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During SBC annual meeting 

Messen ers • s f re 
Compiled for Baptist and Reflector 

ORLANDO, Fla.- Debate over South
ern Baptists' statement of faith lasted 
barely one hour June 14 as messengers to 
the annual meeting of the Southern Bap
tist Convention overwhelmingly approved 
a revision of the 1963 Baptist Faith and 
Message. 

~Priesthood~ statement aclclecl to preamble 
ORLANDO, Fla. - Prior to presenting the revised Bapt1st 

Faith and Message statement to convention messengers, the 
BF&M Study Committee added the follpwing paragraph to the 
preamble of the report: 

"Baptists cherish and defend religious liberty, and deny the 
right of any secular or religious authority to impose a confession of 
faith upon a church or body of churches. We honor the principles 
of soul competency and the priesthood of the believers, affirming 
altogether both our liberty in Christ and our accountability to 
each other under the Word of God." • 

the debate pro
vided a mi c ro
cosm of parti
san tensions 
that hnR dtvJd
ed the nattOn's 
larges t Protes
tant denomina
tion over the 
las t 20 years. 
Some view ed 
the debate as · 
the culminatiOn 
of the battle for 

After months of speculation about pro
posed changes to the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Baptist Faith and Mess·age 
statement, debate on the convention floor 
focus ed on the nuanced ques tion of 
whether Baptists' ultimate authority is 
Jesus or the Bible. 

even more explicit. And we point to Jesus 
Christ as the focus of divine revelation." 

the Bible launched in 1979. 

.dowed l r. - Page 6 
·s. Buck 

Adrian Rogers, chairman of the Baptist 
Faith and Message Study Committee, in
troduced the r evised document with a brief 
summary of its contents, despite repeated 
interruptions of the crowd's applause. 

'We have sought to clarify the intention 
of both previous editions (1925 and 1963) 

Rogers said the committee removed the 
statement identifying "Jesus Christ as 
'The criterion by which the Bible is to be 
interpreted' because it has been subject to 
misunderstanding. Jesus Christ cannot be 
divided from the biblical revelation that is 
testimony to him. 

From a conservative pers pective, 
Southern Baptists have cemented their 
conviction that the Bible is the written 
Word of God. For moderates, the SBC has 
elevated the Bible to an object of worship, 
rather than an inspired document that 
points believers to Christ. 

:aptist ~ ~ 

Buck'~ Ms discuss pres
ool's b~ 
torney. ~ ~ to choose sides in 

Page 10 

...,._ of the Baptist Faith and Message as re
flected in Article I, the Scriptures," said 
the pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Cordova. 'We have made the total truth
fulness and trustworthiness of the Bible 

"We must not claim a knowledge of 
Christ that is independent of Scripture or 
in any way in opposition to Scripture." 

Leading Baptist moderates and con
servatives alike agreed afterward that 

"Ladies and gentlemen, this is what it 
all comes down to. The issue is whether 
the Bible is the word of God or merely a 
record of God's Word," Albert Mohle r, 
president of Southern Baptist Theological 
-See Messengers, page 7 

nesseans minister, witness, serve in Crossover Orlando 
:nie Davis 
and Reflector 

~~ DO, Fla. - Across 
pansive city they "par
n block parties, enter-

tained and ministered in resort 
areas, visited homes, and par
ticipated in a multicultural fes
tival beginning Saturday, June 
10. The participants were resi
dents, local volunteers, and 

about 350 Baptist volunteers were successful despite some 
of Crossover Orlando. opposition by residents. 

As a result, 2,251 people - Clarksville students 
made professions of faith. On Saturday, the first day of 
Workers including Ten- a six-day involvement by col
nesseans reported their efforts lege students in Crossover, stu-

dents, including some from 
First Baptist Church, Clarks
ville, were turned away from a 
shopping mall my mall officials 
when they learned the students 
-See Tennesseans, page 9 

ESSING to a man siNing on h1s bicycle on an inner city street of Or:lando is 
Sharp, felt, a member of Centra~ Bapfst Church, Hixson, Chattanooga TJ]e 

ade a profession of fa1th. - Photos b~' Connie Davis 

LEANN GREGORY of First Baptist Church. Clarksville, vis1ts with a glfl belole 
painting a des1gn on her hand at the lntema:ional Festival which was pari of 
Crossover Orlando. 
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Birtllclay •aslt lteld for CP 
By Todd Starnes 
For Baptist-Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Gram
my-winning musical artist 
Larnelle Harris and syndicat
ed talk show host Dennis 
Swanberg headlined a June 13 
celebration of the 75th an
niversary of Southern Baptists' 
Cooperative Program. 

Hosted by Swanberg, the 
celebration was part of the 
opening session of the June 
13-14 Southern Baptist Con
vention annual meetfng at the 
Orange County Convention 
Center here. 

The Cooperative Program is 
the channel by which Southern 
Baptists finance missions and 
ministry endeavors of Baptist 
state conventions and national 
and in~ternational outreach ef
forts of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. 

Morris H. Chapman, presi
dent and chief executive officer 
of the SBC Executive Commit
t ee, presented the inaugural 
M.E. Dodd award to Jim Hen
ry, sen_ior pastor of First :)3ap
tist Church, Orlando, Fla., and 
his wife, Jeanette. Henry, a 
native Tennessean, formerly 
served as pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist' Church, Nashville. 

"The Dodd award is for life
time achievement to a person 
or congregation who has 
demonstrated continuous ex
cellence in giving to the Coop
erative Program," Chapman 
said. 

Dodd, longtime pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Shreve
port, La. , chaired the commit
tee that in 1925 recommended 
creation of the Cooperative 
Program. Dodd's granddaugh-

JIM HENRY, left, senior pastor of First Baptist Church, Orlando, 
Fla., receives the inaugural M.E. Dodd Award "for lifetime achieve
ment to a person or congregation who has demonstrated continu
ous excellence in giving to t~e Cooperative Program." With Henry is 
his wife, Jeanette, and Morris Chapman, SBC Executive Committee 
president. Henry is a native Tennessean and former pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville. 

ter, Virginia Joyner, great 
granddaughter, Emilane Wat
son, and great-great grandchil
dren, Jared Watson and Alae
na Watson were present for 
the ceremony. 

Responding, Henry said, 
''This is for Dr. Dodd and our 
spiritual forefathers who had 
heart and vision to fulfill what 
God had for the Southern Bap
tist Convention in diagram
ming the most magnificent 
way to reach the world for 
Christ." 

Since 1925, more than $1.6 
billion has been given through 
the Cooperative Program. A to
tal of 6,181,393 international 
baptisms have been recorded 
and more than 13,000 mission
aries have been sent around 
the world. On the home front, 
the Cooperative Program has 
supported 6,683 missionaries, 

helping Baptists record 24 mil
lion baptisms. 

The celebration also includ
ed videotaped greetings from 
Christian entertainers Sandi 
Patti and Rebecca St. James, 
actor Kirk Callleron, Republi
can presidential candidate 
Alan Keyes, author and speak
er Joni Eareckson Tada, Chris
tian television personality Pat 
Robertson, former Seat~le Sea
hawks football player Ken 

-Hutcherson, and Tennessee Ti
tans coach JeffFisher. 

After a litany of humorous 
impersonations including for
mer President .Ronald Reagan
and the late John Wayne, 
Swanberg introduced a moving 
video presentation in memory 
of slain missionary Mavis 
Pate. A native of Louisiana, 
Pate was a missionary nurse 
who was shot and killed by 

DENNIS SWANBERG, h 
as America's minister of e1 
agement, emcees a pre: 
tion about the Cooperativ~ 
gram's 75th anniversary ~ 

the opening session c 
Southern Baptist Conventi 

Arab terrorists in 1972. 
"The real stars, the re 

r~es, are those who left fi 
friends, to follow the c 
God," Swanberg said. 

Larnelle Harris, a dea 
Maple Grove Baptist G 
in Louisville, Ky . .., br< 
more than 12,000 messE 
to their feet with several 
cal selections. Later, he : 
autographs and met m~ 

gers at the Cooperativ• 
gram booth in the exhibij 

Since recording his fir 
album in 1975, Harris h 
lected five Grammy A• 
and 11 Dove awards. • 

Protesters arrested at SE 

Youth pray for True Love Waits 
Youth and adults gather for prayer June 13 on the front lawn 

of Orlando's Orange County Convention Center, site of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. They had just posted 450 True 
Love Waits yard signs signed by teenagers making the pledge 
to remain sexually abstinent until marriage. Earlier, a 7 a.m. 
worship service was held inside the convention center. True 
Love Waits is a program sponsored by LifeWay Christian Re
sources. - Photo by Kent Harville 

Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Flanked 
.by sheriffs deputies, 31 pro
testers were marched quickly 
to three white vans parked 
near the far corner of the Or
ange County Convention Cen
ter as the June 14 business 
session began during the an
nual meeting ·of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Twenty-seven of those ar
rested are with Soulforce, a 
national network of homosexu
al activists led by Mel White, 
and four people represented 
People for the Ethical Treat
ment of Animals (PETA), ac
cording· to the Orange County 
Sheriffs Department. White is 
Soulforce's founder and a for
mer associate of J erry Falwell. 
White later announced he was 
a homosexual. 

Soulforce notified their 
members last month that a 

prayer vigil was plam 
the SBC annual meet 
part of a long-term ef: 
civil disobedience at m 
and regional ·church c 
ences. 

The SBC became a 
when language propo 
clarify Baptist beliefs 
Baptist Faith and Mess 
eluded references to ho 
uality. 

"(Southern Baptists') 
ing and practices are 
spiritual violence," Whi 
just before. an Orange 
sheriff began making ar 

Jack Wilkerson, SI 
:president tor business 
nance, said he met witl 
June 13, at White's req 
discuss plans for the prE 

"I told him we would 
him in the spirit of C 
Wilkerson said, "but WI 

not allow him to disr1 
convention." • 
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. wrag-up 

lessengers endorse death penalty, elect officers 

m. •ro 

ed by Editor lonnie Wilkey 

NDO, Fla. - Southern 
messengers elected their 

Baby Boomer" presidPnt, 
tances reflecting a pro
position, and spoke out in 

capital punishment dur
eir June 13-14 annual 
g here. 
ddition, Southern Sap
opted a revised version of 
ptist Faith and Message 
ent of faith (see separate 
n page 1). 
resolutions were adopted 
ng one that for the first 
ut Southern Baptists on 
as supporting the death 

the third year in a row, 
ttendance failed to reach 
. A total of 11,918 messen
.gistcred for the Orlando 
g. SBC registration has 

ached 12,000 since 1997 
12,418 registered for the 
meeting. The 1998 meet
Salt Lake City, Utah, 

<>nly 8,586 messengers. 
rear's final registration in 
. a was 11,554. 
~nessee ranked fourth in 
1 umber of messengers with 

according to Lee Porter, 
'registration secretary. 
a had the most messen
ith 2,006, followed by 

a with 1,305; North Car-
1,170~ and Tennessee. 

Merritt elected 
t•PS G. Merritt, senior pas

r,ust Baptist Church, 
illc, Ga., was elected with':
'position to the SBC presi
J une 13. He is the third
~~ SBC president and the 

1aby boomer elected to the 
residency. 
~eorgia native, Merritt has 
pastor of the 12,000-mem
uburban Atlanta church 
1985. 

Traylor, pastor of Olive 
~t Church, Pensacola, Fla., 
lected first vice president, 
ing Brad Hoffman, pastor 
·t Baptist Church, Tuscaw

i'la. Messengers cast 3,054 
t.s for Traylor to 892 for 
1.an. 
rnmy French, pastor of Jef
n Baptist Church, Baton 
e. Ln., defeated Paul Rus

lit~f~ )astor of Sundridge Baptist 
ch, Sebring, Fla., for second 

resident. Messengers cast 
\'Otes for French and 1,102 

t~ssell. 

•rmer Tennessee Baptist 
r Lee Porter (Bell Road 

ist Church, Nashvtlle) of 
"'ncc,;ne. Ga .. was re-elect

registration secretary. a 
ion he has held smce 1977. 
hn Yeats. editor of the Bap
(e~~enger in Oklahoma. was 

1 ed to his fourth term as 
'ding secretary. 
Capital punishment 
essengers ndopted n pro
tal punishment stotement 
le first time in SBC history. 
be action comes amid grow-

ELECTED AS officers of the Southern Baptist Convention for the 
coming year were, from left, John Yeats, recording secretary; 
Tom my French, second vice president; James Merritt, president; 
Ted Traylor, first vice president; and Lee Porter, registration sec
retary. 

ing public debate and media cov
erage of events in several states 
to re-evaluate and perhaps re
vamp current capi tal punish
ment guidelines. Those studies 
h ave been prompted by ad
vances in DNA testing and other 
technology that can aid criminal 
investigations. 

The SBC resolution (see text 
on page 4) declares that God "es
tablished capital punishment as 
a just and appropriate means by 
which the civil magistrate may 
punish those guilty of capital 
crime." 

Urging that capital punish
ment "be admin istered only 
when the pursuit of truth and 
justice result in clear and over
whelming evidence of guilt," the 
resolution calls for the death 
penalty to be carried out "as 
justly and as fairly as possible 
without undue delay, without 
reference to t he race, class, or 
status ofthe guilty." 

David Crosby ofNew Orleans 
encouraged messengers to defeat 
the resolution, invoking the 
name of Karla Faye Tucker, a 
murderer who reportedly re
pented of her crime· and became 
a Christian before she was exe
cuted. 

Noting that Jesus was exe
cuted "under an unjust system," 
Crosby said, "I wonder why the 
church of Jesus Christ wants to 
stand up and favor capital pun
ishment. There are better ways 
we can witness to the testimony 
of Christ than this." 

Resolutions Committee chair
man Hayes Wicker responded: 
1t was with tremendous strug
gle and agony of thought and 
prayer that we dealt with this 
resolution. We believe there 
must be great pains taken in the 
entire process of carrying out a 
capital sentence.· 

However, "God's Word bas 
spoken clearly on the issue of 
capital punishment," Wicker 
told messengers. "We believe it 
is time to speak since the world 
is saying so much about it." 

The resolution was approved 
overwhelmingly. 

During a press conference af
ter the vot~. Wicker said endors-

ing capital punishment does not 
compromise the denomination's 
pro-life views. 

"We feel it is very consistent 
to be just as much for the victim 
as the murderer," he said. "We 
feel like we are pro-life in every 
sense of the word." 

Other resolutions 
In addition to the capital pun

ishment resolution, messengers 
adopted nine others on diverse 
issues such as religious persecu
tion in Sudan and China (resolu
tion proposed by Keith Hay
worth of Hickory Valley), sex 
trafficking, religious freedom 
and evangelism in a pluralistic 
society, judicial oppression of the 
Boy Scouts of America, retaining 
the traditional method of calen
der dating, and the 75th an
niversary of the SBC's Coopera
tive Program unified givin g 
plan. 

