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NASHVILLE — Much of the success
the Middle Tennessee Billy Graham
‘usade here June 1-4 at Adelphia Col-
mm rests on the shoulders of South-
v 1 Baptists, said Jim Freedman, exec-
ind ive director, Nashville
@ (ptist Association, and
@l zretary of the crusade
vl ecutive committee.
Southern Baptist
urches — 157 — are

largest representa-
m uf' a denomination
yating in the cru-
‘he reported.
g lurchas designated as
1er Baptist churches
we 70 participating §
wile 69  United
athodist churches are
,.r;olved

. ﬁ total of 579 congregations of 2,341
, % angelical churches identified within
120-mile diameter of Nashville are
rticipating, noted Freedman.

All leaders needed

All leaders of all participating
aurches will be needed, said Freed-
'an, who was one of four religious
aders representing the Nashville

BILLY GRAHAM

community who personally asked Gra-
ham to hold the upcoming crusade.
They were responding to an initial
query by Graham, who told Freedman
and the leaders he felt God directing
him to hold a crusade in Nashville in
2000.

Volunteers are needed because pro-
jections, based on atten-
dance at recent crusades
in the United States,
forecast 75,000 to attend
the Saturday evening
session, 60,000 to attend
Sunday evening, and
50,000 to attend Thurs-
day and Friday sessions.
Adelphia Coliseum holds
66,000 people. The over-
flow crowd will be placed

~on a concrete esplanade
on the ground level, ex-
plained Freedman.

The projections are
taking into account the popular special
guests who have been invited, includ-
ing contemporary Christian artists who
will perform Saturday evening in the
Concert for the Next Generation —
Jars of Clay, Kirk Franklin, and dc
Talk.

Crusade volunteers will be needed,

said Freedman. Already enlisted are

To Graham crusade in 1955
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Another

Middle Tennessee prepares for B|||y Graham

Musie City Miracle.
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SIGNS SUCH as this one at First Baptist Church, Donelson, are sprinkled all
across Middle Tennessee at churches of all denominations.

2,900 counselors; 3,336 choir members;
669 ushers and aisle/section captains;
and 2,432 church leaders including age
group leaders. Many of these leaders
will conduet follow-up efforts.

To reach downtown residents

To involve downtown residents in
the crusade, Brett Stewart of Nashville
Association and Terry Hoff of the cru-
sade staff have worked with five

Invitation proved life- Chﬂﬂ“lﬁé for ]

churches located near government sub-
sidized housing. Those churches in-
clude Messiah Baptist Church near the
J. C. Napier Homes and Woodcock Bap-
tist Church near the James Cayce
Homes and Tony Sudekum Homes.

Free transportation to the crusade
will be provided for residents of the
communities by Metropolitan Tran-
— See Middle, page 11
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The morning after the cru-
sade Fisher went to work and

By Lonnie Wilkey ly-oriented organization
Baptist and Reflector geared to the advancement of
Christ’s Kingdom.

DONELSON — Roy Fisher
can attest to the importance of
inviting someone who does not
know Christ as his or her Lord
and Savior to the Billy Gra-
ham Crusade scheduled for
June 1-4 at Adelphia Coliseum
in Nashville.

Fisher accepted Christ as
his Savior 45 years ago — be-
cause a friend invited him to a
Billy Graham Crusade.

As a boy growing up in
Spalding, Lincolnshire, Eng-
land, Fisher had graduated
from high school at the age of
15 and was working as an ad-
vertising representative for
two local newspapers. He was
attending Spalding Parish
Church and was a member of
the Boys Brigade, a spiritual-

Fisher recalls his life during
those years was “unsettled.”

A friend in the Boys Brigade
invited Fisher to a Billy Gra-
ham Cruasde in 1955. Graham
was preaching in Glasgow,
Scotland, at Kelvin Hall. The
crusade was broadcast, via ra-
dio, not television, to satellite
locations, including one at
Spalding Parish Church, Fish-
er said.

“We just heard his voice.”

While Fisher does not re-
member the entire sermon, he
vividly remembeps Graham
reading Daniel 5:27. “He said
you need a Savior.

“God spoke to my heart and
I knew my deepest need was to
know him personally,” Fisher
recalled.

PASTOR ROY FISHER of First

Baptist Church, Donelson, pro-
fessed faith in Christ at a Billy
Graham crusade 45 years ago.

Fisher noted he went home
and just “got on my knees. I
felt so close to Christ.”

¥

co-workers began to see a
change in his attitude, Fisher
said.

“That was the beginning of
my walk with the Lord.”

Two years later Fisher was
called into the ministry and
began his education. His min-
istry moved him to the United
States where he has held pas-
torates in Florida and Arizona.
For the past 15 years he has
served as pastor at First Bap-
tist Church, Donelson.

“I dread to think where my
life would have been without
that invitation to hear Billy
Graham,” Fisher said.

Fisher, who has since met
Billy Graham personally, is ex-
cited he is leading a revival in
Nashville.

— See Invitation, page 11
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GLORIETA, N.M. — At least
three Tennessee Baptists and
four others with ties to Ten-
nessee have helped to serve and
care for over 1,000 firestorm
evacuees from New Mexico’'s Los
Alamos area who were staying at
Glorieta, a LifeWay Christian
Resources Conference Center.

George and Elizabeth Horton,
members of Haywood Hills Bap-
tist Church, Nashville, and their
son John Horton, associate direc-
tor of Glorieta Conference Cen-
ter, are staying very busy at Glo-
rieta which has had more than
1,000 unexpected guests, who
were victims of May 11 firestorm
in Los Alamos.

A “controlled” burn by the Na-
tional Parks Service May 4
quickly got out of control, and
three days later on Sunday
evening, May 6, portions of Los
Alamos near White Rock commu-
nity were evacuated.

News reports indicated ini-
tially that around 200 houses
were destroyed or damaged and
more than 400 families homeless
in the area. Evacuees who began
arriving May 11, at Glorieta,
were housed and fed free of
charge, and their animals have
been permitted to stay.

The American Red Cross pre-
liminarily contacted John Horton
May 10 about turning the confer-
ence center into an emergency
shelter and has constantly
stayed in contact.

“We were never officially des-
ignated an emergency shelter at
Glorieta,” said Horton. “We just
became one. We opened the
doors and said come on in.”

Other LifeWay employees in
Glorieta with Tennessee ties who
helped with the evacuees were:
Wendall Newman, manager of
the event section, who is a for-
mer LifeWay Nashville location
Church Recreation employee; his
wife Mike Newman, temporary
; employee at LifeWay Christian
AMINGSs '5__; ' Store, and former organist for
e * First Baptist Church, Nashville;
Brian Daniel, event planner, and
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DONATIONS for firestorm victims in New Mexico have been sent in
overwhelming quantities to Glorieta Baptist Conference Center. The
items are being distributed with the help of Tennessee Baptists.

former Lifeway Nashville loca-
tion assistant editor in Disciple-
ship; and Larry Haslam, confer-
ence center director, and former
Lifeway Nashville location
Church Recreation camping and
retreat consultant.

Since the evacuees arrival
George Horton has been unload-
ing trucks filled with donations of
bottled water, paper goods, cloth-
ing, and other food items. Eliza-
beth Horton has been organizing
books, toys, and other donations.

“Glorieta looks like an outdoor
Super Walmart,” said John Hor-
ton, who 1s in charge of confer-
ence operations. “People have
been donating items to Glorieta
as far as Albuquerque, New
Mexico. Fed EX and UPS trucks
are arriving daily with gathered
donations. These delivery compa-
nies have been volunteering
their trucks to bring the dona-
tions, and their drivers have
been volunteering their time.”

George Horton, retired associ-
ate pastor of Haywood Hills
Church and former pastor of Sec-
ond Baptist Church, Union City,
was on the schedule to preach
encouragement to the firestorm
evacuees May 15 when the elec-
tric power went off and the
nightly ecumenical services were
cancelled.

While the Hortons have been
working with firestorm evacuees,

they have seen the evacuation
numbers grow from 230 on May
11 to 300 on May 12. By May 12
the blaze had burned over 20,000
acres of land and forced the evac-
uation of 20,000 people from the
Los Alamos area. At one point
the conference center was locat-
ed 45 miles from fire.

Evacuee numbers continued
to grow to 600 by May 13, and
870 on May 14 predominately
from Los Alamos and White
Rock communities. Early in the
week, conference center evacuee
numbers peaked out close to 900,
but the center serviced over
1,000 with people coming and re-
turning to their homes, accord-
ing to John Horton.

NAMB Disaster Relief reports
indicated that most of Los Alam-
os was open May 16 for families
to return to their homes, and
that this may have an impact on
the mobile feeding units.

“We have touched a lot of
lives, and have shared the love of
Christ with people who have
asked why would you do this,”
said John Horton.

“We have definitely touched
folks and planted seeds. For one
woman the nightly services of
encouragement became a person-
al turning point since she had
been out of church for 20 years.”

The center also has provided
crisis counseling. B

Houston Baptist University declares autonomy from BGCT

- scribe will find the assoc.

~members,” said Editor Lon!

TBC chur(:he:ki,.r
association join
family of subscribe

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Five T
nessee Baptist churches h:
sent in names of subscribers
the Baptist and Reflec
through the Church Lead
ship Plan.

The churches are Midla
Heights Baptist Church, St
byville, Parkview Bapt
Church, Lewisburg, Hurrie:
Grove Baptist Church, Sh
byville, Charity Bapt
Church, Fayetteville, and Fi
Baptist Church, Cornersvill¢

First Baptist Chur
Bruceton, also has joined |
B&R’s Church Page Pl:
Once a month, the church v
be printing its newsletter
the Baptist and Reflector.

In addition, Madis«¢
Chester and Crockett Bapt
associations is using the B¢
for the next several months
print its newsletter twice
month. Churches in these
sociations who already st

tions’ first newsletter on p:¢
16 of this issue.

“We are excited that thi
churches and associations :
seeing the need to provide f
state Baptist paper to th

Wilkey.

Anyone interested in lea
ing more about the varic
subscription plans offered
the Baptist and Reflector x
call Susie Edwards at (6!
371-2003. m

Baptist Press

HOUSTON — Houston Baptist Universi-
ty trustees have declared their autonomy
from the Baptist General Convention of
Texas in an effort to stop the removal of
some trustees who attended churches that
“did not meet the threshold requirements of
being a BGCT cooperating church.”

University President E.D. Hodo told Bap-
tist Press the 33-member board voted unani-
mously May 16 to protect its trustees and
assure a broad-based representation among
current and future board members.

“There was a meeting last Friday (May
12) dealing with the selection of new
trustees,” Hodo said. “Some of the trustees
were disallowed because the church they at-
tended did not meet threshold requirements
of being a BGCT cooperating church. It was a
financial reason.”

According to a report in the Houston

Chronicle, the BGCT’s decision would have
had an adverse effect on minority trustees.
“Some mainly minority churches cannot af-
ford those contribution requirements to the
state convention,” Hodo told the Chronicle.

Keith Bruce, director of the BGCT’s
Christian Education Coordinating Board,
told Baptist Press there is not a financial re-
quirement to be considered a cooperating
church.

“There is no specific minimum required
from a church before a member can be elect-
ed to an institutional board. However, we do
expect trustees to come from churches that
positively support the ministry, mission, and
budget of the BGCT,” Bruce said.

BGCT Executive Director Charles Wade,

in a prepared statement, questioned the uni-

versity’s action. “This unilateral action taken
by the trustees of Houston Baptist Universi-
ty violates the constitution of the Baptist
General Convention of Texas and the princi-

ples by which the university and convent'
have worked together,” Wade said.

“It seriously challenges the trust, coop
ation, and understanding that for more tk
40 years have existed between the univel
ty and the Baptist General Convention
Texas.”

Wade said the BGCT was shocked 2
caught off guard by the trustees’ decision.

The vote puts in jeopardy nearly $1.5 1
lion that the state convention contributes
HBU’s $28 million annual budget.

Hodo emphasized that the univers
would contipue to cooperate with the BG(
Under the charter changes approved M
16, the state convention would appoint 0
bnard members and the board was expanc
to 36 members. Previously, the convent
appointed all trustees.

Hodo said if the board had not taken
tion at least six trustees would have be
ousted from the university. B
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s Note: See pages 4-5 for

‘'omplete text of the pro-
o revision to the Baptist
and Message statement.

wrb Hollinger

SHVILLE — The recom-
lations of the Baptist
» and Message Study
| # nittee for a new edition of
istoric document incorpo-
vl Hortions of the 1925 and
editions, with some revi-
but no new articles, ac-
ng to Adrian Rogers,

"8 man of the committee.
A8 -luded in the revisions is
g |dition to Article VI: The
[\ ch, which the committee
“@ speaks “clearly [the con-
»n’s] conviction that while
[i{#% men and women are gift-
@R d called for ministry, the
+ of pastor is limited to
as qualified by Scripture.”
e are 18 articles in the
ment which include an ar-
' on the family added in
at the Salt Lake City con-

on.

e proposed statement
. reference to “priesthood
e believer,” found in the
mble of the 1963 state-

Background
e BF&M Study Commit-
‘as authorized by messen-
to the 1999 annual meet-
'f the Southern Baptist
ention in Atlanta. The
>ntion authorized Presi-
Paige Patterson to name
amittee to review the his-
document and report back
e 2000 annual meeting.
L 5-person committee met
té‘lbﬂl‘: of times in the past

»gers, longtime pastor
3ellevue _
ptist
rch, Cor-
1, said the
. mittee
ted to re-
e the re-
now to
Southern
piERSt's
gh time to
iliarize themselves” with
recommendations before
fune 13-14 annual meeting

rlando, Fla.
Ve were guided by the rich
‘age embodied in the 1925
1963 editions of the
:M,” Rogers said. “We have
ght to retain all the
ngths of that noble her-
@ e, to clarify the truths
‘e expressed, and to ad-
i8 the needs of our own

1S, '

3aptists cherish our doctri-
inheritance. We are a peo-
of the Book, who recognize
sther authority for faith
practice but God’s Word.
IS, we receive and affirm
je doctrines revealed in the
- lﬁ;-.i_:_!td we are unembar-
ied to take our stand upon

ROGERS

the solid rock of biblical au-
thority.

“Our confessions represent
statements of those doctrines
revealed in the Bible. The
Bible is the source of our au-
thority, not merely a support
for our historic doctrines.”

The Southern Baptist Con-
vention first adopted the

3FM study has 1925, 1963 elements

tists should hold themselves
free to revise their statements
of faith as may seem to them
wise and expedient,” ” Rogers
said.

“We now propose a new edi-
tion of our honored confession.
This generation must set forth
its witness to the truths re-
vealed in the Bible. Where nec-

BF&M in 1925 as a public
statement of Southern Bap-
tists’ faith and doctrine. Near-
ly 40 years later, faced with
new challenges and questions,
Rogers said, the convention
adopted a revised edition of the
BF&M in 1963.

“Now, again nearly 40 years
after the convention’s last com-
prehensive action, a new gen-
eration must take up the stew-
ardship of the faith ‘once for all
delivered to the saints’ (Jude
3).

“Our generation faces the
reality of a postmodern cul-
ture, complete with rampant
relativism and the denial of

absolute truth,” Rogers said. .

“A pervasive secularism has
infected our society and its cor-
rosive effects are evident
throughout the life of our na-
tion. Moral decay and assaults
upon cherished truths domi-
nate the arena in which we
must now minister, and to
which we must now proclaim
the Gospel.

“Our profound respect for
the heritage of the previous
statements is reflected in the
intentional decision of our
committee to incorporate lan-
guage from both the 1925 and
1963 editions in our recom-
mendation. Both of these his-
toric statements speak to the
present, as well as the past.”

Preface explains

Rogers said the preface to
the report sets forth the ratio-
nale and method.

“With the 1963 committee,
we cite the principle set forth
by our forebears in 1925: ‘As in
the past, so in the future, Bap-

essary, we have proposed
changes and additions to cer-
tain sections. We have re-
tained the structure of the con-
fession and the substance of
each article,” Rogers said. “We
have proposed no new articles.
Several of the articles are pre-
sented without any revision at
all. Our recommendation is in-
tended to clarify our doctrines
for this present age, and to de-
fine our beliefs against the
backdrop of modern confusion.

“Our hope is that a rising
generation of Baptists will rec-
ognize the significance of our
biblical doctrines, embrace our
Baptist heritage, and own this
confession of faith for them-
selves.”

