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Arson cause of Humboldt fire 

Fires .demolish West Tennessee churches 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflector 

HUMBOLDT - Fires swept 
through two West Tennessee 
Baptist churches last week 
leaving behind a mass of rub
ble in both locat ions. 

But ~embers from both 
churches are adament that 
only the buildings burned; the 
churches (people) are still 
standing, the two pastors told 
the Baptist and Reflector. 
Smyrna· Baptist, Humboldt 

The first fire took place in the 
early morning hours of March 
18 at Smyrna Baptist Church. 

The Jackson Sun reported 
that Kay Porter; a church 
member who lives across the 
street, heard a "boom" at 2 
a.m. She looked across the 
street and saw the church 
wh ere she has attended for 17 
years going up in flaines. 

The 25-year-old church was 
in the midst of building a new 
8,000-square-foot s·anctuary 
and educational space for chil
dren and preschoolers. The 
new construction was nearing 
completion. A volunteer team 
from Brookhaven, Miss. , was 
to have put the finishing 
touches on the facility begin-

ning March 30 , said Pastor 
Patrick H enry. In addition to 
destroying the new sanctuary, 
the wind pushed the fire into 
the present sahctuary, de
stroying it as well, Henry 
said. · 

Ron Powers: a state arson 
investigator, told The Jackson 
Sun that the cause of the fire 
was ''definitely arson." He de
clined to release details be
cause of the continuing investi
gation. 

The church met for worship 
at the City Hall in Humboldt 
on March 19 and there was a 
strong spirit, Henry said, no-t-

FIREFIGHTERS attempt to put out a fire at Arst Baptist Church, Selmer, on March 2 1. The· fire destroyed the 
church sanctuary and damaged other portions of the facility. - Photo courtesy of The Independent Appeal 

ing they reminded themselves 
they are the church, not the 
building. 
· Though they can continue to 

- See Fires, page 4 

DESPITE A FIRE which wiped 
out new construction and the old 
sanctuary, the cross atop Smyr
na Baptist Church, f:fumbolt, re
mained standing. The fire oc
curred March 18 . 

;!gislators . to consider eleased. Time Christi n Education 
and assumes liability. :annie Davis 

tist and Reflector 

JNGSPORT - Ann Bennett, chair 
le Sullivan Baptist Association Chris-

dents could choose to attend the Re
leased Time Christian Education class, 
which was held across the street from 
the school in a church. 

The class was very successful, report
ed Bennett, who is a member of Indian 
Springs Baptist Church h ere. It grew 
from 10 students to about 45 .. Many of 
the students became involved in church
es for the first time. And many of the 
students made professions of faith, she 
added. 

the school day in schools across the 
United States. But as 1n Sullivan Coun
ty, administrators deny this opportunity 
because of confusion over legal details. 

In response, bills have been written 
by Tennessee legislators addressing the 
confusing details, reported Bennett. For 
instance, schools may provide released 
time programs if requested to do so by 
three different parents. Released time 
programs are limited to those requested 
by paTents. 

The bills will be acted upon soon by 
the Senate Education Co:nurllttee and a 
subcommittee of the House Education 
Committee, she reported. 

Gary Anderson, Tennessee Baptist 
Convention public affairs consultant, 
endorses the bills and encourages Ten
nessee Baptists to contact members of 
the two education committees and the 
governor to express their approval. Oth
er Baptists have joined a Tennessee Re
l eased Time Ch r istian Education 
Statewide Advisory Committee to lobby 
for the bills and program. 

Life Department, is a proponent of 
!8Sed Time Christian Education. She 
1es more Christians would join her. 
·he knows it works, because she 
>ed lead a Released Time Christian 
tcation program for a middle school 
:ingsport in the 1997-98 school year. 
n cooperation with school officials, 
istians from 11 churches led a class 
ch was a substitute for a related arts 
s, which offered physical education, 
computer, and other subjects on a 

lting basis. The middle school stu-

The pilot program las ted only 25 
-weeks that school year and was canceled 
because of legal confusion over the law. 

Released Time was legalized by a 
1952 Supreme Court decision allowing 
religious study during elective parts of 

Released time cannot be substitut
ed for any core curriculum. School 
boards are not required to take any 
action. Programs must occur at a site 
other than the school and the re
leased time provider covers the cost 

For more information, contact Ben
nett at (423) 288-3785 or obtain more in
foTII:Uition at www .isbc.org/rt. B&R 
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As people die . 

Grief ministries key outreach for churches 
By Polly House 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE - Churches 
. should begin ongoing grief 

ministries because death is· a . 
constant and people need t<;> 
lea-rn to deal with loss, Betty 
Hassler told senior adult lead
ers gathered at Life Way Chris
tian Resources. 

"The whole purpose of grief 
is to bring you to the point of 
making necessary changes so 
you can live with the loss in a 
healthy way," Hassler, an edi
tor of discipleship materials, 
said during the March 22-24 
Senior Adult Leadership Sum
mit at the Southern Baptist 
agency -here. 

"Grief is completely personal. 
Some people are expressive and 
cry a lot. Others want to talk. 
Some people are just quiet. Peo
ple just have to be who· th~y
are " she said. "There really IS 

' . " no right or wrong way to gneve. · 
Using an example from his

tory, Hassler recalled how peo
ple admired the bravery and 
composure Jacqueline Ken
nedy demonstrated as a young 
widow after the 1963 assassi
nation of her husband, Presi
dent John F. Kennedy. 

"Some people aren't that 
stoic, and trying tQ be that way 
isn't going to let them grieve 
appropriately," Hassler said. 

"In our culture there is a 
h~ge fallacy about grief. We 
say the more you can hold it 
together and stay composed, 
the better you're handling your 
grief. The stoicism may really 
delay the resolution of the 
grief," she said. 

In addition to being person-

al, grief should be specific, she 
said. 

"If you don't grieve each 
time you feel like it, it will 
build, ~ and somewhere down 
the line you will explode," Has
sler said, citing an example of 
a woman who fell apart when 
an acquaintance died . . 

"She wasn't grieving for the 
friend. She was grieving for 
her father who had died when 
she was 12 years old." 

Also, she said grief needs a 
time limit. "There has to be a 
period of time from the death 
to the resolution-. You need to 
be able to say, 'I'll need this 
·much time to grieve,' and then 
work toward that." 

When establishing an ongo
ing grief ministry in a local 
church, Hassler: suggested 
leaders determine whom they 
hope to reach. 

Church members and non
church members, Christians 
and non-Christians lose people 
they love. ~veryone has grief 
experiences. 

"Think of the outreach im
plications," Hassler said. 

Hassler defined five compo
nents or groups that can help 
develop successful grief min
istries. They are: 

,. Sunday School - supply 
food flowers, phone calls, vis-' . 
its, and physical, tangible help. 

> Pastor and staff.- pre
pare for the funeral, the grave
side service, and counseling. 

> Deacons- pray and visit· 
the family. 

> Senior adult organization 
- fulfills some of the same 
roles as a Sunday School class, 
but can also lead in organizing 

Planning retreats 
Lead teachers for the 2000 Spring Weekend Retreats for peof:!le 
with mental retardation met recently to plan the retreats, wh1ch 
are scheduled for CarsonSprings Conference Center, Newport, 
April 28-30 and LindenValley Conference Cent~r, Linden, M_ay 
26-28. Cost for the weekend is $50. Registrations are no~ bemg 
received. The retreats are held by tf:le Tennessee Bapt1st Con
vention. Contact Gene Nabi of the TBC staff at 1-800-558-2~90, 

(615) 371-2Q83, or 662-0327. Teachers are, from ~eft, standmg, 
Joy Schleifer, Sandra Hensley, Lisa Moser, Bobble J~ Wood~, 
Beverly Foropoulos; seated, Jerri Brown, Julie _Hutchms, Chns 
Hutchins, and Lucille Smith. 

the cprocess. 
,. Other (perhaps a bereave

ment committee) - divides the 
responsibilities ·among church 
members and facilitates sup-

port over a period of weeks. I~ the days and weeks aft, 
Churcla leaders need to em- the funeral, the needs wi 

phasize the importance of noti- change. A widow might need · 
fying the church whe1;1 a death _ learn how to handle the hous 
occurs, she said. hold business. A widowt 

"The pastor can't know if might need to learn how to < 
someone doesn't tell him. the laundry. ''For many senit 
Someone needs to be sure the adult couples, the rples of r 
calls get made," Hassler, a pas- sponsibility were clearly d. 
tor's wife, said. fined," Hassler said. 

Practical needs must also be Support groups can be hel: 
met, she said. ful to people working throu~ 

"With their permission, of their grief, she noted. Rt 
. course, do something like mow sources are available to he! 
the yard or wash a load of churches establish the~ 
laundry. If there will be family groups. Hassler mentioned R 
from out of town coming in and covering from the Losses of Li, 
staying in the home, change by Norman Wright, a study 

·the sheets on the beds/' Has- his own grief journey followir 
sler suggested. "You might the death ofhis son, publishE 
even need to help~the survivor by LifeWay Christian R1 
get appropriate clothing for the sources. 
funeral." Mentoring or counseling ca 

On the day of the funeral, also help someone wor 
other types of help will be through grief. 
needed. Someone can make Finally, have a group wl 
sure to get the names and aa- can provide services aroun 
dresses of the people who sent the house, such as a homemal 
flowers and what the arrange- er helper, financial/businel 
ments were like. Someone else helper, or home maintenanc 
could make trips to the airport helper. ''Think about how hru 
to pick up people who come in it might be for some people 
from out of town: do simple tasks like changir 

"House-sitting is something light bulbs," Hassler sai1 
that needs to be covered,," Has- "This type of thing is real 
sler said. "How often do you needed and appreciated. 
hear of somecme's house ·being "With 30,000 senior adul 
robbed while the funeral is go- .. dying every day, there is 
ing on? The death notice is in · need for grief ministries· in o 
the paper, along with the ad- churcQ.es," Hassler said. 
dress and the time the house 'We can be there for peopl 

1 will be empty. Somebody nee.ds God can use us if we are avru 
to stay there." able." • 

For many Americans . 

Nursing home care will be neede( 
For Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE -While 75 per
cent of Americans think they will 
n.ever need long-term care, al
most half (48 .6 percent) who 
reach age 65 will spend some 
time in a nursing home, partici
pants in a session on preparing 
for long-term care were told. 

The session was part of the 
March 22-24 SeniQr Adult Sum
mit which drew more than 350 
seniors and leaders to Life Way 
Christian ResourceS. 

"The average nursing home 
stay in the United States today 
is two and one-half to three 
years," John Marshall of Signa
tor Financial Network said. Ten 
percent of nursing_ home resi
dents stay five or more years and · 
the average Alzheimer's patient 
will need long-term care for eight 
years. _ 

"Many obviously will not be 
prepared for the expense associ
ated with long-term care," Mar-

shaJ.l said. The average annu 
cost for a private room in 
skilled nursing home is $125 P 
.day, $3,800 per month c 
$46,000 per year. In 10 year 
the cost is projected to· inerea: 

· to $6,250 per month or $75,0( 
per year. . . 

He cited three common m1 
conceptions about long-:ter 
care beginning with "it will ne 
er h~ppen to me." Others thii 
family members will care fi 
them or that Medicare will p1 
the costs. 