The only resolution besides 
the one on capital punishment to 
generate debate was a proposal 
focusing on the threat of "New 
Age globalism." The resolution 
was offered by Pierce Dodson of 
Lebanon. 

The resolution, which was 
amended twice before gaining 
approval, expresses concern 
about promotion of "a one-world 
government, a one-world reli
gion, and a one-world economy." 
It warns that the success of such 
a movement "would mean the 
destruction of the sovereignty of 
nations." 

CP bu dget adopted 
The convention approved a 

Cooperative Program budget of 
just under $168 million. The 
budget supports nearly )0,000 
missionaries through the Inter
national and North American 
mission boards, six seminaries, 
an Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, and other min
istries. 

The 1MB will receive 50 per
cent of the budget while the 
NAMB will receive 22.79 per
cent. 

Motions 
Southern Baptists d¥lined to 

establish a committee aimed at 
healing fissures between conser
vatives and moderates in Bap-

~ 

tist state conventions. They 
adopted one motion on Laura 
Schlessinger and referred others 
(see story, page 4 ). 

L. Joseph Rosas, pastor of 
Union Avenue Baptist Church, 
Memphis, offered a motion to 
suspend the rules a nd require a 
two-thirds majority to revise the 
Baptist Faith and Message. The 
motion was ruled not in order. 

Fred Steelman, pastor of Red 
Bank Baptist Church, Chat
tanooga, made a motion request
ing that SBC entities not require 
their employees to sign the Bap
tist Faith and Message. The mo
tion was referred to all SBC en
tities. 

Nominations committee 
Two Tennessee Baptists were 

named to serve on the Commit
tee on Nominations which will 
nominate people to serve on SBC 
boards, commissions, and com
mittees. 

Chosen from Tennessee were 
Charles Bailey, pastor, Laurel 
Bank Baptist Church, Friends
ville, and Howard Hill Kuhns , 
layman, First Baptist Church, 
Cleveland . 

Convention sermon 
"America needs a moral bath 

and only living water will get us 
clean." 

That's the message evangelist 
Bailey Smith had for messen
gers as he delivered an impas
sioned plea on wasted sacrifices 
during the annual convention 
sermon. 

EVANGELIST Bailey Smith of 
Atlanta delivers the annual 
convention sermon. 

Smith, a former SBC presi
dent, warned messengers that 
the spiritual heritage of their 
forefathers is in grave danger of 
being invalidated by a decadent 
society. 

In response to complaints 
that Southern Baptists are shar
ing their faith with adherents to 
other religions, Smith replied, 
"The world is upset at Southern 
Baptists because we're witness
ing to them. Get used to it. 

"Jesus Christ didn't come to 
die for Christians. He cam~ to 
die for the world," Smith said. 

"Oh, Southern Baptists, we 
have a Gospel to preach, not a 
society to please . We have a 
Christ to follow, not a challenge 
to avoid." 

Save-A-Family Council 
SBC ExecutJve Committee 

President Morris Chapman an
nounced plans to launch a Save-

SBC 2000 

A-Family Council lo build 
awareness of families' needs. 
The council will be led by Tom 
Elliff, a former SBC prcstdcnl 
and pastor of First Southern 
Baptist Church, Del City, Okla. 
The council will be under the 
umbrella of the Executtve Com
mittee. 

Elliff will s pearhead the 
council's initiatives to heighten 
awareness of the needs of fami
lies throughout the SBC, Chap
man said. The council will work 
with other SBC agencies to pro
vide needed resources and mate
rials for local churches. 

"We must wait no longer to an
swer the question, 'Is it well with 
our Southern Baptist so ul?' " 
Chapman told the convention. 

Agency reports 
During the report of the 

North American Miss ion Board, 
NAMB President Robert E. Rec
cord announced the agency will 
introduce a series of commer
cials showing real-life Southern 
Baptists. 

The goal of the commercials 
is to counter any perceptions 
people have about Southern 
Baptists that might hinder 
churches in reaching their com
munities with the good news of 
Jesus Christ, Reccord said. 

The decision to air the com
mercials was based on research 
gathered by pollster George Bar
na. 

Reccord noted that for years 
he has been asked why Southern 
Baptists can't produce commer
cials "like the Mormons." The 
answer, he said, is largely in the 
cost: an estimated $35-40 mil 
lion for an effective national 
camprugn. 

With the new series of spots, 
the production costs are cov
ered by NAMB and dis tribution 
costs are covered by churches 
and organizations that s ponsor 
them. 

The TV spots are being made 
available free during the month 
of June to churches, local associa
tions, and state conventions will
ing to sponsor them. They will be 
available for a nominal fee there
after. For information about the 
spots, call1-800-519-9271. 

LifeWay Christian Resource;; 
highlighted its new "Sunday 
School for a New Century"' cur
riculum - including a Family 
Bible Study line of materials in 
which every age group in the 
family wi 11 s tudy the same 
Scripture theme. 

The LifeWay report also fea
tured updates on the FAITH 
Sunday School evangelism strat
egy and the agency's new Inter
net Service • - Compiled from 
Bapt1st Press and Assoc1ated 
Baptist Press reports, along Nith 
additional reportmg by B&R news 
editor Conme Davis. 

1000/ .. 
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President's Address 

• • Serve as ambassadors for Christ: Patterson 
By Tammi Reed Ledbetter 
For Baptist Press 

·oRLANDO, Fla.· - Through 
the experienc~ of a southeast 
Texas Royal Ambassadors mis
sion camp, Sout)lern Baptist 
Convention President Paige Pat
terson learned "that God ap
points every Christian to be an 
ambassador "pleading with men . 
everywhere to be reconciled to 
God through Jesus Christ." 

distant court within the bounds 
agreed upon by the Sovereign 
who commissioned them. 

The verb form of the word de
scribes not only a title of honor, 
but an activity, Patterson said. 

. As a result, the ambassador's be
havior should not damage the 
reputation or message of God 
whom he represents. 

lims, Patterson said Southern 
Baptists need not apologize for 
such accountability to their mis
sionary assignment. 

what most Baptists believ 
be biblical truth. 

Patterson referred · to II 
Corinthians 5 as "the matrix 
that transformed my own life on 
a March evening in 1951, the 
year of my personal reconcilia
tion to ·God and my appointment 
as a heavenly ambassador to an 
alien world." 

Patterson spoke of three mo
tivations Southern Baptists 
should recognize in discharging 
their ambassadorial duties -
accountability, affection, and 
assignment. The knowledge 
that every believer's life will be 
assessed by Jesus Christ 
should motivate them to action, 
he explained, distinguishing 
that event from the Great 
White Throne judgment before 
which only unbelievers are ar
raigned. 

PAIGE PATTERSON delivers 
the annual SBC Presidl1Jlt's Ad
dress during the C?onvention. 

Other issues motivated by the 
accountability of .S«?uthern Bap
tists to God include individual 
co-nvictions abo11t Christian 
schools, homeschooling, or more 
traditional school models, Pat
terson said. ((Our children and 
grandchildren are, after all, our 
first responsibility before God. 
We're accountable to God for 
what comes into their purview," 
Patterson reminded, asking 
Southern Baptists to seriously 
consider the forms of entertain
ment to which their children are 
expos~d. 

Patterson praised the cele 
tion of the 75th anniversar 
the Cooperative Program: 
funding mechanism for wo 
wide mission enterprises 
support of the plan is not pw 
along to a younger generati 
he warned that ((we shall yet 
the goose that laid the go] 
egg." 

In addition to the anticipa 
of standing before God to j 
account of their actions, Paj 
son said Southern Baptist Cl 

' 

He added, "The theme of am-· 
bassadorship is wonderfully ap
propriate to make clear what it 
means to have citizenship in 
heaven while living in a world 
that is rebellious and hostile to
ward its Creator and Sovereign," . 
he said. 

While Christians who serve 
as ambassadors deserve nobility 
and honor, according to Patter
son's exegesis of the text, they 
also are representatives entrust
ed with freedom to operate in a 

"If God thought the human 
race sufficiently worthy to send 
his own Son to die a vicarious 
and substitutionary death on the 
cross, the very least we can do to . 
please him is to share our Sav
ior's concern for the lost," Patter
son said. 

life today, Patterson said, first 
referring to worldwide religious 
lib.erty. He applauded the 
courage of evangelicals who 
crossed denominational lines to 
draft the recent Chicago Decla
ration ·on Religious Freedom 
which emphasizes "the obligato
ry nature of our Christian mis
sion." 

In spite of criticism of the 
SBC's International Mission 
Board for producing prayer 
guides for particular faith 
groups such as Hindus and Mus-

Through free copies of adver
tisements produced by the North 
American Mission Board, indi
vidual churches, associations, 
and state conventions are able to 
explain the message of salvation 
in Jesus Christ and help people 
understand who Southern Bap
tists are, Patterson said. 

Another aspect of account
ability involves doctrinal stead
fastness, Patterson explained, 
urging passage of a proposed
revision of the Baptist Faith 
and Message confession of 

-tians should be motivated 
"the incomparable affection 
Jesus Christ, citing II Coritj 
ans 5:14. Noting God's abun9 
love toward his creation, Pal 
son said t~e spirit of the li 
God transforms a new beli 
·beyond the limits of human 
giveness. ,"Divine forgivenJ 
limited only by the man wh~ 
fuses to accept it. We ca 
help but say, 'The love of C 
compels us.'" • 

The Christian's awareness of 
accountability to God motivates 
many of the concerns in Baptist 

Refers other motions to trustees 
a 

SBC declines reconciliation effort 
By Bob Allen 
For Associated Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Southern Baptists 
declined to establish a committee aimed at 
healing fissures between conservatives and 
moderates in Baptist state COI).ventions. 

· Messengers to the June 13-14 South
ern Baptist Convention in Orlando, Fla., 
voted down a motion from the floor to 
form a committee to work toward "recon
ciliation and restoration" among various 

· factions in the denomination. 
. The motion, proposed by Paddy O'Con

nor, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Brooksville, Fla., asked the SBC presi
dent, in consultation with state leaders, to 
appoint a committee aimed at bringing to
gether various "subgroups" in Baptist life. 

I ssues including the "inerra.ncy" of 
Scripture that divided the SBC in the 
1980s now h ave trickled down in some 
cases to state conventions. Several state 
SBC affiliates have competing moderate 

. and conservative political organizations 
vying for control. Conservatives have 
formed separate conventions in two mod
erate strongholds, Virginia and Texas. 

O'Connor argued in bringing his mo
tion that such division does not honor 
God. Messengers overwhelmingly voted 
the motion down, however, after SBC 
leaders argued again,st such a committee. 

Morris Chapman, president of the SBC 
Executive Committee, said a committee is 
not needed, because fellowship issues 
such as doctrinal views were decided at 
the national level by the SBC Peace Com
mittee 10 years ago. 

T.C. Pinckney, leader of a conservative 
state group in Virginia, said denomina
tional leaders should not negotiate with 
others who don't share their theology. 

"The Southern Baptist tent should be 

ju_st as broad as God's Word- no broad
er , no narrower," Pinckney said. "Scrip
ture, not cooperation is primary. Let 
every Southern Baptist accept God's 
Word and cooperation will follow as day 
follows night." 

The convention approved another mes
senger's motion, however, instructing the 
SBC president to write a letter to radio 
personality Dr. Laura Schlessinger com
mending her ·"courageous stand" against 
homosexuality. Schlessinger, who is Jew
ish, has done much to promote "Judea
Christian" principles, said Wiley Drake· of 
California, who made the motion. 

Several other motions at the conven
tion were, in accordance with SBC bylaws, 
referred to various convention entities for 
consideration. Those agencies will report 
on their disposition at next summer's a,n
nual convention in New Orleans, La. 

Referred motions include: 
> Restricting solicitation of non.,.Coop

erative Program funds from local church
es, studying the use of CP funds in joint ef
fqrts with groups whose beliefs conflict 
with the witness of Southern Baptists, and 
scheduling the 2005 meeting in Cleveland 
- - to the SBC Executive Committee. 

> Endorsing ministries to homosexu
als and requesting __ the PowerLine radio 
program stop using secular music - to 

~ 

the North American Mission Board. · 
> Evaluating whether all materials 

sold at LifeWay Christian Stores are ap
propriate - to LifeWay Christian Re
sources, the SBC publishing arm. 

> Revising missionary appointment 
policies regarding divorced persons - to 
both SBC missions agencies. 

).. Requesting that denominational em
ployees not be required to sign the Baptist 
Faith and Message - to all SBC entities. · • 

. 

Resolution No. 5 
, On Capita·l Punishment 

1 
WHEREAS, The Bible teaches that every human life has sacred value (GE 

esis 1:27) and forbids the taking of innocent human life (Exodus 20:13); and 

WHEREAS, God has vested in the civil magistrate the responsibility of 
tecting the innocent and punishing· the guilty (Romans 13:1-3); and 

WHEREAS, We recognize that fallen human nature has made ·~ll}J'V"'~"u'"~ 
perfect judicial system; and .... ......_ 

WHEREAS, God authorized capital punishment for murder after the r'lloam 

Flood, validating its legitimacy in human society (Genesis 9:6); and 
. ' 

WHEREAS, Go~ forbids personal revenge (Romans 12: 19) and has 
lished capital punishment as a just and appropriate means by which the 
_magistrate may punish those guilty of capital crimes (Romans 13:4); and 

WHEREAS, Gocl requires proof of guilt before any punishment is adnlinll 
tered (Deuteronomy 19:15-19); and 

WHEREAS, God's instructions require· a civil magistrate to judge all 
equally under the law, regardless of class or status (Leviticus 19: 15; VeutEifOII 
my 1:17); and 

WHEREAS, All people, including those guilty of capital crimes, are "'~,.., 
in the image of God and should be treated with dignity (Genesis 1:27). 

Therefore·, be it RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Bapt 
Convention, meeting in Orlando, ·Florida, June 13-14, 20~0, support the~ 
and equitable use of capital puni~hment by civil magistrates as a legitim~:~ 
form of punishment for those guilty of murder or treasonous acts that result 
death; and . 

