hould 
I have served as a director of make it clear that they would 
ssions for 24-plus years and f~llow up with ~ personal inter
ve worked with many pastor _ VI~w befo~e casting the prospect 
U'Ch committees. In these past as_1de. Th1~ proces~ puts person

I have tried to guide the ahty to vmce or actio~ on tape. It 
nmittees to treat pastors and treats the prospect With wo~h. 
lff as individuals and persons Let me encourage committees 
worth. to look at their process. Remem-
In the past five to eight years her tha~ God ~ails people, not 

,~.,.~witnessed a trend by com- eleC:.tromc dev1~es. Put t~e hu
tte4e.s that has been disturb- man petsoaahty back 1n tb.e 
~.The trend has been ·and still process. 

Bill H .. Smith, DOM 
Western District Baptist Assoc. 

of trying to call God's man to 
!d's church by use of video or 
1dio tapes. The individual's 
rsonality i s void in this 
~thod. Of course, this is the 
sy way. There is no travel, no 
al effort has to be made in 
tding out the type of pastor or 
regiver this man is. I am 
raid that many of God's ser
~nts have been overlooked 
1en the$e devices are used to 
ing committees to decision 
aking. 
The pastor search committee 
perhaps the most important 

mmittee that a church selects. 
1ey have a tremendous respon
bility to their church and to 
ld. It is fine to request tapes 
om prospective candidates if 

Paris 38242 

Supports Land 
In a recent letter to the Bap

tist and Reflector, Dr. Richard 
Land, president of the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission, 
was criticized for his statements 
supporting the 1998 family 
amendment to the Baptist Faith 
and Message. His statements ap
peared in the November/Decem
her issue of Light. 

The executive committee of 
the ERLC would like to express 
.support for Dr. Land and his 
outstanding leadership. We also 
express our sY.pport for his posi
tion on submission as stated in 

cept the reality that the deci
sions we make today_ may affect 
us and those around us forever. 
I a m sure that the young 
woman who starts smoking cig
arettes never thinks that she 
will become so addicted to nico
tine that she cannot quit smok
ing even during her pregnancy, 
affecting her little baby for life. 

The young man who decides 
to have his first beer probably 
never thinks that his decision 
may one day result in tragedy 

that issue of Light. For many 
people the culture of toqay h as 
very much influenced the inter
pretation of Scripture. We are 
most grateful for Southern Bap
tist leaders such as Dr. Land 
who call the people of God back 
to Scripture interpreting cul
ture. 

The ERLC has been charged 
by the Southern Baptist Conven
tion to assist Southern Baptists 
in applying Christian principles 
in every relationship and area of 
life. Take note of some of these 
areas: family life, religious liber
ty, pornography, drugs and alco
hol abuse, gambling, and more. 

In light of diverse multicul
turalism and radical humanism 
the task of the ERLC is unenvi
able. We say "thank God" for Dr. 
Land and the ERLC staff who, 
with integrity and biblie?al ~chol
arship, kelp to keep Southern 
Baptists anchored to the Word of 
God and the cross of J esus 
Christ. 

Ben Wilkes Jr. 
trustee chairman, ERLC 

Union 'City 38261 

True Love Waits 
Once again on Valentine's 

Day, young people across Ameri
ca expressed tbeir commitment 
to remain sexually abstinent un
til marriage. True Love Waits 
signs were displayed in church 
members' yards in many loca
tions throughout the nation to 
remind the world th~tt there are 
students who hold to God's in
tent for sexual purity. 

True Love Waits has b_een a 
leader in the sexual abstinence 

Take this truth 
The person who claims to be 

an "independent" should try 
living without electricity, auto
mobiles, and sliced bread! 

If you have nev
er started, let God help you re
s!st. If you already have taken 
steps down this road to tragedy 
for you or. som eone you love, 
turn to God for help and find 
the self-control to decide to stop, 
and then find sqmeone to help 
you to stay drug free. 

· Memorize this Scripture 
"We are labourers together." 

--I Corinthians 3:9 
It's not only good for you. It's 

good for those around you. • 
- Duke is director of denomina- · 
tiona! relations for the Southern 
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, based in Nashville. 

· Pray this prayer 

movement and to date h as in
volved 86 other cooperaling min
istries. The results have been 
significant. Dramatic changes 
have been documented in na
tional treBds in teenage preg
nancies, sexually transmitted 
diseases, and sexual activity. 

Young people are looking to 
God's Word for solution s an.d 
finding ways to transform their 
culture. 

