rossville church dedi-
ites first sanctuary. —
age 4

nd how much your
wreh gave to Coopera-
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auses. — Pages 5-13

tR to provide
C coverage
June 21 issue

Bapnsr and Reflector

RILANDO, Fla. — The
| st dnd Reflector will pro-
complete coverage of the
‘aal meeting of the South-
Baptist Convention (held
2 13-14) in the June 21 is-

[ews Editor Connie Davis is
)rlando this week and will
st with news coverage of
annual meeting, along with
arage of Tennessee Baptist
slvement in Crossover Or-
do, an evangelistic thrust
d in conjunction with the
wual meeting.
Sditor Lonnie Wilkey was
tble to attend the annual
ating due to a family emer-
cy.
Juring the SBC meeting,
ithern Baptists are expected
elect a new president and
(sider a revised version of
Baptist Faith and Message
tement. B
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By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

LINDEN — A concern about
the deteriorating condition of
the family unit was evident
among those gathered at the
Spring Summit on the family
May 30-31 at LindenValley
Baptist Conference Center.

The summit was sponsored
by the Tennessee Baptist Con-
vention and drew participants
from the Executive Board staff
and several TBC institutions.

Leaders came away from
the summit determined to
work together to do more to
make families in Tennessee
stronger.

TBC Executive Director
James Porch noted that family
ministry was a priority cited
by a communications audit a
few years ago.

The purpose of the summit
was to bring the institutions
together to see what is taking
place in regard to family min-
istry in the state and to discov-
er ways to work together.

“We cannot afford to be lon-
ers in this ministry,” said TBC
Executive Director James
Porch. “We need each other.”

Condition of the family

Summit participants quick-
ly concluded that the family
unit in Tennessee in particular
and in America in general is in
trouble. “One of the saddest
tragedies of our time is the dis-
integration of the family,” said

HomelLife

S’tam Edl'ﬂoﬂ

e T

i Y

ey WEASS - -

B A P T I s I

RREELECTOE

June 14, 2000

i e T

PARTICIPANTS at the Spring Summit on the Family visit during
a break at LindenValley Baptist Conference Center. From left are
Kenny Cooper, president, Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes; Nao-
mi Larsen, chair, sociology and social work and director of the
family studies program, Union University, Jackson; Tony Rankin,
clinical psychologist and member of First Baptist Church, Nash-
ville; and James Porch, executive director, Tennessee Baptist

Convention.

Bryant Millsaps, president of

Tennessee Baptist Children’s
Homes.

Don Mauldin of the TBC
Christian Growth and Devel-
opment group previewed sever-
al trends that will affect fami-
lies in the 21st century.

Among them were predic-
tions that premarital and ex-
tramarital sex will increase
and divorce will become even
more accepted as a norm, he
said.

Mauldin also noted that the
number of single households
and number of cohabitating
couples will increase.

Tony Rankin, a clinical psy-
chologist and member of First
Baptist Church, Nashville,
agreed that the family unit is
heading in the wrong direc-
tion. “Hopefully, we can
change the direction our fami-
lies are going,” he said.

What is the family?

Rankin offered several sug-
gestions as to why the family
unit is disintegrating by defin-
ing what the family unit has
become.

» The family i1s too busy.

Rankin noted that church,
work, and extracurricular ac-
tivities such as sports all con-

TBC leaders explore ways to help families

tribute to families being too
busy. “We (the church) have to
be careful not to encourage
people to be too busy,” Rankin
said. “We have to help families
slow down,” he stressed.

Bill Northcott, leader of the
Church Staff Leadership
group, agreed. “In church we
profess family values but we

.overschedule events that keep

families from being together,”
he observed.

» The average family eats
one meal together per week at
home. “When we stop eating
together, we stop sharing.
There becomes a lack of intim-
cacy,” Rankin cautioned.

» Resentments. The num-
ber one cause of counseling is
resentment, which Rankin de-
fined as broken expectations or
promises. “When you get mar-
ried, you don’t get what you
think you're getting,” he ob-
served. “Just because you
didn’t get it doesn’t mean you
should get divorced.”

Rankin said it is critical to
help married couples under-
stand there are expressed and
unexpressed expectations in a
marriage relationship.

» Passing stress on to chil-
dren. “We are in over our
heads as parents,” Rankin
said. “We don’t do it on pur-
pose, but we pass stress on to
our children,” he said.

— See TBC, page 4

Tennessee Baptist tapped to edit family magazine

=, _ .
|-orrection
| In last week’s page 1 story
P giving remains strong in
3 ate,” the wrong amount was
iven. After seven months of
' he fiscal year Tennessee
|| laptists have given
| 20,635,050, not $18,859,905
| s was reported.. We regret
: ?" his error, — Lonnie Wilkey

[ | —

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — Sam House, an 18-
yvear employee of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources was named editor-in-chief of
HomelLife magazine, effective June 1.

House is a member of Crievewood Bap-
tist Church here.

“Sam has had years of experience in
writing and editing and he has a passion
for impacting families,” said Selma Wil-
son, director of LifeWay's discipleship
magazine department.

House will become HomelLife's sixth ed-
itor since the family magazine was found-
ed in 1947. He follows Jon Walker who re-
signed in March to pursue writing and

other ministry opportunities. Walker's ed-
itorial columns will continue appearing in
HomelLife through August because of the
magazine's publication schedule.

For the past seven
years, House, 47, has been
serving as leadership spe-
cialist in LifeWay's disci-
pleship and family group.
Working closely with Hen- [\
ry Blackaby, House’s pri-
mary responsibility has
been to provide coordina-
tion for the “Experiencing
God” line of products and serve as facilita-
tor of the “Experiencing God"” advisory
team.

House previously worked in LifeWay's
discipleship youth section as a design edi-
tor where he was responsible for The
Youth Disciple periodical, editing books,
and training adult youth leaders.

With a circulation of 500,000, HomelLife
is one of LifeWay's highest circulation
magazines. “I can’t think of anything more
important than growing and encouraging
Christian families,” House said.

“HomelLife has the opportunity every
month to help families recognize how God
i1s working in and through their homes.”

He is married to Polly House, editor of
Facts & Trends, LaifeWay's corporate com-
munications magazine. They have two
sons, Tyler, 13, and Travis, 11. 8
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Tennessee foundation
gives $173,200

in scholarships
For Baptist and Reflector

BRENTWOOD — Almost 300
students — 298 — from Ten-
nessee Baptist churches will re-
ceive Tennessee Baptist Founda-
tion scholarships totaling
$173,200 for the 2000-2001 aca-
demic year. These students from
across the state are studying at
colleges, universities, and sémi-
naries.

Applications for scholarships
are received by the foundation
from December to Feb. 28 each
year. The foundation’s scholar-
ship committee evaluates the
applications and awards scholar-
ships based on the applicant’s
academic record, testimony, and
recommendations from the ap-
plicant’s pastor.

The program began in 1987
and is funded by Tennessee Bap-
tists, either through gifts to the
scholarship fund or bequests
from their estates.

For more information, contact
Bo Childs or Gary Coltharp of
the Tennessee Baptist Founda-
tion at 1-800-552-4644 or write

the foundation at P.O. Box 728,
Brentwood, TN 37024. =&

Evangelical leaders
respond fo Chicago
interfaith leaders

Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA — Top evangelical
leaders joined prominent South-
ern Baptists in a rejoinder to
critics of efforts to preach the
Christian Gospel to people of
other faiths.

A “Chicago Declaration on
Religious Freedom” released
June 2 challenged those who
contend that attempts to prose-
lytize non-Christians “under-
mine a peaceful, pluralistic soci-
ety and may lead to intolerance,
bigotry, and even violence.”

) il

Associated Baptist Press

DALILAS — Texas Baptists’ top paid leader
says he will seek to amend the Baptist Faith
and Message when a new version of the con-
fessional statement is proposed to the South-
ern Baptist Convention June 14. _

Charles Wade, executive director of the
Baptist General Convention of Texas, previ-
ously criticized proposed revisions to the 1963
document for leaving out some key references
that were included in the old statement.

Wade echoed those comments in his weekly
column in the June 5 issue of the Baptist Stan-
dard newspaper.