In planning for the future, 1 
said, people have the option: 
funding all or part of the nt 
themselves, looking to Medi~ 
or purchasing long-term care 1 

surance, an option current 
only exercised· by 10 percent 

• • Amencans. 
Pressed by participants 

suggest an age when peop 
should buy long-term care ins1l 
ance Marshall said, "The be 
time 'is before you need it." • 



Goodlettsville 

NAMB trustee works to begin new church 
onnie Davis 
;stand Reflector 

OODLETTSVILLE 
year while David Thomp

was pastor of AI ta Lorna 
.ist Church, Nashville, he 
1ed of the effort of Nash-
Baptist Association to be

tew congregations. 
association, with help 

the North American Mis
Board, had conducted 

ies and found several com
ities which needed congre
".._..,. One included an area 
1other association, but the 

th~ 
W 'lll" - ........ 

Church at 
reek 

as 55 on Sunday mornings. 
And nine people have made 
spiritual commitments and 
been baptized. 

"The unity and spirit we 
have is more special than 
we've ever observed ," said 
Thompson, explaining it has 
reminded him of what mus t 
h ave existed in the early 
church. 

of Nashville Baptist Asso
on pursued it. The area 
the Madison Creek com
ity in Sumner County and 
soe Baptist Association. 
!lompson was contacted by 
Lssociation staff and asked 

A WEDNESDAY NIGHT group of the Church at Madison Creek, Goodlettsville, which is a new congre
gation, stands around a sign used to identify the meeting place of the church. This gathering is at the 
home of its pastor, David Thompson, third from right. - Photo by Connie Davis • 

He gives credit to an Experi· 
encing God study he is leading 
on Wednesday evenings, which 
he said coincides well with 
"defining a faith ministry." The 
study also teaches Christians 
to "walk by faith," he added. 

would help start a church 
e. He agreed partly be

he was a new trustee of 
North American Mission 
rd, which is focusing on 
ch planting, and began 

he started making con-
3 with people and began 
;loping relationships, he 
n to get excited about the 
lrtunity. According to the 
y, 70 percent of the com
tity's population was not 
lved in a church. Thomp
p-adually realized he was 
g led by God to start the 
ail fu 11-time. 
e and his family woul,{l 

to take a huge step of 
if he did that, described 
pson. He has been in the 

~bY. for 20 years, but he 
always served existing 
ches in a staff position. 
hompson m et with his 
, Treva. At first, she ad
ed, she thought her bus

was crazy. The couple 
three children and were 
ming .to adopt a baby so 
·a had just quit her job out-

the home. But after 
' er Treva agreed they 

should pursue the call. 
Thompson contacted the 

Tennessee Baptist Convention 
which agreed to help him. 
Fred Davis of the TBC staff 
was assign~d to assist him and 
he was given . a monthly 
stipend. Tpen he took the final 
step; he resigned a~ pastor of 
Alta Lorna Church last No
vember. 

Groundwork for a church 
Thompson started the ven

ture by becoming familiar with 
the area of Madison Creek lo
cated northeast of Nashville 
between Goodlettsville and 
Henders<mville. He and Davis 
did some groundwork like 
identifying Madison Creek Ele
mentary School as a potential 
meeting site. 

Thompson began coming 
into contact with people who 
lived in the area and wanted to 
help. In December he began 
holding small group meetings 
on Sunday afternoons at his 
home. 

The response was so good he 
and leaders developed a vision 
and strategy for the church, 

which they named the Church 
at Madison Creek, and pub
lished a pamphlet describing it 
and its purpose. They devel
oped a web site on the Internet 
because they are trying to 
reach young people who are 
computer savvy. And they set 
a target date of Jan. 9 to begin 
the church at the school. 

Thompson had his disap
pointments. Several initial 
lea ders chose not to be in
volved. But Thotnpso:Q. and oth
er leaders continued working. 

They continued holding 
meetings and in January be
gan holding "preview services 
and activities" at Madispn 
Creek Elementary School and 
at the Thompson home on 
Wednesday evenings. 

Encouragements 
God began providing for the 

congregation, claimed Thomp
son. For example, a member of 
the youth group 'Thompson led 
at Silver Springs Baptis t 
Church, Nashville, Daniel 
Williams, agreed to serve as 
associate pastor. A fellow stu
dent with Thompson at South-

ern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Lee Fesler, 
agreed to ·lead outreach. Fami
ly members of a friend who is a 
current student at Southern 
Seminary, Steve and Traci 
Lynn, joined the group. 

Leaders canvassed about 
100 homes, asking residents 
for basic information on the 
people living in the homes. 
They also gave residents a 
package of microwave popcorn 
which asked them to "pop in 
and see us" at the Church at 
Madison Creek. 

Rewards 
During a Sunday afternoon 

Bible study, a young woman 
who was a Mormon attended. 
After the study and many 
hours of counseling that 
evening, she became a Christ
Ian. 

That woman brought a fel
low Mormon to the study. Soon 
she became a Christian, re
ported Thompson. 

The enthusiasm of these 
new converts seemed to ener
gize the. new congregation, he 
described. It has been as large 

Dreams 
Thompson hopes the congre

gation will keep reaching 
unchurched people who may 
not have a church background, 
such as Mormons. 

For that reason, the church 
name does not include Baptist. 
The worship style is non-tradi
tional. Potential members will 
have to attend a four-ses sion 
Discovery Class to become a 
member. And members will be 
trained via mentors. 

These approaches will help 
the congregation_become a 
church which will begin anoth
er church every three years, 
said Thompson. 

The Church at Mad.ison 
Creek will begin to officially 
meet April 16 . To prepare, 
leaders will mail a flyer to 
10,000 homes, advertise in 
newspapers, and conduct some 
servant evangel ism, said 
Thompson. 

The experiences of starting 
this new congregation have 
been "like walking on water," 
he stated. "You never know 
what God can do through you 
until you get out of the boat." 
B&R 

ildren's worship leaders· urged to return childhood to children 
~harles Willis 
Baptist Press 

fASHVILLE - Today's children, 
1y of whom have their childhood 
m from them early in life, should 
e their spiritual childhood re
led to them, a Southern Baptist 
;or told children's worship leaders 
·ting in Nashville. 
'he Children's Worship Conference, 
rch 20-22, was held at LifeWay 
istian Resources of the Southern 
•tist Convention. 
'rank Lewis, pastor of First Baptist 
U'Ch, Nashville, said Southern Bap
s have become proficient in evange
l but deficient in worship. 
Worship can be evangelism," he 
l, "but it has other elements, too. If 

we are going to give our children a 
spiritual childhood, we have to help 
them to understand the value of God's 
Word and to have the 
ability to listen to it." 

Adults need to help 
children "realize God 
still speaks and th!}t 
what he says is pre
cious," Lewis said. 

Children's worship 
leaders need to lead 
parents "to reclaim LEWIS 

the biblical responsibility of blessing 
their children," he continued. When 
his first child was still very young, he 
recounted, h e began the practice of 
blessing her after she had said her 
prayers at bedtime. The tradition has 
continued with both his children, and 

he s~id he hopes they will remember 
that blessing when they face tempta
tions as youth. 

"It is as simple as placing my hand 
on their heads and saying, 'Be wise, be 
strong and be pure. In Jesus' name, 
amen. , " 

Whether children worship with 
their parents or in a separate chil
dren's service, Lewis said pastors and 
leaders should ask themselves if what 
takes place is meaningful and spiritu
ally transforming to boys and girls. 

Lewis listed five factors necessary 
for every worship service: God must be 
honored, the culture of the congrega
tionyShould be engaged, intellect 
should be stimulated, hearts should be 
moved, and lives should be changed. 

Today's children are growing up in 

a landscape completely different from 
that of their parents, Lewis noted. 

"We must do everything we can to 
get our children to Jesus," he said. "If 
we don't get them to Jesus, there. are 
too many other places that will get 
them." 

LifeWay's church resources division 
sponsored the Children's Worship 
Conference. Special-interest seminars 
were offered, along with demonstra
tions of varied children's worship ser-
VIces. · . 

Information about next year's Chil
dren's Worship Conference, March 19-
21 in Nashville, may be directed to 
Pamela Boucher, children's worship 
consultant for LifeWay at (615) 251-
3614 or by e-mail to pboucher@life
way.com. • 

March 2S, 2000 I B&R 
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Fires demolish West Tenness-ee churches • •• . ' 

- Continued from page 1 
use the City Hall building, 
church members were anxious to 
return to their own site. And, on 
March 26 they did, at least tem
porarily. 

The evangelism office of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention 
provided a large tent that was 
set up on site, Henry said. 'We 
had a great service on March 
26," he said. The church will 
have use of the tent for about 
four weeks before it will have to 
be moved to another church that 
already had the tent scheduled 
for a revival, the pastor said. 

"We're down, but not out," 
said Georgia Brisentine. She 
noted the general feeling of the 
church was "we'll come back 
stronger than we were before." 

Anoth er church member 
agreed. "Even as we watched it 
burn, we knew we ~would come 
back," said Charlotte Cole. Both 
women serve on the church's 
building committee. 

Henry, who is in his third 
year as pastor of the Gibson 
County Baptist Association con
gregation, too, is optimistic. 

"From seeing t h e building 
burned, we are more determined 

I 

than ever to see it through," he 
said. 

While the church did have in
surance on both the old building 
and the new construction, they do 
not yet know how much of their 
loss will be recouped, the pastor 
said. 

He noted churches and individ
uals have been supportive and 
they have received some cash gifts 
and even an organ to assist with 
their soon-to-begin rebuilding ef
fort . The church also had been as
sisted with construction before the 
fire by Lane Baptist Church, Ken
ton, Hemy said. 

One pastor who called and of
fered encouragement, Henry said, 
was Daniel Donaldson, pastor of 
Salem Missionary Baptist Church, 
a black Baptist congregation, that 
was burned by an arsonist a few 
years ago. 

"It's amazing how you can re
ceive blessings from something so 
tragic," Cole said. 

Henry said he feels no animosi
ty toward the arsonist. "My son
in-law said he's the one we need to 
be praying for," the pastor noted .. 

Though the fire demolished the 
new building and the sanctuary, 
the fire stopped short of the 

PASTOR PATRICK HENRY, right, looks over building plans at 
Smyrna Baptist Church with members, from left, Georgia and 
James Brisentine, Charles Flowers, and Charlotte and Warren 
Cole . . 

steeple on the front of the church. 
"The cross is still standing and 

we're still preaching the cross," 
Henry said. 

Individuals or churches inter
. ested in assisting the church can 

contact Henry at (901) 824-3812 or 
Cole at (901) 
686-9653 , the 
pastor said. 
FBC, Selmer 

The san ctu
ary was de
stroyed and t he 
two educational 
buildings re-
ceived extensive 

'' damage from a 
fire ·that oc
curred mid-
morning 
March 21. 

on 

vestigation is still going Qn. 
Walker said the preliminary 

damage estimate is $2 million. 
Ironically, Walker said, one of 

WALKER 

the church's 
best spiritual 
services was 
held the Sun
day before the 
fire. "Our peo
ple m a de · a 
strong commit
ment to pray 

and you coul.d 
feel the Spirit of 
.the Lord," here-

called. . 
The fire is a ren;1inder that 

material things can disappear, 
he added. 

The fire began as workers 
were on the roof welding a frame 
for a new steeple, which was to 
be part of a renovation project 
for the church, Walker said. 

SMOKE BILLOWS out of the sanctuary of First Baptist Church, Selmer. The church 
received extensive damage from a March 21 fire. - Photo courtesy of The lnde,. 
pendent Appeal 

According to 
Pastor Max 
Walker, the ex
act cause of t he 
fire has yet to 
be determined. 
Arson, however , 
h as been ruled 
out, h e said, al
though the in-

Normally, the church's day
care wauld have been in session, 
but thankfully they were out for ' 
spring break, he said. 

