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Fourth leading cause of death

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

CHATTANOOGA — Bap-
tists face a daunting task of
dealing with family members
and friends who are and will
be stricken with Alzheimer’s
disease, but they can cope with
God’s help, the help of others,
and humor, several speakers
agreed at a conference, “The
Church Responds to Alzhei-
mer’s Disease,” April 11.

The conference was held at
Ridgedale Baptist Church here
by the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention, Brentwood; Hamilton
County Baptist Association
here; and the Southeast and
Eastern Tennessee Chapters of
the Alzheimer’s Association: It
drew about 30 participants.

Medical perspective

Vijay Jethanandani, physi-
cian and medical director of a
geriatric psychiatry unit for
Baptist Hospital of East Ten-
nessee, Knoxville, reported
Alzheimer’s disease is the
fourth leading cause of death

in the United
States but that
treatment can
delay its pro-
gress from five
to six years.
Concerning
heredity of the
disease, Je-
thanandani
said heredity
plays a part
only if a moth-
er or father de-
veloped the dis-
ease before the
late 50s. And

then that per-
son has a one

Baptists consider Alzheimer’s disease

LAMAR MOORE, second from rrght pastor, Lookout Valley Baptist Church, Chat-
tanooga, and Vicki Moore, his wife, spoke at the conference. They stand with spon-
sors David Myers, left, director oi missions, Hamilton County Baptist Association;

in 20 chance of
developing
Alzheimer’s.

He encouraged people at
the age of 55 or 60 to begin
monitoring their learning abil-
ities to prevent or delay the
disease. People in this age
group can exercise their men-
tal abilities and take Vitamin
E and aspirin to assist the
process.

Personal perspective

Vicki Moore, a member of
Lookout Valley Baptist Church
here spoke. She cares for her
mother who has Alzheimer’s
and lives with them. Her hus-
band, Lamar, pastor of the
church, also spoke.

Vicki Moore said the experi-
ence 1s the toughest of her life.

and Gene Nabi, Tennessee Baptist Convention. — Photo by Connie Davis

Her mother, once independent
and assertive enough to raise
Vicki as a single mother and
then to live alone, has become
completely dependent. And the
disease has transformed the
assertiveness into aggressive-
ness and rudeness, said Moore.

“I don’t want to be critical of
— See Bapitists, page 3

| Church secretaries elect officers
fficers elected during the business session of the Tennessee Baptist Convention Sec-

aries Conference held recently at the Baptist Center in Brentwood included, from left,
gated, Betti Owens, First Baptist Church, Millington, West Tennessee representative;
‘usan Gamble, Indian Springs Baptist Church, Kingsport, vice president; Donna Hask-
Bumbedand Homesteads Baptist Church, Crossville, Middle Tennessee representa-
st&ndmg, Ann Beasley, First Baptist Church, Nashville, treasurer; Sarah Farmer,
Wéstem Baptist Church, Johnson City, president; and Patsy Morales, First Baptist
h, Kingsport, East Tennessee representative. — Photo by Connie Davis

Second of four planned

Prayer emphasis slated for May 3

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — The second of
four statewide nights of intense
prayer in Tennessee is scheduled for
May 3, the eve of the National Day of
Prayer.

Last November, messengers to the
annual meeting of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention approved a resolution
on “United Prayer for Revival and Spir-
itual Awakening” which called for four
sustained initiatives of fervent prayer
during the year 2000. The first effort
was held March 8.

The special focus of the May 3
prayer meetings in churches across
Tennessee is nationwide spiritual
awakening and praying for the lost
by name, said Gregory R. Frizzell,
pastor of Georgian Hills Baptist
Church, Memphis, and author of Bib-
lical Patterns for Powerful Church
Prayer Meetings, a resource that has
been distributed to every TBC
church.

In addition to the prayer booklet,
every pastor will receive a helpful

e =

guide on “leading congregations to ef-
fectively pray for revival and spiritual
awakening,” Frizzell said.

“So many modern believers indicate
they really don’t know how to pray ef-
fectively for revival and awakening,” he
noted.

Churches have permission to copy
the prayer guide to give to their mem-
bers for use in personal prayer, he
added.

Gary Rickman, TBC ministry coordi-
nator, encouraged churches to partici-
pate in this second statewide prayer ef-
fort.

“It is imperative that we, as Ten-
nessee Baptists, lift up our nation in
prayer. Our future as a nation depends
upon revival and spiritual awakening
in our land,” Rickman said.

The effort which began in Tennessee
has spread to other state conventions,
Frizzell noted.

“Reports of powerful, transformed
prayer meetings have come from all
across our nation. Let us pray this ris-
ing tide of prayer will become a flood of
genuine revival,” Frizzell said. ®
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Baptist aﬂomezs say

Churches must consider legal issues

By Lonnie Wllkey
Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — When it
comes to legal issues, church
leaders “cannot bury their
heads in the sand,” said Ran-
dle Davis. '

Davis, a member of First
Baptist Church, Henderson-
ville, and attorney for the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention,
spoke recently during the Ten-
nessee Baptist Church Secre-
taries Conference held at the
Baptist Center here.

Another attorney, Larry
Cannon of LifeWay Christian
Resources and a member of
First Baptist Church, Antioch,
also talked to secretaries about
copyright issues.

Legal issues

Davis told church secre-
taries in his conference legal
issues are not that difficult if

mixed with “a little common .

sense.”

“It’s best to do things to pre-
vent problems from occurring
rather then taking the band-
aid approach after problems
occur,” Davis said.

He noted churches face two
types of liabilities — internal
and external.

Davis said churches should
not be lulled into thinking
their own members will not

sue. They do and they will, he

TBC ATTORNEY Randle Davis
speaks about legal issues with
church secretaries at a recent
conference in Brentwood.

ATTORNEY LARRY CANNON of LifeWay Christian Resources,
visits with Mary Myers, left, and Rhonda Wolfe of Colonial Heights
Baptist Church, Kingsport, during the recent Tennessee Baptist

Church Secretaries Conference.

said, citing an instance where
a member tripped over a wrin-
kled carpet, was injured, and
then sued.

External liabilities are
greater if the church has a
ministry that reaches outward,
such as a counseling, bus or
day care ministry, he noted. In
some areas, churches need
more than just regular liability
insurance, he said.

Davis also stressed that all
churches are vulnerable to
lawsuits, regardless of size.

One area in which churches
need to especially be careful of
today is in the area of chil-
dren’s and youth workers,
Davis stressed.

Child care workers are the
number one hot issue in the
nation, Davis said.

And, Davis added, the law
does not distinguish between a
paid or volunteer worker.

Davis suggested churches
have detailed policies about
child care workers. For paid
staff, do background checks, he
suggested. If policies are in ef-
fect, follow them, Davis said.
“It’s better to have no written
policy than to have one and not
abide by it,” he said.

For volunteer workers in

Sunday School or other church

Paul Clark Jr. joins TBC staff

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Paul Clark
Jr., minister of music at Briar-
lake Baptist Church, Atlanta,
Ga.. has heen. PlertELL!mMil-

mously by the TBC Executive
Board’s Church Programs Com-
mittee to serve at church wor-
ship/music specialist for the
TBC Church Staff Leadership
Group.

“We are most pleased to have
someone of Paul Clark’s experi-
ence and ability to serve the
churches of Tennessee in this
critical area,” said Bill Northcott,
CSL group leader. “He brings to
this position the qualities of spir-
itual depth and commitment, as
well as a working knowledge of
Tennessee Baptist life.”

Prior to assuming his present
position, Clark was minister of
music at First Baptist Church,
Jackson, for
seven years. :
Clark 1s a
member of the
Centurymen, an
auditioned
group of South-
ern Baptist
ministers of
music from
across the con-
vention. He will serve as acting
president of the group next year.

Clark is a graduate of Union
University, Jackson, and South-
ern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Louisville, Ky., where he
received the Outstanding Musi-
cian award in 1985. B

CLARK

programs, he suggested those
individuals should be church
members for at least six
months. Also, he suggested,
have them fill out a volunteer
application which should in-
clude lifestyle questions.
“Have them sign it and keep it
on file.”

He stressed churches
should check references on
people. The bottom line ques-
tion to answer, Davis said, is
“Would you want to leave your
child with this person?”

Copyright principles

The word copyright basical-
ly means “the right to copy,”
Cannon told the secretaries.

Cannon discussed various
aspects of copyright law and
then dealt with specifics that
churches deal with regularly.

» Is it OK to use other peo-
ple’s material without getting
written permission?

Works produced before 1923
are in the “public domain” and
can be used without permis-
sion, Cannon said. Various
rules apply to works produced
after 1923, but for the most
part, permission would be
needed to copy those works, he
said.

» Is it OK to use things you
get off the Internet?

- scnbers ﬁu the paper ander the
Church Iﬁadershlp Plan.
- This plan enables churches

more people at a reduced rate
. of $8.50 per subscription.

_In addition, New Duck River
Bapt:tst Assnclatmn ‘has begun
' pnntmg a monthly newsletter

non said. “It’s OK to downloa

non said.
be an employee of the chw%ﬂl

mon unless there is a Wl‘ltbﬁ

ist these new gt_‘_:iditmns _t{; nulj_fam

f:}:35_u send the paper to two or

The same rules apply, Can

off the Internet for persona
use, but not to distribute,” h
said.
» Is it OK for choirs to cop
music? i
Choirs cannot copy musi
unless there is an imminen
performance and photocopie
are replaced with purchase §i
copies later, Cannon said,
» Is it OK to make over
heads or print lyrics in bul
letins? |
Cannon said this is not ac!
ceptable unless permission i
obtained from each publisher,
» Is it OK to make copies ¢/ |
magazine articles for Sunda
School classes?

Cannon said this is accepi
able if it is a spontaneous ide §
of the teacher and it is not re
peated over and over. h }

» Is it OK to distribute au§
dio copies of worship service
for the homebound?

It is appropriate to mak
copies for archival purposes
but if the tapes are distrik
uted, the music needs fto b
edlted out or permission mua
be granted from the musi|
publishers or licensing compé
ny, Cannon said. !

The last 1ssue Cannon B.G‘
dressed was “who owns ﬂf
preacher’s sermons?” - |

If the pastor is considere §
an “independent contractart
then he owns the sermon, Car §

e e e

T

If the pastor is considered t
then the church “owns the@fﬂ

agreement to the contrary,” b
said. W '
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::,
L'?:'Lonme’Wllﬁey
~ “We want other TennesEEE
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that their state paper has fo1
them,” W:Ikey said.

~ For more mfunnatmn about
the Church Page Plan or other
 subscription plans, contac
' Susie Edwards at (615) 871
2003. m
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nother or sound offensive,”
' Moore, but the caregiver
a frustrating situation be-
‘e trying to respond to her
her’s requests and de-
‘ds didn’t make her happy
Im her. And confrontation
useless. Her mother tar-
4 her and was even threat-

g, she described. Moore

left the home at times be-
e she was so angry she
ted to strike her mother.
fter about a year of trying
rturing approach, the cou-
ealized they would have to
t her mother’s needs
er than her requests and
ands.
rday, after dealing with
disease for about three
s, they don’t tell Vicki’s
aer the whole truth and
lie to her to keep her from
.ing herself and to help
Moore learned not to take
1se at the actions of her
rer and to forgive her. And
learned she really loves
mother; that love is a
se and a commitment, es-
Wly for a Christian.

Impact on couple

he couple has tried to

» Vicki’s mother in an as-

+d living facility, but she

rejected because she
dn’t calm down. They had
op letting her stay unsu-
ised recently because she

‘E: her foot but didn’t real—

,, they reported.

