
clturclt 
plan 

D- Cum
Fellowship Baptist 

i$1JC\h in Crossville has 
the Baptist and Be
Church Page family. 

Oumberland Fellowship, 
~!aer the leadership of Pas

Hank Jones, has begun 
tilishing a monthly 

•J.ett4er in the B&R. 
e are exicted that 

~D.l!t>erian1a Fellowship bas 
into our Church 

Plan and ·decided it 
the best way for them 

b n publishing a 
er," said Editor 

11mlie Wilkey. 
"While our Church Page 

can, assist churches of 
·sizes, it can be of part~ 

benefit to churches 
have never produced a 
let1ter,'' he noted. 

more information 
Church Page Plan 

other subscription plans 
the Baptist and Reflec
call Susie Edwards at 
371-2003 .• 

CP gifts 
tmain strong 
Baptist and Reflector 

...... ~ .. ENTWOOD - For the 
1t time this budget year Ten
Jsee Baptists gave more than 
mUlion in one month through 
: Cooperative Program. 
In March, CP gifts totaled 
383,019. 
For the year-to-date, Ten
ssee Baptists have given 
!,935,846 through the Coop
ltive Program. The amount 
,resents an 8 percent increase 
~r the $13,829,733 given over 
~same period last year. 
Gifts currently are 6.51 per
l.t over budget needs. 
James Porch, executive direc
r of the Tennessee Baptist 
nvention, expressed apprecia
n for the generous and sacrifi
ll giving of Tennessee Bap
ts. '"Through the Cooperative 
ogram, Tennessee Baptists 
e showing their desire to 
are the Gospel of Christ not 
ly in Tennessee, but around 
eworld; he said. • 

• 

S E E I s 

"Partners in the Harvest" 
. 

Former TBC presidents endorse emphasis 
By Lonnie Wilkey 
Baptist and Reflect<;Jr 

BRENTWOOD - Eight for-
. mer Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion presidents, along with cur
rent president Jerry Tidwell of 
Jackson, hav·e endorsed the 
"Partners in the Harvest" em
phasis. 

Reflecting on Partners in the 
Harvest, TBC Executive Direc
tor-Treasurer James Porch not
ed, "This emphasis honors the 
heritage of t.he Coepera-
tive Program and pro
vides churches an ex
cellent opportunity to 
orientate espe
cially younger 
church members 
to the Cooperative 
Program process 
and its worthy 

achieved if individual churches 
increase giving to missions at 
least one percent through the Co-

operative Program during the 
next budget planning year 

and by enco.uraging 
more members to par
ticipate in volunteer 

miSSIOnS. 
In late Janu

ary, Tidwell, pas
tor of West Jack-

But we made a commitment that 
we would not cut our giving t& 
the · Cooperative Program and 
missions in order to pay for our 
buildings. God has honored that 
commitment. 

"Every year, even while we 
were under construction, we 
:w-ere able to give more to mis
sions than we did the year be-
fore," Tidwell wrote. . "Partners in the Harvest" is a 

year-long emphasis celebrating 
the Cooperative Program's 75th 
anniversary, said Gary Rick
man, ministry coordinator for 
the Tennessee Baptist Conven
tion. 

means as our 
. . pnmary mis-

sion support 
opportunity. n 

PARTNERS 
IN THE HARVEST 

son Baptist 
Church, Jack
son, in a guest 
editorial in the 
Baptis·t and 

Eight former TBC presidents, 
still active pastors in the state, 
also have pledged to ask their 
churches to become "partners in 
the h arvest" and to increase 
their giving through the CP by 
one percent, Rickman said. All 
have indicated support for the 
CP, he added. 

Rickman noted many Ten
nessee Baptist churches will be 
using the traditional Coopera
tive Program Day (April 9) as 
their day of celebration. Church
es, however, may celebrate the 
75th anniversary and recognize 
the importance of the CP any 
time during the year, Rickman 
added. 

The goals qf the 
Mallhew !J:57-.J8 

Reflector, said 
he made a com-

Partners in the Harvest empha
sis is to see one million baptisms 
worldwide during ·the year, un
precedented volunteer missions 
involvement, and $750 million in 
Cooperative Program and othe·r 
mission gifts. 

Rickman said the goals can be 

mitment "to ask my churcl:t to in
crease its cooperative giving by 
at least one percent next year." __ 

Tidwell wrote: "Believe me, I 
know what it is like to have to 
stretch the church operating dol
lar. We are still payi:qg for a relo
cation project at West Jackson. 

Those presidents include 
Wayne Allen, Briarwood Baptist 
Church, Cordova; Larry Gilmore, 
College Heights Baptist Church, 
Gallatin; Ken Hubbard; First 
Baptist Church, Smyrna; Leonard 
- See Former, page 3 

Lind~n Valley Conference Center dedication set for April IS 
For Baptist and Reflector 

LINDEN - Tennessee Bap
tists are invited to participate 
in the dedication service for 
Linden Valley Baptist Confer
ence Center on Saturday, April 
15, at 11 a.m. 

The new two-story facility 
at Linden Valley will have 40 
large guestrooms and a confer
ence space that will hold up to 

150 in one large room or split 
into four smaller rooms. 

The new conference center 
facility .is available for us~ by 
Tennessee Baptist churches 
across the state. 

"We will have facilities in 
place at Linden Valley and at 
CarsonSprings Baptist Confer
ence Center (Newport) that 
will be attractive for holding 
deacons/wives retreats, n1ar-

VOLUNTEERS FROM Chewalla Baptist Church, Chewalla, recently 
helped to construct the new "River Walk" at UndenValley Conference 
Center. The volunteers included, from left, kneeling, Logan Doyle, 
Stephen Reed, Charles Dancer, Richard Howard, minister of music; 
Ernest Derryberry; standing, Brad Howard, Donna Howard, Sarah Beth 
Bames, Richard Doyle, pastor, and Matt Doyle. 

riage enrichment retreats, 
church staff planning retreats, 
and more," said William 
Maxwell, administrative direc
tor for the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. 

Both Linden Valley and Car
sonSprings will continue to 
host a full summer of camps as 
well as church youth retreats 
and other camping events, 
Maxwell added. 

The April 15 program at 
Linden Valley will feature a 
ribbon cutting and brief pre.
sentations from Carrol Kelly, 
Tennessee Woman's Mission
ary Union director, and James 

Porch, TBC executive director
treasurer. 

Those who attend are invit
ed to stay after the ceremony 
for refreshments, Maxwell 
said. 

Churches have already be
gun making reservations for 
the new facility, he noted. For 
more information regarding 
schel;luling and costs, call toll
free at 1-877-354-6336. 

Construction is still under
way at CarsonSprings Baptist 
Conference Center. A dedica
tion service will be held there 
later this summer, Maxwell 
said. • 

FINAL TOUCHES are being put on the new UndenValley Baptist Con
ference Center. The facility will be dedicated on Saturday, April 15 at 11 
a.m. All Tennessee Baptists are invited to attend. 

• 
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. NBC pulls plug on 

controversial sit-com 
Baptist Press 

HOLLYWOOD - NBC has 
canceled "God, the Devil and 
Bob," a controversial animated 
comedy that featured a beer
swilling version of the deity. 
The series had come under fire 
from several religious groups, 
including Donald Wildman's 
American Family Association. 

NBC cited a poor showing in 
the Nielson ratings as the rea
son for terminating the show. 
By March 30, 22 NBC affili
ates had refused to run the 
program. Those stations repre
sented 5 percent of the coun
try's viewing audience. 

The showed earned a 4 .4 · 
ratings share, NBC's lowest 
rating ever in the slot with 
regular programming, accord
ing to a report from CNN. A 
spokesman for l'fBC said the 
network will not run the nine 
remaining episodes of "God, 
the Devil and Bob." 

Apparently, viewers weren't 
the only one's turned ·off by the 
show's irreverence toward God. 
CNN reported that NBC had 
problems selling ad inventory 
on the show, filling the. ad slots 
with promotional spots for oth- -
er network shows. 