Southern Baptists can contin
u e to en courage our youth at 
this year's Southern Baptist 
Convention in Orlando. The first 
True Love Waits commitment 
cards were displayed in the sum
mer of 1994 at the Orlando Con
vention Center. On June 13, -
2000, True Love Waits yard 
s igns will be displayed at the 
convention center. The goal is to 
display a yard s~gn from every 
church that has participated in 
True Love Waits. The signs will 
include signatures of students in 
each church who have made a 
commitment to sexual purity. 

Order your yard sign from 
LifeWay Christian Resources (1-
800-458-2772) and obtain signa
tures of students participating 
in True Love Waits. Mail your 
sign to David Flatt, Minister of 
Youth; Parkway Baptist Church; 
9000 Lake Underhill Road; Or
l ando, FL 32825 to arrive by 
June 1. Let's show our young 
people we believe in the stand 
they are taking for sexual absti
nence until marriage. 

James T. Draper Jr. 
president 

Life Way Christian Resources 
Nashville 37234 

_"Lord, help us to remember 
we are bound together in a 
bundle of life." • - Wood can 
be e-mailed at docfred1 @Juno.
com 

Partnership. 
Prayer Requests 
March 
16 - Pray for David 

Fairchild, son of IMB mis
sionaries Sharon and Ray 
Fairchild of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. David is undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

17 - Pray for Donald and 
Sharon Goforth, NAMB mis
sionaries in Kingston, On
tario, Canada. Ask God to 
send people to their Bible 
studies. 

18 - Pray for Art and Dottie 
Dennis, 1MB ISC Nicaragua 
disaster response volunteer 
coordinators as they sched
ule r ecovery projects to help 
victims of Hurricane Mitch 
in Nicaragua. 

19 -· Pray for the Baptist 
churches in Fatima, Portu
gal, who will present evan
gelistic opportunities on 
May 13 to two million 
Catholic pilgrims. 

20 - . Pray for the Ministers 
of Missions Conference to be 
held March 29-31 at First 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 

21 - Praise God for Donna 
Lynn Tam of Delta, British 
Columbia, Canada, who re
cently spoke on True Love 
Waits to two girls' PE class
es at a local junior high 
school. 

22 - Pray for new pastors 
serving churches in the Bap
tist State Convention of 
Michigan. 

-



BF&M committee 
' 

to release stucly 
report in May 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Seeking to 
give constituents enough time to 
"familiarize themselves" with 
their report, the Baptist Faith & 
Message study committee plans 
to release its· report to Southern 

· Baptists in May. 
Adrian Rogers, pastor of 

Bellevue Baptist Church, 
Cordova, and chairman of the 
BF&M committee, told Baptist 
Press he anticipate_s. "rank and 
file of the Southern Baptist fam
ily will be very happy with this 
document." Rogers declined to 
discuss the committee's progress 
or findings since deliberations 
are continuing. 

The committee met March 2-3 
at the SBC building in Nashville, 
the second meeting of the 15-
member group appointed by s~c 
President Paige Patterson last 
August. Rogers said the commit
tee will meet one more time; in 
the spring, and again just before 
the annual me~ting of the SBC 
in Orlando, Fla., in June. 

The committee's findings will 
be presented to the SBC annual 
meeting for a vote by messengers. 

Rogers said the May re
lease date for the committee's 
report will give "constituents 
enough time to famili'arize 
themselves with the report 
and then give an intelligent 

MAJOR 
MEDICAL 

Dr. Co-pay 
Includes Lab & X-ray 
(~co-pay Drug Card 
c~$10.00 Co-pay on· 
Vision Exams 
•Co-pay on 
Annual Physicals 

(800) 942-5160 

reaction at the convention." 
Authorized by the 1999 annu

al meeting of the SBC in At
lanta, in a 2,327-1,963 vote, the 
committee was given instruc
tions to review the document 
and report back in 2000. 

The BF&M, originally adopt
ed in 1925 and revised in 1963, 
had its first addition in 1998 at 
the Salt Lake City annual meet
ing when a family/marriage arti
cle was adopted. Although 
Southern Baptists have no creed, 
the BF&M has generally been 
seen as an objective statement 
of the beliefs of the nation's · 
largest evangelical group. • 

. 
WMU ·receives 
Carver School 
funcls from SBTS 
Associated -Baptist Press 

NASHVJLLE - Nearly $1 
million in endowment funds has 
been transferred from control of 
Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary to Woman's Mission
ary Union as part of a formal 
mediation over the disputed as
sets of the Carver School of 
Church Social Work. · 

Though the mediation report
edly took place last summer, of
ficiais of Southern Seminary and 
WMU have refused to speak 
publicly about the matter since 
then. Sources familiar with the 
negotiations said a gag order 
was iaeluded as .part of the deal 
at the request ofthe seminary. 