“I believe any Baptist statement of faith
should clearly affirm soul competency, the
priesthood of the believer, and local church au-
tonomy, and it should make clear that Christ
is our guide for interpreting the Bible,” Wade
wrote.

“As a Baptist ought to do when he or she
has a concern, I will be at the SBC to offer an
amendment, which I hope will be a unifying
word for Southern Baptists,” Wade continued.

This year’s convention meets June 13-14 in

Texan to offer amendment to BF

enumerated in their statement, the comm;
said those concepts are implicit in the ar
n “the church,” where it says that “each rr
ber is responsible and accountable to Chrjs
Lord.”
The committee also said that new lang &
affirming that “all Scripture is a testimon
Christ, who is himself the focus of divine r
lation” is stronger and more historic than &
in the 1963 statement. Words in that ver
describing Christ as “the criterion by w)
the Bible is to be interpreted,” they said, |
been used “to drive a wedge between the in
nate Word and the written Word and to ¢ »
the truthfulness of certain passages.” |
Texas Baptists are already on record as|
posing one article of the new document.
state convention endorsed the 1963 Bap
Faith and Message last year, in effect rejec =
a family amendment added by the SB(
1998 that, among other things, calls for w
to submit to their husbands. ‘
While Texas Baptist leaders said they 1
lieve the statement takes Scripture out of
text, critics of the move said it cast doub =
moderate leaders’ belief in the Bible and lc r

st

F

&

BRIy ¢ 1S J--'-I-._.L"'__d

Orlando, Fla.

The committee that drafted the changes is-
sued a statement responding to a number of
questions the document has raised. While
priesthood of the believer, soul competency,
and the autonomy of the local church are not

ty to the SBC. Despite a number of disag|
ments with SBC leadership over the years,
BGCT remains the largest contributing a
ate to the national body, giving more than

million to the national convention’s uni
budget in 1997-98. m :

1!

That fanguage echoed a plea
last year by a council of inter-
faith leaders in Chicago for
Southern Baptists to call off
plans to blitz the city with vol-
unteer missionaries this sum-
mer.

The Council of Religious
Leaders in Metropoliltan Chica-
go, in a November open letter to
Southern Baptist -Convention
president Paige Patterson, ex-
pressed fear that an announced
plan to send 100,000 evangelists
to the city might undo progress
made in interfaith dialogue or
even encourage extremists to
commit violence by fomenting
religious differences.

Southern Baptists rebuffed
that request, but more recent
projections have scaled the scope
of the planned effort back con-
siderably.

Joining 21 original signers
were more than 60 individuals
who endorsed the statement.
They included Campus Crusade

for Christ founder Bill Bright,

Prison Fellowship founder
Charles Colson, Richard Mouw
of Fuller Theological Seminary,
David Neff of Chrisianity Today,
Janet Parshall of the Family Re-
search Council, Jay Sekulow of

the American Center for Law
and Justice, and evangelist Billy
Graham’s son Franklin Graham.

The statement is clear in its
view that such criticism consti-
tutes censorship. W

Georgia church

burned by arsonist

Baptist Press

GAINESVILLE, Ga. — A
$10,000 reward has been offered
for information leading to the ar-

- rest of an arsonist who burned

down a Southern Baptist church
building in the north Georgia
town of Gainesville.

Investigators said someone
broke into the Montgomery
Memorial Baptist Church in the
early morning hours of June 4
and torched the sanctuary. Offi-
cials determined the fire started
in the pastor’s office shortly af-
ter midnight.

Firefighters were able to save
an adjoining education building,
but the sanctuary was a total
loss, according to Fulton
Boswell, pastor of the 1,150
member congregation.

Church of the Covered Dish

PAP POESN'T

WANT SPECIAL
ATTENTION...

Woy)ALoa Majoq mmm:diy 18 8IS e Aw JisiA

. OAYS
IT POESN'T
MATTER...

By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, Lenoir City

jeu'yinosjjeq@ddey - dde) woy] Aq 000Z(2)

.JUST TO SPENP WHATEVER |
leOUGHT HE WA? WORTH FOR
FATHER'S DAY.

Boswell said the churel &
insured. Officials placed da &
estimates at about $700 %
Anyone with information o
blaze can call Georgia’s ars g
line at (404) 282-5804. W

NAMB effort
targets Phoenix

Baptist Press

i

PHOENIX — How d¢ i
touch a booming metropo oif
nearly three million people H
the Gospel — and do it in : 25
that will last? ’l

Organizers of Southern 3
tists’ Strategic Focus Citi /f ,bl
fort in Phoenix determinec = 7'
the solution was not in gral
gion-wide stratemes but 18
individual neighborhoods 1 £ -';E
170 churches in three diff =8t
associations were full of p e
who shared their vision.

Phoenix and Chicago ar e
first two cities being impact
Strategic Focus Cities, an
gelism and church-planti &%
fort of the North American
sion Board and local partne
cusing resources and volur ¥
on two major cities each yez =

Phoenix is characteriz S
its explosive growth with ¢ I
ulation expected to doub 24t
2030. As of early Maj&e
churches have been sti=f
through the effort and plar %€
on track for another 33 ™
started by the end of the ye

For more information ¢ %
coming involved with Str¢8
Focus Cities/Celebrate «
2000, visit www.phoenix? _
net on the Internet, or call
957-9160. =



Father's Day approaches,
vents over the past few
5 have happened which
made me re-examine my
sadad.
st, I attended the Spring
ait on the Family held at
rnValley Baptist Confer-
+ Center (see story on page
is conference represented a
¢ desire on the part of the
agsee Baptist Convention
| ative Board and institu-
to explore ways to help
ies in our state. As I lis-
< to the participants and
various statistics, it 1s ap-
.t many Tennessee homes
ot blessed with the tradi-

family model of both mom
ad in the home,

# now everyone knows
.' E the Music City Miracle <

ressee Titans to win the
~ n-ﬂ' game against the Buffalo
¢ This wildly exciting play
- tonk 13 seconds and that’s
{ because only 16 seconds re-

i ved on the score clock.

any detractors have cried
and labeled the Titans
. I discovered recently that

i aning in the preseason, the
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ns practiced this very play

had to go to the Emergency
am the other night. The last
@ | went was eight years ago
i for stitches in my finger I
| partially amputated filling
helium balloons from a tank
VBS week. Don't ask.
Friday is not the night for an

_ergency visit. 1 was 19th in

;x.ﬁphuuﬂ-wm when 1 took
| seat among the melting pot of
-manity that gathers in one spot
en they are sick or hurting.

ﬁﬂlﬁmaﬂyear old
IﬁW‘?mn who will be

And even when there are two
parents in the home, in many
cases both spouses work. One of
the points of discussion at the
family summit was that families
today are simply too busy.

Tony Rankin, a clinical psy-
chologist and a member at First
Baptist Church, Nashville, noted
that families are involved in so
many activities including youth
sports, church, and more.

He also noted many people to- -

day are “workaholics.”

I have thought about that a
lot. Over the years, every genera-
tion has had to face the task and
sometimes dilemma of finding
ways to support and provide for
the family. That has not changed.

Today, however, we may be
attempting to do more than just
provide. Some families struggle
with “living beyond their
means,” or trying “to keep up
with the Joneses.” This provides
additional stress on families
that is not needed.

We have to make tough deci-
sions about what is really impor-
tant to our families. Is time

every Saturday that won the
game — paving the way for the
Super Bowl. Subsequently, for
over 20 weeks the receiving team
practiced this play. Luck, yes —

4. 2 skill, certainly. Anything we give

our attention in a consistent
manner will produce results.

How much attention are you
giving your Sunday School? We
Baptists have held fervently to
the Great Commission. This
wonderful passage is our march-
ing orders. The one command in
the Great Commission provokes
an interesting tension — a par-
ticular tension for our Sunday
Schools. The tension consists of
reaching lost people and engag-
ing them in our Bible study as
well as helping believers contin-
ue to develop in their pilgrimage
with Christ.

A great concern I have is the

.I'sson learned Next time |

22 in August, has played and
mastered every Nintendo, Sega,
and Sony Playstation game ever
invented, thinks Southerners
should “learn the English lan-
guage more better,” and can re-
cite the entire alphabet, A to Z,
in the space of one belch.