The local affiliate boycott 
began with the NBC station in 
Salt Lake City, which claimed 
the show was "not·very funny." 
Other stations refused to air 
the program because of its con
tent. • 

Kentucky B~ptists 
add ~real-life~ facet 
to CP celebration 
Baptist Presl? 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. - It's 
certa{nly not your typical cele- · 
bnition activity but Kentucky 
Baptists are gearing up to cele
brate t h e Cooperative Pro
gram's birthday by giving an 
unprecedented gift to the peo
ple of Kentucky. 

It is hoped that Operation 
Cooperation, a statewide blood 
drive set for Sept. 10-23, will 
have a major impact on the 
state's blood supplies. 

Blood drives and promotion
a l fun runs will be held in 
more than 25 cities across 
Kentucky to let the people 
know that Kentucky Baptists 
care about them so much that 
they are literally ready to give 

• 

' 

their own blood. 
((The need for blood is al

ways so great at this time of 
year and this will be a wonder
ful opportunity for us as Bap
tists. to share about the one 
who gave all his blood for us," 
said KBC communications di
rector Robert ·Reeves, who is 
helping to coordinate the proj
ect for the convention's CP 
75th Anniversary Committee. 
"This project ties our celebra
tion of missions giving to real
life missions beautifully." 

The Cooperative Progr.am, 
founded in 1925, is the giving 
channel by which Baptists sup
port missions and ministry· ini
tiatives of their ·state conven
tions and, nationally arid inter
nationally, of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. • 

Land urges calls to 
Vermont lawmakers 
Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE-- Vermont 
- legislators need to hear from 
Southern Baptists nationwide, 
said Southern Baptist ethics 
,agency leader Richard Land, 
endorsing an initiative by Fo
cus on the F amily to oppose 
same-sex "civil unions" legisla
tion pending before the Ver
mont Senate. 

Focus on the Family has is
sued a nationwide a lert -
with telephone numbers for 
various Vermont leaders -

. urging Christians to place tele
phone calls in opposition to H. 
84 7, the bill passed by the Ver
mont House of Representatives 

to create marriage-lik~ unions references and foul langu 
for homosexual partners in re- in the last decade, according to 
sponse to a mandate from the a n_ew study, a nd a Unli'L an 

state's supreme court. States senator says it is .. uu~ 
The bill , if passed, "could for the federal government 

• 
have national implications," hold the networks accv,,u,J~'u' 
Focus on the Family' s alert able. 
stated. The report, which coiJnp~u-ed 

('We cannot allow Vermont .. the first four weeks of nrrme-1 
to decide the fate of marriage time programming in 
for the rest of this country," 1989-1990 season with 
said Tom Min~ery, Fci>cus on first four weeks of 199!~-21000 
the Family's vice president for found: 
public policy. >- Foul language i 

The telephone numbers list- more than 550 per~ent ia 
ed by Focus on the Family in- frequency on a per-hour oasJts: 
elude those of Vermont Gov. and the curse words used wP.1~~ 
Howard Dean, (802) 828-333.3, far more vu1gar in 1999 11ua.UJ 

and Lt . Gov. Doug Racine, in 1989. 
(802) 828-2226. >- Sexual -content mmre ·tnat~ 

. Vermont senators listed by tripled during the decade. 
Focus on the Family are Peter 
Shumlin, president pro tem
pore, office (802) 828-3806; 
Jan Backus, (802) 655-7455; 
Peter Brownell, office (802) 
656-5711; Ann _Cummings, of
fice (802) 476-3630; Sara Bra
non Kittell, (.802) 82,7-3274; 
Elizabeth Ready, office (802) 
388-9080; Helen Riehle, (802) 
864-5460; and Richard Sears, 
office (802) 442-6156. Addition
al information is available at a 
Focus-related Internet site, 
www .citizenlink.org. • 

OHensive content 
increases on rv 
during past decade 
Baptist Press · 

WASHINGTON - Prime
time television has produced a 
dramatic increase in sexual 

>- Homosexual re1~er,en<~es~ 

which were ra:re in 1989, uro,~.Al 
24 times as common in 1999. 

.>- References to genitalia 
creased by more th~n 700 
cent. 

In a somewhat hopeful sign, 
violent content declined slightJ 
ly during the decade. 

The stugy shows "network 
television content standards in 
a complete. freefall as we enter 
the 21st century," said Brent 
Bozell, chairman of the Par
ents Television Council, the 
organization that conducted 
the analysis and announced 
its findings in a March 30 
news conference at the U.S. 
Capitol. 

It "shows that there are pre
cious few shows a parent can 
turn to if he wants to· change 
the channel to avoid the trash 
that h as become endemic on 
network TV," Bozell said. • 



~nes in rural area 

Pastor develops, endorses ministry via Internet 
Connie Davis 
· Baptist and Reflector 

SUNBRIGHT - Sonny 
1rks, pastor of first Baptist 
urch here, believes Baptists 
'uld consider the Internet as 
rontier where they can find . 
itors and near-residents 

,.;;UJ••E God. 
The Internet is already a 
LCe of resources, commerce, 
pmunication, and entertain
nt, noted Works. Other pos
ilities for use of the Internet 
•e really unlimited," he stat-

The Internet offers Baptists 
orum on which they can wit
~s to people around the 
rld. The Internet also can 
k church members and pro
re them up-to-date informa
n on ministries, said Works. 
a all of this can be aone at 
· y reasonable costs. 

Seeing people helped 
on Internet 

orks became convinced of 
potential of the Internet 

vu~:~u a woman he met in a 
1troom for atheists. While a 
tdent at Clear Creek Baptist 

le College, Pineville, Ky., 
' >rks got online and began 

.rning about the Internet. 
He learned about the dar.k 
ture of some of the Internet 
i felt led by God to try to in-

fluence some people there. 
Works found chatrooms, where 
people online hold "live" con
versations. Chatrooms for vari
ous groups of people and on dif
ferent subjects are available. 

Works chose a name-which 
was non-threatening and en
tered the chat
room for athe
ists where he 
met a woman 
who even
tually became 
a Christian. 

Works IS 

sure the 
woman's expe-
nence was 

WORKS 

valid because he discipled her 
for about six months and he re
ceived a letter from the pastor 
of a churcl}, she joined in Michi
gan. 

Another experience he had 
on the Internet was as mean
ingful , said Works, although 
the person alre~dy was a Chris
tian. 

A woman contacted him be
cause she noted his Internet 
name included the word pastor. 
Through conversation Works 
learned she was an unwed 
mother and she was estranged 
from· her father, who was a pas
tor. 

Works realized he could help 
her uniquely because h e had 

just found out his daughter was 
an unwed mother and because 
he was called to the ministry. 
He helped the woman ~ under
stand how threatening such a 
situation could be to the call of 
a minister. 

Works is glad to report the 
woman is reunited with her fa
ther while he continues to serve 
his church in Alabama. And 
Works said he continues to 
have a good relationship with 
his daughter, who has respond
ed in a Christian manner to her 
situation, and First Church, 
Sunbright, felt led to support 
his family during their crisis. 

Ministering via Internet 
Although he has less time to 

spend on the Internet because 
of responsibilities to his congre
gation, Works spends several 
hours a day on it. But part of 
his time online is for his 
church. 

First Church, Sunbright, has 
a Web Site (www.fbcsun
bright.net) despite the fact the 
church only has about 325 resi
dent members. Because the 
congregation realized they 
could use it as a ministry, they 
invested in it and it is well de
signed, said Works. The _Web 
Site has about 30 pages which 
are easily updated weekly. 

The church uses an Intemet 
server which filters pornogra-

phy and some advertisements 
and icq (www.icq.com), a ser
vice which allows staff to com
municate across all services of 
the Internet. Works also uses 
hotmail, which is free, as an e-
mail service so he can use a pecially among homebound 
name without any religious ref- members, to enable them to 
erences to communicate with communicate easily with mem-

~ people. hers. In the future homebound 
People going online should members will be able to receive 

be warned that the Internet audio and video of church ser
has many predators and people v1ces. 
who use shocking language be- The pastor expects more 
cause of the anonymity of the people to be online s oon as 
Internet, said Works. Chris- TVs are used to access the ln
tians should not be "holier than ternet. When all members are 
thou" in their approach online, online, mailings can be elimi-
he advised. · nated. 