319 mother stays in a day
facility when the Moores

£ stay with her. Vicki
re still works a full-time

s does her husband in his

s pastor because of the ex-
es of the disease.

‘Saptist and Reflector

TOODBURY — He rarely

tions his illness, not even to
e he visits who are ill. Peo-
don’t believe him, he ex-
ns with a grin, and he
n’t want people’s sympathy.
ud Jones, pastor, Shiloh
itist Church here, also

't complain about how he

eling. He is just glad to be
thy again.
ones, 67, was bed-ridden
about three years at the
of 53 after suffering sever-
trokes. The strokes forced
- to retire as a pastor in
rgia. He and Dot, his wife,
ﬁﬂﬁ to try to recuperate in
l'.ls lbﬂ‘. side was paralyzed.
es couldn’t talk, sit up, or
k. He was cared for by Dot
- home health care nurses
) came three times a day at
t, he reported.
\fter about three years,

The household centers
around her mother, said Vicki
Moore, even during mealtime.
If her mother sees a dish
added to the table after she
has started eating, she wants
that dish rather than her
plate. After she receives it, she
might say she doesn’t want it.
Then she will see another per-
son’s plate or dish and want
that instead, explained Moore.

Vicki Moore has not found
an effective way of dealing
with her in public either, she
said. For example, in doctors’
offices she can be very rude to
people. When Moore tries to
hush her or apologize to the
person, her mother becomes
even more antagonistic.

The couple has found writ-
ing an answer to the woman'’s
repeated, same questions is ef-
fective.

Moore and her mother still
attend church services al-
though they sit in the back of
the auditorium because of the
loud comments and questions
of her mother.

Help received

The Moores praised mem-
bers of Lookout Valley Baptist
Church for their response to
Vicki’s mother and for their
help.

“You have to have help un-
der the best of circumstances.
You can’t do it by yourself,”
said Vicki.

Many members have stayed
with her mother, sometimes
even to allow the couple a
weekend away.

Church members have been
“so gracious and kind” to the
couple and her mother, Vicki
added.

And the couple praised the

Jones recovered enough to get
out of bed without help and
eventually learned to walk
again. He remembers asking
Dot to drive him through town.
It was such a thrill to be out of
bed, Jones explained.

Then he faced another
struggle. During his inactivity,
Jones had gained about 50
pounds. With Dot’s help by
way of low-fat meals, Jones
lost the extra weight.

In about four years, Jones
was almost fully recovered,
even able to drive an automo-
bile. He still can’t play the
bass guitar as part of the
Jones family music group so
the family doesn’t perform any
more. But Bud Jones doesn’t
fret about that.

He began speaking in
churches again. Then about a
year and a half ago, Jones was
called as pastor of Shiloh
Church here. He had not
served as a pastor for 13 years.

Baptlsts consider Alzheimer’s ...

SPEAKERS Diane and Gary Pitzl, left, of Chattanoga, and Gary
Coltharp visit. Gary Pitzl, a former metallurgical engineer, was diag-
nosed with the disease at the age of 50. Coltharp is with the Ten-
nessee Baptist Foundation, Brentwood.

local Alzheimer’s association
and a counselor it recommend-
ed. :

Lamar Moore said the expe-
rience has added the unexpect-
ed to their lives. In response
they have learned to live for
the moment. They have
learned to seek help. And he
personally has been helped by
talking about it, he added, and
using humor.

“We take 1t one day at a
time. I'm practicing some of
the things I've been preaching
for 26 years,” said Lamar.

“As difficult as it is, God is
faithful and he continues to be
faithful,” concluded Vicki
Moore.

Churches can help: Nabi

Gene Nabi of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention staff sug-
gested congregations help
families with members who
have Alzheimer’s and similar
needs by developing “Care
Families.”

Care Families are better

He has enjoyed serving a con-
gregation again and reports
the church has added 43 mem-
bers during his service.

“I realize I'm a walking tes-
timony,” said Jones. His expe-
rience energizes him “to work
for the Lord,” he said.

He gives credit for his recov-

equipped than a Sunday
School class because it usually
focuses on visiting a needy
family. A benevolence commit-
tee usually just offers money.
A task force or committee usu-
ally kills a ministry. And an
individual cannot offer a com-
prehensive ministry, said
Nabi.

A Care Family would relate
to the caregiver of a family
dealing with Alzheimer’s. The
Care Family would be made up
of members offering the follow-
ing services — legal, medical,
respite care, spiritual, general
helpers, and the “worrier,” who
would lead the family, de-
scribed Nabi.

They would operate like a
family, which would help them
better assist the needy family
and avoid the pitfalls of mod-
ern philosophy which tends to
“think big,” he said.

The Care Family would
commit themselves to one per-
son and continue that ministry

loodbury pastor recovers from years of invalidism

ery to God. He also credits Dot,
to whom he has been married
for 49 years. God worked
through her, he explained.

‘The good thing about such
an experience is “after a per-
son suffers through it they can
do anything. Today is my best
day,” he stated. B&R

beyond the critical needs peri-
od until the caregiver reaches
closure, just like a biological
family would, he described.
Services

Steve Witt, director, South-
east Chapter, Alzheimer’'s As-
sociation, Chattanooga, report-
ed Tennessee ranks 50th in the
home and health care services
available to people with
Alzheimer’s disease. He sug-
gested people contact state leg-
islators to request improved
services.

Other speakers

Gary and Diane Pitzl of

Chattanooga spoke. Gary, a

- former metallurgical engineer,

was disagnosed with Alzhei-
mer’s at age 50.

Although he can barely read
now two years later, he tried to
read a statement. He had diffi-
culty remembering many

words and skipping some

words, but communicated by
distributing copies of the state-
ment and with help from his
wife.

He said “I can write. Read-
ing’s hard for me. Talking is

hard. I get cold feet and I have
muscle jerks. I wondering (ac-

tual quote) why my shoes
weren’t working right because

.” Diane added it was be-
cause he had his shoes on the
wrong feet.

Another speaker was Gary
Coltharp of the Tennessee
Baptist Foundation, Brent-
wood, who spoke on a Christ-
ian response to the needs of
Alzheimer’s patients and their
families. B&R

State nursing
group to hold

annual meeting

For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — The An-
nual Meeting of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Nursing Fel-
lowship will be June 3 at
Woodmont Baptist Church
here from 9:30 a.m. — 3:30
p.m. The theme will be “Shar-
ing Jesus Without Fear.”

The meeting will include
testimonies from mission ef-
forts, chapter reports, and
business. John Tarpley will
lead an education session. He
is a physician at Veterans’
Administration Hospital here.

Participants are invited to
attend the Billy Graham Cru-
sade June 1-4. For more in-
formation, contact Vickie An-
derson, Tennessee Baptist
Convention, (615) 371-2030
or 1-800-558-2090. m




Are we providing for future needs of ministers?

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

Youth is a great thing. When we are
young we think we are invincible and that
we will never grow old.

But we do. I’'m living proof. Every time I
throw a softball, swing a golf club (notice, I
didn’t say hit a golf ball), or mow my front
yard (which has a steep slope), I realize I'm
not getting any younger. And, I'm not
alone. The Baby Boomer generation, of
which I am included, is slowly but surely
graying. Are we preparing for “old” age?

Let me ask several questions.

First, are you a minister in a Tennessee
Baptist church under the age of 357 If so,
does your church contribute to your retire-
ment account through the Southern Baptist
Annuity Board’s annuity (retirement) plan?

Second, are you a member of a Ten-
nessee Baptist church with a minister on
staff who is under the age of 35?7 And, does
your church provide for the retirement of
that minister?

There’s a 50 percent chance in Ten-
nessee that the minister is not enrolled and
the church does not contribute toward the
retirement of the pastor or church staff.

Recent statistics from the Annuity Board
show that only 49 percent of Tennessee
Baptist churches are in the Church Annu-

ity Plan. Only Missouri and Alabama
among traditional, old-line Baptist conven-
tions, fall below Tennessee.

Exactly, what does that mean?

It means that 51 percent of our churches
do not help ministers or other church staff
members, including secretaries and custodi-
ans, get ready for their retirement.

It’s a sad but true fact that many Ten-
nessee Baptist ministers who have given
their life to serve Jesus Christ enter their
retirement years woefully unable to meet
even basic needs. Instead of having time for
family and friends and having funds to do
volunteer mission work, many of these min-
isters must find part-time work in order to
just “get by.”

Many of these ministers served small to
medium size churches that were unable to
pay large salaries. Most did provide the
pastor a house to live in. While that un-
doubtedly was helpful, think about this:
what happens when the pastor of your
church retires? He and his wife must leave
that parsonage. I know of ministers who ac-
tually have bought their first house after
they retired. That’s a sobering thought.

For those who did contribute something
to their retirement plan, many began very
late in their ministry or contributed just a
very small sum. Annuity Board statistics

show that in Tennessee we have a total of
1,890 annuitants (as of December 1999). Of
those 399 receive $101 to $200 a month. An-
other 258 receive less than $100 a month.

Even with adding Social Security funds to -

those dollars, that doesn’t provide very
much after rent, food, and utilities are paid.

As Christians, we have a responsibility
to help our ministers and other church staff
who have dedicated their life to serving the
Lord in the local church. If your church
does not provide retirement assistance, con-
sider doing so even if it is only a small sum.
By enrolling your minister early in the pro-
gram, even the smallest sums will begin to
add up.

And for churches that want to do some-

- thing now to help ministers currently re-

tired, leaders may want to consider the
“adopt an annuitant” ministry which pro-
vides a $75 a month supplement to eligible
ministers and spouses. This is indeed a
worthy ministry.

Consider enrolling your ministers and
staff. It’s never too late, but remember, the
earlier the better.

For more information about the services
provided by the SBC Annuity Board, con-
tact Richard Skidmore at the Tennessee
Baptist Convention at 1-800-558-2090, ext.
2009. B&R

Springtime, gatekeepers, and a man called Philemon

Have you mnoticed how
“springy” everything looks out-
side lately? Surely no other
state has Red Bud and Bradford
Pear trees like Tennessee!
Spring reminds us of renewal,
the rebirth of beautiful things
that have struggled through an-
other winter. Each year, it is

amazing how life and color and.

energy somehow emerge from
such dormancy and apparent
death.

Marriages have that oppor-
tunity, and more often than
every spring. The relationship
of a couple can often be renewed
by the simple act of forgiveness.
It can be the catalyst to spring
new life into a marriage. If you
have been married any time at
all, you’ve most likely had the

experience of asking forgiveness
and being asked to forgive. I've
sat in both of those chairs quite
a few times in my 23 years of
marriage!

I've been reading in the book
of Philemon lately for my quiet
time. It’s the story of Onesimus,
the slave, who runs away from
Philemon, finds Paul, and be-
comes a Christian. Paul appeals
to Philemon to forgive Ones-
imus and take him back as a
Christian brother.

We don’t know how the story
ends. We hope he forgave be-
cause of Onesimus’ changed life,
but the ball ended up in Phile-

mon’s court. It was his choice

and his alone to forgive or not.
He was the “gatekeeper” of his
relationship with Onesimus. No
one, not even Paul, could make
Philemon forgive him, although
Paul did remind him that be-
cause of something in the past,
Onesimus owed his very life to
him.

Such is the scenario of mar-
riage. As long as you are mar-
ried, you will have “opportuni-

ty” to forgive. The ball will most
definitely be in your court from
time to time. That is because
you are married to a human be-
ing. Your mate will make mis-
takes.

When your spouse pleads
guilty to doing something
wrong, you become the gate-
keeper of the relationship. And
what will you do with this situ-
ation? Will you forgive and al-
low your relationship to deepen
or will it stagnate?

