
this 
week's 

Blind Memphis 
. 

woman mer:rtor1zes 

New Testament -

200 people attend 

missions conference. 

-Page 2 

Wi\liamson County 

,."vngregation begins. 

_-Page_ 3 

• 

~Yo.uth ministry trends 

presented. - Page 7 

N E S S E E I s 

. ~~~,it":" --

March~ 2000 
~~----

Despite nearly 3,000 congregations 

Tennessee needs more churches: GeOrge 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist an(J Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - With the 
perception that there's already 
a church on every street corner 
in the state, the last thing · 
needed in Tennessee is more 
churches, right? 

"Wrong," says Bill George, 
new church extension special
ist for t~e Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

It's unfortunate that many 
p eople in the state do feel 
more churches are unneces
sary, George said, noting his 
greatest opposition to church 
starting .comes from leaders in 
local churches who say, "We do 
not want (or need) new 
churches." 

Sadly, George reflected, 
many of th0se churches with 
that attitude are plateaued or 
declining and some do not even 
know it. They are fooled by 
transfer growth (people mov
ing their membership) or bio
logical growth (children and 

grandchil<:lren of members), 
George said. 

On the eve of a speCial Sun
day on the Southern Baptist 
Convention calendar that fo
cuses on plaating mew church
es (see guest editorial on page 
5), George says that even with 
nearly 3,000 churches in ·the 
state; Tennessee desperately 
needs more. He cited several 
reasons. 

Last year 
there were 67 
new church 
starts in the 
state. The goal 
for this year 
and the next 
few years to , GEORGE 
come, George 
said, is to have 
between 75-100 new church 
starts each year. The sta:rts 
would include both ,A.nglo, 
African American, and ethnic 
congregations, he said. 

"Our dream is that we will 
h ave churches in Tennessee 
who will have a vision to reach 

people for Christ through the 
planting of new churches." 

George cited statistics that 
show. population growth in 

• America is exceeding church 
growth: In 1900 there were 27 
churches (of a ll denominations) 
for every 10,000 people, George 
related. 

By 1950 that number was 
down to 17 churches for every 
10,000 people and by 1992, 
that number had dwindled to 
11 churches for every 10,000 
people, he continued. 

George compared the need 
for more churches with a 
fa-rmer with one acre of land. 
For him to increase productivi
ty and profit, he will need 
more land. "There are limits to 
what you can grow on one _ 
acre," he said. _ 

. The same principle appbes 
to reaching souls for Jesus 
Christ, George said, noting 
more churches have the oppor-
tunity to reach more people. 
There are about five million 
people in Tennessee, and ap-

-

, 

proximately three million of 
those are unchurched, he said. 

More likely to grow 
Southern Baptists and Ten

nessee Baptists, in particular, 
need to come to the realization 
that new churches are more 

-likely to grow than existing 
churches. Growth in existing 
churches· comes primarilY. from 
transfer growth and biological 
growth, George said. "We are 
baptizing our own people," he 
noted. "We are not making in
roads to the unchurched who 
live in our communities." 

New churches start out with 
a vision and focus on evange
lism, George said. He said sta
tistics show that a~ churches 
grow older, they lose their vi
sion and begin to focus more 
on programs rather thsm min
istry and evangelism . 

George cited statistics from 
the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board that 
indicate new churches (from 
birth to five years) baptize 10.8 
-See Tennessee, page 3 

rossville pastor Dan Haskins donates kidney to nephew 
t Connie Davis 
aptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Last Thurs
iy Dan Haskins, pastor, Cum

land Homesteads Baptist 
hurch, CrossviUe, donated a 
idney to his aephew, Lonnie 
mes Jr., 28. Six days later he 
LaiJtned to attend Wednesday 
1ening services at his church . 

He won't preach , assured 
:askins, but he has confidence 
e will preach soon, reassume 
ll of his other responsibilities, 
nd suffer no long-term reper
lSS.ions from the surgery. 

He had concerns, as did his 
ife, Donna, they admitted. 
ut faith has to count for some--ling, he explained. 

Haskins said his whole min
;try has been about giving. He 
a& focused on students, work
tg for Life Way Christian Re
ources here and serving as a 
:aptist Student Union director 
t Tennessee Technological 
Tniversity, Cookeville; and 
•UStin Peay State University, 
!larksville. 

The evening before surgery 
Haskins said he had few fears. 
He knew undergoing such 
surgery is a risk and he could 
face other risks in the future, 
especially if he experienced a 
trauma. He is 54 years old. 

"It's not that yea look for no
ble things to do, but this may 
be the most noble thing I do in 
my lifetime;'' said Haskins. 
''But that's not my motivation," 
he added. His faith is the impe
tus, he said. 

He has been encou~aged by 
many fellow Christians. For 
instance, he recently visited a 
friend who told Haskins if he 
were in his place, h e didn't 
think he could give the kidney. 

Haskins assured him he 
would. Some of the reasons are 
understood by knowing his 
nephew, he explained. Jones 
who lives in Cleveland is the 
son of Haskins' sister, Margaret 
Jones. Margaret and Dan grew 
up at Una Baptist Church and 
Saturn Drive Baptist Church in 
Nashville. 

Jones hasn't been able to 

work for many months be
cause of kidney disease. 
His wife has earned the 
family income and taken 
c,are of their four-year-old 
son. J ones has nQt h a d 
enough energy to even 
play with his sen. 

Jones and Haskins · 
agreed they were looking 
forward to the surgery be
cause they have things to 
do, said Haskins, in his 
"just do it" manner. 

Jones needs to get 
ready to attend East Ten
nessee Preacher's School 
(a Church of Christ 
school) in Knoxville this 
s ummer and Haskins 
needs to help his church 
celebrate Easter. Jones 
explained he has surren
dered to the ministry 
partly because of liis re
cent experiences. 

DAN HASKINS, pastor, Cumberland Homesteads Baptist Church, 
Crossville, pauses with his nephew Lonnie Jones Jr., at a Vanderbilt Hos
pital dialysis center the evening before their surgeries. - Photo by Connie 
Davis 

Concerning his uncle, 
Jones said when he learned of 
Haskins' decision concerning 
the transplant he called him by 
phone to say thank you, but 

added, "What can you say to 
somebody who is willing to give 
you a second chance (at life)? 
There are no words for that." 

- As of press time Monday both 
Haskins and Jones were recov
ering successfully from the 
surgery. B&R 
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Tennessee Baptist 

Blind woma·n memorizes New Testament 
By Polly House 
For Baptist Press 

MEMPHIS - Picture 1n 
your mind a woman who has 
memorized the New Testa
ment - yes, all of it, all 260 
chapters - every word. 

She'd .be the quiet type, in
trospective, very pious. She'd 
probably be quite frail, not 
someone with a full social life. 
And yes, she'd live alone -
with several cats. 

Nadine Hammonds would 
surpnse you . 

She's full of life. She's fun, 
vibrant, quick-witted, talented 
and, according to her best 
friend of over 40 years, "the 
most brilliant person I know." 

And, she's blind. 
Hammonds, who lives here 

and is a member of Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova,· is a 
retired woman, married for 15 
years to Bob Hammonds , 
whom she calls "the love of my 
life, my sweetheart." 

Scripture memorization has 
always been a passio~ for 
Hammonds. "Even as a child I 
lo_ved the Bible," she says. 
''Memorizing has always been 
easy for me, just as it 'was easy 
for my mother." 

A few y'ears ago when Na
dine decided to see if she could 
p}emor-ize an entire book of the 
Bible, she chose the Gospel of 
Matthew. "It's such a good 
place to start," she explains. 

"I've always believed that 
statement 'to whom much is 

given, much is required,' " 
Hammonds says. For her, 
memorizing Scripture has been 
a way to give back and do 
something for God. 

Hammonds said she doesn't 
like to just be able to quote the 

· words ba~k. "I like to know I 
can t~ll it back with expres
sion, conversationally. That's 
when it can touch someone." 
Hammo~ds is sightless and 

has been since birth, but as 
she says, "Everybody has 
something to deal with, and 
being sightless doesn't have 
anything to do with memoriz
ing. I learn with my brain,.not 
my eyes!" 

.Her philosophy has always 
been, "Don't major on the mi
nors!" · She says, "I don't dwell ' 
on that [being sightl~ss]. Let 
someone else tell that story." 

Listening to tapes doesn'.t 
work for Nadine. She says 
with tapes, you have to listen , 
then rewind, listen then 
rewind. t'Y ou'd wear out a set 
of tapes in no time doing that," 
she says. Also, she says you 
have to be able to think ahead 
as you are memorizing -
something tapes won't allow 
you to do as well as the written 
word. 

"I've worn out a whole set of 
Braille New Testaments in the 
past few years," says Nadine. 
"I'm on my second set." 

"There really isn't a trick to 
memorizing' Scripture. It's just 
work. I love a challenge. You 
do have to have a certain 

mind-set, and you have to con
centrate." 

But doesn't it require hours 
and hours of time each day? 
Hammonds says she just fits it 
in as she's washing dishes, 

. ·watching television with · Bob, 
listening to music or riding in 
the car. "I'm a real extrovert. 
I'm going and doing all the 
time. I don't just sit at home. 
I'm very active." 

Now that Hammonds has 
fulfilled her goal of memoriz
ing the New Testament, is she 
finished? · 

"Have I arrived? Absolutely 
not. No, no, I realize how much 
more I have to do," she quickly 
says. 

Hammonds says it took her 
about three years to get the 
memorization done: She had 
memorize~ _Scripture all her 
life, so she did have a hi!?tory 

· of Scripture knowledge, but 
her goal of memorizing the 
whole New Testament only 
took shape the last few years. 

Nadine has become some
thing of a celebrity. She has 
been interviewed by newspa
pers from across the country 
and has appeared on televi
sion, both in the Memphis area 
and on CNN. Paul .Harvey 
even spoke about her on his ra
dio program, and this past No
vember she was honored in 
New York City py the National 
Bible Association. 

Having the opportunity to 
witness to people 'is important 
to Hammond~; ·"Being inter-

viewed is a lot different fr01 
doing a program at church. Be 
ing interviewed is hard. But 
look at it as an opportunit 
from the Lord." 

Adrian Rogers, Bellevu 
Church pastor, said, "Nadin 
Hammonds is at the same tim 
a marvel and a blessed encow 
agement. Her accomplish 
ments in Scripture memoriza 
tion have been incredible 
There is no way possible tha 
she could take all this Scrip 
ture into her heart and mint 
without being radically, dra 
matically, and eternall• 
changed.". 