The transfer of $928,541 from 
the Southern Baptist Founda
tion to the WMU Foundation 
does appear in WMU's audited 
financial report for last year, 
however. That audit, which 
must be submitted each year to 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's Executive Committee, is a 
public record. It was available 
for review during ·the Executive 
Committee's Feb. 21-22 meeting. 

In 1998, the sem~nary sold 
the Carver School name and cer

-tain undisclosed assets to Camp
bellsville University, a Kentucky 
Bapt:lst school. 

Southeastern Bus Co. 
"Over 15 Years in Business" 

Church Buses 
Largest Eldorado Dealer 

in the Southeast 

Check our Low Prices 

1-800-423-9826 or 
1-.800-795-6682 

Clinton, MS *. New Orleans, LA * Atlanta, G·A 

·''New Millennium. 
l\T8w Wonders.'' 

Great Com.m.ission Week 
April 11-13,2000 

"Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! 
Because I am doing something in your days-

You would not believe if you were told." Habakkuk 1:5 

Join us at Southern Seminary as we are ~mboldened to 
follow our Lord's Great-Commission mandate of missions, 
evangelism and church growth through workshops, 
missionary presentations and chapel services led by: 

Aprilll 

April12 

April 13 

D. Jam~s.Kennedy 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
AI Gilbert 
SBC International Mission Board 
Richmond, Virginia 
Kevin Cosby 
St. Stephen Baptist Church -
Louisville, Kentucky 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
(502) 897-4121 · V?Sit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 

The funds in question origi
nated as part of the WMU Train
ing School, which was founded in 
Louisville in 1907. At that time, 
women were not allowed to en
roll as students at the seminary. 

In 1952, the training school 
was renamed Carver School of 
Missio:p.s and SoCial Work. Then 
in 1963, by action of messengers 
to the SBC annual meeting, the 
Carver School was merged into 

. Southern Seminary. At that 
time WMU took action to have 
endowment funds set aside for 
the Carver School be sent to 
SBTS. The trust .agreement stip
ulated funds would return to 

' WMU if the SBC ceased to con-
duct such a school. • 

CLASSIFIED 

CREDIT CARD STRESS? Lower 
· payments. Reduce and eliminate 
interest. Non-profit. Free co.nfi
dential consultation. American 
Credit and Debt Management, 1-
800-422-9243. 

* * * 

PASTOR: First Baptist Cnurch of 
Hopkinsville, Ky., is prayerfully 
seeking applic?tnts for pastor: 
Please send resume to : FBC 
Pastor Sea·rch Committee, 1400 
S,outh Main· St., Hopkinsville, KY 
42240. 

* * * 

NEEDED: Bivocational pastor for 
Woodstock Baptist Church. Send 
resume to Pulpit Search Commit
tee, 2315 Fite ~d., Memphis, TN 
38127. 

* * * 

YOUTH MINISTER: Bivocational 
youth minister needed. Send re
sume to Billy Harrald, Grace Bap
tist Church, P.O. Box 483, Milling
ton, TN 38083. 

* * ·• 
YOUTH MINISTER: First Baptist 
Church, Gleason is in search for 
a bivocational youth minister. The 
search committee will begin re
viewing resumes March 15. 
Please send resumes or names 
to Kenny Carr, 216 Orchard St., 
Gleason, TN 38229. Phone (901) 
648-5387 (home) or (90 1} 648-
5601 (church). 

* * * 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN: First 
Baptist Church is seeking full-time 
minister of preschool/children re
sponsible for organizing activities 
of infants through sixth grade. Re
quirements include personal and 
organizational skills, college/sem
inary or e·quivalent, relocation re
quired. Send resumes to First 
Baptist Church, Attn. Personnel 
Committee, 1400 W. Jackson St., 
Ozark, MO 65721 by March 31. 

* * * 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: A Christian, 
loving chu rch dedicated to the 
service of God is prayerfully seek
ing a part-time music ·director, 
who will be eharged with the re
sponsibility of providing worship
ful music for all §ervices and de
partments~ of the church. Salary 
will commensurate with experi
ence. Please mail or fax resumes 
to: Personnel Committee, 
Bethany Baptist Church, 3586 
Highway 72 North, Loudon, TN 
37774, fax (423) 458-5420. 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: First B 
tist Church, Joelton, 15 mi 
north of Nashville, needs full-t 
minister of music. New sanctt 
(seats 1 ,000), new choir su 
Needs skills in praise/worship ; 
handballs . Dual a.m. servic 
Send resume to P .0. Box 
Joelton, TN 37080. 