I know this, not because I en-
dured a conversation with him,
but because I would have over-
heard him lecturing this wide-
eyed six year old boy if we had
been sitting on the tarmac of
the Nashville International Air-
port.

And his decibels rose at each
killing of a koopa, goomba, or
flying pirhana plant on the Nin-
tendo screen above them.

Luckily, there was an occa-
sional distraction to my right
when the moaning of a lady suf-
fering unspeakable pain would
actually overtake the sound lev-

spent away from our kids worth
the boat or the really expensive
house? That's a decision each
family, under the leadership of
God, must make for themselves.

The second event that made
me focus on being a dad hap-
pened last week.

I received a call from South
Carolina that “Pop” was on the
verge of death. It appeared |
could not get to South Carolina
before he died. Threugh God’s
grace his condition, though still
extremely serious, has improved
somew hat.

Biologically, Pop is my grand-
father. Emotionally, however, he
is my dad. My mother and I
lived in my grandparents home
when [ was growing up. I never
knew my father, so Pop served
both roles over the years. He did
it well. Along with my grand-
mother, they instilled the values
and work ethic I have today.
Since I became an adult, Pop
would give advice if asked. He
has been a positive influence
throughout my life.

During that long drive to

lack of attention or practice we
pay to this tension. Based on the
annual church profile, we are
slipping in Tennessee. Our Sun-
day School enrollment 1s down
and baptisms are only slightly
up. Only a few of our churches
have responded to CREATE
ONE (an emphasis to begin new
Sunday School classes).

We Baptists have a very ef-
fective history of reaching lost
people and developing believers.
We traditionally have accom-
plished this work by creating
new Sunday School classes.
Right now, we shoud begin to fo-
cus on creating new Sunday
School classes. How many new
classes? Several issues must be
considered — organization,
space, leadership, prospects,
and contact. Your church could
be seriously considering begin-

lads — are you a blessing to your kids?

South Carolina, [ thought about
how God blessed my life through
Pop and my grandmother, who
18 now deceased.

[ know I did things to disap-
point them, but through it all
they never stopped loving me.

I have thought about my rela-
tionship with Joanna and
Daniel. God has blessed me and
my wife, Joyce, with two won-
derful kids. They're not perfect,
but neither are we. As a family,
we have tough times, especially
when we make decisions that
are not popular with our kids.
But we also have a lot of good
times as well. Our kids know
they are loved.

Through God’s grace, Joyce
and I are still learning to be par-
ents, a task that no doubt will be
a life-long effort. Our hope is
that someday our kids can say
we were a blessing to them.
There's no doubt they have
blessed us.

This Father’s Day, dads (and
moms), take a long hard look at
your family. Are you a blessing
to each other? B&R

E'fectlve Sunday Schools need consistent attention

ning new Sunday School classes
but you need assistance in eval-
uating your organization, find-
INg new space, enlisting, recruit-
ing, and training new leader-
ship, discovering prospects or an
effective means of contacting di-
verse people for your church.

If any of these areas are a
concern for your church, contact
a member of the Christian
Growth Development Group at
1-800-558-2090 or www.tnbap-
tist.org.

We want to assist you in
practicing these concepts. We be-
lieve a consistent practice of
these skills will result in a more
effective expression of the Great
Commission tensions — certain-
ly an idea worth practicing! W —
Holcomb is leader of the TBC
Christian Growth and Develop-
ment group.

start out with kidney stone

el of the two Mario Brothers.
Her sobs and groans would rise
until a climactic “Lord, have
mercy!” and then subside mo-
mentarily as she seemed to actu-
ally lose consciousness. This did
not raise my hopes of being sick
enough to jump a few clipboards
ahead.

Then there was the Spanish
speaking man who brought an
interpreter, a biker couple in full
leather, a big blonde kid in base-
ball pants and cleats, and a man
in bright green and yellow poly-
ester, still holding his putter,
who smiled and mentioned that
he might have a kidney stone.
He went right back.

Not being an idiot, I quickly
moaned and said, “Oh, I've got a
kidney stone, too.” “Nice try,”
said the nurse without even
looking up.

So any thoughts I had ever

T

had about how important I was
were completely gone. It didn’t
matter that I was tall, that [ was
wearing my favorite shorts, that
I’'m a mother, that I won the
fifth grade spelling bee. It didn’t
even matter that I was hurting;
S0 was everyone else.

Of course, I've always
known that all people are the
same, important, and loved by
God. But it’s rarely played out
that way in the real world.

Something always matters.
Education, money, religion,
skin. But God intimately knows
and equally loves everyone in
the world, everyone in that
Emergency Room — even the
human air horn from Pennsyl-
vania. B — Roebuck is a free-
lance writer in Nashville, where
her husband, Jon, serves as pas-
tor of Woodmont Baptist
Church.

just for
today

by Fred Wood,
pastor emeritus,
Eudora Church,
Memphis
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Start with a smile

Husband: “I see this survey
shows even the happiest cou-
ples have one or two faults
each that drive the other up
the wall. I don’t believe it.”
Wife: “Me neither.” Husband:
“It’s got to be closer to a
dozen.” Wife: “Give or take a
few.”

Take this truth

Those married couples who
say they never have had a dis-
agreement will lie about other
things too.

Memorize this Scripture
“For my mouth shall speak
truth.” — Proverbs 8:7

Pray this prayer

Lord, help me to realize ex-
aggeration is as much a false-
hood as perverting the facts. m

Partnership
Prayer Requests

June

14 — Pray for missionaries to
Portugal Don and Rose Mc-
Cain as they help area pas-
tors begin cell groups and
home Bible studies to devel-
op churches.

15 — Pray for a new congre-
gation in Westbank, British
Columbia, Canada.

16 — Pray for David Fair-
child, son of missionaries to
Brazil Sharon and Ray
Fairchild of Rio de Janeiro.
He has cancer.

17 — Pray for a new Anglo
church in Montreal, Quebec,
Canada.

18 — Praise God for a six-
member team of Tennessee
volunteers led by Bettye
Summers of Camden who
prayerwalked May 10-19 in
Portugal.

19 — Pray for the Baptist
State Convention of Michi-
gan's Summer Youth Cele-
bration June 19-23.

20 — Pray for Inskip Baptist
Church, Knoxville, as they
work June 18-27 with the
First Baptist Church of Bar-
ros Filho, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil conducting VBS and
evangelism.

21 — Pray for Art and Dottie
Dennis, volunteer Disaster
Relief coordinators in
Nicaragua to help victims of
Hurricane Mitch.




Central members prove ‘Nothing Is Impossible’

By Lonnie Wilkey
Baptist and Reflector

€ROSSVILLE — Members of Central
Baptist Church here dedicated their new
33,375-square-foot-worship center on

Sunday, May 21.

The theme for the occasion was “Noth-

ing Is Impossible.”
For the past 16 years,

1998, the church body proved that “Noth-
ing Is Impossible With God,” by pledging
to financially support the construction of
a new sanctuary. Before groundbreaking
was held, members had pledged about $1
million toward construction of the sanc-

tuary.

“It has been exciting,” Smith said,
“As pastor, I've been thankful for the

he said.

the 18-year-old congrega-
tion has met in a multi-
purpose building. Though
they had added some tem-
porary educational space
and additional parking by
literally moving a hill be-
hind the church and build-
ing a one-half mile access
road, the church contin-
ued to meet in the combi-

nation gym-sanctuary, @ =

said Pastor Roland Smith.
“Four years ago we got [
serious about building,”
he said.
Members began plan-
ning the new facility three
years ago. On June 7,

TBC leaders explore ways to help families...

— Continued from page 1

» Surrogate parents. Sur-
rogate parents can include
anything from day care, televi-
sion, teachers, the Internet,
and more,
Rankin ob-
served. “We
have to be
careful to £
teach parents §
to parent their |
kids. If we
don’t, someone
else will,” he
cautioned.

» Today's family rational-
izes divorce. Rankin observed
that the church, like society, is
beginning to rationalize di-
vorce. “We need to keep the

RANKIN

Jerry Sutton authors book on SBC conservative resurgence [

MEMBERS OF Central Baptist Church, Crossville, dedicated
their new sanctuary on Sunday, May 21. The theme for the
occasion was “Nothing Is Impossible.”