Summary of articles

Rogers released a nine-point
summary of the revised arti-
cles included in committee’s re-
port:

(1) “We have sought to clari-
fy the intention of both previ-
ous editions of the BF&M as
reflected in Article I: The
Scriptures. We have made the
total truthfulness and trust-
worthiness of the Bible even
more explicit, and we point to
Jesus Christ as the focus of di-
vine revelation.

“We have removed the
statement that identified Jesus
Christ as ‘the criterion by
which the Bible is to be inter-
preted,’” because it has been
subject to misunderstanding.
Jesus Christ cannot be divided
from the biblical revelation
that is testimony to Him. We

must not claim a knowledge of
Christ that is independent of
Scripture or in any way in op-

position to Scripture. Likewise,
Scripture cannot be set against
Scripture.

(2) “In the context of mod-
ern denials of the omniscience,
exhaustive foreknowledge, and
omnipotence of God, we have
reaffirmed the teachings of the
Bible and the consistent teach-
ing of our Baptist tradition, as
reflected in Article II: God.”

The committee noted a
paragraph from Herschel H.
Hobbs’ book, The Baptist Faith
and Message (1971), page 36:
“God has all knowledge. He
knows all things simultaneous-
ly. His knowledge is immedi-
ate, without the process of
thought, reason, or inference.
His foreknowledge of events
does not necessarily mean that
He predetermined them. He
knows the workings of his nat-
ural, physical, moral, and spir-
itual laws which work toward
definite ends. Man is free to
choose in the light of them, but
1s responsible for his choices.
God knows these choices be-
forehand, but does not prede-
termine them.”

(3) “We have made clear our
embrace of the substitutionary
character of Christ’s atone-
ment 1n Article II. B.: God the
Son.

(4) “We have clarified God’s
creation of human beings as
male and female, both made in
His image. The gift of gender is
thus part of the goodness of
God’s creation. This is reflect-
ed in Article III: Man.

(5) “Baptists must also
make clear our affirmation of
the blessing of racial and eth-
nic diversity, and acknowledge
that all races possess full dig-
nity by the creative intention
of God. This is also included in
Article III: Man.

(6) “Given the pervasive in-
fluence of a postmodern cul-
ture, we are called to proclaim
Jesus Christ as the only Savior
and salvation is in His name
alone. Baptists thus reject in-
clusivism and pluralism in sal-
vation, for these compromise
the Gospel itself. Salvation
comes only to those who call
upon the name of the Lord,
and come to personal faith in
Jesus Christ as Savior. Article
IV: Salvation, includes this
clarification.

(7) “We reaffirm the New
Testament heritage of Baptist
congregationalism in Article
VI: The Church, recovering the
language of the 1925 BF&M
and affirming the contribution
of the 1963 statement as re-
flected in the last paragraph of
the article. The church com-
prises all the redeemed, and
will include ‘believers from
every tribe, and tongue, and
people, and nation.’

(8) “The Convention has
spoken clearly [SBC resolution
in 1984] its conviction that
while both men and women are
gifted and called for ministry,

the office of pastor is limited to
men as qualified by Scripture.
This is included in Article VI;
The Church.

(9) “Our Baptist ancestors of
a mere generation ago could
not have imagined the need to
address the issues of abortion,
homosexuality, euthanasia,
and all manner of deviant and
pagan sexuality. We answer
with a clear word of biblical
correction. This is found in Ar-
ticle XV: The Christian and
the Social Order.”

Rogers said other articles
have minor clarifications and
language adjusted to modern
usage, and added phrases from
the 1925 statement as appro-
priate.

Commiittee members

Study committee members,
in addition to Rogers, were
Jerry Vines, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Jacksonville,
Fla.; R. Albert Mohler Jr.,
president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louis-
ville, Ky., and a member of
Highview Baptist Church,
Louisville; Steve Gaines, pas-

tor of First Baptist Church,
Gardendale, Ala.; and Heather

King, state WMU/women'’s
ministries director for the
State Convention of Baptists
in Indiana and member of
Northside Baptist Church, In-
dianapolis.

Other members were Simon
Tsoi, pastor of First Chinese
Baptist Church, Phoenix; T.C.
Pinckney, member of Good
News Baptist Church, Alexan-
dria, Va.; Susie Hawkins,
member of Prestonwood Bap-
tist Church, Dallas, and wife of
SBC Annuity Board President
0. S. Hawkins; Charles Kelley
Jr., president of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary
and member of First Baptist
Church, New Orleans; and
Roger Spradlin, pastor of Val-
ley Baptist Church, Bakers-
field, Calif.

Other members were
Richard Land, president of the
SBC Ethics & Religious Liber-
ty Commission, Nashville, and
member of ClearView Baptist
Church, Franklin; Rudy Her-
nandez, Hispanic Southern
Baptist evangelist and mem-
ber of Primera Iglesia
Bautista, Grand Prairie,
Texas; Fred Luter, African
American pastor of Franklin
Avenue Baptist Church, New
Orleans; Max Barnett, Baptist
Student Union director at the
University of Oklahoma and
member of Trinity Baptist
Church, Norman, Okla.; and
Nelson Price, pastor of Roswell
Street Baptist Church, Mariet-
ta, Ga. m




1963 Baptist Faith and
Message Statement

with 1988 Amendment

Editor’s Note — Scripture
references which follow each
section were omitted because
of space limitations.
I. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written
by men divinely inspired and is
the record of God’s revelation of
Himself to man. It is a perfect
treasure of divine instruction, It
has God for its author, salvation
for its end, and truth,-without any
mixture of error, for its matter. It
reveals the principles by which
God judges us; and therefore is,
and will remain to the end of the
world, the true center of Christ-
ian union, and the supreme stan-
dard by which all human con-
duct, creeds, and religious opin-
ions should be tried. The criteri-
on by which the Bible is to be in-
terpreted is Jesus Christ.

IL. God

There is one and only one liv-
ing and true God. He is an intelli-
gent, spiritual, and personal Be-
ing, the Creator, Redeemer, Pre-
server, and Ruler of the universe.
God is infinite in holiness and all
other perfections. To him we owe
the highest love, reverence, and
obedience. The eternal God re-
veals Himself to us as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, with dis-
tinct personal attributes, but
without division of nature,
essence, or being.
1. God the Father

God as Father reigns with
providential care over His uni-
verse, His creatures, and the flow
of the stream of human history
according to the purposes of His
grace. He is all powerful, all lov-
ing, and all wise. God is Father
in truth to those who become
children of God through faith in
Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in his
attitude toward all men,
2. God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of
God. In His incarnation as Jesus
Christ He was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed
and did the will of God, taking
upon Himself the demands and
necessities of human nature and
identifying Himself completely
with mankind yet without sin. He
honored the divine law by His
personal obedience, and in His
death on the cross He made pro-
vision for the redemption of men
from sin. He was raised from the
dead with a glorified body and
appeared to His disciples as the
person who was with them be-
fore His crucifixion. He ascended
into heaven and is now exalted at
the right hand of God where He
1s the One Mediator, partaking of
the nature of God and of man,
and in whose Person is effected
the reconciliation between God
and man. He will return in power
and glory to judge the world and
to consummate His redemptive
mission. He now dwells in all be-
lievers as the living and ever pre-
sent Lord.
3. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of God. He inspired holy men of
old to write the Scriptures.
Through illumination He enables
men to understand truth. He ex-
alts Christ. He convicts of sin, of
righteousness and of judgment.

He calls men to the Saviour, and

effects regeneration. He culti-
vates Christian character, com-
forts believers, and bestows the
spiritual gifts by which they
serve God through His church.

Proposed Baptist Faith
and Message

Statement

Editor’'s Note — Scripture
references which follow each
section were omitted because
of space limitations.
I. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written
by men divinely inspired and is
God’s revelation of Himself to
man. It is a perfect treasure of di-
vine instruction. It has God for
its author, salvation for its end,
and truth, without any mixture of
error, for its matter. Therefore,
all Scripture is totally true and
trustworthy. It reveals the princi-
ples by which God judges us, and
therefore is, and will remain to
the end of the world, the true
center of Christian union, and the
supreme standard by which all
human conduct, creeds, and reli-
gious opinions should be tried.
All Scripture is a testimony to
Christ, who is Himself the focus
of divine revelation.

II. God

There is one and only one liv-
ing and true God. He is an intelli-
gent, spiritual, and personal Be-
ing, the Creator, Redeemer, Pre-
server, and Ruler of the universe.
God is infinite in holiness and all
other perfections. God is all pow-
erful and all knowing; and His
perfect knowledge extends to all
things, past, present, and future,
including the future decisions of
His free creatures. To Him we
owe the highest love, reverence,
and obedience. The eternal triune
God reveals Himself to us as Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit, with
distinct personal attributes, but
without division of nature,
essence, or being.
A. God the Father

God as Father reigns with
providential care over His uni-
verse, His creatures, and the flow
of the stream of human history
according to the purposes of His
grace. He is all powerful, all
knowing, all loving, and all wise.
God is Father in truth to those
who become children of God
through faith in Jesus Christ. He
is fatherly in His attitude toward
all men.
B. God the Son

Chirist is the eternal Son of
God. In His incarnation as Jesus
Christ He was conceived of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed
and did the will of God, taking
upon Himself human nature with
its demands and necessities and
identifying Himself completely
with mankind yet without sin. He
honored the divine law by His
personal obedience, and in His
substitutionary death on the cross
He made provision for the re-
demption of men from sin, He
was raised from the dead with a
glorified body and appeared to
His disciples as the person who
was with them before His cruci-
fixion. He ascended into heaven
and is now exalted at the right
hand of God where He is the One
Mediator, fully God, fully man,
in whose Person is effected the
reconciliation between God and
man. He will return in power and
glory to judge the world and to
consummate His redemptive mis-
sion. He now dwells in all believ-
ers as the living and ever present
Lord.
C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit
of God, fully divine. He inspired
holy men of old to write the
Scriptures. Through illumination
He enables men to understand
truth. He exalts Christ. He con-
victs men of sin, of righteous-
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He seals the believer unto the day
of final redemption. His presence
in the Christian is the assurance
of God to bring the believer into
the fulness of the stature of
Chnist. He enlightens and em-
powers the believer and the
church in worship, evangelism,
and service.,

II1. Man

Man was created by the spe-
cial act of God, in His own im-
age, and is the crowning work of
His creation. In the beginning
man was innocent of sin and was
endowed by his Creator with
freedom of choice. By his free
choice man sinned against God
and brought sin into the human
race. Through the temptation of
Satan man transgressed the com-
mand of God, and fell from his
original innocence; whereby his
posterity inherit a nature and an
environment inclined toward sin,
and as soon as they are capable
of moral action become trans-
gressors and are under condem-
nation. Only the grace of God
can bring man into His holy fel-
lowship and enable man to fulfil
the creative purpose of God. The
sacredness of human personality
is evident in that God created
man in His own image, and in
that Christ died for man; there-
fore every man possesses dignity
and is worthy of respect and
Christian love.

IV. Salvation

Salvation involves the re-
demption of the whole man, and
is offered freely to all who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour,
who by His own blood obtained
eternal redemption for the believ-
er. In its broadest sense salvation
includes regeneration, sanctifica-
tion, and glorification.

1. Regeneration, or the new
birth, is a work of God’s grace
whereby believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a
change of heart wrought by the
Holy Spirit through conviction of
sin, to which the sinner responds
in repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Repentance and faith are in-
separable experiences of grace.
Repentance is a genuine turning
from sin toward God. Faith is the
acceptance of Jesus Christ and
commitment of the entire person-
ality to Him as Lord and Saviour.
Justification is God’s gracious
and full acquittal upon principles
of_-His righteousness of all sin-
ners who repent and believe in
Christ. Justification brings the
believer into a relationship of
peace and favor with God.

2. Sanctification is the experi-
ence, beginning in regeneration,
by which the believer is set apart
to God’s purposes, and is enabled
to progress toward moral and
spiritual perfection through the
presence and power of the Holy
Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in
grace should continue throughout
the regenerate person’s life.

3. Glorification is the culmi-
nation of salvation and is the fi-
nal blessed and abiding state of
the redeemed,

-
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ness, and of judgment. He calls
men to the Saviour, and effects
regeneration. At the moment of
regeneration He baptizes every
believer into the Body of Christ.

He cultivates Christian character,

comforts believers, and bestows
the spiritual gifts by which they
serve God through His church.
He seals the believer unto the day
of final redemption. His presence
in the Christian is the guarantee
that God will bring the believer
into the fullness of the stature of
Christ. He enlightens and em-
powers the believer and the
church in worship, evangelism,
and service.

IIT. Man

Man is the special creation of
God, made in His own image. He
created them male and female as
the crowning work of His cre-
ation. The gift of gender is thus
part of the goodness of God’s
creation. In the beginning man
was innocent of sin and was en-
dowed by his Creator with free-
dom of choice. By his free choice
man sinned against God and
brought sin into the human race.
Through the temptation of Satan
man transgressed the command
of God, and fell from his original
innocence whereby his posterity
inherit a nature and an environ-
ment inclined toward sin. There-
fore, as soon as they are capable
of moral action, they become
transgressors and are under con-
demnation. Only the grace of
God can bring man into His holy
fellowship and enable man to ful-
fill the creative purpose of God.
‘The sacredness of human person-
ality is evident in that God creat-
ed man in His own image, and in
that Christ died for man; there-
fore, every person of every race
possesses full dignity and is wor-
thy of respect and Christian love.

IV. Salvation

Salvation involves the re-
demption of the whole man, and
is offered freely to all who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour,
who by His own blood obtained
eternal redemption for the believ-
er. In its broadest sense salvation
includes regeneration, justifica-
tion, sanctification, and glorifica-
tion. There is no salvation apart
from personal faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new
birth, is a work of God’s grace
whereby believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. Itis a
change of heart wrought by the
Holy Spirit through conviction of

sin, to which the sinner responds

in repentance toward God and
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Repentance and faith are insepa-
rable experiences of grace.

Repentance is a genuine turn-
ing from sin toward God. Faith is
the acceptance of Jesus Christ
and commitment of the entire
personality to Him as Lord and
Saviour.

B. Justification is God’s gra-
cious and full acquittal upon prin-
ciples of His righteousness of all
sinners who repent and believe in
Christ. Justification brings the be-
liever unto a relationship of peace
and favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the expe-
rience, beginning in regeneration,
by which the believer is set apart
to God’s purposes, and is enabled
to progress toward moral and
spiritual maturity through the
presence and power of the Holy

Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in

grace should continue throughout
the regenerate person’s life.
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V. God’s Purpose of Grace

Election is the gracious pur-
pose of God, according to which
He regenerates, sanctifies, and
glorifies sinners. It 1s consistent
with the free agency of man and
comprehends all the means in -
connection with the end. It is a
glorious display of God’s sover- -
eign goodness, and is infinitely
wise, holy, and unchangeable. It
excludes boasting and promotes
humility.

All true believers endure to
the end. Those whom God has
accepted in Christ, and sanctified
by His Spirit, will never fall

away from the state of grace, but *

shall persevere to the end. Be-
lievers may fall into sin through
neglect and temptation, whereby
they grieve the Spirit, impair
their graces and comforts, bring
reproach on the cause of Christ,
and temporal judgments on them-
selves, yet they shall be kept by
the power of God through faith
unto salvation.

VI. The Church

A New Testament church of
the Lord Jesus Christ is a local
body of baptized believers who
are associated by covenant in the
faith and fellowship of the
gospel, observing the two ordi-
nances of Christ, committed to
His teachings, exercising the
gifts, rights, and privileges in-
vested in them by His Word, and
seeking to extend the gospel to
the ends of the earth.

This church is an autonomous
body, operating through democ-
ratic processes under the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ. In such a
congregation, members are
equally responsible. Its Scriptural
officers are pastors and deacons.

The New Testament speaks
also of the church as the body of
Christ which includes all of the
redeemed of all the ages.

VII. Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper

Christian baptism is the im-
mersion of a believer in water in
the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of
obedience symbolizing the be-
liever’s faith in a crucified,
buried, and risen Saviour, the be-
liever’s death to sin, the burial of
the old life, and the resurrection
to walk in newness of life in
Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to
his faith in the final resurrection
of the dead. Being a church ordi-
nance, it is prerequisite to the
privileges of church membership
and to the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord’s Supper is a
symbolic act of obedience
whereby members of the
church, through partaking of
the bread and the fruit of the
vine, memorialize the death of
the Redeemer and anticipate
His second coming.