Christians may want to be- The Internet a lready is an 
gin visiting with people who accepted tool of young people, 
share a s miliar interest with he noted. Those students who 
them. For example, Works has do not have access at home 
witnessed to people who enjoy have it at school and in public 
antique cars. libraries. Children could receive 

'Advantages of Internet birthday cards online, Works 
Using the Internet saves proposed. To reach children not 

Christians long distance phone involved in a church, churches 
service costs, said Works. And could post a story which had 
it fosters communication. aaily installments. 

Many members of First After the church's initial in-
Church here have access to the vestment of about $500 for the 
Internet- about 80 of the 125 Web Site, $70 to register its do
active members. Those mem- main name, and about $800 per 
hers are retrieving up~to-date station for equipment, the r e
church information including maining costs are nominal, re-
prayer requests. ~ ported Works. 

Works hopes to expand the _ "The possibilities are end-
number of members online, es- less," he noted. B&R 

~riner TBC presidents endorse CP emphasis ... Lottery ,&1Jpp(Jrters ga_in 
Senatf -·~ictory; key vote 
scheduled for Aprill 0 

. . inued from page 1 
~rkbam, Bluegrass Baptist 
turch, Hendersonville ; Murray 
tthis, First Baptist Church, Walter 
11; Ray Newcomb, First Baptist 
urch, Millington; Doug Sager, 
rst Baptist Church, Concord, 

hoxVJ· ; and Fred A. Steelman, Red 
mk Baptist Church, Chattanooga. 
"The Cooperative Program is the 
mdation for all our mission work," 
len said. "Our worldwide mission 
deavor has grown over the last 75 
ars because of this God-given plan. 
1e Cooperative Program unites 
•uthern Baptists lDy providing a 
:m where every church, regardless 
si~e, can be a participant," he not-

Steelman agreed, observing that 
'le Cooperative Program for us em
·aces a worldwide mission and it 
lS become contagious among our 
:ople." 
Steelman said the phrase "Red 

mk Baptist Church is a missions
inded church" is often used by his 
ngregation. 
"Hundreds of youth and adults 

ive served at home and abroad. I 
~lieve it is all anchored to the Coop
·ative Program that is· highlighted 
'ten in this fellowship." 
Hubbard> a former Southern Bap

st missionary, has been able to re
.te his own experiences with the Co
:>erative Program to his Smyrna 
mgregation. 

The church usually hosts a special 
dinner for new members. "During 
this dinner I have the opportunity to 
explain the Cooperative Program 
and emphasize its importance," Hub
bard said. 

"I usually share some of my expe
riences as a missionary in Kenya. 
Church buildings are built, furniture 
is purchased, and pastors in Kenya 
receive financial assistance. 

"These pastors are able to stock 
their libraries with new books and 
can do many other things, all be
cause of the Cooperative Program. I 
tell our new members how my wife 
and I had the assurance that mone
tary help would come every month. 
We didn't worry about finances and 
coula focus on our ministry. Many 
missionaries of different denomina
tions do not have that blessing," he 
said. 

Newcomb added that "Jesus 
teaches we are to take the Gospel to 
Jerusalem, Judea , Samaria, and 
unto the world. The Cooperative Pro
gram allows the church I serve to be 
an Acts 1:8 church." 

Mathis observed that the Cooper
ative Program "is a great way to 
teach churches of any size missions. 
It allows even the smallest church to 
be part of a worldwide mission effort 
and to support missionaries," he 
said. 

Gilmore agreed, saying, "The Co
operative Program allows our church 

· to share in sowing seeds that will 
produce spiritu~l fruit with eternal 
blessings." He noted it is a "privilege 
being partners in the harvest as it is 
gathered in from every part of the 
world." 

SP.ecifically regarding "Partners in 
the Harvest," Markham said he was 
going to ask his church to increase 
their gifts through the Cooperative 
Program in 2001 by one percent . . 
Bluegrass already is very active in 
mission trips and activities also, he 
added. 

Sager, a trustee of the Interna
tional Mission Board, said he sees 
firsthand the results of cooperative 
mission giving. "I believe our best 
years are ahead of us, as we join to
gether as 'partners in the harvest,' " 
he said. 

"We are grateful that our elected 
convention leadership is leading the 
way in a new emphasis on the Coop
erative Program," Rickman said. 

To date, nearly 300 churches have 
expressed interest in being "partners 
in the harvest." Materials are still 
available for churches that want to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
CP, Rickman said. 

For more information about "Part
ners in the Harvest," or to let the 
TBC kno;v your church will become a 
"partner ," call Rickman at (615) 371-
2020 or Jane (}arvin at (615) 371-
7912.• 

For Baptf'stand Reflector 

NASHVILLE- Lottery proponents· scored 
a victory last week when the Senate passed an 
amended version of HJR2. The bill was passed 
three times with only the third vote counting. 
On the final reading it passed by a 17-14 mar
gin, giving it the 17 votes needed to keep the 
bill alive. _ 

The vote means the bill can be brought back 
next year. It will need 22 votes to get on the 
ballot in the 2002 gubernatorial election. The 
bill would allow the legislature to authorize· a 
stat.e lottery if the net proceeds are allocated 
for students to. attend post-secondary educa
tional institutions in the state. One senator, 
Mike Williams of Maynardville, who tradition
ally has voted no on the lottery issue, voted yes 
on the third reading, according to the official 
vote total. 

A key vote is set for April 10. Sen. Ward 
Crutchfield of Chattanooga has asked that SB 
808 be placed on the calendar for a one-time 
vote that will either stop the move toward a 
constitutional convention on the lottery or 
move it forward. The bill has passed the House 
ana if it receives 17 votes in the Senate, it will 
be forwarded to the governor for his signature. 

Tennessee Baptists are encouraged to con
tact their senators and urge them to vote 
against this bill , said Gary Anderson, TBC 
public affairs consultant. 

"It's do or die time for Tennessee Baptists to 
let their views be known." • 



Retires due to health 

Former Catholic finds service as 0 pastor 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Relfector 

CLARKSVILLE - . Delbert 
H omol h as learn ed several 
thin gs fr om servin g Gum 
Springs Baptist Church, Cun
ningham, for 21 years and two 
other area churches for a total 
of 30 years . 

He has learned not to cate
gorize people or think he can 
only rela te to certain kinds of· 
people. Christians can love and 
relate to all people, he said. If 
Christians ar e having t rouble 
doing that, they need t o love 
God m or e, explained H omol 
(pronounced home-el). 

H e has learn ed m ost dis
agreements of church members 
a re caused by personality dif
ferences r ather than n egative 
traits of members, said Homo1. 
Any needed decisions concern
ing such ·disagr eements should 
be m a d e by lead ers of the 
church such as deacons with
out the pastor . This allows the 
pastor to continue to minister 
t o a ll of the member s impar
tia lly and focus on <'winning 
souls," he said. 

P astor s will e xper i ence . 
m or e pros t h a n con s wh en 
ser ving a ch u r ch fo r a long 
time, he suggested . In ·the fu
t ure , they will h ave to deal 
with families who n eed ' m ore 
help than they need today be
cause of the changing world. 

Homol has determined God 
can use former Catholics and 
bivocational pastors. He was a 
Catholic for 24 'years, even at
tending a Catholic college. But 

· Homol didn't become a Chris
tian until he attended a Bap-

~ 

t ist church 
with Wanda 
Slate, a. friend 
who became 
his wife. Ho
mol was a sol
dier with the 
101st Air
bourne Divi
sion at Fort 
Campbell , Ky. 
He worked as 
a building 
contract o r 
while serving 
as a pastor for 
a bout 18 

DELBERT HOMOL and Wanda, his wife, have 
served three churches in Cumberland Baptist· Asso
ciation for 30 years. - Photo by Connie Davis 

years. 
His experience as a Catholic 

didn't lead him to have a rela
tionship with God, said Homol, 
partly because he w;:tsn 't di
rect'ed by Catholic leader s to 
read the Bible. But he has met 
many Catholic Christians and 
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is encouraged by some of .the 
actions of the pope, he added. 

Finally, Homol believes God 
can us e a retired pastor al
though he has Parkinson's dis
ease and had back surgery 
March 31. 

"God's got a purpose in it 

all," he said. "I believe in the 
sovereignty of God." But he 
will miss service as a pastor. 