(biblical) standard and stop ra-
tionalizing divorce,” he
stressed. He acknowledged
that “it’s not easy to be mar-
ried,” but at the same time
couples must realize that “di-
vorce impacts people’s lives,”
he said.
What’s the solution?

Rankin observed that more
than education is needed to
improve family life in the
state. “If we're going to impact
families in Tennessee, we are
going to have to develop feel-
ings of trust in families before
they can become healthy,” he
suggested.

He observed that there
needs to be more “model” fami-
lies. “We don’t need more pro-

grams. We need better fami-
lies. People need to see it.”

In order to improve family -

life, Rankin suggested that
there needs to be more realis-
tic expectations. “We won’t
have perfect kids or perfect

parents,” he noted.
He also observed families

can become healthier by hav-
ing fun together, finding a
sense of direction, and provid-
ing security and predicatabili-
ty to the family unit.

“Some day our kids will tell
our grandkids what kind of
parents we were. We have to
model what a good family looks
like,” he said.

Conclusions
During the two-day meeting

genuine, sweet spirit of a loving church,”

While the church has experienced
“consistent, steady growth” during its 18
years of existence, Smith said he feels
the church has positioned itself “to grow
even more.” N

ing in the cefebratfon were, from left, Paul Landers, Cranston Moses
Roland Smith, Clarence Coffey, and Darryl Smith. '

at LindenValley, representa-
tives of the Executive Board
staff and institutions shared
what each was already doing
relative to family ministry.

This was needed, according
to Porch, because “we don’t all
need to do the same thing and
duplicate it.”

The summit alse helped
leaders realize there is a lot
that can be done to help
strengthen families in Ten-
nessee and all expressed an in-
terest in cooperating to meet
that goal.

“Our God has taught us the
family is a very sacred thing,”
said Bryant Millsaps. “We
don’t have any option as minis-
ters of Jesus Christ to not fight
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for families,” he said. 4 |
Representatives at
meeting agreed to develop!
source directory for fam |
and to continue to meet, tc |
plore ways they can worl|
gether to strengthen fam i
in the state. |
“We are in a new da;
Tennessee Baptist life,” P
said,

er ministry can be &un-.r |

work together In a more
cient way,” he said.

“As churches see inst |
tions working together, h
fully we will have a spill-t}
effect,” Porch said. m |

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — What might have
prevented the crisis which Southern
Baptists endured in the latter half of the
last century? Through a well-substanti-
ated analysis of the history of the con-
servative resurgence, author Jerry Sut-
ton suggests some answers. And for a
new generation unfamiliar with the
roots of the controversy, he offers the
context and characters of events which
led to a theological transformation.

The Baptist Reformation., to be released
by June, is a 560-page history published
by Broadman & Holman, the trade books
division of LifeWay Christian Resources of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers Baptist
Church, who holds a Ph.D. in church his-
tory from Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, said he

relied upon primary sources for much of
the book’s material, “endeavoring to sub-
stantiate all conclusions with hard facts.”

He is convinced that
history might have
been different had for-
mer Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
President Duke Me-
Call stated that the 13
professors he fired for
insubordination in
1958 supported theolo-
gy that was clearly
outside the parameters
of the Baptist Faith and Message. In-
stead, their influence increased at two
sister institutions — Midwestern in

SUTTON

Kansas City, Mo., and Southeastern at -

Wake Forest, N.C. “The leftward drift
could have been nipped in the bud,” Sut-
ton writes.

One of those professors, Ralph Elliott,
set the stage for the ensuing controversy
with his book, The Message of Genesis. If
the then-Baptist Sunday School Board
had not defended its publication and Mid-
western administration and trustees had
not supported the Elliott’s historical-criti-
cal method of interpretation, Sutton be-
lieves the crisis might have been headed
off at that point.

Other turning points described in the
book include the failure of BSSB trustees
to prescribe conservative parameters for
the multi-volume Broadman Bible Com-
mentary and the unwillingness of semi-
nary presidents to admit any theulngmal
problems on their campuses.

“Conservatives understood the adage,
‘What the fathers do in moderation, the
children take to excess,” and they knew
that something needed to be done. And it
was. And we do not apologize for it,” Sut-

stores.com. W

ton writes, clearly acknowledging hlsl
port for the conservative cause. |
In the first part of the book, Sutton
dresses what he terms the theological
adequacy and the institutional bure}.
cracy that protected those who tau
aberrant doctrinal views. A second
tion gives a chronological accoun
events during administrations of the
SBC presidents elected by a cnnseﬂﬂl
majority since-1979. A third part
scribes institutional change at the ¥ |}
ous Southern Baptist entities. In his £ S¥E"
section Sutton analyzes and interp!
why change occurred, offering an epilo
on “The Future Before Us.” i |
The Baptist Reformation will beav |}
able at LifeWay Christian Stores ﬂﬁ
the country, or it can be ordered thro! |
the bookstores’ toll-free number, 1-8
233-1123, or Internet site, wwwlim
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Here’s a D.Min
B ere .
e
e | S itory Preachi
i | n Expository Preaching
0
»  that fits your ministry schedule!
168 2 g
o} The School of Theology at The Southern Baptist
=1 Theological Seminary now offers a Doctor of
0 § Ministry degree in Expository Preaching that is...
g b
M Focused: Four foundational
g seminars relate specifically
'mt to preaching, theology, Old
W

Testament, and New Testament.

Practical: Each student has
: L] eight of their sermons video-
"s | || JamesMeritt taped and then critiqued by a
e g | group of church members.

'~ Convenient: Each seminar meets for one week. Only fo
' and-one-half weeks of on-campus time are expected duri
- the three-year degree program.

1=

Relevant: In addition to
Southern's outstanding full-time
faculty, seminars are taught by
experienced pastors such as
James Merritt, Jerry Vines, and
John Piper.

Affordable: The cost is
reasonable, and a convenient
payment plan is also available.

Mdauc s Sl

Join us in this challenging program. Applications are now
being accepted for the January 2001 class.

Jerry Vines

ur-
ng

Danny Akin

The Southern Baptist
4 Theologlcal Seminary

X 2825 Lexington Road * Louisville, Kentucky 40280
= 1 800 728-7044 * Vit us on the web: www.shts.edu
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For Your Prayers and Support
And For The Approval Of An Annual
Father’'s Day Special Offering
To Benefit The Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes Ministry

“Honor your father and mother,
which is the first commandment with promise;
That it may go well with thee,

Beginning Next Year On June 17, 2001.

A Special Thank You
On This Father’s Day

Thank You, Tennessee Baptist Churches,
TBC Christian Services Committee,
and Executive Board

and thou mayest live long on the earth.”

(Ephesians 6:2-3)

Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes is a benevolent

Christian Ministry of the Tennessee Baptist Convention
providing quality residential care

for senior and developmentally disabled adults.

“Proclaiming Christ ... Providing Care’




At Billy Graham Crusade

Tennessee Titans’ coach shares his spiritual journey

Baptist Press

NASHVILLE — “That Jesus
stuff really works, doesn’t it?”

Sherman Smith had caught a
fellow Seattle Seahawk in a
compromising position; later,
tapping him on the shoulder,
Smith took aim at the player —
the “hypocrite” — who had
called himself a Christian.

Smith, running backs coach
for the Tennessee Titans the

CLASSIFIED

SENIOR MINISTER: First Bap-
tist Church, Fayetteville, NC, is
seeking a senior minister. Our
church is a mission-minded and
community-oriented congrega-
tion affiliated with the SBC and
CBF. We affirm automony of the
local church, corporate worship,
and stewardship. Send resumes
to Senior Pastor Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 53476, Fayet-
teville, NC 28305.

*

SECRETARY: Position open for
a full-time financial secretary at
Valley Grove Baptist Church.
South Knoxville High School
graduate with computer skills.
General bookkeeping knowl-
edge. Call the church office at
(865) 577-6620 or send Iin your
resume to 9000 Old Sevierville
Pike, Knoxville, TN 37920.
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS:
McMinn-Meigs Baptist Associa-
tion is accepting resumes until
July 15. Send resume to Rev.
Jimmy McCarter, 1410 Brent-
wood, Athens, TN 37303.

HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRA-
TOR: Calvary Christian High
School is looking for an admin-
istrator with a passion for disci-
pling students. Visit www.Cal-
varyChristianHigh.org for info.
Send resumes to Dr. Max Gess-
ner, 331 Cleveland St., Clear-
water, FL 33755.

