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N E S S E E I s 

ew Disaster Relief unit esta fished 

By Marcia Knox & Lonnie Wilkey 
For Baptist and Reflector 
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BRENTWOOD -A new Dis
aster Relief unit, the first of its 
type, h as been established for 
service and delivery, according 
to Tim Bearden, Disaster Relief 
director for the Tennessee Bap
tist Convention. 

He noted the purpose of the 
unit is to provide food delivery 
to the TBC state feeding unit ~-.-_;;;_;.....:;._...:-:;.._ ___ _ _ _ 
and associational feeding units , TIM ELDREp loads food dona ted by Ten 
equipment delivery, and· vehi- nessee Baptist Children's Homes on a trailer to 
cle maintenance apd equip- be shipped to Copper Basin Baptist Associa
ment service. tion. Eldred, pastor of Fellowship Baptist 

Fellowship Baptist Church, Church, Mt. Juliet, directs Tennessee Baptist 
Mt. Juliet, unde r the leader- Disaster Relief's new selvice/de/ivery unit. 

ship of Pastor Tim Eldred, has 
worth of food last fall to prepare for 
potential Y2K problems. 

PASTOR DONNY MARTIN, right, of Grace Bap
tist Church, Hartsville, hands a box of food to 
Steve York, a member of Tulip Grove Baptis t 
Church, Old Hickory, to be delivered to Copper 
Basin Association. The church donated 900 box
es of surplus Y2K food. 

• • es JOin 
....... _, 

formed a partnership with the men's min
istry of Tulip Grove Baptist Church, Old 
Hickory, and Gladeville Ba ptist Church, 

""'- Gladeville, to operate the unit and to car
ry out v-arious projects. The churches are 
located in three counties - Davids on , 
Wilson, and Rutherford - and three as
sociations -· Nashville, Wilson County, 

"We wanted to be in a position to 
minister to the community," said Don
ny Martin, pastor of the non-Southern 
Baptist congregation. He noted that if 
the worst Y2K scenarios occurred they 
would have been able to help their 
community and if it didn't , "we'd still 
minister." 

otist and Reflector 

NTWOOD - The Bap
Reflector staff is hap
welcome two new 

es to the B&R "family 
JCribers." 
•walla Baptis t Church , 
lila, and Firs t Baptist 
' h, Donelson, r 'ecently 
n names of subscribers 
the Church Leadership 

Under this plan, church-
send the paper to its 

ip at a reduced s ub
rate of $8.50 per sub

on. A one-year individ
lbs,•ri' ption is $10. 
other congregation, First 
st Church , LaVergne, 
ined the B&R's Church 

Plan. 
C. LaVergne, will print 
\ urch newsletter once a 

. Churches have the op
of printing weekly. 

hly , or twice-monthly 
letters under this plnn. 

l' nre excited that 
·he are continuing to see 
dvantages of providing 

Sopt1st and Reflector to 
· membership," said Edi

nmo Wilkey. 

and Concord. 
First delivery 

The service/delivery unit made its first 
run last week when its 42-foot freezer and 
refrigeration t r ailer made its rounds to 
pick up 1,000 boxes of unused Y2K food 
and other canned goods to take to Copper 
Basin Baptist Association in Ducktown. 

The association serves more than 550 
families a month through the Copper 
Basin Crisis Center. 

The bulk of the food was provided by 
Grace Baptist Church in Hartsville, which 
had gathered approximate ly $50 ,000 

The church did so by contr ibuting 
much of the food (300 boxes) t o the 
Tennessee Baptist Children's H omes 
campus in Brentwood and t o th e effort 
to provide food in Copper B asin (600 
boxes) . The church retained som e of 
the food boxes, which contained staple 
items such as canned vegetables a nd 
meats, rice, noodles, crackers, and oth
er items, for local minis try, Martin 
said. 
-See Tennesseans, page 4 

... 
PEOPLE PREPARE to unload more than 
1,000 boxes of food donated to the Copper 
Basin Crisis Center. 

No paper next week; next issue is July J 2 

Remember why we celebrate the Fourth of July 
.. 

By Lonnie Wilkey, editor 
Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - N ext week Americans will 
celebrate the Fourth of July. 

Hopefully. amid a ll the picnics and fireworks, 
Americans will r emember why \\'e celebra te the 
Fourth of July. 

We can celebrate the Four th because our ances-
tors fought for liberty and for freedom from gov
ernment oppression. 

As time moves on . I fear many Americans take )-
for granted the freedom we have. 

Christians need to be wary, however. We live 
in an age where slowly, put sure I}' , Christianity 
is commg under fire. It truly seems that every
one b as ctvil liberties these days except Chris
tians. A r ecent case in point is the Supreme 
Court dee1sion last week that deems student-led 
prayers at high school football games as uncon
s titutional (see story on page 10). 

Vl e have to be constantly on guar d. This 
Fourth of July, be sure to thank God for allowing 
us to live in a country where we can freely wor
ship him and ask for his continued protection of 
that freedom. 

>r more mformnt.ion about 
cnpho~ plan~ , call us ie 

rd at (615) Sil-2003. • 

As Chnstlans we need to e"pecia1Jy be grateful for the free-
dom we h a.\'e to worshtp in America. There are still countries 
in our world today where religious freedom does not exist. 

\Ve wi,:,h our readers a safe holiday season. Due to our pro
duction schedule, the Baptist and Reflector wiJl not be printed 
next week. The next it:!.:-Ue will be dated July 12. • 
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Agency says Falwell interview 
may tltreateri SBC taX status 
Compiled for Baptist & Reflector 

WASHINGTON The 
Southern Baptist. Convention's 
tax-exempt s~atus could be jeop
ardized if its Ethics and Reli
gious Liber.ty Commission airs 
a radio interview with Jerry 
Falwell taped June 12, accord
ing to a church-state watchdog 
group. 

Americans United for Separa
tion of Church and State Execu
tive Director Barry Lynn said 
Falwell's comments made during 
a taping for the ERLC's nation
wide "For Faith and Family" ra
dio program were partisan. He 
said Falwell is attempting to 
help defeat Vice President Al 
Gore in the November presiden
tial election. 

In a June 14 letter to ERLC 
President Richard Land, Lynn 
urged Land not to air the inter
view because ~'many listeners of 
the SBC-produced program 
would certainly conclude that 
his partisan agenda has the offi
cial endorsement of the South
ern Baptist Convention." 

According to an article by the 
SBC's Baptist Press, Falwell 
said more than once during the 
interview that his comments on 
the presidential election were 
personal and not those of the 
ERLC. 

Lynn wrote the letter· after 
reading an ABP account of the 
interview ·conducted by Land in 
the SBC exhibit hall. 

"The American people, I 

Glazerre 
k~o:w 
'W'a!k 

think, sense something ·right 
now - that we are about to lose 
America," Falwell said. ''Ronald 
Reagan would not .have been 
president unless Bible-believing 
Christians in 1979 and 1980 by 
the ·millions said, 'We've ·had 
enough,' and threw Jimmy 
Carter out and put Ronald Rea
gan in, to put it_ bluntly." 

"If we don't do the same thing 
Nov. 7 with Mr. Gore;" Falwell 
said, ""and get somebody in there 
to rebuild the moral values 'and 
fabric of this nation, we're goin_g 
to be in the same mess or worse 
than we were in 1980." 

In a copy of the letter ob~ed 
by ABP, Lynn to1d Land: "I can 
understand that Falwell may 
have been more partisan in his 
interview than you had ex:J)ected. 
If his comments had been broad
cast live, the commission and the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
would probably not be held legal
ly responsible for his opposition to 
the Gore candidacy." 

"However," Lynn continued 
"since the program was taped for 
later broadcast, airing it now -
knowing of its partisan content 
- could put the SBC's tax-ex
·empt status in jeopardy. Accord
ingly, I am writing today to 
strongly urge you to refrain from 
airing this interview." 

In a June 21 Baptist Press ar
ticle, Land called Lynn's letter a 
"threat" and said it will have no 
effect. 

"This is an attempt to threat
en us and to engage in prior re-

straint of our speech," Lana told 
Baptist Press. "We are not going 
to impose censorship on our 
guests, particularly not as a re
sult of such threats." 

w 

In his letter to Lynn released 
June 21, Land said the program's 
editing process ''will in no way be 
influenced by what I believe any 
fair-minded person 'Yould per
ceive to be your heavy handed at
tempt to intimidate our ministry 
and our freedom of speech."· 

Land explained the interview 
taping, conducted in the 
agency's booth in the exhibit hall 
of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion's June 13-14 annual meet
ing, ran for more than 40 min
utes. He said the interview, 
which is tentatively scheduled 
for an early July airing, would 
be trimmed to approximately 18 
minutes iii the program's "stan
dard and customary editing 
process." Land said as a matter 
of course he "would not air any
thing taped that would jeopar
dize the ERLC's tax status." 

"Dr. Falwell's program will be 
edited according to our normal 
editing standards as every other 
program,." Land said. "Barry 
Lynn's letter will have absolute
ly no impact whatsoever in our 
editing of Jerry Falwell's com
ments." 

In his letter, Lynn l:irged 
· Land' "to r~frain from airing this 
interview," noting that its "parti .. 
san content" might place "the 
SBC's tax-exempt status in jeop
ardy." He said that "federal tax. 

law prohibits any 50l(c)(3) 
exempt group from endorsin 
opposing candidates for P'l 
office," claiming that during 
interview Falwell "outlin 
plan to help defeat Vice ~ 
dent Al Gore in the Nove 
presidential election." 

Land said that in his 
he has never endorsed a 
date and never will, adding 
"For Faith & Family," the 
radio program hosted by 
on more than 200 radio 
nationwide, is dedicated 
cussing the issues of the 
advancing the cause of any 
ical candidate. 

''We have said on nuJrneli 
occasions· that Christians 
not be endorsing 
instead should be lOO,k.ln 

candidates that endorse 
values and c<mvictions 
liefs," Land said. 

"Americans have a 
make this November. 
need to register to vote, 
valved in the political 
and pray about their votJj!l 

·believers, our all 
longs to God, not to any 
or candidate." • ' - This 
was compiled from an 
ed Baptist Press story wnrr• 

Kenny Byrd and a Baptist 
story written by Dwayne 
ing~. 