Sometimes forgiveness may
be hard to grant. Temptation
may even arise for you to just
“brush off” the problem. Howev-
er, a flippant “I forgive you” on
an important issue will often
only complicate matters. There
are times when confrontation is
necessary. Other times simply
talking through an issue and
sharing your feelings can bring
you to forgiveness,

The key is for both partners
to have a spirit of forgiveness,
wanting to resolve any issues
that come between them. Prop-
er processing of anger situa-

Sprmg is a time to ‘weed out’ spiritual

Spring is a marvelous time of
the year. Nature sheds her dull,
ragged winter coat and adorns
herself with a colorful spring
outfit. Brown house slippers are
exchanged for green shoes that
match the dress. A transforma-

tion is made right before our
very eyes. Ah, it’s a great blg
beautiful wnrld

But wait! Is that a blemish I.

see? It’'s a weed. There’s another
one. And another. Ah, our great
big beautiful world isn’t perfect.
It needs some work. Now! Weeds
spread rapidly. The longer the
delay, the more work needed.
What a parable of our Christ-
ian lives. Through the blood of
Christ, God washed away our
“winter coats” of sin. He created
a new life, a new look. We literal-
ly sprang forth in newness. Ah,
what a great big beautiful life,

this new life is.

But then comes a spiritual
blemish. A weed springs up in
our spiritual gardens. Its ugli-
ness begins to ruin the new look.
We must do something. The
Christian life left to its own will
quickly deteriorate. We must
continually turn to God’s grace
for some “weed pulling.”

We are all familiar with the
term “walk the walk,” and right-
ly we should, but that will never
happen until we “work the
work.” God calls us to “work out
our own salvation.” We are co-la-
borers with God. And while he

tions can actually draw couples
closer together. (But that’s an-
other article!)

Without forgiveness, the
marriage relationship cannot
experience the spring-like fresh-
ness of renewal. It cannot grow
like God wants it to. Instead, a
distance occurs that, when left
to fester, can develop into bit-
terness and resentment — all
this toward your helpmate. How
sad!

Imagine Onesimus standing
before Philemon giving him
Paul’s letter.

Like Onesimus, your spouse
stands before you in need of for-
giveness. Like Philemon, you
must decide whether or not to
forgive. And like Paul encourag-
ing Philemon, the Lord himself
encourages you to forgive (Can
you say 70X707?)

And also like Paul, our Lord
could say, “I don’t need to re-
mind you, do I, that you owe
your very life to me?” m — Wil-
son is minister of marriage and

family enrichment at First Baptist -

Church, Smyma.

blemishes

will never force our labor, he
calls us to the committed, disci-
plined life that permits, yea even
asks, him to remove the weeds.
Just as ridding a yard of

- weeds is never easy, neither is it

easy in our spiritual lives. But if
we want to know Christ in his
fullness and make him known to
others, we must give him our
weeds. Then again we can say,
“Ah, it’s a great big beautiful
life.” As others view our victo-
ries, they will want to know our
resurrected Christ. ® — Kirk is
leader of the TBC Evangel-
ism/Missions Strategies group.

Start with a smile

Secretary to new office wo
er: “You seem puzzled. Ca
help you?” Worker: “What is t
machine?” Secretary: “It’
shredder.” Worker: “How doe,
work?” Secretary: “Put you
pers in here and press the b
ton.” Worker (putting in qu
terly financial report): “Ths
neat. Now where do the cop
come out?”

Take this truth

Complex problems often h: |
easy to understand, Wrong ¢ |
swers. '
Memorize this Scriptu §

“Every prudent man acts (! ‘
of knowledge, but a fool expol |

his folly.”
NIV

Pray this prayer
“Lord, help me to understa

thee problem before I seek the |
lution.” @ — Wood can ba

mailed at drfredwood @ aol. com

— Proverbs 12:

Partnership

Prayer Requests

April/May A

27 — Pray for the Baptlst
State Convention of Michi- |
gan’s Disaster Relief tramm
to be held April 28 in Portag |

28 — Pray for a five-member
team from First Baptist
Church, Fairview, who are
working today through Maj|
7 at First Church of Barros
Filho in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, holding a revival for
new work. Among team
members are Dianna
Hughes, TBC staff member
- and her husband, Harry.

29 — Pray for Mark Donnel
church growth ministries
team leader for Michigan
Baptists, as he works this
month in Associational
Training Schools.

30 — Pray for Hillcrest
Church in Kamloops, Britis
Columbia, Canada, as mem
bers seek a pastor. i

May 1 — Pray for Michigan =
Baptists — Jan Arble, Mari
lyn Hopkins, Dorothy Sam- §
ple, and Julie Scheving, wh i
are working April 21-May 2 |3
in Siberia.

May 2 — Pray for Darcia
Hoover, resource librarian ¢ |
the Canadian Convention 0 ||
Southern Baptists. f

——




God is providing Ten-
nessee Baptists with some
ncredible opportunities for
nissionary service. Through
yur partnerships in Rio de
Janeiro,
Jortugal, Nic-
aragua, Cana-
1a, Michigan,
ind in our
itate, Ten-
1esseans are |
naking an im- L
yact through
yur volunteer
nissions involvement.

In 1999 we saw over 2,000

SHARP

.erve internationally with
MB missionaries. Thou-
ands more served here at
rome and nationally.

As Tennessee Baptists we
1ave a unique opportunity to
erve as volunteer missionar-
es while at the same time
ducate our people about
wouthern Baptist Missions.
yur volunteers come back
ome seeing what the %oup-
‘rative Program has done
‘nd is doing, and seeing how
e mission offerings: Lottie
: ifm;:n, Annie Armstrong, and
‘he Golden State Missions
Ofering are making a differ-
nce.

Why not make your next
nission trip one that not
'nly shares the Good News
f Jesus, but also demon-
trates what God is doing
‘hrough a people called
southern Baptists.
- In Christ,

oy

nissionary volunteers go and .

To prepare missions teams

By Marcia Knox
For “The Macedonian Call”

“I found the Ministers of Missions
Conference to be thought provoking es-
pecially as it related to being more sen-
sitive to preparing teams for culture
shock,” according to a Tennessee Baptist
associate pastor.

Chuck Tanner, associate pastor/min-
ister of missions of Silverdale Baptist
Church, Chattanooga, was one of 50
Tennessee Baptists who learned how to

‘better prepare for an international mis-

sion trip when they previewed the new
IMB pilot program of the International

- Missions Training Institute during the

Tennessee Baptist Convention Minister
of Missions Conference March 29-31 at
First Baptist Church of Nashville.

“I also enjoyed meeting the other
ministers of missions since I had not
met any since assuming my new posil-
tion almost a year ago.”

Sponsored by the TBC Partner-
ship/Volunteer Missions Team and
staffed with trainers from the IMB, the
Ministers of Missions Conference
catered to the information needs of min-
isters of missions and missions coordi-
nators in churches across the state.

Training for the IMB were: Corella
Ricketson, Cross-Cultural Training Re-
sources associate director; Bill Cashion,
Volunteer Missions Department direc-
tor; and Tom Warrington, Volunteer
Missions Department, Spanish South
America and Middle America associate
director. Bill Morgan, IMB Public Rela-
tions vice president, spoke on Global
Priority Churches.

For culture shock

TBC speakers were: James Porch, ex-
ecutive director-treasurer; Tim Bearden,
Missions Awareness and Involvement
Group leader; and Terry Sharp, Partner-
ship/Volunteer Missions Team leader.

“The foundation in cross-cultural
training examines and calls for the par-
ticipant to examine their own culture to
learn while recognizing similarities and
differences in another culture along
with communication,” said Ricketson.

“The training is highly interactive
centered on biblical basis, missiological
issues, cross-cultural inventory, and
witnessing.” :

Ricketson led the conference partici-
pants in “hands-on” activities where key
issues of cross-cultural differences were
discussed. Case studies of true incidents
that occurred on mission trips were
passed out to three groups, and the
groups were asked to come up with
workable solutions.

“Most of the case
studies’ mistakes re-
sulted from commu-
nication breakdowns
on the field,” Ricket-
son noted. “You don’t
have to solely rely on
a missionary to learn
about the country
that you are going to
visit. Go to the coun-
try’s web sites. There
is a whole new world
of information online
that we can access.”

The TBC Partner-
ship/Volunteer Mis-
sions Team stands

¥ e ::qr.b;-pl.-

STEVE PEEK, left, of First Baptist Church, Concord, Knoxville,
visits with IMB trainers Bill Cashion and Corella Ricketson.

Ministers of missions gather for training

ready to assist volunteers with valuable
resource information online through the
TBC Web site at www.tnbaptist.org and
through the office, according to Sharp.

Another example of this information
online was presented at the conference,
which offered one of the first TBC Web
site Discussion Groups to participants
at the Minister of Missions Conference.

Through the TBC Web site conference
participants are able to enter an online
discussion group which will be moni-
tored by Sharp. This group operates an
interactive bulletin board that allows
registered Internet users to post mes-
sages on specified topics. Visitors to the
Discussion Group can participate in
multiple forums, which can be public or
private.

The Ministers of Missions forum is a
private, password-protected forum,
which was activated April 4. &
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Missions training institutes prepare participants

I1st Youth
International
Missions Training

~Institute
~ May 12-14
Tennessee Baptist Center,
'_ . _ BlﬂlfWOOd
Led by IMB Volunteer Missions
Staff and TBC Partnership/-
Volunteer Missions Staff
Fﬁ'lmanuhcm, please contact Vicki

Pearson ot (615) 371-7935 or vpear-
on@nbaptist.org as soon as possible.

By Marcia Knox
For “The Macedonian Call”

“I totally went into culture
shock, and I haven’t even left
for Brazil,” ac-
cording to a re-
cent partici-
pant to the
first Interna-
tional Missions
Training Insti-
tute, held £
March 31 - HUGHES
April 1 at the
TBC Baptist Center.

Dianna Hughes, TBC Mis-
sions Awareness and Involve-
ment’s Assistant to the Group
Leader, said that the role
playing at the Institute put
her on the spot where she for-
got her testimony, which she

has been revising for her up-
coming mission trip.

“The role playing scenario
was to make good use of our
time at the airport by witness-
ing to people that we didn’t
know,” noted Hughes. “I froze.
Being faced with the unexpect-
ed causes culture shock, and I
was taken out of my comfort
zone.”

Dealing with culture shock
was only one of the many is-
sues that occur with interna-
tional mission trips, which
around 70 Institute partici-
pants experienced. They also
dined on an international meal
from India where the food was
similar to creamed up spinach,
rice, and deep fried vegetables,
Hughes added.

The Institute specializes in

cross-cultural training where
participants are taught to be
sensitive to their own culture
while dealing with similarities
and differences in an interna-
tional culture. Communication
methods are also stressed.

Eight International Mis-
sions Training Institutes re-
main to be held this year at
the Tennessee Baptist Conven-
tion in Brentwood. The Insti-
tutes are designed to equip
mission volunteers for cross-
cultural ministry in strategic
locations throughout the
world.

The Institutes will be of-
fered May 6, June 3, July 8,
Aug. 5, Sept. 9, Oct. 7, Nov. 4,
and Dec. 2.

The Institutes will offer:
prayer, praise, music and tes-

timony; Biblical basis of mis-
sions, strategic utilization of
volunteers; international trav-
el tips, culture shock survival
guides; and sights, sounds and
foods of other countries. Other
highlights will be: how world-
view helps or hinders min-
istry; how to share your mis-
sions ministry experience; and
developing personal testi-
monies to share across cul-
tures.