MINISTER OF MUSIC/EDUCA-
TION: Beverly Hills Baptist
Church has an opening for a
full-time minister of music and
education. Beverly Hills is a
community-minded church lo-
cated in the city of Memphis,
Tenn. Please send resumes to
Luke Stribling, Chairman, Staff
Search Committee, 3073 Curtis
St., Memphis, TN 38118.

past five years and nine-year
NFL veteran, recounted his dis-
dain for hypocrites during a
June 2 chapel service at the
Southern Baptist Convention
building in Nashville — and
during that evening’s Billy Gra-
ham Crusade in the city’s Adel-
phia Coliseum.

Although he had an interest
in knowing Jesus Christ as a
teenager and young adult, Smith
devoted more attention to how
athletes and others who called

themselves Christians acted.

rather than what they said.

CLASSIFIED

PASTOR: Full-time pastor for
First Baptist Church, Oak
Grove, Ky. We are located be-
tween Hopkinsville, Ky. and
Clarksville, Tenn. Send resume
to Search Committee, P.O. Box
27, Oak Grove, KY 42262.

¥ & *

MINISTER OF EDUCATION:
Silverdale Baptist Church is one
of the fastest-growing churches
in Tennessee. We are accepting
resumes for a full-time minister
of education who understands
Sunday School, discipleship,
and has a heart for outreach.
Please send resume to Search
Committee, 7236 Bonny Oaks
Dr., Chattanooga, TN 37421.
CHILDREN’S PASTOR: Belle-
vue Baptist Church is a fast-
growing contemporary congre-
gation averaging 1,000 in
attendance in three Sunday
morning services. We seek a
full-time, experienced, ener-
getic, and visionary person
with strong leadership, creativ-
ity, innovation, and the ability
to recruit and motivate a grow-
ing volunteer team. Contact:
Dr. Greg Faulls, Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, 519 West Byers,
Owensboro, KY 42303, fax
(270) 685-5143, web page:
www.bellnet.org.

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS:
Cumberland Gap Baptist Asso-
ciation, located in Claiborne
County in Upper East Ten-
nessee, is seeking a full-time di-
rector of missions. As we seek
God’s will in our ministry, he
may be speaking to you. Please
send your resume to Cumber-
land Gap Association, P.O. Box
147, Harrogate, TN 37752, Attn.

your reservation.

Baptist Center
Tennessee Baptist Convention
October 16-20

The Advanced Leaders Lab is an experiential leadership develop-
|| ment process for seasoned ministers in their 40s and 50s. It is
|| based on maximum involvement of the participants with interaction
and facilitation. It includes informal lectures, group interaction, simu-
lated actions, one-to-one conversations, and the Leadership Prac-
tice Inventory. The cost is $99 and must be paid by August 15. You |
will be responsible for your own food and lodging. There are a limit-
ed number of spaces. Call Joy Clay-Corby, (615) 371-2018, to make

ADVANCED LEADERS LAB |

And he wasn’t impressed.

Not during his college career
as a quarterback at Miami
(Ohio) University, tallying a 33-
1-1 record. And
not as a sec-
ond-round
draft pick of
the NFL’s Sea-
hawks.

Not until
Ken Hutcher-

son showed up
for training
camp.

A hard-hit-

SMITH

ting middle linebacker and un-

abashed Christian, Hutcherson
caught Smith’s attention, and
Smith watched Hutcherson

closely for six weeks, looking for
him to stumble, to be a hyp-
ocrite like so many others.

Then, unexpectedly, came the
test. A gut-wrenching test.
Hutcherson was cut down from
behind in a play during the last
preseason game of 1976, left on
the ground crying out in agony
with a knee injury. Later came
the news-that Hutcherson had
suffered a career-ending blow to
his knee.

Teammates came by to con-
sole Hutcherson after the game,
the last of whom was Smith,
who still had Hutcherson’s faith
under a microscope.

“Sherm,” Hutcherson, some-
how upbeat and smiling with ice

1-800-330-3622
Buses! Vans! People Movers!
www.tri-statevanbus.com

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the

HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van

with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step.
Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today!

LitcWVay. cHurch

“Raised Roof” Vans in Stock (No CDL)

@15 Passengers

o e TR
B ".":-:_"‘::::.;:'.:".::-':_'!,_.l:,:\.:-_.' R e e E E’r.-'

2000 Model: $34,000 (New)
1999 Model: $29,900 (Low Miles)
1998 Model: $28,500 (Low Miles) 7,

'800-370-6180  &°

www.carpenterbus.com

BUSES

feWiy Clirisrian Stores

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

@® Center Aisle
®Low First Step
= @2/1 Seating

% ®Bucket Seats

x ®More Headroom

MANAGER
RETAIL FACILITIES

LifeWay Christian Stores, the second largest Christian retailer in
America, has an immediate opening for an experienced retail facili-
ties manager. LifeWay currently operates 88 Christian stores in 21
states and has exciting plans to accelerate its already impressive
growth rate over the coming months. The successful candidate will
lead, manage, and direct the site selection, store planning and de-
sign, prototype development, construction management, facilities
management, lease negotiation and administration, and fixed asset
management functions.

WE NEED:

%*BS in Architecture, Construction Management, or related field
strongly desired |

%10+ years related experience

*Strategic leadership skills

*¥Proactive management style

¥Advanced project management skills

*Strong interpersonal and communications skills

| *Strong administrative and organizational skills

¥ Proficiency with Word, Excel, and AutoCad

WE OFFER:
¥*Excellent benefits, and compensation

¥*Great Christian working environment
*¥QOpportunity for professional and spritual growth

IF INTERESTED, please reply to:
LifeWay Christian Stores

Human Resources Department
127 9th Avenue North

Nashville, TN 37234-0121

Fax: (615) 251-5017

HRDept @lifeway.com

packs on his knee;, i
Smith, “I'm excited to ¢
God has planned for my d

“You see, Sherm, 'm Jhi¥
tian and nothing happe: im;
life unless it’s filtered %o
God’s hands first.” §

Smith responded to |

-

]

i

son in a way he never | (i
Christian before: “I|
more.”And right ther(y |
locker room, Hutche.rsf
sharing the Gospel with i}

Smith listened bui
take that step of faith — yf
few weeks later, when &
facing a less-serious kne i
that nevertheless had | Ii
feeling, “It’s over with.”

Sitting in his car, S &\
nally took that step. It &
peace and a confidenc B
never known before.” B |
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TOLL FREE NAT)
1-800-251-1

FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY Ci
@1 HIXSON PIKE « CHATTANOOGA

Need something for )
group to do?

Whitzwater ﬁaﬁ?’fy |
on the Qsoce Flier

Cherokee Raft

1-800-451-7238
P.O. Box 111
Ocoee, TN 37361
Group Rates — $20 per p
on Weekdays & Sunda

Steeples &
Baptistries %

From the world's

largest manufacturer of
fiberglass church producis i

 Steeples Call of Wi |
s Baplistries our free c
e Lighted Wall Crosses  1-800-527
7 Fiberghass S¢
P.0. Box 134
y Handatson, 1

FIBERG
SPECIA
INCORPOR.