Charles Stanley -should step 
· down as pastor: Chuck 

Associated Baptist Press tioned Dr. Stanley in a 
where his personal pain 

WASHINGTON- Southern .validated his ability to min~ 
Baptists who have oppos_ed no- to all of us." 
fault divorce laws and criticized . "Stanley's decision places 
President Bill Clinton for his fellow 'Baptists in a difficult 
moral lapses should. not remain sitiop," Colson asserted, 
silent on the divorce of Charles - that in 1998 the SBC 
Staaley, Chuck Colson said in a resolution calling on 
nationwide radio broadcast revoke "no fault" divorce 
June 13. "Yet now a former orE!BJd.en~ 

Colson, a Southern B_aptist, the convention is using 
is founder of Prison F ellowship. very same laws to secure a 

Stanley, pastor of First Bap- vorce without consequences. 
· tist Church, Atlanta, and a for- "If Charles Stanley can 
mer Southern Baptist Conven- this, fhen how can South~ 
tion president, announced May Baptists presume to speak ·. . . . 
21 that he and his wife, Anna, . their neighbors about man 
had divorced. Stanley also is a fidelity?" Colson asked. 
popular telev!sion minister Colson expressed 
through his "In Touch" broad- admiration for Sta"A"'"' 
casts. -~ minister, calling him 

Five' years ag'o, during a le- and faithful servant." 
gal separation, Stanley told his Colson noted that 
congregation if the conflict standards for pastors 
tu:rned to divorce he would step high and rightly so. 
down as pastor. But when the "Given the already 
divorce was announced, Stanley. vorce rate among Haptli811 
indicated he planned to remain last thing we need to do 
as pasto-r of the Atlanta church. one of our own leaders a p8 

A church spokesman ex- no matter how much we Ill 
pl~ined that "G?d has posi- respect him." • 



· IJGgtist Church, Martin 

:hildren in VBS learn that pennies count 
;t and Reflector 

- For a number 
U.S. Treasury has 

shortage of pennies 
many people hoard-

that many Ameri
toss their pennies 

banks and cookie 
er than carry them 
pockets and purses. 

emphasis 'Diving for Pennies,' 
" Bush said. "Our best offering 
ever during VBS bad been 
about $ 150, so we thought 
20,000 pen:Qies or $200 was a 
pretty challenging figure," he 
said . 
. The response was more 
than anyone anticipated. By 
the second day the children 
had already brought in more 
than 20,000 pennies, and it 
was then the children became 
really excited, Bush noted. 

[2 (ln <., 

t5~~/. O?: 
GSMO receives 
first estate gift 

, 249 children and 
who participated in 
Bible School at First 

,.,burch, here, helped 
share of pennies back 
lation. 
g their VBS, held 
the children respond
allenge placed before 

J{en Bush, minister of 
and administration. 

raged them to bring 
st 20,000 pennies as 
ring for missions and 
inistries supported 
the Cooperative Pro
uthern Baptists' uni

lg plan. 
e our VBS this year r 'Ocean Odyssey' 
ve called our offering 

"Each day we took the offer
ing during our worship rally 
and the children who served as 
ushers really bad a. hard time 
carrying the sand buckets we 
used to take the offerings. 

'When we dumped the vari
ous sand buckets into a single 
bucket, the children would 
cheer to see how much they 
had brought in that day." 

During the VBS commence
ment service participants 
learned they had coll ected 
52,400 pennies or $524. That 
represented more than 300 
pounds of pennies. 

During the service Bush 
informed the congrega~ion 

CHILDREN ATTENDING VBS at First Baptist Church, Martin, col
lected this wagon-load of pennies for their offering to the Coopera
tive Program. They brought in 52,400 pennies, weighing more than 
300 pounds. 

the offering would be sent to 
the Southern Baptist Conven
tion in memory of T ommy 
Frey, a 38-year-old faithful 
member who died earlier this 
year. 

Frey's parents , Tom and 
Thelda Frey, bad brought a 
cookie jar full ' of pennies their 

• 
son . had been collecting before 
his death, to add to the offer
ing earlier in the week. 

"Tommy loved this church, 
particularly the children, and 
this thoughtful gift by his par
ents just put an exclamation 
point to that love," Bush ob
served. • 

rksville FBC dedicates Good Samaritan Ministries 
temporar ily provided in a rented office 
suite, while awaiting construction of a new 
building. 

1st and Reflector 

~KSVILLE - An open bouse and 
i? dedication was held at Good .. 

n Mlnistries on May 28. 
Samaritan Ministries is 'a mission 

. ~a.nt11gt Church here. 
.. d in 1982 in a white-sided bouse 

by FBC, Good Samaritan Min
·~o"ides medical and dental ser
those who are not able to obtain 

fny other way. 

The facility now includes four medical 
exam rooms, four dental treatment rooms, 
a nurses' station, lab, and physician fulfill
ment center . 

cians, nurses, dentists, assistants, 
'lnicians, counselors, and office 

all volunteer their time, talents, 
lls. Patients are seen by appoint
ly and at no charge. 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CLARKS
VILLE, recently dedicated ·this home used 
for Good Samaritan Ministries. 

During the open house guests were 
treated to cookies and punch served by Co
ordinator Peggy Huddleston and other vol
unteers. The dedication service was held 
in the parking lot of the new building by 
William Prine, director of Good Samaritan 
Ministries, and Roger Freeman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church. 

Prayers of appreciation were delivered 
and the story of the Good Samaritan, as 
written in Luke 10 was told, according to 
Michele Rippy, assistant coordinator of the ' beginning 18 years ago, the min

s assisted more than 8,400 pa
of whom receive their prima-

ry care from the center. 
After extensive damage sustained dur

ing a January 1999 tornado, services were ministry. • 

BA volunteers offer VBS 1 American-style1 in Africa 
•tist and Reflector 

}ERSVILLE - Twelve 
ut very blessed, mission 
.·ers recently r eturned 
rom southern Africa , 

•hn Parrott, director of 
ns for Hols ton Valley 

Baptist Association. 
Parrott led the team in late 

April to Botswana, Africa. 
They had been invited by mis
sionaries there to join them in 
their annual strategy meeting. 
Missionaries at the meeting 
came from Botswana, Zimbab

rEAII from Holston Valley Baptist Association 
'ly returned from Botswanna. A frica. where 
rovided VBS ·American-style.· 

we , and 
s 0 u t h 
Africa . The 
volunteer s 
presented 
special 
items and 
gi ft s from 
the church
es in the as
sociation to 
the mission
anes and 
families. 

The mission volunteers also 
provided an "American-style" 
Vacation Bible School using 
the "Ocean Odyssey" theme for 
the children of the missionar
ies and an in-depth Bible study 
for the teenagers. 

The team was involved in 
Bible study, worship, and fel
lowship each evening with the 
missionary families, Parrott 
reported. 

He noted they also bad am
ple opportunities to witness 
and share the love of Christ 
with the nationals as well. 

"I was reminded once again 
of how God provides when we 
are willing to join him in mis
sions," Parrott observed.'y 

He noted that annual strat
egy meetmg originally was to 

""'-

take place in Gweru, Zimbab
we, but due to increased vio
lence it was determined to be 
unsafe. 

Four days before the team 
was to leave, they learned the 
meeting was changed to Fran
cistown, Botswana, P arr ott 
said, noting that meant a 
change in itinerary and flight 
schedules. Though it r evolved 
around Easter weekend, every
one was able to re-adust sched
ules and arrive safely, he said. 

Team members included 
Parrott and hts wife, Kathie; 
Robbie Jenkins, Delores John
son, Jeanne Hughes, Della 
Sand1dge, Sarah Tapp, Ashley 
Chinery, L10da Chi nery, 
Mindy Huddleston, Judy Free, 
and Nma Love. • 

For Baptist and Reflector 

BRENTWOOD - The Gold
en State Mission Offering has 
r eceived a gift of $20,117.32 
from the estate of Id a Lee 
Dashney ofUnion City. 

Under the terms of her will 
the gift was made payable to 
the Executiv~ Board of the Ten
nessee Baptist Convention with 
instructions that it be given to 
the GSMO. 

The gift is believed to be the 
first estate gift left directly to 
the GSMO, said Carrol Kelly, 
executive director of Tennessee 
Woman's Missionary Union. 

Tra ditionally, individuals 
have left funds _.......-::::: 
for missions of
ferings such as 
the GSMO but 
have channeled 
the gi fts 
through the lo
cal church, she 
observed. 

KELLY "It was a de
lightful sur
prise to receive 
word of this gift. Though I nev
er had the opportunity to meet 
Mrs. Dashney, I am impressed 
with her missions commitment 
and lifestyle. She has modeled 
for us what it means to invest 
in the future." • 

Newport church 

honors widows 
For Baptist and Reflector 

NEWPORT - Wilsonville 
Baptist Church here once again 
honored its widows and widow
ers on the second Sunday in 
June. 

A dinner was held in thei r 
honor on Saturday night. Each 
person was presented a "book" 
with their life story, according 
to Pastor Adam Sanders. 

The next day J. Harold 
Smith, 90 years old and a wid
ower , preached the "Widows 
Day" message. There was one 
profess ion of faith and three 
rededications during the ser
vtce. 

The evening message was 
delivered by F.M . Blevins, 87 
years old, who recently cele
brated hts third weddmg an
niversary with his second wife, 
Kitty. 

.. Our widows and widower::; 
encourage and support our 
church and one another," 
Sanders said. 

.. They are self-sufficient, 
work, and do a wonderful min
istry in the church and commu
nity," the pastor noted. • 
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More help 
In a recent letter from David 

Myers, DOM in Hamilton Coun
ty, shared some helpful informa
tion about a wellness retreat 
this summer sponsored by the 
.MTM Foundation at Carson
Newman College for ministers 
who have experienced a forced 
termination. 

Another ministry available 
for hurting ministers · is the 
Wounded Heroes ministry 
founded by E~angelist Freddi-e 
Gage and now operated by Life
Way Christian Resources. Con
ferences are scheduled through
out the year where licen sed 
counselors help church leaders 
begin a healing process through 
small group interaction as well 
as individua l counseling ses
sions. This is a vital ministry ·as 
a recent study by Leadership 
Magazine found that 23 percent 
of all active ministers have expe
rienced forced termination at 
least once in their ministry. As 
many as one-third never re-en
ter the ministry and are lost for 
the cause of Christ. Those who 
do r e-enter the ministry find 
that it usually takes from 18 
months to four years. 

A Wounded Heroes conference 
helped me to move from bitter
ness to forgiveness and return to 
the ministry within 12 months 
following a devastating forced 
terminat i on. Attending the 
Wounded Heroes conference has
tened the process of returning to 
the ministry for me and perhaps 
even kept me from becoming a 
ministerial casualty. 

More information about this 
vital ministry can be obtained by 
calling the LifeCare office at 
(615) 251-2173. 

Nathan W .. Livingston, pastor 
Meadow View Baptist Church 

Knoxville 37920 

Unpardonable sin? 
As a minister I was saddened 

to h ear a bout the divorce of 

Charles Stanley and Anna Stan
ley. Divorce always affects many 
more than the two divorcees. I 
hope Southern Baptists will see 
this as an eye opener. It goes to 
show that it takes two to make a 
marriage work b1,1t only one to 
break it. 

Southern Baptists have held 
a high ideal when it comes to 
marriage as part of their at
tempt to preserve the family. 
Unfortunately, we do not live in 
an· ideal world. Many ministers 
preach a stern and often unmer
ciful sermon concerning divorce, 
but when they or one of their 
children go through a divorce 
they often change their theologi
cal tune. 