Walker said some office 
' 

equipment was salvaged but his 
personal library was damaged . . 

• Floyd Simmons, pastor 
of E llis t on · Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will celebrate 50 years 
in the ministry on Sunday, April 
2. The special service will begin 
at 10:30 a.m. followed by lunch. 
All former members of the 
church and friends of the Sim
mons family are invited. 

• William Lane Harris has 
been called as pastor of First 
Baptist Church, 'LaFollette. He 
had been ser ving as pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, New 
Brockton, Ala., s ince 1986. He 
and his wife, Brenda, have two 
sons. Harris is a gr aduate of 
New Orleans La..) Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. 

• Allons Baptist Church, AI-

4 

Ions; ordained Jim Bowman 
and Vance Williams as deacons 
on March 19. 

• Joey Jones has been 
called as bivocational minister of 
youth and children at Temple 
Baptist Church, White House. 
He and his wife, Lynn, have two 
children. 

• Everette M. Sherwood 
Sr., a member of Dixie Lee Bap
tist Church, Lenoir City, died 
March 10. He was 85. Sherwood 
was a minister with many East 
Tennessee church es for more 
than 62 years. He is survived by 
his wife, Frances, and four chil
dren and five grandchildren. 

• Georgia Snodderly, a 

member of Bethany Ba ptis t 
Church, Powell, died March 18. 
She was active in Midland Bap
tist Association and served on 
the Tenness'ee Baptist Conven
tion's Historical Committee. 

• Harmony Baptist Church, 
Brownsville, will hold revival 
April 30-May 3 with M a urice 
Hays, collegiate ministries spe
cialist at Jackson State Commu
nity College, as guest evangelist. 
Bennie Morrison will lead the 
mUSlC. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Gleason, will hold revival April 
9-12 with evangelist Phil Glisson 
of Memphis. 

• First Baptist Church, 

LaFollette, will host the 43-
voice Southwestern Singers from 
Southwestern Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary on April 4 at 7 
p.m. (see more information on 
the group on page 9). 

• Union University's Cen
ter for Faculty Development in 
J ackson, was recently awarded· a 
$126,000 grant from the Teagle 
Foundation, a private founda
t ion whose major inter es t i s 
strengthening private higher ed
ucation. The grant, which will be 
distributed over three years, will 
assist the center in the develop
ment of five important areas in
cluding teaching, professional 
development, advising, commu-

I 

"It's a terrible loss," he sa 1 

fhe fire . 
Walker observed there 

. been a tremendous outpouri1 
support from the communit; 
eluding churches of all den. 
nations. 

The church held prayer rr 
ing the night after the·fire in 
church parking lot, Walker f 
He noted someone observed, 
are the church right h· 
What's over there is onl 
building." 

"Our people can rally aro 
something like this." 

N ating he preached from 
mans 8:38-39, he said the 
will cause .us "to find out w 
we're made of." 

The church met on MarcE 
at MeN airy High School. "W 
trying to locate a perman 
temporary location until we 
get back into the facility," WJ 
er told the Baptist p,n'd Rejk. 
late last week. 

It was a powerful co1nnntn 
service, Walker said. His mess 
focused on «rising above the ~ 

" h 'd es, e sa1 . . 
"We made a commitmenl 

God and each other that we wG 
be a stronger and better churcl 
we rise above the ashes and 
build." 

There were about 350 peo:pij 
the service and there were 
professions of faith," Walker 
Two others joined the """UI"''~ 
letter , he added. · 

Walker, in his 18th v ... ,"'' 

pastor of the Selmer vv.u"'. 

tio:n, said, "This will be the 
est t hing I've ever dealt 
But with prayers, patience, 
courage, it will get done," 
said. 

A temporary church office 
been set up. For · 
to offer ass istan ce, call ( 
645-3058 or 645-5326. • 

nity service, and faith i 
tion. 

• Carson-Newman 
lege, Jefferson City, will 
the Southwestern Si 
Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary at 3 p.m. on 
(See page 9 for more infonnatil 
on the group). Also, Bill 
Leonard, founding dean of t1 

• • Wake Forest University Divun 
School, delivered the T.B. Mas~ 
Lecture on March 28 at the scbD! 
The lecture was titled "Being Ba 
tist: What Does It Mean and Is 
Worth Anything?" 
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3> makes Southern Baptists unbeatable team 
.onnie Wilkey, editor 

)ne of my all-time favorite movies is 
osiers." It is based on the true story of 
asketball team from a tiny Indiana 
1 school that shocked the state in the 
rY 1950s by winning the state champi
hip. Along the way they knocked off 
ns from schools much larger than they 
e. 
:'be team defied all odds to win the state 
mpionship. On paper there was no way 
r should have won. But, thankfully, you 

have to play the game and anything 
happen. 
,oday, Southern Baptists, in particular, 
Christians, in general, are like that In

la team. We live in a world that seems 
e stacked against us. Satan is a driving 
e. Evil is rampant. 
Vhen we look at it "on paper," we think 
at can one Tennessee Baptist or one 

istian do? How can we win?" 
~ut, we can and we will. We have the ul
flte weapon in our arsenal - God. With 
nothing is impossible. 
ne thing that helps to "level out" the 

~ing field for Southern Baptists is the 

est editorial 
• e more t1me 

ony W. Cartledge 

lome rumors take on a life of their own 
simply refuse .to die. Such is the case· 

l the ongoing panic among w_ell-mean
believers who keep buying into the 25-
r-old claim that Madalyn Murray 
'air is out to take over the television air
es and ban all references to God from 
Lie broadcasting. 

bogus, bogus. 
all its several varieties, {.he rumor is a 
and the threat is non-existent. 

latest re-incarnation of the rumor 
~sin the form of an urgent e-mail that 
r,;ts ~he popular TV program, "Touched 
~n Angel," may be canceled because it 
h uses the word, "God." · 
Jogus. 
rfost people know by now that O'Hair 
been missing for years and is presumed 
d, so current rumormongers speak of 
ther petition filed by "a daughter," "sup

" or "members of her organization." 
3ogus. 
rhe recent version also cites a different 
,tion number from the one usually given, 
. sting that it represents a new action. 
3ogus. 
)ifferent numbers probably resulted 
n a typo when someone passed the "call 
dion" along to a friend. 

Matthew 9:37-38 

Cooperative Program. For 75 years the Co
operative Program has been the instrument 
God has used to share his message with a 
lost and dying world. 

The Cooperative Program allows one 
Tennessee Baptist in the smallest of church
es to have the same impact as one Ten
nessee Baptist in the largest of churches. 

Combining all those dollars and channel
ing them through the Cooperative Program 
enables Tennessee Baptists, regardless of 
size of church, to be involved in missions 
and ministry in Tennessee, in North Ameri
ca, and around the world. 

This year Sout:P.ern Baptists are cele
brating the 75th anniversary of the Cooper
ative Program. The theme is "Partners in 
the Harvest:" Churches and individuals are 
being asked to pray for missions and mis
sionaries, to participate in a missions pro
ject, and to increase the percentage they 
currently give through the Cooperative Pro
gram. 

April 9 is Cooperative Program Sunday 
on the SBC calendar. Take time to thank 

· God for planting the CP idea among South
ern Baptists 75 years ago and consider be
ing a "partner in the harvest." Many lives 
have been changed because Southern Bap
tists have given through the Cooperative 
Program all these years. 

But, one look at the world today will 
remind us there is still plenty of work to 
be done. We cannot stop until we can do 
all we can to help reach t>ur world for 
Christ. B&_R 

O'Hair rumor is indeed a rumor 
We received so many queries at the pa- circles ruled that purely preaching· pro

per that we called the Federal Communica- grams did not always qualify as "education
tions Commission (FCC) and asked for an al" programming. This ruling concerned ed
official response. Here are a few facts about ucationallicenses only, however, and it was 
this unfoft!,mate business: quickly reversed. 

>- In December 1974,-Jeremy D. Lans- >- According to its memo, "The FCC 
man and Lorenzo W. Milam filed a petition cannot direct any broadcaster to present, 
asking the FCC to inquire into operating ·or refrain from presenting, announce
practices of statio~s licensed to religious or- ments or programs on religion,_ and the 
ganizations. ' FCC cannot act as an arbitrator on the 

The petition, routinely assigned the insights or accuracy of such material." 
number RM-2493, asked that no new non- _ Broadcasters alone - p.ot the FCC, nor 
commercial broadcasting licenses be grant- - any other governmental agency- are re
ed until the inquiry was completed. The pe- sponsible for selecting the programming 
tition was denied by the FCC Aug. ·1, 1975, aired by their stations. . 
and it has been dead ever since. · >- Since 1975, the FCC says it has re-

>- The FCC explaJned in 1975 that it is ceived and responded to millions of in
required by the First Amendment "to ob- quiries about these rumors, yet they keep 
serve a stance of neutralitY toward religion, persisting .. The advent of e-mail just 
acting neither to promote nor to inhibit reli- spreads them more quickly. 
gion." Indeed, ~'the Communications Act ~et Baptists do their part to squelch er
(the law that established the FCC and de- rorieous rumors such as this and the equal
fines its authority) prohibits the FCC from ly insidious and persistent claim that Proc
censoring broadcast material and interfer- tor & Gamble promotes satanic worship. 
-ing with freedom of speech in broadcast- God is not honored by the spreading of 
ing,~ according to the memo. falsehood, even by well-meaning- believers 

>- No federal law or regulation gives the who don't know the rumor is a hoax . 
FCC the authority to prohibit radio and In any event, now you ·know better. 
television stations from presenting religious You've got the facts to support you. • -
programs. A recent FCC opinion that re- Cartledge is editor of the Biblical Recorder, 
ceived much negative publicity in Christian the Baptist state paper in North Carolina. 

tOi/y living, words go hand in hand in sharing Christ 

Dear Dr. Graham: Which is 
re important, to bear wit
·s to our faith by our liues or 
talk with others about it? I 
ow we are supposed to be 
tnesses to our faith but I 
rJe a hard time talking with 
.ers about something that is 

so personal. - KR. 
Both our lives and our 

words are important, and both 
go hand-in-hand as we seek to 
share Christ. 

If our lives don't support 
what we say to others about 
Christ's ability to change us, 
then few people are going to 
believe what we tell them. The 
opposite is true also. If we nev
er tell anyone about Christ but 
only hope that somehow our 
lives alone will bring them to 
fa!th, then few people will ever 
come to Christ through our 
witness. 

I like the illustration some
one once used about this: Just 
as an airplane needs both 
wings to fly, so our witness 
needs both our words and our 
works. One wing is not more 
important than the other wing! 
James put it this way: "As the 
body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without deeds is dead" 
(James 2:26). 

What can you do to be a bet
ter witness? Pray for those 
around you who ne~d Christ. 
Only God can open their eyes 
to their need of him. Praying 
for them will also help you be 

more concerned for their salva-
tion. 

Ask God to give you oppor
tunities to speak about Christ 
and what he has done for you, 
even in small ways. We aren't 
all called to preach but often 
the most effective witness is 
the person who daily experi
ences Christ's love and quietly 
shares it with others. • -
Write to Dr. Graham in care of 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, P .O. Box 779, Min
neapolis, MN 55440. Copyright 
1999 Tribune Media Services 
Inc. 