WHY PAY MORE

LIFE INSURANC

Very low mnnthly-cﬁéi
Female, Nontobacco, Select €

Age  $100,000 $250,
55 18.99 40
70 52,59 1244

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPI ;

Knoxville, 1-800-274-077!
Baptist & Reflector advertiser since 1

LTG-2000 10 (policy form nos. 80-ACT 790, 80
ACTSBD, RCTGE7D (CA & NJ) is a lerm fila insu
icy with guaranteed level premiums for 10 y8an |
forms are available in all states.) Ilustrated mont
ums shown are for female, nonlobacco, selec! c&
issued by The Old Line Life Insurance LOMEEE
ca, Milwaukee, Wi, Premiums increase &l (he &
guaranleed term i policy Is renewed. w
rale classes, age, and paymenl mﬂ'ﬂ"

requesl, Death benefit remains level and is payab
sum, or instalimenis, if so elected. Tlﬂw
may contest the policy for two years from date of

sue for material mistatements or omissions of I §
lion. Death benefit payable from W“ I a“

within first two policy years, in the eve ﬂ“‘ﬁ
first two years, policy benefil is limited 1o refumn &1 §
paid. Nol available In all slales.
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i ‘ocal Passages: Isaiah 40:10-11, 18-31

of the primary building blocks in the con-
an of a biblical worldview is a proper under-
ng of the person and nature of God. There
ce a young boy who heard his Sunday School
= talk about the nature of God — specifically
» is everywhere and will never leave or for-
3. She asked the class if they believed what
d. The boy said he agreed with the teacher
nceeded to tell the class, “God’s the one who
he door at the grocery store.” Like our young
the world's understanding can be quite dif-
from what the Bible teaches. The world’s
tion of God runs the gamut from a cruel
aster to a heavenly “grandfather” who lives
at our every request. This week’s lesson fo-
n gaining a biblical understanding of God by
ing answers to the question “What is God

I is incomparable (vv. 18-20). To be “in-
~able” means to be without equal or the only
its kind. Isaiah asks the questions, “Who can
~e with God?” He then proceeds to show the
of worshiping a manmade idol instead of the
od. While modern men and women may not
L idols out of wood or precious metal, they are
ruilty of creating false gods in their hearts
inds. These idols often go by the names of
# lust, power, and materialism. However, the
eductive idol of all is the human tendency to
+ gelf and thus attempt to limit God’s power
ght.
¥ i= sovereign (vv. 21-24). Isaiah creates a
rful image in this passage.of God’s sovereign-
r the universe. First, he establishes that
‘power is universal and not territorial. Then
aphet shows the significance of human wis-
:id power in light of God’s sovereignty. Final-
iah declares God's authority over all earthly
and governments. Truly there is no power on
or in heaven which can claim equality with

4 is the all-powerful creator (vv. 25-28).
you stop to consider the vastness of the uni-
two things become readily apparent. First,
scome aware of just how small and insignifi-
umans seem in comparison with the totality
I’s creation. Second, you begin to appreciate
awesome power, his limitless knowledge, as
s his eternal omnipresence. Not only is God
eator and sustainer of all that exists, he is
he owner. When we come to comprehend
position in the universe more fully it becomes
t for us to acknowledge his Lordship in our

d is the caring helper (vv. 10-11, 29-31).
"s picture of God is more than one dimension-
1ile the prophet sees the power and greatness
1 1, he also shows us the tender and loving side
1 I’s nature. Human beings may be only a small
f God's overall creation, but our Creator re-
to us with tender love and care. His power in
¥ limits the extent of his concern for our daily
.. Isaiah pictures God as a loving shepherd
| zathers the lambs in his arms and carries
| close to his heart. Verses 29-31 reminds us
~vhen we are weak God will strengthen us if
-ace our hope in him. Peter continues this
12 of an all-powerful but loving creator in the
| Taahmﬁ'nt when he writes, Humble your-
' Mu, under God's mighty hand, that he
H ﬁﬂm up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on
s ecause he cares for you (I Peter 5:6-7). — Holt
& tor First Baptist Church, Surgoinsville.

(
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Pressing on in Christ

By Dan Milliken

Focal Passage: Philippians 3:7-21
There are many who believe they are climbing the lad-
der of success, only to later discover that their ladder was
leaning on the wrong wall! This was true of the Apostle
Paul when he realized that, despite his impressive pedi-
gree (vv. 4-6) none of these credentials achieved salvation.
His past achievements paled in comparison to knowing
Christ personally and persistently living for him. Howev-
er, Paul refused to look back and let his past stifle his fu-
ture. In this chapter, Paul notes that following Christ is a
life-time undertaking which requires persistence and dili-

gent effort. We first see that following Christ is:

A constant pursuit (vv. 7-11). In this passage, Paul
uses business and commercial terms to describe his rela-
tionship with Christ. In verse seven the word “gain”
means “advantage” or “profit.” Everything he once thought
was valuable (before Christ) had little or no value com-
pared to knowing and following Christ. He considers his
former privileges to be “liabilities” and knowing Christ to
be an “asset.” After Paul let Christ take charge of his life,
rearrange his priorities, and restructure his ledger, he
found true wealth. In verse nine, he also discovered that
true righteousness comes from God and not through per-
sonal achievements, thus he denounces his own “self-right-
eousness” which he sought by keeping the law. He now af-
firms that a right relationship with God is not achieved by
man, but given by God. Thus Paul’s new ambition was to
“know Christ” (v. 10). The Greek work (gnosis) means
“knowledge gained through personal experience and inti-
mate companionship.” Knowing Christ and living for him
became Paul’s greatest passion and constant pursuit.

Coveted prize (vv. 12-16). In verse 12 he was saying,
“The race isn’t over. I have not done all God has for me to
do.” The word translated “perfect” means “to reach the

By Ray Fullilove

Worship the Redeemer

Focal Passages:
Revelation 4:1-3; 5:1-10
We move from the mes-

sages of our Chief Shepherd
to the sacred place of our Liv-

end” or “to bring fulfill-
ment.” Perhaps the
greatest indictment of
many Christians is that
they have quit striving to
reach the mark (vv. 13-
14). Following Christ no longer seems to be a coveted
prize. Paul notes, “This one thing I do ... I press forward to
reach the prize of the high calling of Christ Jesus.” He had
a single-minded devotion. The Greek word he uses for
“reaching out” in verse 13 denotes a runner going hard for
the tape, his eyes on nothing but the goal. What a lesson
for us today! Too many Christians have given up and tak-
en a sabbatical. They feel they have run their race when,
in reality, they haven’t made it past the first lap! Paul had
a constant pursuit of the coveted prize, which would be
fully realized at the conclusion of his earthly race.
Contrasting persuasions (vv. 17-21). The Christians
at Philippi were surrounded by immorality. Paul speaks of
those who are “enemies of the cross” (v. 18). We're not to-
tally certain if he was referring to the members of the
church who weren’t really Christians or unbelievers out-
side the church, or perhaps both. Either way, Paul warned
the Philippians to avoid following them but instead to fol-
low his example, and the example of “those who walk ac-
cording to the pattern you have in us” (v. 17). As Chris-
tians we must have our hearts and minds fixed on the
things of eternity (vv. 20-21), and thus not imitate the
world. The reason many Christians are not involved in the
church and serving Christ is because their time, energy,
and interests are diverted in a hundred different direc-
tions. Their commitment to Christ gets lost in the shuffle.
Paul goes on to say in verse 20 we are to “eagerly await
the Savior.” We are to live as if Christ will return today,
and perhaps he will! Choose Christ and you have some-
thing that will never be taken away, an eternal relation-
ship with God that even death cannot destroy (see v. 21).
Christians have a prize before them greater and more de-
sirable than anything that could be imagined. We only

have one life, and soon it will be past. Our relationship
with Christ, and what we do for him, is all that’s going to
last. Brethren, we must press on! — Milliken is pastor of
Hickory Hills Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet.

stands by us and secures us
(vv. 4-7).

Three, we have rejoicing in
our worship. These glimpses
of glory can only leave glad-
ness in our hearts. Every
time we come to worship our

ing Savior worthy of our worship.
Would not such an experience cause
us to come before our Lord with a re-
newed spirit of humility, a resurrect-
ed spirit of honor, and a rejoicing in
our heart? Indeed, Jesus is worthy of
our worship.

First, there is the reason for our
praise. When we realize who Jesus is,
what Jesus has done, and what Jesus
will do for us, worship should become
the utmost desire of our hearts. As we
follow John in these glimpses of glory,
it should cause us to realize that we
are on sacred ground and in the pres-
ence of our God of grace and glory.

When our risen Savior invites us
into his presence, to hear his voice of
triumphant victory, and receive his vi-
sion of glory, we have reason to wor-
ship our redeemer (ch. 4, v. 1). When
we are filled with his spirit, see his
clear, consuming, and complete throne
of glory, we cannot help but fall down
upon our knees and say, “My Lord,
and my God!" When we note the multi-
tude about his throne (v. 5), and the
majesty of him who is on the throne (v.
6), we cannot but have a reason to
worship our redeemer (vv. 7-11).

. .