Not content' to just rest 01 

her laurels, Hammonds it 
working on some of the Ole 
Testament. "I've got the Bool 
of Ruth now and about 16 01 

17 other Old Testament chap 1 

ters, but I won't get all of it 
It's too hard keeping it all." 

Comparing memorizin~ 
Scripture to baking bread, sh( 
says, "It can't be rushed. Yom 
memory has to set, like bread 
you don't just mix it up anc 
put it in .. the oven. It has tc 
have time to rise. 

'"Memorizing Scripture,· hid, 
ing it away in my heart, ha~ 

. heel! the highhght of my lime
the most thrilling thing," Ham· 
monds says. • 

Conference trains missiOns educators for 21st century 

-
ABOVE, Tim Bearden, far right, leader of the· ·TBC 
Missions Awareness and Involvement Group, speaks 
to participants who attended his conference on disas
t!}r response preparation during the Missions Educa
tors for the 21st Century conference held March 17: 
18 at Immanuel Baptist Church, ·Lebanon. From left 

. are Bill Hicks, Caney Fork Baptist Church, Cookeville; 
AI Borsos, Fairfield Glade Baptist Church, Fairfield 
Glade; and Kyle C. Brooks, First Baptist Church, 
Greeneville. IN PHOTO to right,· Carrol Kelly, execu
tive director of Tennessee Woman's Missionary 
Union, leads a conference wh,ich provided an 
overview of WMU for 2000-2001.- Photos by Lonnie 
Wilkey 

, 

For Baptist and Reflector 

LEBANON- A confer
ence designed to train mis
sions educators for the 21st 
century drew 207 partici
pants to Immanuel Baptist 
Church here March 17-18. 

Sponsored by Tennessee 
Woman's Missionary Union 
and the TBC Missions 
Awarer.1ess and Involve
ment Group, the weekend 
event offered a variety or" 
conferences for both men -

and women in all phases oJ 
missions work, including 
partnership missions. Con1 
ferences a lso addressed 
some general topics such as 
change and counseling tips 
for crisis situations. 

In the keynote address, 
Barbara McDougal of Jef
ferson City shared the char
acteristics and qualities of a 
Christian leader and em
phasized the importance of 
spiritual preparation for 
leaders. • 



Williamson County 

New congregation locates where people are 
Lonnie Wilkey 
otist and Reflector 

seminary pres ident 
(Mark Coppenger of Mid
western Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary), and Gary 
and Joyce Rickman. 
Rickman serves as min
istry coordinator for the 
Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. 

"We're going to be ob
viously Southern Bap
tist," he stressed. 

FRANKLIN - One of 
lliamson County's 

7vest church starts has 
ten a booster shot from 
r other congregations. 
lfrace Valley Baptist 
urch, located west of 
~tnklin along Highway 
in a fast growing com
nity, has been assisted 
its mother church, Bel
nt Heights Baptist in 
shville, along with 
stside Baptist Church, 
rns; First Baptist 
urch, Fairview; and 
une Baptist Church, 
une, according to Pas
Bob Hammer. 

Trace Valley partici
pated in two services be
fore meeting as a church. 
The first was held Dec. 
26 at Eastside. The 
church commiss ioned 
Hammer to go out as a 

.mission pastor. 
The second service 

TRACE VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH, a mission of Belmont Heights Baptist 
Church, Nashville, held a joint worship and baptismal service on Feb. 6 at Bel
mont Heights. Taking part in the effort were, from left, front row, Trace Valley 
pastor Bob Hammer and his wife, Mary, and Belmont Heights pastor Joe Stack
er; back row, Mike and Michelle Livingstone and Karen and Rick Lassan. 

was joint baptismal/wor
ship service Feb. 6 at Belmont• 
Heights, which is the official 
mother church of the new con
gregation. 

rhe idea for Trace Valley 
when some people saw a 

for a church in the area, 
mer said. "Sameone didn't 

down at the end _of December 
1999, attendance had climbed 
to more than 300 in worship. 

asked, 'How can we reach the 
people?' "· 

The answer, Hammet said, 
was "planting a church in the . 
middle of those people." He 
noted there has been a positive 
response in the community 
about having a church within 
it. 

mad and go down the road 
start something else," he 
essed. 
Helping new churches get 
ng or revi talizi.Bg . older 

"That church (Eastside) is 
noyv willing to step out in faith 
for kingdom work. They see it 
as a missions project," Ham
mer observed. 

The service at Belmont 
H~ights provided m embers 
there an opportunity to meet 
and get to know the people in · 
the mission they are helping to 
sponsor , said Pastor Joe Stack
er. 

rches has been a special . . 
lis try for Hammer. 
He served as pastor at East
e for nine years. When he 
ned the cong'regation in 
)Q they had about 25-30 in 
endance. When he stepped 

The whole idea behind 
Trace Valley is that the four 
churches, working through 
Nashville Baptist Association, 
had a "kingdom vision," Ham
mer observed. 

Trace Valley began with a 
core group of about 19 people, 
Hammer s aid. Among those 
people were a former mission
ary couple who had been pray
ing for four years for a new 
church in the area, a former 

Stacker noted that when 
Belmont Heights was ap
proached about helping to es
tablish Trace Valley, he took it 
to the church's missions min-

"Rather than being competi
tive with each other, they 

~nnessee needs more churches: George ••• 
ntinued from page 1 --,._ 

per 100 members compared to 2.5 
e per 100 members among churches 

years old and older. 
. More willing to change 

H\ItOtJtler reason new churches are more 
~ly to grow is that they are more adapt
e to change, George observed. 
New churches are more likely to use a 
fferent container" to reach people, 
rge said, explaining that new churches 
more flexibile in offering different 

tes for Bible study, allowing informal 
.ss, etc. 
George cited a NAMB study done by 
orge Barna regarding the relevancy of 
1thern Baptist churches. 
rhe study indicated that 60 percent of 
1rch members and 71 percent of pastors 
r the church is relevant. Yet, when the 
~stion was asked to unchurched people, 
y 10 percent said the church was rele
lt, George said. "That's quite a discrep-

A new church usually is more likely to 
d out what the community needs or 
nts and then tries to meet those needs, 
observed. 
George also cited the role of culture. "In 
nnessee, culture tells you you're not re
'f a church unless you have a building," 
related. But for a new congregation 

:t forming, a building is not really prac
al until a core group is developed. It 
ces time to see how large the group will 
~e, he said. 

Di.fferent needs 
Not only are more ethnic and African 
nerican churches needed, but also 
urches that reach people with differ
t lifestyles and people of different gen-

strate 
~JlJ~n~ are many ways Geolige, ·~new 
~tisl?>n specialist fot the .. .uetJii'!:!S$l~~ ll![~:~~~fehifriciii~ Though Ba}>tists 

l~tep.liltation· of starting new c}iurches Oe<:au ts,'' B.~ptists also are focusing 
church starts, George srud. ; " 

~ He offers one of several methods that ' c~ be used or adapted to intentionally be-, ,, 

. gin a new work. 
-.~ · Congregation and pastor neeq a desirEf to b,egin a new work. 
> Discover a place to start a new church. It may even be in the same community as 

the existing church if it's goal is to reach a different group of people, George said. 
>· Conduct a demographic/population study of the target area. 

Pevelop a Mission Developmel}t Team. · 
~ . 

~ Put together a Church Planter P,t(~pc,s·aJl.~?l 

is trying to reach, W.tiLe.rE~,.~t~.ey; 