In many Baptist churches 
there is only one thing that can 
keep one from serving in a 
church office, and that is di 
vorce. This stems from a misun
derstanding of I Timothy 3:2 & 
12, "the husband of one wife." _ 

I t seems that it would be 
more permissible to have a mur
derer, liar, rapist, or homosexual 
for a deacon or pastor because 
they can be "forgiven" and after 
a time of proving they can occu
PY these offices. However, a di
vorced person is forever ba n 
ished from some of the hard line 
churches even if that person did 
all they could within their power 
to keep their marriage together. 
Circumstances do matter in re
gards to this issue. 

I have heard many begin to 
make justification for Rev. Stan
ley. The fact is that if they would 
read their Bible, they will see 
that the_ Bible does permit di
vorce for two reasons ·and they 
are never penalized for obtain
ing a divorce on the grounds 
stipulated by Scripture. 

I wil-l continue to s upport 
Charles Stanley. I just hope oth
er minister~ will wake up. What 
has happened to R-ev. Stanley is 
not the unpardonable sin. 

Randall J. Runions 
Lawrenceburg 38464 

Let the Spirit lead 
II Corinthians 3:17 says, 

''Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty." 

After the diligent work, the 
many prayers, the probing into 
history, the intellectual- discus
sions, the theological rhetoric, 
hearing many different opinions, 
and after the vote of the panel to 
revise our Southern Baptist 
statement 'of faith, I must ask. 
this questien. W~o are we 
(Southern Baptists) to try to dic
tate and control the }-Ioly Spirit's 
bidding in the· lives of our sisters 
and brothers in Christ? 

Erline Buchyett 
Nashville 37211 

Wake-up call 
I was glad to hear that homo

sexual d-emonstrators at the 
SBC in Orlando were few and 
somewhat restrained. Southern 
Baptists are known for their un
wavering faith and steadfast be
liefs outlined in S~ripture. In 
light of this, should they be the 
only ones concerned about this 
perverse lifestyle? . 

Homosexual and lesbian 
lifestyles contradict everything 
good about God ~nd his purpose 
for mankind. When a man or 
woman changes his natural being 
into something it is not, that im
age is disguised from God. Masks, 
human mutilation, and perverted 
lovemaking will never attain the 
perfection that God requires ofhis · 
childr~. Is it any wonder why 
our children are so confused and 
out of control today? 

Profound love and mercy and 
kindness found in many Baptist 
communities can help sinners 
find true identity as childreR of 
God. If Baptists will show uncon
ditional love, then the many faces 
of evil c~m be stripped aw.ay, all 
because they care. Sin· must be 
eradicated; not the sinner. 

We are ripe for a wake-up call 

Tennesseans team up to deliver food to Copper Basin ••• 
- Continued from page 1 

TBCH donated their 300 box
es along with other canned · 
goods to Copper Basin, when 
TBCH staff member Linda 
George discovered the needs in 
Copper Basin . 

Fellowship Baptist too~ the 
tractor-trailer to' TBCH and . 
loaded up the food there. It was 
taken back to their church 
where 23 volunteers packaged 
the additional food boxes. Bobby 
McCreary of Fellowship served 
as the team lea der for the 
church's drivers. 

Continuing the partnership, 
Tulip Grove Baptist Church, led 

by Steve York, took the trailer to 
Hartsville to collect the addition
al 600 boxes from Grace Baptist 
Church. The boxes were stored 
in a warehouse which had of
fered the space at no cost to the 
congregation. 

Fellowship Church took over 
once again the next day and took 
the food to Ducktown, where · 
Copper Basin Association is lo
cated. The trailer contained 
1, 000 boxes of food, amounting 
to 36,000 pounds. The shipment 
included some food donated by 
Concord Baptist Association, 
headquartered in Murfreesboro. 
The association has a partner-

. 
MEMBERS OF Fellowship Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet, box food to be 
shipped to Copper Basin Baptist Association. · 

111!J~ (~e-r-vice, dri
~toj~cit!_s:· are needed 

ship with_Copper.Basin . 
Copper Basin Baptist Associ

ation ministers to a tri-state 
area with a wide-spread unem
ployment rate, said Director of 
Missions AI Patterson, who ac
cepted the shipment of food. · 

The unemployment rate con
tinues to increase in the area be
cause of a series of layoffs from 
the copper mining plant and tlle 
sewing plants. 

When the food boxes arrived 

and were stored in the center's 
basement, Patterson said, "God 
just put it altogether for the peo
ple in Copper Basin Association. 
God does the extraordinary." 

Currently, Fellowship and 
Tulip Grove churches are raising 
resources to purchase a 
service/delivery unit tract
or/trailer. 

The Tennessee Baptist Foun
dation is providing a matching 
grant to purchase the unit. • 

America. Homosexuality 
so much a war against 
a war against the birth 
children. As Isaiah so 
stated, "All we like Sh1aeli 

gone astray; we have 
every one to his own 
the Lord hath laid on him 
iquity of us all" (Isaiah 
KJV). When we do n 
nothing becomes a mc1ns1teJ 
cannot be tamed or """'a"'' 
No one is born a hmno~lemJ 
lesbian, they are born as 
dren. The lack of love and 
tual guidance changes their.'l 
'age into something no one 
to talk about. Maybe we 
changed ourselves into 
thing God does not r~>l"n ~i 

ter all, complacency is JUS1t4 
other demon. Must this 
tion pass away before 
veals his promised land to 

\ 
William C. 

Pikeville 

Standard is the 
According to some, I liClva 

"impersonating" a Southern 
tis~ all my life (I just uun1111 

Evidently, some ;:,oJutner 
tists were taught or have 
believe that .:'soul cmnp1et 
"autonomy of the local 
"priesthood of the oetLeve1r;' 
take precedence over 
dard and parameter by 
was taught to judge the 
whether something was 
mate. That standard is the 

My Southern Baptist 
taught me that God will 
lead you to disobey his 
obey his will. I do b 
the God, the J esus, and 
Spirit of the Bible are who'[ll 

· are to follow. If I felt a proU!ilt 
ing or des ire was o£ 
Spirit but I found that it 
in accord witM the Ward, 
my "soul competency," 
congregatio~ has the 
over-ride God's Word. 
among those who believe 
the Bible does not allow 
woman to pastor a church 
serve as a deacon in a t.;Uu, ..... 

When I was growing 
Memphis, about the only 
ences between our Q"''th1at 

Baptist churches was size IUJII!.II 

cation. But my children 
to school with classmates """"~ 
few other Southern B 
churches whose pastors Drel~ 
the opposite view of what I 
to on major issues and conceq 
of our day. We have a need 
tighten up and revise some 
Baptist basics because of a 
sity that has taken a good 
too far. Just because we u, .... , 

"Baptist freedoms" does 
mean that we cannot set 
as to what is expected of 
who are a part of a 111:'11-V ''" 

group of like-faith churches. 
My church is not conltrolli 

the Southern Baptist Cor1v811 
or the Tennessee Baptist 
tion, but in choosing to 
with them, they have a 
a responsibility to impose 
tions upon their members 
far we can go in differing · 

Bobbie Mullins, 
Cherokee Baptist 

Memphis 
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From Belmont University 

Student athletes minister in Portugal 
n a while we have the 

to participate in a 
ging event, but rarely 

the chance to re
Tennessee Baptists 

By Betty Wiseman Franklin; J essica Matson , 
For "The Macedonian Call" First United Methodist 

'le just . 
mce m 
~001. 

have 
vi ted 

Rio de 
, Bra-

SHARP 

'artici
anoth
ltane
vival, 

6-14, 2001. Over 1,000 
1ary volunteers are 

A total of 11 Belmont Uni
versity student athletes with 
myself as team coordinator, 
worked May 15-24 doing 
Sports Evangelism in Portu
gal , which was the first time 
Sports Evangelism bad been· 
attempted in the country. 

Before we arrived the IMB 
missionaries bad no clue what 
Sports Evangelism was or how 
it worked. It didn't take long 
for the missionaries to see this 
type of evangelism value. After 
one day of ministry they were 
sold on tbis new kind evange
lism. 

to preach, sing, a nd 
eir faith. Please add 

our prayer list. Included on the team were: 
year, Tennessee Bap- Omari Booker , Ray of Hope 

11 also be involved in Community Church, Nashville; 
American Mission Natalie Brown, First Baptist 

Strategic Focus City of Church of Portland; Wes Burt
•as. "Loving Las Vegas" ner, Jonathan Fulks, and B.J. 
arne given to the min- Proffitt, all of Brentwood Bap· 
ojcct and the goal is tist Church, Brentwood; and 

d: Chasity Can:tpbell, Salem 
~-r·rr "\Strate God's love Springs Baptist Church, Elk-

T b 
. h mont, Alabama. 

egas y presentmg t e ""'- Oth J d K . . ers were are arnes, 
of Jesus to every md1- F ' t B t. t Ch h f u s a p IS urc o 

Church, Hendersonville; Can
dice Mitchell, First Baptist 
Church of Sparta; Brandon 
Owen, Mount Carmel Baptist 
Church, Cross Plains; and 
Leah Primm, Long Hollow 
Baptist Church, Henderson
ville. 

It was exciting to see the 
project unfold in the Mem 
Martins area. Our first morn
ing of ministry was spent in a 
local school classroom, a reli 
gion and ethics class, where 
around 25 students attended. 
The students were studying 
the Scriptures, taught by Por
tuguese Baptist Convention 
missionary, Gabriela Lucena. 

We shar ed in the class, 
which led to giving our testi
monies. We learned later in 
the week that several new stu
dents requested permission to 
attend the class following our 
visit. 

The afternoon was spent on 
a small concrete outdoor court 
sandwiched between tall 
apartment complexes in a local 
community. The "build it and 

PLAYING a pick-up game of basketball in a community are Jared 
Karnes, second from left, and Omari Booker, second from right, of 
Belmont with residents. 

they will come" theory worked 
for us. We had no itinerary 
and no sched uled activity 
planned, just "bounce the balls 
and they will. come." Kids came 
out of nowhere. They were cu
rious, apprehensive, b~t eager 
to get their hands on those 
basketballs. God gave us an 
awesome demonstration of His 
control as we spontaneously 
gave a clin ic, and shared 
Christ with around 75 kids. 

A little girl standing in a 
doorway nearby the court in
trigued me. I used lots of 
s miles and my limited Por
tuguese to get her to come near 
me. Deborah and I became 
friends and she was 4 year s 
old. Before the afternoon end
ed, Deborah 's 17-year-old 
cousin , Kate, joined us at the 
court. Kate spoke some English 
and I told her why we were 
- See Student, page 6 

ple new believers in 
rct.es. Nashville church sends 29 to Rio to build, serve 

art new congregations 
:velop healthy church-

iduals, youth and stu
roups are needed. I'm 
, that God will call you 
icipate in one or both of 
vonderful m1ssion op
ities for 2001. 