* * * 
SINGLES MINISTER: Lar:ge, n 
ti-ministry oriented church se 
ing minister of singles with exp 
ence. Must be able to relate t 
wide-range of ages and hav 
passion for evangelism and bt 
ing small groups. Send resumt 
Personnel Committee, Calv 
Baptist Church, 331 Clevelc 
St., Clearwater, FL 33755. 

* * * 
NEEDED: Missionary-mine 
couple to serve the Lord h 
Christian home (not-a .t:leha\ 
modification facility) that has bt 
meeting the physical, emotio1 
and spiritual needs of ctlildren 
103 years. Compemive sal 
and compensations include ho 
ing, food, insurance, ar;1d ret 
ment. Call Jerry Taylor, Pair 
Home for Children, (601) 3, 
5216. . 

* * * 

YOUTH MINISTER: Sought fc 
vibrant, gro~ing suburban chUI 
Youth group of 80+ has sigr 
cant opportunity for growth. Se 
nary degree required. Send 
sume and cover. letter indica! 
general philosophy of youth n 
istry to First Baptist Churct 
Newport News, 12716 Warv-. 
Blvd., Newport News, VA 23€ 
Or submit via e-mail by sene 
them to staff®fbcnn.0rg. 

* * * 
YOUTH MINISTER: Fairmo 
Memorial Baptist Cht:uch is lo 
ing for a full-time minister 
youth. Our membership is 60 
in a growing metropolitan ar 
Send resumes te FMBC, 4~ 
Ravenswood Rd., Richmond, 
23222 or fax (804) 329-25 
Telephone (804) 329-5420. 

* * * 
MUSIC MINISTER: Bak 
Grove Baptist Church is see~ 
part-time music minister, Her 
tage/Mt. Juliet area. Send_1 
sume to Bakers Grove Bap 
Church, 3562 Earhart Rd., 
Juliet, TN 37122 or call (6 
883-5039. 

* * * 

MUSIC MINISTER: Temple B 
tist Church is seeking a part-tl 
minister of music. Please cal 
send resume to Music Sea 
Committee, Temple Bap 
Church, 110 Park Circle, I 
Hickory, TN 37138, (615) 8 
5091. 

* * * 

PIANO PLAYER: A Christi 
loving church dedicated to 
service of God is prayerfully se 
i~g a piano player to provide 1 

sic for all services of the chUI 
Salary will commensurate with 
perience. Please mail or fax 
sumes to: Personnel Commit! 
Bethany Baptist Church, 3! 
Highway 72 North, Loudon, 
37774, fax (423) 458-5420. 

, 



at aboUt 
lte Antichrist? 

Focal Passage: Revelation 13:1-10, 16-17 
'hroughout church history, various individuals 

been identified as "The Antichrist." Napoleon, 
er, Stalin, Mao Tse Tung, and Pol Pot stand in 
group. Even some U.S. Presidents like Jimmy 

ter and Ronald Reagan have been given the 
•k of the beast. In addition, some religious lead-
like the Pope, have been equateq with "the 

tber of a person." What about the Antichrist? 
e declare that an evil personage or system will 

before the end. Others see the Antichrist as
spiritual certainty apt to incarnate in any 

Most interpreters are cautious, however, about 
itinrim! the Antichrist. 

word itself ean be fouad only in the epistles 
1 II John. It does net appear in Revel~tion; 
t he concept is theFe. In chapter 13, John con
.es his thought, begun in chapter 12, by telling 

Satan wages war against believers through 
beasts to the hearers - the Antichrist and the 

of the Antichrist. These symbols had a long 
in Jewish literature and thought. · 
Antichrist universalizes Satan (vv. 1-

ohn sees a bizarre creature coming out of the 
He adapts images from Daniel 7 to ·convey 

·~ the Antichrist popularizes Satan. In context, 
sea beast is a symbol of Roman imperial power 

the reign of Emperor Domitian (AD Rl-96). 
~li11na1;{er·y throughout suggests the beast, a rep-
. tative of Satan, has great power, wisdom, 
~bility, and authority. Th~animal descriptions 

the ferocious nature .of the beast: 
Antichrist denounces God (vv. 5-6). 
~"-F'"" hints at limitations set on the beast, 

as :numbered days. Furthermore; he will nev
·ec«~l·ve the worship of those registered in the 
r of life. It is true he denounces God. The beast 
tllowed to exercise authority" and that perxn,is
' comes from God who is .still sovereign as im
d in verses 5, 7, 10, 14, and 15. The beast at
pts to establish Satan as all-powerful and is 