re,aCQ, them, and how will •. 11.-:·v 

.. ,~ ..,._church plap:ter who 

-·''"'11~"' .... . a 

includes who the people are the 
they are like, what it will take to· 

:~grg·e·said. , · 
~atc~pc:;;tre of the sponsoring ctn~~ch 

~~~!~itfd. · tra1nl~aae.rsh.ip~· aR;dYt>t:b? 

erations, George said. build relationships in new churches, 
"There are groups of people (in Ten- rather than older established churches 

nessee) that no church is reaching who where relationships already are in place," 
need to hear the Gospel," he stressed. Too he said. · 
often, however, churches just want -to George said his dream is to see spon
"clone" themselves. That's not what is soring churches that have such good expe
needed, he said. "We need new churches riences in birthing new congregations that 
for people with different lifestyles." they will want to do it over and over 

George cited the generational differ- agam. 
ences in today's society. "I want to see those churches go to the 

Traditional church services tend not to nursery window when a new church is 
reach unchurched people 30 years old or born and have everyone say, 'That's our 
younger, he shared. That age group is in- baby, let's do it again.' " 
terested more in experience and participa- For more information about starting 
tion rather than sitting in the pulpit to ac- Y churches, contact George at (615) 371-
quire knowledge, he observed. 2043, Fred Davis at (615) 371-7914, Tim 

"This generation is into relationships. Hill at (615) 371-2032, or Chuy Avila at 
And, it is easier to get to know people and (615) 371-7913 or all at 1-800-558-2090. • 

istry team and they agreed to 
the proposal. Belmont Heights, 
which also has two other active 
missions underway, budgeted 
about $11,000 this year for 
Trace Valley, Stacker said. 

"This is a missions-minded 
group of people," Stacker said 
of the Belmont Heights congre
gation which has started about 
15 or 16 new churches over the 
years, he said. 

Stacker said the two 
churches have a good relation
ship. "It's not just a name only 
partnership," Stacker said. 

The churches have a joint 
mission committee which 
meets regularly to discuss the 
mission's budget a long with 
ministry-related matters and 
other issues, Stacker said. 

Since meeting regularly at 
9:30 and 10:30 a.m. at Free
dom Intermediate School in 
Franklin, attendance at the 
new mission averaged about 30 
for the first month, Hammer 
said. 

Hammer continues to be ex
cited about the new work. "It's 
a move of God," he affirmed. • 

African Baptist 
challenges students 
at King's Acad~my 
For Baptist and Reflector 

SEYMOUR - "You are the 
blessed few. One hundred fifty 
million children in the world to
day will never step foot into a 
classroom," said Daniel Lubowa, 
president of the African Baptist 
Convention. The African Baptist 
leader spoke to students at The 
King's Academy (Harrison-Chil
howee Baptist Academy) recent
ly while on a speaking tour in 
the United States. The African 
convention represents Southern 
Baptist churches in Uganda, Su
dan, and Kenya. 

AFRICAN BAPTIST leader 
Daniel Lubowa, left, visited re
cently with Walter Grubb, presi
dent of Harrison-Chilhowee 
Baptist Academy. 

"Here you have great school 
buildings and are well-funded. 
Christian churches and schools 
in Africa meet under trees. 

"Do not take the call lightly. 
Give up your comfort to help the 
marginalized. Make a difference 
in the world," Lubowa cha l 
lenged. • 
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Invitation to SBC 
In just a few weeks now, 

June 13-14, the Southern 
Baptist Convention will con
vene in Orlando, Fla. This 
year's convention theme is 
"Partners in the Wordwide 
Harvest" and will provide our 
churches and messengers 
with insight int0 what is hap
pening in the jnternational 
mission scene. 

In addition to this wonder
ful experience, we are asking 
each church to consider the 
possibility of electing one in
terested spiritually-minded 
teenager as a messenger in an 
effort to begin the passing of 
the torch to a younger gen era
tion. We are asking God that 
the number of churches repre
sented by messengers be dou
ble that of last year. Plan to 
ask your church if you can be 
a messenger now. 

Paige Patterson 
SBC President 

Wake Forest, N.C. 27588 

Translation needed 
In response to Thelma Sud

berry's concern over the arrival 
of another new Bible transla
tion (March 1, Baptist and Re
flector "letters from readers" 
section), I would like to expla?n 
that the new Holman Christian 
Standard Bible (HCSB) transla
tion is coming into existence 
due to some of the very con
cerns she raises. 

In developing the HCSB, 
Holman Bible Publishers is mo
tivated by a desire to have long
term access to a modern but 
faithful translation that is not 
subject to the unpredictability 
of political correctness or mar
keting pressures that affect 
some translations produced. by 
other publishers. As a conserva
tive Christian publishing com
pany, I believe we have a re
sponsibility to B:lble readers to 
present God's Word in an exten
~vely researched and reader 
friendly way. To accomplish 
this, we have assembled a team 
of 80 translator~, editors, and 
English stylists working from 
the original texts of Greek, He- -
brew, and Aramaic to produce a 
Bible text that is as true to 
God's Word as possible. Al
though there are ·a number of 
English language Bible transla
tions available today, we believe 
that none will offer the balance 
of precision and readability of 
the liCSB. 

As one who deeply appreci
ates the richne~s of the King 
James Version, I personally un
derstand the desire of anyone to 
give it a special place among 
Bible translations. It may be 

worth noting, though, that even 
the original 1611 King James 
Version underwent a number of 
revisions in the first years aft.er 
its publication. In fact, the KJV 
c·ommonly used today is much 
shorter than the original 1611 
edition - the original work in
cluded The Apocrypha, for a to
tal of 80 Bible books. 

The task of translating Scrip
ture is beyon<fhuman abilities 
~lone. As a result, we at Hol
man Bible Publishers actively 
encourage people to join u~ in 
the work through prayer. To 
keep interested readers ap
prised of our progress, we also 
publish a quarterly newsletter. 
It is available free of charge 
simply by calling (6 15) 251-
2559. 

Ken Stephens, president 
Broadman & Holman 

Nashville 37234 

Nam~!ess coach 
My wife and I recently at

tended the Sunday worship ser
vice at a Presbyterian church in 

\ 

Chattanooga. Two couples 
joined the church that day at 
which time the minister shared 
with the eongregation how each 
of those persons had come to 
know Jesus as their Lord and 
Savior. It was the testimony of 
one of the men that he had 
come to know Jesus through his 
football coach at Carson-New
man College. That simple testi
mony was a wonderful tribute 
to the Christian character of the 
faculty in g'eneral and this 
coach in par~icular at Carson
Newman. 

As a graduate of Carson-

Newman I have eXperienced my 
moments of genuine pride in 
the college as well as my fleet
ing moments of question and 
clarification. What I have never 
doubted is the faculty's dedica
tion to Jesus Christ and their 
commitment to quality educa
tion as an axiom of ~lassroom 
experience. 

More than a few of us who 
serve in o.ther denominations 
highly respect the Tennessee 
Baptists for their unrivaled 
commitment to a C:hrist-cen
tered education. Graduates of 
your schools never need to suf
fer from an inferiority complex 
when in the company of elite 
Ivy League graduates. 

This nameless coach has 
demonstrated that Christ is the 
core and corona of true Christ
ian education and that without 
Christ no level of academic 
achievement is ever complete. 

Vernon E. Johnson 
Chattanooga 37421 

Thankful for school 
She is our· little redhead· 

princess who almost always 
gets what she wants. We 
thought we had her life all 
planned out until last June. She 
and God conspired. Our 17-
year-old daughter Belinda 
dared to say she decided God 
was calling her to Union Uni
versity- over nine hours from 
home - despite her enrollment 
already in our alma mater only 
a few hours away. 

Tennessee Baptists, you de
serve a huge thank you. 

Not only was the staff and 
faculty supportive in those first 

., 

several weeks as we checked 
out academics, admissions, 
scholarships, and more - we 
were kept on task by their per. 
sistence in helping us to find a 
way for Belinda. 

Finally August came and we 
took Belinda to Tennessee. This 
whirlwind decision, though 
bathed in prayer, was a big step. 
It was only in arriving at Union 
to p~rticipate in orientatio 
were our· concerns laid to rest. 

Our faith was sustained and 
our hearts at peace when we 
held hands with other parents, 
faculty members, and adminis. 
trators, encircling our childreq 
to pray in the auditorium- af. 
ter hearing an upliftin'g talk by 
the campus minister and Presi· 
d_ent (David) Dockery. 

Those first few weeks as 
held our collective breath, not 
phone call home indicated anv~ 
thing but positive experiences. 

Later, our lives were ... u ... ,~., 
richer when we returned 
stand in the October rain f(i)r 
parents' weekend soccer match. 

It made us proud to see 
juggle church, Bible studies 
classwork, work-study and 
cer - and still have fun. 

It inspired us to. stand u11t·"h1 

her afid worship at the .ch 
of her choosing, and to 
she was ready for this -
folks at Union, though they 
not take our place as her p 
ents, have made this wcmdlert~ 
transition to adulthood a 
ty. 

Thank you Tennessee B 
tists, from the bottom of 
hearts. 

John & Joni R~,~,,"'££~t"l! 
Kansap City, Mo. 64 

. 

What keeps us from communicating? counselor asks 

Communication is one of 
those things that most of us 
take for granted. We think 
that since we have been talk
ing since about age two that 
we have become proficient 
with practice. I am often re
minded that practice does not 
always make perfect. If we 
pr-actice something wrongly, 
practice does not make perfect, 
it just makes permanent. 

I want to suggest four tech
niques that will help us get the 
message -across that we intend 
and feel better about it at the 
same time. We should own our 
messages. We also need to 
know when questions aren't 
questions. How we say it is 
more important, sometimes, 
than what we say. There are 
barriers that all of us face. 

One. of the more common 
problems that is faced in eom-

munication, especially in the 
family, is what is called 'cy ou" 
messages. "You make me so 
mad!" "You are bad." "You 
drive me crazy with your inces
sant questions." This type of 
communication usually 
blames, judges, and assumes 
things that make the message 
hard to hear. This type of com
munication also invites a fight 
by way of rebuttal. The better 
w~y is what are called "I" mes
sages . . "You make me so mad!" 
becomes "I get angry when you 
. .. " This kind of statement 
takes the blame, avoids judg~ 
ment of the others' actions and 
intent, ·and does not assume 
what is not known. 

We parents are the world
class champs at questions that 
are not questions. "Do you 
want a spanking?" really 
means stop doing whatever 
you are doing. "Don't you want 
to look nice?" really means, I 
wish you wouldn't wear those 
worn out jeans to church. We 
use these kinds of questions to 