In Christ, 

• • • rve tra1n1ng 
• • 
~1tutes rema1n 

August 5 
September 9 
October 7 

November4 
December 2 

teld at Baptist Center, 
Brentwood 

· more information, contact 
Sharp, TBC Partner

VOlunteer Missions Team 
r at 1-800-558-2090 or 
l 371-7935 or e-mail 
.>Otnbapti st. org. 

For ''The Macedonian Call" 

A 29-member team from 
Woodmont Baptist Church, 
Nashville, worked May 12-21, 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, con
structing a chapel, doing Back
yard Bible Clubs, street evan
gelism, school visits, and an 
eye clinic. 

After six months of plan
ning and preparing for a 
church-wide mission project to 

construct a chapel in the Cinco 
Marias community just north 
of Rio de Janeiro, the depar
ture date finally arrived. 

"We were on our way, and 
little did we know what won
derful opportunities God had 
in store for us," said Myrna 
Deere, Woodmont Church 
team member. 

"All of the Woodmont volun
teers· would respond to the var
ious mission needs. Not only 

FINISHING the interior of the church are Toni and Steve Phillips, in 
background painting with rollers. and Wayne Reams and Carl John
son m the foreground 

did some members work in 
construction, but most of the 
volunteers rotated by working 
in other ministry areas." 

Under the supervision of 
Chris Ponds, a North Carolina 
contractor, the chapel was be
gun and many that had never 
handled a hammer, a paint
brush , or blocks worked bard 
and contributed to finishing 
the building in one week. 

J .L. (Pete) Ford , retired 
president-treasurer of Ten
nessee Baptist Adult Homes 
and a skilled woodworker, was 
the leader along with his 
helper Arliss Roaden in build
ing pews, pulpit, and altar 
table for the chapel. Wayne 
Reams and Carl Johnson were 
the electricians and installed 
lights and ceiling fans. Others 
who helped in the construction 
were: Pete Deere, Amy O'Dell, 
Betty Wayman, Jeff Castleber
ry, Al Herzog, and Alan 
Browning. 

Construction on the chapel 
began Monday, May 15, with 
the foundation already laid, 
and it was finished Friday, 
May 19, The chapel seats 

around 200 people and m ea
sures 22 ft. wide and 44 ft. 
long. 

Jon Roebuck , pastor at 
Woodmont Church, preached a 
sermon Sunday, May 14, at the 
mother church, J ardim Mar
avilha. Roebuck also worked 
each day o~ construction of the 
Cinco Marias chapel. On Fri
day evening he preached the 
inauguration sermon in the 
chapel. 

According to Deere, the 
most memorable experience 
the volunteers had was the 
Friday evening service. Hun
dreds of people packed the 
church and many stood out
side. Several persons made de
cisions for Christ that evening. 

Holly Hayes worked da1ly 
with Martha Haynie and Ebby 
Bennett, Dot Herzog, Janice 
Garrett , Laune G1bson , and 
Aron Felts, to execute a Back
yard Bible Club near the Cmco 
Marias mission in the netgb
borhood. 

They held a BYBC Monday 
to Friday for half a day, report,.. 
ed Hayes . 
- See Nashville, page 8 
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Student-athletes · minister 
- Qontinued from page 5 
there and shared the Gospel 
with h er. Kate asked Jesus -· 
into her heart that afternoon 
as basketballs were bouncing 
all around. 

The next day we took a 
train to downtown Lisbon 
wher e we prayerwalked the 
Lisbon area. On the train I 
asked a young woman who sa.t 
in front of me if she spo~e Eng
lish. She did and Anna was her 
name. Anna looked at the Por
tuguese tract which I had. She 
listened as I told her about J e
sus a nd His love for her and -
her 4-month-old son. 

Anna said, "I've thought 
there is another life after this. 
I just didn't know what or how 
to get there." I felt God's pres
ence so powerfully, that this 
was a divine appointment. I in
troduced Anna to Sharon Ford, 
IMB missionary, and gave 
Anna a New Testament and 
Ford's phone number. 

We saw the s i ghts and 
learned the history of why Por
tuguese-people are steeped so 
deep in ancient Catholicism 
when we prayerwalked. We 
walked and prayed for t h e 
country, the people, the gov-

Partnership . 
Prayer Requests 
June-July 
29 - Pray for a team of 50 

members from Inglewood 
Baptist Church, Nashville, 
who will do construction July 
7-15 on a new church in 
Menominee, Mich. Ask God 
to bless their efforts. 

30 - Pray for Calvary Baptist 
Church in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, as it 
opposes the building of a 
casino in its town. Ask God · 
to bless the church. 

July 1 - Pray for missionar
ies to Portugal Don and Rose 
McCain. The McCains are 
thankful for area pastors 
who are responding to -
church planting by cell 
groups and home Bible stud
Ies. 

2 - Pray for missionaries 
Eddy .and Brenda Hallock, 
Alton and Lauretta King, 
Ray and Sharon Fairchifd in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, who 
are helping with a new con
gregation at the Barra daTi
JUCa. 

3 - Pray for Beth and Ron · 
· Edwards, former pastor of 
Mapes Baptist Church, Van
derhoof, British Columbia, 
Canada. Mr. Edwards has 
Crohn's Syndrome. ' 

4 - Pray for a 12-member 
Disaster Rel~ef team from 
First Baptist Church, Jack
son, who is building homes 
for victims of Hurricane 
Mitch July 1-9 in Nicaragua. 

- See more requests on page 8 

• 1n Portugal ••• -
ernment, and for God t o open 
Portugu ese h earts to t he 
Gospel. We also prayed for oth
er volunteers to come and 
share the Gospel. 

Missionaries praise sports evangelism wo1 
For ;he Macedonian Call" tionships with Jesus. "There- and put on a couple 

oeption was fantastic a.s tb.e promptu clinics. 
students mobbed the players On Sunday team me 
for autographs and, sou- vis ited· sponsoring B 
venirs," said Steve Ford. churches as well as the 
"Many s.tudents and even . national Baptist Chu 
some teachers accepted 'eter - Lisbon where they shar· 
nity crosses,' necklaces with timonies and participa 
multi-colored beads depicting worship services. 

An afternoon had been 
planp.ed for youth from local 
Baptist churches on Saturday. 
The 175 people who attended 
ranged from six months old to 
older adul t's who came to 
watch and participate. Many 
who came were from· the clin
ics and schools where we had 
been during th e week. The 
missionaries and local pastors 
enjoyed playing with the 
team. 

Sunday m orning we split 
into three teams to go to three 
different churches. All mem
bers of our team reported shar
ing t estimonies, singing, and 
leading Bible study and wor-
ship. -

We spent two days at a cou
ple of schools, who opened 
their-doors to teach basketball, 
sh are testimonies, and hang 
out with the kids. The schools 
set aside each day a time when 
the entire school would come 
and watch an exhibition game 
between our players. 

The exhibition games took · 
place on outdoor courts in the 
middle of the day in the blaz
ing sun. Opportunities for 
s-haring testimonies before · 
large groups were plentiful. 
One-on-one witnessing took 
place throughout the day. IMB 
missionaries Steve and Tom
mie Smith joined our team to 
help with translation. 

Sports evangelism along 
with the help of 11 members 
of Nashville's Belmont Uni
versity bas ketb a ll t eam s 
opened inroads May 15-24 
for the Gospel in the Mem 
Martins. area in Portugal, ac
cording to IMB missionaries 
Steve and Sharon Ford. · 

The Belmont team, led by 
Betty Wiseman, taught bas
ketball skills and played exhi
bition games at._two different 
schools on Friday and· Mon
d~y. In both schools, the team 
was able to share personal 
testimonies and their rela-

the plan of salvation." "Basketball is a reh 
The players led a similar new sport in Portugal, b 

program Saturday afternoon growing quickly in poJ 
for Baptist youth and commu- ty," noted Steve Ford 
nity members, sponsored by Belmont players, six mf 
the Mem Martins and 'Rio de five women, were outst: 
Mouro Baptist - Chur_ches witnesses, making fri 
where about 100 attended the and opening the door f 
Saturday event. They also Gospel." •- Edited fror 
visited a local par~ in Tapada port by Steve and Slitaror:J 

Ana Paulo was t he gym 
caretaker, and sh e spent the 
day watching and hearing as 
students came and went. Near 
th e end of the day she asked 
for· a witnessing necklace with 
the colored beads. She spoke 
some English and I asked her 
if s h e knew what the colors 
meant. I took h er aside and 
used the necklace to share the 
Gospel. 

THE BELMONT team plays an exhibition game at Escola Basica Visconde de Juromenia 
• I 

When I asked if she wanted 
to receive J esu s, Paulo said 
that I had given her much to _ 
think about and that she 
couldn't make a decision at 
that time. Sharon Ford talked 
with Paulo and found out that 
she lived around. the corner 
from a Baptist Church. She 
toak Ford's phone number and 
I gave h er my Portuguese/ 
English New Testament. 

Steve and Sharon Ford 
shared with us that the 
schools' doors had never been 
open to the missionaries before 

.our visit. The Fords had tried 
to rent the school facilities for 
activities,. but were always 
turned down for church/com- -
munity activities. 

, 

Following our visits to the 
scho9ls both principals invited 
the Fords to return anytime. 

crowds watch. · 

The second school told Steve 
Ford that their facilities were 
available to the church and 
communtty free of charge any
time. · 

The 'Fords also shared that 
their recognition and accep
tance within tl}.e community 
had been nonexisteat and they 
were discouraged. 

While we were there the 
· Fords began getting friendly 
"hellos" iiJ. their community. 
One night when Steve Ford 
was in· a local grocery, someone 
yelled, "Hey pastor, where are 
your Americans?" 

God continues to "wow" me. 
He takes ordinary people, puts 
us in u:p.f~miliar places and 
does extraordinary things. He 
taught us so much on. this trip. 
The missionaries now know 
Sports Evangelism is a mighty 
tool for sharing Christ, and 
people are receptive to the 
Gospel in Portugal. • 

Team Leader Training plan 
For ''The Macedonian Call" 

Team Leader Training will 
be held July ·21-22 at the 
Baptist Center in Brentwood 
and will focus on content amd 
skills fqr volunteer mission 
team leaders. 

Spoasored by tl;le Partner
ship/Volunteer Missions 
team, this training prepares 
team leade.rs to effectively 
lead a team on-a volunteer 
short-term mission project. 