To attend any of these In-
stitutes make reservations
two weeks prior to the meet-
ing of your choice. For infor-
mation contact Terry Sharp,
TBC Partnership/ Volunteer
Missions Team leader at 1-
800-558-2090 or 615-371-7935
or email tsharp@tnbap-
tist.org. W



By Lewis Thomas
For “The Macedonian Call”

The sky was fairly clear
from the plane March 4 as the
ocean gave way to the moun-
tainous terrain of northern
Nicaragua. My heart became
heavy as I thought of the peo-
ple.

Being there once before, I
knew that a tremendous pain
would grip my soul before leav-
ing once again on March 12
these precious people once
again. I told myself to focus on
the task at hand which was to
build shelter for families who
had lost everything during
Hurricane Mitch.

It was so good again to see
Art and Dottie Dennis, IMB
ISC missionaries and Ten-
nessee/Nicaragua Volunteer
coordinators, and Gus, our dri-
ver and interpreter.

Our team this trip was
much different than my last
Disaster Relief Response trip
to Nicaragua. First Baptist
Church of Pulaski has started
a Wednesday night Bible study
at Martin Methodist College in
Pulaski, and all but one of the
students came out of the Bible
Study for the trip.

The eight college students
from Martin Methodist College
were: Nathan Baker, member
of Temple Praise Baptist
Church, Pulaski; Michael
Clinger, member of Christ
Church, Nashville; Leah
Jones, Melissa McFarland,
Jacqueline Mwangi, Rick
Reynolds, Kamala Dale, and
Jessica McDougal, who all are
members of First Church of
Pulaski. Andrew Cook, a stu-
dent at Austin Peay State Uni-
versity, Clarksville, and a
member of Orlinda Baptist
Church, Springfield, also

Sullivan Association memb

For “The Macedonian Call”

A total of 11 Sullivan Bap-
tist Association Disaster Relief
Response volunteers recently
worked to rebuild three houses
in Somotillo, Nicaragua, to
help victims of Hurricane
Mitch.

Eight of the 11 volunteers
from Sullivan Association were
from Higher Ground Baptist
Church, Kingsport, two were
from Sullivan Baptist Church,
Kingsport, and one from First
Baptist Church, Kingsport.

Making up the team were:
Mike Hartgrove, David Mer-
rill, Steve Bradley, Harold
Nappier, Rod Pickwell, John
Douglas, Aaron Valentine,
Marion White, all of Higher
Ground Church; Dwight Smith
and Linton Kerr, Sullivan Bap-

From local Methodist college, other schools

Pulaski church leads students in Nicaragua

The Macedonian CCI”

joined the team. There were
two other adults, John Dale
and Thelma McDougal, both
members of First Church, Pu-
laski, and myself, minister of
students at the church. Only
two of the students had ever
been on a mission team.

I had presented the idea of a
mission trip to the Bible study
group. In talking with the TBC
Partnership/Volunteer Mis-
sions team, I found out about a
project, which had been can-
celled and was to be the same
week as Martin College’s
spring break. From then on it
became the Martin Methodist
College trip, and the college of-
ficials became excited.

As we drove Sunday after-
noon to our project sight in So-
motillo, Nicaragua we were in-
formed of the extreme heat
there. We would be the last
team to work in the area be-
cause March and April are
deadly months for the weak
and elderly in Somotillo. Tem-
peratures can rise to 115 plus
degrees, and many could not
escape the heat especially at
night. In spite of the heat, I
preached on Sunday night at
the First Baptist Church of So-
motillo where two people were
saved.

We would pray for God’s
protection and strength, and
he would graciously provide.
The Dennises took great care
of our team. Although unseen
adversities would come our
way, the Lord would be our
strength.

Our first obstacle was not
the heat, but a stomach virus
that we brought with us from
home. By Tuesday morning
two of our team members were
sick along with Dottie Dennis,
who we depended on for many
things.

tist Church, Kingsport, and
Tommy Holtzclaw, Sullivan
Association director of mis-
sions. :
The group worked with IMB
missionaries Keith Stamps
and Randy Pool and ICS Dis-
aster Relief volunteer coordi-
nators Art and Dorothy Dennis
to rebuild houses for hurricane
victims. '
While the Sullivan Associa-
tion was in Nicaragua, 76 pro-
fessions of faith were recorded
through the presentation of
the “Jesus” film.” Even though
this was a Disaster Relief proj-
ect, we expressed a desire to do
evangelism to the Dennises,”
said Holtzclaw. “We were a
part of the Jesus Film presen-
tation for two nights in So-

motillo, and we also gave out
200 Bibles.” m
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with children in Nicaragua

during the effort. Cook joined the team although he wasn'’t from the

same area in Tennessee. He
Church, Springfield.

By lunch two more of our
team members were not feel-
ing well. One person stayed be-
hind to tend the sick while
those who were able continued
to work building houses. That

night I could see the look of

concern etched in Art Dennis’
face. Those who got the virus
first were still very ill. In a
meeting Dennis and I decided
if the sick weren’t better by
morning, then we would trans-
port them back to Managua to
see a doctor.

We continued to pray. Many
prayer chains were started lit-
erally around the world, and
God’s power worked through
the prayer warriors. The fol-
lowing morning just as the
darkness gave way to the light
of day, the sickness lifted, and
all were much better.

Those who had been sick
fought their way back to the job
sight not willing to allow weak-
en bodies to stop them. We
built two concert houses from
the ground up and finished up
two other houses from their
foundations. While working on
the project, Pastor Diomidez of

b w - ""‘ &

WORKING IN NICARAGUA with Disaster Relief Response

is a member of Orlinda Baptist

the First Church of Somotillo
asked us to go to a remote area
that night. He wanted us to
share the Gospel in an area
around 30 miles from Somotillo
and near the coast.

First, I thought how much
more remote could we get. Sec-
ondly, there was concern about
our team’s health. We won-
dered if they needed more rest.
After a brief team meeting we
came to a unanimous decision
to go.

All but two of our team were
able to make the slow and
bumpy journey. We traveled
down roads meant only for
oxen and carts and finally ar-
rived at the middle of nowhere.

As young people played soc-
cer in a cow pasture we set up
a portable public announce-
ment system. Several adults
and children had soon gath-
ered. Pastor Diomidez told the
small crowd that he wanted to
start a Baptist church in the
farming community area. We
were the first Americans to be
seen by these people.

I thought what an area!
How do these people survive

‘Diomidez and his wife C'laudi?a;
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out here? We sang some songs,
and I was asked to preach a

‘very simple Gospel message,

As the sun was setting, some
18 adults and many children
had prayed to receive Christ
into their hearts. Diomidez
had his new church!

With only two more days to
work the team became more
intense about completing the
task at hand. The extreme
heat made the effort very diffi-
cult. Determined not to be
stopped by sickness or the un-
merciful temperatures, we

pressed on.

Many had become very close
to the nationals since they had
worked beside each other eyery
day, and hearts began to break |
as the final blocks were laid, |
The pace now slowed, and
hugs were traded and tears.
We will never forget them or
the experience of working in |

Nicaragua.

We shall always remember

and Luis Manuel, a young man |
who loved the Lord and will
lead the new church. Manuel is
one of 20 cell group leaders
from the First Church of So-
motillo. |

This story would not be|
complete without mentioning|
the children who met us with
smiles each day. You see we
learned of the “brown eyed!
syndrome,” and our hearts|
were changed forever. The|
children wanted nothing but
our love. As we walked alonga|
little hand would find its way

into our hands, and then an: §

other and another. Soon oui!
hands would be much too ful
to hold anymore little hands.

May God bless the childrer |
and the people of Nicaragua
and may a cool breeze blow it i
the town of Somotillo. H

i

ers build houses, witness in Ni

were, kneeling, from left to

F..

right, an inté

preter, Mike _Ha rtigrove, David Merrill, Steve Bradley, all from Higher Ground Baptist Church, Kingspo
Dottie Dennis, IMB ISC Nicaragua volunteer coordinator: standing, Harold Nappier, Rod Pickwell, Jol
Douglas, Aaron Valentine, all of Higher Ground Church; Dwight Smith, Sullivan Baptist Churc
Kingsport; Tommy Holtzclaw, Sullivan Association director of missions; Marion White, Higher Groul
Church; Art Dennis, IMB ISC Nicarag |
Kingsport.

ua volunteer coordinator; and Linton Kerr, Sullivan Baptist Cﬁﬁf ¢




by Marcia Knox

ur ““The Macedonian Call”

-A_-_-team of 34 medical volun-

sers from Brookwood Baptist
thurch in Birmingham, Alaba-
ja, including four Tennessee
\aptists, recently worked in
he Acri community in Rio de
" aneiro, Brazil, where they saw
ver 4,000 patients through a
‘ennessee Partnership/Volun-
zer project.
In addition to the medical
' olunteers, several IMB mis-
" ionaries including Sharon
airchild and her son David
airchild and dozens of Brazil-
n Baptist volunteers partici-
ated in the weeklong mission
roject.

Included in the Brookwood
vam were four Tennesseans:
reg Boston, a dentist from
parta; his daughter, Ashley
oston, a student at Carson-
ewman College, Jefferson
ity, both members of Gum
orings Baptist Church,
alling; Ashley Guider, an oc-
pational therapist from Har-
‘man; and her fiancé Rob Nel-
n, an occupational therapist
»m Chattanooga, both mem-
rs of Central Baptist Church,
Xson.

“This was my, first mission
p,” said Greg Boston. “I don’t
ow how anyone can go on a
ssion trip without it being a
e-changing experience.
‘'ookwood Church was well

- rm = e SE A - —

s Marcla Knox
p"The Macedonian Call”

A tntal of four Tennessee
ptist Churches and one as-
ciation have committed to
Ip start new churches in Rio
Janeiro, Brazil, during the
'xt three years, according to
rtnership/Volunteer Mis-
ms team leader Terry Sharp.
The pastors of the four
'urches and a director of mis-
s traveled to Brazil Feb.
-24 to visit the mother
urches in Rio de Janeiro
1ere the new missions will be
arted. :

Tba pastors and the Law-
B nce County director of mis-
8. met with four Rio de
;' mﬂther churches and

tb bring several mis-

‘teams this year to estab-
he new churches.
ompanying Sharp and

Yorch, TBC executive

ctor-treasurer, were: Clark
‘own, pastor of Bethel Bap-
it Ehsmh Greenfield; John
bright, pastor of Faith Bap-
it @umh, Loretto; Jeff Wal-

, pastor of Smyrna Baptist
1“@, Chapel Hill; Larry Ri-
¥, minister of missions at

aptist Church, Clarks-

The Macedonian Call

prepared for the mission and so
were the IMB missionaries
when we arrived in Rio de
Janeiro.”

“‘Ron and I were definitely
blessed by the missions trip,”
said- Guider, who have plans to
marry. “It’s wonderful to go on
a medical missions trip.”

“When we found out that the
Brookwood Church trip was
cancelled to Venezuela, all it
took was one call to the TBC
Partnership/Volunteer Mission
Team and we were on our way
to Rio de Janeiro,” said Greg
Boston.

According to Brookwood
Church minister of education
Steve Danzey, the medical
team had originally planned to
go to a mission site in Mara-
caibo, Venezuela. However,
changes in Venezuela govern-
ment procedures prevented the
team from getting the needed
approval at that time. The
Brookwood medical team found
out about Tennessee’s Rio de
Janeiro medical projects
through Dewey Dunn, Nash-
ville physician and member of
Woodmont Baptist Church,
Nashville.

“Each patient who was ex-
amined in medical, dental, and
eye clinics were interviewed at
registration to determine if they
were a believer,” said Mike
Drummond, Brookwood Church
team leader and Birmingham
physician. “They were also in-

ville; and Larry Smart, direc-
tor of missions for Lawrence
County Baptist Association.

