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By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

MADISONVILLE
— Representatives of
Sweetwater Baptist
Association churches,
along with members of
the family of Earl and
Anita Hamby, gath-
ered May 20 to help
dedicate the Hamby
family’s new Habitat
for Humanity home.

It was the first
Habitat project for
Sweetwater Associa-
tion, according to Di-
rector of Missions Ben-
nie Creel.

Acknowledging that
he did not know a lot
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sonville.

SWEETWATER BAPTIST ASSOCIA-
TION Director of Missions Bennie Creel,
right, presents a check from the association
to help pay for a future Habitat for Humanity
Home to Richard Spurling, interim president
of the local Habitat chapter. Spuriing is a
member of First Baptist Church, Madi-

Sweelwuier Buphsls dedlcuie home

HELPING EARL AND ANITA HAMBY, center, dedicate their new
home constructed through Habitat for Humanity with help from the
members of Sweetwater Baptist Association were, Shot Gourley, left,

associational Baptist Men director and member of Cedar Fork Baptist
Church, and Pastor Denny Moore of Vonore First Baptist Church.

about Habitat for Humanity be-
fore the association adopted the
project last year, Creel is now a
firm believer in the organization
which helps provide quality
housing to low income families.
“It is one of the greatest
ministries any community
could offer to residents who
are less fortunate,” said Creel,
noting that even today in Mon-
roe County there are pockets of
deep poverty and people who
do not have inside plumbing.
The association’s Baptist

Men’s organization, led by
Shot Gourley of Cedar Fork
Baptist Church, Philadelphia,
enlisted men who helped con-
struct the home on land owned
by the Hambys, who are Bap-
tists. At the time they were
chosen as recipients of the
home, Mrs. Hamby was help-
ing lead music at Vonore First
Baptist Church, where she is a
member, Creel said. The asso-
ciation’s WMU also pitched in
by providing meals on Satur-
day work days, he added.

In addition, the associa-
tion’s churches collected nearly
$12,000 to be used toward an-
other Habitat home in Monroe
County, Creel said.

During the dedication ser-
vice, Richard Spurling, interim
president of Monroe County
Habitat for Humanity,
thanked all those who helped
construct the Hamby home. He
noted it was built faster than
any of the previous Habitat
homes in the county.

Spurling observed that

Habitat for Humanity is about
providing a service. “If it
weren’t for the Christians and
churches it wouldn’t happen,”
he said.

Creel pledged continuing in-
volvement on behalf of the as-
sociation,

“This project has certainly
brought awareness of our asso-
ciation to the needs of some of
the citizens of our area and we
do intend as an association to
continue to be involved,” he
said. B

| ooks R. Faulkner
aptist Press

litor’s Note: Brooks R. Faulkner,
r LeaderCare specialist at LifeWay
tian Resources, has defined some
i of pastors in a humorous, yet
tht-provoking book, Getting on Top
yur Work: A Manuel for the 21st
iry Minister. Following are two sto-
hat examine both healthy and un-
hy pastoral leadership styles.

ASHVILLE — An adage says, “It
s all kinds to make the world.”
being true, all kinds can be found
storal leadership roles.
The Superman
'he fate of the world depends on me.
church could not survive without

1perman needs to carry the weight
I e church on his shoulders. It is an

re he relishes. It is also an image
por that evaporates with one whiff

of the wind of reality.

Some church members propagate
the gospel of Superman: “What do you
think, pastor?” “We don’t want to make
a decision without the approval of our

pastor.”
In his

narcissis-
tic haze,
he begins
to think
he is in-
dispens-
able. He
has lis-
tened to a few dependent people and is
disturbed by independent thinkers who
disagree with him. He comes danger-
ously close to believing that the proof of
his self-worth is based on whether peo-
ple agree with his every opinion.

Even Jesus had to rest. He looked
for times to be alone to replenish his
energy. Superman never stops. He
takes on the world’s problems, wins the

world, heals the sick, fights evil, directs

church programs, and is an all-around

good egg.

But deep in the recesses of his con-
sciousness, he knows he is human. He
knows his energies are depleting rapid-
ly.

Yet he continues to drive himself un-
til he finds himself flirting with cyni-
cism, sarcasm, unbridled candor, and a
feeling of emptiness. It also takes a toll
on family, deprived of time they de-
serve.

How can we make a pastor realize
his humanity?

It could be as simple as recognizing
that a Baptist church is the strongest
kryptonite. That may be all it takes to
bring him back to earth.

Learn the important lessons of “You
can’t save anyone; only God can” and
“You can’t fix people; only God can.” We
have the gifts God endowed us with.
We can “hope in the Lord and renew
our strength; soar on wings like eagles;
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eadershlp styles of pastors explored by LifeWay author

run and not grow weary, and walk and
not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).
The Terminator

“Let’s clean up this church.”

Rules are necessary. They just don’t
apply to The Terminator. This pastor
brings his staff
with him. He
deems the church
staff that is pre- 4
sently serving as |

inadequate.

Some of his char-
acteristics wear
well with some
members. Some

simply “wear” on
others. He is com-
pulsive. The staff’s schedule is sec-
ondary to his — even insignificant.

Those who like his style use phrases
like “strong leader,” “tough imple-
menter” and “no nonsense.” Those who
guestion his style also question his
— See LifeWay, page 3
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Lottery issue revived

For Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Though the
issue appeared over a few weeks
ago, the lottery has resurfaced.
The House is scheduled to con-
sider HB 3269 this week.

The bill calls for a constitu-
tional convention that would
consider a number of issues, in-
cluding the lottery and tax re-
form. “It points out we cannot
relax, but must remain con-
stantly on vigil,” said Gary An-
derson, TBC public affairs con-
sultant. B

Will Hall selected
to lead Baptist Press

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Wilburn
“Will” Keith Hall II, 40, will be
recommended as vice president
for convention news of the
Southern Bap-
tist Convention
Executive Com-
mittee, effective |
June 15, ac- |
cording to Mor- |
ris H. Chap- §
man, SBC Ex-
ecutive Com-
mittee presi-
dent.

His appointment must be ap-
proved by the full SBC Execu-
tive Committee at their June 12
meeting in Orlando.

Hall, a retired lieutenant
commander with the U.S. Navy,
will succeed Herb Hollinger, who
retires June 30.

A native of West Virginia,
Hall currently is enrolled in
doctrinal studies at Vanderbilt
University. He is a member
of College Heights Baptist

HALL

New Sunday School lesson writers eI'IlISl"-l

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Three Ten-
nessee Baptist pastors have
been enlisted to write Sunday
School commentaries for the
June-August quarter. |

Steve Holt, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Surgoinsville,
will write the Life and Work se-
ries.

A native of Hawkins County,
Holt is a graduate of Carson-
Newman College, Jefferson City.
He has a master of divinity from
Emmanuel School of Religion,
Johnson City, and a doctor of
ministry degree from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

Prior to his present pastorate,

Church, Gallatin.

As vice president for conven-
tion news, Hall will manage
Baptist Press as senior editor,
serve as convention press infor-
mation officer for the SBC Exec-
utive Committee, manage the
SBC newsroom, and act as
press representative for the
SBC.

Hall and his wife, Catherine,
have three sons. B

Nashville team aids
ALPHA Baptists

For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — An eight-
member chain-saw crew from
Tusculum Hills Baptist Church,
Nashville, responded May 26 to
help victims of severe thunder-
storm and tornado damage May
25 in ALPHA Baptist Associa-
tion in Centerville, according to
Tim Bearden, state Disaster Re-
lief director.

ALPHA Director of Missions
Glenn Hester requested help af-
ter an assessment by Larry
Brace, the association’s Disaster
Relief director. In the area sev-
eral homes were damaged and
people were without electricity.
Trees also were blocking some
roads. One church, Edgewood
Baptist in Centerville, sustained
minor damage.