VIIL The Lord’s Day

The first day of the week is
the Lord’s Day. It is a Christian
institution for regular obser-
vance. It commemorates the res-
urrection of Christ from the dead
and should be employed in exer-
cises of worship and spiritual
— See next page
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— Continued from page 4.
both public and private. Activi-
ties on the Lord’s Day should be
commensurate with the Christ-
ian’s conscience under the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ.

IX. The Kingdom
The Kingdom of God in-
cludes both His general sover-
eignty over the universe and His
particular kingship over men who
willfully acknowledge Him as
King. Particularly the Kingdom
is the realm of salvation into
which men enter by trustful,
childlike commitment to Jesus
Christ. Christians ought to pray
and to labor that the Kingdom
may come and God’s will be
done on earth. The full consum-
mation of the Kingdom awaits
the return of Jesus Christ and the
end of this age.
X. Last Things
God, in His own time and in
His own way, will bring the
world to its appropriate and. Ac-
cording to His promise, Jesus
Christ will return personally and
visibly in glory to the earth; the
dead will be raised; and Christ
will judge all men in righteous-
ness. The unrighteous will be
consigned to Hell, the place of
everlasting punishment. The
righteous in their resurrected and
glorified bodies will receive their
reward and will dwell forever in
Heaven with the Lord.
XI1. Evangelism and Missions
It is the duty and privilege of
every follower of Christ and of
every church of the Lord Jesus
Christ to endeavor to make disci-
ples of all nations. The new birth
of man'’s spirit by God’s Holy
Spirit means the birth of love for
others. Missionary effort on the
part of all rests thus upon a spiri-
tual necessity of the regenerate
lifexand is expressly and repeat-
edly commanded in the teachings
of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ
has commanded the preaching of
the gospel to all nations. It is the
duty of every child of God to
seek constantly to win the lost to
Christ by verbal witness under-
girded by a Christian lifestyle,
and by other methods in harmony
with the gospel of Chnst.
XIIL Education
Christianity is the faith of en-
lightenment and intelligence. In
Jesus Christ abide all the trea-

- sures of wisdom and knowledge.

All sound learning is, therefore, a
part of our Christian heritage.
The new birth opens all human
faculties and creates a thirst for
knowledge. Moreover, the cause
of education in the Kingdom of
Christ is co-ordinate with the
causes of missions and general
benevolence, and should receive
along with these the liberal sup-
port of the churches. An adequate
system of Christian education 1s
necessary to a complete spiritual
program for Christ’s people.

In Christian education there
should be a proper balance be-
tween academic freedom and
academic responsibility. Free-
dom in any orderly relationship
of human life is always limited
and never absolute. The freedom
of a teacher in a Christian school,
college, or seminary is limited by
the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ,
by the authoritative nature of the
Seriptures, and by the distinct
purpose for which the school ex-
IStS.

XIIL. Stewardship

God is the source of all bless-

ings, temporal and spiritual; all
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that we have and are we owe to
Him. Christians have a spiritual
debtorship to the whole world, a
holy trusteeship in the gospel,
and a binding stewardship in
their possessions. They are there-
fore under obligation to serve
Him with their time, talents, and
material possessions; and should
recognize all these as entrusted to
them to use for the glory of God
and for helping others. Accord-
ing to the Scriptures, Christians
should contribute of their means
cheerfully, regularly, systemati-
cally, proportionately, and liber-
ally for the advancement of the
Redeemer’s cause on earth.
XIV. Co-Operation
Christ’s people should, as oc-
casion requires, organize such as-
sociations and conventions as
may best secure co-operation for
the great objects of the kingdom
of God. Such organizations have
no authority over one another or
over the churches. They are vol-
untary and advisory bodies de-
signed to elicit, combine, and di-
rect the energies of our people in
the most effective manner. Mem-
bers of New Testament churches
should co-operate with one an-
other in carrying forward the
missionary, educational, and ben-
evelent ministries for the exten-
sion of Christ’s kingdom. Christ-
ian unity in the New Testament
sense 1s spiritual harmony and
voluntary co-operation for com-
mon ends by various groups of
Christ’s people. Co-operation is
desirable between the various
Christian denominations, when
the end to be attained is itself jus-
tified, and when such co-opera-
tion involves no violation of con-
science or compromise of loyalty
to Christ and his Word as re-
vealed in the New Testament,
XYV. The Christian and the
Social Order
Every Christian is under
obligation to seek to make the
will of Christ supreme in his own
life and in human society. Means
and methods used for the im-
provement of society and the es-
tablishment of righteousness
among men can be truly and per-
manently helpful only when they
are rooted in the regeneration of
the individual by the saving
grace of God in Christ Jesus. The
Christian should oppose in the
spirit of Christ every form of
greed, selfishness, and vice. He
should work to provide for the
orphaned, the needy, the aged,
the helpless, and the sick. Every
Christian should seek to bring in-
dustry, government, and society
as a whole under the sway of the
principles of righteousness, truth,
and brotherly love. In order to
promote these ends Christians
should be ready to work with all
men of good will in any good
cause, always being careful to act
in the spirit of love without com-
promising their loyalty to Christ
and his truth.

XVL Peace and War

It is the duty of Chnistians to
seek peace with all men on prin-
ciples of righteousness. In accor-
dance with the spirit and teach-
ings of Christ they should do all
in their power to put an end to
war.
The true remedy for the war
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that we have and are we owe to
Him. Chnistians have a spiritual
debtorship to the whole world, a
holy trusteeship in the gospel,
and a binding stewardship in
their possessions. They are there-
fore under obligation to serve
Him with their time, talents, and
material possessions; and should
recognize all these as entrusted to
them to use for the glory of God
and for helping others. Accord-
ing to the Scriptures, Christians
should contribute of their means
cheerfully, regularly, systemati-
cally, proportionately, and liber-
ally for the advancement of the
Redeemer’s cause on earth.
XIV. Cooperation
Christ’s people should, as oc-
casion requires, organize such as-
sociations and conventions as
may best secure cooperation for
the great objects of the Kingdom
of God. Such organizations have
no authority over one another or
over the churches. They are vol-
untary and advisory bodies de-
signed to elicit, combine, and di-
rect the energies of our people in
the most effective manner. Mem-
bers of New Testament churches
should cooperate with one anoth-
er in carrying forward the mis-
sionary, educational, and benevo-
lent ministries for the extension
of Christ’s Kingdom. Christian
unity in the New Testament
sense is spiritual harmony and
voluntary cooperation for com-
mon ends by various groups of
Christ’s people. Cooperation is
desirable between the various
Christian denominations, when
the end to be attained is itself jus-
tified, and when such coopera-_
tion involves no violation of con-
science or compromise of loyalty
to Christ and His Word as re-
vealed in the New Testament.
XV. The Christian and the
Social Order
All Christians are under
obligation to seek to make the
will of Christ supreme in our
own lives and in human society.
Means and methods used for the
improvement of society and the
establishment of righteousness
among men can be truly and per-
manently helpful only when they
are rooted in the regeneration of
the individual by the saving
grace of God in Jesus Christ. In
the spirit of Christ, Christians
should oppose racism, every
form of greed, selfishness, and
vice, and all forms of sexual im-
morality, including adultery, ho-
mosexuality, and pornography.
We should work to provide for
the orphaned, the needy, the
abused, the aged, the helpless,
and the sick. We should speak on
behalf of the unborn and contend
for the sanctity of all human life
from conception to natural death.
Every Christian should seek to
bring industry, government, and
society as a whole under the
sway of the principles of nght-
eousness, truth, and brotherly
love. In order to promote these
ends Christians should be ready
to work with all men of good will
in any good cause, always being
careful to act in the spirit of love
without compromising their loy-
alty to Christ and His truth.
XVL Peace and War
It is the duty of Christians to
seek peace with all men on prin-
ciples of righteousness. In accor-
dance wjth the spirit and teach-
ings of Christ they should do all
in their power to put an end (o
war

The true remedy for the war
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spirit is the gospel of our Lord.
The supreme need of the world 1s
the acceptance of His teachings
in all the affairs of men and na-
tions, and the practical applica-
tion of His law of love.

XVIIL. Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of the con-
science, and He has left it free
from the doctrines and com-
mandments of men which are
contrary to His Word or not con-
tained in it. Church and state
should be separate. The state
owes to every church protection
and full freedom in the pursuit of
its spiritual ends. In providing for
such freedom no ecclesiastical
group or denomination should be
favored by the state more than
others. Civil government being
ordained of God, it is the duty of
Christians to render loyal obedi-
ence thereto in all things not con-
trary to the revealed will of God.
The church should not resort to
the civil power to carry on its
work. The gospel of Christ con-
templates spiritual means alone
for the pursuit of its ends. The
state has no right to impose
penalties for religious opinions of
any kind. The state has no right
to impose taxes for the support of
any form of religion. A free
church in a free state is the Chris-
tian ideal, and this implies the
right of free and unhindered ac-
cess to God on the part of all men
and the nght to form and propa-
gate opinions in the sphere of re-
ligion without interference by the
civil power.

XVIII. The Family

God has ordained the family
as the foundational institution of
human society. It is composed of
persons related to one another by
marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one
man and one woman in covenant
commitment for a lifetime. It is
God’s unique gift to provide for
the man and the woman in mar-
riage the framework for intimate
companionship, the channel for
sexual expression according (o
biblical standards, and the means
for procreation of the human
race.

The husband and wife are of
equal worth before God, since
both are created in God’s image.
The marriage relationship models
the way God relates to His peo-
ple. A husband is to love his wife
as Christ loved the church. He
has the God-given responsibility
to provide for, to protect, and to
lead his family. A wife is to sub-
mit herself graciously to the ser-
vant leadership of her husband
even as the church willingly sub-
mits to the headship of Christ.
She, being in the image of God
as is her husband and thus equal
to him, has the God-given re-
sponsibility to respect her hus-
band and to serve as his helper in
managing the household and nur-
turing the next generation.

Children, from the moment
of conception, are a blessing and
heritage from the Lord. Parents
are to demonstrate to their chil-
dren God's pattern for marriage.
Parents are to teach their chil-
dren spiritual and moral values
and to lead them, through consis-
tent lifestyle example and loving
discipline, to make choices
based on biblical truth. Children
are to honor and obey their par-
ents. W
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spirit is the gospe!l of our Lord
The supreme need of the world 1s
the acceptance of His teachings
in all the affairs of men and na-
tions, and the practical applica-
tion of His law of love. Chnistian
people throughout the world
should pray for the reign of the
Prince of Peace.

XVIL. Religious Liberty

God alone is Lord of the con-
science, and He has left it free
from the doctrines and com-
mandments of men which are
contrary to His Word or not con-
tained in it. Church and state
should be separate. The state
owes to every church protection
and full freedom in the pursuit of
its spiritual ends. In providing for
such freedom no ecclesiastical
group or denomination should be
favored by the state more than
others. Civil government being
ordained of God, it is the duty of
Chnistians to render loyal obedi-
ence thereto in all things not con-
trary to the revealed will of God.
The church should not resort to
the civil power to carry on its
work. The gospel of Christ con-
templates spiritual means alone
for the pursuit of its ends. The
state has no right to impose
penalties for religious opinions of
any kind. The state has no right
to impose taxes for the support of
any form of religion. A free
church in a free state is the Chris-
tian ideal, and this implies the
right of free and unhindered ac-
cess to God on the part of all
men, and the right to form and
propagate opinions in the sphere
of religion without interference
by the civil power,

XVIIL. The Family
God has ordained the family

as the foundational institution of
human society. It is composed of
persons related to one another by
marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of.one
man and one woman in covenant
commitment for a lifetime. It is
God’s unique gift to reveal the
union between Christ and His
church and to provide for the
man and the woman in marriage
the framework for intimate com-
panionship, the channel of sexual
expression according to biblical
standards, and the means for pro-
creation of the human race.

The husband and wife are of
equal worth before God, since
both are created in God’s image.
The marriage relationship models
the way God relates to His peo-
ple. A husband is to love his wife
as Christ loved the church. He
has the God-given responsibility
to provide for, to protect, and to
lead his family. A wife is to sub-
mit herself graciously to the ser-
vant leadership of her husband
even as the church willingly sub-
mits to the headship of Christ.
She, being in the image of God
as is her husband and thus equal
to him, has the God-given re-
sponsibility to respect her hus-
band and to serve as his helper in
managing the household and nur-
turing the next generation.

Children, from the moment
of conception, are a blessing and
heritage from the Lord. Parents
are to demonstrate to their chil-
dren God’s pattern for marriage.
Parents are to teach their chil-
dren spiritual and moral values
and to lead them, through consis-
tent lifestyle example and loving
discipline, to make choices
based on biblical truth. Children
are to honor and obey their par-
ents.




One word that describes B:lly Graham — faithful

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor

A Christian icon is coming to Middle Ten-
nessee — Billy Graham.

Two words immediately come to mind —
evangelism and faithfulness.

To many people, Graham is a worldwide
symbol of evangelism. He has preached the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to more people in live
audiences than anyone else in history —
more than 210 million people in more than
185 countries and territories. Add to that mil-
lions more who have heard him through radio
and television broadcasts of his crusades.

In addition, through films, Decision mag-
azine, and the “Hour of Decision” radio pro-
gram, along with a syndicated newspaper
column, millions of viewers, readers, and lis-
teners have been encouraged in their growth
in Christian faith and prayer.

Only God in heaven knows for sure how
many lives have been affected by the preach-
ing of Billy Graham.

For countless others, the name Billy Gra-
ham brings to mind the definition of a true,
steadfast Christian — faithful to God, faith-
ful to God’s Word.

Billy Graham has been preaching God’s
Word for nearly 60 years. He preached his
first crusade in 1949 and founded his evan-
gelistic association a year later. He has
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Billy Graham

June 1-4 at Adelphia Coliseum

He uses different people who have Christian
messages to help attract “crowds” to hear
the Word of God proclaimed. But one thing
over all these years remains the same and
that is the message itself. The Word of God
has not changed and Billy Graham makes no
bones about it. He preaches straight from
“the Word” without compromise.

As with all great leaders, Graham has not
been without critics. He has been criticized
for not publicly taking stands on social con-
cerns and other issues over the years.

Graham basically has taken the approach
of sticking to what God has called him to do
— preach the Word and help evangelize a
lost world. He has kept from being distract-
ed. He says it best: “My one purpose in life is

with God, which, I believe, comes through
knowing Christ.”

As Southern Baptlsts we can take pride
that Graham is “one of us.” Yet, Graham tran-
scends denominational barriers.

The upcoming Middle Tennessee crusade at
Adelphia Coliseum June 1-4 is a prime exam-
ple. More than 575 churches representing 48
denominations throughout the region have
participated in a year-long effort to bring about
this crusade.

No doubt, Middle Tennesseans (along with
others from throughout Tennessee and sur-
rounding states) will turn out in droves. Let’s
face it — Billy Graham is 81 years old and will
not be able to continue doing crusades forever.
Though this is his seventh crusade in Ten-
nessee, it is his first since 1979 and it could be
his last appearance in the Volunteer State.

Don’t go just to say you heard Billy Graham
in person. Go expecting him to say something
that will change your life. Most importantly,
don’t go alone. Take someone who does not
know Christ or who has drifted from Christ
with you. Statistics show that many who make
decisions at a Graham crusade were there. be-
cause someone invited them or took them.

Pray for Billy Graham and the entire crusade
team along with the thousands of volunteers
who are working to make this crusade a success.
Pray for people to attend who need to be there.

found different ways to deliver God’s Word.

to help people find a personal relationship

The Kingdom of God stands to gain.-B&R

Chlldren across state hide God’s Word in hearis

In April more than 1,000 boys
and girls in grades four-six all

across Tennessee gathered at
various locations to share their
knowledge of the Bible during the
state Bible Drill competitions.
The children competed in four
types of Bible memorization —-
from looking up books of the
Bible, locating key passages,
quoting verses when the refer-
ence is given, and completing
verses when a portion of the
verse is given and giving the ref-

erence. “Easy,” you think. These
responses must be done within a
10-second time period.

While this seems like a lot of
work, the real reward comes lat-
er when a driller comes to you
and says, “At school, my best
friend’s cousin was killed. I
didn’t know how to help until I
remembered some of the verses I
learned in Bible drill.” Emphasis
is given upon “the hiding of

God’s Word.” An added bonus of
the drill is the multitude of lead-
ers who help the children learn
the verses and the 66 books of
the Bible.

At a time when children have
such turmoil around them, the
learning of God’s Word can bring
peace. For more information
about all aspects of Bible drills,

including training, call me at 1-
800-558-2090, ext. 2081. B

Believers need to explore depths of truths already known

Editor’s Note: Kevin Shrum is
pastor of Inglewood Baptist
Church, Nashville. He will write
this new column on a regular ba-
SLS.