Be it further_ RESOLVED, That we urge that capital "punishment be adml 
istered only when the pursuit of truth and justice result in clear and ov1 
whelming evidence of guilt; and 

Be it further RESOLVED, That because of our deep reverence for hum' 
life, our profound respect for the rights of indiViduals, and our respect for t: 
law, we call for vigilance, justice, and equity in the criminal justice system; ai 

· Be it further RESOLVED, That we urge that ~apital punishment be appli• 
as justly and as faidy as possible without undue delay, without reference to tl 
race, class, or status of the guilty; and 

Be it further RESOLVED, That we call on civil magistrates to use hnma: 
means in administering capital punishment; and 

Be it finally RESOLVED, That we commit ourselves to love, to pray for, aJ 

to minister the Gospel to victims and perpetrators of. crimes, realizing that Oil 

in Christ is there forgiveness of sin, reconciliation, emotional and spiritu 
healing, and the gift of eternal life. 
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sis still have freedom to go to God 
nnle Wilkey, editor 

II" the first time since 1983 I viewed the 
al meeting of the Southern Baptist 

tion from a distance. Many have 
about the condition of my grandfather 

am happy to report that through God's 
he has defied the odds and is now at 
Though his condition is still serious, 

e grateful for his improvement. 
expected, the annual meeting of 

lern Baptists did not generate any real 
ises. The action on the Baptist Faith 

essage statement was predictable . 
·ngers overwhelmingly adopted the re
s presented by the study committee. 

are some of my observations. 
Baptist Faith and Message 

stened to a tape of the presentation 
iscussion of the BF&M report. At one 
the committee was criticized for being 

!-picked" by last year's SBC President 
Patterson. That charge was refuted 

ting the diversity of the committee 
included women and people of vari

hnic backgrounds. That is true and is 
thing. The fact of the matter, howev

the committee was hand-picked and 
ded two seminary presidents, an 
;y leader, and the wife of an agency 
The 1963 committee was comprised of 
convention presidents, elected by the 
ituencies of their respective states. 

really is the more "grassroots" of the 
ou decide. 

p.nessee pastor Adrian Rogers of Bellevue 
t Church, Cordova, did an admirable job 

ding the study committee and allowing 
rs to explain their positions during de

Credit should also be given to Patterson 
lllowed people who disagreed with the 
· ttee to state their opinions. 
the committee's credit they added a 

nent about the priesthood of believers 
o ul competency to the preamble before 
lltll :.. it on the convention floor. 
e Bible is our guide to ~aking deci-
about what we believe. • 

In many cases Scriptures are crystal clear. 
For instance, there is no doubt we are not to 
murder, to commit adultery, etc. See the Ten 
Commandments. The Bible is not as clear on 
some issues of today, such as abortion and 
gambling. In other words, the Bible does not 
call gambling and abortion by name and say 
it is wrong. As Baptists we can read Scrip
tures and through prayerful study we can de
velop positions, based on various Scripture 
references, that gambling and abortion are 
not pleasing to God and are wrong. 

We can do that as individuals. Sure, we 
need pastors and others to point us in the 
right direction, but we all can go to God's 
Holy Word and with the leading of the Holy 
Spirit find answers for ourselves. 

There are elements of the new Baptis t 
Faith and Message that not everyone will 
agree with. There may be some churches 
that will continue to use the 1963 version as 
the basis of their beliefs. Who knows, we 
may still have churches using the 1925 ver
sion. I would dare say we have Baptist 
churches that contribute through the Coop
erative Program that do not rely on any of 
our confessional statements. 

Some argued on the convention floor that 
the revised version elevated the Bible above 
of Jesus. It all comes down to interpretation 
of the statement. The committee countered 
that argument. Bbth sides made valid 
points. In an interview with the media after 
the presentation, Rogers said, "The Bible 
and Jesus are not absolutely synonymous, 
but they are certainly inseparable. The writ-, 
ten word (the Bible) honors the living word 
(Jesus) .... "I' can agree with that statement 

· without reservation. However1 without the 
living word, the written word would not be 
as powerful. 

Not much was said from the convention 
floor regarding the exclusion of women from 
the pastorate. The document does not say 
women cannot be called as ministers. One 
seminary president said more women are 
being trained for the ministry than ever be
fore. The question that will c?ntinue to pro-

voke dialogue ts should women serve as pas
tors? Regardless of one's beliefs, as Baptists 
we have the responsibility to honor and not 
limi't God. Statistics from a Midwestern 
Baptist Baptist Theological Seminary study 
indicate that less than one-tenth of one per
cent of Baptist churches have women pas
tors. It certainly does not appear to be a 
trend on the horizon. 

Leaders of the committee have said the 
new version is not a creed. The BF&M is 
not binding on any individual or 
church. If we ever get to the point where 
someone says you can't be a Southern Bap
tist church unless you agree wholeheartedly 
with the 2000 version of the Baptist Faith 
and Message, then we have a serious prob
lem. A man-made document would super
sede the Bible's authority. 

There are some who are concerned that 
employees of SBC agencies should be made 
to sign the Baptist Faith and Message docu
ment. If the Baptist Faith and Message 
statement were to become a basis for em
ployment, in essence it would become 
creedal, something we have said it s hould 
not be. No person should be employed or re
leased from his or her job based on the ac
tion of one SBC annual meeting. 

Attendance 
For the third year in a row, attendance at 

the annual meeting did not exceed 12,000 
messengers. This was one of the most signif
icant meetings in recent years and still mes
sengers did not attend. Are Southern Bap
tists becoming apathetic or do they think 
''What's the use of my attending. Decisions al
ready are made." We need to find out why 
Baptists no longer see th e need of coming to 
the annual meeting. As I suggested last year, 
it may be time to consider holding the annual 
meeting every two years due to the extremely 
high costs involved. 

Continue to pray for our convention. De-
. spite our differences and problems, I believe 
Southern Baptists are a vital part of God's 
plan to spread the Gospel to a world that does 
not know Jesus as Lord and Savior. B&R 

tblic officials should live moral lives consistently 

ordon 
world 

Shfwn 

chard Nixon, Gary Hart, 
~m Jefferson Clinton, Newt 
rech, Rudy Guliani. What 
lese names have in com-

~ of them either served or 
erving our country in some 
cal fashion and all of them 
been moral failures. Mis

•f power, marital infidelity, 
cal corruption, and obstruc
of justice are but a few of 
inful failings of these men. 
hat is most troubling is the 
ve response of the majority 

ericans when it comes to 
nornl failings of their elect
ficials. Most polls affirm the 
that the private indiscre
of these men do not affect 
ublic's \'iew of them as a 

~r. If most Am.ericans claim 
~ type of Christian affilia-

then what does this often 
ferent re.sponse of the e)ec
te say ubout America's 

brand of Christianity? 
First, it says that too much of 

a division is made between what 
is public and private behavior. 
This is not to suggest that we 
need to police a public official's 
personal life. However, if a pat
tern of irresponsible behavior is 
discovered it would be foolish to 
deny its affect on their decision
making skills, whether public or 
private. We cannot continue to 
elect public officials whose pri
vate lives are morally bankrupt. 

Second, it says that too many 
Christians are blinded by party 
affiliation. There's nothing 
wrong with being a "party per
son." America's two-party sys
tem is second to none, even with 

its many shortcomings. Yet, the 
Christian voter cannot ignore or 
continue to excuse such morally 
bankrupt behavior with the ra
tionale that he/she is "our candi
date." 

Thtrd, political indifference 
among Christians says that the 
believer has yet to grasp the 
"two kingdom concept." As be
lievers, we are members of two 
kingdoms: a heavenly one and 
an earthly one. Most believers 
do well in thinking about the 
heavenly kingdom, while we ei
ther ignore or display indiffer
ence toward the earthly king
dom. To ignore our duties as a 
member of this world is a direct 
violation of Scripture. 

The Christian participates in 
this world with an other-worldly 
ethic. That is, we are to live in 
this world as salt and light, ap
plyjng biblical truth to real life 
situations- even political situa
tions. This means that the root 
source of the Christian's political 
involvement is biblical rather 
than party. 

The idea situation is to have 
a well-informed, connected elec
torate whose one hand grasps a 
newspaper which is being read 
through the magnifying glass of 
the Word of God! Moral failings 
would still be present, but great
ly diminished . • - Shrum is 
pastor of Inglewood Baptist 
Church, Nashville. 

Church of the Covered Dish By Thom Tapp, pastor, Oral Baptist Church, unoir City 

TfLfPH0~6 FO~ 
&~ollie~ at .. 

I'M ~OT FAU.IJIIG 
FO~ TtiAT AGAIJII ! 
PO YOU Ttii~IC I'M 
~TUPWO~ 
~OM6THIJIIG • '-._ 

Tfl.6G~M FO~ 
&~OTH6~ ft.I! 

just for 
today 
by Fred Wood, 
pastor emeritu~ 
Eudora Church, 
1\-lempbis 

Start with a smile 
David: ••rd sure like to get 

married, but I can1t seem to find 
a prospect." Dan: "Why don't 
you run an ad in the paper?" 
David: "I tried that and it didn't 
work. It said, 'Wanted, a wife.',. 
Dan: "What happened?' No re
ply?" David: "I got more than 
100 r eplies. They a ll said the 
thing: cy ou can have mine.' " 

Take this truth 
The grass always looks 

greener on the other side of the 
fence, but remember you mus t 
maintain it or it won't continue 
to look good. 

Memorize this Scripture 
"Be content with such things 

as ye have."- Hebrews 13:5 

Pray this prayer 
Lord, help me to do the best 

I can, with what I have, where 
I am, for Jesus' sake today. • 

Partnership 
Prayer Requests 
June 
22 - Pray for Mel Cruik

shank, NAMB missionary 
serving as campus minister 
at the University of Calgary 
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

23 - Pray for Michigan Bap
tists' State Church Planting 
Conference to be held June 
23-24 in Lansing. 

24 - Pray for the Korean 
Green Church in Thornhill, 
Ontario, Canada, as they 
build relationships by orga
nizing a volleyball team. 

25 - Pray for teams from 
Michigan Baptist churches as 
they prepare to go to Siberia 
in July and August. Ask God 
to bless Michigan Baptists' 
first partner ship. 

26 - Pray for the Baptist 
State Convention of Michi
gan's GA/Acteens camps to be 
held June 26-30 and July 10-
14. 

27 - Praise God for a team of 
35 volunteers from Dixie Lee 
Baptist Church, Lenoir City, 
who worked June 10-17 in 
Saginaw, Mich., doing con
struction on a church feUow
ship hall 

28 - Praise God for a five
member team from First Bap
tist Church, Fairview, who 
worked ApnJ 28 - May 7 with 
First Church of Barros Fi1ho 
in Rio de Janeiro Brazil, to 
start a congregation 
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During SBC Pastors' Conference 

Speakers call fai:Jlilies to return to Christ 
By Todd Starnes 
.For Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - -Calls for 
families to seek Christ and turn 
away from worldly desires were 
issu ed by a bevy. of Southern 
Baptist pastors and evangelists 
during the June 11-12 Pastors' · 
Conference at the Orange Coun-· 
ty Convention Center here. 

In conjunction with the cele
bration of the 75th anniversary 
of the Cooperative Program, the 
Pastors' Conference adopted· the 
CP theme, "Partners in the Har-
vest." 

Pastors and evangelists deliv
ered messages based on themes 
relating to a harvest in personal 
lives, homes, churches, and the 
world. 

Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church, Nash- · 
ville, and president of the confer
ence, said, "We wanted to create 
a· family atmosphere at the con
ference. This was like a good, 
old-fashioned revival, and the 
spirit of the Lord moved through 
the place." 

Along with a host of special 
musical guests, speakers includ
ed Ken Freeman, Rodney Gage, 
Jim Henry, Johnny Hunt, James 
Merritt, Adrian Rogers, Jay 
Strack, Jerry Vines, Ken Whit
ten, Hayes Wicker, and others. 

Ken Whitten, pastor of 
Idlewild Baptist Church, Tampa, 
Fla., delivered a strong defense 
of families, arguing that Chris
tians have compromised their 
beliefs. 

ADRIAN ROGERS addresses the SBC Pas-

the house," Merritt 
said. '~Our greatest 
problem is not in the 
White House. Our 
greatest problem is 
in our house. We've 
got a problem in the 
home ... fathers who 
abdicated authority 
to be the spiritual 
leader of the home." 
God said to "fortify 
the family," Merritt 
said. "The way you 
do that is by faithful 
followers. If we don't 
have godly fathers 
living godly lives, 

• 
tors' Conference. He is pastor of Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova. - Photo by Bill 
Bangham 

building godly 
homes, rearing godly children, it 
won't matter who rules this na
tion." 

''We no longer 'believe in the 
sufficiency of Scriptures," Whit
ten said. "Our problem is that 
we -have not built a counter cul
ture. We have built a parallel 
culture. The world has its rock 
music. We have Christian rock. 
... Where is the line in dating? 
Where is the line in movies? 
Where is the line? 

"I'm not looking for a line," 
Whitten continued. "I'm looking 
for a gap, a place where we 
aren't going to compromise God's 
Word." 

James Merritt, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Snellville, Ga., 
who was elected as the new SBC 
president during the annual 
meeting, reiterated the theme of 
family ties by urging pastors and 
laymen to take responsibility for 
the welfare of their families. 

"God knew what he was doing 
when he put man at the head of 

Jim Henry, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Orlando, and 
former pastor of Two Rivers 
Church, welcomed pastors to his 
city before encouraging believers 
to involve themselves in a "har
vest of souls." 

Henry said, "Our holy God 
calls for us as a holy people to 
engage our society so that they 
might see the difference between 
night and day." 

Evangelist Rodney Gage of 
Fort Worth, Texas, urged par
ents to reach the next gen era
tion by reaching their teenagers. 
"The secret to reaching the next 
generation, I am totally con
vinced, rests in the hands of 
their parents. Without question, 
parents are the single most pow
erful influence in the lives of 

their children. 
"We need to put back the bro

ken pieces of our families. Jesus 
Christ is the only hope the next 
generation ha? to put the pieces 
back together again," Gage said. 
"It's up to both parents and 
grandparents." 

Adrian Rogers, pastor of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordo
va, addressed leadership for pas
tors. 

"God's shepherd is called an 
elder; second, he is called to feed 
the flock; and he is a bishop," 
Rogers said. "If you are a man of 
God, God-called, Go~-anointed, 
God-appointed, I'll tell you what 
you are: You are an elder and 

you are a shepherd, and ynu 
a bishop." 

Regers noted, "Our leader 
model is the Lord Jesus Ch 
... I tefl young pastors to ask 
to make them mature men." 

Evangelist Ken Freema 
San Antonio, Texas, said chu 
es today are losing battle~ 
cause they have lost their 
sion for bringing people to Je 
Passion is a mission that alv 
produces either hate and d 
ness or love and light, he sai1 

CHOIR MEMBERS from Two Rivers Baptist Church, Nashville, 
during the SBC Pastors' Conference. Two Rivers Pastor Jerry 
ton served as president of the Pastors' Conference this yea . . -
Photo by Bill Bangham 

Wanda Lee installed as seventh executive director of WMj 
By Barbara Denman & Kristi 

Hodge 
For Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla.- Placing a 
bronze medallion around the 
neck of Wand a Lee, three for
mer Woman's Missionary Union 
executive directors who had 
served a combined total of five 
decades cl}allenged Lee to ac- . 
cept the role God had prepared 
for her as the missions organiza
tion's new executive director. 