Two, we have a redeemer worthy of
our worship. Indeed, Jesus is worthy
of our praise. We have grace for our
grief. He who is worthy to open the
doors of heaven is worthy to open the
Book in heaven. Indeed, wanting to
find the best and to have only the
worse can fragment our emotions and
even place us on the precipice of de-
spair. But, even in any condition, we
have our Lord who holds our hand.
Jesus gives us grace for our grief (ch.
5, vv. 1-3). Then, we have grace for
our groaning. We feel the plight of
John. We wait with frantic anticipa-
tion, with fearful apprehension, and
with agonizing plea for hope to find
one worthy to open to us his sacred
Word. But, then, Jesus comes as our
redeeming lamb of grace and our loin
of glory. Jesus always gives us grace
for our groaning!

Then, we have grace for our glory.
When we have to walk through the
waters of disappointment, our Saviour
is with us. Through the rivers of disil-
lusionment, our Lord is beside us. In

yvthe fiery moment of desperation and
despair, our conquering King takes
care of us. He, who has saved us,

glorious King of kings and Lord of
lords, why not a sense of gladness?
When our past of guilt is forgotten,
our sins in the present forgiven, and
our future in Jesus fulfilled, why not a
sense of gladness? Why should not we
sing, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
all that is within me, bless his holy
name!” (Psalm 103:1). There is a song
to be sung, praise to be lifted, and joy
to be expressed. When we express
adoration for who Jesus is, apprecia-
tion for what Jesus has done, and
amazement for what Jesus has in
store for us, there can only be a rejoic-
ing in our hearts in worship (vv. 8-14).
Indeed, may we not say, “Where is
God my maker who giveth a song in
the might?” (Job 35:10), but may we
remember that “.. weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning” (Psalm 30:5). We can only
praise our redeemer in worship and to
say, “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and
glory, and blessing” (ch. 5, v. 12). Oh,
what a day that will be! — Fullilove is

pastor, Poplar Avenue Baptist Church,
Memphis




Eastwood Baptist
Church, Cookeville, has been
named associate pastor. -

m Wilhite Baptist Church,

Cookeville, ordained Jeff Mon-
day to the ministry May 28.

pastor,

m J. Paul Frick has been

called as pastor, First Baptist
Church, Clinton, effective June
11. Calvin Metcalf, pastor
emeritus, Central Baptist
Church, Fountain City, Knox-
ville, was interim pastor. Frick
is a graduate of Vanderbilt Un-
iversity, Nashville; Eastern
Kentucky University, Rich-
mond, Ky.; and Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky. He has served
as pastor of three churches in
Georgia and Kentucky. He has

written for InSynec and Open
Windows, publications of the
Southern Baptist Convention,
and the Richmond Register.

m Tumbling Creek Baptist
Church, Gleason, has called
Corey Wilbanks as minister
of youth.

B Grover Westover, pas-

tor, Harmony Baptist Church,
Whiteville, recently celebrated
his five year anniversary of
service.

® Robert W. Campbell,

retired director of missions,
Fayette Baptist Association,
based in Somerville, was called
as interim director of missions,
Haywood Baptist Association,
based in Brownsville, effective
June 5.

m First Baptist Church,

Adamsville, has called Phil
Mitchell as pastor, effective
June 25.

PAUSING during an event at First Baptist Church, Cleveland, are,
from left, Rosalie Hunt, retired missionary to Indonesia; Marilyn
Murphy, WMU director; and Cindy Jenkins, missionary to Guadala-
jara, Mexico, of the church. Hunt, of Guntersville, Ala., spoke of
growing up as a missionary kid in China and her missions work.

PREPARING to cut a ribbon April 30 are leaders of First Baptist
Church, Strawberry Plains, to dedicate its new 6,000-square-foot
fellowship hall/education facility and renovation of its current facili-
ty. Leaders and businessmen are, from left, Doyal Shoun,; Clay
Carr; Harold Taylor; Paul Whaley, businessman; Craig Ward, pas-
tor; Bob Berry; Karen Davis; Darless Barnard; and John Tipton.
The renovation provided a new preschool area, youth area, choir
suite, media center, and administrative offices.
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THE BAPTIST Student Union of the University of Tennessee —
Martin recently thanked the volunteers who provide meals each
week. The volunteers who attended were, from left, first row,
Joyce Ashe, Marie Wilhaucks, Gladys Hailey, Judy Freeman,
Irene Hastings, Caroline Prather, and Patsy Damron; second row,
Janette Dennis, Diana Guynn, Cathrine Mahan, Jeanette Rawls,
Martha Curry, Iva James, Parlie Adams, Linda Shopher, Cathie
Lemon, Barbara Castleman, Jean Bradberry, Kathy Gamblin, and

Phil Auxier. =

BREAKING GROUND for a 2,400-square foot addition to the No-

_ : b i

lachucky Baptist Association office in Morristown, May 8 are, from
left, James C. Williams, Jr., director of missions; and building
commijttee members E.C. Dearing, Alpha Baptist Church; Robert
Wolfe, Bethel Baptist Church; J.R. Byerley, Enterprise Baptist
Church; and Tim Jones, assistant moderator and pastor, Fairfield
Baptist Church. Several people look on. The association will rely
on volunteer labor to build the addition and anticipate completing
the building debt free. Then the old building will be renovated for

the Pregnancy Support Center.

m Bill Hazlewood, retired

director of missions, Cumber-
land Gap Baptist Association,
died May 18. He served the as-
sociation from 1971-95. Hazle-
wood also was pastor of
churches in Knoxville, Chatta-
nooga, and Texas and was a
chaplain’s assistant in the U.S.
Army.

@ Marian Watkins, the

wife of Forrest “Woody”
Watkins of the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention staff died June
3 in Stuart, Fla. Watkins
served on the staff from 1982-

87. He can be reached at 420 -

SW South River Drive, #107,
Stuart, FLL 34997.

m Holly Grove Baptist
Church, Lascassas, will hold

Vacation Bible School June 19-
23. It will have the theme

“Diving Into the Depths of

God’s Faithfulness.” Four sum-
mer missionaries from Concord
Baptist Association, based in
Murfreesboro, will conduct the
school.

B Bellevue Baptist Church,

Nashville, will hold its first
worship service in its new 400-
seat sanctuary June 18. The
new facility also provides new
classrooms including a new
preschool area, expanded li-
brary, an elevator, and park-
ing. The facility will be dedi-
cated July 9.

® Brotherton Baptist

Church, Cookeville, broke
ground in May for a new facili-
ty and recently bought a new
bus.

m The youth group of Beth-

lehem Baptist Church,
Springfield, will participate
in a World Changers missions
project in Atlanta, Ga., July 22-
29. To prepare the group
worked with the Tennessee Ex-
alt summer mission team to
conduct a Backyard Bible Club
in Springfield and hosted two
youth focused worship services.

m Sevier Heights Baptist

Church, Knoxville, would like
to correct-the number of bap-
tisms reported in the May 10 is-
sue of the Baptist and Reflector.
According to Pastor Hollie
Miller, the church incorrectly
filled out its annual church pro-

file. The church had 116 bap-

tisms last year instead of 213.

L

THE SUNSHINERS, a

held in Canada in 2001 and Portugal and Rio de Janeiro,
2002. M-Fuge provides missions involvement for young pe

lish the A.O. and Fra:|

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

senior adult group, of Bethel Bap |
Greenfield, pause during their first overnight trip taken Ma
the area of the Smoky Mountain National Park, Gatlinburg:
- tended OI’ Timer's Music Day at Cades Cove in the park.

DISCUSSING a pilot project between the Tennessee Bap
vention partnership work and M-Fuge are, from left, Kim'i
Terry Sharp, TBC, and Philip Alsup and Mark Robbins,
LifeWay Christian Resources, Nashville. Plans are for projé

m Thirty-one }'ﬂﬂt '
adults of First B
Church, Cookevill(
serve June 16 — July 3 ;
tralia and other membe
be part of a Builder’s for
effort in Maine June 16-

m Students of Edg
Baptist Church, Nas
are serving through M-
Charleston, S.C., June 9

m Sandy Stone B
Camp will be held for b
Girls in Action by Ston
tist Association, ba
Cookeville. For more ir
tion, contact the assogiz
(931) 526-4655.