ALPHA Association is provid-
ing food to storm victims and
Disaster Relief workers. B

Charles Stanley,

wife, Anna, divorce
Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Charles Stan-
ley and his wife, Anna, have di-
vorced. According to an official of
First Baptist Church here, Stan-
ley will remain as senior pastor.

Stanley, 67, told the congre-
gation in a service May 21. Fol-
lowing his report, Gerald Spicer,
church administrator, told the
congregation Stanley would re-
main as senior pastor. The con-
gregation rose in applause.

According to the May 23 edi-
tion of the Atlanta Journal-Con-

Holt served as pastor of Hickory
Cove Baptist Church, Rogersville.

He has served on the TBC
Resolutions Committee, as a
trustee of Harrison-Chilhowee
Baptist Academy, and presently
1s a member of the TBC Execu-
tive Board.

Holt and his wife, Donna,
have three sons, Jordan, An-
drew, and Ethan.

Nashville native Dan Milliken

~will write the Family Bible series.

Milliken is pastor of Hickory
Hills Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet.

He is a graduate of Middle
Tennessee State University
and holds the master of divini-
ty degree from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary,

stitution, Anna Stanley filed a
petition as “A.J. Stanley” re-
questing a divorce from “C.F.
Stanley” on Feb. 16 charging
their marriage of 44 years was
“irretrievably broken.” An At-
lanta judge signed the final de-
cree May 11 following the execu-
tion of a property agreement by
the Stanleys April 5.

The Stanleys’ troubled mar-
riage was made public in the
1990s and caused some strug-
gles in the church because of an
unwritten policy that FBC does
not allow divorced men to serve
as ministers or deacons.

Stanley told the congregation
in 1995, “If my wife divorces me,
I would resign immediately.”

Stanley has served as pastor
of First Church since 1972 and
is a former president of the
Southern Baptist Convention. B

B. Graham crusades
to end after this year

Compiled by Baptist & Reflector

NASHVILLE — Evangelist
Billy Graham, who begins a
four-day crusade-in Middle Ten-
nessee June 1 at Adelphia Coli-
seum here, likely will stop doing
crusades after this year.

The Ten-
nessean report-
ed May 26 that
the 81-year-old
Graham said he
has no plans for
any more big @
crusades after @
this year be-
cause of his
health.

“I felt in my heart that this
would be the last year of my cru-
sades, and Nashville is one of
the cities God laid ‘on my heart
to visit,” Graham told The
Tennessean.

“Probably Jacksonville (Nov.
2-5) will be by last one.”

Graham said he’s not retiring
and will continue to do preach-
ing engagements even if he no
longer schedules the large-scale,
physically demanding crusades,
the Nashville paper reported.

The Middle Tennessee cru-
sade will be held June 1-4. ®

GRAHAM

FULLILOVE HOLT

Fort Worth, Texas.

Milliken is a former Baptist
Student Union director at Vol-
unteer State Community College
in Gallatin.

Memphis pastor Ray
F'ullilove of Poplar Avenue Bap-

- tist Church will write the Ex-

plore the Bible series.

- Bubhye have a son, WBEIGJ' I

ABP taps Nashvillig
as bureau chief

Associated Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — ;
sociated Baptist Press h
opened its first regional ne
bureau in the nation’s capi
and named Kenny Byrd
Washington bureau chief.

Byrd, 27, a
native of
Nashville, has
covered the beat
for the national,
independent
news service
based here for
four years. '

He has been
the lead writer
for Baptist News Service, l;he
porting arm of the Baptist Jo
Committee, a rehgmua-lihlﬂ
advocacy agency.

Byrd is a graduate of Samfi §
University. His home chur
is Crievewood Baptist
Nashville, where his paren
Robert and Joyce Byrd,
still members. Both parJel
are employees of Belmunt U
versity. B

Hindus of India

focus of prayer
IMB News Office

RICHMOND — In ea
June, Southern Baptists s
pray for 24 hours on heilali
the 850 million Hindus of Indi
From 6 p.m. Friday, June
to 6 p.m. Saturday, June

such good news.
The 14th annual :__:5'..
Prayer and Fasting for 1
Evangelization shows Soutl
Baptists want all the worl|
penples to hear about aalvm
in Jesus Christ, said Je
Rankin, president of the SBC 8 li§
ternational Mission Board. | Wi,
A free prayer kit is availé
to churches who want to par
pate. Call 1-800-866-3621. l

0 Fullilc
i | holds a bac
lor of arts
gree from 1
sissippi Coll |
Clinton, a D
ter of divil
degree Hf}
New Orle j '
(La.) Bap '
Theologi
Seminary, and a doctO_l_',Pf I
istry degree from San Frﬁgt
Theological Seminary.
A native of Mississii|
Fullilove is a retired U.S. 1" '
chaplain. He has been p
Poplar Avenue Church for ﬂ] ‘
12 years. Fullilove and hig 1
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1. gsion, caring instincts, and healing

m found some success in being
tious. Those who are easily intimi-
l:ua tirades and “shoot first,
ions later” mentality. He has a

ﬂhhﬂdmhp
be nalvaged? Could Jesus use
 Peter — that impulsive, compul-
sbeessive who cut off an ear before
st short an impulsive act? Yes, but

i 2 baptize his good traits, we
turn him into a long-term leader. He

to “be ready to do whatever is"

1, to slander no one, to be peaceable

considerate” (Titus 3:2). But to do
t he must ask questions first and
it later (perhaps not at all). He must
slop the mind of Christ by avoiding
.uplﬂatmg the time and efforts of oth-

'hurch members forgive most pastors’
takes, but they hardly ever forget
ling that is unnecessary, unnerving,
unproductive,
Captain Kangaroo
s everyone having a good time? Don'’t
e the room — you are liable to miss
ething really exciting.”
‘aptain Kangaroo is the pastor who is
tantly entertaining. He is never still
n he talks. He relishes much ap-
se. He is uncomfortable with conflict.
o isn't?) And he wears a disguise — a
wig, false mustache,
and a clown suit.
The atmosphere
is Six Flags am-
" biance to coincide
with the contempo-
rary feel for the
“never wear a tie”
generation. For ex-
ample, I know a
pastor who had his
“head shaved when

, on board or get off the train” ap-

an attendance goal was met. There's ab-
solutely nothing wrong with having fun
unless it is a desperate attempt to have
people love you.

What’s wrong with being a Captain
Kangaroo-type pastor? For the new
Christian, absolutely nothing. The new
Christian wants a comfortable atmos-
phere in which to grow in Christ. A pas-
tor with a Captain Kangaroo image gives
what may be considered “spiritual snug-
gling” privileges. Captain Kangaroo loves
you just like you are. No question you

might ask is too naive or juvenile. Cap- °

tain Kangaroo will not put you down or
humiliate you.

But there comes a time when we out-
grow Captain Kangaroo. We need meat,
not milk. Clowns belong in a circus. They
are fun in that atmosphere. But out of
context, clowns scare some people. At the
least, they are not convincing as solu-
tions to real problems.

Pastors with a Captain Kangaroo
mentality need a dose of God-pleasing
medicine, not people-pleasing placebos.
There will be unpleasantness, discour-
agement, and tragedy. We do not need
people to help us pretend it is not there.
We need people who can help us work
through it.

The Lone Ranger

The story of the Lone Ranger was that
he was the only one left of the group of
Texas Rangers who acted on behalf of law
and order. All the others were annihilat-
ed. In an effort to save the reputation of
the Rangers, he continues to protect his
identity from the bad guys and act in ac-
cord with saving the world.

The church has killed off the other
pastors. The three previous pastors have
been terminated because of poor leader-
ship skills and their efforts to try to take
control of the church from the deacons.
The Lone Ranger will not show his hand
or his real face. He will wear the mask of
passivity in leadership.