“Bethel Church will be
starting a new mission of
Ebenezer Baptist Church,
which is located in the
Jacarepagua Association in Rio
de Janeiro,” said Brown. “We
are looking at a new area for
the mission and are committed
to building a chapel.

“We are awaiting project
dates and the name of the
church for the new chapel. We
will send one construction
team of 10 people and an evan-
gelism team of five.

“Our recent trip was the
first time a Rio de Janeiro
project was used to start new
works and gathering informa-
tion. We were able to preach in
the host churches, and some
churches saw several people
saved.”

Faith Baptist Church in
Loretto has teamed up with
the Lawrence County Baptist
Association to do four possible
projects, said Albright. “We are
also looking to team up with
another Tennessee associa-
tion.”

Faith Church and Lawrence
County Association will be
starting a new mission for En-

vited to sign-up for an E==
in-home Bible study. A
surprisingly high per-
centage of patients were
interested in Bible
study especially among
the nonbelievers.”

“The First Baptist
Church of Acri in Rio de
Janeiro where we
worked is committed to
an organized follow-up
of these patients with
discipleship. Several of
our workers saw non-
believers come to know
the Lord and His King-
dom for the first time.
One family of 11 re-
ceived Christ through-
out the week.”

Carolyn Josey, a member of
Brookwood Church, help fit
glasses for three small children,
who were the same ages of her
grandchildren. The Brazilian
children could see perfectly for
the first time in their lives.
This experience of helping chil-
dren to see was worth the
whole trip for Josey.

Some of the Brazilians
stayed in line over night to get
the opportunity to see the med-
ical team. For the volunteers it
was a very humbling experi-
ence to hear these people ex-
press their need and their grat-
itude, according to Drummond.

It is also a learning experi-
ence for the volunteers to see
the structure of the Carioca

Birmingham health care team draws Tennesseans

Baptist Association’s ministry
in this area. Simultaneously
with the medical team, the as-
sociation had gn ongoing evan-
gelism ministry, a discipleship
ministry, clothing ministry,
sports ministry, drug recovery,
street children recovery team,
prostitution recovery team, el-
derly ministry, and huge job re-
training ministry.

“It is truly the New Testa-
ment church living its mission
and we are only a small part, ”
sald Drummond. “We have a lot
to learn.”

“We saw dire medical and
social needs, but also experi-
enced the joy of helping to re-
lieve some of that suffering. We
even saw a man with leprosy

MEMBERS OF a fact finding team were, from left, Larry Smart,
Lawrence County Baptist Association; James Porch, TBC; Larry Ri-
ley, First Baptist Church, Clarksville; Jeff Walters, Smyrna Baptist
Church, Chapel Hill; and Terry Sharp, TBC.

genho Novo Baptist Church in
the Campinho area. Plans call
for the teams to go to Rio de
Janeiro either in June/July or
September/October.

“Currently there is no meet-
ing place for the new mission
and families will come from out-
side the area to start the new
work,” said Albright. “There is
very little evangelical work in
the area, which is a highly pop-
ulated area. The church and the
association are very excited to
be involved in this project.

“At Smyna Baptist Church,
we are planning to help estab-

* lish a mission church of First

Baptist Church of Barros Fil-

ho,” said Walters. “The new
mission is in the area of Hono-
rio Gurgel where we plan to
send construction, outreach,
youth, prayerwalking, and dis-
cipleship teams within the
next three years.

“Our first mission trip 1s
planned for Aug. 28 — Sept. 5
where we will prayerwalk the
Honorio Gurgel area and lead
an Experiencing God weekend
for the mother church and the
new work.”

“The First Baptist- Church
of Clarksville will send 30 vol-
unteers July 23 — Aug. 1 to do
general evangelism for the new
church start of First Baptist

HEALTH CARE workers wait on the steps of First Baptist Church, Acri, Rio,
as patients arrive for treatment.

receive treatment for the first
time. This favela now has an
eternal hope.”

The Tennessee Volunteer/
Missions Team receives fre-
quent calls from pastors, youth
ministers, and other out-of-
state church staff, whose mis-
sion plans fall amiss. The Ten-
nessee Team is well known as a
Total Missions Resource Center
for its numerous partnership
projects, dependability, and
proven track record.

For information on mission
projects in Tennessee, national-
ly, and internationally, contact

the TBC Partnership/Volunteer
missions team at 1-800-558-

2090 or (615) 371-7935 or email
tsharp@tnbaptist.org. ®

ennessee-churches link up with beglnnmg Rio congrehons

JEFF WALTERS makes a new
friend of the son of a pastor in
Rio.

- Church of Governors Island in

Zumbi,” said Riley. “The
Cacuia Mission will be helped
with medical, evangelism, and
home repair construction
teams during 2001, and in
2002 additional medical, evan-
gelism, and church construc-
tion teams will be needed.”

Churches that would like to
link-up with churches in part-
nership countries may contact,
the TBC Partnership/Volunteer
Missions Team at 1-800-558-
2090, 615-371-7935, or email
Terry Sharp, Partnership/Vol-
unteer Missions Team leader
at tsharp@tnbaptist.org. ®




Place Project ID Work Dates Volunteers Tennessee Projects

Needed ® Benton — Kitchen/Dining Hall Supervisor to coordinate an
plan menus. Purchase food, oversee kitchen staff and hel o
Portugal Projects with other ministries. May 15-Aug 15
: Kitchen/Dining Hall Staff to work with kitchen supemsur
- 4
_ Central/West PM12000112 Street evangelism through art. July 15-29 and staff in meal preparation, set-up, serving, cleaning of
Three Key Cities PM12000100 Black Gospel choir to tour three cities for open open kitchen and dining hall. May 15-Aug 15 -
church planting. General Maintenance — Light maintenance, lawn care, main-
Lisbon PM12000111  Paint and lay tile in new church. open 5 iasm equipment and help with other ministries. May 15-Aue
Northern Region PM12000102 Prayerwalk teams to pray for 'ﬂPEﬂ 6 or less Camp Nurse — Serve as nurse for summer camps, mission
northern Portugal. ; groups and retreats. Maintain medical supplies, handle med-
. . . . | ication for campers. May 15-Aug 15. Contact: Debbie Brnck,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Projects | | Camp Agape, 423-338-4153,
Rio de Janeiro PM42000932 Construct chapel for Carioca - .Oct.7-22 25 ® Chattanooga — Teams of 12-50 to roof and paint inner city
Baptist Camp. widows homes with optional afternoon and evening min-
Rio de Janeiro PM42000936 Construct chapel for the Missao open 20 istries. ;
Batista Bandeirantes. June 25-July 1 July 2-8 July 9-15
: Hamilton C Baptist Association
Rio de Janeiro PM42000937 Construct chapel for the Araujo Mission open - 20 fg;lgl t;;: 38 .;’;;1 Braley e A
Rio de Janeiro PM42000960 Instrumental performers to present concerts. July 5-17 5) # Columbia — Teams to do new church construction startmg
Rio de Janeiro PM42000956 Choir/large ensemble to perfnrm open _ open in April. Contact: Fred Hawkins, 931-388-5267.

# Elizabethton — Teams of 12-16 to do daycamps in the morn

th hout Ri
roughout hio. ing and BYBC in the evenings with local churches.

Rio de Janeiro PM42000920 Cnntempurgry Christian band' open open June 11-17 July 9-15 June 18-94
to perform in a variety of locations. July 16-22 June 95 - Julyl  July 28:9
Rio de Janeiro PM42000921 Bluegrass/Country band to perform open 8 July 2-8 July 30- Aug 5
in variety of locations Teams of 10-20 to do BYBC at local state park during the day
Rio de Janeiro PM42000945 Conduct medical clinics. * open 15 and home improvements in the evenings. Project open for
Rio de Janeiro PM42000944 Conduct medical clinics. open 15 e

Teams of 2-20 to do home repairs for the elder]y, disabled,

Rio de Janeiro PM42000942 Conduct medical clinics. - | open =l and single-parent families. Project open for summer. Cun_ts_x_ct'
Becky Brumitt, Hale Community Ministries, 423-547-2560.

Rio de Janeiro PM42000941 Conduct medical clinics. open 15 & Glossin - Toams toFuild new dhincigamatiarson I
Rio de Janeiro PM42000957 Conduct medical clinics. open 20 duct BYBC. Contact: Jerry Esch, 901-648-0408. -
Rio de Janeiro PM42000943 Conduct medical clinics. open 15 #® Franklin — Teams to do new church construction in June.
. - . LA x S 10 Contact: George Temple, 615-790-8515.
Rio de Janeiro PM42000966 Conduct medical clinics. ug. 31-Sept. 9 @ Hartimsn — Teams to do BYBC? aport elinics;.and Bl il Hﬁl
Rio de Janeiro PM42000940 Conduct medical clinics. Aug. 31-Sept. 9 30 ties in multi-housing areas. _
Rio de Janeiro ~ PM42000931  Conduct new church start — evangelism, open 12 June 5-9 July 10-14 June 12-16
witnessing, revivals and discipleship. July 17-21 June 26-30  July 24-28
: ] -882-6446.
Rio de Janeiro ~ PM42000955  Teams to do simultaneous revivals — Sept. 17-26 45 Lontackaanca g Sob-thaa s

® Humbolt — Brick layers to build new church sanctuary in"

S¥ange i, WANESSIIE. May. Contact: Charlotte Cole, Smyrna Baptist Church, Hu,m

_ : _ . ‘ ¢J acksan — Teams of 10-40 to repair, paint and roof elderly
Calvary, AB 00M1DO003 Build and install cabinets in new church May 3-5 and needy homes and assist small churches with BYBCin
Ottawa, OT 00ONTO002 Teams to help rebuild church gutted by fire.  open open low-income housing communities. : ”
: o . June 4-9 July 9-14 June 11-16 |
Prince Albert, SK 99NOR044 Evangelistic team to reach the Indian people. open 1-2 July 16-21 - Fiiigion July 2328
Halifax, NS 99ATLOO7 Orchestra team to perform at waterfront. = July 21-31 15-30 June 25-30 '
Fairview, AB 99MID036 Conduct evangelistic services July 8-17 6 Contact: Amy Brady, Madison-Chester and Crockett Baptist
and survey community. Association, 901-668-5690. -
St. Albert, AB  00MID001 Conduct evangelistic services July 30-Aug. 6 5-10 @ Jeflerson City — Teamsof 10-15 per team to remorl Gl
ani survey'eomintniy | income _hnmes and conduct BYBC in low-income housing an
: Boys/Girls Club.
Halifax, NS 99ATLO010 Conduct revival, drama presentations. Oct. 19-23 2 June 4-9 July 9-14 June 13.23
Penticton, BC 00ALPO002 Conduct evangelistic outreach in June-August open July 1_6'21 July 25-30 July 23-28
different communities. | : July 2-7 July 30 - Aug. 4
Victoria, BC 00CAPO0O1 Conduct sports camp and youth July 9-15 5-12 ggﬁa ct:Shannon Washam, Appalachian Outreach S28 |
outreach programs. . |
~ @ Johnson City — Teams of 6-10 to do BYBC for preschool
Salmon Arm, BC 00ALP001 Conduct sports clinic and leadership Aug. 26-Sept. 2  4-10 children.
training for adults. : June 4-9 July 9-14 June 11-16 |
Saskatchewan 00NOR002 Conduct children and youth VBS programs.  May 21-27 5-10 July 16-21 June 18-23 July 23-28
Mississauga, OT 990NT002 Conduct BYBC and do literature distribution. June 2-16 5-10 dune co 2l
) ‘ : _ Contact: Ginger Dalton, Holston Baptist Association, 423-9 |
Salmon Arm, BC 00ALP003 Conduct BYBC in mornings and evenings. July 9-15 8-10 11986. ,
Ontario 00ONTO001 Conduct VBS and campground ministries. July 29-Aug. 7 8-15 # Millington — Teams to construct interior of a 16,000 sq. ft
AT : family life center in May. Also need painting and suspende!
Mlchlgan PI‘O_]eCtS 1 - ceiling crew to start in July-September. Contact: Mike Owe
Midland B-2 Conduct BYBC. June 17-23 open Big Hatchie Baptist Association, 901-835-2143. |
Brighton H-1 Conduct BYBC, sports clinics, choir concerts  July 22-29 10-20 ¢ Memphis — A team of 6-10 to conduct BYBC in single-par
and drama. 1 ent housing area for June 17-24. Contact: Roger Hagan, J
_ _ Audubon Park Baptist Church, 901-324-5541. {
Detroit GD-2B Team needed to repair/remodel classrooms  June 25-July 1 open @ Memphis — Teams to do BYBC and church construction
and church offices. ' | from March 1999 to August 2000. Contact: Tim Cox, 90123
Woodhaven GD-1A Do first rough in for church addition. July 2-8 open 7477 &ge
) . R s @ Nashville — Teams of 15 to repair elderly and disabled
Woodhaven GD-1B Electrical/plumbing for church additions. July 9-15 open denits homes. Volunteers work year round, Contact: Paul
Portage SC-1B Teams to do VBS and work with youth. July 9-15 open ris, 615-776-2266.
Portage SC-1A Teams to install roof. July 9-15 open ® Nashville — Teams in May to do masonry and electrmﬂj
work on existing church building. Contact: George me&
Woodhaven GD-1C Drywall/painting for church addition. July 16-22 open 615-793-5402.