My dad has a basset hound
Sabastian. Basset hounds have
an incredible sense of smell. The
only problem is that Sabastian
loves to put his nose to the
ground and go wherever it leads
— even 1if the trail is long since
cold.

Sabastian reminds me of
many modern-day believers who
love to seek after supposed new
truths, their spiritual noses
leading them down long since
cold trails of theological inquiry.
The smell of being “enlightened”
1s too enticing for some modern
believers who don’t want to ap-
pear unsophisticated and archa-
ic to a world so well-informed
and up-to-date.

In the process, various bibli-
cal truths have often been wa-

tered down or abandoned alto-
gether. For example, the recent
claims of the Jesus Seminar that
Jesus never really said the vast
majority of the things recorded
in the Gospels is a now dis-
proven and discredited remake
of the quest for the “real, histori-
cal Jesus.”

Further, many mainline de-
nominations cannot declare a
clear position on such issues as
homosexuality, adultery, the
uniqueness of Jesus Christ, and
the basic parameters of salva-
tion by grace through faith in Je-
sus Christ alone. Many believe
that there must be new truth
claims in relation to these signif-
icant areas of concern. Surely

there are no fixed, eternal
truths, some would say?

The problem is that the
church functions in a world that
despises any kind of certitude. If
one declares a position of convic-
tion on a particular subject that
person is labeled narrow-mind-
ed, unsophisticated, even bigot-
ed. On the other hand, open
mindedness, a search after truth
whether one discovers truth or
not, and a desire to be tolerant
are supposed evidences of a ma-
ture adult.

But has this ‘Sabastian type’
of truth-seeking been productive
for the church? Of course, God
wants his children to seek truth.
Truth sets people free (John

8:32). But is it new truths that
we need to discover? Or, new di-
mensions to truths already
known? Believers must continue
to seek and explore the depths of
already known truths, discover-
ing news ways to apply already
revealed truth.

Let’s resolve that we will not
be “Sabastian type” truth seek-
ers who love the search for truth
more than truth itself.

Let us be thoughtful seekers
of further understandings of
truths already revealed and
known. Let’s let Sabastian know
that the trail to enlightenment
is long since cold and leads only
to fruitless, destructive non-
truth claims. &

Church of the Covered Dish

By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir City
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THEY'RE STANPING NEXT TO
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Start with a smile l
|

Jane (in a crowded offic
a hot day when the air ¢
tioning was broken): “Uh Mk
I'm afraid someone’s denﬂu R
isn’t working.” File Cl |
“Can’t be me. I'm not.wea o
any.”

Take this truth

Rules are made for every
not merely your friends
neighbors. In other wnrdi
one is above the law. J

Memorize this Script

“First, take the log l'.lt
your own eye and then yn,u
be able to see clearly to!
the speck out of your brot|
eye.” — Matthew 7:5, TEV

Pray this prayer

“Lord, help me to remer
my actions speak so loudly §
ple seldom hear what I am
ing.” @ — Wood can be e-m
at drfredwood @aol.com

Partnership |
Prayer Request: §i:
May ) c
24 — Pray for Community Sl
Hope Church in Vancouvt
British Columbia, Canad:
which has moved intoan
building.downtown. =

25 — Pray for a Messianic
Jew church start in Fllllt
Mich.

26 — Pray for Art and Dot Bk
Dennis, IMB ISC Nicarag S
Dlsaster Response Volunt i
coordinators, as they sche s
ule recovery projects tohi Bl
victims of Hurricane Mife S

27 — Pray for churches in
Michigan without pastors

28 — Pray for Tina Butts,
IMB missionary to Portug | §
She has been diagnosed ¥ I §
a cyst which is affecting b
vision. Pray for healing.

29 — Pray for a vision to
reach all the language
groups, which may becom |
part of the Baptist State
Convention of Michigan.

30 — Pray for Immanuﬂ” |
lowship Church in Vaneo!
ver as the church seeksa | 5
pastor. |

31 — Pray for Craige and
Ellen Steele, IMB missior
ies to Brazil, who areon |
stateside ass:gnment in t!




'hgln past months have
;ghﬁ many significant first
» events for Tennessee Bap-
g. Many new and exciting
its have taken place to enrich
lives of mis-
rary volun-
"8 and
-ches in mis-
5

n March we
red the first
" training for |
ociational [
‘anteer coor- “——
jlm:(AVCH).
mnessee 1is
first state to have AVCs and
rly one half of the associa-
s have selected or elected
eone for this important posi-

SHARP

a April, the first Minister of
sions Conference was offered.
Minister of Missions Confer-
+ will now be an annual con-
nce. I believe Ministers of
sions will be one of the most
tegic positions in the local
*ch in the 21st Century. The
isters of Missions Conference
~asgsist in the networking of
/e ministers. Note: A Mimg-
of Missions Forum now ex-
_at the TBC Web Site. To en-
:%he password protected fo-
-g. gontact me at (615) 371-
7 or 1-800-558-2090 to receive
password.
n May, another first, the In-
| \ational Missions Training In-
ute was premiered at the
»tist Center in Brentwood.
s training is offered to every-
planning to serve interna-
mlly-on a volunteer missions

l‘hln past week the first Youth
srnational Missions Training
titute was offered. This first-
e event for the Southern Bap-
Convention was held in con-
ction with the International
ssion Board.
Coming in July is still another
t-time event, the Internation-
Missions Team Leader Train-
. If you are planning on lead-
‘an international mission trip,
1 will want to plan on attend-
' this special event.
Maybe this year could be a
st for you to participate in a
ssion trip. If so let us help you
d a project and train you to go
t on the mission trip. It excites
' to see the many wonderful
portunities available to Ten-

ssee Baptists — don’t miss out
a single one!
In Christ,

E .
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Tennessee missionary serves in Porfugal

By Marcia Knox
For “The Macedonian Call”

A TBC/NAMB Missionary based in
Tennessee recently led a volunteer mis-
sionary supervision conference and con-
sulted with IMB missionaries in Portugal
on using Tennessee Baptist volunteers.

Bill Black, Smoky Mountain Resort
Ministries director, traveled April 5-16
across Portugal visiting missionaries in
their work areas and made suggestions on
how to use Tennessee volunteers in their
work.

“By making suggestions on using Ten-
nessee volunteers to the missionaries, it
gave the missionaries a whole new possi-
bility and energy level for their min-
istries,” Black said.

Black visited missionaries Steve and
Tommie Smith in Lisbon where he based
his observations on the main people
areas of transportation, business, sports,
and tourism centers. Black suggested
street ministry in the transportation cen-
ters where buses and trains depart, shop-
ping visitation in the business centers
downtown, sports camps with volunteer
teams interacting with fans at sports sta-
dium events, and performance ministry
in the tourist areas.

During the Conference on Volunteers
April 11-12 in Bombarral, Black taught

the missionaries
orientation, su-
pervision skills,
volunteer man-
agement skills
and resources,
how to generate
ideas for volun-
teer teams, and
how to generate
excitement about
the overall proj-
ect.

When Black
visited with mis-
sionaries Don
and Rose McCain
in Bombarral, he
participated in a
baptismal service
on the beach for a
young woman
from Ireland who
had become a Christian through contact
with the McCains.

According to Black, this baptism was a
significant moment for Don McCain, a na-
tional pastor, and himself because it sym-
bolized the blending together of a local
Portuguese church, a new cell church, and
a Tennessee volunteer.

Black also visited with missionaries,
Norman and Gunita Harrell, who work in

IMB MISSIONARY Don McCain baptizes a young woman from Ireland
on the beach in Portugal. Bill Black participated in the service.

the Algarve region, which serves as a ma-
jor beach resort with 5 million visitors per
year. It was Black’s recommendation that
all resort and beach ministries could be
used in the area.

“The Harrells were doing everything
right, but were seeking help in terms of
work direction and work load,” Black not-
ed. “I suggested why not have Tennessee
volunteers do it for you.” ®

Fairview group returns, pray for new Rio friends

By Marcia Knox
For “The Macedonian Call”

“When I pray for people now
in Brazil, it has taken on a
new meaning in my life from
what it has meant to me in the
past,” according to a TBC em-
ployee, who worked April 28-
May 7 in evangelism and help-
ing with a revival.

Dianna Hughes, Missions
Awareness and Involvement
Group Administrative assis-
tant to the Group Leader, her
husband Harry Hughes, Diane
and Ricky Campbell, and team
leader and youth minister
Shawn Stutz, all members of
First Baptist Church, Fair-
view, have a new perspective
about people in Rio de Janeiro
since they have visited there.

This is especially true for
Dianna Hughes and other
members of the MAI team,
who gather almost every week-
day morning to pray for the
many partnership prayer
needs. She now has names and
faces to put with her Rio de
Janeiro prayer requests.

“Christ’s love to me is the

same in any language,” she
said. “God used a lot of the ex-
periences that we've had in the
past to share Christ’s love with
the people we met in Rio de
Janeiro, and to show them how
Christ’s love has helped us
work through things.”

One of the many Brazilian
families that the Hugheses are
praying for is a Christian
mother with cancer and a new-
ly discipled husband who ac-
cepted Christ when they visit-
ed the family. There are also
two Christian children in the
home and a grandmother, who
did not accept Christ.

Another home that they are
praying for is the home of an
elderly diabetic man who has
had parts of his leg removed
three times. In the home, the
man, his daughter, and
nephew accepted Christ on
their visit.

The last person the Hughe-
ses expected to meet in a home
and pray with was a lady spiri-
tist, who had the front part of
her hair dyed purple and sunk-
in eyes.

The spiritist also had a rest-

less blackbird in a cage and a
hairless dog in her home.

When they talked the
woman was distracted and
never made eye contact. The
spiritist became uncomfortable
with the Hugheses’ questions
about salvation and invited
her neighbors over to meet
them. The neighbors happened
to be Christians.

“She told us she was
glad that we brought Jesus
into her house, but that
she had her own religion,”
Hughes noted. “We joined
hands and prayed for her
as we left her house, and I
hugged her.”

These are only some of
the 51 decisions that the
Fairview team experi-
enced in Rio de Janeiro as
they led in nightly re-
vivals at the First Baptist
Church of Barros Filho.
In addition to these, there
were several decisions
made at a school, which
the team visited.

Stutz preached nightly
through an interpreter
and team members shared

their testimonies. The Ten-
nessee team was also support-
ed on their daily visitation by
First Church of Barros Filho
staff, members, and youth.

“Going to Rio de Janeiro has
changed my prayer life on how
I look at missions,” said Dian-
na Hughes. “Missions has be-
come real to me.” BER

VISITING the Christ Statute in Rio
are, from left, Harry Hughes, Diane
Campbell, Dianna Hughes, Ricky
Campbell and Shawn Stutz all of First
Baptist Church, Fairview.
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By Marcia Knox
For “The Macedonian Call”

“I will never be the same
person who left Pulaski, Ten-
nessee, on March 31, 2000,”
according to a Partnership/
Missions volunteer, who re-
cently returned from a
prayerwalking trip to Portu-
gal.

Dot Solomon, a member of
Highland Baptist Church,
Pulaski, had never been out
of the United States on a
Partnership/Missions trip
when she prayerwalked
March 31- April 9 along with
13 others in Portimao and
Lagos, Portugal.

“I will forever be thankful
to the Lord for allowing me to
serve him in this place,” said
Soloman. “My life will forever
be changed. My spiritual be-
ing has been be enriched by
this experience.”

“I had been feeling led by
the Lord to do a Partner-
ship/Volunteer Missions
project when I attended the
1999 Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention at First Baptist
Church, Franklin,” said Joe
Evans, pastor of Highland
Church and team leader. “I
talked with IMB missionary

to Portugal John Butts in
the exhibit area at the con-
vention and also to Nell and

Highland Church.”

This nuclear group decided
to pray about the mission
trip; and the project was of-
fered to all the churches in
the Giles County Baptist As-
sociation.

Others responding to the
prayerwalking project were:
Madge and Chris Atkinson,
pastor of Elkton Baptist
Church, Elkton; Rose Cartee,
Becky Evans, wife of Joe
Evans, Rebin Hood, Barbara
Hottenstein, Wanda and
Mike Siniard, and Charles
Solomon, all of Highland
Church; and Linda Smith,
Oak Grove Baptist Church,
Goodspring.

When the team arrived in
Lisbon, Portugal, they trav-
eled around 150 miles by bus
to Portimao where they were
to prayerwalk with IMB mis-
sionaries Norman and Gunita

Harrell of Portimao, journey-

man Rebecca Porter, and
British pastor and wife team
of David and Valerie Red-
daway from Hereford Baptist
Church in England.

“Portugal is a mix of 98%
Catholicism, and the rest
witchceraft, voodoo, Satanism,
and demonic activity,” said
Joe Evans. “We saw hopeless-

ness, despair, and discour-
agement in people’s faces.
“We were advised by the

were walking and to keep our
eyes open so not to cause con-
cern. Praying with our eyes
open was different for us.”

Since Nell Franks under-
went cancer surgery prior to
the trip, the team opted out
to stay at a bed and breakfast
in Portimao where a variety
of meals could be served. The
owner of the bed and break-
fast was a German woman,
who was witnessed to by the
team. Several members of the
team felt an unknown pres-
ence in the home.

The team worshiped Sun-
day, April 2, at the Interna-
tional Church in Portimao.

During the English service in

the morning Joe Evans spoke,
and in the Portuguese service
at night Chris Atkinson
spoke.

The next day the team
used the church as a kind of
headquarters to depart from
while working in prayerwalk-
ing teams of three as they
prayed in the vicinity near
the church which had apart-
ment buildings, schools, hos-
pitals.

One prayer group stayed
in the church and prayed
for Portimao and for the
other prayer teams as they
left the church. The team
also distributed church pub-
licity to many hotels in the

tourist area with a beach.

The team traveled Tuesday,
April 4, to Lagos, a city of over
20,000 that does not have a

Baptist presence. The team .

discovered that Lagos is a city
full of social problems with
drugs, skinheads, and evil.
The missionaries had
asked the team to pray

around the old portion of the

city, which had an ancient
wall. The team followed the
wall all the way around to
dedicate everything inside
and outside to the Lord.

“Brother Harrell, Dot, and I
stood on the hilltop by the wall
looking down on the city of La-
gos with its beauty and the
harbor while praying for the
people,” said Charles Solomon.
“What a beautiful thought it
would be if the lives of the peo-
ple there were as beautiful as
the city and its harbor.”

“We began to sense the veil
of darkness being lifted in
both cities of Portimao and La-
gos,” said Evans. “We didn’t do
any harvesting; we did sow-
ing.”

The next day in Lagos, the
team visited the storefront
building where the Harrells
hoped to establish a new min-
istry center near the beach.
The team was on hand when

the missionaries received the

key and helped clean up the

got to the very top and Ma“ﬂ |

Htghland Church, Pulaski, prayerwalks in Portugal

spiritual cleansing. Chs ﬁq
Sullivan and Mike Sinia f_ .
stalled the light fixtures fo,
the new ministry center. &
“We thought it was signifi
cant that the week we we@ r J|F
Portugal was the week thaj. ‘
the missionaries moved int(
the center, and we held a wor :'
ship service,” said Evans. I
“Because we had sta)re*d al ' '
!
H
|

the bed and breakfast; Wil
saved over $300 in Ame”"_’“_""
money which we gave tmth;
mission as a down payment' 0]
the ministry center, whicl
amounted to $7,000 in Bscllﬂ |
0s.”

A group of six ladies in 5'%
ing Gunita Harrell traw
Friday, Aprll 7, to Mnnc]:mln
a town in the nearby mﬂuL
tains to climb to the top ¢ ;'
mountain to pray for the en |
area.

“When we went to thi
mountains of Monchique, wi |

“We had an awesome -u -'
ence from up there where*f_'j’ |
saw what God created. Whe
we went down the mountai |
with the people, we saw h'fii
man has cnrrupted what Gq
has given.” :
“Now that we ha_' |

turned, we all want to go 'Eac

Bobby Franks, members of

'.

For “The Macedonian Call”

It’s not how you get there on a mis-
sion trip, it's what happens to you that
makes the trip worthwhile, according to
a Belmont University BSU S.P.O.T.S.
team, who were rerouted to Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, through Caracas,
Venezuela, and twice through Atlanta,
Georgia.

“In spite of the difficulty getting to
Rio de Janeiro, and the challenging
work we faced there, ask any team
member in Belmont’s Rio 2000 mission
trip if they would do'it again and they
would say, ‘in a New York minute,” ”
said Matthew Kerlin, Belmont Univer-
sity minister.