Start with a smile 
Husband to wife: 'What are 

you doing with a paint brush 
and bucket?" Wife: "Can't you 
see? I'm painting these dingy 
walls." Husband: 'Why are you 
wearing a ski jacket and a fur 
coat?." Wife: "The ins tructions 
say, 'For best results, put on two 
coats.' " 

Take this truth 
The tongue-in-cheek one lin

er says, "If all else fails, read the 
instructions." 

Memorize this Scripture 
"Go learn what that means." 

-Matthew 9:13 

Pray this prayer 
"Lord, deliver m~ from being 

one of those who hears but un
derstands not." •-Wood can be 
e-mailed at drfredwood@ aol.com 

Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
March/April 
30 - Pray for Westlynn 

Church in North Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada, 

· which is holding seminars in 
March and April to promote 
the Christian life. 

31 -Pray for a 14-member 
team from Highland Baptist 
Church, Pulaski, who will 
prayerwalk March 31-April9 
in the Algarve region of Por
tugal. 

Aprill - Pray for the team 
from Highland Bapti~t 
Church, Pulaski, who are 
prayerwalking in Portugal. 

2 - Pray for missionaries 
Brenda and Eddy Hallock in 
Rio de Janeiro, as they work 
with Tennessee volunteer 
teams. 

3 - Pray for Georges and 
Carolyn Boujakly, church 
planters and strategists in 
Quebec, Canada. 

4- Praise God for a 12-mem
ber Disaster Relief construc
tion team from First Baptist 
Church, Pulaski, who 
worked March 4-12 in 
Nicaragua building homes 
for hurricane victims. 

5 - Pray for Philippine Inter
national Baptist Church, 
Sterling Heights, Mich., 
which is searching for a 
building to buy. The church, 
which is led by Pastor Ray 
Bosi, is~meeting at Memorial 
Baptist Church there. 

• 
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To serve in Mozambique 

Couple commiHed to overseas evangelism 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

MONTEREY - Rodney arid 
Lee Ann Smith may seem to be 
unlikely overseas missions vol
unteers. 

Rodney Smith is the r etired 
head of a division of the United 
States Treasury Department 
for New Mexico and Orlando, 
Fla. Lee Ann Smith is a former 
school teacher. 

·They were active Baptists 
when they met on a missions 
trip in the Ukraine. They were 
single, both having s uffered 
failed marriages. 

to man," explained Rodney. 
And the couple has served in 
Bangladesh, Burma, Russia, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, and 
Romania. 

Compulsion to serve 
The Smiths describe d a . 

compuls ion to serve despite 
many challenges to service. 
They recollect experiences with 
people rather than dangers, 
bone-weary fatigue, and sacri
fices they make to participate. 
They s pend about $13,000 a 
year on missions efforts. 

Their commitment is spiri
tual, they explained, so the re
wards are_ spiritual. But they 
also experience worldly re
wards, the cou~le added. 

. Although Rodney Smith 
lived in New Mexico and Lee 
Ann lived in Texas, they even
tually married, settled in Ten
nessee, and have continued 
their missions work, traveling 
overseas aho\lt three t imes a 
year. 

"We have personal Christ
ian friends· all over this world," 
explained Rodney. 

RODNEY SMITH shows a food tin used as a musical percussion in
strument by Christians in Rwanda which was given to him as a gift. 

' Lee Ann r ecalled the arm 
outstretched by a woman· in 
Bangladesh and the concern 
reflected on her face as Smith 
tried to cross rice patties. 

Lee Ann Smith holds a remembrance given to Rodney by Christians 
in India. - Photo by Connie Davis 

The unusual part is they 
have seen about 100,000 peo
ple make professions of faith. 
And they have served, at their 
own expense, in some of the 
most remote and dangerous 
places in the world. 

Rodney r em ember ed the 
women and children who came 
to him on a street in Kosovo 
begging for the food he was 
distributing. 

man had traveled two days by 
train to be with the American 
Christians. 

They recalled the outdoor 
memorial service they were in
vited to attend in· Kosovo 
where they viewed about 50 
caskets surrounded by crying 
women. And Lee Ann remem
bered the woman there who 
stopped her on the street to 
tell her now Serbs took her son 
and cut his throat in front of 
her. 

For example, Rodney was 
serving in Rwanda in 1993 
during its civil war. H e evacu
ated with Peace Corps volun
teers. The couple served in 
Kosovo in August · 1~99, where 
they saw "what man has done 

Lee Ann remembered climb
ing into a t r ee house to play 
with some boys in Burma. 

In Russia, t h e couple was 
shocked to meet a translator 
who helped them several years . . 
previously in the Ukraine. The 

The Smiths under stood why 
their insurance through the In
ternational" Mission Board had 
increased from $4 to $53 a day 
when they heard bullets and 
explosions iiY Kosovo. 

In a Bangladesh village 
they recalled the faces plas- · 
ter ed to the windows of their 
van to see the white people. 
And they r emember ed tb,e 
guileless interest of people 
there in Jesus. The residents 
had never heard of him. 

PAUSING FOR a photo with new friends in Kosovo are Rodney 
Smith, left, and Lee Ann Smith, third from right. They served there 
as part of one of the first American relief teams, which was sent by 
Southern Baptists there. The Srnjths and other Baptists distributed 
food to residents. 

They r emembered the very 
large, progressive church they 
helped in India. 

The Smiths also told of the 
Burmese. When a person was 
told about Jesus and how to 
become a Christian, he or she 

Computer training set for Church Media Libraries 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - Two Church Media Li
brary computer conferences 
are s lated for Tennessee 
Church Media Library workers 
in April and May. 

· These events, appropriately 
called "Super Cyber Satur
days," are co-sponsored by the · 
Church Media Library Min
istry of the Tennessee Baptist 

MOYE Convention ha.sed here and 
Book Systems Inc., Huntsville. 

The conferences will feature the library soft
ware Concourse!MLS. 

The conferences :will be held April 29 at 
Union University, Jackson, and May 20 at Car
son-Newman College, Jefferson City. 

The conferences will begin at 9 a.m. and end 
at 4:30p.m. 

The events include training for beginning 
and experienced users of Concourse/MLS soft
ware. Mini-conferences will include Ready ... 
Set ... Automate, Exploring Cyberspace, Help 
... We Need Timesavers, and To Barcode or not 
to Bar code. 

Pre-registration is requested 10 days prior to 
the event and conference fees are $25. 

For more informatio11, call Jay Moye, TBC 
Christian Growth Development Group, Church 
Media Library Consultant, at· 1-800-558-2090, 
(615) 781-8921, or jmoye@tnbaptist.org. • 

prayed to make that decision. 
The couple saw. no one refuse. 

Finally, the couple told of 
the realization in Kosovo that 
Christians were guilty of the 
atrocities against the Muslims. 
Instead of _r eferring to them
selves as Christians, they 4ad 
to identify themselves as fol
lowers of Christ. 

The Smiths will serve in 
Mozambique April 3-16 dis 
tributing seed and farming im

. plements to help flood victims 
there. 

Process of serving 
The couple want oth er 

Christians and Baptists to ex
perience what they have expe
rienced. And people shouldn't 
hesitate because . Christians do 
not have to be uniquely skilled 
or called to conduct overseas 
missions work, they said .. _ 

They know this because 
they were so inexperienced 
and untrained, they· r eported. 

Lee Ann said before her 
first tr~p she experienced cold 
sweats in sleep and_ during ini
tial trips sh~ literally shook 
sh e was so nervous. But God 
allowed her to just "stand 
there and look American" and 
still be effective, she said, be-

~ 

For Baptist and:~ctar -

cause of the Christian trans 
tors who were assigned to h 
And Rodney recalled bei 
sent to a place where peo1 
became Christians just 
reading tracts he distributed 

Concerning cultural ch; 
lenges, the Smiths said nc 
when they stay in hotels tb 
miss staying with residen· 
even though they've slept wi 
chicken s and goats neart 
said Lee Ann. But the "peo1 
just love you to death," s· 
said. 

They want to encoura 
Christians who are wary of 1 

rect evangelism. Mter their E 

periences the.y choose tl 
ev~;~.ng·e lism-oriented e~fer 
rather than construction pr1 
ects . . This is true despite t1 

fact they are skilled in co 
struction . One of Rodney's h~ 
hies is woodworking and tb 
helpe'd build their house. 

God will use anyone who 
willing, they assured. Lee Al 
said, "We're certainly n 
saints." And s h e still car 
quote much Scripture, sl 
added. 

They ar e glad to report ~ 
t ral Baptist Church, C~ 
ville, where they are membJ! 
has served overseas for 

·past three years. The Smt 
have seen about 30 members 
the church participate ill ov · 
seas missions work for the 
time. 

God's provision 
God has led them in e"«i 

effort, they claimed. For exaJ 
ple, he led them last year to 
in Texas on vacation so tn 
could help tornado victims 
Oklahoma t hrough Southe1 
Baptist Disaster Relief. 

God also provides for thE 
service, the Smiths suggeste 
Rodney still serves as a bm 
examiner to help subsidi 
their efforts. 

"It's just been all in li 
plan," said Rodney Smith. B~ 

Annual congress 
scheduled for boy 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - The a 
nual Tennessee Royal A.mba 
sador Congress wi ll be ApJ 
20-22 at Belmont Universit 
Nashville. Participants may I 
boys and girls, young men ai 

women, members of Mi 
sionKids, EZRAs; and Roy 
Ambassadors, and their lea 
ers. 

For more information, eo 
tact Carol· Davidson at 1-80 
558-2090, (615) 371-2025, 
cdavidson@tnbaptist.org. • 



.,lin& with addictions 

Woman begins ministry for struggling women 
, Connie Davis 
~ptist and Reflector 

ATHENS - In 1988 Robin 
ation worked at the McMinn 
ounty Justice Center here 
1d she and her family attend
'L Wildwood Baptist Church, 
t.hens. 
Although she had attended 

aptist churches since child
ood, Nation realized she 
asn't a Christian and made a 
1mmitment to God. Soon she 
~gan to view the women in
ates at the justice center 
ith compassion, she ex
,ained. 

because her 
faith was 
stronger, N a
tion said. She 
had been in
volved in an Ex
periencing God 
study and sev
eral Kay Arthur 
studies. 

At the first 
session of"the 
Bible study, 
Nation felt led 
by God to por
tray the woman 
at the well in 
the Bible. · The 

Nation gradually tried to 
itness to them by giving the 
omen greeting cards, spiritu
literature, aiJ.d having short 
nversations with them. But 

tst as she was developing a 
linistry, a new sheriff was 

i!ectea alild she left the job to 

women respond
ed to it, she re- ROBIN NATION speaks to residents of McMinn County Justice Center in Athens 
called. ''They re- who attend a weekly Bible study she leads. - Photo by Connie Davis 

f asl•"' way for the new staff. 
F.our years later the new 

I 

· asked Natio~ to return 
• the department to work for 
im, which she did. She also 
egotiated a time for a Bible 

for the women inmates 

lated; that story 
is for them," she said. 

She got to know her stu
dents. She would see the 
women make professions of 
faith and complete their sen
tences. But they had to return 
to situations which contributed 
to their original problems. 
Those situations usually in
cluded noverty, unhealthy 
and/or abusive relationships, 

R~ -· " "ng Blon~.s 
, • t · 1 tNt tot Wnnt'!" at tb*' 'Men~ 

('nrv;Ha•> """''"l"\\ ~'"""" 
ll(•\."''nn n.. St'f\\>li'~ f uo• .. ~ ~s:-t-(1\U\®\. 