He has legitimate reasons for wearing

Bl haroes provide models

irooks R. Faulkner

[ASHVILLE — There is a little of all
he unhealthy leadership models in
1y of us. A path to better health is
ning to smile at the flaws and warts
to correct them just as the apostles
ar did with his temper, James and
n did with recognition, and Paul did
1 his thorn.

‘onsider seven models of healthy
lership from biblical evidence:

: Paul
lelieve in something bigger than your-

I have placed you as a light for the
tiles, that you should bring salvation
he end of the earth” (Acts 13:47,
SB). He was thoroughly subservient
he will of God, and he was committed
Mﬁc, maaningﬁal mission. Paul
- courage in the face of uppusltlun be-
se he had limitless horizons in his
sion. He believed in himself, but he
Gﬂﬂm something bigger than him-

—--haua Christ and him crucified.
. Nehemiah
3uild on what God has given you.

hemiah’s leadership was built not
nﬁm ancestry from the Jewish lin-
on faithfulness. He would build
Ilffﬂlﬂ! He was obscure in com-

parison to other great Old Testament he-
roes, but faithfulness separated him from
mediocrity in history. God has given each
leader specific gifts. Some are not as visi-
ble. All are useful.

Some pastors’ gifts will never be ac-
claimed. Some pastors’ lives will be spent
in out-of-the-way places and unheard of
names to the adoring public, but God
knows. The measure of a man is faithful-
ness, not notoriety. | :

Joshua

Bring the best people to the table.

Joshua had been in the presence of
God. Because of this special blessing, he
was appointed as one with judicial pow-
ers and responsibilities in Joshua 14:6-
15. He was courageous as indicated by
the spy scenario in Numbers 13:31. He
was most likely the envy of other young
leaders.

But Moses brought him to the table of
leadership because he was the best per-
son for the job. My guess is that he had
skills Moses admired.

Pastors need to bring the best people
to the table and then trust them to do
their work. Healthy pastors encourage
staff. They believe in them because they
have skills that are better than their own.

Barnabas

Bridge the gaps of differing opinions.

eadership styles of pastors explored ...

a mask. He has been hurt. He has unre-
solved grief from disappointments in oth-
er churches. He has been betrayed and
put down by
some. No matter
how hard he has
tried, for some
church members
it was not
enough — not
enough people
won to Christ,
not enough in-
creases in bud-
get, not enough
warmth and enthusiasm in worship. So
he donned a mask of self-assurance, and
he learned to spend more time with those
who called him “kemo sabe” than with
those who tried to unmask him.

Can he have an effective ministry? Ab-
solutely. He must learn to live with the
past. The hurts must be forgiven. With
God’s grace, he can do it. He must learn
to say, “I could be wrong.” Nothing takes
off the mask more effectively than, being
vulnerable. And he must not lose his
careglving message.

The late Clayton Moore, who played
the Lone Ranger, spent much of his later
years with pride for the purity that the
Lone Ranger portrayed. Copyright laws
prevented him from wearing the mask,
but that seemed to inspire him to even
greater heights. We can learn from that.

The Underdog

“Everyone is out to get me. I know I'm
going to be put down, so I defend myself
before it starts. I know the church is not
going to give me a raise, so before they
act, I'll just tell them I don’t want a
raise.”

That last statement is called passive
aggression. In children, we call it pout-
ing. As adults, we call it protecting our-
selves from embarrassment.

Underdog is a victim. In his mind,
everyone picks on him. Some therapists
call it an “arrested response to rejection.”

Barnabas was nicknamed “son of en-

couragement” (Acts 4:36, RSV). He-

bridged the gap between the Greek and
Jewish worlds. Born a Cypriot and
reared a Levite, he linked the Hellenistic
world and the Jerusalem church.

He was not an “out front” kind of per-
son but rather stayed in the background
as a fan and supporter of Paul.

The most memorable aspect of effec-
tive leadership of a pastor is when he has
survived the polarities of differing opin-
ions and modeled having each side re-
spect the other.

Moses

Blind your eyes to petty criticism

Moses was seen as a patient leader of
a people with little faith (Exodus 16:8,
16-20). They complained and whined at
every inconvenience (Exodus 15:24,
16:2-3). He did get disgusted. He struck
the rock and disobeyed God, but his pa-
tience . had worn thin. He had had
enough.

The wise leader will work hard at
blinding his or her eyes to the pettiness of
church members’ criticism. If that doesn’t
work, he outlasts them. Just about every
paster has “struck the rock” at one time
or another, but then, like Moses, the
same pastor usually has the resilience to

see things through.

In plain English, it means he can't work
through being mad.

Of course, everyone gets angry, but a
passage in Ephesians says, “Don’t let the
sun go down on your anger.” Underdog
denies he has the anger to begin with. He
wasn't mad when he was preaching with
such anger; it was prophetic. He wasn't
scolding the congregation; it was tough
love.

Underdog needs to begin by remem-
bering some of his
accomplishments. f@?
He has had some P
victories. Celebrate iy
them, and get on
with life. He also
needs to remember
that having egg on -
your face is only the (3
first meal of the ﬁ{.‘-ff‘]fh .
day eThere willibe {U
other meals. There
will be other victories — and defeats.

The apostle Paul told the church at
Corinth, “For our light and momentary
troubles are achieving for us an eternal
glory that far outweighs them all” (II
Corinthians 4:17).

Get out of the underdog rut, and get
on with the task at hand — winning

the lost to Christ, growing disciples,

giving care and healing to the ones in
despair and loneliness. m — Adapted

from The Alabama Baptist, newspaper of
the Alabama Baptist State Convention.
Used by permission. Getting on Top of
Your Work: A Manual for the 21st Centu-
ry Minister is published by Convention
Press: Nashville, Tenn., 1999, and may
be obtained from LifeWay at 1-800-458-
2772.
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of positive Christian leadership

Elijah

Bind the ties of love and courage

Today’s nomenclature calls it tough
love. Some call it a tough mind and a ten-
der heart. Elijah had both. He loved God.
He had the courage to speak to the evils
of his day. Where is your God? he asked.

His sarcasm showed his disdain for
those who had forsaken God. In every ef-
fective leader’s life, there is a time for
love but also a time for courage. Effective
leaders have the courage to speak even
when it is unpopular to speak because
they speak the truth with love.

Peter

Bounce back after.you are knocked down.

In Matthew 16, Peter was seen as both
a “rock” and a “stumbling block.” He was
both blessed and disgraced almost in the
same breath. Discouraged by the disap-
proval of Jesus, yet blessed by the
warmth and affection of Jesus, Peter was
down but not out. Resilience may be the
cornerstone of effective leadership. You
get knocked down, but you bounce back.

There is a little of The Terminator, Su-
perman, Captain Kangaroo, Lone Ranger,
and Underdog in most of us. These cause
us to examine closely our unhealthy char-
acteristics of leadership.

Fortunately, there are models to emu-
late in biblical types of leadership. ®




In Nashville

International Friends group is 25 years old

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

NASHVILLE — Interna-
tional Friends has been meet-
ing each Thursday morning
from September to May at
Woodmont Baptist Church (ex-
cept for a few months) for 25
years. Each week women from
different countries gather at
the church to take English lan-
guage classes, Bible classes,
and participate in fun activi-
ties. This year Spanish lan-
guage classes also have been
offered for women wishing to
communicate with the growing
Hispanic community in Nash-
ville.

Women from area protes-
tant churches, mostly Baptist,
provide the program. They
teach and lead activities such
as cooking, crafts, or music.
And they provide childcare and
refreshments. About 30 volun-
teers serve. The program is
funded by 13 churches, of
which 11 are Baptist, and the
Tennessee Baptist Convention.