Believers are to take a stand in de-
ncing anything that denounces God. · 

Antichrist and his agent subdue the 
~ld (vv. 7b-8, 16-17). The beast wields domi
ce over the inhabited world and is worshiped 
1ll except Christians. Verse 11 introduces the. 
··--- beast who is the ~gent of the first beast. 
s agent, called a "false prophet" in 19:20, en
:es the wo:r;ship of the emperor and produces 

to deceive the people which is a -maFk of a 
e prophet, according to Deuteronomy 13:1·5·. 
1se who do not worship the Evil One are threat
d with death. Believers are to be on guard since 
persons, regardless how spiritually astute, are 
angered by the coaxing and ideological perver
tS of power. 
rhe. Antichrist persecutes Christians who 
called to endure (vv. 7a, 9-10). The beast is 

·wed to make war on Christians. The nature of 
war is not detailed, yet the context proposes 

1e sort of persecution. Since persecution is ·in
table, John employs a couple of adages, one 
aking to the acceptance of any captivity and the 
er promising death for those who resist it. 
~se adages suggest the necessity of accepting 
constraints placed on discipleship. The believer 

.o resist the enticements of the beast with en
·ance and faith. - Gentry is pastor Springfield 
>tist Church, Springfield. ~ 

Threat to harmony 
By Joe Sorah 

Focal Passage: I Corinthians 4:1-13 
Do you enjoy preacher jokes? Let me share one with 

you. A brilliant history professor and a preacher wer~ sit
ting next to one another beside a pool sunbathing while on 
vacation. The professor, seeking to create a conversation, 
asked, "Have you read Marx?" The preacher got up, looked 
at the back of his legs and said, "Yes, I do. I think it's the 
wicker chair." 
_ We enjoy good-natured jokes. We wish church was al
ways fun, like the stories, but all of us know church can be 
a plac~ of harsh words and hurt feelings. Harmony in the 
church can be th!eatened by a number of things, but two 
of the most frequent threats are a critical spirit and a 
sense of superiority. Paul was battling both with the 
Corinthians. 

We need to understand who we are in Christ (vv. 
1-2). Paul used two terms to describe leaders in the 
cl:~urch. The first term was "ministers" or "servants." This 
word was originally used to describe the slaves who rowed 
the oars in the lowest ·tier of a ship. These were the lowest 
slaves. The second term was "stewards." A steward was a 
servant to whom the master had entrusted something. 
Those of us who make up the church have been entrusted 
with "the mysteries ·of God" or the Gospel! 

The goal of the church is not to be successful. Our aim 
is to be faithful. The steward wants to prove that the Mas
ter's trust in him was not in vain. If everyone in the 
church understood that each of us are servants and stew-
ards, criticism would soon cease. 

We need to recog
nize to whom we an
swer (vv. 3-5). Paul re
ferred tc;> thrEle courts of 
judgment we face . The 
first is the court of public 
opinion. Paul paid that court little attention (v. 3). The 
second court is the court of personal opinion, · what he 
thought of himself (v. 4). He understood that the heart is 
deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can under
stand it? (Jeremiah 17:9). The final court is the Lord's 
court (vv .. 4-5). Paul knew that God was the only one who 
could correctly judge him. Notice the judgment will be af
ter Christ's seconq coming. Therefore, there is presently 
the opportunity for changes for each of us. Paurs answer 
to criticism is. to remember to whom we answer. 

We need to acknowledge the source of all we have 
(vv. 6-7). The Corinthian believers were taking pride in 
their perceived spirituality. Paul's answer to their sense of 
superiority was to acknowledge that God was the one who 
gave them all they had. They did not have any grounds for 
taking pride in their position. Salvation was, and will al
ways be, a gift of God. No one deserves to be saved, nor the 
blessings of God. Thus, we should not consider ourselves to · 
be_superior to others. W~ are equal in Christ. 

We need to ·respond properly to our critics (vv. 8-
13). Paul confronted the Corinthians' sense of superiority 
in verses 8-11. He used sarcasm to point aut that they 
were not who they perceived themselves to be. In verses 
12-13, we find how we are to respond to our critics. We are 
to bless those who curse us. We are to patiently enqure 
persecution. We are to answer kindly when we are slan
dered. Paul referred to some of the phrases that had been 
used to describe him: "the filth of the world" and "the offs
couring of all things." The answer to criticism is love. Je
sus instructed in the Sermon on the Mount that we should 
love our enemies and pray for them (Matthew 5:44). With 
proper response, we can defeat the threats to harmony.
Sorah is pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabethton. 