Homol, 61, who resigned 
Feb. 13 because of his h ealth, 
admitted he has continued to 
minister to members of Gum 
Springs Church by visiting 
members in the hospital and 
doing other things. He can't re
s ist , he said , because the 
church is without a pastor. He 
has continued to attend Gum 
Springs because he knows "his 
family there" will help him 
during his recovery, which will 
las t fr om nine months to a 
year. But he plans to leave 
when the church calls another 
pastor. 

Homol will continue to 
share his faith, he said. He is 
proud of the fact he baptized 
248 pe ople while at Gum 
Springs and probably led more 

. -

SON--N....._ COLLEGE 
• 

SPRING PASTOR 1S -CONFERENCE 

Dr. Don Garner 
O.T. Professor 

Chainnan of C-N's 
Religion Department 

Bible Study Leader 
The Book of Job: 

Grasping Job's Humanity 

Dr. Jim Netherton 
President 

Carson-Newman College 
Luncheon Speaker 

APRIL 27, 9 A.M ... 1 P.M. 

CALL 865~471 -3218 (WWW.C.N.EDU) 

Please register by April20, 2000 

Dr. Jerry l'idwe'l 
TBC President 

Pastor, West Jackson 
Baptist Church 

Featured Preacher 
Finding the Rainbow in 
the Rain (Gen. 9:8-17) . 

than 200 people to faith in Goc 
through a prison ministry a1 
t he Montgomery County Jar 
he assisted for about 20 years. 

"I've been a blessed man,' 
said Homol. "I give God all th( 
glory," B&R 

CLASSIFIED 

MUSIC MINISTER: Baken 
Grove Baptist Church is seekin! 
part-time music minister, Her 
mitage/Mt. Juliet area. Send re 
sume to Bakers Grove Baptis 
Church, 3562 Earhart Rd., Mt 
Juliet, TN 37122 or call {615 
883-5039. 

* * * 
. 

MUSIC MINISTER: Lucy BaR 
tist Church (riear Memphis) ij 

. seeki'ng a part-time bivocationa 
music minister. Send resume tl 
Search Commi~ee, Lucy BaptiE 
Church, 4005 Lucy Rd. , Milling 
ton, TN 38053. 

* * * 

CHURCH GROWTH: Glenwoo1 
Baptist Church is searching fc 
a full-time minister for churc 
growth and fam.ily outreac~ 
Please contact Glenwood Ba~ 
tist Church, 7212 Centr~l Av 
enue Pike, Powell , TN 3784~ 
telephone (423} 938-2611. 

* * * 

CHILDREN'S MINISTER: Fi~ 
Evangelical Chur9h of Tupel 

- Miss., is searching for an ind 
vidual who is called to children1 
ministry and has a vision for 
strong children's program whio 
points to Jesus Christ. Full-ti~ 
position, paid vacation, benefitt 
401 K. Send resumes to FE~ 
2094 McCullough Blvd., Tupeh 
MS 38801, Attn. Kerry Cock 
www. firstevan. net. 

* * * 

YOUTH MUSIC: Full-time mi 
iste r of youth and music 1 
guide the youth ministry a 
overall music ministry. Se 
cover letter and resume to FB 
of St. Charles, 136 Stodde 
Ave., Waldorf, MD 20602, Att 
MYM Search. 

* * * 
PASTOR: Long H~ights Bapti 
Church, friendly, growing Sout 
ern Baptist church is active 
seeking a full-time pasto 
Please send resumes to Past 
Search Committee, 6960 Hw 
423 E, McKenzie, TN 3820 
Resumes will be accepted ur 
April 15. 

* * * 
PASTOR: First Baptist Churc 
Tazewell, Tenn., is seeking 
senior pastor. Anyone intere: 
ed should send a resume wi 
references to Joseph M. Mart 
P.O. Box 219. Tazewell, 1 
37879. 



at has become of personal responsibility? 
_.,~~- smoking in a huge way. Smok-

I first heard the news on the 
~io and then I read the news
per article. 
Last week a jury in San 

. ancisco awarded $20 million 
a 40-year-old woman and her 
sband. Apparently the 

,man began smoking when 
e was 13 years old and later 
veloped small-cell lung can
r. According to the article, 
ctors have said she probably 
11 die this year. 
That's a sad story and I do 
!l sorry for her and her fami-

Yet, I do not think the two 
acco companies that must 

;y her the $20 million should 
held liable. And no, I am not 

o-tobacco. In fact, I am anti-

11est editorial 

ing contributed to my mother's 
death. It's listed as a contribut
ing cause of her death on her 
death certificate. 

My mother, however, knew 
she shouldn't smok e. I made 
sure .because I told h er every 
chance I had. She chose to 
smoke. 

The lady in California who 
began smoking when she was 
13 years old did so after warn
ing labels were put on cigarette 
packages. 

In addition, according to the 
article, she even admitted to us
ing marijuana and smoking 
during pregnancy. I understand 
the argument that the tobacco 
companies continued to adver
tise their product and even de
nied the claims that tobacco 
was dangerous. But the bottom 
line is that despite those de
nials, every pack of cigarettes 
they sold still contained that 
health warning from the sur
geon general. 

The key I believe is individ-

ual choice. This lady, as did my 
mother, chose to use a product 
that they knew could be detri
mental to their health. It helped 
to shorten my mother's life and 
apparently it will for this other 
lady as well. 

Society today is making it 
harder and harder to be a par
ent. One of the things I try to 
stress to my children is they are 
accountable for the choices they 
make. It seems they always 
want to make excuses. 

It's hard to convince them of 
being responsible for their ac
tions when they see and hear 
stories of people who often are 
-rewarded by blaming their 
problems on someone else. 

We see it every time someone 
is awarded large sums of mon
ey, such as in this cigarette 
case. But there are many other 
examples. One that pops into 
my mind is the lady who 
dropped a cup of steaming cof
fee on herse.lf, was severely 
burned, and then sued the fast 
food company pecause they did 

not warn her the coffee was hot. 
In our country common sense 

and the idea of personal respon
sibility are becoming relics. 

Christians and churches, in 
particular, need to teach the im
portance of personal responsi
bility. 

We need to teach our chil
dren and grandchildren that 
choices they make now can af
fect them for a lifetime -

· whether it be smoking, drinking 
alcohol, or having sex befere 
marriage. And what's more , 
they need to be aware that they 
themselves are responsible for 
the consequences of their ac
tions. 

The idea of personal respon
sibility is biblical. The Bible 
teaches us that we are responsi
ble for our actions, especially 
when it comes to the choice that 
must be made about salvation. 

We cannot accept Christ for 
someone else, n,or can they do it 
for us. It is an individual choice 
with a consequ ence that is for 
eternity. B&R 

Traditional family does not need reshapi~g 
Kevin Shrum 

In a recent guest editorial in The Ten
ssean, visiting ·MTSU professor William 
trner asked the public at large to "rethink 
e idea of same-sex marriage, for fairness' 
ke." 
On the surface, such a request seems 
msible, appealing to our sense of toler
ce and fairness. I decided to rethink my 
Kas tibout same-sex marriage. It has 
oven to be a very helpful exercise. 
Firstly, we are being asked not just to 

!I,~P.1nt same-sex marriage as normal, bllt to 
~efine the very definition of marriage it
(i. However, t he traditional family has 
en at the root of the success of the civi
led world, especially when it comes to the 
ocreation and nurturing of children. 
Turner is partly right in that marriage 
uals and ceremonies have evolved over 

years. However, the basic definition of 
arriage has, for the most part, always 
!en a committed relationship between a 
an and a woman. To redefme marriage in 
rms of same-sex is to strike a blow at the 
!ry notion of the traditional family. 

Secondly, we are being asked to accept 
ot just same-sex marriage, but the 

e behind such a request: 

The gay and lesbian community doesn't 
want us to think about their sexual rela
tionships because they know it is abnormal 
and extremely distasteful to the average 

-person. Non-homosexuals a re told not to 
dwell on what takes place in private; that 
same-sex marriages are just as loving as 
heterosexual relationships and that the in
timacy aspect of a homosexual relationship 
is private. . 