-p~::.·t. ()"f t)\tN h<l\\\((; 

and addiCtions to drugs and al
cohol which result in destruc
tive behavior, said Nation. 

Helping one woman 
Nation got 'to know Carrie 

Watson. Watson was a Christ
ian and a Baptist but had 
made some mistakes which led 
to her incarceration. When she 
was released, she entered a 
residential program for people 

with addictions 
of the Assembly 
of God Church 
called Teen Chal
lenge located in 
Philadelphia, 
Penn. 

When Watson 
returned to 
Athens -she got in 
touch with Na
tion and told her 
she needed a 
sv.pport group to 
continue her 
progress. Nation 
started meeting 
with Watson 
weekly . 

. EADERS of the Women at the Well ministry study a chart describing the min
;try's building project. They are, from feft, Linda Hudson, Central Baptist Church, 
\thens; Willie Bryant, associations/ Women on Mission consultant and member, 
:ast Niota Baptist Church, Niota; Roy Fowler, director of missions, McMinn-Meigs 

Several other 
women joined the 
support group. 
And the word 
spread about the 
ministry, which 

.1a£>rtst Association; Jimmy McCarter, pastor, Zion Hill Baptist Church, Englewood; 
rnd Robin Nation, director of the ministry. 

Nation named ''Women at the 
Well Ministries." 

A board of -directors for the 
ministry was formed by people 
from Baptist churches, other 
churches, and from the 
McMinn-Meigs Baptist Associ
ation. So when Watson, a reg
istered nurse, had a difficult 
time getting a job, an office 
was opened and she was hired 
as the ministry's first employ-
ee. 

Helping more women 
In April 1999 Nation took 

another leap of faith. With 
tlie s upport of her husband, 
Tommy, and her teenage_d 
sons, Don and John, she quit 

_her job at the justice center 
so she could give more time 

- to the ministry. Then God 
provided a part-time job near 
the downtown Women at the 
Well Ministries office, she re
ported. 

Nation developed more as
pects of the ministry and be
gan sharing h er dream of a 
home for recovering women. 
When she spoke at Mt. Harmo
ny Baptist Church, Riceville, 
Scott and Kim Bailey learned 
about the opportunity. Soon 
the couple gave five acres of 
their land for the home. Their 

gift was a sacrifice, noted N a
tion, because Scott is physical
ly disabled. 

Since that time, many peo-
-ple have joined the effort, and 
construction of the h ome 6r 
Christian Training Center has 
been started, Nation reported. 
Garry King, pastor , Mt. Har
mony Baptist Church, laid the 
blocks for the foundation . The 
ministry received funds from 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion Golden State Missions Of
fering. And many items for the · 
center have been donated, such 
as 15 computers for a job train
ing lab for residents. 

Program for women 
Nation can relate to women 

with "life controlling problems" 
because she was close to being 
in the same situation at one 
point in her life. Women with 
these problems may have ad
dictions, compulsions, or obses
sions, such as eating disorders, 
she explained. 

When the center is complet
ed, Women at the Well Min
istries will offer a 12-month 
"intensive care" program for 
women, Nation described. In 
the program they can deal 
with the root of their addic
tions which probably stem 
from unmet needs. They can 
participate whether or not 
they have had legal trouble. 
She is preparing the program 
by studying materials and vis
iting similar programs. 

Through the minis try, 
women will learn "God gives us 
... needs. It's the devil that dis
torts them," Nation said. They 
will learn "they can depend on 
God instead." B&R- To be a 
construction volunteer, con
tribute to the capital campaign, 
or gather other information on 
Women at the Well , contact its 
office at (423) 745-0010. 

Union Association to hold simultaneous revivals, host Heath Shuler 
~y Cheryl Pruiett 
=or Baptist and Reflector 

SPARTA - The Union Baptist As
;ociation based in Sparta, is anticipat
ng great things during the week of 
\pril 3-8. Sixteen of the 20 churches in 
;he association will participate in a si
nultaneous revival April 3-6. Four 
~ups of four churches will meet at a 
:lifferent church and swap speakers 
each night. 

A unique twist to the revivals is a si
multaneous revival also will be held 
that week in India. 

Three men from the association, 
Steve Farris, pastor, Pistole Baptis~ 
Churcp; Tracy Gross, pastor, Boiling 
Springs Baptist Church; and Mike Eng
land, music director, Laurel Hill Bap
tist Church, served in India in Febru-

ary along with Rose Harris, Stevens 
Street Baptist Church, Cookeville. 
They worked through ,International 
'Crusades to train Banjara Indians to 
conduct a crusade. While there. they 
saw 1,250 people make professions of 
faith. 

Associational leaders believe it 
wasn't just a coincidence the crusade in 
India will take place the same week as 
Union's simultaneous revivals. Both 
dates were set without conferring with 
the other and they were both set the 
same week. 

Gross said he was amazed that God 
could use the small association to not 
only encourage each other to reach out 
into our community, but also to reach 
Indians. 

The association will close the week 
with a Victory Rally Saturday night, 

April 8 at·6:30 p.m. at the White 
County Middle School in Sparta 
with special guest Heath Shuler, 
former quarterback of the Uni
versity of Tennessee football 
team. Phil Hoskins, pastor, 
Higher Ground Baptist Church, 
Kingsport, will speak. In India, 
Christians also will hold a Victo
ry Rally. 

Farris said he hoped other si
multaneous crusades would be 
held with other countries 
through International Crusades, 
which is endorsed by Southern 
Baptists. Twenty-five countries 
are ready to participate in this 
tyPe of event, he said. 

Plans are underway by Farris 
for a missions effort in India in 
January 2001. • 

·DRESSED in traditional clothing of India are re
cent miss;ons volunteers to the country, from left, 
Tracy Gross, pastor, Boiling Springs Baptist 
Church, Boiling_ Springs; Rose Harris, Stevens 
Street Baptist Church, Cookeville; and Steve 
Farris, pastor, Pistole Baptist Church, Sparta. 
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Anderson . There were more 
than 100 decisions, including 19 
professions of faith. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Trimble, held a Soulquest Cru
sade March 12-17 with evange
list Ronnie Coleman. There 
were 55 professions of faith, 
along with many other decisions 
for the Lord. 

The new worship center will en
able them to have one Sunday 
morning wor~hip service, rather 
than the two services previous-
ly. . 

with evangelist Ronnie Coleman. 

• Lyons Creek Baptist 
Church, Strawberry Plains, 
held spring revival March 12-15 
with evangelist Morris Ander
son. There were 39 recorded pro
fessions of faith and six other de
cisions. The revival had an aver
age. attendance of 337 per night. 

• Holly Grove Baptist 
Church, Lascassas, will hold 
revival services April 2-7. Guest 
evangelist will b~ Jim Powers, 
director of missions for Concord 
Baptist Association. 

• Charles W. Sullivan, exec
utive director of the Indiana 
Baptist State Convention, will 
lead revival services beginning 
April 2 at Friendship Baptist 
Church, Maryville. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Gainesboro, will hold revival 
April 2-5 with Mark Phillips, 
pastor of Broth~rton Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, as guest 
evangelist. 

• C~vary Baptist Church, 
Knoxville, will hoi~ a spe~ial 
presentation entitled "Hope for 
the· Heart" on Sunday, April 2 
at 10:45 a.m. with Christian 
speaker, singer, and author Re
nee Coates Scheidt. For more 
information, call (423) 523-

A Conference f0r Pastors and Lay Leaders 

The Ch11rch Responds to 
9419. - Alzheimer's Disease 

• Tuesday, April 11 
9-2 p.m. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Strawberry Plains, held re
vival servi ces Feb. 6-9 with 
evangelist Morris Anderson. 

. • Mark Conway will be 
guest evangelist for revival ser
vices April 9-12 at First Bap
tist Church, Kenton. 

• Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church, Kingsport, will hold 
a spring revival, "Answering 
the Call to Pray" April 2-5 with 
Cody Deese as visiting evange
list. 

Ridgedale Baptist Church 
1831 Hickory Valley Rd., 

Chattanooga 
~ There wer e 25 recorded deci

sions, 15 of which were for sal
vation. 

• Forest Hill Baptist 
Church, Maryville, recently 
h eld a crusade for Christ re
vival with evangelist Morris 

• Mt. Hermon Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro, held 
a dedication service March 19 
for thejr new 596-seat, state of 
the art worship center. The 
church has had continuous 
growth for the past 19 months. 

• E.¥angelist Ron Herrod 
will lead a crusade April 9-12 at 
Mt. Harmony Baptist 
Church, Knoxville. 

To register: $15 per pers~n (includes lunch). Send check by 
April 7 to Gene Nabi, Tennessee Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 

728, Brentwood, TN 37024. For more information, call TBC Chris
tian Growth Development at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371-2083. 

• Whitehall Baptist 
Church, Trenton, will host a 
Soulquest Crusade April 2-7 

Sponsored by 'the Tennessee Baptist Convention, Hamilton County 
Baptist Association, and the Southeast and Eastern Tennessee 

Chapters of the Alzheimer's Association 

May 5-6 
LindenValley·Baptist Conference Center, Linden 

. 

Speakers: Dwight Ashley,· Louisville, Ky.; Tim Bearden, TBC 

Sponsored by TBC Missions Awareness and Involvement Group 
Check-in - 4-6 p.m., Friday, May 5; Conclusion - Commissioning Service, 2:30p.m. Saturday, May 6 

r-----------------------------------------------------------------------------• : Registration Form (Registration required;_ no walk-ins) 
: Conferel}ces 
1 Freeing Your Imagination in Creativity David Burke Continuous Conference- Ill & IV 
: Conducting Block Parties Don Whatley Continuous Conference .- I, II, Ill, IV. 

Repeat Conference I & II I Multi-Housing Ministries · Carol Vaughn 
:Construction for Overseas Mission Trips Keith Lyle Repeat Conference - I & II 
: Prayerwalking Betty Summers Repeat Conference - Ill & IV 

Continuous Conference - I & II 

I 

Royal Ambassador Leaders H~rschel Wells 
Challengers Leaders Max Thomas 
Baptist Men on Mission Leaders Gene Williams 
Men's Ministries Johnny Baker 
Witnessing Overseas Charles Pratt 
Mission Survival Skills Max Thomas 
Adventure Recreation for Mission Trips 
Legacy Outdoor Ministries 
Disaster Re lief 

Introduction to Disaster Relief 
Introduction to Ham Radio 

· Church Preparedness 

Mike Davison 
Kyle Woodfin 

Mike Stricklin 
Tom Black 
Mike Stricklin 

-
Continuous Conference- I & II 
Repeat Conference- I & Ill 
Repeat Conference - II & IV 
Repeat Conference - I & II 
Continuous Conference- Ill & IV 
Repeat Conference- I, II , Ill, IV 
Repeat Conference- Ill & IV 

, Feeding Unit 
Blue C?P for Assoc. &-Church Leaders 
Mud Out 
Chain Saw 
CPA/First Aid 

Bill Curington 
Tim Bearden 
Curt Fowler 
Richard Howard 
Ronnie Snoderly 

Repeat Conference - I & II 
Repeat Conference- II & Ill 
Repeat Conference- Ill & IV 
Continuous Conference - Ill & IV 
Continuous Conference- Ill & IV 
Continuous Cohferer~ce- I & II 
Continuous Conference- Ill & IV 
Continuous Conference- I, II , Ill , IV 

Register me for Conferences: 

Session I- Friday, 8 p.m. ---=---:-------------
Session II- Saturday, 8 a.m. 