“Mission trips are not easy, glam-
orous, restful, vacations, and all fun
and games. We worked a 120-hour week
and returned exhausted.”

The Belmont team of 35 students
and six staff members had boarded
their plane and prepared to depart
Nashville International Airport March
10 when their pilot informed them that
on the previous flight their plane had
been struck by lightening on the nose
and which had exited out the wing.

Photos of the wing were sent to At-
lanta for ifistructions concerning repair
and approval for take-off from Nash-
ville. Several faxes, a couple of strips of
metal tape, and two hours later, the
team flew out of Nashville to Atlanta to
make a connection to Rio de Janeiro.

The plane arrived late in Atlanta;

missionaries to pray as we

and the team found out that they
missed the flight to Rio de Janeiro. New
arrangements were then made to travel
on to Rio de Janeiro; and the team
spent the night at the Atlanta Airport
Days Inn.

The next day in Atlanta 36 members
of the team were given boarding passes
to Caracas and then to Rio de Janeiro.
Four members of the team were
rescheduled to travel on the plane that
they missed the night before to Rio de
Janeiro. The team’s photographer John
Bamber, a Belmont student, made all
his flights and arrived in Rio de Janeiro
to wonder what happened to the team.

When the 36 arrived in Caracus to
board their flight to Rio de Janeiro, the
gate attendants had no record of the
team’s existence. Stranded in the Cara-
cas airport, the team practiced their
drama presentations, worshiped, and
told travelers about Jesus. At 2 a.m. the
team was taken to the Eurubulldmg Ho-
tel to spend the night.

Meanwhile the group of four arrived
in Rio de Janeiro Sunday morning,
found the photographer, and went to
work serving with the churches. Then
the 36 boarded a plane to return to At-
lanta and finally connected with a flight
to Rio de Janeiro. Travel duration from
Nashville to Rio de Janeiro was three
nights and four days for 36 people.

For five days, five teams of six to
eight students fanned out over the city
in churches, neighborhoods, slums,
schools, orphanages, country clubs, lep-

Praia da Rocha area, a

Belmont students minister in Rio durmg sprlng brea-"i_ff:

er colonies, malls, grocery
stores, and flea markets.

“We made over 100
home visits and spoke in
nearly 20 schools includ-
ing elementary schools,
high schools, universities,
and a seminary,” added
Kerlin. “We worked with
eight different churches
to lead in 16 separate
worship services with
reaching around 800 peo-
ple.”

Ministry activities in-
cluded music, puppets,
balloons, preaching, dra- :Cutter
ma, visitation, testimonies, clowning,
prayerwalking, panel discussion, sports,
and recreation.

“Many students had the-lr first oppor-
tunities to preach and had expressed
how fearful they’d been about the trip
before they left for Rio de Janeiro. How
calm they were once they arrived in
Brazil and even as they proclaimed
God’s word through a translator to a
group of people who did not speak their
language.”

A total of 10 team members had
preached sermons, and dozens led in
worship with dramatic skits, instru-
mental and vocal music. All of the stu-
dents had opportunities to share the
Gospel, and share their testimonies,
and most were able to lead someone to
Christ.

“There were over 50 Brazilians who

building, dedicate it, and do a

WORKING with children in Rio are Belmont Unwem
BSU members, from left, Jennifer Creason and Tef&.

if they would trade the hassle of o

field as a career. Five students ha

missions trips, and I’ll say

both absolutely.”

to Purtugal said Evans I !|

prayed to receive Christ as a .res-l'_-il_lﬁ |
our ministry. Many students told
ries of how people they’d spoken 1
came to Christ with some demonah‘ﬂ _
ing great emotion,” said Kerlin,

“Ask any of the trip’s adult aponsn

trip for a leisurely vacation, and they
say, ‘not in 1000 years! ” bl

Several students expressed that,@i
might be calling them to the missit

planned to return to Rio de Janeir
mission work this summer. A
“Ask me if God changes lives thou|

through laughter or tears, and perha
(From a report b}ﬁM
Kerlin, Belmont University Campus min
ter, and Tonya Dean, University Ministri
program assistant.)




SU students spend fhetr spring break in Portugal

1e Macedonian Call”

9.member BSU S.P.O.T.S. team
\ustin Peay State University in
wille served in Porto, Portugal,

4-12 working in evangelism and
onstruction at a Baptist orphan-

3 was the first American team to
at the Portuguese Evangelical
an orphanage started by a Bap-
wstor and his wife, according to
lexander, Collegiate Ministry
list at Austin Peay. The team did
ng at the orphanage and also
1 with the children during Carni-
ile they were out of school.
ides Alexander, the team includ-
stelle Alexander, wife of Jim
nder, both of FBC, Clarksville;
Chambers, First Baptist Church
ryville; Justin Slivensky, Grace
t Church, Clarksville; Kirsty and
1 Donahue, both of Grace Baptist
h, Nashville; Krista Hampton,
int Plains Baptist Church, Jack-
pnald Morgan, Oakland Free Will
st Church, Ashland City;
1an Morris, Grace Bible Church,
rt; Sarah Neal, New Vision Fel-
| ip Church, Clarksville; Elisa
a8, Maryville Evangelical Church,
rille; Stephanie Wilson, Hillcrest
it Church, Clarksville; and Rebec-
e, Trenton Baptist Church, Tren-
y.
tere were 13 of us on the team
veriodically show up at Austin
State University’s Baptist Stu-
Jnion, Clarksville,” said Sliven-
41l of us were in desperate need of
'k, but we did not take that break.
ent to Porto to keep getting up
to keep working hard, to keep
1g up late, and to keep sharing
-:'l;he'?a day full of airport hassles
n eight-hour flight, we landed in
n, Portugal, only to load up on a

abama health care team returns to Rio

JUSTIN SILVENSKY, left of Tennessee
Jjust finished painting the face of this child
who is a resident of the Portuguese
Evangelical Home.

train to travel for another three and
one-half hours. It was the beginning of
one of the most beautiful and memo-
rable weeks God has let us experience.”

The Portuguese Evangelical Home is
a combination of a children’s home and
a new senior home in separate build-
ings. The team lived at the senior home
for the week, which opened two weeks
before their arrival.

“Our project was to paint the living
quarters of the children’s home,” noted
Silvensky. “This is the home of 85 chil-
dren who range in age from infancy to
adults whose parents are not able to af-
ford them, are not well enough to care
for them, do not want them, or are no
longer alive.”

“The children’s stories may sound
tragic, but the love and care that is giv-
en to them through the orphanage staff
is directly from God. The first night we
were there, we went along with them to
their church service at Third Baptist
Church, Porto. We couldn’t understand
one word of their prayers or songs, but
we prayed with them and tried our best
to sing along.”

APSU STUDENTS pause during activities with residents of the Portuguese Evangeli-
cal Home in Porto, Portugal. Students are, from left, back row, Ronald Morgan, Elisa
Thomas and Krista Hampton.

The students started to work the
next morning, which was the first day
of the Lent week. “There was more
time for us to spend bonding with the
children and letting them know why we
were there. We started painting in the
orphanage with children running
everywhere screaming Portuguese
phrases at us and trying to make us
understand them. With help of some of
the staff and the older children who
could speak a little bit of English, we
started to pick it up pretty quickly.”

Monday night the team participated
in Carnival activities, which was a pro-
gram full of funny skits, dances, and
lip-syncs. Tuesday night was a worship

- time, and Slivensky presented his testi-

mony.
Wednesday night, Third Church
held their worship service at the home;
the APSU team performed two skits
centered on God’s love and salvation,
and Chambers gave her testimony.
“The kids realized that we were not
there by our own will, but that we were
there because God chose to share his
love with the kids through us,” said

Missions fraining institutes offered

Slivensky.

“Even though there were a few of the
children at the home who had been fol-
lowing Christ, Christians were a mi-
nority among the group. There were a
lot of children left to reach with our
service on Thursday night, which God
worked that out beautifully.” Joe Don-
ahue gave his testimony and presented
an illustration of the Gospel and of
faith.

“After we ended the meeting, God’s
Spirit really started moving. A few of
the children accepted Christ that
evening, and the sincerity of some of

the children’s concern showed that
God has already started his work in

them.
“Our eyes are filled with tears be-

cause we really miss those kids. Our
hearts are filled with joy because we
got to know those kids. Our spirits are
filled with thanks, wonder, and awe
from witnessing God share his love
with those kids through a week of our
lives that he allowed us to spend with
them.” (From a report by Justin Sliven-
sky) B

arcia Knox
he Macedonian Call"

25-member medical/evan-
m team from Brookwood
Ast Church in Birming-
, Alabama, recently re-
ed from Rio de Janeiro,
il, having treated 2,365
ants during a Tennessee
ast Partnership/Volunteer
ical project.

ad by Birmingham physi-
Jim Isobe, the team con-
«d of members of seven dif-
nt Alabama churches
uding Calvary Baptist
rch of Tuscaloosa, Dawson
norial Baptist Church,
skwood Church, Roebuck
:nth Day Adventist, New
enant Fellowship Church,
twood Baptist Church, all
irmingham. Steve Danzey,
okwood Baptist Church
aster of Education and
reach, led the evangelism
ns and worship teams.

Included in the 25-member
team were: three physicians,
two dentists, one physical
therapist, four nurses, one
x-ray technician, one EMT,
and two teenagers, spouses,
and laypeople.

The teams worked March
22-April 2 at Primera Eglise
Baptista in Jacurezinho
where they were able to set
up an all-purpose clinic,
which made the work easier
for the group and gave them a
better flavor of the area, ac-
cording to Isobe.

“The medical team treated
skin diseases, upper respirato-
ry infections, hypertension,
and diabetes, and provided
medications,” said Isobe. “The
local church worked with the
patients to schedule follow up
visits. Those that were treated
on Monday were assigned
church members to visit by

Wednesday.” _
Two patients that im-

pressed Isobe were a college
student with a two-month-old
baby and an older lady with
hypertension. The college stu-
dent, Olivia, came in for dental
work and also because her
baby was not eating properly.
“Volunteers were able to give
their testimonies, and she re-
ceived spiritual counseling,”
Isobe said. “She became a be-
liever.”

“The other lady, Marcia,
had headaches and was afraid
to have spiritual counseling.
Thousands around her heard
the testimonies, but she did
not became a believer. All we
can do is pray for her.

“It is so sad to see their
lifestyles. Some hear and be-
come believers, others do not.
However, we can plant the
seeds and spread the love of
Jesus Christ. v

“Sometimes it is frustrating,
but it makes you want to re-
turn to Rio de Janeiro.” &

ference Center in Brentwood. The Institutes are designed

-ﬁnrﬂtnbaphst.nrg w

For “The Macedonian Call”

A total of six International Missions Training Institutes
remain to be held this year at the Tennessee Baptist Con-

to equip mission volunteers for cross-cultural ministry in
strategic locations throughout the world.

The remaining Institutes will be offered July 8, Aug. 5,
Sept. 9, Oct. 7, Nov. 4, and Dec. 2.

The Institutes will offer: prayer, praise, music and testi-
mony; Biblical basis of missions, strategic utilization of
volunteers; international travel tips, culture shock sur-
vival guides; and sights, sounds, and foods of other coun-
tries. Other highlights will be: how worldview helps or hin-
ders ministry; how to share your missions ministry experi-
ence; and developing personal testimonies to share across
cultures.

To attend any of these Institutes make reservations two
weeks prior to the meeting of your choice. For information
contact, Terry Sharp, TBC Partnership/Volunteer Missions
Team leader at 1-800-558-2080 or 615-371-7935 or email




Project ID

Work

Travel through Central West
Portugal drawing and painting
landscapes and people while witnessing.

Black Gospel choir to tour West Central
Portugal in preparation for
church planting.

Black Gospel choir to tour three key
cities in Portugal in preparation
for church planting.

Video production person/team to
produce promotional video to enlist
prayer and volunteers.

Team to paint and lay tile in new
church building.

Prayerwalk team for northern Portugal.

Teams to do simultaneous revivals,
evangelism, witnessing.

Conduct medical clinics.
Conduct medical clinics.
Conduct medical clinics.
Conduct medical clinics.
Conduct medical clinics.
Conduct medical clinics.

Choir/large ensemble to perform
throughout city.

Place

Portugal Projects
Central/West PM12000112
West Central PM12000106
Three Key Cities PM12000100
Portugal PM12000103
Lisbon PM12000111
Northern Region PM12000102
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Projects
Rio de Janeiro PM42000955
Rio de Janeiro PM42000957
Rio de Janeiro PM42000945
Rio de Janeiro PM42000944
Rio de Janeiro PM42000942
Rio de Janeiro PM42000941
Rio de Janeiro PM42000943
Rio de Janeiro PM42000956
Rio de Janeiro PM42000920

Canada Projects

Ottawa, OT 00ONTO002
Georgetown, PEI ~ 00ATLO008
Calgary, AB 00MIDO003
Prince AB 99NORO044
Halifax, NS 99ATLO007
Fairview, AB 99MIDO036
St. Albert, AB 00MIDO001
Saskatoon, SK O0ONORO003
Halifax, NS 99ATLO010
Penticton, BC 00ALP002
Victoria, BC 00CAP001
Salmon Arm, BC 00ALPO001
Saskatchewan 00NORO002
Mississauga, OT 990NT002
Ontario 00ONTO001
Michigan Projects
Midland B-2
Detroit GD-2B
Woodhaven GD-1A
Woodhaven ~ GD-1B
Woodhaven GD-1C

For more information about the above projects, call Tennessee Baptist Convention Partnership/Volunteer Mmsmns Team at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 37 *"

Contemporary Christian band to
perform in various locations.

Teams to help rebuild church
gutted by fire.

Teams to build new church from
foundation.

Team to build and install cabinets,
Evangelistic team for Indian people.

Orchestra team to perform at
waterfront.

Conduct evangelistic services and
survey community.

Conduct evangelistic services and
survey community.

Team to do five-day revival with
preaching and music.
Conduct revival, drama presentation.

Conduct evangelistic outreach in
different communities.

Conduct sports camp and youth
outreach programs.

Conduct sports clinic and do leadership
training for adults.

Conduct children and youth VBS programs.

Conduct BYBC and do literature
distribution.

Conduct VBS and campground ministries.

Conduct BYBC.

Team to repair and remodel classrooms
and church offices.

Teams to build addition to existing church.

Teams to build addition to existing church.
Teams to build addition to existing church.

July 15-29

October

open

open

open

open

Sept. 17-26

open
open
open
open
open
open

open

open

open
July 15 - open
June
open

July 21-31

July 8-17

July 30 - Aug. 6

Oct. 10-15

Oct. 19-23
June - August

July 9-15
Aug. 26 - Sept. 2

July 9-15
June 2-16

July 29 - Aug. 7

June 17-23
June 25 - July 1

July 2-8

July 9-15
July 16-22

Volunteers
Needed

open

open

6 or less

45

20
15
15
15
15
15
open

open

1-30

1-2
15-30

o-10

10-15

open
5-12
4-10

5-10
5-10

8-15

open
open

open
open
open

Tennessee ,‘.
Projects

4 Benton — Kitchen/Dining Hall Sta
- to work with kitchen supemsor a‘nd

staff in meal preparation, S&t"u&ﬁe]
ing, cleaning of kitchen and d.lmn‘g
hall. June-August.

General Maintenance — Light main
nance, lawn care, maintain equij[a;m
and help with other ministries. J:i:nl
August. |
Contact: Debbie Brock, Camp Agape
423-338-4153. &

4 Chattanooga — Teams of
roof and paint inner city widuwl‘
homes with optional afternoon and

evening ministries. N | L
June 25-Julyl  July2-8 k.
July 9-15 o |

Contact: Stan Braley, Hamilton Cot '|

ty Baptist Association, 423 267 379

€ Columbia — Teams to do newé]_iin
construction starting in May. Conta §§ I
Fred Hawkins, 931-388-5267.

€ Elizabethton — Teams of 12-16 | J
day camps in the morning and BYB §}|
in the evenings with local churches.

June 11-17 July 9-15 |
June 18-24 July 1622 &
June 25 - July1  July 23-29 |
July 2-8 July 30 - Aug '-

«.|

_ Teams of 10-20 to do BYBC at local
state park during the day and hoﬁn
improvements in the evenings. %ﬂ

open for summer.

Teams of 2-20 to do home repairs fo
the elderly, disabled, and single-pa
families. iject open for summer;

.....

mty Mmlstnes, 423-547—256{).