For more information about the above projects, call Tennessee Baptist Convention Partnersh:prqunteer Missions Team at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371 #

i
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s Ridgeview Baptist
urch, Knoxville, will hold
rival April 30 — May 3.
gers Hobbs of Scottsboro,
., will speak beginning Sun-
s evening. For more infor-
‘tion, call the church at
5) 688-8822.

m For the third year, an

sawide Crusade for students
' the Union County school
item will be held May 8-12
m 9:30-11 a.m. and at 7:30
L 1. It will be held in Wilson
~k near Union County High
vool, Maynardville. Students
end the crusade on released
ie with permission of par-
8. Crusade organizers also
tribute Bibles to students.
- more information, contact
ncy Dalton at (423) 974-
31 or Gary Beeler, pastor,
irview Baptist Church,
ttrell, (865) 922-4614.

m To observe Black History

nth, Temple Baptist
urch, Paris, participated
an interracial service with
. Zion Baptist Church.

B Ridgeview Baptist
aurch, Church Hill, will
've with other Baptists in
lize in July. They will con-
et street evangelism, lead

:door rallies with the “Je-
” film, lead Vacation Bible

ISIC MINISTER: Maplewood
stist Church is seeking a part-
‘& minister of music. Please call
gend resume to Maplewood
ptist Church, 812 Tiny Town
., Clarksville, TN 37043, (931)
1-4378.

* ®* =®

WWTH MINISTER: Maplewood
ptist Church is seeking a part-
- @ youth minister. Please call or
1d resume to Maplewood Bap-
. Church, 812 Tiny Town Rd.,
wrksville, TN 37042, (931) 431-
78.
)SITIONS: Resumes for two
\ff positions are being sought:
sociate pastor of worship and
nistry (a combination of minis-
" of music and pastoral care)
d associate pastor of youth (a
rt-time minister to youth). Re-
mes should be sent to Search
ymmittee, 6513 Chapman Hwy:,
1oxville, TN 37920.
* &* *®
USIC MINISTER: Hickory Hol-
w Baptist Church, Antioch,
@ *nn., is accepting resumes for
¥ vocational minister of music.
2nd resume to 419 Randall Ln.,
1Vergne, TN 37086-4211.
® ® &
IRECTOR OF MISSIONS: Mus-
@ Shoals Baptist Association is
| >cepting resumes from May 1
| ntil May 31. Send resume to
I ev. Steve Agee, 2412 County
| d.317, Moulton, AL 35650.

f

FRANCES HILL, left, secretary at Parkview Baptist Church, Lewis-
burg, recently was recognized at the Tennessee Baptist Convention
Secretaries Conference for 49 years of ministry as a church secre-
tary. She received her plaque from Sarah Farmer of Johnson City,

conference president.

School, conduct health care
work, and do construction
work.

B First Baptist Church,

Jacksboro, will hold revival
April 30 — May 3. Bob Brown-
ing, pastor, Smoke Rise Bap-
tist Church, Stone Mountain,
Ga., will speak. Bill Adcock,
minister of music, First Bap-
tist Church, Somerset, Ky.,
will lead the music.

# Tulip Grove Baptist

Church, Old Hickory, will
hold a special 25th anniversa-
ry service on Sunday, May 21,
at 10:30 a.m. The guest speak-

POSITION

Fund Raising/Marketing Position for
large and growing urban Christian
youth ministry. Necessary compen-
tencies: excellent verbal and writing
skills, grant writing, event manage-
ment, computers. Minimum qualifi-
cations: College degree, field expe-
rience, strong organizer. Salary
commersate with competencies;
excellent benefits. Resume only to
Emerald Youth Foundation, 1718
N. Central, Knoxville, TN 37917.

er will be Joe Stacker, pastor
of Belmont Heights Baptist
Church, who formerly served
as an interim pastor at Tulip
Grove.

m Idlewild Baptist

Church, Idlewild, will hold
revival services May 7-10 with
guest evangelist John Adams.

m Missions Skills School
will be May 5-6 at LindenVal-
ley Baptist Conference Center,
Linden. The school, sponsored
by the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention, will offer 21 training
sessions in areas ranging from
multi-housing ministries, cre-
ativity in missions, witnessing
construction, prayerwalking,

/) Manufacturers Baptistrias
Lights e
TOLLFREE Frameaal
1-800-446-7400 r

FAX: 804-822-2210 =
L\ P.O. BOX 2250 e Danville, Virginia 24541

BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES —1_1
eaplas
»)

“Relax with a good look.”
sdampsonresources.com

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

“Raised Roof” Vans in Stock (No CDL)

®Center Aisle

il i ' g "

2000 Model: $34,000 (New)
1999 Model: $29,900 (Low Miles)
1998 Model: $28,500 (Low Miles)

800-370-6180

www.carpenterbus.com

@®Low First Step
®2/1 Seating

® @Bucket Seats
mm ®More Headroom
- @15 Passengers

8.

?a 2
%5

Men’s Ministries, Royal Am-
bassador and Challenger Lead-
ers, and Disaster Relief. For
more information, contact Car-
ol Davidson of the TBC at 1-
800-558-2090 ext. 2025, or
(615) 371-2025.

m Pete Pollard, minister

of single adults, Southeast
Baptist Church, Murfreesboro,
has been called as pastor of
singles and adult education,
Capital Baptist Church, An-
nondale, Va. He served the
church for two years. He will
be ordained to the ministry at
Hermitage Hills Baptist
Church, Nashville, May 7.

B Lincoln Park Baptist

Church, Knoxville, has called
Keith Walker as pastor, effec-
tive May 21. The Knoxville na-
tive is coming to the pastorate
from Eagles Landing First
Baptist Church, McDonough,
Ga., where he was serving as
minister of education and
evangelism. Walker is a gradu-
ate of East Tennessee State
University, Johnson City, and
Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary, Fort Worth,
Texas.

m Maplewood Baptist
Church, Paris, named its
church library after Marie
Bevill to honor her for start-
ing it.

m Blue Springs Baptist
Church, Rutledge, called Mar-
ty Shelton recently as stu-
dent/administrator minister.

m Henards Chapel Baptist

Church, Rogersville, has called
Joe Frazier as pastor, effec-
tive April 9. He was pastor of
Fairview Baptist Church, Mo-
hawk. Don Mitchell, retired
from Carson-Newman College,
Jefferson City, was interim
pastor for 15 months. He is

Deer Lake
Retirement
Community

A great place to live!

Now available — one-
and two-bedroom units

Call today!
(615) 646-3882

368 Deer Lake Drive,
Nashville, TN 37221
(located at Hwy 70 S and
Hicks Road in Bellevue)

A ministry of Tennessee
Baptist Adult Homes, Inc.

available for part-time church
work. Mitchell can be reached
at (865) 475-5240.

m Liberty Baptist Church,
Wartburg, has called Michael
T. Justus as pastor. He was
pastor of Alder Branch Baptist

Church, Severville, and a
church in Madison, Mo.

B Everette M. Sherwood

of Lenoir City, pastor of sever-
al East Tennessee Baptist
churches for a total of more
than 60 years, died recently.
He wrote the book, Beyond the
Gold, about his ministry. Sher-
wood also was a musician who
wrote several songs and sang.

Fowler to retire
as DOM in July

For Baptist and Reflector

ATHENS — Roy A. Fowler,
director of missions in McMinn-

Meigs Baptist Association based
here since 1991, will retire July
1 after 48 years in the ministry.

The Georgia .
native and his
wife, Pat,
served for 13
years as
Southern Bap-
tist missionar-
1es in Brazil.

Prior to be-
coming direc-
tor of missions
in McMinn-Meigs, Fowler was
pastor of First Baptist Church,
Mountain Home, Ark. He also
has served churches in Ken-
tucky and Illinois.

The Fowlers plan to reside in
Athens. They have six children
and 11 grandchildren.

FOWLER

WHY PAY MORE FOR

LIFE INSURANCE

Very low monthly cost
Female, Nontobacco, Select Class 1

Age  $100,000 $250,000
40 9.45 17.06
55 18.99 40.91
70 52.59 124.91

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPIER

Knoxville, 1-800-274-0776
Baptist & Reflector advertiser since 1989

LTG-2000 10 (policy form nos. BO-RCT 790, 80-RCTS00D,
HCT98D, RCTGY7D (CA & NJ) is a term ke insurance pol
icy with guaranteed level premiums lor 10 years. (Not ali
lorms are available in all slates.) IBustraled monthly proms-
ums shown are for lemale, nonlobacco, selecl class 1. it is
issued by The Old Line Life Insurance Company ol Amer
ca, Milwaukee, W). Premiums increase al the end of tha
guaraniead lamn i policy is renewed. Premiums for olher
rale ciasses, age. and payment plans are available upon
requesl Death benall remains level and & payable in lump
sum, of installments, H 5o elecled. The Insurance company
may conlas! he policy lor two years rom dale of polcy s
sue lor malerial mistalements or omessions on the applica-
tion. Dwath banefil payable from any cause, excepl sucide
within firs! two policy years. In Iha svenl of suicids in tha
first two years, policy banafil is Brniled 10 raturm of premium
pard. Mol avaliable in all states

'April 26,2000/ BGR




SBC, Texas Baptist leaders meet behind

By Marv Knox
For Associated Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — Key
leaders of the Southern Baptist
Convention and Baptist General
Convention of Texas met April 6
here on the campus of South-
western Baptist Theological
Seminary.

But, according to an agree-
ment reached by all the partici-
pants, they’re saying very little
about their discussions.

The only official word about
the meeting is a brief statement
released by Southwestern Semi-
nary President Ken Hemphill
and affirmed by BGCT Execu-
tive Director Charles Wade.