"partnerships are important in 
her new position." 

"We are never alone any
time," Hunt added. "By his 
guidance we have him as our 
partner." 

Noting Lee's contagious en
thusiasm, Hunt told 'her, "Don't 
let anyone deprive you of the 
enthusiasm of what the Lord is 
going to do through you.~ 

The former executive direc
tors noted that Lee's roles as 
missionary, pastor's wife, nurse, 
missions volunteer, and Acteens 
leader have uniquely prepared 
her for the leadership position 
she assumed with her installa-' 
tion as WMU's seventh execu
tive director during its June 11-
12 annual meeting here. 

NEW WMU Executive Director Wanda Lee, left, is joined by 
new officers Janet Hoffman, center, president and Yolanda 
Calderon, recording seoretary, during -the WMU annaal meet
ing in Orlando, Fla. Lee was installed as WM,U's seventh ex
ecutive director at the meeting .. -- Photo by Gibbs Frazeur 

Carolyn Weatherford Crum
pler, WMU executive director 
from 197 4-89, said, ttWhat can I 
say about Wand a Lee afte.r all 
the stages I've seen her serve in 
so faithfully? 

"I won't pray for you to have 
wisdom · but discernment," 
Crumpler told Lee, "that every 
step · of the way you 4o what is 
the will of God for you and 
WMU." 

"As I accept this medallion tod?y, it is 
with a sense of God's call to this most 
challenging ~issions assignment of my 
life," said Lee. "He had led me through 
critical days of discovery to reach this 
point. 

"It is a trust I do not take lightly but 
accept only with the confident assurance 
that God has led and been.faithful in my 
life before today," Lee added. 

The medallion is a bronze replica of the 
WMU emblem in the shape of a fish - a 

symbol of the early church - with an open 
Bible, torch, and outline of the world. Fol
lowing the installation service the-medal
lion will hang in the WMU headquarters 
building in Birmingham, Ala. 

J\lma Hunt, WMU executive director 
from 1948-1974, recalled the many 
changes that have take:n place _ in the 52 
years since she was tapped as WMU's 
fourth executive director. 

Hunt remin.ded Lee ef the pro~ise of 
Jesus in Matthew 28, "and. lo I am with 
you," telling the younger woman that 

Days ahead will be filled 
with difficulty and challenge, WMU's im
mediate past executive director, Dellanna 
O'Brien, said. 

O'Brien said the Lord has prepared 
Lee for her role by giving her a compas
sionate heart as she nursed her mother 
through a terminal illness, by experienc
ing the joy of a Christian home, and by 
t'denying personal desires to be in God's 
service on the mission field." 

Morris H . Chapman, president of the 
SBC Executive Committee, welcomed 

Lee to her new ministry. He said 1 
confident Lee will "work tirelessly a 
fectively to challenge Southern Bap 
to fulfill their worldwide mission, a 
not forget the vast spiritual darkne1 
the world a nd the need to share 
Gospel." 

June Whitlow, WMU senior asso 
executive director, praised Lee's a 
to encourage future generations 
"model how God calls young women 
how they are used to connect wit 
world." 

The installation service was a fa 
affair for Lee. Husband Larry, a boJ 
chaplain, provided piano accompaniJ 
fo,r the session and her daughter, 
son, sang and played, ''Where He L 
Me." Son Matthew was also in a1 
dance. . , 

Prior to being tapped for this pos1 
Lee of Columbus, Ga., served as el• 
president of the national WMU, a V• 

tary position. 
During the meeting, WMU merr 

also elected a new slate of officers to : 
with Lee. Janet Hoffman of Farmer 
La., was elected president to succeed 
Hoffman has served as recording s 
tary since 1996. 

Yolanda Calderon of Modesto, C 
was selected· to succeed Hoffman. S 
the first ethnic leader to be elected 
national WMU officer. Both women 
be eligible for election for up to 
years. • 



essengers adopt revised ••• 
,uvu from page 1 

8 ry, soid from the plat
one pomt during the de-

mendmenl offered 
,'J'U'fiA opposing a motion 

floor by Anthony Size-
r Floydada, Texas, who 
ted to usc language in 
63 Baptist Faith and 

section on Scripture in
f revisions proposed by 

dy committee. 
J 963 version described 
le as "the record of God's 
ion of himself to man," 

the new version says the 
is God's revelation of 

If to man." Wh ere the 
ion identified J esus as 

terion by which the Bible 
interpreted," the new 

says, "All Scripture is a 
to Christ, who is him

focus of divine revela-

Bible is not m er ely a 
" Mohler said, prompting 

ovation from conven
. "It is the reve

God. It is always a tri
nt moment when this 

tion states clearly its be
at the Bibl e is the in-
and infallible Word of 

. Pray tell, w.hat do we 
Jes us apart from Scrip-

more and others, howev
d that the changes ele-

1e Bible above Jesus. 
1elieve the Bible is God's 
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rds it prescribes," Size, 

1ta.id. "The Bible is a book 
1 trust. ... That being said, 
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ng as "a major doctrinal 

id Currie, a member of 
dand Baptist Church in 
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lirector of Texas Baptists 
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argument. 
rrie said h e became a 
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:ven though he knew little 
ll the Bible said. 
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it by rcYelntion from Je

"hrist.' " Currie said. "I'm 
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ADRIAN ROGERS, right, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, and chairman of the committee se
lected in June 1999 to study the Southern Baptist Convention's Baptist Faith and Message statement, 
presents his committee's report June 14 at the annual meeting in Orlando, Fla. Behind him are three of 
the committee's 15 members. From left, are Albert Mohler, president, Southern Baptist Theological Semi
nary, Louisville, Ky.; Chuck KeJ/ey, president, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary; ,and Richard 
Land, president of the SBC Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission.- Photo by Bill Bangham 

are not apostles, sir." 
Messengers soundly rejected 

Sizemore's amendment, just as 
they had to an earlier amend
ment proposed by Charles 
Wade, executive director of the 
Baptist General Conven~ion of 
Texas. 

Wade amendment 
Wade suggested res toring 

two paragraphs from the pre
amble to the 1963 Baptist Faith 
and Message. 

Before debate, the study com
mittee introduced an additional 
two sentences to the statement's 
preamble inserting the words 
"soul competency" and "priest
hood of believers" but noting 
that these liberties should be 
tempered by "our accountability 
to each other under the word of 
(]Qd." 

Wade proposed going a step 
further toward the 1963 pream
ble by reinserting these sen
tences: "Baptists are a people 
who profess a living faith. This 
faith is rooted and grounded in 
Jesus Christ who is the 'same 
yesterday and today and forev
er.' Therefore, the sole authority 
for faith and practice among 
Baptists is Jesus Christ, whose 
will is revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures. 

"A living faith must experi
ence a growing understanding 
of truth and must be continually 
interpreted and related to the 
needs of each new generation. 
Throughout their history, Bap
tist bodies both large and small 
have issued statements of faith, 
which comprise a consensus of 
their behefs. Such statements 
have never been regarded as 
complete. infallible statements 
of fa1th. nor as official creeds 
currying mandatory authonty." 

Wade said his amendment 
was -cruciar to affirming the 
::-ouprcm:tcy of Christ. .. We arc 
indeed people of the book. but 
we nre .tlso people who bo'' only 
before .Jesus Chri:"l ourS n ior." 

The amendment also was 
needed to prevent the Baptist 
Faith and Message from being 
used as a creed, which Baptists 
have always opposed, Wade ar
gued. 

' ., 
In answer to debate coming 

from the floor , members of the 
study committee repeatedly de
fended the preamble, as well as 
the entire document, as a state
ment of belief and not as a bind
ing or governing document over 
Southem Baptist churches and 
their members. 

Mohler attempted to answer 
Wade's concerns by noting a 
late addition to the statement 
that was not a part of the study 
committee's original version. 

'We have sought to add ade
quate clarity by bringing the ad
dition to the preamble that you 
see before you in the daily bul
letin," Mohler said. (See addi
tion on page 1.) 

Bruce Prescott of First Bap
tist Church in Norman, Okla., 
spoke for Wade's motion by say
ing there are differences in the 
soul competency of the 1963 
statement and the soul compe
tency mentioned in the addition. 
Prescott asserted, "He [Jesus 
Christ] is the criterion by which 
the Bible is inte rpreted." 

Chuck Kelly , president of 
New Orleans Baptist Theologi
cal Seminary, responded, "We 
remain accountable to God 
through the revelation of his 
Word" and said there is a "new 
stream" of theology that "has at
tacked historic Baptist theology 
related to this position." 

"Baptists have always be
lieved that the Bible is the 
judge of our experience and de
termines the limit of our priest
hood ." said Kelly. '"Baptists 
ha,·e alwuys believed it 1s the 
Word of God that filters what I 
believe, not my personal experi-

" y ence. 
l\lornents later, and while 

:-peaking to a defen.se of Wade's 

motion that was s imilar to 
Prescott's, Richard Land said, "I 
fully believe that a demonic 
spirit could come and sit on the 
foot of my bed tonight and say 
to me: 'Richard, I am Jesus. And 
I want to tell you that every
body's going to heaven; you 
don't have to worry about it 
anymore.' 

"That could be a real experi
ence, but it would be a wrong 
experience. Why?" asked Land. 
"Because my experience is 
judged by Scripture. My experi
ence doesn't stand in judgment 
of Scripture." 

Wayne Ward, a m essenger 
from the Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church, Louisville , Ky. , and a 
former professor at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
noted his s upport for Wade's 
amendment and his concem by 
characterizing the study com
mittee as "a hand-picked com
mittee, appointed by the presi
dent [Patterson)" and as a 
"small group, trying to impose 
its will on rank and file South
ern Baptists.'' 

Rank and file Southem Bap
tists voted in their annual meet
ing last year in Atlanta to give 
SBC President Paige Patterson 
the authority to assemble t he 
study committee. Rogers ob
served in a later interview that, 
as such , the study committee is 
a committee of all Southern 
Baptists, not s imply a hand
picked one. The committee was 
racially, professionalJy, and ec
clesiastically diverse, as it con
sisted of an African, an Asian, a 
Hispanic-Amencan, as weJI as 
pastors, professor:-, and both 
genders, he said. 

On Wade's amendment, me£
sengers voted by a margin «far 
more than two-third .... ," said 
SBC President Paige Patterson. 

A motion was then defeated 
that would have relaxed the 
language relating to participa
tion in the L-ord's Supper, de-

SBC 2000 

scribC'd tn Article 1:3 of th • 
statement. 

Women pa.sfor.~ 

For all the articles regnrding 
women pastors publi!\hcd by 
both secular and rehgwus pubh
cations in the weeks preceding 
the annual convention, the only 
mention of such was Rogers' rl'f
erence to that by ctting the re
vised statement's contents on 
the matter: "The convention has 
spoken clearly its conviction 
that while both men and women 
are gifted and called fo r min
istry, the office of pastor is lim
ited to men as qu a lifie d by 
Scripture." 

Questions regarding women 
pastors arose in a news confer
ence immediately following the 
vote on the statement . There, 
Rogers was quick to note a pre
liminary study done by Mid
western Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, Mo., 
which s how s that only one
tenth of 1 percent of South ern 
Baptis t churches h ave women 
as pastors (or a total of 35 or 
less churches among the overall 
40,000-plus SBC chu r ches). 
Rogers said that in no way does 
the document, particularly the 
section on the pastorate, dictate 
who a Southern Baptis t church 
may hire as pastor. 

'We would never presume t.o 
tell another ch urch whom they 
may call as a pastor or tell an
other person whether or n ot 
they may serve as pastor ," 
Mohler said. "We'r e not trying 
to force our beliefs on someone 
else." 

Land said Southern Baptists 
la r gely agree on the matter. 
"It's one reason so many moder
ate churches, who want to plead 
for women in ministry, don't 
have women pastors. They can't 
get their own churches to call a 
woman as pastor . That's how 
popular it is among Southern 
Baptis t rank and file." 

But Land added, 'We are not 
in any way, shape, or form say
ing that women are in any way, 
shape, or form inferior to men." 

Employees should affirm 
While churches may accept 

or reject the newly revis ed con
fession, SBC entitie~ have long 
expected the1r employee · to of
firm the previous BF&M state
ment, committee members saio 
during th~ press conference. 

"This statement is a regula
tive document for usc by the 
agencies and institutions and 
seminarie:, of the dcnomma
tion," ~lohler said. • - This arti
cle was compiled from Baptist 
Press stones written by Norm 
Miller and Ketth Hinson and an 
Assoctated Baptist Press story 
written b 1 :'tiark W~ngheld 

June n, 2000 I B&R 
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Participates in Crossove~ Orlando 
: 

Teen teaches, plays soccer despite disability 
. By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

ORLANDO, Fla. -Since Michael Rine
hart, 18, has a college soccer scholarship, 
it's not surprising he could ably demon
strate soccer plays and coach children and 
youth participat:l'ng in a 
soccer clinic here last 
week. 

But it's not as simple 
as th at. Rinehart was 
born without feet. 

The soccer clinic was 
h eld in a n inner city 
neighborhood near King's 
Way Baptis t Church as 
·part of Crossover Orlando. 

RINEHART 

joints but he works on computers 
and even develops weli sites for 
others. 

The recent graduate of Mont
gomery Central High ·School, 
Clarksville, will play soccer on the 
junior varsity team of .Union Col
lege, Barbourville, Ky.., this fall. 

Rinehart certainly has a sense · 
of huinor about his disability. 
Each year ~e led his high school 
soccer team to a fast food restau
rant while wearing his shoes 
backwards. H e explained the di
rection he wears his shoes doesn't 
affect his ability to walk. . 

Sitting down on a picnic table 
and str etching his legs, especially 
his right leg as he winces, Rine
hart explained he was raised in a 
Christian home in which he was 
taught "if there's something you 
want to do, try it," he said. 

His family and friends have en
couraged him "really all my life," 

''Everybody always wants proof that 
there's a God and I'm living proof really," 
said Rinehart, a member of First Baptist 
Church, Clarksville. He is proof because 
he shouldn't be walking and certainly not 
playing soccer , according to the opinions 
of doctors when he was a child, He is able 
to walk with prosthetics which attach to 
his ankles and fill h is shoes. 

he continued. 
RINEHART works with a young man at a soccer clin-

. He is not very ap.alytical about ic offered by Crossove·r Orlando. volunteers. 
"A~ least I want to be proof," Rinehart 

added humbly. 
his life, but admitted he recently 

. His ability to play soccer is "obviously 
not science or the devil. It's got to be God," 
he said. 

was lying on his bed feeling sorry for him
self. Then God -impressed him that he 
wasn't the only person with disabilities. 

He plans to pursue a:. career in pros
thetics focusing on helping children. He 
might also become involved in children's 

ministry, said Rinehart. He really en
joyed working with children during 
Crossover. 