B Belmont Unive

Nashville, has receive
from Frances K. Buck 1
of her husband, A.O.,

Buck Endowed Schol
Fund. Mrs. Buck is a1
of First Baptist Church
ville. Mr. Buck was ch;
of the school’s board of { !
and an attorney.
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neeting. — Page 3

tterson addresses
ssengers. — Page

\nda Lee insialled

WMU executive di-
tor.— Page 6 -

YMs discuss pres-

-9 to choose sides in
*— Page 10
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During SBC annual meeting
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Revvecioe

Messengers adopt revised BF&M

Compiled for Baptist and Reflector

ORLANDO, Fla. — Debate over South-
ern Baptists’ statement of faith lasted
barely one hour June 14 as messengers to
the annual meeting of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention overwhelmingly approved
a revision of the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message.

After months of speculation about pro-
posed changes to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Baptist Faith and Message
statement, debate on the convention floor
focused on the nuanced question of
whether Baptists’ ultimate authority is
Jesus or the Bible.

Adrian Rogers, chairman of the Baptist
Faith and Message Study Committee, in-
troduced the revised document with a brief
summary of its contents, despite repeated
interruptions of the crowd’s applause.

“We have sought to clarify the intention
of both previous editions (1925 and 1963)
of the Baptist Faith and Message as re-
flected in Article I, the Scriptures,” said
the pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in
Cordova. “We have made the total truth-
fulness and trustworthiness of the Bible

tained and ministered in resort

‘Priesthood’ statement added to preamble

ORLANDO, Fla. — Prior to presenting the revised Baptist
Faith and Message statement to convention messengers, the
BF&M Study Committee added the following paragraph to the

preamble of the report:

“Baptists cherish and defend religious liberty, and deny the
right of any secular or religious authority to impose a
faith upon a church or body of ¢hurches. We honor the principles
of soul competency and the priesthood of the believers, affirming
altogether both our liberty in Christ and our accountability to

each other under the Word of God.” m

about 350 Baptist volunteers

the debate pro-
vided a micro-
cosm of parti-
san tensions
that has divid-
ed the nation’s
largest Protes-
tant denomina-
tion over the
last 20 years.
Some viewed
the debate as
the culmination

a confession of

even more explicit. And we point to Jesus
Christ as the focus of divine revelation.”

Rogers said the committee removed the
statement identifying “Jesus Christ as
‘The criterion by which the Bible is to be
interpreted’ because it has been subject to
misunderstanding. Jesus Christ cannot be
divided from the biblical revelation that is
testimony to him.

“We must not claim a knowledge of
Christ that is independent of Scripture or
in any way in opposition to Scripture.”

Leading Baptist moderates and con-
servatives alike agreed afterward that

were successful despite some

— of the battle for
the Bible launched in 1979.

From a conservative perspective,
Southern Baptists have cemented their
conviction that the Bible is the written

Word of God. For moderates, the SBC has
elevated the Bible to an object of worship,

rather than an inspired document that
points believers to Christ.

“Ladies and gentlemen, this is what it
all comes down to. The issue is whether
the Bible is the word of God or merely a
record of God’s Word,” Albert Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist Theological
— See Messengers, page 7

nnesseans minister, witness, serve in Crossover Orlando

dents, including some from

First Baptist Church, Clarks-
ville, were turned away from a
shopping mall my mall officials
when they learned the students
— See Tennesseans, page 9

opposition by residents.
Clarksville students
On Saturday, the first day of
a six-day involvement by col-
lege students in Crossover, stu-

of Crossover Orlando.

As a result, 2,251 people
made professions of faith.
Workers including Ten-
nesseans reported their efforts

areas, visited homes, and par-
ticipated in a multicultural fes-
tival beginning Saturday, June
10. The participants were resi-
dents, local volunteers, and

t and Reflector

LHHDO, Fla. — Across
xp'anai?e city they “par-

LEANN GREGORY of First Baptist Church, Clarksville, visits with a girl before
painting a design on her hand at the International Festival which was part of
Crossover Orlando.

vem to a man sitting on his bicycle on an inner city street of Orlando is
Sharp, left, a member of Central Baptist Church, Hixson, Chattanooga.”The
made a profession of faith. — Photos by Connie Davis
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By Todd Starnes
For Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Gram-
my-winning musical artist
Larnelle Harris and syndicat-
ed talk show host Dennis
Swanberg headlined a June 13
celebration of the 75th an-
niversary of Southern Baptists’
Cooperative Program.

Hosted by Swanberg, the
celebration was part of the
opening session of the June
13-14 Southern Baptist Con-
vention annual meeting at the
Orange County Convention
Center here.

The Cooperative Program 1s
the channel by which Southern
Baptists finance missions and
ministry endeavors of Baptist
state conventions and national
and international outreach ef-
forts of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Morris H. Chapman, presi-
dent and chief executive officer
of the SBC Executive Commit-
tee, presented the inaugural
M.E. Dodd award to Jim Hen-
ry, senior pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Orlando, Fla., and
his wife, Jeanette. Henry, a
native Tennessean, formerly
served as pastor of Two Rivers
Baptist Church, Nashville.

“The Dodd award is for life-
time achievement to a person
or congregation who has
demonstrated continuous ex-
cellence in giving to the Coop-
erative Program,” Chapman
said.

Dodd, longtime pastor of
First Baptist Church, Shreve-
port, La., chaired the commit-
tee that in 1925 recommended
creation of the Cooperative
Program. Dodd’s granddaugh-

Birthday bash held for CP

JIM HENRY, left senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Orlando,
Fla., receives the inaugural M.E. Dodd Award “for lifetime achieve-
ment to a person or congregation who has demonstrated continu-
ous excellence in giving to the Cooperative Program.” With Henry is
his wife, Jeanette, and Morris Chapman, SBC Executive Committee
president. Henry is a native Tennessean and former pastor of Two
Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville.

ter, Virginia Joyner, great
granddaughter, Emilane Wat-
son, and great-great grandchil-
dren, Jared Watson and Alae-
na Watson were present for
the ceremony.

Responding, Henry said,
“This is for Dr. Dodd and our
spiritual forefathers who had
heart and vision to fulfill what
God had for the Southern Bap-
tist Convention in diagram-
ming the most magnificent
way to reach the world for
Christ.”

Since 1925, more than $1.6
billion has been given through
the Cooperative Program. A to-
tal of 6,181,393 international
baptisms have been recorded
and more than 13,000 mission-
aries have been sent around
the world. On the home front,
the Cooperative Program has
supported 6,683 missionaries,

Youth pray for True Love Warts

Youth and adults gather for prayer June 13 on the front lawn
of Orlando’s Orange County Convention Center, site of the
Southern Baptist Convention. They had just posted 450 True
Love Waits yard signs signed by teenagers making the pledge
to remain sexually abstinent until marriage. Earlier, a 7 a.m.
worship service was held inside the convention center. True
Love Waits is a program sponsored by LifeWay Christian Re-
sources. — Photo by Kent Harville

helping Baptists record 24 mil-
lion baptisms.

The celebration also includ-
ed videotaped greetings from
Christian entertainers Sandi
Patti and Rebecca St. James,
actor Kirk Cameron, Republi-
can presidential candidate
Alan Keyes, author and speak-
er Joni Eareckson Tada, Chris-
tian television personality Pat
Robertson, former Seattle Sea-
hawks football player Ken

‘Hutcherson, and Tennessee Ti-

tans coach Jeff Fisher.

After a litany of humorous
impersonations including for-
mer President Ronald Reagan
and the late John Wayne,
Swanberg introduced a moving
video presentation in memory
of slain missionary Mavis
Pate. A native of Louisiana,
Pate was a missionary nurse
who was shot and killed by

Protesters arrested at SK

Baptist Press

ORLANDO, Fla. — Flanked
by sheriff’'s deputies, 31 pro-
testers were marched quickly
to three white vans parked
near the far corner of the Or-
ange County Convention Cen-
ter as the June 14 business
session began during the an-
nual meeting of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

Twenty-seven of those ar-
rested are with Soulforce, a
national network of homosexu-
al activists led by Mel White,
and four people represented
People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals (PETA), ac-
cording-to the Orange County
Sheriff's Department. White is
Soulforce’s founder and a for-
mer associate of Jerry Falwell.
White later announced he was
a homosexual.

Soulforce notified their
members last month that a
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