It states: “Participants said
the informal luncheon was a
friendly and helpful conversa-
tion concerning ways the con-
ventions can continue to work
together in Kingdom causes.
While acknowledging that there
are concerns which continue to
be studied, participants said it
was the sort of conversation that
can lead to a new level of trust
and partnership.”

Relationships between the
Texas convention and the SBC

ﬁ for Free
BROCHURE

BAPTISTRIES \

HEATERS, PUMPS

FACTORY DIRECT

TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE
1-800-251-0679

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.

Qﬁ HIXSON PIKE « CHATTANOOGA, TN :m1y

have been strained in recent
years.

The Fort Worth meeting appar-
ently was prompted by SBC lead-
ers, who learned Wade was sched-
uled to preach in the seminary’s
chapel service that morning.

Hemphill reportedly asked
Wade to meet with a group rep-
resenting SBC concerns. The
size of the meeting grew steadi-
ly, with participants added to
the group up until late the night
before the meeting.

In addition to Hemphill, SBC
representatives included Morris
Chapman, president of the SBC
Executive Committee; Jimmy
Draper, president of LifeWay
Christian Resources; Jack Gra-
ham, pastor of Prestonwood
Baptist Church in Plano and a
member of the Executive Com-
mittee; O.S. Hawkins, president
of the Annuity Board; Don
Kammerdiener, executive vice
president of the International
Mission Board; Albert Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and
Randy Singer, executive vice
president of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board.

In addition to Wade, BGCT

Groups — Call Keller's Country
Dorm Resort, Eureka Springs, Ark,
for excellent seats at The Great
Passion Play, plus lodging, recre-
ation, and meals. All for just $36
each. Details: 1-800-859-8952.

DIABETICS

With Medicare and Insurance.
Save Money on Diabetic Supplies.
For More Info Call:

1-800-337-4144

Thursday, May 18
2000

8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m.

o Geive Mook

Leadership for the Third Millennium

"The Future of College Ministry"

Cumberland Baptist Church
5600 Western Avenue - Knoxville, TN

Directions: From I-640 exit onto Western Avenue going
West. Go 1 1/2 miles and the church is on the left.

A forum featuring Mike Woodruff, di-
rector of the Ivy Jungle Network and creator
of the Ivy Jungle Report. Topics covered:
Our World of Chaos and Change; Campus
Ministry - Past and Present; The Future of
Higher Education; and A Look at
Tomorrow's College Student Today.

Register through Tennessee Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship and pay $10.00 for

Mike Woodruff

a forum notebook and lunch.

Make reservations before Friday, May 12.
Call 1-888-661-8223 or register online at www.tncbf.org.

Workshop sponsored by the Tennessee Cooperative Bapfist Fellowship,
Dr. Ircel Harrison, Coordinator.

representatives included Jim
Denison, chairman of a BGCT
committee studying missions-
sending agencies and pastor of
Park Cities Baptist Church in
Dallas; Clyde Glazener, BGCT
president and pastor of Gam-
brell Street Baptist Church in
Fort Worth; Dick Maples, associ-
ate executive director; Bernie
Spooner, director of the Bible
study/discipleship division; and
Phil Strickland, director of the
Christian Life Commission.
Participants generally char-
acterized the meeting as cordial,
with some conciliatory state-
ments expressed. “It was a good
meeting,” said Draper, who was
a longtime Texas Baptist pastor
before he took the helm of Life-

closed doors

Way in Nashville. “Any time we
can communicate and talk to-
gether, that’s good.

“The meeting was polite.
There was not any hostility or
anger. We were able to surface
some things that will give us a
foundation for discussion in the

future.”

Wade affirmed the BGCT’s
intention to work with groups,
such as the SBC, that will recip-
rocate goodwill, Draper added,
expressing a hope for future co-
operation built on relationships.

“There was a time when
everybody trusted everybody,”
Draper noted. “Unfortunately,
were in a time when there’s lit-
tle trust. Building relationships
is how you restore trust.” B

Church Buses

Largest Eldorado Dealer
in the Southeast

Check our Low Prices

1-800-423-9826 or
1-800-795-6682

Southeastern Bus Co.

“Over 15 Years in Business”

Clinton, MS * New Orleans, LA * Atlanta, GA

Education ministers:

Dean Dennis Williams

Southern Seminary has a
professional doctorate for you!

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary is now offering the
Doctor of Educational Ministry (D.Ed.Min.) degree. Ministers who
have earned the M.R.E. or the M.A. in Christian Education and

want to earn a pmfessiﬂnﬁl doctorate can begin this summer through
Southern's School of Christian Education and Leadership.

FEATURES

e Convenient: Seminars meet

mind

Applications for the Summer 2000
class are being accepted now!

only twice a year (June and January)

* Ministry-oriented: Applied ministry
experiences follow each seminar

e Practical: Four year degree program

is designed with full-time minstry in

* Relevant: Four functional majors are
available in: Discipleship and Educa-
tional Ministry, Church Leadership,
Evangelism and Church Growth, and
Missions Administration

For additional information call toll free 1 800 728-7044
or check-out the D.Ed.Min. at: http://celead.sbts.edu.

LJl The Southern Baptist
= Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road * Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 728-7044 °

Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu

Riley.

CLASSIFIED

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Growi
evangelistic church is seekin
creative minister of music to le ™
100+ choir, praise and worsk
graded choir program, audio/vi:®
al ministry, and dramatic prod |
tions. For more information, se
resume to Search Committ
P.O. Box 15148 Greenville,
29610.

* W L

MUSIC MINISTER: Bakers Gr
Baptist Church is seeking p:
time music minister, Her
tage/Mt. Juliet area. Send resu
to Bakers Grove Baptist Chul |
3562 Earhart Rd., Mt. Juliet,
37122 or call (615) 883-5039.
YOUTH/CHILDREN: Part-ti
minister of youth/children neec
Contact Pleasant Hill Bap
Church, Martin, Tenn., (901) £
5939. :
YOUTH MINISTER: Part-t
staff position is available at B
ton Baptist Church, Ringgold,
Church is located off I-75 St
approximately 8 miles from C |
tanooga. Interested youth m
ters mail your resume to Y
Minister Search Committee, 4
Boynton Dr., Ringgold, GA 3(
or fax (706) 861-7234.

MUSIC MINISTER: First Ba
Church, Mt. Zion, I, is seeki
full-time music minister. Ple|
send resume to FBC, P.O.
137, Mt. Zion, IL 62549, /
Scott Doughty.

® * & I

DAY CARE DIRECTOR: Ir*
wood Baptist Church, Nash &
Tenn., is accepting applical 8
for director for their (&
care/kindergarten program. : &
resumes to Inglewood Ba &
Church, 3901 Gallatin Rd., M*
ville, TN 37216, Attn. Rev. @8

* * &

MINISTER: First Baptist Ch &
Monroe, NC, is seeking a s &
minister to lead a dually-ali &
SBC/CBF fellowship. The ct i
is a mission-minded, commi ¥
oriented congregation whic %
firms autonomy, corporate ¥
ship, stewardship, service. '@
eccumenical activities as c=
to the life of a New Testa
church. The church is a prc =
sive, multi-staffed, and grc %
fellowship with 600+ res
members. Send resume 10 &
Baptist Church, P.O. Box &
Monroe, NC 28111.

YOUTH MINISTER: First B
Church of Sunbright, Ten &=
seeking a bivocational yout i
ister. Please send resur &
FBC, Search Committee,
Box 237, Sunbright, TN 37¢
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Focal Passage: I Samuel 16:1, 6-13
he bxt in I Samuel 16 facilitates a richer un-
| ng of service as part of God’s mission for
shurch. Willingness is the key to God’s anoint-

| or service. David is depicted as a man after the
' heart of God (I Samuel 13:14) who, in Hebrew

yry, is the most celebrated Judean king. One af-
he heart of God is attuned to his voice and is
‘rmined to respond affirmatively whenever he
ks, How can believers best serve God? The text
Samuel 16 explores some answers to that ques-

«od has a plan for every believer’s life (v.
¢ is important to keep the context in view. One
have a better grasp of these Scriptures if chap-

1-15 are read along with chapter 16. The
het Samuel observed the potential in Saul to
e the Lord as king. Saul did serve with what
18 to be a willingness; yet, he failed to “obey”
Lord’s commands which resulted in the Lord’s
tion of Saul for another. Samuel grieves over
’s failure. The text indicates that Samuel was
ffixed in grief that the Lord tells him he has to
»n with his life. In contrast to Saul, Samuel is

dent to the Lord’s instruction and does get on

. life by going te the house of Jesse in Bethle-

. There the Lord “has provided for himself” a
| from among the sons of Jesse. God continues

rovide for himself individuals who will serve
He creates a plan for each of his children

d on their abilities.

’s what’s on the inside that really counts

-6-7). If there is a text that challenges the secu-
pproach to securing persons for service, it is in
-2 verses. The world judges on the basis of out-
| appearance while the Lord appraises on the

§5‘uf inward appearance. God instructs Samuel

& go of himself and trust him. How easy it is to
‘into the trap of failing to grasp a person’s sub-
‘ce. This is not to say that awe-inspiring, hand-

2, and beautiful people have no depth in charac-
It 1s to say that God looks at people differently

+ humans do. He always looks at one’s heart be-
ie when all is said and done, it really is what’s

he inside that counts. Believers are to continu-
ask what their hearts are like. “What does God
when he looks into my heart?”

te devoted to your current labor (vv. 8-12).
h of Jesse’s seven sons are brought to Samuel,
none of them is the Lord’s choice. One readily
arves Samuel’s diligence in “letting go” and
iting the Lord to guide him, not allowing the
~vard manifestations of each to influence him.
auel asks Jesse if there are other sons. He

lie§ there is one — the youngest, perhaps the
-llT&Et, who is in the fields tending the sheep. The

. does not indicate why David was not invited to
Bh?&amuﬁl as his older brothers did. Whatever
reason, David is in the fields caring for the
ep. The Lord recognizes a devotion in David to
current work. His heart reveals a pastoral qual-

of devotion. God looks for persons who are faith-.

y devoted to a cause. As believers serve, they
to do so with utter allegiance to the task to
ich they have been called with a willingness to
:age another assignment if so led by the Lord.
God will empower willing servants (v. 13).
er snmuel anoints David with oil, symbolic of
ﬁ;ﬂ on his choice, the Holy Spirit comes

Ultimate solution

By Joe Sorah

Focal Passage: I Corinthians 12:31-13:13

The last several generations were raised hearing songs
like, “What the world needs now is love, sweet love” and
“All we need is love, love, all we really need is love.” There
1s so much truth to lyrics; however, our generation has so
blurred the definition of love that we are not sure what it
means. We love everything from ice cream to cars to peo-
ple, you name it.

The ultimate solution to the problems of life is love.
Paul authored, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
the most profound, yet simple explanation of love ever giv-
en. In the climate of self-exalting, self-edifying believers at
Corinth, Paul pronounced what everyone should seek
(12:31). Love is the ultimate solution.

The pre-eminence of love (13:1-3). Paul esteemed
love above all spiritual gifts. The Corinthians were partial
to the gift of tongues. Without love, tongues are worthless.
In chapter 14, Paul would encourage seeking the higher
gifts such as prophecy. However, without love, the higher
gifts are of no value. The Apostle proposed doing charita-
ble acts and giving one’s life as a martyr. Without love,
these accomplish nothing. Love reigns supreme over these
things.

The performance of love (vv. 3-7). In order to define
love, Paul gave 15 descriptions. If a person claims to love,
he should perform in the following ways.