get around confrontation and. 
to sneak in our own opinions. 
It is a very poor method of 
communicating~ 

Most of us are :not conscious 
of the third way we have prob
lems in our communication. 
Our voice tone, gestures, pos
ture, and other body language 
often negates the message that 

we think we are sending. 
· must pay attention to HOW 
say it as much as what we say. 

The final problem comes · 
the assumptions and pre 
tions we make on the basis 
previous experience. ~ ....... "" 
won't listen." Once we tell our-1 
selves that, we will not PVI!!m 

try to tell her anything. "ife 
ready knows that; I told him 
hundred times." This 
tion puts up a barrier that 
vents us from reminding eacQJ· , 
other aboat things that are 
portant. • - Barkley is a 
fess·or for the Baptist Memnna•' 

· College of Health Sciences 
Memphis and a family the rau•~:;, 

in private practice. 

Church of the Covered Dish By Thom Tapp 'pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir City 

PASTOR, I•VE NEVER 
HEARD YOU PREACH A 

BUT THAT WILL PROBABLY 
CHANGE NEXT ·WEEK .. . 

~ 

. 
WHEN MY NEW HEARING 

AID COMES IN. 

~ 



tJuesf editorial 

Make a difference - -start a church 
Jy Fred Davis 

Each year Southern Baptists 
elebrate the last Sunday in 
darch as the Church Planting 

Emphasis Sun
day for the year. 

"Make a Difference" 
On Mission: Planti New Co tions Sunday 

• March 24, 2000 • 

people. Each new church has a 
unique personality and will at
tract different types of people. 

New congregations are dri
ven by purpose. They have a 
call and burden for their com
munity. New churches are usu
ally more open to change and to This is a good 

opportunity for associa
tions al).d churches to 
make people aware of the 
need to start new church
es that can. reach people 
groups that are untouched 
in communities through
out Tennessee. If we pro

percent? In 1997, SBC churches baptized 
2.5 per 100 resident members while 
.churches under 5 years old baptized 10.8 
per 100 resident members. 

try new ideas. New churches are willing to 

DAVIS 

do whatever it takes to r each their com
munity.' 

ride new churches for a variety of cultural 
~oups, we can make a difference in our 
I tate. 

Max Dupree has said, "We can't become 
what we need to be by remaining what we 
are." New churches intentionally planted 
in communities have unique qualities. 
Planting new churches is an efficient way 
to reach unchurched people and to bri~g 
unbelievers to Christ. New churches tar
get a specific unreached people group. 
New churches do not just trade members, 
they reduce the number of unchurched 

Southern Baptists may be at the most 
strategic time in our history. With 15 mil
lion members in more than 40,000 church
es, we are entering the 21st century with 
more resources than at any time in the 
history of the world. 

It's time to be on mission. We can make 
a difference in our world by planting new 
congregations. • -Davis is a church starter 
strategist for the Tennessee Baptist Con
vention. 

Are you aware that the national church 
nembership has declined 9.5 percent 
vhile the population has increased 11.4 

hristians should rally against TV show about God 

I received an. interesting let
,er in the mail a few weeks ago 

~ u~•u~::. with a video tape. 
The letter came straight 

from the desk of God," or so it 
·laimed. 1 don't think so. 
_ I was immediately suspi
ilous. The Lord I serve doesn't 
.. ........... a "middle man." He- will 

unicate to his children di
through the Holy Spirit. 

.. With than in mind, I re-ex-., 
lmined the letter. ~ctually, it 
vas an attempt by some publi
:ist to find a clever way to pro-

mote a new NBC television 
show called "God, The Devil, 
and Bob." That publicist is 
braver than I am. I would nev
er dare to speak for God, much 
less put his name on a letter. 

Frankly, I left the tape on a 
stack on my desk and never 
bothered to look at it until I 
read ·a Baptist Press article 
noting that the show was so 
bad that more than 17 NBC 
television affiliates have re
fused to air the program. The 
article reported there is a na
tionwide uproar among Chris
tians about the show that they 
claim is blas:p>hem0us . . 

I decided if I was goin.g to 
join those bashing th.e show I 
should at least view it. I wish 
now I had bashed it without 
watching it. 

I took the tape home last 

weekend and watched it with 
my wife Joyce. It was disgust
ing. The so-called comedy, done 
in a cartoon format, was any
thing but funny. 

The program had bad lan
guage, and had God making a 
deal with the devil and drink
ing beer. A second show on the 
same tape even had God using 
profanity. 

The family in the show ~efi
nitely was not the Cleavers. 
The mother was show·n read
ing a book Why We Don't Kill 
Our Children. The daughter is 
disobedient, disrespectful, and 
uses foul language. The dad is 
vulgar. 

Joyce had a th:ree.-fold opin
ion on the program - it was 
disrespectful toward God, bor
dering on being blasphemous, 
not very good, and just was not 

funny. She would make a good 
reviewer because she definitely 
was on target. 

The program did portray one 
thing accurately. Satan is evil. 

Why do networks produce 
such filth? One, they evidently 
think there is an audience for 
it. I am grateful that at least 
17 affiliate stations refused to 
air the pilot program. 

Again, Christians 4ave to 
ta ke a stand. Find out if the 
NBC affiliate in your area is 
running the program. If not, 
thank them; if so, encourage 
them to stop. 

If they continue to air the 
program, find out who the ad
vertisers are and let them know 
you do not appr eciate them 
supporting a program that 
makes a mockery out of God. 
You can make a difference. B&R 

Churches need leaders with Christ's mind and heart_ 

When I was in the pastorate 
1nd preaching Sunday by Sun
lay, I developed this kind of 
~adar for identifying ideas, sto
des, and illustrations that 
Nould be useful for sermon 
naterial. 

Although I am now in a dif
:erent ministry setting, that 
radar mechanism is still opera
tive; however, I am now more 
focused on materials that deal 
with the issues of leadership. 

I came across something not 
long ago that arrested my at
tention and challenged me to 
keep an eye on who I am as a 
Leader. It spoke to me about 
quality and commitment. Actu
ally, the following thoughts 

have a broad application. I pro
pose, however, to think of 
them as they rel~te to leader
ship in the church. Are you 
ready? 

Here are some Things We 
Ought to Cry Over: superfi
ciality; a loss of credibility; spir
itual arrogance: betrayal of 
ideas, principles, and quality; 
jargon, because it confuses 
rather thsm clarifies; looking at 
people as interruptions; the · in
ability of folks to tell the differ
ence between heroes and 
celebrities; confusing pleasure 
with meaning; leaders who nev
er say, "I love you," "Thank 
you," "' was wrong," or "I am 
sorry;" and leaders who depend 
on politics and hierarchy rather 
than on trust and competence. 

To flip the coin, here are 
some Things We Ought to 
Rejoice Over: a job well done; 
tenderness and humility; a 
word of thanks; flexibility; inti
macy; a servant's heart; a com
mitment to quality; people who 

• 

are gifts of the Spirit; and 
God's indescribable grace. I am 
sure you can think of others. 

The challenge of leading the 
contemporary church has nev
er been more exciting and/or 
demanding. Methods, models, 
strategies, programs , etc., 
while important, will not get 
the ministry done. The prereq
uisite need in our churches is 
for leaders who have Christ's 
mind and heart. 

Paul Powell spoke at the 
State Evangelism Conference 
back in January of this year. 
He referred to a survey by 
George Barna that reveals that 
the contemporary church is in 
a state of organizational confu
sion. Powell proff~red an ex
planation. He said he thought 
the problem was that many 
leaders have lost the sense of 
servanthood. 

We hear pastors and lay 
people today talk.lhg about the 
pastor as the C.E.O. (Chief 
Executive Officer) of the 

church. That seems a far cry 
from the image of Jesus wash
ing the disciples' feet. 

Powell went on to say that 
when we stand before God, he 
will not ask, "Wh.at is your ti
tie?" He will ask, "Where is 
your towel?" 

The faithful leader must 
have Christ''s vision and pas
sion. Surely this means that · 
we are willing to ,deepen our 
spiritual life, develop our pro
fessional skills, and lead our 
churches innovatively to fulfill 
God's great purpose. 

The Church Staff Leader
ship Group of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention joins you 
in that commitment. If you 
have a leadership need, please 
call us (1-800-558-2090, ext. 
2099). If we can't help you, we 
will find help somewhere else. 
We are not jealous about who 
gets the credit, as long as God 
gets the glory . •- Northcott is 
leader of the TBC Church Staff 
Leadership Group . 

editorial/ 

Start with a smile 
. 

Judge to prospective juror: 
"Is there any reason you could 
not serve as a juror in this 
case?" Juror: "I don't want to be 
away from my job that long."' 
Judge: "Can't they do without 
you at work?" Juror: ''Yes, but I 
don't want them to know it." 

Take this truth 
The rule of life in the secular 

world is "protect your turf." The 
runner knows, "Look back for 
one moment and someone will 
rush by you." 

Memorize this Scripture 
"While everyone was sleep

ing, his enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat." -
Matthew 21:25 

Pray this prayer 
"Lord, help me to remember 

the other fellow is always wait
ing to capitalize on my work if I 
get careless and fail to protect 
it.". . -

Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
March 
23 - Pray for Marvin and 

Peggy Emmons, 1MB mis
sionaries in Lisbon, Portugal. 
Ask God to bless their B{ble 
studies with African men. 

24 - Pray for Michael 
Collins, executive director of 
the Baptist State Convention 
of Michigan, as he leads the 
convention. Ask God to bless 
his work. 

25 - Pray for Cambrian 
Heights .Church in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, who has 
called Richard Young as its 
new pastor. Ask God to bless 
him in his new work. 

26- Pray for Nelda Popkey, 
WMU president for the Bap
tist State Convention of 
Michigan. Ask God to bless 
her work. 

- 27 - Pray for Tuesday night 
Bible studies held by Marvin 
and Peggy Emmons in Lis
bon. Ask God to open the 
participants' eyes to him. 

28 - Pray for Ann Sprouse, 
IMB missionary to Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, who is on 
medical stateside assign
ment. She has a malignancy. 

29 - Pray for Baptist State 
Convention of Michigan 
teams that God is preparing 
for a partnership mission trip 
to Siberia. 

• 



Associational worker named U.S. missionary 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE Mark 
Hobafcovich has had many 

. homes - Romania, Australia, 
and Tennessee. But he is glad 
he gets to remain in Tennessee 
now that he is being named a 
missionary of the North Ameri
can Mission Board. 

Hobafcovich fled his home in 
Romania and its communist 
system at the age of 20. He im
migrated to Australia. 

He was placed in a hostel in 

Melbourne with other refugees. 
On his first day ther~ he was 
visited by a member of the Ro
manian Baptist Church of Mel
bourne who witnessed to him. 
Hobafcovich became a Christ