Session Ill- Saturday, 10 a.m. --------------
Session IV- Saturday, 1 p.m. ----------------

Housing Request: 
----,.- Couples housing in Conference Center Motel Rooms 

(includes linens). Cost: $120. 
__ Single bed in camp lodging (linens not included). Cost: 

$50. 
__ Single bed in center motel (linens included). Cost: $85. 

Name ________ __:_ ____ Street Address ----:--------.r---'------------,---=---------
. 

: City _______________ State _____ _..:_---'Zip _______ Day Phone ------------

1 
I 
I 

. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Evening Phone ____ _:_ ___ E-mail address ______ --,-__ Church.....:·--..,------------------

Make checks p~ableto Men's Ministries Team. Enclosed is$ ----------------------.,-------

Send Registration Form to: Tennessee Baptist Convention, Missions Awareness and Involvement Group, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024-
0728, Attn: Carol Davidson. For more information, contact Davidson at 1-800-558-2090 ext. 2025, (615) 371-2025, cdavidson @tnbaptist.org. 

I 

·------~----------------.------------------------------------------------------· 
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CLASSIFIED 

NEEDED: Missionary-minde~ 
couple to serve the Lord in , 
Christian home (not_ a behavior 
modification facility) that has 
been meeting the physical, emo
tional, and spiritual needs of chil· 
dren for 103 years. Competitive 
salary and compensations in· 
elude heusing, food , insu 
and retirement. Call Jerry 
Palmer Home for Children, 
328-5216. 

* * * 
MUSIC MINISTER: Bake~s 
Baptist Church is seekin_g 
time music minister; H""""'"'"" 
Mt. Juliet area. Send resume 
Bakers Grove Baptist Chu 
3562 Earhart Rd. , Mt. Juliet, 
37122 or call (615) 883-5039. 

* * * 
MUSIC MINISTER: Lucy cao 
Church (near Memphis) is 
ing a part-time bivocational 
minister. Send resume to 
Committee, Lucy Baptist 
4005 Lucy Rd., Millington, 
38053. 

* * * 
CHURCH GROWTH: Glenwnl 
Baptist Church is searching 
full-time minister for chu 
growth and family outrea 
Please contact Glenwood ~apt 
Church, 7212 Central Aven 
.Pike, Powell, TN 37849, tel 
phone (423) 938-2611. 

* * * 
YOUTH MUSIC: Full-time m 
ter of youth and music to 
the youth ministry and overall 
sic ministry. Send cover letter 
resume to FBC of St. Chari 
136 Stoddert Ave., Waldorf, 
20602, Attn. MYM Search. 

* * * 
PASTOR: Long Heights BaptiSJ 
Church, friendly, growing Sou~ 
ern Baptist church is active.fl 
seeking a full-time pastor. Pie~ 
send resames· to Pastor Sear«Q 
Committee, 6960 Hwy. 4231 
McKenzie, TN 38201. ResurMI 
will be accepted until April 15. 



• Haywood Hills Baptist 
burch, Nashville, has called 
'hillip Barnett as pastor, ef
~ctive April 2. 
[e has been 
erving as as
ociate pastor 
t First B a p- ·•· ":'"" 
ist Church, 
helbyville. He 

·s a graduate 
f Vanderbilt 
Jniversity, 

BARNETT 

lashville, and Southern Bap
·st Theologi cal Seminary, 
,ouisville, Ky. He and his wife, 
•am, have three grown chil-

• Trey Gambill has been 
ailed as assistant pastor/
tudents at Mt. Hermon Bap-

AlA, CSI, & NCARB 
(A Design & Build Company) 

two decades of experience, we 
help growing churches fulfill their 

vision and build their dreams. 
"Making Kingdom Visions Reality" 

303 South Main Street 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 

(615) 859-4221 
e-mail: 

TLAARCH@ juno.com 

tist Church, Murfreesboro. 

• West Union Baptist 
Church, Dresden, licensed 
Troy Hollis of Greenfield to 
the ministry on Feb. 17. He is 
a student at Mid-Continent 
Bible College in Mayfield, Ky. 

• Mark Gregory, a mem
ber _ of the TBC Executive 
Board, resigned recently as 
pastor of First Baptist Oh urch, 
Murfreesboro. He is serving as 

· pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Murfreesboro. 

• Haywood Baptist As
sociation, based in Browns
ville, conducted a Prophecy 

Conference Feb. 27-March 1. 
Leaders were John Phillips 
and W.A Smith. 

• Western District Bap
tist Association, based in 
Paris, held its annual' evange
lism rally March 15 at First 
Baptist Church, ParisJ The 
choir froin New Harmony Bap
tist Church, Paris, presented 
special music. The rally, at
tended by about 600 people 
from 23 churche.s, was led by 
Larry Robertson, TBC evange-· 
lism specialist. 

• The Loudon County 
Baptist Association leader
ship team dedicated a "Peace 
Pole" Feb. 20 at the association 
office in Lenoir City. Director 
of missions Ray Luck present
ed a message on peace and led 

in prayer. Inscribed in the pole 
was the message "May Peace 
Prevail on Earth," written in 
several languages. 

• The 43-voice Southwest
ern Singers from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
will present a program of sa
cred music Monday, April 3, at 
7 p.m., at Woodmont Baptist 
Church, Nashville. The 
Singers are under the direction 
of A. Joseph King. The concert 

is part of a seven-day, four
state tour. As the official tour
ing choir of Southwes t ern 
Seminary, the world's la rgest 
evangelical seminary, th e 
Singers hav e per form ed in 
nearly every st a te in the na
tion. The concert is presented 
free of admission and is open 
to the public. 

Southeastern Bus Co. 

Marriage 
Enrichment 

Retreat 
April28-29 "Over 15 Years in Business" 

Church Buses 
Largest Eldorado Dealer 

· in the Southeast 

Check our Low Prices 

1-800-423-9826 or 
.1-800-795-6682 

Holiday Inn Express, Pigeon Forge 
Friday, 7 p.m~- Saturday, noon 

Leaders - Dr. Bill Harrison, Georgia Baptist 
Convention, Atlanta; Don Mauldin, Tennessee 

Baptist Convention, and Caroly11: Mauldin 

·clinton, MS * New Orleans, LA * Atlanta, GA For information, calll-800-558-2090. 

' 
Mother's Day 2000 is fast approaching. This year, what will you give to 
remember the special mothers in your life? . 
Flowers? Perfume? Lunch at her favorite restaurant? 
In addition to the usual remembrances, how about adding a meaningful 
gift that reflects the love she gave you? 

Honor your mother and help a child in need through a gift to the Mother's Day 
Offering 2000. During the month of May, Tennessee Baptists will care for and 
and support children in crisis by giving to the Mother's Day Offering for 
Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. 

So do they. 
Each year, Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes brings love and laughter to the lives 
of over 900 abandoned, abused, and neglected children at 13 TBCH locations state
wide. The Mother's Day Offering provides one-fourth of the funds needed annually to 
support these children as well as those in our counseling,family preservation, and 
foster care progr~s. 

~De;seeBapQ;t Cbildren 's HOIIltS 
Bryant Millsaps, President 
. Box 2206, Brentwood, TN 

office@tbcb4kids.org 
140. 1.800.624.8591 

clriklrtn in crisis su1ce 1891 

To honor your mother and help children in need, include your mother's name, and address if appropriate, on the Mother's 
Day Offering envelope distributed at your church. If your church does not have these offering envelopes, mail your gift and 
designation information directly to TBCH. TBCH will then print your mother's name and yours in our Mother'_s Day 
newsletter and send you a copy of this special issue. 

For FREE Mother's Day Offering resource materials including offering envelopes, call 1-800-624-8591 or order on-line at 
www.tbch4kids.orglform_mom.htm. Churches can now download Mother's Day Offering 2000 clip art from the 
bomepage of our TBCH web site. Simply go to www.tbch4ldds.org and choose the color or black and white photo. 

Thank you for giving a mother's love to the children of Tennessee Baptist Children's Homes. You are their special gift. 
y 

March 29, ZOOO /li&R 
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Women carry heavy load in churches:. Barna 
By Bob Allen 
For Associated Baptist Press 

VENTURA, Calif. - Women 
are the backbone of Christian 
congregations in America, ac
cording to a recent survey by 
the Barna Resear ch Group, an 
independent marketing re
search company located here. 

While women comprise half of 
the United States population, 
there would be nearly 60 percent 
fewer Christians without them, 
according to a March press re
lease on the Barna Web site. 

Nearly half of the. nation's 
women have beliefs which clas
sify them as "born again," com
pa r ed t o jus t ove·r a third of 
m en , according t o the s tudy. 
That means there are between 
11 million and 13 million more 
born-again women than mel_l. 

Women also tend to be "spiri
tual heavy-weights" when com
pared to men, t h e study says. 
Nearly eight in 10 women (79 
percent) said the term "spiritu
al" describes them accurately, 
compared to 63 percerit of men. 
Nearly seven out of 10 women 
(69 percent) identified with the 
phrase <~deeply spiritual," com
pared to 50 percent of men. 

More than 40 percent of fe
m a le r espondents said they 

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES 

-

ghiS ~~ 
\ TOLLFREE ~ 

1·800·446-7400 
FAX: 804-ll22· 2210 Sleeples 

P .O. BOX 2250 • Danville . Virginia 24541 

Southwest 
Baptist 
University 

Health, Physical 
Education and 

Recreaction 
The health, physical education, and 
recreation department at Southwest 
Baptis t Univers ity seeks applica
tions for a· tenure-track assistant pro
fessor of health and physical educa
tion beginning August 2000. Teach
ing load is 24 hours of undergradu
ate courses in health and physical 
education per academic year. Candi
dates must be evangelical Chris
ti ans. Doctorate in health, physical 
education, or related field required, 
ef fective interpersonal and organiza
tional skill s, teaching experience in· 
higher education desired, a potential 
for excellence i n teach ing and a 
co mmitment to undergraduate, 
church-related (Sou thern Baptist) 
education. Preference will be given 
to Southern Bapti sts. Send Jetter of 
intent, curriculum vita, statement of 
Christi a!1 educational philosophy, 
statement of faith, and three ·tetters 
o f recommendati on to Dr. Linda 
Wooderson, search commiuee chair, 
Southwest Baptist University, 1600 
University Ave., Bolivar, MO 
6561 3, e- mail : lwooders@ sb
univ.edu; fax: (417) 328-2009. Re
view of applications begins 4- 1-00. 

h ave set specific spiritual goals 
they h ope to accomplish during 
the next year or two. That com
pares with 29 percent of men. 

Women are also more likely 
thari men to say that r eligious 
faith is very important in their 
life, by a margin of 75 percent 
to 60 percent. 

The study found women 
more active than men in 12 of 
13 areas of religious participa
tion. They are twice as likely to 
be involved in 9.iscipleship; 57 
percent more likely to attend 
adult Sunday School; 56 percent 
more likely to hold a leadership 
position at church; 54 percent 
more likely to participate in a 
small group; 46 percent more 
likely to disciple others; 39 per
cent more likely to have a devo
tional or quiet time; 33 percent 
more likely to volunteer for a 
church; 29 percent more likely 
to read the Bible, attend church 
and share their faith with oth
er s; 23 percent more likely to 
give to a church; and 16 percent 
more likely to pray. 

"Women, more often than 
not, take the lead role in the 
spiritual life of the family," said 
George Barna, president of the 
firm that conducted the r e 
search. "Women typically 
emerge as !h e primary - or 

""~~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN 3741 5 

• 
only -spiritual mentor and 
role model for -family members." 