The training will begin 
Friday, July 21, at 9 a.m. and 
conclude Saturday, July 22 at 
5 p.m. The training will offer 
study in the fallowing 12 
modules: 
• ' The MAC Project 
~ What does it mean to be a 

Team Leader? 
• Your Mission 

• Building Your Team 
• Funding Your Missi( 

Project 
• Training Your Team 
• Getting there - Flig 

TravelArrangemeBti 
• Security 
• Planning Your Stfl 
• Preparing toRe~ 
• Debriefing 
• Putting It All Togell 

Call 1-800~558-20 
(615) 371-7927 to eJ 
Deadline to enroll is J 
and the training is limi 
30 people. • 



lemphis church sends · team to prayerwalk. in Portugal 
·he Macedonian Call" 

of eight prayer warriors on a 
th Broadmoor Baptist Church in 

spent March 11-18 with IMB 
aries Steve and Sharon Ford in 
rated prayer for the Northwest 
area of Portugal. 

rtugal is a beautiful country," 
ickie Wilder, Broadmoor Church 
er. "I think about the missionar
erc and it's such a huge project. 
arc so few missionaries. 
e might not see any of prayer

results until we get to heaven. 
missionaries need our prayers. 

is impossible with man, God can 

missionaries are doing a great 
ut they have to cross a language 
er and there are few Christian 

there." 
participating on the Broad

Church prayerwa lking team 
: Gene and Kathy Land, Becca 

D.C. Cobb, Robert Wilder, a ll 
Broadmoor Church; Danny Spur
nd Sarah Spurlock, both of Ellen
aptist Church, Ellendale. 

cording to the Fords, it was a dif
kind of missi'ons experience for 

because the Broadmoor team left 
no buildings built or conversions 

aed. "We are trusting in God that 
time was well spent and benefi

the advancement of God's king
mong the Portuguese," said Steve 

' hen the group arrived Saturday, 
:h 11, they spent the day recuper-

ess fo 
•) Childs 
fh'- Macedonian Call" -
rough the generosity of several 

rs who supplied the construction 
erials, the Tennessee Baptist Foun
Pn (TBF) sponsored its second mis
trip to Rio de Janeiro May 19-28 to 
truct a church. 
, total of 17 volunteers traveled to 
ae Janeiro for the purpose of build
a church for a small congregation of 
n the Sacred Heart Garden commu
, which was about an hour and a 
from downtown Rio de Janeiro. 
served as team leader; and the con

lction foreman was Carl Catoe, a 

ating from travel and getting acquaint
ed. Sunday morning Cobb preached 
and Sisk sang; she was accompanied by 
Danny Spurlock on guitar at Mem Mar
tins Baptist Church. 

"We started the prayerwalk atop the 
Moorish castle in Sintra, which afford
ed an excellent view of our r egion of the 
country," said Steve Ford . "W e could 
see downtown Lisbon in the distance, 
Mem Ma rtins/ Algueirao in the fore
ground, surrounded by Tapada, Sao 
Jose and other areas." 

"We prayed from atop the castle 
walls asking God to bring down the 
strongholds, to create in the Portuguese 
people a desire to know Him through 
His word, and to turn from the worship 
of saints and idols." 

The following day, Monday, the 
team drove to the Belem area to visit 
the Tower of Belem where Ferdinand 
Magellan and Vasco da Gama set sail 
over 500 years ago. There the team 
spent t ime in prayer for the nation, 
and its long, proud h istory and her
itage. 

'We journeyed up to the top of Sao 
Jorge's Castle to gaze down on the city 
of Lisbon, home to 850,000 people," 
said Steve Ford. ((Throughout the day 
we prayed not only for the teem.ing 
masses, but also for the individuals 
~th whom we crossed paths.'' 

On Tuesday the team visited the 
Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Queluz where they heard from semi
nary president, Manuel Alexandre Jr., 
IMB missionary Glenn Watson , and 
ISC missionaries Aias and Gecina de 

member of First Baptist Church of Fort 
Mill , South Carolina. Don Mauldin, 
TBC Church Growth Development 
Family Ministries specialist, and 
Shirley and Tommy Strong, retired 
managers of Linden Valley Baptist Con
ference Center, also served on the team. 

Other volunteers and their churches 
were: Leonard Ball, First Baptist 
Church of Kingsport; Byron Ball, Pres
byterian Church, Brentwood; Cameron 
Bare, Hickman Baptist Church, Hick
man; Carla Catoe, First Church of Fort 
Mill, SC; Elizabeth Childs , Judson 
Baptist Church, Nashville; Eugene 
Grammar, Laddie Hillis, Frank Orr, 
Roy Renfro, Jack Robinson Sr, David 

Souza, and lunched with 
the seminary students. 

The team traveled on 
Wednesday to the walled 
city of Obidos and the fish
ing village of Nazare. 1MB 
missionaries Don and Rose 
McCain joined the team on 
the trip and shared thei r 
work as church planters in 
the region north of Lisbon 
with the de Souzas accom
panying them. 

The team drove to the 
shrine to Mary in the city 
of Fatima. Fatima is the 
site where three shepherd 
children reportedly saw a 
series of visions of Mary in 
1917, and it has become a 
shrine attracting millions 
of people. 'We were sad
dened to see the people as 

THE TEAM from Memphis visits Cabo da Roca, Por
tugal, the most westernly point in continental Europe 
They are, from left, front row, Sharon Ford, mission
ary; Cathy Land, Becca Sisk, and Sarah Spurlock; 
back row, 0. C. Cobb; Robert and Vickie Wilder; 
Gene Land; and Danny Spurlock. 

they crawled on their knees, lit candles, 
and prayed to Mary for favors," added 
Steve Ford. 

"We rolled up our sleeves on Thurs
day to visit the neighborhoods where 
we hope to begin new work," said Ford. 
"We prayed specifically for homes and 
neighborhoods and th e people who 
lived in Mem Martins, Sao Jose, 
Algueirao and Tapada. 

"I was surprised by h ow often we 
ran into people for whom we had 
been praying especially individuals 
with whom we had contacts. We truly 
felt the Lord ·at work that day as we 
intervened. In the afternoon we en
joyed a joint prayer meeting with the 

n 
Tur ner, all of Forest Hill s Baptist 
Church, Nashville; and Donald 
Mitchell, First Baptist Church of Jef
ferson City. 

Upon arrival Saturday morning fol
lowing the Federal Police checkpoint, 
baggage claims, and customs, we were 
taken by bus to our hotel , the Hotel 
Charles. After checking into our rooms, 
we drove to the construction site where 
a concrete slab had been prepared. We 
stood in a circle on the slab, joined 
hands, and prayed. We asked for God's 
help, His protection, and His blessing 
on the church on the hill. 

On Sunday we went to a two-hour 
worship service at the mother church, 

First Baptist Church of Palm 
Gardens where Bruno Roa 
serves as pastor. It was the 
21st anniversary of their 
women's ministry (WMU) 
and a young woman from 
First Baptist Church of Rio 
de Janeiro brought the mes
sage. None of us could un
derstand a word she said. but 
it was evident God's s pirit 
was there. It was truly a 
worshipful experience none of 
us will ever forget. 

Mem Martins Church ." 
While the team prayed "on site," the 

Broodmoor Church's GAs back hom e 
joined in praying with them. The team 
had time on Friday for sightseeing, 
shopping, house cleaning, and debrief
ing. The team left Saturday at 5:20 
a.m. 

((We don't know what the results of 
this trip will be, and may not know this 
side of heaven, but the week made a 
lasting impression on me," added Ford. 
<'Hopefully the others as well as us 
learned that we need to spend more 
time in prayer and rely on God through 
faith." • - Complied from a report by 
Marcia Knox. 

where Mitchell preached . W e were 
tired but happy when we arrived at our 
hotel around 11 p.m. 

Monday morning we left the hotel 
early to begin working. We began each 
day with a devotional, translated for 
the nationals, followed with prayer and 
singing. We worked hard, long days, 
but the days were also satisfying as we 
saw the church begin to take shape. 

We ate breakfast and dinner at the 
hotel , but our lunch was prepared on 
site by three member s of the church . 
By 8:30 a.m. the smell of garlic hovered 
over the entire building. They were 
cooking black beans and rice. The food 
was great, but that was our lunch and 
dinner for a whole week. 

We had a "hotdog supper" Thursday 
for the community where we prepared 
and consumed 600 hotdogs. The Jesus 
movie was shown with about 300 peo
ple present. 

Friday we completed the building 
where a dedication servtce was held 
Friday evening. The church was full, 
and people looked in from outside the 
church. Two member s of our group, 
Turner and Bare, gave their testimony 
during the servtce telling how the week 
had blessed them. I preached the dedi
cation message. 

)RICING on Sacred Heart Garden Church. Rio de Janeiro. Brazil, are members of the team or
r~azed by the Tennessee Bapt1st Foundation. based at the Baptist Center. Brentwood. The 
lang was completed in just five days. 

After lunch at the Bon 
Monche food court, we had an 
outdoor service in the Sacred 
H eart Garden community 
filled with exciting music, 
preaching, and singing. We 
bad church again that night 

It was exciting and humbling to sit 
in the church which just four and a half 
days earher had been a ~lab and a 
dream. Only our Lord knows the full 
impact of 17 volunteers on a week-long 
mission trip. • 

• 
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Place Project ID 

Port:ugal Projects 
West Central PM12000106 

Three Key Cities· PM12000100 

Portugal PM12000103 

Work 

Bla<;k Gospel choir to tour-West 
·Central Portugal in preparation 

for church planting. 

Black Gospel choir to tour three 
key cities in Portugal in 

preparation for church planting. 

Video production person/te,am 
to produce promotional video . 

· to enlist prayer and volunteers. 

Northern Region PM12000102 Prayerwalk team for 
northern Portugal. 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Projects 
Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de Janeiro 

Rio de J aneirci 

Rio de Janeiro 

PM42000957 

PM42000945 

PM42000944 

PM42000942 

PM42000941 

PM42000943 

PM42000956 

PM42000920 

Canada Projects 
' -

Saskatoon, SK OONOR003 

Salmon Arm, BC OOALP001 
' 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Conduct medical clinics.' 

Conduct medical clinics. 

Choir/large ensemble to 
perform throughout city. 

Contemporary Christian band 
to perform in various locatio~s. 

Team to do five day revival 
with preaching and music. 

Conduct sports clinic and do 
leadership training for adults. 

, . 

Dates 

October 

open 

open 

. 
open 

open 

open 

open 

open 

open 

open 

open 

Oct. 10-15 

Aug. 26 - Sept. 2 

- Volunteers 
Needed 

.-

' . 

• 

·open 

open 

4 

6 or less 

20 

15 

15 

15 

15 

'15 

open 

open 

10-15 

4-10 

rennesst 
Project 

+Gleason

. Teams to bui 

new churchs 

BYBC. 

Contact: Jerr 

Esch, (901) 6 . 

0408. 

+Nashville

Home repair~ 

elderly and d 

abled residen 

Nashville. NE 

volunteers y 
round. Cent 

Paul Moris, ( 

776-2266. 

For more information about the above projects, call Tennessee Baptist Convention Partnership/Volunteer Missiops Team at 1-800-558-2090 or (615) 371-l 

. Nashville church sends 29 to Rio to build, ••• 
- Continued from page 5 

uEach of the children saw 
God's love for them in action 
through each person from 
Woodmont Church, who gave 
their time to help with the 
BYBCs. It was incredible to ob
serve how God equipped each 
person- in a unique way- to 
serve Him in that very chal
lenging environment. 

((During the time that we 
were there, 13 of the children 
from the BYBCs publicly ac
cepted Christ. Many more 
prayed the prayer of salvation 
with us as a group. It was 
very difficult to leave those 
children - we grew to love . 
them so deeply in just a short 
time." 