ian and soon made the church 
his surrogate family. He didn't 
see his family in Romania for 
11 years. 

Hobafcovich served the 
church, eventually being 
named assoc~ate pastor. And at 
that church he met Christine, 
whom he married. 

Then, in 1993, he learned of 
a need in Nashville for a work
er to help begin a congregation 
for Romanians. 
Hobaf.covich 
said he didn't 
know anything 
about Ten
nessee or Nash
ville. But he 
and Christine 
felt led by God HOBAFCOV/CH 
to move here to 
help First Baptist Church, 
Donelson, begin the Romanian 

Baptist Church of Nashville. It 
now has about 70 people at
tending, of whom Hobafcovich 
baptized 12 . 

In 1995 he was called as lan
guage missions/church exten
sion director, Nashville Baptist 
Association. He has seen over 
50 congregations added to or 
begun in the association. Begin
ning April 1, he will begin his 
work as a North American mis
sionary, helping people of Euro
pean dissent living in the U.S. 
or Canada begin churches. • 

• 

Ron Davidson 
namedDOM 
of Shiloh Asso. 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NASHVILLE - Ron David
son, pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Grand Junction, has 
been named 
director of 

. . 
miSSIOnS , 

Shiloh Baptist 
Association, 
based 1n 
AdamsVille, 
effective April 
3. 

The former 
DAVIDS.ON 

DOM was John Bedford, who 
retired June 30, 1999. 

D avi dson has served the ·"""""' 
Grand Junction church for al
most nine years. He also has 
served as pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Brownsville, 
for almost 11 years; and Park
burg Baptist Church, Jackson, 
for five years. 

He has been a member of 
the Tennessee Bapt1st Con
vention Executive Board. 

Davidson is a graduate of 
Union University. 

He and his wife, J eanenne, 
have three grown children and ~r 
three grandchildren. • 
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chan&in& culture 

Youth ministry must adapt: consultant 
~onnie Davis 
Jtist and Reflector 

~HATTANOOGA - To 
ch youth, methods em
yed by the church must 
tnge, said Ann Cannon, 
ter/consultant on youth is
•s and member, Wieuca 
ad Baptist Church, At

lanta. 
She said 

during her 35 
years as a vol
unteer youth 
worker she has 
seen youth 
change dra
matically and 
her research 

ports that view. Cannon 
ke at Conclave 2000, a 
~ting of youth workers and 
isters from four states 
recently here. 
'""'~os1om~n:s of youth 

eens today and in th e 
couple of decades are a 

te ration desired more by 
ir parents and the largest 
"e the baby boomers, noted 

n, who writes for Life
Christian Resources, 

hville. But they are less 
pared spiritually, because 
gion is becoming less pop
r. 
Peens are picking and 
osing aspects of religions 
. other beliefs, such as be
in reincarnation along with 
~cistianity. They are more 
rant of differing beliefs, but 
of the church because iCis 

titution. 
response of Christians to 

~should be to present living 
p-tples rather than the Bible 
·burch and avoid biblical ter
lOlogy because of the "reli

ignorance" of youth, she 

Teens are relativistic in 
their approach to facts and 
people rather than believing 
in absolut~ truths, she said. 
They are less likely to trust 
peopl~. Youth are more re
liant on their communities 
for information. This may or 
may not include the church. 
As a result of their rela
tivism, youth do not experi
ence much remorse or guilt 
as a result of their actions, 
she said. 

Sociology of youth 
Youth are experiencing .a 

multi-cultm;:al com-
munity because two 
million teens have 

Personal lives of youth 
Finally, teens are suffering 

from "techno-stress." They 
place a low value on life and a 
high value on possessions. 
Many of their parents are the 
children of boomers who resist
ed family life so families are 
still in turmoil. Because of the 
variety of family situations 
they are experiencing, thes.e 
teens are distrustful. 

On the positive side, teens 
are skilled at multi-tasking 
and technology, which devel
ops a loopy thinking style ver-

Builders 
(55-75 yrs. old) 

sus a linear style, Cannon 
said. So lectures are not appro
priate w.ith these youth, but 
technologically-driven pres en
tations of a variety of informa
tion are effective. 

Youth today also have a 
good work ethic and are ser
vice-oriented. They will seek 
experiences, relationships, and 
creativity. Multi-generational 
groups can replace their dys
functional families. They learn 
best through experiences and 
stories and benefit from telling 
their own stories. 

Cannon used an example of 
the creativity of these teens. 
She told of a youth group which 
developed a prayer group that 
communicated via beepers. 

She quoted I Thessalonians 
5:24, noting youth workers can 
find comfort in the fact that 
God calls people to do things, 
and he will accomplish those 
things through them. B&R 

Boomers Generation X Generation Y 
(40-55 yrs. old) (20-39 yrs. old) (10-19 yrs. old) 

been born to mixed 
race parents. But 
comm1:1nities are com
partmentalized for 

Formative 
Experiences 

rural lifestyle, strong 
family, church 

economic affluence, 
space race, American 
pre-emine!1ce, Dr. 
Spock 

broken family, latch 
key childhood, decline 
of America, media, nu
clear threat 

economic boom, eco
nomic divisions, Amer
ican supremacy, day 
care, programmed ac
tivities, high tech child
hood 

groups. Teens are less 
autonomous since 
they are community
reliant but they a:re 
bigoted, noted Can
non. 

Scientific discovery 
is being replaced with 
computer-generated 
virtual reality: So 
youth are living with 
experiences which 
may or may not be 
real, she noted, and 
are willing to accept 
«virtual heros" such 
as Madonna and Den
nis Rodman. 

Teens ate experi
encing a world shift 
from human progress 
to human misery, in
cluding AIDS, con-
flicts such as in Bos
nia, and school shoot
ings. And they are 
facing threats such as 
airplane crashes and 
nuclear accidents. 

Formative 
Teenage 
Experiences 

War 

Defining 
Moment 

Maj'!_r 
Influences 
Saying 

Perception 

Heroes 

Technology 

The Great Depression, 
no significant sexual 
revolution 

World War II, Korean 
War 

bombing of Pearl 
Harbor 

family and church 

no sweat 

we 

FOR, Churchill 

mimeograph, rotary 
phones, slide rules 

Kent State, Civil 
Rights, Watergate, in
flation, sexual revolu
tion, Vietnam protests, 
drugs, hippies 

Vietnam and Cold War 

assassination of JFK 

family and education 

no problem 

me 

John Kennedy, John 
Lennon 

Touch Tone phones, 
phonograph, 8 track 
tape, calculators 

information. explosion, 
McJobs, AIDS, envi
ronmentalism, trillion 
dollar debt, p,olitically 
correct movement 

Iran Hostage Crisis, 
Desert Storm 

explosion of the 
Challenger Space 
Shuttle 

media 

no fear 

us 

Michael Jordan, Kurt 
Cobain 

desktop publishing, 
cell phones, lap top 
computers 

· Internet, Internet 
pornography, booming 
job market, global vil
lage, Clinton scandal, 
tolerance, domestic 
terrorism 

no wars with casuali
ties (wars are CNN 
and UN events) 

Columbine 

technology and friends 

whatever 

us 

Bill Gates, Michael 
Jordan, Tiger Woods, 
parents 

DVDs, beepers, small
er cell phones, Palm 
Pilots 

Adapted from "The View from 30,000 Feet'' by Mike Woodruff, author and speaker on youth issues. For more Information, see www.ivyjun
gle.org or contact Woodruff at (847) 295.9308 or mikewoodru@aol.com. 

uth of FBC, White Pine fast, Ossist ministry Annual Acteens 
Summit set Baptist and Reflector 

JEFFERSON CITY- The 
naritan House Homeless 
~Iter, a ministry of Carson
wman College's Appalachi

Outreach here, was 
~!;ZUlg with activity Feb. 26. 
Forty-two youth, who were 
by Chris Bell, youth min-

ister, First Church, wo.rked at 
the ministry while fasting for 
24 hours for world hunger. 
Pledges they requested for 
the fast were used in a world 
hunger offering. 

The teens broke up and re
moved a damaged sidewalk, 
sorted and 
cleaned toys, did 

landscaping, worked on some 
playground equipment, and 
organized and stocked a food 
pantry. The shelter's food 
pantry provided 1,200 baskets 
af groceries to people last 
year. 

Jean-Ann Washam, di-

rector of the ministry, reported 
their effort was apparent and 
each student was <<friendly, co-
operative, and selfless." . 

The shelter rece.ives funding 
from the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. • 

tUNG men break up a damaged sidewalk which 
•Y.elso removed. They are, from left, Tyler Mar
~ Greg Brown, Benjamin Pewitt, and Tor Zaleski. 

GIRLS working in the garden are, from 
left, Corry Lowe, Kimberly Lowe, Dallas 
Irons, and Stephanie Lowe. 

WORKING to organize the food pantry 
are, from left, -Kristin Carmichael, Ker
ian Buttry, and Estrella Mojica. 

For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - The 
Annual Acteens Summit will 
be held April 20-22 at the 
Nashville Convention Cen
ter and Renaissance Hotel. 

Acteens are girls in 
grades 7-12 who are mem
bers of the church missions 
education program. But all 
girls in this age group are 
welcome, reported Amanda 
Day, Tennessee Woman's 
Mis s ionary Union, based 
here. The office sponsors the 
event. 

This year girls will con
duct ministry projects Fri
day afternoon. 

Earlybird registration is 
$15 per person. For more in
formation, contact Day at 1-
800-558-2090, ext. 7919, or 
aday@tnbaptist.org. • 
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Study seeks to help new -coupleS manage money 
By Charles Willis 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE Michael 
Taylor believes to have strong 
marriages couples must have 
unity of purpose in financial 
goals and money management. 

Taylor, coauthor of the newly 
released Money in Marriage re
source, hopes to help engaged 
and newlywed couples identify . 
sources and solutions for conflict 
in all aspects of their personal 

Associated Baptist Press 

fi:!;)..ancial management. Taylor 
sees the resource as an opportu: 
nity for pastors to help reverse · 
current divorce trends by equip
ping couples with tools. they can 
use te prevent breakups. 

· Working with author and 
money management ·authority 
Larry Burkett, Taylor ·found. 
that conflict over money is the 
number one cause of divorce in 

' America. Burkett is founder and 
CEO of Christian Financ.ial 
Concepts where Taylor, a for-

mer pastor and church planter, 
is a staff writer. They have 
coauthored several volumes re
lated to money management is
sues. 

"The church today looks the 
same as the world in terms of 
divorce," Taylor observed. "The 
way we manage money repre
sents the-·core values of our 
lives, so when husbands and 
wives come together, there can 

·be a collision of core values. If 
we discover the conflicting val-

:study 
a distance," Nie .sjinlo~~d~.·~' ~· r~~p;;~~n 

The study ~ troversy among 
social scientistS:. r-esearch an--PALO ALTO, Cali£; 's ob~ession 

with the Internet''· ~~~j~~~~i~~J~t:;:;~~ so-
~lyst with . t Service, 

cial isolation among, called it a Press 
. to a new study. · 

·People wh<rst>~~ndhm 

' new relationships· · · 
- :'<, __ ~ 

nication, the Stanford 
:?" :~ 

net may contribute to 
those who use it most. 

perce·nt ~n<lici~te4''tifia~ 
ly and 
gatherings. 

. • :<: 

-tlley stay 
8Ji wij.e:k~.:( those, 13 
a~~S\7tl'til.e,; with fami
~atJ~enld fewer social 

..;; ~ .. 

"We're moving from · a din which you But the more. e<XPI()~Lre'!;ue<>DJle gain to the In-