Experiencing victory 
By Garry Miller 

Focal Passages: Joshua 
6:16-20; 7:5; 8:26-30. 

"When all else fails, read 
the directions!" Almost every
one who attended McMinn 
County High School in the 1950s and 
1960s was acquainted with Mrs. An
derson, the senior English teacher. In 
class one day a student used the word 
"ain't." Mrs. Anderson informed the 
young man that the word was not in 
the dictionary and therefore was riot 
allowed in her classroom. Being of the 
industrious sort, the student made an 
~naccustomed visit to the library 
where he located an unabridged dictio
nary. To his delight he discovered the 
word "ain't" had been included in th.e 
latest.edition with the notation, "col- · 

_ loq." in parenthesis. . 
· The next day he informed Mrs. An

derson of his discovery and asked the 
meaning of the abbreviation. Her reply 
was "colloquialism," which indicated a 
term limited to a small geographicaJ 
area. After a moment of reflection the 
student said, "Well I ain't never going 
to get out of McMinn County." To 
which Mrs. Anderson replied, "And you 
are never going to get out of my Eng
lish class if you continue to use collo
quialisms and double negatives." 

Soon after entering the land of 
Canaan the children of Israel discov
ered they were going to have to follow 
God's directions if they were going to 
experience the victory he hady 
promised. 

One of the lies Satan tries to get us 
to believe is that attention to the de
tails of God's Word and God's will do 

not really matter. "It's the thought 
that counts." 

Sometimes God's directions seem 
unusual or even silly to us. But God is 
God and we are not. He is infinite, 
holy, omniscient, omnipotent, and all 
loving and we are finite, sinful, lack
ing in knowledge and power, and self
centered. According to Henry Blacka
by in Experiencing God, God will nev
er act toward us in a way that is in
consistent with his nature and his na
ture is love. We can trust him to keep 
his promises. 

Another of Satan's ploys is to try to 
convince us our actions do not affect 
others and their actions do not affect· 
us. Israel became painfully aware 
that this is not true when Achan saw, 
desired, and took the items that were 
"under the ban," bringing sin into the 
camp and defeat upon the army at Ai. 
(By the way, if he had just been pa
tient and followed God's directions 
Achan could have had all the spoil he 
could carry out of Ai.) 

Had Joshua taken the time to go 
back to Gilgal to confer with God 
about the victory at Jericho and the 
next step in their conquest of the 
land, it is possible that the Lord could 
have revealed to Israel's leader the 
problem they would face. If Joshua 
had "read the directions," tragedy 
could have been averted. Just r emem
ber, when Satan cannot defeat you he 

will try to defeat someone 
else whose defeat will defeat 
you. 

It is i~teresting that we 
seem to be most susceptible to 
attacks of the enemy and vul
nerable to his wiles immedi

ately following a spiritual victory. That 
was the case ~th Israel following their 
conquest of Jericho. You would think 
that they had learned their lesson with 
their defeat at Ai. But almost immedi
ately they had to be reminded again to 
"read the directions." When the 
Gibeonites strolled in ~ camp it seems 
that Joshua must have been wearing a 
sign around his neck that said, "Tell 
me anything. I'll believe it!" 

It only took Israel three days to re
alize their. mistake which resulted 
from, once again, failing to "read the 
directions." Now they were in a real 
pickle. If they honored their covenant 
with the Gibeonites they would violate 
God's command to destroy the ungodly 
people of the land of Canaan. If they 
obeyed God they would gain a reputa
tion for being untrustworthy. The 
Gibeonites were possessed of a "better 
slaves than dead" mentality and re
signed themselves to their fate and the 
compromised worked out by the Is
raelites. 

The only way to experience the 
fullness of victory in the Christian life 
is to be obedient to the revealed will. 
So many Christians seem to ride a 
spiritual roller coaster with extreme 
highs followed by extreme lows. The 
reason for the extreme lows just 
might be that they have failed to 
"read the directions."- Miller is pastor, 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Humboldt. 
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• Allen Russell has been 
called as pastor of Daysville 
Baptist Church, Rockwood. 

• Louisiana native Jona
than Arnold has been called 
as youth minister at First Bap- . 
tist Church, Tracy City. 

• James E. Pitts is serv-
ing as interim pastor at West 
Haven Baptist Church , Knox
ville. 