Over the past 25 years, In-
ternational Friends, Nashville,
has helped hundreds of women
from 92 countries study English
and make new friends, reported
Elizabeth Childs, director and
member, Judson Baptist

Church. Each woman who par-
ticipates also learns about the

VISITING during the anniversary celebration are, from left, Eliza-
beth Childs, director, International Friends, Nashville, of Judson
Baptist Church, Nashville; Jian Li Chen of China, member, Chinese
Baptist Church, Nashville; Sarah Li Wang; and Nell Magee, retired
from LifeWay Christian Resources, Nashville, who helped start the
program. She is a member of Glendale Baptist Church, Nashville.

1
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READING the Bible in their language durmg the 25th anniversary
celebration of the Nashville program are International Friends, from
left, Mika Satake of Japan, Yoko Tanaka of Japan, and Pooji

Rossoukh of Iran.

William Carey Association mmlsters to Hlspamc populatlon through event

By Connie Davis
Baptist and Reflector

FAYETTEVILLE — About
300-500 Hispanic men move to
rural William Carey Baptist
Association, which is Lincoln
County, each summer, report-
ed director of missions Don
Pierson. Several hundred live
here year round, he noted.

The men move here to work
in the agricultural work, such

as farming, nurseries, and sev-
eral watercress growing opera-
tions.

Pierson felt led to try to
reach them for God. He is a
former missionary to Belize so
he speaks their language,
Spanish. Then Pierson met Mi-
ami Pelaez, an employee of
Frito Lay in Fayetteville and
member of Bethlehem Baptist
Church, Hazel Green, Ala. His
parents are from Cuba.

Christian faith because she re-
ceives a Bible in her language
or English, she said.

This past year, 96 interna-

from 20 countries. The pro-
gram was begun by the stu-
dent department of LifeWay
Christian Resources, Nash-

tional women participated ville. B&R

VOLUNTEERS who have served International Friends, Nashville, since its inception are, from faﬁ%
Williams, Woodmont Baptist Church; Katherine Bean, Brook Hollow Baptist Church; Ma;yq
Stevens, Hillsboro Baptist Church; Jay Vora, a participant from Singapore who became a vafunh
and Zelpha Thompson, Belmont Heights Baptist Church. — Photos by Connie Davis

For Bapt.'s! and Heﬂactar

- NASHVILLE — Jian Li Chen came to the_
United States from her home in China five
years ago with her husband, who does pharma-
cological research at Vanderbilt Umvermty
here. She was 27 years old.

In China she knew of underground Chrlst-
ian groups who met in homes and she had
heard of the Bible, but Chen had never read it.
The country is becommg more open” to reli-
gion, she said, but it is still “very dmmcult” to
learn about it t;here

While growing up in China she studled and
adopted the beliefs of Charles Darwin who de-
veloped evolution and Karl Marx whose writ-
ings began the communist movement. In
Nashville, Chen. learned about God for the ﬁrst
time.

She was introduced to Christianity by a Chi-
nese friend. Then she attended the English as a
Second Language program of First Baptlst
Church, Nashville, and the international pro-
gram of Brentwood Baptist Church, Brentwood.
She learned about International Frlends
Nashville, and began participating init.
~ She has been helped a lot by the programs,
 said Chen, which provide language and cultur-

:}Wlthﬂut expec in; i
'And her Chmese friend whug mtrodu
_her faith tnld Chen hﬂW she ‘had

to become a Chrlstmn as thél

”Esald “But now, in our mind, if I cann
of Innney, it’s OK,” she said, referring
 citizens in America who become Chns

::_;:relaxed 2 she explmned

| :_j"fattltude of j _Joy or hepe p
~ faith, Chen said. No n
. ple have, they can face
~ Christianity, she notﬂd
;_.__'_-help a Iot she added
al training. Her first couple of years in the 165 T
_were dlﬂicult she explamed Chen was a stu-

i

-51dermg the merits of Chrlstlamty, B

an'fi_’_'_hmg in return sh

Chnsnan while in the U.S. ..
She said she went thrnugh a pen

and Islam. After about three years, she ¢
er husband
Wu Wang. They are members of the C
Baptist Church here wh_'.ch ?maets at |
Hills Baptist Church,
~ Chen has noticed twn main beneﬁ .~
tianity. It teaches people the attitude
thanks, she said. This attitude really
community who often face disappoint
cause their expectations for America :
“Most of us come to America for m

“I still need to do my best but '

—

Pierson and Pelaez decided
they could reach the new His-
panic community with help.
And Baptists responded enthu-
siastically, said Pierson.

On Jan. 5 and May 5 the as-
sociation held Hispanic Fies-
tas. The May 5 fiesta was held
to celebrate the Hispanic holi-
day, Cinco de Mayo. Cash
Point Baptist Church, Ard-
more, and Stewart’s Chapel
Baptist Church, Flintville,

events were
Chuy Avila of
the Tennessee
Baptist Con-
vention staff.

panic men at-
tended the first
fiesta, but 12
made profes-
sions of faith.

hosted them. Helping plan the

Only 15 His-

About 70 attended the recent fi-

esta, and 17 men made ﬁf'!-
commitments to God, sal ;

son. The association pié =
hold two fiestas next year

On May 26-28 the asé L'
tion held a tent revival ne
Flintville watercress co ”‘-.’.z.;:..
which hires many Hispat
men. Pierson, Pelaez, ar _';_f;- .
la predicted at press t _F '.
May 26 that many HIB ar
would participate and mé
commitments to God. ®

PIERSON
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5 not forget ‘priesthood of the believer’

,,"; ke ’m

s upcoming annual
’ﬂ:a Southern Baptist
tion June 13-14 in Orlan-
. Southerr Baptists will
r h ﬁrst major overhaul
aptist Faith and Mes-
atement since 1963.
ar reports indicate there
oncerned about what
document. We need to

"nf the importance of
, four pages were

order to allow Tennessee Bap-
tists to read the story about the
proposed changes and to view
the proposed document along
with the 1963 version for them-
selves. Space limitations kept us
from printing the preface or in-
troductory statement which ap-
peared with the proposed docu-
ment on the Internet at
www.sbc.net.

Following this editorial is the
text of the preface. It is not cer-
tain if the preface will be pro-
posed to be included as an offi-
cial part of the document in a

of the 1963 BF&M. One thing is
certain. The preface of the pro-
posed version leaves out two
very important points that are
cited in preamble or opening re-
marks of the 1963 BF&M docu-
ment — a belief in soul compe-
tency before God and the priest-
hood of the believer, and a clari-
fying statement that the BF&M
is not a creed.

As Southern Baptists we
should be concerned that the
idea of soul competency and
priesthood of the believer are not
specifically targeted, either in

Simply put, the idea of priest-
hood of the believer is that no
Christian needs an intermediary
before God other than Jesus
Christ. The idea of soul compe-
tency and priesthood of the be-
liever are not mentioned in the
2000 introductory statement.
The idea that each of us as
Christians can go directly to God
through Jesus is fundamental to
our faith. We do not need a pope
or bishop to intercede for us.

Also, the 1963 preamble clar-
ified the document is not intend-
ed as a creed. While it could be

guage, the proposed document
does not actually state it is not
to be construed as a creed. We
don’t need a creed because we
have God’s Holy Word.

Read the introductory state-
ment and compare the 1963 and
2000 versions of the BF&M
printed in last week’s issue.

Pray that good decisions will

?‘ e paper last week in manner similar to the preamble the preface or the BF&M itself. inferred by some of the lan- be made. BER
—

w Report of the Baptist Faith and Message Study Commitiee
;‘ to the Southern Baptist Convention, June 14, 2000

399 session of the Southern
ﬁ onvention, meeting in Atlanta,
|a, adopted the following motion
8ed to the President of the Con-
2
nove that in your capacity as
srn Baptist Convention chairman,
jpoint a blue ribbon committee to
* the Baptist Faith and Message

ent with the responsibility to re-

ad bring any recommendations to
geting next June in Orlando.”

sident Paige Patterson appointed
mmittee as follows: Max Barnett
steve Gaines (AL), Susie Hawkins

Rudy A. Hernandez (TX), Charles
ley, Jr. (LA), Heather King (IN),

d D. Land (TN), Fred Luter (LA),
ert Mohler Jr. (KY), T. C. Pinck-

TA), Nélson Price (GA), Adrian

5 (TN), Roger Spradlin (CA), Si-

goi (AZ), Jerry Vines (FL). Adrian

t (TN) was appointed chairman.
r committee thus constituted begs

‘0 present its report as follows:
fists are a people of deep beliefs

ed doctrines. Throughout our
we have been a confessional peo-

Jopting statements of faith as a

is to our beliefs and a pledge of our
ilness to the doctrines revealed in
jeripture.