loiow all your neighbors~ " · ·your friends; in- ternet, the more liours to spend on it. 
teract with l9ts of differ(mt people every day, to a 
functional worl<:l, where inteyactiontakes place at 

• - •• ·~. 0:: 

Nie said this data "the trend toward so-
cial withdrawal · " • 

BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800· 251-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOQGA, TN 37415 . 
1 

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van 
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step. 

Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today! 
1-800-330-3622 

Buses! Vans! People Movers! 
www. tri-statevanbus.com 

''l\Tew Millennium. 
l\Tew Wonders.'' 

Great Co:m:m.ission Week 
April 11-13,- 2000 

"Look among the nations!·Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! 
Because I ~m doing something in your days-

You would not believe 'if you were told." Habakkuk 1:5 

ues that cause them to bicker, 
then we can help them come to
gether under the lordship of 
Christ. 

"We need to see ourselves as 
stewards, rather than owners, .of 
what God has given us," he con
tinued. "One of the big cultural 

' lies we encounter is that: you. 
can have more than you can af
ford. We tFy to fix spiritual 
problems with material things. 
The lie that 'more is better' does 
not square with Scripture. God 
chooses to bless us lots of ways 
other t.4an. mater~ally. Obedi
ence may or may not result in 
material wealth." 

Money management is a spir
itual endeavor, Taylor said, and 
he believes couples who deal 
with the issue together can 
solv~ or avoid problems that de
stroy marriages. He views pro
viding stewardship resources to 
couples as. "placing a warning . 
sign at the top of a cliff instead 

ef an ambulance at the botton 
The Money in MarT'iage stt 

becomes a catalyst for couple~ 
get to know each other, he sai 

"You really get to know , 
oth.er person if you know th 
money habits," he noted. "C 
ples can identify, but not ne< 
sarily eliminate, all di~eren1 
They can determine what i~ 
God and where they need 
grow." 

The study provides help " 
a family spending plan, ide: 
fies couples' personality dif 
ences, and gives illustration: 
experiences of other, couples. 

The study is available £1 
Life Way Christian Resource: 
1-800-458-2772 .• 

Director of Student Ministries 
_Samford University 

Devise and implement a ministry to students at a private Christian uni\ 
sity in Birminghain, Alabama with historic ties to the-Alabama Bap 
State Convention. Masters degree from an accredited seminary or diviJ 
school required. Must have previous experience of ministry to student: 
the university or local church context. Experience in the following area 
strongly desired: leadership fo!mation, counseling, creative outreach, 
international mis.sions. Recruit and train students for summer ' missi 
work .. Must implement effective promotion of Student Ministries progrl 
and activities, and ·must cultivate an appreciation for religious, denom 
tional, ethnic, and-culrura·l diversity. 

Send in · resum~ by March 31 to: 'Dr. James Barnette, Minister to 
Unive.t:sity, Sa'!llford University, Box 2,92215, Birmi~ghaiJ!f AL.3522S 
mail: jrbarnet@samiTord.edu . 

' 

Join us at Southern Seminary as we are emboldened to 
follow our Lord's Great Commissiop .mandate of missions, 
evangelism and church growth through workshops, 
missionary presentations and chapel services led by: 

Rev . .Savage and his wife Sandra 

April 11 D. James Kennedy 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

April 12 AI Gilbert 
SBC International Mission Board 
Richmond, Virginia 

April 13 Kevin Cosby 
St. Stephen Baptist Church 
Louisville, Kentucky 

The. Sou~hern Baptist 
Theo~ogtcal Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
(502) 897-4121 · Vzsit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 

· come to. TBCH from Lexington, 
Tennessee, where he formerly 
served as a minister of education. 
Savage: 
• is a native of North Carolina 
• is the father of two adult sons, Paul and Andrew 
• is a graduate of the University of North Carolina (B. A.) and Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary (M. R. E./Social Work) · 
• is a former TBCH Chattanooga campus program director 
• has served on the ministerial staff of churches in Florida,' Kentucky, and Tennessee 



Jimmy F. Dunn, minis
of education/administration 

; First Baptist Church, Nash
lie, for the past 22 years, will 
~tire effective July 31. He be
:m a pre-re
rement med
al leave on 
arch 1. Ana
ve of Stark
ille, Miss., 
unn ·served 
'1 the staff of 
ifeWay Chris-
an Resources DUNN 
fore joining First Church, 

ashville, in 1978. He and his 
ife, Eleanor, have two grown 
InS. 

• Tommy Grubbs, a mem
H of West Nashville Baptist 
hurch, Nashville, recently cel
,rated 50 years of employment 
ith three Southern Baptist 
Dnvention entities - Life Way 
hristian Resources, 14 years; · 
t3C Executive Committee, 27 

· and Seminary Extension 
rhere he currently is employed 
trt-time), nine years. 

• Calvin Moore celebrated 
s 25th anniversary as pastor 
East Union Baptist Church, 

tckson, on March 5. The 
urch held a "Pastor's Appreci
ion Day'' to honor him and his 
mily. He was presented with a 
lver serving tray, love offer
g-, and a friendship quilt that 
:ts quilted by ladies in the 
~rch Moore preached the 

" 

first sermon he preached there 
25 years ago. Moore's wife, 
Becky, and daughters Wendy 
and Penny, provided special 
music. The church is currently 
building a new sanctuary. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Spring City, recently called 
Dennis Davidson as pastor. 

• · Scott Mercer has joined 
the staff of First Baptist 
Church, Dayton , as student 
minister. 

• Steve Roper is now serv
ing as area director of collegiate 
ministries for Hamilton County 
Baptist Association. He previous
ly served as collegiate ministries 
specialist at Clev~land State 
Community College and Lee Un
iversity, both in Cleveland. 

• Paul Crosby has been 
called as pastor of Oak Grove 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga. 

• Joy Brackett recently cel
ebrated her 32nd anniversary as 
financial secretary at East Ridge 
Baptist Church, Chattanooga. 

• Wayne Brooks, pastor of 
Grandview Baptist Church, 
Grandview, died recently. 
Brooks .had been in the ministry 
for 45 years, with the last 10 
years at Grandview. 

• Warren G. Armour, 7 4, 
wJ10 served _as pal?tor of 12. 
Southern Baptist churches dur
ing a 45-y~ar ministry died re
cently in Gadsden. He is sur- . 

vived by his wife, Lala, four 
sons, two daughters, and 22 
grandchildren. 

• North Johnson City 
Baptist Church will sponsor a 
youth crusade April 30-May 3 
with guest speaker Donnie 
Cantwell of Elisha's Quest, a 
contemporary praise and wor
ship band. 

• Sharon Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will hold revival 
March 26-29 with Larry 
Gilmore, pastor of College 
Heights Baptist Church, Gal
latin, as guest evangelist. Music 
will be provided by Doug Jewett. 

• Oak Grove Baptist 
Church, Mount Carmel, re
cently broke ground for a new 
Family Life Center. 

• Shepards Chapel Bap
tist Church, Rogersville, 
will hold revival April 2-8 with 

. a different speaker each ser
VIce. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Dyer, will be in revival March 
26-29 with Damon Patterson as 
evangelist. 

• Maranatha Baptist 
Church, Humboldt, will be in 
revival March 26-29 with Frank 
Kemper as evangelist. 

• Fellowship Baptist 
Church, Milan, will be in re-

' vival March 26-31 with Pat 
Kough, evangelist. 
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Celebrate the Past .•. 

Imagine the FU:ture 

Apri/14-15 

Harpeth Heights Baptist Church, N,ashville 

Mike Glenn, pastor, Brentwood Baptist Church, Keynote 

Speaker on "The Mandate for Discipleship" 

31 conferences available for Adult, Youth, Children and 

Preschool Discipleship Leaders, Discipleship Training 

Directors, Pastors, Church Staff, Prayer Ministry Leaders, 

Women's Ministry Leaders and Family Ministry Leaders 

Cost: $1 0 (includes breakfast, breaks, and lunch 
y 

For more Information, contact Mark Miller or Charlotte Hanson, Tennessee Baptist Convention, at 1-800-558-

20ao, or Mi!ler at (615) 371-2048, mmiller@tnbaptist.org or Hanson at (615) 371-7906, chanson@tnbaptist.org 

• Sylvia Baptist Church, 
Dickson, will hold spring re
vival March 26-31 with evange
list Tony Nolan. 

• Toms Creek Baptist 
Church, Decaturville, will 
host a Soulquest Crusade 
March 26-29 with evangelist 
Ronnie Coleman. 

• A Weekday Early Edu
cation Conference will be 
held April 8 at Ridgedale Bap
tis t Church, Chattanooga. The 
theme of the conference is "The 
Gift of Time." The conference 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and con
cludes at 3:30 p.m. The regis
tration fee is $25 person. Make 
checks payable to Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and mail to 
Sue Raley, TBC, P.O. Box 728, 
Brentwood, TN 37024. For more 
information, call Raley or Joyce 
Johnson at 1-800-558-2090. 

• There will be an Inter
faith Witness Associate 
Training event in the area of 
scientology April 15 at Carson
Newman College, Jefferson 
City. It begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
concludes at 5 p.m. The regis
tration fee is $15 and deadline 
for registration is April 7. The 
training is offered through the 
language church extension/in
terfaith evangelism office of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention. 
For more information, call Tim 

Hill or Judy Hurst at (615) 371-
7916. 

• A retired landscaper or 
agricultural extension agent 
is needed for the next two 
weeks to coordinate planting at 
LindenValley Baptist Con fer
ence Center. For information, 
call Tim Bearden at 1-800-558-
2090. 

• The Central Tennessee 
division of Fishers of Men 
National Tournament Trail 
held its first event of the 2000 
season March 11 on Tims Ford 
Lake. First Baptist Church, 
Winchester, hosted a pre-event 
dinner. Four men made profes
sions of faith during the week
end. The next tournament will 
be March 31 at Percy Priest 
Lake in Nashville. For more in
formation, call state director 
Jake Judd at (615) 822-0077. 

WESTWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH, Manchester, recently held a "We 
Love You" recognition service for longtime workers at the church. From 
left are, front row, Eva Holt, 35 years; middle row, Ruby Brown and Juani
ta Jackson, 35 years; Kenneth Queen, 30 years; back row, Johnnie · 
Brown and £Jill Jackson, 35 years; and Helen Vandergrift, 30 years. Not 
pictured are Anna Rigney, 50 years and Clement Holt and Viva Jernigan, 
35 years. The workers have served a total of 355 years at Westwood. 

• 
J/otu w'e/ cordia/&/ u~J:iedf!xr auuut t!zb 

Jaturc/qy1 ..__/0/<it 7 6, 2000" at 11:00 fu./n. 
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Firm to help SBC visitors have Disney-less visit 
• 

By Dwayne Hastings 
For Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla.- When the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
convenes in Orlando this June, 
it will be the closest the SBC's 
annual meeting has been to The 
Disney Compan y's property 
since Southern Baptist messen
gers addressed the entertain
ment conglomerate in a 1997 
resolution on moral steward