Thirdly, we are being asked to accept the 
implied nation that the gay/lesbian lifestyle 
is a product of natural causes rather than 
individual choice. In fact, some falsely be
lieve that there is a "gay gene." However, 
not even the Human Genome Project, the 
genetic research project of the federal gov
ernment, makes such a claim. 

Every study which has claimed a natural 
cause for homosexuality has eventually 
been debunked by sound, scientific re
search. Homosexuality is simply a personal 
choice. 

Fourthly, implied in Turner's request is 
the claim that homosexuals comprise 10 
percent of the population (a number that 
first appeared in the now discredited Kin
sey Report). And because of this claim, ho
mosexuals deserve the same rights as any 
other minority people group. However, mo~t 

r esearchers estimate that the homosexual 
community comprises j ust 1 percent of the 
general population. 

Why should society subsidize through 
healthcare and other benefits a lifestyle 
most people believe to be unnatural, even 
wrong? Individual homosexuals already re
ceive benefits through their places of em
ployment, just as heterosexuals do. But· do 
we need to extend these benefits to their 
"domestic partners?" This applies to hetero
sexual live-in partners, as well. Such a 
move would diminish the sanctity of mar
nage. 

One more thought on same-sex mar
riage. Historically speaking, the adoption of 
promiscuous lifestyles has contributed to 
the overall demise of other so-called en
lightened societies. In fact, in Gibbons', The 
Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire, sexual 
promiscuity, including homosexuality, was 
one contributing factor to the inernal implo
sion of the Roman Empire. 

The last thing we need to do is redefine 
and rethink one of the pillars that is neces
sary to a stable society - the traditional 
family. America can ill-afford to normalize 
or subsidize abnormal, destructive 
lifestyles. • - Shrum is pastor of Inglewood 
Baptist Church, Nashville. 
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Writing out thoughts can help to focus on the important 
Reading your old journals is an 
excellent way of remembering 
who you are and who you want 
to become. Journals also are a 
rich source of encouragement 
when you see how you have 
overcome problems in the past. 

You may have never thought 
f yourself as a writer. I want to 
wite you to consider an activi
Y that may sound foreign to 
nany. Family therapists in the 
•ast few years have discovered 
he cleansing, growing, matur
ng effect of a process called 
ournaling. There are many 
vays to approach this activity. I 

want to suggest a family-spiri
tual journal. 

Getting started is the tough 
part. You need discipline and 
structure. This is not a docu
ment created for anyone but 
yourself. (You do, however, need 
to consider that others may find 
and read your journal, especial
ly after your death.) 

The entries don't have to be 
long. A paragraph or two will . 
do: There· may be days when 
you will want to make much 
longer entries, however. 

To start with you might try 
using sentence completion exer
cises. For example, "I would 
like to be .... " or "I need to .... " 

Be creative like "In. ten years I 
want to .... " 

You also might want to con
sider making lists. For instance, 
list five people who influenced 
your life or your five favorite 
verses. 

You can also use your jour
nal to stretch and challenge 
yourself. You might imagine 
yourself face to face with Paul, 
Peter, or Elijah. What would 
you ask them? What do you 
think they would say? 

The possibilities are limited 
only by your mind 'Vld imagina
tion. 

What do you do with this 
stuff after you have written· it? 

Writing down our thoughts 
on our place in the family and 
our spiritual journey helps us to 
focus on the important and 
eliminate the extraneous. The 
process often brings clarity and 
direction to our lives in the 
midst of turbulent stress. • -
Barkley is professor, Baptist 
Memorial College of Health Sci
ences, Memphis, and a family 
therapist in private practice. 

-

Start with a smile 
Teacher to sixth grade stu

dent: "Vernon, where's your 
homework?" Vernon: "My dog 
ate it." Teacher: "You don't ex
pect me to believe that old ex
cuse do you?" Vernon: "Oh, he 
really did. I had to force him and 
put lots of ketchup and mustard 
on it, but he really ate it." 

Take this truth 
There is nothing so pathetic 

as a forgetful liar. He who is not 
sure of his memory should not 
undertake the trade of lying. 

Memorize this Scripture 
"Lying lips are an abomina

tion to the Lord." - Proverbs 
22:12 

Pray this prayer 
"Lord, help me realize a half 

truth can be the biggest oflies." • 

Partnership · 

Prayer Requests 
April _ 
6 - Pray for NAMB mission

ary Bill Black of Gatlinburg 
who is working April 5-13 in 
Lisbon, Portugal, to train 
1MB missionaries in the use 
of volunteers. 

7 - Pray for Barry and 
Lawanda Bonney, church 
planters and strategists liv
ing in Ontario, Canada. 

8 - Pray for Brenda Highfill, 
1MB journeyman, as she 
deals with violence in the 
neighborhood surrounding 
the Friendship House in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, where she . . 
IS servmg. 

9 - Praise God for a team of 
eight volunteers from Broad
moor Baptist Church, Mem
phis, who prayerwalked in 
March in Lisbon, Portugal. 

10- Pray for Craige and 
Ellen Steele, 1MB missionar
ies to Brazil, who are prepar
ing for statewide assign
ment. 

11- Pray for Tom Martin, a 
church planter strategist in 
Midland, Mich., who preach
es at both Glad Tidings Bap
tist Church, Gladwin, and 
Riverwalk Baptist Church, 
Midland. 

12- Pray for Nicki Chandler, 
1MB journeyman, who works 
on the youth team in Portu
gal. Ask God to bless her as 
she shares prayerwalking 
with five churches. 

... 
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Arizona Baptists 
accept severed 
ties with GCU 
Baptist Press 

PHOENIX - Messengers to 
a special called session of the 
Arizona Southern Baptist Con
vention voted March 23 to ac
cept the severing of formal con
vention ties with Grand 
Canyon University. 

During the special session, 
the 355 messengers were 
asked to ratify two resolutions 
unanimously adopted by the 
ASBC executive ,board Feb. 1. 
The first expressed "great dis
appointment" but allowed 
Grand C;:myon to sever its ties 
with the state convention. The 
second affirmed the placing of 
Grand Canyon's Cooperative 
Program funds in escrow for 
eventual reallocation, except 
for funds for ministerial schol
arships. 

CHURCH FURNITURE 
, , . Finest Construction 

: .l:.owest P1 ices 
Free Estimates 
'Plain or Padded 

BAPTISTRIES 
STEEPLES 
WINDOWS 
"Refinishing & 

Cushioning Your 
Presenl Pews" 

Toll Free 
csoo) 365-2568 CISCO 
(931) 359-3075 P.O. Box 1068 

Lewisburg. TN 37091 

MAJOR 
MEDICAL 

c~Dr. Co-pay 

Includes Lab & X-ray 
•Co-pay Drug Card 
<..-$1 0.00 Co-pay on 
Vision Exams 
,.-co-pay on 

Annual Physicals 

(800) 942-5160 
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Messengers' comments and 
questions indicated a deeply di
vided constituency. Some ex
pressed sorrow and anger at the 
university's action and ques
tioned its motives. Others voiced 
understanding and support for 
the GCU trustees' action. • -

SWBTS spared from 
tornado damage 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas -
Texas Baptists ~re mobilizing 
disaster relief teams to assist 
·in the aftermath of a devastat
ing tornado that tore through 

. the heart of downtown Fort 
Worth, Texas, claiming at least 
three lives and causing mil
lions of dollars in damage. 

Christian Builders 
A Time to Build (Ecc. 3:3) 

Thomas L. Anderson Architects. Inc. 
AlA, CSI, & NCARB 

(A Design & Build Company) 
With two decades of experience, we 

help growing churches fulfill their 
vision and build their dreams. 

"Making Kingdom Visions Reality'' 
303 South Main Street 

Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
(615) 859-4221 

e-mail: 
TLAARCH@ juno.com 

Officials at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
located approximately seven 
miles south of downtown Fort 
Worth, said no one was injured 
during the outbreak of severe 
weather and the campus was 
spared any damage. 

That wasn't the ca_se in 
downtown, where the tornado 
caused what Lt. Gov. Rick Per
cy called "destruction on a fair
ly massive scale .. "~~ 

Baptists look to 
future in Nigeri~ 
Baptist Press 

KADUNA, Nig~ria - B~p

tists in Nigeria are siftin.g 
through the ashes and count
ing the cost after the Baptist 

Why Pay More For 
Life Insurance! 