· Barna said the trend "puts a 
tremendous burden on wives 
and mothers?' and indicates an 
"apparent lack of spiritual lead
ership exhibited by millions of 
Christian men." 

Barna said the results were 
not surprising, since men often · 
emphasiz~ issues such as career 
attainment and financial inde
pendence, while most women 
place a value on faith. 

When asked to identify con
ditions that would create a de
sirable life, 75 p ercent of 
women said that having a close 
personal relationship with God 
was "very" desirable, ranki~g 
only behind having 'one mar
riage partner for life and good 
health. 

While 59- percent of women 
said that beirl.g deeply commit
ted to the Chr1stian 'life is vety · 
desirable and 49 percent strong
ly desire to ·be per'sonally active' 
in a church~ · Barna said there' is 

·evidence that many women are 
"burning out" from too much in.: 
volvement. He n oted a 22 per
cent s lip in church attendance 
since 1991 and a 21 percent de
cline in the percentage of 
women who volunteer In a 
church. 

Groups - Call Keller's Country 
Dorm Resort, Eureka Springs, Ark, 
for excellent seats at Tile Great 
Passion Play, plus lodging, recre
ation, and meals . . All fo r;_ just $36 
each. Details: 1-800-859-8952. 

Has God Called You to Ministry? 
If so, make plans to attend the Ministry Previe-w Conference 
at Southern Seminary, April 13, 15. 

• Visit classes and experience our world,class facl_! lty. 

• Tour our beautiful lOO,acre campus that boasts one of the 
top theological and music libraries in the world and the 
most technologically advanced classrooms in the country. 

• Get answers to your questions abou_t understanding . 
God's call , preparing fo r seminary, and financial aid. 

• Visit with Presideiu Mofiler at the president's r-eception. 

Call today, 1 800 626,5525, ext. 4617, .to receive registration 
information or download a form from WW'W.sbts.edu. Cost is 
$10 for singles·and $ 15 for couples which covers all meals and 
lodging for two nights. Registration deadline is April 6, 2000. -

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
Visit us on the Internet - http://www.sbts.edu 

"Churches need to consider 
whether or not they are provid
ing sufficient opportunities for 
women 'to receive ministi"Y. and 
not just provide ministry to oth
ers," Barna said. Otherwise, he 
warned, churches might contin
ue to lose women dropouts by 
the thousands. 

While women dominate the 
ranks of lay leaders in the typical 
church, Barna said, that is not 
true of ordained clergy. Only 5 
percent of the nation's churches 
are !ed by a female senior pastor. 

The resear ch is based upon 
six telephone surveys late last 
year and early this year among 

CLASSIFIED 

DAY CARE DIRECTOR: With 
emphasis in children's ministry. 
Logan Street Baptist Church , 
Mt. Vernon , Ill. Send resume 
and copy of transcript to Logan 
Street Baptist Church, Attn. Day 
Care Director Searcl:l Commit
tee, 601 South 21st., Mt. Ver
non, IL 62864. 

* * * " 
PASTOR: First BaJ?tist Church, 
Tazewell, Tenn., is seeking a 
senior pastor. Anyone interest
ed should send a resume with 
references to Joseph M. Martin, 
P.O. Box 2 19. Tazewell , TN 
37879. 

* * * 
ORGAN: For sale, Hammond 
C-3 organ with Hammond tone 
cabinet. Contact Central Baptist 
Church at (901) 475-4422. 

-~-•'-' l , ... l 

4, 755 :Qlen and women in 48 
states. The m argin of errer is 
estimated at plus-or-min~s 2 
percent. • 

MAJOR 
/ 

MEDICAL 

<~Dr. Co-pay .. 
Includes Lab & X-ray 
(~co-pay Drug Card 
(~$1 0.00 Co--pay on 

Vision Exams 
(~co-pay on 
Annual Physicals 

(800) 942-51 60 
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· ''1\Tew Millennium. 
1\Tew Wonders.'' 

Great Com.m.ission Week 
-April 11-13, 2000 

"Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! 
Because I am doing something in your days- . 

You would not believe if you were told.." Habakkuk 1:5 

Join us at Southern Seminary as'we are emboldened to 
follow our Lord's Great Commission mandate of missions, 
evangelism and cl!urch growth through workshops, 
missionary presentations and chapel services led by: 

April 11 D. James Kennedy 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Fort lauderdale, Florida 

April 12 AI Gilbert 
SBC International Mission Board 
Richmond, Virginia 

April 13 Kevin Cosby 
St. Stephen Baptist Church 
Louisville, Kentucky 

The Southern Baptist 
Th~ological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road · Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
(502) 897-4121 · Vzsit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 



at about the 
udginent? 
Jimmy Gentry 

Focal Passage: Revelation 20:1-15 
Revelation 20 is the most debated passage in the 

E»k. Ironically, Pastor John never envisioned his 
arers debating its contents. The dispute centers 
..... ru'l "The Millennium"- a 1,000-year messianic 

on earth. There are three broad interpretive 
me::s. First, there is the pre-millennia! position 
tich says Jesus will return to establish a specific 
d literal 1,000-year reign. Within pre-rnillennial
p can be found two schools of thought - historical 
d dispensational. Second, there is the post-mil
tnial view which says Christians, not Christ, will 
lall'u::sn the 1,000-year reign prior to Chrisfs re

tbrough missions and evangelism. The third 
bt-A,m is a-millennia! which contends the 1,000 

to be symbolic of the rule of Christ in the 
.,......-... of believers in the present age. 

arious Southern Baptist theologians have 
· each pattern. B.H. Carroll, founder of 

western Baptist Theological Seminary, was a 
· · W.A. Criswell, former pastor. of 

Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, is a pre-mil
•• u .... list. Herschel H. Hobbs, denominational 
ttesman, pastor, and author, was an impassioned 
nillennialist. Suffice it to say that most evangeli-
s today are either "pre" or "a." · 
Unfortunately, many well-meaning Christians 

,come so obsessed with the millennium that they 
e unable to grasp the real point of chapter 20. Its 
mary thrust is that Satan is defeated once and 
all. In this quelling some significant truths are 

irmed concerning the judgment. -
:The dead in Christ shall rise (vv. 4-6). John 
~rms the reality that belie~rs will be resurrected 
~he Lord!s return. Two groups are in mind here: 

who suffered martyrdom as indicated by "the 
~r-d "beheaded'' and those who didn't suffer mar
~om, yet refused to worship the beast These 
.gn with Christ in a state of perfection because 
~y do not have to fear the "second death" which is 
taphorical for final and complete separation 

God. Since numbers are used symbolically in 
1velation, the 1,000 years may suggest completion 
flawlessness, thtls interpreted as an indefinite 

ign with Christ. Believers may take heart in 
10wing that Christ currently reigns in their liv~s 
.d they will reign with him for eternity when he 
turns. 
The binding and destruction of Satan (vv. 1-
7-10). Verses 1-3 constitute a continuation of 
19-20. The language reminds of the sovereignty 
God and the limitation of Satan by employing 

ur symbols- a key, chain, pit, and seal. The text 
ys Satan is set free for a time. John does not teH. 
.e hearers why. God and Magog, images from 
lekiel 38-39, suggest evil. Evil takes one last 
and against God. Yet, no battle is actually fought. 
re falls from heaven and consumes evil and its 
tthor, Satan, and casts them from God forever. 
The destiny of the unsaved (vv. 11-15). This 

sion of judgment of the death is surprisingly 
tort. The dead in this scene are the damned. Two 
)()ks are used to offer evidence in the judgment. 
ne contains a record of deeds. The other contains 
te names of the redeemed. Judgment is based on 
hat people have done and whether their names 
"e written j.n the book of life. While the precise cri
~ria of judgment are not laid out, the emphasis 
U'Oughout Revelation is holding fast to Jesus and 
lUS refusing to conform to the culture. Those with
lt Christ are destined to eternal separation from 
-od while those with Christ are destined to the 
::.emal presence of God. - Gentry is pastor Spring
:!ld Baptist Church, Springfield. 

Different marital standings 
By Joe Sorah 

Focal Passage: I Corinthians 7:1-5, 8-16 
Our focal passage deals with questions directed to 

Paul. Let us take a different approach, as if Paul were a 
guest on a radio call-in program. 

Host: Welcome to "Talk to an Apostle." Our guest to
day is the Apostle Paul. The topic today is "Different Mar
ital Standings." We will be taking calls from Corinth. 

Caller #1: I am a single mari., 25 years old. Others say 
I ought to get married, but J enjoy serving ·the Lord as a 
single man. Is there anything wrong with me? 

Paul: I wish everyone were single, just like me. There 
are some advantages to being single; for instance, you can 
go on mission trips anytime you have the opportunity and 
you can devote all your time to the Lord's work. Single
ness is a wonderful lifestyle choice. 

Famil 

But, I must caution. Some people cannot cope with be
ing single. It takes a special callin.g. Some would be con
sumed with passion and lust if they remained single. You 
must make the choice after much prayer but don't let any
body tell you something is wrong with you for remaining 
single (vv. 1, 7). 

Caller #2: lV.Iy wife and I have been married for 10 
years. We have been hearing all sorts of teachings about 
marriage. Some teach you should not have sexual rela
tions in marriage. Others say we are free to have rela
tions with anyone we choose. Who is right? 

Paul: God created each of us as sexual beings. One of 
God's gifts is human sexuality. God's plan is for sex to be 
reserved for the exclusive relationship of a husband and 
wife. Each partner has sexual need~ and as a couple you 
are to meet one another's needs. Your body does not be
long to you alone. It belongs to your spouse, too. 

You should not with
hold sexual relations 
from your spouse except 
when you both agree to 
do so, and only for a lim
ited time. You don't want 
to give Satan an opportu

Bible study 
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nity to tempt you in this area (vv. 2-5). 
Caller #3: I am a 55-year-old widow. I desire compan

ionship. Is it okay if I remarry? 
Paul: I would r ecommend that you remain single like 

me, but if you desire a mari~al relationship there is no 
reason why you should not marry. It would be better for 
you to marry than be consumed with wrong thoughts (vv. 
8-10). 

Caller #4: My husband is threatening to divorce me . 
What should I do? If he divorces me, can I get r emarried? 

Paul: God's ideal is for marriage to last a lifetime. I 
urge you to pray for your marriage. Your marriage vows 
are sacred. 

·If your husband divorces you , the Lord said you ought 
to not remarry (Matthew 19:9). I encourage you to work 
on your marriage (vv. 10-11). 

Caller #5: When I married my wife, we were both un
believers. I am now a Christian. She is not. Should I di
vorce her or stay with her? -

Paul: The Lord did not address this directly but the 
Spirit leads me to say you should stay with your wife . 
Your being in the home brings a spiritual dimension. 
Through your presence, God is calling your spouse to him
self. Your daily witness may be what it takes to bring 
your spouse to Christ. . 

Your children are legitimate children. Your marriage is 
real. Your Christian influence is impacting all the mem
bers of your household. Hang in t here! Keep the faith and 
live out the Christian life (vv. 12-16). 

Host: We're out ·or time today. Some say your opinions 
are as out of date as leisure suits and eight-track tape 
players, but I think you are right on target Thanks for 
tuning·in to "Talk to an Apostle."- Sorah is pastor of Cal
vary Baptist Church, EHzab~thton. 