¢ confessions of faith are rooted in
ical precedent, as the church in
age has been called upon to define
efend its beliefs. Each generation

of Christians bears the responsibility of
guarding the treasury of truth that has
been entrusted to us [II Timothy 1:14].
Facing a new century, Southern Bap-
tists must meet the demands and duties
of the present hour.

New challenges to faith appear in
every age. A pervasive anti-supernatu-
ralism in the culture was answered by
Southern Baptists in 1925, when the
Baptist Faith and Message was first
adopted by this Convention. In 1963,
Southern Baptists responded to assaults
upon the authority and truthfulness of
the Bible by adopting revisions to the
Baptist Faith and Message. The Con-
vention added an article on “The Fami-
ly” in 1998, thus answering cultural con-
fusion with the clear teachings of Scrip-
ture. Now, faced with a culture hostile to
the very notion of truth, this generation
of Baptists must claim anew the eternal
truths of the Christian faith.

Your committee respects and cele-
brates the heritage of the Baptist Faith
and Message, and affirms the decision of
the Convention in 1925 to adopt the
New Hampshire Confession of Faith, “re-
vised at certain points and with some
additional articles growing out of certain
needs . . . .” We also respect the impor-
tant contributions of the 1925 and 1963
editions of the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage.

With the 1963 committee, we have
been guided in our work by the 1925

“statement of the historic Baptist concep-
tion of the nature and function of confes-
sions of faith in our religious and denomi-
national life ... .” It i1s, therefore, quoted 1n
full as a part of this report to the Conven-
tion:

(1) That they constitute a consensus
of opinion of some Baptist body, large or
small, for the general instruction and
guidance of our own people and others
concerning those articles of the Christ-
ian faith which are most surely held
among us. They are not intended to add
anything to the simple conditions of sal-
vation revealed in the New Testament,
viz., repentance toward God and faith in
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.

(2) That we do not regard them as
complete statements of our faith, hav-

ing any quality of finality or infallibili-

ty. As in the past so in the future, Bap-
tists should hold themselves free to re-

‘yvise their statements of faith as may

seem to them wise and expedient at any
time.

(3) That any group of Baptists, large
or small, have the inherent right to
draw up for themselves and publish to
the world a confession of their faith
whenever they may think it advisable to
do so.

(4) That the sole authority for faith and
practice among Baptists is the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments. Confes-
sions are only guides in interpretation,
having no authority over the conscience.

‘hold precious and as essential to the

(6) That they are statements of reli-
gious convictions, drawn from the Scrip-
tures, and are not to be used to hamper
freedom of thought or investigation in
other realms of life.

Baptist churches, associations, and
general bodies have adopted confessions
of faith as a witness to the world, and as
instruments of doctrinal accountability.
We are not embarrassed to state before
the world that these are doctrines we

Baptist tradition of faith and practice.
As a committee, we have been
charged to address the “certain needs” of
our own generation. In an age increas-
ingly hostile to Christian truth, our

challenge is to express the truth as re-
vealed in Scripture, and to bear witness

to Jesus Christ, who is “the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.”

The 1963 committee rightly sought to
identify and affirm “certain definite doc-
trines that Baptists believe, cherish, and
with which they have been and are now
closely identified.” Our living faith is es-
tablished upon eternal truths. “Thus
this generation of Southern Baptists is
in historic succession of intent and pur-
pose as it endeavors to state for its time
and theological climate those articles of
the Christian faith which are most sure-
ly held among us.”

It is the purpose of this statement of
faith and message to set forth certain
teachings which we believe. ®

alachian outreach

nj’ Tennessee churches
iy have made plans for
aer missions projects.

ver, we have found that
churches wait to the last
te to decide on a project
ften have difficulty find-
'M to do.

e Appalachian Regional
ih'!, a consortium of 11
s, including Tennessee,
i to provide intentional

missions response to the spiri-
tual and physical needs of the
Appalachian area by linking
Southern Baptist volunteers
with missien projects in Ap-
palachia.

Projects include a wide vari-
ety of needs. For more infor-
mation about projects, call Ter-
rie Hannah at (304) 757-0944.

Jere Phillips, exec. director

West Va. Baptist Convention

Scott Depot,W.V. 25560

Impersonators

Last week a panel shared
that women should not serve
as pastors in Baptist churches.
I believe the panel’s report vio-
lates four cherished beliefs of
Baptist life

(1) Every true Baptist em-
braces soul competency. No
human sources can ascertain a

. cide.

calling, only the Holy Spirit
leading in the mind and soul of
the called.

(2) Each congregation led of
the Holy Spirit decides who
should serve as pastor, not a
panel.

(8) The priesthood of every
believer affirms that no Bap-
tist allows any human means
between himself/herself and
the Holy Spirit’s call — no
priest, pastor, professor, or
panel.

(4) God alone is the authori-
ty in who is called. Am I advo-
cating that women should
serve as pastors in Baptist
churches? No. I am saying it is
between the called individual,
the church, and the Lord to de-
I fully respect persons
with different convictions.

For me, the real tragedy in
this report is that it denies one

of the things which Jesus came
to do — give women equal
worth, dignity, and value as
men. In my estimation, when
you deny the four basic Baptist
beliefs as discussed above,

" there will be a lot of folk walk-

ing around impersonating a
“Baptist.”

Bill Sherman

Nashville 37215

No creed

With millions needing to
hear the Gospel story, some
Southern Baptists want to lim-
it those who can proclaim
Christ. Somehow -many Scrip-
tures including Galatians 3:28
(There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male
or female, for all of you are one
in Christ Jesus) are over-

"May:

looked.

An even more crucial pro-
posed change to the Baptist
Faith and Message is removing
the words “soul competency be-
fore God, freedom in religion,
and priesthood of the believer.”
This is a step toward a creed
for people who once declared
“no creed but the Bible.”

It is also a threat to freedom
in Christ. History records that
from the very beginning Bap-
tists have a long and faithful
commitment to freedom for all.
Now some want pastor control
in the local congregation and a
merging of government and
church.

According to the Gospels,
Jesus said, “Render unto Cae-
sar that which is Caesar’s and
unto God that which is God’s.”

Howard Olive
Maryville 37803




Need something for your
group to do?

SENIOR MINISTER: First Baptist OFFICE MANAGER: Operate teer general office workers. Fa-

ff HEATERS, PL
FACTORY D]

. . TOLL FREE NAT
Church, Fayetteville, NC, is seek- and maintain an office service miliarity with internet wet? site Méx&m.’fzfﬁaﬂwy lmmﬁ
ing a senior minister. Our churchis and support function that sup- creation and maintenance Is r:'ie- Sl Dt Biss @‘ Hlxglgﬂlﬁgfg Eﬁrﬁm‘
a mission-minded and community- ports the ministerial staff, other sirable. Detailed job description >
oriented congregation affiliated employees, and volunteer work- available upon request. Expres- Cherokee Rafting
with the SBC and CBF. We affirm ers with general office duties in- sions of interest and applications CLAS S|F|ED
automony of the local church, cor- cluding maintenance of office should be directed to the Per- 1;%04!333??5

porate worship, and stewardship. files, records, schedules, secre- sonnel Committee and Dr. Roy
Send resumes to Senior Pastor tarial activities, and minor exec- Graves, Pastor First Baptist
Search Committee, P.O. Box utive duties. Job includes super- Church, P.O. Box 239, Kingston,
53476, Fayetteville, NC 28305. vision of other paid and volun- TN 37763.