Low, low non-smoker monthly cost (male) 
Age $150,000· $300,000 
25 $11.33 $18.29 
35 $11.86 $19.34 
45 $18.99 $35.61 
55 $42.83 $81.29 

Please call Jim Smelcher (Knoxville, TN) Toll 
Free 1-800-583-0970 (9-9 Mon.-Sat.) Level 
death benefit term to age 95 with a step pre
mium that does not increase for the first 15 
years. Written by an A-plus Life Insurance 
company. Preferred male rates illustrated 
above. Please call for other ages and female 
rates. · 
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Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van 
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step. 

Call Tri-State Van & Bus.Today! 
1-800-330-3622 

Buses! Vans! People Movers! 
www. tri-statevanbus.com 

For persons with mental retardation, parents, 
caregivers, and teachers 

2000 Spring Weekend Retreats 
CarsonSprings Baptist Conference 
Center, _ Newport - April 28-30 

LindenValley Baptist Conference 
Center, Linden - May 26-28 

r• 

For campers -fun time with supervised recr_eation, classtime 
with great teachers, and worship time. 

For parents - sharing time with other parents, training ttme 
about parent interests. 

For teachers - training time in creative teaching techniques 

Cost- $50 per person. For more information, contact Gene Nabi of 
the TBC staff at 1-800-558->W90, (615) 371-2083, (615) 662-0327, or 

gnabi@aol.com. . 

LIFEWAY'S EXCLUSIVE Bus SOURCE 

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc. 
328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 

Available in 20' to 37' models 
( 12 to 47 passengers, New & Used) 

(800) 370-6180 

(615) 376-2287 

• LifeWay Discount 
• We rent new buses 
• We buy used buses 
www. ciitpenterbus. com 

Since 1953 

"We specialize in church buses" 

seminary here was attacked 
during riots in late February. 

Eleven people, including 
two students and a retired 
maintenance man, were killed 
when a mob overran-the cam
pus. Another student was 
killed the day before in town. 

The cost of replacing-build
ings burned during the assault 
may run as high as $5.3 mil
lion, reported U che Enyioha, 
president of the seminary. And 
that doesn't include the cost of 

• 
replacing school furnishings, 
personal belongings, and li
brary books. Classes for gradu
ating seniors will resume after 

L.L. Pews/Pulpits 
Theater Seats 
Refinishing 

I N COA J•C:) n, A TC'D 

1-800-537-4723 
P.O. Box 751, Cameron, TX 76520 
www.llsams.com 

Free...::~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACTORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 

1-800-251-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO. 

3511 HIXSON PIKE • CHATTANOOGA, TN'37415 

Wilson's Church Interior'S, since 1982! 
Pews = New + Refinishing + Upholstering 

Steeples, Baptistries, Furniture, 
Carpet, Chai.rs 

Call 1-800-844-1911 
. www.pews.net 

e-mail: wilway@peop.tdsnet.com 

.· 

Easter at a temporary location. 
Other students ~11 resume at 
a later date. 

But the destruction of build
ings and even the loss of life 
will not stop the growth of 
God's kingdom in Nigeria, 
Baptist workers say. 

Rioters killed 21 members 
of one Baptist church and 
burned 17 Baptist buildings 
and 13 pastors' homes, report
ed Southern Baptist mission
ary Don Copeland. Another six 
church buildings only were 
looted, apparently .. because 
they were too close to Muslim 
homes to be burned. • 

Tilt Jl{allo.~'J t:l:tiiJi~rOtu.rcfJ &mr.·ori!Jn Spedloi.Jr.t 
827 E. Broadway Blvd., Jefferson City, TN 

Pews, pulpits, 
baptistries, 

steeples, chairs, tables, 
lighting, stained glass, 

folding doors, 
carpet 

VAN WINKLE 
CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

& PEW UPHOLSTERY 
Box 501, Fulton, MS 38843 
in MS TOLL FREE 1 ·800·624·9627 
Outside MS TOLL FREE 1·800·821-7263 

Church Carpet Pews Steeples Baptistries Chandeliers Educational Furniture Chairs Tables 

We're a fresh new approash to the needs of Today's church ... and with 25 years experiemce 

CHURCH CONSULTANTS 
Furnishings • Renovators • Interior Designers • Capital Fundraising 
~mail- ChuConsult@aol.com 615-370-8943 332 Southgate Ct. Brentwood TN 37027 

''New Millennium. 
l\Tew Wonders.'' 

Gr.eat Com.Dlission Week 
April 11-13,2000 

"Look among the nations! Observe! Be astonished! Wonder! 
Because I am doing something in your days-

You would not beli?ve if you were told." Habakkuk 1:5 

Join us at Southern Seminary as we are emboldened to 
follow our Lord's Great Commission mandate of missions, 
evangelism and church growth through workshops, 
missionary presentations and chapel services_ led by: 

April 11 D. James Kennedy 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

April 12 AI Gilbert 
SBC International Mission Board 
Richmond, Virginia 

April 13 Kevin Cosby 
St. Stephen Baptist Church 
Louisville, Kentucky 

• . ....... 
Ill 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road· Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
(502) 897-4121 · Vtsit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 



~hat about 
eaven? 

Jimmy Gentry 

Focal Passages: Revelation 21:1-22:5 
does one adequately describe heaven? It is 

nanly impossible to do so. John makes an at
tpt, however, to convey a picture of the future 
pia in the final major section of Revelation 
ich may be entitled "The Eternal Fortune of 
ampions" (21:1-22:7). In the previous visions he 
: depicted the adversities of humanity and ~he 
tnizing persona of God's people as a result of 
evil one. In these passages he looks beyond the 

d judgment and envisions the irrevocable des
y of believers. John uses t hree principal 
taphors to describe the r eality of heaven: a 
ne (21:1-8); a city (vv. 9-26); and a garden (22:1-
As John draws from the imagery of Isaiah 65~ 

he affirms some truths about heaven that en
believers to live joyfully in the midst of hard-

p. 
heaven everything is fashioned into 

wn,ess (21:1-4). John uses concepts familiar to 
readers. A new heaven, n ew earth, new 

rusalem, and the sea were. well-known topics of 
vish end-times discussions. These verses signify 
1 renewal of creation and propose eternal fellow
p with God. The key term is "tabernacle" or 
veiling." All of creation will be renewed. The 
a," symbolic of the chaotic nature of the old 
rth, has been vanquished. Believers know of 
d's presence by faith in this life; in heaven, as a 
ult of everything being fashioned into some
ng new, they will know his presence also. Ac
-dingly; in heaven there is no threat of death 
1 therefore no experienc~f grief. There is nei

crying nor pain because God destroys evil. 
eaven's resplendence cannot be cap

.-,.., ... in human terms (vv. 9-11, 18-19, 21). 
~se yerses focus on the perfect protection of God 
employing the symbol of the city. Hebrew pil
ims, who h ad made the tiring j ourney to 
rusalem for one of the festivals, would never for-

the joy of seeing the city. John r emind.s the 
rsecuted believers that they've traveled a long 
d treacherous journey and now victory is in 
~ht. John describes heaven , realizing his descrip
•n using jewels and gold could not compare to 

actual reality. Heaven will be more than mag
:icent. Simply put: no human language can ~uffi
mtly describe the stunning certainty of h eaven 
.d its purity. Suffice it to say that in heaven be
:ver s from all nations will enjoy the ete_rnal pro
""uu of God. 
Heaven is paradise restored (22:1-3). T4ese 
rses grant a brief view oflife with God in~ place 
provision. The vocabulary hints at the restora-

m of all that was lost in the Garden of Eden. 
lese images -river of the water of life, the tree 
life, the healing of the nations, etc. - are re

inders of eternal life. Above all, God and the 
unb are central in heaven. Believers know that 
·ery particle of Christian hope can be enumerat
l in the assertion that they will be with God in a 
stored paradise. 
Heaven is eternal worship for believers 

ho enjoy God's presence (vv. 4-5). Finally, 
>hn says that in heaven, all believers will .enjoy 
le abiding presence of God. There they will wor
lip him forever. What more could any believer 
ant? The old Presbyterian confession is germane 
1en for Baptists: "The chief end of humankind is 
1 worship God and enjoy him forever!" So b-e it \0 
eaven and on earth. - Gentry is pastor Springfield 
aptist Church, Springfield. 