Claiming an inheritance 
By Garry Miller 

Focal Passage: 
Joshua 14:6-15 

"Got any rivers you think 
are uncrossable? Got any 
mountains you can't tunnel 
through? God specializes in 
things thought impossible. He does 
the things that others cannot do." I do 
not know who is responsible for pen
ning those lines, but they seem to be 
a perfect representation of Caleb's 
outlook on life. At 85 years of age ·he 
was ready to take on the toughest as
signment of his life. He was prepared 
to claim the inheritance promised to 
him 45 years earlier by God through 
Moses. In his mind he was just now 
Feaching the prime of his life when he 
stood before Joshua and said, Give me 
this mountain (v. 12a). 

"But," you may say, "he was 85 
years old! Shouldn't he step aside and 
let the younger generation take their 
turn?" I am constantly amazed at the 
tendency of some to think that .Just 
because someone has reached a cer
tain age they are no longer useful, 
nor do they have anything to offer in 
service to the Lord. Many times those 
individuals themselves have the atti
tude that their day has passed and 
that they should just fade into the 
woodwork. 

There is not one single verse in the 
Bible that says that a person ever 
gets too old to make a worthy contri
bution to the kingdom. Churches and 
individuals do a disservice to the 

kingdom when they write off the "el
derly'' as· less valuable or less impor
tant members of the body of Christ. 
The writer of Proverbs 16:31 (NKJV) 
advises us that, The silver-head is a 
crown of glory, if it is found in the 
way of righteousness. 

As long a parents continue to be 
older than their children there will be 
a "generation gap." That is not neces
sarily a bad thing. The older can 
teach the younger out of their years 
of experience and the younger can 
keep the older fresh, vibrant, §lnd 
alive. Whether you are a young adult, 
median adult, or older adult you 
should cultivate the same kind of at
titude that Caleb had. The attitude 
that believes and obeys God regard
less of circumstances or the conse
quences. 

Moses had declared that the Land 
that Caleb had spied out would be his 
inheritance because he had wholly 
followed the Lord (vv. 9, 14). He be
lieved God's promise through Moses 
and for him that was all that was 
needed. God said it. That settled it. 
He was an example of the kind of in
dividual the church needs today: 
those who believe God, obey God, and 
praise God for his faithfulness. 

With apologies to ·R enny 
Youngman, ''Take my moth
er-in-law. Please." If she 
wanted to she could just sit 
and listen to the preach er, 
take it easy, and enjoy her 
"declining years." The only 
thing is that h er years are 

not declining! I do not know exactly 
how old she is. I do not believe that 
she knows either. Let's just say "sev
enty-plus." In the recent past she has 

-gone on mission trips to Australia, 
Brazil, Guatem a l a, Mexico, and 
South Mrica. Some of those places 
more than once. She works in the 
youth department of her church , lead
ing the puppet ministry and drama 
team, and is planning a mission trip 
to the i sland nation of Malta this 
summer. It make s me tired just 
thinking about her schedule. Her phi
losophy is, "As long as you stay ac
tive, they can't put you out to pas
ture." She, like Caleb, is claiming an 
inheritance. 

Another important factor is that 
Caleb expected God to be with him, 
enabling him to claim his inheritance 
from the Anakim. The Anakim were 
giants whose cities were great and 
fortified (v. 12b). He was not deterred 
in the least by the size of the enemy 
because he was awar e of the size of 
his God. He believed that, even at the 
age of 85, because the God he served 
was faithful , he could claim the inher
itance God had promised. - Miller is 
pastor, Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Humboldt. 
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West Va. Baptists 
mobilize to combat 
video poker in state 
Baptist Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va . . -
The onslaught of video poker in 
West Virginia is among the is
sues fueling Baptist_plans to 
form a Christian life committee. 

The committee will be 
charged with <<devising a strate
gy to mobilize Southern Baptist 
churches on ethics issues," said 
Jere Phillips, executive director
of the West Virginia Conven
tion of Southern Baptists. and a 
former Tennessee Baptist Con
vention staff member. 

The committee will be pro
posed to messengers attending 
the November annual meeting 
of the state convention. 

Phillips said. he -expects the 
committee to be very involved 
in educating chur ches about 
pending legislation and ethical 
issues, including gambling. 

"It's a big issue in our state," 
he said. "Unfortunately, there 
are huge investments in the 
gambling industry throughout 
West Virginia al).d they have a 
strong influepce on the politics 
here." 

Phillips said he is especially 
concerped about the video pok
er indus try. Several other 
states also are dealing with the 
issue of video poker, including 

' North Carolina. «Right now, 
it's a gray area under West 
Virginia law. Our position is 
the state should enforce the 
current law which says the 
machines are illegal," Phillips 
said. «Some in the legislature 
want to legalize the machines 
and tax them." 

Currently, West Virginia 
does not enforce laws against 
video poker and the machines 
also are untaxed. 

"We've been battling this 
gambling issue for quite some 
time," Phillips added. • 

Dilday retires at 
Truett Seminary 
Associated Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 

' 

Russell Dilday, who was dis
missed in 1994 as president of 
Southwestern Baptist Theolog
ical Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas , is r etiring after six 
years as a professor at Baylor 
University's George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary in Waco, 
Texas. Dilday, 69, will retire in 

.• 

Following recent floods . . 

· Baptists help Mozambicans recover lives, find neW life 
By Sue Sprenkle 
For Baptist Press 

MACIA, Mozambique - When Rebecca 
Augusto surveys the Macia relief camp, she 
doesn't see the makeshift tents made out of 
torn tarp or children crying bec~use of 
hunger. Instead, she sees a miracle. 

"Without God's help, I would not have 
survived. Look at me! I am a · cripple," Au
gusto said, pointing to her shriveled legs. 
"When the water came with such power, I 
got up and r~n. I don't know how God did it, 
but I got up and ran to a tree. I am alive to
day because of him." 

From Augusto's perch in that tree, she 
watched homes and churches destroyed. 
Since the flooding began in early February, 
nearly one mmion people have lost their 
homes in this impoverished African nation. 

Tragedy struck when Cyclone Eline hit 
Mozambique and rains spread west into 
South Mrica, Zimbabwe, Swaziland, and 
B9tswana. As the rains thundered into in
land catchments, streams became rivers, 
rivers became torrents and dams over
flow ed , sending sheets of water. east 
through Mozambique to the sea. · 

PEOPLE AT the Samora Michel camp usually receive two meals a day of so-up ·mixture. 
Baptist volunteers purify drinking water that is distributed to the refugee camp and near
by villages. - Photo by Grace Robinette 

The Limpopo River, no~ long ago reduced 
to almost a trickle by drought, swelled to an 
estimated 16 kjlometers (9.6 miles) wide. It 
washed away ·village after tiny village, as 
well as the regional capital ofXai-Xai. 

Southern Baptists hurry to help soften the 
blow. 

up to 18 months or more." 
With planting season starting in 

missionaries and Baptist volunteers rrnn 

the United States and South Africa put 

Though the official death count is less 
than 500, aid workers fear it will climb well 
into the thousands as floodwaters recede. 
With food scarce and livestock rotting in the 
water, the tragedy only worsens. 

A long-term relief project i's s~heduled to 
help people like· Augusto. Southern Baptist 
missionary Dianne Randolph realizes that 
most of the aid currently circulating will 
meet only short-term needs. Whereas the 
people are hungry now, she said they still 
will be hungry next. yeax: if no one helps 
them replant their farms. · 

· gether an "agriculture bucket'1 to help t~-rm. 

ers get back on their feet. The bucket 
tains seeds for planting everything rrn•n 

corn to okra. Farml.ng tools also are Jul;tutll· 

ed in the package, as well as New 
m~nts and tracts. 

Many Mozambicans escaped with only 
the clothes on their backs. When the waters 
finally recede, there will be nothing for 
them to go home to. 

"All of their crops were ~ashed away. Contributions toward the relief effort 
Mozambique can be sent to: Intet·naltloma 
Mission Board, Hunger and ·Relief Fund 
Mozambique Flood Relief, P.O. Box 67 

As the reality of what happened sinks in, 

This means that not only do they not 
have food, but they also don't have seed to 
start all over," Randolph said. "If they 
don't replant now, the hunger could last Richmond, VA 23230. • 

Augu st, Baylor officials an
nounced March 17. 

Dilday also served briefly as 
the seminary's interim dean in 
1995 .• 

Court rules student 
fees can be used for 
objectionable mafff?;s 

· Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - Public 
colleges and universities may 
use mandatory student activity 
fees to fund organizations 
Christian and other stud~nts 
object to on ideological or polit
ical grounds, the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled March. 22. 

The unanimous decision by 
the justices overturned opin
ions by both a .federal court 
and a U.S. court of appeals 
that the free-speech and asso
ciation rights of three law stu
dents had been violated by the 
University of Wisconsin-Madi
son. The students, all conserv
ative Christians, had specified 
18 student-funded organiza
tions they objected to, includ
ing pro-homosexual ones, such 
as the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Campus Cen-

ter and the Ten Percent Soci
ety; the pro-choice Campus 
Women's Center; and the In
ternational. Socialist Organiza
tion. 

In an ~opinion written by As
sociate Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, the high court ac
knowledged the students were 
required -to subsidize <'speech 
they find objectionable, even 

' offensive," but it said the lower 
federal · courts based their rul- · 
ings on Supreme Court prece
dents that did not apply in the 
university setting. • 

Vermont. action· 
strikes blow 

~ 

• • aga1nst marr1age 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON - The ap
proval of same-sex unions by 
the Vermont House of Repre
sentatives could be the first 
step in underminip.g marriage 
and the family in the United 
States, said the bead of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's 
ethics agency. 

The Vermont House voted 
76-69 in favor of legislation es
tablishing "civil unions" for bo-

mosexual couples, thereby pro
viding benefits and rights pre
viously bestowed only on 
spouses in marriage. While the 
bill designates marriage as 
only occurring between a man 
and woman, it enables homo
sexuals to r eceive licenses from 
town clerks and to be joined to
gether in a union that can be 
dissolved only in a. family 
court. 

The Senate is expected to 
vote soon on the legislation, 
and Gov. Howard Dean has in
dicated he will sign it. 

If the bill becomes law, it 
will place Vermont at a level 
far surpassing any other state 
in supp-orting homosexual 

legally condoned in Verm 
Land said. • 

Rental bill for 
faith . groups vetoed 
Baptist Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky. -A 
posal to exempt religious nra" 

nizations from renting f, 
ties to groups that hold ·u-. .. ·~ 

patible religiQUS views 
been vetoed. by Kentucky 
Paul Patton. 

The bill wou1d have ovA•-•u• 
ed church camps and other 
ligious-related facilities t>on.n~ 

Kentucky's civil rights ll=IWII:o.l 
The bill passed the House by uniOns. 

"Vermont's action is one vote of 82-17 a,nd then pa:sset~ 
the Senate 17-12. Patton more example of the full-scale 
the bill two weeks before onslaught of the radical homo-

sexual agenda to normalize ing it March 8, the day 
would have become law with and have affirmed by the state 

and society their cohabitation without his signature. 
relationships," said Richard . Supporters of the bill view 
Land, president of the SBC's as .a religious fre~dom i 
Ethics & Religious Liberty while .op~?nen~s.vo~ce corkceJUI2 
C · s· ~ over bm1ting CIVIl nghts. omm1s 1on. . 

The Kentucky Baptist 
'<j'his is a further argument 

for every other state passin.g 
its own Defense of Marriage 
Act so it will not have to accept 
these relationships that are 

lie Affairs Committee has vutiA:I 

to urge the legislature to 
ride Patton's veto. Kerr said 
disagrees with the veto 
will lead efforts to override it. 