"You tell one of these kids about ·God 
and .they get excited and tell everybody," 
he said . B&R 

Rinehart also has several fingers on his 
left hand which are so short they have no 

Cha tgnoogaris make eva gelism a priority 
By Connie Davis 
Baptist and Reflector 

.. 

ORLANDO, Fla. - When he 
and his three partners enter~d 
the r estaurant, fo ur young . 
African Americans were pay
ing their 'bills. R.A. Sharp ap
proach ed them in his slow, 
measured step. He spoke to 
them in his soft voice. 

Soon they followed him to a 
corner of the entrance area and 
were encircling him with their 
heads slightly lowered so they 
could hear him above the clat
ter and voices of the restau
rant. 

Interestingly, no one entered 
the restaurant. A few minutes 
later Sharp pulled out .a tract 
which he held for the group to 
see. Soon the four people, with 
their heads bowed, were repeat
ing something. 

Then heads bobbed up and a 
flash of a smile was seen. Sharp 
left the group and approached 
his friends, asking one for the 
keys to the van. They just ac
cepted Christ, he said,. smiling. 
He explained he wanted to get 
some New Testaments for 
them. 

Getting to Orlando 
The three men who accom

panied Sharp to Orlando said 
he influenced them to become 
involved in Crossover QY lead
ing them to conduct visitation 
and evangelism at Central Bap
tist Church, Hixson. Then 
Sharp invited them to-join the 
Inner Ci ty Evangelism (ICE) 
team of the North American 
Mission Board. The ICE team 

assisted Crossover Orlando ef
forts during the Southern Bap
tist Convention annual meet 
mg. 

N.T. Campbell explained he 
came because he found out he 
could witness successfully and 
didn't have a good reason not to 
be involved . Mike West came 
because he loves participating 
in such efforts. Larry Weaver, a 
new participant in such efforts, 
came because he has learned 
from Sharp that leading pe_ople 
to make commitments to God is 
more rewarding than anything 
else he has accomplished. 

Campbell, a retired pharma
cist, volunteered although he 
seriously injured his arm last 
October in a tractor accident. 
He still must wear an elasti
cized sleeve on the arm to as
sist circulation. 

West and Weaver took vaca
tion to participate in Crossover. 
West has sold .a sign company 
and started working for anoth
er sign business so he can 
spend more time in evangelistic 
work. And Weaver has scaled 
back his restaurant business so 
he can spend time in evang.e
lism. 

Sharp, their me.ntor, was 
disabled in his 50s in a work 
accident which left him unable 

· to use one side of his body very 
wen. He has difficulty writing. 
But he can witness. 

Witnessing 
Every Christian should wit

ness and can with just a little 
preparation, said Sharp. He 
uses tracts some and asks cer
tain questions in a certain or-

WORKING ·on an inner city evangelism team which joined 
Crossover efforts were, from left, R.A. Sharp, Larry Weaver, Mike 
West, N. T. Campbell, all of Central Baptist Church, Hixson; and 
David Cobb of First Baptist Church, Sevierville. 

.der so he will 
not take any
thing for 
gran ted and so 
the person will 
not end . the 
conversation 
prematurely. 

He -ex-
plained a 
Christi~n 
should pre
pare, but the 
H oly Spirit 
will lead him 
or her and it 
only takes 
about 10.-15 
minutes. 

"The har N. T. CAMPBELL of Chattanooga witnesses to a vest is truly 
white unto man riding a bicycle on an inner city street. 

harvest," he declared. "All you thing but you, God; that was 
can say (after a witnessipg ex- you , not me. Glory to his 
perience) is that wasn't any- name." B&R 

Teen 
on com 
as Su 
For Baptist and 

ORLANDO, 
Gearrin, 14, s:P-r'VI 

tellers commi 
Southern B 

gram among ... .u.au.u. 

Gearrin, a m 
First Baptist Ch 
ton, was the yotmg 
son ever to se 
tellers committee. 

He was nomi 
both roles by 
of Baptist Press, 
utive Committ~~~ 
was minister of 
First, Dayton, 
young man. 

Gearrin said in 
a member of the 
mittee he was 

• 
members who 
lets of votes taken 
nual meeting. 

He had to be 
honest to serve on 
mittee and have a 

next year in Aliget)l: 
added. 

In his role as 
Dude, he had to 
perform in a skit 
presented in the 
Hall and to ""u" ..... 
ing a day camp ut:l.~ 

the annlilal meeting 
Gearrin, who i 

ber of his chu 
group and a ch 
group, attended 
tion here with 
Geri, and sister, 
After the coriveJntll 
will vacation in 
City. 

To h elp make 
possible, Gearrin 
his earnings for 
several months 
work as ari umpire 
Le~gue baseball 

But he was su•• .. 

the investment, 
rm. 

"I wouldn't "'uc;~~-. 
thing. It's been 
down here," he 88ll~ 
Connie Davis 
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Cooper of Hartland Baptist Church, Memphis, witnesses to a 
woman at her home along with Kaley Lyons, left, First Baptist 

h, Sanlando Springs; and Amy Templeton, Hartland Church. The 

PRAYING together are, from left, Tricia Dasque, a student at Valencia Community 
College, Orlando; Andy Lyons, Clarksville; and Miranda McKinnon, Pensacola, Fla. 
Crossover volunteers Lyons and McKinnon pray for the husband of Dasque who is 
not a Christian while visiting the campus. 

woman made a profession of faith. 

~ 
~ 

WITH a man attending Crossover's International Festival are Brittany Fry, 
and Susan Brallier of Clarksville. 

A BOY SHOWS the duck he retrieved with his eyes closed to Crossover volunteers, 
from left, Mike Hull, Clarksville; Marvin Reed, Pensacola, Fla.; and Andy Lyons, 
Clarksville. The game was offered at an International Festival. 

1ntinued from page 1 
led to witness in the mall 
~arking lot. When the stu
s were re-routed to a 

to survey residents, they 
told by the new pastor the 
' Y had to be canceled be

many area communities 
to solicitation policies. 

wever, Andy Lyons of 
Church, Clarksville, said 
worked things out. In
• the group prayerwalked 

l l' church's neighborhood, 
ng with people who were 
de homes and s tor es. Stu

;:; had several good conver 
ns in which they wit

ed of their faith, r eported 
1 s, a recent g r adua t e of 
•n University, Jackson . 
eann Gregory of Cla rks
reported she was encour

l wh ile prny e rw a lkt ng 
n she met a woman having 
rage sale. The woman wel
ed the visitor s a nd infor
aon a bout a local church 
il u~e s he a nd h e r family 
,. new resident:' and needed 
urch to attend. 
h e Tennee~see t ea m 's 
c r. J1m Phillips. m inis te r 
ecreat ion/college. F i rst 

Church, Clarksville, said he 
was proud of the students, but 
wasn't surprised. He said the 
young adults had to be pre
pared to meet many challenges 
to participate in Collegiate 
Crossover, which drew about 
150 students. They received 
assignments daily, Phillips 
noted, so they had to be "r eady 
to serve in any way." 

Lyons reported an experience 
he had to the SBC annual meet
ing June 13 during the 
Crossover report made by Bob 
Reccord , president, N or t h 
American Mission Board, the 
sponsormg agency. 

Lyons and an other student 
were wi tnessing to s tudents at 
a community college. The duo 
met a wom a n from Eng la nd 
''' h o did not h ave a faith in 
God She made a commitmen t 
to God. he said, and he saw "an 
a utomatic change in her life. I t 
was aw esome," Lyons told 
messengers. 

!tlemphis group 
A youth gr oup fr om Mem

phts met some r eJection to 
door -to-door \'tsttation. but it 
didn't d1scoura~e them, they 
reported. 

Matthew Cooper, 17, said he 
had a great time in the effort 
although he ha4 never before 
traveled anywhere to witness. 
He and 19 other youth and 
sponsors of Hartland Baptist 
Church, Memphis, traveled 16 
hours to help First Baptist 
Church, Sanlando Springs, 
conduct the outreach. 

On that hot, still Saturday 
morning, the 15 teams, usually 
made up of four people from 
the church and Tennessee , 
were dropped off by· church ve
hicles in an upper middle class 
n eighborhood . By tha t after
noon , t h e t eam s h a d vis ited 
about 500 homes, seen 10 peo
ple ma ke professions of faith , 
a nd id en t i fi ed many people 
wh o h a d need s , said Rick 
Keaton , minister of education 
of the Sa n lando Springs 
church . 

About half of the people \'is
ited didn't wish to participa te 
in a survey, which was the ap
p r oach the t e am member s 
took, possibly becaust;, the visi
tors identified themselves as 
representing the church . Some 
res1dents rejected the vis ttors 
W1thou~1scovering t he pur-

pose of the visit. But workers 
reported the good visits out
weighed those. 

Cooper led a t eenaged girl 
to make a profession of faith 
and saw a team member lead a 
middle-aged man to make that 
commitment although h e was 
a member of a Christian band. 

Some p eopl e kn ow th ey 
need God, but they don't make 
the commitm en t, said Ka ley 
Lyons of the Sanlando Springs 
church w h o l e d t h e m an to 
make the profession . 

Cooper said his only prior 
wi t nessi n g expe r ien ce w as 
h elping sever al fellow students 
make professions of faith. 

"This has really built up my 
confidence," Cooper said, re fer-
ring to witnessing. · 

Inner·city worker s 
Four m e n fr om Ce n t r al 

Church, Hixson , Cha ttanooga, 
and David Cobb of First Bap
tis t Church, Sevierv ille, we re 
part of the Inner-ci ty Evange
lism (ICE) group of the North 
American ~bss10n Board which 
joined Crossover 

R.A. Sharp, NT. Campbell , 
Mike West , and Larry Weaver 
served with Cobb June 9-13 in 

inner city Orlando. 
Th e g r oup , which works 

throu gh ou t t h e year , special
izes in witnessing to residents 
of underprivileged ar eas. The 
2 0-m e mbe r grou p r e p or t ed 
1,101 pr ofessions of faith in 
just five days of wor k . They 
were assisted by local Baptists 
at times. 

Near a black Baptis t church 
several volunteer s wa lked 
d own a str ee t which seemed 
n a r r ow beca use trees add ed 
shade a nd gloom to the small 
a ssorted k ind s of h ouses. A 
n ew sport util ity veh icle, an 
anomoly in the neighborhood , 
pull e d alo ngsid e S h a r p A 
s h e ri ff s d ep a rtm en t official 
asked Sha rp the purpose of the 
m en a nd th en warned them 
th ey sho ul d be cautious be
cause of the dangerous activi
ties wl · ch occur on the street. 

Soon Sharp approached one 
of seve r al you n g black men 
who passed him and the other 
Baptist~ frequently on bicycles. 

The young man listened in
tently and Sharp reported lat
e r , alth ough he was a drug 
dealer, he made a profe-sJOn of 
fai th . B&R 
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DONis lace pressure to choose sides: in rift 
By Don Hinkle 
For Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Pressure 
is building for associational di
rectors of missions to choose 
sides in the rift between church
es loyal to the theologically con.:
servative Southern . Baptist 
Convention a nd organizations 
supportive of the -moderate Co
operative Baptist Fellowship. 

The issue surfaced briefly at 
the Southern Baptist Conferenc~ 
of Associational Directors of Mis
sions' 39th annual meeting June 
11-12 at the Radisson Universal 
Hotel here. 

"I was deluged with requests 
for a panel discussion address: 
ing the controversy," outgoing 
president Ed Copeland of the 

Metro-Columbus Baptist Associ
ation in Ohio said. "l had many 
DOMs- particularly the young 
ones - ·say they are being torn 
apart by pastors and laypeople 
in their associations -who want 
them to take sides. They [DOMs] 
simply want to do ministry and 
not get involved in politics." 

With approxiyp.ately 1,100 
Southern Baptist associations, 
'directors of missions serve di
verse churches, some of which 
are dually aligned with the SBC 
and CBF. 

After the request for a panel 
discussion, Copeland announced 
one would be held to address the 
issue during Monday morning's 
session. It was set to replace a 
scheduled address by Rick War
ren, pastor of Saddleback Valley 

Community Church, Mission 
Viejo, Calif., who was forced to 
cancel because of health prob
lems. 

However, when the morning 
business session ran overtime, 
Copeland announced the d!scus-. . 
siop. would be pos~poned until 
t he 2001 meeting in New Or
leans. 

"My heart is broken over our 
convention," Copeland said. "I 
want us to covenant to make our 
associations, state conventions, 
and SBC bring honor and glory 
to Christ and stop this fussing 
and tearing each other apart. 
We're all in this together, a nd 
we're not going to shove this un
der the rug." 

An informal survey by Bap
tist Press of some of the 400 at-

tendees indicated an overwhelm
ing desire to focus on ministry 
and a reluctance to discuss poli
tics. 

"The key is for associational 
directors of missions to stress 
the uxgent need to spread the 
Gospel while-_ developing a rela
ticmship with the past9rs," said 
Charles Lewis of the MJ.ssissippi 
County Baptist Ass0ciation in 
northeast Arkansas. "That wnJ 
reduce the possibility of conflict. 
My assignment _is to help them 
grow their churches." 

Nodell Dennis of the Blue 
River-Kansas City Baptist Asso
ciation in Missouri said pastors 
will not discuss thf? controversy 
with him. "They are keeping it 
in their individual churches. It's 
a concern, but we're concentrat-

ing on evangelizing the Ka1 

City area and further develo· 
our outreach mission." 

Incoming President Don I 
of the Puget Sound Baptist A 
ciation in Washington sai1 

expects to deal with the i: 
over the next year but is dt 
min~d to keep the DOMs foe 
on ministry. 

"My heart's desire is wh1 
er it takes to build the king 
of God," he said. "For me 
winning the lost and disci1 
the saved.'' • 

Southern,.Baptist women challenged to dispel'darkness' with 'lig~ 
• ~ I 

Baptist Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Holding 
up gold pen lights, participants· 
in the Woman's Missionary 
Union annual meeting embraced 
the Great Commission challenge 
to shine the light of Christ into 
areas of spiritual darkness. 

Marking a historic point in 
the mission organization's 112-
year history, t he WMU installed 
Wanda Lee as its seventh execu
tive director during its June 11-
12 annual meeting here. 

The meeting focused on en
couraging attendees to keep · 
"Dispelling the Darkness" in a 
lost and hurting world. 

During a spotlight on inter
nationJil and North Americ?n 
missions, Jerry Rankin, presi
dent of the International Mis-
sion Board, encouraged the par
ticipants to pray for missionar
ies "who are sharing the Gospel 
in·places still shrouded in dark-
ness." 

Record giving to t h e 1999 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
- $105,443,786.95 - has "al
lowed us to penetrate the dark
ness in those restricted places 
where Christ is just now being 

heard," Rankin said. 
"Jesus didn't qualify the 

Great Commission to only send 
missionaries where they are wel
comed and can go without risk," 
he continued. "God is going be
fore us, opening the door." 