YOUTH MINISTER: Parm
staff position is available at
ton Baptist Church, Ringgol
Church is located off |-75 H
approximately 8 miles from g

D I A B E T I cs tanooga. Interested youth

ters mail your resume to

Ocoee, TN 37361
Group Rates — $20 per person
on Weekdays & Sundays

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step.

Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today! : : ~ Minister Search Committee g
1-800-330-3622 - With Medlcare and lqsurancg. Boynton Dr., Ringgold, GA &
Buses! Vans! People Movers! Save Money on Diabetic Supplies. or fax (706) 861-7234. '

www.tri-statevanbus.com * x

For More Info Call: sTUDENTS/ACTIVIE B

i
e

LifeVWay: cHuRcH BusEs 1-800-337-4144 sscke fultime minfsigh

dents and activities. Pleas:
resume to First Baptist C
c/o Search Committee, ¢ @
Stonewall St., McKenzi
38201. Resumes received il
er than June 15.

* * *

...if you are investing enough? DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS i

A Sereree of LifeWay Clirprian Stores

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. | ..
“Raised Roof” Vas i Stock (No CDL) D O you 1{1]0\‘?' ?

® Center Aisle
% ®Low First Step W ... how much you need to retire?
& ®2/1 Seating

@®Bucket Seats

& ® More Headroom
® 15 Passengers

2000 Model: $34,000 (New)
1999 Model: $29,900 (Low Miles) S

i berland Gap Baptist Assoc
... how much you should be located in Claiborne Col

Upper East Tennessee, is @
ing a full-time director of mi:
As we seek God'’s will in ot

~ investing each month?

1998 Model: $28,500 (Low Miles) 7. Fhe Churely Annuity Plan i istry, he may be speaking
‘96\ o@ ilt'ﬁi:__';l_u'il 1~xt'|||:~i\'l‘|}' for vour Please send your resu

800-370-61 80 v chureh stall’s vetivement needs. Ask Cumberland Gap Assoc
www.carpenterbus.com “heAnnuity Board to prepare a R0 Box 147, HATEES

s 37752, Attn. Search Comm
|n~|'-ulﬂaii_ixr_t| Retirement Foreeaster ek

[or vour ministers and chureh SHEPHERD: Do you love
o (people)? Castlewood B
Church is looking for the
herd after God's own heal

LifeWayJ Christian Resourcese .\ . wil foad s with knoia|

OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION Rk s I i
: ~Richard Skidmore, your Tennessee understanding. Jeremiah

: L i - Please send resumes for fi

[ ] @ - i ‘1 ST 4] ) rEs -j '
ﬂ % tg 0 rgcza hon I’l:._[]l}hl.ll[dtf\t: at (800) 558-2090 Ext. 2009 bastor to Pastor Searehils |
p for information. tee, 124 Pajaro Way, Valle

Or visit our Web site 94591 .
Dear Southern Baptist Partners in Christ, ANNUITY LlOZNNO RN www.absbe.org R
; FAMILY LIFE DIRECTOF

time director of family il
conference center. Send I
to Clear Creek Baptist Bib
lege, Student Affairs, 300&
Creek Rd., Pineville, KY 40
MUSIC/EDUCATION: Hig
FBC, seeks to find the rig
son to serve as Associate
— Music and Education. T |8
be a new position for ou =

- year old growing church. B &
style of worship. Age and MM
ence left to God. Please s(
sume to FBC-Highlands
Box 625, Highlands, NG | &

S p.m. fax (828) 526-5441, e-mai!

Omni Rosen Hotel - 9840 International Drive nc@ dnet.net. |

_t*1n|i|u§'1_'r-~.

Thank you for affirming our new name: LifeWay Christian
Resources of the Southern Baptist Convention.

More than 600 ministers and laity were surveyed this past fall
by a national research firm, and the majority strongly supported
the Life Way name and its ministerial benefits:

“The name presents their purpose better.”

ome dine with us.

“The old name gives me a legalistic feel, where LifeWay has mercy
involved in it.”

“I think they wanted to let the name reflect more of & balanced
ministry. They aren’t just Sunday school material but worship,
counseling, etc.”

These quotes tell the whole story. The Sunday School Board
name no longer represented our extensive offering of Christian
resources. A new name was desired to lift up Christ and our
agency’s Christian mission. LifeWay comes from John 14:6 in
which Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” We put Tuesday, June 13
two of those claims in our name, and our logo is the cross — the
symbol of truth. That’s why the very name, LifeWay, gives us the
opportunity to witness for our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Union University will host its annual Alumni & Friends
Dinner during the upcoming Southern Baptist Convention..

. 2 . . Orlando, FL - Room: Signature 1 Level 1 e
It 1s our wonderful privilege at LifeWay to assist Southern MUSIC/CHILDREN: First
Baptist churches by providing “&iblical solutions for life.” You E $16 per person Church. White Pine. is cu i
have my assurance that we will always uphold our traditional ' seekin 'a full-time ministér n
Southern Baptist beliefs and values in all of the Christian Pastors and church staff, alumni and friends are invited 2l an% children. If inter &K
resources we produce for you. to attend. Reservations can be made in advance by please send or tax resum B
We pray that the Lord will richly bless you as you seek to fulfill calling 1-800-338-6644. Tickets will also be on sale at O. Box 590 White Pin/

the Great Commission.

the Union University Exhibit during the convention. 37890, (865) 674-8987 (fax

. * *
In His love,

, P MUSIC/YOUTH: Seeking fi I
:: ! -'-,T-ﬁ,- UNION minister of music/youth in ¢ %%

e~ UNIVERSITY area, Western Fayett@.f '

James 1. Draper, Jr. 1050 Union University Drive near Highway 64. Send r I
President, LifeWay Christian Resources Jackson, TN 38 305?3;69? to Personnel Committee '

196, Hickory Withe, TN 38C




yrldview?
erybody

™ e )
-4as one
e A
| teve Holt
seal Passages: Psalm 1:1-6; Proverbs 14:2;
1 | Isaiah 55:8-9; Matthew 7:24-27
s LT worldview is the lens through which we in-
S -et life. Every person has a worldview which

.M ences every aspect of his/her life. Christians
isi alled to develop a biblical worldview, one that
o tamned by the existence and character of an
.. anging, holy God who has revealed himself to
M8 wrough the Scriptures and in history. Over the

13 weeks we will look at the essential compo-

s of a biblical worldview.

o« ecognize two perspectives exist (Isaiah
9). There are only two ways of looking at the
d, God’s way and the world’s way. God’s ways
his thoughts are higher than those of the
d because they are godly and righteous, while
vorld’s ways and thought processes are corrupt
self-centered. Most people have trouble admit-
g that their way of viewing the world is inade-

e and flawed in comparison to God’s world-
. They want to justify their actions and call
8 truth into question. However, God’s chal-
g in Isaiah 55:8-9 is for his people to adopt his
pective on life and reject the world’s destruc-
and dangerous perspective. St
alue God’s way (Psalm 1:1-3). Psalm 1 serves

spiritual signpost showing people how to live
Fding to God’s worldview. It contrasts godly
ungodly living. Verse one shows the believer
: he/she should not do through a progression of
& phrases which are introduced by the words
,,” “stand,” and “sit.” The Psalmist shows that

h,y of sin and destruction begins by walking
rdmg to the advice of wicked people. That kind
tivity leads to standing or fellowshipping with
ers. The final step in this subtle progression
s the person sitting with those who scorn and
¢ the name of God.