• Max Walker, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Selmer, 
~ill be honored April 2 o~ his 
40th year in the Gospel min
istry. Guest speak er will be 
J olin Adams, r et-ired Union 

' University administrator . 

• John Smith has been 
called as pastor of Christians 
Bend Baptist Church, Church 
Hill . 

first publication Who Will Be 
Saved? published by Cross
way books. Thornbury served 
as co-editor and co-author 
along with Paul R. House. The 
book addresses critical theolog
ical questions. 

• Colonial Heights Baptist 
ChurGh, Kingsp9rt, has called 
Roland P. Brown as pastor. 
He and his wife, Tra cy, have 
two children. H e holds a doc
torate from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky. 

• Tenn essee native Gale 
R. Hartley has returned to his 
home state to serve as pastor 
of L ynn Garden B a ptist 
Church, Kingsport. He and his 
wife, Leslie, had been serving 
as missionaries with the Inter
national Mission Board in Al
bania, Bosnia, and Croatia. 

• David Hyers r etired 
Feb. 29 as associate pastor, 
music, at First Baptist Church, 

• Maple Hill Baptist Concord, in Knoxville. Hyers 
Church, Rogersville, has called - served the church for 30 years 
Kevin Bradley as pastor. He and was the senior member of 
was ordained to the Gospel the pastoral staff. He is a for
ministry by the church on Feb. mer member of the Executive 
27. Board of the Tennessee Baptist 

• Tommy Futrell, pastor 
of Southside Baptist Church, 
Johnson City, for the past 18 
years, will retire, effective 
June 2. During his tenure 
Futrell led the church to expe
rience consistent numerical 
growth .and helped construct a 
new worship center and addi
tional office and education 
space. 

• Mountain View Baptist 
Church, Greeneville, has called 
Jeremy Utsman as pastor: 
He and his wife, Amy, have 
one daugh ter. 

• Mike Hearn is the new 
minister to students and edu
cation at Antioch Baptist 
Church, Johnson City. 

• David Mowbray was or
dained to the Gospel ministry 
F eb. 13 by Firs t Baptist 
Church, Halls. H e ser ves as 
minister of youth /education. 
The church a l so has called 
Aaron Campbell as minister 
of music. 

• Greg Thornbury, pr0-
fessor of theology and director 
of the Center for Christian 
Leadership at Union Universi
ty, Jackson, has written his 

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH, SPARTA, re
cently celebrated its 
19th anniversary. Pastor 
Boyd M. Roberts, cen
ter, also celebrated his 
19 th anniversary. 
Shown with Roberts are 
t~o newly ordained dea
cons - Paul Young, 
right, and Jimmy Mabe. 

, 

Convention and h as been an 
active participant in TBC 
partnerships. 

• Joel Bayluangrath, 
pastor of the 
Woodbine Lao 

_ Baptist _Mis
s ion , will ob
serve his 1Oth 
anniversary 
with the church 
on March 19. A 

'-""-..:...:....;:'--~ 

reception will BAYLUANGRATH 
be held in his 
honor after the morning wor-
ship service. · 

• Chilhowee Hil!s Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
Tony Cri~p as pastor. He will 
begin his ministry in April. 

• Dwight Jenkins is the 
new pastor of I sland Home 
Baptist Church, Knoxville. 

• Tim Cline assumed the 
pastorate of John Seveir Bap
tist Church, Knoxville, in Feb
ruary. 

• Westlake B a ptist 
Church, Knoxville, has called 
Rick Campbell as pastor. 

• West Side Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, r ecently li
censed Kevin Shaw and 

ATTENDING A Training Effective Leadership conference spon
sored by the national Woman's Missionary Union recently in Tal
ladega, Ala., were the following participants from Tennessee. 
From left, front row, are Christina Crawley, Simeon Baptist 
Chureh, Nashville; Candy Phillips, First Baptist Church, Nashville; 
Vickie. Anderson, First Baptist Church, Spring Hill; back row, Shel
by Lord, First Baptist Ch_urch, Lenoir City; Bobby Turner, First 
Baptist Church, Dandridge; and Becky Bumrall1 Amanda Day, and 
Carrol Kelly, all of First Church, Nashville. Anderson, Sumrall, 
Day, and Kelly also are on the Tennessee WMU staff. 

Charles Ballard to the Gos
pel ministry. 

• First Baptist Churc-}:1, 
Camden, has call ed Doyle 
Williams as minister of edu,ca
tion and youth. 

• Jeff Styles of Clifton has 
been called -as minister of mu
sic at Calvary Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro. 