Robert E. Reccord, president 
of th~ North American Mission 
Board, interviewed three NAMB 
missionaries, including Steve 
Hoekstra, a resort missionary in 
Colorado. Hoekstra told the 
women that the resort missions 
isn't all fun and games, saying 
people often come to resorts to 
escape serious problems. 

One woman had come to a 
Colorado c~mpground to commit 

. suicide, h e r ecounted, but in
stead made a profession of faith 
because of the outreach of the 
resort ministry. 

Wanda Lee, newly installed 
WMU executive director, cast a 
vision for the organization's fu
ture during the executive boa~d 
report. 

"There are those who ask if 
WMU is still viable for the future 
needs of this generation," Lee 
said. "There are some who are 
asking if missions education is 
even relevant for. today's 

Pastors' Conference elects officers 
New officers of the Southern Baptist Pastors' Conference in
clude, from left, Bob Parker, Lake Mary, Fla. , secretary-trea
surer; Je,rry Spencer, Dothan, Ala., president; and Darrell Or
man, Stuart, Fla., vice president. They were elected June 12 
during their annual meeting in Orlando. 

GAYLE LEININGER, mission
ary associate in Gatlinburg, 
·speaks about her work in litera
cy missions during the annual 
meeting of Woman 's Missionary 
Union June 12 in Orlando. 

church." 
But the Great Commission . . 

compels WMU to continue to 
challenge the next generation to 
be involved in missions, sh e 
said. WMU has a mandate to 
"seek new and different ways to 
challenge the ch urch to make 
missions a high priority." 

Gayle Leininger, a NAME-ap
pointed national missionary now 
serving in Gatlinburg, started 
a n "English as a Second Lan
guage" class at First Baptist 

Church, Orlando, in the 1960s Soon · afterwa:rd, R0ma}i 
that grew to 700 ·students and his family began attendin1 
spawned the first Hispanic Bap- Hispanic congregation and 1 

tist Church in the city. A similar professions offaith~ 
ministry she started in Jack- The two-day WMU met 
sonville, Fla., resulted in Korean spotlighted the ministry el 
and Japanese congregations. of Southern Baptist mission 

But Leininger credited Cuban in the United States and ar 
refugee Calixto Romay, wh ose the world. 
job was to con struct the Cin- David and Milvian I 
derella Castle for Disney World, served as NAMB missionar 
with reminding her of the true Miami, a city of 156 ethn 
rewards in teaching -people from guistic groups. He serves a 
other nationalities to speak Eng- alyst for starting ethnical 
lish. verse congregations. "G 

One day Romay came to the starting new works, bri_1 
conversational 'English class at new workers," Lema said. 
First Baptist, asking to learn Miss Alaba~a, JulieS~ 
"carpentry English. " _H e ex- former Mission Fri·end, GA 
plained he was behind schedule Acteen, told participantE 
on completing the castl~. He was "WMU is one of the most i 
constantly leaving the massive tant parts/ of my testim 
scaffolding structure to retrieve don't have t he kind of testJ 
tools because he didn't know that says, 'Look what Goc 
t h eir names to ask others to me out of.' I can say, 'Look 
bring them to h im. Another God kept me out of.' 
teacher whose husband had tak- "Because of what I le 
en up carpentry as a hobby through WMU, I've felt e1 
stepped in to teach the refugee ered to do God's work," l 
E nglish carpentry terms. After said. 
six months, his working knowl- The annual meeting al 
edge of the English language en- eluded training sessions~ 
abled him to complete the proj- women for their organiz 
ect ahead of schedule. leadership positions. • 

God's ·zove key to healing, says former lesbi1 
By Mark Kelly 
For Baptist Press 

• 

ORLANDO, Fla. - Homosex
_u als are not born gay, a nd 
churches bold enough to sh are 
God's love will help them find 
healing and freedom, a former 
lesbian said at the Southern Bap
tist Pastors' Conference June 12. 

Christine Sneeringer of Tam
pa, Fla., spoke to the group as 
part of a message by Ken Whit
ten, senior pastor of Tampa's 
Idlewild Baptist Church, to the 
pastors' meeting in the Orange 
County Convention Center. 

"We live in a world that says 
you're born gay aad can't 
change,') Sneeringer said. "I used 

· to believe that lie." 
Homosexuality is not about 

. 
sex but about meeting emotional 
needs, she said. 

Sneeringer told the pastors 
her father was addicted to 
pornography and abused her 
mother. After her parents' di
vorce, she was sent to live with 
relatives, where an· older cousin 
molested her at age 12. 

"I believed that to be femi
nine was to be weak," she said. 
"I hated being a girl because I 
didn't want to be a victim like 
my mom." 1 

Playing _sports and developing 
masculine traits, Sp.eeringer be
gan her first lesbia11 relationship 
at age 15. She lived as a lesbian 
for six years, until her relation
ship with a married woman de
stroyed the other woman's mar
nage. 

Sneeringer said she pla 
.the softball team of Idl 
Church with her girlfrien 
her teammates never pn 
to her about her lifestyle. 

"They simply loved It 
prayed for me," she reco 
"Eventually what I saw il 
lives was so genuine andrE 
I wanted what they had. 
to the place where I want 
more than my homosexuali 

As she developed h• 
same-sex relationships, h 
ual attraction for women 
she said. Today, 10 year 
she left the lesbian Iif 
Sneeringer directs Wortl 
ations, a ministry that hE 
mosexuals find the heali 
freedom she has fou 
Christ. • 



hurch families 

· nnesseans write dinner theater musical 
Fletcher Allen 

•1151 and Reflector 

000 - Many Bap
utinely search for enter
t in the evenings, some
at would pull families 

. There is a strong feel
t families gathered to

meal time build lasting 
nships. Ed Kee, John 
, and Jeff Atwater have 

leas to enhance that de-

say that bringing the 
is one of the ben

r.>r~,, by dinner theater at 

er theater at church? 
re than that, dinner the
for church families. One 

lum Ntght, Broadway
nner theater church mu

on the way. It provides 

JOHN LEMONIS, left, minister of music at First Baptist Church, Old 
Hickory, and Ed Kee, member of ClearView Baptist Church, 
Franklin, look over the music they have developed for churches to 
use to produce dinner theaters. 

rches a fresh look at 
as - with biblical back-

The idea is new, different, but 
the concept of d inner theater 
with music is not new. Kee, who 
writes for Bren twood-Benson 
Music Publishin g, was looking 

acters in the musica l in- for a more contem porary ap-
Mary, Joseph, the proach to church music. He actu

ler and his family, arab- ally stopped writ ing for four or 
his wife, guests of the five years wh ile searching for 

1 c inn, and shepherds. something "that breathed fresh 
s dramatic twist to the air." Now he thinks he's found it. 
.1t how did this musical After atten din g Broadway 
pass? productions pf musicals such as 
mplaint about church Sound of Music, Beauty and the 
'leard often by Kee and Beast, and Les Miserables, here
i s is that it's been the alized a difference in these musi
r years, that is, music for cals as compared to church pro
<>ccasions on the church d uctions. "Th e mus ic of t hose 

.H . For years there has Br oadway-type pro duction s 
floorl of cantatas, youth moved the story plot forward . He 

u lt musica ls, and event- points to "God Helps the Out
music. " casts" in the animated ver sion of 
-says there is nothing the Hunohback of Notr e Dame, 

\'Vith any of these- ex- as that k i nd of m essage. ult 
.Jt roo often they may of- moved me, an d the level of th e 
-ling distinctively new to lyrics and music in many dinner 
uch family. And one of theater shows pulls the audience 
"pluses" about this kind into the story." 

c program is that it pro- There is a universal appeal, 
nother avenue for reach- he says. And he noted that oth
•ple outside the walls of ers felt as he did - church mu
rch. sic should have th at kind of ap-

peal. Though Broadway shows 
may have more accomplished ac:
tors and singers, Christians 
have the message. 

So the idea of dinner theater 
for church was born. Kee, Lemo
nis, and Atwood believe that the 
intriguing stories of the Bible, 
filled with biblical truth, can be 
just as popular as secular dinner 
theater- including Broadway. 

As the idea grew, they real
ized the "new creations" had to 
be good to attract audiences. Kee 
began to seriously study the 
Broadway musical concept, ob
servin g and reading, learning 
how they were written and put 
togeth er. 

For about 40 years the mod
ern church musical has been a 
con tempor ar y variation of t h e 
cantata form used by Bach, with 
t h e addi tion of t h e narrator, 
says Kee. It has been a combina
tion of th e cantata and t h e op
eretta, leaning more toward the 
cantata. The modern church mu
sical format was p ioneered by 
John W. Peterson, and has not 
changed much until now. Th e 
true musical theater form of 

writers s uch as Richard Rodgers 
a nd Oscar H a mme rs t ei n has 
been exclus ive ly secula r theater . 

But now there begins a move 
toward cre ating that t y pe of 
work for the church, with Chris
tian themes . 

In today's churches, ministers 
of mus ic and choir directors a r e 
looking for so me thing with a 
fresh look, Lemonis says. Minis
ter of mus ic at First Church, Old 
Hickory, Lemonis a lso believes it 
is time for Christian music writ
ers to break new ground, us ing 
something lively for the church 
family. Kee, Lemonis , and others 
in their area of expertise see the 
need and demand for Chris tian 
music to incorporate this idea. It 
is an innovative outreach tool. 

The three co-laborer s explain 
the concept this way. The style 
is the Broadway mus ical , the 
themes are biblical, and th e 
whole program is simple to pro
duce. For example, scene 
changes are few or none. The 
songs are not difficult to sing, 
small groups can handle them, 
and One Bethlehem Night can be 
done with as few a s 12 people. 
Dialog can be varied. 

They agree that dinner the
ater for church is "unique, there 
is nothing else like it out there." 
Brentwood Publishing has more 
on the way. In fact, Kee pro
duced one for children several 
months ago, Once Upon a Time. 
The theme is forgiveness, value 
of time, and the t h e beauty of 
life. More information is avail
able at- www.brentwood-ben
son music.com. 

Jeff Atwood, who works for 
a n area health care system, 
wrote the script for One Bethle
hem Night. H e and Kee are 
members of ClearView Baptist 
Church, Franklin. The musical 
was created by Kee, Atwood, and 
Lemonis. They hope many oth
ers will follow. • 

Youth to gather 
at CarsonSprings 
For Baptist and Reflector 

BRE NTWO O D - J u n tor 
and sem or h igh youth wi ll at
tend a week of Mus ic and Dra
ma Camp this summer at Car
sonS prings Bapt ist. Conference 
Center in N ewpor t. The confer
ence will be held July 17-22. 

Progr a m pe rson a li ties for 
this year's camp are: 

Ridley Ba rron , Fores t Hills 
Baptist Church, Nashvi lle, camp 
pastor; Kevin Shrum, Inglewood 
Baptist Church, Nashville, Bible 
study/devotiona l leader; 

Re:Creations , dram a confer
ences leader; M a r s h a ll F or 
rester, Ca r s on-N ewma n Col
lege, band direc t or ; Ri ch a rd 
Dickerson, Woodmon t Ba ptis t 
Church, Nash ville, junior high 
choir lea d er ; C l a rk So rre ls, 
Firs t Baptis t Church , As h e
ville, N.C ., senior hig h choi r 
leader; Matt PI unk, Liberty 
Grove Baptis t Church , Jackson, 
camp director; and Tina 
Collins, First Baptist Church, 
Jacksboro, co-director. 

The registration fee is $130 
per person and includes music, 
meals, lodging, and T-shirt. 

Registration is on Monday, 
July 17, from 12:30-3 p.m. De
parture is scheduled immedi
ately following breakfas t on 
Saturday morning. Vis itors a re 
welcome t o a ttend the Friday 
concert at 7 p .m . 

For more information , call 
the TBC Church S ta ff Leader
ship Group at 1-800-558-2090, 
ext. 7908. • 

te Campers on Mission hold spring ministry project, rally 
'tist and Reflector 

~NTWOOD- About 40 Campers 
;sion, Tennessee Chapter, gath

ry, first v ice president; Joe Little, 
Sweetwater, second vice president; 
Glynda Tate, Parsons, secretary/trea
surer; Irene Guest, Old Hickory, assis-

tan t secretary/treasurer; Jimmy 
Carter, Frankl in, chaplain; Mike 
Partin, Brighton, west coordinator; 
Floyd "Doc" Choate, Springfield, middle 

coordinator; Jo e l O ' Bri e n a nd B o b 
Woods ide, Hixson, east coordina tors; 
and Travis Tanner, Par sons, s tate work 
coordinator. • 

t the Tennessee Baptist 
en's Horne here for the 
1 Spring Ministry Project 
tlly recently. 
1pers on Mission renovat
ages and other buildings. 
•lunteers also interacted 
he staff. houseparents 
lildren at the home and 
:harden of Murfreesboro 
"'d that interaction, espe

with the children 
ht a great deal of admira
>r the great work being 
vith our children across 
lte," she reported. 
:he rally the following of· 
were elected - Ralph 

f Parsons, president: Hu
.. onny" Guest. Old Hicko-

PAINTING in a kitchen at the Tennessee Baptist Children'sflome, 
Brentwood, were. from left. Flo Woodside, Htxson; Faye Risner, 
Etheridge; Bob Woodstde. H1xson; and Unda Wynn, Woodlawn. 

; 

OFFICERS of Campers on Mission, Tennessee Chapter, Glynda 
Tate. secretary/treasurer, of Parsons; and Ralph Tate, president, of 
Parsons; stand with Beverly Smothers, center, of the Tennessee 
Baptist Convention staff. 

Jue 2t 2000 I MR 
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Franklin church finds home in loco/ mall 
By Kim Burke 
For Baptist and Reflector 

FRANKLIN - As the music 
floats through the common s 
area of The Fac~ory, Franklin's 
trendy specialty store mall, 
people begin to stroll in to 
J amison Hall and take a seat. 

No, they're not at a restau
rant or stor e in the mall. 
Rather, they are going to 
church - CrossRoads Commu
nity Church. 

CrossRoads is one of a grow
ing list of contemporary "seek-

. er churches" with Baptist ori
gins and without tradition al 
worship styles. The term 
"seeker churches" refers to con
gregations whose worship ser
vices are tar geted for non-be

PASTOR DAN FRANCIS leads a service at CrossRoads Communi
ty Church in Franklin. The church is located in Franklin's trendy 
specialty store mall, The Factory. 