en the Psalmist contrasts those negative be-
lors with the positive activities of “delighting”
nd “meditating” on the law of the Lord. The
d prosper in verse three refers to having suc-
- in doing the will of God. While the world may
.k God's way is restrictive and harsh, in reality
‘way is the only one that brings true fulfillment.
3eware of the human way (vv. 4-6). The hu-
1 way is the exact opposite of God’s way. In-
ud of growing toward fruitfulness and fulfill-
it, the human way rapidly descends toward de-
iction and judgment. The Psalmist gives us a
d m&ttlm as description. A farmer would throw
shed grain into the air, allowing the wind

.am may the husks, leaves, and stalks — or
{7, leaving the grain. The chaff represents those
o reject God’s worldview. The word wicked
18 to anyone who tries to live apart from God’s
v, not just those who participate in perverse be-
rior, We are then told God watches over those
o are in his will.
Choose God’s way (Proverbs 14:12;
itthew 7:24-27). These final two passages reit-
ite the futility of ignoring God’s worldview.
sverbs 14:12 warns that regardless of how invit-
| the world's way may appear, it ultimately leads
ﬂﬁl_ﬂl.mtthaw 7:24-27 teaches that adopting a
MN'IMW does not mean that we will be
mune to tragedy, but we will be able to endure
~ 2 trials of life and emerge victorious. — Holt is
|  stor, First Baptist Church, Surgoinsville.

l
|
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Living is Christ

By Dan Milliken

Focal Passage: Philippians 1:12-26

Perhaps you've heard the acrostic for JOY which exem-
plifies how the Christian should live: J means “Jesus”
first; O means “others” second; and Y means “yourself”
last. The book of Philippians is best known as the “epistle
of joy.” The word joy is mentioned one way or the other 19
times in the letter. How could the Apostle Paul experience
joy while in prison chained to a guard? Because his confi-
dence and joy was in Christ and not his circumstances.

In this lesson, Paul chooses to be optimistic, joyful, and
confident in God’s sovereignty even under arrest and the
possibility of death awaiting him. Paul saw his imprison-
ment as helping to advance the Gospel (v. 21).

Benefitted from the past (vv. 12-14). Paul concluded
that “what happened” to him would neither stifle his min-
istry nor the spread of the Gospel. What Satan had
planned to short-circuit Paul’s preaching ministry actually
led to its “furtherance” (KJV) or “greater progress” (NAS).
He speaks of two wonderful results of his confinement in
verses 13 and 14. First, Paul witnessed to Rome’s most
elite soldiers, many of whom would be saved! The “praeto-
rian guard” was the real power of the Roman empire.
Twenty-four hours a day, one after another these soldiers
were chained to Paul. They heard him pray, dictate his
epistles, and listened as he told them about Jesus. Paul
had a captive audience! Secondly, Paul’s courageous exam-
ple was encouraging “most of the brethren ... to speak the
word of God more courageously and fearlessly” (v. 14).

Experienced joy in the present (vv. 15-18). Some
were not preaching the Gospel with the proper attitude.
Paul states that some preached “out of envy and strife”

that Christ was being
preached! Paul’s philoso-
phy is excellent for us to-
day. Paul had confidence
that God’s Spirit would
prevail in the hearts of
those who heard the message, regardless of the motive and
attitude of the preacher.

Had confidence for the future (vv. 19-26). Paul
didn’t know what the future would hold, but he did know
who holds the future! In verse 19 he states, “I know that
this” (his present situation) would result in Christ being
magnified, whether he “lived or died” (v. 20). Paul’s life
purpose was to exalt Christ, and out of this purpose he de-
veloped his philosophy of life as seen in verse 21, For me to
live is Christ, and to die is gain. His steadfast commitment
to Jesus gave him a deep sense of security as he faced life
and death issues. He confessed that it would be far better
for him to depart and be with Christ, but it would be bet-
ter for the Philippians if he lived so that he could minister,
teach, and witness for Christ (vv. 22-24).

In verses 25-26 Paul was confident God would allow
him to live longer to carry out his ministry to the Philip-
pines. His ministry would lead to two results (1) progress
(v. 25). This is the same word Paul used in verse 12. It
refers to'woodcutters who blazed new trails for the army,
cutting away the underbrush. In essence Paul was saying,
“I will go where there is no path and leave a trail.” A sec-
ond product of his continued life would be (2) “joy in the
faith” (v. 25). Paul told the Philippians they would experi-
ence a joy like nothing the world offers. Any desire Paul
had to live was for the sake of the Gospel and those to
whom he could minister. Despite his circumstances, he
would not give up. Former vice-president Hubert
Humphrey once said, “Some people look upon any setback’
as the end. They’re looking for the benediction, rather than
the invocation.” Nothing should deter or distract the fol-
lower of Christ. The joy of the Lord and confidence in him
does not depend on our circumstances, it comes from with-

in. Life’s goal, and also death’s, is to have confidence in
Christ, exalt him in all we do, and thus experience true

and some out of “contention.” However, some were preach-
ing Christ out of “good will” and “love.” In verse 18 Paul
sums up his reaction to the situation, rejoicing in the fact

JOY!
Juliet.

Glorified Christ

By Ray Fullilove

Focal Passage:

Revelation 1:1, 10-20

QOur attention in this quar-
ter of study comes from the
last book in the Bible with
the words of our living Savior
and should leave a lingering effect on
us. Thus, we have given to us the glo-
rious revelations of a glorified Christ.
These words should be more than an-
ticipated enigmatic uncertainties
about prophecy, but the everlasting
and enriching principles in these “end
times” that says to us that God wins
and we win with God. We can only
agree with Torrcy, “Faith in Christ is
safe, but faith in Scripture is sure!”
Thus, saints of God, hang in there for
here are some inspiring truths!

Jesus still speaks to us in his
word (vv. 1-3). First, this is not just a
revelation concerning Christ, but one
from him. These words are from
Christ, to his church, and by his com-
mitted servant, John (v. 1). This word
is sovereign, singular, and sufficient.
It is sovereign because our king of glo-
ry speaks them to us. It is singular for
it is the Revelation (no plural) of Je-
sus, our living Lord. It is sufficient for
now we have words of our living Sav-
ior which speak words that can resur-

rect our faith, our faithfulness, andy

our fellowship with our King of kings
and our Lord of lords. Two, these are
words that lift our hearts. In these

last days, the redeemed of the Lord
need words of encouragement, enrich-
ment, and enlightenment to endure
for the glory of God (v. 2). Three,
these are words which will last forev-
er. If this is so, then let us hear what
Jesus says; see, discerningly, what Je-
sus shows; and become serious about
following Jesus (v. 3). Here is light for
our darkness, life instead of death,
victory instead of defeat, and a crown
of serenity and victory instead of a
cross of suffering and failure.

Jesus still moves us by his spir-
it (vv. 4-10). Unless there is his spir-
it, we have no life. As we become con-
sumed by the living spirit of our glori-
fied Christ, we cannot but tell the
world about Jesus, touch lives with
his presence, and let our light shine
brighter for those in darkness. Our
Lord still moves us by his spirit. His
grace is sufficient, his goodness is still
supreme, and his glory continues to
shine. Here are primary lessons from
our Lord to his church (v. 4), about
our conqueror (vv. 5-8), and for the
committed (vv. 9-11). When we sur-
render to the holy spirit of God, see
our Lord high and lifted up, and sense

— Milliken is pastor of Hickory Hills Baptist Church, Mt.

that conviction of genuine
commitment, the church will
rise again! So, saints of God,
leave your despondency, let
go of your discouragement,
and live again with a doxolo-
gy on your tongue and with
dedication in your life. We
have a living Savior, a conquering
Lord, and a coming King. Jesus still
moves us by his Spirit — if we let him.