® Gleason — Teams to build new
church sanctuary and conduct B‘E“:B
Contact: Jerry Esch, 901-648-0408.

€ Franklin — Teams to do new t:h‘lil
construction in June. J

Contact: George Temple 615-79%
8515.

!
P |

€ Harriman — Teams to do BYBC
sport clinics, and block parti'e‘s.fiﬁ

ti-housing areas. %
June 5-9 July 10-14
June 12-16 July 17-2 I
+ June 26-30 July 24-28

Contact: David Acres, 865- 882—67

= . EEET

*




shia Coliseum

cmmd from page 1
Authority buses.

To conduct the outreach, fly-

; have been d:ﬂtrlbuted to

sidents, prayerwalks have

an conducted, and communi-
festivals have been planned
+ Saturday afternoon, June

‘Woodcock Baptist Church
d The Village Church plan
takﬂ a group to “Kidz Gig,” a
' Saturday
morning cru-
sade event for
children, and
need teens and
adults to ac-
company the
children. The
- church also
'REEDMAN will lead a
march along
elby Avenue to the Saturday
sning crusade session, re-
~ted Stewart.
The Saturday afternoon
mmunity festivals will be
Id following Kidz Gig in all
e communities, said Stew-

.. They will begin with a pic-
: provided by Feed the Chil-
:n.

Stewart gave credit to the
rolved churches and Hoff for
ding the effort.

People wishing to serve as
lunteers in the downtown
sident outreach may call
swart at (615) 259-3034.

To reach entertainers,

- government leaders
Crusade leaders also are
ring to reach entertainers
‘d government workers dur-
¢ the crusade by holding re-
'g‘tin,ns and providing special
ating for them, said Freed-
in,

Invited to the reception for
vernment workers are state
rislators, state employees,
.d the mayors of cities and
wns in the Middle Tennessee
‘ea, he said.

Those invited to the recep-
»n for entertainers include
embers of the three profes-
onal teams based 1In
ashville — Tennessee Titans
otball, Nashville Predators
yckey, Nashville Sounds
1seball, and Nashville Katz
‘ena football. Also invited are
embers of the music commu-

ty.

Freedman asked Christians
to pray for these efforts so
these community leaders will
be influenced for God through
the crusade.

To reach children

Rachel Jones, minister to
children, First Baptist Church,
The People’s Church, Franklin,
is leading the crusade chil-
dren’s committee which will
provide Kidz Gig (see more in-
formation in box below).

To prepare for Kidz Gig, the
committee held an unusual
event — a prayer meeting for
and by children.

Efforts of churches

Freedman asked Christians
to pray for good weather. He
said the only time a Graham
crusade in a U.S. city didn’t

meet its budget was in Boston
when it rained during most of
the crusade sessions.

People find it difficult to un-
derstand why an event must
have such a large budget, he
said. The budget for this cru-
sade is $2.5 million.

But the cost is only $8 - $10
per person when considering
the total projected attendance
will be 260,000, he noted. Of
course, that computation does
not consider the repeat partici-
pants at crusade meetings, but
Freedman said the cost is still
reasonable when considering
all factors.

One unexpected expense
was for a ground covering to
protect the turf used by the
Tennessee Titans team. The

“Middle Tennessee prepares for Billy ...

crusade staff found a Florida
business to provide the special
covering. Thankfully the owner
was a Christian, so he provid-
ed it at a discounted price, said
Freedman. The crusade is one
of three groups which will use
the coliseum this summer in-
cluding its turf area.

Giving 1s “A-OK” at this
point, he added.

Optimism

“It’s been very exciting,”
said Freedman. “It’s been quite
a ride,” he said.

“We have the strongest
Saturday night in the history
of crusades — the top contem-
porary Christian artists who
attract the most teens,” he
said, referring to musicians
leading the Concert for the

Next Generation.

He also has seen crusade
planners address two weak-
nesses he identified when vis-
iting the Indianapolis crusade
to invite Graham to hold a cru-
sade in Nashville, said Freed-
man.

Downtown residents have
been targeted and involved
and African-Americans have
become involved and are lead-
ing crusade preparation, said
Freedman.

As the crusade approaches,
Christians should “keep work-
ing and praying for the cru-
sade,” he concluded. B&R

» Thursday Session — 7-9
p.m. Special guests are the
Bill Gaither Vocal Band with
Homecoming Friends and
Steven Curtis Chapman.
MTA shuttles available be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m. from
downtown area.

» Friday Session — 7-9
p.m. Special guest is Ti-

- tan's Running Back
Coach Sherman Smith;
special feature is a
Country Celebration with
Point of Grace, the Char-
lie Daniels Band, Ricky
Skaggs, Connie Smith, and
Marty Stuart. MTA shuttles
available beginning at 5:30
p.m. from downtown area.

» Saturday Session — 6:47-
9 p.m. Special feature is the
Concert for the Next Genera-
tion with Jars of Clay, Kirk
Franklin, and dcTalk. MTA
shuttles available beginning
at 4:30 p.m. from downtown
area.

» Sunday Session — 7-9
p.m. Special guests are
Michael W. Smith and CeCe
Winans. MTA shuttles avail-
able beginning at 4:30 p.m.
from downtown area.

» Kidz Gig — with “Psalty”
and Friends and a 4,000-
voice children’s choir, Adel-
phia Coliseum, 11 a.m. —
12:30 p.m. MTA shutties will
not be available. Pick-
up/Drop-off spots will be
clearly marked.

b7
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» Parking — All parking
spaces available at Adelphia
Coliseum are reserved. Over
18,000 satellite parking spots
exist in the downtown
Nashville area. Prices range
from $0 - $15 (some state
lots and metered parking ar-
eas are free). The Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority (MTA)
will provide shuttle service
from satellite parking to the

coliseum for a round trip cost

of $4 (infants ride free).
Shuttle service will start at
5:30 p.m. on June 1 and 2,
and at 4:30 p.m. on June 3

and 4. To locate downtown
satellite parking locations
exit 1-40 at either Charlotte
Avenue, Church Street,
Broadway, or Demonbreun.
Head towards downtown.
Parking lots are straight
ahead with MTA shuttle ser-
vice to the coliseum. Shut-
tle pick-up points will be
clearly marked. Individu-
als may pre-purchase
MTA shuttle passes by
calling (615) 862-5950.
The MTA shuttle routes
will include wheelchair ac-
cessible buses.

» Love-in-Action — Bring
non-perishable food items to
the crusade. They will be dis-
tributed to the hungry of
Nashville. Sign up as a vol-
unteer during the crusade
services with local organiza-
tions which minister to peo-
ple in need.

» Usher Rehearsal — Mon-
day, May 29, Adelphia Coli-
seum, 7-9 p.m.

» Counselor Rehearsa‘l—
Tuesday, May 30, Adelphia
Coliseum, 7-9 p.m.

» Grand Choir Rehearsal —

To make final preparations for the crusade

for all members, Wednes-
day, May 31, Adelphia Coli-
seum, 7-9 p.m.

» Co-Labor Team Rehearsal
— Wednesday, May 31,
Adelphia Coliseum, 7-9 p.m.

» Language Interpretation

— Simultaneous translation
“will be provided through AM

radios and headsets for the
following groups — French
(June 1, 4); Japanese (June
4); Korean (June 1, 2, 4);
Laotian (June 1, 2, 4); Man-
darin (June 1, 2, 4), Nuer
(June 2, 4); Romanian (June
4); Spanish (June 1-4); and
Vietnamese (June 1, 2, &
Kidz Gig on June 3). Coun-
seling materials also will be
available.

» Deaf/Deafblind/Hard of
hearing — Sign language in-
terpretation, live captioning,
and an Assistive Listening
Device Loop will be provid-
ed.

» Prayer requests from cru-
sade office — For all printed
prayer requests, including
arrangements team setting
up coliseum and good
weather.

nvitation proved life-changing for ...

- Continued from page 1

“It will be an awesome op-
ortunity to have someone of
illy Graham'’s stature cummg
» Nashville in your lifetime,”
aid Fisher, who will serve as
ne of about 4,500 volunteers
'ho will pmv:de counseling to
~aople who make decisions
uring the crusade.

“It’s incredible to think that
his (Billy Graham Crusade) is
\appening in Nashville where

I now live, 45 years after I ac-
cepted Christ,” Fisher said.

“That pays great testimony
to the faithfulness of Billy Gra-
ham and his team.”

The Donelson pastor is a
firm believer in inviting non-
Christians to hear Billy Gra-
ham preach.

The invitation either to
church or to a crusade is one of
the keys to reaching pecple,
Fisher is convinced.

“You can never underesti-
mate the value of extending
the invitation,” he observed.

“My friend didn’t know
when he invited me to hear
Billy Graham what I would be
doing 45 years later. Nor did
I,” Fisher said.

“You never know what is
taking place in a person’s life.
It was through my friend that
God got me there and I was
saved.” ®

— Continued from page 1
Recipients of the awards
will be chosen by the selection
subcommittee of the Ten-
nessee Baptist Convention
Church Programs Committee.
This is the ninth year for
the awards, which will be
presented during the TBC
annual meeting to be held
Nov. 14-15 at Germantown
Baptist Church, German-

Nominations requested fo ...

town.

Application forms for sub-
mitting nominations may be
obtained from local associa-
tional offices in the state or
downloaded from the TBC Web
site at www.tnbaptist.org/csl.

Completed forms should be
mailed to Bill Northcott, TBC
Church Staff Leadership
Group, P.O. Box 728, Brent-
wood, TN 37024. m




B Doug Westmoreland

will celebrate his 25th anniver-
sary as pastor of Tusculum
Hills Baptist Church, Nash-
ville, on June 4. A church-wide
fellowship will be held in his
honor after the morning wor-
ship services.

m Kristin Deshae West, a

sophomore majoring in com-
munications
and Spanish at
the University
of Tennessee,
Martin, has
been elected
president of
the universi-
ty’s Baptist
Stiu.dien't
Union. West is from Gallatin.

B Scott Cunningham has

been called as full-time minis-
ter of music and youth at
Memorial Baptist Church,
Crossville, effective June 1.

WEST

m New Providence Baptist

Church, Loudon, has called
Ronald D. Miller of Clinton
as minister of music and wor-
ship. He has served several
area churches and is a vocalist
in the group Trinity. He and
his wife, Wendy, have two
sons.

B Head of Richland Baptist

Church, Rutledge, ordained
Chris Morgan as a deacon on
May 21.

m David P. Gushee,

Graves Professor of Moral Phi-
losophy and associate Chris-
tian studies professor at Union
University, Jackson, has been
named Faculty Member of the
Year.

m William E. Owens re-

cently celebrated his 20th an-
niversary as pastor of
Ridgedale Baptist Church,
Chattanooga.

B Greg Martin has been

called as pastor of Union
McMinn Baptist Church, Niota.

B Eric Geren is the new

pastor at Shiloh Baptist
Church, Decatur.

m East Rogersville Baptist

Church, Rogersville, has called
Bill Brown as pastor. He and
his wife, Janice, formerly
served at Bethany Baptist
Church, Mountain City.

B Tennessee native

Dwight L. Huffman of Mem-
phis and his wife, Judy, have
been appointed to serve as
church planting missionaries
in Cochrane, Alberta, Canada,
by the North American Mis-
sion Board. Huffman is a grad-
uate of Union University,
Jackson.

m Two Belmont University

professors recently received
special recognition. Susan H.
Tully, assistant professor of
English, was named Chaney
Distinguished Professor while
Rosanna Gatens, chair and
associate professor of history,
received the Presidential Fac-
ulty Achievement Award.

m Louise W. Matthews,

who served as organist at First
Baptist Church, Oliver
Springs, since 1950, died May
5 at the age of 68. She also had
served as church secretary
since 1965. She is survived by
a son.

m East Rogersville Bap-
tist Church, Rogersville, re-
cently burned the note on its
new worship center and educa-
tional complex.

B Shepards Chapel Bap-
tist Church, Rogersville,
burned the note on its new

worship center, fellowship
area, and new and renovated

A BAPTIST STUDENT UNION team from Pellissippi State Commu-
nity College, Knoxville, spent spring break in Burgaw, N.C., helping
two families that were devastated by flooding which resulted from
Hurricane Floyd last fall. The team, led by Steve Hixson, campus
ministry specialist, put up new sheetrock in one home and painted
another. Team members included, from left, front row, Jennifer
Jones, Brandon Stone, Michael Claytor, Kendra Stone, Crystal
Main; back row, Brock Webster, Stephanie Shelton, Stephen

Brown, and Kelvin Blakely.

the association office in Adamsville and cut and made bibs for pa-
tients at five area nursing homes. Participating in the project were
Ellyn Thomas, Christian Jones, Kate Ballard, Rachel Thomas, and

Brooke Martin.

educational facility on May 7.

m First Baptist Church,

Franklin, has copies of music
they would like to give to
churches with small choirs (30
or less). If interested, call
Stacey Coleman at (615) 794-
2812.

m Barker’s Chapel Bap-

tist Church, Friendship,
will hold its homecoming on
June 11. The church also be-
gins revival that day through
June 14 with guest evangelist
Terry Herndon.

m Central Baptist

Church, Spring City, has

eight light fixtures to give
away at no cost. For informa-
tion, call (423) 365-6385.

m Twenty-four churches in

Beech River Baptist Associ-
ation sponsored the Celebrate
Jesus 2000 Crusade held April
30-May 4 at the Henderson
County Fairgrounds. The at-
tendance averaged over 4,000
each night. There were 166
professions of faith and 129
other spiritual decisions.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HICKORY WITHE, recently broke
ground for a 22,000-square-foot building to be used as a Family Life
Center/Fellowship Hall and additional educational and office space.
Participating in the ceremony were, from left, Jack Ubell, Matt
Jones, George Nail, Pastor Eddie Little, Don Wilmoth, Lathan Sow-

ell, and Richard Stephens.

SBC MESSENGERS

Be our guest ...

Convention Sunday — June 11
Two Morning Services: 8:45 and 10:15

Aloma Baptist Church

Featuring ...

SBC President
1998-2000

Dr. Paige Patterson

President Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary

Dynamic Music by Aloma’s
Praise Band, Choir, Soloists, &
Chip Dorton, Tenor

1815 Semoran Blvd. (SR 436)

Anthony George,
Pastor

Winter Park, Florida 32792
Phone: (407) 671-6851
For map: www.alomachurch.org

Harold Hunter was guest
evangelist and Gary and
Kathy Miller directed the fI-L |
sic. John Bos served as crusade
director.

®m Tennessee Woman's x".?r"—jl_ |
sionary Union will sponsor its
annual Dad/Daughter We
end June 16-17 at LindenVal
ley Baptist Conference Center
in Linden and July 7-6 at El
sonSprings Baptist Conference
Center in Newport. The con La
ence at both weekends will be
lead by Bill Choate, TBC colle-! |
giate ministry specialist. He 1s| 3¢
the father of two daught '} |
Hannah, 13, and Mully,_w
The cost is $30 per person.. For
more information or to 1 w
ter, contact Tennessee W ”

at (615) 371-2038.

E.R. Moore
Choir Robes

Best Prices! Highest Qualityl
Personal Attention
and Service. il

Call for a Free Choir Hoha’ .

Style Show at your Church. 5 &/
(baptismal & ministerial robes)}
1-800-388-6530 & ™

o

0.B
iy

on|

i
L]

CLASSIFIED |

OFFICE MANAGER: i"f?"':
and maintain an office service
and support function that s [
ports the ministerial staff, othel
employees, and volunteer wa
ers with general office duties I
cluding maintenance of uf o€
files, records, schedules, secre:
tarial activities, and minor execu
tive duties. Job includes supemk
sion of other paid and volunteer
general office workers. Familiar |'
with internet web site creatiof
and maintenance is desirablé:
Detailed job description availablé
upon request. Expressions of: h""
terest and applications should bé
directed to the Personnel G_
mittee and Dr. Roy Graves, Pas::
tor First Baptist Church, P.O. Bo
239, Kingston, TN 37763.

* ®* * "’
SENIOR MINISTER: First Bap
tist Church, Fayetteville, NG, i
seeking a senior minister. OU
church is a mission-minded an¢
community-oriented congrega
tion affiliated with the SBC an
CBF. We affirm automony of thé
local church, corporate worship
and stewardship. Send resumes
to Senior Pastor Search Com
mittee, P.O. Box 53476, Fayet
teville, NC 28305.