' 

' 

lievers as welt as for those who church. We're here to offer the 
prefer a contemporary, inclu- unchurche d a nd the over
sive approach to worship. churched a safe place to hear" a 

Although originally planned 'dangerous' m essage." 
by Brentwood Baptist Church, - Growing up in northern 
Brentwood, Clear View Baptist · Kentucky, Francis himself :was 
Church, Franklin, First Bap- unchurched until h is conver
tist Church, Franklin, a nd sion to Christ at age 18. Be
First Baptist Church, Nash- comi_n g a Christian changed 
ville (which a lso gave financial his focu s and his life. Follow
support), CrossRoads' location~ ing graduation from Northern 
furnishings, music, and pre- Kentu cky University, he pur
sentation are intentionally dif- sued three post-graduate de
ferent from the churches which grees at Southern Seminary in 
helped give it life. Louisville, Ky. After complet-

"Th at means we're doing ing theology's highest degrees, 
our job th e way we should." Francis and his family came to 
says Dan Francis, pastor of Tennessee to p astor Nash
CrossRoads. "It's not a slam ville's First Baptist Church, 
but this isn't your daddy's _ one of the state's most promi-

nent and traditional Baptist 
· churches. 

The idea for CrossRoads 
was born in this traditional 
setting. During his second year 

_at First Baptist, Francis visit 
ed Willow Creek Community 
Church located outside Chica
go, Ill_., a seeker congregation 

·with more than 10,000 persons 
in attendance each Sunday. 
The experience changed the 
way Francis thought a b ou t 
church and inspired him to 
start a contemporary, seeker
sensitive service at First Bap
tist called The Gathering for 
persons who shared an interest 
in doing church a different 
way. _ 

Retreat for the Low Vision and Blind 
July 14-16 

CarsonSprings Baptist Conference Center, Newport 
4 p.m. Friday -lunch, Sunday· 

Focus - Be Doers of the Word Not Hearers Only 

Speaker - Jim Wilson, executive director - Appalachian Outreach 
campus minister, Carson-Newman College 

Optional Ministry Proiect - Appalachian Outreach 

"This is a special invitation for any blind or limited visio~ person, of any age, and his 
or her family and friends to spend a weekend of fun, fellowship, and worship in the 
beautiful cool Smokies. A ·person \Yith limited vision generally means a change in 
lifestyle. The r_etreat is designed to encourage people with vision problems to be active 
in their families, churches, and communities. So if a weekend in the Smokies in hot Ju
ly sounds like fun -for a very low cost, make your reservations now. You just might 
learn something new. Don't miss out!" - Sharon Bragg, program chairman, Tennessee 
Baptist Fellowship for the Blind 

Cost of $55 per person includes two nights and six meals. Payable at retreat. Transportation 

available from Knoxville and Nashville areas ($1 0 round trip). 

For more information a~d reservations -

>- Sharon Bragg, (615) 367-1182, Nashville area and West Tennes~ee 
>- James Brittle, (865) 457-6457, Knoxville area and East Tennessee 

>- Beverly Smothers, T ennesse~ Baptist Convention, 1-800-558-2090, (615) 371 -2044 

>- Charles Couey, (615) 400-?207, Consultant on Ministry With the Blind 

~==============================================~ 

The contemporary music 
and visually-oriented worship 
style of The Gathering has 
been continued at CrossRoads. 
Music is both secular and con
temporary Christian. Worship
pers can follow a simple mes
sage outline included in their 
worsh:i,p folders. and view mes
sage points on a large projec
tion screen. The morning mes
sage ~ay also inclade video 
clips from well-known secular 
movies or dramatic interpreta
tion. 

"We take a theme based on 
a ·life need and develop a pre
sentation using video, drama, 
music, and teaching to answer 
the question surrounding that 
life nee~," explain~ Francis. 
''It is what I call '3-dimensional 
worship.' 

"Our target audience is both 
the under- or -over-churched 
Baby Boomers and Baby 
Busters." 

CrossRoads, w?ich ~egan in 
1996 when Francis left Firs t 
Church, Nashville, to begin the 
exclu s ive ly seeker-oriented 
c~urch, celebrated its first ser
vice in The Factory's Jamison 
Hall on April 16. Prior to com
ing. to The Factory, the congre
gation of approximately 250 
people met at Maryland Farms 
Athletic Club (now Maryland 
Farms YMCA) and then in the 

activities building of TE 
see Baptist Children's I 
while searching for a he 
its ow11. Mter looking at 
options, CrossRoads choE 
Factory . 

CrossRoads Churct 
continue to m eet in Ja: 
H a ll for the next six t< 
months while renovatio1 
bein g made to The Fac 
Building 8. While findint 
cility for the congregatic 
not been easy, Francis bE 
members now embrace 
the non-traditional st 
worship and the .,.+ .. n+ft 

hind it. 
"We are not different 

just to b e diffe.rent 
says Francis. "W.e're 
because with 700-800 

• 
es in the-. area, we 
anoth er typical ch 
needed a church uni 
cused." • 

M:~:::urers •• 
TOLL FREE [!; 

1·8()().446.7400 -
FAX: 804-822·2210 

P.O. BOX 2250 • Danville, 

Life Way 
Christian Resources 

The Pastor-Staff Leadershi_p Departm'ent of 'Lif~Way Christi 
sources i~ see15ing to identify three (3) individuals interested 
time consultant positions. They will be working Within the Chu 

' sources Division, provi~ing training gnd consultation to their 
tive target groups, which include: 

Worship Specialist 
Pastoral Skills Specialist 

Deacon Ministry Specialist 
Smaller Church Consultant 

Consultants will be involved in ~onducting the research and d 
ment of training materials. They will work in cooperation wit 
churches, associations, state conventions, and conference cen 
organize and pi~n training and skills development seminars. G 
tants will present and lead seminars and events to assist the n 
tive pastor groups as they seek to enhance their skills and eft 
ness in their individual areas of ministry. 

WE NEED: 
.!Seminary degree 
.17 + years experience as a Southern Baptist pastor 
.IExp~rience as a conference leader 
.!Strong leadership skills 
'.!.Strong organizational and interpersonal s kills 
·.!Strong verbal and written skills 
.I Ability to travel 50-60 nights per year 

% 

WE OFFER: 
.!Excellent benefits and compel)sation 
.!Opportunity to grow professionally and spiritually as you con 
to the effectiven~ss of the 40,000+ Southern Baptist churches 

• • 
IF INTERESTED, please reply to: 
LifeWay Christian Resources 
Human R~sources Department 
127 Ninth Avenue North 
Nashville, TN 37234-0121 
Fax: (615) 251-5017 
HRDept@ lifeway.com LifeWa)' 



L. Abington, 
of Pleasant Plains Bap

Jnl=-•- Jackson, is retir
month. He has served 
in Missouri and Ten-

for more than 50 years. 
been a trustee of Bel
niversity, Nashville, 

nnessee Baptist Adult 
Friends are invited to 

a celebration of his min
Sunday, June 25, at 2 
Coburn Dining Room 

n University, Jackson. 

eff Moody was ordained 
LiOspel ministry by Park
aptist Church, Pinson~ 
e 4. He has been called 
or of Emmanuel Baptist 
, Blytheville, Ark .. 

• Mark Lee, youth pastor 
at East Rogersville Baptist 
Church, Rogersville, was or
dained to the Gospel ministry 
on May 20. 

• Lyndel Littleton has 
resigned as minister of music 
at Central Baptist Church, 
Martin, to become minister of 
music at First Baptist Church, 
Joelton. 

• James Lynn King has 
been called as pastor of Hill
crest Baptist Church, Dyers
burg, effective June 25. 

• Mountain View Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has 
called Sherrel Nave as pas
tor. 

• Unaka Avenue Baptist 
Church, Johnson City, has 
called Mike Tyson as pastor. 
He is a former pastor of Elo-

'.:HES IN eastern Hawkins County, in Holston Valley Baptist 
t tion, challenged community churches to join for a major cru
mphasis recently. The event, held May ?-7, was under the 
hip of Benny Keck, pastor of Oak Grove Baptist Church, Mt. 
. Leadership from various churches was involved in the cru
rhich featured Craig Miller, an evangelist from Springdale, 
~e 1,000-seat tent was near capacity Friday and Saturday 
lnd was overflowing on Sunday night. The tent crusade was 
rrowth of the recent Jesus Video Project held in the area. 

CLASSIFIED 

EN'S PASTOR: Bellevue Baptist Church is a fast growing con
ry congregation averaging 1,000 in attendance in three Sunday 
Sdtvices. We seek a full-time, experienced, energetic, and vi-

person with strong leadership, creativity, innovation, and the 
o recruit and motivate a growing volunteer team. Contact Dr. 
~ulls, Bellevue Baptist Church, 519 West Byers, Owensboro, KY 
fax (270) 685-5134, web page www.bellnet.org. 

* * * 

)CHOOL ADMINISTRATOR: Calvary Christian High School is 
for an administrator with a passion for discipling students. Visit 

alya!)'ChdstjanHjgh.org for info. Send resumes to Dr. Max Gess-
1 Cleveland St., Clearwater, FL 33755. 

* * * 
:PARENTS: Immediate need for full-time relief houseparents at 
tnessee Baptist Children's Home in Chattanooga and Cleveland. 
I couples only. Call Bill Dockery or Bob Segrest at (423) 892-

* * * 

~TARY: Be part of a vibrant atmosphere at First Baptist Church, 
rt. Credentials: one who enjoys being with people and a mastery 
•r Word Perfect or Microsoft Word. Must also be able to keep in
on in confidence. 40 hours per week. Salary negotiable. Send 
t to P.O. Box 36, Newport, TN 37822 or fax (423) 623-4346. 

* * * 

fER OF EDUCATION: Silverdale Baptist Church is one of the 
·growing churches in Tennessee. We are accepting resumes for 
me minister of education who understands Sunday School, disci
'· and has a heart for outreach. Please send resume to Search 
ittee, 7236 Bonny Oaks Dr., Chattanooga, TN 37421 . 

* • * 
fER OF MUSIC/EDUCATION: Beverly Hills Baptist Church has 
nmg for a full-time minister of music and education. Beverly Hills 
•mmunity-minded church located in the city of Memphis. Please 
esumes to Luke Stribling. Chairman. Staff Search Committee, 

•t ;urtiS St., MemphiS, TN 38118. 
* • * 

H MINISTER: Lake View Baptist Church in Fairview Heights, Ill., 
<mg a youth mimster w1th Bapt1st background. Send resumes to 
l Committee, 320 Drake Rd .. Fairvtew Hetghts. IL 62208. 

KINGSTON PIKE BAPTIST CHURCH, Lenoir City, celebra ted Pas
tor Appreciation Day on May 7 by presenting Pastor Ronny Jones 
with a new truck, followed by dinner on the grounds. Jones has 
served the church for 10 years. 

him Baptist Church, Knoxville. 

• Gaither Townsend bas 
been called as bivocational 
pastor of Oak Glen Baptist 
Church, Fall Branch. 

• John Kuhne was or
dained to the Gospel ministry 
recently at Calvary Baptist 
Church, Erwin. 

• Don Peek recently re
tired from the pastorate of . 
New Lebanon Baptist Church, 

Greeneville. 

• Jackie H. Miller recent
ly was ordained into the Gospel 
ministry at Towering Oaks 
Baptist Church, Greeneville. 

• Falcon Baptist Church, 
Selmer, has called Blake Car-

• 
roll as minister of youth. 

• Central Baptist Church, 
J obnson City, has called 
Daniel S. McKenzie as youth 
minister. 

SWANNSYLVANIA BAPTIST-CHURCH, Dandridge, recently dedi
cated the church's Family Life Center. Construction began in July 
1999 and was completed last December. The new facility is a 60 x 
140 foot multi-purpose building which houses a kitchen/serving 
area, recreation/auditorium area, and educational space. Pictured, 
from left, are Kenny Cooper, president, Tennessee Baptist Adult 
Homes, who delivered the dedication sermon; Tommy Taylor, chair
man of the Together We Build Committee; Don Lane, chairman of 
the Building Committee, and Pastor Mike Hensley. In addition to 
Cooper's message, Michael Brooks, director of missions. East Ten
nessee Baptist Association, also spoke. The church sanctuary choir 
and dramatic interpretive movement team were also a part of the 
special service. 

c.fatuN!p;.~~(y ~9~ 20001 at 11:00 a.n1. 

'"' 'ewporr. ,9'en/l&llee 

• 

• An 11-member youth 
group, along with three adult 
leaders, two crew chiefs, and a 
supervisor from Deerfield 
Baptist Church, Lawrence
burg, will t ravel July 1-8 to 
Hattiesburg, Miss., to work on 
houses with World Changers. 

• Recent reviva l services at 
Bible Union Baptist 
Church, Martin, resulted in 
12 professions of faith and sev
eral other decisions. The re
vival was led by Floyd ''Lam
mie" Lammersfeld. 

• First Baptist Church, 
Camden, recently hosted a 
dedication service for Union 
University's missionary resi
dence in Carroll-Benton 
Baptist Association. The 
new home, which was donated 
by Polly Glover recently, was 
the r ealization of a 10-year 
dream in the association, ac
cording to Director of Missions 
George Hill. Remod eling the 
home has cost a bout $13,000, 
of which $8,005 was given by 
Firs t Baptist Church, Bruce
ton, which also will continue to 
give $100 monthly for utilities. 
Many in the association have 
labored, donated money, fur
nishings, and much time and 
prayer to see the horne become 
a reality, according to Hill. 

WILLIAM H. JARRET, right, 
pastor of St. Mark Bapt1st 
Church, Henmng, recently be
came the first graduate of the 
R. G. Lee Centers program at 
Union Umverslty, Jackson 
Through SBC Semmary Exten
Sion and the R. G. Lee Centers 
in cooperation with Tennessee 
Baptist assoc1at1ons and Umon, 
Jarret received hts assoc1ate of 
divimty degree from Umon Pres· 
ident Dav1d S. Dockery m May. 
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Tennessee ministers appointee/ as 1MB missionaries 
For Baptist and Reflector 

RICHMOND - A Tennessee 
· Baptist pastor from Kingsport 

a nd a missions in tern from 
Memphis are among the 45 ·new 
missionaries appointed by the 
I nternational Mission Bo'a rd 
May 21 in Norfolk, Va. 

Tom and Ba rbara Brannon 
Su~ter were appointed to serve in 
Vienna, Austria. Suiter will serve 
as pastor of the International 
Baptist Church in Vienna. He 
will lead the church to become a 
base for developing other church
es among the English-speaking 
people there. Mrs. Suiter will be 
involved in evangelism through 
the church and her home. 

Since 1985, Suiter has served 
as pastor of Indian Springs Bap-· 
tist Church, Kingsport. Both he 
and his wife consider Nashville 
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steeples, chairs, tables, 
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folding doors, 
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their hometown. They cite H~r
mitage Hills .Baptist Church, 
Hermitage, as being influent ial 
to their Christian growth. 