Love “suffereth long” speaks of patience with people. It
describes one who is slow to anger. Love “is kind” means
that we are to be “gentle in behavior” as A.T. Robertson
put it. This is being actively engaged in doing good for oth-
ers. Love “envieth not” encourages us not to begrudge oth-
ers of possessions, positions, _and gifts. Love “vaunteth not

By Garry Miller

itself” means not to have
an inordinate desire to
call attention to oneself.
Love “is not puffed up”
points to the humility of
love and being willing to
serve another.

Verse 5 continues the string of instructions in the nega-
tive form. Love “does not behave itself unseemly.” Another
way of putting this, love does not behave rudely. Love
“seeketh not her own” points to how love does not insist
upon its rights. Love “is not easily provoked” deals with
anger. Love does not throw temper tantrums. Love “thin-
keth no evil.” This speaks of keeping a list of wrongs per-
formed by another,

Love “rejoiceth not in iniquity.” Love finds no pleasure
in anything that is wrong. Love “rejoiceth in the truth”
points to the nature of love always wanting truth to pre-
vail.

In verse 7, Paul gives four ways love is always ex-
pressed. Love “beareth all things” means that love always
covers the faults of others. Love can bear the disappoint-
ments of life and overcome them. Love “believeth all
things” points to the trusting nature of love. Love “hopeth
all things” gives the idea that we are never to give up on
another.' Love “endureth all things” lends itself to the per-
severing nature of love. Contrary to the modern defini-
tions and pictures of love, these verses clearly explain to
us how love performs.

The permanence of love (vv. 8-13). Paul proclaimed
that “love never fails.” While spiritual gifts will not be
needed in heaven, love will always be present. We present-
ly live with limited knowledge. There is coming a day
when our knowledge will be full. Faith, hope, and love will
last forever. The greatest of these is love. Love will contin-
ue to be the ultimate solution to the problems of life for
God is love (I John 4:16). Jesus said that the world will
know that we are his followers by our love (John 13:35).

Love, as described by Paul, was what Jesus was speaking
of and what the world needs to see. — Sorah is pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabethton.

straight lick with a crooked

Repeatedly forsakmg the Lord

Focal Passage:
Judges 2:11-22a B S
“Previously on ?(Fill - 50
in the name of your favorite 1
episodic television series).

stick.” After all, it is not the
weapon that makes the dif-
ference but the hand that
wields it. God can use, or not
use, anyone he chooses. The
moral of the story is that God
graciously forgives and helps

This is a phrase viewers of

“soap opera” type programs have
come to expect. The Book of Judges is
a series of six episodes with a recur-
ring theme: Disobedience brings
God’s discipline and obedience brings
God’s blessing. Each episode divides
into four acts — Act 1, Sin; Act 2, Suf-
fering; Act 3, Supplication; and Act 4,
Salvation.

Act 1 usually beings with “All
God’s children” living in prosperity.
They have been obedient and God has
blessed them. However, they begin to
believe that they are responsible for
their successes and to presume upon
God’s grace. This leads to pride and
their inevitable fall. Six times it is
said in the book that “The children of
Israel did evil in the sight of the
Lord,” or some similar expression
(3:7,-12; 4:1; 6:1;10:6, 13:1). God’s dis-
cipline naturally follows and ...

Act 2 opens with the Lord chasten-
ing Israel by delivering them into the
hand of an oppressor (Eglon, 3:16;
Jabin, 4:2; the Midianites, 6:1; the

Philistines, 10:7, 13:1) because they

anger of the Lord was hot against Is-
rael” (3:8, 10:7). When God cannot
rule he overrules. Even when God’s

people are unfaithful God’s Word still
stands. He uses the most unlikely in-
struments to accomplish his will and
fulfill his purposes.

Act 3 finds the children of Israel
on their faces before God crying out
for deliverance (3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:7;
10:10, 15). According to S.D. Gordon,
“True prayer moves in a circle. It be-
gins in the heart of God, sweeps down

into the human heart upon earth, so

intersecting with the circle of the

‘earth, which is the battlefield of

prayer, and then goes back again to
its starting point, having accom-
plished its purpose on the downward
swing.” Nowhere is this more true
than in the arena of God’s chastening.
When we sin, God’s love impels him
to bring us to our knees in utter de-
pendence upon him for forgiveness
and deliverance. While leads to...

Act 4, Salvation — “The Lord raised
up a deliverer...” (3:9, 15; etc.). The
deliverers God selected were, many
times, unlikely to say the least. From
a woman with a tent peg, hammer,
and a bowl of warm milk (4:17-21), to
the son of a harlot (11:1), they were a
strange lot these judges. It just goes
to show that “God can hit a mighty

us to begin again.

The sad part is that there is an
epilogue to the story. Judges 17:21
tells the story of religious confusion
(17:1-18:31), immorality (19:1-30),
and civil war (20:1-21:25). Twice in
this section it is stated, “In those days
there was no real king in Israel (but)
every man did that which was right
in his own eyes” (17:6; 21:25). It
seems that there was no controlling
legal authority so each man became a
law unto himself. It is sad that such
potential for good was squandered
and opportunities were lost to make
God known among those who so much
needed to learn of him.

At the end of those television pro-
grams you sometimes hear, “Next
time on ,, or, “Stay tuned
for scenes from our next episode.” If
scenes from your life could be viewed,
which would you rather see: scenes
that depict God being glorified, your
church being edified, and the lost be-
ing evangelized, or you doing that
which is right in your own eyes?

The choice is yours. — Miller is pas-
tor, Emmanuel Baptist Church, Hum-
boldt.




SBTS trustees
eliminate Covenant

Renewal document
Baptist Press
LOUISVILLE, Ky. —

Trustees of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary elimi-
nated the Covenant Renewal, a
document intended for a time
of transition implemented by
the school in 1991, during
their April 10-11 meeting here.

The elimination of the
Covenant Renewal document
was an action that symbolical-
ly marked the end of the peri-
od of extreme controversy in
Southern Seminary’s history.

Adopted in 1991 by the sem-
inary’s faculty, administration,
and trustees, the Covenant Re-
newal document was a “negoti-
ated way of pointing toward
the future,” Southern Semi-
nary President R. Albert
Mohler Jr. said. “It was a docu-
ment adopted unanimously by
neither the faculty nor the
trustees. It represented a very
difficult time.”

The document pledged the
school’s “respect for the convic-
tions of all Southern Baptists
and our intention to be sensi-
tive to conservative viewpoints
within the Southern Baptist
Convention.”

It was designed in an “effort
to achieve a balanced repre-
sentation through intentional
employment of conservative
evangelical scholars” for future
faculty openings.

“It came at a particular time
in this institution’s history
when the trustees and admin-
istration and faculty were not
unified on the direction of the
seminary and its future,”
Mohler said. “Looking back in
a historical perspective I can
understand the origin of this
document, but the time has
clearly come when it is no
longer necessary.”

In other business, trustees

also approved a 2000-2001 op- .

erating budget of $18,440,732,
a 9.4 percent increase over the
current year. As part of the
budget, trustees agreed to re-
instate revenues and expendi-
tures for the seminary’s Child
Development Center, which
was scheduled to close in July.

After reconsidering the mat-
ter, however, seminary officials
decided to leave the center
open, at least for another year.
Mohler asked trustees to ap-
point a task force to study the
matter and propose a course of
action.

Trustees also changed the
name of the James P. Boyce
College of the Bible to Boyce
College. This change was made
primarily to remedy problems
graduates might face when
trying to enter some foreign
countries. The college opened
in the fall of 1998 and is the
undergraduate school of South-
ern Seminary. B

Historical Society

to meet in May
Special to Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — “Reflec-
tions on Baptist Life in the
20th Century” will be the
theme of the annual meeting of
the Southern Baptist Histori-
cal Society to be held May 25-
27 at First Baptist Church, Sa-
vannah, Ga., on the occasion of
the church’s 200th anniver-
sary.

Topics to be addressed in-
clude “Baptist Identity in the
20th Century,” “Baptist Theo-
logical Education in the 20th
Century,” and “Baptists and
Women’s Issues in the 20th
Century.”

Speakers include Carolyn
Blevins, associate professor
of religion, Carson-New-
man College, Jefferson
City.

For more information, con-
tact Charles Deweese, execu-
tive director, at 1-800-966-
2278. m

Ministers” Wives fo
meet during SBC

Special to Baptist and Reflector

DURANT, Okla. — The
Southern Baptist Convention
Ministers’ Wives Conference
will be held June 13 at noon at

the Omni Rosen Hotel in Or-
lando. The theme of the meet-
ing is “Woman of Influence.”

Guest speaker will be
Vonette Bright, co-founder of
Campus Crusade for Christ.
Contemporary Christian
recording artist Alicia William-
son will provide special music.

Advance tickets are $10 if
ordered before May 30, and
$12 at the convention.

To order tickets, send the
correct amount to: Mrs. Leigh
Lowery, 2810 East Texas St.,
Bossier City, LA 71111,

Joyce Rogers, wife of
Adrian Rogers, pastor of
Bellevue Baptist Church,
Cordova, is president of the
Ministers’ Wives Conference. W

Colson, F. Graham
spend Easter in jail

Baptist Press

WASHINGTON — Chuck
Colson, Franklin Graham, and
Charlie Daniels went to jail on
Easter Sunday.

No, they were not arrested.

Colson, founder of Prison
Fellowship Ministries, and
Graham, president of Samari-
tan’s Purse relief organization,
launched “Operation Starting

Church of the Covered Dish

By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir City
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Line,” a collaboration of more
than a dozen Christian min-
istries, on Easter Sunday at
Sussex Correctional Institu-
tion in Georgetown, Del.

The April 23 event kicked
off an effort by athletes, musi-
cians, comedians, clergy, and
thousands of volunteers from
across the country to reach
every federal and state prison
in the nation in the next five
years through 55 state and
multi-state campaigns. Earlier
this year, for the first time, the
nation’s prison population
topped two million people.

Country music legend Char-
lie Daniels and his band joined
Colson and Graham at the
event.

Two SBC North American
Mission Board members are
among Operation Starting
Line’s organizers — Kenneth

Ellis, NAMB national coordi-

nator for restorative justice
ministries, and Robert C.Vick-

ers, NAMB’s director of chap-
laincy evangelism. B

Wildmon refused to
watch Easter special
on ABC ftelevision

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — A key
leader of the boycott of The
Disney Company, Donald
Wildmon, said he would not
watch “The Miracle Maker”
aired on ABC-TV Easter Sun-
day night.

“I hope a million pagans
watch it, and I hope a million
pagans get saved,” Wildmon
told Baptist Press April 17.

Wildmon, head of the Amer-
ican Family Association, said,
however, “I'll be watching

something else. A.boy
boycott.” 3

The AFA in 1995 becs
the first evangelical organ
tion to call for a boycott of
ney over the enterta
conglomerate’s moral di
ABC-TV is a Disney s
sidiary. ' b

Wildmon’s comments ¥
in response to an April 14
by two prominent South
Baptists, Jim Henry and
Moody, for Baptists to susg
the Disney boycott at leas
Easter night in order to
port the ABC special wi
Henry described as a true
piction of the life, death;
resurrection of Christ:
SBC supported the Disney
cott in a 1997 resolution.

Henry, a Tennessee na
is pastor of First Bap
Church, Orlando, and @
SBC president. ® |

Tennessee native
joins Mercer facul

Associated Baptist Press

Theology. Jones resigne
March after more thar
years as pastor of First Ba
Church, Decatur,

become professor of

‘and theology at the theg|

school July 1.
A native of Dyersb
Jones is a graduate of U
University, Jackson, and
degrees from the Un
Mississippi, Princeton The
ical Seminary, and Sou
Baptist Theological Ser
where he also is a forn
fessor. m .