Julie McGlasson, Lesly Dos
sett, Steve and Toni Phillips, 
Linda Pilcher, and others from 
Woodmont Church were 
blessed as they went into the 
schools. According to Dossett, 
her favorite part of the trip 
was visiting the children at Es
cola Municpal 

· ul enjoyed sharing about life 
in the VSA and seeing the chil
dren's surprised faces when I 
talked about snow and the 
America-n diet," said Dossett. 
"God showed me that children 
are the same no matter what 
their ,nationality may be - full 
of innocence, jay, love, and cu
riosity. We were able to openly 
share that our reason for the 

8 
< 

• 

visit was our love for Christ. 
We took a mural showing pic
tures of Jesus'' life, rnade by 
the fourth grade Sunday 
School Class at Woodmont 
Church and exchanged murals 
with the children at the 
school." 

Steve Galloway, Blake Mor
gan, and others went door to 
door handing out pamphlets 
about Jesus and inviting them 
to ·the Jesus film, which was 
shown on Thursday evening. 
Among the group of more than 
150 who viewe~ the film, sev
eral prayed and accepted Jesus 
as their Savior. 
. Keith Fowlkes and Steve 
Phillips led the team in 
singing for the mother church, 
new chap_el, schools, and morn
ing devotionals. There were 15 
Woodmont Church Adult Choir 
members in the · group, a nd 
other team members a1so 
joined in singing. 

Each person wP,o came to 
the eye clinic co~pleted a form 
on whether or not he 9r she 
was a Christian: The Cinco 
Ma:r:ias Chapel now has infor
mation to help follow up and 
witness to these neighbors. 
Myrna Deere and Audrey 
Johnson recorded 402 persons 
seen in the eye clinic and more 
than 300 pair of glasses dis
pensed. 

God provided a unique loca
-tion for this clinic in the 

- . 

HUNDREDS of patients line up for an eye clinic led by members 
of Woodmont Baptist Church, Nashville, near the new chapel be
ing built by the Tennesseans. 

Nuri.es' home, a Brazilian fami- in line for the eye clinic, but 
)y who were members of the not all could be seen. Numbers 
Cinco Marias Mission', who were given to those left in or
have only been Christians for a · der that they could return Fri
short time. day morning. Even so, we 

"We' were richly blessed as knew there would be those 
this· father, mother, and 3- wh_o would come on Friday for 
year-old daughter gave so _the first time only to be turned 
freely of their time, resources, away due to time constraints." 
and wonderful' Christian spir- "From the beginning, God 
it," _sai<ii Deere. "Althowgh they called us to that ta,Sk, He em
have few material possessions, powered our journ.ey, and He 
they are rich in spiritual equipped us for ministry," Roe-
gifts." buck said. 

"The most memorable fa.ces "At Woodmont, we are 
are those who left with much grateful for the vision of Ten
needed glasses," said Jeannie nessee Baptists who have pro
Foster, who worked the eye vided a very meaningful part
clinie. nership with our ·christian 
. "This last day was diffi.cult brothers and sisters in Ria. • 
not in labor, but in heart. On - Edited from a report by Myr
Thursday morning, many were na Deere. 

Partnership 
Prayer Request 
July 
- See more requests on 

page 6 
5 - .Pray for a 20-membe~ 

team from Una Baptist 
Church, Nashville, who' 
:work July 17 .. 24 at F~ 
Baptist Chp.roh, Detroit, 
Mich. 

6·- P.raise God f0r a seve 
member college team w 
surveyedPortugalJune 
19 for ministry sites. · 

7 - Pray for Kevin and B1 
da Pea<;oc_k, missionaries 
serving at the Canadian 
Southern Baptist Seminc 

8 - Pray for retired missi1 
ari~s to Brazil Benny anc 
Ann Sprouse. Mrs. Spro 
has a malignancy. 

9 - Pray for missionaries 
Portugal Scott and Sandl 
George who work with tb 
youth team there. 

10 - Pray for missionary 
Janelle Ganey as she wo1 
with· the deaf ministry of 
chu~ch in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

ll -Pray for a 50-membe: 
team from Inglewood Ba) 
Church, Nashville, who iJ 
building July 7-15 at Fin 
Baptist Church, MenoliW 
Mich. 

12 - Pray for journeyman. 
Nicki Chandler, who wor 
on the youth team in Por 
gal. 



Baptist 

ib, Panons, celebrated 
h anniversary June 4. 

Jadeville Baptist 
h, Gladeville, wi 11 
30,400-square-foot fa

renovate its educa-
and administrativ e 

The new facility will in
a fellowship hall and 

children and youth. 
dbreaking will be July 9 
m. To prepare, the con
on has raised $1.5 mil

nd paid off its worship/ 
·on center built in 1990. 

herokee Baptist 
--h, Memphis, will hold · 
Celebration 2000 Mem

uly 1 at 7 p.m. Rob Cal
professional base-

ball player with the Seattle 
Mariners and Chicago White 
Sox and head baseball coach, 
Crichton College, Memphis, 
will s peak. Also the Jamie 
Baker Band and Posely Jones 
will perform. For more infor
mation, contact the church at 
(901) 683-7344. 

• Fairview Baptist 
Church, Paris, will observe 
its 50th anniversary July 28-
30. For more information, con
tact the church at (901) 642-
2191. 

• New Middleton Bap
tist Church, Gordonsville, 
will have homecoming activi
ties and dedication of its new 
addition July 16. The new fa
ci lity includes a fellowship 
hall, kitchen, two bathrooms, 
and utility room. Construction 
was completed by church 
members. Gary Akins, former 

~ew Stewardship Resources 
Tennessee Baptist Convention has partnered with 
boring state conventions to produce and provide 
ew resources that will help churches encourage 

rous givers. Each resource is distinctly different from 
Hher; both are available at no cost because of your 
through the Cooperative Program. Each resource 

:>e used any time of the year. 

• • • 
• v1ng 

New Century Giving! 
emphasis is intended for use on three consecutive 

jays using the normal church schedule. Resources 
proJided to make this emphasis especially effective 
~se when the church's annual .budget is being pre
ed and adopted. The emphasis can also be used for 
(d-year giving promotion of a "catch-up" offering. The 

includes age-graded Bible study, drama, preaching, 
ship handouts, clip art, posters, offering envelopes, 
'iration, celebration, and personal consecration. New 
1tury Giving has optional budget development tea-

Tithing Counts! 
... 

you want to enlist tithers? Tithing Counts has been 
d by churches with outstand
success. This emphasis \.an 

used any time of the year and 
also intended for use on three 
lsecutive Sundays using the 
mal church schedule. The plan 
tudes age-graded Bible study, 
ee dramas, testimonies, 
!aching, responsive reading. 
;> art, posters, stationery and 
velopes, offering envelopes, inspiration, celebration , 
d personal consecration. 

der forms for both resources can be found at www.-
• 

)aptist.org. Or, to request order forms. call Archer 
10rpe, Church Staff Leadership Group, (800) 558-
i9Q, ext. 2017, or (615) 371-2017. 

THIS TEAM of Faith Baptist Church, Bartlett, conducted sports 
evangelism May 12-20 in Cuiaba, Brazil. The team played publically 
four times and shared the Gospel during halftimes. They also visit
ed several high schools and shared the True Love Waits message 
and their testimonies. As a result, nearly 1, 000 people made profes
sions of faith. 

pastor, will speak and a lun
cheon will follow. Open house 
and dedication will be at 2 
p.m. 

• Colonial Baptist 
Church, Memphis, observed 
Senior Adult Day recently. 
Over 50 couples were honored 
for being married for more 
than 50 years in the morning 
worship service and with are
ception. Also a joint assembly 
was held during the Sunday 
School period in which Marvin 
Fitts spoke. 

• Eugene Leamon, pas
tor, Belmont H eights Baptist 
Church, Knoxville, has retired. 
He served the church 12 years 
and as pastor, Lebanon Bap
tist Church, Maryville, for 28 
years. Leamon is available for 
part-time ministry and can be 
reached at (865) 689-2364. 

• Jeff Keas, minister of 
youth and activities, First 

Position Openings 
Executive Board, Tennessee Baptist Convention 

Applications are now being accepted for Collegiate Ministry 
Specialist positions at the University of Memphis, Memphis, and 
Tennessee State University, Nashville. Information concerning 
these positions may be obtained by contacting Garnette Hogan, 
Human Resources Office, P.O. Box 728, Brentwood, TN 37024-
0728, (615) 371-2013. All candidates must submit an application to 
be considered. 

Are your seniors tired of crawling over the 
HUMP? The solution is a 15-passenger van 
with an aisle, raised roof, and electric step. 

Call Tri-State Van & Bus Today! 
1-800-330-3622 

Buses! Vans! People Movers! 
www. tri-statevanbus.com 

E.R. Moore 
Choir Robes 

Best Prices! Highest Quality! 
Personal Attention 

and Service. 

Call for a Free Choir Robes 
Style Show at your Church. 

(baptismal & ministerial robes) 

1 -800-388-6530 

Need something for your 
group to do? 

W'/eituuo.~ ~o.ftilf/ 

dlf tk Ocou Rr~ 

Cherokee Rafting 
1-800-451-7238 
P.O. Box 111 

Ocoee, TN 37361 
Group Rates - $20 per person 

on Weekdays & Sundays 

LifeWa,l.. cHuRcH susEs 
~}"';', ,; \·, ,,1·, I:._;~,~! I ,~ .. ,;·.', ;1, \~ '• ., 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
"Raised Roof'' Vans in Stock (No COL) 

• 

ecenter Aisle 
elow First Step 
e2/1 Seating 
eBucket Seats 
eMore Headroom 
e15 Passengers 

2000 Model: $34,000 {New) 
1999 Model: $29,900 (Low Miles) 
1998 Model: $28,500 (low Miles) 

800-370-6180 
www.caroenterbus.com 

Baptist Church, J ackson, wns 
honored recently for serving 
the church for 10 years. 

• Kerry Smith, collegiate 
ministry speciahst for the Ten
nessee Ba ptist 
Convention at 
the University 
of Me mphi s, 
has resign ed 
effective June 
30 to serve as 
a church 
planting s tra
tegist. H e has SMITH 

se rv ed the sch oo l for three 
years. Smith has been a North 
American Miss ion Boa rd 
church planter; r esort min 
istry director; and director of 
student activities at Carson
N ewman College, Jeffer son 
City. 

• Joe Mason, as sociate 
pastor/minister of seniors, First 
Baptist Church, Decatur, Ga., 
is r etiring. He a lso served on 
the s taff of First B a pti st 
Church, Nashville. Mason, who 
will retire in Duluth, will be 
available to speak after Aug. 1. 

• Hyran Barefoot, former 
president, Union University, 
Jackson, has been called as in
terim pas tor, First Bapti s t 
Church, P arsons. 