Suiter was born at the naval 
hospital in Miami, Fla., to Lucile 
Boykin of Joelton and the late 
Marvin Suiter. Mrs. Suiter is the 
daughter of Margaret Keyt of 
Rockvale and t h e late Ralph 
Brannon. Suiter is a graduate of 
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M.CONARD S. CONARD 

Belmont University, Nashville , 
and New Orleans Baptist Theo
logical Seminary. The couple has 
four grown children. 

Mark and Stacey Sutherland 
Conard will serve in Rundu, 
Namibi~, in Southern Africa. 
They will work to develop 
church es 'through evan gelism 
and disciplesh_ip. 

Conard is a ·missions intern 

Groups - Call Keller's Country 
Dorm Resort, Eureka Springs, Ark, 

- for excellent seats at The Great 
Passion Play, plus lodging, recre
ation, and meals . Air for just $36 
each. Details: 1-800-859-8952. 
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at Kirby Woods Baptist Church 
in Memphis. 

A native of White Pine, he is 
the son of JiQlmy and Linda 
Conard of Newport. He considers 
Newport his hometown. Conard 
is a graduate of East Tennessee 
State University, ·Johnso_n City, 
and Mid-America Baptist Theo
logical Semimary, Germantown. 

Mrs. Conard was born in 
Kingsport and is the daughter of 
Mark and Linda Sutherland of 
Abingdon, Va.; which she consid-
ers her hometown. · 

Th e Conards have two 
preschool children, Stephanie 
Grace and Katie Elizabeth. 
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Both couples will go for ( 
tation at Rockville, Va., 
this summer before going t 
mission field. • 
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1A!~~+ 
c~ tJie, Oooee; ~w. 

· Cherokee Raftin 
1-800-451-7238 

P.O. Box 111, Ocoee, 
Weekdays & Sunday~ 

Group Rates - $20 per per 

CARPENTER 
BUS SALES·, INC. 

Since 1953 

20' to 33' Models, 15 to 3~ passengers 

• LifeWay discount 

• ' 12 tQ 4·7 -adult capacity 

• 15 passenger vans 

• We buy used_. buses 

• Over 40 buses in stock 

• "No""CDL" buses and Raised Roof Vc 

(800) ~70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

www.carpenterbus.com 

Check our web site for new and used invent 

328 Soutbgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37 



k Lesson 

od's good 
·eation 

Focal Passages: Genesis 1:3, 11-12, 
14-15, 20-22, 24-25, 29-31 

men were look1 ng over the Grand Canyon. 
the great depth of that world-famous land

one of them said, "This is the hand of God. 
nazed." The other man looked over the edge 
•it. He said, "That's the first time I ever spit a 
It seems we all have different ways oflooking 

l's creation. This week's lesson looks at cre
md asks the question, 'What kind of world 

,- Heavenly Father create?" 
1:) created an orderly universe (vv. 3, 14-
.. ncsis 1 is one of the most profound chapters 
Bible. While the secular mind may view the 
ing of the universe as some kind of chaotic 
ence, the Bible tells us that God spoke it into 
ce. God's sovereign intelligence also de
the universe with a sense of order that even 
st skeptical scientific mind has to acknowl

As a result, our universe operates in accor
with certain laws and predictable tendencies. 

recision shows that a Supreme Creator de
l our world, not some accident of random 

~ created an abundant world (vv. 11-12, 

1 24-25). This passage is filled with words 
lustrate God's creative power and his lavish 
-on for his creatures. God created a world 
'lS the ability to flourish in every way. The 

,tion is designed to bear both fruit and seed
c• pt v,'ide food for animal life and seed to in
hat the plant life itself'will a lways exist. 
20 and 21 uses the term teem to describe the 
mt life that exists underwater. It is God's 

~ t. be generous in all that he does and that 
~rc tinly evident when we look at his bounti
ld. 

t1 designed a sustaining creation (vv. 29-
ur generous Creator has made ample provi
r our physical needs within his creation. His 

is filled with checks and balances as well as 
nrds designed to maintain the delicate bal

imong all life forms. As the crowning jewels of 
)n, human beings have been given dominion 
1e nnimnl and plant worlds. 
t he last 100 years we have made technological 
1ces that mnke the earth even more produc
l"he question we need to ask ourselves is not 
then• be enough resources to sustain the 

1s population?" but "Will we manage our God-
resources faithfully?" The food and energy 

1gcs thnt the world faces today are the result 
nan sin and mismanagement, not God's abun
"'roVt8ton. 
1d created a good world (v. 31). A continual 
' running throughout Genesis 1 is God's affir
n of th~ goodness of creation. He made the 
to be enjoyed and as a reflection of his love 

ower. Many religions see the world as evil and 
to scpnratc themselves from it through some 
lf mystical enlightenment. Other religions try 
ify the earth -worship trees. animals, even 
toon and star~. Instead of fearmg the earth or 
1iping it., thl' Bible tells us to worship the One 
~·1vc us the e.1rth to t:'njoy. Like the two gentle

l the Grund "'nnyon, we e:1ch have the option 
ing how \\e interpret the world around us. 

teve.rs, \\ e nero to s~e the wot·ld as a wonder
Lfi from a loving Sovereign who ts worthy of 
orshap and prni~c. - Holt IS pastor First Bapt1st 
:h SurgoinSVIlle. 

.. 

Rejoicing in Christ 
By Dan Milliken 

Focal Passage: Philippians 4:4-18 
B'ack in 1998 a song which repeated over 20 times the 

single phrase .. Don't Worry, Be Happy .. won three Gram
my awards! The Apostle Paul didn't win any grammy 
awards, but he lived out the words of this tune over nine
teen hundred years earl ier. Despite being imprisoned un
fairly, Paul was not merely happy, but filled with joy. 
Why? I've heard it stated that "happiness depends on your 
circumstances, but joy depends on Jesus." Paul was joyful 
and content because he was looking at Jesus and not his 
circumstances. In this lesson, Paul denotes four attitudes 
that should be exemplary of the Christian. 

Joy (vv. 4-5). Paul had learned from experience that 
rejoicing in Jesus will put a song in the heart and a bounce 
in the step, even in the midst of personal turmoil. The 
word "rejoice" is like a command, reminding us that it can 
be, and should be done. However, it is not something we 
can find, create, or achieve. It comes "in the Lord," that is, 
the fruit of having a right relationship with him. "Always" 
has the same meamng as "rejoice everyone." It means we 
are to exemplify this kind of attitude all the times. 

Family Bible Lesson 

Easy? Certainly not. Only as we walk in harmony with 
God, and with others (v. 5), can we truly rejoice. 

In verse 5, Paul calls on us to "let our forebearing spirit 
be known to all men." A forebearing spirit is patient and 
gentle with people (even if they don't deserve it). As we 
walk in the joy with the Lord, impatience is replaced by 
patience, anger is replaced by kindness, and self-centered
ness is replaced by humility and concern for others. 

Peace (vv. 6 -9). l?aul says "do not be anxious about 
anything." Here Paul identifies a common problem among 
Christians: worry. The word means "to be pulled in two di
rections, to have our energies divided." Worry paralyzes 
the worrier. It diverts our attention away from the Lord 
and places it on ourselves and our circumstances. Worry 
can overwhelm us. Thus Paul says, "Don't do it!" Instead, 

Paul tell::; u::- to "worn· -
about nothmg, pray 
about everything" (v. 6). 
These instruction~. if fol
lowed, \\'ill lead us lo the 
stil l waters of inner 

Bible study .. 
fior ]unt' 25 

peace (\ 7) Thus, two choi<:'es confront u::o. Our lwnrt. c n 
be tom apart by our anxiety. or our "hcnrt..; can be guurd
ed" by the "peace of God which pa~ses all nnderslnnding." 
IL is a quality of peace that cannot be humunly U<'hic,•cd or 
described. Peare also comes from keepin~ our minds on 
the Lord, and on pleasant virtues (v. 8). The proph •l Isa
iah stated in 26:3, "Thou shall keep him in perfect pen<:'£'. 
whose mind is on Thee." .. 

Contentment (vv. 10-13). Content means ''sufficient 
for one's self, independent of external circum~tanccti." Paul 
had learned the secret of being content m every ~itunllon 
(v. 12). He was able to accept the things that he couldn't 
change. Paul was God-sufficient. Whether .. abased or 
abounding" (v. 12), he could face anything, because tn 
every situation he had Christ. Did Paul write anything 
more challenging for our ''want it all, never get enough 
generation?" Verse 13 is perhaps the most precious verse 
in the letter. Paul did not end the sentence, "I can do all 
things." It was only "through C hris t who gave him 
strength.'\ Paul found what eludes many - contentment. 
He was more concerned with what he had (Christ ), than 
what he didn't have. The secret of contentment is s uffi
ciency in Chtist. 

Generosity (vv. 14-18). Paul was more con cerned 
about raising generous givers than he was interested in 
raising generous gifts. This is what he meant when he 
wrote, ''Not because I desire a gift; but I desire fruit that 
may abound to your account." Their generosity made him 
glad, not for his sake, but for theirs. 

By giving to him, the Philippians enriched their own 
lives. Thus their gifts blessed him, the Philippians, and 
God (v. 18). Their gift was pleasing to God not because of 
the value or the effort put forth, but because of their mo
tive. 

In spite of economic shortage and difficult times, Paul 
encouraged the church to be givers, and they were, from 
the heart. When God has our hearts, generosity, content
ment, peace, and joy will be the resulting qualities in our 
lives. - Milliken is pastor of Hickory Hills Baptist Church, Mt. 
Juliet. 

Assuranceforthesaved 
By Ray Fullilove 

Focal Passages: 
Revelation 7:2-4, 9·11 
With anticipation and re

lieved apprehension, we con
tinue to read and study the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Explore the Bible Lesson 

phy at the hand of God and 
the cry of the anguish in the 
world because of the wrath of 
God (vv . 12-17). 

More than anything, these become en
couraging words for us in this section 
of study of Christ's call to the faithful. 
It simply says that in the worse of 
conditio~. we can still have the best 
in Jesus. 

In particular, we focus our atten
tion on the assurance of the saved. 
One fact is sure, aren't we glad that 
when everything is dark we can sing 
in his light, ''Blessed assurance, Jesus 
is mine!" To be sure, as we "walk in 
the light as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, ... and 
know beyond any doubt that "the 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from 
all sin" (I John 1:7). We may walk 
through the storms, but we ha,Te a 
song in our heart. 

There is assurance for the saved! 
The world will continue to let us 
down, but Jesus will never let us fall. 
Let us, first. remember that we are in 
the hand of God (Revelation 6: 1-17) 
Indeed. there will be peace m the-val
lev for vou and for me. . . 

Our supreme conqueror opens the 

seals of retribution. He says to the 
world that he who rides the waves 
with his power will be known by his 
way of wrath. He, who was worthy to 
open the book now opens the seals of 
reality of the judgment to come, but 
reveals the assurance for the saved. 

There will be the first seal showing 
the atmosphere of rank anomosity in 
the world. Whether classified as "a 
cold war" or hot pursuit, the impact of 
devastation will be known (vv. 1-2). 

The second seal of condemning 
principles and policies from the world 
will become an indictment of fear 
upon everyone who disobeys rega rd
less of who they are, where they a re. 
or what they believe (vv. 3-4). 

The third seal will be the pre.-.sure 
of privation in the world . The rich · ... ·ill 
get richer and live, and the poor will 
starve and die (vv. 5-6). 

The fourth and fifth seals will be 
)otbe plight of plague::. and re-enforced 

persecution of the righteous ( \'V. 7 -11). 
The sixth ::.eal reveals the fear of 

aU the world at the time of cata tro-

Second, remember we a re 
secure in the grace of God 
(Revelati on 7:1-17 ). The 
wrath of God will come. A 

holy God will vent his anger upon a 
world which has defied his presence, 
despised his Word , and denied hi s 
Son. The response of God is a lways 
love, but the reaction of God can be 
anger. But through it all, we, who are 
in Christ, remain secure. Our security 
will become our praise to our God of 
grace and glory. 

All of this will be real because we 
will know, beyond any que~tion that 
Jesus cares (vv. 1-3). We will have no 
doubt that Jesus has continuous com
'passion for us (vv. 4-12). We can be 
assured that in the provisions sup
plied to us. we will be given a wonder
ful distinction (\'. 14), n blessed digni
ty (v. 15), a glorious destiny (v. 15), 
and his eternal pre ence (v. 17). There 
will be little wonder the saints of God 
cannot but say and sing, "Amen, 
blessing, and gloryp and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honor, und power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever"' (v 12, - Fulhlo ·e is pastor, 
Poplar Avenue Bapt1st Church, Mem
phiS 
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Views of the SBC annual meeting 

·JERRY TIDWELL, left, president of the Tennessee Baptist Convention 
and pastor, West Jackson Baptist Church, Jackson; visits with Chuck 
Frazier, pastor, First Baptist Church, Jackson; and Beth Frazier, his wife. 

HERB HOLLINGER, left, congratulations Will Hall, newly elected vice president 
for convention news, during a June 12 rece.ption recognizing Hollinger's retire
ment. Also pictured is Hall's wife, Catherine. Hollinger is a member of First Bap
tist Church, Franklin, and Hall is a member of College Heights Baptist Church, 
Gallatin. 

PARTICIPATING 
IN the meeting ' 
from Sneedville 
were Wade Hol
brook, pastor, First 
Baptist Church 
there, and his wife, 
Veronica. 

TENNESSEANS who served as sac pages were, from left, Connie Cooper, 
Acteen, First Baptist Church, Dickson; Nathan Barrett, Royal Ambassador Chal
lenger, Brainerd Hills Baptist Church, Chattanooga; and Kelly Benefield, RA 
Challenger, Brainerd Hills Church. Cooper is a National and Tennessee 
Acteens Panelist; Barrett is president, Tennessee RA Congress; and Benefield 
is vice president, Tennessee RA Congress. 

THE VEST family it 
eluding, from left, Mit 
ah, Vicki, Bill, and W 
Vest attended the co1 
vention meeting. Bill 
pastor, Wildwood Ba1 
tist Church, Athens. 

WEST TENNESSEANS rest on a bench between sessions. They are, from len 
ry Summers, pastor, First Baptist Church, Sharon; Shirley Summers, his wife 
Margaret and James Smith, pastor, Central Baptist Church, Selmer. 
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KNOXVILLIAN · 
Judy and Waym 
Hubbs attended 
Wayne is pastor o 

1 

Gillespie Avenu~ 
Baptist Churcl , 
there. 

ATTENDING the Woman 's Missionary Union annual meeting were, from left, 
Ethel Stooksbury, Wallace Memorial Baptist Church, Knoxville; Patricia 
Shoopman Hutson, Sarasota, Fla. , a former member of Wallace Memorial 
Church; and Gayle Leininger, missionary for literacy missions based in 
Gatlinburg, who spoke during the meeting. 
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