1 mom’s birthday
Prayers

tark Kelly
3aptist Press

OUAKE, Cote d’Tvoire — A
hern Baptist missionary in
- d'Ivoire was wounded May
ien gunmen hijacked his car
drove away with the mis-
ary’s son still in the vehicle.
he miraculous resolution
qe incident illustrates the
ical importance of prayer
sort for missionaries, noted
da Lee, leader of Woman’s
sionary Union, of God’s in-
ention in the incident.
ravis Forsythe was driving
e to Dabakala, where he
his wife serve among the
nini people group. His 2-
~old son, Nathanael, was
. him.
’hen Forsythe stopped for
late in the day at the city
iouake, two bandits took
car from him at gunpoint.
sythe clung to the open
* of the vehicle, trying to
vince the gunmen to let
get Nathanael out. The
rer shot and wounded
sythe, who chased the car
, sped away with his son in
back seat.
orsythe’s wife, Kim, and
r b-year-old daughter, Glo-
were not with him at the

leed something for your
group to do?

Vhitewaoter %‘*
Zherokee Rafting
1-800-451-7238

). Box 111, Ocoee, TN 37361
)up Rates — $20 per person
on Weekdays & Sundays

.
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UNION UNIVERSITY graduates Travis and Kim Forsythe, shown
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R A

with their children, Nathanael and Gloria, are Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries in Cote d’lvoire. Travis Forysthe was injured May 8 when
gunmen hijacked his car and drove away with Nathanael still in the
car. He was later returned unharmed.

time. Kim Forsythe was ob-
serving her 30th birthday at
home, ordered to bed by her
doctor because of complications
in her pregnancy.

Forsythe is a native of
Brownsville and both he
and his wife are graduates
of Union University, Jack-
son. The grandmother of
Forsythe is Josie Wells, a
member of Poplar Corner
Baptist Church, Browns-
ville. His late grandfather,
Earl Wells, was former di-
rector of missions, Hay-
wood Baptist Association,
and pastor of several
churches in the associa-
tion.

That the carjacking oc-
curred on her birthday may

r_ BOWLING UNITED INDUSTRIES
Manufaclurers Baptistries i

Over 3,180 ministers and church
employees in Tennessee Baptist
churches use the Church Annuity Plan
to help them prepare for retirement
because:

It is designed exclusively for
Southern Baptist church employees
It charges no sales commissions or
load fees

It provides tax-savings advantages
now and during retirement

It follows Annuity Board approved
investment guidelines

Call 1-800-262-0511 or

vour Tennessee representative
Richard Skidmore (615) 373-2255
for information.

Or visit our Web site

FEJANNUITY BOARD

www.abshc.org

have been the saving grace for
her husband and son.

Many Southern Baptist
publications carry prayer cal-
endars with the names of mis-
sionaries and their birth dates.
Thousands of Southern Bap-
tists were praying for Kim
Forsythe as the gunmen were
attacking her husband and
kidnapping her son. The num-
ber of intercessors multiplied
as word of the kidnapping al-
most immediately flashed
through electronic prayer net-
works. ;

Forty-five minutes after the

carjacking, the gunmen put
Nathanael out of the vehicle
and left him alone on a dark
road in the village of Katiola.

Villagers put him in the
care of a midwife, who fed and
bathed the child and put him
to bed while authorities locat-
ed his parents.

Nathanael was back with
his father by 1:30 a.m., just
hours after his abduction. His
father’s injury was superficial,
with the bullet miraculously

CLASSIFIED

MUSIC/CHILDREN: First Baptist
Church, White Pine, is currently
seeking a full-time minister of mu-
sic and children. If interested,
please send or fax resume to
P. O. Box 590, White Pine, TN
37890, (865) 674-8987 (fax).

VAN: First Hispanic Baptist
Church, located in Clarksville,
Tenn., is in need of a van. We are
preparing to do work with the mi-
grant workers all summer and
need transportation. If you can
donate a van please call Rev.
Mike Vidal, (931) 648-2680.

* & &

MUSIC/YOUTH: Seeking full-time
minister of music/youth in growing
area, Western Fayette County
near Highway 64. Send resume
to Personnel Committee, First
Baptist Church, 17675 Highway
196, Hickory Withe, TN 38043.

passing through his right side
between the ribs without hit-
ting any vital organs. His
mother, however, was hospital-
ized because the shock of the
carjacking and kidnapping ex-
acerbated the complications of
her pregnancy.

The incident highlights the
importance of praying for mis-
sionaries and illustrates the
power of those prayers, said
Wanda Lee, the national exec-
utive director of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union.

“We never completely know
what we are praying for when
we pray for missionaries on the
prayer calendar,” Lee said. “It
is humbling and exhilarating
when we learn about experi-
ences like the Forsythes’ and
know, in faith, that our prayers
played a role in resolving it.

“We praise God for his pro-
visions in the lives of
Nathanael and his family,” she
continued. “We will continue to
pray for them as they process
this event. We also are praying
for the hijackers. We pray that
they will come to know Christ
and be able to turn away from
a life of crime.”

Woman’s Missionary Union
is known for its emphasis on
prayer for missionaries, Lee

noted. “I've heard countless
miraculous testimonies from

missionaries about events that
happened on their birthday,”
she said. “I've also heard them
say they put off important de-
cisions until their birthday be-
cause they know WMU mem-
bers are praying for them.”

All the organization’s peri-
odicals carry a daily prayer
calendar or a section where
prayer for a missionary family
is encouraged, noted one WMU
editor. “Praying for missionar-
ies is the most important way
to support them,” said Joanne
Parker, editor of Missions Mo-
saic, WMU’s magazine for
women. W

Henry Blackaby
‘transitions’ to
new ministry

Baptist Press
ALPHARETTA, Ga. — Don't

even suggest that Henry Black-
aby is retiring. Rather, he is
“transitioning” from being an
employee of three Southern
Baptist agencies to a new min-
istry called, appropriately, Hen-
ry Blackaby Ministries.

The 65-
year-old
best-sell- y
ing author S
and speak-
er ended
his unique
joint em-
ployment
relation-
ship in
April with
LifeWay
Christian

Resources,
the North
American Mission Board, and
the International Mission
Board. Although his new min-
istry will work across denomina-
tional lines, he said he is still
firmly committed to the South-
ern Baptist Convention, its or-
ganizational entities, and his lo-
cal church, First Baptist Church
of Jonesboro, Ga.

Blackaby said he will contin-
ue to write and speak concern-
ing revival and spiritual awak-
ening through his new ministry,
as well as focus on spiritual
leadership development for pas-
tors, denominational leaders,
and lay leaders.

He and his wife, Marilyn,
also hope to spend more time
with their five children and 13
grandchildren. ™

BLACKABY

CarsonSprings
.and

LindenValley
Baptist Conference Centers

Why go anywhere else?

Call toll free:
LindenValley — 1-877-354-6336
CarsonSprings — 1-877-704-6336 {
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Tellers, credential
committee members
selected to serve

Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Members
of the Credentials and Tellers
committees for the June 13-14
meeting of the Southern Baptist
Convention here have been
named by SBC President Paige
Patterson.

Tim Christian, pastor of Is-
land Pond Baptist Church,
Hampstead, N.H., will chair the
Credentials Committee. No
members were named to the
committee from Tennessee.

J.K. Minton, pastor of Oak-
wood Baptist Church, New

Groups — Call Keller’s Country
Dorm Resort, Eureka Springs, Ark,
for excellent seats at The Great
Passion Play, plus lodging, recre-
ation, and meals. All for just $36
each. Details: 1-800-859-8952.

CLASSIFIED

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Part-time,
working with adult, youth, and
children’s choirs. Send resume to
Music Minister Search Commit-
tee, Smyrna Baptist Church, c/o
Rev. Carey Cash, 7512 Hwy. 59
W, Burlison, TN 38015; (901)
476-6178 or 476-8415.

- * *

MINISTER OF MUSIC: Oak Val-
ley Baptist Church is seeking a
bivocational minister of music.
Resumes to P.O. Box 681177,
Franklin, TN 37068-1177 or call
Karen Hauser for details (615)
794-7403.

Braunfels, Texas, will chair the
Tellers Committee.

Corey Gearrin, a student from
First Baptist Church, Dayton,
was the only Tennessean selected
to the committee. B

Worldviews clash
on ABC segment

Baptist Press

ALPHARETTA, Ga. — A seg-
ment of ABC television’s news
program “20/20” demonstrates
the continuing clash between
worldviews in American culture,
noted a Southern Baptist mis-
sionary interviewed for the pro-
gram which aired across the
country Friday evening, May 12.

“It’'s evident our society does
not want to hear that the Bible
says there is only one way to
God,” said Jim Sibley, an inter-
faith evangelism missionary for
the North American Mission
Board. “The Jewish rabbi on the
program said, ‘It is our view that
there are many paths to God.’
And another person said, refer-

G e RS BAPTISTRIES \
BROCHURE qud’
‘:;,rl HEATERS, PUMPS
<7’ FACTORY DIRECT
TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE
1-800-251-0679

_ FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO.
@1 HIXSON PIKE « CHATTANOOGA, TN H?W
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Very low monthly cost
Female, Nontobacco, Select Class 1

Age $100,000 $250,000
40 9.45 17.06
55 18.99 40.91
70 52.59 124.91

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPIER

Knoxville, 1-800-274-0776
Baptist & Reflector advertisar since 1989

LTG-2000 10 (policy form nos. BO-RCT 790, 80-RCT990,
RCT98D, RCTGH7D (CA & NJ) is a term lifa insurance pol-
icy with guaranteed level premiums for 10 years. (Not all
forms are available in all siales.) lllustrated monthly premi-
ums shown are for female, nontobacco, select class 1. It is
issued by The Old Line Life Insurance Company of Ameri-
ca, Milwaukee, WI. Premiums increase al the end of lhe
guaranteed lerm il policy is renewed. Premiums for other
rale classes, age, and paymenl plans are available upon
request. Death benefil remains level and is payablae in lump
sum, or instalimenis, if so elecled. The insurance company
may conlest the policy for two years from dale of policy is-
sue for material mistalemenls or omissions on the applica-
tion. Death benefit payable from any cause, excepl suicide,
within first two policy years. In the evenl of suicide in the
first two years, policy benefil is limited to retumn of premium
paid. Not available in all slatas.
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Church Buses

Largest Eldorado Dealer
in the Southeast

Check our Low Prices

1-800-423-9826 or

Southeastern Bus Co.

“Over 15 Years in Busmess"

1-800-795-6682
Clinton, MS * New Orleans, LA

* Atlanta, GA

ring to our evangelical beliefs,
‘That kind of religious exclusivi-
ty just doesn’t belong in today’s
society anymore.””

The segment, by ABC News
religion correspondent Peggy
Wehmeyer, centered on a 12-
year-old Jewish boy in the Dal-
las area who made a profession
of faith in Christ last year at a
Southern Baptist church youth
rally and subsequently declined
to proceed with his planned bar
mitzvah. After his parents and
Hebrew school principal coun-
seled with him, the youth re-
canted the conversion and, ac-
cording to the program, plans to
proceed with the ceremony later
this year.

NAMB President Robert E.
Reccord, who was interviewed
with Sibley, said May 15, “The
[ABC] story, I believe, demon-
strates the noose that is tighten-
ing around the neck of religious
freedom in America. In a coun-
try founded on religious freedom

LitcWay.

CARPENTER

BUS SALES, INC.
Slnce 1953

principles, in which Jewish peo-
ple have had the greatest free-
dom of anywhere in the world,
it’s ironic the response would be
so negative.”

Reccord and Sibley were in-
terviewed for three hours in
March for the program which in-
cluded less than 90 seconds of
their interview.

“Some people who saw the
broadcast thought that although
we were given an opportunity to
present our beliefs about evan-
gelism, the program seemed
heavily weighted to those critical
of those beliefs,” Sibley said.

ABC News posted a brief syn-
opsis of the program on its Inter-
net website following the pro-
gram’s airing and included a
reader poll asking if it is “accept-
able for evangelicals to try to
convert children under the age
of 13.” By mid-day Monday, May
15, 60 percent of more than
5,300 respondents said yes, and
40 percent answered no. B

CHURCH BUSES

A Serviee of LifeWay Clorseran Stoves

5 5 AN, T SR

20’ to 33’ Models,

LifeWay discount

Over 40 buses in

12 to 47 adult capacity
15 passenger vans
We buy used buses

“No-CDL” buses and Raised Roof Vans

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287
www.carpenterbus.com

15 to 33 passengers

stock

Check our web site for new and used inventory.

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027

“We specialize in church buses”

" Church is located off I-75 Souy

CLASSIFIE

e

YOUTH MINISTER: Part-tim
staff position is available at Bos
ton Baptist Church, Hlnggal_dir_

approximately 8 miles from Cha
tanooga. Interested youth mini; 8
ters mail your resume to Yﬁut' |
Minister Search Committee, 408 §
Boynton Dr., Ringgold, GA 3072 §|
or fax (706) 861-7234. N |
PASTOR: Resumes are soug|

for full-time pastor of 285 reside| & #
member church in rural settin
Mail resume to Springhill Bapn
Church, 2740 Hwy. 77, Paris, T |
38242.

- W RO

FOR SALE: Church pews, cho 8%
chairs, and pulpit furniture. Da
stain with seats upholsiered'j
blue. Good condition. Call (42!}
698-2782 or e-mail secretawl
southseminolebaptist.org.

* * *

STUDENTS/ACTIVITIES: Flrg
Baptist Church, McKenzie, Tenﬂ
seeks full-time minister of §
dents and activities. Please ser |
resume to First Baptist Chure
c/o Search Committee, GWT
Stonewall St., McKenzie, |
38201. Resumes received no l;
er than June 15.

* * &
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PASTOR: First Baptist Church
Piggott, Ark., is seeking matul
experienced full-time senior pa
tor. Send resume to Past
Search Committee, First Bapt
Church, P.O. Box 365, Piggol|
AR 72454.

o — i - .

®£ % W

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS: Cun &%
berland Gap Baptist Associatio
located in Claiborne County
Upper East Tennessee, is seél|
ing a full-time director of missior
As we seek God's will in ourm
istry, he may be speaking toy
Please send your resume ||
Cumberland Gap Associatio
P.O. Box 147, Harrogate,
37752, Attn. Search Commltteeﬁ
SHEPHERD: Do you love s_h_ﬂg
(people)? Castlewood Bapti|
Church is looking for the shel
herd after God’s own heart, wl‘
will lead us with knowledge af
understanding. Jeremiah 3*11
Please send resumes for full tin
pastor to Pastor Search Comrri
tee, 124 Pajaro Way, Vallejo, CI

94591.

* kK ,

FAMILY LIFE DIRECTOR: Fu
time director of family life ar
conference center. Send resun
to Clear Creek Baptist Bible Gt
lege, Student Affairs, 300 Cle
Creek Rd., Pineville, KY 4092? |

* ® &

MUSIC/EDUCATION: nghlanl
FBC, seeks to find the right pE
son to serve as Associate Past
— Music and Education. This ¥
be a new position for our 10( |
year old growing church. Blaﬁﬁﬂ
style of worship. Age and emﬁ h
ence left to God. Please send I}
sume to FBC-Highlands, F f
Box 625, Highlands, NC 28
fax (828) 526-5441, e-mall
nc@dnet.net.




lithful to the
d

ny Gentry
.- Pmel. II Samuel 23:1-7; I Kings 2:1-4
minary professor always encouraged his stu-
‘o use Mark 13:13 as the basis of their chal-
3 believers. The one who endures to the end,
saved. The Christian faith is just that: a life
end. It demands a lifetime commitment of
ness to the Lord. Someone rightly described
anity as a marathon and not a sprint. As be-
make the journey in Christ from this life to
¢t, some, if not all, wonder how they can
heir lives count before God. This final lesson
David chronicle, which deals with the end of
, will help believers “endure to the end.”
Dayid's life was some distance from perfec-
can be described as a life that was faithful to
1. So how does one be faithful to the end?
.Ja's”sages in II Samuel 23 and I Kings 2 an-
is question.
7 celose to the Lord (II Samuel 23:1-2).
issage is entitled “David’s Last Oracle.” It 1s
sever, his last words as the word “oracle” in-
An oracle is a speech used for revelatory ex-
ns of atypical relevance. David is designated
yus ways. As a “son of Jesse,” he is linked to
e of Judah, from which Messiah would come.
axalted by the Most High” suggesting he has
1osen by Jehovah. He is “anointed by the God
b” asserting a connection with Jacob who
d a people David was to rule. The people
im “Israel’s singer of songs” (NIV) or the “fa-
f the Strong One of Israel” (NRSV), which is
easonable translation. In addition to this, he
tmed to be a prophet in the declaration “The
f the Lord spoke through™me.” All these de-
ms suggest someone who is close to God. If
#5 are to “endure to the end,” they are to stay
,].'.h.e Lord.
* d;annel of blessmg to others (vv. 3-4).
verses reveal two primary demands of the
ing: righteousness and fear of God. David
ies these and thus could rule the people in a
¢ consistent with the Law, under the authori-
tod. He is, therefore, a source of blessing to
yple as a result of his faithfulness. Believers
ek to maintain these qualities will be a bless-
sthers. God provides innovative occasions for
through his followers as an environment is
| to advance people to their full potential in

d to God’s promises confidently (vv. 5-7).
attests to the fact that God does provide both
ally and spiritually. He could anticipate God
ng him “every desire,” provided his heart is
d to the Lord’s will. Further, God promises
ril will be vanquished. Christians, like David,
mmntnm steadfastness by holding firmly to
umaa of God. Not all of these promises are
"plﬂmthaskymthe sweet by and by.” It is
1at some of the Lord's promises will not be re-
unﬁl one's faith becomes sight. Many of them,
, mfm' the claiming right now.
allenge future generations to be faithful
gs 2:1-4). Shortly before his death, David ad-
Solomon, the next king, according to verses
Nnﬂhmna. This section is in two paragraphs.
m verses one through four, David encour-
Il!ﬂﬂwlmapﬂw Law and thusbefmthful
act ' to the various nuances of “what the
m, Solomon will be able to walk in
ways. There is to be a continuity between gen-
ns. Believers are to encourage all to be faith-
3 the lyric declares, “May those who come be-
Wﬂfmﬂ:ﬁﬂ They will if we “endure to
nd.” — Gentry is pastur Springfield Baptist
h, Springfield.