ship. 

Messengers to the SBC meet
ing in New Orleans adopted a 
resolution that drew national 
attention for noting, in part, 
thaf The Disney Company was 
"increasingly promoting im
moral ideologies" and for calling 
Southern Baptists to exercise 
moral stewardship by refraining 
from patronizing Disney enter
prises such as its theme parks 
and theme stores in malls. 

Since that day many have de
bated the impact of the resolu
tion. Supporters of the action 
point to continued depressed sales 
of Disney-themed consumer prod
ucts and home videos in the com-

. pany's most recent fiscal quarter 
as evidence that the boycott is 
having an effect on the company. 
Yet in the same period Disney 
theme parks and resorts reported 
healthy operating profits. 

When Southern Baptists 
come en masse to central Flori
da for the June 13-14 SBC an
nual meeting, they will be tread
in g on Disney's h allowed 
grounds. Disney's Magic King
dom , EPCOT, a nd its other 

parks have helped Orlando earn 
the moniker, "Vacation Capital 
ofthe World." 

Southern Baptists who plan 
to shun the Magic Kingdom in 
.June but who want to patronize. 
the region's other to~rist offer
ings will discover entertainment 
options there nearly as numer
ous as the state's ubiquitous 
palmetto bushes. 

And as Baptists begin to 
make plans for the journey to 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, an Orlando-based tour op
erator, The Orlando Experience, 
has launched an Internet site of
fering suggestions on h ow t o 
make their visit to central Flori
da more exciting and less costly. 

Billing itself as an informa- . 
tion sit e for "family friendly 
vacations," The Orlando Experi
ence's website touts an assort 
ment of theme park-related va
cation packages for messengers 
and their families who will be 
attending the SBC annual meet-

' 

CLASSIFIED 

PRESCHOOL/CHILDREN:First 
Baptist Church is seeking full
time . minister of preschool/chil
dren responsible for o rganizing 
activities of infants through sixth 
grade. ~equi rements include 
personal a nd organizat io nal 
skills, college/seminary or equiv
alent, relocation re quired. Send 
resumes to First Baptist Church, 
Attn. Persorinel Committee, 
1400 W. J ackson St., Ozark, MO 
65721 by M{lrch 31. 

Has God Called You to Ministry? 
If so, make plans to attend the Ministry Preview Conference 
at Southern Seminary, AprillJ, 15. 

• Visit classes and experience our world, class faculty. 
~ 

• Tour our beautiful100,acre campus that boasts one of the 
top theological and music libraries in the world and the 
most technoloiically advanced classrooms in the country. 

• Get answers to your questions about understanding 
God's call, preparing for seminary, and financial aid. 

• Visit with President Mohler at the president's reception . 
Call today, 1 800 626,5525, ~xt. 4617, to receive registration 
information or download a form from www.sbts.edu. Cost is 
$10 for singles and $15 for couples which covers all meals and 
lodging for two nights. Registration deadline is April 6, 2000. ' 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, Kentucky 40280 . 
Visit us on the Internet-· http://www.sbts.edu 

ing in Orlando. The agency's 
primary clients a re Christian 
schools, church groups, choirs 
and orchestras, and organized 
youth groups. 

"The market we serve pri
marily expresses interest in at
tractions such as Universal Stu
dios ," said Doni Keene , a 
spokesman for The Orlando Ex
penence. 

Keene said his firm 's dis
counted ticket prices reflect the 
fact t hat places like Universal 

CLASSIFIED 

YOUTH/MUSIC: Full-time minis
te r of youth and music to guide 
the youth ministry and over.a ll 
music ministry. Send cover letter 
a nd resume to FBC of St. 
Charles, 136 Stoddert Ave., Wal
dorf , MD 20602 , Attn. MYM 
Search. 

Studios have an interest in at
tracting Southern Baptists, not
ing that up to a 40 ~ercent dis
count on some ticket packages is 
available to Universal Studios 
and the adjacent Islands of Ad- . 
venture. The Orl-ando Experi
ence also offers discounted tick
ets to other attractions. 

For more information on The 
Orlando Experience, go to 
www .sbc.net and click on the 
group's highlighted link. • 

, CLASSIFIED 

PASTOR: Long Heights Baptist 
Church, friendly, growing South
ern Baptist church is actively 
seeking a full-time pastor. 
Please send resumes to Pastor 
Search Committee, 6960 Hwy. 
423 E , . McKenzie ; TN 38201 . 
Resumes will be accepted until 
April15. 

LIFEWAV'S EXCLUSIVE Bus SOURCE 

CARPENTER 
BUS SALES, INC.·_ 

Since 1953 

Capacity: 39 adults or 35 with Rear Luggage 

20' to 33' Models, 15 to 33 passengers 

· • Life Way discount 

• 12 to 4 7 adult CC\lpacity 

• 15 passenger vans 

• We_ buy used buses 

• Over 40 buses in stock 

• "No-CDL" buses and Raised Roof· Vans 

(800) ~70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

www. carpenterbus.com 

Check our web site for. new and used inventory. 

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 

"We specialize in church buses" 

, 

CLASSIFIED 
MINISTER . OF MUSIC: First 
Baptist Church, Joelton, 15 miles 
north of Nashville , need$ full
time minister of music. New 
sanctuary (seats 1 ,000), new 
c hoir s uite . Needs skills in 
praise/worship and handbells. 
Dual a.m. services. Se nd re
s ume to P .0 . Box 86, J oelton, 
TN 37080. 

* * * 
NEEDED: Missionary-minded 
couple to serve the Lord in a 
Christian home (not a behavior 
modification facility) that has 
been meeting the physical, emo
tional , and spititual needs 0f cMil
dren for 103 years. Competitive 
sala ry and compensations in
clude housin.g , food ,· insurance, 
and retire ment. Call Jerry Taylor, 
Palmer Home for Children, (601) 
328-5216. 

* * * 
YOUTH MINISTER: Sought for a 
vibrant , growirg subu rban 
church. Youth group of 80+ has 

- significant opportunity for growth. 
Seminary degree required. Send 
resume and cover letter indicat
ing_ general philosophy of youthl 
ministry .to First Baptist Chun;~ 
of Newport News, ·12715 War
wick Blvd., Newport News, V/Ji: 
23606. Or submit via e-mail bY: 
sending them to ·staff@fbc 
nn.org. 

* * * 
MUSIC MINISTER: 
Grove Baptist Church is seeking 
part-time music minister, Her
mitage/Mt. J uliet area. Send re· 
sume to Bakers Grove Baptis 
Church, 3562 Earhart Rd. , Mt 
Juliet, TN 37122 or ca ll (6 15) 
883-5039. 

* * * 
MUSIC MINISTER: Temple Bap 
tist Church is seeking a part-time 
minister of music. Please call OJI 

send resume to Music Search1 
Committee, Temple Bap,tiStl 
Church, 110 Park Circle, Old 
Hickory, TN 37138, -(615} 847· 
5091. 

* * * 
CHILDREN'S MINISTER: Firs 
Evangel ical Church of Tupelo, 
Miss., is searching for an individ· 
ual who is called to children's 
ministry and has a vision for a 
strong children's program which 
points to Jesus Christ. Full-time 
position, paid vacation, benefits, 
401 K. Send resumes to FEC, 
2094 McCullough Blvd., Tupelo, 
MS 38801 , Attn . Kerry Cocke, 
www. firs tevan.net. 

* * * 
NEEDED: Bivocational pastor for 
Woodstock Baptist Church. Send 
res ume to Pulpit Search Com· 
mittee, 2315 Fite Rd., Memphis, 
TN 38127. 



~hrist's return· 
Jimmy Gentry 

Focal Passage: R_evelation 19:6-21 
A fundamental belief of Christianity is that Je
will return. Just as he came a first time to es

dish the means of salvation for all who would 
Jess him, he will come a second time to bring to 

11uJ.1'11C'"•u.u that salvation in those who made ·that 
!fession. What about Christ's retutn? Revelation 
rmt!:l in a clear mess.age of hope that Jesus is 

ning again. The Scriptures for this lesson deal 
h what Christ will do when he returns. Lodged 
;he greater context of Christ's final victory (19:6-
15), John conveys truths about what will happen 
~he Lord's coming. 
Christ makes a claim on his peaple (vv. 6-:9). 
"hears" a great multitude of people breaking 

into praise, applauding the reality that.God, in 
sovereignty, has established his eternal reign. 

... focus of the text suggests that r------= 

's kingdom is present. By using 
symbol of the marriage supper, 

il.n pulls together unique con
- God's reign as celebration, 

church as Christ's bride, and 
n clothing as purity. Those who 
invited to this meal are Chris

ns. The text reyerberates with 
over the fact that Christ makes 

Laim to his own through an invi-

GENTRY 

ion to an eternal banquet. All of this is a predic
'1. of the final consummation articulated in 21:11-
5. Believers may rejoice in knowing that even be
~_ Chris t teturns; he has already made a claim on 
... and a final claim will be made at his coming. "' -~ .. u. st conquers the world (vv. 11-16). In a 

vision, John observes what some call the most 
and explicit depiction of Christ's return 

hd in the New Testament and match it with I 
1 . 

~ssalonians 4: 16-18. But the text doesn't mention 
turn to earth at this time. Christ is ready to re

·n as the great Holy Warrior t"o conquer the 
rld. The key phrase to understanding this is I 
u heaven opened (v. 11). All the symbols suggest 
rist has ultimate power and authority, thus en
.ing victory. The only weapon he has is a sharp 
Jrd coming from his mouth (v. 15). This symbolic 
.guage connotes that Christ's only weapon is his 
•rd. Isaiah used the sword to describe God's pow
ul Word. His Word is the most forceful weapon 
:re is. It cuts the hearts of persons and convicts 

of sin. No other weapon, is needed. The world 
:onquered not with conventional weapons of war, 
t with the unconventional weapon of Christ's 
>rd which is sharper than a two-edged sword. 
The forces of evil are defeated (vv. 19-21). In 
'inal vision, John sees an angel extending a 
,tesque invitation to some birds to eat the flesh 
d blood of those who opposed God. Using Ezekiei
.17-20 as a background, the vision describes -the 
feat of evil. This section, which begins with verse 
, could be entitled, ''The Battle of Armageddon" 
e 16:16). No actual battle, however, is described. 
ere is only a summons to battle which prompts 
1ders to focus on the symbolism. John describes a 
liritual" and not a "military" battle. The 'only · 
l.ng dramatized is the battle's result: the utter de
-uction of evil as indicated by capturing the an
hrist and his agent and their being cast from the 
esence of God into hell. Believers should never 
-get that when Christ returns, the forces of evil 
ll be crushed once and for all. - Gentry is pastor 
lringfield Baptist Church, Springfield. 

Return to harmony 
By Joe Sorah 

• 
Focal Passage: I Corinthians 5:1-13 

Church discipline has _been a widely neglected practice 
in many churches in the last few generations. A recent 
internet search of a major Christian bookstore retailer lo
cated only six books on the subject. However, the topic 
seems to be making a comeba·ck in some circles. Mark 
Dever of the Center for Church Reform lists the regular 
practice of ,church discipline as the seventh mark of a 
healthy church. 

- Paul wrote of the need for church discipline in this 
chapter. The harmony of the Corinthian church was at 
risk, as well as the purity of the Gospel. From Paul's 
words to the church, we can make several statements in 
regard to church discipline. 

Blatant sin should not be tolerated within the 
church (vv. 1-3). The problem within the Corinthian 
church was two-fold. First, a man within the church was 
involved in a sexually immoral relationship with his fa-