• Firs t B aptist Ch urch, 
Dover , ordained James Nel
son and Clint Marshall as 
deacons recently. 

rnc..:::~ BAPTISTRIES 
HEATERS, PUMPS 

FACI'ORY DIRECT 
TOLL FREE NA TlONWIOE 

1-800.25 1-0679 
FIBERGLASS BAPTISTRY CO 

3511 HIXSON PIKE . CHATTANOOGA Ttl37415 

WHY PAY MORE FOR 
' . 

LIFE INSURANCE 
Very low monthly cost 

Female, Nontobacco. Select Class 1 
Age $100,000 $250,000 
40 9 45 17 06 
55 18 99 40 .91 
70 52 59 124.91 

PLEASE CALL ROY NAPIER 
Knoxville 1-800-27 4-0ns 

8.,: . & ~ao- ~ 1989 

'»00/ 
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Supreme Court strikes down prayer at football games 
By Kenny Byrd 
For Associated Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON- Opening 
high school football games with 
prayer violates the separation of 
·church and state, the U.S . . . 
Supreme Court ruled in an eag~r-
ly anticipated decision .June 19. 

While not banning all prayers 
at public schools, the court ruled 
6-3 that a Texas school district's 
policy of allowing a student 
elected by a majority of class
mates to deliver an invocation 
over the public-address system 
before· hom.e varsity football 
games is unconstitutional. 

The policy of the Santa Fe In 
dependent School District in 
Galveston County, Texas, 
amounts to state-sponsorship of 
prayer, which violates the First 
Amendment's Establishment 
Clause, the justices decided. 

The First Amendment forbids 
the government from passing 
laws that either establish reli
gion or prevent its free exercise. 
The school district argued that 
the student-led prayers were 
protected as private speech. 

Writing for the majority, how
ever, Associate Justice John 
Paul Stevens said electing a stu
dent under a policy set UP. by the 
school district to encourage 
prayer "is not properly charac
terized as private speech." 

CLASSIFIED 

MINISTER OF MUSIC/EDUCA
TION: Beverly Hills Baptist 
Church has an opening for a . full
time minister of music arid educa
tion. Beverly Hills is a community
minded church located in the city 
of Memphis. Please send re 
sumes to Luke Stribling, Chair
man, Staff Search Committee, 
3073 Curtis St., Memphis, TN 
38118. 

* * * 

YOUTH MINISTER: Lake View 
Baptist Church in Fairview 
Heights, Ill. , is seeking a youth 
minister with Baptist background. 
Send resumes to Search Commit
tee, 320 Drake Rd., Fairview 
Heights, IL 62208. 

* * * 

HOUSEPARENTS: Immediate 
need for full-time relief house
parents at the Tennessee Baptist 
Children's Home in Chattanooga 
and Cleveland. Married couples 
only. Call Bill Dockery or Bob 
Segrest at (423) 892-2722. 

* * * 

YOUTH/EDUCATION: First Bap
tist Church of West Jefferson, 
Ohio, is in search of a full-time 
youth/education minister. You 
may send resumes to the church 
Attn. Search CommHtee, 686 
West Jefferson-Kiousville Rd. , 
West Jefferson, Ohio 43162. 

* * * 

MUSIC/ACTIVITIES: First f?aptist 
ChLN"ch is seeking a minister of 
music/activities. Must be an advo
cate of both traditional and con
temporary music. Send resume to 
P.O. Box 307, Foley, AL 36536 or 
fax to (334) 943-3897. 

Joined in the opinion by Asso
ciate Justices David Souter, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Steven 

. Breyer, and Sandra Day O'Con
nor, Stevens said the policy vio
lates the rights of students who 
do not wish to pray. 

The Constitution does not 
ban all religious activities in 
public schools, however, Stevens 
said. 

"Nothing in the Constitution 
as interpreted by this court pro
hibits any public school student 
from voluntarily praying at any 
time before, during, or after the 
school day. But the religious lib
erty protected by the Constitu
tion is abridged when the state 
affirmatively sponsors the par
ticular practice of prayer," he 
said. 

The Santa Fe school board 
adopted the prayer policy in 
1995. It allows students selected 
by their colleagues to deliver in-

vocations and benedictions at 
graduation ceremonies a nd a 
''brief invocation and/or message" 
during pregame ceremonies at 
home varsity football games. 

An anonymous group of Mor
mon and Catholic studen ts and 

· their m others challenged the 
policy in court. 

·Chief Justice William Rehn
quist filed a dissenting opinion , 
joined by Associate Justices An
tonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas. 

Rehnquist said the tone of the 
majority opinion "bristles with 
hostility to all things religious_in 
public life." 

"Althou~h the Court apparent
ly believes that solemnizing foot
ball games is an illegitimate pur
pose, the voters in the school 
district seem to disagree," Rehn
quist also opined. ''Nothing in the 
Establishment Clause prevents 
them from making this choice." 

Religious and civil liberties 

• 

groups on both sides of the case re
acted quickly to the first ruling on 
school-prayer in nearly a decade. 

Melissa Rogers, general coun
sel for the Baptist Joint Commit
tee, said the decision ''reaffirmed 
that prayer is none of the gov
ernment's business." The BJC, 
along with Baylor University's 
J.M. D a·wson Institute of 
Church-State Studies and the 
General Conference of Seventh
day Adventists filed a brief 
against the Texas prayer policy. 

Rogers said students may 
still pray at football games by 
gathering voluntarily in huddles 
or by praying during a neutral 
moment of silence. 

Richard Land, executive di
rector of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, said he· was disap
pointed but not surprised by the 

court's r uling. While Land 
he disagreed with the court I 
agen cy did not file a brie I 
cause of con cerns "about 
less-than-ideal provision tc 1 

sure the oppor tunity for a 1 
diverse student expression." 

Land told Associated Ba 
Press the district went out , 
way to meet con stituti 
guidelines, but "they did not 
vide adequately for minorit 
pression." However, Land. 
he does not believe the Sant 
policy should have been c 
turned. • 

CLASSIFIED 
PASTOR: First Baptist Church, 
Jellico, Tenn. , is prayerfully seek
ing a 'pastor. Fi rst Baptist Church 
is located just off 1-75 on the Ten
nessee-Kemtucky border. We cur
rently have an average. atten
d~mce of 100 in morning worship. 
Master of Divinity is minimal re
quirement. Please send resume 
to Pastor Search Committee, First 
Baptist Church, 545 South Main 
St., Jellico, TN 37762. 

* * * 

YOUTH DIRECTOR: Antioch 
Baptist Church, a growing, pro
gressive church , in Sevier Courity, 
Te nn., is accepting resumes for a 
bivocational youth minister. Send 
resume to Search Committee 

Chairman, 1550 "Baker Rd. , 
vierville, TN 37876. 1 

* * * 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: See . 
part-time minister of music I 

experience in a ll music minis · 
including children's through s1 
adult choirs. Send resume t j 
skip Baptist Church, 4810 Rc 
Rd. , Knoxville, TN 37912. 

* * •. 

BUS: Excellent 1976 GMC IT 

4108 motor coach, like new ir 
and out. Detroit diesel, Allisol 
tomatic, 39 passenger, andre 

1 room. This beautiful coa< 
ready to drive anywhere! For P 

tos or more information, call j 
278-7224. . 

The Boyce College offers the B.A. 
and A.A. degrees in Biblical Studi' 
to God-called men and women wil 
these distinctives: 

Boyce 

• Confessional. Committed to historic 
Baptist convictions 

• Focused. Provides classical bibliw 
and theological studies 

• Relevant. Addresses worldview 
issues of the 21st century 

• Practical. Dedicated to local cburc 
ministry, evangelism, and biblical 
preaching and teaching 

College 
a school of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

2825 Lexington Rd • Louisville, KY 40280 • 1 800 728-7044 • boyce.sbcs.edl 



d's highest 
eation 

tu1f16e.: GenesiB 1:27, 2:7; Ecclesiastes 
Matthew 22:34-40; Romans 5:8-10 

,., .... , 11 we Jive in is filled with inconsistencies. 
greatest of these inconsistencies is our 

attitude toward human life. On the one 
champions the human spirit and inge

to·the point of making human beings 
th God. On the other hand however, we see 
ys in which our culture has actually deval

life. I saw an example of this fact while 
one day. The car in front of me had two 
stickers - one which said "Save the Baby 
nd the other "Unashamedly Pro-Choice." 

statements illustrate the growing trend 
IIClletv toward a general disregard for human 

week's lesson reminds us that God places 
ue on human life and so should we. 
designed us (Genesis 1:27; 2:7). The 
tells us that we are "fearfully and wonder

de" (Psalm 139:14). Our focal passage re-
at we are also made in God's image - the 

of God's creations to receive that descrip
at does it mean to be created in God's im
phrase implies that we are able to enter 

nscious, interactive relationship with our 
a feat that is impossible for anything else in 

. We are able tO interpret our surroundings 
n alter them to better suit our needs. God 
a spiritual nature that allows us to contem-

e existence of God and enables us to have fel
with him. Adam and Eve e~oyed a perfect · 

'lion with God in the garden before the fall. 
~:R qpeaks of"God walking in the garden in 
of the day" indicating the intimate fellow

a enjoyed with the "crown ~wels" of creation. 
loves us (Psalm 145:8-9, 17). Some scholars 

J«·watea that God created human beings be
n• eded their companionship. In reality, God 

....... v niverse out of the overflow of divine love. 
is a giving love and - by its very definition 

to be shared. The picture of creation is 
divine wellspring of love that bubbles over, 

of its abundance a universe is formed. 
provides redemption for us (Roman 
God's love has been supremely demonstrat

through Christ's sacrificial death on the 
erse 10 in the focal passage states that we 

enemies," alienated from God's love be
four sin. But "while we were still sinners," 
ridged the gap between God and humankind, 

salvation through his blood. Many people 
nd significance by achieving fame and for

thers by doing some great work. However, 
lls us that we cnn find real significance and 
only in Christ. He has already shown us how 

e are worth to him by giving us his Son. 
gives us a purpose (Ecclesiastes 12:13; 

ew 22:34-40). When was the last time you 
•ored? I remember being bored quite often in 
ildhood - particularly during summer vaca
here wns just nothing to do. I had no pur-

( cannot remember ever being bored since I 
adulthood. Now I have more to do than I 

t done. I have a family, a job, and many other 
tiona that constantly call for my attention. 
e has a purpose. God did not create us to wan
mlesaly through life with no direction. The 
' of Ecclesiastes tells us to "fear God and keep 
mmandments• and Jesus told the Pharisees 
ltlhew 22 to love God and their netghbors 
greater purpose could .any person have for 

fe lhan to love and glorify God ";th nil her 
and seek to help other people along life's 

• , unds like a winning formula to me.- Holt 
:I I Of First Baptist Church, Surgo1nsv1lle. 