From confrontation to growth

By Joe Sorah

Focal Passage: Il Corinthians 13:1-13

The story is told of Senator Hubert Humphrey on the
campaign trail. He was delivering a speech on the vari-
ous issues that concerned the nation. A heckler in the
crowd hurled an overripe tomato, which hit the senator
in the face. The audience watched to see how he would
respond. Humphrey was undaunted. He wiped his face
and said, “Speaking of agriculture...” and continued his
speech. The audience responded with a loud ovation.

How do you respond to criticism? Paul faced continual
criticism throughout his ministry. In the book of II
Corinthians, the first nine chapters were addressed to
the majority of the Corinthian church who had been rec-
onciled to Paul. The remaining chapters were written to
Paul’s critics. In their opinion, Paul did not qualify as an
apostle because he was not an impressive speaker, nor
did he perform signs and wonders they thought he should
(10:10; 12:11-13). Our focal passage features his response
to his critics.

Paul began by extinguishing the criticism (vv. 1-
4). The Apostle had visited Corinth on two occasions: the
establishing of the church and “the painful visit” (ch. 2:1-
2). He was returning for a third visit. He did not want
another visit like the last but, should there be a con-
frontation, he called for the strict legal requirement of
Deuteronomy 19:15. Paul warned that, since they wanted
to see a more forceful person, they were going to get what
they wanted. He pledged not to spare anyone.

Paul launched his offensive battle by identifying two
proofs of Christ’s presence in a person. The first is that
the person will speak God’s Word (v. 3). The proof will be
reflected in lives being changed. The second sign is that

the person will serve
God’s people in a Christ-
like way (v. 4). The per-
son who claims to speak
for Christ will give evi-
dence of Christ’s pres-
ence in his life by humbly serving others. The call to fol-
low Christ is not a call to power, prestige, or prominence.
It is a call to servanthood. Paul’'s opponents misunder-
stood the nature of ministry.

Thus, Paul continued by extending a challenge
(vv. 5-8). Paul turned the tables on his critics. He asked
them to put themselves to the same tests they were
putting to him. The Apostle hoped they would pass the
test. In doing so, they would serve as evidence of Christ
speaking through Paul. He prayed that they would do the
right things, not for his sake, but for their sake. His only
desire was to serve the Lord and do his truth.

Paul concluded by expressing his concern (vv. 9-
13). He was not concerned about outward appearances.
While some may have thought he was weak, he was not
worried about such. He was concerned about the spiritu-
al growth of the Corinthians. Paul expressed his concern
in his prayers (v. 9). He explained his concern through
his purpose (v. 10). Paul was in the building business —
the business of building up other believers. As he had ex-
perienced the ministry of encouragement from Barnabas,
he was an exhorter as well.

Paul expressed his concern through the statement of a
promise (v. 11). The promise was that God would be with
the believers, but four conditions must be met. They
needed to be growing spiritually. They needed to listen to
Paul’s appeal. They needed to be in unity. And, they
needed to put an end to the internal conflicts. When
these four conditions were met, God would bless with his
presence.

Another has said, “It’'s easy to avoid criticism. All you
have to do is say nothing, do nothing, and be nothing.” As

we serve the Lord, we will be criticized. May God help us
turn confrontations to opportunities for growth — Sorah is

pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Elizabethton.

Doing your Own thing

By Garry Miller

Feocal Passages:
Judges 17:1-8, 12-13;
18:30-31

A voice came over the in-
tercom, “Good morning ladies
and gentlemen. This is your

ing, begging, and attempted
bribery, the cook at last suc-
cumbed. Her recipe was as fol-
lows: “I take some flour, lard,
baking powder, salt, and milk,
put it in a bowl, mix it up, and
bake my biscuits.”

“No! No! No,” the sister

captain speaking. Welcome aboard
Delta flight 1266 from New Orleans to
Cincinnati with connecting flights to
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, New York,
and points east. We will be cruising at
35,000 feet with an airspeed of 450
miles per hour. Our ground speed is
530 miles per hour indicating an 80
mile per hour tail wind. Our direction-
al indicator, commonly referred to by
laymen as a ‘compass’ is subject to a
temporary malfunction. Our ETA in
Cincinnati is 1:15 p.m., Central Day-
light Time. Although we do not know
for sure what direction we are headed,
we're making exceptionally good time.
Have a wonderful flight.” In case you
are wondering we did make it Cincin-
nati and on to New York and Moscow,
and thean back home.

In our lesson for this week, the chil-
dren of Israel were making exception-
ally good time, but they did not know
where they were going. That is because
... every man did that which was right
in his own eyes (17:6b; 21:25b). I
Samuel 3:1 gives a pretty good com-
mentary on the times: And the child
Samuel ministered unto the Lord be-
fore Eli. And the word of the Lord was
pnecmus in those days; there was no
open vision. As the Bible-says, “Where

there is no widespread revelation, the
people go off in all directions”
(Proverbs 29:18a, Millerized Version).
It is not so much that they did not
have a guide book to provide them
with a moral compass. They just did
not pay any attention to instructions

- they did have.

The Bible gives us instructions and
directions on how to live a life that is
pleasing to God (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:1-
3; and many other passages). It pro-
vides us with a recipe to make life
much more palatable. We may not al-
ways like what the recipe says, but if
we expect to consistently get the result
promised we need to follow the direc-
tions.

While attending college at Union
University I served as pastor of Avon-
dale Baptist Chapel (now Avondale
Baptist Church), a mission of First
Baptist Church in Humboldt. There
was a lady who was a member of First
Baptist Church whose sister visited
regularly from Tupelo, Mississippi.
The sister was envious of the live-in
housekeeper/cook’s biscuit recipe. She
tried every way she could to get it out
of her. But there was just no way the
cook would give it up.

Finally, after years pleading, cajol-

protested. “You've got to be
more specific. How much flour do you
use?” Cook - “You see these two hands.
I take these two hands and stick them
down in the flour sack and I get just as
much flour as I can get in these two
hands and I put it in the bowl.”

Sister - “How much lard do you
use?” Cook - “You see these three fin-
gers. I take these three fingers and I
reach down in the lard bucket and I
get just as much lard as I can get on
these three fingers and I put it in the
bowl.” Sister - “How much baking pow-
der do you use?”

Cook - “You see this hollow spot 1n
the palm of my hand. I shake just as
much baking powder out of the baking
powder box that will fill up that hollow
spot and I put it in the bowl.”

Sister - “How much salt do you
use?” Cook - “You see these two fingers
and this thumb. I stick these two fin-
gers and this thumb down in the salt
box and I get just as much salt as I can
get between these two fingers and this
thumb and I put it in the bowl.” Sister
- “How much milk do you use?” Cook -
“About a mouthful.”

Don’t do your own thing. Do God's
thing. — Miller is pastor, Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, Humboldt.




Wedgwood victim
among graduates
of Southwestern

Baptist Press

FORT WORTH, Texas — As
378 seminary graduates were
commissioned for ministry,
Southwestern Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary President Ken-
neth S. Hemphill urged them
to keep a sense of balance in
their ministry by pursuing
righteousness and fleeing
temptation.

Jeff Laster, who was
wounded during the shootings
at Wedgwood Baptist Church
Sept. 15, was one of the gradu-
ates, receiving his diploma and
graduate diploma in Christian
education during the 199th
commencement exercises May
12 at the seminary here.

Laster was scheduled to
graduate in the fall, but his
graduation was delayed after
he was shot and spent one
month in the hospital recover-
ing from his wounds.

“It feels really good,” Laster
said of his graduation, “espe-
cially considering in Septem-
ber there was a question as to
whether I would graduate or
not.”

He expressed his apprecia-
tion to the seminary for allow-
ing him to finish his class work
and to faculty members who
were “real good, real patient
about working with me.”

Laster plans to walk across
the stage in the future with a
master’s degree. After that, he
said, “Wherever God puts me,
that’s where I'll go.” m

California agency
reaches out fo

Arizona Baptists
Baptist Press

FRESNO, Calif. — Direc-
tors of the California Baptist
Foundation agreed April 7 to
assist the Arizona Southern
Baptist Convention with some
of the financial services for-
merly provided by the now-de-
funct Baptist Foundation of
Arizona. The action came in re-
sponse to a request from ASBC
leaders, according to California
foundation officials.

California foundation board
members adopted a resolution
during their regular spring
meeting listing financial ser-
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per duds.”

girls about missions and
evangelism, said David
Hankins, vice president
for the Cooperative
Program with the
SBC Executive Com-
mittee.

The Super
Dude and the

terials include
colorful activi-
ty books, a comic
book-style witnessing tract,

the Super Dude characters.

and children.

Super Dude

WINTER PARK, Fla. — The Southern
Baptist Convention’s newest teenage su-
perhero will make his debut at the SBC’s
annual meeting June 13-14 in Orlando,
Fla. He’s Super Dude — “defender of the
faith, defeater of evil, and dressed in dap-

“Super Dude and the CP Squ:a;d” is a
new resource to teach boys and

skit books, Super Dude toys, and
a four-week Bible study guide featuring

“Our state conventions have been ask-
ing for some new, creative ways to com-
municate the CP missions message to
children,” said John Kyle, director of Co-
operative Program development. “We feel
Super Dude provides a fun, imaginative
way for three groups to learn about CP
missions simultaneously — youth, adults,

“Adults learn as they help prepare the
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reach.

anniversary. CP is the channel
by which Southern Baptists fi-
nance missions and ministry endeavors
of state Baptist conventions and the
SBC’s national and international out-

The Super Dude story line: David
Hicks, an ordinary Southern Baptist
teenager, wins a Bible Drill competition.
His prize is a Bible that hasn’t been
opened in 700 years. When he opens the
Bible and begins to read Scripture, David
receives a visit from an angel named
Fred who gives David the opportunity to

number of proj-
ects 1nitiated in
connection with

this year’s
“Partners in
the Harvest”

celebration of
the Coopera-
Pro-
gram’s 75th
Dude.”

fo feach teens abouf

Super Dude Bible studies,” Kyle said,
“the youth prepare as they perform the
Super Dude skits, and the children learn
through watching the skits and working
through their activity books.

“Kids love heroes and Super Dude is a
missions hero who will make learning
about missions and missionaries fun,”
Kyle added. In addition, children who
complete the activity books and Bible

studies will have the opportunity to
B become a member of the CP
T Squad along with Super Dude.
Super Dude is among a

become a Christian superhero,

David joins forces with An §
Faithful Sidekick, Katie, Tater t} §
puter guy, and Fred. Together, tl
Super Dude and the CP Squad. Ar
mission is to show kids how they ¢
the Gospel of Christ to the world.

“One of the best things about
Dude is that he really is one of §
said Daniel Brown, CP productio
ager and illustrator of the project
a young person interested in m
and is involved in spreading tk
news of God’s love through CP M
It shows them they can be al
someone as they pray for and s
missions.”

Super Dude and the CP Squ|
created by Todd Starnes, assistan
of Baptist Press, the official news :
of the SBC.

The characters were adapted
collection of plays written by §
called, “The Great Adventures o

Super Dude and the CP Squad
featured at the Cooperative Prog|
hibit during the Southern Bapti|
vention’s annual meeting in Ogrl;|

youth drama team will perforn

stage version of the Super Dude-ﬂ
Super Dude will make a special ||
ance at the SBC Day Camp.

For more information on hmﬁ
can order the Super Dude projét
said state Cooperative Program

can be contacted or the national €
at 1-800-722-9407. =

vices the California Southern
Baptist Convention agency will
provide for Arizona Baptists.
Services named in the resolu-
tion are estate planning,
church financing, and trust
management. The resolution
authorizes creation of a “task
force of ASBC and CBF repre-
sentatives ... to coordinate a

plan for informing Arizona

Baptists about this cooperative
effort.”

The California foundation’s
role in Arizona will be one of
ministry to individuals, not
damage control, said Phil Kell,
the agency’s executive vice
president.

In a related action, the Cali-
fornia foundation board autho-
rized spending up to $45,000
from a foundation trust fund
“to provide some of the funds
needed for assistance to the
Arizona Southern Baptist Con-
vention.” That money and
funds from ASBC will be used
to hire someone to represent
California foundation services
in Arizona, an official said. ®

Martha Gaddis dies

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Martha T.
Gaddis, 67, longtime adminis-
trative assistant with the
Southern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee, died

May 17 in Baptist Hospital
here. Gaddis began an extend-
ed medical leave from the Ex-
ecutive Committee in 1992 and
retired in 1997.

“Martha Tanner Gaddis was
a remarkable person,” said
Harold Bennett, Executive
Committee president and trea-
surer from 1979-92. “She will
be missed by many, many per-
sons, not only by her family
and close friends, but by the
many other friends she had
across the convention.”

- Gaddis, a native of Way-
cross, Ga., joined the Executive
Committee staff in 1968 as
professional secretary to
Porter W. Routh, then-execu-
tive secretary of the SBC of-
fice. Following Routh’s retire-
ment, she became Bennett’s
administrative assistant.

Gaddis, a member of First
Baptist Church, Nashville, is
survived by her husband, Bob,
and two children. B

Kentucky agency

drawn into court
Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A law-
suit over the firing of a lesbian
employee has been filed
against the Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children by the em-
ployee in conjunction with the

American Civil Liberties
Union and Americans United
for Separation of Church and
State.

The lawsuit targets an esti-
mated $12 million to $15 mil-
lion in state funding received
by KBHC.

Most of the children in the
care of KBHC have been
placed by the state, which has
had a contract with the Baptist
agency since the late 1970s.

The lesbian employee, Alicia
Pedreira, was fired in October
1998 after a picture with her
homosexual partner — and
with Pedreira wearing an “Isle
of Lesbos” T-shirt — was dis-
played in a photo contest at the
Kentucky State Fair in August.

A news release distributed
nationally by Americans Unit-
ed for Separation of Church
and State called the case
“ground-breaking” because it
will “test the boundaries of tax
aid to church-run social ser-
vices.”

Bill Smithwick, executive
director of the Kentucky Bap-
tist agency, said KBHC will
defend itself against the suit.

Homosexuals are not good
role models for the Baptist
Homes’ children, many of
whom have been sexually
abused or are sexually con-
fused, Smithwick told the me-
dia.

State officials are contem-

plating whether to f
ties with the agencyy
contract expires Jun
Smithwick said o
contract would hurt th
financially but thal|
would not abandon it

on homosexuality in
keep its state contract
-

CP theme song
wins major av
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Ti
song for the Coopera
gram’s Partners in the
campaign, “I Will'
Christ,” recently weor
Award for Inspi
Recorded Song of the)

Written by Clay €

‘member of First

Church, Collierville,
has been an importal
and audio instrumen
moting CP missions
out the Southern Bap
vention.

The “I Will Follow
music video also has b
ored with a 2000 Tell
given to showcase out
non-network commerc
CP video was select
more than 10,000 el
win the honor, accor¢
recent notice from th
compefition. B
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