Jesus still leaves us with praise
in our hearts (vv. 12-20). At the
very outset, for the redeemed of the
Lord, here is happiness not horror, de-
light nor despair, and deliverance not
desperation. Indeed, saints, we have a
song to sing — worthy is the lamb! Je-
sus is worthy of our adoration (vv. 12-
16). He is clothed in honor (v. 13), has
a countenance of conviction (v. 14), re-
mains confident of victory (vv. 15-16),
and confronts us with his call. Two,
Jesus is worthy of our admiration (vv.
17-18). He gives us faith, not fear (v.
17), eternal life not death (v. 18), and
the majestic mystery of godliness
which will linger and last forever (v.
19). Three, Jesus is worthy of our ac-
clamation (v. 20).

We are to be the stars that shine
forever in the darkness of the world,
and the surrender servants of our glo-
rified Christ who glorify Jesus. Let us
go to glorify our glorified Christ! -
Fullilove is pastor, Poplar Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Memphis




m Larry Klrk of the Ten-

nessee Baptist Convention
staff was recently elected
chairperson of a search com-
mittee for national coordinator
of Appalachian Regional Min-
istry (ARM). The person would
be the second coordinator of
ARM, which is a 10-state con-
sortium formed by Baptists to
address the spiritual and phys-
ical needs of people groups liv-
ing in the Appalchian region of
the United States. Resumes
are being accepted until Aug.
1. All resumes should be sent
to Kirk, TBC, P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024. For
more information, contact Kirk
at (615) 371-2073.

m First Baptist Church,
Medina, has called Mike Pen-
ny as music director.

m New Hope Baptist
Church, Dyer, has called John
Fields as pastor.

® First Baptist Church,

Clinton, has called J. Paul
Frick as pastor. Calvin Met-
calf, retired pastor, Central
Baptist Church, Fountain City,
Knoxville, has been interim
pastor.

music teaclnng June :931
the Canadian Baptlst _S_eml:_
1ar] __::__'Cochrane, Canda .

ber, First Baptist Church,
Rutherford, will serve in Ro-
mania soon.

m Shelby Lord, a member

of First Baptist Church, Lenoir
City, has been called as Part-
nership Missions and Missions
Opportunities Volunteer Coor-
dinator, Loudon County Bap-
tist Association, based in
Lenoir City.

m Herbie Ewers, a stu-

dent at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville,
Ky., was ordained to the min-
istry by Sullivan Baptist
Church, Kingsport, April 9.
Debbie Ewers, his wife, also is
a student at the seminary. The
couple are preparing to be In-
ternational Mission Board mis-
sionaries. Herbie Ewers left a
job at Eastman Chemical Com-
pany to enter seminary. Deb-
bie is a licensed practical
nurse. They have been mem-
bers of Sullivan Church for
many years.

m Randy Fleener has

been called as minister of
youth and education, Sun-
swept Baptist Church, Union
City. He and his wife, Gwynne,
are houseparents for the Open
Door Ministries home of the
church and Tennessee Baptist
Children’s Homes.

m First Baptist Church,
Sweetwater, has called
Jonathan N. Haskew as
minister of education and
youth. A native of Tennessee,
Haskew has served on the staff
of churches in Louisiana before
his graduation in May from
New Orleans (La.) Baptist
Theological Seminary.

B Wayne Cable has re-

cently been called as pastor,
Hickory Hill Baptist Church,
Lynchburg.

B First Baptist Church,

Niota, has called Neil Richer-
son as minister of music. Rich-
erson has served on the staff of
Polk Avenue Baptist Church,
Athens, and Maple Street Bap-
tist Church, Cleveland. He also
works for Columbia/HCA
Healthcare Corporation.

® Brian Walls has been

called as pastor, Glenwood
Baptist church, Oak Ridge.

B Andy Clenney, minister

of music, Calvary Baptist
Church, Brownsville, has been
called to a church staff role in
Lancaster, Ky.

® Ralph Brown, minister
of music, Brownsville Baptist
Church, Brownsville, was hon-
ored recently for serving in
that role for 18 years. At that

time he began serving as min-
1ster tofamilies.

m White Hall Baptist
Church, Trenton, has called

Chris League as youth minis-
ter, effective May 7. He is a

m Shirley Hester, mem-

THE WOMAN'’S MISSIONARY UNION of Nashville Baptist Associ-
ation celebrated its 100th anniversity at its annual meeting April 27
at Crievewood Baptist Church, Nashville. Katharine Bryan, left, re-
tired executive director of Tennessee Woman’s Missionary Union,
presented the keynote address. Candy Phillips, right, state WMU
president, presented a charge to the officers which included Nelda
Brown, center, director of Nashville WMU.

student at Union University,
Jackson. League is a native of
Smyrna.

B Les Collier has been

named administrator, Cherry
Road Baptist Church, Mem-
phis. A general contractor for
25 years, Collier began work-
ing part-time at the church in
January 1999 and full-time re-
cently.

m Cathy Hooker was

named administrator, First
Baptist Church, Memphis, in
March.

Memorial
Baptist Church, Knoxville,
will host the Pilgrim Heirs
June 11 at 7 p.m. For more in-

formation, contact Margaret
Hopper at (865) 584-7905.

B Glenwood Baptist

Church, Nashville, held a
noteburning ceremony to cele-
brate the debt-free status of its
renovation project May 7. The
renovation provided a new
front foyer, renovation of sanc-
tuary, new parking area, and
new spire with elevator.

m Gallaher

B University Parkway
Baptist Church, Johnson
City, will host David Ring,
evangelist of Franklin, June 4

‘at 10:30 a.m. For more infor-

mation, call (423) 926-5841.

B A recent revival at East-
side Baptist Church, Cam-
den, resulted in six people
making professions of faith
and many others making other
spiritual decisions. Floyd
“Lammie” Lammersfeld, evan-
gelist of McKenzie, spoke.

B Bordeaux Baptist
Church, Nashville, will hold
Vacation Bible School June 12-
16. It will have the theme,
“Road Rally 2000 — In the Race
With Jesus.”

m A team of 10 members of
First Baptist Church, Hum-

boldt, served in Charleston,
S.C., beginning April 29. They
conducted inner city ministry.

B Central Baptist Church,

Johnson City, recently com-
pleted renovation of its facili-
ties, which provided a youth
ministries suite, updated sanc-
tuary, and architectural plans
for administrative offices.

m Oakwood Baptist
Church, Milan, celebrated its
100th anniversary April 30.

® Fruitland Baptist

Church, Humboldt, held a
noteburning April 30 to ob-
serve its debt-free status on its
new building.-

® Youth of Meridian Bap-
tist Church, Knoxville, will
conduct missions in Jackson
July 1-8.

B A team from First Bap-

tist Church, Sweetwater,
will participate in World
Changers in Natchez, Miss.,
July 15-22.

B The youth of Calvary
Baptist Church, Knoxville,
will serve in the Bahamas
June 24 — July 2.

m First Baptist Church,

Lawrenceburg, will send a
team to South Dakota to do
missions work July 7-15.

observed June 11.

DENNIS BEAL, left, pastor, Enon Baptist Church, M 5:._'2 :i
receives a plaque from George Hill, retired director of mk
Carroll-Benton Baptist Association, based in Hunrfng Of
plaque, which is from the Tennessee Baptist Historical S
commemorates the church’s 200th anniversary, wmch

B Loudon County !
tist Association, basi
Lenoir City, will con
World Changers projects
8-15. About 200 World C}
ers volunteers from outsid |
association will serve.

B Greg Pillon has|

named News and Informs
Officer, Belmont Univer
Nashville. Pillon was se
news producer, WKRN - €
nel 2. He has worked in1
media for nearly 10 years.

®m A March for Jesuﬁl |
be held in Clarksville Jun |
at 9 a.m. at Veterans Pla
Pageant Lane (origin
Montgomery Ward Plaza).

more information, call (¢
906-5005.

B The Tennessee Baﬂ

Convention and volunteer |
Judson Baptist Church, Pﬁ
ville, provide the Bapfis
Reﬂector to people wit u*
al handicaps on cassettét

weekly. For more informa
contact Melanie Allr-,m _
TBC staff at 1-800-558-
(615) 371-2031.