Salvation 
By Dan Milliken 

Focal Passage: Ephesians 1:1-14. 
The Apostle Paul begins this epistle by praising the tri

une God for the glorious salvation and s piritual riches he 
has bestowed upon believers. This passage teaches that all 
three persons of the Godhead were involved in the work of 
redemption, that is, God the Father proposed it; God the 
Son provided it; and God the Holy Spirit propogates it. 
Verses three-14 is probably the greatest single sentence in 
all literature, comprising 264 words! In it, Paul praises 
God for choosing us (vv. 3-6); redeeming us by his grace 
through Christ (vv. 7-10); and for the-sealing of our re
demption by the Holy Spirit (vv. 11-14). 

FamilyBi 

• 

Chosen by the Father (vv. 1-6). Paul "blessed God as 
the source/origin of all of our spiritual blessings" (v. 3). 
How are they ours? "In Christ," that is, being in relation
ship with and living in fellowship with Christ. Paul wanted 
to make certain his readers understood this. The phrase 
"heavenly places" indicates though we live on earth, spiri
tually our lives are linked with Christ's in the heavenly 
realm. It is not the heaven of the future, but the heaven 
which lies now within and around the Christian. The key 
phrases in verses 4 and 5 are "hath chosen., and "having 
predestinated." "Hath chosen" means "select" (for oneself). 
In this context, it relates to God's purpose. God holds us re
sponsible for the choices we make concerning him. "Predes
tined" is the most debated word in the passage. It means 
"to draw a circle of love around something or someone." 
The word does not mean that God coerces anyone into his 
Kingdom. Each person is free to decide to be "in Christ" or 
outside of Christ. Those in Christ are "adopted," meaning 
"a placing of sons," emphasizing the privilege which be- · 
longs to believers. Along with the privilege is a responsibil
ity to "be holy and without blame before him" (v. 4). He 

chose us not only to .:-nve 
us, but that we might live Bible stud)' 
a righteous life. 

Redeemed through 
the Son (vv. 7-10). "Re
demption" means .. deliv
erance from sin's captivity at the cost of the blood of 
Christ." Literally, it means to be .. bought out oft he market
place; to purchase and set free by pa)'lng a price.· This is 
what God, through Christ, did for us . Stnce, we ore "in 
Christ" he then bestows upon us the capac• for compre
hending "the mystery of his will." The word "my~tery" is 
used of the thoughts and plans of God which must be di
vinely revealed. Paul was referring to somelhing that can
not be known except as God chooses to make tt known God 
has chosen to make known to the redeemed in Christ whut 
"he has proposed in himself." He has redeemed us in order 
that we might be one in him, and one with each other. 

Sealing the spirit (vv. 11-14). "We have obtained an in
heritance" can also be translated, 'we have been made a her
itage." The Bible teaches that Christians are God's special 
heritage, and that he promises us an inheritance as heirs of 
all things that belong to the Father. In verses 13-14 Paul 
uses two key terms of noting the security of the believer by 
the Holy Spirit. First, being "sealed" by the Spirit. There 
were a number of purposes of the seal in the ancient world, 
three of which were: to guarantee the genuine character of a 
document, to make ownership, and to indicate the comple
tion of a transaction. Thus, the Holy Spirit secures our re
demption. Secondly, the Spirit is the "earnest" (deposit) of 
our inheritance. Earnest is a legal and commercial term 
used of a deposit or down payment. The Holy Spirit is God's 
"earnest money" that he will save you and keep you saved 
eternally. You can have no greater guarantee than that! 

God has chosen us, redeemed us in Christ, and sealed 
us with his spirit so that we may live to praise and glorify 
him. Our salvation comes through the power of the triune 
God. The riches we currently enjoy (and those of the fu
ture) are made possible by his power. What a privilege and 
responsibility to be his children, joint heirs with him, and 
beneficiaries of his love, grace, and riches.- Milliken is pas
tor of Hickory Hills Baptist Church, Mt. Juliet. 

Judgment on the unrepentant 
By Ray Fullilove 

Focal Passages: 
Revelation 8:2-3, 13-9:4, 

11, 20-21 
Explore the 

The study of prophecy has 
become a popular subject in re
cent days. The Book of Revela-
tion is a book of prophecy. We now 
come to study these words of our Lord 
concerning future times as we look at 
God's judgment on the unrepentant. As 
we look at this study, there are some 
facts we need to consider. 

First, it demands a significant 
pause. It tells us that some should 
stop and consider their condition "in 
the hands of an angry God," and to re
alize that even a loving God and Sav
ior, reveals the wrath he is about to 
pour out upon the unrepentant (8:1-
5). 

Two, it reveals some significant 
prophecy. The need to study the 
prophetic Word of God is paramount 
and the reason why we look at Revela
tion. God now speaks to us in symbol
ism. Here is before us seven seals (the 
perfect number). They are broken 
down in four (the cosmic number) 
trumpets, and three (the divine num
ber) trumpets. There are four trum
pets of war and three trumpets of 
woes. It says that the judgment of 
God upon the unrepentant has come. 
The trumpet sound tells us of the fury 
which shall come (v. 7), the finality 
which develops (vv. 8-9), the foul pol
lution of the water which surfaces (vv. 
10-11). and the forecast of complete 

darkness which will consume the 
earth (v. 12-13). 

Three, it leaves us with a signifi
cant plea. In chapter nine, verses one-
21, the trumpets sound and the three 
woes are heard. What God is saying is 
that it may have been bad with the 
sounding of the last trumpets, but 
with the sounding of these prospective 
trumpets, that the worst is yet to 
come. Note the first woe which i::; 
heard (vv. 1-12). Satan is released 
with power to kill and destroy (vv. 1-
2). Satan's instruments take over in 
form of locusts with scorpion power to 
leave suffering with no pity, no pa
tience, or no stopping (vv. 3-6). There 
is savagery with determination, de
ceit, and with a dedication toward evil 
(vv. 7-12). The second woe comes with 
unparelled war and destruction of life 
and land. The war clouds become furi
ous and dark. The picture of destruc
tion from our past wars should leave a 
forecast of the futility of these times. 
The army of Satan comes with free
dom and with fierceness beyond our 
imagination. The door of hell is 

.ppened wide and it seems as if the 
gates of heaven are closed. Here is the 
judgment for the unrepentant. 

After all of the continued waves of 

judgment and condemnation, 
one would think that an un
believing world would hear . 
But we note these res isted 
the God of heaven, continued 
to bow down before the god of 
hell, and became content with 
a closed mind, a calloused 

conscience, ~nd a condemned soul. 
They would not repent of sin, but re
main imprisoned to worship the gods 
of this world of ma lice, materialism, 
and meaningless. More than this, 
these continued to have no remorse 
toward their dreadful deeds of mur
der, or continued devotion to satanic 
worship, or lust in the slime of sexual
ity and shame, or even in the V1olence 
left in robbery and crime. Could there 
be a more exact picture of the sense of 
sm, the captivating power of Satan in 
a life, and the condemnation that 
these readily accepted even in the face 
of a God of wrath? 

In revtewtng this picture of the 
power of a God of wrath, lhe plight of 
a person in captivating sin, and the 
condemnat1on of the unrepentant, 
should not we, in Christ ,Jesus, be
come more dedicated and devoted to 
our God of grace and glory? The ama~
ing grace of Jesus should become 
more amazing, the abounding grace of 
Jesus should become more astound
ing, and the abundant grace of Jesus 
should become more abundant. -
Fuflllove as pastor. Poplar Avenue Bap
tist Church, Memphis . 
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In Tennessee this summer 

ecord number of missionaries begi 
: . . 

miDIS try 
For Baptist and Reflector .. 

BRENTWOOD- A record 89 missionaries will serve 10-week terms 
in Tennessee this 
summer in a variety of 
ministries, including 
resort, home repair, 
inner city, VBS, Backyard Bible Clubs, camps, 
ical missions, and language missions. 

Sixty-six of the missionaries attended the 
Tennessee Summer Missions Orientation at the 
tist Center here June 5-7. Serving on the oriem 
team were Tim B earden , Bernie Baker, Kim 
Melanie Allen, and Beverly Smothers. 

SERVING IN Ocoee Resort and Outreach Ministries this sum
mer, above, are, from left, first row, Rebecca Freeman, Gen
nifer Watts, Chris Stewart, superVisor; second row, Kelly Hen
derson, Stephanie Warren, Annie Cain; third row, Michelle 
McCluskey, supervisor;· Joshua Sack, and Lara Crook. 

SERVING IN Loudon County Baptist Association 
with Director of Missions Ray Luck, right, are 
Chandler Dunaway, ·left, and Jennifer Allen. 

The missionaries come from 21 states, inc}· 
Tennessee, and will serve in 13 venues acroe 
state. Three teams, eXalt, Proclaim, and Adot 
will travel to a variety of locations. SponsorsQ 
the summer missionaries include state B 
N o:rth American Mission Board, and l~ocal 

ABOVE, SMOKY Mountain Resort Ministries workers this sum-. 
mer are, from left, first row, Melissa Trahan, Amanda Miracle, 
Debbie Guerich, Magan Caillier; second row, Dara Parker, Jen
nifer Johnson, Stephanie Quattrebaum; third row, Pete Owen, su
pervisor; Cecil Newman, and Bryan LaFi ette. BELOW, AP
PALACHIAN Outreach workers will be, from .left, front row, Haley 
O'Briant, Mary Beth Yarbrough, Trista Stearns, Stephanie Bain; 
back row, Sara Gruver, Nathan Johnston, Landon Freeman, and 
Krystie Robinson, supervisor. 
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TEAM MEMBERS for eXalt include, from left, front 
row, Sheila Fisher, Kim Thomas, Kristin Duffy; 
back row, penny Tyler, TBC staff; Jeff Brown, 

SERVING AT Camp Agape are, 
front row, Brandy Duke, Melissa Fluty, 
Michael; back row, Ty ·Kays, Jeremiah 

Dan Tatum, Kent Shingleton, supervisor. 

PROCLAIM team members include, from lett, 
front row, Alecia LeMay, Becca House, Kellye 
Rachel; back row, Bruce Edwards, supervisor; 
Andrew Moss, Matt Rogers. 

ADORATION members include, from I 
row, Julie Roberts, Melanie B~rnett, 
Jsb~l l; back row, Bruce Edwards, supel 
Chris Holl.omon, Tim Maxwell. 

WORKING AT Montvue Baptist Church, Morristown; Madison,.Chester and Crockett 
Baptist Associations; Hale Community Ministries; Good Samaritan Clinic of First 
Baptist Church , Clarksville; and Western Heights arid Montgomery Village Baptist 
Centers are, front row, Rachel Ayers, Lisa Sipes, Rachel Fuqua, Sara Holt; back 
row, Mary Hebert, Deborah Rainey, Jada Shadden, and Jamie Clark. 

BRINKLEY HEIGHTS STREET REACH this summ'er will be aided by the 1 
ing summer missionaries. From left, front row, Peggy McCoy; second row, J' 
Cox, Janna Lofton, All ison Holder, Jennifer Cox; third row, Sean Herma• 
Cox, supervisor; Dave Cox, supervisor; Jerome King, and David Dickie. 
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