• Lucille Free~man, 

mother of Jim Freedman, di
rector of missions for Nashville 
Baptist Association, died 
March 9 ~in Kingwood, Texas. 

• Jon Davenport, 19-
year-old son of Michael Daven
port, pastor of:Woodmont Bible 
Church, Nashville, died recent
ly of meningitis. 

• Milton Baptist Church, 
Milton, will hold revival 
March 19-24 with Steve 
Austin, pastor, Rucker Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, as 
guest evangelist. James Walk
er, music director at Milton, 
will lead music. 

• East Ridge Baptist 
Chur~h, Chattanooga, will 

hold revival March 
26-29 with Jim Fu
tral, executive di
rector of the Missis
sippi Baptist Con
vention, as guest 
evangelist. Mus ic 
will be hosted by 
Jim Justice, minis
ter of music at 
Ridgedale Baptis t 
Church, Chattanoo
ga. 

• North Jack-

son Baptist Church, Jack
son, will be experiencing 
"Ekklesia" ( th~ Greek word for 
church) during a youth revival 
March 17-18 from 6-7:30 p.m . 
and on March 19 during the 
morning and evening worship . 
services. 

• Washington Pike Bap
tist Church, Knoxville, will 
hold revival April 2-5 with 
guest evangelist Frankie Hunt 
of Grati s, Ohio. A special 
"youth night" will be held on 
April 5. 

• Peyton Creek Baptist 
Church, Carthage, recently 
installed n_ew pews and carpet
ing. As part of their Celebrate 
Jesus 2000 celebration the 
church voted to increase Coop
erative Program gifts for the 
year 2000 by 1 percent. 

• Three New Salem Baptist 
·Association churches will hold 
revival March 26-29. They are 
Hickman Baptist Church 
with guest evangelist Dave 
Shelly of Sparta, New Mid
dleton Baptist Church with 
guest evangelist W .L. Baker of 
Lebanon, and First Baptist 
Church, Gordonsville, with 
guest evangelist Edsel West of 
Harriman. · 

• First Baptist Church, 
Mt. Julie~, begins revival ser
vices March 26 with evangelist 
Phil Glisson of Memphis. Mu
sic -will be provided by "So~s of 
the Father" from lllinois: 

• "The Church Responds 
to Alzheimer's Disease," a 
conference for pastors and lay 
leaders, will be held April 11 
at Ridgedale Baptist Church, 
Chattanooga. The conference 
will be held from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
The cost of the ·conference, 
sponsored by the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention, Hamilton 

County Baptist Associati( 
and the southeast and eastE 
chapters of the Alzheimer's 1 

sociation, is $15 per pers 
and includes lunch. Regisl 
by April 4 by calling the· sou· 
east Tennessee chapter 
(423) 265-3600 or 1-800-61 
1922. 

• Rutherford Men's Mi 
istry will stage a day-lo 
"Walk in Unity" conferet 
April 1 at Southeast Bapt 
Church, Murfreesboro. T 
day's events begin at 9 a. 
and conclude about 6 -p ., 
There is no admission but 
love offering will be taken. E 
more information , call 13 
Dellinger at (615) ·896-0549 
Craig Hale at (615) 893-0597 

• The TBQ Missions Awru 
ness and Involvement group 
holding a Missions Sk: 
School May 5-6 at Linden V. 
ley Baptist Conference Cenh 
Linden. The school is for the 
wanting to increase their m 
sion skills or gain skills. T 
event includes training in bo 
overseas and home mission E 

periences. Registration dea 
line is April 19. To ·request 
form and more information, cl 
Carol Davidson at 1-800-55 
2090, ext. 2025. 

_Dramatic Arts 
Festival set for 
March 31-April 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - "Prepa 
the Way: A New Century ~ 
Christ" is the theme for tll 
year's Tennessee Dramaf 
Arts F estival. 

The event takes pla 
March 31-April1 at First Ba 
tist Church, Franklin. 

Nationally known leade 
will participate with atteade 
in more than 100 conference 
creative worship service 
youth rallies, performanl 
showcases, and participa1 
performances. 

Tracks for adults and you· 
are planned. 

The cost. of the festival 
$30 per person before Marc 
17. The cost is $35 per pers< 
after March 17. The festive 
billed as the largest Tenness• 
festival ever, begins at 7 p.r 
on Friday and concludes 1 

4:30p.m. on Saturday. 
For more information, C8 

the Church Staff Leadersh: 
Group of the Tennessee Ba1 
tist Convention at (615) 37 
7908 . • 