Different convictions 
By Joe Sorah 

Focal Passage: I Corinthians 8:1-13 
In our passage for this week, Paul continued to address 

questions within the church at Corinth. The issue at hand 
was eating food that had been sacrificed to idols. Animals 
were sacrificed to pagan gods. Part ofthe.animal was eat
en by the worshipers in the pagan temple or taken home 
to be eaten. The remaining meat was sold to meat mar
kets. The Corinthian believers were at odds over if it was 
permissible to eat such meat. While the modern believer 
does not face this issue, we certainly have many moral 
choices. Some choices are absolute while others are moral
ly neutral. How do we handle these morally gray issues 
when some harbor strong differing convictions? Let us ad
dress this subject of different convictions as we study to
day's focal passage. 

Family 

Paul identified ·some basic presuppositions· (vv. 
1-3). When confronting diff~ring convictions in matters 
of morally neutral iss~es, Paul reminds us to keep the 
following in mind. First, love is superior to knowledge (v. 
1). Our lives are to be guided by love. Whereas knowl
edge builds self, love builds others. Second, be careful 
when you claim total knowledg~ in a morally neutral 
subject (v. 2). You may fin~ you did not know as much as 
you thought. Third, love is to be the mark of the Christ
ian (v. 3). Love for God ought to be manifested in love for 
others. 

Paul addressed some particul2rs of the issue (vv. 
4-7). Paul agreed with the group who did not r efuse to eat 
the meat sacrificed to idols. He acknowledge that an idol 
is nothing. He admitted some claim to serve others gods, 
but the Christian understands there is one God and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Some believers within the Corinthian 

c 

church seemed to hold on 
to their previous super
stitions about the false 
gods. They thought by 
eating this meat they 
were contaminatin g 
themselves. Paul insist-
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ed that consuming food does not bring us closer to God, 
nor does not eating it. While the apostle agreed with this 
group's theology, he had a problem with their practice. 

In response, Paul made a proposal (vv. 9-11). Even 
though eating meat sacrificed to idols does not have a de
filing effect, the believers were urged to consider the 
weaker Christians who felt it did. Th~y were encouraged 
not to use their liberty or freedom to the detriment of oth
er believers. We need to ·respect other's conscience. If an
other believes something is wrong, we need to res pect 
their belief in spite of our differing convictions. 

Paul gave a specific example when he wrote of a Chris
tian eating in an idol's temple. While some may have felt 
it was permissible to participate in such, Paul advised 
them to rethink their actions in· light of the impact on oth
er believers. Thus, we can deduct this proposal: before 
acting in relation to a morally neutral area, first consider 
what impact it could have on others. Let love for others 
guide you as opposed to your own freedom. 

In conclusion,- let us consider some principles 
(vv. 11-13). How are we to live ou t our faith in relation to 
differing convictions concerning morally neutral issues? 
First, always be guided by love out of concern for others 
(vv. 11). Second, take very seriously your influences on 
weaker believers (v. 12). Third, refuse to act upon your 
liberty when it may negatively influence another (v. 13). 

John MacArthur provides a helpful checklist when de
ciding if an activity could cause another to stumble. He 
suggests asking the following questions: Is it necessary? 
Is it helpful? Is it what Christ would do? Does it set a 
good example? Will it-help or hinder my testimony? Will it 
make me stronger? Will it honor God? When confronting 
morally neutral issues and differing convictions, prayer
fully consider these questions. - Sorah is pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Elizabethton. 

Remembering the Lord's faithfulness 
By Garry Mille r 

Focal Passages: 
Joshua 23:1-6, 8-11, 14 
Recently while perusing 

some of the Bibles I have 
purchased and been given· 
during the 32 years of my ministry, I 
came across the one I bought just af
ter I was licensed to preach. The fol
lowing commitment is written on the 
fly leaf in the front: Lord, send me 
anywhere you want me to go, just go 
with me. Lay any burden on me, just 
sustain me. Sever any ties that will 
keep me from following Jesus. It i~ 
dated Friday, Nov. 13, 1970. I will 
have to say that was certainly a 
"Good Friday" in my life and that the 
Lord h as been faithful in keeping his 
end of the bargain. 

It is good to look back over our 
journey with the Lord occasionally 
and evaluate our progress. We do not 
need to get stuck in the past. It is a 
nice place to visit, but a poor place to 
stay. Our traditions and heritage can 
either be an anchor to keep us on the 
proper course or a dead weight that 
impedes our progz:ess. 

As Joshua came to conclusion of 
his tenure as the leader of God's peo
ple, he wanted them to remain faith
ful to the one who had been faithful 
to them. At the age of 110 with his 
feet firmly planted in the present, he 
looked both backward and forward to 
encourage and challenge God's people 
to fulfill their mission in the world. 

The Lord had given rest to Israel 
from all their enemies on every side (v. 
1b). It was important that they un
derstand who was responsible for 
their success (vv. 3 -5) and that he 
was continuing to work out his will 
for them just as he had promised. 

Then he issued a challenge echoing 
the words he had heard from the Lord 
when he was commissioned to take 
Moses' place as Israel's leader (1:6-9). 
He emphasized their need to adhere 
to the will of God as revealed in his 
word (v. 6) and to separate them
selves from their pagan neighbors 
and their gods (v. 7). 

His most vital instruction was to 
cling to the Lord your God (v. 8). We 
may well ask why they needed to be 
reminded of such an obvious truth. As 
we have said in an earlier study, it 
was because they were, as we are, so 
prone to forgetfulness. That is why he 
would say, So take diligent heed to 
yourselves to love the Lord your God 
(v. 11), emphasis added. 

Even in the New Testament we 
find a great emphasis on loving God. 
That is after all the greatest com
mand of the law (Matthew 22:37-38). 
Failure in this area was the basis for 
the indictment of the glorified Christ 

against the church at Eph
esus (Revelation 2:4) . 

They were energetic work
ers, abhorred evil, exposed 
false teachers, enthusiastic 
in their faith, endured perse
cution for his name, and did 

not grow weary in well doing (vv. 2-
3). Yet they were warned that jf they 
did not remember, repent, and return 
to their first love, he would come and 
remove their candlestick by bringing 
immediate judgment on them (v. 5). 
The reason that it is so important for 
us to remember spiritual truth and 
love the Lord supremely is because it 
is dangerous to forget. 

Past experience has proven that 
you can trust the Lord to send you 
anywhere h e wants you to go, be
cause he will be with you. He will 
even go ahead of you and prepare the 
way. 

You can trust him to lay any bur
den upon you, because he will sustain 
you . You can trust him to sever any 
ties that will keep you from following 
Jesus, because he will not r emove 
anything from your life tha t he will 
not replace with something, or some
one, better. 

In over 30 years of my ministry he 
has proven himself faithful over and 
over again. We need to take time reg
ularly to remember the Lord's faith
fulness. If for no other reason, just so 
we do not forget how faithful he has 
been. - Miller is pastor, Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Humboldt. 
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• Randall Runions, chap
lain, Southcentral Correctional 
Center, Clifton, has been 
called as interim pastor, Unity 
Baptist Church, Summertown. 

-• Gary W. McEwen has 
been called as pastor, First 
Baptist Church, Dover, effec
tive March 26. 

• Jerry Utsman, pastor, 
Talbott Baptist Church, Tal
bott, will celebrate his lOth an
niversary of service there April 
16. He has seen the church 
grow from 75 in Sunday School 
to 213. 

• Union Hill Baptist 
Church , Goodlettsville, has 
called Scott Andrew of Mt. 
Rainier, Md., as pastor, effec
tive April 16. 

• Chris Sparkman, youth 
pastor, Eastwood Bapti s t 
Church, Cookeville, was or
dained March 26. Dave Shel
ley, Bear Cove Baptist Church, 
Sparta, brought the ordination 
message. Billy B. Cooper, pas
tor, Eastwood Church, and 
Tracey Gross also participated 
in the service. 

• Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church, Mountain City, called 
James C. Norman as pastor, 
effective April 1. He and his 
wife, Samanthia, have served 
as houseparehts at Living Wa
ters of Tennessee Baptist Chil
dren's Homes, Elizabethton. 
He is a graduate of Florida 
Baptist Theological College, 
Graceville, and is an extension 
student at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louis
ville, Ky. 

• Union Baptist Church, 
Kn,oxville, has called Craig 
Cummings as pastor, effective 

April 9. Former pastor John 
Thomerson retired. 

• Several churches cooper
ated· to hold a fellowship re
vival March 26 - April 3 in
cluding Baptist, Methodist, 
and Church of God churches. 
The Baptist churches were 
Sheltons Groye Baptist 
Church, Sweetwater; Mur
rays Baptist Church, 
Sweetwater; Paint Rock 
B~ptis"t Church, Philadel
phia; Cedar Valley Baptist 
Cb:urch, Sweetwater; Cedar 
Fork Baptist Church, 
Philadelphia; and Johnson 
Baptist Cl)urch, Erie. 

• The youth group of 
RoEllen Baptist Church, 
Dyersburg, named Two by 
Two, held a Y2J (yes 2 .Jesus) 
Rally recently which energized 
the group. On March 17 lead
ers hosted a lock-in. As a re
sult of these activities, two 
teens made professions of faith 
and two made other spiritual 
decisions. 

• Madison Heights · Bap
tist Church, Madison, will 
c.elebrate its 50th anniversary 
April 30. For. more inform·a
tion, contact the church at · 
(615) 865-4380. 

• White's Creek Baptist 
Church, Rockwood, held a 
Fishers of Men event at the 
church recently. 

• Oakwood Baptist 
·Church, Milan, will celebrate 
its centennial anniversary April 
30. Activities include morning 
worship at 11 a.m., and dedica
tion service and reception at 2 
p.m. Michael Mayo, pastor, 
South Main Baptist Mission, 
Springfield, will speak. 

POLICEMAN Billy 
Garrett, center, spoke 
to members of Merton 
Avenue Bapt~t 
Church, Memphis, re
cently on crime pre- · 
vention activities in 
the Bi.nghampton 
community near the 
c_hurch. Garrett 
stal)ds with Fred 
Trexler Jr., pastor; 
and Ed Clayton, 
member, who is as
sisting the program. 

ADDIE SMITH of First Baptist 
Church, Jamestown, recently 
received a perfect attendance 
bar for 37 years of contint.!OUS 
attendance in Sunday School. 
Willie Beaty, SS director of 
the church, presented the pin 
in her home due to recent 
health problems. Smith said 
sometimes· she didn't fee/like 
attending, but -did because 
Bible study was so important 
to her. 

WEST TENNESSEE students of Conversational English_ as a Sec
ond Language qompleted the 16-hour course and earned their cer
tificate recently. The course is directed by the North American Mis
sion Board and was held at First Baptist Church, Millington. Alan 
May and Nina Clark were the instructors. 

• New Salem Baptist 
Church, Soddy-Daisy, will 
present an Easter musical/dra
ma, ccwe Shall See J ·esus," 
April 20-21 at 7 .p.m. For more 
information, call the church at 
(423) 842-3078. 

• Bethel View Baptist· 
Church, Bristol, will hold re
vival April 16-19. Clyde 
Billingsley, executive director, 
Montana Southern Baptist 
Fellowship, Wjll speak and his 
son, Charles Billingsley, will 
lead the music. For more infor
mation, contact the church at 
(423) 323-7333 or 323-3402. 

·• First Baptist Church, 
Memphis, will host a "Cele
brate the Family" workshop 
April 9 from 1-5:30 p.m. The 
event will include sessions for 
parents and teachers of age 
groups and a parent/youth dia
logue from 3:30-5:30 p.m. 
Leaders will be Beth Taylor of 
Life Way Christian Resources 
of Nashville and Bob Taylor 
formerly of Life Way. For more 
information, call (901) 454-
1131. . 

• Qalilee Baptist Church, 
Knoxville·, will hold revival 
April 30- May ·3. Phil Glisson, 
evangelist of Memphis, will 
speak. 

Church, Paris, will h9ld re
vival April 16-19. Mervyn Nor- . 
wood of Bellingham, Wash., 
will speak. James Deason, 
First Baptist Church, Big 
Sandy, will lead the music. 

. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Sunbright, will hold revival 
April 16-21. Tony Collins, pas
tor, Highland Baptist Church, 
Lenoir City, will speak. For 
more information, contact the 
church at (423) 6'28-2404 or 
www .fbcsunbright.net. 

• A recent revival at Es
sary Springs Baptist 
Church, Pocahontas, result
ed in five people making pro
fessions of faith and several 
people making other spiritual 
decisions. Floyd "Lammie" 
Lammersfeld, evangelist of 
McKenz~e, spoke. 

• ~ Blood Bought Bikers of 
Cookeville, the Cookeville 
Chapter of Christian Motorcy
cle Association, is holding a 
Resurrection Run 2000 and 
Easter Campout April 14-16 at 
the Jackson County - Fair-

grounds. Activities will includE 
bike show, bike games, music 
presented by bands, free food 
and door prizes. For more in
formation, call (f)31) 372-7001. 

• International Friends 
a Woman's Missionary Unior: 
ministry to internationals it 
N a1?hville, will celebrate itc 
25th anniversary May 11 at 
Woodmont Baptist Church 
Nashville, from 9 a.m. - noon 
The interdenominational min
istry involves members of 1 
churches. It focuses on teach
ing conversational English to 
people from other countries. 
For more information, con 

· Elizabeth Childs at (615) 
0224. 

• The ~aptist 
System, based in Knoxville; 
Knoxville Habitat for Hl!lmani< 

' 
ty; and St. Mary's HospitalJ 
Knoxville; have faunched Se
niors for Humanity project 
The project will involve senior 
d.esigning and building tw 
Habitat homes for senior adul 
res~ dents: Assisting on th, 
proJects will be the Am · 
Institute of Architects and 
AARP. Senior citizens in neeQ 
of housing are urged to 
for a home. The appli 
deadline is April 20. For """"~ 
information, contact Judy B 
nette of Knoxville Habitat 
Humapity at (865) 523-3539 
Lynne Busby of Baptist t;enioJ 
Hea.Uh Services at (865) 
266-4. 

• Lincoya Hills Baptist 
Church, Nashville, will hold 
revival Apn~ 9-13. Billy Friel, 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Mt. Juliet, will speak. For 
more information, contact the 
church at (615) 883-7111. 

NAMB, Faitlt Claurcll, Bartl 
provide On Mission 'raining 

• N:ew Home Baptist 
Church, Baxter, will hold re
vival April 16-19. Billy B. 
.Cooper, pastor., Eastwood :Bap
tist Church, Cookeville, will 
speak. Musicians include Lloyd 
Holt, minister of music, East
wood · Church, and Shere·e 
Wright, Eastwood Church. 

• Eastwood Baptist 
Church, Cookeville, will 
hold revival April 23-27. Bill 
Oakley, evangelist, will speak 
and Lloyd Holt, minister of 
music, Eastwood Church, will 
lead the music. 

• New Hope Baptist 

For Baptist and Refleetor sent principles that are 

BARTLETT - An On Mis
sion Church Conference will be 
held May 5-6 by the North 
American Mission Board Al-

' pharetta, Ga., and Faith Bap-
~ist Church, here at the church 
which is located in metropoli
tan Memphis. 

The conference which costs 
$25 will be led by staff and 
"On Mission" leaders of the 
church. The church is eight 
years old and has over 500 
people committed to share 
t-heir faith this year and over 
390 volunteers involved in 
Sunday School· ministry each 
_Sunday. 

Danny Sinquefield, pastor, 
said the conference will pre-

applied in any church, ref;!ardj 
less of size· or location. "Be 
couraged that you don't 
to be a mega-church to be 
significant, mission-driven 
world-impacting congrega· 
tion." 

Participants will receive J 

model for the church focus· 
ing on the Great Command· 
ments and Great Commie• 
sion, principles for missioDf 
and ministry, hands-on hell 
for missions involvement, i 
definition for ministry suc
cess, and a new design foJ 
ministry. 

For more information, cOD 
tact the church at (901) 38& 
4785 or toddp@faithbaptitft 
bartlett.org. ~ • 