- ther's wife. Apparently the woman was his stepmother 
and an unbeliever. Paul was appalled by such behavior. .. 
But worse than this, the church condoned the situation. 
They were proud of their tolerance. 

If the church expelled everyone who sins, everyone 
would be cast out. However, there are some sins that the 
church must confront. Because of the autonomy of the lo
cal church, each church must decide what these sins are. 
In days past, many churches displayed "The Church 
Covenant" which outlined the expectations of the mem
bership. To help in matters of church discipline, a docu
ment such as this should be published and given to new 
members upon their joining a chirrch. 

The goal of church discipline is restoration (vv. 

3-5). Paul passed judg
ment on the man from a 
distance. He called for 
his removal from the 
church. The concluding 
statement in verse five 

~ Bible study 
. -

for March 26 

reveals the goal of church discipline as restoration. 
Through the actions of the church, the man would have 
the opportunity to recognize the seriousness of his of
fense and take the proper action of repentance. 

In Matthe'Y 18:15-17, Jesus gave instructions as to 
how a believer in sin should be confronted. Through~ut 
the process, the goal is restoration. Recall Paul's words in 
Galatians 6:1, Brothers, if someone is 
caught in a sin, you who are spiritual 
should restore him gently, (NIV). 

Sin is serious business (vv. 6-8). 
Left uaconfronted, sin will spread 
throughout the church. Sin will destroy 
the harmony of the church, weaken the 
church's testimony, and hinder the 
spread of the Gospel. With such implica
tions, sin cannot be overlooked. 

Christians should live pure lives 
(vv. 9•13). Believers should not live like 

,...----

SORAH 

unbelievers. I~ a person claims to be a believer yet habit
ually practices sin, ·the church should withdraw fellow
ship. 

Lost people act like lost people. They live in spiritual 
darkness. The church's responsibility is not to judge lost 
persons. 

Our task is to establish relationships with them so 
that we can win them to Christ. Avoiding lost persons 
will not bring them to Jesus. Once a lost person comes to 
Christ, his life and lifestyle will be changed through the 
Spirit's power. 

Unbelievers will take notice when they see believers 
living the Christian life. Therefore, sin is serious busi
ness arid must be confronted in the church. Harmony, as 
well as the Gospel, is at stake. - Sorah is pastor of Cal
vary Baptist Church, Elizabethton. 

Obeying the Lord fully 
By Garry Mille r 

Focal Passages: Joshua 
11:14-23 

"Incomplete obedience is com
plete disobedience." Last week 
we saw just how true that state
ment is and the consequences that 
can result when we fail to do God's 
will God's way. It is doubly damning 
that Achan was from the t?ibe of Ju
dah, the tribe that would one day 
produce the greatest king in Israel's 
history, .David through wJ;lom the 
Messiah would ultimately COIIfe. 

Joshua was Achan's philosophical 
opposite. While A.chan was s~lf-cen.
tered and materialistic, joshua was 
concerned about spiritual things and 
his efforts were focused on bringing 
about the maximum bene-fit for Israel 
by leaving nothing undone of all tha~ 
the Lord commanded Moses (v. 1.5). · · 

The Gibeonites, who had been 
mistakenly spared extinction because 
of their own deceptiveness and Is
rael's lack of attention to complete 
.obedience to God's comm~nds, had 
become a burden and a drain on the 
resources ofisrael's army. In order~ 
fulfill the provisions of their treaty 
with the Gibeonites, Israel was re
quired to protect them from the at
tack of a five-city coalition headed u~ 
by Adoni-Zedek, king of Jerusalem. 
This attack provided the setting for 
one of the great miracles of the Old 
T-estament. When the opposing forces 

than 10 miles away; 6) 
God caused the sun to 
stand still; and 7) they 
resemble the hailstone 
God will hurl to earth 
during the great tribula
tion (Revelation 16:21). 

faced off in the Valley of Aij alan · In addition to all this, it was a great 
something took place for which only incentive for Joshua to do all that the 
God co~d get the credit. The Lord Lord had commanded Moses. 
cast down great hailston es from · We are coming to the conclusion of 
heaven on the enemy and destroyed a month-long emphasis on the work 

- them (Joshua 10:11). Not only that, of the North American Mission Board 
• 

God caused the sun to stand still and and the Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
the moon to stop for about a whole fering. 
day until the people were able to Perhaps the Lord is asking you to 
avenge themselves on their enemies do something different, something 

(ch. 10:12-13). Now .. unusual, ·something more than you 
folks·, that's what I have ever done in the past, some
call a miracle. . thing for which only he can get the 

A miracle is a nat- glory. Maybe he would have you give 
ural or supernatural more than ever before, or go some
event with precise where you have never been as a val
timing so that God unteer or even as a career mission
gets tpe glory. It can ary. It may be that he would call one 
be something as nor- of your children or grandchildren 

MILLER mal as a rainstorm into full-time service that will take 
or as unusual as the them to a distant location and they 

parting_ of the Red Sea. The deter- need your encouragement, blessing, 
mining factor is not the event itself, and support. 
but its source and its purpose. Notice Whatever it is that God would 
the following details about these have you to do, I would advise you to 
miraculous hailstones: 1) their sour.ce hold nothing back, keep nothing in 
was God; ~) their size was unusually reserve, do all that the Lord (has) 
large; 3) more of the enemy soldiers commanded. Because incomplete 
were slain by the stones than by the obedience is complete disobedience. 
sword; 4) they fell solely on the ene- - Miller is pastor, Emmanuel Baptist 
my; 5) they fell as far as Azeka, more Church, Humboldt. 
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SBC seminaries 
OK' d for doctorates 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Four 
Southern Baptist Convention 
seminaries have been ap
proved to offer a new doctor of 
educational ministry degree, 
according to notifications r e
ceived from the Association of 
Theological Schools in the 
United States and Canada in 
February. · 

Receiving word of ATS ap
proval were New Orleans Bap
tist Theological Seminary; 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary, Fort Worth, 
Texas; Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City, Mo.; and Southern Bap
tist Theologica1 Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 

Additionally, Southern Sem
inary received ATS approval to 
offer a new master of arts in 
Christian school administra
tion designed for people who 
hold a teac.her's certificate and 
who have experience in class
room teaching. 

ATS, the accrediting agency 
for graduate theological educa
tion in North America, autho
rized the doctor of educational 
ministry (D.Ed.Min.) degree in 
June 1998 to be offered to peo-

ple. who serve in some form of 
church ministry, denomina
tional service, or missions ad
ministration and who hold a 

. master of arts of Christian ed
ucation (MACE), master in 
ar.ts of r eligious education 
(MARE), master in religious 
education (MRE ) or equivalent 
degrees. 

Previously, holders of these 
degrees were requiTed to do 
master of divinity equivalency 
work before beginning a pro-

·Music makers 
Anita Bice, back, literary design editor of Music Time ·and Music 
Makers stands behind her class, comprised_ of children, ages 4 
and 5,· from Nashville area churches. Featured are, from left, 
front row, Nicole Patton and Rebekah Webster, second row, 
Josh Bates and Uriah Solis. The particular videotape being 
filmed is Music Time, which is a family of church music educa
tion materials for teachers of children ages 4 and 5. For more 
information, contact Rhonda Buescher at (615) 251-5773. 

fessional doctoral program. - bores, and other diseases and 
"Prior to this, students with ·parasites into the available 

the M.A. did not have the op- water supplies. 
portunity to pursue a profes- The Baptist Disaster Relief 
sional doctora~e," said Dennis workers set up two water ... pu
Williams, d_ean of Southern rification units along a creek 
Serpinary's school of Christian near Jantigue, a few kilome
educatioil and leadership. ters east of the refugee camps, 

Jeanine Bozeman, NOBTS and they pumped the purifi~d 
chairperson of the division of water into a portable swim
Christian education, said_ the ming pool for storage. 
new degree accommodates Each of the two units, as
those who want additional ed- sembled in South Africa by the 
ucation but who do not w:ant a Texas Baptists from locally 

. research degree. "The available components, is capa-
D.Ed.Min. ·degrE1e is a bridge 'ble of purifying eight gallons of 
between a master's degree and· water per minute. • 
a Ph.D.," she said. 

Retired missions 
./eader dies 

The D.Ed.Min. degree main
tains academic integrity while 
being sensitive to the numer
ous ministry demands on busy 
staff members, seminary offi-
cials noted. • Baptist Press 

Baptists purify 
water for refugees 
in Mozqmbique 
Associat~d Baptist Press 

DALLAS - Baptist volun
teers from Texas, North Car
olina, and South Africa are pu
rifying water for flood victims 
who have relocated to refugee 
camps in southeastern Mozam
bique. 

Cyclone Eline and subse
quent storms have fm~ced more 
than one million people in 
southern Mozambique from 
their homes over the past 
month. In addition to destroy
ing villages and displacing res
idents, the floodwaters intro
duced cholera, water-borne 

ROME , Ga. - Wendell 
Belew, 77, a noted Southern 
Baptist missiologist and re
tired director of the Missions 
Ministries Division of the for
mer Home Mission Board, died 
March 8 in a 
'Georgia hospi
. tal. 

He had 
been hospital
ized following 
InJunes re
ceived in an 
automobile ac
cident in Rome 
Feb. 24 . His 

BELEW 

wife, the former Edna Record, 
sustained minor injuries in the 
accident. 

Belew served with the 
HMB, now North American 
Mission Board, for 37 years be
fore his retirement in 1988. A 
Ke:Rtucky native and Rome 

resident, he began his mi 
with the agency as director 
Mountain Missions with 
Kentucky Baptist Conventid 
in 1951. 

He is survived by his wHi 
Edna; and three children. • 

Homelife's ·walker 
resigns as editor 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Jon W'"'"'l 
editor of HomeLife, has 
signed after three-and-u-- ...... , 
years, to pursue other intAr~t! 

Walker was the fifth ean~ 
of HomeLife, which was touo~ 
ed in 194 7 and is published 
Life Way Christian 
With a circulation of 
it is one of the largest 
tion publications in Sou 
Baptist life. • 

NBC affiliates pull 
plug on sitcom 
Baptist Press 

LOS ANGELES 
than 17 NBC television 
ates have pulled the plug 
"God, the Devil, and Bob," 
controversial animated si~ 
that features a beer-swil~ 
Diety who has a girlfriend. ..J 

The sitcom, which debUJe 
March 9, mas created a natim: 
wide uproar among Christiall 
and other religious groups •h 
claim the program is blasphf 
mous. 

In a prepared statemen1 
the network said, "it was neve 
our intention to offend aD' 
e:ne." • 


